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By  an  act  approve  June  23,  1874,  Congress  made  an  appropriation 
“to  enable  tbe  Secretary  of  War  to  begin  the  publication  of  the  Of- 
ficial Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  both  of  the  Union  and  Con- 
federate Armies,”  and  directed  him  “to  have  copied  for  the  Public 
Printer  all  reports,  letters,  telegrams,  and  general  orders  not  hereto- 
fore copied  or  printed,  and  properly  arranged  in  chronological  order.” 

Appropriations  for  continuing  such  preparation  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time,  and  the  act  approved  June  16,  1880,  has  provided 
“for  the  printing  and  binding,  under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  of  10,000  copies  of  a compilation  of  the  Official  Records  (Union 
and  Confederate)  of  the  W ar  of  the  Rebellion,  so  far  as  the  same  may 
be  ready  for  publication,  during  the  fiscal  year”;  and  that  “of  said 
number,  7,000  copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, 2,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  1,000  copies  for 
the  use  of  the  Executive  Departments.”* 

This  compilation  will  be  the  first  general  publication  of  the  mili- 
tary records  of  the  war,  and  will  embrace  all  official  documents  that 
'can  be  obtained  by  the  compiler,  and  that  appear  to  be  of  any  his- 
torical value. 

*■  * Volumes  I-V  distributed  under  act  approved  June  16,  1880.  The  act  approved 
^August  7,  1882,  provides  that — 

“The  volumes  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  shall  be  dis- 
tributed as  follows : One  thousand  copies  to  the  Executive  Departments,  as  now 
provided  by  law.  One  thousand  copies  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
among  officers  of  the  Army  and  contributors  to  the  work.  Eight  thousand  three 
hundred  copies  shall  be  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  such  libraries,  organiza- 
tions, and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Forty-seventh  Congress.  Each  Senator  shall  designate  not  exceed- 
ing twenty-six,  and  each  Representative  and  Delegate  not  exceeding  twenty-one  of 
such  addresses,  and  the  volumes  shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time  as  they  are 
published,  until  the  publication  is  completed.  Senators,  Representatives,  and  Dele- 
gates shall  inform  the  Secretary  of  War  in  each  case  how  many  volumes  of  those 
heretofore  published  they  have  forwarded  to  such  addresses.  The  remaining  copies 
of  the  eleven  thousand  to  be  published,  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be 
distributed  as  provided  herein,  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  cost  of 
publication,  with  ten  per  cent,  added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall 
be  covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two  or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to 
the  same  address,  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives, 
or  Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  designate  other 
libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  report  to  the 
first  session  of  the  Forty-eighth  Congress  what  volumes  of  the  series  heretofore 
published  have  not  been  furnished  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and  individuals. 
He  shall  also  inform  distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent.” 
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PREFACE. 


The  publication  will  present  the  records  in  the  following  order  of 
arrangement : 

The  1st  Series  will  embrace  the  formal  reports,  both  Union  and  Con- 
federate, of  the  first  seizures  of  United  States  property  in  the  South- 
ern States,  and  of  all  military  operations  in  the  field,  with  the  cor- 
respondence, orders,  and  returns  relating  specially  thereto,  and,  as 
proposed,  is  to  be  accompanied  by  an  Atlas. 

In  this  series  the  reports  will  be  arranged  according  to  the  cam-  | 
paigns  and  several  theaters  of  operations  (in  the  chronological  order 
of  the  events),  and  the  Union  reports  of  any  event  will,  as  a rule,  be 
immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate  accounts.  The  correspond-  | 
ence,  &c.,  not  embraced  in  the  “reports”  proper  will  follow  (first  ! 
Union  and  next  Confederate)  in  chronological  order. 

The  2d  Series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns,  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  prisoners  of  war,  and 
(so  far  as  the  military  authorities  were  concerned)  to  State  or  politi- 
cal prisoners. 

The  3d  Series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns  of  the  Union  authorities  (embracing  their  correspondence 
with  the  Confederate  officials)  not  relating  specially  to  the  subjects 
of  the  first  and  second  series.  It  will  set  forth  the  annual  and  spe- 
cial reports  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  General-in-Chief,  and  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  several  staff  corps  and  departments;  the  calls  for 
troops,  and  the  correspondence  between  the  National  and  the  several 
State  authorities. 

The  4th  Series  will  exhibit  the  correspondence;  orders,  reports,  and 
returns  of  the  Confederate  authorities,  similar  to  that  indicated  for 
the  Union  officials,  as  of  the  third  series,  but  excluding  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  given 
in  that  series. 

ROBERT  N.  SCOTT, 
Major  Third  Art.,  and  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col. 

War  Department,  August  23,  1880. 

Approved: 


ALEX.  RAMSEY, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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PART  I. 

REPORTS Nov.  20,  1862-Dec.  31,  1863. 

CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC Nov.  20,  1862-Dee.  31,  1862. 


SUMMARY  OW  THE  PRINCIPAL  EVENTS.* 

Nov.  20-23,  1862.— Reconnaissance  toward  Van  Buren  and  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 

24,  1862. — Skirmish  at  Beaver  Creek,  Mo. 

24- 26,  1862. — Expeditions  from  Greenfield  into  Jasper  and  Barton  Counties,  Mo. 

25,  1862. — Skirmish  at  Pitman’s  Ferry,  Ark. 

Skirmish  near  Cane  Hill,  Ark. 

25- 29,  1862.— Expedition  to  Yellville,  Ark. 

26,  1862. — Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of  the 

District  of  Kansas. 

26- 29,  1862. — Affairs  in  Jackson  and  La  Fayette  Counties,  Mo. 

27,  1862. — Skirmish  at  Carthage,  Mo. 

27-Dec.  5,  1862. — Expedition  from  Helena,  Ark.,  to  Grenada,  Miss. t 

28,  1862. — Engagement  at  Cane  Hill,  or  Boston  Mountains,  Ark. 

Brig.  Gen.  Washington  L.  Elliott,  U.  S.  Army,  temporarily  in  com- 
mand of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

30-Dec.  6,  1862.— Expedition  from  Rolla  to  the  Ozark  Mountains,  Mo.,  and 
» skirmishes. 

Dec.  2,  1862. — Skirmish  at  Saline,  Ind.  T. 

4,  1862. — Attack  by  citizens  on  Indian  prisoners  at  Mankato,  Minn. 

4-  6,  1862. — Operations  about  Cane  Hill,  and  skirmish  (December  6)  at  Reed’s 
Mountain,  Ark. 

4-12,  1862. — Operations  in  the  Cherokee  country,  Ind.  T. 

6,  1862. — Skirmish  at  Parkersville,  Mo. 

7,  1862. — Battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Fayetteville,  or  Illinois  Creek,  Ark. 

* Of  some  of  the  minor  events  noted  in  this  “ Summary,”  no  circumstantial  reports 
are  on  file. 

. t For  reports,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XVII,  Part  I,  pp.  528-541. 
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MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Cuai>.  XXXIV. 


Dec. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


9,  1862. — Skirmish  at  Mudto  tvn,  Ark. 

9-15,  1862. — Expedition  from  Ozark,  Mo.,  into  Marion  County,  Ark. 

14,  1862. — Affair  near  Helena,  Ark. 

15,  1862. — Skirmish  at  Neosho,  Mo. 

17-21,  1862. — Expedition  from  New  Madrid  to  Clarkton,  Mo. 

20,  1862. — Skirmish  near  Cane  Hill,  Ark. 

21,  1862.— -Skirmish  at  Van  Bureu,  Ark. 

21-23,  1862. — Expedition  from  Fayetteville  to  Huntsville,  Ark. 

22,  1862. — Troops  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  operating  on  the  Mis- 

sissippi River  embodied  in  the  Thirteenth  and  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps,  Department  of  the  Tennessee. 

23,  1862. — Skirmish  on  the  Saint  Francis  Road,  near  Helena,  Ark. 

23-31,  1862.— Operations  in  the  Sugar  Creek  Hills,  Mo. 

28,  1862. — Skirmish  at  Dripping  Springs,  and  capture  of  Van  Buren,  Ark. 

New  Madrid,  Mo.,  evacuated  by  the  Union  forces. 

30,  1862. — Skirmish  at  La  Grange,  Ark. 

I 31,  1862-Jan.25,  1863, — Marmaduke’s  expedition  into  Missouri. 

‘ 1,  1863. — Affair  near  Helena,  Ark. 

2,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Cane  Hill,  Ark. 

Reoccupation  of  New  Madrid,  Mo.,  by  Union  forces. 

4-  6,  1863. — Scout  from  Ozark,  Mo.,  to  Dubuque,  Ark. 

4-11,  1863. — Expedition  against,  and  capture  of,  Arkansas  Post,  Ark.* 

6,  1863. — Capture  of  the  steamer  Jacob  Musselman,  opposite  Memphis. 

Affair  near  Linn  Creek,  Mo. 

8- 10,  1863. — Scout  from  Elk  Horn  to  Berryville,  Ark. 

9- 12,  1863. — Expedition  from  Huntsville  to  Buffalo  River,  Ark. 

10,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Carrollton,  Mo. 

11,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Wood  Creek,  Mo. 

Capture  of  the  steamer  Grampus  No.  2,  opposite  Memphis. 

12,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Lick  Creek,  near  Helena,  Ark. 

13,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Carthage,  Mo. 

13-19, 1863.— Expedition  from  Helena  up  the  White  River,  and  capture  of  Saint  j 
Charles,  Clarendon,  DevalPs  Bluff,  and  Des  Arc,  Ark. 

14,  1863.— The  “ Southwestern  Army”  (Confederate)  constituted,  under  com- 

mand of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith. 

— , 1863.— Skirmish  near  Maysville,  Ark. 

15,  1863.— Burning  of  Mound  City,  Ark. 

18,  1863.— Skirmish  in  the  Cherokee  country,  Ind.  T. 

21,  1863.— Skirmish  near  Columbia,  Mo. 

( 22,  1863.— Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of 

* the  Tennessee,  assumes  commaud  of  all  the  troops  in  Arkansas 

within  reach  of  his  orders. 

23-27,  1863.— Scout  from  Fayetteville  to  Van  Buren,  Ark. 

26,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Mulberry  Springs,  Ark. 

27,  1863. — Affair  at  Bloomfield,  Mo. 

29,  1863.— Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  McKean,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  commaud  of 
the  District  of  Northern  Missouri. 

2-  3,  1863. — Skirmishes  at  Vine  Prairie,  on  White  Oak  River,  and  near  the 
mouth  of  Mulberry  River,  Ark. 

2-13,  1863.— Scouts  and  skirmishes  in  and  about  Mingo  Swamp,  Mo. 

4,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Batesville,  Ark. 

5,  1863; — Skirmish  in  Pope  County,  Ark. 

Skirmish  on  Bear  Creek,  Johnson  County,  Mo. 

* For  reports,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XVII,  Part  I,  pp.  698-796. 
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Fob.  5-12,  1863. — Scout  from  Fayetteville  to  tbe  Arkausas  River,  and  skirmishes  at 
Threlkeld’s  Ferry  and  near  Van  Buren,  Ark. 

8,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Independence,  Mo. 

9,  1863. — The  “ Southwestern  Army”  (Confederate)  extended  to  embrace 

the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

10,  1863. — Skirmish  on  Sarcoxie  Prairie,  Mo. 

12,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Frog  Bayou,  Ark. 

1.3,  1863. — Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  U.  S.  Army,  resumes  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Northwest. 

15,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Arkadelphia,  Ark. 

17-19,  1863. — Attack  on  the  steamer  Hercules  and  burning  of  Hopefield,  Ark. 
19-22,  1863. — Scout  in  Barton  and  Jasper  Counties,  Mo. 

20,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Fort  Halleck,  Dak. 

27,  1863.— Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price,  C.  S.  Army,  ordered  to  the  Trans-Missis- 

sippi Department. 

28,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T. 

Mar.  1-  2,  1863. — Capture  of,  and  skirmish  near,  Bloomfield,  Mo. 

2,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Neosho,  Mo. 

3,  1863. — Raid  by  guerrillas  on  Granby,  Mo. 

5,  1863. — Skirmish  opposite  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 

5-12,  1863. — Expedition  from  Helena  up  the  Saint  Francis  and  Little  Rivers, 
and  skirmish  at  Madison,  Ark. 

5- 13,  1863. — Operations  in  Newton  and  Jasper  Counties,  Mo.,  and  skirmish  (9th) 

near  Sherwood. 

6,  1863. — Skirmish  on  White  River,  Ark. 

6- 10,  1863. — Expedition  from  Helena  to  Big  and  Lick  Creeks,  Ark.,  and  skir- 

mishes. 

7,  1863. — Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of  the 

forces  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

9-15,  1863.— Expedition  from  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  to  Chalk  Bluff,  Ark.,  and  to 
Gum  Slougli,  Kennett,  Hornersville,  etc.,  Mo.,  and  skirmishes. 
10,  1863. — Maj.  Gen.  Edwin  V.  Sumner,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  of 
the  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

18,  1863. — Lieut.  Gen.  Theophilus  H.  Holmes,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command 

’of  the  District  of  Arkansas.  • 

19,  1863. — Skirmish  on  Frog  Bayou,  Ark. 

19-23,  1863. — Scout  toward,  and  affair  (21st)  near,  Doniphan,  Mo. 

22,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Blue  Springs,  near  Independence,  Mo. 

Skirmish  near  the  head  of  White  River,  Ark. 

24-Apr.  1,  1863. — Scout  from  Bloomfield  to  Scatterville,  Mo. 

27,  1863. — Skirmish  with  Indians  on  the  Rio  Bonita,  Dak. 

28,  1863. — Guerrilla  attack  on  steamer  Sam.  Gaty. 

29-Apr.  5,  1863. — Scouts  from  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

30,  1863. — Skirmish  at  “The  Island,”  Vernon  County,  Mo. 

Skirmishes  at  Tahlequah,  Ind.  T. 

Skirmish  at  Cross  Hollow,  Ark. 

31,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Clapper’s  Saw- Mill,  Crooked  Creek,  Ark. 

Skirmish  at  Owensville,  Mo. 

Apr.  1,  1863. — Maj.  Gen.  Francis  J.  Herron,  U.  S.  Army,  supersedes  Brig.  Gen. 

John  M.  Schofield  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier. 
Skirmish  at  Chalk  Bluff,  Ark. 

Skirmish  near  Clarendon,  Ark. 

1-  5,  1863. — Scout  from  Linden  to  White  River,  Mo. 

— , 1863. — Skirmishes  in  Carroll  County,  Mo.  * 

2,  1863. — Skirmish  on  Little  Rock  Road,  Ark. 

Affair  in  Jackson  County,  Mo. 
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Apr.  3-  8,  1863. — Scout  from  Carrollton  to  Yellvillc,  Ark.,  and  skirmishes. 

5,  1863. — Scouts  from  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

8,  1863. — Skirmish  in  Saint  Francis  County,  Ark. 

9,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Sedalia,  Mo. 

Skirmish  on  White  River,  Ark. 

10,  1863. — Expedition  from  Humboldt  to  Cottonwood,  Kans. 

11,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Webber’s  Falls,  Ind.  T. 

Skirmish  near  Squirrel  Creek  Crossing,  Colo. 

17,  1863. — Skirmish  on  White  River,  Mo. 

17-May  2,  1863.  — Marmaduke’s  expedition  into  Missouri. 

18,  1863. — Action  at  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Scout  through  Shannon  County,  Mo. 

18- 21,  1863. — Scout  from  Salem  to  Sinking  Creek,  Current  River,  and  Big 

Creek,  Mo. 

19- 20,  1863. — Scout  near  Neosho,  Mo. 

20,  1863. — Affair  at  Bloomfield,  Mo. 

21-May  2,  1863. — Expedition  from  Lake  Spring,  Mo.,  to  Chalk  Bluff,  Ark. 

23,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Independence,  Mo. 

25,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Webber’s  Falls,  Ind.  T. 

26,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Elm  Springs,  Ark. 

30,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T. 

May  1,  1863. — Skirmish  at  La  Grange,  Ark. 

3,  1863.— Expedition  on  the  Santa  F6  Road,  Mo. 

3-11,  1863. — Scout  in  Cass  and  Bates  Counties,  Mo. 

4,  1863. — Operations  about  Lexington,  Mo. 

5-  9,  1863. — Scout  from  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  to  Sherwood,  Mo.,  and  skirmishes. 

6- 15,  1863. — Scout  between  the  White  and  Saint  Francis  Rivers,  Ark. 

6-19,  1863. — Scout  from  Creek  Agency,  Ind.  T.,  to  Jasper  County,  Mo.,  in- 
cluding skirmishes  at  Martin’s  House,  Centre  Creek,  and  near 
Sherwood,  and  destruction  of  Sherwood. 

9,  1863. — Skirmish  in  Stone  County,  Mo. 

11,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Mount  Vernon,  Ark. 

Skirmish  at  Taylor’s  Creek  or  Crowley’s  Ridge,  Ark. 

12,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Bloomfield,  Mo. 

13-18,  1863. — Scojit  from  Newtoniato  French  Point  and  Centre  Creek,  Mo.,  aud 
skirmishes. 

14,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T. 

15,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 

Skirmish  at  Big  Creek,  near  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo. 

16,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Carthage,  Mo. 

18,  1863. — Affair  at  Hog  Island,  Bates  County,  Mo. 

19,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Richfield,  Clay  County,  Mo. 

20,  1863. — Action  near  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T. 

21,  1863. — Operations  of  guerrillas  on  Santa  F<5  Road,  near  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
21-30,  1863.— Scout  from  Cassville,  through  Northwestern  Arkansas,  into  New- 
ton and  Jasper  Counties,  Mo.,  including  skirmishes  (22d)  at 
Bentonville  and  (26th)  near  Carthage. 

22,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T. 

23,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Hartville,  Mo. 

23-26,  1863. — Expedition  from  Helena  to  near  Napoleon,  Ark.  , and  skirmish  near 
Island  No.  65,  Mississippi  River. 

24,  1863. — Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  U.  S.  Army,  supersedes  Maj.  Gen. 

Samuel  R.  Curtis  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Mis- 
souri. 
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May  25,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Polk’s  Plantation,  near  Helena,  Ark. 

26,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Mountain  Store,  Mo. 

Skirmish  at  Bush  Creek,  Mo. 

28,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T. 

29,  1863. — The  Enrolled  Militia  of  Missouri  placed  under  command  of  Major- 

General  Schofield. 

— , 1863. — Affair  near  Patterson,  Mo. 

June  1,  1863. — Skirmishes  near  Rocheport,  Mo. 

Skirmish  near  Doniphan,  Mo. 

Affair  at  Waverly,  Mo. 

4,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

6,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Shawneetown,  Kans. 

6-20,  1863.— Operations  about  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T.,  including  skirmish  (16tli) 
on  Greenleaf  Prairie. 

8,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Cole  Camp,  Mo. 

Affair  near  Fort  Scott,  Kans. 

9,  1863. — District  of  the  Frontier  constituted,  under  command  of  Maj.  Gen. 

James  G.  Blunt,  U.  S.  Army. 

District  of  the  Border  constituted,  under  command  of  Brig.  Gen. 
Thomas  Ewing,  jr. 

11,  1863. — Scout  to  Jacksonport,  Ark. 

16-Sept.  13,  1863. — The  Sioux  Expedition,  Dakota. 

17,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Westport,  Mo. 

Affair  near  Wellington,  Mo. 

18,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Rocheport,  Mo. 

20-23,  1863. — Scouts  from  Waynesville,  Mo. 

23,  1863. — Skirmish  at,  and  destruction  of,  Sibley,  Mo. 

Skirmish  near  Papinsville,  Mo. 

Attack  on  Pawnee  Agency,  Nebr. 

25,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Madison,  Ark. 

27-28,  1863.— Skirmishes  at  Carthage,  Mo. 

30,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Hudson’s  Ford,  Neosho  River. 

July  1-  2,  1863. — Engagement  at  Cabin  Creek,  Ind.  T. 

3,  1863. — Scout  from  Salem,  Mo.,  and  skirmish. 

4,  1863. — Attack  on  Helena,  Ark. 

Skirmish  at  Cassville,  Mo. 

Affair  in  the  Black  Fork  Hills,  Mo. 

7,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Drywood,  Mo. 

Skirmish  with  Indians  at  Grand  Pass,  Idaho. 

10,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Florence,  Mo. 

11,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Stockton,  Mo. 

— , 1863. — Skirmish  near  Cross  Hollow,  Ark. 

12,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Switzler’s  Mill,  Chariton  County,  Mo. 

17,  1863. — Engagement  at  Elk  Creek,  near  Honey  Springs,  Ind.  T. 

18-26,  1863. — Scout  from  Cassville,  Mo.,  to  Huntsville,  Ark.,  etc. 

20,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Cabin  Creek,  Ind.  T. 

24,  1863. — Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price,  C.  S.  Army,  supersedes  Lieut.  Gen.  Tlie- 

ophilus  H.  Holmes  in  command  of  the  District  of  Arkansas. 
Skirmish  in  Dade  County,  Mo. 

25,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Brownsville,  Ark. 

27,  1863. — Affair  near  Cassville,  Mo. 

27-  29,  1863. — Expedition  from  Baxter  Springs  to  Grand  River,  Kans. 

28,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Marshall,  Mo. 

28,  1863. — Skirmish  near  High  Grove,  Mo. 
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July  — , 1863. — Expedition  from  Grcensborough  to  Helena,  Arlc. 

28-30,  1863. — Scout  from  Newtonia  to  Oliver’s  Prairie,  Mo. 

30,  1863. — Skirmishes  near  Elm  Springs,  Ark. 

Skirmish  near  Lexington,  Mo. 

Skirmish  near  Marshall,  Mo. 

Aug.  1,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Taylor’s  Farm,  on  the  Little  Blue,  Mo. 

Affair  at  Round  Ponds,  near  Castor  River,  Mo. 

1-Sept.  14,  1863. — Advance  of  the  Union  forces  upon  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
etc. 

2,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Stumptown,  Mo. 

— , 1863. — Scout  from  Pocahontas,  Ark.,  to  Patterson,  Mo. 

5,  1863. — Maj.  Gen.  Frederick  Steele,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of  the 
army,  to  take  the  field  from  Helena,  Ark. 

6-  9,  1863. — Scout  from  Greenfield  to  Golden  Grove  and  Carthage,  Mo. 

Scout  from  Lexington  to  vicinity  of  Hopewell,  Mo. 

G-10,  1863. — Expedition  from  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  to  Clear  Lake,  Mo. 

6-11,  1863. — Scout  from  Houston  to  Spring  River  Mills,  Mo.,  and  skirmishes,  j 

7,  L863. — Skirmish  at  New  Madrid,  Mo. 

8,  1863. — Affair  on  Clear  Creek,  near  Ball  Town,  Mo. 

9,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Garden  Hollow,  near  Pineville,  Mo.  . j 

9-18,  1863. — Scout  from  Cape  Girardeau  to  Ash  Hill  and  Poplar  Bluff,  Mo.,  and 

skirmish  (13th)  at  Ash  Hill. 

10,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Dayton,  Mo. 

11,  1863. — Maj.  Gen.  Frederick  Steele,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  commaud  of  all 

troops  in  Arkansas  north  of  the  Arkansas  River. 

12-16, 1863. — Scout  from  Houston  to  Jack’s  Fork,  Mo.,  and  skirmish  (14th). 

13, 1863. — Skirmish  at  Pineville,  Mo. 

13-Sept.  11,  1863. — Expedition  against  Indians  in  Dakota. 

14,  1863. — Skirmish  at  West  Point,  Mo. 

Skirmish  near  Sherwood,  Mo. 

Skirmish  near  Wellington,  Mo. 

Skirmish  near  Jack’s  Fork,  Mo. 

15,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Bentonville,  Ark. 

17-26,  1863. — Expeditions  from  Cape  Girardeau  and  Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  to  Poca 
liontas,  Ark. 

20-28,  1863. — Quantrill’s  raid  into  Kansas,  and  pursuit  by  Union  forces. 

22-23,  1863. — Skirmishes  at  Pocahontas,  Mo. 

23,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Scout  ou  Bennett’s  Bayou,  Mo.,  and  skirmishes. 

25,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Waynesville,  Mo. 

Skirmish  near  Independence,  Mo. 

25-*88,  1863. — Scout  from  Sedalia,  and  skirmish  (26th)  at  Clear  Fork,  Mo. 

26,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Perry  ville,  Ind.  T. 

28-Sept.  7,  1863. — Expedition  from  Lexington  into  La  Fayette,  Johnson 
Cass,  and  Henry  Counties,  Mo. 

29,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Texas  Prairie,  Mo. 

30,  1863.'— Skirmish  at  Washington,  Ark. 

31,  1863. — Skirmish  on  the  Marais  des  Cygnes,  Kans. 

Sept.  1,  1863. — Occupation  of  Fort  Smith,  Ark*.,  by  the  Union  forces. 

Skirmish  at  Jenny  Lind,  Arlc. 

Action  at  Devil’s  Backbone,  or  Backbone  Mountain,  Ark. 

4,  1863. — Affair  at  Quincy,  Mo. 

4-  5,  1863. — Skirmishes  at  Bentonville,  Flint  Creek,  Ilog-Eye,  and  Rouu< 
Prairie,  Ark. 
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Sept,  4-  7,  18G3. — Scout  from  Cold  Water  Grove  to  Pleasant  l-Iill  and  Big  Creek,  Mo., 
and  skirmishes. 

4-24,  1883. — Scout  from  Fort  Lyon,  Colo.,  to  Fort  Lamed,  Kans. 
f>,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Maysville,  Ark. 

6,  1863. — Attack  on  train  between  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  and  Carthage,  Mo. 

Skirmish  in  Hutton  Valley,  Mo. 

7,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Bear  Skin  Lake,  Mo. 

7-19,  1863.— Expedition  from  Springfield,  Mo.,  into  Arkansas  and  Indian  Ter- 
ritory, and  skirmish  (15th)  near  Enterprise,  Mo. 

7-30,  1863. — Expedition  to  Big  Lake,  Mississippi  County,  Ark. 

9,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Webber’s  Falls,  Ind.  T. 

11,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Waldron,  Ark. 

12,  1863. — Affair  near  Houston,  Texas  County,  Mo. 

Skirmish  at  Dardanelle,  Ark. 

13, 1863. — Attack  on,  and  skirmish  near,  Salem,  Mo. 

13-21,  1863. — Scout  from  Fort  Larned  to  Booth’s  Ranch,  Arkansas  River, 
Kans. 

15,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Enterprise,  Ark. 

Skirmish  in  Jackson  County,  Mo. 

15-18,  1863.— Scout  from  Greenfield,  Mo. 

16,  1863.— Affair  at  Brownsville,  Ark. 

17,  1863. — Skirmish  on  Horse  Creek,  Mo. 

20,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Hornersville,  Mo. 

22-25,  1863. — Scout  in  La  Fayette  County,  Mo.,  and  skirmishes. 

22-Oet.  26,  1863. — Shelby’s  raid  in  Arkansas  and  Missouri. 

23,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Bayou  Meto  Bridge,  Ark. 

* 25,  1863. — Lieut.  Gen.  Theophilus  H.  Holmes,  C.  S.  Army,  resumes  command 

of  the  District  of  Arkansas. 

26,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Cassville,  Mo. 

27,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Newtonia,  Mo. 

27-28,  1863. — Scout  in  Bates  County,  Mo. 

29-Ocfc.  26,  1863. — Expeditions  from  Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  to  Oregon  County,  Mo  , 
and  Pocahontas,  Ark. 

Oct.  1,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Elizabethtown,  Ark. 

2,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Carthage,  Mo. 

Skirmish  at  Vance’s  Store,  Ark. 

3-  7,  1863. — Operations  in  Bates  and  Vernon  Counties,  Mo. 

4,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Widow  Wheeler’s,  southwest  of  Neosho,  Mo. 

5,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Syracuse,  Mo. 

6,  1863. — Action  at  Baxter  Springs,  Ark. 

Skirmish  at  Waldron,  Ark. 

7,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Evening  Shade,  Ark. 

Skirmish  a.t  Ferry’s  Ford,  Ark. 

Skirmish  in  the  Choctaw  Nation,  Ind.  T. 

7-10,  1863. — Scout  in  Spring  River  country,  Ark. 

7-17,  1863. — Expedition  from  Sedalia  to  Marshall,  Mo. 

10,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Tulip,  Ark. 

11,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Brazil  Creek,  Choctaw  Nation,  Ind.  T. 

11- 14,  1863. — Demonstration  against  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

12,  1863.— rSkirmish  at  Webber’s  Falls,  Ind.  T. 

Skirmish  at  Tulip,  Ark. 

Affair  at  McGuire’s,  near  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

12- 16,  1863. — Scout  from  Fort  Garland,  Colo.,  and  killing  of  outlaw  Espanoza. 

14,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Man’s  Creek,  Shannon  County,  Mo. 

15,  1863. — Skirmish  on  Creek  Agency,  Ind.  T. 
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Oct.  19,  1863. — Affair  on  Honey  Creek,  Mo. 

21,  1863. — Affair  in  Greenton  Valley,  near  Hopewell,  Mo. 

22,  1863. — Mutiny  at  Bloomfield,  Mo. 

25,  1863. — Action  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 

26,  1863. — Skirmish  at  King’s  House,  near  Waynesville,  Mo.  9 

26- Nov.  12,  1863. — Scout  from  Cape  Girardeau  to  Doniphan,  Mo.,  and  Poca- 

hontas, Ark. 

27,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Tulip,  Ark. 

27- Nov.  15,  1863. — Expedition  from  Cape  Girardeau  to  Clarkton,  Mo. 

28,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Clarksville,  Ark. 

29,  1863. — Affair  near  Warsaw,  Mo. 

Skirmish  at  Ozark,  Ark. 

29-No v.  5,  1863. — Scout  frorp  Pilot  Knob  to  Alton  and  Doniphan,  Mo. 

30,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Fourteen-mile  Creek,  Ind.  T. 

Nov.  2,  1863. — Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of  the  j 
District  of  the  Frontier. 

Skirmish  in  Bates  Township,  Ark. 

4,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Lexington,  Mo. 

4-  6,  1863. — Skirmishes  at  and  near  Neosho,  Mo. 

4-  9, 1863. — Scout  from  Houston  to  Jack’s  Fork,  Mo. 

4-19,  1863. — Scouts  in  Reynolds,  Shannon,  and  Oregon  Counties,  Mo. 

5,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Neosho,  Mo. 

7-13,  1863. — Expedition  from  Fayetteville  to  Frog  Bayou,  Ark.,  and  skirmishes  | 
(9th)  near  Huntsville  and  (10th)  near  Kingston. 

9,  1863. — Skirmish  in  the  Choctaw  Nation,  Ind.  T. 

10-18  1863. — Expedition  from  Benton  to  Mount  Ida,  Ark.,  and  skirmish  (11th) 
at  Caddo  Gap. 

Expedition  from  Springfield,  Mo.,  to  Huntsville,  Carrollton,  and 
Berry ville,  Ark.,  and  skirmishes. 

— , 1863. — Expedition  into  Arkansas,  and  skirmish. 

11,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Fouch6-le-Faix  Mountains,  Ark. 

Skirmish  at  Greenleaf  Prairie,  Ind.  T. 

12,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Roseville,  Ark. 

Skirmish  at  Greenleaf  Prairie,  Ind.  T. 

13,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Mount  Ida,  Ark. 

14-17,  1863. — Expedition  from  Helena,  Ark. 

15,  1863. — Skirmish  in  Newton  County,  Ark. 

17-27,  1863. — Scouts  about  Houston,  Mo. 

18,  1863. — Skirmishes  on  Shoal  and  Turkey  Creeks,  Jasper  County,  Mo. 

19,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Dr.  Green’s  Farm,  near  Lawrencevillc,  Ark. 

21,  1863. — Affair  at  Jacksonport,  Ark. 

22,  1863. — Affair  near  Houston,  Mo. 

23- 29,  1863. — Scouts  from  Houston,  Mo. 

23-Dec.  18,  1863. — Expedition  from  Springfield  to  Howell,  Wright,  and  Ore- 
gon Counties,  Mo. 

24,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Clarksville,  Ark. 

24- 28,  1863. — Scouts  from  Salem  to  Bushy  and  Pigeon  Creeks,  Gladen  Valley, 

and  Dry  Fork,  Mo. 

25,  1863. — Skirmish  in  Crawford  County,  Ark. 

Skirmish  on  tbe  Big  Piney,  near  Houston,  Mo. 

Scout  in  the  vicinity  of  Waynesville,  Mo. 

Raid  on  Farmington,  Mo. 

26,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Woodson,  Mo. 

— , 1863. — Scout  from  Neosho  to  Sboal  and  Turkey  Creeks,  Mo. 

29-30,  1863. — Attack  on  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  and  pursuit  of  the  Confederates  to 
Brown’s  Ferry,  Ark. 
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Dec.  1,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Benton,  Ark. 

Skirmish  near  Devall’s  Bluff,  Ark. 

Affair  with  Ponca  Indiaus. 

2-  7,  1863. — Scout  from  Waldron  to  Mount  Ida,  Caddo  Gap,  and  Dallas,  Ark. 

4,  1863. — Skirmish  with  Indians  at  Niobrara,  Nebr. 

5-13,  1863. — Reconnaissance  from  Little  Rock,  and  skirmish  (8th)  at  Prince- 
ton, Ark. 

9-14,  1863. — Scouts  from  Waldron  down  Dutch  Creek,  Ark. 

9-19,  1863. — Scouts  from  Houston,  Mo. 

11,  1863. — Brig.  Gen.  S.  B.  Maxey,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  of  the 

Indian  Territory. 

11-13,  1863. — Scout  from  Waldron  to  Dallas,  Ark. 

12,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Devall’s  Bluff,  Ark. 

13,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Meriwether’s  Ferry,  Bayou  Bo6uf,  Ark. 

14,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Caddo  Mill,  Ark. 

16,  1863. — Demonstration  on  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T. 

Skirmish  near  Springfield,  Mo. 

16-31,  1863. — Scout  from  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  including  skirmishes  (23d)  at 
Stroud’s  Store  and  (25th)  on  Buffalo  River. 

18,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Sheldon’s  Place,  Barren  Fork,  Ind.  T. 

19-20,  1863.— Scout  from  Lexington,  Mo. 

23,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Jacksonport,  Ark. 

23- 25,  1863. — Attack  on  Centreville,  Mo.,  and  imrsuit  of  the  Confederates,  in- 

cluding skirmish  (25th)  at  Pulliam’s. 

24- 29,  1863. — Scout  from  Cassville,  Mo. 

26,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T. 

26-28,  1883. — Scout  from  Salem,  Mo. 

26,  1863-Jan.  2,  1864. — Scout  from  Forsyth,  Mo.,  to  Batesvillc,  Ark. 

29,  1863. — Attack  on  Waldron,  Ark. 

31,  1863. — Skirmish  in  Searcy  County,  Mo. 

GENERAL  REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army,  General-in-Chief,  of  operations  in 
the  Departments  of  the  Missouri  and  of  the  Northwest,  November  25,  1862- 
November  15,  1863. 

No.  2. — Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Missouri,  of  operations  May  24-December  10,  1863. 

No.  3.— Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
partment, of  operations  March  7,  1863-February  21,  1864. 

No.  4. — Brig.  Gen.  William  Steele,  C.  S.  Army,  of  operations  in  the  Indian  Territory 
in  1863. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Halleck , U.  8.  Army,  General-in-Chief  ',  of 
■ operations  in  the  Departments  of  the  Missouri  and  of  the  Northwest , 
f November  25, 18G2-N  ovember  15,  1863. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington , D.  C.,  November  25,  1863. 
Sir  : In  compliance  with  your  orders,  I submit  the  following  sum- 
mary of  military  operations  since  my  last  annual  report: 

* * * # # * *■ 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  MISSOURI. 

The  withdrawal  to  Missouri  of  a large  part  of  our  forces  in  Arkansas, 
as  stated  in  my  last  annual  report,  left  the  frontier  of  the  former  exposed 
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to  raids,  of  which  the  rebels  were  prompt  to  take  advantage.  Marma- 
duke,  with  the  advance  of  Hindman’s  rebel  armj7,  moved  forward  with 
the  purpose  of  entering  the  southwest  of  Missouri.  Before  the  enemy 
could  concentrate  his  forces  for  battle,  Brigadier-General  Blunt,  by  j 
forced  marches,  encountered  him  at  Cane  Hill,  in  the  Boston  Mountains. 

A running  fight  took  place  on  the  28th  of  November,  1862,  in  which 
the  enemy  was  defeated  with  a heavy  loss.  Our  casualties  were  4 killed  J 
and  36  wounded. 

Four  days  after  the  combat  of  Cane  Hill,  it  was  ascertained,  from 
reliable  information,  that  Hindman’s  army  had  crossed  the  Arkansas 
River,  and  formed  a junction  with  Marmaduke  at  Lee’s  Creek,  15  miles  I 
north  of  Van  Buren,  to  which  point  the  latter  had  retreated  after  the 
action  of  the  28th  of  November. 

The  united  rebel  force  was  believed  to  be  very  much  greater  than  our  \ 
own,  of  which  two  divisions  were  more  than  100  miles  in  the  rear.  Im-  | 
mediately  upon  learning  General  Blunt’s  danger  from  an  overwhelm- 
ing attack  of  the  enemy,  General  Herron,  by  forced  marches  (110  miles  ! 
in  three  days),  arrived  at  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  7 tli  of  December.  Soon  after,  we  encountered  the  enemy  in  force 
at  Prairie  Grove,  while  attempting  a flank  movement  to  get  between  ; 
Blunt  and  the  approaching  succor,  designing  to  crush  both  in  succes- 
sion. This  skillfully  devised  project  was  fortunately  frustrated  by  the 
valor  and  endurance  of  Herron’s  divisions,  which  stoutly  held  their 
ground  till  about  2 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  Blunt’s  forces  arrived 
upon  the  field,  and  the  engagement  became  general  along  the  entire 
line,  and  continued  to  be  fiercely  contested  until  dark.  During  the  night 
the  enemy  retreated  across  the  Boston  Mountains.  Although  the  rebels  i 
suffered  much  more  severely  than  ourselves,  we  purchased  the  victory  ; 
with  the  loss  of  167  killed,  798  wounded,  and  183  missing,  making  a 
total  loss  of  1,148,  of  which  953  were  of  Herron’s  divisions.* 

Early  in  January,  1863,  a rebel  force,  estimated  at  from  4,000  to  6,000, 
under  Marmaduke,  moved  upon  Lawrence  Mills,  and  proceeded,  by  way 
of  Ozark,  to  the  attack  of  Springfield,  Mo.,  to  which  place  our  small 
force,  consisting  chiefly  of  militia,  convalescents,  and  citizens,  was  com- 
pelled  to  fall  back.  This  miscellaneous  garrison,  of  only  about  1,000 
men,  obstinately  defended  the  place  most  of  the  day  of  the  8th  of  Jan- 
uary,  with  the  loss  of  14  killed,  145  wounded,  and  5 missing — in  all, 
164.  Under  cover  of  the  night  the  enemy  withdrew,  and  our  force  was  | 
too  feeble  to  make  a vigorous  pursuit.  Another  skirmish  took  place  at  j 
Hartville  on  the  11th,  in  which  our  loss  was  7 killed  and  64  wounded. 
We  captured  27  prisoners. 

The  season  was  now  so  far  advanced  and  the  roads  so  impassable  that 
further  operations  could  not  be  carried  on  by  either  party. 

On  the  15th  of  July,  Major-General  Blunt  crossed  the  Arkansas  River,  ] 
near  Honey  Springs,  Ind.  T.,  and  on  the  16th  [17th]  attacked  a supe-  1 
rior  force  of  rebels  under  General  Cooper,  which  he  completely  routed, 
the  enemy  leaving  their  killed  and  wounded  on  the  field.  Our  loss  was 
17  killed  and  60  wounded,  while  that  of  the  enemy  was  150  killed  (buried 
by  our  men),  400  wounded,  and  77  prisoners  taken,  besides  1 piece  of 
artillery,  200  stand  of  arms,  and  15  wagons. 

After  several  skirmishes  with  the  enemy,  General  Blunt  descended 
the  Arkansas  River,  and,  on  the  1st  of  September,  occupied  Fort  Smith, 
Ark.  j 

The  main  body  of  our  troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  had, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  been  sent  to  re-enforce  General  Grant 

* But.  see  revised  statement,  j>p.  84-86.  1 1 
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before  Vicksburg.  Taking  advantage  of  this  reduction  of  force,  tlie 
enemy  moved  against  Helena,  and  attacked  that  place  on  the  4th  of 
July.  After  a severe  engagement,  he  was  defeated  by  Major-General 
Prentiss,  with  a heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  and  1,100  prisoners. 
Our  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  was  only  about  250.* 

As  soon  as  Vicksburg  had  capitulated,  Major-General  Steele  was  sent 
with  a force  to  Helena,  with  instructions  to  form  a junction  with  Brig- 
adier-General Davidson,  who  was  moving  south  from  Missouri,  by 
Crowley’s  Ridge,  and  drive  the  enemy  south  of  Arkansas  River.  This 
junction  being  effected,  General  Steele  established  his  depot  and  hospi- 
tals at  Devall’s  Bluff,  and  on  the  1st  of  August  advanced  against  the 
enemy,  who  fell  back  toward  Little  Rock.  After  several  successful 
skirmishes  he  reached  the  Arkansas  River,  and  threw  a part  of  his  force 
upon  the  south  side  to  threaten  the  enemy’s  communications  with  Arka- 
delphia  and  take  his  defenses  in  reverse.  The  rebels,  on  seeing  this 
movement,  destroyed  what  property  they  could,  aiid,  after  a slight  re- 
sistance, fled  in  disorder,  pursued  by  our  cavalry;  and  on  the  10th  of 
September  our  troops  took  possession  of  the  capital  of  Arkansas.  Our 
loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  did  not  exceed  100.  We  captured 
1,000  prisoners,  and  such  public  property  as  the  rebels  had  not  time  to 
destroy.  After  the  capture  of  Little  Rock,  and  while  our  cavalry  were 
driving  the  main  force  of  the  rebels  south,  the  enemy  attempted  to  re- 
capture Pine  Bluff,  but  was  repulsed  with  heavy  loss.  On  the  28th  of 
October  our  troops  occupied  Arkadelphia,  the  enemy  retreating  to  Red 
River. 

A large  part  of  the  military  force  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri 
has  been  employed  during  the  past  year  in  repelling  raids  and  in  re- 
pressing the  guerrilla  bands  of  robbers  and  murderers  who  have  come 
within  our  lines  or  been  organized  iu  the  country.  Most  of  these  bands 
are  not  authorized  belligerents  under  the  laws  of  war,  but  simply  out- 
laws from  civilized  society.  It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  eradicate  these 
bands,  inasmuch  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  sometimes  from 
disloyalty  and  sometimes  from  fear,  afford  them  subsistence  and  con- 
cealment. They  usually  hide  themselves  in  the  woods,  and,  being  well 
mounted,  move  rapidly  from  one  point  to  another,  supplying  themselves 
by  the  way  with  provisions  and  fresh  horses.  They  rob  and  murder 
wherever  tbey  go.  In  the  recent  raid  of  one  of  these  bands  into  Kan- 
sas, they  burned  the  city  of  Lawrence  and  murdered  the  inhabitants 
without  regard  to  age  or  sex,  committing  atrocities  more  inhuman  than 
those  of  Indian  savages. 

These  are  the  terrible  results  of  a border  contest,  incited  at  first  for 
political  purposes,  and  since  increased  in  animosity  by  the  civil  war  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  till  all  sense  of  humanity  seems  to  have  been 
lost  in  the  desire  to  avenge  with  blood  real  or  fancied  grievances.  This 
extraordinary  condition  of  affairs  on  that  frontier  seems  to  call  for  the 
application  of  a imompt  and  severe  remedy. 

It  has  been  proposed  to  depopulate  the  frontier  counties  of  Missouri, 
and  to  lay  waste  the  country  on  the  border  so  as  to  prevent  its  fur- 
nishing any  shelter  or  subsistence  to  these  bands  of  murderers.  Such 
measures  are  within  the  recognized  laws  of  war  ; they  were  adopted  by 
Wellington  in  Portugal,  and  by  the  Russian  armies  in  the  campaign  of 
1812 ; but  they  should  be  adopted  only  in  case  of  overruling  necessity. 
The  execution  of  General  Schofield’s  order  on  this  subject  has  been 
suspended,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  hereafter  to 
renew  it. 


See  p.  390. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  NORTHWEST. 


As  soon  as  the  season  was  sufficiently  advanced  for  a campaign  against 
the  Indians,  General  Pope  sent  a column,  under  Brigauier-General  Sib- 
ley, up  the  Mississippi  Biver  to  near  our  northern  boundary,  and  thence 
across  the  country  to  the  Missouri ; and  another  of  cavalry,  under  Brig- 
adier-General Sully,  from  Sioux  City  up  the  latter  river  to  cut  off  the 
retreat  of  the  hostile  Indians  whom  General  Sibley  might  drive  before 
him  from  Minnesota  and  Eastern  Dakota.  Unfortunately  these  move- 
ments were  not  well  timed,  and  no  junction  was  effected.  A portion  of 
the  savages  driven  north  took  refuge  within  British  territory,  where  our 
troops  were  not  permitted  to  follow  them.  Some  lied  westward,  and 
were  overtaken  by  General  Sibley  near  Missouri  Coteau,  where  he  en- 
countered a force  of  Minnesota  and  Dakota  warriors,  estimated  at  from 
2,200  to  2,500.  In  the  engagements  which  followed  at  Big  Mound  and 
Dead  Buffalo  Lake,  the  Indians  were  completely  routed,  with  a heavy 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  in  the  destruction  of  their  provisions 
and  means  of  transportation.  Our  loss  was  5 killed  and  4 wounded. 
The  savages  who  escaped  crossed  to  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  General  Sibley  reached  that  river,  about  40  miles  below  Fort  Clarke, 
on  the  29th  of  July,  having  marched  a distance  of  some  600  miles  from 
Saint  Paul. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  General  Sully  encountered  and  defeated,  at 
White  Stone  Hill,  about  130  miles  above  the  Little  Cheyenne,  a body  of 
Indians,  a part  of  whom  had  previously  been  engaged  against  Sibley’s 
column.  The  savages  were  defeated  with  a heavy  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  and  156  prisoners.  Our  loss  was  20  killed  and  38  wounded.* 

With  these  operations  the  present  Indian  campaign  was  terminated. 
Decent  hostilities  in  Idaho  may  render  it  necessary  to  send  a military 
expedition  into  that  Territory  early  in  the  spring. 

#*##### 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  May.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield , TJ.  S.  Army , commanding  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri,  of  operations  May  ^-December  10,  1863. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , Mo.,  December  10, 1863. 
Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  a general  summary  of  military 
operations  in  this  department  since  the  24th  of  May,  1863,  when  I 
assumed  this  command. 

At  that  time  active  operations  against  the  organized  force  of  the 
enemy  in  Arkansas  had  been  suspended  until  the  opening  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi should  give  us  a new  base  and  a new  line  of  operations,  by 
which  it  would  be  practicable  to  operate  in  the  interior  of  Arkansas. 
There  was  no  immediate  employment  for  the  troops  of  this  department 


But  see  revised  statement,  p.  561. 
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- except  the  ordinary  police  duties  in  Missouri,  Kansas,  and  ainoog  the 
Indian  tribes  in  the  Western  Territories. 

The  effective  troops  in  the  department  at  that  time  consisted  of 
14,248  infantry,  15,509  cavalry,  and  thirteen  batteries  of  artillery,  dis- 
tributed as  follows,  viz : The  Army  of  the  Frontier,  distributed  along 
the  southern  border  of  Missouri  and  Kansas,  and  in  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory as  far  south  as  Fort  Gibson,  5,011  infantry,  3,826  cavalry,  and  four 
batteries  of  artillery.  Troops  doing  police  duty  in  Missouri,  5,657  in- 
fantry, 9,200  cavalry,  and  six  batteries.  In  Kansas,  3,506  infantry,  1,343 
cavalry,  and  two  batteries.  In  Nebraska,  392  cavalry.  In  Colorado, 
74  infantry,  748  cavalry,  and  one  battery. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Governor  of  Missouri  had  commenced 
the  organization  of  nine  regiments  of  militia,  styled  u provisional  regi- 
ments,” intended  for  continuous  active  service.  A portion  of  this  mili- 
tia had  been  in  active  service  for  a considerable  length  of  time,  but  not 
under  the  orders  of  the  department  commander,  and  not  acting  in  con- 
cert with  the  United  States  troops.  At  my  suggestion,  the  Governor 
placed  these  nine  regiments  under  my  command;  whereupon  the  War 
Department  gave  me  authority  to  supply  them  with  everything  neces- 
sary to  their  efficiency,  and  they  became  a real  addition  to  the  effective 
force  in  the  department,  making  my  entire  force  36,816  men  effective. 

With  a view  to  the  commencement  of  active  operations  as  soon  as 
practicable,  I reorganized  the  Army  of  the  Frontier,  uniting  all  the 
cavalry  and  adding  to  it,  forming  a division  of  cavalry  6,000  strong, 
with  a proper  proportion  of  artillery,  under  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson, 
and  forming  the  infantry  into  a single  division,  with  three  batteries, 
under  Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron,  intending  to  send  the  infantry  and  artil- 
lery by  water  to  a new  base  on  the  river,  and  let  the  cavalry  march 
overland,  as  soon  as  General  Grant’s  operations  should  enable  me  to 
commence  an  aggressive  movement. 

This  reorganization  had  but  commenced,  when,  on  the  2d  day  of  June, 
I received  a dispatch  from  the  General-in-Chief,  directing  me  to  sent! 
all  the  force  I could  spare  to  the  aid  of  General  Grant  at  Yicksburg. 
Accordingly  I immediately  dispatched  eight  regiments  of  infantry  and 
three  batteries,  under  Major-General  Herron,  and  subsequently  sent  in 
the  same  direction  three  more  regiments  of  infantry,  in  all  8,000  men. 
Also,  to  enable  Brig.  Gen.  [A.]  Asboth,  commanding  at  Columbus,  to 
meet  an  expected  attack,  1 sent  him  from  New  Madrid,  on  the  30th 
of  July,  1,300  men,  and  to  Major-General  Bosecrans,  commanding  De- 
partment of  the  Cumberland,  a regiment  of  cavalry  and  two  regiments 
of  infantry,  2,400  men,  making  a total  of  forces  transferred  from  my 
department  of  11,700  men  and  three  batteries. 

This  great  reduction  of  the  force  before  considered  necessary  for  defen- 
sive purposes,  left  me  very  weak  in  Missouri  and  Kansas,  and,  occurring 
at  the  season  favorable  for  guerrilla  operations,  exposed  these  States  to 
the  depredations  of  guerrillas,  from  which  they  continued  to  suffer  more 
or  less  until  the  success  of  my  main  force  in  Arkansas,  and  that  of  the 
detachments  operating  in  Missouri  and  Kansas,  rendered  it  impossible 
for  them  to  longer  exist  in  these  States. 

The  capture  of  Yicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  by  the  forces  under 
Generals  Grant  and  Banks  on  the  4th  and  8th  of  July,  respectively, 
opened  the  way  for  active  operations  in  Arkansas,  and  enabled  General 
Grant  to  return  to  me  the  troops  I had  sent  him.  I inclose  herewith 
copies  of  correspondence  with  General  Grant  on  that  subject,  which,  to- 
gether with  orders  from  the  General  in-Chief,  resulted  in  his  sending 
(including  the  force  already  at  Helena)  a force  of  about  8,000  infantry 
and  five  batteries,  to  form,  with  troops  to  be  sent  from  Missouri,  an 
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expedition  against  tlie  enemy  in  Arkansas.  At  my  request,  Maj.  Gen. 
Frederick  Steele  was  sent  to  command  this  force.  At  the  same  time  I 
sent  the  cavalry  division,  under  Brigadier-General  Davidson,  with  or- 
ders to  move  south,  through  the  eastern  part  of  Arkansas,  and  effect  a 
junction  with  the  force  at  Helena.  Copy  of  instructions  to  General 
Davidson  is  inclosed  herewith,  marked  A [Nos.  5 and  G] ; also  copy  of 
instructions  for  General  Steele,  marked  B [No.  9]. 

General  Davidson  reached  Wittsburg,  on  the  Saint  Francis  Biver,  on 
the  28th  day  of  July,  without  encountering  any  considerable  force  of 
the  enemy,  and  opened  communication  with  General  [L.  F.]  Boss,  then 
commanding  at  Helena,  General  Steele  not  having  arrived  at  that  time. 

On  the  10th  day  of  August,  General  Steele  had  completed  the  organi- 
zation of  his  forces,  and  commenced  his  advance,,  via  Clarendon,  on 
White  Biver ; thence  up  that  river  to  DevalPs  Bluff,  where  he  estab- 
lished his  base  of  operations.  Considerable  time  was  consumed  here  in 
fortifying,  establishing  depot  for  supplies,  hospital  for  the  sick,  who  had 
become  frightfully  numerous',  and  in  making  other  necessary  prepara- 
tions for  a further  advance.  These  preparations  were  completed  on  the 
1st  day  of  September. 

The  enemy,  under  Sterling  Price,  occupied  an  intrenched  position  3 
miles  east  of  Little  Bock,  covered  by  cavalry  outposts  at  Bayou  Meto 
and  Ashley’s  Mills.  His  force  was  estimated  at  about  1G,000  men,  with 
thirty-eight  pieces  of  artillery.  General  Steele’s  effective  force  was 
about  13,000  men,  with  fifty-three  pieces  of  artillery. 

Steele  advanced,  with  the  main  body  of  his  infantry,  against  the  en- 
emy’s position,  while  the  cavalry,  under  Davidson,  crossed  the  Arkan- 
sas Biver  7 miles  below  Little  Bock,  encountering  the  rebel  cavalry, 
under  Marmaduke,  defeated  him  after  a sharp  engagement,  and  marched 
upon  the  town.  Price,  finding  his  position  turned,  hastily  abandoned 
his  intrenchments,  retreated  across  the  river,  destroying  his  bridges, 
and  escaped  from  the  town  before  the  arrival  of  our  cavalry.  David- 
son’s division  entered  Little  Bock  at  dark  in  the  evening  of  the  10th 
of  September. 

The  enemy  retired  toward  Arkadelphia,  pursued  the  next  day  about 
20  miles  by  a considerable  force  of  cavalry  and  artillery,  under  command 
of  Col.  Lewis  Merrill,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  but  with  no  very  important 
results. 

For  the  details  of  these  operations,  resulting  in  the  capture  of  Little 
Bock,  and  subsequent  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  I respectfully  refer  to  re- 
X>orts  heretofore  forwarded. 

Since  the  capture  of  Little  Bock,  the  time  has  been  chiefly  employed 
in  perfecting  communications,  including  repair  of  the  railroad  to  De- 
vall’s  Bluff,  the  fortification  of  Little  Bock,  and  the  occupation  of  points 
necessary  to  the  security  of  the  Arkansas  Biver  as  a line  of  defense,  and 
in  preparation  for  an  advance  to  Bed  Biver  as  soon  as  General  Banks’ 
operations  should  justify.  The  cavalry  of  General  Steele’s  command 
has  been  actively  employed  during  the  time  against  the  enemy’s  cav- 
alry, and  with  considerable  success  in  the  capture  of  prisoners,  arms, 
and  other  property. 

On  the  25th  day  of  October,  Marmaduke,  with  about  2,500  cavalry 
and  twelve  pieces  of  artillery,  attacked  a force  of  about  800  cavalry  of 
the  Fifth  Kansas  and  the  First  Indiana  Cavalry,  and  nine  pieces  of 
artillery,  under  Colonel  [P.]  Clayton,  of  the  Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry,  at 
Pine  Bluff.  The  fight  was  sharp,  lasted  five  hours,  and  resulted  in  a 
decisive  victory  to  our  troops. 

Some  cavalry,  sent  from  Little  Bock  and  Camden,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  [H.  C.]  Caldwell,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  pursued  the  rebel  cavalry 
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to  Arkadelphia,  captured  that  place,  with  a number  of  prisoners  and 
some  property.  Colonel  Clayton’s  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Caldwell’s 
reports  were  forwarded  on  the  19th  instant. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  I made  a division  of  the  former  District  of  Kan- 
sas, the  one  embracing  the  northern  portion  of  Kansas  and  the  border 
counties  of  Missouri,  the  other  the  southern  portion  of  Kansas,  the  In- 
dian Territory,  and  Western  Arkansas. 

Major-General  [J.  G.]  Blunt  was  placed  in  command  of  the  latter  dis- 
trict, and  Brigadier- General  [Thomas]  Ewing,  [jr.,]  of  the  former,  with 
his  headquarters  at  Kansas  City,  as  near  as  possible  to  the  center  of 
the  disturbed  portion  of  his  district. 

The  troops  placed  under  General  Ewing’s  command  were  selected 
with  reference  to  their  fitness  for  that  special  service,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable at  that  time. 

On  the  11th  day  of  June,  General  Blunt  assumed  command  at  Fort 
Gibson,  Ind.  T.,  at  that  time  occupied  by  a small  force,  mostly  Indians, 
under  command  of  Col.  William  A.  Phillips.  All  troops  had  been  with- 
drawn from  Western  Arkansas  some  time  before. 

On  the  20th  of  July,  General  Blunt  reported  that  he  was  threatened 
by  a force  about  15,000  strong,  under  Cabell  and  [D.  H.]  Cooper,  and 
asked  for  re-enforcements.  His  force  at  that  time  amounted  to  about 
3,000  men,  of  whom  about  one-half  were  Indians.  I sent  him  about 
1,500  men  from  Southwest  Missouri,  under  Colonel  [W.  F.]  Cloud,  of  the 
Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  which  force  reached  Fort  Gibson  on  the  22d 
of  August.  General  Blunt  crossed  the  Arkansas  Biver  to  attack  the 
enemy,  but  they  retreated  without  a general  engagement. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  Colonel 'Cloud’s  brigade  came  up  with  the 
enemy’s  rear,  about  16  miles  southeast  of  Fort  Smith,  and,  after  a short 
skirmish,  routed  them,  with  a loss  of  -8  killed  and  wounded  on  our  side 
and  20  to  30  on  that  of  the  enemy,  and  capturing  40  prisoners. 

General  Blunt,  with  the  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  occupied  Fort  Smith 
on  the  same  day  without  opposition — ten  days  before  the  capture  of 
Little  Bock.  Since  that  time  we  have  held,  without  difficulty,  the  line 
of  the  Arkansas  Biver,  and  our  cavalry  have  operated  as  far  south  as 
Arkadelphia. 

The  border  of  Kansas  and  Missouri  has  been  the  scene  of  the  most 
revolting  hostilities  during  the  past  two  years.  The  summer  just  ended 
has  been  no  exception  to  this  rule.  A band  of  outlaw’s,  numbering 
sometimes  as  high  as  500  men,  have  infested  the  thickly  wooded  fast- 
nesses in  the  western  counties  of  Missouri,  from  which  to  prey  upon  the 
unarmed  people.  These  brigands  were  aided  in  every  way,  whether 
willingly  or  unwillingly,  by  the  large  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  those 
counties,  making  it  impossible,  with  any  reasonable  force,  to  drive  them 
out  or  capture  them. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  the  brigands  secretly  assembled  to  the  number 
of  about  300,  near  the  border  of  Kansas,  marched  rapidly  upon  the 
town  of  Lawrence,  and  attacked  it  at  dawn  of  day,  when  the  people 
were  least  prepared  for  defense.  Ko  resistance  whatever  was  offered. 
The  town  was  robbed  and  burned,  and  the  unarmed  people  murdered  in 
the  most  fiendish  manner.  Probably  no  act  of  the  war  has  been  so 
barbarous  in  its  whole  details  as  this.  I refer  you  to  the  report  of  Brig- 
adier-General Ewing,  forwarded  to  Washington  on  the  4th  of  Septem- 
ber, for  full  details  of  the  operations  of  his  troops  in  pursuit  of  the 
murderers.  The  excitement  among  the  people  of  Kansas,  resulting 
from  the  massacre  at  Lawrence,  was  necessarily  intense.  For  a time  it 
threatened  a serious  difficulty,  from  the  desire  of  a large  portion  of  the 
people  to  enter  Missouri  to  avenge  the  crime  that  had  been  perpetrated 
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upon  one  of  their  fairest  towns.  Wiser  counsels,  however,  prevailed, 
and  the  excitement  passed  off  without  further  trouble.  To  guard  against 
the  probability  of  the  recurrence  of  such  a calamity,  I recommended  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Kansas  to  adopt  the  system  which  had 
been  established  in  Missouri  a year  before,  of  organizing  and  arming  all 
the  militia  of  the  State,  thus  placing  every  town,  at  least,  in  condition 
to  defend  itself  from  any  guerrilla  attack.  This  suggestion  was  as 
promptly  adopted,  and  the  State  soon  made  secure. 

For  some  time  previous  to  the  Lawrence  massacre,  the  necessity  of 
adopting  some  measures  more  vigorous  than  any  before  adopted  to  rid 
the  border  counties  of  the  brigands  who  had  so  long  infested  them  had 
been  discussed,  and  I had  directed  General  Ewing  to  remove  the  families 
of  all  guerrillas  and  all  those  who  were  known  to  aid  them,  and  also  the 
slaves  of  all  disloyal  persons  living  in  those  counties,  it  having  been 
shown  satisfactorily  that  a main  object -of  the  guerrilla  bands  was  to 
protect  their  disloyal  friends  in  the  possession  of  their  slaves,  and  that 
they  were  encouraged  and  supported  for  this  purpose.  After  the  mas- 
sacre at  Lawrence,  General  Ewing  deemed  this  measure  not  adequate, 
and  ordered  a total  depopulation  of  the  district  which  was  then  the  chief 
haunt  of  the  guerrillas.  After  a protracted  visit  to  the  border,  and  as 
full  an  examination  of  the  case  as  I could  make,  I modified  General 
Ewing’s  order  so  far  as  to  preserve,  as  far  as  possible,  all  property  in 
the  depopulated  district,  and  approved  the  order.  The  measure,  though 
very  severe,  seemed  necessary  at  the  time,  and  I believe  the  result  has  i 
proved  the  wisdom  of  it.  The  guerrillas  soon  found  it  impossible  to 
live  where  before  they  had  roamed  almost  at  will.  Large  numbers  of 
them  were  killed,  and  the  remainder  driven  beyond  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  I 
Since  the  rebels  have  all  been  driven  out,  I have  directed  that  all  the 
loyal  people  of  those  counties  be  permitted  to  return  to  their  homes,  ! 
and  that  they  be  armed  and  organized  into  companies.  I believe  5 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  hereafter  in  preserving  peace  in  that  district. 

In  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  Little  Eock  and  Fort  Smith,  .several  : 
small  bands  of  guerrillas  were  left  in  the  northern  part  of  Arkansas, 
and  two  or  three  still  remained  in  Missouri. 

About  the  last  of  September,  a detachment  of  rebel  cavalry,  from  600 
to  800  strong,  under  command  of  Shelby,  left  Price’s  army,  near  Arka- 
delphia,  in  Arkansas,  moved  north,  and  crossed  the  Arkansas  Eiver  a 
short  distance  below  Fort  Smith.  After  crossing,  Shelby  moved  rapidly 
toward  Huntsville,  which  place  he  reached  September  30,  and  moved 
thence  via  Bentonville,  Ark.,  cutting  the  telegraph  line  as  he  passed; 
thence  through  Pineville  to  Neosho,  Mo.,  where  he  attacked  and  cap- 
tured two  companies  of  Missouri  militia. 

Shelby  was  joined  in  Arkansas  by  Brooks  and  other  guerrilla  leaders,  ! 
and  in  Missouri  by  Quantrill,  Jackman,  and  others,  with  all  the  guer- 
rillas in  Western  Missouri.  These  increased  his  force  to  about  2,000 
men.  Passing  rapidly  through  Greenfield  and  Warsaw,  he  succeeded 
in  destroying  the  La  Mine  Bridge,  on  the  Pacific  Eailroad,  and  reached  ! 
the  town  of  Boonville,  on  the  Missouri  Eiver.  Up  to  this  time  he  sue-  i 
ceeded  in  entirely  eluding  the  troops  sent  to  intercept  him,  and  passed 
north  of  them.  At  Boonville  he  was  overtaken  by  Brig.  Gen.  E.  B. 
Brown,  with  about  1,500  men,  and  pursued  to  Marshall,  skirmishing  con- 
tinually. At  Marshall,  Shelby  made  a stand,  and  a sharp  fight  ensued,  i 
lasting  five  hours,  and  resulting  in  a total  defeat  of  the  rebels.  They  j 
scattered  in  all  directions  and  fled  toward  Arkansas,  hotly  pursued  by 
General  Brown’s  troops.  Subsequently,  the  chase  was  taken  up  by  \ 
Colonel  Weer,  then  by  General  Ewing,  and  finally  by  General  McNeil, 
who  continued  the  pursuit  until  the  remnant  of  Shelby’s  force  had  crossed  ; 
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the  Arkansas  Biver.  The  pursuit  was  attended  with  numerous  skir- 
mishes, always  favorable  to  our  troops,  and  resulted  in  a loss  to  the 
enemy  of  more  than  half  his  force,  two  pieces  of  artillery  (all  he  had), 
all  his  ammunition,  baggage,  and  plunder. 

Quantrill,  Jackman,  and  other  guerrilla  leaders,  who  have  been  the 
curse  of  Missouri  and  Kansas  during  the  past  two  years,  were  driven 
out  with  Shelby,  or  about  the  same  time,  leaving  behind  them  a state 
of  peace  and  security  to  which  the  people  have  long  been  strangers. 

I respectfully  refer  to  accompanying  reports  for  details  of  these  opera- 
tions.* They  exhibit  a degree  of  energy  and  endurance  on  the  part  of 
our  troops  worthy  of  all  commendation. 

Military  operations  in  the  Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Colorado  have 
not  been  of  special  importance.  The  Indians  in  those  Territories,  al- 
though occasionally  manifesting  a hostile  disposition,  have  thus  far 
remained  quiet,  and  the  troops  on  the  frontier  have  proven  amply  suffi- 
cient to  protect  the  people  and  important  public  interests.  Several  of 
the  tribes  have  recently  manifested  an  unusual  hostile  feeling,  and  have 
given  evidence  of  a combination  for  war  upon  the  white  settlers.  Timely 
measures  have  been  instituted  to  prevent  actual  hostilities,  if  possible, 
and  to  meet  them  with  an  adequate  force,  if  necessary. 

Of  the  numerous  skirmishes  and  engagements  within  the  last  five 
months,  twenty-eight  have  been  reported,  showing  a loss  on  our  side  of 
159  killed,  311  wounded,  and  200  prisoners ; and  on  that  of  the  enemy 
613  killed,  697  wounded,  and  856  prisoners.  To  the  enemy’s  loss  m ust  also 
be  added  the  large  number  of  desertions,  consequent  upon  his  defeat. 

Measures  have  been  taken  to  secure  prompt  and  accurate  reports 
hereafter  of  all  engagements  and  skirmishes,  and  in  future  reports 
details  will  be  given  more  explicitly.  The  total  effective  force  now  in 
the  department  is  about  36,800  men,  including  troops  returned  to  me  by 
General  Grant,  re-enforcements  received  from  Major-General  Pope’s  de- 
partment, and  new  organizations  of  white  and  colored  troops  recruited 
since  the  31st  of  May.  It  does  not  exceed  that  of  the  24th  of  May,  when 
the  honor  of  the  command  was  conferred  upon  me.  Yet  it  lias  repos- 
sessed, and  now  securely  holds,  over  60,000  square  miles  more  of  territory. 

I have  not  deemed  it  necessary  in  this  report  to  refer  to  matters  not  of 
a purely  military  character.  The  perplexing  subjects,  of  a semi  qiolitical 
character,  which  are  inseparably  connected  with  this  command,  have 
been  the  subject  of  correspondence  from  time  to  time  with  the  General- 
in-Chief  and  the  War  Department,  and  the  Government  is  fully  informed 
of  all  that  has  transpired. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

j.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[In  closure  Xo.  1.1 

Headquarters  Department  oe  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  June  25,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Davidson,  Commanding  First  Cav.'Liv.,  Arcadia : 

General  : I desire  you  to  carry  out  the  plan  of  operations  discussed 
by  us  during  our  interview  at  your  headquarters  on  the  23d  instant, 
with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

* See  September  22-October  26,  Shelby’s  raid  in  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  p.  621. 
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The  immediate  object  of  this  expedition  is  to  keep  open  the  river 
between  New  Madrid  and  Memphis,  and  secure  safe  navigation  for  our 
transports,  until  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  shall  place  us  in  condition  to 
carry  the  war  into  the  interior  of  Arkansas.  To  accomplish  this  I pro-  ; 
2>ose  the  following  plan,  in  substance  the  same  as  that  discussed  by  us,  j 
viz : Your  division  of  cavalry  to  move  down  Crowley’s  Ridge,  make  a j 
demonstration  against  Price’s  infantry,  supposed  to  be  at  or  near  Jack- 
sonport,  and  attack  Marmaduke’s  cavalry  along  the  ridge,  and  between 
that  and  the  river.  This,  I presume,  will  compel  him  to  withdraw  from 
the  river  and  mass  his  troops  in  your  front ; perhaps  also  to  make,  or 
attempt,  a junction  with  Price’s  infantry.  If  so,  the  immediate  object 
will  be  accomplished. 

If  the  enemy  concentrate  his  force  and  offer  you  battle,  you  will  be 
compelled  to  act  with  much  caution.  Your  force  being  only  cavalry  and 
artillery,  you  may  be  unable  to  cope  with  the  enemy’s  combined  force ; | 
but  I presume  you  can  easily  beat  his  entire  cavalry.  You  may  be  able  j 
to  bring  on  an  engagement  with  the  enemy’s  cavalry  alone.  If  so,  I 
shall  look  for  the  most  fortunate  and  beneficial  results.  You  may  also 
be  able,  by  operating  upon  the  flank  and  rear  of  Price’s  position,  to 
compel  him  to  retire  and  leave  Northeastern  Arkansas  entirely  in  your 
possession.  In  any  event,  endeavor  to  compel  the  enemy  to  keep  his 
force  so  concentrated  as  to  be  unable  to  interfere  with  the  navigation  of 
the  river,  and,  at  the  same  time,  hold  yourself  in  such  position  as  to  ] 
prevent  his  making  a raid  into  Missouri. 

It  is  important  for  you  to  accomplish  a decided  result  as  soon  as  prac-  f 
ticable,  with  a view  to  a change  of  your  base  of  operations  to  some  . 
point  on  the  river.  To  enable  you  to  accomplish  this  change  of  base  j 
with  certainty  as  soon  as  your  success  will  justify  it,  I will  keep  a force 
of  infantry  and  artillery  ready  to  move  with  supplies  for  your  division  j 
to  some  point  down  the  river.  So  far  as  I have  been  able  to  learn,  Osceola 
is  probably  the  best  point  for  you  to  communicate  with  from  Crowley’s  j. 
Ridge,  but  it  will  probably  be  best  to  leave  this  for  you  to  determine, 
after  you  have  advanced  into  the  country  and  obtained  more  accurate  , 
information. 

Please  communicate  with  me  frequently,  and  give  me  full  information,  j 
so  that  I may  be  able  to  act  promptly  and  understandingly  in  support- 
ing your  movements. 

I desire  to  keep  the  infantry  here  until  your  success  shall  remove  all 
danger  of  any  aggressive  movement  of  the  enemy  in  this  direction. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General,  j 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , July  8,  1803. 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee , Vicksburg , Miss.  : 


General  : I congratulate  you  most  heartily  upon  your  glorious  tri- 
umph at  Vicksburg. 

I desire,  general,  as  soon  as  possible  to  commence  active  operations 
in  Arkansas,  now  that  you  have  removed  the  obstacle  which  has  so  long! 
stood  in  our  way,  and  forced  us  to  remain  comparatively  idle.  You  are. 
aware  that  since  active  operations  in  this  department  ceased  last  winter, 
nearly  all  the  troops  in  my  department,  except  those  necessary  for  police 
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luty,  have  been  sent  to  re-enforce  your  army,  with  the  understanding 
hat,  as  soon  as  Vicksburg  should  fall,  they,  or  a sufficient  portion  of 
hem,  would  be  sent  back  into  my  department.  It  occurs  to  me  that  the 
joncentration  of  the  rebel  forces  near  the  river,  in  the  vicinity  of  Vicks- 
)urg,  may  force  you  to  keep  all  your  present  forces  on  or  near  the  river 
or  some  time  to  come.  I do  not  desire  to  ask  anything  which  will,  in 
my  way,  embarrass  your  operations,  but  simply  to  inform  you  what  I 
tin  prepared  and  desire  to  do,  and  to  gain  similar  information  from  you 
:o  far  as  your  operations  affect  mine,  and  thus  be  prepared  to  act 
>romptly  in  harmony  with  you.  It  is  very  important,  with  reference  to 
ny  department,  to  occupy  the  line  of  the  Arkansas  River  as  soon  as 
possible.  This  can  be  done  by  the  use  of  the  Arkansas  River,  if  it  be 
tavigable  at  this  season,  or,  if  not,  then  the  White  River  as  far  as  De- 
tail’s Bluff,  and  the  railroad  or  even  wagon  road  from  that  place  to  Tit- 
le Rock.  The  force  which  will  be  required  for  this  purpose  will  depend 
ipon  operations  up  the  Ouachita  and  Red  Rivers,  but  I presume  will  be 
n no  case  very  large. 

I have  a cavalry  division,  full  5,000  strong,  now  operating  in  Soutli- 
ast  Missouri  and  Northeast  Arkansas,  which  is  ready  to  move  across 
be  country  and  join  a force  of  infantry  and  artillery  at  any  point  on  the 
Arkansas  or  White  Rivers,  as  soon  as  you  can  send  such  force.  I have 
Iso  small  bodies  of  troops  in  Southwest  Missouri  and  the  Indian  coun- 
ry,  ready  to  advance  and  occupy  the  country  south  of  them  as  soon  as 
re  get  possession  of  the  Arkansas  River. 

I have  directed  the  quartermaster  in  Saint  Louis  to  send  you  500 
ragons  and  teams  for  your  own  operations,  and  will  probably  have 
nough  left  to  supply  the  forces  which  are  to  operate  in  Arkansas. 
Please  inform  me,  general,  what  you  will  be  able  to  do,  and  give  me 
letails  as  to  time,  &c.,  as  far  as  possible. 

I would  like  to  suggest  Major-General  Steele  as  a suitable  officer  to 
ommand  the  force  to  be  sent  into  Arkansas. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

' Vicksburg , Miss.,  July  15,  1863. 

laj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 

General  : Your  letter  of  the  8th  instant  is  j ust  received.  In  answer, 
will  give  you  a brief  statement  of  the  position  of  affairs  here. 

During  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  I had  a large  surplus  of  troops  over 
:hat  was  required  to  make  the  investment  complete.  These  troops  oc- 
upied  a line  from  Haynes’  Bluff  to  Black  River,  across  which  Johnston 
rould  have  to  move  to  reach  Vicksburg,  or  the  rear  of  the  investing 
rmy.  Sherman  commanded  all  these  forces,  and  held  them  in  readi- 
ess  to  move  the  moment  Vicksburg  should  fall  into  our  hands.  Ac- 
ordingly,  on  the  4th  instant,  he  started.  As  soon  as  the  city  capitu- 
ited,  I ordered  the  whole  of  Sherman’s  and  Ord’s  corps,  forming  about 
vo- thirds  of  the  investing  army,  to  move  out  and  join  Sherman.  They 
tarted  the  night  of  the  4th.  A portion  of  McPherson’s  corps  was  al- 
?ady  with  Sherman.  This  left  me  at  this  place  but  six  small  brigades, 
tearing  that  the  enemy  was  fortifying  Yazoo  City  most  vigorously,  I 
int  two  of  them  to  that  place.  They  captured  it,  with  considerable 
-ores,  five  or  six  pieces  of  artillery,  and  several  hundred  prisoners;  but 
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one  of  the  gunboats  accompanying  the  expedition  being  sunk  by  the 
explosion  of  a torpedo,  I shall  have  to  leave  them  there  until  the  arrna-  i 
ment  and  machinery  of  the  vessel  can  be  got  away.  I have  also  sent  a 
brigade  to  Natchez,  to  collect  a large  number  of  Texas  cattle  supposed  J 
to  be  there,  destined  for  Johnston’s  army.  This,  you  will  see,  leaves  r 
me  no  force  to  move  with,  until  Sherman  returns.  When  this  will  be 
it  is  hard  to  tell.  Johnston  commenced  to  fall  back  from  the  Big  Black  I 
the  moment  he  heard  of  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg.  As  all  his  droves  I 
of  cattle  and  wagon  trains  that  fell  back,  via  Canton,  were  ordered  east  > 
to  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  road,  he  could  not  have  intended  to  make  a de- 
termined  stand.  He  drew  all  his  troops,  however,  inside  the  intrench- 
ments  of  Jackson,  and  remains  there  yet.  Sherman  has  him  closely  in- 
vested, from  the  Pearl  Biver  on  the  north  to  the  river  on  the  south.  By  i 
this  an  immense  deal  of  rolling  stock  has  been  separated  from  the  Con- 
federacy, both  north  and  south  of  Jackson,  and  the  roads  so  completely 
destroyed  as  to  render  them  forever  useless.  How  long  this  siege  will  I 
last  it  is  impossible  to  say.  When  Johnston  is  driven  from  his  position, 
however,  I will  have  troops  available  for  anything  that  will  go  to  put 
down  the  rebellion.  I suppose  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  will  have  to  be 
sent  back  to  Burnside,  and  10,000  to  12,000  effective  men  sent  to  Banks. 
But  for  the  expedition  you  speak  of,  unless  other  orders  should  come 
from  Washington,  I will  still  have  force  enough. 

Kirby  Smith  has  been  hovering  around  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  with  his  headquarters  at  Monroe,  and  his  force  scattered  from 
Saint  Joseph  to  Floyd.  It  has  been  my  intention  to  pay  him  a call  as 
soon  as  possible;  but  I now  learn,  and  I believe  reliably,  that  all  his  scat-  j 
tered  forces  are  called  in,  and  the  whole  are  moving  to  Shreveport,  La. 
The  object  of  the  move  I don’t  see,  unless  it  is  to  avoid  being  hurt. 

I have  not  paid  any  special  attention  to  the  geography  of  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  but  suppose  at  this  season  of  the  year  White  Biver 
would  have  to  be  used  as  a base  for  supplies  to  reach  Little  Bock.  The  [ 
Arkansas  can  hardly  be  used  until  the  fall  rains  set  in. 

You  will  see,  from  the  foregoing  statements,  that  I can  give  you  notli-i 
ing  definite  of  future  operations  yet.  As  soon  as  I possibly  can  I will, 
do  so.  Nothing  like  500  wagons  will  be  required  with  this  army  to  pre-j 
pare  it  for  any  move,  and,  should  any  be  required,  it  would  probably  be, 
only  the  wagons  and  harness,  without  the  animals. 

I am,  general,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TJ.  S.  GRANT, 

'Major-General.  1 

[Inclosure  No.  4.  ] 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , Mo .,  July  15,  1863.  j 

Commanding  General,  Helena , Ark. : 

General  : I am  informed  by  the  General-in-Chief  that  you  have  beeuj* 
ordered  to  move  against  Price,  who  is  reported  to  be  somewhere  between) 
the  Saint  Francis  and  White  Biver.  I have  sent  a cavalry  division.'; 
about  5,000  strong,  under  General  Davidson,  to  co-operate  with  you.*  ( 
He  will  move  from  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  on  the  17th  instant.  Will  marcM 
down  Crowley’s  Bidge,  and  endeavor  to  cut  off  Price’s  retreat  acrossj] 
White  Biver/  He  will  carry  supplies  to  last  him  until  he  can  commuji 
nicate  with  you  at  Helena  or  some  other  point.  If  you  could  send  sup  t 
plies  for  General  Davidson’s  command  by  boat  up  the  Saint  Franeijj 

* See  Ross  to  Grant,  July  18,  Part  II,  p.  381,  and  Ross  to  Schofield,  July  22 , Part  II 
p.  387. 
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to  Madison  or  Wittsburg,  it  would  facilitate  bis  operations.  I am  not 
aware  whether  this  is  practicable  or  not.  In  any  event,  I respectfully 
request  you  to  assist  General  Davidson  as  far  as  in  your  power  in  open- 
ing communication  with  you  and  in  obtaining  supplies  from  Helena. 

I can  send  you  some  wagons  if  you  need  them.  Please  advise  me  of 
your  movements,  and  let  me  know  if  I can  assist  you  in  any  way. 

General  Prentiss,  I am  informed,  has  left  Helena,  and  I am  unable  to 
learn  who  is  now  in  command. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Mctjor-  General. 

[Inclosure  No.  5.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , July  15,  1863. 


Brigadier- General  Davidson, 

Cape  Girardeau : 


The  force  at  Helena  has  been  ordered  to  move  on  Price’s  rear.  Your 
command  should  move  forward  as  soon  as  possible  to  prevent  his  escape 
across  the  river.  The  plan  you  suggest  in  your  letter  of  the  10th  is  very 
good ; you  should  take  supplies  enough  to  last  until  you  can  draw  from 
Madison  or  Helena.  How  soon  can  you  move  ? 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major - General. 

[Inclosure  Ho.  6.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , July  15,  1863. 


Brigadier-General  Davidson, 

Bloomfield , Mo. : 

I have  written  to  Helena  about  your  movement,  and  asked  assistance 
for  you  in  obtaining  supplies  at  Madison  or  Wittsburg.  If  this  cannot 
be  done,  you  will  have  to  draw  from  Helena.  Take  care  in  your  move- 
ments to  cover  Pilot  Knob  and  Eolla  until  Marmaduke  is  no  longer  in 
position  to  threaten  those  places.  Port  Hudson  surrendered  on  the  7th, 
with  6,000  prisoners. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


[Inclosure  No.  7.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

VicJcshurg , Miss.,  July  21,  1863. 

Major  General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

. General  : I am  sending,  or  will  send,  as  soon  as  transportation  can 
be  provided,  one  division  (about  5,000  effective  men)  to  operate  in  Price’s 
rear.  These  are  the  only  troops  I have  not  exhausted  and  worn  down. 
In  addition  to  these,  there  will  probably  be  3,000  more  to  spare  from 
the  garrison  of  Helena  and  from  West  Tennessee. 

Johnston  has  been  totally  routed  from  Jackson,  and  will,  no  doubt, 
lose  half  his  army  from  desertion,  and  the  balance  will  be  so  broken 
down  and  demoralized  that  but  little  danger  need  be  apprehended  from 
them  for  the  next  sixty  days. 

My  troops  are  not  yet  in  from  Jackson  ; no  part  of  them.  Should  it 
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be  necessary  to  send  more  troops  to  Helena,  I can  send  from  here  men 
to  hold  that  place,  and  release  the  entire  garrison  to  look  after  Price. 
Possibly  this  will  be  the  better  course  to  pursue. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major-General. 

[Inclosure  No  8.J 

Washington,  D.  0.,  July  27,  18G3.  ,i 

Major-General  Schofield: 

The  expeditionary  corps  in  Arkansas  will  act  under  your  general  i 
orders.  General  Grant  will  garrison  Helena  with  his  troops,  so  as  to* 
render  present  garrison  available  for  the  field. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 

[Inclosure  No.  9.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , Mo.,  August  G,  1863. 

Major-General  Huklbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  Memphis , Tenn. : 

General  : Since  the  assignment  of  Major-General  Steele  to  the  com- 
mand  of  the  force  which  is  to  operate  in  Arkansas  from  Helena,  I have 
not  thought  it  necessary  to  enter  much  into  detail  concerning  the  plan 
of  operatiqns.  From  bis  previous  campaign  in  Arkansas,  General  Steele 
is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  country,  and  is  also  familiar  with  my 
views  and  those  of  the  General-in-Chief  regarding  the  true  theory  of 
operations  in  Arkansas. 

The  first  object  to  be  accomplished  is,  of  course,  the  destruction  of 
the  rebel  army  as  an  organized  force,  and  hence  the  movements  of  our 
troops  must  be  guided  very  much  by  those  of  the  enemy.  In  reference 
to  this  matter,  I take  it  the  commander  in  the  field  must  be  left  to 
his  own  discretion,  guided  by  the  information  he  may  be  able  to  obtain 
from  day  to  day. 

The  second  object  is  to  gain  possession  of,  and  permanently  hold,  as 
much  of  the  State  as  practicable.  For  this  purpose,  the  natural  line  oi 
operations  during  the  season  of  high  water  is  the  Arkansas  River,  and 
its  permanent  possession  and  use  is  of  the  greatest  importance  as  a 
means  of  securing  Missouri  and  Northern  Arkansas  against  future  rebel1 
inroads.  At  this  season  we  are  compelled  to  use  the  White  River  in- 
stead of  the  Arkansas,  and  can  use  it  to  advantage  only  to  a certain 
• point,  which  is  to  be  determined  by  the  enemy’s  position  and  movements 
and  the  character  of  the  wagon  roads  leading  to  and  from  it.  I presume 
Clarendon  or  Des  Arc  will  be  the  highest  point  to  which  the  river  car 
be  used  to  advantage.  But  of  this  General  Steele  can  judge  more  ac 
curately  than  I can.  On  account  of  the  short  distance  by  land  froir 
Helena  to  either  Clarendon  or  Des  Arc,  it  will,  no  doubt,  be  much  the 
best  for  the  troops  to  march  to  the  point  selected,  and  be  met  there  bt> 
gunboats  and  supplies.  It  may  be  advisable  to  send  a small  force  o: 
infantry,  say,  a brigade  and  a light  battery,  with  the  flotilla,  to  assist 
in  capturing  or  dispersing  any  force  that  may  be  found  along  the  river 
I am  not  informed  that  there  is  any  fortified  place  on  the  White  River  ] 
below  Devall’s  Bluff,  and  presume  there  is  none.  No  doubt  the  com1 1 
mantling  officer  at  Helena  has  accurate  information  on  this  point) 
Should  there  be  such  a place  below  the  point  to  which  the  boats  are  tt 
ascend,  of  course  an  adequate  force  must  be  sent  with  the  flotilla  t< 
capture  it. 
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Having  crossed  White  Eiver,  the  important  point  to  be  gained  is 
Little  Rock.  That  or  some  point  near  it  will,  I presume,  be  defended 
obstinately.  I am  not  informed  to  what  extent  it  is  fortified,  if  at  all ; 
but  presume  it  will  be  found  necessary  to  reduce  some  place  of  consid- 
erable strength  on  the  Arkansas  River,  not  far  from  Little  Rock.  This, 
I hope,  will  end  the  main  part  of  the  work  to  be  done  by  our  troops  as 
a body  in  that  part  of  the  country.  I presume  the  rebel  army,  being 
driven  from  the  vicinity  of  Little  Rock,  will  retreat  to  Arkadelphia, 
perhaps  beyond.  How  far  they  may  be  pursued  will  depend  upon  con- 
tingencies which  it  is  impossible  to  foresee,  and  must  be  left  for  the 
future  to  determine. 

It  is  my  desire  to  get  possession  of  the  whole  length  of  the  Arkansas 
River  to  Fort  Smith,  and  open  communication  by  that  line  with  the 
troops  now  under  General  Blunt  in  the  Indian  Territory.  This  proba- 
bly cannot  be  done  for  the  present  on  account  of  the  low  stage  of  water 
above  as  well  as  below  Little  Rock ; but  in  a comparatively  short  time 
the  fall  rains  will  make  the  river  navigable  to  Fort  Smith.  We  ought 
to  be  in  condition  to  take  advantage  of  high  water  as  soon  as  it  comes, 
to  send  supplies  to  Fort  Smith,  and  make  preparations  for  a winter 
campaign  south  and  west  of  that  point,  as  well  as  Little  Rock. 

On  account  of  the  unnavigable  condition  of  the  Arkansas  during  a 
large  portion  of  the  year,  it  is  important  to  have  easy  communication 
from  Little  Rock  to  some  point  on  White  River.  The  rolling  stock  on 
the  Little  Rock  and  Memphis  Railroad  should  be  secured,  if  possible. 
Failing  in  this,  the  wagon  road  from  Des  Arc  or  Clarendon  should  be 
made  practicable  at  all  seasons. 

' I desire  to  obtain  telegraphic  communication  with  Little  Rock  as  soon 
as  possible  after  it  shall  be  occupied  by  our  troops.  Presuming  the 
line  from  Cairo  to  Memphis  will  soon  be  repaired  and  kept  in  order,  the 
best  line  for  my  purposes  will  be  directly  from  Little  Rock  to  Memphis. 
This  line  can,  I presume,  be  protected  with  very  little  difficulty.  I will 
send  a telegraph  corps  in  time  to  construct  it,  as  soon  as  they  can  be 
protected.  . ^ , 

It  was  my  intention,  when  General  Davidson  was  ordered  forward 
from  Bloomfield,  that  he  should  preserve  his  connection  with  that  place, 
and  operate  against  the  enemy’s  cavalry  until  the  movements  of  the 
force  from  Helena  should  compel  them  to  retreat,  or  cut  them  off,  and 
enable  him  to  destroy  them.  Meanwhile  he  would  have  protected  my 
present  line.  His  movement  to  Wittsburg,  leaving  Marmaduke  so  far 
in  his  rear,  exposed  my  advanced  posts  to  attack  and  capture,  and  com- 
pelled me  to  withdraw  some  of  them,  which  was  done  in  time  to  prevent 
any  loss  beyond  the  capture  of  a considerable  train  and  its  escort. 

During  the  past  few  days  the  rebel  cavalry  has  shown  no  disposition 
to  advance  farther  in  this  direction,  and  perhaps  their  timidity  may 
save  us  from  the  damage  which  they  could  easily  inflict  without  any 
great  danger  to  themselves.  If  General  Steele’s  column  moves  soon, 
or  General  Davidson  threatens  Marmaduke  while  Steele  is  completing 
his  preparations,  nothing  further  will  be  probably  necessary  to  prevent 
any  movement  of  the  enemy  in  this  direction  in  greater  force  than  I can 
take  care  of.  General  Davidson’s  movement  to  Wittsburg  was  doubt- 
less caused  by  the  belief  that  the  column  from  Helena  was  to  start  im- 
mediately, and,  hence,  that  his  best  plan  was  to  join  it  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. General  Davidson  is  a most  excellent  and  energetic  officer,  and 
has  a splendid  division  of  cavalry.  I presume  General  Davidson  has 
already  reported  to  General  Steele,  and  is  now  acting  under  his  orders. 
If  not.  General.  Steele  is  authorized  to  assume  command  of  General 
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Davidson’s  division,  without  reference  to  the  conditions  contained  in 
my  order  to  the  latter,  already  transmitted.  I will  so  inform  General 
Davidson. 

I believe,  general,  I have  mentioned  all  that  is  essential  for  the  pres- 
ent time,  but  will  be  glad  to  communicate  with  you  further  at  any  time 
if  you  will  suggest  any  point  upon  which  you  desire  my  views. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  10.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , Mo .,  August  7,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Dayidson, 

Comdg.  First  Cav.  Div.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri , via  Helena,  Ark.: 

General  : Under  instructions  from  the  General-in-Chief,  General 
Grant  has  sent  a force  of  infantry  and  artillery  to  Helena,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  operating  against  Price.  General  Steele  is  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand, and  it  is  to  act  under  the  orders  of  General  Hurlbut.  My  troops 
in  that  part  of  Arkansas  are,  for  the  time  being,  to  form  part  of  General 
Steele’s  command.  Hence  my  dispatch  to  you  of  August  1,  directing 
you  to  report  to  the  officer  commanding  the  expedition  from  Helena. 
How  long  this  arrangement  will  last  will,  I presume,  depend  upon  the 
success  of  the  expedition  and  future  demands  for  troops  elsewhere.  I 
have  found  it  necessary  to  withdraw  the  force  from  Chalk  Bluffs  for  the 
present,  and  have  succeeded  in  preventing*  any  further  damage  since  ; 
the  destruction  of  the  train  near  Bloomfield,  of  which  I telegraphed  you. 

Marmaduke  does  not  seem  inclined  to  risk  any  farther  advance,  I i 
presume  in  consequence  of  your  proximity  to  his  flank  and  rear.  I 
think  you  may  now  safely  act  directly  with  General  Steele,  or  in  such 
manner  as  he  may  direct,  without  special  reference  to  the  protection  of  | 
my  southern  line  in  Missouri.  You  will,  therefore,  report  to  General 
Steele,  if  you  have  not  already  done  so,  and  will  hereafter  act  under  i 
his  orders. 

I understand  that  General  Steele’s  force  is  still  regarded  as  belong- 
ing to  the  command  of  General  Grant,  and  that  your  division  is  to  be 
regarded  as  temporarily  attached ; therefore  you  will  continue  to  make 
your  reports  and  returns  to  these  headquarters ; of  course,  furnishing 
duplicates  to  General  Steele,  if  he  desires  them,  as,  doubtless,  he  will. 

I hope,  general,  you  will  keep  me  fully  advised  of  everything  of  in- 
terest connected  with  your  operations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Gen.  F.  Kirby  Smith , G.  S.  Army , commanding  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department,  of  operations  March  7,  lSGo-February  21, 1864. 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport,  La .,  November  14,  1863. 
General  : I have  forwarded  reports  of  General  Taylor’s  operations 
in  Lower  Louisiana,  from  the  commencement  of  the  campaign  to  its  suc- 
cessful termination  by  the  retreat  of  General  Banks  to  Berwick  Bay. 
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In  August  I received  reliable  information  that  expeditions  were 
organizing  at  Helena,  Vicksburg,  and  New  Orleans,  under  orders  of 
General  Grant,  Raving  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and  Texas  for  their  object- 
ive points.  I soon  obtained  corroborative  proof  that  General  Grant’s 
whole  disposable  command  was  being  employed  in  these  preparations, 
and  that  an  effective  force  of  at  least  80,000  would  be  at  once  thrown 
upon  the  department.  A prearranged  and  predetermined  plan  for  the 
occupation  of  the  whole  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  with  all  the 
machinery  for  State  governments  under  Federal  rule,  was  being  per- 
fected and  carried  into  execution.  Every  effort  was  made  with  my  lim- 
ited means  to  prepare  for  the  coming  storm.  The  effective  force  at  my 
disposal  within  the  department  was  less  than  30,000,  and  scattered 
from  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  to  the  Bio  Grande.  No  concentration  could  be 
made  without  the  sacrifice  of  vital  interests.  General  Holmes,  at  Little 
Rock,  and  General  Taylor,  in  Lower  Louisiana,  the  two  commands  near- 
est each  other  and  most  easily  concentrated,  were  each  opposed  by  a 
superior  force  of  the  enemy,  and  were  separated  by  700  miles  of  land 
travel,  over  a country  which,  with  our  limited  means  of  transportation, 
presented  almost  physical  obstacles  to  the  march  of  a large  body  of 
troops.  Depots  of  provisions  were  collected  on  the  lines  of  communi- 
cation, and  arrangements  were  made  so  that,  in  the  event  of  falling  back 
before  superior  forces,  the  enemy  could  be  drawn  into  the  interior,  a 
rapid  concentration  effected,  and  his  advancing  columns  taken  in  detail. 
Appeals  were  made  to  the  people,  and  the  Governors  urged  to  increase 
and  prepare  their  State  organizations  for  immediate  service.  Some 
8,000  men  responded  to  the  call  in  Texas ; a few  companies  were  raised 
in  Arkansas,  but  little  or  nothing  was  effected  in  Louisiana.  General 
Price  was  re-enforced  by  a brigade  of  infantry  from  Northern  Louisiana. 
General  Taylor  was  directed  to  concentrate  his  whole  disposable  force 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Alexandria,  to  march  in  either  direction,  as  the 
developments  of  the  enemy’s  plans  might  demand.  In  the  latter  part 
of  August  the  advance  from  Helena  was  made,  and  Little  Rock  was 
occupied  by  the  enemy  on  the  10th  of  September.  General  Price,  though 
he  overestimated  the  force  opposed  to  him,  had  from  his  morning  report 
less  than  8,000  effective  men,  of  which  a large  portion  were  indifferent 
and  ill-armed  cavalry.  The  enemy  was  superior  in  numbers  and  equip- 
ments, and,  after  his  position  and  defenses  were  turned  by  the  passage 
of  the  Arkansas  below  the  city,  General  Price  feared  risking  a general 
engagement,  and  fell  back  to  the  line  of  the  Ouachita.  All  his  material 
and  stores  were  safely  sent  to  the  rear.  The  sickness  of  General  Grant 
and  the  successes  of  General  Bragg  delayed  and  deranged  the  entire 
plans  of  the  enemy  on  the  Mississippi.  The  force  collected  at  Vicks- 
burg for  operations  in  Louisiana  was  sent  up  the  Mississippi  to  re- 
enforce the  army  of  Rosecrans.  The  enemy’s  Texas  column  was  being 
prepared  on  a grand  scale.  Two  entire  corps  and  a portion  of  a third, 
under  General  Banks,  composed  the  command.  The  movement  was  to 
have  been  simultaneous  with  that  from  Vicksburg  and  Helena.  Sabine 
Pass  was  to  have  been  made  the  base  of  operations.  The  failure  of  the 
attack  on  that  place  on  the  8th  of  September  delayed  the  expedition ; 
it  was  subsequently  weakened  by  the  re-enforcements  sent  Rosecrans. 

About  the  20th  September,  Ord’s  and  Franklin’s  corps,  commanded 
by  General  Banks  in  person,  crossed  Berwick  Bay,  and  made  prepara- 
tions for  a march  by  the  coast  road  to  Niblett’s  Bluff,  on  the  Sabine. 
Though  repeatedly  urged  by  General  Magruder  to  concentrate  Taylor’s 
command  on  his,  and  to  make  the  defense  on  the  Sabine,  I replied  that 
the  enemy  could  never  march  successfully  by  the  road  proposed,  with 
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Taylor  on  liis  flank  and  communications.  Early  in  October,  General 
Banks  advanced  from  Berwick  Bay  with  an  immense  supply  train,  a 
heavy  artillery  force,  water  tanks,  &c.,  prepared  for  a long  campaign, 
conquest,  and  permanent  occupation.  General  Taylor  concentrated  to 
oppose  his  advance.  He  was  instructed  to  throw  every  obstacle  in  the 
enemy’s  way,  to  contest  every  position.  He  was  cautioned  against 
risking  a general  engagement,  but,  whilst  acting  on  the  defensive,  was  j 
directed  to  assume  the  offensive  on  every  favorable  occasion.  Entire 
confidence  was  placed  in  his  skill  and  the  marked  ability  with  which  on 
every  previous  occasion  he  had  handled  the  troops  under  his  command. 
How  far  this  confidence  was  well  placed  is  seen  by  the  result.  Every 
foot  of  ground  was  contested;  the  enemy  was  forced  to  march  with  his 
whole  command  in  hand,  and  did  not  reach  Opelousas  till  the  23d  No- 
vember ; worried,  punished,  held  in  check,  his  supplies  were  exhausted, 
and  he  was  compelled  to  retreat,  with  the  loss  of  over  2,000  killed, 
wounded,  and  prisoners. 

The  defenses  and  obstructions  of  the  Lower  Bed  Biver  are  being 
pushed  with  all  the  means  at  my  disposal,  and  it  is  hoped  they  will  be 
made  so  effective  as  to  secure  us  the  possession  and  navigation  of  the 
Bed  Biver  this  winter. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIBBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant - G enera  l.  j 


General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Shreveport,  La.,  August  28, 1864. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  general  commanding  the  j 
department  [E.  Kirby  Smith]  has  been  sick  for  the  last  ten  days,  with 
an  attack  of  acute  dysentery.  Being  very  weak,  he  directs  me  to  write  J 
you  as  follows : 

I was  very  much  surprised  at  receiving  your  telegram  informing  me 
that  no  order  was  on  file  directing  the  infantry  of  my  command  to  cross 
the  Mississippi  Biver.  Your  telegram  implies  that  I should  have  fol- 
lowed the  enemy’s  troops  lately  operating  in  this  department,  and  that  I 
was  expected  to  so  employ  my  force  as  to  prevent  him  at  least  from  re-  | 
enforcing  the  armies  of  Grant  and  Sherman.  I beg  leave  to  submit  the  jl 
following  resumS  of  events  which  have  transpired  since  my  arrival  in 
this  department,*  as  also  my  plans  for  the  last  campaign,  and  the  rea-  j 
sons  why  I was  unable  to  detain  longer  the  armies  opposed  to  me. 

Soon  after  I reached  the  department,  and  before  I could  become  fully 
acquainted  with  the  character  and  position  of  the  troops,  the  operations 
against  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  absorbed  all  attention.  Banks’ 
first  raid,  in  which  he  overpowered  General  Taylor  at  Camp  Bisland, 
swept  through  the  most  productive  portion  of  Louisiana,  and  caused  the  >j! 
loss  of  our  works  controlling  the  navigation  of  the  Bed  Biver  and  the  i 
Atchafalaya.  This  was  subordinate  to  the  investment  of  Port  Hudson. 

I made  the  best  disposition  I could  of  my  troops  to  aid  in  the  relief  of 
Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson.  General  Taylor,  with  Walker’s  division, 
drawn  from  Arkansas,  and  moved  secretly  up  the  Tensas,  in  transports, 
and  landing  a few  miles  from  where  Grant  crossed  the  Mississippi  Biver,  j J 


General  Smith  assumed  command  March  7,  18G3. 
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attempted  a coup  de  main  upon  liis  communications.  The  enterprise 
succeeded,  but  did  not  produce  the  important  results  anticipated, 
Grant  having  previously  acquired  a base  of  supply  upon  the  Yazoo 
River.  General  Taylor  now  moved  into  the  La  Fourclie  country,  where 
he  operated  successfully  in  interrupting  the  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River  between  Port  Hudson  and  New  Orleans.  His  position  be- 
came perilous  after  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson,  and  he  recrossed  Berwick 
Bay.  General  Holmes  reported  that  it  was  practicable  for  him  to  take 
Helena,  and  permission  was  given  for  him  to  attempt  it.  The  position 
was  unsuccessfully  assailed  on  the  4th  of  July.  The  enemy  subsequently 
advanced.  General  Price  abandoned  Little  Rock,  and  our  forces  fell 
back  to  Camden. 

In  the  fall  of  1863  the  enemy  made  two  attempts  upon  Texas.  In  the 
first,  he  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine,  where,  by  the  gallantry  of  a 
single  company  occupying  a small  fort,  he  was  beaten,  two  of  his  gunboats 
captured,  and  his  design  frustrated.  He  then  concentrated  a column  at 
Berwick  Bay,  in  the  season  of  low  water,  intending  to  proceed  along 
the  coast,  drawing  his  supplies  from  its  numerous  inlets.  I met  this 
by  placing  Magruder’s  small  force  at  the  Sabine,  holding  Taylor  on  his 
flank.  The  latter,  by  avoiding  a general  engagement,  while  he  har- 
assed and  menaced  his  communications,  caused  him  to  retire ; when, 
by  a brilliant  rear-guard  action,  General  Green  punished  him  severely. 
Banks  then  commenced  his  series  of  grand  maneuvers  upon  the  whole 
length  of  the  coast  of  Texas.  General  Green’s  division  was  transported 
to  Galveston  and  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos,  to  meet  a powerful  force 
landed  on  Matagorda  Peninsula.  Throughout  the  winter,  General  Ma- 
gruder  was  occupied  in  foiling  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  who  numer- 
ically was  greatly  his  superior.  This  brings  me  to  the  point  of  time 
when  the  spring  campaign  opened,  and  I beg  you  to  remark  the  posi- 
tion of  the  opposing  forces.  My  lines  extended  from  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory, through  Arkansas,  to  tho  Mississippi,  and  down  to  the  mouth  of 
Red  River;  thence,  by  the  Atchafalaya,  to  Berwick  Bay,  and  from  thence, 
by  the  coast,  to  the  Colorado.  A small  body  of  troops  was  engaged  in 
observing  the  enemy  at  Brownsville.  My  forces  were  massed  in  three 
principal  bodies,  to  wit : Under  Magruder,  opposite  Banks,  on  Mata- 
gorda Peninsula ; under  Price,  confronting  Steele ; under  Taylor,  hold- 
ing the  Lower  Red  River.  The  immense  transportation  of  the  enemy 
admitted  of  his  taking  the  initiative  with  his  entire  force,  at  any  mo- 
ment, against  any  portion  of  my  extended  lines,  while  my  limited  trans- 
portation, and  the  wide  distances  which  separated  my  commands,  made 
it  impossible  to  effect  rapid  concentration,  or  assume  the  offensive.  My 
only  alternative  was  to  wait  the  development  of  the  enemy’s  plans,  to 
retire  before  him  until  I effected  my  concentrations,  and  to  endeavor  to 
maneuver  to  throw  the  principal  mass,  if  not  my  whole  force,  against 
one  of  his  columns.  As  I wrote  you  in  the  fall  of  1863, 1 was  satisfied 
that  the  line  of  Red  River  would  be  the  line  of  his  principal  attack, 
because,  as  I then  said,  the  water  arose  so  as  to  admit  his  powerful 
naval  armament,  in  conjunction  with  the  advance  of  his  infantry  col- 
umn. In  accordance  with  this  view,  I had  established',  last  fall,  sub- 
sistence and  forage  depots  along  the  roads  through  the  barren  country 
between  Texas  and  Red  River,  and  between  Camden  and  Natchitoches. 
I omitted  to  state  that  I had  been  obliged  to  keep  a force  in  the  Indian 
Territory  to  hold  in  check  several  thousand  men  under  Thayer,  at  Fort 
Smith,  and  to  cross  Northern  Texas,  filled  with  disloyal  people.  The 
water  in  the  beginning  of  February  being  in  a stage  to  admit  gunboats 
into  Red  River,  General  Banks  suddenly  transferred  his  force  to  New 
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Orleans  and  Berwick  Bay,  leaving  but  0,000  or  8,000  men  on  Matagorda 
Peninsula,  who  subsequently  joined  him  at  Alexandria  after  the  retreat 
from  Mansfield.* 

# * # # # * # # 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  SMITH, 

Medical  Director  General  Hospitals , Dept,  of  Trans-Mississippi. 
The  President  of  the  Confederate  States. 


Bo.  4. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Steele , G.  S.  Army , of  operations  in  the 
Indian  Territory  in  1863. 

Austin,  Tex.,  February  15,  1804. 

Sir:  Having  been  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  Indian  Territory, 
at  my  own  request,  I think  it  proper  to  report  a brief  summary  of  the 
military  operations  in  that  Territory  during  the  past  year,  giving,  as  ac- 
curately as  may  be,  an  account  of  such,  causes  as  have  led  to  results  not 
unapprehended  on  my  part,  nor  so  fortunate  in  their  character  as  could 
have  been  desired.  The  facts  necessary  to  a correct  and  intelligent 
understanding  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  Indian  Territory  during 
the  past  year  cannot  be  reported  as  fully  as  I could  wish,  owing  to  the 
possession  of  the  records  of  my  assistant  adjutant-general’s  office  hav- 
ing been  retained  by  my  successor  in  that  command.  I therefore  re- 
port briefly  such  facts  and  circumstances  as  are  to  be  derived  from  the 
limited  data  in  the  shape  of  private  memoranda,  &c.,  in  my  possession, 
and  the  recollection  of  myself  and  a few  of  the  officers  who  served  on 
my  staff. 

Early  in  the  month  of  January,  of  the  past  year,  in  conformity  with 
orders  received  from  Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  commanding  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department,  I reported  to  Major-General  Hindman  for  duty 
in  the  Indian  Territory,  and,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the 
latter,  proceeded  without  delay  to  Fort  Smith,  and,  on  or  about  Janu- 
ary 8,  1863,  assumed  the  command  to  which  I had  been  assigned.  I 
will  premise  by  saying  that  I was  fully  and  truthfully  advised  by  Major- 
General  Hindman  of  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  country,  as  well  as 
the  undisciplined,  ill-equipped,  and  demoralized  state  of  the  few  troops 
over  whom  I was  called  to  command.  On  my  arrival  at  Fort  Smith 
the  appearance  of  everything  was  Qf  the  most  gloomy  description.  The 
continuous  occupation  of  the  country  by  a large  Confederate  force  from 
the  beginning  of  the  war  had  utterly  exhausted  its  resources,  and  the 
retreat  of  General  Hindman  from  that  section  immediately  preceding 
my  arrival  had  left  the  people  desponding,  hopeless,  and,  with  a few 
honorable  exceptions,  thoroughly  demoralized ; insomuch  that  my  anx- 
iety and  watchfulness  was  more  taxed  by  the  operations  of  traitors, 
deserters,  and  Union  men,  known  in  common  as  “jayhawkers  ” (who 
were  in  the  majority),  than  by  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  my  front. 

The  only  force  I found  at  Fort  Smith  was  about  100  men,  under  Colonel 
[J.  C.J  Monroe,  of  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  who  had  been  sent  tem- 
porarily to  that  point  by  General  Hindman,  and  the  remnant  of  Lane’s 
(Texas)  Partisan  Bangers,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  [B.  P.]  Crump,  num- 

* Portion  relating  to  operations  in  1804,  Lore  omitted,  will  appear  in  proper 
sequence. 
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bering  about  150  men,  this  being  the  entire  number  present  for  duty  iu  a 
regiment  originally  consisting  of  fourteen  full  companies.  This  regiment 
had  not  a change  of  clothing  nor  an  average  of  a blanket  to  the  man. 
About  1,500  inmates,  in  a wretched  condition,  were  officially  reported  in 
the  numerous  hospitals  in  the  place.  The  quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary departments  throughout  the  Territory  were  found  in  the  utmost 
confusion.  The  officers  serving  in  those  departments,  as  a general  rule, 
had  derived  their  appointments  from  General  Hindman  or  General  Pike, 
were  without  legal  commissions,  and,  in  many  cases,  had  executed  no 
bonds.  To  have  displaced  these  would  have  stopped  all  operations ; 
therefore,  having  no  others  to  replace  them,  I was  compelled  to  con- 
tinue them  on  duty.  Many  of  these  staff  officers  were  incompetent  and 
negligent.  Orders  were  issued  and  reissued  demanding  that  their  re- 
turns should  be  forwarded  to  headquarters  without  attaining  the  object 
sought.  From  Majors  [Israel  G.]  Yore  and  [N.  B.]  Breedlove,  quarter- 
master and  commissary  of  subsistence,  respectively,  of  Cooper’s  brigade, 
of  some  G,000  men,  on  paper,  returns  were  repeatedly  called  for,  but  never 
received.  I may  here  also  mention  that  1 was  unable  to  procure  a single 
paper  (nor  did  I ever  receive  one)  in  the  way  of  a record,  either  in  refer- 
ence to  previous  military  operations  or  the  Indian  superintendency. 

The  few  stores  left  by  General  Hindman  on  his  retreat  had  been 
stolen  and  scattered  to  all  parts  of  the  country.  In  the  quartermas- 
ter’s department  there  was  neither  transportation  nor  forage.  The  best 
efforts  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  commissary  department  were  only 
productive  of  a very  limited  supply  of  poor  beef  and  corn  meal.  Of  the 
latter,  there  was  but  a few  days’  supply  on  hand,  and,  to  obtain  the 
necessary  supply  for  the  subsistence  of  the  troops  mentioned,  and  the 
hospitals,  it  became  imperatively  necessary  to  reopen  the  navigation  of 
the  Arkansas  River. 

I ascertained,  on  inquiry,  that  a considerable  supply  of  flour,  for  the 
use  of  the  Indian  Department,  had  been  purchased  in  FTorthern  Texas 
by  an  agent  sent  by  General  Hindman  for  that  purpose,  but  the  defi- 
ciency in  transportation  and  the  condition  of  the  roads  forbade  the  hope 
of  an  adequate  supply  of  breadstuffs  from  that  quarter.  The  Arkansas 
River  was,  therefore,  the  only  avenue  for  a supply  left  open  to  me,  and 
this  of  corn.  The  territory  on  the  northern  side  of  the  stream  for  a 
considerable  distance  was  virtually  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy, 
whilst  jayhawkers  in  considerable  numbers  were  boldly  depredating 
on  both  sides  of  the  river  between  Little  Rock  and  Fort  Smith.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I besought  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  to 
so  dispose  a sufficient  force  of  cavalry  along  the  north  side  of  the  river 
as  to  afford  protection  to  such  boats  as  might  be  employed  in  the  trans- 
portation of  corn.  After  no  little  delay  and  embarrassment,  a sufficient 
supply  of  corn  was  thus  obtained,  not,  however,  until  I was  forced, 
through  absolute  want  of  subsistence,  to  send  to  Red  River  Speight’s 
brigade,  with  a battery  attached.  The  scarcity  of  forage  and  subsist- 
ence, together  with  the  destitute  condition  of  the  command,  involved 
the  necessity,  also,  of  ordering  the  remnant  of  Lane’s  regiment  to  a 
point  at  which  there  was  a probability  of  subsistence,  recruiting,  re- 
equipping, &c.  Bass’  [Texas]  regiment,  of  Speight’s  brigade,  number- 
ing some  200  men,  was  kept  at  Fort  Smith  for  police  duty,  &c.  This 
regiment,  as  was  the  case  with  most  of  the  other  regimeuts  composing 
Speight’s  brigade,  was  found  to  be  greatly  demoralized,  and  in  a very 
short  time  after  being  put  on  duty  exhibited  an  effective  strength  of  less 
than  100  men,  this  depletion  arising,  in  the  main,  from  desertion. 

The  necessity. of  sending  Speight’s  infantry  brigade  to  the  Red  River, 
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though  deeply  regretted  at  the  time,  was,  nevertheless,  imperative. 
Gould  I have  retained  that  brigade  at  Fort  Smith,  I should  have  been 
enabled,  in  all  probability,  to  have  inaugurated  the  spring  campaign 
from  the  line  of  the  Arkansas  Fiver,  and  thus,  perhaps,  have  materially 
changed  the  fortunes  of  war  in  that  section  of  country.  All  of  these 
many  difficulties  and  embarrassments  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  my 
official  correspondence,  to  which  I would  most  respectfully  refer. 

Prior  to  my  arrival  at  Fort  Smith,  General  Hindman  had  directed 
Brigadier-General  Gooper,  in  command  of  the  Indian  Brigade,  to  adopt  j 
a universal  system  of  furloughs.  Very  many  of  the  Indian  troops  \ 
availed  themselves  of  this  privilege.  There,  however,  remained  quite 
a number  who  refused  to  accept  furloughs,  and  whose  subsistence, 
&c.,  added  greatly  to  the  then  existing  difficulties.  Brigadier-General  I 
Cooper’s  official  reports  represented  the  troops  under  his  command  as 
being  almost  destitute  of  clothing ; miserably  equipped  in  #11  respects  ; [ 

poorly  armed  (many  being  without  arms),  and  that  it  was  impossible  to 
subsist  them  on  the  line  of  the  Arkansas  Fiver ; hence  I was  under  the 
necessity,  also,  of  ordering  this  force  to  the  southward.  The  alternative 
was  thus  presented  to  me  either  to  proceed  with  the  troops  that  had 
been  ordered  southward,  and  abandon  the  line  of  the  Upper  Arkansas,  j 
or  remain  in  person  at  Fort  Smith,  and  attempt,  with  the  small  force  in 
garrison  at  that  point,  to  hold  possession  of  the  place,  and,  to  some  j 
extent,  the  line  indicated,  until  such  time  as  I should  have  it  in  my 
power  to  subsist  such  troops  as  were  then  in  the  country  or  as  might 
be  sent  from  other  points.  I determined,  believing,  as  I did,  that  Fort  ' 
Smith  was  the  true  strategic  key  to  the  Indian  Territory,  to  adopt  the 
latter  course,  trusting  to  the  inclemency  of  the  season  and  the  waters 
of  the  Arkansas  to  shield  me  from  an  attack.  During  the  winter  the 
enemy  made  frequent  raids,  penetrating  as  far  southward  as  the  Arkan-  > 
sas,  doing  little  other  mischief  than  annoying  and  interrupting  the  i 
river  transportation.  I became  satisfied,  however,  that  he  had  no  de-  - 
sign  of  attempting  the  permanent  occupation  of  any  point  south  of  the  \ 
Arkansas  so  long  as  our  forces  held  possession  of,  and  controlled,  the 
navigation  of  the  Lower  Arkansas.  Thus  impressed,  I ordered  the  main 
body  of  the  troops  in  the  Territory  to  encamp  as  near  Fed  Fiver  as  was 
convenient,  in  order,  first,  that  they  might  be  more  readily  subsisted, 
recruited,  and  equipped ; and,  second,  that  the  available  transportation 
might  be  used  in  accumulating  supplies  in  the  depots  near  the  line  of 
the  Arkansas.  I thus  hoped  to  accumulate  an  ample  supply  of  bread-  | 
stuffs  for  the  commencement  of  the  spring  campaign  at  the  earliest  day, 
the  artillery  and  cavalry  horses  being  meanwhile  recruited  on  Fed  1 
Fiver,  where  an  abundance  of  forage  had  been  placed,  under  my  direc- 
tion, by  Maj.  A.  S.  Cabell,  chief  quartermaster. 

In  order  to  distract  the  attention  of  the  enemy  from  an  insight  into  *i 
these  plans  and  operations,  I resolved  to  have  the  enemy,  then  at  Fay- 
etteville, Ark.,  55  miles  northwest  from  Fort  Smith,  annoyed  as  much 
as  x^ossible,  and  to  this  end  I gave  every  encouragement  in  my  power  • 
to  the  formation  of  partisan  companies.  Colonel  Monroe’s  First  Ar- 
kansas Cavalry,  about  400  strong,  having  been  sent  to  my  aid,  I caused  I 
as  frequent  scouts  to  be  made  as  it  was  possible  for  man  and  horse  to  * 
endure.  The  greater  portion  of  this  cavalry  was  constantly  employed 
watchiDg  over  and  defeating  the  operations  of  the  numerous  bands  of  n 
jay  hawkers  who  were  committing  daily  deeds  of  violence  and  bloodshed. 

The  full  force  of  the  enemy  in  Northwestern  Arkansas  and  the  Chero- 
kee country  during  the  winter  and  early  spring  did  not  exceed  3,000, 
inclusive  of  Pin  Indians.  Of  the  latter,  some  1,200  or  1,500  were  in  the 
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service  of  the  Federal  Government.  To  subsist  this  force  and  obtain 
forage,  the  enemy  was  under  the  necessity  of  scattering  it  over  a large 
extent  of  country.  In  Northwestern  Arkansas  he  was  unable  to  mount 
a force  exceeding  500  men.  These  facts  were  repeatedly  urged  upon 
the  lieutenant-general  commanding,  and  a movement  in  the  rear  of  this 
force  urgently  pressed.  I became  satisfied  that  if  the  enemy  was  per- 
mitted to  remain  in  quiet  and  uninterrupted  possession  of  the  north 
side  of  the  Arkansas  River  during  the  winter  and  spring,  he  would,  in 
the  exercise  of  his  customary  energy,  throw  forward  in  the  direction  of 
Fort  Gibson  such  quantity  of  supplies  as  would  suffice  to  attempt  a 
flank  movement  on  Fort  Smith  in  that  direction.  General  Marmaduke’s 
cavalry  force  was  then  occupying  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Bates- 
ville.  A brigade  of  cavalry,  under  Colonel  [C.  A.]  Carroll,  occupied  the 
country  in  the  vicinity  of  Roseville.  From  Batesville  to  Fayetteville 
was  but  a short  distance,  and  from  Roseville  to  the  same  point  the  dis- 
tance was  not  exceeding  four  or  five  days’  march.  Had  Marmaduke’s 
cavalry  been  thrown  rapidly  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy  at  Fayetteville 
while  Carroll  marched  upon  the  front,  it  is  quite  sure  that  the  result 
would  have  been  either  his  capture  in  detail  or  his  entire  abandonment 
of  Northwestern  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  country.  I mean  no  dis- 
respect to  the  lieutenant-general  then  commanding,  in  making  these 
statements,  yet  justice  to  myself  and  the  subsequent  verification  of  the 
correctness  of  the  views  then  entertained  and  repeatedly  urged,  demand 
that  I should  record  them.  Had  the  movement  indicated  been  made 
(its  successful  issue,  in  my  judgment,  being  beyond  the  peradventure  of 
a doubt),  I should  have  been  enabled  to  have  had  in  store,  in  depots  on 
or  near  the  Arkansas  River,  an  ample  supply  of  breadstuffs,  while  the 
country  south  of  that  stream  abounded  in  beef  cattle  of  the  best  quality. 
In  short,  I could  have  assumed  the  offensive  from  the  line  of  the  Ar- 
kansas River  with  a force  fully  rested  and  recruited,  both  as  regards 
men  and  horses,  Considerably  earlier  in  the  spring  than  the  enemy  could 
have  begun  his  movements  from  either  Missouri  or  Kansas.  The  moral 
effect  of  such  a condition  of  affairs  upon  the  people  of  Arkansas  and 
the  Indian  Territory  and  Northern  Texas,  and  its  influence  upon  opera- 
tions then  contemplated  and  subsequently  consummated  in  the  direction 
of  Little  Rock,  remains,  of  course,  only  a subject  of  conjecture. 

During  the  winter  months  I had  caused  workshops  for  the  repair, 
&c.,  of  arms  and  wagons  (of  which  quite  a number  were  fitted  up  from 
the  debris  found  scattered  about  the  garrison),  as  well  as  put  in  operation 
such  other  branches  of  industry  necessary  to  the  supply  of  the  army  as 
the  resources  of  the  country  afforded. 

Repeated  requisitions  for  the  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition  remain- 
ing unfilled,  I assumed  the  responsibility  of  sending  an  officer  of  my 
staff  to  Texas,  with  a view  of  making  an  endeavor  to  obtain  the  neces- 
sary supply  of  ammunition  and  arms,  if  possible,  from  that  quarter.  A 
greater  portion  of  the  ammunition  obtained  by  this  officer  had  to  be 
transported  from  San  Antonio  to  Bonham,  Tex.,  in  ox  wagons.  The 
delay  incident  to  this  means  of  transportation  was  of  very  material 
prejudice,  especially  so,  as  it  was  found  impossible  to  procure  a supply 
from  any  other  quarter.  I also  procured  some  500  stand  of  arms  from 
this  source,  these  being  the  only  arms  brought  into  the  Territory  during 
the  period  of  my  command,  other  than  a few  repaired  arms. 

I repeatedly  urged  upon  General  Cooper  and  the  officer  in  command 
of  Speight’s  brigade  the  necessity  of  straining  every  energy  to  the  pre- 
paration of  their  commands  for  an  advance  movement  at  the  earliest 
practicable  period;  and,  in  accordance  with  my  orders,  the  march  north- 
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ward  was  begun  by  the  entire  force  near  lied  Iiiver  left  under  my  com 
maud  as  soon  as  the  condition  of  the  roads,  &c.,  would  permit.  Speight’s 
brigade,  together  with  West’s  battery  (this  being  the  only  reliable  bat- 
tery then  under  my  control),  was  ordered  to  Louisiana,  after  being  some 
days  on  the  march  northward. 

Notwithstanding  this  sudden  and  important  depletion  of  my  effective  ! 
strength,  I determined  to  make  every  effort  to  hold  the  line  of  the  Ar- 
kansas, and,  if  possible,  by  means  of  a superior  numerical  force  of  cav- 
alry operating  upon  the  enemy’s  rear,  compel  him  to  abandon  his  hold  j 
on  the  north  bank  of  that  stream,  at  Fort  Gibson,  a point  which  he  had  i 
strongly  fortified  and  garrisoned  with  from  2,500  to  3,500  troops. 

General  Cooper,  in  conformity  with  my  orders,  moved  forward  with  his  ; 
brigade,  consisting  of  two  regiments  of  Texas  cavalry  (De  Morse’s  and  j 
Martin’s),  with  the  bulk  of  the  Indian  troops,  and  a battery  of  three 
mountain  howitzers  and  one  small  prairie  rifle  gun,  to  the  vicinity  of  Fort  j 
Gibson.  Fully  apprised  of  the  difficulties  experienced  by  the  enemy  in 
regard  to  his  supplies  (he  being  under  the  necessity  of  transporting  j 
them  in  wagons  for  a distance  of  several  hundred  miles),  and  being 
regularly  and  correctly  advised  of  the  departure  of  his  trains  from  Fort  | 
Scott  and  other  depots  to  the  northward,  I made  such  dispositions  as  I ! 
flattered  myself  would  effectually  cut  off  supplies  and  re-enforcements. 
Cabell’s  brigade,  which  had  been  placed  under  my  command  a short 
time  before,  was  moved  forward  to  Fayetteville,  with  the  design  of 
operating  upon  the  rear  and  lines  of  communication  from  that  quarter, 
whilst  General  Cooper  was  instructed  to  avoid  a general  action,  and 
operate  with  his  available  cavalry  from  the  west.  Attempts  to  effect  | 
this  object  were  accordingly  made.  With  the  conduct  and  results  of 
these  expeditions  I was  wholly  unsatisfied.  The  failure  of  the  first  ex- 
pedition, under  Colonel  McIntosh,  sent  by  General  Cooper,  was  attrib- 
utable, in  my  judgment,  to  the  command  of  the  expedition  devolving 
upon  an  Indian  officer,  deficient  in  energy  and  capacity,  and  who  did  l 
not  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  white  troops  under  his  command. 

A second  expedition,  under  Col.  Stand  Watie,  was  sent  to  the  west  of  I 
Grand  Eiver  and  in  rear  of  Fort  Gibson,  with  the  view  of  attacking  a j 
large  train  of  the  enemy  and  a number  of  re-enforcements,  known  to  be 
en  route  for  Gibson.  General  Cabell  was  ordered  to  co-operate  in  this 
movement,  by  way  of  Fayetteville.  Col.  Stand  Watie  came  up  with  I 
the  enemy’s  train  and  made  an  attack  upon  it.  He  was,  however,  able  j 
to  accomplish  little,  owing  to  the  failure  of  a junction  of  the  forces  under  ! 
Cabell  and  others  sent  to  his  assistance  by  General  Cooper.  General  j 
Cabell’s  failure  and  that  of  the  forces  sent  by  Cooper  to  form  this  junc- 
tion, as  designed,  were  officially  ascribed  to  high  waters  intersecting 
their  line  of  march. 

The  enemy  having  thus  succeeded  in  getting  into  Gibson  considerable 
re-enforcements  and  a quantity  of  supplies,  assumed  the  offensive  from 
that  base  of  operations.  An  attack  was  made  by  General  Blunt,  com- 
manding the  Federal  forces,  on  General  Cooper,  then  encamped  at  Honey 
Springs,  who,  with  twenty-four  hours’ notice  of  the  enemy’s  approach,  and  1 
with  the  knowledge  that  re-enforcements  were  en  route  to  join  him,  gave  S 
battle  upon  the  ground  he  occupied,  and,  having  taken  no  steps  to 
strengthen  his  position,  was  driven  from  it,  after  a short  contest,  with 
the  loss  of  one  howitzer  and  about  200  men  in  killed,  wounded,  and  cap- 
tured. General  Blunt  did  not  pursue,  but  contented  himself  with  de- 
stroying some  flour  and  a few  broken  wagons,  &c.  This  battle  was  fought 
on  the  17th  July,  the  best  portion  of  Cabell’s  brigade,  with  all  of  his 
artillery,  being  within  hearing  of  the  cannon  and  en  route  foy  .the  scene 
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of  action.  In  a few  days  (July  22)  Cooper’s  and  Cabell’s  brigades  were 
concentrated  about  25  miles  in  rear  of  the  battle-ground,  and  by  the 
25th  were  placed  in  position  at  Prairie  Springs,  15  miles  from  Port  Gib- 
son, where  I determined  to  await  the  arrival  of  a brigade  from  Texas, 
under  command  of  Col.  S.  P.  Bankhead,  which  I had  been  notified  was 
ordered  to  report  to  me,  and  which  was  expected  before  the  10th  of 
August.  Upon  the  arrival  of  that  brigade,  it  was  my  intention  to  take 
a position  near  enough  to  Fort  Gibson  to  effectually  prevent  any  further 
supplies  or  re-enforcements  from  going  in.  In  a few  days  the  desertions 
from  Cabell’s  Arkansas  brigade  became  alarming,  without  any  apparent 
cause.  They  left  by  tens  and  hundreds  (as  many  as  200  leaving  in  one 
night,  several  officers  going  with  them).  The  weather  at  this  time  was 
good,  and  provisions  (flour  and  beef)  abundant ; but  another  serious  diffi- 
culty presented  itself.  The  powder  which  had  been  received  from  Texas 
was  found  to  be  worthless  when  exposed  to  the  slightest  moisture,  a 
night’s  heavy  dew  converting  it  into  a paste.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I determined  to  withdraw  farther  from  the  enemy,  who  might 
in  a night’s  march  attack  us  at  any  time,  knowing,  as  he  undoubtedly 
did,  the  condition  of  affairs  with  us,  from  several  deserters  who  went 
to  his  lines.  The  whole  force  was  accordingly  withdrawn  to  the  south 
side  of  the  Canadian  River,  and  Fort  Smith  being  threatened  by  a force 
from  Springfield,  Mo.,  Cabell’s  brigade  was  posted  within  supporting 
distance  of  that  place.  My  force  being  nearly  all  cavalry,  and  dependent 
entirely  upon  grass  to  subsist  the  animals,  was  necessarily  much  scat- 
tered; consequently,  when  a few  days  later  the  enemy  was  reported  ad- 
vancing in  force,  a move  to  the  rear  was  made  to  a point  where  all  could 
concentrate.  The  Creeks  failed  entirely  to  come  to  the  point  designated, 
and  most  of  the  Cherokees  and  several  companies  of  Choctaws  being 
absent,  I found  myself  with  not  over  1,500  men,  many  of  whom  wTere 
unarmed  (nearly  all  with  indifferent  arms),  opposed  to  a force  of  2,000 
cavalry  and  about  3,000  infantry,  the  latter  transported  in  300  two-horse 
wagons.  Instead,  therefore,  of  risking  an  engagement,  nothing  was  at- 
tempted but  to  keep  the  enemy  in  check  until  our  supplies  were  moved 
to  the  rear.  In  this  we  were  successful,  nothing  having  been  left  to 
fall  into  the  enemy’s  hands.  He  gratified  his  malice,  however,  by  burn- 
ing the  little  town  of  Perry  ville.  From  Perry  ville  the  enemy  turned 
toward  Fort  Smith  with  a portion  of  his  forces,  where  General  Cabell 
contested  his  advance  in  an  engagement  of  several  hours’  duration,  most 
of  his  men  behaving  badly.  A few  hundred  repulsed  the  attacking  force, 
and  then  retired  in  the  direction  of  Waldron. 

Whilst  retiring  before  the  enemy,  near  Perryville,  I again  received 
notice  that  Bankhead’s  brigade  was  ordered  to  report  to  me.  It  was 
hurried  forward  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Smith,  to  the  support  of  Gen- 
eral Cabell,  who  had  been  instructed  to  fetire,  in  case  of  necessity,  on 
the  road  this  brigade  advanced  upon.  It  was  expected  that  if  General 
Cabell  had  been  obliged  to  evacuate,  this  re-enforcement  would  have 
enabled  him  to  regain  his  lost  ground.  General  Cooper’s  brigade,  com- 
posed of  a few  whites  and  several  different  tribes  of  Indians,  could  not 
be  moved.  General  Cabell’s  movements,  by  the  way  of  Waldron,  pre- 
vented his  junction  with  the  re-enforcements  at  a time  when  the  enemy, 
feeling  secure,  had  scattered  his  forces  and  offered  an  easy  conquest. 
General  Cabell  reported  that  he  had  received  orders  from  Major-Gen- 
eral Price,  which  orders  were  never  sent  me,  and  thus  his  brigade  was 
in  some  way  disconnected  with  my  command.  Acting  Brigadier- General 
Bankhead  remained  several  weeks  near  Fort  Smith,  cutting  oft’  small 
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parties  of  the  enemy.  General  Cooper,  with  his  brigade,  was,  as  soon  1 
as  possible,  advanced  upon  the  line  we  had  retired  upon. 

At  this  time  I left  General  Cooper  in  command,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  an  interview  with  the  commander  of  the  Trans -Mississippi  De- 
partment. On  my  return,  I found  that  all  the  troops  had  been  concen- 
trated  near  North  Fork  Town,  on  the  Canadian,  and  immediately  after  | 
my  arrival,  and  without  consulting  my  wishes,  General  Cooper  moved  the 
whole  slowly  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Smith,  halting  about  35  miles  from 
that  place,  where  I overtook  him.  The  statements  in  regard  to  the 
enemy’s  force  and  position,  sent  to  me  during  the  few  days  previous  to  I 
my  arrival  at  his  camp,  had  varied  so  much  from  day  to  day  that  I was 
in  great  uncertainty  as  to  the  best  course  to  pursue.  The  troops  had 
moved  down  with  the  expectation  of  a battle.  I determined  to  attempt 
a -surprise,  upon  learning  that,  owing  to  the  annoyance  given  by  the  ;< 
Choctaws,  the  enemy  had  no  pickets  on  one  road  leading  through  the 
Arkansas  Bottom,  and  gave  orders  accordingly,  when  General  Cooper  1 
represented  to  me  that  he  could  not  bring  up  his  brigade  of  Indians  to  i 
take  the  part  assigned  to  them.  I then  thought  of  making  the  attack 
from  another  direction,  where  a prairie,  with  several  roads  leading  from 
it  to  the  enemy’s  position,  would  obviate  the  objection  urged.  To  this  j 
plan  General  Cooper  demurred,  on  the  ground  that  the  ponies  of  his 
Indians,  having  been  without  forage  for  several  days,  could  not  make 
the  march  in  time.  The  distance  was  estimated  at  about  35  miles, 
to  be  traveled  between  12  m.  and  daylight  the  next  morning.  Wishing 
to  remove  every  objection,  I moved  my  camp  farther  around  to  the 
south  of  Fort  Smith,  and  to  within  20  miles  of  that  place,  where  I 
arrived  on  the  31st  of  October,  having  been  delayed  by  a storm  of 
rain  and  snow,  and  in  cutting  out  a road  through  the  Poteau  Bottom. 
During  this  storm  the  various  commanders  of  the  regiments  of  Texas 
troops,  composing  the  Second  Brigade,  came  in  a body  to  inform  me 
of  the  suffering  condition  of  their  men  from  the  want  of  proper  clothing,  i 
and  of  their  inability  to  keep  the  men  together  much  longer  under  such 
circumstances.  My  force  on  the  31st  of  October,  as  I derived  from  inspec- 
tors’ reports,  was  : Seminoles,  106  ; Chickasaws,  208  ; Creeks,  305  ; Choc- 
taws, 1,024 ; Choctaw  militia,  200,  and  whites,  999.  Of  the  Indians, 
all  but  one  regiment  were  armed  with  any  kind  of  guns  that  could  be 
obtained.  Some  were  entirely  without  arms.  The  whole  force  was  cav- 1 
airy  and  artillery.  General  Gano  arrived  the  next  day  with  his  escort 
and  a portion  of  Howell’s  battery,  making  my  whole  force  nearly  3,000, 
about  two-thirds  of  which  was  composed  of  at  least  three  different 
nations,  speaking  different  languages,  and  under  no  kind  of  discipline.; 
The  enemy’s  scouts  had  discovered  us;  consequently  all  hope  of  a sur- 
prise was  at  an  end.  General  McNeil  had  arrived  at  Fort  Smith  with 
re-enforcements.  I believe  that  to  have  made  an  attack  would  only  have 
ended  in  disaster.  Under  these  circumstances,  I withdrew  the  white, 
troops,  and  directed  General  Cooper  to  keep  up,  with  his  Indian  brigade,  I 
a desultory  warfare,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  foraging  or  moving;; 
about  at  will.  The  Texas  brigade,  Brigadier-General  Gano  command- 
ing, was  withdrawn,  and  found  its  clothing  at  Boggy  Depot,  from  w hich  ; 
point  it  was  moved  at  once  eastward  near  the  Arkansas  State  line.  At 
the  time  of  withdrawing  the  Texas  brigade,  the  whole  command  was  * 
out  of  flour  or  other  breadstuff’s  ; 4 small  wagon  loads  only  arrived  just 
as  we  were  retiring. 

One  of  the  most  fruitful  sources  of  embarrassment  experienced  in  the 
command  of  the  Indian  country,  and  one  which,  instead  of  being  re- 
pressed, constantly  increased,  was  that  of  feeding  the  indigent  Indians.  . 
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The  policy  of  feeding  such  Indians  as  had  been  driven  from  their  homes, 
and  whose  country  was  in  the  occupation  of  the  enemy,  had  been  inau- 
gurated prior  to  my  arrival.  The  total  failure  of  the  crops  throughout 
the  entire  Indian  Territory  had  increased  the  number  dependent  upon 
the  commissariat  to  many  thousands.  It  became  necessary  to  give  these 
people  bread  or  have  them  throw  themselves  upon  the  charity  of  the 
enemy,  who  lost  no  opportunity  to  gain  ground  by  holding  out  liberal 
inducements  of  pardon,  and  of  supplies  of  clothing  and  food.  To  resist 
the  moral  effect  of  these  inducements  held  out  by  the  enemy,  I was  com- 
pelled to  yield  with  as  much  show  of  cheerfulness  as  possible  to  the 
very  heavy  demands  that  were  made  upon  me,  and,  to  meet  these  de- 
mands, large  draughts  were  constantly  being  made  upon  stores  accumu- 
lated for  military  purposes. 

An  experience  of  twelve  months  in  the  command  of  the  Indian  coun- 
try has  convinced  me  that,  with  a few  exceptions,  the  Indians  are  wholly 
unreliable  as  troops  of  the  line.  The  officers,  as  a general  rule,  are 
ignorant,  void  of  moral  tone  of  character,  and  indisposed  to  enforce  disci- 
pline among  their  men.  Their  allegiance  to  the  Government  seems  to 
bo  regarded  more  in  the  light  of  a voluntary  contribution  on  their  part, 
susceptible  of  being  withheld  at  their  option,  than  the  performance  of 
an  obligatory  duty.  In  order  to  acquire  the  reputation  derived  from 
success,  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Territory  (according 
to  the  somewhat  doubtful  standard,  success)  it  is  necessary  to  pander 
to  the  opinions  and  sentiments  of  Indianized  white  men,  and  through 
such  to  coax  and  demagoguize  with  the  Indians,  rather  than  attempt 
the  enforcement  of  discipline  among  the  troops  and  system  in  the  various 
departments.  The  ignorance  of  the  main  body  of  the  Indians  naturally 
subjects  them  to  the  influence  for  good  or  evil  of  a class  of  whites  and 
educated  half-breeds,  who,  living  among  them  and  having  a knowledge 
of  their  language,feelings,  prejudices,  &c.,find  no  difficulty  in  molding 
the  masses  to  their  generally  interested  views.  I became  satisfied  that 
with  those  exercising  the  chief  influence  among  the  Indians  there  was 
a settled  design  to  subordinate  white  officers  and  white  troops  to  Indian 
officers  and  Indian  troops. 

In  suggesting  these  views,  I would  take  occasion  to  state  that  there 
are  serving  in  the  Indian  country  a few  striking  exceptions.  Among 
these  I may  mention  Col.  Stand  Watie,  whom  I found  to  be  a gallant 
and  daring  officer,  but,  as  was  the  case  in  all  other  instances  among  the 
Indian  troops,  without  the  slightest  discipline  in  his  regiment.  For 
some  time  prior  to  making  the  movement  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Smith, 
already  referred  to,  I had  discerned  a growing  disinclination  on  the 
part  of  the  Indian  troops  to  serve  under  my  command.  The  ingenuity 
of  my  defamers  had  been  taxed  to  the  utmost  in  giving  circulation  to 
the  most  reckless  falsehoods.  I was  charged  with  a determination  to 
take  the  white  troops  out  of  their  country  and  abandon  them  to  their 
fate ; that  I only  awaited  a favorable  opportunity  to  go  over  to  the  en- 
emy in  person  ; that  I was  Northern-born,  and  had  no  true  feeling  of 
sympathy  with  the  South.  With  another  class  of  troops  such  calum- 
nies could  have  been  successfully  met,  and  my  influence  as  a com- 
mander not,  perhaps,  have  been  thereby  materially  impaired ; but  among 
the  Indian  troops,  with  the  influences  mentioned  operating  against  me, 
the  consequence  will  be  patent.  An  improper  and  unjust  construction 
was  given  to  almost  every  step  I deemed  it  necessary  to  take  for  the 
good  of  the  service  ; in  short,  nothing  seemed  to  have  been  left  undone 
by  designing  men  and  knaves  to  excite  the  most  violent  prejudice  and 
distrust  on  the  part  of  the  Indians.  The  dark  side  of  my  picture,  painted 
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in  tlieir  own  colors,  was  kept  constantly  presented  to  their  view.  Ex- 
planations of  my  official  conduct  were  never  attempted  to  be  made  by 
those  whose  implied  duty  it  was  to  give  me  their  aid  and  support.  The 
Indian  troops  were  also  led  to  believe  that  I was  illegally  exercising  the 
command  of  the  Territory  over  Brigadier-General  Cooper,  who  was 
represented  as  my  superior  in  rank,  and  that  he  being  an  India  n officer,  , 
I was  thereby  trampling  upon  the  rights,  privileges,  and  wishes  of  the 
Indian  troops. 

Concluding  from  these  reasons,  and  many  more  of  a similar  character  ! 
that  might  be  urged,  that  my  influence  and  usefulness  as  a commanding 
officer  were  so  much  impaired  as  to  render  further  attempts  in  the 
military  administration  of  the  country  nugatory,  and  in  view  of  the  pro- 
motion of  that  harmony  of  action  and  unity  of  sentiment  so  necessary 
to  success  especially  in  the  conduct  of  military  operations,  I respect- 
fully asked  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  to  be  relieved  of  duty 
in  the  Indian  country. 

I entered  upon  the  command  of  the  Indian  Territory  conscious  of  my 
inability,  with  the  limited  means  at  my  command,  to  meet  the  demands 
and  expectations  of  the  country.  I can  only  express  my  consciousness  I 
of  having  at  least  honestly  and  faithfully  labored  for  the  good  of  the 
service  and  the  common  good  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  over  j 
which  I exercised  a command. 

In  conclusion,  I would  refer  to  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  me  by 
my  staff  officers,  Capt.  J.  F.  Crosby,  as  adjutant-general;  Maj.  S.  J.  Lee, 
commissary  ; Maj.  A.  S.  Cabell,  chief  quartermaster ; Surg.  E.  R.  Duval,  I 
medical  director,  and  Lieut.  B.  G.  Duval,  aide-de-camp,  and,  during  the  * 
absence  of  Captain  Crosby,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general;  Lieuten-  i 
ant  [J.  J.]  Du  Bose,  of  Morgan’s  (Arkansas)  infantry  regiment,  as  acting 
ordnance  officer.  All  of  these  officers  displayed  zeal;  energy,  ability,  s 
and,  what  I have  found  more  rare,  honesty. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STEELE,  j 

Brigadier -General. 


Lieut.  Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant - General. 


NOVEMBER  20-23,  1862. — Reconnaissance  toward  Van  Buren  and  Fort 

Smith,  Ark. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt , TJ.  S.  Army. 

Camp  Babcock,  Ark., 

November  24,  18G2. 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  [L.  R.]  Jewell,  with 
a detachment  of  COO  men,  sent  on  a reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of  Yan 
B uren  and  Fort  Smith , retnrned  3 ast  night.  He  met  the  enemy’s  pickets  • 
15  miles  this  side  of  Yan  Buren,  who  retreated  at  his  approach.  Learn-  j 
ing  that  a large  force  was  at  Yan  Buren,  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  pro-  | 
ceed  no  farther,  and  returned.  Information  obtained  from  various 
sources,  which  I deem  quite  reliable,  is  that  Hindman’s,  Marmaduke’s, 
Cooper’s,  and  Stand  Watie’s  forces  are  at  Yan  Buren  and  Fort  Smith. 
Their  entire  force  is  estimated  as  high  as  30,000 ; but  I am  quite  sure 
it  does  not  exceed  15,000  effective  men,  and  probably  not  over  12,000. 
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If  a small  re-enforcement  could  be  sent  me,  to  enable  me  to  leave  a 
small  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Evansville,  to  protect  my  rear  and  line  of 
communication  from  any  flank  movement  that  might  be  made  by  any 
small  rebel  force  sent  by  some  other  route  than  the  one  upon  which  my 
column  would  move,  I would  not  hesitate  to  attack  them  on  the  other 
side  of  the  mountains,  and  do  not  doubt  of  my  ability  to  occupy  and 
hold  Yan  Buren  and  Fort  Smith,  provided  General  Steele  occupies  the 
attention  of  General  Holmes,  so  that  re-enforcements  cannot  be  sent 
from  Little  Rock. 


Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis. 


JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier - General. 


NOVEMBER  24-26,  1862. — Expeditions  from  Greenfield  into  Jasper  and 

Barton  Counties,  Mo. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Francis  J.  Herron , U.  8.  Army . 

November  28,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Brown  reports  the  result  of  two  expeditions  sent 
from  Greenfield,  Mo.  One  under  Major  [G.  W.j  Kelly,  Fourth  Missouri 
State  Militia,  into  Jasper  County,  encountered  and  dispersed  Jackman’s 
band  of  guerrillas,  killing  1 lieutenant  and  1 private,  and  capturing 
G prisoners,  with  their  horses,  arms,  &c.  Captain  Roecker,  of  Major 
Kelly’s  command,  had  a hand-to-hand  encounter  with  a rebel  lieutenant, 
finally  killing  him.  The  other  expedition,  under  Lieutenant  Pritchard, 
met  a portion  of  the  same  band  near  Lamar,  in  Barton  County,  dispers- 
ing them  and  killing  2.  Quantrill,  with  1,000  men,  came  up  to  within 
10  miles  of  Newtonia,  intending  to  surprise  Colonel  [J.  F.]  Philips,  sta 
boned  at  that  place;  but  hearing  of  the  re-enforcements  sent  there,  lias 
scattered  his  command,  falling  back  into  McDonald  County.  Colonel 
Philips  is  after  him.  The  southwestern  counties  are  swarming  with  guer- 
rilla bands. 

F.  J.  HERRON, 

Brigadier-  Genera  l. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis. 


NOVEMBER  25,  1862. — Skirmish  near  Cane  Hill,  Ark. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt , U.  8.  Army . 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  Babcock,  November  26,  1862. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  General  Marmaduke,  with 
us  entire  command,  followed  about  twenty-four  hours  in  the  rear  of 
Jeutenant-Colonel  [L.  R.]  Jewell,  on  his  return  from  reconnoitering  in 
he  direction  of  Yan  Buren.  He  is  now  encamped  at  Cane  Hill,  7,000  or 
,000  strong.  A detachment  sent  from  my  command  attacked  a large 
econnoiteriug  party  of  the  enemy  yesterday,  and  scattered  them.  Spies 
dio  left  their  camp  this  morning  inform  me  that  General  Hindman, 
nth  a large  force  of  infantry,  is  expected  to  join  them,  when  they  will 
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make  an  attempt  to  get  north  into  Missouri.  My  supply  train  arrived 
this  evening  all  right.  I shall  move  on  Marmaduke  to  morrow  morn- 
ing, leaving  my  transportation  at  this  point  with  a small  guard.  Shall 
strike  him  next  morning  at  daylight,  unless  he  runs.  Hope  to  destroy 
him  before  he  can  be  re-enforced  by  Hindman.  Distance  to  Cane  Hill 
is  30  miles.  Can  you  not  send  a cavalry  force  to  Pineville  or  Neosho 
to  protect  my  supply  trains,  as  detachments  of  the  enemy,  in  considera- 
ble force,  are  hanging  on  my  rear  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  or  annoy- 
ing them? 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier - General , Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


NOVEMBER  25-29,  1862.— Expedition  to  Yellville,  Ark. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2.— Brig.  Gen.  Francis  J.  Herron,  U.  S.  Army,  with  congratulatory  dispatch. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen . Samuel  R.  Curtis , U.  S.  Army. 

November  30,  18G2.  ' 
General  : General  Herron  telegraphs  that  the  Yellville  expedition,] 
of  which  I wrote  you,  has  returned.  It  was  successful  in  destroying 
the  saltpeter  works,  the  arsenal,  and  the  store-houses,  with  about  500] 
shot-guns  and  rifles.  Sixty  prisoners  were  taken,  and  over  100  horses.  l 
Their  sick  in  the  hospital  were  paroled,  and  the  troops  returned  last] 
evening,  after  traveling  250  miles  in  less  than  five  days.  The  troops! 
were  the  First  Iowa,  Tenth  Illinois,  and  Second  Wisconsin,  commanded  j 
by  Colonel  [D.l  Wickersham,  of  the  Tenth  Illinois. 

J SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General.  1 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Francis  J.  Herron , U.  S.  Army , with  congratulatory  4 

dispatch. 

Army  of  the  Frontier, 
Southwest  Missouri,  November  30,  1862.  ' 
The  cavalry  expedition  sent  by  me  to  Yellville  returned  last  night 
having  made  the  march  of  250  miles  in  less  than  five  days.  It  was  1 1 
complete  success,  and  not  only  have  all  the  saltpeter  works  in  that  sec  I 
tion  and  at  Dubuque  been  destroyed,  but  the  arsenal  and  store-house,1 
of  the  rebels  were  burned.  Sixty  of  Burbridge’s  command  were  takei 
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prisoners;  about  500  shot-guns  and  rifles  at  the  arsenal  were  des- 
troyed, and  over  100  good  horses  brought  out.  The  rebels  have  a 
large  hospital  at  that  place,  and  the  inmates  were  paroled.  The  force 
usually  congregated  there  is  now  south  of  West  Plains.  Our  troops 
have  left  the  place  in  such  shape  that  I do  not  think  the  rebels  will 
again  attempt  to  make  a depot.  The  expedition  consisted  of  the  Pirst 
Iowa  Cavalry,  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  one  battalion  of  the  Second 
Wisconsin,  all  under  command  of  Colonel  Wickersham,  Tenth  Illinois. 
This  movement,  with  Blunt’s  victory  at  Cane  Hill,  effectually  clears  the 
north  side  of  the  mountains  of  all  troops  except  guerrillas. 

F.  J.  HEBRON, 

Brigadier - General. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  B.  Curtis. 


Saint  Louis,  December  1,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Herron,  Springfield: 

I congratulate  you  and  your  cavalry  on  the  success  of  the  expedition 
to  Yellville,  Ark.  Colonel  Wickersham  is  especially  deserving  my  thanks. 

SAML.  B.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 


NOVEMBER  26-29,  1862. — Affairs  in  Jackson  and  La  Fayette  Comities,  Mo. 
Report  of  Col.  James  McFerran , First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Lexington , Mo.,  November  29,  1862. 

Sir  : On  the  26th  instant,  pursuant  to  instructions  received  by  tele- 
graph from  General  Loan,  through  General  [R.  C.]  Vaughan,  directing 
my  co  operation  with  him,  I proceeded  with  all  the  available  force  that 
could  be  spared  from  this  post,  in  pursuit  of  certain  forces,  said  to  be 
engaged  committing  depredations  on  the  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Jack- 
son  and  La  Fayette,  in  this  State.  We  marched  to  Greenton,  12  miles 
from  this  post,  and  quartered  for  the  night.  In  this  vicinity  the  widow 
of  Barker,  who  was  murdered  by  the  bushwhackers  last  summer,  had 
been  robbed  the  night  previous  of  all  the  negroes  and  horses  on  the 
plantation  by  armed  men  unknown  to  the  family. 

The  next  morning  we  resumed  our  march  in  the  direction  of  Pink 
Hill.  On  the  march  a man  by  the  name  of  Grear  was  shot  by  our 
scouts  for  refusing  to  obey  their  summons  to  halt. 

About  1 p.  m.  we  entered  the  Independence  road  and  found  that  Col- 
onel [W.  R.]  Penick  had  just  passed  with  110  men,  in  the  direction  of 
Independence.  We  followed,  and  in  the  course  of  an  hour  overtook  his 
command. 

About  3 p.  m.  we  came  upon  the  Kansas  forces,  encamped  at  James’ 
residence,  and  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  their  right  resting  across  the 
road  at  the  end  of  a lane;  their  left  extending  in  the  rear  of  the  build- 
ings. They  had  their  artillery,  one  6-pounder,  planted  on  their  right, 
in  position  to  rake  the  lane.  A part  of  Colonel  Penick’s  force  marched 
into  the  lane,  in  range  of  the  artillery  and  small-arms  of  the  Kansas 
men,  before  I was  aware  of  their  proximity,  the  road  at  that  point  mak- 
ing a right  angle. 
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As  soon  ns  I snw  tlieir  position,  I formed  our  forces  on  an  elevation, 
and  planted  our  artillery  so  as  to  command  tlieir  position.  Immedi- 
ately after  this  tlie  Kansas  men  broke  ranks  and  stacked  their  arms, 
displaying  the  United  States  flag,  whereupon  a correspondence  ensued 
between  General  Vaughan  and  Colonel  [C.  W.]  Adams,  in  command  of 
the  Kansas  forces,  being  the  Twelfth  Kansas  Volunteers,  a copy  of  which 
is  herewith  presented.*  Before  the  correspondence  closed,  night  had  set 
in,  and  our  men  having  been  on  the  march  and  under  arms  since  day- 
light in  the  morning,  they  were  permitted  to  get  quarters  for  the  night 
at  the  different  farm  houses  surrounding  the  position  occupied  by  the 
forces  during  the  day.  During  the  night  Colonel  Adams  was  placed 
under  arrest  for  disobedience  of  orders,  and  the  command  devolved 
upon  the  second  in  command,  reported  to  be  Lieutenant-Colonel  [J.  E.J 
Hayes.  Thus  matters  stood  until  morning.  Our  forces  consisted  of  de- 
tachments of  my  regiment,  First  Cavalry,  Missouri  State  Militia ; Second 
Battalion  Cavalry,  Missouri  State  Militia,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
[R.]  Smith;  La  Fayette  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Keill,  and  the  Ray  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-Colonel  [J.  TV]  Black,  and  Colonel  Penick’s  com- 
t mancT,  numbering  in  all  about  450  effective  men,  with  three  pieces  of 
artillery.  The  Kansas  forces  numbered  about  300  effective  men. 

At  sunrise  in  the  morning  our  forces  again  reoccupied  the  position  of 
the  evening  before.  Shortly  after  this  the  Kansas  troops  sent  within 
our  lines  about  20  horses,  and  resumed  their  line  of  march  toward  Kan- 
sas. We  had,  however,  taken  the  precaution  to  station  a part  of  our 
forces  in  their  advauce,  thus  putting  them  on  the  offensive,  and  making 
them  responsible  for  a collision,  if  one  ensued,  by  their  attempt  to  force 
our  lines.  As  soon  as  they  began  their  march  we  began  the  pursuit. 
Thus  finding  themselves  surrounded,  upon  the  demand  of  an  officer, 
specially  detailed  for  the  duty,  they  delivered  up  all  property  claimed 
as  belonging  to  citizens  of  Missouri,  including  negroes,  after  which  they 
resumed  their  march  to  Kansas.  The  property  turned  over  by  them  to 
General  Vaughan  consisted  of  about  100  horses  and  mules,  40  negroes,  \ 
0 ox-teams,  and  1 two  horse  team,  loaded  with  household  goods  of  great  : 
variety.  This  property  was  brought  with  us  several  miles  as  we  re-  ; 
turned.  The  negroes  were  turned  out  of  the  lines,  and  the  property  j 
placed  in  the  hands  of  discreet  citizens,  by  direction  of  General  Vaughan, 
to  be  delivered  to  the  owners,  upon  application.  Our  forces  continued  1 
their  march,  arriving  at  this  post  at  about  8 p.  m.  on  the  28th  instant.  • 
Colonel  [A.  J.]  Barr,  of  the  Ray  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  came  up  to 
us  with  a re-enforcement  of  about  100  men,  while  the  property  was  being 
delivered,  and  returned  with  us  to  this  t>ost. 

• After  the  arrest  of  Colonel  Adams,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes,  being  ( 
in  command  of  the  Twelfth  Kansas,  placed  the  major  of  said  regiment 
under  arrest,  and  was  afterward  arrested  himself,  for  disobedience  of 
orders,  by  General  Vaughan.  This  placed  the  Twelfth  Kansas  under 
command  of  its  senior  captain.  As  far  as  1 know  or  believe,  the  expe- 
dition of  the  Twelfth  Kansas  into  this  State  was  not  in  pursuit  of  guer- 
rillas or  other  military  forces  of  the  enemy,  no  such  forces  being  in  the  j 
counties  of  La  Fayette  and  Jackson  at  the  time,  and  had  not  been  for  j 
some  time  before.  From  the  best  evidence  I could  obtain,  much  of  the 
property  returned  by  the  Twelfth  Kansas  to  General  Vaughan  was  taken 
by  them  from  Union  men.  It  is  proper  to  state,  however,  that  1 was  in-  ’< 
formed  in  some  instances  they  had,  to  some  extent,  respected  the  rights 
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of  Uuion  men.  Thus  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  was  vindicated,  our 
officers  and  men  doing  their  duty  and  observing  good  order  throughout. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  McEERRAN, 
Colonel  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Maj.  James  Rainsford, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Jefferson  City , Mo. 


NOVEMBER  28, 1862. — Engagement  at  Cane  Hill,  or  Boston  Mountains,  Ark. 

REFORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Missouri. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  division,  with  con- 
gratulatory orders. 

No.  3. — Col.  William  F.  Cloud,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  commanding  brigade. 

No.  4. — Maj.  Albert  C.  Ellithorpe,  First  Indian  Home  Guards. 

No.  5. — Lieut.  Col.  Owen  A.  Bassett,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry. 

No.  G. — Capt.  Henry  Hopkins,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  commanding  battery. 

No.  7.— Col.  Thomas  Ewing,  jr.,  Eleventh  Kansas  Infantry. 

No.  8.— Col.  Charles  A.  Carroll,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Arkansas  Cavalry  Brigade. 
No.  9.  Col.  Joseph  O.  Shelby,  commanding  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry  Brigade  (Con- 
federate). 

No.  10. — Col.  Emmett  MacDonald,  Missouri  Cavalry. 


No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  li.  Curtis , U.  S.  Army , commanding  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri. 

November  29,  1862. 

General  Blunt,  with  his  division,  made  a forced  march  and  attacked 
the  enemy  yesterday  morning  at  Cane  Hill,  Ark.  The  battle  lasted  for 
several  hours.  The  enemy,  under  General  Marmaduke,  began  to  fall 
back  about  1 o’clock,  but  retreated,  fighting  till  sundown.  The  victory 
was  complete.  Our  loss  is  not  great.  The  enemy  much  more.  Our 
forces  camp  on  the  battle-field.  The  enemy  has  retreated  to  Van  Buren. 

SAME.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 

H.  W.  Hallecic, 

General-in- Chief. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt , U.  S.  Army , commanding  division , 
with  congratulatory  orders. 


Cane  Hill,  Ark.,  November  29, 18G2. 
General  : Learning  that  a rebel  force,  under  Marmaduke,  8,000  strong, 
was  at  Cane  Hill,  40  miles  north  of  Yan  Buren,  Ark.,  and  that  General 
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Hindman  was  to  join  him  to-day  or  to-morrow  with  a large  force  of  in- 
fantry, for  the  purpose  of  making  a desperate  effort  to  enter  Missouri, 
I determined  to  strike  Marmaduke,  and  destroy  him  before  re-enforce- 
ments arrived.  Leaving  my  transportation  in  the  rear,  I made  a forced 
march  of  35  miles,  with  about  5,000  men,  and  attacked  him  about  10 
o’clock  this  morning.  Found  him  strongly  posted  on  advantageous 
ground.  After  an  engagement  of  about  three  hours,  he  commenced  a 
retreat.  Every  foot  of  the  ground  was  fought  over  and  hotly  contested. 
The  light  continued  until  near  sundown,  when  the  enemy,  finding  that 
their  artillery,  which  they  were  making  every  effort  to  get  away,  was 
about  to  be  captured,  sent  Colonels  Shelby  and  Emmett  MacDonald  with 
a flag  of  truce,  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  caring  for  their  dead  and 
wounded,  but  with  the  real  object  of  making  good  their  retreat  to  Yan 
Buren. 

The  casualties  of  the  army  I am  unable  to  state  with  accuracy  at  this 
time,  as  we  fought  over  12  miles  of  ground.  One  of  the  rebel  officers, 
under  the  flag  of  truce,  stated  to  me  that  they  had  lost  60  in  killed, 
among  them  a lieutenant-colonel.  My  loss  is  comparatively  small. 
Among  the  wounded  are  Lieutenant-Colonel  [L.  B.]  Jewell  and  Lieuten- 
ant [J.  A.]  Johnson,  of  the  Sixth  Kansas.  Both  of  them,  I fear,  mortally. 
The  enemy  are  badly  whipped,  and  will  probably  not  venture  north  of 
the  Boston  Mountains  again  this  winter.  If  this  part  of  the  State  is  held, 
as  it  is  their  reliance  for  subsistence,  having  eaten  out  all  in  the  valley 
of  the  Arkansas,  they  must  soon  retreat  into  Texas.  I have  sent  for  my 
teams  to  come  up,  and  shall  occupy  a position  at  or  near  Cane  Hill.  The 
rebels  had  about  ten  days’  rations  of  bread,  cooked,  and  in  little  sacks 
behind  their  saddles,  from  which  it  is  evident  they  intended  making  a 
desperate  effort  to  force  their  way  north. 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  B.  Curtis. 


Cane  Hill,  Ark.,  December  2, 1862. 

General  Marmaduke  continued  his  flight  all  night,  after  the  battle  of 
the  28th,  and  is  now  in  Yan  Buren.  General  Hindman  was  expected  | 
to  re-enforce  him  at  this  place  on  the  evening  of  that  day.  Prisoners,  •; 
of  whom  I captured  25,  state  that  Marmaduke’s  force  was  11,000.  They 
were  compelled  to  abandon  two  pieces  of  artillery,  disabled  by  my  bat- 
teries.  A number  of  their  officers  are  killed,  among  them  a Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Monroe,  of  a Texas  [Arkansas]  regiment,  and  a Captain  Martin, 
of  an  Arkansas  [Missouri]  regiment.  The  notorious  Quantrill  and  his 
band  were  engaged  in  the  fight,  and,  with  Colonels  Shelby  and  Emmett 
MacDonald,  commanding  the  rear  guard  in  the  retreat  across  the  Boston 
Mountains,  they  fought  desperately.  Some  of  Quan trill’s  men  were 
killed  and  others  taken  prisoners. 

My  loss  in  killed  is  5,  and  4 mortally  wounded,  one  of  whom,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Jewell,  Sixth  Kansas,  has  since  died.  Lieutenant  [A.  H.] 
Campbell,  Sixth  Kansas,  was  taken  prisoner.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  in 
killed  is  about  75.  They  carried  most  of  their  wounded  off  the  field,  and 
sent  them  to  houses  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  and  battle-ground. 
All  regret  the  death  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jewell,  as  he  was  a brave 
and  gallant  officer. 

Two  contrabands  arrived  to  day  from  Yan  Buren,  who  state  that  Hind- 
man, with  12,000  infantry,  crossed  the  Arkansas  Biver  from  the  south 
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Tuesday  lasfc,  for  the  purpose  of  moving  up  to  re-enforce  Marmaduke, 
but  have  now  all  gone  back  to  their  hole. 

My  transportation  has  just  come  up.  I occupy  the  same  position  held 
by  Marmaduke  when  I attacked  him,  and  intend  holding  it.  They  will 
not  advance  this  side  of  the  mountains,  except  with  their  combined 
forces ; but  I am  prepared  to  meet  them,  and  with  my  little  army  whip 
25,000  of  such  chivalry.  An  officer  who  came  inside  of  our  lines  under 
a flag  of  truce  after  night  terminated  the  fighting,  acknowledges  that 
they  were  badly  whipped  and  worse  chased. 

Lieutenant  [J.  A.]  Johnson,  Sixth  Kansas,  dangerously  wounded ; 
may  possibly  recover. 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  K.  Curtis. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Cane  Hill,  Ark.,  December  3,  1862. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  November  26,  while 
encamped  at  Lindsey’s  Prairie,  15  miles  south  of  Maysville,  I received 
reliable  information  that  General  Marmaduke,  with  a force  estimated 
at  8,000  men,  was  at  Cane  Hill.  I further  learned  that  Marmaduke’s 
command  was  the  advance  of  Hindman’s  army,  the  remainder  of  which 
was  expected  to  arrive  at  Cane  Hill  on  the  evening  of  the  28th.  I im- 
mediately determined  to  attack  Marmaduke,  and,  if  possible,  defeat  him 
before  the  arrival  of  General  Hindman  with  re-enforcements. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  I ordered  all  of  my  transportation 
and  commissary  trains  parked  on  Lindsey’s  Prairie,  and,  after  detailing 
a sufficient  guard  for  its  protection,  I commenced  my  march,  with  about 
5,000  men  and  thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  the  men  taking  with  them  four 
days’  rations  of  hard  bread  and  salt.  The  distance  to  be  traveled  to 
reach  the  enemy  was  35  miles,  of  which  25  were  made  by  7 p.  m.  on  the 
27th,  when  the  command  bivouacked  for  the  night.  From  that  point  I 
sent  spies  into  the  enemy’s  camp,  and  learned  that  their  pickets  were 
strongly  posted  on  the  main  road  (on  which  I was  advancing),  and  that 
it  could  be  easily  defended. 

I marched  at  5 a.  m.  on  the  28th,  leaving  that  road  and  making  a 
detour  to  the  left,  by  a blind  track ; struck  one  that  was  obscure  and 
unfrequented,  and  entered  Cane  Hill  directly  from  the  north.  As  I 
had  anticipated,  they  had  no  pickets  on  this  road,  and  I met  no  resist- 
ance until  within  half  a mile  of  their  camp.  The  enemy  had  learned, 
however,  the  night  previous,  that  I was  moving  upon  them,  and  were 
prepared  for  our  reception.  About  200  of  the  Second  Kansas  Cavalry, 
under  Colonel  [W.  F.]  Cloud,  with  two  mountain  howitzers,  under  Lieu- 
tenant [E.  S.]  Stover,  were  in  the  advance,  which,  with  [J.  W.]  Eabb’s 
battery  and  my  staff  and  body  guard,  constituted  the  only  force  upon  the 
ground,  the  main  column  having  been  delayed  in  ascending  a mountain 
about  7 miles  back  to  the  rear.  Of  this  fact  I was  not  apprised  until  my 
advance  was  engaged.  In  passing  down  a gorge  between  two  abrupt 
hills,  their  grand  guard  was  encountered  in  considerable  force.  Dash- 
ing on,  and  driving  them  before  us,  a few  hundred  yards  brought  us  to 
where  the  bluff  on  the  right  terminated,  and  in  full  view  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  posted  on  the  right  of  the  road,  on  elevated  ground,  with 
timber  in  their  rear,  their  guns  in  battery,  bearing  upon  the  road  on 
which  I was  approaching,  and  from  which  they  immediately  opened  a 
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brisk  fire.  I at  once  ordered  Rabb’s  battery  into  position,  and  also  the 
two  howitzers  under  Lieutenant  [E.  S.]  Stover,  when  a fierce  cannonad- 
ing ensued,  which  lasted  for  the  space  of  nearly  an  hour.  My  column 
not  being  up,  I could  do  nothing  more  than  engage  in  this  artillery  duel 
until  it  arrived,  and  the  enemy,  thinking,  no  doubt,  that  I had  a large 
force  on  hand,  did  not  venture  from  under  the  cover  of  their  guns. 
Reconnoitering  upon  their  left,  I discovered  an  approach  by  which  a 
force  could  be  brought  on  their  left  flank  and  do  them  great  damage, 
and,  perhaps,  capture  their  artillery. 

I ordered  Major  [V.  P.]  Van  Antwerp,  of  my  staff,  back  to  meet  the 
Eleventh  Kansas  and  Hopkins’  battery,  who  were  in  the  advance  of  the 
column,  to  bring  them  up  on  the  double-quick,  and  send  the  battery, 
with  six  companies  of  the  Eleventh,  to  follow  me,  with  the  object  above 
named,  and  to  take  the  other  four  companies  to  the  support  of  Rabb’s 
battery ; but  they  were  too  far  in  the  rear  and  the  men  too  much  fatigued 
by  the  march  to  reach  me  in  time.  Major  Van  Antwerp  took  the  four 
companies  down  the  road  to  Rabb’s  battery,  the  fire  from  which,  as 
afterward  appeared  (although  laboring  under  great  disadvantage  from 
the  nature  of  the  ground),  had  been  very  destructive  on  the  enemy,  com- 
pelling them  to  abandon  their  position  and  seek  another,  on  a high 
ridge  three-fourths  of  a mile  farther  south,  where  their  reserve  had  been 
posted.  To  this  point  access  was  very  difficult,  as  rugged  ravines  inter- 
vened, and  it  could  only  be  approached  by  the  road.  Taking  a position 
on  high  ground,  facing  them  from  the  north,  I opened  upon  them  a de- 
structive fire  with  my  artillery,  dismounting  one  of  their  guns  and  com- 
pelling them  again  to  retire.  For  the  third  time  they  made  a stand  in 
the  town,  or,  rather,  on  the  south  side  of  it,  upon  a commanding  emi- 
nence running  east  and  west,  and  a most  admirable  position  for  defense. 
Having  now  concentrated  their  entire  force  and  selected  this  strong 
position,  I felt  assured  that  they  had  resolved  on  a desperate  resistance, 
and  made  my  arrangements  accordingly ; but,  after  getting  my  force 
across  a deep  and  rugged  ravine,  and  deploying  them  in  position,  ready 
to  advance  upon  their  long  and  well-formed  line,  I discovered,  much  to 
my  disappointment,  that  they  had  again  retired,  and  were  in  full  retreat 
to  the  mountains,  Tenney’s  battery  coming  upon  the  ground  they  had 
abandoned  just  in  time  to  send  a few  shells  into  the  rear  of  their  retreat- 
ing column,  as  they  escaped  under  cover  of  the  woods.  As  the  men 
and  horses  of  the  enemy  were  fresh,  and  mine  were  worn  down  and 
exhausted  by  hard  marching,  it  was  difficult  to  follow  them  in  their  flight ; 
yet  the  men,  eager  for  the  fray,  strained  every  nerve. 

For  nearly  3 miles  from  the  town,  in  the  direction  of  Van  Buren,  the 
road  runs  through  a valley,  in  which  there  are  a few  farms,  alternating 
with  low  hills  and  ravines,  covered  with  thick  woods  and  brush.  Over 
this  road  a running  fight,  with  small-arms,  took  place,  without  much 
damage  occurring  to  either  party.  Reachiug  a large  mound  at  the 
base  of  the  first  mountain  (the  commencement  of  the  Boston  Mountains 
proper),  the  enemy  placed  his  artillery  upon  it,  in  a position  covering 
the  road. 

From  this  position  he  sought  to  prevent  my  force  from  proceeding 
up  the  valley  and  approaching  the  mountain.  Directing  two  howitzers, 
under  Lieutenant  Opdyke,  to  the  right,  upon  a by-road,  they  quickly 
obtained  a good  position  on  the  enemy’s  flank,  while  Rabb’s  battery 
opened  upon  them  in  front.  They  were  soon  forced  to  abandon  the 
high  mound  and  seek  the  side  and  top  of  the  mountain,  where  they 
made  a determined  resistance.  Their  artillery  was  posted  on  the  crest 
of  the  mountain,  while  their  mounted  riflemen  were  dismounted,  and 
their  whole  force  massed  upon  the  sides  and  top  of  the  mouutain. 
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which  was  covered  with  scattered  timber  and.  but  little  underbrush. 
The  nature  of  the  ground  was  such  that  I could  not  use  my  artillery  to 
any  advantage,  and  the  mountain  could  be  taken  in  no  other  way  except 
by  storm.  I accordingly  ordered  up  the  Second  Kansas  and  dismounted 
them.  They  charged  up  the  steep  acclivity  in  the  advance,  under  the 
command  of  Capts.  S.  J.  Crawford  and  A.  P.  Russell,  Major  [ J.  G.]  Fisk 
having  been  wounded  by  a piece  of  shell  early  in  the  day.  Next  followed 
the  Third  Indian  Regiment  (Cherokee),  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
[W.  A.]  Phillips,  and  its  other  held  officers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Downing 
and  Major  [J.  A.]  Foreman,  voluntarily  assisted  by  Major  Yan  Antwerp, 
of  my  staff,  and  the  Eleventh  Kansas,  under  the  command  of  its  field  offi- 
cers, Colonel  [Thomas]  Ewing,  [jr.,]  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Thomas]  Moon- 
light, and  Major  [P.  B.]  Plumb.  The  resistance  of  the  rebels  was  stubborn 
and  determined.  The  storm  of  lead  and  iron  hail  that  came  down  the 
side  of  the  mountain,  both  from  their  small-arms  and  artillery,  was  ter- 
rific ; yet  most  of  it  went  over  our  heads  without  doing  us  much  damage. 
The  regiments  just  named,  with  a wild  shout  rushed  up  the  steep  ac- 
clivity, contesting  every  inch  of  ground,  and  steadily  pushing  the  en- 
emy before  them,  until  the  crest  was  reached,  when  the  rebels  again  fled 
in  disorder.  Four  howitzers  and  Eabb’s  battery  were  now  brought  up 
the  mountain  and  the  pursuit  renewed ; the  Third  Indian  and  Eleventh 
Kansas  Regiments,  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road,  advancing  in  line 
through  the  woods,  while  the  four  howitzers  occupied  the  road  in  front, 
with  the  Second  and  Sixth  Kansas  and  Rabb’s  battery  in  their  rear. 
About  every  half  mile  the  enemy  made  a stand,  when  the  four  howitzers 
and  the  Eleventh  Kansas  and  Third  Indian  would  as  often  put  them  to 
flight,  leaving  more  or  less  of  their  dead  and  wounded  behind  them. 
Thus  the  fight  continued  for  some  3 miles,  until,  on  descending  partially 
from  the  mountain  into  a valley,  the  Cove  Creek  road,  leading  from 
Fayetteville  to  Yan  Buren,  was  reached,  at  the  point  where  it  intersects 
the  road  from  Cane  Hill  to  the  last-named  place.  At  this  point  the 
enemy  again  brought  his  artillery  into  requisition.  It  was  now  near 
sundown,  and  darkness  must  soon  put  an  end  to  the  pursuit.  Down  the 
valley,  in  front  of  us,  the  ground  appeared  adapted  to  the  use  of  cavalry 
to  good  advantage,  and  I determined  to  make  an  effort  to  capture  their 
artillery,  of  which  they  had  six  pieces.  A large  force  of  their  best 
cavalry  was  acting  as  rear  guard,  with  a portion  of  their  artillery  just 
in  front  of  them.  Waiting  for  my  cavalry  to  come  up,  I called  for  volun- 
teers to  make  a charge.  Three  companies  of  the  Sixth  Kansas,  nearest  at 
hand,  responded  promptly  to  the  call,  and,  under  command  of  their  three 
field  officers,  Colonel  [W.  R.]  Judson,  Lieutenant- Colonel  [L.  R.]  Jewell, 
and  Major  [W.  T.]  Campbell,  dashed  on  to  the  rear  of  the  rebel  column, 
cutting  and  shooting  them  down  with  sabers,  carbines,  and  revolvers. 
The  charge  continued  for  about  half  a mile  down  the  valley,  to  a point 
where  it  converged  in  a funnel  shape,  terminating  in  a narrow  defile. 
At  this  point  a large  body  of  the  enemy  were  in  ambush  in  front  and 
upon  the  flanks,  where  cavalry  could  not  approach,  with  their  battery 
also  masked  in  front.  As  soon  as  the  party  we  were  pursuing  had 
passed  through  the  defile,  they  opened  upon  us  a most  destructive  fire, 
which,  for  the  moment,  caused  my  men  to  recoil  and  give  back,  in  spite 
of  my  own  efforts  and  those  of  other  officers  to  rally  them  ; whereas,  if 
they  had,  after  receiving  the  enemy’s  fire,  passed  on  200  or  300  yards, 
we  could  have  secured,  in  a moment  more,  what  we  so  much  coveted — 
the  enemy’s  artillery.  Emboldened  by  their  success  in  defending  the 
defile  and  checking  our  advance,  they  raised  a wild  yell  and  advanced 
toward  us.  With  the  aid  of  Colonel  Judson,  Major  Campbell,  and 
paptains  [H,  S.]  Greeno  and  [D.]  Mefford,  I succeeded  in  rallying  the 
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three  companies  of  the  Sixth  Kansas,  who  had  suffered  severely  in  the 
charge,  and  formed  them  across  the  valley,  and  the  four  howitzers,  com- 1 
ing  up  at  the  same  time  and  opening  on  the  enemy  with  shell,  soon  forced  i 
them  to  retire.  Yet  they  seemed  determined  to  dispute  the  passage  j 
of  the  defile  to  which  I have  referred — a position  admirably  adapted 
for  defense,  and  beyond  which,  as  I afterward  learned,  there  was  a wide,  j 
open  valley ; hence  their  obstinate  resistance  at  this  point,  in  order  to 
save  their  guns.  I resolved,  however,  at  all  hazards  to  force  my  way 
through  this  gorge,  and,  as  darkness  was  approaching  and  I had  no  j 
time  to  get  up  infantry  and  send  them  out  upon  the  flanks,  I prepared 
to  make  an  assault  in  front.  Loading  the  four  howitzers  and  one  sec- 
tion of  Rabb’s  battery  with  double  canister,  I ordered  them  up  by  hand, 
in  battery,  with  the  three  companies  of  the  Sixth  Kansas  with  Sharps’ 
carbines  advancing  in  line  in  rear.  I had  directed  that  not  a gun  should 
be  fired  until  I gave  the  word.  When  within  about  400  yards  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  defending  the  gorge,  and  as  I was  about  to  give  the 
word  to  fire,  an  officer  from  General  Marmaduke  came  galloping  up  with 
a white  flag.  On  sending  an  officer  to  receive  it,  they  requested  the 
privilege  of  taking  off  their  dead  and  wounded.  Consideration  for  the 
fate  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jewell,  and  others  who  had  fallen  upon  the 
ground  they  then  occupied,  and  whom  I feared  they  might  brutally 
murder,  induced  me  to  respect  their  flag  of  truce,  convinced  though  I 
was  at  the  time  that  it  was  a cowardly  trick,  resorted  to  to  enable  them 
to  make  good  their  retreat  and  save  their  guns.  It  being  now  dark,  and 
my  men  entirely  exhausted  and  without  food,  I considered  further  pur- 
suit useless,  and  returned  with  my  command  to  Cane  Hill. 

The  casualties  in  my  command  were  4 killed  and  36  wounded ; 4 of 
them  mortally,  since  dead.  Among  the  latter  was  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jewell,  of  the  Sixth  Kansas.  He  was  a brave  and  gallant  officer,  whose  I 
noble  example  is  worthy  of  emulation.  Lieut.  J.  A.  Johnson,  of  the  ! 
same  regiment,  a daring  and  excellent  young  officer,  received  a desperate 
wound  from  a musket-ball,  which  passed  entirely  through  his  body ; yet 
it  is  hoped  he  will  recover.  The  enemy’s  loss  is  75  killed $ wounded  not 
known,  as  they  took  a large  portion  of  them  away. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  command  who  took  part  in  this  engage-  ! 
ment  behaved,  without  exception,  nobly. 

To  the  following  members  of  my  staff,  Maj.  Y.  P.  Yan  Antwerp,  in- 
spector-general ; Capt.  Lyman  Scott,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general ; 
Lieut.  J.  Fin.  Hill,  aide-de-camp,  and  Lieut.  D.  Whitaker,  acting  aide- 
de-camp,  1 am  indebted  for  efficient  and  valuable  services  during  the 
day. 

I am,  general,  A^ery  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUKT, 

Brigadier- General,  Comdg.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


Saint  Louis,  December  1,  1862.  j 

Brigadier-General  Blunt  : 

I tender  you  and  the  officers  and  men  under  your  command  my  thanks 
for  your  gallantry  and  success  in  the  battles  of  Old  Fort  Wayne  and 
Cane  Hill,  Ark. 

The  District  of  Western  Arkansas  is  added  to  your  command. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 


Chaf.  xxxiy.j 
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Report  of  Col.  William  F.  Cloud , Second  Kansas  Cavalry , commanding 

brigade. 

Hdqrs.  3d.  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Cane  Hill , Ark.,  December  15,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  which 
the  Third  Brigade  took  in  the  action  at  this  place  acd  at  the  Boston 
Mountains  on  the  28th  ultimo : 

Moving,  by  your  order,  in  the  advance,  I came  upon  the  enemy’s 
grand  guard  about  10  a.  in.,  taking  him  by  surprise.  The  first  intima- 
tion he  had  of  our  proximity  was  a shell  from  Lieutenant  Stover’s 
Second  Kansas  (howitzer)  Battery.  Upon  the  dispersing  of  their  guard, 
I saw  their  camp,  which  was  upon  a brushy  hill,  about  one-half  mile  to 
our  right  and  a little  in  advance. 

Lieutenant  Stover  was  immediately  sent  to  the  front,  and  with  his 
battery  did  good  work  until  the  retreat  of  the  rebels.  Captain  Babb, 
with  his  Second  Indiana  Battery,  took  position  upon  the  point  of  a hill 
in  fair  view  of,  but  much  lower  than,  the  enemy’s  batteries,  where  he 
did  good  execution,  and  after  nearly  an  hour’s  artillery  duel  the  enemy 
moved  his  guns  and  joined  the  retreat,  which  had  been  commenced 
soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  engagement.  I supported  the  batteries 
with  four  companies  of  the  Second  Kansas  Cavalry  (dismounted),  under 
Major  Fisk.  The  infantry  had  unfortunately  halted  about  2 miles  to 
the  rear  without  orders,  and  with  it  the  whole  column  in  its  rear,  else 
the  guns  of  the  enemy  could  have  been  taken,  and  also  many  prisoners. 
As  it  was,  I was  compelled  to  see  the  long  files  of  the  enemy  (who  were 
all  mounted)  retreat,  and  could  not  charge  them. 

At  this  time  the  remaining  companies  of  the  Second  Kansas  Cavalry 
came  up,  having  passed  the  infantry  upon  hearing  the  firing,  and  soon 
after  Captain  Hopkins’  Second  Kansas  (Trophy)  Battery  and  the  in- 
fantry made  their  appearance  and  reported. 

The  enemy  having  taken  another  position,  with  his  artillery  to  pro- 
tect his  retreat,  I ordered  Captain  Hopkins  to  drive  him,  which  he  did, 
assisted  by  a section  of  Babb’s  Second  Indiana  Battery,  under  Ser- 
geant Whicher.  I then  moved  the  column,  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
an  advantageous  position  upon  the  enemy’s  flank  and  rear,  but  was 
much  retarded  by  hills,  ravines,  and  brush.  Soon,  however,  gaining  the 
main  road,  the  Third  Brigade  commenced  the  pursuit  in  earnest,  taking 
position  alter  position  upon  the  hills  overlooking  and  commanding  the 
road  through  which  the  enemy  were  fleeing,  thus  keeping  them  lively 
until  we  reached  the  Boston  Mountains,  about  4 miles  from  the  place  of 
the  first  fight.  Here,  with  battery  placed  upon  a commanding  hill,  and 
well  supported  by  a heavy  force  of  cavalry  in  the  wood,  behind  a corn- 
field and  fence,  tiie  rebels  made  a determined  stand,  and  seemed  to  have 
a hold  from  which  they  could  not  be  driven. 

I again  dismounted  the  Second  Kansas,  and,  assisted  by  Colonel  [W. 
A.]  Phillips,  of  the  Second  Brigade,  and  his  Cherokees,  together  with 
Babb’s  battery,  the  enemy  were  compelled  to  run,  taking  the  road  di- 
rectly up  the  steep  mountain  side.  Still  he  would  place  his  guns  and 
throw  out  heavy  flanks  of  supporters,  and  still  the  Second  Kansas, 
assisted  by  others  and  our  mountain  howitzers,  would  drive  him. 

While  thus  steadily  forcing  our  way  forward  and  the  enemy  back,  the 
Eleventh  Kansas  Infantry  made  its  appearance,  and  under  the  dircc- 
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tion  of  its  officers  opened  suck  a fire  of  musketry  that  the  enemy  has- 
tened kis  retreat. 

Thus  we  crossed  the  mountain,  and,  having  entered  the  Cove  Creek 
Valley,  the  enemy  were  charged  by  the  Sixth  Kansas  Cavalry,  of  the 
First  Brigade.  Upon  his  making  a determined  stand,  and  for  the  time 
resisting  successfully  the  cavalry,  the  Eleventh  Kansas  came  up,  as  also 
did  a section  of  Babb’s  battery,  under  Lieutenant  [W.  W.]  Haines,  who 
had  just  placed  his  guns  in  a commanding  position,  and  was  ready  to 
fire,  when  the  enemy  sent  a flag  of  truce.  I was  ordered  by  you  to  meet 
it,  which  1 did,  and,  in  the  interim  which  followed,  night  came  on  and 
hostilities  ceased,  I returning  with  my  brigade  to  bivouac  for  the  night. 

I took  with  me  in  the  morning  Captain  [A.  P.]  Bussell  and  Company 
K,  of  the  Second,  and,  passing  over  the  ground  occupied  by  the  rebels, 
found  them  gone,  and,  burning  a disabled  gun  carriage  left  by  them,  I 
returned  to  camp  at  this  place,  satisfied  with  the  day’s  work. 

Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  reports  of  the  various 
commanders  of  my  brigade.  Of  the  officers  and  men  I am  constrained 
to  speak  in  the  highest  terms  : all  did  their  duty  as  soldiers. 

W.  F.  CLOUD, 

Colonel , Commanding  Third  Brigade. 

Brigadier- General  Blunt, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier. 

A D D E N D A . 


Statement  of  killed  and  ivoundcd  at  Cane  Hill  and  upon  Boston  Mountains , November  28,  and 

in  skirmishes  to  December  15. 


Command. 


2d  Kansas  Cavalry 

lltli  Kansas 

1st  Indian  Home  Guards. 
Iiabb’s  [Indiana]  battery.. 


Total. 


22 
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Deport  of  May.  Albert  C.  Ellitliorpe , First  Indian  Home  Guards. 


Cane  Hill,  Ark.,  December  1, 1862. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  regiment  was  engaged,  dur 
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ing  the  battle  of  the  28th  instant  [ultimo],  in  a skirmishing  fight  over  the 


hills  and 


through  the  ravines  and  woods,  a distance  of  about  4 miles. 


1 found  the  men  willing  and  eager  to  engage  the  enemy.  All  the  com 
panv  officers  were  prompt  and  at  their  posts.  Lieutenants  [A.  F.]  Lick 
ing,  [F.l  Crafts,  [F.  J.]  Fox,  [S.  C.]  Hall,  and  [E.  C.]  Manning  proved 
themselves  competent  for  the  emergency.  Adjutant  [J.  H.]  Gillpatnck 
rendered  efficient  service  throughout  the  day.  I learn  that  1 of  our  men 
only  is  killed  and  2 slightly  wounded. 

I am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  hLLlIIiULrL, 

Major , Commanding 

Col.  William  F.  Cloud, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade. 
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No.  5. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Owen  A.  Bassett,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Second  Kansas  Volunteers, 

Boonsborough , Ar~k .,  December  2,  1862. 

[Sir  :]  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  evening  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  I left  Camp  Babcock  and  marched  in  column,  formed  by  the 
Third  Brigade,  in  the  place  assigned,  which  was  in  the  immediate  rear 
of  the  Eleventh  Kansas  Infantry. 

My  command  consisted  of  nine  companies  of  cavalry : Company  A, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  [J.]  Johnston;  Company  C,  by  Captain  [D. 
S.]  Whittenhall ; Company  D,  by  Lieutenant  [A.]  Moore;  Company  E, 
by  Captain  [ J.]  Gardner ; Company  F,  by  Captain  [H.  j Cameron ; Com- 
pany G,  by  Captain  [A.  W.]  Matthews ; Company  H,  by  Captain  [A.] 
Gunther ; Company  I,  by  First  Sergt.  M.  Enright,  and  Company  K,  by 
Captain  [A.  P.]  Bussell,  numbering  337  enlisted  men ; one  battery  of 
light  artillery  (four  pieces),  the  same  captured  by  this  regiment  at  Mays- 
ville  on  October  22,  under  command  of  Captain  *[H.]  Hopkins,  known  as 
Company  B,  Second  Kansas  Volunteers,  and  one  section  of  mountain 
howitzers,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  [E.  S.l  Stover,  Second  Kansas 
Volunteers. 

On  the  evening  of  the  27th,  I went  into  camp  10  miles  north  of  Cane 
Hill,  and  received  orders  to  march  next  morning  at  5 a.  m. 

Moved  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  at  5 o’clock.  I was  ordered  to 
send  a portion  of  my  force  in  advance,  and  accordingly  I sent  Compa- 
nies C,  I,  and  G to  the  head  of  the  column,  under  command  of  Major  [ J. 
G.]  Fisk,  and  with  the  rest  of  my  regiment  took  the  same  position  as- 
signed to  me  the  day  previous,  Captain  Gunther  having  been  detailed 
by  yourself  as  field  officer  of  the  day,  leaving  Company  H in  command 
of  Lieutenant  Ballard. 

About  10  a.  m.,  Captain  Whittenhall,  at  the  head  of  the  column  as 
advance  guard,  surprised  and  captured  3 of  the  enemy’s  pickets  and 
killed  1.  Major  Fisk  hurried  forward,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  about 
one-half  mile  north  of  Boonsborough,  came  upon  a party  of  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  drawn  up  in  a lane  leading  to  the  village.  He  formed  line,  and 
Lieutenant  Stover,  coming  up  with  his  howitzers,  opened  upon  them 
with  good  effect.  The  enemy  was  drawn  up  in  force  on  a hill  to  the 
right  front  of  Major  Fisk’s  line,  and  with  three  pieces  of  artillery  opened 
fire.  Lieutenant  Stover  immediately  turned  his  howitzers  to  bear  upon 
them.  Babb’s  Second  Indiana  Battery  coming  up,  Major  Fisk  moved 
a portion  of  his  force  to  the  rear,  over  the  brow  of  the  hill,  dismounted 
it,  and  ordered  the  men  to  lie  down  and  hold  themselves  as  a support 
to  Babb’s  battery.  The  remainder  he  sent  to  reconnoiter  the  enemy’s 
position.  Just  after  making  this  disposition  of  his  battalion,  the  major 
received  a severe  wound  on  the  top  of  his  head  by  a piece  of  shell, 
which  tore  away  the  top  of  his  hat-crown  and  knocked  him  down.  He 
recovered  in  a few  minutes,  and  remained  in  command  for  a full  hour 
afterward. 

When  the  first  shot  was  fired  by  the  enemy,  I was  still  in  rear  of  the 
Eleventh  Kansas  Infantry,  which  had  halted  2 miles  back,  but  im- 
mediately passed  that  regiment  by  file  to  their  right  and  left  flanks, 
through  timber  and  underbrush ; brought  up  my  men  to  the  brow  of 
be  hill  in  rear  of  Major  Fisk’s  position,  where  I found  General  Blunt^ 
md,  under  his  orders,  I sent  Captain  [S.  J.]  Crawford,  with  Companies 
1 and  H,  to  occupy  a hill  to  the  right  and  front  of  Major  Fisk’s  position. 
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At  the  same  time,  Captain  Cameron,  commanding  Company  F,  was  sent ; 
to  a hill  still  farther  to  the  right  of  the  position  occupied  by  Captain 
Crawford,  and  Captain  Gardner,  commanding  Company  E,  to  the  right 
of  the  position  taken  by  Captain  Cameron.  Lieutenant  [D.  E.]  Ballard  j 
and  Captain  Bussell,  with  their  companies,  remained  on  the  hill  to  sup- 
* port  Babb’s  battery.  ! 

I rode  over  to  where  Captain  Cameron  was  stationed,  and  discovered 
the  enemy  in  full  retreat  from  the  timber  on  the  hill,  where  they  had 
made  a stand,  and  sent  word  to  General  Blunt,  communicating  to  him 
what  I had  discovered,  and  caused  Companies  A,  C,  D,  F,  G,  and  I to j 
move  forward  to  the  front  and  right,  and  soon  afterward,  under  direc- :! 
tion  of  Colonel  Cloud,  skirmished  through  the  timber  the  enemy  had 
lately  occupied ; passed  out  on  their  trail  to  the  top  of  the  hill  I had  (lis-  ’ 
covered  them  retreating  over,  and  awaited  there  for  Captain  Hopkins’  | 
battery  to  come  up,  which,  arriving  soon  after,  opened  fire  on  the  retreat-  j 
ing  column,  about  three-fourths  of  a mile  distant,  and  upon  a section  of 
the  enemy’s  battery  on  a hill  about  1 mile  distant.  With  such  precision 
was  the  round  shot  thrown  from  the  gun  handled  by  Corporal  Sawyers 
that  the  enemv  retreated  with  their  pieces  immediately. 

Companies  H and  K,  left  in  support  of  Babb’s  battery,  having  been 
relieved  by  the  Eleventh  Kansas  Infantry,  came  up  to  the  support  of 
Captain  Hopkins’  battery,  under  command  of  Major  Fisk,  whom  I 
ordered  to  report  to  the  surgeon  to  have  his  wound  dressed,  and,  with 
the  other  companies  under  my  command,  moved  forward  to  the  right 
front  over  the  chain*  of  hills,  where  I remained  for  half  an  hour  in- 1 
active 

" General  Blunt  coming  up,  I moved  forward  to  the  town  of  Ke wherry, : 
1 mile  south  of  Boonsborough,  and  there,  under  direction  of  Colonel- 
Cloud,  dashed  down  the  road,  across  the  valley  to  the  heights  opposite,  | 
aud  pressed  the  enemy’s  rear  closely  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  5 miles  j 
from  where  the  fight  first  commenced.  Companies  F,  G,  and  I had,  by 
some  means,  become  separated  from  me  in  the  woods.  The  enemy  had 
made  a stand,  placing  their  artillery  upon  a high  point,  and  stationed- 
their  cavalry  at  the  foot  of  the  hill.  I sent  Companies  C,  A,  and  D for- 
ward through  the  brush,  under  command  of  Captain  Crawford,  to  drive' 
back  the  cavalry,  and  a sharp  skirmish  took  place,  lasting  for  several 
minutes,  when  the  enemy  gave  wav  and  retreated  up  the  hill,  taking 
position  behind  his  artillery.  I here  drew  in  my  skirmishers,  ordered' 
them  to  mount  and  remain  under  cover.  The  enemy's  artillery  open-1 
ing,  Lieutenant  Stover,  having  arrived,  opened  fire  with  his  howitzers,; 
and,  the  enemy  soon  afterward  withdrawing  his  artillery,  I started  with 
my  men  up  the  hill.  Having  gained  the  point  which  the  enemy  had 
just  abandoned,  I dismounted  my  men,  and  ordered  them  to  skirmish. 
At  this  time  Captain  Bussell  came  up  and  took  position  on  the  right,  and, 
with  Companies  C,  H,  A,  and  K,  I moved  forward  to  the  second  bench, 
when  Company  C returned  to  their  horses  and  mounted.  Captain  Bus- 
sell, commanding  Company  K,  pressed  forward  in  advance  of  everything 
else  around  the  base  of  the  rocky  ledge,  just  below  the  summit,  along 
which  runs  the  main  road,  and  Companies  A and  D pressed  on  up  and 
over  the  summit,  under  my  immediate  command,  and  returned  into  the 
road  about  1 mile  from  the  foot  of  the  hill.  I halted  to  let  the  Eleventh 
and  Thirteenth  Kansas  Infantry  and  Sixth  Kansas  Cavalry  pass  ; col- 
lected my  regiment,  and  moved  forward  about  2 miles  farther  into  a 
field,  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

My  loss  during  the  day  amounted  to  1 killed  and  4 wounded,  my  regi- 
ment maintaining  the  advance  from  the  first  opening  of  the  fight,  at  11 
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a.  m.,  until  3.30  p.  m.,  following  the  enemy’s  retreating  column  for  a 
distance  of  about  G miles.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  more  than 
this  for  the  courage  and  bravery  displayed  by  the  men  under  my  com- 
mand. I could  not  discriminate  if  I desired. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OWEN  A.  BASSETT, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Kansas  Volunteers. 
Lieut.  B.  S.  Bassett, 

I A.  A.  A.  G.,  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier . 


No.  6. 

Report  of  Capt.  Henry  Hopkins , Second  Kansas  Cavalry , commanding 

battery. 

Headquarters  Hopkins’  Battery, 

{;  Boonsborougli , Ark.,  December  1, 1862. 

Sir  : I respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  the  bat- 
tery under  my  command  took  in  the  engagement  at  Cane  Hill,  Ark 
November  28,  1862 : ’ 

In  compliance  with  orders  received  November  28,  1862,  the  battery 
at  ? m*  tlie  following  day,  forming  the  rear  of  the  column 
)r  the  Second  Kansas  Cavalry.  After  a march  of  20  miles  south,  in  the 
erection  of  Cane  Hill,  Ark.,  I was  ordered  to  bivouac,  and  move  again 
it  5 o’clock  the  next  morning. 

Marching  At  the  hour  specified,  in  the  direction  of  Cane  Hill  for  10 
JJile?,  the  report  of  artdlery  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy 
Moving  as  rapidly  as  the  troops  in  front  of  me  would  permit,  I was 
>rdered  to  take  position  on  an  eminence,  1 mile  northwest  of  the  town, 
unding  that  the  enemy  had  changed  their  position  farther  soiith,  I was 
>rdered  to  occupy  a point  one-half  mile  to  the  front.  From  this  posi- 
x proceeded  to  shell  the  woods  below  and  in  my  front,  where  a body 
the  enemy  s cavalry  was  moving.  Immediately  to  the  left  a rebel 
mattery  was  discovered  posted  on  a high  hill.  I directed  the  fire  of  my 
uns  upon  it,  dislodging  and  forcing  it  to  retire.  It  appeared  shortly 
fterward  m the  main  road,  passing  through  the  town.  Again  chang- 
ag  the  direction  of  fire,  shell  were  thrown  with  evident  effect,  the  enemy 
etr eating  behind  the  hills  to  the  left  of  Boonsborough.  I was  ordered 

0 move  in  that  direction,  and  obeyed  as  rapidly  as  the  nature  of  the 
round  would  permit ; but,  owing  to  the  steepness  of  the  hills,  could  not 
ike  a position  that  would  at  all  prove  effectual  in  harassing  the  enemy 

1 his  retreat.  First  Lieut.  John  F.  Aduddell  commanded  the  right 
nd  owing  to  the  absence  of  Lieut.  B.  S.  Bassett,  who  was  acting  as- 
istant ; adjutant-general,  Third  Brigade,  Sergeant  McLain  commanded 

left  section. 

Considering  the  short  period  of  time  the  battery  has  been  in  my  pos- 
.ssion,  the  officers  and  men  show  a good  degree  of  proficiency  as  artil- 
srists,  and  in  this  engagement  their  conduct  is  entitled  to  much  praise. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

„ , . „ H.  HOPKINS, 

A Captain  Second  Kansas  Cavalry , Commandina  Battery. 

Lieut.  S.  K.  Cross, 

Acting  Adjutant , Second  Kansas  Cavalry. 
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No.  7. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  Ewing,  jr .,  Eleventh  Kansas  Infantry. 

Camp  Cane  Hill,  Benton  Co.,  Arlc.,  December  1,  1862. 
Colonel  : In  compliance  with  your  order  of  this  date,  I submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Eleventh  Regiment  of  Kansas 
Volunteers  in  the  engagements  of  the  28th  ultimo,  commonly  called  in 
camp  the  battles  of  Cane  Hill  and  Boston  Mountains : 

At  5 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  that  day  we  left  bivouac,  about  15 
miles  north  of  the  scene  of  the  first  engagement.  We  marched  rapidly 
until  about  10  o’clock,  halting  then  about  fifteen  minutes  to  rest,  and 
to  enable  many  who  bad  fallen  out  of  the  ranks  from  fatigue  to  come 
up.  Here  we  heard  the  booming  of  cannon,  indicating  that  Rabb’s  bat- 
tery (which,  with  four  companies  of  the  Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  had 
hurried  forward  4 or  5 miles  in  advance  of  us)  was  engaged-  with  the 
enemy.  We  hastened  on  at  quickstep  and  double-quick,  alternately — 
the  left  wing,  under  Major  Plumb,  passing  down  the  hill  to  the  battery, 
and  the  right  forward  to  the  hill  north  of  and  overlooking  the  town  of 
Boonsborough ; to  which  latter  place  Rabb’s  and  Hopkins’  batteries, 
accompanied  by  the  left  wing  of  my  regiment,  presently  came.  Here 
we  remained  in  supporting  distance  of  the  batteries  while  they  were  en- 
gaged on  the  right,  and  Colonel  [William]  Weer’s  brigade  on  the  left,  in 
driving  the  enemy  from  the  town  and  the  hills  adjacent  to  and  south  of 
it ; thence,  by  order,  we  accompanied  Rabb’s  battery  through  the  fields 
and  woods  to  Kidd’s  Mills,  and  thence,  by  the  Fayetteville  and  Fort 
Smith  road,  to  the  foot  of  the  east  range  of  the  Boston  Mountains,  about 
5 miles  from  the  point  where  the  fight  began.  Here  the  battery  was 
delayed  in  ascending  the  mountain,  and  we  left  it,  and  hurried  to  the 
summit,  where  a large  part  of  the  Third  Indian  and  some  of  the  Second 
Kansas  were  engaged  with  the  enemy  in  a fire  of  musketry  and  howitz- 
ers. Forming  there  with  the  Indians  a line  of  battle,  varying  from  a 
quarter  to  a half  a mile  in  extent,  we  advanced  through  the  woods, 
joined  by  a part  of  a company  of  the  Sixth  Kansas,  engaging  in  an  irreg-  j 
ular  musketry  fight  with  the  enemy,  who  slowly  retreated  along  the  hill- 
sides and  ravines  upon  and  on  both  sijles  of  the  road.  Here  were  killed 
Colonel  [J.  C.]  Monroe,  commanding  Fagan’s  Texas  [Arkansas]  Cav- 
alry, Captain  Martin,  of  the  Arkansas  [Missouri]  Cavalry,  and  others. ' < 
The  engagement  here  lasted  about  an  hour,  when,  the  enemy  draw- 
ing off  out  of  sight  and  range,  I .collected  and  formed  my  regiment  in 
a clearing  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  was  at  once  again  ordered  for- 
ward. Taking  the  road,  we  pushed  on  about  4 miles,  to  within  sup- 
porting distance  of  the  batteries  and  near  the  scene  of  the  last  engage-  j 
ment,  where  we  were  halted  by  order  of  General  Blunt,  and  whence,' 
after  nightfall,  we  returned  6 miles  to  get  our  blankets,  and  bivoucked. 

I take  pleasure  in  saying  that,  although  the  regiment  was  never  be- 
fore under  fire,  there  was  no  lack  of  spirit  or  courage  evinced  by  any 
officer  or  private  belonging  to  it.  The  march  had  been  severe  up  to 
11  o’clock,  when  we  reached  the  field,  and,  being  almost  uninterrupted 
from  that  until  9 o’clock  at  night,  it  taxed  beyond  their  power  of  endur- 
ance the  strength  of  about  one-third  of  the  men,  who  fell  out  from  time 
to  time  utterly  exhausted.  The  entire  march  of  my  regiment  that  day 
was  not  less  than  34  miles.  We  had  no  man  killed;  4 were  wounded* 
I am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr.,  ] 

Colonel  Eleventh  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers,  Commanding.  - tl 
Col.  William  F.  Cloud,  Comclg.  3d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  Army  Frontier. 
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NTo.  8. 

Report  of  Col.  Charles  A.  Carroll , C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Arkansas 

Cavalry  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Arkansas  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Camp  near  Dripping  Springs , Ark.,  November  29, 1862. 

Captain  : In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  — , of  even  date, 
I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  conduct  of  the 
forces  of  my  command  in  the  engagement  of  the  28th  instant ; hut  in 
justice  to  my  command  beg  leave  to  state  that,  having  inspected  the 
brigade  on  the  27th  instant,  I had  only  200  effective  men  for  duty  and 
317  non-effective  men.  The  non-effective  men  were  composed  of  the 
sick  and  men  whose  horses  were  in  bad  condition.  Of  the  non-effective 
force,  60  men  were  on  duty  as  pickets,  picketing  the  roads  from  our 
encampment  to  the  Line  road  west  of  us,  and  100  men  were  detailed  as 
escort  for  the  trains  of  the  division,  which  were  ordered  to  the  rear  on 
the  27th  instant,  leaving  me  389  men  to  represent  my  brigade,  while 
the  muster-rolls  call  for  1,700.  With  but  few  sick,  the  brigade  is  thus 
diminished  by  the  condition  of  the  horses,  which  are  worn  down,  having 
been  constantly  on  the  move  for  six  weeks,  and  for  the  want  of  forage 
and  shoeing.  Of  the  mountain  howitzer  battery  attached  to  my  brigade, 
and  commanded  by  First  Lieutenant  Hughey,  only  one  section  was  serv- 
iceable. 

After  being  notified  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  at  8 p.  m.  on  the 
27th  instant,  the  men  were  kept  under  arms  and  the  horses  saddled 
until  the  opening  of  the  enemy’s  artillery  north  of  us,  in  the  direction  of 
Colonel  Shelby’s  camp,  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  instant,  at  about  9 
o’clock,  when  orders  were  received  to  move  my  command  rapidly  to  the 
front.  After  moving  about  1 mile,  I received  orders  to  place  the  battery 
on  an  eminence  to  the  right,  commanding  the  road  leading  north,  with 
the  two  regiments  in  line  of  battle  perpendicular  to  the  road,  supporting 
the  battery,  my  own  regiment  on  the  right,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Johnson,'  and  Colonel  [J.  C.]  Monroe’s  regiment  on  the  left  of  the  road. 
The  eminence  occupied  by  my  battery  was  commanded  by  the  heights 
north  and  northwest  of  us,  from  which  points  the  artillery  of  the  enemy 
.were  firing $ and  although  they  had  the  range  of  my  battery,  they  weie 
at  too  great  a distance  to  be  affected  by  our  light  metal.  I was  then 
ordered  to  the  rear.  After  moving  1 mile,  I was  directed  to  move  rapidly 
to  the  rear  and  select  some  good  position.  In  a few  minutes,  however, 
further  orders  were  received  to  continue  moving  to  the  rear  until  other- 
wise ordered.  Having  moved  half  a mile  beyond  the  summit  of  the 
mountain  on  the  Cane  Hill  and  Cove  Creek  road,  I received  orders  to 
halt  and  occupy  a position.  I countermarched  the  command  beyond  the 
summit  of  the  mountain,  and  took  position  commanding  the  Cane  Hill 
road,  with  the  regiment  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson  supporting 
the  battery,  and  Colonel  Monroe’s  regiment  200  yards  to  the  right  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson’s  regiment.  The  fire  of  the  enemy’s  artil- 
lery at  this  time  was  continuous  and  incessant  on  the  rear  of  Colonel 
Shelby’s  command.  I was  ordered  to  throw  out  Colonel  Monroe’s  regi- 
ment as  skirmishers,  but  before  the  order  could  be  obeyed  I was  ordered 
to  move  my  command  to  the  rear,  and  soon  thereafter  ordered  to  take 
command  of  all  the  forces  in  my  advance,  which  separated  me  to  some 
extent  from  my  own  brigade.  Soon  after  passing  the  pinnacle  of  the 
mountain,  Colonel  Monroe,  who  was  marching  in  rear  of  my  regiment, 
received  the  enemy  at  short  range,  and  retired,  as  previously  directed. 
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Such  was  the  nature  of  the  ground  from  the  top  of  the  mountain  tc 
Cove  Creek,  a distance  of  1£  miles,  that  but  few  advantageous  x>osi-! 
tions  could  be  found.  Just  before  reaching  Cove  Creek,  Captain  Stan 
ley’s  company,  of  my  regiment,  was  ordered  to  an  eminence  command- 
ing the  road  on  which  the  enemy  were  to  travel,  with  orders  to  firel 
upon  them  with  deliberation,  and  to  retire  immediately  thereafterjl 
After  reaching  Cove  Creek,  Captains  Gordon  and  Carroll,  with  their 
respective  companies,  of  my  regiment,  were  directed  to  occupy  an  emil 
lienee  on  the  right  of  the  road.  The  captains  fired  upon  the  enemy! 
and  retired,  as  directed.  From  this  point  on  down  Cove  Creek,  I selected! 
suitable  positions  and  placed  detachments  of  my  regiment  and  Colonel] 
Shelby’s  brigade.  At  a point  2 miles  below  the  junction  of  the  Cant! 
Hill  and  Cove  Creek  roads,  I ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson,  with! 
live  companies  of  my  regiment  and  about  200  men  of  Colonel  Thomp  fl 
son’s  regiment,  Colonel  Shelby’s  brigade,  to  an  eminence  immediately  ! 
over  the  road,  with  instructions  to  let  the  enemy’s  advance  pass  tlieml 
before  firing.  Immediately  in  rear  of  this  point,  Colonel  Monroe  formed 
with  86  men  in  the  valley  below.  At  this  time  the  enemy  was  pushing 
the  rear  with  great  energy,  and  made  it  necessary  for  the  companies 
left  ambushed  to  receive  them  to  retire  very  rapidly  after  firing.  The 
captains  of  my  own  command,  who  have  reported  to  me,  state  that  they 
obeyed  orders,  receiving  the  enemy  at  close  distance,  the  men  behaving ; 
almost  without  exception,  with  great  bravery.  When  the  rear  retired! 
past  the  position  occupied  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson  and  Colonel 
Thompson,  they  were  followed  very  closely  by  a detachment  of  the  ene- 
my’s cavalry,  a much  larger  number  halting  just  before  reaching  tin 
position  above  referred  to.  A lieutenant-colonel  of  the  enemy’s  force: 
was  severely  wounded  by  one  of  the  volleys  fired  by  the  men  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson.  At  this  time  the  confusion  below  the 
position  above  referred  to  of  our  retiring  men  was  disgraceful,  and  every 
effort  made  by  officers  to  halt  them  futile,  the  cry  extending  down  the 
line  that  our  friends  had  gorged  the  road  and  were  being  sabered  merci- 
lessly by  the  enemy.  J ust  then  the  roar  of  shot-guDS  from  the  eminence 
occupied  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson  and  Colonel  [G.  W.]  Thompson 
threw  the  enemy’s  advance  in  confusion,  when  they  were  immediately 
charged  by  Colonel  Monroe,  and  after  the  third  effort  driven  for  the  first! 
time  during  the  day,  which  gave  time  for  collecting  and  forming  the 
scattered  men,  hitherto  rapidly  moving  to  the  rear.  The  enemy  here  con 
eluded,  notwithstanding  the  superior  weight  and  quantity  of  their  artil- 
lery and  their  superior  force,  outnumbering  ours  more  than  ten  to  ope.1 
to  risk  nothing  against  the  positions  of  which  we  were  availing  our- 
selves, and  at  once  retired  about  sunset. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command  throughout  the 
entire  day,  and  almost  without  an  exception,  evidenced  entire  coolness 
and  determined  bravery,  as  did  the  officers  and  men  of  Colonel  Shelby’s 
brigade,  of  whom  I assumed  command  and  placed  in  position.  I would 
be  glad  to  speak  of  them  more  particularly  if  my  personal  acquaintance 
with  these  officers  was  such  as  to  do  so  without  a report  from  them. 

1 will  take  occasion  to  remark  that  the  retiring  fight,  lasting  from  9 
o’clock  in  the  morning  until  sunset,  over  a rugged  and  narrow  road,  with 
but  a scanty  supply  of  ammunition,  pursued  by  a greatly  superior  force, 
moving  from  position  to  position  with  an  astonishing  rapidity,  was  well . 
calculated  to  have  confused,  and,  indeed,  demoralized  men  well  drilled 
and  disciplined,  and  it  is,  indeed,  astonishing  that  troops  without  drill 
should  have  evinced  a nerve  so  steady,  a courage  so  cool.  In  moving, 
the  battery  from  the  first  position  taken  in  the  morning,  the  carriage  oJ 


Chap.  XXXIV.] 


ENGAGEMENT  AT  CANE  HILL,  ARK. 


55 


one  of  the  pieces  was  so_  badly  broken  as  to  render  impossible  the 
moving  of  it  by  horses.  Notwithstanding  the  gun  thus  dismantled  was 
under  a galling  fire  of  the  enemy’s  artillery,  shells  bursting  by  the 
minute  around  it,  the  cannoneers  dismounted,  and,  under  the  direction 
of  their  officers,  bore  the  piece,  crippled  but  triumphant,  to  the  rear. 
Just  before  reaching  the  second  position  taken  by  my  brigade,  as  al- 
luded to  in  the  above  report,  Captain  Shoup,  the  commander,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Halliburton,  of  the  battery,  met  me.  The  captain  at  once  took 
command  of  his  company.  There  was  now  but  one  serviceable  gun  of 
the  four-gun  battery,  which  was  placed  in  position  frequently  during 
the  day  with  a skill  and  energy  deserving  a more  substantial  battery. 
After  passing  some  little  distance  beyond  the  top  of  the  mountain,  this 
gun  was  placed  in  position  and  opened  on  the  enemy.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  energy  with  which  it  was  handled,  it  was  dismantled  by  the 
enemy’s  artillery,  the  carriage  being  broken  to  pieces  by  their  heavy 
shot.  This  casualty  was  followed  by  a cavalry  charge  made  with  great 
energy.  The  officers,  unwilling  to  leave  any  trophy  in  the  hands  of 
their  country’s  enemy,  took  the  gun  from  the  shattered  carriage  and 
bore  this,  too,  to  the  rear.  I cannot  but  commend  the  pride  and  bravery 
of  the  men  here  evidenced. 

The  loss  the  brigade  sustained  is  as  follows  : Colonel  Monroe’s  regi- 
ment, 3 men  slightly  wounded,  4 horses  killed  and  1 wounded ; Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Johnston’s  regiment,  5 men  were  wounded  and  2 men 
are  missing ; Captain  Shoup’s  battery,  3 men  were  wounded  and  4 
horses  killed. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  A.  CARROLL, 

Colonel , Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  E.  G.  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  1th  Div.,  1st  Corps,  Trans-Mississippi  Army. 


No.  9. 

Report  of  Col.  Joseph  0.  Shelby , commanding  Fourth  Missouri  Car  airy 

Brigade  ( Confederate ). 

Camp  Dripping  Springs,  Ark.,  December  1, 1862. 

Captain  : Being  called  upon  for  a report  of  the  action  of  this  brigade 
in  the  Cane  Hill  fight,  I inclose  the  same,  as  follows  : 

My  brigade  consisted  of  the  following  regiments  : First,  commanded 
by  [B.  F.]  Gordon $ Second,  by  [B.  G.J  Jeans $ Third,  by  [G.  W.]  Thomp- 
son ; also  Elliott’s  scouts  and  Quantrill’s  famous  company,  in  command 
of  First  Lieutenant  Gregg.  Having  had  due  notice  (eighteen  hours  pre- 
vious) by  the  general  commanding  that  the  enemy  were  advancing,  we 
endeavored  to  be  on  the  alert,  but  I must  confess  (though  it  may  reflect 
somewhat  upon  myself)  that  the  enemy,  by  his  skillful  management, 
fell  upon  me  sooner  than  I would  have  desired,  considering  that  a por- 
tion of  our  division  was  encamped  some  distance  in  my  rear  and  I had 
but  little  time  to  give  them  the  notice  required ; yet  I had  sufficient 
time  to  place  my  men  in  their  proper  positions  and  await  the  coming  of 
the  hated  foe. 

Between  the  hours  of  9 and  10  a.  in.,  Friday,  November  28,  he  rapidly 
advanced  and  unlimbered  his  guns,  and  sent  his  iron  missiles  in  search 
of  the  u rebels.”  We  had  expected  him  (the  enemy)  to  advance  either  on 
the  Cincinnati  or  Fayetteville  road,  our  position  covering  both.  Bled- 
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soe,  in  command  of  the  artillery,  consisting  of  two  iron  G-pounders,  had 
his  guns  so  arranged  as  to  cover  each  road ; that  is,  one  piece  bearing 
on  the  Cincinnati  road  and  the  other  covering  the  Fayetteville  road. 
Having  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  on  the  Fayetteville  road,  I 
ordered  all  the  regiments  to  mount  and  form,  knowing  that  their  advance 
on  that  route  gave  them  an  advantage  over  my  position  which  could 
not  be  overlooked.  If  they  forced  a passage  down  the  main  road,  we 
would  be  cut  oft*  from  assistance  in  the  rear  and  be  deprived  of  the  Cane 
Hill  and  Cove  Creek  road,  thereby  preventing  our  passage  over  the  \ 
mountain,  the  route  our  train  had  taken.  The  gun  covering  the  Fayette-  } 
ville  road  occupied  an  elevated  position,  the  hill  descending  to  its  foot 
about  300  yards.  Here,  waiting  for  the  enemy  to  advance,  I took  my 
position  at  the  gun,  which  was  so  masked  as  not  to  be  seen  by  him. 
Thus  waiting,  and  in  no  little  suspense,  he  (the  enemy)  soon  showed  i 
himself  with  a four-gun  battery,  supported  by  infantry  close  up.  He  j 
opened  rapidly,  but  the  smoke  of  his  guns  had  not  cleared  away  before 
Bledsoe’s  gun  responded  and  continued  to  respond,  showing  to  the  i 
naked  eye  that  it  was  sending  death  in  every  shot  to  our  heartless  in- 
vaders. I soon  discovered  that  they  were  not  disposed  to  flank  us  on 
our  right,  and  for  the  protection  of  our  batteries  I ordered  all  the  regi- 
ments to  dismount,  placing  Gordon  on  our  right,  Jeans  in  the  center,  and  i 
Thompson  on  our  extreme  left.  By  this  time  I had  received  satisfactory  J 
information  from  the  Cincinnati  road,  which  convinced  me  that  there  1 
was  no  move  by  the  enemy  on  that  route,  and  I immediately  ordered 
Captain  Bledsoe  to  move  the  gun  that  covered  the  Cincinnati  road  to  a 
point  which  secured  a cross-fire  on  the  batteries  playing  upon  us.  I 
should  mention  here  that  by  this  time  they  had  at  least  twelve  guns 
bearing  upon  our  position,  and  then  the  artillery  fight  commenced  in  j 
earnest,  lasting  at  this  point  about  one  hour  and  a half. 

During  this  time  Gordon,  Jeans,  and  Thompson  lay  close  up  to  the  ( 
guns,  anxiously  awaiting  the  charge  of  the  invader,  while  [Maj.  B.]  El-  j 
liott’s  scouts  and  Quantrill’s  company  sat  quietly  on  their  steeds  await-  I 
ing  his  further  coming ; but  as  long  as  the  enemy  could  confine  him-  j 
self  to  the  artillery  fight  at  long  range  he  was  content,  but  in  the  mean  5 
time  General  Marmaduke,  after  surveying  the  position,  and  I having  no-  i 
titled  him  that  a heavy  body  of  infantry  was  endeavoring  to  flank  me  on 
the  left,  I received  orders  to  fall  back,  which  I did,  by  ordering  Colonel  ! 
Jeans  to  mount  his  men  and  directing  Bledsoe  to  withdraw  his  piece,  at 
the  same  time  ordering  Lieutenant  [B.  A.]  Collins,  who  was  in  charge  of  i 
the  piece  that  commanded  the  Fayetteville  road,  to  keep  a steady  fire  on  j 
the  enemy  until  I could  mount  and  form  all  my  regiments,  which  he  did,  I 
pouring  a murderous  fire  upon  them,  driving  them  at  one  time  back  I 
from  their  guns.  I wflll  here  mention  that  no  man  ever  evinced  more  j 
courage  or  executed  his  orders  more  cheerfully  or  promptly  than  Lieu-  I 
tenant  Collins  on  that  occasion.  Captain  Bledsoe,  Sergeant  Bledsoe,  . 
Lieutenants  Connor  and  Anson,  and,  in  fact,  all  of  this  battery,  have  the  j 
thanks  of  the  entire  brigade  for  their  gallant  conduct  upon  this  trying  j 
occasion.  I then  ordered  Colonel  Thompson  to  mount  his  regiment,  i 
which  was  done  in  the  best  order,  moving  the  piece  under  Bledsoe  by  [ 
the  right  to  the  rear;  Thompson’s  regiment  followed,  after  which  came  i 
Jeans,  the  Collins  gun  following,  covered  by  Gordon’s  regiment.  I 
could  not,  if  disposed,  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  I 
and  men  of  this  brigade  in  making  the  above  move,  it  being  executed 
under  a terrible  fire ; but  others  witnessed  it,  and  say  men  never  gave 
wTay  in  better  order.  After  falling  back  about  half  a mile,  we  found,  the  j 
remainder  of  this  division  formed  and  ready  to  protect  us.  By  order 
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of  the  general  we  took  position  on  the  hill,  bringing  our  guns  in  battery 
back  of  the  village  of  'Newburg,  there  awaiting  and  expecting  to  witness 
brilliant  charges  from  the  foe ; but,  as  before,  he  depended  on  dislodg- 
ing us  with  his  long-range  guns.  Here  the  naked  eye  could  see  General 
Blunt’s  columns  of  cavalry  and  infantry  pouring  over  the  hills  in  our 
front,  and  advancing  slowly  and  cautiously  to  the  attack.  It  was  a 
splendid  sight — flaunting  banners,  serried  ranks,  as  the  long  lines  came 
gleaming  on  $ 

Ere  yet  the  life-blood,  warm  and  wet, 

Had  dimmed  a glistening  bayonet ! 

Being  satisfied  that  with  our  small  force  and  short-range  guns  we 
could  not  cope  with  him,  we  withdrew  to  the  Boston  Mountains,  where 
we  placed  one  of  Bledsoe’s  guns  in  position,  and  there  awaited  his  ad- 
vance. We  were  not  allowed  to  tarry  long,  for  they  soon  reached  the 
foot  of  the  mountain,  commenced  placing  their  batteries  in  position,  and 
opened  fire.  Our  gunners  were  eager  and  ready.  The  work  again  com- 
menced, and  at  short  range.  We  then  exhausted  all  of  our  artillery 
ammunition,  and  from  that  cause  had  to  push  our  guns  ahead,  which 
we  did,  and  did  safely.  I had  ordered  Lieutenant  Gregg  at  that  point 
oyer  to  the  right,  but  finding  the  enemy  were  making  a move  still  to 
his  right,  I withdrew  him,  and  had  him  to  form  back  on  the  main  road  to 
, await  further  orders.  Immediately  on  top  of  the  mountain  I had  a part 
of  Colonel  Thompson’s  command,  under  Major  [M.  W.]  Smith,  formed 
to  receive  the  enemy,  and  a little  to  the  rear  of  Smith,  on  the  right,  I 
had  one  company  of  Elliott’s  scouts,  commanded  by  Captain  Martin. 
Smith  and  Martin  calmly  awaited  the  coming  of  the  enemy,  and  as  they 
came  charging  up  the  hill  in  solid  columns,  they  poured  a deadly  fire  on 
them,  which  sent  them  staggering  down  the  mountain.  By  this  time 
I had  other  detachments  formed  but  a short  distance  in  the  rear  (Smith 
and  Martin  falling  back  and  loading),  who  fired  on  them  with  much 
effect,  being  in  easy  gun-shot.  Martin,  having  his  men  ready  and  formed, 
delivered  once  more  a terrible  fire,  but  in  so  doing  this  brigade  suffered 
a terrible  loss  in  the  death  of  the  gallant  and  heroic  Martin.  He  fell, 
as  he  lived,  fighting  for  his  home  and  fireside,  “ with  his  back  to  the  field 
and  his  feet  to  the  foe.” 

Ab ! soldier,  to  your  honored  rest, 

Your  truth  and  valor  bearing ; 

The  bravest  are  the  tenderest, 

The  loving  are  the  daring ! 

The  enemy  pushing  us  about  this  time  with  all  the  force  he  could 
urge  on,  and  the  ground  being  of  such  a nature  as  not  to  allow  us  to 
form  by  regiments  or  squadrons,  I was  compelled  to  detach  companies 
and  form  them  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  receive  and  fire  on  the 
enemy,  load,  form,  and  reform,  using  in  that  manner  every  company  in 
the  regiments  of  this  brigade.  We  fought  them  in  this  manner  about 
three  hours,  never  once  allowing  them  to  reach  our  rear  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  capture  any  of  the  men. 

I will  likewise  mention  that  [Col.  Emmett]  MacDonald’s  men  were  at 
the  same  time  equally  as  active  in  their  efforts  to  retard  the  movements 
of  the  enemy.  I noticed  also  with  much  pleasure  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Captain  Shoup,  who  commanded  his  little  howitzer  well  and  delivered 
his  fire  with  great  coolness,  effect,  and  precision.  With  this  battery  was 
a brave  and  fighting  driver,  who  was  conspicuous  for  his  daring  and  the 
readiness  with  which  he  obeyed  all  orders. 

Captains  Webb  and  Snook,  of  Colonel  Jeans’  regiment,  were  both 
wounded  while  gallantly  leading  their  men  on  the  enemy. 
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I canuot  close  this  report  without  speaking  in  high  terms  of  the  cool-J 
ness  and  daring  of  Lieutenant  McCoy,  of  your  escort,  and  Lieutenant 
Conkling,  of  Thompson’s  regiment.  They,  with  the  prestige  and  glory1 
of  Shiloh  still  hanging  to  their  garments,  were  in  the  thickest  ol  the  light. 

Our  men  fought  them  well,  and  while  the  enemy  evinced  great  des-ii 
peration,  our  command  showed  a determination  and  coolness  that  then] 
officers  have  reason  to  be  proud  of,  contending,  as  they  were,  with  a astly 
superior  numbers,  the  sight  of  which  did  not  in  the  least  discourage  them.] 
About  sunset  the  enemv  made  the  last  and  desperate  charge,  led  by 
Colonel  [L.  E.l  Jewell,  in  person.  Colonels  Thompson’s  and  Jeans’  menu 
received  him  with  a fire  the  effect  of  which  will  ever  be  remembered  b.^  | 
Jewell’s  regiment.  In  that  charge  Jewell  fell,  mortally  wounded.  L por 
the  fall  of  Jewell,  Colonel  Gordon,  with  a portion  of  his  regiment  and  t 
portion  of  Colonel  Jeans’,  under  Captain  Jarrett,  charged  the  Federal* 
hotly  and  fiercely,  sending  them  back  in  perfect  confusion,  and  thu* 

ending  a hard  day’s  fight.  .......  , 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  state  the  casualties  of  this  brigade,  a* 
they  have  already  been  reported  to  you;  but  I will  here  mention  tha 
the  officers  and  men  of  this  brigade  executed  promptly,  cheerfully,  anc 
willingly  every  order  that  was  given;  were  easily  rallied;  held  all  posi, 
tions  assigned  them,  and  fell  back,  when  ordered,  only  to  form  and  re 

form  and  fire  again.  . , . 

Elliott  and  his  scouts  were  to  be  seen  performing  their  duty  on  al 

occasions.  , _ . , , , 

Lieutenant  Gregg,  of  Quantrill’s  command,  and  his  company  had  beer 
held  in  reserve  by  me  during  the  greater  part  of  the  fight,  so  that  whei 
suitable  ground  was  obtained  a grand  charge  might  be  made.  The > posi- 
tion was  taken,  this  stone- wall  company  formed,  Gregg  at  its  head,  tn 
light  of  the  battle  on  his  face,  but,  fortunately  or  unfortunately,  tb 
enemy  checked  pursuit  just  before  coming  to  where  they  crouched  lik, 

lions  in  their  lairs.  _ , , .. 

I will  also  here  speak  favorably  of  Captains  Brewster  (my  adjutant,* 
Nichols,  Edwards,  St.  Clair,  and  Page,  for  the  service  they  performer 
relative  to  their  various  duties. 

Many  others  I could  call  your  attention  to  for  their  gallant  conducl 
among  whom  are  Philip  Wilder,  of  your  own  escort;  Lieutenants  Mooi 
man  and  Buffington,  of  Gordon’s;  but  as  the  general  commanding  wa 
everywhere  upon  the  field,  he  saw  as  much,  perhaps  more  than  mysei 
I close  this  report  with  the  proud  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  wedi 
our  duty,  and  are  anxious  once  more  to  meet  the  enemy  in  a lair  fael 
and  an  open  fight. 

Respectfully,  JO  Q.  SHELBY,  1 

Colonel , Commanding  Missouri  Cavalry  Brigade . 
Capt.  E.  G.  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fourth  Division , First  Army  Corps. 


No.  10: 

Report  of  Col.  Emmett  MacDonald , Missouri  Cavalry. 

Camp  Dripping  Springs,  Ark.,  1 
November  30,  1862.  j 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  pa:  j 
my  command  took  in  the  late  battle  in  the  Boston  Mountains . 

On  November  28, 1 received  orders  about  9 o’clock  in  the  morning  i 
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prepare  for  action,  as  the  enemy  was  engaging  Colonel  Shelby’s  com- 
mand about  1 mile  in  my  advance.  I at  once  moved  forward  at  a rapid 
pace  with  my  command,  and  took  position  northwest  of  Kidd’s  Mill, 
near  Cane  Hill.  My  position  being  much  exposed,  the  enemy  poured  a 
heavy  volley  of  grape  upon  my  ranks,  while  another  battery  threw  shell 
in  my  rear  and  front  continually,  but  without  killing  or  wounding  a 
man.  In  the  mean  time  Colonel  Shelby  had  fallen  back  with  his  bri- 
gade. At  this  time  I received  orders  to  fall  back  and  form  south  of 
Boonsborough,  where  Colonels  Shelby  and  [C.  A.]  Carroll  were  .posted. 
The  enemy  appeared  at  this  point  in  great  force.  A large  body  of  in- 
fantry moved  rapidly  upon  our  left  and  front.  Here  a general  engage- 
ment seemed  imminent  ; but  the  enemy  appeared  in  such  large  force  I 
was  again  ordered  to  fall  back,  which  I did,  fighting  the  enemy  at  every 
point,  whether  the  position  suited  or  not,  until,  reaching  the  mountain, 
a halt  was  ordered  for  one  desperate  resistance.  I took  position  upon 
.the  right;  Colonel  Shelby  the  center.  I immediately  advanced  upon  the 
enemy,  when  a sharp  engagement  ensued.  Our  firing  was  so  constant 
and  well  directed  that  he  seemed  completely  checked ; but  long  lines  of 
infantry  and  cavalry  again  appeared,  re-enforcing  him,  until  it  seemed 
that  all  Yankeedom  had  turned  out.  Feeling  confident  that  my  men 
would  not  flinch,  I determined  to  meet  them,  while  Colonel  Shelby  was 
preparing  to  receive  tl/em  in  the  center.  Here  they  charged  us  again 
and  again,  but  they  were  driven  back  until  our  rear  moved  farther  up 
the  mountains.  In  this  way  we  fought  them  over  the  mountains  and 
3 miles  down  Cove  Creek,  fighting  at  one  point,  falling  back,  forming, 
and  fighting  again.  Their  number  being  five  or  six  times  greater  than 
ours,  and  they  knowing  the  fact,  they  pressed  us  hard,  and  finally 
charged  us  with  drawn  sabers,  when  a hand-to-hand  conflict  ensued. 
So  very  few  of  them  were  left  that  charged,  they  finally  drew  off  their 
forces  and  retreated  back  toward  the  mountain. 

During  the  entire  engagement  Companies  A and  B fought  nobly.  No 
company  of  officers  and  men  ever  fought  better.  Captain  Harrison, 
commanding  Company  A,  and  First  Lieutenant  Yonts,  Company  B,  and 
the  lieutenants  in  both  companies,  deserve  much  praise. 

Privates  and  officers  acted  well  throughout  the  entire  engagement. 

I lost  in  the  engagement  the  following  : 


Command. 

Killed. 

pd 

a 

> 0 
£ 

Missing. 

Company  A : 
t Officers 

1 

6 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Privates ... ....................... 

Company  B : 

Officers 

4 

Non-commissioned  officers 

t 1 Privntpa 

1 

3 

-A-  A A V tlLCo  .....  _ _ . ...... 

Company  C : 

T Privates : 

1 

Company  D:  

ji  Non-commissioned  officers 

Privates 

Total 

5 

17 

4 

F. 


Bespectfully, 


B.  Davidson,  Adjutant. 


EMMETT  MACDONALD, 
Colonel , Commanding  Missouri  Cavalry. 
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NOVEMBER  30-DECEMBER  6, 1862.— Expedition  from  Rolla  to  the  Ozark 
Mountains,  Mo.,  and  skirmishes. 


Report  of  Col  John  M.  Glover , Third  Missouri  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Rolla  District, 

Rolla , Mo .,  December  8,  18G2. 

Sir  > I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  having  heard  of  several  hun- 
dred rebels  supposed  to  be  encamped  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Ciirrent 
River,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  with  parts  of  Companies  A and  L,  lhird 
Missouri  Cavalry,  and  part  of  Company  H,  Ninth  Missouri  Cavalry, 
Captains  [James  T.l  Howland,  [Albert  D.]  Glover,  and  [John]  Ing  in 
command,  consisting  of  130  men  (being  all  the  force  that  could  be  spared 
from  here  at  the  time),  I proceeded  in  quest  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  2d  instant  had  a collision  with  a light  force  of  the  enemy  in 
the  gorges  of  the  Ozark.  The  impetuosity  of  my  officers  and  men  soon 
dispersed  them  in  the  mountains,  killing  4 and  capturing  vitli  4 
horses.  We  marched  200  miles  in  seven  days,  finding  no  considerable 
force,  having  not  a man  injured  in  my  command.  I returned  to  these 
headquarters  on  the  6th  instant. 

Your  obedient  servant,  j M.  GLOVER, 

Colonel,  Commanding  District. 


Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


DECEMBER  4-8,  1862. — Operations  about  Cane  Hill,  and  skirmish  (Decem- 
ber 6)  at  Reed’s  Mountain,  Ark. 


reports.1 


No.  1. Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier. 

;y0  2 — Lieut.  Col.  Owen  A.  Bassett,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry. 

No*  3 Cant.  Amaziah  Moore,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  of  skirmish  at  Reed’s  Mountain 

No.  4.— Capt.  Joel  Huntoon,  Eleventh  Kansas  Infantry,  of  skirmish  at  Reed’s  Mount 


No.  1. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt,  77.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army 
1 the  Frontier. 


i oj 


Cane  Hill,  Ark.,  December  G,  18G2 
General  : The  enemy  (25,000  strong)  yesterday  attempted  to  force 
my  position,  but  the  advance  was  driven  back  into  the  mountains.  Thu 
morning  they  made  an  attack  upon  my  outposts  upon  two  roads,  dm 
Tng  in  my  pickets  upon  one  of  them  about  3 miles,  who,  upon  being  re 
enforced,  again  drove  the  enemy  back.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  < em 
onstrations  this  morning  were  to  cover  their  retreat,  as  they  were  fellin, 
timber  duriug  all  of  that  night,  possibly  to  obstruct  the  road  and  pre 
vent  my  artillery  and  cavalry  following  them.  I have  been  holdinj 


-See  also  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  December  7,  1802,  pp.  07-158  (reports  of  Blnn 
Cloud,  Hindman,  Marmaduke,  Shelby,  and  Monroe). 
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them  in  check  four  days,  determined  to  hold  my  position  until  re-en- 
forcements could  arrive.  General  Herron’s  advance  cavalry  will  reach 
here  to-night,  and  expect  his  whole  command  to  reach  me  to-morrow 
night.  Can  you  inform  me  what  rebel  forces  there  are  defending  Little 
Rock,  and  if  any  Federal  forces  are  making  a demonstration  in  that 
direction?  It  is  important  that  I should  have  the  information,  to 
govern  my  future  movements. 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, . 
Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis.  * • 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Owen  A.  Bassett , Second  Kansas  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Second  Kansas  Yolunteers, 

In  the  Field , December  10,  1862. 


Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  instructions  re- 
ceived from  yourself,  I detailed  a scouting _ party  from  my  regiment  under 
command  of  Captain  [A.  P.]  Kussell,  consisting  of  Companies  A,  D,  and 
1, 10  men  from  Company  C,  10  from  Company  E,  and  10  from  Company  F, 
numbering  147  men. 

Captain  Russell  left  camp  with  this  force  at  about  4 p.  m.  on  the  4th 
instant,  and  the  following  is  his  report  to  me : 

Camp  op  the  Second  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers, 

Cane  Hill , Ark.,  December  5, 1862. 


Lieut.  S.  K.  Cross, 

Acting  Regimental  Adjutant : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  pursuant  to  orders  received  on  the  afternoon  of  the  4th 
instant,  with  a detachment  of  147  men  from  the  Second  Kansas  Volunteers,  I left  camp 
to  reconnoiter,  and,  if  possible,  to  discover  the  position  and  movements  of  the  enemy. 
About  2 miles  from  camp  I sent  Lieutenant  [H.  L.]  Moore  with  about  60  men  (Com- 
panies A and  D)  down  what  is  known  as  the  Mount  Air  road,  while  I proceeded  with 
the  remainder  of  the  party  in  the  direction  of  the  Cove  Creek  road.  1 came  into  the 
Cove  Creek  road  at  Price’s  old  headquarters,  9 miles  southeast  of  camp,  where  our 
advance  pickets  are  posted,  and,  after  following  this  road  about  6 miles,  the  advance 
discovered  a fire,  supposed  to  be  that  of  the  enemy’s  pickets.  After  reconn oitering,  I 
became  satisfied  that  it  was  either  a very  strong  picket  or  the  advance  of  the  main 
force  of  the  enemy,  and  concluded  to  wait  until  daylight  before  proceeding  any  farther. 
I posted  a picket*  and,  with  the  remainder  of  my  men,  fell  back  half  a mile  and  formed 
line  in  a field.  In  this  position,  every  man  standing  by  his  horse,  I remained  until  the 
morning  of  the  5th,  when  just  before  sunrise  my  picket  was  fired  on  by  the  enemy,  and 
at  once  retired.  I then  sent  forward  about  30  men  dismounted,  as  skirmishers,  under 
charge  of  Lieutenant  [J.  M.]  Mentzer,  holding  the  others  mounted  in  line  as  reserve. 
A brisk  skirmish  ensued,  lasting  for  several  minutes,  when,  seeing  a movement  made 
to  flank  me,  I withdrew  the  skirmishers  and  fell  back  about  4 miles,  where  I again 
formed  line  and  remained  nearly  two  hours.  Seeing  nothing  further  of  the  enemy,  I 
returned  to  camp,  reaching  it  about  3 p.  m. 

Respectfully, 

AVRA  P.  RUSSELL, 

p Captain , Commanding  Detachment. 


Lieutenant  Moore  returned  to  camp  about  3 a.  m.  on  the  5th  instant, 
and  reported  to  me  that  he  proceeded  down  the  mountain  road  to  within 
a short  distance  of  the  junction  with  the  Cove  Creek  road,  where  he  ex- 
pected to  rejoin  Captain  Russell,  when  he  discovered  the  enemy’s  camp 
fire,  ranged  up  and  down  the  creek  valley,  as  he  estimated,  for  a distance 
of  2J  or  3 miles,  and  reconnoitered  their  camp,  driving  in  their  pickets 
from  the  south. 
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At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  I sent  Lieutenant  [B.  B.] 
Mitchell  with  Company  K to  re  enforce  the  pickets  at  Price’s  old  head- 
quarters, desiring  him  if  necessary  to  support  Captain  Bussell,  and  about 
8am.,  by  your  order,  started  with  the  remainder  of  my  men  to  re-enforce 
Captain  Bussell.  Having  proceeded  about  7 miles,  I met  him  upon  the 
mountain,  returning,  when  he  stated  to  me  the  substance  of  his  report. 
Considering  it  unnecessary  at  that  time  to  proceed  any  farther,  I sent 
Captain  [A.  W.]  Matthews  to  re-enforce  the  pickets  and  sent  20  men 
from  Company  E to  report  to  Lieutenant  Mitchell,  ordering  him  to  scout 
eastwardly  on  the  Wire  road,  and  returned  with  the  rest  of  my  men  to 
where  you  had  the  Third  Brigade  drawn  up  in  Line  of  battle. 

About  12  m.  1 ordered  Captain  [J.]  Gardner  to  take  Company  C, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  [W.  M.]  Hook,  and  post  a picket  east  of 
Price’s  old  headquarters,  on  the  Wire  road. 

About  sunset  of  that  day,  I received  word  from  Captain  Gardner  that 
lie  found  it  impracticable  to  station  a picket  on  the  Wire  road,  from  the 
fact  that  the  enemy  were  occupying  it  with  their  scouting  parties,  and  ! 
had  accordingly  re-enforced  Captain  Matthews  and  sent  in  the  old 
picket  of  the  night  before. 

At  9 p.  m.  of  the  same  day,  Lieutenant  Mitchell  returned  to  camp, 
reporting  that  he  had  been  on  the  Wire  road;  met  the  enemy’s  scouting 
parties,  and  remained  at  Hawkeye  until  dark. 

About  6 a.  m.  next  morning,  the  enemy  attacked  the  picket  under 
Captain  Gardner,  and  the  following  is  his  report  to  me : 

Camp  of  the  Second  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers, 

Boonsborough,  Arlc.,  December  6,  1862. 

Lieut.  S.  K.  Cross, 

Acting  Begimental  Adjutant : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  instant  I re-enforced 
Captain  Matthews,  who  commanded  the  picket  at  Price’s  old  headquarters,  at  the 
junction  of  the  Cove  Creek  and  Cane  Hill  roads.  Haviug  sent  in  the  old  pickets,  my 
force  consisted  of  Company  G,  commanded  by  Captain  Matthews,  and  Company  C,  by 
Lieutenant  Hook. 

About  6 a.  m.  this  morning,  the  enemy  advanced  with  considerable  force,  attacking  . 
me  in  front  and  on  both  flanks,  bringing  my  men  under  a very  heavy  fire.  I retired 
slowly,  keeping  up  a skirmishing  fire  for  2 miles,  when  I formed  line  and  drove  the 
enemy  back.  1 maintained  this  position  for  half  an  hour  or  more,  and  then  retired  to 
the  foot  of  the  mountain,  and  awaited  the  arrival  of  re-enforcements. 

Captain  Matthews  lost  1 man,  Corpl.  John  Dower,  killed,  and  Private  Thomas 
Martin,  of  Company  C,  received  a severe  wound  in  the  arm. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  GARDNER, 

Captain,  Commanding  Pickets. 

At  6 a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  your  instructions,  I sent  Captain  [H.] 
Cameron  and  Lieutenant  [S.  K.J  Cross,  with  50  men,  and  Lieutenant 
[E.  S.]  Stover,  with  his  howitzers,  to  re-enforce  the  pickets,  and  they 
joined  Captain  Gardner  soon  after  he  had  retired  to  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  and  started  with  the  rest  of  my  mounted  force  about  sunrise 
for  the  same  purpose. 

Arriving  within  half  a mile  of  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  I formed  the  \ 
First  Battalion,  under  command  of  Captain  [S.  J.]  Crawford,  in  line  of 
battle,  and  formed  the  Second  Battalion  in  line  half  a mile  to  the  rear, 
and  remained  in  this  position  until  11  a.  in.,  awaiting  the  approach  of 
the  enemy,  who  was  occupying  the  mountain  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  in  advance  of  Captain  Crawford.  The  road  up  the  mountain  side 
is  very  steep,  and  near  the  summit  runs  a ledge  of  rocks. 

Having  received  re-enforcements  of  about  100  Indians,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  [A.  F.]  Bicking,  I sent  him  to  reconnoiter  on  my  left 
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flank,  and  at  the  same  time  moved  the  First  Battalion  forward  to  the 
foot  of  tbe  mountain,  and  the  Second  Battalion  to  the  ground  previously 
occupied  by  the  First,  and  in  this  position  remained  until  about  2 p.  in., 
at  which  time  you  came  up,  and,  under  your  direction,  Companies  A and 
C were  dismounted  and  sent  as  skirmishers  up  this  side  of  the  mountain, 
under  command  of  Captain  Crawford.  They  proceeded  as  far  as  the 
ledge  of  rocks,  exchanging  but  a few  shots  with  the  enemy,  who  retired 
at  their  approach. 

Colonel  [Thomas]  Ewing,  [ jr.,]  Eleventh  Kansas  Infantry,  came  up 
with  four  companies  of  bis  regiment,  and  he  sent  Company  H,  under 
Captain  [J.]  Huntoon,  up  the  mountain  to  the  ledge  of  rocks  where  they 
were  concealed,  and  a few  skirmishers  were  thrown  forward  to  draw  the 
advance  of  the  enemy  into  ambush.  Failing  in  this,  Companies  A and 
0 were  withdrawn  and  mounted. 

Colonel  Ewing  and  yourself  returned  with  three  companies  of  the  in- 
fantry to  the  main  line.  I then  ordered  Captain  Gunther  to  take  com- 
mand of  Companies  E and  I,  as  a picket  for  the  night,  and  he  posted  G 
men  at  the  ledge  of  rocks,  posting  his  reserve  at  the  foot  of  the  mount- 
ain. Captain  Huntoon  then  withdrew  his  company  and  stationed  it  in 
the  rear  of  the  reserve  picket,  and  soon  afterward  the  outpost  discov- 
ered the  enemy  approaching  in  force,  and,  coming  under  a severe  fire, 
they  retired  slowly.  Captain  Gunther  went  immediately  forward  with 
his  reserve  to  their  support,  and  reoccupied  the  ledge  of  rocks.  Soon 
afterward  I sent  Captain  Huntoon  forward  with  his  company  to  re- 
enforce Captain  [A.]  Gunther,  and  sent  Companies  A and  D forward, 
dismounted,  under  command  of  Captain  Crawford,  instructing  him  to 
hold  the  ground,  if  possible.  Brisk  firing  was  opened  on  both  sides. 

The  enemy,  with  a regiment  of  cavalry,  charged  upon  our  lines,  but, 
our  men  reserving  their  fire  until  they  advanced  within  20  yards  from 
their  protected  position,  then  poured  in  a well-directed  volley,  throwing 
the  enemy’s  line  in  confusion,  driving  them  back.  The  enemy  ap- 
proached again,  but  with  more  caution,  and  the  fight  became  general 
along  the  entire  line,  lasting  for  more  than  three-quarters  of  an  hour. 
The  enemy  was  driven  back,  our  men  firing  the  last  shot.  The  superior 
force  of  the  enemy,  and  the  demonstrations  made  by  them  upon  our 
flanks,  compelled  Captain  Crawford  to  retire  to  the  foot  of  the  hill.  By 
this  time  it  being  dusk,  and  the  enemy  not  advancing,  Captain  Gunther 
posted  his  pickets  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  soon  afterward  Major  [P.  B.j 
Plumb  re-enforced  me  with  five  companies  of  the  Eleventh  Kansas  In- 
fantry, occupying  the  ground  where  I had  my  First  Battalion  stationed 
in  the  forenoon.  About  9 p.  m.  I ordered  Captain  Moore,  with  Com- 
panies F and  H,  to  re-enforce  Captain  Gunther’s  picket. 

I stationed  Companies  K and  D near  Major  Plumb’s  position,  and 
Companies  C and  G at  the  junction  of  the  mountain  road  with  the  Cane 
Hill  and  Cove  Creek  road,  and  sent  Company  A to  reconnoiter  down 
the  mountain  road,  where  they  remained  until  morning.  At  sunrise 
the  next  morning,  Companies  C,  D,  and  G came  forward  to  the  advance, 
and  firing  again  commenced  between  the  pickets.  I sent  Captain  Gun- 
ther, with  20  men,  upon  a high  point  to  my  right,  to  overlook  and  dis- 
cover the  movement  of  the  enemy.  At  9 o’clock  he  reported  that  the 
enemy  had  withdrawn  his  force  toward  Cove  Creek,  which  he  estimated 
at  one  regiment  of  cavalry  and  two  regiments  of  infantry.  I immedi- 
ately sent  forward  skirmishers,  who  soon  reported  that  the  enemy’s  col- 
umn had  retired.  I then  sent  Lieutenant-Colonel  [S.  H.]  Wattles,  who 
had  re-enforced  me  with  200  Indians,  up  to  the  valley  to  my  left,  and 
ordered  Major  Plumb,  with  his  infantry,  and  Lieutenant  Stover,  with 
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his  howitzers,  to  report  to  yon.  I sent  Captain  Cameron,  with  his  com- 
pany, to  recon noi ter  the  mountains  to  my  left,  and  prepared  to  pursue 
the  enemy  with  my  cavalry,  when  I received  orders  from  you  to  march 
toward  Fayetteville,  on  the  road  by  way  of  Foss’  Mill,  as  rear  guard  to 
the  column  which  was  then  moving  in  that  direction. 

My  loss  in  the  action  of  the  night  of  the  6th  was  Privates  Albert 
Payne,  of  Company  A,  and  Sylvanus  Heberling,  of  Company  I,  both 
severely  wounded.  Captain  Huntoon  had  [several  men]  wounded; 
names  unknown. 

I have  since  ascertained,  from  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  rebel  army, 
that  the  force  sent  up  there  to  attack  me  that  night  consisted  of  one 
regiment  of  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Shelby,  two  regiments  of  infantry, 
one  under  command  of  Colonel  Hunter  and  the  other  under  command 

of  — , and  Tilden’s  battery,  the  wfyole  under  command  of 

Brigadier- General  Frost;  but  meeting,  as  they  did,  with  such  unex- 
pected and  well-timed  resistance,  did  not  attempt  to  follow  us. 

The  rebel  loss  was  10  killed  and  27  wounded. 

During  the  night  of  the  6th  the  wheels  of  the  enemy’s  battery  were 
muffled,  and  it  was  taken  back  to  Cove  Creek. 

I have  been  thus  explicit  in  detailing  the  events  of  nearly  three  days 
from  the  fact  that  it  has  been  definitely  ascertained,  since  the  occur-  j 
rence  of  the  same,  that  it  was  a part  of  the  enemy’s  plan  to  divide  his 
force  at  Price’s  old  headquarters,  sending  one  part  up,  through  Cane 
Hill,  to  attack  this  division  of  the  army  and  drive  it  back,  and  to  send 
the  rest  up  the  Cove  Creek  road  to  the  rear,  to  intercept  and  cut  off 
retreat,  and,  also,  because  it  required  extreme  vigilance  and  watchful- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  officers  and  men,  testing  their  courage  and 
bravery,  their  willingness  to  endure  fatigue,  and  their  skill  in  checking 
the  advance  of  a foe. 

Captain  Huntoon,  with  his  company  (H,  Eleventh  Kansas  Infantry), 
behaved  in  an  admirable  manner,  standing  firm  and  unflinching,  though  | 
for  the  first  time  under  fire.  To  Captain  [A.]  Moore,  who  was  left  in  com-  \ 
maud  of  the  advance  during  the  night,  should  be  awarded  more  than 
ordinary  praise  for  his  vigilance  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  To  D.  B. 
Smith,  esq.,  of  Leavenworth,  I tender  my  acknowledgments  for  valua- 
ble services  and  gallant  conduct  as  volunteer  aide  during  the  6th  and. 
7th  instant.  To  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  were  with  me  during  the 
various  skirmishes  and  maneuvers  here  recounted,  my  thanks  are  ten- 
dered. 

As  an  appropriate  designation  for  the  affair  on  the  evening  of . the 
6th,  I most  respectfully  suggest  “ The  action  of  Reed’s  Mountain.” 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OWEN  A.  BASSETT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel , Commanding . 

Col.  William  F.  Cloud, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade , First  Division. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Capt.  Amaziah  Moore,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry , of  sldrmish  at 

Reedls  Mountain. 

Camp  near  Cane  Hill,  Ark.,  December  11,  1862.  j 
Colonel:  The  picket  guard,  commanded  by  Captain  [A.]  Gunther, 
composed  of  detachments  from  Companies  I and  C,  having  been  attacked 

1 
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by  the  enemy  with  a force  of  cavalry,  I ordered  Captain  [ J.]  Huntoon  to 
re- enforce  the  guard  with  Company  H,  of  the  Eleventh  Regiment.  The 
guard  was  posted  upon  a rocky  eminence  on  the  Cove  Creek  road,  about 
3 miles  from  this  encampment. 

I formed  my  line  across  the  road,  below  the  bluff,  concealing  my  men 
as  much  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  would  permit  from  the  view  of  the 
enemy.  A desultory  fire  had  for  some  time  been  kept  up  by  Captain 
[A.]  Gunther,  who  had  been  obliged  to  abandon  his  ground,  although 
gallantly  contested. 

A forward  movement  soon  regained  the  ground  we  had  lost,  and  drove 
the  enemy  back,  but  he  immediately  returned  and  attacked  us  with 
great  fury.  He  was  received  with  a vigorous  fire,  the  men  loading  and 
firing  rapidly  and  .with  great  steadiness.  The  enemy,  failing  to  drive 
me  from  my  position,  charged  gallantly  up  to  my  line,  but  was  repulsed 
with  considerable  loss.  Falling  back  beyond  the  reach  of  our  pieces,  he 
rallied  a second  time  and  came  down  upon  the  line  in  splendid  style, 
discharging  his  pieces  at  full  speed.  During  this  impetuous  charge  a 
part  of  my  force  fell  back,  but  were  soon  rallied,  and  held  the  ground 
against  the  enemy. 

In  the  mean  time,  having  sent  for  re- enforcements,  Captain  and  Act- 
ing Major  [S.  J.]  Crawford  came  forward  with  Companies  A and  D,  under 
command  of  Lieutenants  [J.]  Johnston  and  [H.  L.]  Moore,  and  formed 
upon  the  right.  It  now  became  evident  that  the  enemy  had  been  re- 
enforced, and  was  preparing  for  another  desperate  charge.  Infantry 
were  seen  moving  down  upon  the  right  flank,  and  shots  were  fired  from 
the  ravine  upon  the  left.  Nevertheless,  the  line  remained  firm,  and  re- 
pulsed the  enemy’s  charge  most  gallantly.  The  enemy  having  effected 
a flauk  movement,  a change  of  position  became  necessary,  which  was 
accomplished  in  good  order  and  without  loss. 

The  enemy’s  loss  has  since  been  ascertained  to  be  21  killed  and 
wounded,  and  12  horses  dead  upon  the  field.  My  loss  is  4 wounded,  1 
severely. 

I take  this  occasion  to  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  bravery  and 
good  conduct  of  Captain  Huntoon,  of  the  Eleventh  Regiment,  and  of 
Captain  Gunther,  of  the  Second  Regiment.  The  men,  with  scarcely  an 
exception,  fought  gallantly,  and  many  instances  of  great  personal  daring 
► were  observed. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 


A.  MOORE, 

Captain , and  Field  Officer  of  the  Day. 

Col.  William  F.  Cloud, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Capt.  Joel  Huntoon , Eleventh  Kansas  Infantry , of  skirmish  at 

Reed’s  Mountain. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  December,  1862,  Company  H,  of  the 
Eleventh  Kansas  Infantry,  marched  with  a detachment  of  that  regiment 
from  line  of  battle,  near  Cane  Hill,  Ark.,  to  the  foot  of  the  Boston 
Mountains,  at  which  place  Company  H was  ordered  to  relieve  the  ad- 
vance, stationed  near  the  top  of  the  mountain,  which  was  composed  of 
a detachment  of  the  Second  Kansas  Cavalry.  The  company  remained 
5 R E — YOL  XXII,  PT  i 
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at  this  station  until  about  12  o’clock,  when  we  were  ordered  to  withdraw  ; 
to  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 

Soon  after,  the  advance  of  the  enemy  appeared  in  sight,  on  the  brow  \ 
of  the  mountain,  and  the  company  was  again  ordered  forward.  Having  ] 
deployed  in  line  of  skirmishers,  we  advanced  and  drove  the  enemy  be-  ! 
yond  the  old  advance  position,  when,  the  enemy  appearing  in  force, 
we  retired  to  the  point  we  had  occupied  in  the  morning,  and  formed,  < 
being  protected  by  a ledge  of  rocks,  where  we  repulsed  the  advancing  j 
enemy,  who  retreated  out  of  range  of  our  guns  and  formed  with  a large 
force. 

Captain  [S.  J.]  Crawford,  of  the -Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  at  this  time  ' 
came  up  with  a detachment  of  his  regiment,  and  assumed  command.  A 
second  charge  was  now  made  by  the  enemy,  but  was  repulsed  with  j 
loss. 

The  enemy  being  again  re-enforced,  a third  charge  was  made,  with  the 
determination  to  carry  the  position,  but  they  were  driven  back  with 
heavy  loss. 

The  superior  force  of  the  enemy  enabled  them  to  outflank  our  small  ij. 
advance,  which  they  were  doing,  when  Captain  Crawford  ordered  the  ji 
advance  to  retire  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain.  Company  H was  ordered  | 
to  guard  a road  coming  down  the  mountain,  where  it  remained  during  1 
the  night  of  the  6th.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  it  was  ordered  to  join  i 
the  regiment  en  route  for  the  battle-field  of  Prairie  Grove. 

This  was  the  first  time  that  Company  H was  under  heavy  fire,  and  I j 
feel  it  my  duty,  as  w’ell  as  a pleasure,  to  say  that  every  man  stood  up 
to  the  work  faithfully,  and  did  his  duty  as  became  an  American  citizen  j 
fighting  the  enemies  of  his  country. 

JOEL  HUKTOOK, 

Captain  Company  H , Eleventh  Kansas  Volunteer  Infantry. 


DECEMBER  4-12,  1862. — Operations  in  the  Cherokee  Country,  Indian  Ter-*" 

ritory. 

Report  of  Col.  Stand  Watie , First  Cherolcee  Regiment. 

Scullyyille,  C.  K,  December  19,  1862.  9 

General  : On  Wednesday  morning,  December  3, 1 received  an  order.  I 
from  you  inclosing  instructions  from  Major-General  Hindman  to  pro-'| 
ceed  to  the  neighborhood  of  Evansville,  and,  if  possible,  open  a com- 1 
muuication  with  the  pickets  of  the  Confederate  army  on  the  Line  read.,  i 
I therefore  notified  you,  by  express,  that  I would  be  at  Peyton’s  Spring, j £ 
4 or  5 miles  from  Evansville,  on  Friday  evening  (5th),  to  meet  with  the: 
detachment  from  Fort  Coffee. 

Thursday  evening  (4th),  I took  a line  of  march  with  about  400  menu 
for  the  place  designated  ; halted  at  Dwight  Mission  until  daylight. 

In  the  morning  sent  out  scouts  on  each  side  of  the  road ; met  with 
Pin  Indians  in  small  parties  at  various  places  on  that  day,  killing  sev- : 
eral.  Arrived  at  Peyton’s  Spring  that  evening  afte.r  dark.  The  de-  * 
tachment  from  Fort  Coffee,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  [S.  N.]  Folsom, 
had  not  yet  arrived. 

Early  next  morning  (Saturday,  the  6th)  sent  a scout  to  Evansville,  in 
order  to  communicate  with  the  pickets  of  our  army ; found  none,  but  on 
entering  the  town  discovered  a Federal  scout  going  out ; learned  from 
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the  citizens  that  our  pickets  had  not  been  there  since  the  Monday  before 
(December  1);  sent  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  Dutch  Mills  ; was  not 
able  to  learn  anything  of  our  army.  The  enemy  were  then  in  force  at 
Cane  Hill  and  had  pickets  near  the  Dutch  Mills.  I remained  in  that 
vicinity  until  late  that  evening,  when' I considered  it  prudent  to  retire 
down  Lee’s  Creek  and  communicate  with  Colonel  Folsom,  which  I did 
that  night  about  5 miles  from  camp  (Peyton’s  Spring).  The  detach- 
ment under  Colonel  Folsom  consisted  of  about  150  dismounted  Choc- 
taws, Captain  Gatlin’s  company  of  Texas  Rangers,  and  detachment  of 
Bryan’s  battalion,  under  Captain  Miller,  the  whole  amounting  to  200  men.- 

On  Sunday  morning  I sent  a scout  to  the  Line  road,  but  found  no 
pickets  on  that  road ; same  day  cannonading  was  heard  at  a distance. 
That  evening  marched  back  to  the  camp  at  Peyton’s  Spring. 

Monday  morning  took  possession  of  Dutch  Mills  and  notified  General 
Hindman  of  the  fact.  Not  being  able  to  hear  anything  reliable  from 
our  army,  Captain  Wells  was  dispatched  Tuesday  morning  to  commu- 
nicate with  General  Hindman,  supposed  to  be  somewhere  near  Cane 
Hill;  moved  my  camp  nearer  the  Line;  kept  a company  at  the  Dutch 
Mills. 


On  Wednesday  evening  (10th)  received  information,  considered  relia- 
ble, that  the  Pins  were  concentrating  at  Manus’,  10  miles  from  my  camp, 
with  the  intention  of  attacking  us  the  next  night. 

Early  next  morning  I moved  upon  them  5 soon  dispersed  them  into 
the  mountains  without  any  damage  to  our  men,  with  the  exception  of 
three  horses  shot.  We  did  not  follow  them  far  into  the  mountains. 
Three  Pins  were  killed  and  1 wounded.  Quite  a number  of  them  were 
in  uniform,  thought  to  be  soldiers.  Sutler  tickets  were  found  in  pos- 
session of  some  that  were  killed  previous  to  that  fight. 

Friday  (the  12th),  I moved  back  my  command  in  the  direction  of 
Webber’s  Falls,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  you,  Colonel  Folsom’s 
detachment  having  been  previously  ordered  to  fall  back  with  the  train 
in  the  direction  of  Fort  Coffee. 

On  the  day  of  the  battle  at  Prairie  Grove  the  enemy  sent  his  trains 
on  a.  different  route  from  the  Dutch  Mills. 

On  the  expedition  we  killed  10  Pins  and  took  3 prisoners.  One 
being  quite  young  and  another  badly  wounded,  were  released. 

Respectfully, 


Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper. 


STAND  WATIE, 

Colonel , Commanding , efic. 


DECEMBER  7,  18G2. — Battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Fayetteville,  or  Illinois 

Creek,  Ark. 

REPORTS. 

'io.  1.—  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis;  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Missouri. 

So*  ^ Brig-  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Array  of  the  Frontier, 
with  congratulations  from  General  Curtis, 
so.  3.— Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Army  of  the  Frontier. 

To.  4.— Col.  John  M.  Richardson,  Fourteenth  Missouri  State  Militia,  Cavalry. 

To.  5.— Col.  William  Weer,  Tenth  Kansas  Infantry,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
First  Division. 

To.  6.— Maj.  Henry  H.  Williams,  Tenth  Kansas  Infantry. 
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No.  7.- 
No.  8.- 
No.  9.- 
No.  10.- 
No.  11.- 
No.  12.- 
No.  13.- 
No.  14.- 


No.  15.- 


No.  16.— 


No.  17.- 
No.  18.- 
No.  19.- 
No.  20.- 


No.  21.- 
No.  22.- 
No.  23.- 
No.  24.- 
No.  25.- 
No.  26.- 


No.  27.- 
No.  28.- 
No.  29.- 
No.  30.- 
No.  31.- 


No.  32. 
No.  33. 
No.  34. 
No.  35. 
No.  36. 


No.  37. 
No.  38. 
No.  39. 
No.  40. 


-Col.  William  F.  Cloud,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

-Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  H.  Wattles,  First  Indian  Home  Guards. 

-Lieut.  Col.  Owen  A.  Bassett,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry. 

-Capt.  Henry  Hopkins,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  commanding  battery. 

-Col.  Thomas  Ewing, jr., Eleventh  Kansas  Infantry. 

-Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Moonlight,  Eleventh  Kansas  Infantry. 

Capt.  John  W.  Rabb,  Second  Indiana  Battery. 

-Brig.  Gen.  Francis  J.  Herron,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  and  Third 
Divisions. 

-Col.  Daniel  Huston,  jr.,  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry,  commanding  Second 
Division. 

Col.  John  G.  Clark,  Twenty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding  First  Bri- 
gade. 

Lieut.  Herman  Borris,  Battery  A,  Second  Illinois  Light  Artillery. 

Capt.  Milton  H.  Brawner,  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Lafayette  Bunner,  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Col.  William  McE.  Dye,  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  Charles  Black,  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry. 

•Capt.  Frederick  J.  Abbey,  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  B.  Leake,  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery,  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Capt.  David  Murphy,  Battery  F,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery. 

Col.  Dudley  Wickersham,  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
Third  Division. 

•Col.  James  0.  Gower,  First  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Maj.  William  H.  Miller,  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Bertram,  Twentieth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

•Capt.  Frank  Backof,  Battery  L,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery. 

■Col.  William  W.  Orme,  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade. 

■Lieut.  Col.  John  McNulta,  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  Infantry. 

-Maj.  Daniel  Kent,  Nineteenth  Iowa  Infantry. 

-Lieut.  Joseph  Foust,  Battery  E,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery. 

-Capt.  Amos  L.  Burrows,  First  Missouri  Cavalry. 

-Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  Hindman,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Corps, 
Trans-Mississippi  Army,  including  preliminary  skirmishes. 

-Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Marmaduke,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth  Division, 
including  preliminary  skirmishes. 

-Col.  Joseph  O.  Shelby,  Missouri  Cavalry  (Confederate),  commanding  Fourth 
Missouri  Cavalry  Brigade,  including  preliminary  skirmishes. 

-Col.  J.  C.  Monroe,  Arkansas  Cavalry,  commanding  brigade,  including  skir- 
mish at  Reed’s  Mountain. 


-Col.  Emmett  MacDonald,  Missouri  Cavalry  (Confederate),  commanding  bn- 


No.  41.- 
No.  42.- 
No.  43.- 


gade. 

-Lieut.  Col.  M.  L.  Young,  MacDonald’s  cavalry. 

-Lieut.  Col.  R.  P.  Crump,  First  Texas  Partisan  Cavalry. 
-Capt.  Henry  C.  West,  Arkansas  battery  (Confederate). 


No.  1. 


Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis , Z7.  S.  Army , commanding  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  December  9,  1S62 — 3 p.  m 
My  forces  and  the  Army  of  the  Frontier  united  near  Fayetteville  in 
the  midst  of  a hard-fought  battle.  General  Blunt  had  sustained  his  ' 
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position  at  Cane  Hill  till  Saturday  night,  when  the  enemy,  25,000  strong, 
under  General  Hindman,  attempted  a flank  movement  on  his  left  to 
prevent  the  arrival  of  General  Herron’s  forces,  which  have  been  ap- 
proaching for  four  days  by  forced  marches.  Sunday,  about  10  a.  m., 
the  enemy  attacked  General  Herron  near  Fayetteville,  who,  by  gallant 
and  desperate  fighting,  held  him  in  check  for  three  hours,  until  General 
Blunt’s  division  came  up  and  attacked  him  in  the  rear.  The  fight  con- 
tinued desperate  until  dark.  Our  troops  bivouacked  on  the  battle-field, 
while  the  enemy  retreated  across  the  Boston  Mountains.  The  loss  on 
both  sides  is  heavy,  but  much  the  greater  on  the  side  of  the  enemy,  our 
artillery  creating  terrible  slaughter  in  their  greater  numbers.  The  ene- 
my had  great  advantage  in  position.  Among  the  enemy’s  killed  were 
Colonel  Steen,  formerly  brigadier-general,  Missouri  State  Guard.  Both 
Generals  Herron  and  Blunt  deserve  special  commendation  for  their 
gallantry  in  the  battle  of  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

SAML.  B.  CUBTIS, 
Major-General , Commanding. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief. 

December  10, 1862. 

Further  details  are  received  from  Generals  Blunt  and  Herron  from 
the  battle-ground  of  Prairie  Grove,  near  Fayetteville,  Ark.  Our  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  is  now  estimated  at  1,000;*  that  of  the  enemy  at  over 
2,000.  The  rebels  left  many  of  their  dead  and  most  of  their  wounded 
for  us  to  care  for.  Extensive  hospitals  will  be  improvised  in  Fayette- 
ville. Prisoners  returned  report  the  enemy  28,000  strong.  Their  artil- 
lery was  much  crippled.  We  took  four  caissons,  filled  with  ammuni- 
tion, and  a large  number  of  small-arms.  General  Blunt  moves  forward 
to-day  to  Cane  Hill,  General  Herron  remaining  at  Prairie  Grove,  bury- 
ing the  dead  and  providing  for  the  wounded.  The  enemy  muffled  their 
wheels  and  moved  off  in  the  night,  continuing  their  retreat  to  Van  Buren, 
probably  crossing  Arkansas  Biver.  Colonel  [8.]  McFarland,  Nineteenth 
Iowa,  is  killed.  Colonel  [J.  C.]  Black,  Thirty-seventh  Illinois ; Major 
[W.  G.]  Thompson,  Twentieth  Iowa,  and  a large  number  of  subaltern 
officers,  wounded.  It  was  a hard-fought  battle  and  complete  victory. 

SAML.  B.  CUBTIS, 

Major-  General. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief  Washington , D.  C. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt , U.  S.  • Army , commanding  Army 
of  the  Frontier , with  congratulations  from  General  Curtis. 

Army  of  the  Frontier, 

In  the  Field , near  Fayetteville , Ark.,  December  8,  1862. 
General  : This  place,  on  yesterday,  was  the  scene  of  a hard-fought 
and  bloody  field,  resulting  in  a complete  victory  to  the  Army  of  tbe 
Frontier.  The  rebel  forces,  under  Generals  Hindman,  Marmaduke, 
Parsons,  and  Frost,  numbered  25,000.  My  whole  force  in  the  field  did 
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not  exceed  8,000.  I liad  been  holding  the  enemy  on  the  Boston  Mount- 
ains for  two  days,  skirmishing  with  their  advance  and  holding  them  in 
check  until  General  Herron  could  come  up  with  re-enforcements. 

On  the  7th,  they  drove  in  my  outposts ; got  possession  of  the  road,  by 
which  they  commenced  a flank  movement  on  my  left  during  the  night, 
while  they  made  a heavy  feint  in  front.  Their  object  was  to  cut  off 
communication  between  myself  and  General  Herron,  who  was  to  be  at 
Fayetteville  at  daylight.  They  attacked  General  Herron  at  about  10 
a.  in.,  who,  by  gallant  and  desperate  fighting,  held  them  in  check  for 
three  hours,  until  I came  up  and  attacked  them  in  the  rear.  The  fight- 
ing was  desperate  on  both  sides,  and  continued  until  it  was  terminated 
by  the  darkness  of  the  night.  My  command  bivouacked  on  their  arms, 
ready  to  renew  the  conflict  at  daylight  in  the  morning;  but  the  enemy 
had  availed  themselves  of  the  night  to  retreat  across  the  Boston  Mount- 
ains. The  loss  on  both  sides  has  been  heavy.  My  loss  in  killed  is  small  J 
in  xiroportion  to  the  number  of  wounded.  The  enemy’s  loss,  compared  | 
with  ours,  is  at  least  four  to  one.  My  artillery  made  terrible  destruc-  i 
tion  in  their  ranks.  They  had  greatly  the  advantage  in  numbers  and 
position,  yet  Generals  Marmaduke  and  Hindman  acknowledged  to  me,  i 
in  an  interview  under  a flag  of  truce,  that  they  had  been  well  whipped,  j 
Among  the  enemy’s  killed  was  Colonel  Steen,  formerly  brigadier- gen-  | 
era!  of  the  Missouri  State  Guard.  The  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth  Iowa,  | 
Thirty- seventh  Illinois,  and  Twenty-sixth  Indiana  Regiments,  of  Gen-  j; 
eral  Herron’s  division,  suffered  severely.  General  Herron  deserves 
great  credit  for  the  promptness  with  which  he  re-enforced  me  by  forced 
marches  from  near  Springfield,  as  also  for  his  gallantry  upon  the  field. 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier - General , Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis. 


Prairie  Grove,  Ark., 

December  9,  1862. 

The  enemy  did  not  stop  in  their  flight  until  they  had  crossed  the  Bos- 
ton Mountains,  and  are  probably,  ere  this,  across  the  Arkansas  River. 
1 shall  move  my  advance  to-day  to  Cane  Hill.  I shall  establish  a gen- 
eral hospital  at  Fayetteville.  Shall  I not  extend  the  telegraph  to  that 
place  ? The  enemy’s  killed  and  wounded  between  1,500  and  2,000 ; a 
large  proportion  of  them  killed.  One  hundred  of  their  wounded  have 
died  since  the  battle,  and  a large  proportion  of  others  are  wounded  mor- 
tally, showing  the  terrible  effect  of  my  artillery.  My  casualties  will  be 
about  200  killed  and  500  wounded.  Most  of  the  wounded  will  recover. 
The  enemy  have  left  their  wounded  on  my  hands,  and  most  of  their 
dead  uncared  for.  They  are  being  buried  by  my  command.  Hindman 
admitted  his  force  to  be  28,000.  Major  Hubbard,  who  was  a prisoner 
with  them  all  day  of  the  fight,  counted  twenty  regiments  of  infantry 
and  twenty  pieces  of  artillery.  They  had  no  train  with  them,  and 
muffled  the  wheels  of  their  artillery  in  making  their  retreat.  Four 
caissons,  filled  with  ammunition,  were  taken  from  the  enemy.  The 
Twentieth  Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  in  addition  to  those  men- 
tioned yesterday,  suffered  severely  in  charging  one  of  the  enemy’s 
batteries,  which  they  took,  but  were  unable  to  hold. 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  T.  J.  Weed, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fort  Leavenworth. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Rhea’s  Mills , ArJ:.,  December  20,  18G2. 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  2d  instant,  and 
four  days  subsequent  to  the  battle  of  Cane  Hill,  or  Boston  Mountains, 
of  November  28,  I obtained  reliable  information  that  the  entire  force 
of  infantry  and  artillery  of  General  Hindman’s  armv  had  crossed  the 
Arkansas  Biver  and  joined  General  Marmaduke  at  Lee’s  Creek,  15 
miles  north  of  Yan  Bnren,  to  which  point  the  latter  had  retreated  after 
the  battle  of  the  28th  ultimo.  I further  learned  that  the  united  forces 
under  General  Hindman’s  command  numbered  between  25,000  and  30,000 
men,  and  that  he  designed  advancing  upon  me  in  case  I did  not  attack 
him  south  of  the  mountains. 

.Determined  to  hold  my  position  at  Cane  Hill,  unless  driven  from  it 
by  a superior  force,  I immediately  telegraphed  to  the  Second  and  Third 
Divisions  to  come  to  my  support  by  forced  marches.  I may  here  men- 
tion that  I had  no  knowledge  of  the  whereabouts  of  these  two  divisions 
except  from  rumor,  and  had  not  been  apprised  of  their  movements  or 
locality  for  a period  of  over  two  weeks.  My  telegraphic  dispatch  reached 
General  Herron,  commanding  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  on  the 
3d,  who  promptly  responded  to  my  order,  keeping  me  advised,  by  tele- 
graph from  Elkhorn,  of  his  progress.  The  Second  and  Third  Brigades 
of  the  First  Division,  with  my  headquarters,  were  at  Cane  Hill;  the 
First  Biigade  at  Bhca’s  Mills,  8 miles  north,  where  a large  supply  train 
just  ai rived  fiom  Fort  Scott,  was  halted.  Mv  pickets  were  advanced 
G miles  beyond  Cane  Hill,  on  the  road  leading  to  Yan  Buren,  and  a 
strong  outpost  of  the  Second  Kansas  established  where  that  road  in- 
tersects the  Cove  Creek  road,  running  from  Fayetteville  to  Yan  Buren 
and  which  road  passes  about  G miles  east  of  Cane  Hill. 

■ On  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  this  outpost  was  attacked  by  a 
large  force  of  rebel  cavalry,  but  they  were  repulsed  and  driven  back 
some  6 miles  through  the  mountains.  Expecting  that  the  same  demon- 
?Sra^0?-nW0uld  be  rePeafced  on  the  next  morning,  I directed  Colonel 
V ‘ 9!oud’  commanding  the  Third  Brigade,  to  strengthen  this  post  by 
the  addition  of  100  cavalry  and  two  howitzers,  to  be  at  the  outpost  at 
daybreak.  In  consequence  of  this  order  not  being  promptly  carried  out 
and  the  support  not  arriving  at  the  time  directed,  the  pickets,  on  being 
attacked  about  daylight  by  a superior  force,  were  compelled  to  retire 
some  3 miles,  when,  support  having  reached  them,  they  held  the  ground 
during  the  day,  with  continual  skirmishing,  in  which  several  of  my  men 
were  wounded  and  a number  of  the  enemy  killed. 

The  enemy  had  now  got  possession  of  the  Cove  Creek  and  Fayette- 
ville road,  and  I learned  about  8 p.  m.  that  a force  of  about  10,000  had 
advanced  beyond  the  junction  of  the  Cove  Creek  road  with  the  Cane 
Mill  and  Yan  Buren  road,  and  were  massed  upon  the  mountain  in  front 
ol  my  outpost,  while  the  remainder  of  the  rebel  army  was  below  the 
)!nct“n  *he  r°ads  just  named,  about  3 miles  in  rear  of  their  advance, 
ihe  Third  Brigade,  under  Colonel  Cloud,  was  ordered  to  bivouac  for 
the  night  on  their  arms  upon  the  ground  south  of  the  town  that  I had 
selected  to  make  a stand  upon  in  case  I was  attacked  in  front. 

It  was  now  evident  that  a general  engagement  must  take  place  next 
day,  and  my  apprehensions  were  that  with  their  superior  numbers  they 
would  make  a feint  in  front,  while  with  their  main  force  they  would 
make  a flank  movement  on  my  left,  by  the  Cove  Creek  road,  to  inter- 
cept General  Herron  before  he  could  reach  me  from  Fayetteville,  which 
point  he  was  expected  to  reach  by  daylight  on  the  morning.of  the  7th. 
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About  9 p.  m.  of  tbe  6tli,  I received  a note  from  Colonel  [M.  La  Rue] 
Harrison,  of  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  who  had  been  ordered  down  i 
from  Elkhorn  at  the  same  time  that  General  Herron  started  from  Wilson’s  j 
Creek,  informing  me  that  he  had  arrived  at  Illinois  Creek,  8 miles  north 
of  Cane  Hill,  with  500  men,  and  that  his  horses  and  men  were  so  tired  j 
that  he  did  not  think  he  could  move  farther  until  Monday,  the  8th.  j 
Whether  his  regard  for  the  Sabbath  or  the  fear  of  getting  into  a fight  : 
prompted  him  to  make  such  a report  to  me,  I am  unable  to  say;  but,  ! 
judging  from  his  movements  that  he  was  not  a man  upon  whom  to  place  j 
much  reliance  on  the  battle-field,  I ordered  him  to  proceed  by  daybreak  ! 
to  Rhea’s  Mills,  to  guard  the  transportation  and  supply  trains  at  that  i 
point,  the  First  Brigade  having  been  ordered  to  join  me  at  Cane  Hill,  j 
Had  he,  instead  of  making  unnecessary  delay,  promptly  obeyed  that.  j 
order,  he  would  not  have  had  a portion  of  his  command  and  transporta-  j 
tion  captured  by  General  Marmaduke’s  advance,  as  occurred  on  the  j 
morning  of  the  7th. 

At  about  10  p.  m.  of  the  6th,  Colonel  [D.]  Wickersham,  with  about  1,600  I 
cavalry,  of  the  Second  Wisconsin,  First  Iowa,  Tenth  Illinois,  and  | 
Eighth  Missouri  Regiments,  who,  at  my  request,  had  been  sent  for- 
ward  by  General  Herron,  arrived  at  Cane  Hill.  I had,  as  I have  j 
before  remarked,  considerable  apprehension  that  a flank  movement  j 
would  be  attempted  on  my  left  during  the  night.  I therefore  determined  i 
to  send  a cavalry  force  across  on  a road  called  the  Hog-eye  road,  run-  j 
ning  from  the  north  part  of  Cane  Hill  east  to  the  Telegraph  road,  and  I 
crossing  the  Cove  Creek  and  Fayetteville  road  about  4 miles  north  of  f 
the  junction  of  the  latter  with  that  running  from  Cane  Hill  to  Van  i 
Buren,  already  referred  to,  and  from  which  my  outpost  had  been  driven  I 
in  the  morning. 

A Colonel  [J.  M.]  Richardson,  of  the  Fourteenth  Missouri  State  Mili*  jj 
tia,  who  had  arrived  during  the  day  with  about  150  men,  importuned  me  I 
to  be  detailed  for  this  service,  recommending  himself  as  a brave  man,  § 
eager  for  a fight.  Committing  the  folly  of  taking  him  upon  his  own  jj 
recommendation,  I furnished  him  100  additional  men,  making  his  force  | 
250.  Endeavoring  to  impress  upon  him  the  importance  of  the  trust  I 
with  which  he  was  confided,  and  stating  that  I expected  the  enemy  1 
would  advance  up  the  Cove  Creek  road  during  the  night,  I directed  Jj 
him  to  proceed  east  on  the  Hog-eye  road  to  the  crossing  of  the  Cove  I 
Creek  and  Fayetteville  road,  to  select  the  best  position  for  defense,  | 
sending  his  pickets  down  the  road  toward  the  enemy,  and,  if  their  col-  : 
umn  approached  in  that  direction,  to  resist  their  advance  to  the  last  i 
extremity,  and  notify  me  promptly  of  their  movements.  How  I was  jj 
deceived  in  sending  the  wrong  man  on  so  important  a service,  the  j 
sequel  will  show. 

At  daylight  on  Sunday  morning,  I had  the  transportation  of  the  Sec- 
ond  and  Third  Brigades,  of  the  First  Division,  hitched  up,  ready  to 
move  to  Rhea’s  Mills,  should  circumstances  render  it  necessary,  and  the  I 
Second  Brigade  was  ordered  to  the  front,  south  of  the  town,  where  the  j; 
Third  Brigade  had  bivouacked  during  the  night,  the  First  Brigade  and 
Colonel  Wickersham’s  brigade  of  cavalry  being  stationed  about  1£  miles 
in  the  rear,  on  the  north  side  of  the  town,  where  the  Hog-eye  road  in- 
terseets  that  between  Cane  Hill  and  Fayetteville,  and  where  it  was 
possible  the  enemy  might  attempt  to  come  in  upon  my  rear. 

About  7 o’clock,  with  my  staff,  I proceeded  to  the  front.  On  arriving 
there,  I learned  that  the  enemy  were  still  in  considerable  force  upon  the 
mountain,  and  so  soon  as  it  became  sufficiently  light  they  threw  several ! 
shots  from  their  artillery  at  my  advance  outpost,  which  was  replied  to  1 
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by  two  of  my  12-pounder  mountain  howitzers,  without  any  damage  to 
either  party.  I directed  Colonel  [W.  F.]  Cloud  to  withdraw  his  troops  on 
the  outposts,  with  the  view  of  drawing  them  out  and  ascertaining  their 
force  and  design.  Upon  my  advance  falling  back,  the  rebels  came  for- 
ward a short  distance  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  their  right  resting 
on  the  mountain,  their  left  extending  down  the  valley,  and  presenting 
a front  of  half  a mile.  It  now  became  evident  that  their  demonstration 
in  front  was  only  a feint,  and  that  their  main  force  had  gone  by  the 
Cove  Creek  road,"  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  communication  between 
General  Herron  and  myself,  and,  notwithstanding  that  I had  received 
no  intelligence  from  Colonel  Eichardson,  upon  whom  I had  relied  to 
watch  this  movement,  I determined  to  act  accordingly.  I immediately 
ordered  the  transportation  to  Ekea’s  Mills,  by  a road  leading  directly 
north  over  the  mountain,  guarded  by  the  Third  Indian  Eegiment  (Colo- 
nel Phillips),  keeping  the  bottom  road  on  the  right,  leading  to  the  same 
point,  and  also  the  Fayetteville  road,  open  for  the  movement  of  troops. 
I ordered  Colonel  Wickersham,  with  his  cavalry,  to  move  rapidly  in  the 
direction  of  Fayetteville  and  form  a junction  with  General  Herron.  He 
was  followed  by  General  [Frederick]  Salomon’s  brigade,  and  the  Second 
and  Third  Brigades  were  withdrawn  from  the  front  and  directed  to  move 
rapidly  on  the  Fayetteville  road. 

As  soon  as  I determined  on  this  disposition  of  the  forces  under  me, 
I sent  two  messenger  parties  with  dispatches  to  General  Herron,  ap 
prising  him  of  my  movements,  and  what  I believed  to  be  those  of  the 
enemy,  and  urged  him  to  press  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  that  we 
might  form  a junction  of  our  forces  before  Hindman  could  get  between 
Is,  and  also  directing  him  to  send  his  train  to  Ehea’s  Mills.  Neither  of 
these  dispatched  reached  him,  the  messengers  being  cut  oif  by  Marma- 
duke’s  advance. 

At  about  10  a.  in.,  and  after  the  whole  of  the  First  Division  was  in 
motion  toward  Fayetteville,  I received  the  first  intelligence  from  Colo- 
nel Eichardson,  who  coolly  informed  me  that  the  rebel  forces  had  been 
moving  up  the  Cove  Creek  and  Fayetteville  road  since  midnight,  and 
he  judged,  from  the  noise,  that  several  batteries  of  artillery  had  passed. 
I afterward  learned  that  Colonel  Eichardson,  instead  of  obeying  my 
orders,  had  only  gone  to  within  2 miles  of  the  Cove  Creek  road,  sending 
alight  picket  to  the  crossing,  which  was  driven  back  by  the  advance  of 
the  rebel  column  to  where  the  remainder  of  the  party  had  halted,  and 
where  the  valiant  colonel  was  content  to  remain  until  9 o’clock  the  next 
morning,  listening  to  the  tramp  of  the  rebel  army,  and  not  even  notify- 
ing me  of  the  fact  until  the  rear  of  their  column  had  passed.  The  con- 
duct of  Colonel  Eichardson  in  this  instance,  upon  whose  vigilance  and 
strict  compliance  with  orders  depended  the  safety  and  success  of  my 
command,  is,  to  say  the  least,  deserving  of  the  severest  censure. 

On  learning  that  Hindman’s  forces  had  passed  north,  I ordered  Colo- 
nel Judson,  with  his  regiment  (cavalry)  and  two  12- pounder  mountain 
howitzers,  to  proceed  rapidly  on  the  same  road  by  which  I had  sent 
Colonel  Eichardson  the  previous  night,  and  to  attack  and  harass  them 
in  the  rear,  which  order  he  executed  with  promptness  and  gallantry, 
attacking  them  in  the  rear  with  his  howitzers  and  following  them  2 or  3 
miles,  until  they  made  a stand  in  such  force  as  to  compel  him  to  with- 
draw his  command. 

Moving  with  my  staff  in  advance  of  the  First  Division,  on  reaching 
a point  some  3 miles  north  of  Cane  Hill,  where  a road  to  the  left 
leads  to  Ehea’s  Mills,  I learned  that  Colonel  Y^iekersham,  who  was  in 
the  advance  with  the  cavalry,  and  had  been  instructed  to  proceed 
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directly  on  the  Fayetteville  road,  and  furnished  with  a guide,  instead 
of  doing  so  had  taken  the  left-hand  road  to  the  mills.  Not  deeming  iti' 
prudent,  under  all  the  circumstances,  to  separate  my  command,  I wasii 
compelled  to  follow  the  same  road,  in  order  to  get  my  forces  concern!; 
trated.  On  coming  up  with  Colonel  Wickersham,  I ordered  him  to  pro- ; 
ceed  in  the  direction  of  Fayetteville  with  all  of  his  cavalry,  and  en- 
deavor to  open  communication  with  General  Herron.  I also  sent  for- 
ward Major  [E.  A.]  Calkins,  with  the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  for  the 
same  purpose.  But  a few  minutes  elapsed  after  Colonel  Wickersham. 
had  started  with  his  command,  when  I heard  the  discharge  of  artillery:! 
in  a northeast  direction,  and  immediately  moved  rapidly,  with  the  Second  i 
and  Third  Brigades,  in  the  direction  of  the  firing,  leaving  the  First  Bri- 1 
gade  (General  Salomon’s)  to  guard  the  trains  at  Bhea’s  Mills.  It  was; 
now  between  12  and  1 o'clock.  The  distance  to  where  the  firing  was<! 
heard  was  about  5 miles,  by  an  obscufe  road,  leading  through  a valley,: 
with  strips  of  prairie  and  brush  alternating  across  it.  The  firing  be- 
tween General  Herron’s  command  and  the  rebel  forces  was  confined  to  | 
artillery,  which,  as  I approached  the  field,  became  more  rapid. 

At  1.45  o’clock  I came  upon  the  field,  in  advance  of  the  First  Division,  j 
when  a hasty  reconnaissance  discovered  the  enemy  in  superior  force,! 
strongly  posted  upon  elevated  ground,  behind  timber,  with  the  Fayette- 
ville road  (on  which  he  had  advanced)  running  through  it  northeast  and  j 
southwest.  On  the  north  and  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  lines  was  an  open  i 
valley,  divided  into  large  fields,  a portion  of  them  cultivated  in  corn. 
At  the  east  end  of  this  valley  General  Herron,  with  the  Second  and 
Third  Divisions,  was  engaged  with  the  enemy,  having  met  their  advance  i 
early  in  the  day  and  driven  them  back  to  that  position. 

For  the  details  of  the  engagement  between  the  rebels  and  the  Second 
and  Third  Divisions,  under  General  Herron,  up  to  the  time  when  I camei 
upon  the  field,  I refer  you  to  the  report  of  that  gallant  officer. 

The  road  on  which  my  column  was  advancing  entered  the  valley  at 
its  western  extremity  and  in  front  of  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy.  They  I 
had  no  intimation  of  my  approach  on  that  road,  until  a large  force  bf'l 
their  infantry,  which,  for  the  purpose  of  flanking  General  Herron’s  j 
division  and  overwhelming  it  by  superior  numbers,  had  been  massed'! 
upon  their  left,  was  suddenly  confronted  by  the  troops  of  the  Firsfij 
Division,  when  the  engagement  soon  became  general  along  their  entire- 
line. 

At  about  2 o’clock  the  fire  from  the  artillery  of  the  First  Division  was 
commenced  by  Babb’s  battery,  which  oj>ened  a cross-fire  upon  two  rebel:  j 
batteries  and  a heavy  body  of  infantry  that  were  fronting  and  engaged  j 
with  General  Herron’s  division.  A few  moments  later  and  Tenney’s  bat-  j 
tery  of  Parrott  guns  came  into  position  on  the  right  and  Hopkins’  bat-] I 
tery  on  the  left  of  Captain  [ J.  W.]  Babb’s.  The  fire  from  all  three  of  these  j 
batteries  was  first  directed  to  the  enemy’s  right,  where  two  batteries  ol  \ 
the  rebels  and  a heavy  body  of  their  infantry  were  engaged  with  the 
Second  and  Third  Divisions.  Shell  and  case-shot  from  these  eighteen 
pieces  were  hurled  upon  the  enemy’s  right  with  terrible  effect.  The 
rebel  artillery  and  infantry,  being  driven  from  this  position  under  cover 
of  the  wood,  the  three  batteries  above  named  ceased  firing,  when  the 
infantry  of  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  advanced  upon  the  enemy’s  j 
right,  and  the  fire  of  musketry  was  opened  on  both  sides  with  great  vigor. 
The  Twentieth  Wisconsin  and  Nineteenth  Iowa  gallantly  charged  the  i 
rebel  batteries  and  drove  the  enemy  from  their  guns,  but  were  unable 
to  hold  them,  in  consequence  of  being  overwhelmed  by  a superior  force.  ^ 
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The  Twenty-sixth  Indiana  and  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  subsequently 
charged  the  same  batteries  with  the  same  result. 

Observing  that  the  enemy  had  now  thrown  a large  force  upon  my  center 
and  right,  I directed  the  infantry  of  the  First  Division  to  enter  the  wood 
and  engage  them,  which  order  was  executed  with  promptness,  Colonel 
{William]  Weer  leading  the  Tenth  and  Thirteenth  Kansas  Regiments 
of  his  brigade  .upon  the  right  5 a portion  of  the  Second  Kansas  (dis- 
mounted), under  command  of  Capt.  S.  J.  Crawford $ the  right  wing  of  the 
Eleventh  Kansas,  under  Colonel  [Thomas]  Ewing,  jr.,  and  the  First  In- 
dian, under  Colonel  [S.  H.]  Wattles,  upon  the  left  5 the  Twentieth  Iowa 
Regiment  advancing  upon  the  left  of  the  Indians,  the  left  wing  of  the 
Eleventh  Kansas,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  [T.]  Moonlight,  supporting 
Rabb’s  and  [H.]  Hopkins7  batteries.  The  First  Iowa,  Tenth  Illinois, 
Eighth  Missouri,  and  the  First  Battalion  of  the  Second  Wisconsin  Cav- 
alry, under  Colonel  Wickersham,  and  the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry, 
under  Major  Calkins,  were  directed  to  proceed  to  my  extreme  right  to 
watch  any  flank  movement  of  the  enemy  that  might  be  attempted  in 
that  direction,  and  also  to  guard  the  road  leading  to  Rhea7s  Mills,  and 
prevent  communication  being  cut  off  with  the  First  Brigade  (General 
Salomons). 

The  contest  by  this  time  (about  3 p.  m.)  had  become  vigorous  and 
determined.  The  entire  infantry  of  the  three  divisions,  and  also  a por- 
tion of  the  Second  Kansas  (dismounted),  were  engaged  in  the  wood 
with  the  rebel  infantry,  three  times  their  number.  The  rattling  of 
musketry,  uninterrupted  for  fully  three  hours,  was  terrific.  The  con- 
tending armies  swayed  to  and  fro,  each  alternately  advancing  and  re- 
tiring. Some  rebel  sharpshooters,  firing  from  the  windows  of  a house 
situated  in  the  edge  of  the  wood  and  a little  to  my  left,  were  evidently 
directing  their  compliments  specially  to  myself  and  staff.  I directed 
Captain  Rabb  to  open  upon  it  with  shell,  and  in  a few  moments  the 
house  was  in  flames. 

While  the  infantry  was  vigorously  contesting  every  inch  of  ground,  I 
directed  Lieutenant  [E.  S.]  Stover,  with  two  12-pounder  mountain  how- 
itzers, to  advance  into  the  wood,  which  he  promptly  did,  taking  position 
on  a little  knoll  on  the  right  of  the  Eleventh  Kansas,  and  directing  his 
guns  across  a small  field,  where  a heavy  force  of  rebels  were  massed.  He 
poured  into  them  his  canister  and  shell  until  his  ammunition  was  ex- 
hausted and  his  horses  shot  down,  being  compelled  to  bring  away  his 
guns  by  hand.  I then  directed  Lieutenant  [M.  D.]  Tenney  to  advance 
his  battery  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  on  the  left  of  the  Eleventh  Kansas, 
taking  position  about  200  yards  in  front  of  the  rebel  ranks.  From  his 
six  10-pounder  Parrott  guns  he  opened  on  them  with  terrible  effect, 
timing  them  back  with  great  slaughter. 

Learning  that  a heavy  force  was  massing  on  my  right  with  a view  of 
turning  my  flank,  I immediately  withdrew  Tenney7s  battery,  and  pro- 
ceeded with  it  to  an  open  field  on  the  right,  at  the  same  time  direct- 
ing the  infantry  to  withdraw  from  the  wood,  in  order  to  draw  the 
enemy  from  under  cover  and  within  range  of  my  artillery.  On  reach- 
ing the  open  field  on  tbeir  right,  just  alluded  to,  I discovered  the  en- 
tire division  of  General  Frost  advanced  to  the  edge  of  the  timber,  and 
about  200  yards  distant.  They  opened  upon  us  a fierce  fire  from  En- 
neld  rifles,*  and  were  in  the  act  of  throwing  down  the  fence  to  make 
an  assault  on  the  battery,  which  had  no  support  except  my  own  staff 
and  body  guard ; but  Lieutenant  Tenney,  with  commendable  prompt- 
ness, wheeled  his  guns  into  position,  when  their  destructive  fire  of 
canister  and  shell  soon  sent  the  rebel  hordes  back  under  cover  of 


'76 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Cuaf.  XXXIV. 


the  wood.  At  the  same  time  a lire  from  the  two  mountain  howitzers, 
attached  to  the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  was  directed  upon  them, 
farther  on  my  right,  with  good  effect.  It  was  here  that  the  rebel  Gen- 
eral Steen  fell.  A few  minutes  after  this  last  repulse  of  the  enemy  by 
Lieutenant  Tenney,  a rebel  battery  of  ten  gnus,  supported  by  a heavy 
body  of  infantry,  opened  from  their  extreme  left,  when,  bringing  his 
guns  to  bear  in  that  direction,  he,  in  less  than  ten  minutes,  silenced 
their  battery,  dismounting  two  of  their  guns  and  driving  them  from 
the  position  with  a severe  loss.  While  this  attempt  was  being  made 
to  charge  my  artillery  on  the  right,  the  same  demonstration  was  made 
upon  Babb’s  and  Hopkins’  batteries,  the  enemy  following  up  my  in- 
fantry as  they  retired  from  the  wood,  and  with  a wild  shout  rushed  out  j 
from  under  cover  of  the  trees,  when  the  two  batteries,  supported  by  the  i 
infantry  of  the  Eleventh  Eegiment,  belched  forth  a perfect  storm  of . 
canister,  producing  immense  slaughter  in  their  ranks  and  compelling ! 
them  again  to  retire.  As  darkness  approached,  the  fire,  which  from 
both  artillery  and.  musketry  had  been  terrific  and  uninterrupted  for 
over  three  hours,  gradually  ceased  along  the  whole  line,  and  my  com-  j 
mand  bivouacked  upon  their  arms,  ready  to  renew  the  conflict  at,  early 
dawn. 

I could  not  tell  with  any  certainty  the  extent  of  the  damage  done' 
the  enemy,  but  knowing  that  they  had  a force  greatly  superior  to  mine 
in  numbers,  I felt  assured  that  they  would  give  us  battle  again  in  the: 
morning,  and  made  my  arrangements  accordingly. 

My  wounded  were  all  cared  for  during  the  night,  the  transportation  ,; 
and  supply  trains  of  the  whole  army  sent  to  Fayetteville,  and  General, 
Salomon’s  brigade,  which  had  been  left  at  Bhea’s  Mills,  ordered  to  the- 
field;  ammunition  was  brought  up  and  distributed,  some  refreshments! 
obtained  for  the  men,  and  everything  was  in  readiness  to  renew  the 
battle  at  the  first  dawn  of  day  ; but  daylight  revealed  the  fact  that  the, 
enemy  had  availed  themselves  of  the  night  to  retreat  across  the  Boston,] 
Mountains.  Their  transportation  had  been  left  south  of  the  mountains,!: 
and  their  retreat  thereby  made  unincumbered  and  stealthily.  I am 
assured  by  my  men  who  were  prisoners  with  them,  as  well  as  by  desert-  i 
ers  from  their  ranks,  that  they  tore  up  the  blankets  of  their  men  to 
muffle  the  wheels  of  their  artillery. 

Just  before  daylight  I received  a note  from  General  Hindman,  under; 
a flag  of  truce,  requesting  a personal  interview,  to  make  provision  for;< 
caring  for  his  dead  and  wounded.  On  meeting  him,  I soon  became  sat-;  i 
isfied  that  no  other  force  was  there,  except  his  staff  and  escort  and  a 
party  left  to  take  care  of  the  wounded,  and  that  his  forces  had  com-  ; 
menced  retreating  early  the  previous  night. 

On  looking  over  the  battle-field  in  the  morning,  it  soon  became  evi-  - 
dent  that  the  enemy  had  been  most  roughly  handled,  and  that  our 
artillery  had  made  fearful  slaughter  in  their  ranks.  Though  many  had 
been  already  carried  away,  their  dead  lay  strewn  over  its  whole  extent.  I 

The  entire  Federal  loss  is  : Killed,  1G7 ; wounded,  798;  missing,  183;!  I 
total,  1,148.*  Of  the  missing,  the  greater  portion  were  taken  pris-  f 
oners,  and  have  been  since  exchanged.  The  enemy’s  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  cannot  fall  short  of  3,000,  and  will  probably  much  exceed 
that  number,  as  many  of  them,  not  severely  wounded,  were  taken  to  Van 
Buren.  Their  loss  in  killed  upon  the  grouud  will  reach  1,000,  the  greatei 
number  of  whom  have  been  buried  by  my  command.  The  entire  force  i 
of  Federal  troops  engaged  did  not  exceed  7,000,  about  3,000  cavalry  not  ; 


But  see  revised  statement,  p.  86. 
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Raving  been  brought  into  action.  The  enemy’s  force,  according  to  their 
own  admission,  was  28,000,  and  all  well  armed,  mostly  with  the  Enfield 
rifle. 

Many  instances  of  individual  gallantry  and  daring  occurred  during 
the  day,  for  an  account  of  which  I refer  you  to  the  reports  of  regimental, 
brigade,  and  division  commanders.  As  the  immediate  commander  of 
the  First  Division,  I deem  it  but  justice  to  say  of  Col.  William  Weer, 
commanding  the  Second  Brigade,  that  he  behaved  throughout  with 
great  gallantry,  leading  his  men  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight.  The  same 
is  true  of  Colonel  [T.  M.]  Bowen  and  Maj.  H.  H.  Williams,  commanding 
regiments  in  the  same  brigade.  Capt.  S.  J.  Crawford,  of  the  Second 
Kansas  Cavalry,  who  commanded  a battalion  of  that  regiment  that 
fought  on  foot,  displayed  great  gallantry,  as  did  also  the  lamented 
Capt.  A.  P.  Bussell,  who  fell,  mortally  wounded.  Col.  Thomas  Ewing, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Moonlight,  and  Major  Plumb,  of  the  Eleventh  Kan- 
sas, gave  evidence  of  their  high  qualities  as  gallant  officers.  To  Cap- 
tains Babb  and  Hopkins  and  Lieutenants  Tenney  and  Stover,  who  served 
their  artillery  with  such  terrible  and  destructive  effect  upon  the  enemy’s 
ranks,  too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded.  All  did  their  duty  well  and 
nobly.  Men  of  Kansas,  Missouri,  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  and  Indiana 
mingled  their  blood  upon  the  same  field,  and  for  the  same  worthy  cause. 
For  their  deeds  of  valor  upon  the  field  of  Prairie  Grove,  their  native 
States  may  well  be  proud  of  them. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  availing  myself  of  the  occasion  to 
express  my  thanks  to  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron  for  the  promptness  with 
which  he  responded  to  my  order  to  re-enforce  me,  as  also  for  the  gal- 
lantry displayed  by  him  upon  the  field.  His  conduct  is  worthy  of  emu- 
lation and  deserving  of  the  highest  praise. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff,  Maj.  Y.  P.  Van  Antwerp,  inspector- gen- 
eral ; Capt.  Oliver  Barber,  chief  commissary ; Capt.  Lyman  Scott,  jr., 
acting  assistant  adjutant-generalj  and  Lieuts.  J.  Fin.  Hill,  H.  G.  Loring, 

• G.  M.  Waugb,  D.  Whittaker,  and  C.  H.  Haynes,  aides-de-camp,  who 
were  in  the  saddle,  and  with  me  constantly  from  before  daylight  in  the 
morning  until  the  close  of  the  action  after  dark,  I am  indebted  for  effi- 
cient and  valuable  services  on  the  field.  Made  a special  target  by  the 
rebel  troops,  in  obedience  to  the  notorious  address  of  their  commander 
(General  Hindman),  issued  on  the  eve  of  battle,  and  a printed  copy  of 
which,  over  his  signature,  each  of  them  carried  upon  his  person,  “to 
shoot  down  my  mounted  officers,”  they  were  saluted  wherever  they  rode 
by  a perfect  storm  of  balls  from  the  enemy’s  guns. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUKT, 
Brigadier - General , Commanding . 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  B.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri . 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Hdqrs.  First  Corps,  Trans-Miss.  Army,  December  9, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  in  the  Field  : 

General  : I send,  in  charge  of  Colonel  O’Kane,  C.  S.  Army,  who 
bears  this  flag,  the  medicines  and  hospital  stores  and  one  of  the  ambu- 
lances, captured  by  my  troops  in  the  engagement  of  the  7th  instant. 
The  other  ambulance  was  broken  down  and  left  on  the  roadside. 
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Colonel  O’Kane  also  takes  ambulances  and  supplies  for  my  wounded  j 
at  Prairie  Grove. 

On  yesterday,  during  our  interview,  one  of  my  officers  notified  me  \ 
that  men  of  your  command  were  removing  arms  from  the  battle-field. 

I called  your  attention  to  the  fact,  and  you  at  once  gave  to  Brigadier-  j 
General  Herron,  of  youi  command,  an  order  to  prevent  such  conduct. 
This  action  of  yours  was  perfectly  satisfactory  and  proper,  the  field  of  \ 
battle  being  in  my  possession,  and  your  officers  and  men  being  upon  it  ( 
only  by  virtue  of  the  truce  granted  by  me  at  your  request.  I hoped  | 
there  would  be  no  similar  ground  of  complaint,  but  information  has 
been  given  me  that  Brigadier-General  Herron,  the  officer  to  whom  you  \ 
gave  the  order,  did  in  person,  at  a part  of  the  field  where  there  were  ! 
but  few  of  my  men  and  many  of  yours,  require  my  men,  who  were  there 
collecting  arms,  to  lay  them  down,  under  a threat  to  arrest  them,  the  j 
arms  so  taken  from  my  men  numbering  between  50  and  60.  I request  I 
their  return  by  the  bearer  of  this. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

T.  C.  HINDMAK, 
Major-General , Commanding.  I 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Frontier,  December  10,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  T.  C.  Hindman, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forces : 

General:  Your  communication  of  December  9,  under  flag  of  truce  j. 
by  Colonel  O’Kane,  is  received.  1 had  already  sent  to  the  surgeon  in  ( 
charge  of  the  Confederate  hospital  5,000  rations  complete,  for  use  of  l 
your  wounded,  and  had  tendered  the  use  of  my  ambulances  to  send  |jj 
them  to  such  place  as  they  might  select  as  a general  hospital. 

In  response  to  your  complaint  of  General  Herron’s  men  gathering  up. I 
the  arms  upon  the  battle-field,  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  you  j 
have  an  entire  misapprehension  of  the  nature  of  the  flag  of  truce  re-  j 
ferred  to.  It  is  true  I sent  a surgeon  with  ambulances  to  your  lines  to  5 
gather  up  any  wounded  I might  have  on  the  ground  occupied  by  you.  j 
This  is  a privilege  I would  not  deny  an  enemy,  even  during  an  engage-  J 
ment,  without  being  accompanied  by  a flag  of  truce. 

It  is  true,  however,  that  you  seized  upon  this  pretext  as  the  occasion 
for  sending  me,  under  flag  of  truce,  three  communications,  the  last  one 
asking  a personal  interview.  This,  as  I then  suspected,  and  as  has  since  5 
proven  satisfactorily  to  be  the  case,  was  to  enable  you  to  make  good 
your  retreat,  which  was  commenced  early  in  the  night,  the  precaution  j 
having  been  taken  by  you  to  tear  up  your  blankets  and  muffle  the  i 
wheels  of  your  artillery,  that  you  might  move  stealthily  away. 

I had  no  other  intention  than  that  my  ambulances  should  return  be-  f 
fore  morning,  and  expected  to  renew  the  battle  at  daybreak.  Had  I 
not  ascertained  the  fact  about  daylight,  previous  to  your  requesting  an  t 
interview  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  to  care  for  the  dead  6 
and  wounded,  that  your  forces  had  stolen  away  during  the  night,  I 
should  not  have  granted  it,  but  would  have  attacked  you  at  early  dawn, 
notwithstanding  that  your  forces,  occupying  a strong  position  of  your 
own  choosing,  outnumbered  mine  as  three  to  one. 

That  you  should  claim  the  right  to  carry  oft*  the  arms  from  the  field 
by  the  men  you  had  detailed,  under  flag  of  truce,  to  bury  your  dead,  is 
not  only  simply  preposterous,  but  very  ridiculous. 
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I only  directed  General  Herron  to  keep  liis  men  in  the  rear  while  our 
personal  interview  lasted,  and  it  was  in  compliance  with  your  earnest 
md  repeated  request  that  I gave  you  six  hours  to  secure  yopr  own 
personal  safety  and  that  of  your  staff  and  body  guard,  which  time  I 
lave  learned  you  made  good  use  of,  instead  of  the  thirty-six  hours  that 
fou  petitioned  for,  and  which  I refused,  to  enable  your  whole  army  to 
5tampede  to  Van  Buren.  A flag  of  truce,  which  should  always  be  re- 
spected by  belligerents,  is  a thing  too  sacred  to  be  abused,  as  has  been 
lie  case  of  late  by  the  Confederate  forces  under  your  command ; not 
>nly  in  the  instance  referred  to,  clearly  to  cover  the  retreat  of  your  de- 
feated army,  but  also  at  the  battle  of  Cane  Hill,  on  November  28,  when 
rour  artillery  was  on  the  very  point  of  being  captured.  Just  in  time  to 
save  the  rear  of  your  retreating  column  from  being  annihilated,  and  to 
suable  him  to  retire  under  cover  of  the  night,  and  obtain  possession  of 
>ne  of  his  guns  that  had  been  disabled  and  thrown  into  a creek,  an 
>fficer  from  General  Marmaduke,  upon  that  occasion,  came  galloping 
ip  with  a flag  of  truce. 

In  this  connection  also  I may  call  your  attention  to  the  flag  of  truce 
ent  with  Captain  Stanley  to  my  camp,  near  Maysville,  which  resulted 
n no  benefit  to  either  army,  other  than  to  enable  your  flag-bearer  to 
py  out  my  force  and  position,  which  I trust  was  entirelv  satisfactory 

0 him. 

Still  another  instance  that  may  be  mentioned,  where  this  privilege 
ias  been  abused,  is  that  of  a party  sent  under  a flag  of  truce,  with  Major 
J.  M.]  Hubbard,  of  the  First  Missouri  Kegiment,  and  Lieutenant  Bas- 
ett,  of  the  Second  Kansas,  who  were  taken  prisoners  during  the  battle 
f the  7th  instant,  to  Cane  Hill,  Cincinnati,  and  Fayetteville,  with  the 
stensible  object  of  conducting  them  within  my  lines,  but  with  the  actual 
urpose  of  ascertaining  whether  a portion  of  my  forces  was  not  at  some 
f the  points  named.  This  may  have  been  considered  by  you  as  strat- 
gy , or,  perhaps,  that  other  thing,  called  chivalry.  If  the  latter,  it  is 
ot  of  the  kind  that  I have  so  often  heard  discussed  as  being  the  boast 
f the  South,  or  else  it  must  have  become  of  late  wofully  deteriorated. 
Whatever  method  you  may  adopt,  I do  not  propose  to  avail  myself 
fa  flag  of  truce  to  cover  a retreat,  or  to  ascertain  the  enemy’s  position, 
otwithstanding  that  I am  in  an  enemy’s  country,  and  labor  under 
vevj  disadvantage  in  obtaining  information,  it  shall  never  be  said  of 
ie,  when  this  contest  has  closed,  that  I have  violated  any  of  the  pre- 
Jribed  rules  of  civilized  warfare.  I avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to 
lform  you  that,  after  we  had  agreed  to  consider  sick  and  wounded  sol- 
lers,  as  well  as  those  connected  with  the  hospital  department,  as  not 
emg  prisoners  of  war,  when  a portion  of  your  forces  retreated  through 
ane  Hill,  on  the  night  of  the  7th  instant,  they  not  only  paroled  my 
ck  left  there,  but  robbed  them  of  their  clothes  and  hospital  supplies. 

1 must  also  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  several  of  my  men 
ere  brutally  murdered  by  your  command  after  they  fell,  wounded,  upon 
ie  field,  which  one  of  your  officers  vouches  for.  Such  conduct  con- 
•asts  very  unfavorably  with  the  kind  treatment  that  has  been  extended 
y my  command  to  your  wounded,  whom  vou  were  compelled  to  leave 
pon  the  battle-field. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

y°u  c^aim  the  field  of  Prairie  Grove,  as  your  communication 
►mplaining  of  General  Herron’s  taking  away  arms'  would  seem  to  indi- 
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cate,  may  I be  permitted  to  ask  why  you  did  not  remain  there  ! And ! 
will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  grant  the  privilege  of  staying  there  to  that  i 
jmrtion  of  my  command  now  encamped  on  the  battle-field  ? 


[Inclosure  No.  3.] 


! 


General  : I send  you  herewith,  under  flag  of  truce,  by  Captain  Rath-  i 
bun,  C.  S.  Army,  a copy  of  the  report  of  Captain  Garrett,  of  my  com-j 
mand,  who  was  left  by  me  on  the  8th  instant  in  charge  of  the  burying* 
party  on  the  battle-field  of  Prairie  Grove.  The  conduct  of  men  of  your  i 
command,  as  described  in  this  report,  is  atrocious.-  I will  not  insult  you  i 
by  asking  its  disavowal,  but  I demand  that  you  take  such  measures  asj 
will  allow  the  performance  of  the  rites  of  burial  toward  my  dead  upon; 
the  field  they  won,  according  to  your  own  admission,  and  from  which; 
my  troops  were  only  withdrawn  by  reason  of  their  utter  lack  of  subsist- ii 
ence.  A burial  party  goes  back  with  this  flag  to  execute  the  orders' 
previously  given  on  that  subject. 

I inclose  to  you,  also,  the  report  of  Brigadier-General  Marmaduke, 
C.  S.  Army,  and  report  of  Colonel  Shelby,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding 
brigade,  for  your  further  information  upon  the  subject  of  arms  taken 
by  men  of  your  command,  referred  to  in  my  former  letter  of  yesterday,  ; 
sent  under  flag  of  truce  by  the  hands  of  Colonel  O’Kane.  As  I remarked 
to  you  during  our  conference  on  the  8th  instant,  I desire  and  intend  in 
all  things  to  conform  to  all  the  usages  of  civilized  war.  It  is  necessary! 
that  you  should  do  the  like,  in  order  that  I may  be  enabled  fully  to 
carry  out  that  desired  intention.  I inclose  you  a list  of  the  prisoners 
jjaroled  by  me  on  the  field  during  the  engagement.  I ask  that  an  equal' 
number  of  my  men,  if  any,  captured  by  your  forces  be  returned  to  me 
by  Captain  Rathbun. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 


T.  C.  HIKDMAK, 

Major - General , Commanding. 


[Inclosure  Xo.  4.] 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Rhea’s  Mills,  Arlc.,  December  11,  186° 

Maj.  Gen.  T.  C.  Hindman, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forces : 


General:  I am  just  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  December 
10,  under  flag  of  truce,  with  Captain  Rathbun,  C.  S.  Army.  An  equiva- 
lent, under  the  cartel,  will  be  sent  to  your  lines  without  delay,  for  those! 
you  released  on  parole,  as  per  statement  of  General  Frost.  In  answer 
to  your  second  reference  to  the  matter  of  General  Herron’s  men  remov- 
ing arms  from  the  battle-field  of  Prairie  Grove,  I refer  you  to  my  letter 
of  yesterday,  in  reply  to  yours  of  the  9th  instant.  Your  remarks  about 
the  “battle-field  won  by  your  men,  as  admitted  by  me,”  is  considered 
here  as  a very  good  joke. 

I send  back  with  the  flag  of  truce  the  men  you  sent  to  comiilete  bury- ' 
ing  your  dead.  I have  had  this  matter  properly  attended  to,  and 
directed  General  Herron  to  detail  a party  to  go  over  the  ground  again 
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and  bury  such  as  had  not  yet  been  discovered.  The  number  of  your 
rlead  was  so  great,  and  being  mostly  in  the  timber  and  brush,  the  task 
Dt  burying  them  has  been  quite  an  arduous  one;  hence  the  delay. 

1 must  again  call  your  attention  to  the  abuse  that  is  being  made  of 
Hags  of  truce.  I have  never  had  occasion  to  send  a flag  of  truce  to  your 
lines,  yet  I have  received  several  when  no  legitimate  object  was  to  be 
pb tamed  by  the  party  sending  them.  Hereafter  flags  of  truce  will  only 
36  sent  or  received  by  me,  except  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  as 
already  mutually  agreed  upon  at  our  interview  on  the  8th  instant,  and 
also  to  enable  you  to  send  supplies,  medical  officers,  and  hospital  at- 
;endants  to  your  wounded  within  my  lines.  When  I send  scouting 
and  reconnoitenng  parties  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy  I 
send  them  under  the  flag  of  my  Government,  and  not  with  a white  fla^ 

1 desire  that  you  should  do  the  same. 

I avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  express  to  you  my  thanks  for 
.he  very  flattering  description  ot  the  troops  under  my  command,  as  con- 
fined in  your  address  ot  December  4,.  to  your  soldiers  upon  the  eve  of 
Dattle.  1 our  instructions  to  your  soldiers  to  pick  off  my  officers  smacks 
rery  strongly  of  chivalry,  and  when  they  are  especially  directed  to  pick 
an  mounted  officers,  I consider  them  as  complimentary  to  myself 

servant  6 ^ L°n°r’  generaI’  to  be>  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 

JA8.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier - General , Commanding. 

[Inclosure  No.  5.J 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

Dripping  Springs , Arlc.,  December  11,  1802. 
Brig.  Geu.  James  G.  Blunt,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Forces  in  the  Field : 

<lirecti0,?  .of  Major-General  Hindman,  I have  to  send 
mclci  a flag  of  truce  medicines  and  ambulances  to  the  battle-ground  at 
rairie  Grove,  for  the  use  of  the  Confederate  wounded  there.  Please 
;ive  them  all  the  assistance  in  your  power,  and  oblige 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

_ . J.  S.  MARMADUKE, 

Brigadier-  General,  C.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  No.  6.] 

Headquarters  First  Corps,  Trans-Mississippi  Army, 
General  Blunt  :j  December  12,  1862. 

General  : I send  the  bearer,  Lieutenant  Lawrence,  to  the  battle- 
re  rrp0Se  of  “?kln,g  a plat  of  it  and  the  approaches  to  it. 

ilui  u * th  1 you  graut  the  privilege,  under  such  restrictions  and 
y?u  "lay  see  proper  to  impose.  This  courtesy  to  me  on 
lay  offer  ’ f temled  to  mc>  wlU  be  reciprocated  whenever  occasion 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

T.  C.  HINDMAJST, 

Major- General , Commanding. 

0 R R— VOL  XXII,  PT  I 
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[Indorsement.] 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Rhea’s  Mills,  Arlc.,  December  14,  18G2. 

[General  Hindman:] 

Your  request,  contained  within,  is  a very  modest  one,  and  will  be 
granted,  provided  you  allow  me  to  send  an  artist  to  your  present  camp 
to  sketch  it  and  the  approaches  leading  thereto.  Such  little  courtesies, 
must  be  reciprocated. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 


[In closure  No.  7.] 


General  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

No.  2.  J Rhea’s  Mills , Arlc.,  December  12,  1862.  ij 

The  general  commanding  takes  this  occasion  to  express  his  heartfelt  I 
thanks  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  command  for  their  gallantry  at ; 
the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  on  Sunday,  the  7th  instant,  which  crowned 
the  Army  of  the  Frontier  with  complete  success  and  a brilliant  victory. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  enemy  we  engaged  outnumbered  us  j 
as  three  to  one;  that  they  were  inspired  by  the  confidence  of  success,! 
and  stimulated  by  the  most  urgent  appeals  to  their  passions  and  preju- 1 
dices ; that  they  possessed  the  advantage  of  being  in  their  own  country* 
and  familiar  with  every  road,  hill,  and  mountain  pass  ; that  they  pos-  j 
sessed  every  advantage  in  positions,  which  were  of  their  own  choosing,  j 
you  have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  having  participated  upon  that  j 
bloody  field.  No  battle  during  the  present  war  has  been  more  deter-,  j 
mined  and  bloody,  and  never  was  there  a field  upon  which,  considering,  j 
the  number  of  troops  engaged  and  the  time  occupied,  the  slaughter  was  j 
as  great. 

The  results  of  your  victory  cannot  be  overestimated.  The  stake  was  . 
an  important  one.  With  your  defeat,  Western  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Kan-  j 
sas,  and  the  Indian  country  would  have  been  the  prey  of  the  rebei  \ 
army.  Your  victory  has  virtually  ended  the  war  north  of  the  Arkansas  j 
River.  For  these  results  you  are  entitled  to  the  plaudits  of  a grateful  j 

country.  . . . ] 

To  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  for  the  promptness  with  which  I 
they  responded  to  my  request  to  re-enforce  me,  and  the  unparalleled  j 
marching  done  by  them  to  reach  me  before  support  would  be  too  late.  1 
as  well  as  for  the  gallantry  displayed  by  them  upon  the  field  upon  that  1 
memorable  day,  the  highest  praise  is  justly  due. 

Although  we  have  cause  to  rejoice  over  our  victory,  yet  we  cannot  ! 
but  feel  saddened  at  the  loss  of  our  brave  comrades  who  have  fallei  i 
by  our  side,  and  to  condole  with  those  to  whose  homes  grief  has  been  j 
brought,  by  the  loss  in  battle  of  those  friends  that  were  dear ; but  whik  ' 


we  drop  the  tear  of  sympathy  over  their  gaves,  we  cannot  forget  that 
a noble  sacrifice  to  sustain  their  country’s  flag,  and  thai 


as 


every  true  soldier  and  patriot  would  choose 


their  death  was 
they  died  such  a death 

to  die.  f| 

Your  noble  conduct  upon  the  field  of  Prairie  Grove,  as  also  upon  othei 
occasions,  gives  evidence  of  your  invincibility,  and  assures  me  that 
whatever  emergency  may  arise,  you  will  be  equal  to  the  task. 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier’ General,  Commanding. 
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[Inclosuro  No.  8.] 

Headquarters  First  Corps,  Trans-Mississippi  Army, 

In  the  Field , December  4,  1862. 

Soldiers:  From  the  commencement  to  the  end  of  the  battle,  bear 
constantly  in  lpind  what  I now  urge  upon  you : 

First.  Kever  fire  because  your  comrades  do ; nor  because  the  enemy 
does;  nor  because  you  happen  to  see  the  enemy;  nor  for  the  sake  of 
firing  rapidly.  Always  wait  till  you  are  certainly  within  the  range  of 
your  gun,  then  single  out  your  man,  take  deliberate  aim,  as  low  down 
as  the  knee,  and  fire. 

Second.  When  occasion  offers,  be  certain  to  pick  off  the  enemy’s 
officers,  especially  the  mounted  ones,  and  to  kill  his  artillery  horses. 

Third.  Ho  not  shout,  except  when  you  charge  the  enemy.  As  a gen- 
eral thing,  keep  silent,  that  orders  may  be  heard.  Obey  the  orders  of 
your  officers,  but  pay  no  attention  to  idle  rumors  or  the  words  of  un- 
authorized persons. 

Fourth.  Ho  not  stop  with  your  wounded  comrades;  the  surgeons  and 
infirmary  corps  will  take  care  of  them;  do  you  go  forward  and  avenge 

them. 

Fifth.  Ho  not  break  ranks  to  plunder.  If  we  whip  the  enemy,  all  he 
has  will  be  ours ; if  not,  the  spoil  will  be  of  no  benefit  to  us.  Plunderers 
and  stragglers  will  be  put  to  death  upon  the  spot.  File-closers  are 
especially  charged  with  this  duty.  The  cavalry  in  rear  will  likewise 
attend  to  it. 

Eemember  that  the  enemy  you  engage  has  no  feeling  of  mercy  or  kind- 
ness toward  you.  His  ranks  are  made  up  of  Pin  Indians,  free  negroes, 
Southern  tories,  Kansas  jayhawkers,  and  hired  Hutch  cut-throats.  These 
bloody  ruffians  have  invaded  your  country ; stolen  and  destroyed  your 
property;  murdered  your  neighbors;  outraged  your  women;  driven 
your  children  from  their  homes,  and  defiled  the  graves  of  your  kindred. 
If  each  man  of  you  will  do  what  I have  here  urged  upon  you,  we  will 
utterly  destroy  them.  We  can  do  this ; we  must  do  it ; our  country  will 
be  ruined  if  we  fail.  A just  God  will  strengthen  our  arms  and  give  us 
a glorious  victory. 

T.  C.  HINHMAK, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

In  the  Field , J Rhea’s  Mills , Arh.,  December  12,  1862. 

I General  : The  enemy’s  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Prairie  Grove,  on  the  7th  instant,  was  much  greater  than  was  at  first. 
! supposed.  It  will  not  fall  short  of  3,000,  and  not  less  than  1,000  killed. 
Dead  bodies  in  great  numbers  were  found  scattered  through  the  woods 
' for  three  days  after  the  battle ; some  of  them  10  miles  from  the  scene  of 
conflict,  who  had  been  carried  to  the  rear  by  their  comrades,  and  there 
I left  to  die.  Their  wounded  are  badly  mangled,  and  many  of  them  must 
die.  My  artillery  was  worked  upon  them  with  terrible  effect.  They 
were  left  entirely  destitute  of  subsistence,  and  would  have  starved  had 
1 not  provided  for  them.  For  our  kind  treatment  they  appear  very 
j grateful.  J 

My  last  advices  from  Hindman’s  command  is  that  it  was  near  Van 
Buren.  Their  flight  across  the  mountains  was  precipitate  and  without 
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order.  Their  defeat  lias  greatly  demoralized,  tlieir  army,  and  hundreds 
are  throwing  down  their  arms  and  coming  into  my  lines  daily. 

My  wounded  are  well  cared  for  and  doing  well. 

Bespectfully, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  It.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

December  10,  18G2. 

Brigadier-General  Blunt, 

Prairie  Grove , Ark.  : 

The  country  is  rejoicing  over  the  victory  of  Prairie  Grove.  I con- 
gratulate you  and  General  Herron  on  your  glorious  success,  and  thank 
you  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier  for  a vic- 
tory that  will  carry  despair  into  the  hearts  of  our  foes  and  gladness  to 
the  friends  of  liberty  throughout  the  country. 

SAML.  B.  CUBTIS, 

Major-General. 

No.  3. 

Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  of  casualties,  returns,  &c.] 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured 
or  missing. 

f ' 

tL 

-C 

Officers. 

d 

<u 

a 

W 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

1 

Is 

"3 

w 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt.* 

First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Salomon. 

61  It  Kansas  Cavalry 

1 

1 

9th  Kansas  Cavalryt 

*!<i  Wisconsin  Cflivalryf. 

9th  Wisconsin  Infantry}! 



Total  First  Brigade 

1 

1 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  William  Wef.r. 

3d  Indian  Home  Guard  Infantry 

1 

6 

.1 

59  | 

61 

lOtli  Kansas  Infantry 

4 

:::::: 

* Senior  officer  in  command  of  all  the  troops  engaged, 
t No  loss  reported, 
t Not  in  action. 
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Command. 


Second  Brigade— Continued. 


13th  Kansas  Infantry 

Kansas  Light  Artillery,  1st  Battery . 


Total  Second  Brigade 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  William  F.  Cloud. 


1st  Indian  Home  Guard  Infantry 

2d  Kansas  Cavalry 

11th  Kansas  Infantry 

Indiana  Light  Artillery,  2d  Battery 

Kansas  Light  Artillery,  Hopkins’  battery 


Total  Third  Brigade. . 

Total  First  Division 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Col.  Daniel  Huston,  Jk. 
First  Brigade. 

Col.  John  G.  Clark. 


2d  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  At 

26th  Indiana  Infantry 

7th  Missouri  Cavalry 


Total  First  Brigade 

• Second  Brigade. 

Col.  William  McE.  Dye. 


37th  Illinois  Infantry 

20t.h  Iowa  Infantry  

6th  Missouri  Cavalry.  2d  Battalion 

1st  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  Ft. 


Total  Second  Brigade 

Total  Second  Division 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Francis  J.  Herron.  ] 
First  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Bertram. 


10th  Illinois  Cavalry  § 

1st  Iowa  Cavalry  § 

1st  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  L 
2d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  1st  Battalion  § . . 
20th  Wisconsin  Infantry 


Total  First  Brigade 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


16 


24 


28 


Captured 
or  missing.. 


61 

171 


167 

6 


173 


49 


11 


265 


1 

129 


130 


201 

142 


34! 


143 

148 


34 

164 


154 

497 


217 

223 


* Manned  by  Company  B,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry;  afterward  designated  Third 
Kansas  Battery.  No  loss  reported. 
tNo  loss  reported. 

t Also  in  command  of  tlie  Second  and  Third  Di visions  combined. 

$ Temporarily  organized,  with  the  Eighth  Missouri  Cavalry,  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
as  a cavalry  brigade,  under  Col.  Dudley  Wickersham. 
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Command. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  "William  W.  Orme. 


94tli  Illinois  Infantry 

19th  Iowa  Infantry 

8th  Missouri  Cavalry* 

1st  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  E 


Total  Second  Brigade 

Total  Third  Division 

ESCORT. 

1st  Missouri  Cavalry  (Battalion) . . . 

UNATTACHED. 


1st  Arkansas  Cavalry 

14th  Missouri  State  Militia,  Cavalry  t. 


Killed. 


46 


95 


Wounded. 


30 

140 

3 


Captured 
or  missing. 


6 j 179  | 1 


17 


327 


34 

193 

13 

8 


248 

471 


10 


18 


RECAPITULATION. 


First  Division . . . 
Second  Division. 
Third  Division  . . 

Escort 

Unattached 


Total  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


3 

5 

24 

44 

95 

9 

15 

17 

171 

265 

£7 

5 

4 I 

6 

1 

3 

1 

6 

164 

26 

10 

46 

210 
497 
471  | 
18 

55  !i 

4 

8 

167 

772 

11 

252 

1,251 

Officers  Killed. — Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry:  Maj.  Eliphalet  Bredett  and  Capt. 
William  McKee.  Nineteenth  Iowa : Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  McFarland  and  Lieuts.  Thomas 
Johnson  and  Loammi  M.  Smith.  Twentieth  Iowa : Lieut.  Harrison  Oliver.  Twentieth 
Wisconsin:  Capt.  John  McDermott  and  Lieut.  Thomas  Bintfciff ; Capt.  John  Weber 
and  Lieut.  George  W.  Root  died  of  wounds. 


Eo.  4. 


Report  of  Col.  John  M.  Richardson , Fourteenth  Missouri  State  Militia , 

Cavalry. 


Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Eegt.  Cay.,  Missouri  State  Militia, 

December  15,  1862. 

Colonel  : A standing  order  requires  reports  to  be  made  to  the  State 
headquarters  of  the  part  taken  by  the  State  troops  in  all  scouts,  skir- 
mishes, and  battles.  In  compliance  with  that  order,  I have  the  honor 
to  submit,  through  the  hands  of  General  E.  B.  Brown,  the  following 
report : 

On  the  3d  instant,  I received  from  General  Brown  an  order  directing 


See  note  ({)  on  p.  85. 


t No  loss  reported. 
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me  to  proceed  immediately  with  all  the  available  force  at  Cassville  and 
report  to  Brigadier-General  Blunt,  commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier. 
The  order  was  received  at  8 p.  m.,  and  at  9 o’clock  the  troops  inarched, 
traveling  without  tents  or  camp  equipage.  I had  with  me  100  men  of 
'the  First  Battalion  of  my  regiment  and  28  men  from  the  First  Arkansas 
Cavalry. 

At  9 p.  m.  of  the  5th,  I reported  to  General  Blunt,  having  traveled 
73  miles  in  three  days. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  General  Blunt  ordered  me  to  proceed  with 
my  troops  from  Cane  Hill  down  the  Cove  Creek  road  to  ascertain  if  the 
enemy  were  approaching.  On  reaching  the  divide  between  the  waters  of 
White  Biver  and  Cove  Creek,  I ordered  Captain  [S.  H.]  Julian,  with  his 
company,  to  proceed  in  advance,  to  fire  on  an  approaching  enemy,  and 
then  retreat  in  haste  to  the  rear  of  the  main  column.  The  captain  had 
not  proceeded  far  before  he  commenced  sending  back  prisoners,  a strong 
indication  we  were  in  close  proximity  to  the  rebel  forces.  He  directed 
the  guard  bringing  in  the  third  prisoner  to  inform  me  that  he  had  driven 
in  the  rebel  picket,  and  had,  300  yards  in  his  front,  a rebel  camp,  the 
part  he  could  see  containing  not  less  than  2,000  men,  and  that  he  was 
awaiting  orders.  Upon  interrogating  the  prisoner,  I was  informed  that 
my  command  was  in  less  than  a mile  of  a rebel  camp  containing  18,000 
men ; that  it  contained  six  brigades  and  six  brigade  generals,  among 
whom  were  Parsons,  Steen,  Marmadu*ke,  Shelby,  &c.,  and  that  Hindman 
was  to  be  up  that  night ; that  the  enemy  were  moving  up  the  mountain, 
taking  the  Chute,  the  direct  road  to  Cane  Hill.  My  force  not  being 
strong  enough  to  harass  the  camp,  after  consulting  Majors  [J.]  Sullivan 
and  Fitch,  Captain  Julian  was  ordered  to  return.  Contrary  to  my  ex- 
pectation, the  rebel  cavalry  did  not  follow,  and  I returned  to  report  to 
General  Blunt  a large  rebel  force  within  6 miles  of  his  headquarters. 
The  reason  we  were  not  followed,  the  enemy  supposed  us  to  be  a recon- 
naissance in  force,  not  less  than  three  regiments  of  cavalry. 

On  the  7th,  General  Blunt  directed  me  to  take  my  own  battalion  (100 
strong),  Captain  [T.]  Conkey,  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  and  pro- 
ceed on  the  same  road  as  the  day  previous.  Before  reaching  the  Hog-eye 
Junction,  on  the  Cove  Creek  road,  I met  Captain  Coleman,  of  the  Ninth 
Kansas,  with  30  men,  who  reported  that  the  enemy  had  driven  him  from 
the  junction,  and  were  marching  up  the  Cove  Creek  road  in  great  force. 
A messenger  was  immediately  dispatched  to  General  Blunt  to  report 
the  fact.  The  enemy  being  in  possession  of  the  junction,  and  my  posi- 
tion being  unfavorable,  my  force  only  numbering  166  men,  and  having 
good  reason  to  believe  the  enemy  were  marching  on  Cane  Hill,  I fell 
back  a mile,  took  a strong  position,  intending  to  check  and  delay  their 
advance  as  long  as  possible.  The  enemy  not  coming  up,  Captain  Julian 
was  sent  forward  to  ascertain  their  movements.  That  prompt  and  effi- 
cient officer  soon  reported  to  me  the  enemy  were  not  marching  on  Cane 
Hill,  but  were  moving  on  the  road  in  the  direction  of  Fayetteville.  That 
fact  I immediately  reported  to  General  Blunt.  The  general  ordered 
Colonel  [W.  K.]  Judson  to  report  to  me  with  three  squadrons  of  the  Sixth 
Kansas  Cavalry,  two  howitzers,  and  to  direct  me  to  proceed  to  the 
junction  and  attack  the  enemy.  Colonel  Judson  requested  me  to  take 
charge  of  the  howitzers,  as  mjf  men  were  suitably  armed  to  defend 
them.  Not  knowing  which  ranked,  we  agreed  to  jointly  command  the 
detachment.  We  proceeded  to  the  junction,  drove  in  the  enemy’s  pick- 
ets just  as  their  rear  was  passing.  Taking  into  consideration  the  reason 
of  General  Blunt’s  order,  we  followed  up  and  harassed  the  enemy  for  5 
miles,  firing  on  them  and  taking  several  prisoners.  About  3 miles  from 
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Prairie  Grove  we  found  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  line  to  resist  our  ad- 
vance. They  had,  to  oppose  our  progress,  ten  regiment-s  of  infantry, 
two  batteries  of  artillery,  and  about  1,500  cavalry.  Our  force,  number- 
ing 316  men,  was  drawn  up  within  300  yards  of  the  enemy’s  line.  We 
commenced  the  attack  with  the  howitzers,  the  enemy  returning  our  fire 
with  a volley  of  musketry  and  one  small  piece  of  artillery.  Their  aim 
was  too  high,  the  balls  passing  harmlessly  over  our  heads.  Being  unable 
to  maintain  our  position,  we  fell  back  with  our  force.  Colonel  Judson, 
at  my  request,  consented  I should  command  the  rear.  We  were  greatly  ; 
astonished  that  the  enemy  did  not  follow.  They,  however,  believing  j 
' we  were  the  advance  of  General  Blunt’s  whole  force,  declined  accept- 
ing our  invitation  to  leave  their  strong  position.  We  kept  this  half  of  ; 
the  enemy’s  force  in  line  until  they  heard  General  Blunt’s  guns  on  their  i 
left,  thereby  preventing  them  from  throwing  their  whole  force  (28,000  i 
strong)  upon  the  tired  troops  of  Brigadier-General  Herron. 

General  Hindman,  who  commanded  the  Confederate  force,  as  a mili-  ! 
tary  man  has  been  underrated  by  our  side.  Being  unwilling  to  contend 
with  our  force  united,  his  feint,  marching  up  the  mountain  on  the  Chute  '* 
road,  as  if  intending  to  attack  General  Blunt  in  front  at  Cane  Hill,  and  , 
then  marching  down  during  the  night,  taking  the  road  to  Fayetteville, 
intending  to  fall  on  the  fatigued  troops  of  General  Herron  (who  were  on  j 
a forced  march  to  re-enforce  General  Blunt),  crush  them  out,  and  then  | 
turn,  and,  with  his  immense  army,  work  on  General  Blunt  at  his  leisure, 
indicates  military  genius  of  a high  order.  The  movement  was  executed  . 
with  that  promptness  which  generally  insures  success,  but  General  Blunt 
deceived  the  enemy.  With  the  force  of  Colonel  Judson  and  myself,  only 
316  strong,  he  caused  them  to  believe  he  was  coming  up  on  their  rear, 
held  a large  part  of  their  army  off  .General  Herron,  and  made  his  attack 
at  a point  not  expected  by  the  enemy. 

I feel  it  my  duty  to  bear  testimony  to  the  ability  and  soldierly  conduct 
of  Colonel  Judson  and  his  officers,  and  of  Captains  Coleman  and  Conkey ; 
also  to  the  Kansas  troops  for  great  kindness  toward  us ; they  received  j 
us  as  brothers  and  fought  with  us  as  true  soldiers.  The  conduct  of  my  , 
own  officers  and  men  affords  me  great  pleasure.  They  were  willing  to  i 
undergo  any  hardship  and  fatigue  to  aid  their  brethren  in  arms  and 
advance  the  interest  of  the  country. 

The  courage  and  discipline  of  the  men,  the  promptness  and  ability  of 
the  officers,  justified  me,  when  we  were  about  to  retreat  before  so  large 
a force,  in  asking  of  Colonel  Judson  the  post  of  honor  for  them  and 
myself. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  1 

JOHN  M.  KICHABDSON, 

Colonel  Fourteenth  Cavalry,  Missouri  State  Militia . 

Col.  William  D.  Wood, 

Adjutant - General , Missouri. 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Col.  William  Weer,  Tenth  Kansas  Infantry , commanding  Sec - 
ond  Brigade , First  Division. 

Hdqrs.  2d  Brio.,  1st  Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  at  Cane  Rill , Ark.,  December  12,  1862. 
Sir:  Having  just  received  the  reports  of  the  subordinate  command- 
ers, I hasten  to  submit  to  the  general  commanding  an  account  of  the 
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part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Washington 
County,  Arkansas,  on  Sunday,  December  7. 

The  Third  Indian -Eegiment  (Cherokee)  had,  previously  to  the  action, 
been  ordered  to  protect  the  train,  some  miles  distant,  so  that  we  went 
into  the  engagement  as  follows:  Tenth  Kansas  Eegiment,  Maj.  H.  H. 
Williams  commanding,  387  men  (Company  I being  absent  on  detached 
service) ; First  Kansas  Battery,  Lieut.  Marcus  D.  Tenney  commanding, 
96  men ; Third  Indian  Eegiment,  Adjutant  Gallaher  commanding,  44 
men  ; Thirteenth  Kansas  Eegiment,  Col.  Thomas  M.  Bowen  command- 
ing, 375  men.  Total  number  of  men  engaged,  902. 

We  entered  the  field  upon  the  enemy’s  left,  General  Herron  being 
then  engaged  some  distance  in  our  front,  and  immediately  received  an 
order  to  hurry  forward  to  his  assistance.  The  battery  was  placed  in 
advance,  the  infantry  marching  by  the  right  flank  in  its  rear.  The 
hurrying  forward  had  just  commenced,  the  head  of  the  battery  having 
entered  an  orchard,  when  a shower  of  bullets  was  sent  at  it  from  an 
adjoining  thicket  on  the  right.  Fearing  for  its  safety,  and  surprised  at 
this  unexpected  reception,  so  far  distant  from  where  General  Herron  was 
engaged,  the  Tenth  Kansas  was  hurried  into  the  thicket  to  clear  it. 
They  had  hardly  entered  before  they  were  subjected  to  a terrific  fire, 
but  fortunately  with  little  loss.  The  battery  moved  forward  into  a 
meadow  out  of  reach  of  small-arms,  while  the  Tenth  Kansas  continued 
moving  and  driving  the  enemy,  but  were  soon  again  involved  in  a 
severe  contest.  Thereupon  the  Thirteenth  Kansas  and  the  fragment  of 
the  Third  Indian  were  moved  forward  into  the  timber  to  the  assistance 
of  the  Tenth.  A line  of  battle  was  formed  under  the  brow  of  a gentle 
declivity.  Some  detachments  from  the  Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  dis- 
mounted, and  the  right  wing  of  the  Eleventh  Kansas  Eegiment  came 
to  our  help  during  the  fight,  and  a continuous  firing,  with  but  slight 
intermission,  was  kept  up  until  dark.  The  line  was  as  follows : The 
Indians  upon  the  right,  under  Lieutenant  [William]  Gallaher,  as  skir- 
mishers; next,  to  the  left,  the  Tenth  Kansas,  under  Major  Williams; 
next,  a detachment  of  Second  Kansas,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  [O. 
A.]  Bassett ; next,  the  Thirteenth  Kansas,  under  Colonel  Bowen;  next, 
the  right  wing  of  the  Eleventh  Kansas,  under  Colonel  Ewing,  and,  next 
and  last,  upon  the  left,  a small  detachment  of  the  Second  Kansas,  under 
Captain  [S.  J.]  Crawford. 

The  firing  was  general  and  very  rapid,  with  occasional  lulls,  during 
which  we  several  times  attempted  to  pass  the  brow  of  the  hill  and 
engage  the  enemy  in  close  quarters.  We  were  as  often  repulsed  by  the 
rain  of  bullets.  At  one  time  two  mountain  howitzers,  under  Lieutenant 
[E.  S.]  Stover,  Second  Kansas,  came  to  our  assistance  and  did  splendid 
execution. 

About  dark,  and  while  making  a final  attempt  to  pass  over  the  brow 
of  the  hill,  the  enemy  arose  in  the  timber  with  loud  yells,  surrounding 
us  on  all  sides,  and  charged.  The  air  was  thick  with  bullets,  and  noth- 
ing saved  us  from  annihilation  but  the  protection  afforded  by  the  brow 
of  the  hill.  They  must  have  been  heavily  re-enforced ; and  so  over- 
powering were  their  numbers  that  we  were  compelled  to  yield  before 
the  charge  and  fall  back.  At  this  time,  about  dark,  Eabb’s  battery, 
on  our  left,  and  Lieutenant  Tenney,  .with  First  Kansas  Battery,  on  our 
I right,  saved  us  from  destruction.  Their  firing  was  so  rapid  and  well 
Erected  that  the  enemy  was  compelled  to  fall  back,  and  we  marched 
from  the  field  in  good  order.  We  wei*e  engaged  from  3 p.  m.  until  dark. 
3ur  whole  line  of  battle  could  not  have  numbered  over  1,200,  and  with 


90 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXxiV. 


this  force  we  engaged,  as  we  afterward  learned,  General  Frost’s  whole 
division  and  two  Mississippi  regiments,  &c.,  and,  with  the  aid  of  the 
batteries  above  named,  his  final  re* enforcements.  Our  safety  even  at 
the  commencement  of  the  action  must  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  our 
weakness  was  concealed  from  the  enemy  by  our  position,  and  that  many 
of  their  men  were  unwilling  conscripts.  The  desperate  charge  made 
by  him  at  night  by  so  large  a force  was  evidently  intended  to  cover  his 
retreat. 

The  damage  done  the  enemy  far  exceeded  our  loss.  As  this  was  the 
first  time  most  of  the  men  were  under  fire,  great  credit  is  due  them  for 
the  pertinacity  with  which  they  clung  to  their  position  or  rallied  when 
broken.  There  were  some  disgraceful  exceptions,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
upon  a fresh  field  they  will  show  themselves  worthy  soldiers. 

I desire  to  express  my  grateful  acknowledgment  to  Colonel  Ewing, 
of  the  Eleventh  Kansas ; Lieutenant  Colonel  Bassett  and  Captain  Craw- 
ford, of  the  Second  Kansas ; Lieutenant  Stover,  commanding  the  two 
howitzers,  and  Captain  Babb,  commanding  battery,  their  officers  and 
men,  for  their  valuable  assistance,  courage,  and  zeal.  Due  credit  will 
doubtless  be  given  them  in  reports  from  the  proper  commanders. 

I cannot  be  too  earnest  in  my  commendations  of  Colonel  Bowen, 
commanding  the  Thirteenth  Kansas ; Major  Williams,  commanding  the 
Tenth  Kansas,  and  Lieutenant  Tenney,  commanding  the  First  Kansas 
Battery;  all  of  my  own  brigade.  Their  daring,  skill,  and  active  en- 
deavors, in  the  rallying  and  management  of  their  men  amid  storms  of 
bullets,  deserve  not  only  honorable  mention,  but  a place  upon  the  record 
of  those  who  merit  promotion. 

Though  not  immediately  under  my  personal  supervision,  I am  cred- 
ibly informed  that  Adjutant  Gallaher  and  his  handful  of  Cherokees  did 
noble  service  in  protecting  the  right  flank  of  the  Tenth  Kansas,  under 
Captain  [M.]  Quigg. 

The  accompanying  reports  from  regimental  commanders  will  give  the 
names  of  those  receiving  at  their  hands  special  mention. 

The  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Tenney  and  his  battery  was  under  the 
immediate  eye  of  the  general  commanding.  Their  destructive  and 
rapid  fire  has  even  extorted  high  encomiums  from  the  enemy.  I desire 
to  officially  call  the  attention  of  the  general  to  the  condition  of  this 
battery,  and  would  respectfully  state  that  it  is  due  to  the  valor,  skill, 
and  patient  labor  of  Lieutenant  Tenney  that  the  proper  steps  be  taken 
to  place  him  as  its  captain  (he  having  for  a long  time  been  discharging 
the  functions  of  that  office),  and  that  the  meritorious  officers  under  him 
be  promoted. 

To  my  adjutant,  Lieut.  J.  K.  Hudson,  of  the  Tenth  Kansas,  I cannot 
award  too  high  praise.  He  was  my  solitary  aide,  and  was  everywhere 
at  duty’s  call,  carrying  orders,  cheering  and  rallying  tbe  men.  His 
worthy  qualities  in  camp,  as  well  as  upon  the  field,  entitle  him  to  pro- 
motion. 


I trust  that  the  merits  of  several  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates will  not  hereafter  be  overlooked  in  granting  commissions. 

We  lost  1G  killed,  117  wounded,  and  5 missing;  total,  138. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WEEK, 

Colonel , Commanding.  ' j 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Moonlight, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
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No.  6. 

Report  of  Maj.  Henry  H.  Williams , Tenth  Kansas  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Tenth  Eegiment  Kansas  Volunteers, 

Rhea’s  Mills , Arh.,  December  10,  1862. 

Lieutenant:  1 have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Tenth  Kansas  Volunteers  in  the  battle  of  Prairie 
Grove,  Washington  County,  Arkansas,  on  Sunday,  the  7th  instant : 

The  regiment  entered  the  grove  on  the  enemy’s  left,  by  order  of  the 
colonel  commanding  the  brigade,  about  3 p.  m.  Upon  entering  the 
timber,  which  was  very  dense,  I ordered  Company  B,  Captain  [M.]  Quigg, 
to  deploy  as  skirmishers  to  find  the  enemy.  The  regiment  had  but  just 
formed,  and  the  skirmishers  advanced  30  yards,  before  the  enemy  opened 
fire  upon  us,  and  the  regiment  was  immediately  engaged  under  a ter- 
rible fire,  which  lasted  for  half  an  hour,  when,  by  order  of  General 
Blunt,  I withdrew  the  regiment  to  the  open  ground  adjoining  the  tim- 
ber ; but  after  a few  moments’  respite  we  moved  again  to  the  front,  about 
30  yards  in  advance  of  our  former  position,  obliquing  our  line  of  battle 
to  the  right,  as  the  rebels  had  moved  a large  force  to  their  left,  extend- 
ing far  beyond  our  right.  Our  line  at  this  time  was  in  a hollow  or  de- 
pression in  the  ground,  and  the  command,  by  lying  down,  escaped  the 
most  of  the  leaden  rain  which  was  hurled  at  them,  by  more  than  three 
times  their  number  of  the  rebels,  for  an  hour  and  a half.  Exposed  to  a 
deadly  fire  during  that  time  from  the  front  and  both  flanks,  it  seems  to 
me  almost  a miracle  that  the  command  was  not  annihilated. 

About  sunset  the  rebels  charged  with  two  regiments  upon  and  turned 
our  right  flank,  and  I ordered  the  regiment  to  retreat,  which  it  did  in 
good  style,  to  the  open  ground  in  our  rear. 

In  the  mean  time  the  First  Kansas  Battery,  Lieutenant  Tenney  com- 
manding, which  was  in  our  rear,  opened  upon  the  rebels,  obliquely  across 
our  right,  with  canister,  which  checked  the  force  of  the  rebels  extend- 
ing beyond  our  right,  and  sent  them  in  disorder  to  the  brush.  The 
Tenth  then  formed  on  the  right  of  the  battery,  when  the  rebels  com- 
menced playing  upon  us  with  a battery  which  they  had  jflanted  on  their 
extreme  left,  but  it  was  quickly  silenced  by  a few  well-directed  shots 
from  Tenney’s  battery.  By  this  time,  it  being  quite  dark,  both  parties 
ceased  firing  and  the  engagement  was  ended. 

Lieutenant  [ J.  A.]  Phillips,  regimental  adjutant,  and  all  the  officers  of  the 
line  present,  behaved  with  gallantry,  and  attended  to  their  duties  with 
promptness  and  decision.  The  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
also,  with  a very  few  exceptions,  behaved  nobly,  and  obeyed  every  com- 
mand promptly,  and  with  a coolness  worthy  of  veterans. 

I remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  WILLIAMS, 

Major , Commanding  Tenth  Kansas  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  J.  K.  Hudson, 

A.  A.  A.  G.,  Second  Brig .,  First  Div .,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


No.  7. 

Report  of  Col.  William  F.  Cloud , Second  Kansas  Cavalry , commanding 
. Third  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  3d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Cane  Hill , Arh.,  December  15,  1862. 
Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
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taken  by  my  brigade  in  tbe  action  at  Prairie  Grove  on  tbe  7tb  in- 
stant : 

Having  passed  Friday  and  Saturday,  the  5th  and  6th,  in  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy  upon  the  Boston  Mountains,  and  lying  in  line  of  battle 
during  the  night  of  the  6th,  I received  your  order  to  march  toward  Bhea’s 
Mills  at  9 a.  m.  of  the  7th,  and  marched  in  the  rear  of  the  Second  Bri- 
gade until  within  a mile  of  the  mills,  when,  hearing  heavy  firing  to  the 
right,  I moved  in  that  direction,  by  your  order,  and  reached  the  battle- 
field, where  General  Herron  was  engaging  the  enemy,  under  General 
Hindman,  at  2 p.  m.,  in  advance.  I found  the  enemy  occupying  a ridge 
of  timber,  thus  concealed  from  view,  and  General  Herron  occupying  the 
open  field  in  front.  By  your  order,  I placed  Babb’s  battery  in  position 
in  the  open  field,  and  Hopkins’  Second  Kansas  (trophy)  Battery  at  his 
left,  and  under  their  fire  the  rebel  battery  was  soon  silenced.  Lieuten- 
ant Stover,  with  his  Second  Kansas  Battery,  also  did  good  execution. 

The  right  wing  of  the  Eleventh  Kansas  Infantry,  under  Colonel  Ewing, 
was  ordered  to  enter  the  wTood  in  front,  to  attack  the  rebels. 

The  left  wing,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moonlight  and  Major  Plumb, 
stood  by  the  guns.  The  Second  Kansas  (dismounted),  under  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Bassett  and  Captain  Crawford,  and  the  First  Indian,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Wattles  and  Major  Ellithorpe,  and  Stover’s  battery, 
I also  sent  into  the  wood  in  front.  The  Twentieth  Iowa,  of  General 
Herron’s  command,  also  formed  upon  my  left  and  entered  the  wood. 

While  the  front  was  thus  occupied  by  the  infantry,  the  artillery  ceased. 
Soon  the  entire  line  was  engaged,  and,  from  the  heavy  firing,  severe 
work  was  evidently  going  on. 

Upon  the  left,  the  enemy  was  evidently  very  strong.  The  Twentieth 
Iowa,  overpowered  by  numbers,  retired  from  the  wood  to  the  fence  at  the 
foot  of  the  ridge,  firing  rapidly  upon  the  enemy,  who  swarmed  upon  the 
crest.  Directing  my  batteries,  they  fired  over  the  heads  of  the  Iowa 
boys,  driving  the  rebels  back  with  heavy  loss.  Still  they  pressed  on, 
under  cover  of  the  wood,  from  our  left  to  our  right,  causing  my  infantry 
to  fall  back  to  the  fence,  and  giving  my  batteries  opportunity  to  work, 
which  they  did  successfully,  driving  the  enemy  up  the  hill  into  their 
cover.  The  infantry  would  then  advance.  Still,  it  was  evident  that  the 
enemy  had  superior  numbers ; and,  as  the  wood  to  their  left  had  been 
abandoned,  I rode  forward  to  order  the  Eleventh  to  retire  to  the  fence 
permanently,  when  Colonel  Ewing,  anticipating  my  order,  retired  his 
command  just  in  time  to  save  it  from  a heavy  flank  movement. 

The  enemy,  now  strongly  re-enforced,  pressed  down  in  numbers  to  the 
fence  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and,  pouring  a shower  of  rifle-balls  upon  us, 
took  position  within  200  yards  of  the  batteries. 

In  this  fire  three  of  my  orderlies  were  hit,  but  with  spent  balls.  It 
now  became  evident  that  the  enemy  intended  a demonstration  upon  my 
batteries,  with  the  hope  of  their  capture. 

I then  ordered  the  left  wing  of  the  Eleventh  forward,  when  they  ad- 
vanced impatiently  to  the  front,  firing  rapidly.  The  batteries  met  them 
also  with  case,  canister,  and  shell.  The  enemy  seemed  determined  to 
succeed,  and,  as  my  entire  command  was  within  close  rifle-shot,  I or- 
dered the  batteries  to  retire,  firing,  which  they  did;  the  infantry  also 
retired  slowly.  Having  obtained  a position  beyond  their  short-range 
guns,  we  continued  the  conflict  until  dark,  when,  not  being  able  longer 
to  see  the  enemy,  firing  ceased.  My  brigade  theu  moved  across  the 
valley  to  the  high  ground,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  In  the  morn- 
ing the  enemy  were  gone. 

During  the  entire  conflict,  I had  the  proud  satisfaction  of  watching 
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my  command,  and  am  happy  to  notice  the  conduct  of  the  held  officers 
of  the  First  Indian,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wattles  and  Major  Ellithorpe; 
of  Colonel  Ewing,  of  the  Eleventh,  and  the  captains  and  lieutenants, 
and  of  Sergeant  Enright,  commanding  Company  I,  of  the  Second,  and 
especially  of  Captain  Crawford,  who  was  in  command  of  the  First  Bat- 
talion, who  are  all  worthy  of  their  brave  commands.  These  officers 
went  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and  staid  there  until,  by  order  or  of 
necessity,  the  whole  line  fell  back  to  more  effective  positions. 

Of  Captain  Babb’s  Second  Indiana  Battery,  Captain  Hopkins7  Second 
Kansas  (trophy)  Battery,  and  Lieutenant  Stover’s  Second  Kansas  (how- 
itzer) Battery,  I cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms.  Their  batteries  opened 
the  fire,  continued  during  and  ended  the  fight,  and  the  numbers  of  . 
killed  and  wounded  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  batteries  testify  to  their 
skill. 

The  hard  marching  of  my  command  necessarily  reduced  its  numbers, 
so  that  my  effective  force  was  much  smaller  than  would  have  been  ex- 
pected. 

My  loss,  though  small,  is  severely  felt.  I had  8 killed  and  59  wounded, 
of  which  about  8 are  considered  mortal.  Among  the  latter  was  Captain 
[A.  P.]  Bussell,  since  dead,  who  was  a good  and  brave  soldier,  and  a 
true  and  gallant  friend.  His  loss  is  mourned  by  the  entire  command. 

Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  reports  of  the  various 
commanders  of  my  brigade. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  CLOUD, 

Colonel , Commanding  Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


Ko.  8. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  H.  Wattles , First  Indian  Home  Guards. 

Hdqrs.  First  Be-giment  Indian  Home  Guards, 

Cane  Hill , Arlc .,  December  12,  1862. 

. Sir  : Your  order  of  this  date,  requiring  me  to  report  to  your  head- 
quarters the  part  which  my  command  took  in  the  action  at  Prairie 
Grove,  on  the  7th  instant,  has  been  received. 

v Soon  after  daylight,  we  were  ordered  to  take  position  at  the  base  of 
Boston  Mountains,  on  the  road  where  the  small-arms  were  first  brought 
into  play  in  the  running  fight  of  the  28th  ultimo.  We  remained  in  that 
position  until  the  enemy  abandoned  the  hill,  and  the  cannonading  com- 
menced at  Prairie  Grove,  when  we  rapidly  marched  for  the  scene  of  con- 
flict. On  our  way,  at  Price’s  Barracks,  about  2 miles  from  Cane  Hill,  a 
flanking  party  put  to  flight  about  40  of  the  enemy’s  mounted  men,  who 
i were  watching  our  movements  about  50  rods  from  our  road. 

On  arriving  at  the  battle-ground,  we  dismounted  and  entered  the 
wood  on  the  left  of  the  center,  with  the  Eleventh  Kansas  Volunteers  on 
our  right  and  an  Iowa  regiment  on  our  left,  and  rapidly  penetrated  to 
the  line  of  battle  of  the  enemy,  which  gave  way  on  our  approach.  At 
this  time  the  Iowa  regiment  gave  our  left  the  partial  effect  of  a volley. 

I This  fire  in  front  and  rear  forced  us  to  retrace  our  steps,  but  we  rallied 
and  formed  again  on  the  first  little  eminence  in  the  edge  of  the  wood, 
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after  a live-minute  panic.  On  account  of  the  retreat  of  the  Iowa  regi- 
ment from  this  place,  we  were  ordered  to  the  support  of  Captain  Allen’s 
battery,  through  the  corn-field.  All  the  companies  in  the  command  ! 
were  engaged,  except  Company  B,  which  was  on  detached  service. 

Major  Eilithorpe  and  all  the  other  white  officers  were  particularly 
active  and  efficient  during  the  whole  day. 

Of  the  Indian  officers,  Captain  Jon-neh,  of  the  Uches,  and  Capt.  Billy  l| 
Bowlegs,  of  the  Seminoles,  and  Captain  Tus-te-nup-cliup-ko,  of  Com-  j 
pany  A (Creek),  are  deserving  of  the  highest  x>raise. 

Our  loss  was  2 killed  and  4 wounded,  as  far  as  reported,  but  the  In-  1 
dians  entertain  a prejudice  against  speaking  of  dangerous  occurrences  j 
in  battle,  and  report  no  wounds  but  such  as  the  necessities  of  the  case 
demand. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  H.  WATTLES, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  First  Indian  Home  Guards.  j 
Col.  William  E.  Cloud, 

Comdg.  Third  Brigade , First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


No.  9. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Owen  A.  Bassett,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry. 

; 

Headquarters  Second  Kansas  Volunteers, 

In  the  Field,  December  12, 1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I 
left  my  position,  5 miles  south  of  Newburg,  at  11  a.  m.  on  the  7th  in- 1 
stant,  and  moved  toward  Bhea’s  Mills,  as  rear  guard  to  the  column 
formed  by  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades.  About  an  hour  previous  to- 
receiving  your  orders  to  march,  1 had  directed  Major  Plumb,  command- 
ing  four  companies  of  the  Eleventh  Kansas  Infantry,  that  had  been  sent 
to  my  support  the  night  previous,  and  Lieutenant  Stover,  commanding 
section  of  mountain  howitzers,  to  report  to  you.  Captain  [H.]  Hopkins,  . 
of  my  regiment,  commanding  battery,  had  already  reported  to  you,  and 
1 had  sent  Captain  [H.]  Cameron  to  reconnoiter  the  mountains  to  my  left. 

Accordingly  I had  under  my  command  Company  A,  commanded  by* 
Lieutenant  [J.]  Johnston;  Company  C,bty  Captain  [D.  S.]  Whittenliall; 
Company  D,  by  Captain  [A.]  Moore;  Company  E,  by  Captain  [J.]  Gard- 
uer;  Company  G,by  Captain  [A.  W.] Matthews;  Company  H,  by  Captain 
[A.]  Gunther;  Company  I,  by  First  Sergt.  Morris  Enright;  Company  K, 
by  Captain  [A.  P.]  Bussell,  numbering  12  officers  and  332  enlisted  men. 
In  addition  thereto,  I had  with  me  Captain  [S.  J.]  Crawford,  assisting 
me  in  the  field,  3 staff  officers,  and  2 of  the  non-commissioned  staff.  On 
my  arrival  at  Boonsborough,  I was  delayed  half  an  hour  or  more  by  the 
removal  of  the  sick.  I arrived  at  within  14  miles  of  Bhea’s  Mills,  where 
I came  u}>  with  the  rear  of  the  column,  and  just  then  received  word  that 
a battle  was  being  fought,  5 miles  east,  on  the  Fayetteville  and  Cove 
Creek  road,  and  moved  at  once  in  that  direction  with  all  possible  speed. 
My  progress  was  much  impeded  from  the  fact  that  I was  in  rear  of  two 
brigades ; the  roads  lay  most  of  the  way  through  lanes  and  thick  under- 
brush, and  it  became  necessary  for  me  to  pass  through  the  fields,  throw- 
ing down  fences  for  that  purpose,  and  through  the  tangled  undergrowth, 
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without  the  benefit  of  roads  or  paths.  On  my  way  to  the  battle-ground 
I passed  the  Tenth,  Eleventh,  and  Thirteenth  Regiments  of  Kansas 
Infantry,  - First  Regiment  of  Indian  Home  Guards,  Captain  Rabb’s, 
Captain  Hopkins’,  and  Lieutenant  Tenney’s  batteries,  and  halted  my 
regiment  within  range  of  the  enemy’s  left  flank  in  the  woods  about  — 
p.  m.  A few  minutes  later  I moved  to  the  left  out  through  the  woods 
into  a corn-field,  where  I formed  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  our  lines 
and  opposite  the  enemy’s  left  flank,  where  I,  by  your  suggestion,  dis- 
mounted my  men  and  moved  forward  with  them  into  the  woods  I had 
just  left.  I sent  Companies  E and  I,  under  command  of  Captain  Craw- 
ford, to  take  position  on  the  left  of  the  Eleventh  Kansas  Infantry,  and 
placed  Companies  C,  A,  G,  D,  K,  and  H on  the  right  of  the  Thirteenth 
Kansas  Infantry,  under  a heavy  fire  of  the  enemy’s  musketry  at  long 
range.  Lieutenant  [E.  S.]  Stover  took  position  with  his  howitzers  in  an 
interval  made  for  him  in  the  Thirteenth  Kansas  Infantry,  where  he 
opened  fire  upon  the  enemy  with  canister  at  short  range  with  good  effect. 
Captain  Hopkins  with  his  battery  took  position  on  the  left  of  Captain 
Rabb’s  battery,  where  he  remained  until  dark.  The  enemy  hurling  his 
masses  of  infantry  upon  our  left  flank,  having  compelled  one  or  two 
regiments  on  the  left  of  Captain  Crawford’s  battalion  to  give  way,  charg- 
ing obliquely  on  our  lines  from  right  to  left,  pouring  volley  after  volley 
of  musketry  into  our  ranks,  more  than  decimating  them,  it  required  all 
the  nerve  and  courage  that  Captain  Crawford  was  able  to  infuse  into 
his  men,  by  his  brilliant  example  and  courageous  bearing,  to  enable  them 
to  withstand  the  shock.  The  enemy,  however,  bringing  up  heavy  re- 
enforcements, compelled  Companies  E and  I to  fall  back,  leaving  the  left 
to  be  held  by  the  Eleventh  Kansas  Infantry.  Lieutenant  Stover  with 
his  howitzers  was  obliged  to  retire,  his  gunners  and  horses  being  too 
much  exposed,  in  their  advanced  position;  and  soon  afterward,  and  just 
about  dark,  the  infantry  on  my  left  retiring,  I withdrew  my  men,  they 
being  unable  longer  to  withstand  the  severe  fire  of  the  enemy.  I ordered 
them  remounted,  and  about  an  hour  after  dark  received  orders  to  retire 
to  the  rear  of  the  field  I was  occupying,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

The  officers  and  men  under  my  command  behaved  gallantly  during 
the  entire  action.  The  commanding  officers  of  squadrons  already  men- 
tioned encouraged  their  men  by  their  coolness  and  bravery,  and  I regret 
to  say  that  Captain  Russell  fell,  severely  wounded,  at  the  head  of  his 
company.  Lieutenants  Ballard,  Moore,  Mentzer,  and  Hook  displayed 
more  than  ordinary  courage.  Lieutenant  [B.  B.]  Mitchell,  commanding 
a number  of  dismounted  men  in  support  of  Captain  Hopkins’  battery, 
and  Lieutenant  Aduddell,. second  in  command  of  that  battery,  did  their 
duty.  I desire  to  call  especial  attention  to  the  manner  in  v hich  Cap- 
tain Hopkins  with  his  company  handled  the  captured  battery.  Although 
having  but  four  weeks’  experience  with  that  arm  of  the  service,  their 
coolness  and  the  well-directed  fire  of  their  pieces  would  have  reflected 
credit  upon  veterans. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I desire  to  add  that  Capt.  John  Gardner 
has  my  thanks  for  holding  his  position  so  long  on  the  extreme  left,  while 
opposing,  with  his  men,  more  than  twenty  times  his  number ; and  to 
Sergeant  Enright,  who  commanded. the  second  company  from  the  left, 
the  same  are  tendered. 

To  my  staff  officers,  Lieutenants  [S.  K.]  Cross,  [C.  L.]  Gorton,  and  [L. 
H.]  Wood,  I am  under  obligations  for  valuable  services;  and  I cannot 
pass  unnoticed  Sergeants  Remiatte,  Bailey,  and  Yangender,  who  acted 
in  the  capacity  of  orderlies. 
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The  loss  sustained  by  my  regiment  was  3 killed  and  21  wounded,  16 
of  them  severely.* 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv- 
ant, 

OWEN  A.  BASSETT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Kansas  Volunteers . 
Col.  William  F.  Cloud,  Commanding  Third  Brigade. 


Report  of  Capt.  Henry  Hopkins , Second  Kansas  Cavalry , commanding  i 

battery. 

Headquarters  Hopkins’  Battery, 

Rhea’s  Mills , Ark.,  December  10,  1862. 

Sir  : I respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
the  battery  under  my  command  in  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  , 
December  7,  1862,  and  the  series  of  skirmishes  preceding  that  action : 

Information  having  been  received  on  the  3d  of  December  that  the  i 
enemy  was  advancing  in  force  from  the  south,  the  battery  was  ordered 
to  take  position  in  advance  of  the  main  line,  where  it  remained  until 
the  morning  of  the  7th,  rendering  some  assistance  in  checking  the  enemy 
on  the  Newburg  road. 

About  10  a.  in.,  December  7,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I moved  the  bat-  ( 
tery  into  the  position  assigned  it  in  column  north  to  Rhea’s  Mills,  and 
thence,  5 miles  east,  to  Prairie  Grove,  where  the  Second  and  Third 
Divisions,  Army  of  the  Frontier,  under  Brigadier-General  Herron,  were 
engaging  the  enemy,  under  General  Hindman,  who,  during  the  night  of 
the  6th,  had  flanked  the  First  Division,  commanded  by  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Blunt,  passing  12  miles  to  the  left  and  rear.  * 

Having  been  ordered  into  position  in  an  open  field,  on  the  left  of  the 
First  Division,  1 opened  fire  with  shot  and  shell  on  the  enemy,  occu-  | 
pying  a position  on  a densely  wooded  rise  of  ground,  and  drove  him 
back.  At  this  time  the  only  support  for  my  battery  was  a detachment  of 
dismounted  cavalry,  not  exceeding  25,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  j 
[B.  B.]  Mitchell,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry.  Shortly  afterward  the  enemy 
again  advanced  in  greater  force,  moving  obliquely  along  our  front,  \ 
threatening  the  left  flank.  In  conjunction  with  Rabb’s  battery,  which  j 
was  some  distance  on  my  right,  1 opened  a heavy  fire  again  upon  the 
enemy,  and  was  supported  by  a regiment  of  Iowa  troops,  which  had 
been  driven  back  by  the  advancing  column.  The  enemy  appeared  to 
be  massing  his  forces  for  a charge,  and  just  at  sunset  moved  impetu- 
ously forward,  but,  by  well-directed  and  rapid  discharges  of  spherical 
case  and  canister,  their  advance  was  checked,  and  the  battery  slowly  j 
retired,  firing  with  prolonges  attached.  Night  coming  on,  firing  ceased 
and  the  troops  bivouacked  on  the  field.  The  next  morning  it  was  known 
that  the  enemy  had  fallen  back.  By  good  fortune  there  were  no  casual- 
ties  in  my  command. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  > 

H.  HOPIvIXS, 

Captain  Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding  Battery.  \ 
Lieut.  S.  K.  Cross, 

Acting  Adjutant , Second  Kansas  Cavalry. 


But  see  revised  statement,  p.  85, 
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Report  of  Col.  Thomas  Ewing , jr.,  Eleventh  Kansas  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Eleventh  Eegiment  Kansas  Volunteers, 

Camp  at  Cane  Hill,  Ark.,  Eecember  12, 1862. 

Colonel  : In  compliance  with  your  order  of  this  date,  I submit  a 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Eleventh  Eegiment  of  Kansas  Volun- 
teers in  the  late  battle  of  Prairie  Grove. 

* P*  m*  ^ instant,  as  the  Third  Brigade  reached  Ehea’s 

Mids,  in  march  from  Boston  Mountains,  the  sound  of  cannon  was  heard 
from  the  battle-field,  5 miles  east  of  the  mills.  By  your  order  I fol 
bwed  with  my  regimentclose  after  Babb’s  battery,  in'its  rapid  drive  to 
the  field,  losing  out  of  the  ranks  about  50  men,  who  were  unable  to  keep 
pace  with  the  command.  As  the  battery  took  position,  I sent  the  left 
wmg  of  my  regiment,  with  Lieutenant- Colonel  Moonlight  and  Major  TP. 
B.J  Plumb,  to  its  left,  while,  with  the  adjutant  and  sergeant-major  of  the 
regiment,  I marched  the  right  wing  to  the  right  of  the  battery.  Thence 
I was  immediately  ordered  by  General  Blunt  to  move  with  the  five  corn- 
pames  composing  that  wing,  and  form  in  line  of  battle  with  the  left  of 
the  Imrteenth  Eegiment ; which  being  done,  we  moved  through  the 
orchard  and  field  adjacent  to  it,  to  the  road  on  the  hillside,  about  600 
yaids  from  where  we  left  the  battery.  Here  a musketry  engagement 
ensued  with  the  enemy,  who  were  about  200  yards  in  advance  of  us 
under  cover  of  the  crest  of  the  hill.  Two  howitzers  of  the  Second  Kan  • 
sas  took  position  at  the  blacksmith  shop,  in  front  of  my  right,  and  played 
effectively  upon  the  enemy  for  half  an  hour,  and  then  withdrew  for  want 
3t  ammunition.  The  musketry  fire  nearly  ceased  when  the  howitzers 
commenced  playing,  but  was  renewed  when  they  withdrew. 

When  the  engagement  had  lasted  here  about  an  hour,  I iioticedthat 
ne  hirst  Indian  Eegiment,  which  had  entered  the  wood  about  300  yards 
,o  the  left  of  me,  had  been  driven  out,  and  were  fleeing  toward  the  bat- 
:ery , which  fact  I at  once  communicated  to  Colonel  [Williaml  Weer 
commanding  Second  Brigade,  under  whose  orders  I was  then  acting 
m about  five  minutes  afterward  I was  ordered  to  advance,  and  did  so’ 
V i?e’  ^lth  the  Thirteenth  Eegiment  on  my  right,  and  three  companies 
)i  the  Second  Kansas  (dismounted),  who  had  formed  upon  my  left 
When  within  about  25  yards  of  the  crest  of  the  hill,  the  enemy  appeared 
n overwhelming  numbers,  advancing  over  the  hill  on  our  left  and  front 
md  poured  on  us  a tremendous  fire.  My  command  remained,  steadily 
loldmg  their  ground,  until  they  had  fired  four  rounds,  when,  seeing  that 
he  three  companies  of  the  Second  Kansas  had  withdrawn,  and  finding 
hat  the  enemy’s  force  in  our  front,  left,  and  rear  was  strong,  and  near 
Hough  to  surround  and  overwhelm  us,  I ordered  my  command  to  fall 
>ack,  which  they  did,  firing.  I then  attempted  to  form  again  in  the  road 
!n  the  hillside,  but  the  enemy  was  too  close  upon  us  to  render  such 
ormation  practicable  or  the  position  tenable.  I then  ordered  them  to 
ll  back,  and  formed  them  in  the  orchard  lane,  near  the  edge  of  the 
vood  and  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  where  they  were  partially  sheltered  by 
he  broken  fences  forming  the  lane. 

In  this  new  position  we  remained  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  hotly  en- 
aged  with  the  enemy,  who  swarmed  in  great  numbers  in  the  orchard 
d about  the  farm-house,  out-buildings,  and  straw-piles  adjacent,  under 
o\er  of  which  they  had  apparently  intended  to  move  upon  Eabb’s  bat- 
y , which  had  advanced  to  within  200  yards  of  the  wood. 
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A little  after  dark,  when  tlie  enemy’s  fire  and  our  own  liad  ceased 
over  the  whole  field.  I withdrew  my  command  in  good  order  from  the 
hillside,  and  returned  to  the  prairie,  where  the  rest  of  the  First  Divis- 
ion of  the  army  lay. 

My  command  suffered  less  than  might  have  been  expected,  owing  to 
our  position  being  at  all  times  lower  than  that  of  the  enemy,  who  gen 
erally  overshot.  I led  into  action  in  my  right  wing  291  officers  and  men. 
and  had  3 killed,  and  3 mortally,  12  severely,  and  11  slightly,  wounded. 
The  loss  was  greatest  in  Companies  I and  C,  because  they  were  on  thq 
left  of  my  line  and  were  subjected  to  the  heaviest  of  the  flank  fire.  j 

I am  happy  to  say  that  my  command  obeyed  my  orders  implicitly] 
and  without  faltering  in  advancing  and  in  reforming  and  holding  the 
several  lines.  It  were  unfair  to  specially  name  any,  where  all  did  nobly  i 
but  I cannot  close  my  report  without  reference  to  Private  William  Grigsby, 
of  Company  I,  who  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  action,  and  who,  though 
detailed  as  teamster  when  the  battle  began,  found  a substitute  to  drive 
his  team,  that  he  might  go  to  the  field  and  share  with  his  friends  id 
dangers. 

I inclose  herewith  a report  of  Lieutenant- Colon  el  Moonlight  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  left  wing  of  my  regiment,  under  his  command,  in  the 
engagement. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

THOMAS  EWIKG,  Jr., 

Colonel  Eleventh  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers , Commanding. 

Col.  William  F.  Cloud, 

Comdg.  Third  Brigade , First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


Ko.  12. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Moonlight,  Eleventh  Kansas  Infantry,  j: 

Hdqrs.  Eleventh  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers, 

Rhea’s  Mills,  Arh.,  December  11,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  officially  the  part  the  left  wing  of  you 
regiment  (my  command)  took  in  the  engagement  of  the  7th  instant,  knowi 
as  Prairie  Grove. 

I was  detailed  with  my  command  to  support  Rabb’s  Indiana  battery, 
and  when  it  took  position,  about  300  yards  in  front  of  the  enemy,  I former 
on  its  left  flank.  Shortly  afterward  the  battery  changed  position,  ant 
I formed  on  its  right,  a few  paces  in  rear. 

About  sundown, when  the  enemy,  with  overwhelming  numbers,  charged 
our  infantry  in  the  wood  in  front,  they  fell  back,  so  as  to  give  our  bat 
teries  an  opportunity  to  play  on  the  enemy,  which  they  did  in  beautiful 
style.  I moved  up  my  command  in  a line  with  Rabb’s  guns,  the  bette 
to  resist  the  enemy’s  charge,  for  it  was  evident  they  intended  chargin: 
the  battery. 

I would  here  state  that  I kept  my  command  flat  on  the  ground  (ver 
much  against  their  wish),  the  better  to  shelter  them  from  the  enemy’ 
fire.  At  this  time  there  was  a complete  shower  (so  to  speak)  of  bullets 
One  man  of  Company  K and  two  of  Company  E were  here  wounded 
one  since  dead — Private  Judge. 

The  battery  was  ordered  to  retire,  firing,  and  I conformed  to  the  move 
meut,  the  command  retiring  in  excellent  order.  i j 

I was  ably  assisted  during  the  engagement  by  Major  Plumb,  of  th 
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regiment,  wlio  was  ever  at  his  post,  proving  himself  a soldier  of  the 
right  stamp. 

The  companies  composing  my  command  were  IT,  Captain  [J.]  Hun- 
toon  ; E,  Captain  [E.  G.J  Eoss $ K,  Captain  [ J.  M.]  Allen ; G,  Captain 
[N.  A.]  Adams,  and  B,  Captain  Anderson. 

Every  officer  and  soldier  behaved  throughout  with  judgment  and  gal- 
lantry, and  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  make  any  selections  as  to 
bravery  or  soldierly  conduct,  for  all  were  equally  determined  to  excel  on 
these  points.  The  trouble  was  to  keep  them  back  with  the  battery,  as 
the  duty  assigned  us  required  me  to  do. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  MOONLIGHT, 

Lieut.  Col.  Eleventh  Regiment  Kansas  Vols .,  Comdg.  Left  Wing. 

Col.  Thomas  Ewing,  Jr., 

Commanding  Eleventh  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers. 


To.  13. 

Report  of  Capi.  John  W.  Rabb , Second  Lndiana  Battery. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Battery,  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Camp  at  Rhea’s  Mills , December  10,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  my 
command  took  in  the  late  engagement  of  Prairie  Grove : 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant  we  were  in  position  on  the  Boston 
Mountains,  south  of  Cane  Hill,  expecting  an  attack  from  the  enemy,  as 
our  pickets  were  engaged.  About  10  a.  m.  I received  orders  from  you 
to  fall  back  toward  Kbea’s  Mills,  as  the  enemy  were  evidently  attempt- 
ing to  flank  us  by  passing  up  the  Fayetteville  road.  The  Pirst  Brigade, 
under  General  Salomon,  held  the  advance  in  falling  back.  The  Second 
Brigade,  under  Colonel  Weer,  followed,  while  the  Third  Brigade  fol- 
lowed the  Second.  The  Second  Kansas  Cavalry  brought  up  our  rear, 
preceded  by  the  First  Indian  Home  Guard.  My  battery  was  placed 
just  in  advance  of  the  Indians. 

Our  brigade  arrived  within  a mile  of  Bhea’s  Mills  about  2 p.  m.,  when 
lieavy  firing  was  heard  about  4 miles  to  the  right,  upon  the  Fayetteville 
road.  You  immediately  ordered  me  to  take  the  advance  of  the  Third 
Brigade  and  proceed  rapidly  to  the  scene  of  action.  I marched  under 
four  direction  across  the  country,  followed  by  the  other  commands  of 
:lie  Third  Brigade,  a distance  of  3 miles,  where  we  came  upon  the  enemy, 
stationed  in  force  upon  a commanding  hill,  covered  with  timber.  By 
four  order,  I brought  my  battery  into  position  in  a meadow,  and  im- 
nediately  opened  fixe  upon  the  batteries  of  the  enemy.  Lieutenant 
Cenney’s  battery  was  placed  in  position  upon  my  right,  and  Captain 
Hopkins’  on  my  left  and  rear.  Our  infantry  and  cavalry  were  posted 
n supporting  distance,  to  the  rear.  In  less  than  half  an  hour  the  rebel 
mtteries  were  silenced.  I then  directed  my  lire  upon  the  infantry  of 
he  enemy  that  were  advancing  from  the  left  toward  our  right.  An 
)rder  came  at  this  time  for  Lieutenant  Tenney’s  battery  to  join  Colonel 
Veer’s  brigade. 

In  a few  moments  the  infantry  and  cavalry  (the  latter  dismounted)  of 
/our  brigade  were  ordered  to  engage  the  enemy  and  draw  them  from 
he  cover  of  the  wood.  My  batteries  ceased  firing  for  a short  time. 
?iye  companies  of  the  Eleventh  Kansas,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  [T.] 
Moonlight,  remained  in  the  open  field  as  a support  to  my  battery. 
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The  Twentieth  Iowa,  Regiment,  Col.  [W.]  McE.  Dye’s  brigade,  Genera! 
Herron’s  command,  advanced  into  the  wood  upon  my  left,  but,  after 
fifteen  minutes’  firing,  was  driven  back,  when  I opened  upon  the  enemy! 
firing  shell  over  the  heads  of  the  Twentieth  Iowa.  In  a few  minute* 
our  infantry  drove  the  rebels  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  when  I again,  by 
your  order,  opened  fire  upon  them.  A heavy  musketry  fire  was  thet 
brought  to  bear  upon  my  command.  I answered  with  canister.  Fol 
fifteen  minutes  my  men  stood  firm,  firing  their  pieces  with  terrible  prea 
cision,  making  roads  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  which  were  quickl^ 
filled  by  fresh  men  from  the  rear.  Three  times  they  advanced  in  heav^ 
force  upon  the  battery,  but  were  driven  back  to  the  wood  with  liea xy 
loss.  Finding  that  we  were  too  near  the  wood,  you  ordered  me  to  fire 
retiring  a distance  of  100  yards.  This  order  was  successfully  compliec 
with,  notwithstanding  several  men  had  been  wounded  and  horses  killec 
and  disabled. 

In  our  new  position,  by  your  order,  I threw  several  shell-  into  a stray 
pile,  near  the  edge  of  the" timber,  around  which  large  bodies  of  the  enem; 
swarmed.  The  straw  was  soon  ignited,  and  again  we  opened  with  can 
ister  for  about  fifteen  minutes.  My  guns  were  worked  rapidly,  making 
sad  havoc  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  who  retreated  to  the  wood.  I gavj 
them  a few  shell  as  a parting  salute,  when  darkness  closed  upon  us,  aiu 
we  rested  upon  the  field.  In  about  two  hours  we  removed  to  a bette| 
position,  where  we  rested  for  the  night. 

During  the  heat  of  the  engagement  the  five  companies  of  the  Eleventl 
Kansas,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moonlight,  stood  manfull; 
at  their  posts,  and,  when  it  appeared  that  the  enemy  w^ere  about  t« 
charge  upon  me,  rushed  forward  and  assisted  in  driving  the  enemy  back 

I need  hardly  report  to  you  that  every  officer,  non-commissioned  offi' 
cer,  and  private  of  my  command  behaved  manfully  during  the  who! 
engagement.  Lieutenants  [H.]  Espey  and  [W.  W.]  Haines  and  Set 
geaut  [J.  S.]  Whicher,  commanding  sections,  rendered  me  great  assist 
ance  in  the  management  of  the  battery.  Sergeant  [G.  B.]  Sink,  when 
of  his  men  were  wounded,  took  the  company  colors,  and  still  superifi 
tended  his  piece  while  bearing  aloft  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  Corpl.  Samuel 
Mullen  and  Private  [J.]  Warren  Dibble  were  severely  wounded  early  i: 
the  engagement,  yet  remained  at  their  posts  until  its  close.  I had  j 
horses  killed,  5 badly  wounded,  and  7 slightly  wounded.  The  carriage 
of  the  battery  bear  marks  of  the  storm  of  bullets  and  buckshot  poured 
upon  us.* 

1 am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  &c  , 

JOHK  W.  RABB, 

Captain,  Commanding  Second  Battery , Indiana  Volunteers,  j 

Col.  William  F.  Cloud, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


Ko.  14. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Francis  J.  Herron , TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  Sa 
ond  and  Third  Divisions. 

* Hdqrs.  2d  and  3d  Diys.,  Army  o?  the  Frontier,  | 
Battle  field,  Prairie  Grove,  December  9,  18G2.  1 
[Sir:]  General  Blunt  has  undoubtedly  informed  you  of  the  battle  c 
yesterday.  Hindman  moved  in  to  the  east  of  Blunt,  with  his  entii 


Nominal  list  of  casualties  shows  8 men  wounded. 
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force  (25,000  men),  intending  to  cut  off  my  command.  I liad  sent  for- 
ward to  Blunt  all  my  cavalry,  Raving  left  six  regiments  of  infantry, 
three  batteries,  and  about  500  cavalry. 

General  Marmaduke  opened  on  my  advance  at  7 a.  m.  with  a Reavy 
cavalry  force,  but  I forced  them  back  to  Illinois  Creek,  8 miles  from 
Cane  Hill.  At  this  point  tkey  took  a strong  position  with  infantry  and 
artillery,  and  tried  to  prevent  my  crossing  ; but,  by  cutting  roads 
through  the  woods,  I got  the  batteries  into  position,  and  at  9.30  o’clock 
opened  on  them  with  eighteen  guns,  bringing  forward  my  infantry, 
crossing  the  creek,  and  getting  them  into  position  under  cover  of  my 
artillery.  From  this  hour  until  7 o’clock  in  the  evening  the  fighting  was 
furious. 

General  Blunt  arrived  within  1 mile  of  my  right  at  4 p.  m.,  opening 
on  the  enemy’s  left.  Learning  definitely  that  he  was  on  the  ground,  I 
ordered  the  infantry  to  charge  the  enemy’s  batteries.  The  Nineteenth 
Iowa  aud  Twentieth  Wisconsin  did  it  gallantly,  taking  a whole  battery, 
but  were  afterward  overwhelmed  and  forced  to  leave  it.  Colonel  Hus- 
ton, commanding  Second  Division,  then  charged  the  same  battery  with 
the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  and  Twenty-sixth  Indiana,  retaking  it  a sec- 
ond time,  but,  after  holding  it  half  an  hour,  were  compelled  to  give  way. 
Ihe  fighting  was  constant  and  furious  throughout  the  entire  day. 

I met  General  Blunt  late  in  the  evening,  and  we  arranged  the  attack 
for  morning;  but  daylight  found  the  rebels  gone. 

Their  loss  is  from  600  to  700  killed  and  2,500  wounded.  Ours  is  proba- 
oly  250  killed  and  700  wounded  in  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions.* 
Lieutenant-Colonel  [S.]  McFarland,  Nineteenth  Iowa,  is  killed,  and 
lolonel,  [J.  C.]  Black,  Thirty -seventh  Illinois,  Major  [W.  G.]  Thomp- 
son, Twentieth  Iowa,  and  a large  number  of  line  officers  wounded.  The 
arisoners  state  that  General  Steen  and  5 colonels  were  killed-  We  cap- 
tured four  caissons  full  of  ammunition  and  a large  number  of  small - 
irms.  Their  artillery  was  knocked  to  pieces  by  our  batteries,  and 
Major  [J.  M.J  Hubbard,  who  was  a prisoner  with  them,  reports  seeing 
fiece  after  piece  sent  off*  entirely  disabled.  The  working  of  Murphy’s 
md  Foust’s  batteries  excelled  anything  I ever  witnessed. 

General  Blunt  and  myself  had  an  interview  with  Hindman  and  Mar- 
naduke,  and  I consider  the  former  just  what  you  stated  of  him.  We 
ire  camped  on  the  battle-field.  General  Blunt  moves  to  morrow  to 
lane  Hill,  while  I occupy  this  ground. 

F.  J.  HEBBON, 

Brigadier - General , Commanding  Second  and  Third  Divisions. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  B.  Curtis, 

Saint  Louis , Mo. 


Prairie  Grove,  Ark., 

December  11,  1862. 

One  of  my  spies,  who  came  to  the  battle-field  with  Hindman’s  troops, 
tnd  retreated  with  them  to  Dripping  Springs,  has  just  come  in.  He 
eports  the  rebel  loss  at  2,500  killed  and  wounded,  including  a very 
arge  number  of  officers.  Brigadier-General  Steen,  of  Missouri,  was 
ailed,  and  some  6 or  7 field  officers  are  in  the  hospital  within  our  lines, 
fwo  batteries  were  so  much  damaged  by  the  firing  from  Foust’s  and  Mur- 
ry’s guns  as  to  be  entirely  worthless,  and  several  guns  were  hauled  off 


See  revised  statement,  p.  86. 
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in  wagons.  All  of  their  artillery  liorses  were  left  dead  on  the  field  and 
the  caissons  taken  away  by  mules  in  the  night.  Hindman’s  entire  force 
was  here,  and  from  personal  observation  I can  say  they  were  well  clothed 
and  well  armed.  My  divisions  took  over  60  prisoners,  including  2 com- 
missioned officers,  during  the  fight,  and  all  refuse  to  be  exchanged, 
except  12.  Over  150  have  come  in  since  the  battle,  and  the  report  is 
that  hundreds  are  coming  back  on  the  road  to  give  themselves  up.  The 
greater  proportion  of  the  dead  have  been  left  by  them  unburied,  and: 
Were  buried  to-day  by  my  order.  The  advance  had  arrived  at  Van* 
Buren,  and  the  rumor  was  they  were  all  going  to  Little  Rock.  The  loss 
in  my  division  is  heavy,  and  will  almost  reach  1,000  killed  and  wounded; 
For  four  hours  the  fighting  was  the  most  desperate  I ever  witnessed, 
and  within  a space  of  two  acres  250  of  our  own  and  the  enemy’s  dead 
were  found.  The  victory  is  more  complete  and  decisive  than  I had  im- 
agined. The  Iowa  regiments  fought  nobly,  the  Nineteenth  particularly 
distinguishing  itself.  We  mourn  the  loss  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Samuel 


McFarland,  and  several  other  officers  of  that  regiment,  killed.  The 
Twonfv.ci vt.Vi  Tnrlinrm.  ami  Thirtv-seventl 


Twentieth  Wisconsin,  Twenty-sixth  Indiana,  and  Thirty-seventh  Illi 
nois  fought  nobly.  The  battle-field  is  on  the  road  from  Fayettevdle  tc 
Cove  Creek,  and'just  half  way  between  the  former  place  and  Cane  Hdl 
General  Blunt  has  moved  to  Rhea’s  Mills,  while  I occupy  the  battle 
field.  I am  strengthening  my  line  with  Springfield,  and  will  have  i 
safe  to-morrow.  Have  established  a hospital  at  Fayetteville,  and  re 
moved  all  our  sick  and  wounded  to  it.  If  Steele  could  take  Little  Rock 
now  is  our  best  opportunity  to  open  the  Arkansas  River.  I hope  j ot 
will  let  us  do  it. 

F.  J.  HERRON, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.*  Samuel  R.  Curtis. 


Hdqrs.  2d  and  3d  Hivs.,  Army  of  the  Frontier,  | 
Prairie  Grove , Mr7c.,  December  12,  1862.  \ \ 

General  : After  leaving  Wilson’s  Creek,  in  accordance  with  the  oi 
ders  from  General  Blunt  and  yourself,  I moved  my  command  by  forced 
day  marches,  the  distance  being  too  great  for  day  and  night  movements 
and,  traveling  at  the  rate  of  35  miles  per  day,  reached  Fayetteville  Sui: 
day  morning,  the  7th,  at  3 o’clock.  Resting  one  hour,  I pushed  on,  anc 
when  6 miles  south  of  the  town,  my  advance  (Major  Hubbard,  with  tw 
companies  of  the  First  Missouri  Cavalry)  met  the  First  Arkansas  am 
Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry  coming  back  in  great  disorder. 

At  Cross  Hollow  General  Blunt  had  sent  me  an  order  to  send  on  a 
my  cavalry,  which  I did,  sending  all  that  was  with  the  Third  Hivisioi 
and  sending  back  for  what  was  with  the  Second  Division  to  come  u 
and  pass  me.  The  cavalry  of  the  Third  Division  started  from  Cros 
Hollow  on  Saturday,  the  6th,  at  10  a.  m.,  reaching  Cane  Hill  about  1 
o’clock  the  same  night.  The  cavalry  from  the  Second  Division  passe 
me  and  traveled  until  12  o’clock  at  night,  stopping  half  way  betwee 
Fayetteville  and  Cane  Hill  to  feed  and  start  at  daylight.  They  encampe 
with  the  First  Arkansas,  this  regiment  having  been  ordered  forward  b 
General  Blunt.  Just  at  daylight  they  were  attacked  by  a heavy  cavali 
force,  under  Marmaduke,  and  after  several  rounds  were  stampedes 
They  came  back  on  me  6 miles  south  of  Fayetteville,  at  7 a.  m.,  close! 
pursued  by  at  least  3,000  cavalry.  It  was  with  the  very  greatest  dm 
culty  that  we  got  them  checked,  and  prevented  a general  stampede  < 
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the  battery  horses;  but  after  some  hard  talking,  and  my  finally  shoot- 
ing one  cowardly  whelp  off  his  horse,  they  halted.  I at  once  formed  a 
battery  and  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  checked  Marmaduke. 

Taking  one  section  of  artillery,  four  companies  of  infantry,  and  some 
cavalry,  I pushed  on,  driving  them  4 miles,  to  Illinois  Creek,  where  I 
found  the  whole  force  in  position,  and  the  strongest  one  I had  ever  seen. 
I crossed  the  creek  with  one  of  my  staff*  to  recon noiter,  keeping  every 
one  else  out  of  sight,  and,  after  getting  a view  of  the  ground  and  sur- 
rounding country,  determined  at  once  to  attack.  I learned  the  whole 
force  had  slipped  past  Blunt,  and  was  between  us,  and  knew  that  by 
opening  the  fight  I could  bring  him  up.  Getting  two  pieces  of  Cole’s 
over,  I felt  their  position,  they  opening  on  me  with  twelve  pieces  from 
different  positions.  I then  withdrew  the  section,  and  ordered  Murphy’s 
battery  to  cut  a road  through  the  wood,  crossing  the  creek  half  a mile 
below,  getting  it  into  a fair  position  opposite  the  enemy’s  center.  Colo- 
nel Huston’s  division  (the  Second)  I ordered  to  the  same  place,  throw- 
ing two  regiments  to  the  right  of  the  battery  and  one  to  its  left.  I had 
divided  the  battery,  placing  the  halves  600  yards  apart. 

This  movement  was  entirely  concealed,  and  not  visible  to  the  enemy 
until  the  two  half  batteries  were  run  out  to  the  edge  of  the  brush  by 
hand.  I then  ordered  Colonel  [W.  W.]  Orme,  with  the  Second  Brigade 
of  the  Third  Division,  to  cross  his  battery  at  the  regular  crossing,  divid- 
ing it  and  opening  fire  at  once,  and  to  hold  his  infantry  in  rear  and  at 
the  edge  of  the  brush,  at  the  same  time  ordering  Lieutenant-Colonel 
[H.]  Bertram,  with  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  to  follow  up  Orme, 
dividing  his  battery  the  same  way,  and  forming  his  infantry  to  the  right 
of  Orme. 

At  10  o’clock  all  was  ready,  and  Murphy  opened.  The  other  bat- 
teries crossed  under  cover  of  Murphy’s  fire,  getting  into  shape  and 
opening  up  magnificently,  so  that  I had  in  ten  minutes  eighteen  pieces 
hard  at  work ; or,  as  they  afterward  styled  it,  six  full  batteries.  This 
brought  out  the  fire  of  all  their  guns,  twenty-two  in  number,  and  for 
the  next  eight  hours  it  was  hot  work.  About  half  an  hour  after  the 
firing  commenced,  they  threw  a heavy  body  of  infantry  on  my  left  and 
endeavored  to  force  it  back,  but  I ordered  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  and 
Twentieth  Wisconsin  to  charge  them,  which  they  did  in  gallant  style, 
pushing  on  for  1,000  yards  and  capturing  a battery  of  four  pieces,  but 
such  a mass  of  the  enemy  came  upon  them  they  were  compelled  to  leave 
it.  The  infantry  fighting  was  continuous  from  11  until  5 o’clock. 

At  4 o’clock  a battery  opened  about  1 mile  to  the  right  of  my  right 
flank,  throwing  two  shells  into  my  line  of  skirmishers.  At  first  I thought 
the  rebels  had  worked  around  me,  but,  upon  making  a reconnaissance 
in  person,  I discovered  it  to  be  Blunt’s  advance,  whereupon  I sent  him 
word  to  change  his  fire.  For  two  hours  Blunt  had  a severe  artillery 
fight,  and  at  6.30  o’clock  the  firing  closed.  1 was  then  about  1,000  yards 
in  advance  of  the  creek  crossed  in  the  morping,  with  Murphy’s  battery 
still  in  a high  position  in  the  rear.  We  lay  on  our  arms  that  night,  the 
pickets  within  50  yards  of  each  other. 

At  3 a.  m.'I  formed  my  line  ready  to  open,  and  while  doing  so  saw  a 
flag  of  truce  approaching.  It  proved  to  be  General  Marmaduke  and 
staff,  with  a communication  for  General  Blunt,  in  answer,  they  said,  to 
one  he  had  sent  them.  I held  them,  and  sent  the  document  to  Blunt, 
whose  quarters  were  1 mile  from  me.  He  returned  by  my  adjutant- 
general  a verbal  reply,  which  they  refused  to  accept,  and  I visited  Blunt 
in  person,  telling  him  that  I thought  they  had  left  the  field.  He  re- 
turned a written  reply,  with  which  I started  them ; but  hardly  had  it  dis- 
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appeared  beyond  their  pickets  until  another  flag  came,  asking  a per- 
sonal interview  with  Blunt.  This  the  general  granted,  and  at  7 o’clock 
called  for  me  to  accompany  him.  I saw  what  was  up,  and,  before  start- 
ing, ordered  two  regiments  to  advance  through  the  brush  on  my  left  and 
occupy  the  hill  where  the  enemy  were  posted.  This  they  did,  the  rebel 
pickets  retiring  before  them.  During  the  interview,  Hindman  was 
informed  of  it,  and  asked  Blunt  to  withdraw  them.  He  referred  the 
matter  to  me,  and  I refused. 

At  10  o’clock  the  interview  ended,  Blunt  having  given  Hindman 
until  5 p.  m.  to  bury  his  dead.  They  immediately  sent  forward  two 
regiments  of  cavalry  for  that  purpose,  but  instead  of  doing  it  they  com- 
menced gathering  up  arms,  &c.  I went  then  in  person  and  notified 
both  colonels  that  any  of  their  men  found  gathering  or  carrying  off 
arms,  or  at  anything  else  than  burying  the  dead,  I would  hold  them  as 
prisoners  of  war.  This  had  the  desired  effect,  and  we  thus  secured  the 
arms  on  the  field  in  spite  of  the  flag  of  truce. 

My  two  divisions,  the  Second  and  Third,  fought  splendidly,  while  the 
artillery  firing  of  Murphy’s,  Foust’s,  and  Backof’s  batteries  was  the 
finest  thing  I ever  witnessed.  The  artillery  horses  of  the  enemy  lie 
dead,  four  and  six  in  a heap,  wherever  their  batteries  were  placed.  On 
less  than  two  acres  of  ground  laid  300  of  our  own  and  the  rebel  dead. 
It  was  terrible — terrific  in  the  extreme. 

The  loss  in  my  own  immediate  division  (Third)  is  483  killed  and 
wounded ; in  the  Second,  Colonel  Huston  commanding,  350  killed  and 
wounded,  making  a total,  in  my  two  divisions,  of  almost  850.*  The  loss 
in  General  Blunt’s  division  is  about  150  killed  and  wounded.*  I have 
established  a post  hospital  at  Fayetteville,  and  removed  all  my  wounded 
to  that  point,  as  has  General  Blunt. 

We  want  sanitary  goods  badly.  Lieutenant-Colonel  McFarland,  of 
the  Nineteenth  Iowa,  was  killed  in  the  first  charge,  with  5 captains  and 
a large  number  of  lieutenants  of  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  and  Twentieth 
Wisconsin  Regiments.  In  the  second  charge,  made  by  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Indiana  and  Thirty-seventh  Illinois,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Black,  of 
the  Thirty-seventh,  and  his  adjutant,  were  both  badly  wounded,  and 
the  adjutant,  with  several  captains  and  lieutenants  of*  the  Twenty-sixth 
Indiana,  killed.  Major  Thompson,  Twentieth  Iowa,  was  also  badly 
wounded.  Five  of  my  body  guard  were  wounded  and  12  horses  killed. 

At  one  time,  while  passing  from  the  right  to  the  left  through  an  open 
field,  they  opened  two  pieces  on  me  from  a distance  of  300  yards,  killing 
2 horses  of  my  body  guard  and  wounding  1 man.  The  head  was  shot 
off  the  horse  immediately  in  rear  of  me.  I can  assure  you  it  was  hot 
work. 

The  rebel  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  not  less  than  2,500  men,  while 
by  desertion  it  will  be  from  5,000  to  8,000.  They  are  fleeing  in  every 
direction.  Of  over  GO  prisoners  taken  during  the  fight,  not  over  12  will 
go  back,  as  they  positively  refuse  to  be  exchanged. 

I am  now  occupying  the  battle-field,  while  General  Blunt  is  at  Rhea’s 
Mills,  5 miles  west.  Two  of  his  brigades  are  at  Cane  Hill.  We  have 
assisted  the  rebels  in  moving  all  their  wounded  to  Cane  Hill,  and  have 
furnished  them  five  days’  rations.  Had  it  not  been  for  us  they  would 
have  starved  to  death. 

We  have  as  trophies,  captured  during  the  fight,  four  caissons,  filled 
with  good  ammunition  and  everything  in  good  style.  We  have  also 
about  400  stand  of  good  arms,  gathered  on  the  field;  this  is  clear  gain. 


See  revised  statement,  p.  8C>. 
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In  regard  to  General  Blunt,  I would  say  that  he  is,  heyond  question, 
a good  fighting  man.  Last  evening  I spent  with  him  at  Bhea’s  Mills. 
Major  Van  Antwerp  is  here,  and  makes  a very  efficient  officer. 

In  conclusion,  general,  permit  me  to  say  that  you  have  here  a good, 
reliable  army,  but  there  are  some  officers  that  must  be  cleared  out. 
They  are  worse  than  worthless.  It  was  a narrow  escape  getting  rid  of 
Colonel  Wright. 

With  kind  regards  to  Mrs.  Curtis,  Major  Harry,  and  others,  I am, 
very  respectfully,  your  friend, 

F.  J.  HEBBO N, 

Brigadier- General. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  B.  Curtis, 

Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  2d  and  3d  Divs.,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Battle-field  of  Prairie  Grove , Arlc .,  December  19,  1862. 

General:  In  reviewing  the  operations  of  the  7th  instant,  I must 
necessarily  commence  my  report  a few  days  .previous  to  that  date. 

On  the  morning  of  December  3,  I was  encamped,  with  the  Second 
and  Third  Divisions  of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier,  at  Wilson’s  Creek, 
Mo.,  and  there  received  your  dispatch  announcing  the  advance  of  the 
rebel  forces  under  General  Hindman,  and  ordering  me  to  move  forward, 
with  my  command,  to  your  support,  at  Cane  Hill,  Ark.  Within  three 
hours  after  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch,  the  Third  Division  was  in  mo- 
tion, the  Second  soon  following, 

Beaching  Elkhorn  on  the  evening  of  the  5tli  instant,  I there  received 
your  order  to  send  forward  all  my  cavalry  to  you,  and,  in  obedience 
thereto,  I ordered  forward  Colonel  Wickersham,  with  the  Tenth  Illinois, 
First  Iowa,  Eighth  Missouri,  and  First  Battalion  Second  Wisconsin 
Cavalry,  all  of  which  reached  you  safely. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  7th  instant,  at  4 o’clock,  I arrived  at  Fay- 
etteville, having  marched  all  night,  and  was  pushing  rapidly  forward, 
expecting  to  join  you  by  10  o’clock  of  the  same  day,  when,  6 miles  south 
of  Fayetteville,  my  advance,  consisting  of  two  companies  of  the  First 
Missouri  Yolunteer  Cavalry,  under  Maj.  J.  M.  Hubbard,  discovered  a 
body  of  cavalry  falling  back  on  the  road  in  great  disorder.  It  proved 
to  be  the  First  Arkansas  and  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry,  that  were 
moving  forward  to  join  you,  and  had  been  attacked  by  a large  force  of 
rebel  cavalry,  under  General  Marmaduke,  near  Illinois  Creek,  10  miles 
from  Cane  Hill.  After  some  effort,  the  retreating  cavalry  were  checked 
and  reformed;  but  in  holding  the  rebel  advance,  the  First  Battalion 
First  Missouri  Cavalry  was  severely  handled  and  Major  Hubbard 
taken  prisoner.  Here  the  rebels  formed  in  line  of  battle,  but  on  open- 
ing fire  upon  them  with  a section  of  Battery  E,  First  Missouri  Artil- 
lery, they  were  soon  put  to  flight,  and  driven  back  4 miles,  to  Illinois 
Creek.  Here  I discovered  the  enemy  in  position  directly  in  front  on 
each  side  of  the  road,  occupying  a high  ridge,  about  three-quarters  of 
a mile  from  the  ford  of  the  creek,  covered  with  timber  and  thick  under- 
brush. 

Wishing  to  feel  the  position  of  the  enemy,  I ordered  the  .Ninety- 
fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  with  a section  of  Battery  E,  First  Missouri 
Light  Artillery,  across  the  creek,  and  opened  fire  upon  them.  Their 
batteries  were  in  good  position,  commanding  the  ford  of  the  creek,  and, 
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having  excellent  range,  compelled  my  advance  to  fall  back,  it  being 
impossible  to  move  my  command  across  the  ford  under  their  fire. 

I then  ordered  Colonel  Huston,  commanding  the  Second  Division,  to 
cut  a road  through  the  timber,  and  move  Battery  F (Captain  Murphy), 
First  Missouri  Artillery,  to  a point  on  the  south  side  of  the  creek,  and 
half  a mile  from  the  regular  ford,  my  intention  being  to  draw  the  fire 
of  the  enemy,  to  enable  my  infantry  to  cross  the  creek  at  the  ford.  The 
movement  was  entirely  successful,  the  battery  dividing,  getting  into 
position,  and  opening  fire  on  the  enemy  before  they  discovered  the  move- 
ment. Under  cover  of  its  fire,  I ordered  forward  the  batteries  of  Cap- 
tain Backof,  Lieutenant  Foust,  and  Lieutenant  Borris,  supported  by 
the  Nineteenth  Iowa,  Twentieth  Wisconsin,  and  Ninety-fourth  Illinois 
Infantry.  So  rapidly  was  the  order  obeyed  that  the  whole  eighteen 
pieces  were  at  work  before  the  enemy  could  obtain  our  range.  The  fire 
was  rapidly  replied  to  by  the  rebel  batteries,  which  had  every  advantage 
in  position  ; but  so  accurate  was  the  firing  that  in  one  hour  nearly  all 
their  batteries  were  silenced. 

During  this  time  1 had  formed  the  infantry,  the  Second  Division,  Colo- 
nel Huston  commanding,  occupying  the  right,  and  the  Third  Division, 
under  my  immediate  command,  the  left  of  my  position.  It  required 
but  a short  time  to  satisfy  myself  that  the  rebels  were  present  in  largely 
superior  force,  and  I immediately  determined  to  give  them  the  best  fight 
I could  until  you  could  come  up  with  additional  forces.  The  enemy 
making  a movement  of  their  infantry  toward  my  left,  I ordered  forward 
the  Second  Brigade  of  the  Third  Division,  under  Col.  W.  W.  Orme,  to 
the  base  of  the  ridge  occupied  by  them,  and,  while  their  attention  was 
attracted  by  the  fire  of  the  Second  Brigade,  I moved  up  the  First  Bri- 
gade, under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bertram.  The  batteries  ad- 
vanced across  the  open  field  with  the  infantry,  pouring  in  a terrible  fire 
of  grape  and  canister.  When  within  100  yards  of  the  ridge,  the  Twen- 
tieth Wisconsin  and  Nineteenth  Iowa  Infantry  were  ordered  to  charge 
a battery  placed  near  a farm  house,  on  the  edge  of  the  hill.  The  charge 
was  made  in  gallant  style,  the  enemy  driven  back,  and  the  battery 
taken,  but  the  ground  could  not  be  held.  Kegiment  after  regiment  of 
infantry  was  hurled  upon  them,  and  they  were  compelled  to  fall  back. 
This  was  followed  by  a charge  of  the  rebels  en  masse  upon  the  batteries 
of  Captains  Foust  and  Backof,  and  Lieutenant  Borris.  Never  was 
there  more  real  courage  and  pluck  displayed,  and  more  downright  hard 
fighting  done,  than  at  this  moment  by  the  above-named  batteries.  Ad- 
vancing to  within  100  yards  of  the  guns,  the  rebels  received  a fire  that 
could  not  be  withstood,  and  retreated  in  disorder,  receiving,  as  they 
ran,  a terrible  fire,  causing  great  slaughter  among  them. 

For  the  management  of  his  battery  and  the  soldier-like  qualities  dis- 
played by  Captain  Foust,  Company  E,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery, 
at  this  time  especially,  he  deserves  very  great  credit.  Colonel  Huston 
was  then  instructed  to  move  one  of  his  brigades  from  the  right  to  the 
support  of  the  center. 

Arriving  at  the  point  and  discovering  the  rebel  infantry  again  moving 
down  the  hill,  Colonel  Huston  ordered  the  Twenty-sixth  Indiana  and 
Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Begiments  to  charge  them,  which  they  did,  Colo- 
nel Huston  leading  them  in  person.  It  was  a repetition  of  the  first 
charge  5 the  same  battery  was  captured,  the  enemy  again  driven  back, 
and  we,  in  turn,  compelled  to  abandon  the  position  by  force  of  numbers. 

About  this  time  (12.30  p.  m.)  a battery  opened  some  distance  from  my 
right,  which  I soon  discovered  to  be  from  your  division.  With  the  knowl- 
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edge  that  you  had  really  arrived,  a new  spirit  was  infused  in  my  com- 
mand, now  almost  worn  out  by  the  severe  work,  and  they  went  at  it 
again  with  increased  vigor.  When  your  column  moved  up,  the  Second 
Brigade  of  the  Second  Division,  Col.  William  McE.  Dye  commanding, 
also  advanced  on  your  left,  having  a severe  fight  in  the  timber,  and  driv- 
ing the  enemy  from  the  hillside.  From  this  hour  until  dark  the  firing 
was  steady  and  terrific,  the  batteries  of  the  First  Division  firing  the  last 
round. 

My  command  slept  on  their  arms  nearly  1,000  yards  in  advance  of  the 
position  occupied  in  the  morning,  and  ready  to  renew  the  fight  at  day- 
break. The  arrangement  for  attack  on  the  8th  ; the  flight  of  the  enemy 
during  the  night ; the  trickery  of  the  rebel  Generals  Hindman  and  Mar- 
maduke,  are  all  known  to  you.  Night  alone  saved  them  from  capture. 

I have  as  captures  four  caissons  complete,  and  filled  with  ammuni- 
tion ; a number  of  sets  of  artillery  harness,  caisson  wheels,  and  about 
300  stand  of  arms.  I regret  to  state  that  my  loss  was  very  severe. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  McFarland,  who  led  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  in  the 
first  charge,  a true  man  and  gallant  soldier,  sleeps  his  last  sleep.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Black,  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  ; Major  Thompson,  Twen- 
tieth Iowa,  and  a large  number  of  line  officers,  are  wounded.  Major 
Bredett,  of  the  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry,  a brave  and  noble  soldier, 
was  killed  in  the  early  part  of  the  battle.  My  troops  all  did  well. 
Iowa,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Indiana,  and  Missouri,  side  by  side,  proved 
by  the  truest  test  their  loyalty  and  love  of  country. 

Colonel  Huston,  commanding  Second  Division,  was  always  in  the 
front  and  did  valuable  service.  Colonels  Orme,  Clark,  McE.  Dye, 
and  Bertram,  commanding  brigades,  were  with  their  commands  in  the 
thickest  of  the  fight,  and  performed  their  duties  well. 

I must  especially  mention  the  working  of  Murphy’s,  Foust’s,  Backof’s, 
and  Borris’  batteries.  The  former  fired  his  guns  with  the  precision  of 
a sharpshooter,  while  the  others  worked  their  pieces  gallantly  in  the 
midst  of  a terrible  infantry  fire. 

My  cavalry,  the  First  Iowa,  Eighth  Missouri,  Tenth  Illinois,  and  Sec- 
ond Wisconsin,  having  been  with  you  during  the  day,  I know  but  little 
of  the  parts  taken  by  them.  They  have  on  other  fields  proved  them- 
selves worthy  of  the  name  of  American  soldiers,  and  I have  no  doubt 
sustained  it  while  with  you. 

Maj.  J.  M.  Hubbard  and  his  command,  the  fighting  battalion  of  the 
First  Missouri  Cavalry,  gallantly  held  in  check  the  rebel  advance  in  the 
early  part  of  the  day,  and  on  this  occasion  officers  and  men  have  added 
to  their  already  high  reputation. 

To  Capt.  William  Hyde  Clark,  my  assistant  adjutant- general,  who 
had  for  three  days  been  carried  sick  in  an  ambulance,  but  mounted  that 
morning  to  be  with  me  during  the  battle,  I am  much  indebted  for  serv- 
ices on  the  field,  and  also  to  Captain  Littleton,  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence; Captain  Brewster,  Lieutenants  Pettit,  Shiras,  and  Douglas,  of 
my  staff,  for  their  conduct  and  assistance  throughout  the  battle. 

There  were  many  instances  of  individual  courage  and  bravery  that 
I should  like  to  mention,  but  will  have  to  refer  you  to  the  reports  of 
brigade  commanders.  Of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Black,  Thirty-seventh  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  I must  say  that  a braver  man  never  went  upon  the  bat- 
tle field,  and  he  has  on  this  occasion  added  to  the  laurels  won  at  Pea 
Bidge. 

In  conclusion,  general,  let  me  say  for  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions 
that  they  had  marched  110  miles  in  three  days  to  join  you,  and  that  they 
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came  upon  the  field  weak  in  numbers,  on  account  of  the  severity  of  the 
march,  3,500  men  being  all  that  I had  engaged.* 

I am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  HEREOF, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Second  and  Third  Divisions. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier. 

[Inclosure.  ] 

Hdqrs.  2d  and  3d  Divs.,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Prairie  Grove , Ark.,  December  10,  1862. 

Fellow  Soldiers  : It  is  with  pride  and  pleasure  that  I am  enabled 
to  congratulate  you  on  the  victory  so  recently  achieved  over  the  enemy. 
Meeting  their  combined  forces,  vastly  your  superiors  in  numbers ; armed  ! 
and  equipped  in  the  most  efficient  manner,  contrary  to  what  we  had 
been  led  to  believe;  marshaled  by  their  ablest  generals;  posted  in  a j 
strong  position  of  their  own  selection,  prepared  and  ready  to  attack  us ; 
entertaining  toward  us  feelings  of  hatred  and  fiendish  passion,  evoked  1 
by  infamous  lies,  which  even  rebel  generals  should  have  disdained  to  ! 
utter,  you,  fellow  soldiers,  after  a forced  march  of  over  100  miles  in  less 
than  three  days,  weary,  exhausted,  and  almost  famishing,  animated 
only  by  that  feeling  of  patriotism  that  induced  you  to  give  up  the  pleas- 
ures and  comforts  of  home  to  undergo  the  dangers  and  hardships  of 
the  field,  did  most  gallantly  meet,  fight,  and  rejiulse  the  enemy.  Your 
fellow  soldiers  elsewhere ; your  friends  and  relatives  at  home ; your 
fellow  citizens,  and  your  country,  as  they  learn  of  the  splendid  service 
of  the  artillerymen  ; of  the  determined  daring  and  brillant  charges  of 
the  infantry,  will  render  you  that  praise  and  honor  which  is  justly  your  I 
due.  Iowa,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Wisconsin,  and  Missouri,  your  native 
States,  are  proud  of  their  noble  sons.  I,  who  witnessed  your  gallant 
daring  m every  encounter,  in  behalf  of  your  country  and  myself,  tender 
you  grateful  thanks  for  the  services  you  have  rendered. 

While  we  drop  a tear,  therefore,  for  those  who  have  fallen,  and 
sympathize  with  those  who  are  yet  suffering,  let  us  not  forget  to  render 
thanks  to  the  Beneficent  Giver  of  all  blessings  for  the  success  that  has 
thus  far  attested  the  truth  and  right  of  our  glorious  cause. 

F.  J.  HEREOF, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Second  and  Third  Divisions. 


Ho.  15. 

Report  of  Col.  Daniel  Huston , jr.,  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry,  command-  j 

ing  Second  Division. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  December  9,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  division  under  my  command  in  the  action  of  the  7th  instant.  j 
After  a rapid  march  of  66  miles  from  Camp  Lyon,  accomplished  in 
two  and  a half  days,  the  division  reached  Cross  Hollow  at  7 o’clock  on  j 
the  evening  of  the  6th  instant,  and  there  remained  until  12  midnight, 
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wlien  the  march  was  resumed,  arriving  in  Fayetteville  at  sunrise  on  the 
morning  of  the  7th. 

I had  intended  to  await  at  Fayetteville  the  arrival  of  the  trains,  in 
order  to  allow  the  men  to  procure  breakfast,  much  needed  after  their 
long  and  toilsome  night  march.  Before  the  arrival  of  the  trains  afforded 
opportunity  for  so  doing,  a message  from  General  Blunt,  with  an  indorse- 
ment thereonby  the  general  commanding,  was  received,  urging  me  to 
bring  forward  my  division  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Without  a moment’s 
delay  I put  my  column  in  motion,  and  before  noon  had  united  with  the 
Third  Division  on  the  bank  of  Illinois  Creek,  in  front  of  the  enemy. 

Very  soon  after  my  arrival,  by  direction  of  the  commanding  general, 
I brought  forward  Battery  F (Murphy’s),  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery, 
and,  dividing  it  into  half  batteries,  placed  the  three  pieces  of  the  right 
half,  under  Lieutenant  Marr,  at  a point  in  the  open  field,  affording  a 
good  command  of  the  enemy’s  position. 

The  left  half,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Captain  Murphy 
himself,  I placed  in  a more  commanding  position,  about  400  yards  from 
there  to  the  right,  upon  higher  ground.  In  compliance  with  an  order 
received  from  the  commanding  general,  I then  directed  Captain  Murphy 
to  open  the  attack,  which  he  did  in  gallant  style,  followed  by  the  bat- 
teries of  the  Third  Division,  posted  on  lower  ground  in  front. 

| I had  meanwhile  placed  the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry  as  a 
support  to  protect  the  battery  on  the  right,  and  the  Twentieth  Iowa 
Infantry  on  the  left,  with  the  Twenty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry  100  yards 
in  the  rear  and  center,  under  cover  of  a thick  growth  of  young  wood, 
as  a reserve.  Occupying  this  position,  the  battery  did  superb  execu- 
tion, and,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  battery  of  my  command  and 
those  of  the  Third  Division,  silenced  all  those  the  enemy  brought  for- 
ward, as  soon  as  their  position  could  be  ascertained.  The  enemy’s 
batteries  being  silenced,  I was  ordered  to  move  forward  two  infantry 
regiments  of  my  division  to  the  support  of  the  infantry  of  the  other 
division,  which  were  falling  back,  after  a desperate  assault  of  the  ene- 
my’s position,  on  the  ridge.  I brought  forward  the  Twenty-sixth  In- 
diana and  the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  at  double-quick. 

Finding,  on  my  arrival  at  the  foot  of  the  ridge,  that  the  other  regi- 
ments had  fallen  back  so  far,  and  were  so  badly  cut  up  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  give  them  time  to  reform,  I ordered  the  two  regiments  to  move 
up  the  hill  to  assault  the  position  of  the  enemy,  strongly  posted  on  the 
✓ crest  of  the  ridge.  Throwing  out  a company  of  skirmishers  from  each 
to  cover  their  front,  both  regiments  moved  steadily  and  compactly  for- 
ward till  they  reached  a point  75  to  100  yards  beyond  the  crest  of  the 
ridge,  when  the  skirmishers  commenced  firing  upon  the  enemy,  of  whom 
comparatively  few  could  be  seen.  Suddenly  the  infantry  of  the  enemy, 
which  had  been  lying  down,  concealed  by  the  thick  brush  and  leaves, 
rose  up  in  one  overwhelming  number  and  poured  in  a deadly,  galling 
fire,  which  was  withstood  and  returned  for  a time  by  our  troops  with 
the  coolness  and  firmness  of  veteran  soldiers.  The  preponderance  of 
numbers  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  was  so  great  that  the  infantry  was 
eventually  forced  to  retire  in  some  little  confusion ; but  they  soon  re- 
formed in  good  order,  taking  a position  about  250  yards  from  the  foot 
of  the  ridge,  which  they  maintained  until  the  close  of  the  action.  The 
two  regiments  had  lost  nearly  one-third  their  number  in  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  desperate  assault.  All  these  operations  took  place 
under  my  immediate  supervision. 

During  this  time  the  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry,  which  had  formed  the 
left  support  of  Murphy’s  battery,  was,  by  some  mistake  in  conveyance 
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of  an  order,  without  my  knowledge  brought  into  action  beyond  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  line.  The  movements  of  this  regiment  took  place 
beyond  my  immediate  sphere  of  observation,  but  it  is  only  necessary 
for  me  to  say  that  it  was  led  by  Col.  William  McE.  Dye,  an  old,  tried, 
and  gallant  soldier,  and  that  Iowa’s  sons  will  always  be  in  the  front  of 
battle. 

For  a detailed  report  of  the  operations  of  the  regiment,  I refer  you 
to  the  official  report  of  Colonel  Dye,  herewith  inclosed. 

Murphy’s  battery,  from  different  positions,  at  distances  from  500  to 
1,000  yards  from  the  enemy’s  lines,  which  it  occupied  as  occasion  re- 
quired, continued  throughout  the  engagement  to  pour  a terrible  fire  into 
their  ranks,  nobly  sustaining  the  reputation  of  its  chief,  and  the  regi- 
ment to  which  it  belongs.  The  first  section  of  the  Peoria  Light  Battery, 
Lieutenant  Borris  commanding,  consisting  of  one  6-pounder  field  piece 
and  of  one  12-pounder  howitzer,  when  the  infantry  regiments  of  the 
division  moved  forward,  was  ordered  to  a point  upon  the  left  of  Foust’s 
battery,  of  the  Third  Division,  about  800  yards  from  the  enemy’s  posi- 
tion on  the  ridge,  where  he  opened  a very  destructive  fire  upon  their 
line  j particularly  upon  two  houses,  behind  which  they  had  taken  shelter. 
This  position  Lieutenant  Borris  maintained  during  the  greater  portion 
of  the  engagement.  Owing  to  the  momentary  repulse  of  the  infantry,  I 
ordered  the  section  to  be  removed  a short  distance  to  the  rear.  I soon, 
however,  ordered  it  back  to  its  old  position,  where  it  continued  firing 
while  any  sign  of  the  enemy  appeared. 

The  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry  and  two  companies  of  the  Sixth  Mis- 
souri .Cavalry , under  command  of  Major  [E.]  Bredett,  of  the  Seventh 
Missouri  Cavalry,  were  ordered,  on  the  day  previous  to  the  battle,  to 
proceed  to  Cane  Hill,  and  there  report  to  General  Blunt.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  the  7th  instant,  when  within  4 miles  of  General  Blunt’s 
camp,  while  feeding  their  horses,  Major  Bredett’s  command  was  sur- 
rounded by  a force  of  3,000  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  with  a battery  of 
artillery,  and,  after  a short  engagement,  was  dispersed,  losing  a consid- 
erable number  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 

Among  the  missing  is  Major  Bredett  (since  found  dead),  command- 
ing the  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry,  a gallant  and  accomplished  soldier, 
whose  loss  is  severely  felt.  The  only  officer  known  to  be  killed  was 
Capt.  William  McKee,  Company  D,  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry,  a brave 
man,  who  fell  in  the  full  performance  of  his  duty. 

The  scattered  fragments  of  the  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry  were  re- 
formed later  in  the  day,  and,  under  the  command  of  Captains  Love  and 
Bockwell,  brought  into  action  in  support  of  the  Peoria  battery.  Two 
companies  of  the  Second  Battalion,  First  Missouri  Cavalry,  under  com- 
mand of  Major  [C.]  Banzhaf,  forming  the  general  escort  of  the  division, 
were  placed  upon  the  extreme  left  to  watch  the  enemy,  and  toward  the 
close  of  the  day  were  ordered  to  the  rear  to  protect  the  trains.  Major 
Banzhaf  rendered  efficient  service  during  the  day  as  aide-de-camp  to 
myself  and  the  general  commanding. 

After  the  regiments  were  reformed  and  the  batteries  placed  in  the 
last-named  positions,  night  soon  closed  the  engagement.  The  exhausted 
troops,  wearied  by  their  long  marches  and  the  toils  of  the  day,  and  al- 
most famished  by  an  abstinence  of  thirty-six  hours  from  food,  lay  down 
on  their  arms,  ready  for  a renewal  of  the  fight  on  the  coming  day,  which 
the  retreat  of  the  enemy  during  the  night  prevented. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  division  conducted  themselves  during 
the  entire  engagement  in  a manner  which  meets  my  approval,  and  does 
credit  to  themselves  and  the  States  to  which  they  belong. 
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Among  those  whose  conduct  fell  under  my  special  observation,  and 
whom  I would  bring  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  commanding  gen- 
eral, are  Colonel  [J.  G-.]  Clark,  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Indiana  Volunteers $ 
Lieutenant-Colonel  [J.  C.]  Black,  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Volun- 
teers, and  Adjt.  Dela  Hunt,  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Indiana,  the  two  latter 
of  whom  were  severely  wounded ; also  Lieutenant  Chandler,  assistant 
adjutant-general  of  the  division,  who  was  conspicuous  everywhere  upon 
the  field,  rendering  most  invaluable  assistance,  being  the  only  officer  on 
my  staff  present  d-uring  the  engagement. 

Under  the  energetic  superintendence  of  Surg.  F.  G.  Porter,  medical 
director  of  the  division,  the  medical  corps  of  the  division  were  active 
and  unceasing  in  their  efforts  to  relieve  the  wounded,  performing  their 
duties  in  an  admirable  manner. 

I have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  reports  of  the  commanders  of 
brigades,  regiments,  battalions,  and  batteries  composing  the  division. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANL.  HUSTON,  Jr., 

Colonel  1th  Mo.  Vol.  Cav.s  Comdg.  2d  Div Army  of  the  Frontier. 

Capt.  William  Hyde  Clark, 

A.  A.  G.,  Second  and  Third  Divisions , Army  of  the  Frontier. 


No.  16. 

Report  of  Col.  John  G.  Clark,  Twenty -sixth  Indiana  Infantry,  command- 
ing First  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  1st  Brig.,  2d  Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Prairie  Grove , Ark.,  December  14,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  state  the  part  taken  in  the  action  of  Sun- 
day, December  7,  by  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Army  of  the 
Frontier. 

The  Seventh  Missouri  Volunteer  Cavalry,  forming  a part  of  the  bri- 
gade, was  ordered  forward  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant,  and  I did 
not  see  them  again  until  after  the  battle.  About  10  a.  m.  I was  ordered 
forward  from  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  where  we  had  halted  to  allow  the  men 
to  get  rations  from  the  wagons,  and,  by  rapid  marching,  reached  the 
field  of  action  (about  10  miles  distant)  at  1 p.  m.  As  soon  as  we  reached 
the  ground,  the  section  of  the  Peoria  battery  attached  to  my  brigade  was 
ordered  into  position,  and,  by  the  consent  of  Colonel  Huston,  command- 
ing the  division,  I assumed  command  of  my  own  regiment,  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry. 

The  regiment  was  at  that  time  ordered  on  the  left  of  the  Thirty-seventh 
Illinois  Volunteers,  which  formed  the  extreme  right  of  the  line  of  battle. 
Soon  after,  the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  and  the  Twenty-sixth  Indiana 
were  ordered  forward,  and  moved  to  the  left  of  the  line,  where  they 
were  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy,  who  were  strongly  posted  on  a hiil 
covered  with  timber.  My  regiment  succeeded  in  reaching  a point  some 
75  yards  beyond  the  crest  of  the  hill,  but  was  overpowered  by  being  out- 
numbered two  to  one,  and  driven  back  in  considerable  disorder,  but 
rallied  before  they  were  beyond  the  reach  of  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  The 
regiment  was  then  ordered  to  fall  back,  and  take  position  on  the  main 
road,  where  it  remained  until  the  next  morning. 
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The  regiment  had  in  the  ranks  at  the  commencement  of  the  action  445 
men,  of  whom * 

The  conduct  of  the  regiment  was  all  I could  expect  under  tliecircum-  I 
stances,  and  I cheerfully  attest  to  the  bravery  and  good  conduct  of  both  ! 
officers  and  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHX  G.  CLARK, 

Colonel , Commanding  First  Brigade , Second  Division.  i 
Col.  Daniel  Huston,  Jr.,  Commanding  Second  Division. 


Ko.  17. 

Report  of  Lieut  Herman  Dorris,  Battery  A,  Second  Illinois  Light  Artillery.  ■> 

Camp  at  Prairie  Grove,  Ark., 

December  8,  1862.  | 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  an  order  from  Colonel  Huston,  commanding  ; 
Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier,  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  ! 
following  report : | 

My  section  (first  section  Peoria  Light  Artillery),  entered,  with  other  . 
troops  from  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  under  command  of  Colo- 
nel Clark,  the  field  of  battle  at  noon  on  the  7th  instant.  The  battle  had  i 
then  commenced.  I took  possession  of  a place  on  our  left,  on  the  main  ! 
road,  about  600  yards  from  the  enemy,  so  as  to  bring  the  section  in  an 
echelon  position  with  the  other  batteries  of  our  army.  Here  I commenced  i 
firing,  and  kept  it  up  until  about  4.30  o’clock,  when  a charge  of  our  in- 1 
fantry  was  repelled,  which  compelled  them  to  retreat  toward  my  position.  ■ 
I ceased  firing,  but  renewed  the  fire  as  soon  as  our  infantry  was  covered 
against  my  artillery.  I had  scarcely  fired  two  rounds  per  piece  when 
the  battery  in  front  of  me  (Captain  Cole’s  battery)  left  their  position  and  \ 
passed  by  me.  The  other  artillery  on  the  right  of  my  section  did  the> 
same.  The  confusion  was  great.  While  the  whole  line  of  battle  was* 
going  to  retreat,  I limbered  up  to  the  rear  and  tried  to  get  a favorable 
position,  which  would  allow  me  to  keep  back  the  foe.  In  this  I suc- 
ceeded, after  I had  crossed  a creek  200  yards  in  rear  of  my  last  posi-> 
tion.  The  enemy  having  given  up  the  pursuit,  Colonel  Huston  then 
ordered  the  batteries  back,  and  gave  my  section  a position  in  an  open 
field,  about  900  yards  from  the  enemy’s  line.  After  having  fired  there 
a few  rounds,  the  colonel  ordered  my  section  to  its  first  position,  where 
I commenced  firing  again,  and  kept  it  up  until  I ran  short  of  ammuni- 
tion. The  men,  without  exception,  have  fulfilled  their  duties  as  soldiers 
and  good  artillerymen.  I have  fired  during  the  whole  engagement  320 
rounds. 

I brought  into  action,  rank  and  file,  40  men,  from  whom  are  killed, 
wounded,  or  missing,  none.  My  horses  are  well,  with  the  exception 
of  two,  which  are  slightly  wounded  by  pieces  of  shell,  but  not  rendered 
unserviceable.  The  pieces,  caissons,  and  the  harness  are  in  good  con- 
dition. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  BORRIS, 

Lieutenant , Commanding  First  Section  Peoria  Battery. 

Colonel  Clark, 

Comdg.  First  Brigade , Second  Division , Army  of  the  Frontier. 

* Summary  of  casualties,  omitted,  embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  85. 
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No.  18. 

Report  of  Capt.  Milton  H.  Brawner , Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry . 

Hdqrs.  Seventh  Missouri  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

Prairie  Grove , ArA;.,  December  11,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  detachment  of  Seventh  Mis- 
souri Volunteer  Cavalry,  ordered  forward  from  Camp  Sigel  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  6th  of  December,  under  command  of  Major  Bredett,  marched 
in  a southwesterly  direction  with  the  utmost  rapidity,  passing  through 
Fayetteville  (a  distance  of  46  miles)  at  dark.  Advancing  4 miles,  a short 
halt  was  ordered,  for  the  purpose  of  resting  the  worn-out  men  and  horses. 

At  2 a.  m.,  December  7,  the  command  again  moved  forward,  and  at 
daylight,  when  within  4 miles  of  Cane  Hill,  halted  to  feed.  While  feed- 
ing (with  bridles  off  and  girths  loosened),  a cavalry  troop  (part  of  the 
Eighth  Missouri  Cavalry)  passed  through  the  lane  in  which  we  were 
feeding.  When  nearly  through  they  were  assailed  by  a volley  of  small- 
arms,  fired  by  an  unseen  foe  (concealed  by  thick  underbrush  and  corn- 
fields), which  threw  them  into  great  disorder,  they  retreating  through 
our  column,  causing  great  confusion.  Major  Bfedett  at  this  juncture 
behaved  with  great  coolness  and  bravery,  using  his  utmost  exertion  to 
rally  and  form  the  men.  The  line  was  twice  formed,  but  the  enemy 
pouring  in  heavy  volleys  on  our  front,  left,  and  rear,  the  retreat  was 
sounded.  As  it  afterward  appeared,  the  detachment  was  surrounded  by 
the  entire  brigade  of  the  rebel  General  [Colonel]  Emmett  MacDonald, 
supported  by  a battery,  getting  into  position  to  open  on  us  when  the 
retreat  was  sounded.  The  command,  after  getting  out  of  the  lane,  re- 
treated in  every  direction,  quite  a number  running  into  the  rebel  lines, 
being  killed  or  captured. 

Among  the  missing  I mention  with  deep  sorrow  the  name  of  Major 
[E.]  Bredett ; and  among  the  killed  Capt.  William  McKee,  who  lost  his 
life  while  gallantly  trying  to  cut  his  way  out.  When  fairly  outside  the 
rebel  lines,  the  command  was  again  collected  and  marched  to  the  battle- 
field, and  reported  to  Adjutant-General  Chandler,  who  assigned  it  to 
duty  as  support  to  the  Peoria  battery,  posted  under  his  direction.  The 
command  remained  on  the  field  during  the  entire  engagement,  sup- 
porting the  above-named  battery. 

I inclose  report  of  First  Lieutenant  [L.]  Bunner,  who,  with  his  com- 
pany, formed  the  advance  guard  and  wras  cut  off  from  the  detachment. 
1 also  inclose  a list  of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  Seventh  Missouri 
Cavalry.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  H.  BRAWNER, 

Captain  Company  A,  Seventh  Missouri  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Col.  John  G.  Clark,  Comdg.  1st  Brig .,  2d  Div .,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


No.  19. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Lafayette  Bunner , Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Camp  on  the  Battle  Field, 

Prairie  Grove , Ark .,  December  9,  1862. 
Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  in 
stant,  Company  M,  Seventh  Cavalry  Missouri  Volunteers,  was  ordered 


* Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  85. 

8 R R— VOL  XXII,  PT  I 


114 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 


to  ihe  front  as  advance  guard  to  the  regiment,  then  marching  toward 
Cane  Hill.  Just  after  daylight,  and  when  about  5 miles  from  Cane  Hill, 

I ordered  a halt,  the  regiment  appearing  to  have  done  the  same  about 
three-fourths  of  a mile  to  my  rear.  After  waiting  a reasonable  time  for 
the  regiment  to  come  up,  and  hearing  several  pistol  reports,  I moved 
back,  with  the  main  guards,  supposing  you  were  feeding  and  prepar-J 
ing  to  breakfast.  Upon  nearing  the  place  where  I supposed  the  regi- 
ment to  be,  I discovered  a body  of  mounted  men,  the  most  of  wrhom; 
were  clothed  in  Federal  uniforms,  and  a majority  wearing  the  regula-, 
tion  overcoat,  in  line  directly  in  my  front.  I moved  up  and  discovered 
they  were  strangers,  but,  taking  them  to  be  the  First  Arkansas  Cav-, 
airy,  apxjroached  to  within  50  paces  of  their  line,  when  they  opened  fire! 
on  me.  I cried  out,  “ Cease  firing ; we  are  friends.”  They  fired  more 
vigorously.  I continued  crying  to  cease  until  a body  of  infantry  ap- 
pearing, convinced  me  I was  not  among  friends,  but  confronted  by  a 
body  of  rebels.  I then  withdrew,  surprised  to  find  an  enemy  instead 
of  friends,  who,  events  have  shown,  came  in  between  me  and  my  regi- 
ment (which  had  halted  farther  back)  through  a by-way,  and  was  re- 
ported to  me  by  my  orderly,  just  before  passing  that  point,  as  my  own 
regiment,  distant  200  yards  from  my  rear. 

In  the  hope  of  being  able  to  force  my  way  through  and  rejoin  my 
regiment,  I advanced  and  engaged  them  ; but  learning  from  men  of  my 
command,  whom  I had  placed  as  lookouts  on  the  mountains,  they  were 
trying  to  outflank  and  surround  me,  I drew  off,  with  a loss  of  1 man 
severely  wounded,  and  1 horse  killed  and  4 disabled. 

I next  desired  Iro  ascertain  their  strength.  With  this  view,  I divided 
my  command  into  squads,  dispersed  them  right  and  left,  with  orders 
to  advance  cautiously,  glean  what  fhey  could  of  the  enemy’s  strength, 
and  report.  Ascertaining  they  numbered  several  hundred,  I imme- 
diately dispatched  a messenger  with  this  intelligence  to  General  Blunt. 
Learning  afterward  they  were  in  force  with  artillery,  I reported  with 
my  command  to  General  Blunt.  I then  joined  a force  of  General 
Blunt’s  command,  proceeding  to  Bhea’s  Mills.  While  on  the  way,  hear-, 
ing  fighting  at  this  point,  I left  them,  hastened  hither,  and  placed  my- 
self and  company  under  command  of  Major  Bich,  commanding  a bat- 
talion of  the  Eighth  Cavalry  Missouri  Volunteers,  and  remained  on  the 
field  until  the  close  of  the  action,  sustaining  some  loss. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LAFAYETTE  BTONEB, 

First  Lieut.  Seventh  Gav.  Missouri  Vols .,  Gomdg.  Company  M.  j 
Capt.  M.  H.  Brawner, 

Seventh  Cavalry  Missouri  Volunteers , Comdg.  Regiment. 


FTo.  20. 

Report  of  Col.  William  McE.  Dye.  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry,  commanding 

Second  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  2d  Brice,  2d  Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Battle-field  of  Prairie  Grove , Ark.,  December  10,  1862.  1 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  circular  from  division  headquarters,  dated 
on  the  8th  instant,  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  engagement  of  the  7th  instant: 

The  brigade  is  composed  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  under 
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command  of  Lieut.  Col.  [John]  Charles  Black ; Twentieth  Iowa  Volunteer 
Infantry,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  B.  Leake;  Second  Battalion, 
Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry,  under  Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery,  and  Battery 
F,  First  Missouri  Volunteer  Light  Artillery,  under  command  of  Capt. 
David  Murphy. 

The  brigade  moved  by  forced  marches  for  about  eighty  consecutive 
hours,  during  the  last  thirty-one  of  which  it  passed  a distance  of  about 
52  miles.  On  the  day  of  the  battle  there  were  absent  from  the  brigade 
two  companies  of  cavalry,  en  route  to  join  General  Blunt — one  company 
at  Springfield  and  the  other  company  guarding  the  train,  with  orders 
to  force  up  all  stragglers  lounging  around  it;  also  one  company  from 
each  of  the  infantry  regiments  guarding  the  train,  in  addition  to  the  old 
guard  of  100  infantry,  who  were  a part  of  the  train  guard.  This,  with 
the  sick  and  stragglers,  diminished  the  brigade  to  a total  fighting  force 
of  644,  and  aggregate,  694,  infantry;  Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery,  of  the 
Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry  (stripped  necessarily  of  his  companies  one  by 
one),  and  Battery  F. 

The  Secoud  Brigade  was  directed  to  take  a position  on  the  extreme 
right.  Captain  Murphy’s  battery  occupied  the  most  commanding  posi- 
tion in  the  vicinity.  Three  guns,  uuder  the  command  of  Lieut.  John  [L.j 
Matthaei,  occupied  the  right,  and  three  guns,  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  James  Marr,  occupied  the  left,  of  the  line ; the  first  sup- 
ported by  the  Thirty-seventh  and  the  second  by  the  Twentieth,  both 
regiments  being  well  under  cover ; the  former  with  a defensive  crotchet 
of  two  companies  on  the  right  flank  to  prevent  a surprise,  &c.,  fiom 
that  direction  through  the  thicket;  the  latter,  with  a small  detachment 
thrown  to  the  right  and  rear,  to  assist  in  securing  the  brigade  from  sur- 
prise. 

At  1.30  p.  in.,  Lieutenant  Marr,  seconded  by  Lieutenant  Matthaei, 
opened  our  side  of  the  contest,  and  elicited  a spirited  reply.  After 
about  three-fourths  of  an  hour’s  remarkable  artillery  practice,  during 
which  time  new  rebel  batteries  were  being  constantly  exposed,  only  to 
be  silenced,  the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  debouched,  and,  in  battle-line, 
to  the  music  of  their  own  voices,  moved  to  an  advanced  position,  far  in 
front  of  its  battery.  About  fifteen  minutes  afterward,  Lieutenant  Marr’s 
artillery,  with  its  support,  was  directed  to  advance  to  a certain  position. 
In  doing  so  we  found  it  necessary,  as  the  battery  to  our  left  was  moving, 
to  take  position  to  its  right,  from  which  the  battery  opened  on  a rebel 
one  within  300  yards  (which  was  being  brought  into  position  in  the  road 
near  the  white  house),  and,  by  a few  well-directed  shots,  prevented  its 
opening  upon  us.  What  remained  of  the  battery  moved  to  its  left  under 
cover  (white  house),  which  necessitated  the  moving  of  ours  to  a new 
position  to  the  right. 

While  doing  this,  the  general  commanding  ordered  the  battery  to  re- 
turn to  a position  near  that  of  the  half  battery  under  Lieutenant  Mat- 
thaei. The  Twentieth  being  a new  regiment  under  fire,  and  without 
orders  to  return  with  the  battery,  I assisted  it  into  a position  from  which 
it  could  assume  the  offensive  or  defensive  at  pleasure,  making  its  move- 
ments secondary  to  those  of  other  parts  of  the  line.  This  regiment, 
instead  of  the  Thirty-seventh,  now  occupied  the  extreme  right  of  the 
advanced  position. 

My  special  attention  was  from  this  time  forward  directed  to  the  move- 
ments of  this  regiment,  remaining  at  times  with  it,  and  then  in  a position 
from  which  I could  see  and  make  its  movements  conform  to  those  of  the 
infantry  on  its  left.  Under  a sharp  fire  the  regiment  in  gallant  style 
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threatened  a strong  position  of  the  enemy,  and,  when  commanded,  retired 
with  the  order  of  old  soldiers.  It  continued  from  this  position  to  annoy 
the  enemy  with  remarkable  effect,  by  assaulting  and  retiring,  until  the 
appearance  of  a large  body  of  advancing  men  on  our  right,  when  it  re- . 
tired  to  a more  defensible  position  to  cover  the  flank. 

From  this  point  I dispatched  messengers  to  learn  what  forces  were 
moving  toward  us,  and  learned  that  it  was  General  Blunt’s  advance. 
This  information  I immediately  communicated  to  the  commanding  gen- 
eral (Herron).  I also  sent  General  Blunt  what  information  was  neces- j 
sary  as  to  our  position.  The  firing,  which,  previous  to  his  appearance,  j 
was  waging  severe  on  the  left,  in  which  the  Thirty-seventh  was  engaged, \ 
now  began  to  wane.  The  enemy,  who  evidently  had  endeavored  to  over- ! 
power  our  left  before  his  arrival,  now  was  massing  his  forces  against; 
General  Blunt’s.  1 

I immediately  sent  General  Blunt  word,  as  we  were  near  him,  and 
there  appeared  at  the  time  nothing  else  to  do,  that  the  Twentieth  would 
move  in  conjunction  with  his  forces.  By  a stoutly  contested  fight  the 
forces  advanced  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  (with  the  assistance  of  General 
Blunt’s  well  directed  artillery),  and  maintained  this  corner-stone  to  the 
enemy’s  position  until  he,  under  cover  of  a feint  of  moving  one  regi- 
ment against  our  left,  had  withdrawn  his  forces  from  there  and  thrown1 
them  in  overwhelming  numbers  against  us.  The  fire  was  galling.  Gen- 
eral Blunt’s  Indians  commenced  retiring,  and  I directed  the  Twentieth 
to  retire  gradually  and  take  a covered  position  under  the  hill.  In  doing 
so,  General  Blunt’s  artillery,  from  as  yet  an  unopened  battery,  com-! 
menced,  as  he  informed  me  he  would  do,  to  deal  destruction  into  the 
ranks  of  the  advancing  foe,  and,  under  the  immediate  surpervision  of 
General  Herron,  Murphy’s  battery  soon  opened  on  the  same  spot.  The 
Twentieth  continued  its  fire  against  this  force  as  long  as  there  was  an 
enemy  within  sight,  and  then,  under  the  fatigues  of  the  day,  retired  to 
rest  on  arms.  Some  firing  continued  on  General  Bluut’s  extreme  right 
for  a short  time  after  this,  and  night  then  dropped  a veil  over  the  bloody! 
scene. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  battle,  the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  ad- 
vanced without  order  from  or  through  me.  The  brigade  was  entirely1 
broken  up  by  orders,  which  never  reached  us,  and  the  parts  sent  to 
widely  separated  portions  on  the  field. 

Finding  that  orders  were  constantly  being  sent  directly  to  officers 
under  my  command,  I soon  abandoned  all  hope  of  harmonizing  the 
movements  of  the  brigade,  as  such,  with  those  of  other  bodies,  and  de- 
voted the  greater  part  of  my  attention  to  the  movements  of  the  Twentieth 
Iowa. 

For  these  reasons  I must  respectfully  refer  to  the  reports  of  junior 
commanders  for  information  as  to  the  conduct  of  their  respective  com- 
mands, where  not  immediately  under  my  eyes,  and  also  for  details. 

The  Thirty-seventh  Illinois,  as  will  be  seen  by  Major  [H.  N.]  Frisbie’s 
report,  claims  to  have  captured  and  spiked  a battery  of  three  guns:  to 
have  captured  one  regimental  color  from  the  enemy,  and  to  have  carried 
within  our  lines  the  regimental  flag  of  the  Twentieth  Wisconsin,  which 
had  been  left  on  the  field. 

There  were  many  guns,  &c.,  picked  up,  but  as  yet  I have  not  re- 
ceived a list  of  the  property,  all  of  which  I directed  to  be  turned  over 
to  the  quartermaster. 

Although  the  troops  of  the  brigade  did,  at  least,  their  part  in  the 
charges  on  the  left,  as  well  as  on  the  right,  with  General  Blunt,  yet 
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they  did  not  suffer  as  severely  as  some  others.  They  moved  with  regu- 
larity amid  danger. 

The  brigade  lost .* 

The  report  of  Major  Montgomery,  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry,  is  inclosed. 
The  loss  of  his  battalion  was,  before  the  general  engagement,  when  en 
route  to  join  General  Blunt : Prisoners : Commissioned  officers,  2 ; non- 
commissioned officers,  4 ; privates,  16  (the  10  officers  having  since  been 
paroled).  Missing:  Privates,  8.  Wounded:  Privates,  1. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I should,  as  a duty,  publish  the  recreant. 
I am  delighted  to  say  that  1 found  none  on  the  field.  However  much 
the  hot  contest  of  musketry  tends  to  confuse  the  ideas,  every  man’s 
mind  appeared  to  be  open  for  the  reception  and  execution  of  orders. 
The  very  keystone  to  discipline  and  success  was  exhibited  in  the  midst 
of  thickening  danger  to  an  extent  few  new  troops  could  hope  to  rival 
and  none  to  excel. 

Lieut  Col.  [John]  Charles  Black,  Thirty-seventh  Illinois,  with  the  ardor 
of  youth  and  the  discretion  of  riper  years,  gallantly  moved  his  regiment 
under  heavy  fire  with  perfect  order,  and  continued  in  command  after 
being  severely  wounded,  until,  exhausted  by  suffering,  he  was  obliged 
to  turn  the  regiment  over  to  Maj.  II.  K.  Erisbie,  who,  by  his  skill  and 
coolness,  gained  for  himself  and  regiment  a reputation  worthy  of  the 
State  from  which  he  hails. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  B.  Leake,  of  the  Twentieth  Iowa,  with  unsurpassing 
bravery,  moved  his  regiment  in  advance  and  retreat  with  a confidence 
and  devotion  truly  to  be  admired.  Major  [W.  G.]  Thompson,  with  the 
enthusiasm  of  one  devoted  to  his  regiment  and  cause,  continued  by  his 
brave  example  to  encourage  the  men,  until,  near  the  close,  with  re- 
markable thoughtfulness,  under  severe  suffering,  he  reported  personally 
to  me  that  he  regretted  to  leave  the  field.  Under  such  officers  the 
Twentieth  Iowa  more  than  sustained  the  reputation  of  the  State. 

To  Captain  Murphy’s  battery,  reared  under  his  strict  but  just  disci- 
pline, we  are  particularly  indebted  as  an  army.  His  characteristic  con- 
centration to  duty  has,  in  his  battery,  made  for  him  a reputation  of 
which  all  might  be  proud.  The  equanimity  of  Lieutenant  Marr  and 
careful  attention  of  Lieutenant  Matthaei  are  qualities  possessed  in  such 
a degree  by  them  that  they  can  be  discovered  on  the  battle-field,  even 
among  the  ruins  of  the  enemy’s  artillery. 

Lieut.  C.  S.  Lake,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general,  and  orderlies  did 
important  and  dangerous  service,  with  perfect  satisfaction  to  myself  and 
to  those  to  whom  they  carried  and  delivered  the  orders. 

It  required  heroism  in  Major  Montgomery  and  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  train  to  remain  complacently  (but  necessarily)  inactive  while  the 
battle  was  raging. 

In  the  accompanying  reports  will  be  found  the  names  of  those  men- 
tioned for  good  conduct.  Our  men  behaved  so  well  that  it  required  but 
ordinary  exertions  on  the  part  of  officers  to  be  successful.  The  fortu- 
nate have  our  congratulations,  the  wounded  our  sympathy,  and  the 
fallen  our  envy. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WM.  McE.  DYE, 

® ' Colonel , Commanding  Brigade. 

Lieut.  J.  G.  Chandler, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 

* Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  85. 
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Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  Charles  Blade,  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry.  ! 

Hdqrs.  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Vol.  Infantry, 

Fayetteville , Arlc .,  December  10,  1862. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  following  report  of  the 
marches  of  the  Thirty- seventh  Illinois  prior  to  the  late  engagement, 
and  also  of  the  part  borne  by  the  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Prairie  ; 
Grove  : 

On  December  4,  at  3 a.  m.,  we  marched  from  Camp  Lyon,  near  Crane 
Creek,  some  25  miles  south  of  Springfield,  and  encamped  on  Flat  Creek 
at  4 p.  in.,  having  made  20  miles. 

Reveille  was  ordered  at  2 a.  m.,  and  the  regiment  marched  at  4 a.  m., 
December  5,  passing  through  Cassville  and  Keytesville  to  within  3 miles  , 
of  the  Arkansas  line,  making  23  miles. 

We  started  the  next  morning  (December  6)  at  5 o’clock,  and  marched 
to  Cross  Hollow,  28  miles,  by  1.30  p.  m.  Resting  until  12  midnight,  we 
started  for  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  distant  16  miles,  and  arrived  there  at 
sunrise  December  7.  A halt  of  one  and  a half  hours  was  ordered,  to 
get  breakfast  and  snatch  a few  moments  of  much-needed  sleep.  We 
were  speedily  aroused  by  the  cannon  of  General  Herron’s  advance,, 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  some  12  miles  in  advance.  Moving  rapidly 
forward,  we  reached  the  Illinois  Creek,  and,  crossing  it,  took  position  on 
the  battle-field  of  Prairie  Grove  at  12  m.  of  December  7,  having  made 
the  tremendous  march  of  66  miles  in  thirty-six  hours,  after  marching 
43  miles  in  the  two  preceding  days. 

By  your  order,  I took  post  on  the  extreme  right,  supporting  half  of 
Captain  Murphy’s  battery  (F,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery),  moving 
up  under  cover  of  a dense  chaparral  until  abreast  of  our  position,  and 
then  advancing  to  the  edge  of  the  brush,  by  the  left  flank,  in  line  of 
battle.  A halt  was  ordered  and  the  men  ordered  to  lie  down.  In  five 
minutes  the  ball  was  opened  by  the  artillery  on  either  side,  and  a fierce 
cannonade  was  kept  up  for  an  hour.  So  completely  were  the  men  ex- 
hausted that  I saw  them  sleeping  quietly  around,  paying  no  heed  to  the 
fierce  missiles. 

At  the  end  of  an  hour  we  were  ordered  to  advance  into  the  open  field. 
A cheer  was  given,  and  we  moved  out  a short  distance,  and  remained 
stationary  for  some  fifteen  minutes,  when  I was  ordered  by  Colonel 
Huston,  commanding  the  Second  Division,  to  advance  the  regiment! 
down  the  slope  to  the  support  of  the  batteries  of  the  Third  Division,  a 

Scarcely  had  this  position  been  reached  before  Colonel  Huston  again* : 
ordered  our  advance  against  the  hill,  on  which  the  center  of  the  enemy,  i 
was  posted  in  unknown  strength,  and  from  which  two  regiments  had 
just  been  driven  with  heavy  loss.  Throwing  out  Company  A on  the 
right  and  Company  I on  the  front  and  left,  as  skirmishers,  I ordered 
a charge  up  the  hill.  It  was  executed  in  fine  style,  the  men  advancing 
steadily  and  swiftly  up  to  the  edge.  The  firing  of  the  skirmishers  in 
front  announced  the  enemy  close  at  hand.  Clearing  the  edge,  we  stood  j 
face  to  face  with  them,  their  numbers  overwhelming  (5,000  or  6,000 
strong,  as  it  was  subsequently  proved),  one  column  moving  by  left-oblique 
upon  our  left  and  the  right  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Indiana,  another  mov- 
ing direct  upon  our  right.  They  moved  in  column  en  masse , with  guns 
at  a ready.  The  firing  began  first  upon  the  left,  and  in  a few  minutes 
was  general  along  the  entire  line.  But,  pressed  by  overwhelming  num- 
bers, the  right  of  the  Twenty-sixth  gave  way  after  most  gallantly  con- 
testing the  ground.  My  skirmishers  about- the  same  time  reported  the 


CHAP.  XXXIV.]  BATTLE  OP  PRAIRIE  GROVE,  ARK.  1 1 

enemy’s  artillery  posted  on  our  right.  Thus  overwhelmed,  the  only  hope 
from  annihilation  was  the  bayonet  or  retreat.  The  bayonet  could  not 
be  used  ; directly  in  front  of  us  was  a rail  fence,  and  it  could  not  have 
been  passed  and  we  reformed  before  the  enemy  would  have  been  upon 
us ; so,  reluctantly,  I ordered  a retreat.  Not  a man  had  moved  from 
his  post  till  that  order.  Falling  back  some  300  yards,  they  reformed  in 
the  rear  of  the  batteries. 

In  this  charge  and  retreat,  Captain  [G.  B.]  Bell,  of  Company  G,  was 
wounded,  doing  sx>lendid  duty  with  his  men.  Lieutenant  [F.  J.]  Abbey, 
Company  I,  and  Lieutenant  [N.  B.J  Hicks,  Company  K,  were  taken  pris- 
oners, they  not  receiving  the  order  to  retreat  until  too  late  to  execute  it. 
I was  too  seriously  wounded  to  retain  the  command,  and  so,  turning  it 
over  to  Major  [H.  N.]  Frisbie,  I left  the  field;  not,  however,  until  the 
regiment  was  reformed  and  had  again  commenced  its  fire.  I refer  you 
to  Major  Frisbie  for  a continuation  of  this  report. 

To  Major  Frisbie  and  Adjutant  Bandy  my  thanks  gre  due  for  the  calm, 
foarlrss  manner  in  which  they  conveyed  and  executed  my  commands. 

All  officers  and  men  stood  nobly  at  their  posts.  The  hand  of  death 
has  snatched  a brave,  true  man  from  our  midst — Lieutenant  Johnson, 
Company  D,  who  fell,  mortally  wounded,  at  a subsequent  movement  of 
the  fight.  I sorrow  for  him,  and  beg  leave  to  pay  the  last  tribute  I 
can  to  a soldier  and  a friend— a word  of  praise  and  a tear  of  mingled 
pride  and  sorrow  for  his  gallant  death.  All  who  fell,  fell  nobly.  Those 
who  serve  on,  may  envy  their  fate. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

[JOHN]  CHAS.  BLACK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Thirty-seventh  Illinois. 

Col.  W.  McE.  Dye, 

20 th  Iowa  Vols .,  Comdg.  2d  Brig.,  2d  Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier . 


.No.  22. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Frederick  J.  Abbey,  Thirty -seventh  Illinois  Infantry. 

Battle-Field,  Prairie  Grove,  Ark., 

December  10, 1862. 

Major  : In  compliance  with  your  direction,  1 have  to  report  that  on 
the  advance  of  the  regiment  to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  which  we  stormed, 
and  the  throwing  out  of  Company  I as  skirmishers,  I took  my  position 
on  the  left  of  the  line,  when  the  regiment  fell  back.  As  we  reached  the 
fence,  and  at  the  same  time  heard  the  cry  to  halt,  I lay  where  I was, 
supposing  the  regiment  had  halted,  and  under  cover  of  the  fence.  On 
discovering  that  the  regiment  had  fallen  still  farther  back,  I saw  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  follow.  I then  emptied  my  revolver  at  them  and 
loaded  again.  At  that  time  I was  surrounded,  and,  presenting  my  pis- 
tol, demanded  protection,  which  was  guaranteed  me,  and  then  I surren- 
dered. I was  hurried  to  the  rear  and  paroled  the  camp  for  the  night. 
I was  paroled  the  next  morning  until  exchanged.  Pledged  secrecy  as 
to  all  I saw  and  learned  of  their  strength  and  position. 

FEED.  J.  ABBEY, 

First  Lieutenant,  Company  I,  Thirty -seventh  Regiment. 

Maj.  H.  N.  Frisbie, 

Commanding  Thirty  seventh  Illinois  Infantry. 

P.  S. — I surrendered  my  sword,  belt,  and  revolver,  'which  they  did 

not  return. 
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Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  B.  Leake,  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry. 

r\ 

Hdqrs.  Twentieth  Eegt.  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Camp  at  Prairie  Grove , Ark.,  December  9,  18G2. 

I have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  Twentieth  Regiment  i 
of  Iowa  Infantry  in  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  fought  on  the  7th  in- 
stant. I think  it  necessary,  in  order  to  have  full  justice  done  to  the 
regiment,  to  state  by  what  marches  it  arrived  upon  the  field. 

On  the  morning  of  December  4,  at  4 o’clock,  we  left  Camp  Lyon,  22  , 
miles  from  Springfield,  Mo.,  on  the  road  to  Cassville,  and  marched  to 
the  Three  Widows,  12  miles  from  Cassville,  and  on  the  following  day  j 
we  moved  at  5 a.  m..,  and  marched  through  Cassville  and  Keytesville  to 
camp,  2 miles  from  Keytesville. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant  we  moved  at  5 o’clock,  and,  passing  > 
Elkhorn  and  Sugar  Creek,  arrived  at  Cross  Hollow  about  5 p.  m.  Biv- 
ouacked till  10  o’clock,  and  again  commenced  the  march.  Marched  all 
night.  Passed  through  Fayetteville,  and  halted  for  breakfast  about  1 
mile  beyond. 

After  remaining  one  hour,  we  marched  on  rapidly  until  we  arrived 
upon  the  field  of  battle,  about  12  m.  of  the  7th  instant,  thus  having 
marched  a distance  of  100  miles  in  eighty  consecutive  hours,  the  last 
57  miles  of  which  we  passed  over  in  thirty-one  consecutive  hours. 

Very  many  of  my  command  marched  with  shoes  so  much  worn  that 
their  feet  were  on  the  ground,  and  were  badly  bruised  and  cut  up  by 
the  stony  roads.  A few  had  been  supplied  with  boots  at  Camp  Lyon, 
which  fitted  them  so  illy  that  their  feet  became  much  blistered  and 
inflamed  by  the  continuous  marching.  A few  of  these  last  mentioned 
carried  their  boots  and  marched  in  their  bare  feet  to  the  scene  of  action. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  went  into  the  engagement  with  only 
270  enlisted  men  and  23  officers.  I neglected  to  mention,  however, 
that  before  moving  from  our  halting-place  near  Fayetteville,  having 
learned  of  the  capture  of  a portion  of  the  train  of  the  First  Arkansas 
Cavalry  a few  miles  beyond,  I was  ordered  to  detail  a company,  under 
a reliable  officer,  to  protect  our  train,  for  which  duty  I assigned  Com- 
pany B,  under  the  command  of  Captain  [E.]  Coulter,  so  that  Company 
B was  deprived  the  privilege  of  being  present  at  the  engagement,  except 
3,  who  joined  other  companies. 

Pursuant  to  orders,  the  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  in  an 
open  field  to  the  right  of  the  road,  a short  distance  from  the  creek,  and 
50  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois.  After  remaining  in 
this  position  a few  minutes,  we  moved  forward  by  the  right  flank,  fol- 
lowing the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois,  wading  the  creek,  and  formed  in  line 
of  battle  in  the  rear  of  and  supporting  three  pieces  of  Battery  F,  First 
Missouri  Light  Artillery,  and  under  shelter  of  the  hill  upon  which  the 
battery  was  in  position.  Immediately  after  forming  in  line,  I was  ordered 
to  throw  out  a party  of  skirmishers  to  protect  our  right  flank  and  rear 
from  surprise,  for  which  service  I detailed  20  men  of  Company  A,  under 
the  command  of  First  Lieutenant  [C.  L.]  Drake,  of  that  company. 

At  or  near  2 p.  m.  the  battery  was  moved  forward,  and  we  moved  for- 
ward in  line  of  battle  to  the  middle  of  the  field  on  the  right  of  the  main 
road  and  in  front  of  the  white  house,  on  the  road  to  the  top  of  the  hill. 
By  order  of  Colonel  Dye,  I immediately  moved  the  regiment  to  the  right, 
into  the  adjoining  field  and  in  front  of  the  orchard,  to  check  a movement 
of  the  enemy  on  our  right  flank.  Here  we  were  exposed  to  the  fire  of 
the  enemy  for  a short  time,  which  we  returned,  advancing  a short  dis- 
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tance  toward  them.  At  this  time  a force  appeared  on  onr  right,  advanc- 
ing’ down  the  valley.  I was  ordered  to  fall  back  behind  the  fence  in  our 
rear,  which  was  executed  in  good  order,  under  fire.  1 then  threw  out 
Companies  A and  F,  under  the  command  of  Captains  [E.  IN .]  Bates  and 
[N.  M ] Hubbard,  from  the  right  wing,  as  skirmishers. 

Shortly  after,  a cavalry  force  appeared  upon  our  right  and  rear.  The 
skirmishers  were  directed  to  assemble  on  the  battalion,  and,  by  order 
of  Colonel  Dye,  I changed  front  toward  the  force  approaching,  which 
was  done  in  good  order  in  the  rear  of  the  fence  running  perpendicular 
to  the  one  from  which  we  moved.  It  having  been  ascertained  that  the 
forces  approaching  were  re-enforcements,  under  command  of  General 
Blunt,  1 was  directed  and  did  immediately  move  the  regiment  to  the 
position  behind  the  fence  from  which  we  had  changed  our  front.  Gen- 
eral Blunt  having  taken  position  on  our  right  in  the  middle  of  the  field, 
T was  ordered  to  move  forward  in  support  of  his  Indians.  Skirmishing, 
[ moved  forward  in  line  of  battle  rapidly  across  the  field,  obliquing  to 
the  left,  across  the  orchard  fence,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill $ drove  the  ene- 
my’s skirmishers  through  the  orchard,  and  advanced  beyond  the  fence, 
through  the  wood,  a short  distance.  The  left  wing  being  more  severely 
engaged,  the  right  had  passed  farther  in  advance,  through  the  wood, 
where  some  of  the  Indians  came  running  back  through  the  wood  to  the 
right,  gesticulating  violently  and  pointing  toward  the  direction  whence 
they  came. 

At  this  moment  an  officer  shouted  to  me  that  we  were  firing  on  friends. 
I gave  the  order  to  cease  firing,  and  rode  toward  the  left,  fearing  that 
the  troops  on  our  left  might  have  ascended  the  hill  and  advanced  to  our 
front,  when  I saw  directly  in  front  of  us  a mass  of  troops  moving  down 
upon  us.  At  almost  the  same  instant  they  fired  a volley,  under  which 
the  left  wing  recoiled  to  nearly  the  orchard  fence,  where  they  promptly 
rallied  at  my  command  and  renewed  the  firing  with  great  rapidity  and, 
[ think,  effect. 

At  this  moment  I received  orders  to  retire  behind  the  fence  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill,  and  hold  it,  which  movement  was  promptly  executed 
by  the  regiment  in  good  order,  climbing  the  fence  under  a galling  fire 
and  lying  down  under  it,  continuing  the  fire  between  the  fence-rails. 

The  moment  we  crossed  the  fence  the  orchard  was  shelled  by  the  bat- 
tery of  General  Blunt’s  forces  on  the  right,  in  the  field,  and  that  under 
3ommand  of  Oaptain  Murphy  and  Lieutenant  Marr,  in  position  at  the 
point  from  which  we  entered  the  action,  from  the  combined  efforts  of 
which,  and  our  own  firing,  the  enemy  were  driven  from  the  orchard. 
They  remained  in  large  force  about  the  house  and  stone  wall,  firing 
from  under  their  protection  upon  our  extreme  left  wing.  It  was  here 
aur  heaviest  loss  occurred. 

As  soon  as  the  enemy  were  driven  from  the  orchard,  I was  ordered  to 
retire  in  good  order  from  the  fence  and  form  in  the  middle  of  the  field. 
As  we  commenced  to  retire,  Major  Thompson  was  wounded,  and  the  left 
wing,  not  receiving  the  order  promptly,  remained  a little  too  long,  and 
retired  precipitately  nearly  to  the  fence  from  which  we  advanced.  I 
rode  down,  and  at  the  command  they  returned  and  formed  at  the  place 
lesignated. 

In  the  mean  time  the  right  wing,  being  much  exposed,  had  moved 
into  the  adjoining  field,  under  the  protection  of  the  battery  on  the  right, 
ind  at  this  time,  receiving  the  order  to  retire  to  the  fence  again,  I formed 
the  line  behind  the  fence,  in  rear  of*  the  battery,  and  moved  by  the  left 
lank  along  it  to  our  original  position.  This  ended  our  active  participa- 
tion in  the  contest. 

We  remained  on  our  arms  at  the  fence  during  the  night,  and  the 
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next  morning  before  daylight  I formed  the  line  of  battle  and  awaited  th! 
renewal  of  the  action. 

After  daylight,  seeing  no  movement  of  the  enemy  in  front,  I orderei 
arms  to  be  stacked,  and  awaited  further  orders.  The  enemy  had  flee 
and  the  battle  was  over. 

Our  loss  in  killed  was  1 commissioned  officer  and  8 enlisted  men 
wounded,  5 commissioned  officers  and  35  enlisted  men,  a list  of  whor 
is  herewith  transmitted.* 

The  men  acted  throughout  the  action  bravely  and  with  entire  seh 
possession,  retiring  under  fire  repeatedly,  and  rallying  with  the  utmos 
promptness  at  the  word  of  command.  I do  not  think  there  was 
moment  when  they  were  not  under  control  of  their  officers. 

I would  be  glad  to  mention  instances  of  personal  heroism  which  passed 
under  my  own  notice,  but,  when  all  acted  with  equal  bravery,  I fear 
would  injure  others  by  merely  noticing  those  which  happened  to  pas< 
under  my  own  eyes.  Of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  companies, 
can  only  say  that  it  was  all  that  could  be  expected  or  hoped  for  fror 
men  who  were  gallantly  offering  up  their  lives  in  a cause  in  which  thei 
whole  hearts  were  engaged. 

I was  assisted  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  commander  of  the  regi 
ment  by  Major  Thompson,  who,  although  exposed  to  the  hottest  of  th 
fire  on  the  left  wing,  conducted  himself  with  great  gallantry  and  self 
possession,  and  who,  fortunately  for  the  regiment,  was  not  wounded  untJ 
near  the  close  of  the  action,  and,  though  suffering  great  pain,  did  no 
leave  the  field  until  the  command  was  safely  withdrawn  from  under  th ; 
fire  of  the  enemy.  The  conduct  of  the  chaplain,  Rev.  U.  Eberhart,  del 
serves  particular  mention  for  his  activity  and  zeal  in  assisting  in  th 
removal  of  the  wounded  from  the  field,  and  his  unremitting  attention  tyl 
their  wants  in  the  hospitals.  I would  do  great  injustice  to  a gallan  j 
officer  did  I forbear  to  most  highly  commend  the  conduct  of  Lieut.  J.  <3 
McClelland,  the  acting  adjutant,  who  assisted  me  on  horseback  during 
the  entire  engagement. 

Permit  me  to  remark,  in  closing,  that  I consider  tbe  regiment  much 
indebted  for  their  escape  with  so  little  loss  from  the  orchard  to  th] 
prompt  and  intelligible  manner  in  which  the  timely  orders  of  Colone 
Dye,  commanding  brigade,  were  transmitted  to  me,  at  the  most  immi. 
nent  risk  of  life,  by  yourself  and  James  W.  Cliff’,  and  Thomas  H.  Hen! 
derson,  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry,  acting  under  your  direction. 

I remain,  most  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  B.  LEAKE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Twentieth  Iowa. 

Lieut.  C.  S.  Lake, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2d  Brig.,  2d  I)iv.,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


No.  24. 

Report  of  Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery,  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Batt.  Sixth  Missouri  Cav.  Vols., 

[. December  — , 1862.] 

Sir  : I beg  leave  respectfully  to  make  the  following  report  of  th« 
operations  of  the  battalion  under  my  command  from  the  6th  instant  tc| 
the  present  time,  and  incidents  and  casualties,  so  far  as  known  : 

I was  ordered  to  detail  two  of  my  squadrons,  on  the  6th  instant,  tej 

* Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  85. 
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report  to  the  officer  commanding  the  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry.  Com- 
panies A and  L reported  immediately  to  that  officer,  and  moved  rapidly 
in  the  direction  of  Cane  Hill.  When  about  2 miles  from  this  camp  they 
were  surrounded  by  an  overwhelming  force  of  cavalry,  while  feeding, 
about  daylight  on  the  7th  instant.  All  of  the  two  squadrons  effected  their 
escape,  except  29  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  together  with 
Oapt.  John  H.  Paynter  and  Lieutenant  Stockstill,  of  Company  A. 
Twenty  of  the  enlisted  men  are  known  to  have  been  captured.  The  re- 
maining 9 are  supposed  to  be  killed  or  wounded.  Captain  Paynter 
and  Lieutenant  Stockstill  have  since  been  paroled,  and  have  returned 
to  camp.  Company  D,  the  only  remaining  company  of  my  command 
iluring  this  time,  was  on  duty  as  rear  guard.  Of  the  captured  and 

missing  men,  Company  A lost .* 

SAML.  MONTGOMEBY, 

Major , Commanding  Battalion. 


Lieut.  C.  S.  Lake, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2 d Brig.,  2d  Biv.,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


No.  25. 

Report  of  Capt.  David  Murpliy,  Battery  F,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery. 

Battle-Field,  December  8, 1862. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  7th 
instant,  hearing  cannonading  to  the  front,  I ordered  cannoneers  to  take 
equipments  and  prepare  for  action.  About  12.30  p.  m.  I received  orders 
from  Colonel  Huston,  commanding  Second  Division,  to  move  to  the  front 
rf  the  brigade  with  my  battery,  and  take  position  on  the  right  of  the 
iivision.  After  a brief  consultation,  it  was  decided  to  place  the  right 
half  battery  there,  and  I was  allowed  to  move  the  left  half  battery  400 
yards  to  the  right,  upon  a more  commanding  position.  As  soon  as  every- 
thing was  in  readiness,  I was  ordered  to  open  the  attack.  The  order 
was  anticipated,  however,  by  the  enemy ; they  being  in  position,  fired 
i blank  cartridge  for  the  purpose  of  finding  the  strength  and  position 
if  our  artillery.  Lieutenant  [J.]  Marr,  under  your  immediate  supervi- 
sion, replied  with  the  right  half  battery.  This  was  the  signal  agreed 
upon  by  General  Herron,  commanding,  and  was  responded  to  nobly  by 
svery  piece  in  our  lines.  Leaving  Lieutenant  f J.  L.]  Matthaei  in  charge 
if  the  left  half  battery,  and  seeing  that  both  chiefs  were  sustaining  their 
well-earned  reputation  as  artillerists,  I rode  down  to  the  left  of  the  line, 
ind  found  Captain  [J.]  Foust,  commanding  Company  E,  Captain  [F.j 
E^ckof,  commanding  Company  L,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  and 
Lieutenant  [H.]  Borris,  commanding  section  Peoria  Light  Artillery,  hard 
it  work,  advancing  with  their  respective  batteries  to  the  attack.  Anx- 
ious to  come  to  close  quarters  with  my  battery,  I rode  back  to  the  right 
ind  met  you  advancing  with  Lieutenant  Marr’s  half  battery,  which  took 
position  within  300  yards  of  a rebel  battery.  The  fire  was  so  well  directed 
that  the  enemy  retired,  minus  caissons,  horses,  and  one  piece  disabled. 
Lieutenant  Marr  was  ordered  to  return,  and  form  on  the  right  of  Lieu- 
tenant Matthaei,  who  had,  from  his  commanding  position,  a fine  oppor- 
tunity of  testing  the  qualities  of  our  rifled  cannon. 

My  battery  was  now  together,  and  it  was  truly  a gratifying  sight  to 


Nominal  list  omitted.  See  p.  85. 
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me  to  witness  the  magnificent. practice  of  my  officers  and  men.  Wher- 
ever a rebel  battery  disclosed  its  position,  my  gunners  directed  their 
fire  upon  it;  and  I am  proud  to  say  that  one  or  two  rounds  from  each 
piece  was  sufficient  to  cause  the  enemy  to  limber  to  the  rear  and  “ ske- 
daddle.” When  the  infantry  were  repulsed,  I directed  my  fire  over  their 
heads  into  the  pursuing  enemy.  The  enemy  were  checked. 

The  battle  had  now  been  raging  fiercely  for  three  hours,  when  a bat-i 
tery  was  discovered  upon  our  right  Hank,  blazing  away  like  fury.  I 
ordered  the  right  half  battery  to  change  front  forward  on  the  right  piece, 
and  was  ready  to  give  the  new  comer  a warm  reception,  w hen  an  orderly 
arrived  and  reported  General  Blunt  on  our  right.  This,  of  course,  saved 
us  the  necessity  of  opening  on  our  new  friend. 

My  fire  was  now  directed,  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  Gen- 
eral Herron,  upon  new  formations  of  the  enemy,  w ho  were  endeavoring 
to  make  a demonstration  upon  our  left.  Their  flag  w as  soon  shot  down, 
and  I ceased  firing,  not  wishing  to  waste  ammunition.  This  was  at  4.30 
p.  m.  In  three  hours  and  a half,  450  percussion  shells  were  sent  screech- 
ing into  the  enemy’s  lines,  and  60  solid  shot  from  my  battery.  I am 
satisfied  that  there  is  somebody  hurt.  Let  those  who  witnessed  tbq 
skill  and  coolness  of  my  officers  and  men  sound  their  praise.  1 for- 
bear. Suffice  it  to  say,  however,  that  I am  proud  of  them ; proud  of  ray. 
regiment,  and  proud  to  claim  that  I belong  to  the  Second  Division, 
Army  of  the  Frontier. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  MURPHY, 

Captain  Company  F , First  Missouri  Light  Artillery . 

C.  S.  Lake, 

Asst.Adjt.  Gen.,  2 d Brig.,  2 d Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


No.  26. 

Report  of  Col.  Dudley  Wicker  sham , Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry , commanding : 

First  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

In  Camp  at  Prairie  Grove . December  8,  1862.  ' 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  Brigadier-] 
General  Herron’s  orders,  received  at  Sugar  Creek  on  the  morning  of  the“ 
7th  [6th]  instant,  I reached  your  command  at  Cane  Hill  at  9 p.  m. 
that  evening,  after  a very  fatiguing  march  of  50  miles,  my  men  weary 
and  horses  jaded  and  worn  out  from  the  long,  rapid,  and  continuous, 
marching  of  the  previous  three  days.  Later  that  evening  my  command' 
received  provisions  and  forage  enough  to  satisfy  their  needy  want*?, 
through  the  kindly  offices  of  Colonel  Weer,  to  whom,  through  you,  I beg 
to  return  my  grateful  acknowledgments. 

Next  morning  [December  7],  as  ordered,  my  command  was  formed  in 
line  of  battle  in  the  field  east  and  adjacent  to  the  old  camping  ground 
of  the  rebels  at  Cane  Hill,  and  from  thence,  as  ordered,  I marched  it  to 
Rhea’s  Mills,  being  first  re-enforced  by  the  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry  aud 
a section  of  howitzers  from  the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  both  under 
the  immediate  command  of  Colonel  Lynde,  where,  about  noon,  your 
order  directing  me  to  open  commuuicati  u and  effect  a junction  with  the 
forces  under  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron,  then  supposed  to  be  engaging  the 
enemy  somewhere  between  Fayetteville  and  Cane  Hill,  was  received. 
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[n  conformity  thereto,  I proceeded  with  my  command  on  the  old  Fay- 
etteville road,  in  the  order  hereinafter  mentioned,  consisting  of  two 
battalions  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  Col.  James  O.  Gower,  commanding;  two 
battalions  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  their  two  sections  2-pounder  steel 
nowitzers,  Lieut.  Col.  James  Stuart  commanding;  two  squadrons  First 
Battalion  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Maj.  William  H.  Miller  command- 
ng,  and  about  400  of  the  Eighth  Missouri  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Colonel 
W.  F.]  Geiger  commanding.  When  it  had  reached  a point  just  as  you 
mter  the  woods,  the  prairie  stretching  out  to  the  left  and  front,  and 
ibout  three-fourths  of  a mile  from  the  point  of  intersection  of  this  road 
ind  the  Cane  Hill  road,  my  advance  fired  into  some  30  of  the  enemy’s 
bickets,  who  fled  and  disappeared  in  the  woods  without  returning  the  fire. 
[ then  deployed  skirmishers  into  the  woods  from  the  front,  and  detailed 
m additional  squadron  from  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry  as  advance  guard. 
When  the  advance  guard  reached  Marr’s  house,  say  one-half  mile  from 
he  attack  just  mentioned,  it  received  a heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  who 
vere  posted  there  in  force,  forming  their  left  wing,  luckily  injuring  but 
>ne  man,  whose  name  will  be  found  at  the  close  of  this  report.  My  com- 
nand  closed  up  rapidly  to  the  aid  of  the  advance,  and  formed  in  close 
;olumn  of  squadrons.  The  firing  by  this  time  became  general  between 
he  advance,  supported  by  another  squadron  of  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry, 
md  the  enemy.  At  this  juncture  a section  of  the  2 pounder  howitzers 
,vas  ordered  to  their  support;  ere  they  arrived,  their  movements  being 
haracterized  with  no  delay,  the  enemy  had  fallen  bach  some  150  yards, 
the  howitzers  proceeded  some  100  yards  down  the  road  in  advance  of 
ny  forces,  and  there  received  a terrible  fire  from  the  enemy,  wounding 
]orpl.  Levi  Cassity,  of  Company  B,  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  destroying 
me  of  his  arms,  and  Private  E.  McCarty,  of  Company  G,  of  same  regi- 
nent,  both  belonging  to  the  front  gun,  the  former  in  command  thereof. 
Corporal  Cassity’s  horse  was  killed,  and  both  of  the  horses  attached  to 
he  gun  wounded.  The  others,  beholding  this,  fell  back  with  the  remain- 
ng  gun  to  the  head  of  the  column,  then  at  Marr’s  house,  and  opened 
nto  the  enemy’s  ranks  with  several  rounds  of  canister,  killing  30  men. 

Finding  at  this  time  that  our  infantry  was  hotly  engaging  the  enemy 
rom  a position  a short  distance  in  my  front,  from  an  open  meadow  ad- 
acent  to  a corn-field  on  my  left,  I left  with  my  command  to  support 
hem ; when,  just  before  reaching  them,  I received  your  order  to  give  way 
o the  left,  to  permit  your  battery  to  come  to  their  relief,  and  your  fur- 
her  order  to  support  said  battery. 

Just  prior  to  these  changes,  Lieutenant (name  unable  to  learn), 

vith  20  men  from  Companies  L and  M,  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  volunteered 
o rescue  the  missing  gun — a perilous  task,  speedily  and  meritoriously 
iccomplished.  The  enemy  had  not  taken  it  from  the  field,  having  been 
Iriven  back  immediately,  subsequent  to  delivering  their  fire  upon  it,  by 
he  galling  fire  of  my  howitzer.  Here  an  individual  act  of  heroism  be- 
;ame  known,  and  is  worthy  of  mention,  namely,  Corporal  Cassity  was 
itill  with  the  gun,  having  refused  to  desert  it. 

After  the  formation  in  the  field,  my  command  met  with  no  further 
ittacks,  and,  in'  accordance  with  your  orders,  received  after  a general 
engagement  had  commenced  between  your  battery,  sustained  by  your 
nfantry,  and  the  enemy’s  forces,  fell  back  1J  miles  on  the  road  toward 
ihea’s  Mills  ; and,  still  later,  by  your  orders,  formed  a part  of  the  escort 
o Fayetteville  of  the  commissary  and  baggage  trains  of  your  command, 
he  rear  thereof  reaching  that  place  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  instant. 

then  reported  with  my  command  to  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron,  find- 
ng  you  were  beyond  him. 
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Let  me  remark,  in  concluding,  that  the  troops  of  my  command  ar(j 
deserving  of  mention  for  the  cool,  unflinching  spirit  they  evinced  dur 
ing  the  attack  upon  them.  Not  a man  wavered,  and  during  the  sliori1 
suspension  of  firing,  intervening  after  the  general  attack  on  my  front; 
when  all  was  suspense  and  uncertainty,  their  bearing  was  soldierly  irj 
every  regard. 

Inclosed  I beg  you  to  find  a recapitulation  of  the  casualties.* 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  general,  with  every  consideration  of  re- 
spect, very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  WICKERSHAM, 

Colonel , Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade , Army  of  the  Frontier. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


No.  27. 

Report  of  Col.  James  0.  Gower , First  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  First  Iowa  Cavalry, 

Camp , Prairie  Grove , Washington  Co .,  Ark .,  December  10, 1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  at  6 o’clock  on  the  morn 
ing  of  the  6th  instant,  in  obedience  to  orders,  with  the  First  and  Thirc 
Battalions  of  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  comprising  an  available  force  o 
500  men,  Lieutenant- Colonel  [P.  G.]  Bryan,  with  the  Second  Battalion 
being  detailed  as  rear  guard  for  the  wagon  train  of  the  Third  Division; 
I moved  from  camp  on  Sugar  Creek,  Benton  County,  Arkansas,  and' 
after  marching  eighteen  consecutive  hours,  reached  the  headquarters  o 
Brigadier-General  Blunt,  at  Cane  Hill,  near  Boonsborough,  Washingtor 
County,  Arkansas,  at  12  o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  6th  instant. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant,  I marched  with  my  command  t( 
Rhea’s  Mills,  8 miles,  thence  south  5 miles,  to  Prairie  Grove,  as  advance 
guard  for  General  Blunt’s  division,  and  encountered  the  enemy  at  2.3( 
p.  m.,  posted  in  the  timber.  Squadrons  L and  M,  being  in  advance 
were  fired  upon,  but  no  one  injured.  Lieut.  R.  M.  Reynolds,  with  2( 
men  from  Company  A,  being  thrown  out  as  skirmishers,  were  fired  upoi 
by  the  enemy,  and  one  man  of  Company  A,  Private  William  H.  Fortune 
severely  wounded  in  the  right  shoulder,  this  being  the  only  casualty  t( 
the  regiment.  • 1 

The  several  squadrons  being  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  the  timber 
maintained  their  position  for  one  hour  against  the  continual  fire  of  tin  | 
enemy,  during  which  time  Lieutenant  [J.  M.]  Simeral,  of  Company  L 
with  20  men,  retook  from  the  enemy  one  howitzer,  lost  by  the  Tent! 
Illinois  Cavalry. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  General  Blunt’s  division,  at  4 p.  in.,  I was  orderec  f 
to  the  support  of  Captain  Rabb’s  battery,  and  moved  my  command  east 
wardly  to  a large  corn-field  near  the  battery,  where  I remained  unti 
5 p.  m.,  when,  by  orders,  I moved  1J  miles  on  the  road  to  Rhea’s  Mills 
and  took  position,  standing  to  horse  until  daylight  of  the  8th  instant 
when,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I moved  my  command  northwardly  4 miles 
and  accompanied,  as  rear  guard,  the  wagon  train  of  General  Blunt’; 
division  to  a camp  H miles  west  of  Fayetteville,  where  I remained  unti 
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laylight  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  when,  as  advance  guard  to 
he  same  train  of  wagons,  I marched  to  Rhea's  Mills,  thence  south  7 
ailes,  to  the  present  camp. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  O.  GOWER, 

Colonel  First  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Capt.  William  Hyde  Clark, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Division , Army  of  the  Frontier. 


No.  28. 

Report  of  Maj.  William  H.  Miller , Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  First  Battalion,  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry, 

Camp  of  Prairie  Grove , Ark.,  December  9,  1862. 
Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  pursuant 
) orders  received  from  Colonel  Wickersham,  commanding  First  Bri- 
ade,  Third  Division,  to  which  brigade  my  command  was  attached.  We 
i'arched  from  Camp  Curtis,  near  Wilson’s  Creek,  on  the  3d  of  December 
1 12  m.  j encamped  for  the  night  on  Crane  Creek,  resuming  our  march 
ext  morning  (December  4),  arriving  and  encamping  for  the  night  on 
rane  Creek,  near  Cassville.  December  5,  we  marched  to  Sugar  Creek, 
•ecember  6,  with  the  cavalry  of  the  brigade  in  advance,  made  a forced 
iarch,  separating  ourselves  from  balance  of  the  division;  reached  Cane 
ill;  joined  General  Blunt’s  forces  at  11  p.  m.  Sunday,  December  7,  at 
aylight,  we  were  ordered  to  a position  on  the  field,  making  a few  slight 
reparations  for  battle,  and  remaining  until  9 a.  m.,  when  we  were  or- 
3red  forward  on  the  road  leading  in  direction  of  Fayetteville.  We 
arched  until  1 p.  m.,  and  halted  at  Rhea’s  Mills.  At  1.30  we  marched 
> the  battle-field,  arriving  and  taking  a position  on  right  of  cavalry  ; 
iployed  as  skirmishers,  watching  the  enemy  on  that  flank,  pursuant 
• orders  received  from  General  Blunt.  We  remained  in  the  position 
itil  recalled  at  the  close  of  the  battle.  During  the  day  a few  slight 
jmonstrations  were  made  upon  us  by  small  numbers  of  the  enemy,  but 
ithout  effect.  No  casualties  occurred. 

Yours,  to  command, 

WM.  H.  MILLER, 

Major,  Comdg.  First  Batt.  Second  Wisconsin  Vol.  Cavalry. 
William  Hyde  Clark, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  and  Third  Divs .,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


No.  29. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Bertram,  Twentieth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  1st  Brig.,  3d  Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

December  9,  1862. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  7th  instant,  after 
ing  ordered  by  you  to  place  that  portion  of  the  First  Brigade  under 
7 charge  into  position,  the  order  was  promptly  executed  by  Battery 
First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  supported  by  the  Twentieth  Wiscop- 
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sin  Volunteer  Infantry,  advancing  across  the  creek.  After  playing  tlie 
battery  for  about  thirty  minutes,  doing  good  execution,  1 observed  the 
enemy’s  fire  to  slacken.  I then  ordered  the  Twentieth  Regiment  W is-i 
cousin  Volunteer  Infantry  to  move  cautiously  forward.  They  advanced 
about  500  yards  across  an  open  field ; here  I ordered  them  to  lie  down 

under  cover.  o 

Receiving  information  that  a heavy  force  of  the  enemy  was  threat- 
ening my  left  flank,  I immediately  changed  front  to  the  left.  The  Nine- 
teenth Iowa  and  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  Infantry  following  up  the  move- 
ment, brought  us  en  echelon , the  Twentieth  Regiment  leading  on  the 
right.  After  the  execution  of  this  movement,  1 observed  a battery  of  the 
enemy,  supported  by  infantry,  trying  to  get  into  position  in  my  front 
I immediately  ordered  the  Twentieth  Wisconsin  to  charge  the  battery.1 
which  was  done  in  gallant  style,  Major  [H.  A.]  Starr  leading.  Aftei 
taking  the  battery,  the  regiment  advanced  under  a heavy  fire  to  the 
brow  of  the  hill,  where  they  met  a heavy  force  of  the  enemy’s  infantry 
some  four  or  five  regiments,  advancing,  which  poured  a terrific  fireint( 
the  Twentieth  Regiment  Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  obliged  them  to  fal 
back,  which  they  did  in  good  order,  destroying  what  they  could  whih 
falling  back  of  the  battery  taken  before.  The  Twentieth  fell  back  ii 
good  style  across  an  open  field  to  a fence,  where  they  reformed  ant 
remained  until  the  firing  ceased  for  the  day. 

Officers  and  men  behaved  nobly,  and  stood  fire  like  veterans. 

I regret  the  loss  of  the  Twentieth  Wisconsin  is  heavy.  As  far  as 
have  been  able  to  ascertain,  it  amounts  to  49  killed,  148  wounded,  am 


8 missing.* 

In  conclusion,  I cannot  help  but  bring  to  your  favorable  notice  th 
gallant  behavior  of  Major  Starr,  in  immediate  command  of  the  Twer 
tieth  Wisconsin,  and  also  Adjutant  [H.  V.]  Morris, of  the  Twentieth,  to 
the  cool  and  prompt  manner  in  which  they  executed  my  orders.  Captai. 
Backof’s  battery  (X)  behaved  nobly,  and  did  good  execution,  althoug 
fVvr  HmP  tn  a,  heavv  fire  of  the  enemy’s  infantry. 


exposed  for  a time  to  a heavy  fire  of  the  enemy’s  infantry 
1 have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient. servant, 

HENRY  BERTRAM, 

Lieut.  Col.  Wisconsin  Vols .,  Comdg.  Portion  of  1st  Brigade. 


Brigadier-General  Herron, 

Comdg.  Second  and  Third  Divisions , Army  of  the  Frontier. 


No.  30. 

Report  of  Capt.  Frank  Baclcof,  Battery  L,  First  Missouri  Light  Arlilleri 

Camp  at  Illinois  Creek,  Ark., 

December  9,  18G2. 

Colonel:  The  undersigned  would  respectfully  report  to  you  the  pa: 
his  command  took  in  the  battle  of  December  7. 

About  8 a.  m.,  December  7,  I took  position  a few  miles  from  1 ayett 
ville,  Ark.,  in  a corn  field,  at  the  same  time  that  two  companies  of  yoi 
command  drove  the  enemy  back.  After  waiting  for  some  time  for  a 
attack,  I was  ordered  to  move  position  2 miles,  to  Illinois  Creek ; cross* 
the  creek,  and  took  position  to  the  right  ot  the  road,  at  the  farm,  i 
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7our  order.  After  silencing  the  enemy’s  battery  on  the  bill  in  front 
>f  us,  I advanced  200  yards,  flanked  on  the  left  by  the  Twentieth  Wis- 
consin Volunteers  and  by  the  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  on  the  right,  and 
iustained  an  effectual  artillery  fire  at  the  enemy’s  position  (which  they 
noved  several  times)  for  three  hours.  In  the  same  time  you  made  a 
charge  with  your  infantry  on  the  hill  and  through  the  woods  surround- 
ng;  meanwhile  the  shells  of  my  battery  did  great  execution  amongst 
he  enemy.  After  the  great  loss  of  your  regiment  in  a charge  on  the 
fill  and  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  having  given  them  a few  rounds  of 
canister,  and  being  without  support,  we  were  unable  to  hold  our  posi- 
lon,  and  retreated  to  the  first  position,  two  of  our  pieces  being  disabled; 
>ut  the  infantry  having  rallied  again,  we  advanced  about  100  yards  from 
>ur  first  position  and  kept  it. 

Our  loss  was  1 man  killed  and  2 wounded ; 8 horses  killed,  and  1 
fiece  and  1 caisson  disabled. 

It  is  my  duty  to  mention  on  this  occasion  the  good  behavior  of  my 
nen,  and  especially  of  the  chiefs  of  sections  and  pieces ; and  I return 
ny  sincerest  thanks  to  you,  colonel,  for  the  effectual  support  of  your 
command. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully, 

F.  BAOKOF, 

Commanding  Battery  L , First  Missouri  Light  Artillery. 

Colonel  Bertram, 

Twentieth  Wisconsin  Volunteers. 


No.  31. 

Report  of  Col.  William  W.  Orme , Ninety-fourth  Illinois  Infantry , com- 
manding Becond  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  2d  Brig.,  3d  Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp , Prairie  Grove , Arlc .,  December  10,  1862. 

Captain  : In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  35,  issued  from 
he  headquarters  of  the  general  commanding  the  Second  and  Third  Di- 
visions, Army  of  the  Frontier,  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the 
ate  action  at  Prairie  Grove,  on  December  7,  I had  under  my  command 
he  Nineteenth  Iowa  and  the  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry 
Regiments  and  Battery  E,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery.  The  Eighth 
Missouri  Cavalry,  having  been  detached  from  my  command  and  sent 
forward  to  General  Blunt  the  day  before  the  engagement,  was  not  with 
cue  during  the  fight. 

The  Nineteenth  Iowa  was  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  McFar- 
land. The  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  was  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  John 
McNulta.  Battery  E,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  was  commanded 
by  First  Lieut.  Joseph  Foust. 

When  I reached  Illinois  Creek,  under  orders  from  General  Herron,  I 
advanced  the  infantry  across  the  creek,  the  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  on 
the  left  of  the  road  and  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  on  the  right  of  the  road, 
placing  both  regiments  under  cover  of  the  bluffs  of  the  stream.  Imme- 
iiately  afterward  the  battery  was  ordered  across  the  creek,  and  placed 
in  position  on  the  high  ground  to  the  left  of  the  road. 

At  the  ford  of  the  creek  the  enemy’s  batteries  were  in  full  view,  about 
half  a mile  distant  in  the  road,  on  a rising  ground,  at  the  foot  of  a hill. 
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Skirmishers  were  sent  forward  from  both  regiments.  The  enemy’s  bat- 
teries were  opened  upon  us.  The  firing  was  very  accurate,  the  shells 
falling  on  the  right  and  in  the  rear  of  the  Ninety-fourth  Illinois;  but, 
they  were  soon  silenced  and  compelled  to  retire  their  batteries  to  a less 
exposed  position,  from  which  they  fired  only  at  intervals.  The  Twen- 
tieth Wisconsin  Infantry,  having  advanced  on  the  right  of  the  Nine-' 
teenth  Iowa,  I sent  out  three  companies  of  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  as 
skirmishers,  and  ordered  the  remaining  seven  companies  to  advance 
and  support  the  Twentieth  Wisconsin,  which  was  now  moving  forward 
through  an  open  field  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  at  the  same  time  I 
ordered  the  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  to  advance  through  the  brush  to  an 
open  field  on  the  left.  Here  the  Ninety-fourth  received  the  first  fire' 
from  the  enemy,  which  was  hotly  returned,  and  the  enemy  fell  back  to 1 
a position  under  cover  of  the  fence. 

Meanwhile  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  had  received  and  returned  the  fire 
of  the  enemy,  and  now  advanced  steadily  up  the  hill  to  the  left  of  the 
white  house,  and  across  the  orchard  back  of  the  house  to  a fence,  behind 
whicll  the  enemy  in  greatly  superior  force  were  concealed.  As  it  ap- 
proached, the  enemy  rose  up  and  poured  in  a most  severe  and  destructive 
fire  upon  it,  and  the  Twentieth  Wisconsin  having  already  commenced 
to  fall  back  in  disorder,  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  was  unable  to  hold  its 
position,  and  was  compelled  to  fall  back  across  the  orchard,  when  Lieu-, 
tenant-Golonel  McFarland  fell,  shot  through  the  body.  Major  [D.]  Kent  ( 
then  took  command  and  rallied  a portion  of  his  men,  who  had  fallen; 
back  to  the  right  of  the  battery,  near  the  position  of  the  Ninety-fourth 
Illinois.  This  detachment  he  left  in  command  of  Captain  Koderick, 
while  he  was  engaged  in  rallying  the  remainder  of  his  men. 

Meanwhile  the  three  companies  of  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  which  were 
sent  out  as  skirmishers  had  been  advanced  to  the  right  of  the  battery,  ] 
up  to  a corn-field,  when  they  were  attacked  by  a superior  force  of  the 
enemy’s  cavalry,  which  they  drove  back,  and  continued  to  advance  near 
to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  when  they  were  met  by  a greatly  superior  force 
of  infantry  and  cavalry,  which  they  dispersed. 

I then  ordered  them  to  fall  back  to  the  corn-field,  in  order  to  give  the 
artillery  a chance  to  shell  the  wood,  where  they  remained  until  ordered 
to  join  the  regiment.  The  battery  meanwhile  had  been  actively  and 
effectually  engaged  in  throwing  shot  and  shell  wherever  it  was  most 
needed;  changing  its  position  to  the  front  and  to  the  left  as  circum- 
stances required,  and,  as  the  enemy  were  making  great  efforts  to  turn! 
our  left  wing,  the  battery  took  position  in  the  wheat-field  on  the  left  of 
the  road,  supported  by  the  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  on  the  left,  outside  of 
the  fence. 

After  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  and  Twentieth  Wisconsin  were  driven 
back,  the  rebels  poured  down  in  large  numbers  on  our  left,  but  were 
twice  repulsed  with  heavy  slaughter  by  the  Ninety -fourth  Illinois  and 
the  well-served  canister  from  Battery  E.  But  the  rebels  continuing  to 
menace  our  left  flank  in  large  force,  and  the  battery  being  so  far  ad- 
vanced, with  no  support  but  the  Ninety-fourth  Illinois,  which  was  kept 
continually  engaging  the  enemy,  the  battery  and  the  infantry  regiment 
were  ordered  to  fall  back.  The  battery,  from  loss  of  horses,  was  com- ' 
pelled  to  leave  one  of  its  caissons  on  the  field,  but  it  was  brought  away 
by  a squad  of  the  Ninety-fourth  Illinois,  under  the  personal  direction 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  McNulta.  The  battery  fell  back  across  the  road, 
and  the  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  also  fell  back  to  the  road  in  good  order. 

The  three  companies  of  skirmishers  of  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  were 
brought  out  to  the  road  by  my  direction,  when  they  came  up  in  perfect 
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>rder,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Richard  Root,  acting1  adjutant  of  the 
regiment.  The  different  portions  of  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  then  fell  back 
ind  formed  in  line  across  the  creek. 

As  the  sun  set,  the  firing  on  both  sides  closed,  the  infantry  resting  on 
heir  arms,  without  camp-fires  during  the  whole  night. 

At  3 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  by  order  of  the  general  com- 
panding, I formed  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  and  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  in 
me,  where  they,  respectively,  took  position  on  the  night  of  the  7th 
Soon  after  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  I ordered  forward  a com- 
>any  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  as  skirmishers,  advancing  them  up 

he  hill  occupied  by  the  rebels  the  evening  before : and  by  direction  of 
he  general  I also  ordered  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  and  Twentieth  Wiscon- 
Vm  the  company  of  skirmishers,  and  post  themselves  on  the 

nil,  where  they  remained  until  ordered  back  to  go  into  camp. 

I regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  McFarland,  com- 
manding the  Nineteenth  Iowa,  who  fell  while  gallantly  leading  his  men 
a the  charge  on  the  rebels  on  the  hill. 

1 cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
len  of  the  Nineteenth  Iowa,  for,  after  being  repulsed  with  great  loss 
y an  overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy,  they  rallied  and  brought  from 
m-d  i C0l0rs  °^.  ^ wenCieth  Wisconsin  Regiment.  Captain  [S. 
.J  Roderick,  of  the  Nineteenth  Iowa,  deserves  especial  mention  for  meri- 
irious  conduct.  He  gathered  together  some  70  men  of  his  regiment, 
iter  it  was  broken  and  scattered ; rallied  them  around  the  regimental 
Mors,  and;  under  my  direction,  formed  them  on  the  left  of  the  Ninety- 
rnrth  Illinois,  where  they  did  good  service,  and  only  retired  from  the 
eld  when  ordered  to  fall  back.  Lieut.  Richard  Root,  acting  adjutant 
[the  regiment,  is  also  entitled  to  honorable  mention.  By  direction  of 
IS  commanding  officer,  and  at  the  request  of  the  captains,  he  took 
large  ot  the  three  companies  of  skirmishers,  and  maneuvered  them 
ith  great  bravery  and  skill. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  accorded  to  the  officers  and  men  of  Bat- 
■ry  h,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery;  and  Lieutenants  Foust.  [C.  L.l 
awards,  and  [J.  B.]  Atwater  are  entitled  to  honorable  notice  for  their 

ntprvC0ThUCvan<!  Ure  S;pmabnity  with  which  they  managed  their 
itterj.  The  Ninety-lourth  Illinois  behaved  well.  The  safety  of  our 

tt  wing  depended  m a great  measure  upon  their  efforts.  They  with- 
ood  every  attack  on  our  left,  and  repulsed  the  enemy  with  heavy  loss. 
iHw..r,!  rep"  haariug  of  Lieut.  Ool.  John  McNulta  inspired  his  men 
th  courage;  and  when  the  battery  retired,  leaving  one  of  its  caissons 

e^field6  116  t0°k  a S<Jlla'  ob  llis  men  and  in  person  brought  it  from 

?i"d  Iili,l0'^may  still  continue  to  view  with  pride  the  heroic  con- 
ttle  tieia1.1'  Jf°!"nteers>  fp  on  the  field  of  Prairie  Grove,  as  on  all  other 

a, 6 sold,ers  have  tough t side  by  side,  win- 
ectiTC  States  d proudIy  mainlaimng  the  high  honor  of  their  re- 

TTiSi rep°P  withPt  making  honorable  mention  of  my 
jutant,  Lieut.  Hudson  Burr.  He  fearlessly  visited  every  part  of  the 
Id  bearing  my  orders,  and  aiding  very  much  in  rallying  the  men  when 

Mr  regiments  had  been  repulsed. 

One  of  my  orderlies,  Private  George  Wilkerson,  of  Company  E,  Eighth 

XUdi,Ti°'Unt^0aValr^S  entit!cd.t0  Dotice  for  the  fearless  discharge 
rfn  dple*:  He  Wll«  W1*h  me  during  the  whole  engagement,  until 

my  side3*  6”'00"’  Wllen  he  WaS  wounded  iu  the  left  arm  wljle  riding 
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I have  annexed  hereto  a statement  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  of  the  brigade.*  I also  inclose  herewith  the  reports  of  the 
different  regiments  and  detachments  of  my  command. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

WM.  W.  ORME, 

Colonel , Commanding  Second  Brigade , Third  Division,  f 

Capt.  William  Hyde  Clark, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General , Second  and  Third  Divisions. 


No.  32. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  McNulta,  Ninety -fourth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  Yol.  Infantry, 

Camp , Prairie  Grove , Arlc .,  December  8,  1862.  j 

Sir  : I hereby  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  m> 
command  in  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove  on  the  7th  instant : 

My  men  were  very  much  fatigued  and  foot  sore,  being  marched,  a: 
you  are  aware,  nearly  100  miles.  They  endured  all  the  privations,  los f 
of  sleep,  short  rations,  &c.,  with  commendable  firmness  and  patience  u 
and,  when  a prospect  of  being  speedily  brought  to  face  the  enemy  wa:1 
presented  to  them,  forgot  their  suffering,  and  responded  with  the  prompt 
ness  of  fresh  troops  to  the  orders  to  prepare  for  immediate  act  ion.  AH 
though  scarcely  able  to  walk,  from  their  sore  and  blistered  feet,  the^'i 
formed  in  line  of  battle  and  awaited  with  anxiety  the  order  to  advance  j 

Companies  A and  K were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  under  my  specia 
supervision,  on  the  base  and  the  side  of  the  mountain  on  the  left,  th 
regiment  occupying  the  left  of  the  line  of  battle.  The  regiment  wa 
then  ordered  forward,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  by  General  HerronJ 
They  moved  on  the  double-quick  nearly  a mile  in  advance  of  the  line  O' 
battle,  already  formed.  The  battery  being  already  planted,  our  regi 
ment  was  placed  as  its  support  while  they  shelled  the  woods  down  th 
valley  in  our  advance.  No  response  being  given  by  the  enemy,  the  bat 
tery  was  limbered  and  the  regiment  again  ordered  to  advance,  accoir 
panied  by  General  Herron  and  body  guard  and  two  pieces  of  Battery  E; 
First  Missouri  Artillery. 

Companies  B,  C,  and  D were  then  deployed  to  our  left  as  skirmishers 
under  the  command  of  Major  [R.  G.]  Laughlin.  They,  covering  the  va 
ley  to  oqr  left,  crossed  the  creek  and  advanced  to  the  fence,  iu  view  c 
the  enemy’s  line,  which  was  formed  in  the  rear  of  the  fence  on  the  othe 
side  of  the  field.  The  regiment  in  the  mean  time,  marching  by  the  roac 
crossed  the  creek  at  the  ford,  and  was  formed  in  line  on  the  left  of  th 
ford  under  cover.  The  skirmishers  were  then  ordered  to  rally  on  th 
command.  Company  A was  placed  as  flankers  on  our  left,  and  the  reg 
ment  awaited  further  orders.  Soon  after,  the  firing  of  the  artillery  con 
menced,  when  orders  were  received  from  Colonel  [W.  W ] Orme  to  tat 
our  position  in  line  of  battle  on  the  extreme  left.  I then  changed  our  fror 
and  engaged  the  enemy  on  our  left,  opening  the  infantry  engagemer 
of  the  day  and  receiving  their  first  fire.  I then  moved  by  the  left  thin 
farther  to  the  left  in  the  wood,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  within  20 
yards  of  the  enemy’s  line,  where  we  again  drew  their  fire ; but  iu  a fe 
moments  the  enemy  fell  back  from  our  front  over  the  brow  of  the  hil 

* Nominal  list  omitted.  See  p.  86, 
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The  advantage  thus  gained  was  not  followed  up,  on  account  of  an  order 
being  received  from  Colonel  Orme  to  support  Battery  E at  all  hazards. 
Our  line  was  again  withdrawn  and  formed  iu  the  rear.  I again  formed 
the  line  in  the  same  position  formerly  occupied,  the  enemy  reforming 
their  right  with  increased  numbers.  We  again  opened  fire  upon  them, 
when  they  again  withdrew. 

The  right  of  our  line  having  fallen  back  to  a new  line,  about  200  yards 
to  the  rear,  the  battery  also  being  withdrawn  to  the  same  line,  I then 
formed  my  line  on  that  point,  under  immediate  orders  from  General 
Herron,  bringing  with  me  a caisson  left  on  the  field  by  Battery  E.  1 
then  formed  my  regiment  on  the  road  near  the  ford,  and,  under  orders 
from  General  Herron,  held  it  there  during  the  night.  My  regiment,  as 
I believe,  received  the  first  infantry  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  were  the  last 
to  leave  the  field. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  command  behaved  more  like  veterans  than 
new  troops  in  their  first  battle.  Where  so  much  courage  was  shown  it 
is  difficult  to  speak  of  some  and  not  of  others;  yet,  when  such  instances 
of  gallantry  are  displayed  as  were  shown  by  some  of  the  officers  and 
men  of  my  command,  I deem  it  proper  to  mention  the  names  of  those 
who  made  themselves  most  conspicuous  by  their  conduct  during  the 
•engagement.  Much  credit  is  due  Maj.  R.  G.  Laughlin,  for  the  energy 
and  perseverance  he  has  displayed  on  not  only  this,  but  on  all  impor- 
tant occasions.  His  efforts  in  carrying  out  all  orders  and  encouraging 
the  men  to  deeds  of  bravery,  by  his  personal  example,  had  a most  bene- 
ficial effect,  and  on  this,  as  upon  all  other  occasions,  he  showed  himself 
possessed  of  all  the  qualifications  that  are  essential  to  the  officer  and 
man.  Brave  and  cool  in  danger,  and  firm  in  the  administration  of  dis- 
cipline, he  has  shown  himself  competent  to  fill  the  position  he  occupies, 
or  any  that  may  be  assigned  him,  with  honor  to  himself  and  credit  to 
the  service. 

In  my  efforts  to  carry  out  orders  delivered  to  me,  and  in  the  perform- 
ance enjoined  by  myself,  I was  nobly  seconded  by  the  line  officers  of  my 
command,  who,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  were  active  and  efficient, 
and  did  honor  to  themselves  and  to  the  regiment. 

In  this  connection  I would  mention  particularly  Captain  [A.  T.] 
Briscoe,  Company  A,  who  acted  with  his  company  as  skirmishers,  and 
did  us  good  service ' Captain  [J.  M.J  Burch,  of  Company  K,  who  managed 
his  command  admirably,  and,  by  his  coolness  and  courage  under  fire  and 
general  good  conduct,  gave  evidence  of  fine  military  attainments; 
Captain  [J.  L.]  Routt,  of  Company  E,  although  quite  unwell,  was  cool, 
collected,  and  rendered  extraordinary  service  by  encouraging  and  stim- 
ulating his  men,  and  Captain  [J.  C.]  McFarland,  Company  B,  also  dis- 
played coolness  and  courage  of  a high  order.  I must  not  fail  to  speak 
of  Captain  [J.  P.]  Orme,  of  Company  H,  who,  although  the  youngest 
officer  in  command,  distinguished  himself  during  the  whole  engagement. 
Lieutenant  [G.]  Hayes,  of  Company  K,  was  prominent  for  his  activity 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  showed  by  his  conduct  prominent 
soldierly  qualities.  Lieutenant  [W.  W.]  Elder,  of  Company  B,  I am 
sorry  to  say,  was  severely  wounded,  and  we  lose  for  a time  the  services 
of  a reliable  and  faithful  officer.  Great  praise  is  due  to  Sergeants  Hay- 
wood, Company  K;  Minier,  Company  I;  Rouie,  Company  A;  Grier, 
Company  C ; J.  S.  Martin,  Company  B,  and  Orderly  Sergeant  Bishop, 
Company  D,  for  their  gallant  conduct  on  the  field  and  efficient  service 
rendered  in  their  respective  positions.  Color-Sergeants  Stipp  and  Mc- 
Kenzie are  deserving  of  the  highest  praise  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
performed  their  duties  in  the  responsible  positions  which  they  occupied. 
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The  color-guard  also  stood  nobly  to  their  posts,  and  suffered  no  danger 
to  drive  them  from  the  discharge  of  duty.  Corpl.  A.  C.  Stewart  is 
worthy  of  particular  mention  for  the  coolness  and  bravery  he  displayed 
throughout  the  day.  Also  Privates  William  H.  Carter,  of  Company  C, 
and  William  Clark,  of  Company  A,  were  conspicuous  for  the  prompt 
and  efficient  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duty. 

I desire,  in  addition,  to  make  mention  of  the  regimental  staff.  Drs.  j 
Ross  and  Stewart  proved  themselves  most  efficient  officers  in  their  de- 
partment; Dr.  Stewart  remained  upon  the  field  with  his  attendants,  and, 
as  each  man  fell,  he  was  taken  up,  his  wounds  examined,  and  treated 
in  the  best  possible  manner  without  delay ; Lieut.  M.  L.  Moore,  and 
his  faithful  assistant,  Sergt.  R.  S.  McEntyre,  in  attending  to  the  wants 
of  the  regiment.  Chaplain  R.  E.  Guthrie  proved  himself  to  be  a soldier 
in  every  sense  of  the  word,  and  eminently  qualified  to  fill  the  position 
he  occupies.  He  was  on  the  field  throughout  the  whole  engagement, 
encouraging  the  men  on  in  their  good  work,  calling  on  them  to  trust  in 
God,  do  their  duty,  and  fire  low,  and  using  such  other  expressions  as 
were  calculated  to  inspire  with  courage.  I am  under  personal  obliga-  j 
tions  to  Lieut.  George  B.  O’Keson,  acting  adjutant,  for  the  prompt  as- 
sistance rendered  by  him  upon  the  field,  and  the  coolness  and  courage 
he  displayed  in  executing  all  orders  given  him  and  seeing  that  all  com- 
mands  were  carried  out  promptly. 

All  of  which  is  most  repectfully  submitted. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McNULTA, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  Ninety -fourth  Illinois  Vol . Infantry. 

Lieut.  Hudson  Burr, 

A.  A.  A.  G.,  Second  Brig.,  Third  Biv.,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


No.  33.  , 

Report  of  Maj.  Daniel  Kent,  Nineteenth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Nineteenth  Iowa  Volunteers, 

* Camp,  Prairie  Grove,  December  10,  1862. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  the  part  taken  by  the  I 
Nineteenth  Regiment  in  the  late  battle  of  the  7th  instant. 

The  Nineteenth  Regiment,  500  strong,  was  ordered  into  line  of  battle 
at  12  m.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  [S.]  McFarland  in  command.  By  order 
of  Colonel  Orme,  three  companies  were  detached  apd  deployed  as  skir-  , 
mishers.  The  companies  were  A,  B,  and  C,  and,  owing  to  the  circum-  i 
stances,  Lieutenant  [R.]  Root,  acting  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  was .1 
ordered  to  take  command,  which  was  done.  The  skirmishers  advanced 
under  a heavy  fire  to  a corn-field  on  the  right  of  Battery  E,  First  Mis- 
souri Light  Artillery,  and  were  ordered  to  hold  it  at  all  hazards,  which 
was  done,  until  ordered  to  fall  back  and  form  in  line  of  battle.  The  reg- 
iment was  then  ordered  to  advance  to  the  left  of  the  white  house  on  the 
hill,  to  support  the  Twentieth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  which  was  hotly 
engaged.  The  Nineteenth,  led  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  McFarland,  ad- 
vanced up  the  hill  steadily,  and  across  the  orchard  back  of  the  house, 
when  the  Twentieth  Wisconsin  gave  way.  The  Nineteenth  still  ad- 
vanced to  the  fence  adjoining  the  wood,  when  the  enemy,  who  lay  con- 
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ealed,  arose  to  their  feet,  three  regiments  deep,  pouring  a destructive 
[re  on  us  from  three  sides,  which  caused  the  regiment  to  waver  and  fall 
>ack  to  the  battery,  on  the  left  of  the  road  leading  up  the  hill.  Lieut- 
nant-Colonel  McFarland  here  fell,  shot  through  the  body.  I then 
ook  command,  and  rallied  what  was  left  of  the  regiment,  as  the  regi- 
ment met  with  a severe  loss  in  the  charge.  I then  left  the  men  I had 
allied  in  charge  of  Captain  [S.  F.]  Eoderick,  of  Company  K,  and  went 
a rally  some  scattered  troops.  Colonel  Orme  then  rode  up  and  ordered 
)aptain  Eoderick  to  fall  in  and  rally  with  the  Ninety-fourth  Illinois, 
ffiich  he  did,  led  by  Colonel  Orme  in  person,  driving  the  enemy  back 
nth  great  slaughter,  and  holding  their  position  until  ordered  to  fall 
ack  and  reform. 

In  the  retreat  of  the  Twentieth  Wisconsin,  the  color-bearer  was  shot, 
3tting  fall  the  colors,  when  the  enemy  made  a desperate  effort  to  get 
hem,  but  a portion  of  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  rallied  and  got  possession 
f and  carried  them  off  the  field. 

In  making  out  the  report,  it  is  with  pleasure  I can  say  that  the  officers 
nd  men  behaved  nobly  and  fought  desperately,  as  if  the  fate  of  the 
attle  depended  on  them  alone.  I will  mention  especially  Captain 
Roderick,  of  Company  K,  whom  I left  in  charge  of  some  scattered 
roops;  also  Captain  [T.  W.]  Eichmond,  of  Company  H,  and  Captain 
A.  M.]  Taylor,  of  Company  G ; also  Lieutenant  [W.  S.]  Brooks,  of  Com- 
any  I),  who  brought  the  colors  off  the  field,  and  in  doing  so  was  badly 
rounded.  Others  are  equally  meritorious,  but  too  numerous  to  mention 
t present. 

The  report  of  the  detachment  of  skirmishers  I send  to  you  as  re- 
eived : 

Sir:  Having  been  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  three  companies  of  skirmishers 
a the  7th  instant,  the  day  of  battle,  I advanced  them  to  the  right  of  Battery  E,  First 
[issouri  Light  Artillery,  when  the  right  wing,  under  Captain  Bruce,  was  attacked 
y a superior  force  of  the  enemy ; but  a few  well-directed  shots  drove  them  back.  I 
ould  here  notice  the  bravery  of  Captain  Bruce  and  the  men  under  him.  After  ad- 
ducing up  near  the  wood,  the  enemy  came  out  of  cover,  showing  a heavy  body  of 
ifantry  and  two  battalions  of  cavalry.  They  met  with  a warm  reception  from  the 
ght,  under  Captain  Bruce,  which  made  them  scatter.  At  this  time  I received  an 
:der  from  Colonel  Orme  to  fall  back  to  the  corn-field,  so  as  to  let  the  battery  shell 
le  wood,  which  was  done  in  good  order,  and  held  until  ordered  by  you  to  join  the 
jgiment. 

R.  ROOT, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  Skirmishers. 

Major  Kent, 

Commanding  Nineteenth  Iowa  Volunteers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant  was  ordered  into  line  at  6 o’clock, 
nd  advanced  across  the  creek  and  formed  a line  of  battle,  and  advanced 
p through  the  timber,  on  the  left  of  the  Twentieth  Wisconsin.  Was 
ten  ordered  to  occupy  the  fence  east  of  the  house.  Did  so,  crossing 
art  of  the  ground  that  was  fought  over  the  day  before.  Occupied  the 
osition  until  ordered  to  fall  back,  so  as  to  let  both  sides  have  a chance 
;>  collect  their  dead.  Selected  an  advantageous  piece  of  ground,  and 
ccupied  it  until  ordered  into  camp.* 

I remain,  yours,  respectfully, 

D.  KENT, 

Major , Commanding  Nineteenth  Iowa  Volunteers. 

Col.  W.  W.  Orme, 

Comdg.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Dir.,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 

* Summary  of  casualties,  here  omitted,  is  embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  86. 
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No.  34, 

Report  of  Lieut.  Joseph  Foust , Battery  F,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery  A 

Battle-Field  of  Prairie  Groye,  Ark., 

December  8,  1862. 

Colonel:  I Lave  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  I 
7th  instant,  while  on  the  march  from  Fayetteville  to  Illinois  Creek,  thejl 
enemy  having  attacked  our  advance,  I was  ordered  by  you  to  take  a 
position  on  the  left  of  the  road. 

After  reconnoiteriug  and  finding  no  enemy  on  the  east  side  of  the  I 
creek  in  force,  I was  ordered  by  you  to  send  one  section  to  the  front,  to  j 
report  to  General  Herron.  I ordered  Lieut.  C.  L.  Edwards  to  take  one  I 
section,  and  report  accordingly*.  He  advanced,  shelling  the  wood  until 
he  arrived  at  the  east  . bank  of  the  creek,  which  he  was  ordered  to  cross  I 
and  open  upon  the  enemy,  who  was  visible  in  force,  about  three-fourths;  I 
of  a mile  to  the  front.  The  position  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  having  j 
been  ascertained,  he  was  ordered  by  General  Herron  to  retire.  At  the  I 
same  time  I was  ordered  to  advance  with  the  remainder  of  the  battery  j 
to  the  front.  Arriving  at  the  ford  of  the  creek,  I was  ordered  to  halt. I 
out  of  sight  of  the  enemy,  and  to  advance  and  open  the  battery  upon  a | 
signal  to  be  given  from  Captain  Murphy’s  battery. 

We  went  into  action  at  the  signal,  under  a terrible  fire  from  the  en- 1 
emy  while  crossing  the  ford.  About  the  third  round  the  enemy’s  guns  j 
were  silenced.  Another  battery  on  our  left  having  got  our  range,  we  I 
were  compelled  to  change  position  to  the  front. 

I would  state,  however,  that  I went  on  to  the  field  with  orders  to  take, 
such  positions  as  would  afford  the  greatest  advantage  over  the  enemy. ! 
The  same  orders  were  extended  to  my  officers  by  myself.  Each  onell 
taking  command  of  a section,  we  acted  independently,  but  supported  ] 
each  other.  The  enemy  was  about  to  turn  our  left  flank  with  an  over-  j 
whelming  force,  when  Lieutenant  Edwards  took  a position  on  the  ex-il 
treme  left  with  his  section,  while  Lieutenant  [J.  B.]  Atwater  and  myself  I 
kept  up  a heavy  fire.  1 then  ordered  my  section  to  the  same  position, s 
Lieutenant  Atwater  covering  my  advance.  The  latter  then  took  a| 
position  beside  me.  We  were  now  within  150  yards  of  the  enemy’s  j 
line,  supported  on  the  left  by  the  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  Infantry.  j| 

At  this  time  the  enemy  attempted  to  charge  our  lines,  when  the  wholei  j 
battery  opened  on  them  with  canister,  and  they  fell  back  in  confusion,  j 
The  infantry  attempted  to  charge  the  hill,  but  were  repulsed  by  an  over-i  i 
whelming  force  of  the  enemy,  when  we  again  forced  them  back  with  can-1 1 
ister.  Again  the  infantry  attempted  to  carry  the  hill,  but  were  driven 
back  the  second  time,  when  we  covered  their  retreat  once  more  with  \ 
canister,  driving  the  enemy  back  again  to  the  wood.  The  enemy  seeing 
the  battery  without  support,  made  a great  effort  to  take  it,  but  were 
driven  back  by  the  battery.  Colonel  Huston  having  ordered  us  off  the  j 
field,  in  consequence  of  our  canister  having  been  exhausted,  the  battery  f 
retired  in  good  order,  with  the  exception  of  one  caisson,  which  could 
not  be  brought  off  on  account  of  the  horses  and  men  being  killed  or  dis- 
abled. It  was  finally  brought  off  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  McNulta,  of 
the  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  Infantry. 

After  receiving  fresh  supplies  of  ammunition,  we  again  advanced  to 
the  front,  and  continued  the  action  until  night  closed  the  contest.  Dur-i  I 
ing  the  engagement  we  fired  562  rounds  of  shot,  shell,  and  canister,  jj 

Our  loss  was  2 men  killed  and  6 wounded ; 8 horses  killed  and  11 
wounded. 
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I can  make  no  exceptions  to  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men,  as 
under  the  most  galling  fire  each  one  was  at  his  post,  and  not  one  man 
wavered. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  FOIJST, 

First  Lieut .,  Comdg.  Company  E,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery. 
Col.  W.  W.  Orme, 

Comdg.  Second  Brig .,  Third  Div .,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


No.  35. 

Report  of  Capt.  Amos  L.  Burrows , First  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  First  Battalion  First  Missouri  Cavalry, 

Camp  at  Prairie  Grove , Ar7c.,  December  9,  1862. 

Captain  : General  Orders  requiring  it,  I herewith  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  as  my  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  battalion  in 
the  action  of  December  7 : 

I left  Fayetteville  at  4 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant  with 
three  companies  (I,  H,  and  L),  Company  I,  Capt.  J.  M.  Adams,  being 
detailed  as  immediate  body  guard.  Company  H,  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant [G.  W.]  Hanna,  and  Company  L,  escort  to  the  general,  were  sent 
out  as  advance  guard*,  commanded  by  Maj.  J.  M.  Hubbard.  We  marched 
on  without  interruption  until  within  8 miles  of  Cane  Hill,  when  we  saw  a 
large  body  of  the  First  Arkansas  and  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry  on  the 
retreat.  We  undertook  to  stop  them,  and,  finding  it  being  of  no  use, 
Major  Hubbard  ordered  the  fence  to  be  thrown  down  on  the  left-hand 
side  of  the  road,  and  drew  up  in  line  of  battle  in  the  wheat-field,  and 
instructed  the  First  Arkansas  and  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry  to  form  in 
our  rear.  They  partially  did  so,  but,  having  several  shots  fired  at  our 
line  by  the  enemy,  they  broke  and  fled.  The  enemy  came  down  the  road 
Within  200  yards ; filed  off  right  and  left  of  the  road  to  flank  us.  Major 
Hubbard  saw  that  their  numbers  were  too  great  to  contend  with,  and 
gave  the  order  to  retreat.  We  Started  across  the  field  to  the  mountain, 
some  3 miles  distant.,  in  order  to  divert  the  enemy  from  coming  down  on 
the  infantry  before  they  were  prepared  for  it. 

Having  so  many  fences  to  cross,  our  progress  was  much  impeded,  and 
having  to  cross  a lane,  the  enemy  came  up  on  our  rear  and  commenced 
firing.  Major  Hubbard,  in  trying  to  cross  the  fence,  was  compelled  to 
surrender,  when  the  command  devolved  upon  myself.  I immediately 
commanded  the  head  of  the  column  to  the  right,  in  order  to  get  to  the 
mountain  quicker.  The  enemy  continued  to  follow  us  until  we  reached 
the  foot  of  the  mountain.  During  the  time  we  lost  1 lieutenant  and  10 
men,  taken  prisoners,  and  3 men  wounded. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  we  met  about  200  strag- 
glers from  the  First  Arkansas  and  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry.  I told 
them  to  fall  into  ranks.  I formed  them  into  line  of  battle  immediately, 
to  make  a stand  if  they  followed  us  any  farther.  But  they  discontinued 
the  pursuit,  and  we  struck  oft*  through  the  fields  to  the  main  road,  com- 
ing into  the  road  in  the  rear  of  the  infantry.  I immediately  marched  to 
the  front  and  reported  to  General  Herron,  when  I was  ordered  to  skir- 
mish on  our  left  flank  and  find  out  the  position  of  the  enemy.  After 
going  some  600  yards,  we  found  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  in 
a corn-field,  about  300  yards  in  advance  of  us.  I reported  the  same  to 
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General  Herron,  when  we  were  ordered  to  skirmish  on  the  right  flank. 
We  skirmished  our  right  flank  until  we  got  on  the  west  side  of  the  Illi- 
nois River,  where  we  found  the  enemy  strongly  posted,  some  half  mile 
in  advance.  We  immediately  formed  on  the  right  of  Battery  E,  First 
Missouri  Light  Artillery,  when  our  artillery  opened,  being  immediately 
replied  to  by  the  enemy.  The  shells  coming  rather  close,  we  were  or- 
dered to  fall  back  to  give  place  to  the  infantry,  who  had  by  that  time 
come  up  to  the  support  of  the  battery. 

I retired  some  200  yards  farther  to  the  right,  and  sent  out  skirmishers 
to  protect  our  right  flank,  when  I was  ordered  to  throw  out  skirmishers 
on  our  left  flank.  We  followed  up  the  west  side  of  the  river  about  1 
mile ; discovered  no  trace  of  the  enemy,  when  I was  ordered  to  keep  my 
command  in  readiness  for  further  orders,  when  I was  ordered  by  Colo- 
nel Qrrne,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  to  advance  as 
skirmishers  on  the  left  flank  of  the  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  Infantry. 
After  coming  out  of  the  brush  we  received  a heavy  volley  from  the 


enemy’s  right  flank,  posted  behind  a fence  in  the  edge  of  the  timber,  * 


I immediately  j 
orders,  when  I 


when  we  retired  and  gave  room  for  the  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  to  charge 
them,  which  poured  in  a deadly  volley  into  their  ranks, 
went  back  and  reported  to  General  Herron  for  further  orders, 
was  ordered  to  move  with  my  command  down  the  valley,  to  ascertain 
if  the  enemy  were  trying  to  get  in  our  rear  to  attack  the  baggage  train,  j 
I went  down  4 miles.  Seeing  no  sighs  of  the  enemy,  I again  reported  1 
to  the  general,  and,  it  being  dark,  I was  ordered  to  camp  at  the  general’s 
headquarters.* 

AMOS  L.  BURROWS, 

Captain  Company  L,  First  Battalion , First  Missouri  Vol.  Cav. 


No.  36. 


Reports  of  May.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  Hindman,  C.  8.' Army,  commanding  First 
Corps , Trans-Mississippi  Army,  including  preliminary  sldrmishes. 


Battle-Field  at  Pratrie  Grove,  Ark., 

Camp  23  miles  west  of  Van  Buren , December  9,  1862.  j 
I threatened  the  enemy’s  right  and  front  at  Cane  Hill ; moved  on  his 
left  to  cut  off  re-enforcements,  which  I attacked  and  drove  back,  and  ! 
then  took  position  at  Prairie  Grove,  and  fought  the  whole  army  with 
the  following  result : My  loss  is  about  350  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
The  Federal  loss  was  about  1,000  killed  and  wounded,  about  300  pris- 
oners (including  a large  number  of  officers),  a train  of  20  wagons,  and  ! 
4 stand  of  colors.  We  hold  the  battle-field.  A flag  has  this  moment ! 
been  sent  in  by  the  enemy,  asking  a truce  of  twelve  hours  to  bury  his 
dead  and  care  for  his  wounded.  I have  granted  it. 

T.  C.  HINDMAN. 

Major-General  Holmes. 


Headquarters  First  Corps,  Trans-Mississippi  Army, 

Camp  near  Fort  Smith,  Arlz.,  December  25,  1862. 
Colonel  : I marched  from  near  Yan  Buren  on  the  3d  instant  with 
9,000  infantry,  2,000  cavalry,  and  22  pieces  of  artillery.  Lack  of  shoes 
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md  arms  prevented  me  from  taking  my  entire  force.  My  intention 
vas  to  attack  Brigadier-General  Blunt,  on  Gane  Hill,  reported  to  have 
>etween  7,000  and  8,000  men  and  30  cannon.  I expected,  as  stated  at 
he  time  in  dispatches  to  department  headquarters,  to  return  imrne- 
liately  after  the  engagement,  having  barely  ammunition  enough  for  one 
>attle,  and  not  sufficient  subsistence  and  forage  for  seven  days  at  half 
ations.  These  meager  supplies  had  been  accumulated  with  extreme 
lifficulty  by  hauling  in  wagons  of  the  general  train  and  regiments  80 
ailes,  my  transportation  being  very  limited,  the  country  around  me 
ntirely  exhausted,  and  the  river  too  low  for  navigation.  These  facts 
tad  made  it  certain  that  I must  soon  retire  the  greater  part  of  my  force 
oward  Little  Bock;  hence  it  seemed  important  for  the  security  of  what 
ras  to  be  left  that  Blunt  was  to  be  driven  from  his  position. 

Cane  Hill  is  a ridge  of  perhaps  8 miles  length  and  5 miles  width,  in 
he  southwest  part  of  Washington  County,  Arkansas,  just  beyond  the 
orth  base  of  the  Boston  Mountains.  Three  villages  are  built  upon  it 
Russellville,  Boonsborough,  and  Newburg),  which  almost  blend  with 
ach  other,  covering  a distance,  as  the  road  to  Fayetteville  runs,  of  3 or  5 
dies.  The  enemy’s  main  body  was  about  Newburg.  The  distance  from 
ran  Buren  to  Newburg  is  45  miles.  The  intermediate  country  is  a 
ugged  and  sterile  range  of  mountains.  The  roads  across  it  are  gath- 
red  together  at  Van  Buren,  on  the  south  side,  and  at  Fayetteville, 
n the  northern.  These  places  are  from  50  to  65  miles  apart,  according 
) the  route  traveled.  There  are  four  principal  roads ; one  bends  to 
le  right  and  east  with  the  valley  of  Frog  Bayou,  crosses  the  mount- 
ins,  then  follows  the  West  Fork  of  White  Biver  and  strikes  Fayetteville 
■om  the  southeast ; another,  known  as  the  Telegraph  road,  proceeds 
)r  the  most  part  upon  ridges  directly  north  ; the  third  leaves  theTele- 
raph  road  12  miles  above  Van  Buren,  runs  along  the  Cherokee  line  to 
ivansville,  and  there  branches  through  the  Cane  Hill  country  to  Fay- 
3teville,  its  main  trunk  going  north,  by  Cincinnati  and  Maysville,  to 
ort  Scott ; the  fourth  turns  to  the  left  from  the  Telegraph  road  at  Oli- 
er’s,  19  miles  above  Van  Buren,  follows  the  valley  of  Cove  Creek  to 
le  foot  of  the  mountains,  and,  after  crossing,  passes  through  a succes- 
on  of  defiles,  valleys,  and  prairies,  reaching  Fayetteville  from  a south- 
esterly  direction.  At  Morrow’s,  15  miles  above  Oliver’s,  the  Cove 
reek  road  sends  a branch  direct  to  Xewburg,  7 miles  distant.  Eight 
iles  above  Morrow’s  it  is  crossed  by  a road  leading  from  Hog-eye,  5 
iles  east  on  the  Telegraph  road,  to  hfewburg.  Two  miles  beyond  this 
sends  a branch  to  Bhea’s  Mills,  to  Maysville,  which  crosses  the  Cane 
ill  and  Fayetteville  road  at  the  distance  of  2 miles  from  the  Cove 
reek  road.  This  crossing  is  7^  miles  from  Newburg  and  12£  miles  from 
ayetteville.  Two  miles  and  a half  above  this  crossing  the  Cove  Creek 
ad  and  the  Cane  Hill  and  Fayetteville  unite.  There  is  a road  from 
ewburg,  by  Bhea’s  Mills,  to  this  junction,  the  distance  by  that  route 
fin g about  2 miles  greater.  The  accompanying  map*  may  serve  to 
ake  this  description  more  intelligible. 

Marmaduke’s  cavalry  division  formed  my  advance,  moving  on  the 
fiegraph  road,  with  detachments  on  those  east  and  west  of  it.  Colonel 
atie’s  Cherokee  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  vicinity  of  Evansville, 
structed,  when  the  firing  should  commence,  to  move  forward  and  oc- 
py  certain  mills  in  the  Cane  Hill  region,  and  to  attack  the  enemy’s 
fin  if  retired  toward  Cincinnati.  The  balance  of  my  force  moved  on 
e Telegraph  road,  and  bivouacked  at  Oliver’s  on  the  night  of  the  4th. 

*Not  found. 
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Inhere  I received  information  that  a re- enforcement  of  3,000  or  4,000  men  i 
had  arrived  on  Cane  Hill,  making  Blunt’s  force  fully  equal  to  mine. 

On  the  5th,  instead  of  getting  to  Morrow’s,  as  I had  expected,  we; 
went  but  little  farther  than  half  way,  in  consequence  of  some  of  those, 
apparently  unavoidable  delays  to  which  troops  so  ill-provided  as  ourSj 
are  liable. 

On  the  6th  we  reached  Morrow’s.  In  the  morning  of  that  day,  Mar- 
maduke’s  advance  (under  Col.  J.  O.  Shelby)  encountered  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  and  drove  them  back  beyond  Morrow’s  to  within  2 miles  of  j 
Newburg.  There,  from  the  crest  of  the  mountain  to  its  base,  about  sun-| 
set  a sharp  engagement  occurred,  in  which  Col.  J.  C.  Monroe  and  his  j 
brigade  of  Arkansas  cavalry  (wli£  had  relieved  Shelby)  greatly  distin-jj 
guished  themselves,  charging  a superior  force  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry, 
with  boldness  and  vigor,  breaking  his  ranks,  and  only  ceasing  to  pursue, 
when  recalled.  I had  previously  ordered  forward  Hunter’s  regiment  of 
Missouri  infantry,  of  Parsons’  brigade,  of  Frost’s  division,  to  hold  the  I 
ground  which  the  cavalry  might  gain.  This  order  was  promptly  exe- 
cuted. The  regiment  was  in  possession  of  the  heights  and  defiles  that 
might  be  used  for  annoying  us  before  the  skirmish  had  ceased.  To  make  j 
sure  of  this  advantage,  the  remainder  of  Parsons’ brigade  was  thrown  j 
forward  to  the  same  position. 

This  being  the  situation  of  affairs,  the  several  commanders  of  divisions  i 
were  assembled  on  the  night  of  the  6th,  to  receive  final  instructions,; 
when  I learned  a further  re- enforcement  of  from  4,000  to  6,000  infantry, 
and  2,000  cavalrv,  with  30  cannon,  under  Brigadier-General  Herron,,! 
was  then  at  Favetteville,  on  the  way  to  Cane  Hill,  making  forcedJ 
marches.  It  had  been  my  intention  to  throw  Marmaduke’s  cavalry  bv 
the  Cove  Creek  road  and  its  Maysville  branch  upon  the  enemy’s  left  and  j 
rear,  while  scattered  in  front  by  the  road  leading  from  Morrow’s  to  New-J 
burg.  It  now  seemed  evident  that  that  plan  would  simply  cause  the 
retirement  of  Blunt  upon  his  re-enforcements,  without  accepting  battle,! 
till  after  the  junction  should  be  effected.  There  was  a possibility  that! 
I might,  by  adopting  a different  plan,  destroy  the  re- enforcements  and: 
afterward  fight  the  main  body  upon  equal  terms.  To  withdraw  with  < 
out  fighting  at  all,  would  discourage  my  own  troops  and  so  embolderl 
the  enemy  as  to  insure  his  following  me  up.  His  sudden  concentration  1 
of  troops  justified  the  opinion  that  a movement  against  me  was  intended! 
in  any  event.  Influenced  by  these  considerations,  I determined  to  i isM 
an  engagement. 

At  12  p.  m.,  after  replenishing  his  camp-fires,  Parsons  moved  back  t( 
Morrow’s,  Monroe  remaining  in  position  on  the  crest  of  the  mountain 
instructed  to  dismount  and  skirmish  as  infantry  at  daylight,  so  as  t ( ;; 
deceive  the  enemy  and  detain  him  at  Newburg  as  long  as  possible,  and. 
when  he  should  commence  retreating,  to  press  him  vigorously.  Thjl 
trains  Were  ordered  by  a cross  route  to  the  Telegraph  road  and  then  t(! 
Hog-eye,  guarded  by  100  cavalry  and  the  disabled  men  of  the  infantry! 
of  whom  there  was,  unfortunately,  a considerable  number.  These  aiM 
rangements  left  me  for  the  fight  less  than  10,000  men  of  all  arms.  1 

The  order  was  given  to  march  forward  at  3 a.  m.  on  the  7th,  on  tin  t 
Cove  Creek  road  and  its  Maysville  branch  to  the  Cane  Hill  and  Fayi 
etteville  road.  The  command  was  not  in  motion  till  nearly  4 o’clock,  an( 
then  the  route  proved  so  excessively  bad,  and  the  detentions  so  frequen  f 
from  the  breaking  of  artillery  harness  and  debility  of  the  battery  anil 
mals,  that  the  infantry  failed  to  march  above  2 miles  an  hour.  A litttal 
before  sunrise,  Marmaduke  discovered  the  cavalry  of  Herron’s  commam 
moving  on  the  Cane  Hill  and  Fayetteville  road  toward  Newburg..  Mak! 
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his  dispositions  rapidly  and  with  excellent  judgment,  he  attacked 
hem  in  front  and  flank,  routed  them  completely,  killed  and  wounded 
nany,  captured  over  200,  with  the  train  of  a regiment,  and  pursued  the 
ugitives  5 miles  in  the  direction  of  Fayetteville  to  the  lme  of  battle 
ormed  by  Herron’s  infantry.  My  infantry  was  yet  far  in  rear,  but  mov- 
n0,  up  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Wffien  the  head  of  the  column  at  length 
reached  the  Cane  Hill  and  Fayetteville  road,  Parsons’  brigade  was  put 
n position,  facing  toward  Newburg,  to  resist  any  movements  of  the 
3ii emy  from  that  direction,  a regiment  of  cavalry  thrown  toward  that 
place  to  reconnoiter,  and  the  balance  of  the  force  ordered  forward,  with 
instructions  to  attack  the  re-enforcements  at  once ; Marmaduke  in  ad- 
vance, Shoup  next,  then  Frost.  I ^remained  with  Parsons’  brigade, 
hoping  to  get  some  reliable  intelligence  of  the  enemy  at  Newburg.  Be- 
seiving  none,  at  11  a.  m.  I went  forward  about  2 miles  and  overtook  the 
marching  column.  It  was  painful  to  observe  the  exhaustion  of  the  men. 
Thev  had  marched  nearly  15  miles.  None  of  them  had  eaten  since  the 
preceding  day.  The  rations  of  all  had  been  insufficient  for  over  thirty 
days.  Many,  overcome  with  fatigue,  had  been  left  on  the  roadside. 
Brigadier- General  Shoup  met  me,  and  stated  that  Marmaduke  was  fall- 
ing back  before  the  enemy’s  infantry,  which  was  advancing,  and  that  he 
had  therefore  put  his  division  in  position  to  resist  attack.  I found  the 
position  taken  by  General  Shoup  an  exceedingly  strong  one.  It  was 
upon  the  edge  of  a hill,  densely  wooded,  descending  abruptly  to  Craw- 
ford’s Prairie,  half  a mile  in  width,  which  encircled  all  its  northern  half. 
Five  hundred  yards  in  rear  was  another  prairie.  Between  the  two,  on 
the  right  and  left,  a skirt  of  woods  connected  the  timber  of  the  hill  with 
that  beyond.  The  Cane  Hill  and  Fayetteville  road  cuts  the  center  of 
this  hill,  passing  by  Prairie  Grove  Church,  which  is  upon  its  summit. 
A cross-road  from  the  Cane  Hill  and  Fayetteville  to  the  Cove  Creek 
road  passes  also  immediately  by  the  church,  dividing  the  south  prai- 
rie from  the  growth  upon  the  hill.  By  the  time  I had  completed  my 
reconnaissance  of  the  ground,  a regiment  of  Federal  cavalry,  with  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  opened  fire  upon  the  captured  train  and  prisoners,  that 
had  been  ordered  toward  Morrow’s,  and  also  upon  a hospital  established 
by  my  medical  director  for  the  treatment  of  the  wounded  of  the  Federal 
cavalry.  No  loss  ensued,  and  this  force  retired  rapidly  upon  observing 
Parsons’  brigade.  Shortly  after,  dense  columns  of  smoke  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Bhea’s  Mills  and  'between  there  and  Newburg  indicated  that 
Blunt  had  retreated  hastily,  destroying  his  stores,  and  was  moving  to 
unite  with  Herron.  I immediately  ordered  forward  Parsons’  brigade. 
Blunt’s  advance  soon  appeared  on  the  farther  side  of  Crawford’s  Prairie. 
The  interval  of  time  in  which  I might  have  attacked  Herron  was  past. 
Circumstances  did  not  permit  me  to  avail  myselt  of  it,  for  the  manifest 
reason  that  at  the  favorable  moment  the  rear  of  my  column  could  not 
be  where  the  head  of  it  was.  Evidently  the  combined  forces  of  Blunt 
and  Herron  would  speedily  attack  me.  I made  such  arrangements  as 
seemed  best  to  meet  that  contingency.  The  line  of  battle  determined  on 
was  nearly  in  the  form  of  a horseshoe,  conforming  to  the  shape  of  the 
hill.  Only  Shoup’s  division  and  Shelby’s  brigade,  of  Marmaduke’s  divis- 
ion (the  latter  dismounted),  were  at  first  placed  upon  that  line,  filling 
the  center  and  right  opposite  the  line  taken  by  Herron,  which  was  upon 
the  farther  side  of  Crawford’s  Prairie,  on  a bluff  that  rose  up  steeply 
behind  a stream  flowing  into  Illinois  Biver.  Frost’s  division,  to  which 
had  been  added  the  brigade  of  Texans,  with  Clark’s  Missouri  regiment, 
commanded  by  Brigadier- General  Boane,  was  held  in  reserve  to  await 
the  movements  of  Blunt.  MacDonald’s  regiment  of  Missouri  cavalry 
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and  Lane’s  regiment  of  Texas  cavalry  (the  latter  commanded  by  Lieut. ; 
Col.  E.  P.  Crump)  were  held  in  readiness  to  meet  any  attempt  upon  the 
flanks.  About  12  o’clock  the  enemy  opened  with  artillery,  to  which 
ours  began  responding,  but  this  I prohibited. 

At  1 p.  m.,  aided  by  a tremendous  artillery  fire,  the  infantry  of  Her- 1 
ron’s  command  advanced  against  the  position  held  by  Shoup  and  Mar-  1 
maduke.  It  was  permitted  to  approach  within  60  yards,  and  then,  as 
it  charged,  making  gallantly  past  one  of  our  batteries,  and  having  it  a 
moment  in  possession,  Pagan’s  Arkansas  brigade,  part  of  McRae’s  bri- 
gade, and  the  Missourians,  under  Shelby,  delivered  a terrific  fire  from 
their  shot-guns,  rifles,  and  muskets,  and  charged  the  enemy  furiously. 
Hawthorn’s  regiment  of  Arkansians  retook  the  battery.  The  Federalsj 
broke  and  fled.  Our  men  pursued  them  far  into  the  prairie.  The  j 
slaughter  was  great,  the  earth  in  many  places  strewn  with  Federal  j 
wounded  and  dead.  Very  soon  the  attack  was  renewed,  a little  farther 
to  my  right,  with  great  vigor  and  determination.  I ordered  Shaver’s  \ 
Arkansas  brigade,  of  Frost’s  division,  to  the  support  of  General  Shoup. 
The  enemy  was  again  repulsed  with  heavy  loss,  and  retired  in  confusion.  \ 

Blunt  had  now  formed  line  of  battle  2,000  yards  to  the  front  and  left 
of  Shoup,  and  commenced  advancing.  I ordered  Frost’s  division  for- 
ward on  the  left  of  Marmaduke’s.  The  thick  undergrowth  on  that  1 
flank  rendered  it  difficult  to  execute  the  movement,  which  was  further 
embarrassed  by  the  well-directed  and  determined  fire  of  the  enemy’s  bat-  , 
teries.  There  was,  however,  no  confusion.  By  the  time  Frost’s  division  1 
was  in  line,  the  enemy  was  nearly  across  the  prairie,  and  our  skirmishers  ' 
engaged  his  almost  as  soon  as  deployed.  His  attack  was  directed  against  i 
Parsons’  brigade.  It  was  fierce  and  prolonged,  but  ended  in  his  being 
driven  back  in  disorder  with  heavy  losses.  One  of  Marmaduke’s  regi- 
ments and  one  of  Roane’s  (both  Missourians)  shared  the  honor  of  this 
brilliant  achievement.  The  enemy  now  brought  up  all  his  artillery, 
many  pieces  of  which  were  rifled,  and  endeavored  to  shake  our  troops 
by  playing  upon  the  entire  line  for  nearly  an  hour.  Then  he  attacked 
with  all  his  infantry,  at  the  same  time  threatening  the  extreme  left  with 
a heavy  cavalry  force  and  attempting  to  turn  the  right.  MacDonald’s 
Missouri  cavalry  defeated  him  iu  the  last  maneuver.  Lane’s  Texas 
cavalry  and  Koane’s  brigade  deterred  him  from  seriously  assailing  the 
left,  and  Shoup’s  division,  Shelby’s  brigade,  of  Marmaduke’s  division, 
and  Parsons’  and  Shaver’s  brigades,  of  Frost’s  division,  gloriously  re- 
pulsed him  in  his  desperate  attacks  upon  their  lines.  He  again  fled 
beyond  the  prairie,  leaving  his  dead  and  wounded,  and  the  colors  of 
several  of  his  regiments,  in  our  hands,  besides  a number  of  prisoners. 
Some  of  these  were  ascertained  to  be  of  Totten’s  division,  which  had 
arrived  upon  the  field,  still  further  increasing  the  disparity  of  forces. 

In  the  midst  of  this  struggle  information  reached  me  that  a consid- 
erable body  of  Federal  cavalry  was  approaching  Hog-eye,  to  which 
place  I ordered  my  trains.  I directed  the  wagons  retired  on  the  Tele- 
graph road  to  Oliver’s.  This  was  done  without  loss.  A furious  can- 
nonade was  kept  up  by  the  enemy  until  near  sunset;  then  a last  attack 
of  his  infantry  was  directed  against  the  line  held  by  Frost.  This  was  a 
most  determined  effort  to  retrieve  the  fortunes  of  the  day.  It  signally 
failed,  and  the  enemy  paid  dearly  in  killed  and  wounded  for  the  attempt. 
At  dark  the  battle  closed,  leaving  us  masters  of  every  foot  of  the  ground 
on  which  it  was  fought.  t 

Our  loss  in  killed  was  164;  wounded,  817 ; missing,  336.  The  enemy 
left  not  less  than  400  dead  on  the  field,  and  his  wounded  certainly  ex- 
ceeded 1,500.  The  number  of  prisoners  in  our  hands  was  275,  including 
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d officers.  We  also  captured  5 Federal  flags  and  over  500  small-arms, 
with  23  wagons  containing  clothing  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage, 
[nvoices  of  this  property  have  been  forwarded. 

Of  all  the  troops  engaged  on  our  side,  Adams’  Arkansas  regiment 
done  dishonored  itself.  It  was  well  armed,  ably  commanded,  and  sur- 
rounded by  good  soldiers  from  the  same  State,  setting  it  an  example  of 
courage  and  patriotism  ; but,  after  delivering  a single  fire,  the  greater 
>art  of  the  men  broke  ranks,  threw  down  their  arms,  and  shamefully 
led,  many  of  them  even  deserting  to  the  enemy.  The  field  and  staff 
)fficers  who  had  been  appointed  rallied  about  75  around  the  colors,  and 
hese  did  much  to  redeem  the  reputation  of  the  regiment.  With  but 
ew  exceptions,  the  company  officers  exerted  no  influence.  The  other 
roops  displayed  the  greatest  courage,  constancy,  and  enthusiasm, 
[here  was  no  place  of  shelter  upon  any  portion  of  the  field.  Wounds 
vere  given  and  deaths  inflicted  by  the  enemy’s  artillery  in  the  ranks  of 
he  reserves  as  well  as  in  the  front  rank.  During  five  hours,  shell,  solid 
‘hot,  grape  and  canister,  and  storms  of  bullets  swept  the  entire  ground. 
Many  gallant  officers,  and  many  soldiers  equally  brave,  fell  dead  or 
vounded,  but  their  comrades  stood  as  firm  as  iron.  Volunteers  main- 
ained  their  reputation.  Conscripts  rose  at  once  to  the  same  standard, 
ind  splendidly  refuted  the  slanders  put  upon  them  by  the  class  of  ex- 
imp ts. 

Generals  Frost,  Shoup,  and  Marmaduke,  commanding  divisions;  Gen- 
erals Boane,  Fagan,  Parsons,  and  McBae,  and  Colonels  Shaver  and 
ffielby,  commanding  brigades,,  did  their  duty  nobly.  I strongly  com- 
oend  them  to  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  the  department, 
xenerals  Shoup  and  Marmaduke  do  not  appear  to  have  been  confirmed 
»s  brigadiers.  They  fully  merit  the  honor.  Had  the  authorities,  whose 
onseut  is  requisite,  been  present  at  Prairie  Grove  or  at  Shiloh,  where 
hese  gallant  officers  equally  distinguished  themselves,  the  act  of  con- 
irmation  could  not  be  delayed.  The  reports  of  the  division  command- 
os and  their  subordinates  are  forwarded  herewith.  Especial  attention 
3 invited  to  them.  They  embody  many  valuable  details  and  specify 
□stances  of  courage  and  good  conduct  on  the  part  of  field,  staff,  and 
ompany  officers  and  enlisted  men  which  I will  not  be  expected  other- 
rise  to  mention  here. 

1 had  with  me  the  following  staff : Col.  B.  C.  Newton,  chief  of  staff; 
laj.  J.  P.  Wilson,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Lieut.  S.  B.  Beardon, 
ide-de-camp;  Lieut.  B.  W.  Lee,  aide-de-camp,  acting  chief  of  ordnance; 
lol.  D.  Provence,  acting  chief  of  artillery;  Col.  A.  S.  Dobbin  and  Maj. 
k C.  Boudinot,  volunteer  aides-de-camp ; Surg.  J.  M.  Keller,  medical 
iirector.  All  of  them  were  constantly  under  fire.  They  displayed  great 
oolness  and  disregard  of  danger  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  ^This 
ras  the  second  bloody  battle  in  which  Colonel  Newton  and  Major  Wil- 
on  served  on  my  staff.  In  both  they  evinced  the  same  high  qualities, 
-he  confirmation  of  their  rank  has  been  fairly  won  at  Shiloh  and  at 
hairie  Grove.  I present  this  subject  specially  to  the  department  com- 
mander, with  the  case  also  of  Lieutenant  [McK.  A.]  Hammett,  all  being 
f the  number  of  assignments  made  by  me  while  commanding  the  Trans* 
Mississippi  District. 

Considering  the  strength  of  my  command,  as  compared  with  the 
nemy  ; considering  that  my  men  were  destitute  of  food,  their  wagons 
0 miles  in  rear,  and  not  to  be  brought  forward  without  imminent  dan- 
er  of  being  lost;  that  my  small  supply  of  ammunition  was  reduced  far 
elow  what  would  be  necessary  for  another  day’s  fighting,  and  that  my 
attery  animals  were  literally  dying  of  starvation,  and  could  not  be  for- 
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aged  in  the  presence  of  a superior  force  of  the  enemy,  I determined  to 
retire,  and  gave  the  necessary  orders  for  that  purpose.  Cavalry  was: 
extended  along  both  sides  of  the  Cove  Creek  road,  distant  2 or  3 miles* 
from  it,  from  near  Prairie  Grove  to  the  mountains,  and  scouts  were- 
thrown  upon  all  routes  leading  toward  the  enemy’s  position.  The  pris- 
oners and  captured  property  were  removed.  At  12  o’clock  the  rear 
guard  of  the  infantry  had  passed  out  of  hearing.  I remained  with 
Marmaduke’s  cavalry  on  the  field,  occupying  the  line  held  at  dark, 
caring  for  our  wounded  and  dead,  and  collecting  the  arms  which  the 
enemy  had  abandoned  in  his  frequent  flights  before  our  men. 

A Federal  officer,  under  flag,  brought  the  following  letter : 

Headquarters  Federal  Forces, 

On  the  Field,  December  7,  1862.  | 

Commanding  Officer,  Confederate  Forces : 

General:  The  hearer,  Dr  Parker,  visits  your  lines  with  flag  of  truce  for  the  pur-ij 
pose  of  caring  for  my  wounded. 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding.  | 

The  bearer  of  the  flag  indicated  twelve  hours  from  sunrise  next  day ij 
as  the  desired  period  of  truce.  To  this  I acceded,  detaining  the  Federal  j 
officer,  and  notifying  General  Blunt  immediately  of  the  fact.  Beceiving  . 
no  written  reply,  and  the  bearer  of  my  first  note  not  returning,  I again 
gave  him  the  same  information.  He  replied  as  follows  : 

Headquarters  Federal  Forces, 

In  the  Field,  December  8, 1862  — 6 a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  T.  C.  Hindman, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forces : 

I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  second  note,  under  flag  of  truce,  and  express 
to  you  ray  regards  for  the  privilege  granted  of  entering  your  lines  to  care  for  my 
wounded,  which  is  in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  civilized  warfare.  Instead  of  re- 
turning a written  reply,  as,  perhaps,  I should  have  done,  I sent  an  unarmed  party  with 
ambulances,  accompanied  by  commissioned  officers,  to  meet  General  Marmaduke,  and 
to  be  by  him  conducted  within  your  lines. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding.  | 

General  Blunt’s  officer  had  submitted  a proposition,  as  by  authority, 
that  surgeons,  hospital  nurses,  and  attendants  on  the  sick  and  wounded, 
should  not  in  any  causes  be  regarded  as  prisoners,  but  released  uncon-J 
ditionally.  This  was  not  in  such  shape  as  to  be  conclusive.  I there- 
fore requested  that  General  Blunt  should  meet  me  personally  next  day.! 
He  assented,  and  we  met  about  10  a.  m.  on  the  8th.  The  result  of  the 
conference  was  the  adoption  of  the  proposition  before  referred  to,  with 
the  additional  stipulation  that  ambulances  and  hospital  trains,  medi- 
cines, and  medical  and  hospital  stores  should  be  exempt  from  capture. 

About  12  m.  I withdrew  Marmaduke’s  command,  and  overtook  the! 
infantry  that  night  at  Morrow’s.  The  return  to  our  former  camp  was 
attended  with  no  incident  worthy  to  be  reported.  After  a battle  the 
mind  naturally  passes  in  review  all  the  circumstances  connected  with 
it.  I hope  the  expression  here  of  such  reflections  as  now  present  them- 
selves to  me  will  not  be  deemed  improper.  Undoubtedly  there  are  serij 
ous  defects  in  our  military  system.  Chief  among  these  is  the  rule  of 
electing  to  the  lowest  commissioned  office  and  promoting  to  those  above 
in  companies  and  regiments.  It  combines  mobocracy  and  primogeni- 
ture in  such  proportions  that  it  seems  almost  a miracle  that  anything  of 
discipline  or  efficiency  survives.  As  a substitute,  I would  propose  this,! 
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that  whenever  a vacancy  does  occur  in  a company  or  regiment,  an  ex- 
amining board  of  three  capable  officers  be  appointed  by  the  division  or 
corps  commanders ; that,  without  regard  to  rank  or  restriction  to  the 
command,  all  persons  desiring  the  vacant  place  be  invited  to  appear  be- 
fore the  board  within  a given  time  to  be  examined  as  to  character  and 
qualification,  and  that  the  board  recommend  and  the  division  or  corps 
commander  immediately  assign  to  duty  the  one  found  best  qualified 
and  most  meritorious,  conditioned  that  he  shall  not  draw  pay  till  the 
assignment  be  approved  by  the  War  Department.  As  auxiliary  to  this, 
division  or  corps  commanders  should  be  authorized  to  order -before  a 
similar  board  any  regimental  or  company  officer  deemed  incapable,  neg- 
lectful, or  otherwise  unfit,  and,  on  the  report  of  the  board  against  him, 
to  suspend  him  from  duty  and  cause  the  place  to  be  immediately  filled, 
as  in  the  case  of  any  other  vacancy,  and  on  the  approval  of  the  proceed- 
ings by  the  War  Department.  The  delinquent  officer  should  invariably 
be  put  in  the  ranks  as  a private  soldier.  I would  apply  these  provis- 
ions to  all  the  staff*  officers  of  corps,  divisions,  brigades,  and  regiments, 
with  the  further  regulation  that  persons  assigned  to  staff  duty,  where 
bond  is  required  by  law,  may  execute  the  same  before  the  commander 
of  the  division  or  corps.  Great  delays  and  detriment  to  the  service 
result  from  the  existing  arrangements  as  to  that  matter. 

Next  in  importance  is  the  subject  of  the  pay  of  the  troops.  Poor 
men  almost  invariably  make  up  our  armies.  Their  wives  and  children, 
left  without  protection,  are  exposed  to  absolute  suffering  unless  the 
men  are  regularly  and  adequately  paid.  No  troops  that  I have  known 
during  the  war  have  been  paid  with  anything  like  promptness.  Im- 
mense arrearages  are  now  due  the  men  of  this  corps.  Their  families 
are  in  great  suffering.  The  consequence  is  that  very  many  desertions 
have  occurred.  If  arrearages  could  be  at  once  discharged,  the  evil 
would  be  checked.  If  the  pay  of  the  soldier  was  not  only  promptly 
given  him,  but  made  sufficient  in  amount  to  support  his  family  as  it 
should  be,  desertions  would  be  unknown.  This  subject  involves  the 
fate  of  the  Confederacy.  Notions  of  false  economy  ought  to  be  dis- 
carded in  considering  it.  The  conscript  act  ought  to  be  revised.  Every 
man  between  sixteen  and  sixty,  who  is  able  to  serve  the  Confederacy 
in  the  army,  whether  in  the  ranks  or  as  an  artisan  or  mechanic,  laborer, 
teamster,  cook,  hospital  attendant,  or  in  any  other  capacity,  ought  to 
be  put  in  service  without  regard  to  avocation  or  other  plea.  There 
ought  to  be  no  exemption  whatever,  except  in  the  case  of  absolute  and 
permanent  physical  disability.  If  by  this  means  more  soldiers  are 
raised  than  necessary,  it  would  be  a very  just  and  humane  policy  to 
grant  furloughs  to  the  old  soldiers  and  put  the  young  conscripts  in  their 
places.  If  the  men  out  of  the  army  are  “the  people,”  these  ideas  may 
fail  of  popular  approval.  That,  however,  in  no  way  affects  their  merits. 

Under  the  same  supposition,  the  last  suggestion  I have  to  make  will 
be  still  more  decidedly  unpopular.  It  will  be  odious  in  the  eyes  of  spec- 
ulators, extortioners,  refusers  of  Confederate  money,  evaders  of  con- 
scription, deserters,  harborers  of  deserters,  spies,  marauders,  federalists, 
and  that  less  respectable  class  who  regard  these  others  as  the  people, 
and  pander  to  them  for  their  votes.  The  obnoxious  suggestion  is,  a 
vigorous  and  determined  system  of  martial  law,  covering  all  classes  of 
evil-doers  mentioned  above,  and  compelling  them,  by  stern  and  swift 
punishment,  either  to  leave  the  Confederacy  or  to  bear  their  due  i)art 
of  the  burdens  of  the  war.  Without  martial  law,  loyal  citizens  and  the 
fighting  soldiers  of  the  country,  their  wives  and  children,  are  literally 
the  prey  of  the  basest  of  the  population.  The  civil  laws,  State  organ - 
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izations,  rights  on  paper,  and  penalties  on  statute-books,  are  inert  and 
powerless  to  help  them.  A living,  active,  fearless  assertion  and  enforce- 
ment of  martial  law  alone  can  do  it.  If  much  longer  delayed,  that  rem- 
edy itself  will  come  too  late. 

Respectfully, 

T.  G.  HINDMAN, 

Major-  General , Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  December  24,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  T.  0.  Hindman, 

Comdg.  First  Corps,  Trans-Mississippi  Army,  in  the  Field  : 
General  : I have  the  pleasure  of  acknowledging  the  receipt,  at  the 
hands  of  Lieutenant  Hammett,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  of 
your  corps,  of  the  three  stand  of  colors  captured  by  your  army  from 
the  enemy  at  Prairie  Grove  Church  on  the  7th  instant. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  37. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Marmaduke,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Fourth  Division,  including  preliminary  skirmishes. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Trans-Mississippi  Army, 

Clarksville,  Ark.,  December  16, 1862. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  herewith  the  part  taken  by  my 
division  in  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove  and  the  skirmishes  preceding. 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  Major-General  Hindman,  I moved 
my  division  early  Wednesday  morning,  December  3,  from  Dripping 
Springs  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  at  Cane  Hill,  as  follows : Carroll’s 
brigade — reduced  to  about  500  effective  men — under  the  command  of 
Colonel  [J.  C.]  Monroe,  on  the  Line  road;  Shelby’s  brigade,  under  Colonel 
Shelby— about  1,100  effective  men — beyond  Oliver’s,  on  the  Cove  Creek 
road ; [Emmett]  MacDonald,  with  his  brigade — about  7 00  effective  men — 
to  Oliver’s,  on  the  Wire  road,  each  guarding  with  strong  pickets  and 
scouts  all  approaches  from  the  northward. 

On  Thursday,  the  several  brigades  moved  forward  a few  miles  on  the 
roads  named. 

On  Friday  [5th  instant],  Monroe’s  command  marched  across  and 
formed  junction  with  Shelby  on  the  Cove  Creek  road,  some  10  miles 
above  Oliver’s.  MacDonald" pressed  forward  some  10  miles  on  the  Wire 
road;  Shelby  on  the  Cove  Creek  road.  The  two  latter  brigades  en- 
gaged the  enemy’s  pickets  to-day  and  drove  them  back. 

Friday  night,  Shelby’s  advance  met  the  Federal  pickets  in  strong  force 
near  Morrow’s. 

Early  Saturday  morning  [6th  instant],  before  daylight,  he  dismounted 
his  brigade,  and  with  skill  and  vigor  rapidly  drove  them  back  and  be- 
yond the  crest  of  Boston  Mountains.  The  enemy  made  a stubborn  resist- 
ance, but  were  compelled  to  retire  to  within  2 miles  of  their  main  force. 

During  Friday  night,  MacDonald’s  command  was  withdawn  to  form 
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junction  with  the  main  cavalry  force  on  the  Cove  Creek  road,  leaving, 
however,  a strong  picket  (100  men)  to  watch  the  Wire  road. 

On  Saturday  morning,  Shelby,  relieved  by  an  infantry  command,  was 
withdrawn  from  the  front  to  cook  and  rest. 

About  2 p.  m.  Saturday,  it  being  reported  that  the  Federals  were  re- 
treating from  Cane  Hill,  I received  orders  from  the  major-general  com- 
manding to  press  the  enemy  vigorously  on  the  Cane  Hill  road,  and  to 
move  forward  rapidly  on  the  Cove  Creek  road  to  cut  off  the  enemy’s  re- 
treat. Monroe  moved  rapidly  forward  on  the  Cane  Hill  road,  engaged, 
charged,  and  drove  back  a superior  force  of  the  enemy,  and  continued  to 
drive  them  until  he  received  orders  from  me  to  cease  advancing,  to  picket, 
and  watch  all  approaches  in  that  direction. 

The  conduct  of  Colonel  Monroe,  who  charged  at  the  head  of  this  bri- 
gade, and  of  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command  in  this  affair,  was 
gallant  in  the  extreme. 

Shelby  and  MacDonald  pressed  forward  on  the  Cove  Creek  road  until 
orders  were  received  to  halt. 

The  brigades  bivouacked  in  their  present  positions  until  3 p.  m.  Sun- 
day morning,  when,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I ordered  Monroe  to  threaten 
and  press  the  enemy  vigorously  on  the  Cane  Hill  road,  while  Shelby 
and  MacDonald  were  moved  forward  on  the  Cove  Creek  road  to  its  inter- 
section with  the  Fayetteville  and  Cane  Hill  road,  where  the  advance  of 
Shelby  arrived  about  daylight.  Here  X learned  that,  re-enforcements, 
under  General  Herron,  from  Springfield,  Mo.,  were  some  half  mile  off  in 
the  direction  of  Fayetteville,  moving  toward  Cane  Hill.  I ordered 
Shelby  to  dismount  a part  of  his  brigade,  and,  wTith  the  artillery  under 
Bledsoe,  to  hold  the  road- — to  resist  the  enemy  coming  from  either  direc- 
tion— and  with  the  remainder  of  his  force  to  move  up  the  Fayetteville 
road  and  attack  the  re-enforcements.  At  the  same  time  X ordered  Mac- 
Donald, with  his  whole  command,  to  move  rapidly  and  strike  the  enemy 
in  flank  and  rear.  Promptly,  vigorously,  skillfully,  and*  successfully 
were  these  commands  executed.  The  Federal  cavalry  were  charged  and 
routed  wherever  found.  They  fled  panic-stricken,  and  were  pursued 
some  5 miles  up  to  the  Federal  infantry,  formed  in  line  of  battle  some 
5 or  6 miles  from  Fayetteville. 

Xn  the  charge  some  50  or  60  Federals  were  killed,  about  300  were 
taken  prisoners,  among  them  several  officers  ; a number  of  horses  and 
cavalry  equipments,  small-arms,  and  several  wagons  loaded  with  cloth- 
ing and  camp  equipage  were  captured.  As  soon  as  the  head  of  the  in- 
fantry column  came  up,  I ordered  the  cavalry  held  in  reserve  to  mount ; 
Colonel  [G.  W.]  Thompson’s  regiment  to  march  toward  Cane  Hill  to  deter- 
mine the  enemy’s  movements  in  that  direction ; the  remainder  to  move 
in  the  direction  of  Fayetteville,  to  join  the  main  cavalry  force,  which  I 
had  ordered  to  be  reformed  after  the  long  and  desperate  charge  and  pur- 
suit, and  to  await  further  orders.  X now  received  orders  from  General 
Hindman  in  person  to  move  against  the  Federal  re-enforcements.  I 
ordered  Shelby’s  brigade  forward.  After  crossing  the  Illinois  Biver 
and  advancing  about  1 J miles,  I found  the  enemy  in  position  and  in 
force — infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry.  The  enemy  opened  upon  Shelby 
with  artillery,  and  soon  began  to  advance.  I ordered  him  to  retire 
upon  the  infantry,  which  I found  posted  upon  a high  and  commanding 
hill.  Shelby’s  brigade,  after  falling  back  deliberately  under  fire  to 
the  infantry,  were  dismounted,  and,  under  a murderous  fire  of  shot, 
shell,  and  small-arms,  fought  as  infantry  during  the  rest  of  the  battle, 
gallantly  holding  the  center  of  the  line  of  battle.  As  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced upon  Shelby,  I ordered  MacDonald  to  retire  around  to  the  foot 
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of  the  hill,  and  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy  from  the  north  and 
west.  Subsequently,  finding  the  enemy  attempting  to  turn  our  right 
flank,  I ordered  MacDonald  to  move  his  command  to  the  extreme  right, 
to  dismount  his  men,  and  repel  any  attack  in  that  direction.  It  was 
gallantly  done. 

Monroe,  in  obedience  to  orders,  attacked  the  enemy  at  daylight  on 
Sunday  morning,  and,  by  his  daring  and  skill,  kept  the  enemy  in  the 
belief,  until  10  a.  m.,  that  the  attack  was  to  be  made  in  that  direction. 
Upon  the  enemy  retreating,  he  pursued  and  formed  a junction  with  the 
main  force  about  sunset  on  the  battle-field.  From  early  morn  until  night 
the  brave  men  of  my  division  (on  horse  and  afoot)  fought  the  foe,  and 
were  everywhere  victorious.  The  serried  columns  of  Federals  again  and 
again  came  forward  to  meet  their  fate — death  or  defeat,  Never  did  they 
gain  one  inch  of  ground  nor  even  partial  success.  All  orders  were 
promptly  and  properly  obeyed,  and  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and 
men  was  chivalrous,  and  deserves  the  highest  commendation.  I must 
specially  mention  the  skill  and  daring  of  Colonels  Shelby,  Monroe,  and 
MacDonald,  each  commanding  brigade.  Shelby  was  wherever  duty 
and  danger  called  him,  and  rendered  most  distinguished  service. 

For  a more  detailed  report  of  the  conduct  of  the  several  brigades  and 
regiments  and  of  the  brave  officers  and  men  under  my  command,  I re- 
spectfully refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  brigade  commanders,  inclosed 
herewith. 

The  following  officers  of  my  staff  were  with  me  during  the  engage- 
ment: Captain  [E.  G.]  Williams,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Captain 
[Henry]  Ewing,  inspector-general;  Major  [B.  H.]  Smith,  division  quar- 
lermaster;  Dr.  [C.]  Peyton,  chief  surgeon,  and  Colonel  [A.  W.]  Slay- 
back,  division  ordnance  officer.  I desire  to  bring  them  to  your  notice 
for  the  prompt  and  perfect  execution  of  all  their  duties  and  my  orders, 
their  daring  and  efficiency  under  every  danger.  Major  Smith  and  Colo- 
nel Slayback  were  particularly  exposed  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties, 
and  participated  in  the  gallant  charges  and  encouraged  others  to  deeds 
of  coolness  and  courage.  I beg  also  to  bring  to  your  favorable  notice 
Mr.  C.  O.  Bell  and  my  two  orderlies,  Stafford  and  Cook,  who  were  with 
me  during  the  engagement. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  S.  MAEMADUKE, 
Brigadier - General , Commanding. 

Col.  E.  C.  Newton, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General  and  Chief  of  Staff . 


No.  38. 

Deport  of  Col.  Joseph  0.  Shelby , Missouri  Cavalry  ( Confederate ),  com- 
manding Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry  Brigade , including  preliminary 
skirmishes. 

Camp  below  Van  Buren,  Ark., 

December  11,  1862. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  part  taken 
by  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  and  also  the  skirmishes 
preceding  it,  as  required  by  you  in  a previous  order: 

On  the  morning  of  December  5,  my  advance,  consisting  of  Company 
F,  commanded  by  Captain  Bathbun,  First  Begiment,  met  a largely 
superior  force  of  the  enemy,  and,  after  a sharp  little  fight,  drove  him  back 
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in  great  confusion.  I then  strengthened  .my  advance,  took  other  pre- 
cautions against  the  increasing  danger  (for  we  were  nearing  the  enemy’s 
lines),  and  moved  northward  again  slowly  but  surely. 

When  your  order  was  received  to  cut  off,  if  possible,  the  enemy’s 
pickets,  I immediately  ordered  Major  [B.]  Elliott’s  battalion  of  scouts  to 
make  a forced  march  across  the  mountains  for  that  purpose ; but,  owing 
to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  the  rugged  and  almost  impassable  road, 
and  the  ignorance  of  the  guide,  the  expedition  failed  in  its  essential 
points. 

During  the  day  of  the  5th,  a large  scout,  well  acquainted  with  both 
country  and  roads,  made  a close  swoop  almost  to  our  camp,  but’  imme- 
diately sending  forward  Colonel  [Beal  G.]  Jeans  in  command  of  the 
Second  Eegiment,  they  took  the  road  at  a gallop,  nor  ceased  pursuit 
until  the  enemy  was  driven  some  10  miles  in  a running  fight. 

During  this  engagement  I had  the  First  Eegiment,  Lieutenant- Colonel 
[B.  F.]  Gordon,  and  the  Third,  Colonel  [G.  W.]  Thompson,  dismounted 
and  formed  as  support  to  Bledsoe’s  battery,  now  in  position,  with  lighted 
port-fires  and  eager  gunners,  keen  for  the  fray  that  grew  fainter  and 
fainter  as  Colonel  Jeans  pushed  them  hard  and  heavily,  until  the  grand 
old  mountains  gave  no  murmur  back,  and  all  was  silent,  cold,  and  still. 

Early,  very  early,  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  I had  my  brigade  under 
arms,  and  sending  forward  three  companies  as  my  advance,  with  the 
other  three  regiments  dismounted  and  close  up,  I drove  in  the  enemy’s 
pickets  with  great  rapidity  and  execution,  although  he  made  three  dif- 
ferent stands  and  fought  me  three  times.  This  advance  of  three  com- 
panies was  under  the  charge  of  Major  [M.  W.]  Smith,  who,  by  his  prompt 
deploying  of  skirmishers,  his  quiet  self  possession,  and  his  determined 
coolness,  evinced  much  bravery  and  skill.  The  men  were  this  morning 
keen  for  a fight,  and  went  furiously  up  the  steep  and  rugged  mountain 
at  a double-quick  for  miles.  After  being  relieved  by  a regiment  of  in- 
fantry, I returned  with  my  brigade  to  camp,  where  three  days’  rations 
were  cooked,  some  little  sleep  obtained  by  the  men,  and  again  we  were 
marching  northward. 

After  encamping,  and  upon  learning  the  near  proximity  of  the  en 
emy,  I doubled  my  guards,  threw  out  infantry  skirmishers  iu  every 
direction,  under  the  charge  of  trusty  officers,  and  lay  down  with  the 
conscious  satisfaction  that  neither  Federal,  Kansas  jayhawker,  nor  Pin 
Indian  could  surprise  us,  and  if  they  came  they  would  meet  with  a 
bloody  and  hospitable  welcome,  for  I had  ordered  my  entire  brigade 
upon  the  slightest  alarm  to  form  rapidly  as  infantry  and  to  sleep  upon 
loaded  arms. 

Upon  the  eventful  morning  of  the  7th,  long  before  the  full  round  moon 
had  died  in  the  lap  of  the  dawn;  long  before  the  watching  stars  had 
grown  dim  with  age,  my  brigade  was  saddled,  formed,  and  their  steeds 
champing  frosted  bits  in  the  cold,  keen  air  of  a December  morning, 
ready  and  eager  for  the  march.  After  advancing  rapidly  and  without 
intermission  for  several  hours,  I struck  their  trail,  hot  with  the  passage 
of  many  feet,  reeking  with  the  foot-priuts  of  the  invader.  It  needed  no 
command  now  to  close  up.  There  was  no  lagging,  no  break  in  serried 
ranks,  no  straggling  from  the  line,  but  each  man  grasped  his  gun  with 
the  strong,  firm  grasp  and  the  strange,  wild  looks  of  heroes  and  born 
invincibles.  After  riding  hard  for  about  an  hour,  my  advance  came  full 
Upon  the  foe,  and,  with  the  mad,  fierce  whoop  of  men  w ho  have  wTrongs 
to  right  and  blood  to  avenge,  they  dashed  on  and  away  at  the  pas  de 
charge.  Eapidly  and  in  splendid  style  Colonel  Jeans,  by  my  command, 
rushed  on  to  follow  up  the  attack,  while  Colonels  Thompson’s  and  Gor- 
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don’s  regiments  were  dismounted  and  formed  in  the  dry  bed  of  acreeij 
and  so  stationed  that  they  could  resist  an  attack  either  from  the  east 
west.  With  these  two  regiments  was  one  piece  of  Bledsoe’s  two-gu 
battery;  the  other  I had  sent  thundering  down  the  road  to  suppoj 
Colonel  Jeans.  With  the  Second  Begiment  of  my  brigade  I also  thre] 
forward  Captain  Quantrill’s  company,  under  First  Lieutenant  Gregg,  anj 
Major  [B.]  Elliott’s  battalion  of  scouts,  who,  joining  in  the  wild  hallo;] 
pressed  forward  eagerly  and  fiercely,  driving  the  frightened  Federal] 
before  them  like  chaff  before  the  winds  of  heaven.  Still  the  rout  coij 
tinuqs. 

Tramp,  tramp,  along  the  land  they  ride, 

Splash,  splash,  along  the  lea; 

The  scourge  is  red,  the  spur  drops  blood, 

The  flashing  pebbles  flee ! 

The  fight  grows  intensely  interesting,  and  my  men,  feeling  the  insp 
ration  of  the  scene,  dash  on  and  on,  taking  prisoners,  capturing  gun;, 
colors,  horses,  mules,  and  every  form  and  variety  of  clothing,  left  in  tti 
desperate  flight  of  the  terror- [stricken]  enemy.  It  was  only  when  1 
deemed  further  pursuit  not  only  imprudent,  but  highly  dangerous,  that; 
I called  off  my  troops  and  proceeded  to  avail  myself  of  the  now  substai 
tial  fruits  of  the  victory,  bought  with  but  scarcely  any  effusion  of  blooc] 
At  this  time  Lieutenant  [J.  E.]  Corder,  with  20  men,  whom  I had  lei; 
on  picket  when  I turned  from  the  main  Fayetteville  road,  came  up  for 
orders,  he  having  been  driven  from  his  position  there  by  a largely  supt 
rior  force.  I ordered  him  to  improvise  his  men  as  teamsters  and  driv 
the  captured  train  rapidly  to  the  rear,  which  they  did,  and  did  safely.  I 
In  this  brilliant  and  dashing  charge,  Lieutenant  Gregg  and  cornpan 
sustained  their  high  renown  for  chivalric  courage  and  daring,  capturing, 
among  many  other  articles,  three  standards,  one  of  them  regimental.  | 
Major  Elliott,  with  his  bold  scouts,  did  good  work,  and  it  was  whil 
leading  a headlong  charge,  five  lengths  ahead  of  his  best  and  bravest 
that  his  horse  fell  with  his  gallant  rider,  injuring  him  quite  severely 
though  not  fatally. 

The  three  companies  of  my  advance  in  this  fight  were  commanded  b 
Major  [David]  Shanks,  which  were  followed  by  three  more,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Charles  A.]  Gilkey,  within  easy  supporting  dis- 
tance. When  the  enemy  were  first  found  he  was  in  line.  The  charge  wa- 
ordered,  and  Colonel  Jeans,  Major  Elliott,  and  Lieutenant  Gregg  rushe»| 
their  commands  straight  at  the  foe.  They  broke  and  fled  precipitately 
followed  by  the  three  commands  furiously  to  miles  beyond  Illinoi 
Creek,  where,  drawn  up  in  line  to  dispute  further  progress,  was  a regimen 
of  Federal  cavalry.  This  was  hotly  charged,  broken,  routed,  and  Majo 
[J.  M.]  Hubbard,  the  arch  fiend  of  many  a midnight  foray  and  murdei 
was  taken  prisoner.  When  I found  that  large  masses  of  Federal  infan  tr; 
were  marching  up  to  support  their  cavalry,  I fell  back  with  this  com 
mand  to  the  position  first  occupied  by  me.  Again  advanced  to  withii 
sight,  formed  and  sent  out  skirmishers  all  along  my  front  and  flanks 
holding  this  position  until  ordered  by  you  to  fall  back,  which  I did,  r€ 
tiring  under  fire.  In  the  final  dispositions  of  the  day,  I formed  the  Firs 
Begiment  on  the  extreme  right  and  the  Second  Begiment  on  the  left,  botl 
covering  batteries,  and  both  within  supporting  distance  of  each  othei 
the  Third  Begiment  having  previously  been  sent  to  ascertain  the  posij 
tion  of  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of  Cane  Hill,  which  they  did,  meeting 
their  pickets,  engaging  them,  and,  after  a sharp  little  fight,  driving  then 
back.  They  held  their  position  thus  gained  until  ordered  to  return  an< 
cover  the  rear  of  General  Parsons.  Captain  Quantrill’s  company,  com! 
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manded  by  First  Lieutenant  Gregg,  was  assigned  to  Colonel  Gordon, 
who  had  now  divided  his  regiment,  leaving  four  on  the  right,  under 
Major  [George  XL]  Kirtley,  leading  the  other  four  on  the  left,  in  person, 
in  conjunction  with  Colonel  Jeans,  of  the  Second  Regiment,  and  Major 
Elliott,  of  the  scouts.  The  Third  Regiment,  Colonel  Thompson,  after 
returning  from  its  successful  reconnaissance,  was  ordered  to  the  front, 
on  the  left  of  Bledsoe’s  battery,  dismounted.  The  battle  now  began 
with  terrific  fury.  All  along  the  lines  the  near  fire  of  the  infantry  rose, 
crash  upon  crash,  the  dense  smoke  filling  the  air  and  the  wild  powder 
gloom  getting  darker  and  darker.  This  terrible  fire  soon  rippled  out 
in  one  vast,  mighty  wave  of  bullets,  that  circled  and  roared  like  a storm 
at  sea,  varied  incessantly  by  the  thunder  of  impatient  cannon  and  the 
yell  of  exultant  and  furious  combatants.  On  the  right,  four  regiments 
of  Federal  infantry  formed  in  the  open  field,  and  came  up  in  splendid 
order,  with  flaunting  banners  and  waving  pennons,  the  light  of  battle 
on  their  faces  and  their  steps  proud  with  the  thoughts  of  an  easy  vic- 
tory. My  skirmishers  were  steadily  driven  in,  and  down  to  meet  them 
like  an  avalanche  our  own  infantry  swept.  They  met,  the  shock  was 
terrible,  but,  broken  and  rent,  our  boys  drove  them  back  and  followed 
at  the  charge.  Again  and  again  they  returned  to  the  fight,  and  again 
and  again  were  they  repulsed  with  great  slaughter.  . The  four  compa- 
nies under  Major  Kirtley  were  now  ordered  to  dismount  and  join  the 
mad  melee.  It  was  done,  and  they  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  and  eyes 
to  the  front.  Row  the  enemy,  gathering  all  his  remaining  strength, 
came  back  again  with  unbroken  front  and  steady  step.  This  conflict 
was  intensely  hot.  Our  men  drove  them  from  the  woods,  drove  them 
across  the  opening  directly  in  our  front,  and  even  drove  them  beyond 
their  batteries,  causing  them  to  limber  up  and  change  position.  In  this 
charge  Major  Kirtley  led  the  four  companies  detached  from  the  First 
Regiment  with  much  skill  and  coolness.  On  the  left,  the  remainder  of  my 
brigade  was  attacked  by  a largely  superior  force  of  cavalry  and  artil- 
lery with  much  vigor  and  determination.  They  fought  them  as  cavalry, 
and  drove  them  back  with  heavy  loss,  although  I had  not  a single  piece 
of  artillery  to  cover  my  attack  or  meet  the  batteries  of  the  enemy. 

During  all  the  day  I had  noticed  the  terrible  efficiency  of  the  enemy’s 
batteries,  and  saw  that  they  were  handled  with  remarkable  skill  and 
effect,  and  thinking  it  prudent — nay,  absolutely  necessary — to  change 
the  position  of  some  of  our  guns,  I ordered  Captain  Bledsoe  to  bring  his 
battery  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  in  the  center,  and  draw  their  fire,  while 
the  other  guns  could  be  removed  without  any  unnecessary  exposure. 
This  move  was  executed  by  Bledsoe  in  keeping  with  his  hitherto  high 
reputation,  and  once  more,  with  gathered  strength,  our  batteries  opened 
on  the  foe.  Row,  on  the  left  of  Captain  Bledsoe’s  battery,  the  Third 
Regiment  was  formed,  dismounted,  and  never  did  men  stand  a more 
terrible  and  well-directed  fire,  and  that,  too,  without  flinching  or  giving 
back  an  inch . When  the  final  struggle  came,  when  General  Parsons  met 
the  shock  of  Blunt’s  entire  command,  this  regiment  formed  with  him,  and 
fought  with  great  effect  and  intrepidity,  for  the  dead  and  wounded  Fed- 
erals,  lying  stretched  out  in  their  gory  beds,  u thick  as  autumnal  leaves 
in  Vallombrosa,”  can  welf  attest  the  fury  and  courage  with  which  the 
Missourians  [fought]  shoulder  to  shoulder  and  side  by  side.  Colonel 
Thompson,  Lieutenant-Colonel  [John  C.]  Hooper,  Major  Smith,  the  cap- 
tain of  each  respective  company,  were  amid  their  men,  and  did  great 
good  by  their  true  and  heroic  bearing.  Row  the  combat  thickens  all 
along  the  lines,  and  death,  with  its  black  banner  on  the  breeze,  nerves 
each  heart  and  cheers  them  on  to  the  rough,  red  fray.  Bledsoe  was  there 
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amid  liis  guns,  all  dirt  begrimed  and  powder-blackened,  plying  his 
lurid  torch  where  balls  would  send  or  powder  search,  and  never  once 
during  that  long,  hot  day  were  they  silent,  except  when  going  nearer 
and  nearer  to  the  foe.  Colonel  Jeans,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gordon,  and 
Lieutenant  Gregg  were  also  on  the  left,  where  the  fire  was  getting  hotter 
and  hotter,  and  with  the  pilot’s  weary  eyes  steered  their  commands  safely 
through  the  breakers,  white  with  the  fire  of  deadly  cannon,  and  painted 
with  all  the  dread  and  gloom  of  ghastly  war.  On  the  right,  that  part 
of  my  command  under  Major  Kirtley  had  returned  from  a successful 
charge,  under  your  immediate  eye,  and  when  the  dark  and  weird  shad- 
ows of  night  had  closed  over  earth  and  sky  and  the  dead  and  wounded, 
reports  of  a well- won  and  well-fought  battle  came  cheerily  up  from  all 
parts  of  the  field,  and  I drew  my  command  together  calmly  and  cau- 
tiously, knowing  that  the  day  in  all  its  bearings  was  ours.  Eight  had 
closed  the  march  of  death,  and  the  idle  breeze  now  gave  no  murmur  back 
to  tell  of  what  had  been  passing  but  a few  brief  moments  before,  when — 

Our  bugles  sang  truce  and  the  night  cloud  had  lowered, 

And  the  sentinel  stars  kept  their  watch  in  the  sky ; 

When  thousands  had  sunk  to  the  earth  overpowered, 

The  weary  to  sleep  and  the  wounded  to  die. 

I dismounted  my  entire  command,  moved  them  as  infantry  to  the 
road  leading  directly  down  to  the  house  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  and 
behind  the  batteries  there  stationed,  and  ordered  them  to  bivouac  with- 
out fires,  with  guns  in  their  hands,  and  determination  in  their  hearts. 
Down  upon  the  cold,  hard  earth,  without  a murmur,  without  a word 
spoken  above  a whisper,  they  lay,  with  longing  eyes  stretched  far  away 
northward,  thinking  of  home  and  the  morrow,  and  another  glorious 
day.  When  my  command  was  thus  formed,  I covered  my  entire  front 
and  flanks  with  picked  and  vigilant  scouts  and  keen  and  daring  skir- 
mishers, cautioning  them  to  move  lightly,  step  noiselessly,  look  well 
and  truly  about  them,  and  report  constantly  and  frequently.  This  done, 
and  well  done ; and  no  enemy,  however  insidious  or  in  what  guise  pre- 
sented, could  have  approached  to  within  300  yards  at  the  nearest  to  my 
lines. 

When  your  order  came  to  withdraw  my  forces  and  light  fires  all  along 
my  front,  I communicated  it  to  the  commanders  of  each  command,  and 
not  until  the  fires  were  lighted,  the  command  withdrawn,  and  three 
companies  sent  back  as  skirmishers,  drew  in  my  well-tried  and  trusty 
scouts.  My  command  now,  with  saddled  steeds  in  readiness,  slept  with 
bridle  in  hand,  in  line  of  battle,  awaiting  any  orders  you  might  commu- 
nicate through  me  to  them,  ever  on  the  alert,  and  ready  at  the  slightest 
call. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  speaking  in  the  highest  terms 
of  Capt.  Westley  Boberts,  commanding  the  only  rifled  battery  we  had. 
He  took  position  about  3 o’clock  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  just  above 
the  house,  and  for  two  mortal  hours  bore  that  storm  of  shot  and  shell 
without  a murmur,  and  it  was  [only]  when  further  delay  were  suicide 
did  he  move  to  a less  exposed  position.  Captain  Bledsoe,  with  his  two 
iron  guns,  the  hero  of  many  a well-fought  field,  stood  and  fought,  and 
fought  and  stood,  towering  above  the  press,  his  clarion  voice  ringing 
ever  proudly,  defiantly,  and  bis  smoking  guns  thundering  the  mad 
requiem  and  belching  the  wild  lullaby  of  the  hated  invaders.  I would 
also  call  your  special  attention  to  the  knightly  bearing  and  conduct  of 
David  Shanks,  major  of  the  Second  Eegiment.  Whether  amid  the  crash 
and  clatter  of  the  headlong  charge,  whether  leading  the  cold  and  cau- 
tious advance,  or  cheering  on  his  regiment  where  blue  coats  and  saber- 
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crossed  bats  went  down  like  apple-blossoms  in  a sweet  May  wind,  be  was 
ever  tbe  same — brave,  kind,  liumane,  chivalric,  devoted,  daring;  now 
three  lengths  ahead  of  liis  best  and  bravest,  and  now  speaking  the  quick, 
keen  words  of  hope  and  courage.  Lieut.  Col.  [B.]  Frank  Gordon,  of  the 
gallant  First,  was  there  among  liis  men,  ever  where  the  tire  was  heaviest 
and  hottest,  leading  them  on  to  glory,  and  showing  by  his  actions  that 
Missourians  know  their  rights,  and,  knowing,  dare  maintain  them.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Gilkey,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hooper,  and  all  my  officers 
behaved  in  a most  gallant  and  praiseworthy  manner,  never  seeming  to 
mind  the  tempest  of  shot  and  shell  bursting  all  around  them.  My  ad- 
jutant (Captain  Brewster)  was  ever  with  me, brave  and  daring,  carrying 
orders  and  forming  regiments  as  if  on  dress-parade.  I will  here  also 
state  that  I noticed  with  much  pleasure  the  adjutant  of  the  First  Regi- 
ment,  John  [FT.]  Edwards,  who  was  actively  engaged  in  watching  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  upon  every  corner,  and  with  his  regiment  aiding 
and  cheering  them  on  to  victory  or  death.  Also  my  young  orderly, 
Jimmy  Clark,  behaved  admirably ; his  fair,  boyish  face  lit  up  with  the 
halo  of  battle,  and  his  voice  mingling  with  the  rage  and  roar  of  the 
cannon.  My  aides  (also  Corder  and  [L.]  Sbindler)  deserve  special  men- 
tion for  their  good  behavior.  Captain  [John]  Jarrett,  of  the  Second  Regi- 
ment, bore  himself  on  this  eventful  day  with  marked  bravery,  capturing 
with  his  own  hand  Major  Hubbard,  of  the  old  First  Missouri  (Federal) 
Cavalry,  a man  well  known  in  that  State  as  a daring  and  dashing  officer. 
I would  also  speak  in  the  most  favorable  terms  of  Maj.  George  1\.  Hart- 
ley, of  the  First  Regiment,  and  Lieutenant  Gregg,  Major  Elliott,  of  the 
scouts,  and,  indeed,  of  every  officer  of  my  command. 

When  your  final  orders  came  to  retire  from  the  field,  the  theater  of 
high  and  knightly  deeds,  I detailed  Captain  [J.  M.]  Garrett,  commanding 
Company  E,  of  the  First  Regiment,  to  remain  with  his  company  to  bury 
our  dead,  and  then  marched  my  entire  brigade  southward. 

The  substantial  fruits  of  the  victory  are  12  standards,  32  wagons, 
some  400  or  500  stand  of  arms,  about  300  prisoners,  besides  quan- 
tities of  clothing,  commissary  stores,  quartermaster’s  supplies,  negroes, 
horses,  mules,  and  every  variety  and  description  of  articles  a corrupt 
Government  can  furnish  to  hired  freebooters  and  cut-throats  and  thieves. 
I need  not,  general,  speak  further  of  my  command.  You  were  ever  on 
the  field,  ever  under  fire,  and  saw  for  yourself  the  actions  and  behavior 
of  my  men,  and  whether  you  lead  them  in  Arkansas,  Missouri,  or  Mis- 
sissippi, you  will  constantly  find  them  worthy  of  your  utmost  confi- 
dence and  respect. 

I have,  general,  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JO.  O.  SHELBY, 

Colonel , Commanding  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke,  Commanding  Cavalry  Division. 


No.  39. 

Report  of  Col.  J.  C.  Monroe , Arkansas  Cavalry , commanding  brigade , 
including  skirmish  at  Reed’s  Mountain. 

Headquarters  Carroll’s  Brigade, 

Camp  near  Van  Suren,  on  Arkansas  River , December  10,  1802. 
Captain:  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  — , 1 make  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  forces  under  my  command  in 
the  engagements  on  the  Gth  and  7th  instant: 

I had  in  my  command  about  400  effective  men,  of  which  number  there 
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were  150  on  picket  duty  the  evening  of  the  6th  and  the  morning  of  the; 
7th.  At  3 p.  m.  (6th)  I was  ordered  forward  to  cover  the  front  of  an  in- 
fantry regiment  under  the  command  of  General  Parsons.  After  passing1 
the  regiment  of  infantry,  I threw  out  a line  of  skirmishers  on  either  side 
of  the  road.  I then  moved  forward  cautiously,  feeling  for  the  enemy;! 
found  him  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  in  strong  position,  where  I en- 
gaged him.  After  twenty-five  minutes’  heavy  firing,  I was  forced  to  re-  | 
tire.  1 then  ordered  up  my  whole  command,  and  formed  them  in  line  of  i 
battle  behind  the  hill,  out  of  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns.  I then  sent  two 
companies  around  to  attack  the  enemy’s  right  flank,  and  at  the  same  time 
made  a vigorous  charge  in  front.  The  enemy  held  his  position  until  we 
were  in  10  paces  of  him,  when  he  broke  and  fled  in  confusion.  1 would 
have  pursued  him  were  it  not  for  the  nature  of  the  ground,  which  was 
so  rugged  that  it  was  impossible  to  ride  over.  It  was  now  dark,  and  I 
moved  back  about  half  a mile,  leaving  a strong  picket  on  the  ground. 

My  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  15 — 3 killed  and  12  wounded;  1 
killed  and  10  wounded  from  the  regiment  commanded  by  Major  Thom- 
son, and  2 killed  and  2 wounded  from  the  regiment  commanded  by  Major 
Johnson. 

During  the  night  I was  informed  that  the  whole  force,  except  my  com-  I 
mand,  would  move  by  way  of  Cove  Creek  road.  I was  ordered  to  remain 
iu  my  present  position  and  engage  the  enemy  at  daylight.  I dismounted 
all  the  men  in  both  regiments  who  had  long-range  guns,  deployed  them 
as  skirmishers,  moved  forward  and  commenced  skirmishing  with  the 
enemy  just  after  daylight,  which  was  kept  up  until  cannonading  was 
heard  in  the  direction  of  Fayetteville,  when  the  enemy  retired,  and  I 
moved  slowly  and  cautiously  in  the  direction  of  Cane  Hill.  On  arriving 
at  Cane  Hill,  I found  no  enemy  there  except  some  sick  and  convales- 
cents, who  had  been  left  behind  by  the  enemy.  These  I paroled,  except 
one  Pin  Indian,  who  could  not  speak  English.  I also  found  one  negro 
who  had  been  acting  as  teamster.  I found  in  the  hospital  a surgeon’s 
sack  filled  with  lint,  bandages,  medicines,  &c.,  and  a case  of  dental  in- 
struments, which  I brought  away.  There  was  also  at  Cane  Hill  a few 
commissary  and  quartermaster’s  stores,  but  I could  get  no  wagons  to 
send  them  to  the  rear.  I left  Cane  Hill  at  dark,  and  arrived  on  the  battle- 
ground at  9 p.  m.,  after  the  battle  had  ceased. 

J.  C.  MONHOE, 

Colonel , Commanding  Brigade. 


Xo.  40. 

Report  of  Col.  Emmett  MacDonald , Missouri  Cavalry  ( Confederate ), 

commanding  brigade. 

Headquarters  MacDonald’s  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Van  Daren,  Arlc.,  December  11,  1862. 
Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  ol 
the  part  my  brigade  took  in  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark. : 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant,  I was  ordered  to  march  in  column 
on  the  Cove  Creek  and  Fayetteville  road.  After  having  proceeded  on 
that  road  for  10  miles,  I was  ordered  to  take  a right-hand  road;  that 
the  enemy  was  right  in  my  front.  I at  once  directed  my  course  north- 
westerly, and  succeeded  in  getting  between  the  enemy  and  Fayetteville. 
Discovering  the  enemy  behind  a rail  fence  and  in  the  brush,  I ordered 
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up  Captain  West’s  battery,  which  was  in  the  rear,  in  the  mean  time  1 
discovered,  the  enemy  was  forming  to  charge  me.  I at  once  divided  my 
force  in  two  columns,  intending  to  attack  the  enemy  in  front  and  flank, 
and  ordered  charge.  The  charge  was  led  gallantly  by  Colonels  [B.  P.j 
Crump  and  [M.  L.]  Young.  While  running  on  the  enemy,  they  ran  up 
two  white  flags.  Thinking  it  a signal  for  surrender,  I ordered  my  com- 
mand to  cease  firing,  and  galloped  up  toward  the  enemy  and  found  they 
were  retreating.  I repeated  my  order  of  charge,  and  my  command 
dashed  in  upon  them,  scattering  them  in  all  directions.  There  were 
some  50  or  60  threw  down  their  arms  and  surrendered  at  once.  My 
command,  never  stopping  to  take  prisoners,  continued  the  pursuit  within 
6 miles  of  Fayetteville.  The  roacl  was  strewn  with  guns,  pistols,  sabers, 
wagons,  and  all  descriptions  of  camp  and  garrison  equipage  that  the 
enemy  deserted  in  their  wild  panic.  We  charged  through  woods,  over 
creeks,  and  through  open  fields,  no  obstacle  seeming  to  impede  the 
valor  and  impetuosity  of  my  gallant  command,  only  a remnant  of  the 
Yankee  brigade  escaping  in  the  fastnesses  of  the  Boston  Mountains.  I 
then  ordered  a recall  of  my  troops  from  the  pursuit. 

After  having  fallen  back  for  about  2 miles,  I found  the  main  body  of 
my  command  formed  behind  a protection,  in  front  of  a large  force 
of  the  enemy’s  infantry  and  artillery.  I then,  in  company  with  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Crump,  made  a reconnaissance,  and  found  the  enemy 
strongly  posted  in  a skirt  of  timber.  Learning  that  our  infantry  was 
a long  distance  behind,  I dismounted  75  of  my  men  and  sent  them  out 
as  skirmishers,  deceiving  the  enemy,  while  I withdrew  my  command, 
and,  falling  back  across  the  Illinois,  I was  then  ordered  by  General 
Marmaduke  to  take  position  on  the  left  of  the  Fayetteville  road.  We 
remained  in  line  of  battle  for  some  time,  expecting  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  for  some  three  hours. 

In  the  mean  time  Captain  West’s  battery  was  ordered  up  to  a strong 
position  on  my  right.  I then  sent  out  a portion  of  my  command,  under 
command  of  Capt.  William  P.  Saufley,  of  Colonel  Crump’s  Texas  regi- 
ment, to  scout  on  the  left  flank. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  formed  a line  of  battle  in  the  open  field 
in  my  front,  and  I opened  upon  them  with  my  artillery.  This  artillery 
duel  lasted  for  some  time.  I was  then  ordered  to  move  my  cavalry  force 
upon  the  Cane  Hill  road,  which  order  was  immediately  obeyed.  Having- 
moved  but  a short  distance,  General  Marmaduke  ordered  me  on  the  ex- 
treme right,  to  outflank  and  charge  the  enemy,  and,  in  conjunction  with 
Generals  Slioup’s  and  Fagan’s  gallant  commands,  succeeded  in  compell- 
ing the  enemy  to  fall  back  rapidly.  I was  then  ordered  by  General 
Hindman  to  move  a portion  of  my  command  on  the  extreme  left,  which 
order  was  immediately  obeyed,  and  that  portion  of  the  command  put  in 
charge  of  Lieu  tenant- Colonel  Young,  whose  accompanying  report  you 
will  find  inclosed  within. 

These  positions  were  occupied  until  night  put  an  end  to  the  battle.  I 
was  then  ordered  to  move  my  command  to  the  field  near  General  Hind- 
man’s headquarters.  I was  ordered  then  to  picket  the  right  flank  of 
the  army.  During  the  night  the  enemy  asked  for  an  armistice  of  twelve 
hours,  for  the  purpose  of  burying  their  dead. 

At  sunrise  the  next  morning  I was  ordered  to  bring  up  the  rear  of  the 
army,  which  I did,  carrying  off  the  field  some  400  of  the  enemy’s  arms, 
and  conveyed  them  to  our  camp  at  Oliver’s. 

For  the  list  of  casualties  of  this  almost  bloodless  victory,  I refer  you 
to  the  within  inclosed  reports  of  Colonels  Young  and  Crump. 

From  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  fight,  whether  in  the  headlong 
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charge  or  quietly  standing  ’neath  the  leaden  hail,  they  all,  without  a 
single  exception,  evinced  the  most  unflinching  courage  and  intrepidity. 

I would  call  your  attention  particularly  to  the  daring  chivalry  of  Colo 
nels  Young  and  Crump,  and  Major  [G.  W.  C.]  Bennett. 

1 also  extend  my  thanks  to  my  aide,  Lieut.  John  P.  Bull,  tor  the  cool 
and  gallant  manner  in  which  he  carried  my  orders  during  the  whole 
battle. 

To  Captain  Tholt,of  Colonel  Young’s  command,  and  Lieutenant  Gregg, 
commanding  Quantrill’s  men,  I return  my  thanks  for  services  and  gal- 
lant deeds  upon  the  battle-field. 

I would  also  return  my  thanks  to  all  the  officers  and  men  in  my  bri- 
gade for  obedience  to  all  my  orders,  especially  my  acting  orderlies — 
Estes,  Yetee,  Theyer,  and  Tate — for  their  coolness  and  bravery  during 
the  entire  day ; and,  captain,  in  conclusion,  allow  me  to  say  the  cavalry 
has  proven  itself  one  of  the  most  effective  arms  of  the  service,  and  this 
battle  is  another  evidence  that  it  is  the  soul  wins  battles  and  not  arms 
or  numbers. 

Respectfully,  vours, 

emmett  Macdonald, 

Colonel , Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Captain  [E.  G.]  Williams. 


No.  41. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  M.  L.  Young , MacDonald? s cavalry. 

Headquarters  MacDonald's  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Fourth  Division,  Trans-Mississippi  Army, 

Camp  on  Cove  Creek , Ark.,  December  0,  1862. 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  7th  instant  I at- 
tacked the  enemy’s  cavalry,  consisting  of  one  regiment  Arkansas  and 
one  of  Missouri,  near  Prairie  Grove.  I charged  the  enemy  upon  the 
right;  Colonel  Crump’s  Texas  cavalry  pierced  the  center.  The  enemy, 
panic-stricken, fled  from  the  field,  leaving  all  their  baggage,  commissary 
and  quartermaster’s  stores  behind  them.  A running  fight  was  kept  up 
for  several  miles,  scattering  guns,  pistols,  horses,  blankets,  haversacks, 
knapsacks,  saddles,  gloves,  overcoats,  and,  in  fact,  everything  that 
would  make  a soldier  comfortable.  These  were  all  picked  up  by  regi- 
ments who  came  up  in  my  rear.  Forty  or  fifty  of  the  enemy  were  killed 
and  a large  number  wounded.  My  regiment  and  Colonel  Crump’s  cap- 
tured 40  wagons  with  teams,  about  200  prisoners,  300  stand  of  arms, 
60  sabers,  and  150  pistols.  The  wagons  and  goods  were  the  kind  our 
troops  most  needed,  such  as  blankets,  overcoats,  shirts,  drawers,  and 
also  a large  supply  of  commissary  stores.  Colonel  Shelby,  with  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  was  captured  by  the  enemy.  The  colonel,  with  his 
guns,  was  liberated  by  our  troops. 

In  the  general  engagement  I was  posted  upon  the  extreme  left.  Com- 
pany B,  commanded  by  Captain  [W.  H.]  Frazier,  with  one  company  of 
Colonel  Crump’s  Texas  cavalry,  was  sent  as  skirmishers  upon  our  left, 
when  they  were  fired  upon  by  the  enemy’s  artillery.  The  guns  were 
charged  and  the  horses  killed ; but  the  guns  could  not  be  held,  as  there 
was  no  infantry  near  to  support  them. 
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My  command  was  divided  during  the  day,  and  a portion  of  them  en- 
gaged the  enemy  with  credit  and  much  success  on  several  occasions. 

& Officers  and  men  behaved  gallantly  on  every  occasion  during  the 
engagement. 

The  following  is  a list  of  casualties : 


Whole  number  engaged 

Whole  number  wounded 

Whole  number  missing 

Whole  number  horses  hilled 


Respectfully, 

M.  L.  YOUNG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  MacDonald’ s Cavalry. 


F.  B.  Davidson,  Adjutant. 


No.  42. 

Report  of  Lieut . Col.  R.  P.  Crump , First  Texas  Partisan  Cavalry. 

Camp  on  Cove  Creek,  Ark., 

December  9,  1802. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  7th 
instant  we  attacked  the  enemy’s  cavalry  near  Prairie  Grove  Church, 
supposed  to  be  600  strong,  composed  of  the  First  Kansas  and  First 
Arkansas  Regiments.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Young  charged  on  the  right, 
quartered  on  the  left;  my  command  penetrated  the  center,  completely 
routing  him,  pursuing  him,  and  keeping  up  a running  tight  for  5 miles, 
killing  about  40,  capturing  about  200  prisoners,  including  Major  Hub- 
hard,  40  wagons,  and  several  negroes,  200  stand  of  arms,-  and  200 
horses.  We  also  had  the  pleasure  of  recapturing  Colonel  Shelby  and 
his  battery  of  light  artillery,  who  had  been  previously  taken  by  the 
enemy.  The  wagons  were  loaded  with  boots,  shoes,  hats,  arms,  sugar, 
coffee,  rice,  flour,  hams,  tobacco,  cigars,  tents,  and  camp  equipage. 

Accompanying  this  you  will  find  a list*  of  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing, with  the  other  casualties  of  the  regiment. 

The  officers  and  men,  without  exception,  behaved  most  gallantly. 

Respectfully, 

R.  P.  CRUMP, 

Lieutenant - Colonel , Comdg.  First  Texas  Regt.  Partisan  Rangers. 

Col.  Emmett  MacDonald. 


No.  43. 

Report  of  Capt.  Henry  C.  West , commanding  battery. 

In  Camp  near  Oliver’s  Store, 

December  9,  1802. 

Colonel  : In  compliance  with  your  orders,  I prepared  to  march  on  the 
morning  of  the  7th  instant,  at  2 o’clock,  and  at  2.30  o’clock  I reported 
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at  your  headquarters,  and  from  there  I proceeded  with  the  brigade  until 
within  some  4 miles  of  Cane  Ilill,  where  I received  orders  from  you  to 
proceed  along  the  road  on  which  we  were  marching,  and  learned  that 
you  had  pushed  ahead  to  attack  a body  of  the  enemy.  After  arriving 
at  the  Cane  Hill  and  Fayetteville  road,  I was  ordered  into  battery  by 
General  Marmaduke,  and  prepared  for  action.  I remained  in  this  posi- 
tion until  the  arrival  of  the  main  body  of  the  army,  when  I was  ordered  ' 
by  General  Hindman  to  limber  up  and  proceed  with  it.  Cn  arriving  at 
Prairie  Grove,  I was  ordered  by  General  Marmaduke  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Fagan,  as  I could  not  operate  with  the  cavalry.  Having  done  so, 

I was  at  once  ordered  into  battery  near  the  foot  of  the  battle  hill,  near 
the  white  house,  on  the  road. 

About  3 p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  began  to  advance,  General  Shoup 
ordered  me  to  open  fire,  which  I did.  I had  been  engaged  but  a short 
time  when  General  Shoup  in  person  ordered  me  to  cease  firing.  Captain 
[ W.  H.]  Blocher’s  battery  ceasing  about  the  same  time,  several  of  the  ene- 
my’s  batteries  turned  upon  my  position.  After  remaining  thus  silently 
for  some  time,  the  enemy  having  perfect  range  of  my  position,  I asked 
General  Shoup  if  I had  not  better  change  to  a new  one,  and  he  ordered 
me  to  do  so.  I moved  off  on  the  road  leading  to  the  left  of  the  main 
road,  and  came  back  into  the  main  road  on  the  south  side  of  the  hill.  I 
was  proceeding  up  the  road  when  met  by  Colonel  Shelby,  who  said  I had 
better  go  to  the  rear,  as  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  get  in  a position  to 
do  any  good.  Major  [W.  E.]  Woodruff,  [jr.,]  (chief  of  artillery)  coming 
up  at  the  same  time,  Colonel  S.  [Shelby]  told  him  the  same,  and  he,  Major 
W.  [Woodruff],  ordered  me  to  countermarch  and  go  to  the  rear  and 
remain  until  further  orders. 

I proceeded  to  the  field  where  General  Hindman  was,  and  refilled 
my  chests.  Directly  after,  General  H.  [Hindman]  ordered  me  with  one 
section  of  my  battery  to  report  immediately  to  General  Roane,  who  was 
on  the  extreme  left,  which  I did,  and  immediately  General  Roane’s  line 
advanced,  I on  his  left,  advancing  with  him  until  arriving  at  the  open 
field,  when  I at  once  went  into  battery  and  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy, 
and  I continued  firing  until  all  firing  ceased  at  nightfall.  I then  re- 
ported to  General  Roane  for  further  orders,  and  was  ordered  to  return 
to  the  remainder  of  my  battery,  which  I did  at  General  Hindman’s  head- 
quarters, and  there  I remained  until  the  line  of  march  was  taken  up 
about  midnight.  Below  I give  the  list  of  casualties  of  my  battery : 
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DECEMBER  9-15,  1862. — Expedition  from  Ozark,  Mo.,  into  Marion  County, 

Ark. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  B.  Brown,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2.— Capt.  Milton  Burch,  Fourteenth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  B.  Brown , U.  S.  Army. 

Springfield,  Mo.,  December  18,  1862. 

I have  the  honor  to  report  a successful  scout  of  Captain  Burch 
Fourteenth  Missouri  State  Militia,  with  40  men  of  his  regiment  and 
3ompany  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  into  Arkansas,  burning  and  destroy- 
ing the  saltpeter  works  of  the  Confederate  Government,  including  *5 
buildings,  1 engine,  26  large  kettles,  6 tanks,  blacksmiths’  and  carpen- 
ters’ shops  and  tools ; $6,000  worth  of  saltpeter,  packed,  which  was  to 
lave  been  moved  in  two  days;  capturing  500  barrels  of  jerked  beef, 
together  with  a full  supply  of  other  provisions  for  the  winter,  and  re- 
turning, without  a casualty,  with  42  prisoners,  their  arms,  horses,  and 
equipments.  The  affair  is  the  more  creditable,  as  a large  force  of  the 
enemy  was  encamped  within  a few  miles  of  the  works ; but  so  rapid  and 
secret  were  the  movements  of  Captain  Burch  that  they  were  unap- 
irised  of  them  until  he  had  accomplished  the  duty  assigned  him,  and 
•eturned  in  safety.  This  is  the  fourth  equally  important  and  successful 
scout  of  Captain  Burch  in  the  past  few  months,  besides  numbers  of 
smaller  affairs.  These  are  the  same  works  reported  to  have  been  de- 
stroyed by  Colonel  Wickersham  about  a month  since.  The  destruction 
vas  not  complete,  as  they  were  again  in  full  operation.  The  works  cost 
he  Confederate  Government  $30,000.  They  are  now  destroyed.  The 
sngine,  tanks,  and  kettles  were  broken  with  sledges,  and  "buildings 
mrned.  The  cave  is  sufficiently  roomy  to  work  100  men. 


Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis. 


E.  B.  BROWN, 
Brigadier - General. 


No.  2. 

leport  of  Capt.  Milton  Burch , Fourteenth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Ozark,  Mo.,  December  18, 1862. 

Sir:  I ha^e  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
he  commanding  general,  the  results  of  a scout,  commanded  by  me 
a Marion  County,  Arkansas.  ’ 

By  permission  from  Captain  [S.  A.]  Elagg,  commanding  this  post,  I took 
ommand  of  40  men,  composed  of  detachments  from  Companies  D,  F G 
ud  H,  Secoud  Battalion  Fourteenth  Regiment  Missouri  State  Militia 
-avalry,_and,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  marched  for  Lawrence’s 
till,  a distance  of  35  miles.  I arrived  at  the  mill  earlv  in  the  night 
nd  remained  there  till  noon  of  the  10th,  waiting  for  forage.  Daring 
e time,  I held  a consultation  with  the  officers  of  my  command  and 
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those  of  the  enrolled  militia  stationed  at  the  mill,  in  regard  to  the  direc- 
tion we  should  take.  It  had  been  my  intention  to  make  an  expedition 
into  the  White  Biver  country  below  Dubuque,  where  it  is  said  a band 
of  marauders  have  a considerable  number  of  horses.  These  marauders 
I wished  to  destroy  or  drive  out,  and  to  capture  their  horses ; but,  hav- 
ing received  information  that  a rebel  captain  by  the  name  of  Mooney, 
with  75  men,  were  encamped  at  Tolbert’s  Ferry,  on  White  Biver,  GO 
miles  from  us,  I resolved,  with  the  advice  of  the  other  officers,  to  go  and 
capture  them.  I received  a re- enforcement  of  GO  men  from  the  enrolled 
militia  at  the  mill,  and  marched  20  miles  in  the  direction  of  Tolbert’s 
Ferry. 

The  march  was  continued  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  but,  instead  of 
keeping  the  road,  I bore  to  the  eastward,  and  marched  through  the 
wood,  under  the  guidance  of  an  excellent  woodman  by  the  name  of  Will- 
oughby Hall.  I arrived  within  8 miles  of  the  ferry  by  dusk,  and  stopped 
to  feed  and  rest  in  the  deuse  forest,  near  an  out  of  the  way  corn-field. 
During  the  time  of  our  stay  at  this  place,  I sent  Lieut.  John  B.  Kelso,  f, 
with  8 men,  to  capture  some  rebel  pickets  that  I supposed  would  be 
found  at  the  house  of  a rebel  by  the  name  of  Brixy.  Lieutenant  Kelso 
soon  returned,  having  found  and  captured  2 rebels,  with  their  guns, 
and  1 horse.  From  these  prisoners  1 learned  that  Captain  Mooney’s 
men  had  temporarily  disbanded,  and  were  not  to  assemble  again  for  two  ( 
days.  I felt  a little  disappointed  upon  the  reception  of  this  intelligence, 
but  I determined  to  proceed  and  make  a dash  upon  a band  of  armed 
rebels  that  I learned  were  at  the  saltpeter  cave,  on  the  other  side  of 
White  Biver,  7 miles  from  Captain  Mooney’s  house.  At  midnight  my  1 
little  band  emerged  from  the  dark  wood,  where  we  had  been  resting,  and  > 
silently  wound  along  the  hills  in  the  direction  of  Captain  Mooney’s. 
Lieutenant  Kelso  led  the  advance,  and,  by  the  most  excellent  manage- 
ment, succeeded  in  capturing  7 or  8 rebels,  who  lived  near  the  road,  with-  ■ 
out  giving  any  alarm  to  the  country  around.  Just  before  day  we  cap- 
tured a rebel  recruiting  officer  by  the  name  of  Mings,  formerly  a lieu- 
tenant colonel.  At  the  break  of  day  we  reached  Captain  Mooney’s 
residence.  We  took  him,  with  one  other  man,  together  with  15  stand  of 
small-arms,  most  of  which  we  destroyed,  not  being  able  to  carry  them. 
We  also  recaptured  8 horses,  which  had  been  taken  from  the  enrolled 
militia  stationed  at  Lawrence’s  Mill. 

I remained  here  to  feed  and  await  the  arrival  of  a party  that  I had 
sent  out,  with  orders  to  meet  at  this  point.  They  soon  came  in,  bring- 
ing several  prisoners.  I then  sent  Captain  [P.  T.]  Green,  of  the  enrolled 
militia,  back  with  the  prisoners,  17  in  number,  and  25  men  as  an  escort. 

I then  divided  the  rest  of  my  command  into  two  divisions,  sending  one, 
under  command  of  Captain  [J.  H.]  Sallee,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant 
Bates,  formerly  of  the  Sixty-fourth  Illinois,  to  march  up  the  river  on 
this  side,  and  to  await  in  concealment  till  I began  the  attack  with  the 
other  division,  which  was  to  cross  and  approach  from  the  other  side.  * 

It  was  just  noon  when  we  arrived  at  the  cave.  The  rebels  were  at 
their  dinner,  all  unconscious  of  our  approach.  When  at  last  they  dis- 
covered us,  they  mistook  us  for  a company  of  their  own  men  which  they 
were  expecting,  and  they  did  not  discover  their  error  until  we  were  in 
half  pistol  shot  of  them.  I ordered  them  to  surrender,  which  they  did, 
without  firing  a gun. 

They  numbered  23,  of  whom  3 were  left,  being  unable  to  travel.  Their 
arms  were  mostly  shot-guns  and  rifles,  which  I ordered  to  be  destroyed. 
We  also  captured  4 mules  and  2 wagons.  The  wagons,  however,  we 
could  not  bring  away:  also  3 horses  were  taken.  I ordered  the  salt- 
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peter  works  to  be  destroyed,  which  was  effectually  done.  These  are 
gigantic  works,  having  cost  the  rebel  Government  $30,000.  Captain 
McNamar,  who  was  in  command,  stated  that  in  three  days  they  could 
have  had  $6,000  worth  of  saltpeter  ready  for  use.  These  works,  although 
reported  as  destroyed  at  the  time  of  the  burning  of  Yellville,  had  been 
unmolested  since  early  last  spring,  when  they  were  slightly  injured  by 
a detachment  from  General  Curtis’  army.  The  works  being  destroyed, 
and  learning  that  a party  of  Burbridge’s  command  was  hourly  expected, 
I thought  better  to  retire,  as  I was  already  encumbered  with  prisoners. 
I marched  nearly  all  night  through  the  dark  woods,  the  rain  pouring 
down  upon  us  in  torrents. 

On  the  next  day  we  advanced  as  far  as  Little  North  Fork,  which  was 
not  fordable.  Here  we  remained  till  the  morning  of  the  13th,  when  we 
crossed  and  reached  Lawrence’s  Mills. 

On  the  15th  we  reached  this  place,  having  been  absent  seven  days. 
We  traveled  225  miles;  captured  42  prisoners;  destroyed  40  stand 
of  small-arms;  also  captured  12  horses  and  4 mules,  and  destroyed 
130,000  worth  of  machinery,  &c.,  and  all  without  any  loss  whatever  on 
iny  side. 

In  conclusion,  I must  say  a word  in  praise  of  the  brave  men  under  my 
command.  Often  without  any  food,  except  parched  corn,  and  no  shelter 
from  the  chilling  rains ; deprived  of  sleep,  and  weary  from  long  night 
marches,  not  a murmur  was  heard.  Every  hardship  was  borne  with 
cheerfulness,  and  every  danger  met  with  the  utmost  coolness.  The  en- 
rolled militia  officers,  Captains  Sallee,  Green,  and  [J.  F.]  Huffman,  all  did 
their  duty  well.  Lieutenant  Bates,  of  the  Sixty-fourth  Illinois,  showed 
himself  a brave  soldier.  Lieutenant  Warren,  of  Company  F,  also  de- 
serves favorable  notice.  As  to  Lieutenant  Kelso,  his  reputation  as  an 
mtrepid  soldier  and  skillful  officer  is  too  well  known  to  require  any 
comment  at  this  time.  These,  major,  I think,  are  all  the  facts  worthy 
)f  notice. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MILTON  BURGH, 
Captain,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Maj.  James  H.  Steger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


DECEMBER  14,  1862. — Affair  near  Helena,  Ark. 

REPORTS. 

^°*  1* — Frig.  Gen.  Willis  A.  Gorman,  U.  S.  Army,  commauding  Eastern  District  of 
Arkansas. 

*o.  2. — Maj.  Henry  P.  Hawkins,  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Willis  A.  Gorman , U.  8.  Army , commanding  Eastern 
District  of  Arkansas. 

Headquarters  Eastern  District  of  Arkansas, 

Helena , [Ark.,]  December  15,  1862. 

Major  : On  yesterday  morning,  a little  after  daylight,  the  Texas 
Hangers  made  a dash  at  our  outpost  picket,  4 miles  from  this  place,  and 
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captured  23,  iucluding  1 commissioned  officer,  all  belonging  to  the  Sixth 
Missouri  Cavalry. 

I find  this  whole  command  extremely  loose  in  doing  picket  and  all 
other  guard  duty.  I will  correct  it,  or  dismiss,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Government,  one  officer  after  another  in  disgrace,  until  the  remedy  is 
effective. 

I am,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  GORMAN, 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 

Maj.  H.  Z.  CuRTiS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Maj.  Henry  P.  HauPins , Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

(I 

Headquarters  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry, 

Helena , [Arlc.,]  December  14,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  picket  guard  on  Saint  Francis  road,  furnished  from  my  com- 
mand, in  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  95,  from  Headquarters 
First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Eastern  District  of  Arkan- 
sas, and  dated  December  13,  1862: 

The  picket  guard  was  detailed  from  Company  E of  my  command. 
The  picket  guard  consisted  of  1 commissioned  officer,  4 non-commis- 
sioned officers,  .and  21  privates.  They  relieved  the  pickets  at  the  regu- 
lar picket  station,  about  4 miles  from  this  camp,  at  3 p.  m.  of  the  13th 
instant.  At  8 this  a.  m.  Private  Hugh  Roark  reported  to  me  that  the 
lieutenant  commanding  the  picket  guard  and  23  enlisted  men,  with 
horses,  arms,  and  equipments  complete,  were  surprised  and  captured 
by  a band  of  guerrillas  at  daylight  this  morning,  near  the  residence  of 
a citizen  named  Turner.  Most  of  the  horses  and  horse  equipments 
were  the  private  property  of  the  soldiers  captured. 

Immediately  on  receipt  of  the  above  information,  I*  ordered  Capt.  F. 
A.  Millert  and  25  enlisted  men  of  Company  F,  my  command,  to  replace 
the  picket  guard  captured  this  morning.  I reported  the  capture  of 
the  picket  guard  at  headquarters  First  Brigade,  and  at  headquarters  . 
Second  Division,  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  the  above  informa- 
tion. Having  learned  (not  officially)  that  the  Army  of  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict of  Arkansas  had  just  been  reorganized,  and  that  Brig.  Gen.  C.  C. 
Washburn  wras  commanding  all  the  cavalry  at  this  point,  I respectfully  i 
submit  the  facts  for  your  consideration  as  reported  to  me  by  Captain 
Millert. 

Mr.  Turner  stated  that  the  guard  was  captured  by  Texas  Rangers  ; 
but  the  negroes  on  his  plantation  stated  that  they  are  acquainted  with 
Captain  Anderson,  and  that  they  saw  him  (Anderson)  this  morning 
talking  with  Mr.  Turner ; they  state,  also,  that,  about  9 o’clock  last 
night  (13th  instant),  they  heard  a large  body  of  troops  moving  through 
the  corn-field  near  Mr.  Turner’s  residence. 

I am  informed  that  Mr.  Turner  has  a guard  of  two  United  States 
soldiers,  with  United  States  horses,  arms,  and  equipments,  at  his  house. 
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That  guard,  or  the  Government  property  in  their  possession,  was  not 
molested,  although  Captain  Anderson  and  his  men  saw  the  guards,  and 
even  captured  one  or  two  men  of  the  picket  guard  in  Mr.  Turner’s  door- 
yard. 

One  of  Mr.  Turner’s  guards  informed  Capt.  F.  A.  Millert  that  he  also 
heard  a body  of  troops  moving  through  the  corn-field  last  night  about 
9 o’clock,  but  he  did  not  inform  the  officer  commanding  the  picket 
guard,  neither  did  he  take,  or  cause  to  be  taken,  any  steps  to  inform 
the  picket  guard  of  the  danger  surrounding  them.  The  guard  witnessed 
the  capture  of  our  men  from  the  front  door  of  Mr.  Turner’s  house.  He 
says  the  men  were  very  much  scattered;  they  had  just  come  up  to  the 
regular  picket  station  ; the  pickets  had  not  yet  been  stationed  for  the 
day.  The  picket  guard  at  night  retires  about  1 mile  from  the  position 
They  occupy  during  the  day.  They  had  just  halted,  had  unbridled  their 
horses,  and  were  feeding  when  attacked  from  the  rear. 

The  enlisted  men  captured  have  seen  and  done  hard#  service,  and 
would  not  have  been  taken  prisoners  if  the  lieutenant  had  done  his 
duty.  For  the  men  I have  sympathy;  for  the  officer,  contempt;  and 
respectfully  recommend  that  he  may  be  mustered  out  of  the  service  of 
the  United  states. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  P.  HAWKINS, 

Major , Commanding  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Capt.  William  H.  Morgan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


DECEMBER,  17-21,  1862. — Expedition  from  New  Madrid  to  Clarkton,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Hubert  F.  Peebles , Thirty-second  Ioica  Infantry. 

Headquarters, 

New  Madrid , Mo.,  December  22,  1 862. 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  forces  under  my  command  in  the  late  expedition  to  Clarkton,  Mo.: 

The  command  consisted  of  Captain  [J.]  Hutchinson,  Second  Lieutenant 
[A.]  Dowd,  and  40  men  of  Company  I;  First  Lieutenant  [H.  C.]  Raymond, 
and  57  men  of  Company  C;  Chaplain  Coffin,  and  Surgeon  Waters.  The 
command  left  New  Madrid  at  about  8 a.  m.  December  17,  and  went  as  far 
as  Weaversville,  a distance  of  22  miles,  the  first  day.  Little  River,  at 
this  place,  is  from  2 to  5 feet  deep  at  the  ford,  the  bridge  having  been 
destroyed  some  time  since,  by  order  of  Major  Jones,  then  in  command 
at  New  Madrid;  the  width  of  the  ford  is  some  5 rods.  We  were  obliged 
to  ferry  the  men  across  in  a small  skiff.  The  roads,  notwithstanding 
trie  recent  heavy  rains,  were  in  excellent  condition  to  this  point.  The 
Plank  road  begins  at  Weaversville  and  runs  to  Clarkton,  a distance  of 
, 12  miles,  through  a swamp. 

At  daylight  on  the  18th,  we  continued  our  march,  and  arrived  at 
Clarkton  the  same  evening.  We  found  the  roads  almost  impassable; 
culverts,  to  the  number  of  some  20,  had  all  been  destroyed,  and  the  teams 
were  obliged  to  pass  around  them,  going  down  the  bank  into  the  water 
and  mud  to  the  depth  of  from  3 to  5 feet.  The  bridge  across  New  River, 


164 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 


4 miles  from  Clarkton,  we  also  found  destroyed,  and  we  were  compelled 
to  cross  in  the  small  skiff  which  we  had  brought  from  Weaversville. 
The  horses  and  teams  were  obliged  to  ford  a distance  of  200  yards.  The 
bridges  and  culverts  could  be  repaired  at  small  expense,  as  the  founda- 
tion works  are  in  v.ery  good  condition.  We  halted  about  1 mile  from 
Clarkton,  and  rested  until  after  dark,  keeping  close  guard  that  no  one 
should  carry  intelligence  of  our  approach.  Soon  after  dark,  we  marched 
iuto  town,  and  immediately  surrounded  every  house,  placed  our  pickets  , 
on  all  the  avenues  of  approach,  and  commenced  our  search  for  prisoners. 

Captain  McDonald  was  found  at  the  house  of , and  arrested. 

Learning  that  Captain  Pankey  was  at  home  on  a furlough,  Captain  ! 
Hutchinson  was  dispatched  with  a detachment  of  men,  and  soon  re-  j 
turned  with  him  as  prisoner. 

On  the  following  morning  three  expeditions  were  organized — one  of 
15  men,  under  command  of  Chaplain  Coffin,  who  went  south  toward  ; 
Kennett,  some  5 miles,  and  took  prisoner  Quartermaster-Sergeant  Se-  I 
becker;  he  also  secured  several  valuable  horses  belonging  to  rebels. 
One  detachment  of  15  men,  under  command  of  Captain  Hutchinson, 
went  north  from  Clarkton,  and  returned  with  Captain  Page  and  one  i 
Montgomery  and  his  son  Lentz,  as  prisoners,  all  of  whom  were  engaged 
in  the  guerrilla  service;  he  also  took  several  valuable  horses.  Another 
detachment  of  15  horsemen,  under  command  of  Captain  Peebles,  went  to  j 
Halkolnfs  Island  and  to  the  Saint  Francis  River,  to  the  Arkansas 
border.  The  last-mentioned  detachment  took  Surgeon  Bartlett  and  con- 
siderable rebel  property.  We  could  hear  of  depredations  committed  by 
small  bands  of  guerrillas,  but  we  were  unable  to  meet  any  of  them.  I 
learned  that  a band  of  from  100  to  200  guerrillas  were  making  their 
headquarters  at  Chalk  Bluff*,  on  the  Saint  Francis  River. 

Depredations  are  frequently  committed  by  guerrillas  in  the  vicinity 
of  Clarkton,  and  the  perpetrators  flee  to  Chalk  Bluff,  and  thence  across 
the  river  into  Arkansas.  A force  stationed  at  the  bluff  would  do  much 
toward  restoring  quiet  and  safety  to  the  law-abiding  citizens  of  South- 
eastern Missouri.  Many  of  the  citizens  clmm  to  be  loyal. 

The  result  of  our  expedition  was  the  taking  prisoners  of  2 captains,  1 
surgeon,  and  1 quartermaster-sergeant,  all  of  the  Regular  Confederate 
Army;  1 captain  and  3 privates  in  the  guerrilla  service.  Besides  the 
prisoners,  we  took  15  horses,  some  valuable  ones ; one  mule  team,  wagon, 
harness,  &c. ; 40  head  of  cattle,  and  several  stand  of  small-arms.  Could 
the  expedition  have  been  absent  several  days  longer,  much  additional 
good  might  have  been  accomplished. 

On  the  20th  we  returned  from  Clarkton  to  Weaversville,  and  on  the 
21st  arrived  at  New  Madrid,  all  the  men  in  better  health  and  spirits  than 
when  they  started. 

I would  make  honorable  mention  of  Captain  Hutchinson,  Chaplain 
Coffin,  Lieutenants  Raymond  and  Dowd  for  the  prompt  and  faithful 
manner  in  which  they  discharged  the  duties  devolving  upon  them. 

I am  glad  to  bear  witness  that  every  man  in  the  command  acted 
throughout  as  becomes  a patriot  soldier  battling  for  a just  cause. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

H.  F.  PEEBLES, 

Captain  Company  O,  Commanding, 

Col.  John  Scott, 

Comdg.  Thirty-second  Regiment  Ioica  Volunteer  Infantry, 
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DECEMBER  21-23, 1862. — Expedition  from  Fayetteville  to  Huntsville,  Ark. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  Stuart,  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry, 

Fayetteville , Arh.,  December  23, 1862. 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  yonr  orders  of  the  21st  instant,  I pro 
ceeded,  in  command  of  detachments  of  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry, 
Eighth  Missouri  Cavalry,  and  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  to  Huntsville, 
Ark.,  to  attack  a party  of  the  enemy  reported  in  that  locality.  On  ar- 
riving at  that  point  a little  after  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  22d, 
I found  the  enemy,  150  strong,  had  been  in  there  all  night  of  the  18th, 
and  committed  depredations  on  all  the  Union  families  in  that  vicinity, 
more  especially  that  of  Judge  Murphy,  the  ladies  of  whose  family  they 
stripped  of  everything  but  what  was  on  their  bodies,  leaving  them  in  a 
destitute  condition.  After  leaving  Huntsville  some  of  them  proceeded 
down  the  War  Eagle  Creek,  others  toward  Carrollton,  scattering  all 
through  the  country  in  small  parties  of  twos  and  threes.  I caught  15 
stragglers  from  the  rebel  army  and  paroled  them;  they  had  all  left 
the  army  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove. 

I would  likewise  beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  general  com- 
manding, that  the  road  leading  through  the  mountains  from  Ozark,  Van 
Buren,  and  Clarksville  passes  direct  through  Huntsville,  and  from 
Huntsville  leading  north  there  is  one  road  which  strikes  the  Wire  road 
at  Mud  Town,  one  at  Cross  Hollows,  one  at  Elk  Horn,  one  at  Keytcs- 
ville,  Mo.,  and  one  at  Cassville,  Mo.,  making  five  different  roads  which 
a rebel  party  might  choose  from  on  arriving  at  Huntsville  if  they  de- 
sired to  molest  our  line  of  communication  with  Springfield,  Me.,  and 
from  inquiry  I find  that  each  of  the  points  mentioned  is  as  near  to  them 
from  Huntsville  as  it  is  to  us  at  Fayetteville.  Consequently  the  neces- 
sity, in  my  opinion,  of  having  a strong  force  of  cavalry  stationed  at  that 
point,  as  there  is  no  other  route  the  enemy  can  cross  the  Boston  Mount- 
ains until  they  get  about  100  miles  east  of  that  gap. 

1 would  likewise  state  that  forage  is  plentiful  in  that  vicinity. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  STUART, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry , Comdg.  Expedition. 


DECEMBER  23,  1862.— -Skirmish  on  the  Saint  Francis  road,  near  Helena, 

Ark. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Willis  A.  Gorman , U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena , Arlc.,  December  23,  1862. 

The  enemy’s  cavalry  attacked  and  ambushed  our  outpost  picket  on 
the  Saint  Francis  road,  and  killed  2 and  wounded  16,  captured  none. 
We  pursued  them  at  once,  and  so  closely  that  they  only  escaped  by 
scattering  in  all  directions  through  the  wood.  The  boldness  of  the 
Texas  cavalry  is  becoming  highly  important,  and  if  I send  2,000 
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cavalry  to  open  up  communication  with  General  Grant,  as  be  specially 
requests,  these  Texans  will  venture  still  more;  but  it  can  only  cause 
annoyance. 

I am,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 


W.  A.  GOBMAN, 
Brigadier - Genera  7,  Common  ding. 


Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis, 

Assistant  A dj utant-Gcn eral. 


DECEMBER,  23-31,  1862. — Operations  in  the  Sugar  Creek  Hills,  Mo. 


Report  of  Maj.  Edward  B.  Eno , Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry . 

Headquarters, 
Newtonia , Mo .,  December  31,  1862. 


General  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  condensed  state-  i 
ment  of  the  operations  of  my  command  during  the  ten  days  past: 

On  the  evening  of  the  23d  instant,  I started  with  80  men  for  the  pur- 
pose of  dispersing  several  gangs  of  guerrillas  known  to  harbor  among 
the  Sugar  Creek  Hills.  After  riding  hard  two  nights  and  days,  we  had 
succeeded  in  finding  three  different  camps  of  from  20  to  50  men  each. 
These  were  broken  up,  10  prisoners  taken,  12  horses,  with  saddles, 
bridles,  &c.,  2 wagons,  1 tent,  marked  u Sixth  Kansas  Volunteers,”  to- 
gether with  a quantity  of  blankets,  kettles,  pans,  &c.  It  was  impossi- 
ble to  completely  surprise  them,  as  there  are  none  but  rebels  and  rebel 
sympathizers  living  in  the  country,  and  though  the  immediate  results 
of  the  scout  were  but  small,  I have  discovered  their  u licks”  in  that  sec- 
tion, and  will  find  much  less  difficulty  in  exterminating  them.  Scouts 
are  kept  out  constantly  after  them,  with  orders  to  show  them  no  mercy. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th  instant,  a party  of  guerrillas  came  to  the  house 
of  Mrs.  Joy,  a Union  lady,  who  has  been  robbed  of  almost  everything, 
and  carried  off  her  negro  girl.  I immediately  started  a party,  under 
command  of  Captain  [B.  A.]  Beeder,  but  failed  to  find  the  perpetrators 
of  the  outrage,  they  having  dispersed  and  taken  to  the  brush.  I have 
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DECEMBER  28,  1862— Skirmish  at  Dripping  Springs  and  capture  of  Van 

Buren,  Ark. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  3. — Brig.  Gen.  Francis  J.  Herron,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  4.— Maj.  Charles  Banzhaf,  First  Missouri  Cavalry. 

No.  5.— Maj.  Gen.  T.  C.  Hindman,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis , U.  S.  Army. 

December  29, 1862. 

The  Army  of  the  Frontier,  under  Generals  Blunt  and  Herron,  moved 
over  Boston  Mountains  on  Saturday.  Advanced  without  halting  to 
Van  Buren ; drove  the  enemy  across  the  Arkansas ; killed  and  wounded 
a few  $ took  three  steamboats,  camp  equipments,  and  100  prisoners. 
The  march  of  45  miles,  with  all  arms  of  service,  over  the  mountains 
and  through  the  deep  mud  of  the  valley  was  a most  arduous  and  gal 
lant  affair. 

SAML.  B.  CUBTIS, 

Major-General. 

H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief  Washington , I).  C. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Jaynes  G.  Blunt , TJ.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Van  Buren , Arh.,  December  28,  1862. 

General  : The  Stars  and  Stripes  now  wave  in  triumph  over  Van 
Buren.  On  learning  that  Hindman  had  been  re-enforced  and  contem- 
plated making  another  attempt  to  force  his  way  to  Missouri,  I deter- 
mined to  make  the  attack  upon  him. 

Leaving  my  transportation  north  of  the  mountains,  I marched  with 
8,000  of  my  best  troops  and  thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  from  Prairie  Grove 
at  8 o’clock  yesterday  morning  upon  this  place ; distance,  50  miles.  At 
10  o’clock  this  morning  my  advance  came  upon  two  regiments  of  rebel 
cavalry  at  Dripping  Springs,  8 miles  north  of  the  river.  Dashing  upon 
them  with  3,000  cavalry  and  four  mountain  howitzers,  a brisk  running 
fight  took  place,  which  was  kept  up  into  the  town,  resulting  in  the  cap- 
ture of  all  their  transportation — 40  wagons,  with  six-mule  teams,  camp 
and  garrison  equipage,  100  prisoners,  a large  amount  of  ammunition ; 
four  steamers  and  the  ferry-boat  were  also  captured.  The  latter,  in 
attempting  to  cross  the  river  with  rebel  troops,  was  shelled  from  the 
howitzer.  When  in  the  middle  of  the  river  the  boats  were  disabled  and 
a number  of  the  men  killed.  The  remainder  jumped  overboard  and 
swam  to  the  shore.  Three  large  steamers,  heavily  laden  with  Govern- 
ment supplies,  had  got  up  steam  and  attempted  to  escape  down  the 
river,  but  were  pursued  by  the  cavalry  5 miles  and  brought  to  by  the 
fire  of  their  carbines,  and  returned  back  to  the  levee.  The  enemy  then 
brought  their  artillery  to  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  and  commenced 
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shelling  the  town,  for  the  purpose  of  driving  out  my  cavalry,  but  re- 
sulting in  no  other  damage  than  the  destruction  of  some  buildings ; my 
artillery,  coming  up  soon,  silenced  their  batteries.  Quite  a number  of  i 
the  enemy  have  been  killed  during  the  day’s  operations.  The  only  cas-  ■ 
ualties  on  our  side  are  5 or  6 men  slightly  wounded.  My  long-range  ; 
guns  are  now  shelling  the  rebel  camp  across  the  river,  5 miles  below 
this  place.  If  the  enemy  does  not  retire  during  the  night,  I shall  en- 
deavor to  cross  my  troops  over  the  river  in  the  morning  and  offer  them 
battle. 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Van  Buren,  Ark.,  December  30, 1862. 

The  enemy  retreated  during  the  night  of  the  28th  in  the  direction  of 
Arkadelphia.  About  600  sick  and  wounded  Confederates  were  aban- 
doned at  Fort  Smith,  with  instructions  to  take  care  of  themselves.  I 
sent  a small  force  to  Fort  Smith  to  destroy  two  steamers  there,  but  the 
rebels  had  saved  us  the  trouble  by  burning  them  before  they  retreated. 
The  four  steamers  captured  at  Yan  Buren,  also  the  ferry-boat,  were 
burned  by  my  order.  Last  night  as  much  of  the  sugar  and  other  sup- 
plies as  I had  transportation  to  remove  were  landed.  The  remainder, 
including  about  13,000  bushels  of  corn,  shipped  from  Little  Rock  for  the 
rebel  army,  shared  the  fate  of  the  boats.  As  it  is  impossible  to  sustain 
an  army  here,  for  the  want  of  forage  and  supplies,  until  they  can  be 
brought  up  the  river,  or  the  animals  subsist  upon  grass,  I shall  there- 
fore commence  moving  my  troops  back  to-day  north  of  the  mountains. 

Dispatch  just  received  from  Colonel  [W.  A.]  Phillips,  whom  I had  sent 
with  1,200  men  to  the  Indian  Territory,  dated  Fort  Gibson,  the  27th, 
informs  me  that  he  has  driven  and  pursued  the  forces  of  Cooper  and 
Stand  Watie  across  the  Arkansas  River,  and  destroyed  the  rebel  forti- 
fications, barracks,  and  commissary  buildings  at  Fort  Davis.  Colonel 
McIntosh  and  the  rebel  Creeks  are  desirous  of  laying  down  their  arms 
and  unite  their  destinies  again  with  the  Federal  Government.  The 
same  feeling  also  manifested  by  the  Choctaws. 

Respectfully, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

Maj.  T.  J.  Weed,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 


No.  3. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Francis  J.  Herron,  77.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  2d  and  3d  Divs.,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Van  Buren,  Arlc.,  December  29,  1862. 

We  have  bearded  the  tricky  rebel,  General  Hindman,  in  his  den.  Yes- 
terday  morning  we  left  north  side  of  mountains,  General  Blunt  taking 
Cove  Creek  road  and  I taking  Telegraph  road.  It  was  a terrible  trip. 
We  formed  junction  at  daylight  this  morning,  and  pushed  the  cavalry 
into  Yan  Buren  without  halting.  Two  regiments  of  cavalry  were  en- 
camped at  Dripping  Springs  and  showed  fight,  but  after  killing  a few 
and  wounding  some,  they  left,  crossing  the  river  on  two  boats  at  the 
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wharf.  We  captured  two  boats  and  the  ferry-boat,  the  transportation 
of  two  regiments,  and  100  prisoners,  including  several  officers.  It  is  a 
good  joke  on  Hindman.  He  is  across  the  river,  5 miles  from  here,  with 
his  whole  force.  We  claim  the  country  to  the  Arkansas  River. 

F.  J.  HERRON, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis. 

Headquarters  Second  and  Third  Divisions, 

Prairie  Grove , Ar7<c.,  December  31,  1862. 

General:  Some  days  after  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  General 
Blunt  and  myself  decided  upon  an  expedition  to  Van  Buren,  but  the 
weather  was  such  as  to  prevent  any  movement  at  that  time.  On 
Christmas  night  we  met  and  arranged  the  details,  fixing  the  starting 
time  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  instant.  The  impression  was- given  to 
the  troops  that  a demonstration  was  to  be  made  in  the  direction  of 
Huntsville,  and  with  that  idea  preparations  were  made. 

At  daybreak  on  the  27tli,  we  moved  out  of  camp,  with  picked  men  of 
the  whole  command,  General  Blunt  going  from  Cane  Hill,  by  the  Cove 
Creek  route,  while  I took  the  Telegraph  or  mountain  road.  We  marched 
all  of  that  day  and  until  3 o’clock  the  next  morning,  crossing  the  mount- 
ains successfully,  and  forming  a junction  at  Oliver’s  Store,  18  miles  from 
the  river.  Getting  information  in  regard  to  their  camps,  pickets,  &c., 
General  Blunt  instructed  me  to  advance  all  my  cavalry,  leaving  Hus- 
ton, with  the  infantry  and  artillery,  to  follow  up.  The  general  and 
myself  pushed  on  with  the  advance  guard,  striking  their  first  picket  3 
miles  from  diver’s.  After  firing  upon  us,  they  ran,  we  following  them 
into  the  camp  at  Dripping  Springs.  Here  a regiment  was  formed  in  line, 
but  our  cavalry  charged  and  drove  them  in  great  disorder,  capturing- 
wagons,  tents,  and  all  their  camp  equipage  complete.  On  we  traveled, 
chasing  them  through  the  streets  of  Van  Buren,  to  the  great  surprise 
and  astonishment  of  the  citizens,  who  had  heard  nothing  of  our  coming. 
They  made  three  attempts  to  check  us  between  Dripping  Springs  and 
Van  Buren,  but  were  driven  every  time.  The  last  10  miles  was  traveled 
in  one  hour,  the  whole  cavalry  force  going  in  at  a gallop. 

Arriving  on  the  hill  overlooking  the  town,  we  found  three  steam- 
boats leaving  the  wharf  and  the  ferry,  making  good  time  over  the  river. 
We  chased  them  with  the  cavalry,  overtaking  the  first  one  a mile  below 
town,  and,  by  a well-directed  fire  of  musketry,  brought  her  to.  Colo- 
nel Cloud  followed  the  other  two  10  miles,  capturing  both,  and  bringing 
them  back  to  the  wharf.  They  were  all  loaded  with  corn  and  other 
stores.  In  the  mean  time  the  cavalry  were  scouring  the  country,  and 
wagons  were  being  brought  in  from  every  direction. 

About  2.30  o’clock  (we  had  arrived  at  12  o’clock)  a battery  opened  on 
the  town  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  shelled  the  town  for  an 
hour.  One  of  our  men  was  killed  and  5 wounded.  General  Blunt  and 
myself  made  a narrow  escape.  We  soon  hurried  up  a long  range  bat- 
tery, and  drove  them  off.  The  transaction  was  diabolical,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  the  town  being  full  of  women  and  children.  At  least  100 
shells  were  fired  into  the  houses,  doing  great  damage,  only  one  citizen 
being  hurt  that  I know  of.  We  remained  there  over  night  and  until 
dark  the  next  night,  moving  the  command  back  to  Dripping  Springs. 

The  captures  are  numerous.  After  feeding  all  the  corn  we  could, 
there  remained  between  15,000  and -20,000  bushels,  which  we  destroyed, 
also  burning  the  three  boats  captured — the  ferry-boat  and  two  boats 


170 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS  .,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV.  | 

that  were  laid  up  at  the  wharf.  We  have  over  50  six-mule  teams  taken : \ 
250  head  of  tine  cattle,  and  a large  number  of  horses,  &c.  The  camp  ! 
equipage  was  all  destroyed,  and  the  wagons  loaded  with  Government  i 
sugar  and  brought  with  us.  The  telegraph  operator,  instruments,  and 
official  dispatches  of  Hindman  were  taken.  I will  send  the  telegrams  , 
to  you ; they  are  a curiosity. 

Hindman’s  whole  force  was  encamped  within  5 miles,  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  river.  They  at  once  evacuated  Fort  Smith  ; destroyed  all 
their  stores  on  hand  and  burned  two  steamboats,  and  traveled,  leaving  ' 
4,000  sick  in  a very  destitute  condition.  The  divisions  of  Frost,  Shoup,  , 
Roane,  and  Fagan  retreated  in  great  confusion,  each  one  taking  the  first  ! 
road  they  came  to,  and  without  any  plan  for  concentrating.  They  are  de-  1 
moralized  and  broken  up,  and  I think  this  section  is  rid  of  Hindman.  My 
opinion  is  they  will  go  to  Marshfield,  in  Texas,  and  cross  over  to  Vicks- 
burg. I also  think  Little  Rock  will  be  abandoned,  and  a new  demonstra- 
tion will  cause  them  to  abandon  the  whole  line  of  the  Arkansas  River. 

I would  like  to  be  at  Helena  with  a good  division  just  at  this  time, 
and  have  a chance  to  operate.  We  cannot  subsist  on  the  river  until  tin*  J 
mouth  is  opened,  there  being  nothing  above  Little  Rock.  Hindman  has 
told  the  people  on  the  river  that  all  was  well;  that  it  was  an  impossibility 
for  us  to  cross  the  mountains  ; that,  if  we  did,  he  would  never  let  one 
man  get  back,  &e.  This  demonstration  has  done  more  to  demoralize 
the  army,  to  create  a distrust  in  the  leaders,  and  to  satisfy  the  people 
that  we  can  accomplish  what  we  undertake,  than  anything  done  in  this 
quarter.  They  are  ready  and  willing  to  give  it  up. 

The  march  down  and  back  was  terrible.  We  crossed  the  mountains 
in  the  night,  and  was  more  of  a contract  than  I had  yet  got.  It  required 
12  horses  to  draw  the  artillery  over,  and  sometimes  50  men  on  a rope,  in 
addition.  The  feat,  however,  was  accomplished  without  losing  any- 
thing. 

I left  Van  Buren  at  7 o’clock  on  the  evening  of  the  29th,  and  met 
General  Schofield  10  miles  north  of  that  place.  He  returned  to  Prairie 
Grove  without  visiting  Van  Buren,  and  to-day  assumed  command  of 
the  army.  General  Blunt  returned  to  Rhea’s  Mills,  and  I am  still  at 
Prairie  Grove. 

I sent  you  to-day  a Fort  Smith  paper,  containing  a flattering  notice 
of  Judge  Tibbetts,  of  Fayetteville,  and  the  obituary  of  Governor  Claib. 
[F.]  Jackson. 

The  army  is  in  excellent  health  and  condition,  but  need  shoes  badly. 
Somehow  they  cannot  be  had. 

Hoping  that  one  little  column  of  your  forces  have  wound  up  the  year 
in  a manner  to  suit  you,  I remain,  very  truly,  yours, 

F.  J.  HERRON. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Mo. 


No.  4.  . 

Report  of  Maj.  Charles  Banzhaf  First  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Battalion,  First  Missouri  Cavalry, 

Fayetteville , 4r/;.,  January  2,  1S63. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  the  particulars  of 
the  operations  of  Company  E,  First  Missouri  Cavalry,  under  command 
of  Capt.  Irving  W.  Fuller,  at  Van  Buren,  on  Sunday,  December  28, 1862. 
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Supposing  a portion  of  the  enemy  to  have  retreated  toward  the  south- 
east part  of  the  town,  I dispatched  Captain  Fuller  and  his  command, 
while  yet  one-half  mile  this  side  of  Van  Buren,  to  make  a charge  on 
said  part  of  the  town,  the  result  of  which  I give  in  Captain  Fuller’s  own 
language,  as  follows : 

After  riding  about  1£  miles,  we  overtook  and  captured  3 six-horse  teams  loaded 
with  ammunition,  which  were  placed  under  guard  and  sent  to  be  reported  to  General 
Blunt.  Proceeding  down  the  road,  we  succeeded  in  capturing,  in  all,  27  wagons 
and  teams,  loaded  with  baggage,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  and,  discovering  the 
steamer  Rose  Douglass  in  the  Arkansas  River  retreating  down  the  river  with  all 
speed,  we  brought  her  to  by  firing  at  her  with  our  carbines,  and  succeeded  in  captur- 
ing her,  and  her  whole  cargo,  consisting  of  4,300  bushels  of  corn,  6 hogsheads  of 
sugar,  a quantity  of  molasses,  &c.,  which  was  handed  over  to  General  Herron.  We 
also  took  21  prisoners,  all  soldiers,  and,  except  the  teamster,  with  their  arms  and  ac- 
couterments. 

Captain  Fuller  and  his  command  returned  to  town  with  the  steamer 
on  the  morning  of  December  29,  1862. 

I take  pleasure  in  calling  your  attention  to  the  gallantry  and  efficiency 
displayed  by  Captain  Fuller  and  his  command,  and  the  daring  exhib- 
ited throughout  the  engagement. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  BANZHAF, 

Major  First  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Col.  Daniel  Huston,  Jr., 

Commanding  Second  Division , Army  of  the  Frontier. 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  T.  C.  Hindman , C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Hindman’s  Division, 

Little  Rock,  [Ark.,]  February  15,  1863. 

Colonel  : After  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  having  returned  south 
of  the  mountains,  I found  it  impossible  to  forage  Marmaduke’s  cavalry 
in  Northwest  Arkansas,  and  accordingly  ordered  him  to  Lewisburg,  100 
tniles  below  Yan  Buren.  My  force  being  thus  reduced  and  continuing 
to  diminish  in  strength  daily  by  desertions  and  a frightful  increase  of 
sickness,  the  latter  caused  by  the  unprecedented  hardships  to  which 
the  men  had  been  exposed,  the  former  resulting  principally,  in  my  opin- 
ion, from  the  non-payment  of  the  troops  and  the  consequent  sufferings 
if  their  families,  I decided  that  it  was  unadvisable  to  keep  my  main 
body  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and,  therefore,  crossed  it  to  the 
south  side,  and  went  into  camp  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Smith.  One  of 
Fagan’s  infantry  regiments,  with  a section  of  artillery,  remained  at  Van 
Buren,  and  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  under  Lieut.  Col.  It.  P.  Crump,  was 
posted  at  Dripping  Springs,  9 miles  north  of  that  place,  instructed  to 
picket  at  Oliver’s,  19  miles  north,  and  at  corresponding  points  on  all 
)ther  roads  leading  toward  the  enemy,  scouting  actively  on  each  road, 
ind  keeping  up  constant  patrols  by  day  and  night  between  the  several 
picket  stations. 

On  the  21st  of  December,  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  the 
lepartment,  who  was  then  at  my  headquarters,  instructed  me  to  move 
ny  command,  except  Boane’s  and  Cooper’s  biigades  of  Texas  and  Li- 
lian troops,  to  Lewisburg,  it  being  $o  longer  possible  to  maintain  them 
vhere  I was. 
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On  tlie  23d  of  December,  I gave  orders  for  the  removal  of  the  sick  and 
such  public  stores  as  would  not  be  necessary  to  the  troops  that  were  to: 
remain,  and  that  all  wagon  trains  and  boats  on  the  way  up  with  sup- 
plies should  be  stopped  about  Clarksville.  Fagan’s  division  was  ordered 
to  march  on  the  26th  and  Frost’s  division  on  the  28th. 

In  the  interval  between  the  issuance  and  execution  of  these  orders,  j 
desertions  from  the  Texas  infantry,  under  General  Boane,  increased  to 
such  an  extent  that  I deemed  it  best  to  break  up  that  brigade  and  (lis-i 
tribute  the  regiments  among  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas  troops,  and 
substituted  Shaver’s  Arkansas  brigade  to  be  left  for  defending  the 
Indian  country. 

On  December  28,  at  10  a.  m.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Crump  reported  to 
me  by  courier  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  on  the  Cove  Creek  road  in 
heavy  force  of  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery.  A few  minutes  afterward, 
Brigadier  General  Cooper,  who  was  at  Scullyville,  in  the  Choctaw  Na- 
tion, 15  miles  from  Fort  Smith,  reported  to  me  by  courier  that  a Fed- 
eral cavalry  force  of  three  or  four  regiments,  with  artillery,  under  Colo- 
nel Phillips,  had  crossed  to  the  south  side  of  the  river,  at  Fort  Gibson, 
on  the  preceding  day.  Immediately  after,  I received  information  by 
telegraph  from  a detachment  of  cavalry  posted  at  Borland’s,  35  miles 
below  Van  Buren,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  covering  the  roads 
from  Fayetteville  to  Ozark  and  Clarksville,  that  a regiment  of  Federal 
cavalry  was  within  20  miles  of  that  position,  moving  south. 

Fagan’s  division  was  on  the  march,  25  miles  below;  Frost’s  was  10 
miles  below;  Shaver’s  brigade,  less  than  1,000  strong,  with  one  battery, 
was  2 miles  below,  in  camp. 

General  Cooper  was  ordered  to  retire  southward  upon  his  depots  of 
supplies,  the  nearest  of  which  was  Johnson’s  Station,  on  the  Canadian, 
about  90  miles  from  Fort  Smith.  Shaver’s  brigade  was  put  under  arms, 
and  moved  forward  to  the  river  opposite  Yan  Buren.  Frost  was  or- 
dered back  to  Shaver’s  position,  detaching  enough  artillery  and  in- 
fantry to  hold  the  crossing  at  Strain’s,  6 miles  below  Yan  Buren;  and 
orders  were  given  to  remove  by  boat  and  wagon,  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
the  public  property  at  Yan  Buren  and  Fort  Smith.  At  the  same  time  I 
telegraphed  General  Marmaduke,  at  Lewisburg,  to  move  northward 
and  strike  the  enemy  in  flank  or  rear. 

At  11.05  o’clock,  being  one  hour  and  five  minutes  after  the  first  notice 
of  the  enemy’s  advance,  the  Federal  cavalry  and  light  artillery  were  in 
Yan  Buren.  As  they  approached  the  landing,  West’s  battery,  of  Shaver’s 
brigade,  drove  them  back,  killing  and  wounding  several.  Skirmishing 
continued  there  till  nearly  sunset,  when  the  Federal  infantry  appeared, 
and  two  batteries  of  heavy  rifled  pieces  opened  from  the  commanding 
heights  in  and  above  the  town.  Meanwhile  a cavalry  force  pursued  and 
captured  Colonel  Crump’s  train  and  part  of  a train  laden  with  supplies 
for  my  wounded  at  Cane  Hill,  and  also  captured  three  steamboats,  the 
Notre,  which  had  grounded  on  a bar  1 mile  below  Yan  Buren,  and  the 
Key  West  and  Bose  Douglass,  which  had  been  ordered  down,  but  had 
stopped  for  some  cause  unknown  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  opposite 
Strain’s  Landing.  This  was  before  there  was  time  for  Frost’s  detach- 
ment to  reach  that  point.  The  steamers  Eva  and  Arkansas,  being  still 
above  Yan  Buren,  were  burned  by  my  orders,  after  transferring  to 
wagons  all  their  freight  for  which  I had  transportation. 

About  dark,  artillery  firing  commenced  at  Strain’s  Landing,  between 
Frost’s  detachment,  posted  there,  and  a Federal  force  on  the  opposite 
si  de,  having  field  pieces  of  large  caliber.  It  continued  durin  g t w o hours, 
when  the  enemy  retired.  I had  now  removed  all  the  public  stores  for 
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which  I had  transportation.  My  whole  force  did  not  exceed  4,000. 
That  of  the  enemy  in  and  near  Van  Buren  was  not  less  than  7,000. 
His  cavalry,  moving  on  both  my  hanks,  might  soon  get  entirely  in  my 
rear.  I therefore  determined  to  retire  all  my  command  southward,  and 
cross  the  river  near  Clarksville,  unite  with  Fagan,  and  there  take  position. 
This  intention  was  carried  out  without  any  occurrence  that  need  be 
reported. 

I forward  herewith  the  reports  of  my  staff  officers,*  showing  the 
losses  of  public  property  at  Yan  Buren  and  Fort  Smith.  All  is  reported 
as  lost  which  was  not  actually  brought  away  by  them,  though  a con- 
siderable quantity  of  these  stores  has  since  been  recovered. 

The  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Crump  and  his  officers  commanding 
pickets,  scouts,  &c.,  is  forwarded  also.* 

I likewise  forward  herewith  Brigadier- General  Marmaduke’s  report 
of  his  expedition  into  Missouri,  under  the  order  telegraphed  him  by  me 
on  December  28. 

Respectfully, 


T.  C.  HINDMAN, 


Major-General , Commanding. 


Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


DECEMBER  28,  1862 — Evacuation  of  New  Madrid,  Mo. 

REPORTS.t 

No.  1. — Col.  Jokn  Scott,  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry,  with  communications  from 
Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Extract  from  proceedings  of  a Special  Commission,  and  letter  from  Col.  John 
Scott,  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry. 


No.  1. 

Reports  of  Col.  John  Scott , Thirty -second  loica  Infantry , with  communi- 
cations from  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies , IT.  S.  Army. 

Fort  Pillow,  January  1, 1863. 

General  : On  the  27th  ultimo,  I received  orders  to  destroy  public 
property  and  remove  the  detachment  to  Fort  Pillow.  On  the  28th  this 
was  accomplished.  I was  much  disappointed,  and  feared  you  would  be 
also ; but  the  order  was  peremptory  from  General  Davies,  and  General 
Fisk  informed  me  that  General  Davies  had  authority  from  you. 

The  detachment  is  now  here.  As  ffir  as  I can  see,  we  are  of  no  use  here. 
There  is  no  artillery  here,  and  the  works  are  much  extended.  With  a 
few  pieces  the  place  might  be  held  against  a large  force.  As  it  is,  an 
attack  from  a largely  superior  force  would  be  fatal.  I know,  of  course, 
nothing  of  the  policy  that  sent  me  here  in  such  haste.  I do  know,  how- 

* Not  found. 

t See  also  in  “Correspondence,  etc.,”  Part  II,  Curtis  to  Davies  and  Halleck,  De- 
cember 29,  1862;  to  Halleck,  December  31, 1862,  and  January  3 and  February  11,  1863, 
and  Carr  to  Curtis,  January  3, 1863.  The  post  was  reoccupied  on  or  before  December 

31,1862. 
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ever,  that  my  regiment  is  divided,  and  that  I would  be  pleased  to  have 
it  united. 

When  at  New  Madrid  and  Cape  Girardeau,  I felt  that  we  were  in  the 
same  neighborhood;  now  we  are  certainly  not  neighbors,  and  are  em- 
barrassed by  being  in  two  departments,  it  is  not  my  place  to  suggest 
either  the  when  or  the  where,  but  only  my  wish,  that,  if  consistent 
with  the  public  welfare,  it  would  be  remembered  as  a kindness  could  we 
again  be  brought  together. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SCOTT, 

Colonel  Thirty -second  lo'jea  Infantry. 


Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

Saint  Louis , Mo. 


[Indorsement.! 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  5,  1863. 

The  abandonment  of  Fort  Pillow  [New  Madrid]  must  be  punished. 
General  Carr  reports  that  he  communicated  different  orders  to  Colonel 
Scott.  He  should  have  obeyed  Carr,  not  Davies,  and  must  be  arrested. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General.  j. 


Columbus,  January  12, 1863. 
Brigadier- General  Care,  Saint  Louis:  * 

Sir  : I hear  you  have  placed  Colonel  Scott  under  arrest  for  evacu 
ating  New  Madrid. 

The  circumstances  of  the  case  were  these : Colonel  Scott  happened  1 
to  be  in  Columbus  during  the  excitement  along  the  river,  and  informa  j 
tion,  such  as  was  supposed  reliable,  reached  here  that  New  Madrid  was 
threatened  by  a very  large  [force]  under  Thomp*son  and  Jeffers ; that 
Fort  Pillow  was  in  like  manner  threatened,  as  was  true,  by  Van  Dorn. 

I called  General  Tuttle  and  General  Fisk  to  my  office,  and  we  care 
fully  looked  over  the  ground,  and  agreed  that  the  force  at  New  Madrid 
was  insufficient  to  stand  a heavy  attack,  and  the  six  pieces  (siege  guns) 
then  in  position,  if  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  would,  in  the 
present  position  of  the  army  below,  prove  almost  fatal  to  us,  we  having 
no  gunboats  or  forces  to  displace  them  immediately. 

As  a precaution,  which  we  deemed  bound  to  take,  it  was  determined 
to  evacuate  New  Madrid  and  couple  the  armament  and  re-enforce  Fort  |l 
Pillow.  I had  great  hesitancy  in  givingthe  order,  the  troops  not  being  j 
under  my  command;  but  on  the  assurance  of  General  Fisk  that  it  would  j 
be  all  right,  and  that  General  Curtis  would  approve  of  it  (not  knowing 
that  you  commanded  the  district),  I gave  the  order  to  Colonel  Scott  to  : 
evacuate  New  Madrid,  spike  the  guns  with  soft  iron,  and  destroy  the  j 
ammunition,  which,  l understand,  was  done. 

I took  the  ground  we  would  be  blamable  to  allow  any  chance,  how- 
ever remote,  to  be  embraced  by  the  enemy  to  capture  any  heavy  ord- 
nance on  the  river  at  this  particular  juncture. 

I think  the  position  is  a correct  one,  and  I hope  this  explanation  will 
relieve  Colonel  Scott,  at  least,  from  any  blame.  We  acted  according  to  | 
our  best  judgment  in  the  premises. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

THOS.  A.  DAVIES, 

Brigadier-General , Commanding. 
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Columbus,  Ky.,  January,  15,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Carr,  Saint  Louis , Mo. : 

General:  On  tbe  12tli  of  January  I wrote  you  a communication 
respecting  the  evacuation  of  New  Madrid,  and,  as  dispatches  sometimes 
miscarry,  I send  you  duplicate.* 

I have  to  add  that  the  telegram  to  General  Curtis,  iu  the  following 
words,  needs  some  explanation  : 

Colonel  Scott  sends  me  l>ack  word  to-day  that  Jeff.  Thompson  and  Jeffers  were 
within  10  miles  of  him  witli  a force ; that  he  could  not  have  held  the  place. 

Colonel  Scott  lias  since  told  me  that  he  did  not  send  me  such  a mes- 
sage, which  is,  no  doubt,  true.  It  was  brought  to  me  by  the  captain 
of  the  steamer  O’Brien,  a boat  owned  by  Government,  who  w?as  at 
Island  10  the  morning  of  the  evacuation,  who  said  that  it  was  a verbal 
message  from  Colonel  Scott.  The  boat  is  now  at  New  Madrid  deliver- 
ing supplies,  and,  when  the  captain  returns,  will  investigate  the  source 
of  information  and  send  you  a statement.  The  only  point  in  the  affair 
where  Colonel  Scott  is  in  fault,  it  seems  to  me,  was  in  not  reporting  to 
you  the  order  ; but  I am  sure,  from  the  little  knowledge  I have  of  him, 
that  such  failure  was  owing  to  ignorance  of  military  rule.  I reported 
the  order  to  Major-General  Curtis,  not  knowing  that  you  was  his  imme- 
diate commanding  officer. 

Tbe  extent  of  property  destroyed  was  six  secesh  gun  carriages  and 
platforms  and  some  secesh  ammunition,  which,  I was  informed,  had 
just  been  sent  there  from  Island  No.  10.  The  siege  guns  can  be  un- 
spiked by  a few  hours’  work. 

There  is  any  quantity  of  gun  carriages  lying  about  Columbus  and  at 
Island  10,  which  I can  send  you  to  New  Madrid  if  you  desire  at  any 
time  to  remove  the  siege  guns  at  that  place. 

I also  inclose  you  a copy  of  my  order  to  Colonel  Scott. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

THOS.  A.  DAVIES, 

Brigadier - General , Commanding . 


Washington,  D.  C.,  January  26,  1868. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  K.  Curtis, 

Saint  Louis , Mo.  : 

General  : The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  investigate  and 
leport  upon  the  facts  of  the  destruction  of  the  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores  at  New  Madrid,  and  also  report  whether  the  officer  in  command 
should  not  be  dismissed  from  the  service.  This  may  either  be  done  by 
yourself  in  person  or  by  a board  of  officers  appointed  by  you  for  that 
purpose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General  in-  Chief. 


* See  p.  174, 
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No.  2. 

Extract  from  proceedings  of  a Special  Commission , and  letter  from  Col. 

John  Scott , Thirty-second  loica  Infantry. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  A SPECIAL  COMMISSION  WHICH  CONVENED  AT  SAINT 
LOUIS,  MO.,  BY  VIRTUE  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  SPECIAL  ORDER : 

Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

INo.  30.  I Saint  Louis , February  3,  1863. 

*#####* 

VII.  Pursuant  to  authority  from  the  General-in-Chief,*  a Special  Com- 
mission is  hereby  constituted,  to  consist  of  the  following  officers,  viz  : 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  K.  Strong,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Col.  J.  L.  Geddes,  Eighth 
Iowa  Infantry;  Col.  Albert  G.  Brackett,  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  facts  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  at  New  Madrid  about  the  27th 
of  December,  1862.  The  Commission  will  also  report  as  to  the  cul- 
pability of  the  officer  or  officers  responsible,  and  whether  or  not  he  or 
they  should  be  dismissed  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  Commission  will  sit  at  such  post  or  place  as  they  shall  see  fit,  or 
will  move  from  post  to  post  as  the  necessity  of  the  service  may  require, 
and  will  sit  without  regard  to  hours. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Curtis  : 

H.  Z.  CURTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

******* 

Saint  Louis,  Mo., 
February  26,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 

Commission  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present,  all  the  mem- 
bers. The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  then  read  by  the  recorder. 

The  Commission,  after  mature  deliberation,  find  the  following  facts : 

That  on  the  28th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1862,  six  iron  siege  guns 
were  spiked  at  New  Madrid,  Mo. ; six  gun  carriages  and  platforms  were 
burned,  and  a quantity  of  ammunition  destroyed.  The  loss  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, aside  from  the  loss  of  the  ammunition,  the  value  of  which  is 
not  ascertained,  was  about  $350  or  $450.  A set  of  barracks  were  on 
the  same  day  burned  at  New  Madrid,  but  this  was  purely  the  result  of 
an  accident.  No  other  Government  property  was  destroyed. 

The  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  above  mentioned  were  destroyed 
by  men  of  the  garrison  of  New  Madrid,  under  command  of  Col.  John 
Scott,  of  the  Thirty-second  Regiment  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  com- 
manding post.  This  was  done  by  virtue  of  an  order  which  Colonel 
Scott  received  from  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies,  commanding  Dis- 
trict of  Columbus;  and  although  Colonel  Scott  was  not  under  the  direct 
command  of  Brigadier  General  Davies,  he  did  right  under  the  circum- 
stances in  obeying  Brigadier-General  Davies’  order,  and  not  only  did 
his  duty,  but  is  honorably  acquitted  of  all  blame. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  commanding  at  that 
time  the  District  of  Columbus,  gave  Col.  John  Scott  the  order,  and  is 
responsible  for  it.  The  post  at  Columbus,  he  had  good  reason  to  sup- 
pose, was  in  imminent  danger  of  capture,  by  the  rebel  forces,  and  he 
acted  the  part  of  a prudent  and  faithful  officer  in  crippling  the  arma- 

* See  Halleck  to  Curtis,  January  26, 1863,  in  “ Correspondence,  etc.,”  Part  II,  p.  175. 
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ment  at  New  Madrid,  Mo.,  and  removing  the  United  States  troops  from 
that  place  to  Fort  Pillow.  He  is  not  only  free  from  culpability,  but  is 
honorably  acquitted  of  all  blame. 

- Neither  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  nor  Col.  John 
Scott,  Thirty-second  Begiment  of  Iowa  Volunteers,  should  be  dismissed 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  transact,  the  Special  Commission 
adiourned  sine,  die . 

WM.  K.  STBONG, 

Brigadier- General  U.  S.  Volunteers , President. 
Albert  G.  Brackett,  Colonel  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry , Recorder. 


Findings  approved. 


SAML.  B.  CUBITS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Post  of  Columbus, 

Columbus , Ky.,  September  1,  1863. 

Colonel  : A Military  Commission,  of  which  Brig.  Gen.  W.  K.  Strong 
was  president,  was  convened  in  Saint  Louis  in  February  last,  by  order 
of  Major-General  Halleck,  to  investigate  as  to  the  evacuation  of  New 
Madrid  and  destruction  of  property  there  and  at  Island  No.  10. 

Grave  charges  were  preferred  against  me,  as  commanding  officer,  for 
the  evacuation  of  New  Madrid,  under  alleged  “ pretended  orders,”  and 
I was  in  arrest  for  two  months.  On  the  finding  of  .that  Commission,  I 
was  ordered  to  duty  by  General  Curtis,  but  the  finding  was  not  made 
public,  nor  has  been  to  this  time,  to  my  knowledge. 

Feeling  that  my  arrest  was  an  outrage,  and  that  the  Commission  fully 
justified  my  action,  I deem  myself  entitled  to  a copy  of  the  finding.  I 
have  applied  for  it  heretofore  in  vain. 

I respectfully  ask  that  the  major-general  commanding  the  department 
will  secure  me  a copy  of  the  finding  of  said  Commission. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SCOTT, 

Colonel  Thirty -second  Iowa  Infantry , Commanding  Post. 

Col.  John  A.  Bawlins,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


[Indorsements.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  Tennessee, 

Vicksburg,  Miss.,  September  14,  1863. 
Bespectfully  forwarded  to  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  with  the  request  that,  if  deemed  proper,  Colonel  Scott  be  fur- 
nished with  a copy  of  such  part  of  the  proceedings  as  interest  him. 

U.  S.  GBANT, 

Major-  General. 


October  3, 1863. 

I see  no  objection  to  the  Adjutant-General  furnishing  Colonel  Scott 
with  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  inquirv  in  his  case.* 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


* Copy  was  furnished. 
12  R R — VOL  XXII,  PT  I 
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DECEMBER  31,  1862-JANUARY  25,  1863. — Marmaduke’s  expedition  into 

Missouri. 

ow  tiie  pkixcipal  events. 

Dec.  31,  1862. — Marmaduke’s  command  moves  from  Lewisburg,  Ark. 

Jan.  2,  1863. — Skirmish  at  White  Spring,  Boston  Mountains,  Ark. 

6,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Fort  Lawrence,  Beaver  Station,  Mo. 

7,  1863. — Ozark,  Mo.,  captured  by  Confederate  forces. 

8,  1863. — Engagement  at  Springfield,  Mo. 

9,  1863. — Garrison  at  Hartville,  Mo.,  surrendered  to  Confederate  forces. 

11,  1863. — Engagement  at  Hartville,  Mo. 

25,  1863. — Marmaduke’s  command  reaches  Batesville,  Ark. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Missouri,  of  engagement  at  Springfield,  Mo. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  B.  Brown,  U.  S.  Army,  of  engagement  at  Springfield,  Mo.  | 
No.  3. — Brig.  Gen.  Colly  B.  Holland,  Missouri  Militia,  of  engagement  at  Springfield, 
Mo. 

No.  4. — Col.  Benjamin  Crabb,  Nineteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  of  engagement  at  Spring- 1 
field,  Mo. 

No.  5. — Brig.  Gen.  Fitz  Henry  Warren,  U.  S.  Army,  of  engagement  at  Hartville,  Mo. 
No.  6. — Lieut.  Col.  Cornelius  W.  Dunlap,  Twenty-first  Iowa  Infantry,  of  engagement 
at  Hartville,  Mo. 

No.  7. — Capt.  Milton  Burch,  Fourteenth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  of  skirmish  ! 

at  Fort  Lawrence,  Beaver  Station,  Mo. 

No.  8. — Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Marmaduke,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  expedition. 

No.  9. — Return  of  Casualties  in  Marmaduke’s  command. 

No.  10. — Col.  Joseph  O.  Shelby,  Missouri  Cavalry  (Confederate),  commanding  bri- 
gade. 

No.  11. — Col.  J.  C.  Porter,  Missouri  Cavalry  (Confederate),  commanding  brigade. 

No.  12. — Maj.  G.  W.  C.  Bennett,  MacDonald’s  Missouri  Cavalry  (Confederate). 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  TJ.  S.  Army , commanding  JDe-  I 
partment  of  the  Missouri,  of  engagement  at  Springfield , Mo. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  8,  1863. 
Rebels  came  to  outskirts  of  Springfield  at  1 o’clock,  and  immediately 
began  shelling  the  town  with  two  cannon.  Our  troops  responded  from 
fort.  Nothing  decisive.  Have  directed  General  [E.  B.]  Brown  to  hold 
out  as  long  as  possible.  At  last  accounts  the  Army  of  the  Frontier 
was  moving  east,  to  cover  Springfield. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  8,  1863. 
Fight  closed  at  dark.  We  hold  all  the  forts.  Enemy  occupy  south- 
west corner  of  town.  General  Brown  wounded  in  shoulder.  Marma- 
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duke  is  said  to  command,  and  lias  a large  force.  They  fight  for  bread. 
Our  troops  behaved  well.  Our  cavalry  made  a gallant  charge.  Expect 
the  fight  to  be  resumed  in  the  morning. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in- Chief. 


January  8, 1863 — 9 p.  m. 


General  Brown,  Springfield : 

You  and  your  troops  are  heroes.  I hope  God  will  spare  you  strength 
for  to-morrow.  I expect  a desperate  effort  early  in  the  morning.  All 
tbe  troops,  especially  the  cavalry,  should  be  ready.  Herron  started 
with  two  divisions  eastward  from  Fayetteville  on  the  ,6th.  He  will 
soon  be  behind  or  near  the  foe.  Don’t  weary  in  well  doing.  The 
eyes  of  the  country  are  on  you.  Your  general  feels  for  you  deeply. 
God  grant  you  success. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


January  12, 1863. 

General  Brown,  Springfield: 

Dispatch  of  the  11th,  via  Sedalia,  received.  Your  gallant  and  suc- 
cessful defense  of  Springfield  has  added  to  the  glory  of  the  8th  Jan- 
uary. The  troops  and  people  of  Springfield  who  participated  in  your 
efforts  have  given  imperishable  proof  of  their  loyal  devotion  to  our 
cause  and  country,  and  the  State  of  Missouri  will  cherish  your  memory. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  12,  1863. 
Governor  Gamble,  Jefferson  City , Mo. : 

All  right  in  Springfield.  The  enemy  got  nothing  but  a good  thrash- 
ing and  one  gun.  It  is  not  true  that  enrolled  militia  went  over  to  the 
enemy.  They  fought  like  heroes.  Our  troops,  700  strong,  attacked  the 
enemy  at  Hartville  Saturday,  and  drove  him  5 miles,  but  were  finally 
obliged  to  fall  back.  Rebels  will  have  to  move  fast  to  get  away  from 
some  of  my  advancing  columns.  The  telegraph  is  again  open  to  Leb- 
anon, which  we  still  hold  all  safe.  All  my  trains  are  safe.  General 
Brown  has  lost  an  arm,  and  I fear  his  wound  is  dangerous. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General . 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  B.  Brown , U.  S.  Army , of  engagement  at 

Springfield , Mo. 

Springfield,  January  8,  [1863] — 10  a.  m. 
General  : The  enemy’s  advance  is  on  James,  7 miles  from  here,  on 
the  Ozark  road.  I have  our  iron  6 and  12  pounder  guns  and  howit- 
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zers,  which  I mounted  last  night,  in  addition  to  two  brass  C pounders 
at  Fort  No.  1.  A lieutenant  of  artillery  and  some  enlisted  men  have 
been  put  in  charge  of  them.  The  convalescents  in  hospitals,  employes 
of  quartermaster,  commissary,  and  ordnance,  and  citizens  of  all  ages  are 
being  armed.  The  militia  are  coming  in,  and  by  12  o’clock  I shall  have 
2,000  men  in  arms.  The  brick  buildings  are  being  pierced  for  musketry, 
and  I shall  have  the  wooden  ones,  if  attacked.  Fifty  thousand  rations 
have  been  removed  to  the  forts.  The  trains  from  the  west  arrived  iu  j 
the  night,  and  those  coming  from  the  east  have  been  sent  back  to  Leb-  ! 
anon.  I shall  fight  as  long  as  I can,  in  hopes  re-enforcements  will  reach 
me  in  time  to  save  the  stores.  I give  you  all  my  plans,  as  I have  no 
doubt  the  enemy  is  in  force,  and  will  attack  me. 

E.  B.  BROWN. 

[Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis.] 


Springfield,  Mo.,  January  8, 1863. 


General  : Our  fight  has  been  confined  to  skirmishing  on  the  open 
ground  south  of  the  town,  and  cannonading  from  one  of  the  forts  at 
long  range.  I have  thought  best  to  await  the  attack  until  the  last  mo- 
ment, as  the  demonstration  looks  like  a feint,  while  the  real  attack  is 
reserved  for  another  point.  The  enemy  have  not  shown  over  500  in- 
fantry, two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  about  1,000  mounted  men.  Our  men 
are  behaving  well. 

E.  B.  BROWN, 

Brig  a dier- Gen  era  l. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


Springfield,  Mo.,  January  8,  1863—3  p.  m. 

The  enemy  are  crowding  the  fighting,  but  my  men  are  behaving  well. 
Rapid  musketry  firing  in  the  bush  close  to  the  town,  on  the  south.  I 
am  holding  the  strong  positions,  and  as  night  is  closing,  the  enemy 


must  fight  me 
bread. 


as  I want  to,  or  not 


to-night. 


They  are  fighting  for 


E, 


Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


B.  BROWN, 
Briaadier- General. 


General 


Springfield,  Mo.,  January  8,  1863 — 11.50  p.  m. 
The  firing  at  this  post  has  just  ceased.  The  attack  was 


made  at  10.10  this  morning.  The  fight  lasted  thirteen  hours,  under 


the  command  of  General  Marmaduke,  C.  S.  Army,  with  5,000  picked 
mounted  infantry  and  two  pieces  rifled  field  artillery,  drawn  by  ten 
horses  each. 

The  expedition  was  fitted  in  this  manner  on  the  Arkansas  River  for 
the  special  service  of  the  capture  of  Springfield,  with  its  forts  and  large 
depots  of  stores.  They  moved  with  great  rapidity,  marching  the  last 
50  miles  in  twenty-four  hours,  skirmishing  with  my  scouting  parties 
almost  the  entire  distance.  He  moved  right  up,  and  immediately  com- 
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menced  the  fight  by  cannonading  the  town  without  having  given  a 
moment’s  time  to  move  the  sick  and  the  helpless  women  and  children. 
Our  artillery  consisted  of  two  old  iron  12-pounder  howitzers,  one  iron 
6-pounder  gun  (rudely  mounted,  one  of  them  on  old  wagon  wheels  and 
without  the  ordinary  equipments  for  artillery,  hand-spikes  and  wedges 
having  to  take  the  place  of  elevating  screws),  and  two  6-pounder  brass 
guns  at  Fort  No.  1.  The  balance  of  our  force  consisted  of  the  following- 
named  commands  and  detachments  of  commands : Third  Missouri  State 
Militia  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Col.  W.  King  (453) ; Fourth  Missouri 
State  Militia  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Col.  George  H.  Hall  (289) ; 
Eighteenth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas 
Z.  Cook  (378) ; Second  Battalion  Fourteenth  Missouri  State  Militia 
Cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  John  Found  (223);  Seventy-fourth 
Regiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  commanded  by  Capt.  Green  B. 
Phillips ; 48  convalescents,  organized  by  Dr.  S.  II.  Melcher,  and  strag- 
glers commanded  by  Col.  B.  Crabb  and  Captain  McAfee  (447).  Total 
force,  2,099. 

General,  these  troops  acted  like  heroes.  I am  too  weak  from  the  loss 
of  blood  to  dictate  more. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  BROWN, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

I will  add  to  the  general’s  dispatch  that  he  was  treacherously  shot 
from  a secesh  residence,  while  leading  a charge  of  his  body  guard  when 
the  day  seemed  to  be  lost. 

JAS.  H.  STEGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces  engaged  at  Springfield,  Mo.,  January  8,  1863. 
[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  of  casualties,  returns,  &c.] 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

1 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

I 

(rfvneral  staff  _ _ 

1 

1 

18th.  Iowa  Infantry ........ 

5 

4 

42 

1 

52 

3d  Missouri  St, a, to  Militia,  Cavalry  

1 

4 

5 

4th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry 

1 

10 

11 

14th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  

3 

1 

15 

3 

22 

74th  Missouri  Enrolled  Militia  . _ 

2 

4 

46 

1 

53 

‘ ‘ Quinine  Brigade  ” * 

2 

1 

13 

16 

Citizen  Volunteers 

5 

5 

Total 

14 

11 

135 

5 

165 

* A force  (so  styled)  composed  of  convalescents  from  the  hospitals,  and  representing 
various  regiments. 
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No.  3. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen . Golly  B.  Holland , Missouri  Militia , of  engagement 

at  Springfield , Jfo. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Dist.,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia, 

Springfield , January  11,  1863. 

Colonel : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

On  the  evening  of  the  7th  instant,  Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Brown,  command- 
ing Southwestern  District  of  Missouri,  received  intelligence  from  a j 
scouting  party,  composed  of  detachments  of  the  Fourteenth  Missouri 
State  Militia  and  Seventy-third  Regiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  I 
under  command  of  Captain  [M.]  Burch,  that  a large  force  of  the  enemy,  I 
said  to  be  6,000  strong,  under  command  of  General  Marmaduke,  were  j 
moving  on  Lawrence’s  Mill,  Taney  County,  from  Dubuque,  Ark.,  with 
the  intention  of  attacking  this  place,  to  capture  the  depot  of  arms  and 
stores,  and  to  destroy  all  communication  with  the  Army  of  the  Frontier 
and  Saint  Louis. 

Immediately  orders  were  dispatched  by  me  to  Colonel  [J.  W.]  Johnson, 
Twenty-sixth  Regiment;  Colonel  [Henry]  Sheppard,  Seventy-second  ! 
Regiment;  Colonel  [Marcus]  Boyd,  Seventy-fourth  Regiment  Enrolled 
Missouri  Militia,  to  call  in  all  their  furloughed  men  and  concentrate  1 
them  immediately  at  this  post;  also  to  detached  companies  in  Dade  and 
Lawrence  Counties. 

In  the  course  of  the  night  information  was  received  confirming  the 
report  of  the  enemy’s  advance.  At  daylight  on  the  8th,  the  troops 
stationed  at  Ozark  arrived,  reporting  the  enemy  had  arrived  and  burned 
their  post,  and  by  10  a.  ra.  our  jiickets  were  attacked,  and  he  appeared  J 
on  the  edge  of  the  prairie  southeast  of  town. 

The  enemy  at  once  planted  his  battery  and  commenced  firing  upon 
the  town  and  Fort  No.  4,  commanding  the  approach  from  the  south ; 
while  the  cavalry,  consisting  of  detachments  of  the  Third,  Fourth,  and  I 
Fourteenth  Missouri  State  Militia,  were  formed  on  the  left  of  the  fort,  3 
and  charged  on  the  enemy’s  right. 

General  Brown  formed  his  line  of  battle,  with  detachments  of  cavalry 
on  the  left,  southeast  of  town,  a detachment  of  the  Eighteenth  Iowa 
Infantry  on  their  right,  Fort  No.  4,  mounting  two  guns,  garrisoned 
with  Company  C,  Colonel  Boyd’s  Seventy-fourth  Regiment  Enrolled 
Missouri  Militia,  Captain  [G.  B.]  Phillips,  and  convalescent  soldiers, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  [J.]  Hoffman,  of  the  First  Missouri  Artillery, 
connected  with  the  Army  of  the  Frontier,  and  a brick  college,  inclosed 
on  three  sides  with  palisades,  used  for  a military  prison,  being  the  cen- 
ter; Colonel  Sheppard’s  regiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  Infantry 
to  the  right  of  the  college,  flanked  on  his  right  by  detachments  of  cav- 
alry, with  Fort  No.  1 about  one-half  mile  to  the  rear,  being  the  extreme 
right,  which  was  garrisoned  by  the  Eighteenth  Iowa  and  citizens. 

The  skirmishing  with  cavalry  on  our  left,  with  artillery  firing,  con- 
tinued with  but  trifling  loss  until  2 p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  extended  his 
left,  and  advanced  his  right  and  whole  line  toward  Fort  No.  4.  After 
some  sharp  fighting,  he  was  repulsed  from  the  fort,  but  succeeded  in 
capturing  one  piece  of  artillery,  which,  in  charge  of  a small  detachment  J 
of  the  Eighteenth  Iowa,  was  advanced  too  far  to  the  front,  the  horses 
being  killed  and  the  men  compelled  to  retire  with  heavy  loss.  Upon 
the  repulse  from  Fort  No.  4,  the  enemy  combined  his  attack  upon  our 
right  wing,  composed  of  Colonel  Sheppard’s  regiment,  when  the  hardest 
and  most  decisive  fighting  of  the  day  took  place.  This  regiment  main- 
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tained  its  ground  for  more  than  an  hour  against  overwhelming  num- 
bers of  the  enemy’s  whole  infantry,  assisted  by  three  pieces  of  artillery. 
The  two  guns  from  Fort  No.  4 played  upon  the  enemy  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  time  with  considerable  effect. 

Colonel  Sheppard  was  compelled  to  fall  back  in  the  direction  of  Fort 
No.  1,  taking  advantage  of  the  scattered  houses  to  continue  the  fight  as 
they  retired.  After  falling  back  some  300  yards,  they  were  rallied,  and 
made  a spirited  charge  upon  the  enemy,  driving  them  back  south  of  the 
Fayetteville  road,  being  assisted  on  their  left  by  a detachment  of  Iowa 
troops,  under  Col.  B.  Crabb. 

The  enemy  succeeded  in  gaining  possession  of  the  college  building,  a 
strong  position,  enabling  their  sharpshooters  to  check  our  farther  ad- 
vance until  night  closed  the  contest. 

Late  in  the  day,  Maj . A.  C.  Graves,  of  my  staff,  brigade  commissary,  who 
was  acting  as  aide-de-camp,  was  mortally  wounded,  shot  by  a musket 
ball  in  left  breast;  Lieut.  D.  J.  McCrosky,  Company  A,  Seventy  sec- 
ond Regiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  killed  ; Maj.  John  Hornbeak 
wounded  in  arm  ; Lieut.  W.  F.  Lane,  Company  E,  Seventy-second  Regi- 
ment, leg  broken;  Sergeants  Burling  and  Campbell  killed,  and  Sergeant 
Rainey  mortally  wounded. 

Annexed  in  hand  is  a statement  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of 
my  command.* 

I take  pleasure  in  reporting  the  valuable  aid  afforded  me  by  members 
of  my  staff  on  the  field,  Majors  Sheppard,  Bishop,  Graves,  and  Clarke ; 
also  volunteer  aide,  Lieutenant  Matthews,  of  Eighth  Missouri  Cavalry 
Volunteers. 

I am  proud  to  report  the  bravery  of  my  command,  being  raw  troops, 
who  have  been  greatly  maligned  by  enemies  of  the  Union  and  some 
politicians  of  the  State,  and  can  assure  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  their 
readiness  to  defend  the  Constitution  and  support  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  and  this  State,  not  only  with  words,  but  by  the  sacri- 
fice of  their  lives,  as  they  have  so  abundantly  proved  by  their  conduct 
on  the  now  still  more  memorable  day — the  8th  of  January. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  B.  HOLLAND, 

Brig.  Gen.,  Comdg.  Fourth  Fist .,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 

Col.  William  D.  Wood, 

Acting  Adjutant- General,  Missouri. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Col.  Benjamin  Crabb , Nineteenth  Iowa  Infantry , of  engagement 

at  Springfield , Mo. 

Headquarters  Southwestern  District  of  Missouri, 

Springfield , Mo.,  January  10,  1863. 
General  : Owing  to  the  illness  of  General  Brown,  and  by  his  request, 
I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  an  engagement  at 
this  place,  on  the  8th  instant,  between  the  Federal  forces,  commanded 
by  Brigadier- General  Brown,  and  a rebel  force,  under  the  command  of 
General  Marmaduke : 

On  Wednesday,  the  7th  instant,  about  3 p.  m.,  General  Brown  re- 
ceived the  first  information  that  the  enemy,  estimated  from  4,000  to 
6,000  strong,  had  forced  our  troops  to  abandon  Lawrence’s  Mill ; that 


* See  revised  statement,  p.  181, 
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they  had  burned  the  mill  and  block-house  there,  and  were  rapidly  ap- 
proaching this  place  by  the  way  of  Ozark. 

Not  having  a force  sufficient  at  that  place  to  contend  with  the  enemy, 
they  were  ordered  to  fall  back  on  this  place,  with  instructions  to  destroy 
what  Government  property  they  could  not  carry  with  them,  which  order 
was  promptly  executed. 

The  enemy  entered  Ozark  a few  minutes  after  our  forces  had  evacu- 
ated it.  They  destroyed  the  block-house,  and  then  continued  their 
march  on  this  place.  Messengers  were  dispatched  to  the  various  sta-  I 
tions  around  Springfield  to  send  in  re- enforcements,  and  the  Enrolled 
Missouri  Militia  was  ordered  into  service. 

The  night  of  the  7th  was  spent  in  making  preparations  to  meet  the  j 
enemy.  Under  the  supervision  of  Lieutenant  [J.]  Hoffman,  of  Backoffs 
First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  two  12-pounder  iron  howitzers  and  one  i 
6-pounder  piece  were  mounted  on  wheels,  as  temporary  carriages,  taken  \ 
to  the  blacksmith  shop,  repaired,  and  rolled  into  the  fort,  No.  4,  by  day-  j 
light  of  the  8th  instant. 

Dr.  S.  H.  Melcher  mustered  some  300  convalescents  from  the  various 
hospitals,  who  were  armed  and  equipped ; also  near  100  soldiers,  who 
had  recently  been  discharged  from  the  same,  under  command  of  Cap- 
tain  McAfee,  were  armed,  and  many  loyal  citizens  turned  out  willingly,  J 
and  were  armed,  to  fight  in  the  defense  of  their  homes. 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  about  200  or  300  of  the  j 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  reported  for  duty.  Scouting  parties  were 
sent  to  the  south  and  southeast,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
whereabouts  of  the  enemy  and  report  their  movements.  At  10  a.  m.  j 
of  the  8th,  the  scouts  and  pickets  on  the  south  of  the  town  were  fired 
upon,  and  driven  in  by  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  They  wrere  soon  ; 
discovered,  some  2 or  3 miles  off*,  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  advanc-  j 
ing  slowly  across  the  prairie  from  the  direction  of  Ozark.  About  one-  j 
half  of  their  command  was  dismounted,  acted  as  infantry,  supporting  a 
battery  of  some  three  pieces  of  artillery  (one  piece  rifled),  which  formed  - 
their  center,  while  their  right  and  left  wings  were  formed  of  heavy  j 
bodies  of  cavalry. 

In  this  manner,  with  skirmishers  and  sharpshooters  thrown  forward,  j 
they  advanced  steadily  and  slowly,  occasionally  halting  and  firing  shot  jj| 
from  their  rifled  piece,  apparently  trying  the  range  and  feeling  their  way.  ■! 
The  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  [W.]  King,  Third  Missouri  j 
State  Militia,  and  Colonel  [G.  H.J  Hall,  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia,  | 
were  ordered  forward  to  meet  the-  advancing  foe.  By  order,  several  ,i 
houses  were  burned  south  of  the  fort,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  occu-  j| 
pying  them,  and  that  the  artillerymen  and  riflemen  in  the  fort  could 
have  an  unobstructed  view  of  their  approach.  As  the  enemy  continued 
to  advance,  the  firing  became  more  frequent.  Our  artillery  opened  fire 
upon  them  as  soon  as  they  came  within  range  of  our  guns.  Our  cavalry 
gradually  retired  within  supporting  distance  of  the  fort.  The  artillery  ] 
and  riflemen  in  the  fort  drove  back  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters.  The  |l 
firing  gradually  increased  until  about  1 p.  in.,  when  the  forces  on  both  | 
sides  were  fiercely  engaged. 

Colonel  King  was  ordered  to  charge  with  his  regiment  the  enemy’s  | 
right.  He  drove  them  back,  when  they  turned  their  artillery  and  I 
sharpshooters  upon  him.  At  this  time  Colonel  Hall,  with  the  Fourth  I 
Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  by  order,  moved  forward  and  engaged  J 
their  center,  fighting  with  coolness  and  bravery,  entitling  them  to  high 
honor. 

The  cavalry  being  exposed  in  the  open  field  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  ’ 
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artillery  and  infantry,  and  fearful  they  would  be  cut  to  pieces,  they 
were  ordered  to  retire  under  protection  of  the  fort,  which  order  was  exe- 
cuted promptly  and  in  good  order,  bringing  with,  them  their  wounded. 
The  enemy  threw  forward  a regiment  of  cavalry  on  our  left,  which 
was  promptly  checked  by  the  Second  Battalion  Fourteenth  Missouri 
State  Militia  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pound. 
Meantime  the  enemy  were  busy  with  their  artillery  throwing  shot  and 
shell  at  the  fort  and  into  the  houses  occupied  by  our  troops.  Our  artil- 
lery, before  mentioned,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Hoffman,  and  one 
field  piece,  under  command  of  Captain  Landis,  Eighteenth  Iowa  Infantry, 
were  driving  back  the  enemy’s  center 5 but  the  firing  from  the  guns  in- 
side the  fort,  though  well  aimed,  was  not  sufficiently  rapid,  owing  to 
their  being  manned  by  volunteers,  with  only  5 artillery  soldiers  at  the 
three  pieces. 

The  enemy  about  2 p.  m.  massed  their  forces  and  advanced  on  our 
center  and  right.  Captain  [ J.  A.]  Landis,  with  his  piece  of  artillery,  was 
ordered  to  advance  to  the  front  and  right  of  the  fort,  which  order  he 
promptly  executed.  He  was  supported  by  parts  of  three  companies  of 
the  Eighteenth  Iowa,  under  their  respective  commanders,  Captains  [W. 
R.]  Blue,  [J.]  Yan  Meter,  and  [W.]  Stonaker.  This  piece  of  artillery, 
owing  to  some  mistake  in  the  delivery  of  the  order,  was  placed  in  a very 
exposed  position.  The  enemy,  perceiving  this,  made  a desperate  charge 
upon  it  with  overwhelming  numbers,  killing  the  horses  and  driving  back 
the  support ; captured  it  after  a hard  and  bloody  contest.  Captains  Blue 
and  Yan  Meter  fell,  mortally  wounded,  and  Captain  Landis  and  many  of 
their  brave  comrades  fell,  severely  wounded,  while  some  were  killed. 

It  was  now  between  2 and  3 p.  m.  The  enemy  h,ad  captured  one 
piece  of  artillery  ; at  the  same  time  had  taken  possession  of  an  unfin- 
ished stockade  fort  that  had  been  used  as  a prison,  and  were  pressing 
hard  on  our  center  and  right.  The  “ Quinine  Brigade,”  which  was 
placed  under  my  command,  and  which  up  to  this  time  was  stationed 
in  various  brick  buildings  in  and  around  the  center  of  town,  was  ordered 
to  move  to  the  front  and  attack  the  enemy.  I had  the  honor  to  lead 
them  in  person,  assisted  by  Lieutenants  [R.]  Boot,  of  the  Nineteenth 
Iowa;  [S.  A.]  Wilson,  Eighteenth  Iowa,  and  [W.  F.]  Bodenhammer, 
Twenty-fourth  Missouri  Yolunteers. 

We  advanced  to  the  front  and  west  of  the  fort,  and  took  a position 
behind  a fence  and  about  50  to  75  yards  from  the  rebels,  who  were  like- 
wise posted  behind  fences  and  in  and  around  a house  to  our  front. 
After  fighting  for  nearly  one  hour,  the  enemy  gave  way  and  fled  precipi- 
tately from  this  part  of  the  field. 

In  the  mean  time  they  were  making  strong  efforts  to  turn  our  right, 
and,  after  being  driven  from  our  center,  threw  their  main  force  forward 
for  that  purpose,  .when  they  were  met  by  the  Seventy-second  Regiment 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Sheppard;  the 
“Quinine  Brigade,”  under  the  command  of  Lieutenants  Root,  Wilson,  and 
Bodenhammer  and  Captain  [C.  B.]  McAfee,  who  repulsed  them.  There 
were  also  engaged  at  this  time  the  Third  and  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia 
Cavalry  and  the  Second  Battalion  Fourteenth  Missouri  State  Militia,  and 
five  companies  of  the  Eighteenth  Iowa,  two  of  which  had  recently  come  to 
our  support,  under  the  command  of  Captain  [W.  H.]  Evans.  The  enemy 
had  gained  possession  of  several  houses,  and  were  pouring  into  our  ranks 
volley  after  volley  of  musketry  while  they  were  endeavoring  to  dislodge 
them.  The  cause  became  desperate ; the  enemy  were  pressing  hard  upon 
our  brave  men,  and  they  were  yielding  before  the  overwhelming  numbers 
brought  against  them,  when  General  Brown  and  staff  rode  forward  to 
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encourage  them,  when  be  was  treacherously  shot  from  a bouse  by  some 
bidden  foe,  and  fell  from  bis  borse.  lie  immediately  remounted,  but 
was  unable  to  remain  in  bis  saddle,  and  was  carried  off  the  field. 

This  was  about  4 p.  m.,  when  I received  an  order  from  tbe  general  to 
take  command,  which  I immediately  complied  with.  Tbe  fighting  at  ; 
this  time  was  bard.  It  was  one  continual  roar  of  musketry  and  artillery. 
The  enemy  bad  advanced  to  a point  beyond  tbe  range  of  the  small-arms  i 
of  the  fort ; but  tbe  artillery  continued  to  pour  a heavy  fire  of  shot  and 
shell  into  their  midst,  which  would  cause  them  to  falter,  but  they  would 
again  and  again  rally.  Tbe  stockade  fort,  which  they  bad  previously  j 
taken  possession  of,,  gave  them  great  protection,  and  in  and  around  , 
which  they  would  mass  their  forces,  and  from  which  they  would  make  | 
their  charges.  They  would  drive  our  men,  and  then  in  turn  be  driven 
back. 

A little  after  5 o’clock  they  made  the  most  desperate  effort  that  they  I 
had  made  during  the  day  to  drive  back  our  forces  by  throwing  their  | 
whole  force  upon  our  center  and  right  wing,  but  mainly  upon  the  center. 

A part  of  the  Seventy- second  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  Fourth  Mis-  , 
souri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (dismounted),  the  Second  Battalion  Four- 
teenth Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (dismounted),  part  of  five  com- 
panies of  the  Eighteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  the  u Quinine  Brigade,”  , 
amounting,  in  all,  to  about  800  men,  had  to  oppose  the  major  part  of  the 
rebel  army,  amounting  to  three  or  four  times  their  own  number ; but  our  | 
troops  met  them  promptly,  and  fought  them  most  gallantly  for  nearly 
one-half  hour,  when  a part  of  our  lines  began  to  give  back. 

At  this  critical  time,  an  officer  commanding  a company  in  the  Second  j 
Battalion  Fourteenth  Missouri  State  Militia,  ordered  his  men  to  horse 
(as  I was  afterward  informed),  and  the  whole  battalion  came  running 
in  great  confusion  to  the  rear,  and  took  to  horse.  I tried  in  vain  to  rally 
them  ; they  seemed  panic-stricken.  This  caused  a partial  giving  way 
among  the  other  troops.  I had  no  difficulty  in  rallying  them,  and  they  i 
went  again  into  the  fight. 

It  was  now  near  dark,  and  the  enemy  were  making  an  additional  dem- 
onstration on  our  left.  By  this  time  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pound,  com-  i 
manding,  had  succeeded  in  reforming  the  Second  Battalion  Fourteenth 
Missouri  State  Militia.  I ordered  him  to  advance  on  the  enemy’s  right, 
which  order  he  promptly  executed.  The  enemy  fired  but  a few  rounds, 
and  again  retired,  leaving  us  in  full  possession  of  this  part  of  the  field.  I 

Five  additional  companies  of  the  Eighteenth  Iowa,  under  the  com- 
mand  of  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Z.  Cook,  came  to  the  rescue,  whoopiug  and 
cheering,' which  gave  fresh  courage  to  our  brave  men,  who  immediately 
drove  the  enemy  before  them  and  back  into  the  stockade  fort.  Colonel 
Cook’s  troops  arrived  too  late  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  engagement. 
Darkness  coming  on,  the  firing  gradually  ceased,  after  which  all  was 
quiet,  save  an  occasional  firing  from  the  artillery.  The  enemy,  under 
cover  of  the  darkness,  withdrew  from  the  field,  carrying  away  part  of  ! 
their  dead  and  wounded.  I expected  them  to  renew  the  attack  on  the 
following  morning. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  they  appeared  in  full  force  to  the  east, 
and  about  1 mile  from  town.  Preparations  were  made  to  receive  them. 

A cavalry  force  was  sent  forward  to  engage  them  and  check  their  ad- 
vance ; but  they  declined  another  engagement  and  retired  in  haste.  We 
did  not  have  a sufficient  force  to  pursue  them.  We  did  not  have  at  any 
one  time  during  the  day  more  than  900  to  1,000  men  engaged.  The 
enemy  had  some  4,000  men,  under  the  command  of  General  Marmaduke, 
[Colonels]  Shelby,  Gordon,  Gilkey,  Elliott,  MacDonald,  and  others,  with 
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three  pieces  of  artillery,  who  came  with  the  full  expectation  of  an  easy 
conquest.  They  had  invited  their  friends  in  the  country  to  come  and 
bring  their  wagons,  promising  them  all  the  booty  they  could  carry  5 but, 
thanks  to  a kind  Providence,  brave  hearts,  and  strong  arms,  they  were 
most  signally  defeated  in  their  designs  of  plunder. 

The  Seventy-second  Regiment,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  under  the 
command  of  Col.  Henry  Sheppard,  fought  well  and  faithfully  during 
the  entire  contest.  Companies  A,  C,  F,  G,  and  H,  of  the  Eighteenth 
Iowa,  numbering  156  men,  fought  as  Iowa  boys  know  how  to  fight. 
Their  heavy  loss  and  bloody  record  is  proof  of  their  valor.  The  “ Qui- 
nine Brigade,”  made  up  of  men  from  Iowa,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  and  other 
States,  fought  like  heroes,  Spartans,  and  veterans,  as  their  respective 
commanders  report.  All  the  troops,  with  but  few  exceptions,  did  their 
duty. 

I cannot  forbear  to  say  that  to  the  vigilance  of  General  Brown,  his 
promptness  in  preparing  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  to  his  coolness,  cour- 
age, and  personal  supervision  of  the  troops  in  battle,  while  under  his 
command,  we  are  in  a great  measure  indebted  for  our  success.  He  has 
by  his  conduct  endeared  himself  to  those  under  his  command. 

Lieut.  Richard  Root,  Company  K,  Nineteenth  Iowa,  who  arrived  dur- 
ing the  fight ; Lieut.  S.  A.  Wilson,  Company  I,  Eighteenth  Iowa  ; Cap- 
tain McAfee  and  Lieutenant  Bodenhammer,  who  were  in  command  of 
the  u Quinine  Brigade ; ” Capt.  W.  H.  Evans,  of  Company  F,  Eighteenth 
Iowa ; Hr.  Whitney,  of  the  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  who 
took  a gun  and  fought,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wynes,  post  chaplain,  who, 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  assisted  in  removing  the  wounded  from  the 
battle-field,  deserve  great  praise  for  their  gallant  conduct  during  the 
engagement. 

I am  under  many  obligations  to  Major  Steger  and  Lieutenants  Campion 
and  Blodgett,  members  of  General  Brown’s  staff,  for  the  efficient  service 
they  rendered  me.  There  are  many  other  officers  and  men  deserving 
of  honorable  mention. 

We  lost  34  killed,  144  wounded,  and  4 missing,  making  a total  of 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of  1G2.#  The  enemy’s  loss  cannot  be 
definitely  ascertained.  Their  own  estimates  of  their  losses  range  from 
200  to  300  killed  and  wounded.  Among  their  slain  is  a major. 

We  captured  several  prisoners,  and  among  them  are  2 commissioned 
officers.  We  buried  a part  of  their  dead,  and  have  some  60  to  80  of 
their  wounded  to  take  care  of. 

I send  herewith  attached  a detailed  report  of  the  killed,  &c. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  CRABB, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


No.  5. 

Reports  of  Brig . Gen.  Fitz  Henry  Warren , TJ.  S.  Army , of  engagement  at 

Hartville,  Mo. 

Headquarters, 

Houston , Mo.,  January  12,  1863 — 5 a.  m. 
My  force  of  1,000  men  attacked  Marmaduke’s  column,  1,500  strong,  7 
miles  west  of  Hartville,  toward  Springfield  (2  a.  m.,  January  11).  The 


* But  see  revised  statement,  i>.  181. 
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enemy  were  repulsed,  and  retreated  upon  Hartville,  where  the  rebels 
were  re-enforced  by  Porter,  Burbridge,  and  Greene,  3,500  strong,  with 
five  pieces  of  artillery.  They  had  a most  obstinate  fight,  until  sunset, 
when  our  force  fell  back  toward  Lebanon  in  perfect  order.  Our  losses 
are  heavy,  but  the  enemy’s  much  greater.  Captain  [G.  D.]  Bradway,  of 
Company  E,  Third  Missouri  Cavalry,  is  the  only  officer  reported  killed. 
I move  toward  Hartville  at  6 o’clock  this  morning,  with  500  men  and 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  although  barely  able  to  keep  my  saddle.  The 
infantry  in  wagons.  Our  artillery,  under  Lieutenant  [William]  Wald- 
schmidt,  did  fine  execution,  while  the  enemy’s  was  badly  served,  and  did 
us  but  little  damage.  Colonel  Merrill,  of  the  Twenty-first  Iowa,  was 
wounded.  I can  give  no  further  particulars  of  casualties. 

FITZ  HENRY  WARREN, 

Brigadier - General. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Saint  Louis , Mo. 


Headquarters, 
Houston , Mo.,  January  14, 1863. 

The  battle  at  Hartville  is  developed  into  a brilliant  victory.  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel [C.  W.]  Dunlap,  with  a portion  of  the  Twenty-first  Iowa, 
held  the  field  two  hours  after  the  enemy  retreated,  and  Lieutenant  [F.] 
Dale,  of  same  regiment,  with  17  men,  bivouacked  on  the  fighting-ground, 
and  received  the  flags  of  truce  in  the  morning.  [J.  C.l  Porter  is  reported 
dead  of  his  wounds.  Colonels  Hinkle  [?]  and  [G.  W.J  Thompson,  Major 
[George  R.]  Kirtley,  Captain  [C.  M.]  Turpin,  and  2 lieutenants  are  killed, 
and  Captain  [L.  J.]  Crocker  and  2 other  captains  wounded.  We  cap- 
tured 2 surgeons,  1 lieutenant,  and  38  privates.  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Dunlap  and  Lieutenant  [J.  H.]  Alexander,  of  the  Twenty-first  Iowa,  are 
wounded,  in  addition  to  those  already  reported.  Colonel  [S.]  Merrill  and 
command  are  within  10  miles  of  camp.  The  whole  force  will  be  concen- 
trated to-day. 

General  Marmaduke  sends  this  message  by  a citizen  prisoner : “ Tell 
General  Warren  his  men  fought  like  tigers” — a generous  tribute  to  as 
brave  soldiers  as  ever  bore  muskets. 


FITZ  HENRY  WARREN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Saint  Louis , Mo. 


Headquarters, 
Houston , Mo.,  January  14,  1863. 

All  information  by  scouting  parties  sent  out  confirms  me  in  the  opin- 
ion expressed  yesterday,  that  the  enemy  are  in  rapid  retreat  toward 
Arkansas.  The  force  at  Hartville  consisted  of  three  brigades,  General 
Marmaduke  in  command,  with  from  4,000  to  5,000  men.  Their  loss  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  will  not  fall  below  250  or  300,  including 
Brig.  Gen.  [Colonel]  Emmett  MacDonald  killed,  and  Porter  badly 
wounded.  The  conduct  of  our  officers  and  men  was  admirable. 


FITZ  HENRY  WARREN, 

Brigadier - General. 


Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Saint  Louis , Mo. 
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Headquarters, 
Houston , Mo.,  January  16,  1863. 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  force 
against  the  combined  troops  of  General  Marmaduke  and  [Colonel] 
MacDonald  and  Colonel  Porter. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  a copy  of  the  telegram  from  Brigadier- 
General  Brown,  commanding  at  Springfield,  January  9,  informing  Major- 
General  Curtis  of  the  advance  of  a column  of  6,000  rebels  toward  Spring- 
field,  I ordered  Colonel  [S.]  Merrill,  of  the  Twenty-first  Iowa,  senior 
officer,  to  move  with  700  men— infantry,  cavalry,  and  one  section  of 
artillery — by  a forced  march  to  Springfield,  to  report  to  the  command- 
ing officer  there.  My  own  health  incapacitated  me  from  the  fatigue  of 
the  expedition.  For  greater  speed  and  progress,  I sent  with  them  a 
heavy  transportation  train  for  use  of  the  infantry. 

They  reached  Hartville  at  6 a.  m.  Saturday,  and  learned  that  Porter’s 
column  had  passed  through,  taking  the  Marshfield  road.  Here  Colonel 
Merrill  was  re-enforced  by  180  men  of  the  Third  Iowa  and  Third  Mis- 
souri Cavalry,  under  command  of  Captain  [T.  G.]  Black,  Third  Missouri 
Cavalry,  sent  by  me  to  overtake  and  join  them.  The  command  pushed 
on  some  miles  toward  Springfield,  and  halted  for  supper  and  rest  on 
Wood’s  Fork. 

No  indications  of  the  enemy  were  observed  until  reveille  was  sounded 
at  2 o’clock  Sunday  morning,  when  our  scouts  reported  the  advance 
of  a heavy  column  in  the  direction  of  Springfield.  Our  position  was  a 
most  unfavorable  one,  being  an  open  space  on  the  margin  of  the  river, 
with  high  swells  of  ground,  covered  with  timber  and  brush,  surround- 
ing. The  command  was  thrown  into  line  of  battle,  and  skirmishers 
sent  out  to  dispute  the  advance. 

Brisk  firing  was  kept  up  for  an  hour,  during  which  Captain  [G.  D.] 
Bradway,  Company  E,  Third  Missouri  Cavalry,  was  killed,  when  the 
enemy  fell  back  in  a southerly  direction.  This  was  a most  favorable 
movement  for  us.  Had  they  made  a stand  with  their  combined  forces, 
they  would  have  completely  enveloped  the  command  and  cut  them  to 
pieces. 

Sending  out  a pursuing  force  of  cavalry,  Colonel  [S.]  Merrill  resumed 
his  march  on  the  Hartville  road,  and  soon  discovered  that  the  rebel 
force  was  swinging  round  and  moving  on  Hartville  by  the  old  Spring- 
field  road.  The  cavalry  were  promptly  ordered  to  a trot  and  the  artil- 
lery thrown  to  the  front,  while  the  infantry  came  up  on  double-quick 
in  gallant  style.  Colonel  Merrill’s  dispositions  were  made  with  great 
judgment  and  coolness.  The  artillery  took  position  on  a favorable  eleva- 
tion west  of  the  court-house ; the  Ninety-ninth  Illinois  formed  the  right, 
flanked  on  the  left  by  the  Twenty-first  Iowa,  both  in  a cover  of  low 
brush,  while  the  left,  conqiosed  of  detachments  of  the  Third  Iowa  and 
Third  Missouri  Cavalry,  dismounted,  extended  in  an  attenuated  line  on 
the  Lebanon  road,  also  screened  by  a sparse  undergrowth. 

Our  artillery  opened  fire  at  11  o’clock.  The  position  of  their  troops 
was,  1,000  thrown  out  3J  miles  on  the  Houston  road;  1,000  held  the 
lower  approach  from  Springfield ; 1,000  rested  on  the  Gasconade,  south 
of  town,  covered  by  a high  bluff,  while  2,500  to  3,000  were  in  the  open 
field  in  front  of  our  lines,  and  occupying  the  court-house  and  the  dwell- 
ings of  the  town.  Their  artillery  (five  pieces)  was  in  battery  on  a high 
bluff  east  of  town,  and  to  occupy  it  they  used  a road  cut  out  by  my 
order  for  the  same  purpose  during  my  former  occupancy  of  Hartville. 

The  officers  in  command  were  General  Marmaduke  and  [Colonel]  Mac 
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Donald,  and  Colonels  Porter,  Thompson,  Burbridge,  Bhelby,  Hinkle  [?],  j 
Jeffers,  and  Campbell. 

The  battle  opened  after  the  fire  of  artillery  by  a charge  of  Jeffers’ ! 
cavalry,  700  strong,  on  our  whole  line.  The  infantry,  lying  flat,  held 
themselves  with  great  coolness  until  the  line  was  in  easy  range,  when 
they  fired  with  great  accuracy  and  threw  the  whole  force  into  utter 
confusion. 

Prom  this  time  until  4.30  o’clock  the  firing  was  incessant ; but  smaller  j 
bodies  of  men  were  brought  out,  and  although  at  times  both  flanks 
and  the  center  were  heavily  pressed,  no  large  columns  were  moved  up. 
Our  men  held  their  cover  and  did  fine  execution,  while  the  artillery  j 
shelled  the  enemy  from  the  court  and  other  houses. 

At  this  time,  3 p.  m.,  had  we  had  a reserve  of  500  men  we  could  have 
broken  their  line  and  compelled  their  retreat  in  disorder ; but  every 
man  was  required  to  hold  our  only  avenue  of  retreat,  the  Lebanon 
road,  where  our  communication  was  constantly  threatened.  The  enemy 
commenced  falling  back,  as  I am  informed  by  Lieutenant  [J.  D.]  Brown, 
Third  Iowa  Cavalry  (taken  prisoner  while  reconnoitering  at  Wood’s 
Pork  during  the  first  fight),  at  3 o’clock,  and  the  retreat  became  general 
at  twilight. 

In  the  mean  time,  our  artillery  ammunition  being  nearly  spent,  Colo- 
nel Merrill,  ignorant  of  their  movement,  ordered  the  detachments  to 
fall  back  on  the  Lebanon  road,  which  they  did  in  perfect  order  with 
their  whole  transportation,  losing  not  even  a musket  or  a cartridge-box. 

Our  loss,  as  by  statement  appended  herewith,  is  7 killed,  64  wounded, 
5 prisoners,  and  2 missing.  Theirs  is  larger  in  men  and  officers.  Prom 
subsequent  details,  I am  satisfied  it  will  exceed  300  in  killed  and 
wounded,  besides  2 lieutenants  and  27  privates  prisoners.  Among  the 
killed,  whose  bodies  were  recognized  at  Hartville,  are  Brig.  Gen.  [Colonel] 
Emmett  MacDonald,  Colonels  Thompson  and  Hinkle  [?],  Major  Kir tley, 
Captain  Turpin,  and  two  lieutenants  (names  not  known),  Colonel  Por- 
ter, mortally  wounded  (since  dead),  Captain  Crocker,  well  known  in  West- 
ern Missouri,  and  two  other  captains  severely  wounded.  One  piece  of 
their  artillery  was  dismounted  and  abandoned.  They  retreated  toward 
Houston,  but  on  Monday  changed  their  direction  and  moved  rapidly 
south  to  the  North  Pork  of  White  River,  at  the  mouth  of  Indian  Creek, 
where  they  paroled  and  released  Lieutenant  Brown  and  other  prisoners. 

General  Marmaduke  several  times  on  the  march  expressed  his  wonder 
at  the  bravery  of  our  troops,  repeating,  “Why,  lieutenant,  your  boys 
fought  like  devils!”  I cannot  sufficiently  express  my  admiration  of 
their  conduct.  The  Twenty-first  Iowa  and  Ninety-ninth  Illinois  were 
never  before  under  fire,  yet  not  a single  man  or  officer  flinched.  Noth- 
ing could  have  been  finer  than  their  steadiness  and  discipline.  The 
Third  Iowa  and  Third  Missouri  Cavalry  are  equally  cool  and  deter- 
mined, but  they  have  before  seen  dangerous  service.  Where  all  were 
so  brave,  I am  embarrassed  to  distribute  commendation.  To  Colonel 
Merrill,  in  command  of  the  force,  I am  under  high  obligations  for  his 
prudent  firmness  and  good  disposition.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dunlap, 
Twenty-first  Iowa,  was  conspicuous,  much  exposed,  and  wounded.  He 
is  worthy  of  high  praise.  Lieutenant-Colonel  [L.]  Parke,  commanding 
Ninety-ninth  Illinois,  and  Major  [E.  A.]  Crandall,  of  the  same  corps, 
won  honor  and  did  their  whole  duty.  Major  [G.]  Duffield,  commanding 
the  cavalry  force,  is  also  to  be  mentioned  in  warm  terms ; but  Captain 
[T.  G.]  Black,  in  command  of  the  Third  Missouri  Cavalry,  made  himself 
a most  enviable  reputation.  Thirteen  shot-holes  in  his  coat  sufficiently 
indicate  where  he  was — in  the  hottest  of  the  fire.  I respectfully  com- 
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mend  him  to  your  attention  and  that  of  Governor  Gamble,  for  one  of 
the  vacant  field  commissions  in  his  regiment,  which  he  has  so  nobly 
earned.  I should  be  unjust  did  I omit  to  name  Captain  [J.  A.]  Lennon, 
of  the  same  regiment,  who,  at  the  head  of  his  company,  held  a most 
exposed  post,  and  had  several  narrow  escapes  from  sharpshooters  con- 
cealed in  the  brush.  But  the  artillery  saved  the  battle.  Lieutenant 
[W.]  Waldschmidt-s  gunnery  was  superb  and  his  coolness  astonishing. 
The  enemy’s  Parrott  gun  got  his  range,  and  fired  with  great  precision, 
compelling  him  to  change  the  position  of  his  pieces  constantly. 

A courier  reached  Houston,  giving  me  the  information  of  the  engage- 
ment at  3 o’clock  Monday  morning.  I at  once  moved  with  500  men  to 
Hartville,  supposing  the  enemy  still  in  force.  Arriving  within  7 miles 
at  4 p.  m.,  my  reconnoitering  parties  brought  me  intelligence  that  they 
were  retreating  in  the  direction  of  Houston.  Sending  back  a courier 
with  orders  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Caldwell,  in  command,  to  hold  the 
place  until  I could  re-enforce  him,  I countermarched  in  all  haste, 
through  mud  and  rain,  and  reached  Houston  that  evening,  finding  all 
quiet. 

Colonel  Merrill’s  force  rejoined  me  Thursday,  and  I am  now  once 
more  concentrated. 

Hoping  that  our  conduct  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  general 
commanding,  I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FITZ  HENRY  WARREN, 

Brigadier - General , Commanding . 

Col.  N.  P.  Chipman, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Saint  Louis , Mo. 


[Inclosure.] 

Return  of  Casualties  in  the  engagement  at  Hartville , Mo.,  January  11,  1863. 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Paroled. 

Missing. 

TotaL 

99th  Ulinois 

1 

29 

1 

31 

3d  Iowa  Cavalry 

4 

1 

5 

21st  Iowa 

3 

18 

1 

22 

3d  Missouri  Cavalry 

3 

14 

17 

2d  Missouri  Artillery,  "Battery  T.  

3 

3 

Total 

7 

64 

5 

2 

78 

Officers  Killed. — Ninety-ninth.  Illinois:  Lieut.  Thomas  A.  Huhbarcl,  died  of 
wounds.  Third  Missouri  Cavalry:  Capt. George  D.  Bradway. 


No.  6. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Cornelius  W.  Dunlap , Twenty-first  Iotva  Infantry , 
of  engagement  at  Hartville , Mo. 

Lebanon,  Mo.,  January  22, 18G3. 

General  : In  obedience  to  your  order  of  to-day,  I send  you  a full 
report  of  the  battle  of  Hartville,  on  the  11th  instant : 

With  800  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  under  Colonel  Merrill,  we 
left  Houston  Friday  noon  to  re-enforce  Springfield. 

Sunday  morning  about  4 o’clock  we  encountered  the  rebel  army,  under 
General  Marmaduke,  9 miles  beyond  Hartville,  on  the  Springfield  road. 
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A brisk  fire  of  artillery  and  some  skirmishing  among  the  cavalry  en- 
sued, and  continued  until  about  8 o’clock,  when  the  enemy  withdrew, 
and,  as  we  soon  learned,  took  a circuitous  route  toward  Hartville.  Our 
forces  immediately  started  for  the  same  point.  We  took  30  or  40  pris- 
oners in  this  engagement,  from  whom  we  learned  that  Marmaduke  had 
with  him  something  over  5,000  men,  having  been  joined  by  Porter  and 
Greene  since  his  attack  on  Springfield. 

Both  armies  arrived  at  Hartville  at  the  same  time  (a  little  before  11 
a.  in.),  and  took  positions  on  opposite  sides  of  the  town.  Our  line  formed 
the  arc  of  a circle,  close  to  the  place,  on  the  brow  of  a row  of  hills,  shel- 
tered by  underbrush  and  small  trees.  The  Twenty-first  Iowa  Infantry 
occupied  the  center,  and  Ninety-ninth  Illinois  the  right,  and  dismounted 
Third  Iowa  Cavalry  and  Third  Missouri  Cavalry  the  left.  Our  artil- 
lery, Lieutenant  Waldschmidt  commanding,  opened  on  the  enemy  im- 
mediately with  shell.  When  he  had  fired  a few  rounds,  the  rebels  com- 
menced replying  briskly.  In  a few  moments  their  cavalry  dismounted 
and  charged  upon  us  along  our  whole  line,  but,  receiving  repeated  and 
heavy  volleys  from  our  forces,  they  gave  way  and  fled  to  the  other  side 
of  the  town,  leaving  many  dead  and  wounded  behind  them.  Fresh 
troops  came  to  their  aid,  and  they  again  charged  upon  us  in  force,  and 
were  each  time  handsomely  repulsed  with  great  loss  on  their  part.  In 
one  instance  they  charged  upon  our  artillery,  in  heavy  force,  with 
mounted  cavalry,  but  were  driven  back  in  confusion  by  the  cross-fire  of 
the  Ninety-ninth  Illinois  and  Twenty-first  Iowa  Infantry.  Charges 
were  repeatedly  made,  and  as  often  repulsed,  and  a heavy  and  de- 
structive fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  maintained  until  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  afternoon,  our  troops  having  manifestly  the  best  of  the  fight. 

Finding  that  the  town  was  full  of  rebel  sharpshooters,  who  were  very 
annoying  to  us,  I sent  a request  to  Colonel  Merrill  to  have  the  artillery 
turned  upon  them.  Not  being  able  to  find  him,  I ordered  Lieutenant 
Waldschmidt  to  shell  the  town,  and  clear  the  court-house  and  other  ; 
places  of  rebels.  He  immediately  turned  his  pieces  upon  the  town  with 
good  effect,  but,  after  firing  a few  shots,  retired  from  his  position.-  About 
the  same  time  firing  ceased  on  both  my  right  and  left,  and,  supposing 
that  a strategic  movement  was  going  on,  I increased  the  force  of  my 
fire,  in  order  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  rebels  while  the  other  com- 
mands changed  their  positions.  In  about  half  an  hour,  not  hearing 
anything  from  our  troops,  I sent  men  out  to  look  for  them,  who  soon 
returned  and  reported  that  our  forces  had  all  left  the  field.  In  what 
direction  they  had  gone  I could  not  ascertain. 

Finding  myself  deserted  and  without  orders  (I  had  received  no  orders 
and  seen  no  commanding  officer  since  I got  into  position  in  the  fore-  ' 
noon),  I determined  to  hold  my  position,  at  least  until  dark,  in  order  to 
conceal  from  the  enemy  the  absence  of  most  of  our  forces  and  keep  him 
ignorant  of  my  own  weakness.  I had  only  250  men  of  the  Twenty-first  I 
Iowa.  I threw  squads  of  men  to  the  right  and  left,  with  orders  to  main- 
tain rapid  firing.  After  this  they  charged  upon  our  front  three  times, 
in  one  instance  coming  up  in  four  ranks,  and  were  every  time  repulsed, 
thrice  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  A continued  running  fire  was  car-  j 
ried  on  between  the  charges.  . | 

Half  an  hour  before  sundown,  much  to  our  satisfaction,  the  enemy  f 
commenced  falling  back  and  retreating  over  the  opposite  hills  in  a south-  . 
erly  direction.  They  were  so  near  that  we  could  distinctly  hear  the 
orders  of  their  officers  and  see  every  movement.  They  began  to  move 
off  rapidly ; seeing  which  I increased  my  fire,  in  order,  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, to  hurry  their  retreat.  By  sundown  their  whole  army  was  in  full 
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retreat,  and  their  rear  guard  followed,  leaving  us  in  full  possession  of 
the  field.  Paroled  prisoners  report  that  Marmaduke  did  not  halt  a mo- 
ment from  this  time  until  noon  of  the  next  day,  and  then  only  for  a few 
moments. 

My  men  all  acted  finely,  and  were  cool  and  active  when  they  learned 
that  they  were  left  alone  in  front  of  a rebel  horde  of  5,000  men.  I re- 
mained on  the  field  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and  gathered  up 
what  things  we  could.  It  was  a cold  night,  and  my  men  had  been  forty 
hours  with  but  a few  moments’  sleep  and  nothing  to  eat.  Our  rations, 
blankets,  and  overcoats  were  with  the  train,  and  I sent  in  pursuit  of  it, 
supposing  we  should  find  it  a few  miles  from  the  place*  My  horse  was 
shot  in  the  early  part  of  the  fight,  and  no  horse  was  left  with  us  by 
which  I could  send  out  a messenger  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  the 
train. 

I found  our  train  and  the  forces  next  morning  encamped  on  the  Leb- 
anon road.  The  colonel  commanding  having  gone  on  with  most  of  the 
cavalry  the  night  before,  I took  command  of  the  brigade,  and  put  it  in 
motion  for  Lebanon,  the  nearest  point  then  to  us. 

The  rebels  sent  in  a flag  of  truce  the  next  morning,  with  a party  to 
take  care  of  their  wounded  and  bury  their  dead,  the  number  of  which 
I think  will  amount  to  200  killed,  among  whom  are  Colonel  Emmett 
MacDonald,  Colonel  Porter,  and  other  inqiortant  officers,  and  about  300 
wounded. 

1 The  number  of  our  killed  and  wounded  is  comparatively  small,  owing 
to  our  sheltered  position  and  the  height  of  the  enemy’s  fire. 

Our  troops  all  behaved  nobly,  and  did  fine  execution  while  they  were 
left  on  the  field,  and  were  surprised  at  being  withdrawn. 

The  battle  of  Hartville  began  about  10.45  a.  m.  and  lasted  until  nearly 
sundown.  The  firing  was  continuous  and  rapid  on  both  sides  during 
the  whole  time.  The  last  half  of  the  battle  was  fought  by  the  Twenty- 
first  Iowa  alone,  and  resulted  in  a signal  victory  to  our  arms  and  in 
driving  Marmaduke  with  thinned  ranks  back  into  Arkansas. 

Having  with  pleasure  obeyed  your  orders  to  report  the  particulars  of 
this  battle,  I remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  DUNLAP, 

Lieutenant - Colonel , Comdg.  Twenty-first  Iowa  Volunteers . 

Major-General  Curtis. 


No.  7. 

Report  of  Capt.  Milton  Burch , Fourteenth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , 
of  slcirmish  at  Fort  Lawrence , Beaver  Station , Mo. 

Springfield,  January  10,  1863. 

Colonel  : I submit  for  your  investigation  my  report  of  a scout,  of 
which  I had  the  honor,  by  permission  from  General  Brown,  to  command. 
The  object  of  the  scout  was  to  destroy  a powder-mill  situated  on  Crooked 
Creek,  Carroll  County,  Arkansas;  likewise  to  breakup  some  parties  of 
guerrillas  that  were  organizing  in  the  vicinity  of  the  powder-mill. 

1 started  from  Ozark  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  January  with  100 
men,  belonging  to  the  Second  Battalion  Fourteenth  Regiment  Missouri 
State  Militia,  for  Dubuque,  Marion  County,  Arkansas,  by  the  way  of  the 
Beaver  Station,  Lawrence’s  Mill,  expecting  to  get  some  re-enforcements 
there.  I proceeded  with  my  command  within  4 miles  of  the  post,  to 
rest  my  horses  and  feed.  I then  proceeded  to  the  station,  after  resting 
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and  feeding,  and  requested  co-operation  of  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia, 
through  Major  [William]  Turner,  to  which  he  was  willing  to  comply,  but,i 
owing  to  their  provisions  not  coming  in,  they  could  not  start  with  me.; 
hut  the  major  promised  to  send  all  the  men  he  could  spare,  under  the  com-| 
mand  of  Captain  Green,  after  me  to  catch  up  with  me  that  night  (4th  of; 
January),  to  a point  on  Big  Creek,  6 miles  from  Dubuque,  known  as  the] 
Widow  Fisher’s,  to  which  place  I proceeded.  I there  captured  2 rebel  ] 
prisoners,  who  gave  me  information  that  a rebel  force,  6,000  strong,  uuder  > 
the  command  of  General  Marmaduke,  had  left  Dubuque  that  morning 
en  route  for  this  place.  I immediately  dispatched  a messenger  back  to 
the  Beaver  Station,  with  instructions  for  Major  Turner  to  dispatch  forth- [ 
with  to  Ozark.  I then  started  with  my  command  back  to  the  Beaver 
Station,  expecting  to  meet  Captain  Green  with  a re-enforcement  of 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  from  the  Beaver  Station,  but  did  riot.  As  myj 
guide  was  not  very  well  acquainted  with  the  country  and  the  roads,  1 
took  the  main  road  leading  from  the  Beaver  Station,  and,  Captain  Green 
being  well  acquainted  with  the  country,  took  a near  road  and  missed 
me.  I arrived  at  the  Beaver  Station  about  4 o’clock  on  the  mor  ning  of 
the  6th.  I then  asked  the  major  if  he  was  in  a condition  to  fall  back 
he  replied  that  he  had  no  transportation.  I then  ordered  scouts  out  on. 
different  roads  to  give  intimation  of  the  enemy’s  approach.  I dismounted 
my  men  for  the  purpose  of  resting,  as  we  had  not  been  out  of  our  saddles 
for  twelve  hours,  and  accomplished  a march  of  60  miles.  I then  went 
to  take  a little  rest,  and  see  that  the  boys  had  everything  in  readiness i 
for  moving  to  Ozark,  as  I was  fearful  the  enemy  would  reach  there  be- 
fore me.  I therefore  ordered  my  men  into  the  saddle  again,  it  being 
now  daylight,  and  we  started  for  Ozark.  We  had  not  proceeded  far 
before  the  enemy’s  infantry  opened  upon  the  picket  guard  southeast  of 
the  station.  I then  ordered  a halt,  with  the  intention  of  gaining  and 
occupying  the  block-house;  but  before  we  could  make  the  point  the  en- 
emy was  in  possession  of  the  block-house  and  all  the  ground  around, 
the  block-house.  I then  ordered  my  men  to  move  by  the  head  of  col-- 
umn  to  the  right,  under  a smart  fire  from  the  rebels.  There  was  also  a 
detached  force  of  the  enemy  coming  up  Big  Beaver  with  the  intention 
of  cutting  off  our  retreat.  I started  for  Ozark,  leaving  the  main  road 
and  taking  a right-hand  road.  Hearing  that  a portion  of  the  enemy  had 
gone  up  Little  Beaver  with  the  intention  of  cutting  us  off  from  Ozark,  I 
traveled  slowly,  using  precaution  against  surprise,  and  arrived  at  Ozark, 
about  10  o’clock  of  the  night  of  the  6th.  I then  ordered  all  the  baggage 
to  be  conveyed  across  the  river  on  the  road  to  Springfield,  which  was 
promptly  complied  with,  and  waited  for  further  orders,  which  orders  I 
received  for  us  to  fall  back  to  Springfield. 

Respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

MILTON  BURCH, 

Capt.,  Comdg . Company  H,  14 th  Cavalry,  Missouri  State  Militia. 

Colonel  Crabb. 


No.  8. 

Eeport  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Marmadulce , C.  S.  Army , commanding  expe- 
dition. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Diy.,  First  Corps,  Trans-Miss.  Dept., 

Batesville , Arlc.,  January  18,  1863.  j 

Colonel  : In  obedience  to  instructions  from  Major-General  Hindman,' 
I marched  from  Lewisburg,  Ark.,  December  31, 1862,  via  Yellville,  Ark., 
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to  strike  tlie  enemy  in  rear  or  flank,  with  1,000  men,  under  Shelby,  and 
270  men,  under  MacDonald.  Before  marching,  T telegraphed  to  Lieu- 
tenant-General Holmes  if  it  would  not  be  best  to  move  up  the  troops 
under  Colonel  White,  to  co-operate  in  the  movement  ; to  which  he  con- 
sented, and  the  order  was  given.  Colonel  [J.  C.]  Porter,  with  600  men, 
moved  forward  to  this  purpose. 

En  route , in  the  Boston  Mountains,  Shelby  attacked  60  tories  and  de- 
serters ; killed  12  and  captured  27.  MacDonald  surprised  and  captured 
and  burned  Fort  Lawrence,  on  Beaver  Creek,  Mo.  Of  its  garrison,  killed 
10,  captured  17,  and  routed  the  rest — about  250 ; captured  200  horses, 
300  stand  of  arms,  10  wagons,  and  a quantity  of  quartermaster  and  com- 
missary stores.  Shelby  captured  and  burned  the  fort  at  Ozark.  The 
garrison  fled.  With  Shelby  and  MacDonald,  I attacked  Springfield,  Mo., 
and,  after  eight  hours’  hard  fighting,  driving  the  Yankees  before  me 
and  into  their  strongholds,  I captured  one  piece  of  artillery  (6-pounder), 
a stockade  fort,  a large  part  of  the  town,  which  the  Yankees  burned  as 
they  retired.  At  dark  the  fighting  ceased ; the  greater  part  of  the 
town,  the  fort,  and  many  of  the  dead  and  wounded  Federals  in  my  pos- 
session. The  Federal  force  there  was  4,200.  My  loss  was  20  killed  and 
80  wounded.  Yankee  loss  much  greater.  I did  hot  deem  it  best  to 
renew  the  attack,  and  the  next  day  marched  toward  Bolla.  The  Fed- 
erals scattered  and  fled  before  me.  I burned  the  forts  at  Sand  Spring 
and  Marshfield.  After  passing  Marshfield,  1 formed  a junction  with 
Porter,  who  had  burned  the  forts  at  Hartville  and  Hazlewood.  All  the 
forts  burned  were  well-built  works,  generally  large  block-houses,  with 
stockade  and  good  earthworks  around ; so  strong  that  100  brave  men, 
well  armed,  could  defy  1,000  infantry  or  cavalry.  After  joining  Porter, 
I marched  southeasterly,  making  my  way  toward  Arkansas.  At  Hart- 
ville I met,  fought,  and  drove  in  the  direction  of  Lebanon  1,500  in- 
fantry and  500  cavalry,  under  General  Merrill.  The  battle  was  desperate. 
My  loss  was  15  killed  and  70  wounded.  Of  the  former,  was  the  brave 
MacDonald,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wimer,  Major  Kirtley,  and  other  brave 
officers  and  men.  The  Federal  loss  was  also  heavy.  The  enemy  sent 
in  a flag  to  bury  their  dead.  At  this  place  I captured  a caisson  with 
ammunition,  a number  of  small-arms,  and  about  150  great-coats,  which 
the  Yankees  left  as  they  ran  off. 

I continued  my  march,  and' reached  here  to-day.  Will  to-morrow 
morning  commence  crossing  White  Biver  at  this  place  and  12  miles  be- 
low. Both  men  and  horses  are  worn  out,  and  need  rest.  A detailed 
report  of  the  expedition  I will  forward  at  the  earliest  moment. 

Bespectfully,  &c. 


Col.  E.  C.  Newton. 


J.  S.  MAEMADUKE, 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Camp  near  Batesville , ArTc.,  February  1,  1863. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  expedi- 
tion under  my  command  into  Missouri,  made  in  obedience  to  General 
Hindman’s  order  to  move,  if  possible,  rapidly,  and  strike  the  enemy  in 
rear  or  flank,  in  order  to  withdraw  the  heavy  masses  (infantry,  cavalry, 
and  artillery),  under  Blunt,  then  moving  toward  the  Arkansas  Eiver, 
back  into  Missouri : 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  by  telegraph  of  the  order,  I proceeded 
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to  put  my  command  in  readiness  to  march.  To  execute  the  order,  I de- 1 
termined  at  least  to  threaten  Springfield,  and  operate  in  the  country 
between  there  and  Rolla,  and  create  the  impression  that  the  force  was  j 
sufficiently  large  to  take  and  hold  the  country. 

On  the  morning  of  December  31,  18G2,  at  daylight,  Col.  J.  O.  Shelby, ; 
with  his  Missouri  brigade,  about  1,000  effective  men,  some  wi thout  horses ; i 
Col.  J.  C.  Monroe,  commanding  Carroll’s  Arkansas  brigade,  about  500  \ 
effective  men,  and  Col.  Emmett  MacDonald,  with  his  Missouri  battalion,  j 
about  270  effective  men,  marched  from  camp  near  Lewisburg,  the  two 
latter  with  orders  to  march  via  Clinton  to  Yellville.  Shelby,  by  a route  | 
more  westerly  to  same  point,  moved  on  different  route,  on  account  of  j 
scarcity  of  forage. 

On  the  morning  of  December  31,  after  the  troops  were  on  the  march, 

I received  orders  to  detach  Carroll’s  brigade  from  the  expedition  and'; 
order  it  to  operate  against  the  enemy  then  at  Van  Buren  Creek.  The!; 
order  was  obeyed.  Previous  to  the  moving  of  this  column,  I had  ordered 
(by  consent  of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes)  Col.  J.  C.  Porter  to  take  i 
command  of  White’s  Missouri  cavalry  brigade,  at  Pocahontas,  and  to  ■ j 
march  with  his  entire  effective  force  north  and  west,  and  make  junction, 
with  the  troops  from  Lewisburg  at  Hartville,  January  9,  1803.  The; 
distance  from  Lewisburg  to  Hartville  was  about  200  miles;  from  Poca- j 
hontas  to  Hartville  about  140  miles;  both  routes  difficult,  mountainous,] 
and  barren.  Colonel  Porter  with  his  brigade,  about  700  effective  men,] 
marched  from  Pocahontas  January  2,  1863.  Shelby,  en  route  to  Yell-  j 
ville,  in  the  Boston  Mountains,  surprised  about  100  jay  hawkers  ( tones'! 
and  deserters),  killed  a large  number,  and  captured  27.  The  vigor  with  I 
which  his  troops  attacked  and  pursued  those  scoundrels  terrified  them,  ; 
and  broke  up,  for  a time  at  least,  the  lawless  bands  in  this  part  of  the, 
mountains.  Shelby  and  MacDonald  reached  Yellville  January  4,  1863. 1 
From  Yellville  this  column  moved  northward,  crossing  (fording)  Whited 
River  at  Dubuque. 

On  the  night  of  January  6,  MacDonald  with  his  men  marched  to  de-.j 
stroy  Fort  Lawrence,  on  Beaver  Creek,  Mo.,  some  17  miles  to  the  right  I 
of  my  line  of  march.  At  daylight,  MacDonald  stormed  the  work ; 300  of  j j 
the  enemy  abandoned  the  fort  and  fled  in  wild  fright  and  disorder..  A j 
number  of  them  were  killed  and  some  20  taken  prisoners  and  paroled. 
The  fort,  arms,  ammunition,  wagons,  mules,  horses,  quartermaster’s  and  j 
commissary  stores  were  destroyed,  save  the  little  which  MacDonald  iu, 
his  forced  marches  could  carry  with  him. 

On  the  evening  of  January  6,  from  scouts  and  other  sources,  I learnedj 
that  Springfield,  with  its  rich  army  stores,  was  weakly  garrisoned,  i 
though  strongly  fortified,  and,  if  surprised,  I thought  it  could  be  cap- 
tured. I determined  to  attack  it.  Dispatched  to  Colonel  Porter,  by,  J 
different  courier^,  my  plans,  and  ordered  him  to  move  to  my  support  as 
rapidly  as  possible ; Shelby  to  move  forward  in  the  direction  of  Spriug-| 
field,  through  Ozark,  a fortified  town,  garrisoned  by  400  militia;  Mac- 1 
Donald  by  way  of  Fort  Lawrence  to  Springfield.  The  courier  to  Porter  j 
failed  to  meet  him  till  January  10,  too  late.  Shelby,  destroying  the  fort 
and  stores  at  Ozark,  the  enemy  fleeing  before  him,  and  arriving  on  the! 
8th  of  January,  at  early  dawn,  in  front  of  Springfield,  rapidly  and  judi-j 
ciously  made  preparation  for  the  attack,  dismounting  the  greater  part, 
of  his  brigade  to  fight  as  infantry.  The  delay  necessary  to  reconnoiter, 
and  for  the  arrival  of  MacDonald,  who  had  made  the  detour  (some  35 
miles)  via  Fort  Lawrence,  deferred  the  engagement  till  40  a.  m.  Sfiel- 
by’s  brigade,  on  the  right  in  line  of  battle,  stretched  from  the  Rolla  to 
the  main  Ozark  road;  MacDonald’s  command,  except  one  company  dis  a 
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mounted,  on  Shelby’s  left.  When  the  struggle  began,  horse  by  horse, 
the  advance  of  the  whole  line  was  steady  and  determined.  MacDonald, 
with  his  brave  little  command,  made  a desperate  and  successful  charge 
upon  the  enemy’s  right.  Just  then  Shelby,  seizing  the  opportune  mo- 
ment, vigorously  supported  MacDonald  (sorely  pressed),  and  the  entire 
line,  with  a wild  shout,  rushed  to  the  terrible  charge  at  the  double- 
quick,  driving  before  them  the  frightened  foe,  who  fled,  abandoning  all 
stores,  stockade,  fort,  and  a piece  of  artillery.  This  gallant  charge  was 
not,  however,  without  the  sad  loss  of  a number  of  brave  men.  During 
the  day’s  engagement,  as  the  enemy  retired,  they  burned  much  of  Spring- 
field.  Night  closed  upon  the  combatants,  and  stopped  the  carnage. 

During  the  night  of  the  8th,  Maj.  E.  EL  Smith,  division  quartermaster, 
a gallant  officer,  volunteered  to  take  a few  picked  men  and  bear  orders 
to  Porter  to  re-enforce  me.  He  was  unable  to  find  him. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  I deemed  it  best  not  to  renew  the  attack, 
for  the  reason  that  the  enemy  had  been  re-enforced ; that  my  troops, 
from  forced  marches,  sleepless  nights,  and  the  hard-fought  battle  of  the 
8th,  were  not  in  condition  for  another  desperate  struggle.  I addressed 
a letter,  under  flag  of  truce,  to  General  Brown,  commanding  at  Spring- 
.field,  stating  that  my  wounded  were  left  in  charge  of  competent  surgeons 
and  attendants,  and  asking  from  him  a proper  treatment  to  all.  A little 
after  sunrise  the  column  moved  eastward  on  the  Eolla  road.  Shelby 
camped  at  Sand  Spring,  a fortified  post,  which  he  burned ; MacDonald 
at  Marshfield,  a fortified  town $ the  forts  and  stores  he  destroyed.  The 
Federals  (militia)  fled  from  both  places  toward  Eolla. 

January  10,  a junction  was  made  with  Porter  near  Marshfield,  who  had 
captured  the  militia  (some  50)  and  destroyed  the  forts  at  Hartville,  and 
had  also  burned  the  fortifications  at  Hazlewood. 

On  the  night  of  the  10th,  the  column  was  put  in  motion  toward  Hart- 
ville. A little  before  daylight  the  advance  encountered  a Federal  force 
coming  from  Austin,  via  Hartville,  to  Springfield,  and  hearing  that  a 
strong  cavalry  force  was  in  my  rear,  I deemed  it  best  not  to  put  myself 
in  battle  between  the  two  forces,  but  to  turn  the  force  in  my  front  and 
fight  them,  after  I had  secured,  in  case  of  defeat,  a safe  line  of  retreat. 
This  I did,  by  making  a detour  7 miles,  and  fought  the  enemy  (2,500 
Iowa,  Illinois,  Michigan,  and  Missouri  troops)  at  Hartville. 

The  Federal  position  at  Hartville  was  a very  strong  one,  and  the  battle 
hotly  contested  for  several  hours,  till  the  enemy  gave  way  and  retreated 
rapidly  and  in  disorder,  leaving  the  dead  and  wounded,  many  arms,  am- 
munition, and  clothing  on  the  field  and  in  my  possession. 

I have  established  a hospital,  leaving  surgeons  and  attendants  suf- 
ficient to  take  care  of  the  dead  and  wounded,  Confederate  and  Federal. 
Here  fell  the  chivalrous  MacDonald,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wimer,  and 
Major  Kirtley  (noble  men  and  gallant  officers),  and  .other  officers  and 
men  equally  brave  and  true.  Here,  too,  was  seriously  wounded  Col. 
J.  C.  Porter,  a brave  and  skillful  officer.  He  was  shot  from  his  horse 
at  the  head  of  his  troops. 

After  the  battle  of  Hartville,  my  division  marched  toward  Batesville. 
The  march  was  a long  and  most  trying  one,  over  rough,  rock  roads, 
through  rain  and  snow  and  icy  mountain  streams,  and  a country  laid 
waste  by  the  Federals,  furnishing  neither  food  for  man  nor  horse.  The 
command  reached  Batesville  January  25,  and  commenced  crossing  (by 
ferry)  White  Eiver.  The  camp  was  established  on  the  south  bank  of 
the  river. 

The  expedition  was  an  extremely  hazardous  and  trying  one.  On 
leaving  Lewisburg  and  Pocahontas,  the  men  were  indifferently  armed 
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and  equipped,  thinly  clad,  many  without  shoes  and  horses,  marched 
without  baggage  wagons  or  cooking  utensils,  carrying  all  they  had  on 
their  horses,  and  subsisting  as  best  they  could  on  the  country  through 
which  they  marched.  The  horses  were  worn  by  continued  and  activ  e 
service  of  many  months  ; were,,  for  the  most  part,  unshod,  very  poor, 
and  unfit  for  any  service.  At  least  200  of  the  command  abandoned  their 
horses  on  the  roadside  to  die,  and  waded  many  a weary  mile  through 
the  snow  and  deep  mud,  some  barefooted,  yet  they  encountered  every 
danger  willingly  and  endured  all  fatigues  cheerfully.  On  the  battle- 
field, in  the  camp,  on  the  march  by  day  and  night,  they  proved  them- 
selves worthy  of  the  great  cause  for  which  we  are  fighting. 

For  a more  detailed  account  of  the  conduct  of  the  several  corps  and 
regiments,  and,  more  especially,  of  the  brave  officers  and  men  so  hon- 
orably mentioned,  to  whom  I beg  to  call  your  favorable  consideration,  I 
refer  you  to  the  reports  of  Colonels  Shelby  and  Porter  and  Major  Ben- 
nett, submitted  herewith. 

Lieutenant  [B.  A.]  Collins,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  him,  and  a 
part  of  Bledsoe’s  battery  rendered  distinguished  services  both  at  Spring- 
field  and  Hartville.  Lieutenant  Collins  deserves  promotion  and  a bat- 
tery of  his  own.  I hope  he  may  get  it  speedily.  I have,  on  other  occa-. 
sions,had  the  pleasure  to  speak  of  the  skill,  vigor,  and  bravery  of  Col.  Jo. 
Shelby.  I can  only  say  that  his  conduct  on  this  expedition,  on  and  off 
the  battle-field,  fully  sustained  his  splendid  reputation,  and  merits  for 
him  speedy  promotion,  which  I earnestly  recommend.  I beg,  also,  to 
call  to  £he  favorable  notice  of  the  general  Col.  J.  C.  Porter,  command- 
ing brigade,  Major  Bennett,  commanding  MacDonald’s  battalion,  and 
the  following  officers  of  my  staff  who  were  with  me  during  this  expedi- 
tion, and  who  bravely  did  their  whole  duty,  to  wit:  Capt.  Henry 
Ewing,  acting  adjutant  and  inspector  general ; Maj.  B.  H.  Smith, 
quartermaster;  Col.  A.  W.  Slay  back,  ordnance  officer;  Capt.  Thomas 
W.  Newton,  aide-de-camp,  and  Maj.  Charles  C.  Bainwater,  acting  divis- 
ion commissary  of  subsistence. 

My  loss  was  33  killed,  203  wounded,  and  29  missing.  The  loss  of  the 
Pederals  was  about  300  prisoners  captured  (paroled),  and  a very  heavy 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded  at  Springfield  and  Hartville.  A detailed 
report  of  my  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  is  sent  herewith. 

In  conclusion,  I think  I may  safely  state  that  the  object  of  the  expe- 
dition was  fully  accomplished,  and  more.  Blunt’s  Army  of  the  Frontier 
countermarched  rapidly  to  save  Springfield;  a long  chain  of  forts, 
strong  in  themselves,  built  at  great  expense  and  labor,  which  overawed 
and  kept  in  subjection  the  country,  were  razed  to  the  ground,  and  the 
heart  of  the  people  revived  again  at  the  presence  of  Confederate  troops. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  S.  MABMADUKE, 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding . 

Col.  B.  C.  Newton,  Chief  of  Staff , First  Corps , Trans-Miss.  Dept. 


[Indorsement. 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Little  Bock , Ark.,  February  8,  1863. 

Bespectfully  forwarded. 

This  expedition  was  gotten  up  by  General  Hindman  to  divert  the 
enemy  from  their  attack  on  Yan  Buren,  and  to  force  them  to  retire  from 
the  valley  of  the  Arkansas.  It  was  perfectly  successful,  and  made 
them  fall  back  into  Missouri.  General  Marmaduke’s  conduct  and  man- 
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agement  was  gallant  and  excellent,  and  I earnestly  recommend  that 
the  acting  appointment  of  brigadier-general,  under  which  he  is  now 
serving,  may  be  at  once  confirmed.  This  is  the  more  necessary  as  he 
is  the  only  officer  I have  who  is  fitted  for  a large  cavalry  command. 

Very  respectfully, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Lieutenant - General . 

Col.  R.  C.  Newton, 

Chief  of  Staff,  First  Corps,  Trans -Mississippi  Department. 


No.  9. 

Return  of  Casualties  in  Marmaduke’s  command,  January  2-11,  1862. 


Comm  and. 


Shelby’s  brigade : 

1st  Regiment,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Gordon. 

2d  Regiment,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Gilkey. 

3d  Regiment,  Col.  G.  W. 
Thompson. 

1st  Battalion,  Major  El- 
liott. 


Total* 

Porter’s  brigade : 

Burbridge’s  regiment 
Greene’s  regiment — 
Jeffers’  regiment 

Total 

MacDonald’s  regiment 


Total 

Grand  total. 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

| Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Total. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Total. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Total. 

1 

2 

3 

7 

34 

41 

44 

2 

2 

4 

27 

31 

33 

1 

"7 

8 

4 

24 

28 



3 

3 

39 



3 

3 

6 

12 

18 



1 

1 

22 

3 

3 

1 

11 

12 

1 

5 

6 

21 

1 

6 

7 

1 

1 

2 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

4 

16 

20 

24 

117 

141 

~2 

10 

12 

173 

1 

1 

2 

8 

10 

11 

1 

3 

4 

4 

18 

22 

26 

1 

1 

1 

4 

5 

6 

2 

4 

6 

7 

30 

37 

43 

5 

5 

7 

1(T 

~23~ 

17 

~rT 

~45~ 

i 

1 

1 

i 

5 

6 

7 

16 

23 

.... 

17 

17 

46 

7 

~25 

~32~ 

^38~ 

163 

201 

2~ 

~27~ 

~29~ 

262i~ 

Remarks. 


Springfield,  January  8. 
Hartville,  January  11. 
Springfield. 

Hartville. 

Springfield. 

Hartville. 

White  Spring,  J anuary  2. 
Springfield. 

Hartville. 


S 


Hartville. 


Springfield. 

Hartville. 


No.  10. 

Report  of  Col.  Joseph  0.  Shelby , Missouri  Cavalry  ( Confederate ),  com- 
manding brigade. 

Headquarters  Shelby’s  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Camp  Carter,  January  31,  1863. 

General:  On  the  last  day  of  December,  1862,  when  the  old  year 
was  dying  in  the  lap  of  the  new,  and  January  had  sent  its  moaning 

* The  nominal  list  from  which  Shelby’s  casualties  are  compiled  bears  the  following 
indorsement : 

“The  orderly  sergeants  were  without  their  rolls,  and  their  reports  were  made  from 
memory  and  guess-work.  Some  others  wounded  and  killed,  but  cannot  get  their 
names  for  the  want  of  the  rolls.” — W.  J.  McArthur,  Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General. 
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winds  to  wail  the  requiem  of  the  past,  my  brigade,  consisting  of  the 
First  Regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  [B.  F.]  Gordon;  Second  Regiment, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  [C.  A.]  Gilkev ; Third  Regiment,  Colonel  [G.  W.] 
Thompson;  the  scouts,  Major  Elliott,  and  Captain  QuantrilFs  old  com- 
pany, under  First  Lieutenant  Gregg,  were  on  the  march  for  foray  on  the 
border’s  side. 

The  day  was  auspicious;  a bright  red  sun  had  tempered  the  keen  air 
to  pleasantness*,  and  cheered  the  mounted  soldiers  with  the  hopes  of  a » 
gay  and  gallant  trip.  The  first  two  days’  march  was  long  and  com- 
fortable ; the  third  the  rain  commenced,  cold  and  chilling,  and  continued  j 
without  intermission  for  three  days,  the  grand  old  mountains  standing- 
bare  against  the  dull  and  somber  sky,  their  heads  heavy  with  the  storms 
of  centuries.  The  men  suffered  much,  but,  keeping  the  bright  goal  of 
Missouri  constantly  in  sight,  spurred  on  and  on  quite  merrily. 

For  two  days  all  went  well.  The  third  day  my  advance,  consisting  of 
Major  [B.]  Elliott’s  scouts,  came  suddenly  upon  about  100  notorious  | 
bushwhackers  and  deserters,  who  fired  upon  them  quite  stubbornly;  but 
upon  dismounting  several  companies  of  Colonel  Gilkey’s  regiment,  in 
conjunction  with  Elliott’s  battalion,  and  following  them  in  their  almost 
inaccessible  retreat,  20  were  killed,  about  the  same  number  wounded, 
and  many  prisoners  taken,  and  this  murdering,  robbing,  jayhawking 
band  broken  up  completely  and  effectually.  Thus  the  skirmish  of  White 
Spring,  successful  as  it  was,  proved  to  be  the  prelude  of  the  victories 
of  Springfield  and  Hartville.  The  rain  commenced  now  in  earnest,  and 
for  three  days  its  cold,  merciless  peltings  were  endured  by  the  men  with- 
out a murmur,  although  the  sky  was  dark  and  barren  as  a rainy  sea, 
and  the  keen  northeast  wind  pierced  the  thin  clothing  of  the  men  with 
icy  breath. 

The  4th,  5th,  and  6th  were  spent  in  long  and  cold  forced  marches, 
varied  somewhat  by  Colonel  MacDonald’s  successful  sally  upon  Fort 
Lawrence  and  your  advance  upon  the  fortified  town  of  Ozark.  Five 
miles  from  this  place,  by  your  order,  I halted  my  brigade,  and  gave 
them  time  to  forage  their  animals  and  cook  something  for  themselves, 
which  they  did,  and  were  again  in  marching  order  by  9.30  o’clock.  At 
this  place,  and  before  we  started  to  attack  Ozark,  I sent  Major  Elliott 
and  his  scouts  and  two  companies  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gilkey’s 
regiment  to  gain  a position  in  the  rear  of  the  town,  on  the  road  leading- 
north,  and  cut  off  their  retreat.  He  gained  the  position  thus  indicated, 
but  gained  it  too  late,  for  the  Federals  had  left  in  hot  haste  long  before- 
Major  Elliott  could  have  possibly  got  around  them.  Upon  arriving  in 
close  proximity  to  Ozark,  and  not  being  satisfied  as  to  its  evacuation, 

I dismounted  the  half  of  each  regiment  composing  the  brigade,  formed 
them  as  infantry,  and,  feeling  my  way  along  slowly  and  cautiously,  with 
numerous  skirmishers,  I soon  found  that  the  nest  was  there  and  it 
was  warm,  but  the  birds  had  flown,  and  nothing  remained  to  do  but  ap- 
ply the  torch  to  fort  and  barracks.  Soon  the  red  glare  of  flames  burst 
out  upon  the  midnight  sky,  and  the  cold,  calm  stars  looked  down  upon 
the  scene.  Several  prisoners  were  here  taken,  and  any  quantity  of  com- 
missary stores,  but,  having  no  transportation,  all,  except  a small  portion 
consumed  by  the  men,- were  destroyed,  and  by  12  o’clock  we  were  again 
marching  northward.  It  was  an  intensely  cold  night,  that  of  the  7th, 
and  the  frost  hung  heavy  and  chill  on  the  garments  of  my  devoted  bri- 
gade, marching  onto  the  stronghold  of  the  enemy  with  a determination 
in  their  hearts  rarely  surpassed. 

The  sun  came  up  on  the  morning  of  the  Sth  like  a ball  of  fire,  and  the 
day  was  gloomy  and  chill ; ,but  Springfield  loomed  up  before  us  in  the 
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distance  like  a beautiful  panorama,  and  the  men,  catching  the  inspira- 
tion of  the  scene,  forgot  all  their  trials  and  hardships,  and  were  eager 
for  the  rough,  red  fray.  With  flaunting  banners,  and  all  the  pomp  and 
circumstance  of  war,  the  Federals  had  marched  gaily  out  to  meet  us, 
and  taken  their  position  in  our  front.  I had  dismounted,  meanwhile,  the 
First  and  Third  Regiments,  and  was  forming  them  as  infantry,  hold- 
ing Lieutenant-Colonel  Gilkey’s  command  mounted  until  the  position  of 
the  enemy  was  perfectly  understood  and  all  his  motions  thoroughly  seen. 
When  the  plan  of  action  had  been  decided  upon,  I then  dismounted 
Lieutenant -Colonel  Gilkey’s  regiment  and  formed  them  as  infantry, 
holding  in  reserve  as  cavalry  Major  Elliott’s  scouts  and  Lieutenant 
Gregg’s  company.  Then  forming  my  lines,  I rapidly  moved  my  brigade 
to  the  open  plain  south  and  southeast  of  the  town,  rested  for  a moment, 
making  the  final  dispositions,  and  taking  breath  for  the  crisis.  Major 
Elliott  and  Lieutenant  Gregg  were  on  the  right  flank,  watching  and 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy  there,  and  over  the  level  earth  squadrons 
of  horse  swept  gaily  and  fantastically.  ’Twas  a bright  and  beautiful 
scene.  There  lay  the  quiet  town,  robed  in  the  dull,  gray  hue  of  the 
winter,  its  domes  and  spires  stretching  their  skeleton  hands  to  heaven, 
as  if  in  prayer  against  the  coming  strife,  and,  drawing  near  and  nearer, 
long  black  lines  came  gleaming  on,  while  the  sun  shone  out  like  a golden 
bar,  uncurling  its  yellow  hair  on  earth  and  sky,  stream  and  mountain, 
and  lent  the  thrilling  picture  a sterner  and  fiercer  light.  My  skirmish- 
ers advanced  steadily,  and  now  continual  shots  in  front  tell  that  the 
enemy  are  found  and  pressed  sorely.  On  the  extreme  left  you  have 
organized  Colonel  MacDonald’s  regiment  into  a storming  party  and 
sent  it  at  the  fort,  and  they  could  be  plainly  seen  winding  over  the  crest 
of  the  hill  and  moving  rapidly  to  the  attack.  MacDonald  has  met  the 
enemy  and  is  driving  them,  but  they  soon  re-enforced,  and  would  in 
turn  compel  him  to  retreat.  I saw  the  crisis,  and  ordered  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Gordon  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gilkey  to  charge  with  their 
regiments,  to  support  MacDonald.  Gallantly  it  was  done,  and  as  gal- 
lantly sustained.  At  the  command,  a thousand  warriors  sprang  to  their 
feet,  and,  with  one  wild  Missouri  yell,  burst  upon  the  foe ; officers  mix 
with  men  in  the  mad  melee , and  fight  side  by  side;  some  storm  the  fort 
at  the  headlong  charge,  others  gain  the  houses  from  which  the  Federals 
had  just  been  driven,  and  keep  up  the  fight,  while  some  push  on  after 
the  flying  foe.  The  storm  increases  and  the  combatants  get  closer  and 
closer. 

I heard  the  cannon’s  shivering  crash, 

As  when  the  whirlwind  rends  the  ash ; 

I heard  the  muskets  deadly  clang, 

As  if  a thousand  anvils  rang ! 

In  this  charge  a regiment  of  Federals,  just  sent  from  their  main  fort, 
were  scattered  and  driven  back,  and  their  entire  force  forced  into  their 
heavy  earthworks,  surrounded  by  rifle-pits  and  other  obstructions. 

I cannot  fail,  in  this  connection,  to  speak  of  the  daring  charge  of  Capt. 
L.  J.  Crocker, of  Company  K,  First  Regiment;  Lieut.  William  [H.]  Ferrell, 
of  Company  F,  same  regiment,  and  about  a dozen  other  reckless  spirits 
from  Gordon’s  and  Gilkey’s  regiments,  upon  one  piece  of  artillery,  sup- 
ported by  a battalion  of  Iowans,  but  who  fled  after  a sharp,  hot  rally,  and 
suffered  their  gun  and  caisson,  filled  with  valuable  ammunition,  to  be 
borne  in  triumph  to  the  rear.  The  battle  thickens ; Colonel  Thompson, 
who  had  been  stationed  on  the  right  with  his  regiment,  and  who  did 
not  participate  in  the  charge,  but  who  was  watching  and  foiling  the 
movements  of  a large  body  of  cavalry  in  that  direction,  was  now  ordered 
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up,  aud  advanced  with  spirit  and  alacrity.  The  battery  which  accom- 
panied the  expedition  from  Lewisburg,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Richard 
A.  Collins,  and  consisting  of  one  rifled  piece  and  one  smooth-bore  6- 
pounder,  was  advanced,  one  piece  being  brought  up  into  the  very  town, 
and  opening  at  point-blank  range  with  grape  and  canister.  The  Fed- 
erate re-enforced  largely,  and  came  back  with  cavalry  and  artillery,  and 
a hot,  desperate  conflict  ensued;  one  side  struggling  to  hold  the  posi- 
tion gained,  the  other  to  drive  them  from  it.  Bravely  my  fighting  bri-  • 
gade  meets  the  onset,  and  stubbornly  they  resist;  blow  falls  on  blow,  i 
shot  follows  shot.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gordon  leads  the  gallant  First, 
and  they  never  fail.  Major  [D.]  Shanks,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gilkey,  . 
and  Colonel  Thompson  are  piloting  their  regiments,  bravely  and  well, 
and  the  contest  rages,  and  the  wild  death-dance  goes  merrily  on. 

Still  Collins  plies  his  lurid  torch, 

Where  halls  will  rend  or  powder  scorch ; 

Still  Shanks  and  Gordon,  side  by  side, 

Like  veteran  heroes  stem  the  tide. 

This  stern,  sanguinary  fight  was  kept  up  for  hours,  and  even  into  the 
night  the  roar  of  artillery  and  small-arms  was  incessant.  On  the  right, 
Lieutenant  [F.  M.]  Scott  made  a bold  and  daring  charge,  breaking  the 
first  line  of  Federals  in  splendid  style,  and  only  retiring  when  accumu- 
lating numbers  made  it  madness  to  advance. 

About  3 o’clock  I had  Major  Elliott’s  scouts  dismounted  and  brought 
up  in  the  town,  forming  in  rear  of  and  supporting  Collins’  iron  G-pounder, 
which  moved  along  the  various  streets  as  unconcerned  as  if  peace  were 
made  and  he  was  firing  a salute  over  the  joyous  event,  although  he 
was  constantly  exposed  and  always  in  range  of  minie  musketry. 

Night  came  down  with  weary,  brooding  wdngs,  laid  her  dark  brow 
across  the  cloudy  sky,  and  threw  her  sable  mantle  over  fort  and  wall 
and  house  and  men,  checking  the  bloody  strife,  and  calming  the  furious 
passions  that  had  been  at  war  all  day.  I drew  my  brigade  off  calmly 
and  cautiously,  formed  them  in  and  around  the  heavy  stockade,  threw 
out  trusty  skirmishers,  and  prepared  to  pass  the  night  as  best  I could, 
although  it  was  very  cold,  and  the  men  had  no  fires,  save  the  smoulder- 
ing fragments  of  consumed  houses,  burned  by  the  terrified  enemy  at  our 
first  approach.  When  all  was  quiet,  Collins,  with  his  iron  6-pounder 
and  a small  support,  made  a promenade  upon  the  principal  streets  of 
the  city.  Acting  upon  the  principle  of  the  Irishman  at  a Donnybrook  ij 
fair,  who,  whenever  he  saw  a head,  hit  at  it,  so  this  little  party,  whenever  j 
a light  appeared,  fired  at  it,  and  it  served  not  only  to  encourage  our  ! 
tired  soldiers,  but  it  told  to  the  foe,  with  thunder  tones,  that  we  were 
still  victors,  proud  and  defiant.  The  men  lay  ou  their  arms  until  about 
2 o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  I deemed  it  best,  as  they  were  suffering 
greatly  from  cold  and  hunger,  to  withdraw,  which  was  done  quietly  and  I 
in  order,  some  of  Colonel  MacDonald’s  command  and  Major  Elliott’s 
scouts  picketing  my  flanks  and  front.  My  brigade  suffered  seriously  in 
the  attack  upon  Springfield,  but  it  covered  itself  all  over  with  glory, 
and  won  imperishable  laurels.  There  the  heroic  John  W.  Buffington, 
second  lieutenant  of  Company  H,  First  Regiment,  ahead  of  his  best  and 
bravest,  fell,  almost  leading  a forlorn  hope. 

Oh ! smooth  the  damp  hair  over  his  brow  ; 

It  is  pale  and  white,  and  ghastly  now ; 

And  hide  the  wounds  in  his  gory  breast, 

For  his  soul  has  fled  to  its  final  rest. 

In  the  charge  beyond  the  stockade,  after  that  had  been  won,  and 
almost  upon  the  enemy’s  guns,  II.  S.  Titsworth,  captain  of  Company  H, 


CfiAP.  XXXIV.]  marmaduke’s  EXPEDITION  INTO  MISSOURI.  203 

First  Eegiment,  fell,  badly  wounded,  and  has  since  died.  The  South  had 
no  nobler  champion,  our  cause  no  braver  defender,  and  he,  with  Major 
[Samuel]  Bowman,  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gilkey’s  regiment,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Buffington  form  an  illustrious  trio — three  of  the  grand  u immortal 
names  that  were  not  born  to  die.77  Peace  to  their  ashes  ! When  the 
warfare  of  the  world  is  over,  when  time  strikes  records  with  eternity, 
and  mortality  is  paling  beyond  the  sunset  shore,  and  the  billows  of 
dissolution  are  white  with  the  wrecks  of  the  universe,  these  deathless 
spirits  will  rise  beautiful  from  their  urns  of  death  and  chambers  of 
decay,  and  join  the  noble  band  of  Southern  martyrs  that  have  fallen 
“with  their  backs  to  the  field  and  their  feet  to  the  foe.77 

After  the  men  had  all  breakfasted  the  next  morning,  after  ammuni- 
tion had  been  distributed,  and  a leisurely  forming  of  the  brigade  effected, 
we  started  from  the  scene  of  a hard-fought  battle.  The  mission  had  been 
accomplished;  two  forts  had  been  captured,  a piece  of  artillery  taken, 
several  hundred  prisoners  paroled,  considerable  commissary  stores  des- 
troyed, and  we,  after  making  almost  a circuit  of  the  town  with  floating- 
banners  and  waving  pennons,  left  it  alone  in  its  glory,  because  all  had 
been  done  that  could  be  done. 

Friday,  the  9th,  moved  east  with  my  brigade  on  the  Bolla  road,  and 
camped  for  the  night  at  Sand  Spring,  whefe  your  escort  and  Lieutenant 
Scott  had  fired  a Federal  fort. 

The  10th,  we  marched  through  Marshfield,  and  after  burning  the  fort 
there,  which  was  done  by  Colonels  MacDonald  and  Thompson,  and  after 
forming  a junction  with  Colonel  Porter’s  command,  we  camped  again 
for  the  night,  but  with  orders  issued  to  move  at  3 o’clock  upon  the  ene- 
my, as  our  scouts  had  brought  information  of  their  close  proximity. 

After  a brisk,  stiff  gallop  for  several  hours  this  quiet  Sunday  morning 
of  the  11th,  Colonel  Porter,  leading  the  advance,  came  upon  them,  and 
formed  to  fight,  waiting  in  line  until  my  brigade  came  up,  which  it  did 
in  splendid  spirits.  After  maneuvering  for  a while,  at  your  order  we 
marched  hurriedly  to  the  town  of  Hartville,  and  found  the  enemy  in  posi- 
tion. My  brigade  was  immediately  dismounted  and  formed  for  the 
attack,  and  Collins  stationed  on  a commanding  hill  with  his  three-gun 
battery.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gordon  held  the  left,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gilkey  the  center,  and  Colonel  Thompson  the  right,  the  other  portions  of 
your  division  being  disposed  by  your  immediate  command.  Almost  im- 
mediately after  dismounting,  I threw  out  skirmishers,  and  advanced  the 
whole  line  upon  the  town  and  upon  the  woods  beyond,  knowing  that 
within  the  dark  shades  of  the  timber  the  crouching  Federals  were  wait- 
ing for  the  spring.  After  gaining  the  town,  and  just  upon  entering  the 
woods,  the  brigade  received  a terrible  and  well-directed  fire,  which  was 
so  sudden  that  it  almost  became  a surprise.  The  men  stood  all  its  fury 
well,  and  it  was  not  until  the  tornado  had  passed  did  they  begin  to  waver ; 
some  fell  back,  it  is  true ; some  stood  firm,  and  others  crouched  behind 
obstructions  that  sheltered  them ; but  the  left  of  the  First  Eegiment 
closed  in  on  them,  and  the  fight  raged  evenly  there.  Gordon  fell  back 
a little  with  his  regiment,  formed  their  lines  anew,  and  marched  again 
upon  the  foe.  Shanks,  with  three  companies  on  the  right,  covered  Por- 
ter’s artillery,  and  fought  long  and  well.  Thompson  gets  away  from  the 
noise  and  confusion  of  the  start,  and  comes  up  sternly  on  the  right.  Gor- 
don advances  his  regiment  on  the  left  again,  and  death’s  black  banner  is 
waving  there,  and  his  best  and  bravest  are  falling  round  him.  Gilkey 
comes  up  to  Gordon’s  aid,  and  Shanks  and  Thompson  are  doing  all  that 
men  can  do  to  stem  the  tide.  Maj.  George  E.  Kirtley,  of  the  First,  and 
Capt.  C.  M.  Turpin,  of  Company  I,  First  also,  are  dead.  Captains  Dupuy, 
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Burkholder,  Jarrett,  and  Webb,  of  the  Second,  are  wounded.  Captain 
Garrett,  First  Sergt.  William  Buckley,  and  Private  C.  [B.]  Bullard,  of 
Company  G,  all  of  the  First  Regiment,  and  all  lion-hearted,  are  badly 
wounded,  and  more  are  falling.  Gordon’s  ensign  is  shot  down,  but 
Lieutenant  Corder,  of  Company  C,  catches  the  fallen  beacon,  and  the 
banner  of  the  bars  waves  again  high  over  the  lurid  light  of  the  fight.  Col- 
lins’  battery  is  busy  with  its  work  of  death,  and  his  men  stand  nobly  to  I 
their  posts.  But  the  conflict  wanes,  and  Federals  are  retreating.  I 
drew  oft  my  brigade,  mounted  them,  and  left  Gordon’s  regiment  to  bring 
up  the  rear.  No  pursuit  was  attempted*  for  the  condition  of  horses  and 
men  forbade  it,  and  prudence  demanded  we  should  fa  ll  back  nearer  to  our 
base,  which  began  on  the  night  of  the  lltli  and  continued  until  the  even- 
ing of  the  20th,  suffering  from  cold,  hunger,  fatigue,  rain,  snow,  and  all 
the  ills  our  exposed  condition  presented.  The  trip,  general,  will  be  a 
memorable  one.  The  enemy  thought  that  your  division,  broken  down  j 
and  demoralized,  was  hibernating  on  the  banks  of  the  Arkansas,  and 
could  do  nothing.  What  will  be  their  surprise  to  learn  that  this  same 
division,  after  marching  300  miles  on  unshod  and  miserable  horses, 
hurled  itself  upon  their  Gibraltar  of  the  Southwest,  terrified  them  into 
burning  commissary  and  quartermaster’s  stores,  caused  them  to  evacuate  : 
forts,  which  were  burned,  frightened  Rolla  into  hysterics,  gave  the  militia 
of  the  surrounding  country  the  nightmare  for  months  to  come,  and  woke 
a thrill  in  Southern  hearts  that  will  prove  seed  for  the  harvest.  During 
the  march  from  Hartville  to  Batesville,  the  men  suffered  much,  and  some 
in  my  brigade  are  badly  frozen,  yet  the  cause  demanded  the  sacrifice, 
and  it  was  made. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  calling  your  attention  to  the  brave 
and  gallant  manner  in  which  Lieutenant  Collins  handled  his  battery, 
assisted  by  Lieutenant  [Jacob  D.]  Connor  and  Sergeants  [F.  L.]  Way- 
man  and  [Joseph]  Cooper.  They  deserve  a separate  battery.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels Gordon  and  Gilkey,  Colonel  Thompson,  Majors  Smith 
and  Shanks,  Adjutants  [Eli]  Hodge,  Edwards,  and  [George  M.]  Winship 
did  their  duty  well  and  nobly,  and  can  be  greeted  as  u Well  done,  good 
and  faithful  servants.” 

Captain  Crocker,  of  Company  K,  First  Regiment,  fell  at  Hartville 
badly  wounded,  and  my  brigade  is  thereby  deprived  of  as  gallant,  as 
heroic  a spirit  as  ever  drew  sword  for  the  battles  of  the  right.  The 
officers  and  men  of  my  command,  with  but  few  exceptions,  answered 
all  my  expectations,  and  will  do  to  rely  upon  when  “ Greek  meets  Greek.” 

I am  also  indebted  to  the  valuable  assistance  of  my  adjutant,  Capt.  W. 

J.  McArthur,  who,  always  cool  and  collected,  moved  the  various  regi- 
ments without  the  slightest  mistake.  In  closing  my  report  of  this  ad- 
venturous foray,  you  will  pardon  the  pride  I manifest  in  speaking  of  the 
heroic  examples  and  conduct  of  many  of  my  men  and  officers.  Captain 
Dupuy,  of  the  Second  Regiment,  brave,  and  tender  of  heart  as  a woman, 
fell,  badly  wounded,  and  has  lost  a leg.  The  chivalrous  Captain  [Wash- 
ington] McDaniel,  of  Major  Elliott’s  scouts,  in  that  grim  charge  of 
Hartville,  fell,  with  a bullet  through  his  dauntless  breast,  just  as  the 
Federals  retreated  and  a few  faint  notes  of  victory  came  pealing  on 
the  air.  Lieutenant  Royster,  of  the  First  Regiment,  and  Captains  [H. 
D.]  Stengle  and  D.  A.  Williams,  of  the'  Second  Regiment,  showed  a 
bravery  and  heroism  worthy  of  all  praise,  and  poor  Royster  was  left 
behind  badly  wounded.  Thomas  Smart,  private,  also  of  same  regiment, 
who  was  killed,  left  behind  a name  bright  as  the  hills  that  girt  the  shores 
of  paradise.  In  the  First  Regiment,  Privates  Bushrod  Corder,  Christo- 
pher Moorman,  Harvey  Plattenburg,  James  Gordon,  and  many  others 
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particularly  distinguished  themselves.  Maj.  George  R.  Kirtley  and 
Capt.  James  M.  Garrett,  of  the  First,  have  left  behind  them  immortal 
names— names  that  are  too  bright  to  die.  My  young  orderly,  Jimmy 
Chark,  displayed  a venturesome  courage  and  bravery  worthy  of  the 
most  favorable  notice,  and  was  always  where  I needed  him,  in  his  place. 
My  volunteer  aide,  Captain  Waters,  was  of  great  assistance,  always 
brave,  cool,  collected,  and  daring $ wherever  the  fire  was  heaviest  there 
he  was,  and  never  flinched.  My  quartermaster  and  commissary,  Majors 
[G.  D.]  Page  and  [John  B.]  Dale,  were  always  with  me,  rendering  val- 
uable assistance  by  their  great  ^oolu ess  and  attention.  To  those  ladies 
of  Little  Rock  who  so  kindly  remembered  my  brigade,  their  thanks  are 
especially  due,  and  under  the  folds  of  their  starry  banners  many  a noble 
heart  was  fired  and  many  a proud  step  fell  quicker  when  their  silken 
folds  caught  each  warrior’s  eye. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JO.  O.  SHELBY, 

Colonel , Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Brigadier-General  Marmaduke, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division. 


No.  11. 

Deport  of  Col . J.  C.  Porter,  Missouri  Cavalry  ( Confederate ),  commanding 

brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Porter’s  Brio.,  Missouri  Cav.,  0.  S.  Army, 

Camp  Allen , February  3,  1863. 

Sir  : In  obedience  to  your  order,  I,  on  the  2d  day  of  January,  1863, 
detached  from  my  command  (then  encamped  at  Pocahontas,  Randolph 
County,  Arkansas),  the  effective  men  of  my  command,  numbering  in  the 
aggregate  825  men,  and  proceeded  westward  with  said  detachment 
through  the  counties  of  Lawrence  and  Fulton,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 
Arriving  at  or  near  the  northwestern  corner  of  Fulton  County,  I learned 
of  a considerable  force  of  Federals  stationed  at  Houston,  in  Texas  County, 
Missouri.  I therefore  continued  my  march  farther  to  the  west,  going 
farther  west  than  I had  anticipated.  Arriving  at  a point  nearly  due 
south  of  the  town  of  Hartville,  in  the  county  of  Wright,  State  of  Mis- 
souri, I changed  my  course  northward,  and  in  the  direction  of  said  town 
(Hartville).  However,  before  changing  my  course  to  the  north,  on  ac- 
count of  the  roughness  of  the  roads  and  the  impossibility  of  having  my 
horses  shod,  I was  compelled  to  order  about  125  of  my  men  back  to 
camp,  as  being  unable  to  proceed  farther,  for  want  of  shoes  on  their 
horses,  leaving  my  detachment  only  700  strong.  No  incident  of  impor- 
tance occurred  worthy  of  note  up  to  this  time,  save  that  my  men  so  well 
behaved  that  I was  enabled  to  surprise  all  citizens  along  the  road,  and 
enabled  me  to  capture  some  of  the  worst  jayhawkers  that  infested  the 
country. 

The  men  of  my  command  seemed  well  satisfied,  and  ail  things  went 
well,  notwithstanding  the  hardships  all  were  compelled  to  undergo  on 
account  of  shortness  of  provisions  and  clothing. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  January,  1863,  we  neared  the  town  of 
Hartville,  Wright  County,  Missouri,  at  which  point  I learned  that  a 
company  of  the  enrolled  militia  of  Missouri  were  stationed.  Putting 
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my  command  in  order,  I detached  a company  as  advance  guard,  order-  j 
ing  them  to  reconnoiter  to  ascertain  the  position,  and,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, the  strength  of  the  enemy.  Following  my  advance,  I found,  upon 
approaching  the  town,  that  the  enemy,  40  strong,  had  surrendered  to  my  | ' 
advance  without  firing  a gun.  Before  approaching  the  town,  however,  i 
I ordered  the  detachment  of  Colonel  Burbridge’s  regiment,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Col.  John  M.  Wimer,  to  support  Captain  Brown’s  bat- 
tery,  the  rest  of  my  command,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  and  Colo-  j 
nel  Jeffers,  marching  under  my  immediate  command.  Upon  the  sur-  ; 
render  of  the  town,  we  took  35  (militia)  prisoners  and  2 United  States 
soldiers  and  some  citizens,  and  destroyed  the  fortifications,  with  200  j 
stand  of  arms,  finding  no  commissary  or  quartermaster’s  stores  or  trains.  ! 

Remaining  in  Hartville  until  8 p.  m.  of  the  9th  of  January,  and  re-  j 
ceiving  no  orders  from  you,  as  I had  anticipated,  I concluded  to  march  j 
upon  Lebanon  by  way  of  Hazlewood,  and  immediately  dispatched  a mes-  j 
senger  informing  you  of  my  plans. 

At  8 p.  m.  of  the  9th  of  January,  I moved  my  command  upon  the  road  ! 
to  Marshfield,  some  6 miles,  and  bivouacked  till  sunrise  on  the  morning 
of  the  10th  of  Jahuary,  when  I ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wimer  to  j 
proceed  with  his  command  to  the  town  of  Hazlewood.  In  obedience  to  • 
my  orders,  Colonel  Wimer  proceeded  to  Hazlewood,  and,  finding  the  I 
place  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  forthwith  burned  the  block-house,  and 
rejoined  my  command  some  two  hours  after  I had  met  the  balance  of  ij 
my  command;  joined  yours  about  4 miles  from  the  town  of  Marshfield. 

At  3 p.  in.  (10th)  my  command  was  ordered  back  3 miles,  upon  the 
road  leading  to  Hartville,  to  encamp.  At  11  p.  m.,  same  night,  I re- 
ceived  orders  to  proceed  with  my  command  to  Hartville,  at  which  hour 
I moved  my  command  in  the  direction  of  said  town,  sending  in  advance  j 
the  detachment  of  Colonel  Burbridge’s  regiment  under  command  of  j 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Wimer,  to  take  possession  of  and  operate  the  mill 
at  Hartville,  following  with  the  rest  of  my  command,  to  wit,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Campbell,  Colonel  Jeffers,  and  Captain  Brown’s  two-gun  I 
battery. 

The  advance,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wimer,  when  within  5 miles 
of  the  town  of  Hartville  (at  3 a.  in.,  11th  of  January),  were  fired  upon 
by  Federal  pickets,  upon  which  Colonel  Wimer  fell  back  a short  distance,  j 
dismounted  his  command,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  immediately  after  j 
which  a scout  of  Federal  cavalry  advanced  upon  Colonel  Wimer’s  com- 
mand.  Arriving  very  near,  they  were  fired  upon  by  Colonel  Wimer’s  I 
command,  killing  2,  and  killing  and  wounding  several  horses. 

Upon  receiving  information  of  the  enemy  in  front,  I ordered  Colonel 
Wimer  to  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  and  fall  back  gradually  upon  my  i 
command,  at  the  same  time  ordering  Captain  Brown’s  guns  in  position 
in  the  center,  with  Colonel  Campbell  on  the  right  and  Colonel  Jeffers 
on  the  left ; also  dispatching  a courier  to  you.  I continued  my  advance  j 
as  skirmishers  until  daylight  and  your  arrival,  the  enemy  during  the 
time  shelling  to  the  right  and  left  of  my  line,  slightly  wounding  one  of 
my  men  in  the  leg.  Whilst  the  advance,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  | 
Wimer,  were  falling  back  upon  my  line,  the  sharpshooters  of  Colonel 
Campbell,  by  mistake,  fired  upon  and  wounded  2 of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wimer’s  command. 

At  7 a.  m.  (11th  January),  I was  ordered  to  fall  back  and  follow  your 
command,  which  I did,  however,  keeping  my  battery  (Captain  Brown) 
in  position  for  a time,  when  I perceived  Federal  cavalry  advance  up 
the  road,  when  I ordered  Captain  Brown  to  open  on  them;  upon  which  J 
Captain  Brown  fired  two  rounds,  dispersing  them,  doing  no  other  daut- 
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age  to  them.  Captain  Brown  then  limbered  up  his  guns  and  fell  back 
with  the  other  command.  After  marching,  per  order,  until  about  1 
p.  m.,  we  again  neared  the  town  of  Hartville.  I was  then  ordered  to 
dismount  my  command  and  place  Captain  Brown’s  battery  in  position 
on  the  left.  Before  having  completed  or  carried  out  the  last  order,  I 
received  information  that  the  enemy  were  in  full  retreat  from  the  town  of 
Hartville,  and  at  the  same  time  an  order  to  remount  my  command  and 
pursue  the  enemy.  On  arriving  at  the  court-house  with  the  head  of  my 
column,  I found  the  enemy  formed  in  the  brush  just  above  town,  within 
50  yards  of  my  command.  Immediately  upon  perceiving  the  enemy  in 
position,  I ordered  my  men  to  dismount;  but  the  enemy  poured  upon  us 
such  a heavy  volley  of  musketry  that  my  command  was  compelled  to 
fall  back  somewhat  in  disorder,  I being  at  the  same  time  wounded 
in  leg  and  hand.  I ordered  my  adjutant  to  report  the  fact  to  you. 
Having,  at  the  same  time  that  I ordered  my  command  to  dismount, 
ordered  Captain  Brown’s  battery  to  take  position  near  the  head  of  my 
column,  after  Captain  Brown  took  position  as  ordered,  he  was  com- 
pelled, for  want  of  ammunition  (his  ammunition  being  carried  off  by 
his  horses  stampeding)  and  a galling  fire  of  the  enemy,  to  retire,  leaving 
his  pieces  on  the  field,  which  were  afterward  brought  off  by  a part  of 
Colonel  Greene’s  and  Burbridge’s  men.  Lieutenant-Colonel, Wimer  was 
shot  dead  whilst  leading  the  detachment  of  Colonel  Burbridge’s  regi- 
ment. Colonel  Jeffers,  without  fear,  led  his  men  through  the  fight. 
The  detachment  of  Colonel  Greene’s  regiment  was  gallantly  led  by 
Lieutenant- Colonel  [L.  C.J  Campbell,  assisted  by  Major  [L.  A.]  Campbell. 
I would  do  great  injustice  did  I make  distinction  among  my  officers  pres- 
ent on  that  occasion,  all  having  displayed  great  gallantry.  My  men,  I 
must  say,  acquitted  themselves  with  honor,  almost  without  exception. 
Our  loss  foots  up  6 killed  and  38  wounded.  I would  here  mention  that 
Captain  [George  B.]  McMahan  and  50  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell’s 
men  destroyed  the  block-house  and  stockade  at  Dallas,  the  enemy  fleeing 
before  him. 

On  our  return  march  from  Missouri,  my  men  and  officers  displayed 
great  energy  in  undergoing  the  fatigues  and  privations  necessary.  Ar- 
rived at  Camp  Sallado,  January  20,  1863. 

Respectfully, 

JO.  C.  PORTER, 

Colonel , Commanding  Porter’s  Brigade. 

General  Marmaduke. 


Ho.  12. 

Report  of  Maj.  G.  W.  C.  Bennett , MacDonald’s  Missouri  Cavalry  ( Con- 
federate.) 

Headquarters  MacDonald’s  Cavalry  Regiment, 

Camp  Horton , January  29,  [1863.] 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  this  regiment  has  taken  in  the  late  expedition  to  Missouri : 

Pursuant  to  General  Orders,  Ho.  — , this  regiment  took  up  its  line  of 
march  from  Lewisburg,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1862,  for  Yellville,  via 
Clinton,  and  camped  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day  on  Wolfe  Creek, 
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23  miles  from  Lewisburg.  Nothing  of  interest  transpired  during  this 
day’s  march. 

On  the  next  morning,  January  1,  we  marched  at  daylight.  Arrived 
at,  and  encamped  1 mile  beyond,  Clinton,  28  miles  from  our  previous 
camp. 

The  next  day’s  march  was  to  an  old  camp  ground,  within  8 miles  of 
Burnville. 

Marched  25  miles  January  3.  Captured  H.  H.  Thompson,  a deserter 
from  Colonel  Matlock’s  Arkansas  regiment.  Camped  on  Buffalo  Creek,  ! 
16  miles  from  our  former  camp. 

Upon  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  of  January,  we  arrived  at  Yellville, 
having  marched  20  miles.  Being  in  the  land  of  jay  hawkers,  our  camp  j 
guards  were  regularly  mounted,  and  scouts  kept  out  to  prevent  a sur-  : 
prise.  On  arriving  at  Yellville,  Colonel  MacDonald  received  your  Gen-  i 
eral  Orders,  No.  — , ordering  him  to  have  his  command  in  readiness  to  I 
march  at  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  January  5,  1863,  about  25  miles  in 
the  direction  of  Springfield,  via  Dubuque. 

We  camped,  on  the  evening  of  the  5th,  near  Sugar  Loaf,  Ark.,  where 
a general  court-martial  was  ordered  and  held,  for  the  trial  of  Private 
H.  H.  Thompson  or  any  other  prisoners  we  might  have  in  our  possession. 
The  finding  of  the  court-martial  being  u not  guilty,”  and  the  findings  ! 
and  proceedings  being  confirmed,  by  your  order  the  prisoner  was  released 
and  ordered  to  report  back  to  his  regiment. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  we  marched  toward  Dubuque,  and  en-  I 
camped  on  Beaver  Creek,  23  miles  from  Sugar  Loaf,  at  4 p.  m.  You  1 
sent  for  Colonel  MacDonald  and  myself,  and  ordered  us,  verbally,  to  . 
move  our  command  at  10  o’clock  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Lawrence,  22  | 
miles  from  our  encampment,  and  attack  the  fort  at  night  or  in  the  morn- 
ing,  as  Colonel  MacDonald  thought  best. 

The  march  was  attended  with  much  suffering  from  cold.  The  men 
were,  however,  buoyed  up  and  kept  in  excellent  spirits  in  expectation 
of  a fight  on  the  coming  morning.  At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the 
7th,  we  arrived  at  an  eminence  overlooking  Major  Turner’s  domicil,  i 
where  we  dismounted,  and,  hitching  our  horses,  prepared  to  charge  the 
enemy  on  foot.  Slowly  and  quietly  we  crept  along,  until  within  20  steps 
of  the  picket  fires,  when  we  were  discovered  by  the  pickets,  two  of 
whom  were  killed  while  attempting  to  alarm  the  fort.  The  remaining 
one  we  captured,  and,  without  stopping,  pushed  on  to  storm  the  fort. 
What  was  our  surprise,  on  arriving  in  sight,  to  find  500  well-armed  and 
well-equipped  troops  fleeing  from  an  almost  impregnable  fort,  before  our 
little  squad  of  250  men.  The  fort  and  surrounding  buildings  were  taken 
and  in  flames  in  ten  minutes  after  the  first  gun  was  fired,  destroying  their  | 
commissary  and  quartermaster’s  stores  and  what  medical  stores  we  were  ' 
unable  to  carry  with  us,  of  the  value,  I suppose,  of  $15,000,  about  100 
head  of  horses,  and  5 wagons.  The  horses  were,  however,  very  inferior, 
nearly  all  worthless.  Among  the  captures  were  about  300  stand  of 
arms  (Belgian  rifles  and  Minie  muskets),  with  6 boxes  fine  cartridges. 
On  account  of  having  no  transportation,  we  were  compelled  to  bury  the 
arms.  The  fort  consisted  of  a two  story  log  building,  12  inches  thick.  1 
The  logs  were  dovetailed,  and  were  very  closely  fitted  together.  The  1 
second  story  projected  over  the  first.  The  building  was  about  150  feet  i 
long  and  40  wide,  with  port-holes  for  musketry  extending  around  the 
entire  building,  and  mortised  on  the  inside  for  the  purpose  of  turning  the 
muskets  in  any  direction.  The  other  buildings,  some  eight  or  ten  in  num- 
ber, were  used  for  barracks.  We  captured  also  14  prisoners,  who  were 
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paroled  on  the  field.  Their  names  I give  in  my  summary.  At  10  a.  m. 
we  moved  toward  Ozark,  traveling  some  45  miles,  and  camped,  at  12 
o'clock  that  night,  5 miles  from  Ozark.  At  4 o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing we  moved  on  in  the  direction  of  Springfield;  passed  through  Ozark 
at  daylight,  and  arrived  in  front  of  Springfield  at  10  a.  m.  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th  of  January,  1863.  The  line  of  battle  being  formed, 
Colonel  MacDonald  received  an  order  from  you  to  occupy  the  left  of 
Colonel  Shelby’s  brigade,  resting  upon  the  Telegraph  road,  and  the  ex- 
treme left  of  the  line.  He  was  also  ordered  to  send  out  lookouts  and 
skirmishers  to  prevent  a flank  movement  of  the  enemy,  and  ascertain 
any  movement  of  the  enemy.  • In  a few  minutes  one  of  the  lookouts  dis- 
covered a considerable  body  of  infantry  formed  directly  in  our  front. 
He  was  ordered  to  dismount  the  men  and  dislodge  them.  When  dis- 
mounted, he  marched  them  through  the  thick  underbrush  as  quietly  as 
possible ; but  our  movements  were  discovered,  and  they  retired  to  their 
trenches.  Colonel  MacDonald  was  then  ordered  to  oblique  his  com- 
mand to  the  right,  as  he  was  too  far  to  the  left ; and  just  as  we  emerged 
from  the  brush,  Major  Smith  came  galloping  down  with  orders  for  us  to 
move  directly  to  the  front,  toward  the  houses ; that  there  was  a consider- 
ble  body  of  infantry  behind  the  houses  and  fences.  As  soon  as  Colonel 
MacDonald  drew  the  men  in  line,  he  ordered  the  charge,  routed  the 
enemy,  and  took  possession  of  the  houses.  As  soon  as  we  arrived  at 
the  houses,  we  were  charged  by  a body  of  Federal  cavalry  on  the  left. 
Just  at  this  time  Colonel  Shelby,  with  his  command,  moved  rapidly  for- 
ward on  my  right,  and,  had  it  not  been  for  this  gallant  movement  of 
Colonel  Shelby,  our  command  would  have  suffered  more  severely  than 
it  did.  We  immediately  opened  a brisk  fire  upon  the  cavalry,  and  it 
fled  in  confusion.  We  then  moved  from  house  to  house  and  from  fence 
to  fence,  the  enemy  flying  before  us,  until  we  arrived  at  the  fort,  which, 
in  connection  with  Colonel  Shelby’s  command,  we  occupied  the  rest  of 
the  day.  We  advanced  twice,  occupying  the  houses  in  front  of  the 
fort;  but  the  enemy  being  largely  re-enforced,  we  found  we  could  not 
hold  them  without  an  unnecessary  loss  of  life,  and  we  returned  inside 
the  palisades,  where  the  hard  fight  continued  until  after  dark.  Though 
entirely  successful  in  my  attempt  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  houses 
and  fences,  I am  sorry  to  record  the  loss  of  some  of  my  best  officers  and 
men. 

In  my  summary  I give  an  account  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing sustained  in  the  engagement. 

At  about  8 o’clock,  Colonel  MacDonald  was  ordered  to  move  his  com- 
mand and  camp  them  upon  the  farm  of  John  S.  Phelps,  distant  2 miles 
from  the  scene  of  action.  The  men  here  bivouacked  for  the  night,  and, 
building  large  fires  from  the  fine  oak  fence  rails  of  mine  host  Phelps, 
and  with  a plentiful  supply  from  the  richly  stored  larder  of  Mrs. 
Phelps,  regaled  themselves  after  the  hard  day’s  fight. 

On  the  morrnng  of  the  9th,  we  moved  out  on  and  marched  some  20 
miles  upon  the  Eolla  road,  when  we  left  Colonel  Shelby’s  command  and 
took  a right-hand  road  leading  to  Marshfield.  Upon  this  day’s  march 
we  captured  some  6 or  8 prisoners,  who  were  turned  over  to  General 
Marmaduke;  tore  down  the  telegraph  wires,  and  captured  one  two-mule 
wagon,  with  1,600  poundsof  flour;  several  horses, equipments,  &c.,  which 
I mention  in  my  summary.  We  there  separated  from  Colonel  Shelby’s 
command,  they  taking  the  road  to  Sand  Spring,  we  marching  on  Marsh- 
field, distant  11  miles,  where  the  militia  were  fortified.  Our  advance 
entered  the  town  about  7 p.  m.,  and  took  possession.  Here  we  found 
rich  stores,  suitable  to  the  wants  of  our  men,  consisting  of  boots,  shoes, 
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hats,  caps,  socks,  gloves,  &c.  We  also  captured  G prisoners,  who  were 
paroled  on  the  succeeding  morning,  and  a quantity  of  fine  arms  and 
ammunition.  The  name  and  regiment  to  which  the  prisoners  belong  I 
give  in  my  summary.  This  fort  was  built  of  heavy  oak  boards,  and  in 
arrangement  very  similar  to  Fort  Lawrence.  Besides  the  fort,  they  had 
stockades  or  piles  driven  in  the  ground  and  dirt  thrown  up  against  it 
from  the  outside.  On  the  succeeding  morning  we  were  ordered  to 
march,  and  moved  about  8 o’clock.  After  making  a circuit  of  some  8 i 
or  10  miles,  we  again  returned  to  Marshfield,  and,  marching  through, 
proceeded  to  camp,  some  7 miles  distant..  At  this  point  we  formed 
a junction  with  Colonel  Porter’s  command.  Here  we  received  orders  ! 
to  move  the  next  morning  at  1 o’clock,  and  march  in  the  rear  of 
Colonel  Porter’s  command.  About  4.30  o’clock,  Colonel  Porter’s  ad- 
vance encountered  the  enemy’s  pickets  at  a point  on  the  road  about  j 
5 miles  from  Hartville,  and  a considerable  volley  of  musketry  was 
fired.  We  were  ordered  up  on  double-quick,  dismounted,  and  formed 
on  the  extreme  left  of  Colonel  Porter’s  line,  where  we  remained  until  ' 
between  daylight  and  sunrise,  when  we  were  ordered  to  remount  and  , 
move  in  the  rear  of  Colouel  Shelby’s  command,  taking  a left-hand  road 
that  intersected  the  Hartville  and  Yera  Cruz  road,  about  4 miles  from 
Hartville.  At  this  point  the  entire  column  countermarched,  moving  , 
directly  toward  Hartville.  After  moving  in  this  direction  about  1 mile,  I j 
received  orders,  through  Captain  [ W.  J.]  McArthur,  of  Colonel  Shelby’s 
command,  to  take  a right-hand  road,  and  moved  rapidly  with  my  com- 
mand to  a point  where  this  road  intersected  the  Houstou  and  Hartville 
road,  1J  mil6s  east  of  Houston,  and  to  remain  there  until  further  orders. 

I was  placed  there  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy 
and  their  baggage  trains.  I had  no  engagement  with  the  enemy,  with 
the  exception  of  picket  fighting.  A small  body  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  i 
from  his  right  wing,  made  a movement  in  a southeasterly  direction,  and 
were  fired  into  by  my  pickets,  killing  1 and  capturing  6 prisoners.  We  ■ 
sustained  no  loss.  These  prisoners  were  afterward  turned  over  to,  and 
paroled  by,  Captain  [Henry]  Ewing.  I remained  here  until  dark,  when 
I was  ordered  to  return  and  fall  in  with  the  main  column.  At  the  point 
on  the  Yera  Cruz  road,  where  we  countermarched,  Colonel  MacDonald, 
being  in  the  rear,  became  separated  from  his  command.  He  followed  the  j 
main  column  to  the  field  of  battle.  During  this  engagement  he  fell,  1 
mortally  wounded  in  the  thigh.  Of  his  action  on  this  occasion,  others  | 
who  were  present  have  a better  right  to  speak  than  myself.  Surely  none 
that  knew  him  will  pretend  to  say  he  did  not  die  gallantly  battling  with 
the  enemy — bravely  fighting  for  his  country  and  his  country’s  cause. 
During  my  connection  with  the  army  I have  never  known  a kinder-  * 
hearted  man — a braver  officer  or  soldier.  Let  us  drop  one  tear  upon  the 
grave  of  the  departed  hero,  and  pass  on  to  renewed  victories  and  to 
avenge  his  death. 

We  camped  the  night  of  the  11th,  7 miles  from  Hartville,  and  biv- 
ouacked on  an  open  prairie  until  sunrise,  when  I wras  ordered  to  report  at 
your  headquarters  in  person  for  orders.  I was  ordered  to  fall  in  rear  of 
the  entire  command,  with  one  piece  of  artillery,  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant Collins. 

I detached  one  company  as  rear  guard,  and,  without  any  incidents  of 
interest,  arrived  in  camp  about  4 p m.  On  the  evening  of  the  12th, 
marched  17  miles.  I sent  back,  about  4 miles,  a heavy  picket.  The 
next  day  I again  brought  up  the  rear  with  the  same  piece  of  artillery ; 
marched  23  miles.  About  3 o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  13th,  a heavy 
rain  commenced  and  continued  all  night.  Lieutenant  Collins  informed 
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me  liis  horses  were  unable  to  proceed  farther,  and,  learning  camp  was 
still  12  miles  ahead,  I thought  it  best  to  halt  my  command,  and  did  so. 
The  men  were  without  rations  for  themselves  and  horses,  and,  notwith- 
standing the  rain  was  falling  in  torrents,  I did  not  hear  a murmur  from 
one  of  my  command ; on  the  contrary,  they  were  cheerful.  I again  pick- 
eted the  road  some  5 miles  in  the  rear.  On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  I 
again  moved  my  command,  and  rejoined  the  main  column  about  11  a.  m. 
At  about  12  m.  of  the  14th,  I again  received  orders  to  move  about  9 
miles  and  camp  in  the  vicinity  of  Captain  Howard’s.  During  the  night 
there  was  a heavy  snow-fall,  and  in  the  excessive  cold  several  of  my 
men  were  frost-bitten.  They  bore  it,  however,  heroically,  not  a murmur 
escaping  the  lips  of  a single  man.  On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  I was 
ordered  to  march  in  rear  of  Colonel  Shelby  and  in  advance  of  Colonel 
Porter,  which  I did,  camping  about  3 p.  m.;  marched  15  miles.  That 
night  1 received  orders  to  march  in  advance  of  the  whole  column,  which 
was  executed  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  at  3 o’clock,  marching  25  miles. 
This  was  the  most  severe  march  we  experienced  on  the  whole  expedi- 
tion. Some  20  or  25  of  my  men  were  severely  frost-bitten.  That  night 
I received  verbal  orders  to  move  my  command  and  subsist  my  command 
separately,  and  would  receive  my  orders  at  Magness’  Ferry.  I moved 
at  sunrise  and  marched  18  miles,  and  camped  near  Mr.  Williams’,  2J 
miles  from  Hookran.  On  the  night  of  the  17th,  I received  an  order 
from  you,  dated  Hookran,  January  17,  ordering  me  to  march  my  com- 
mand as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  take  the  most  energetic  measures  to 
bring  forward  every  Confederate  soldier,  all  of  which  was  executed, 
marching  about  20  miles,  camping  4 miles  from  Sulphur  Rock.  On  the 
morning  of  the  18th,  we  marched  at  sunrise,  and  arrived  at  Magness’ 
Ferry  at  about  11  a.  m.  We  immediately  commenced  crossing,  though, 
with  the  facilities  offered,  it  was  a slow  process.  We  completed  the 
grossing  about  10  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  and  camped  1 mile 
from  the  White  River,  on  the  south  side. 

In  conclusion,  I am  glad  to  say  this  regiment  displayed  all  the  cour- 
age, patience,  and  endurance  during  the  march,  in  camp,  or  on  the  field 
)f  battle  which  has  always  rendered  it  a command  of  which  Napoleon 
limself  might  be  proud.  Where  all  did  so  nobly  it  is  difficult  and  need- 
ess  to  particularize,  and  hence  I shall  forbear.  The  officers  and  men 
ire  now,  and  have  been  during  the  entire  trip,  in  excellent  spirits,  ready 
ind  willing  to  bear  all  for  their  country,  whenever  and  wherever  called. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

G.  W.  0.  BENNETT, 

Major , Comdg.  MacDonald’s  Missouri  Regiment  of  Cavalry. 


JANUARY  1,  1863. — Affair  near  Helena,  Ark. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Willis  A.  Gorman , TJ.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  East.  Ark.,  Helena , Ark.,  January  3,  1863. 

General  : On  January  1,  the  Texas  Rangers,  with  25  or  30  men,  about 
unrise  made  a dash  upon  my  pickets  again,  where  26  men  and  1 commis- 
ioned  officer  were  on  duty,  and,  without  the  least  resistance  or  the  firing 
f a gun,  disgracefully  surrendered  and  were  taken  off.  They  belonged 
o the  Twenty-eighth  Iowa,  a new  regiment,  but  a short  time  in  the 
ervice.  The  officer  must  be  disgracefully  dismissed  from  the  service, 
nd  I trust  you  will  order  that  the  men,  when  they  return  under  parole, 
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as  they  probably  will  in  a few  days,  shall  be  ordered  on  duty  again 
and  put  in  the  front  of  the  first  fight,  and  if  ever  captured  again  let 
them  be  hung,  as  they  deserve.  There  are  strong  suspicions  that  they 
surrendered  to  be  paroled,  that  they  might  get  home.  They  were  ail 
sitting  down  and  lying  around,  shamefully  neglecting  their  duty. 

About  four  days  previous  to  this  they  attacked  our  cavalry  pickets 
from  an  ambuscade  in  the  dense  woods ; killed  2 and  wounded  16. 
These  belonged  to  the  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry,  and  behaved  hand- 
somely. None  were  captured.  I am  still  occupying  Friar’s  Point  with 
the  Twenty-ninth  Wisconsin  Regiment,  100  cavalry,  and  two  pieces  of 
artillery. 

General  Sherman’s  troops,  on  the  way  down  the  Mississippi,  wantonly  | 
burned  much  property.  The  general  arrested  the  guilty  parties,  had 
them  tried  promptly,  and  seven  of  them  shot.  I am  not  advised  to  what 
regiment  or  command  they  belonged.  This  is  the  first  execution  for 
plundering,  marauding,  or  burning  property  that  has  occurred  in  our 
army  during  the  war.  I regret  to  say  that  this  army  has  acquired  an 
unenviable  reputation  for  pi  undering,  robbing,  and  burning  property. 
The  discipline  is  improving.  When  1 took  command  it  seemed  to  me 
the  most  undisciplined  mob  I ever  came  in  contact  with.  The  materiel 
is  splendid,  but  the  political  demagogues  among  the  line  officers  are 
enough  to  damn  the  best  army  on  God’s  footstool.  I found  colonels 
giving  leaves  of  absence,  men  and  officers  slipping  off  home  on  boats, 
and  all  manner  of  breaches  of  discipline  and  order.  I have  had  thorough 
inspections  of  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry,  commissary  and  quar-  i 
termaster’s  departments,  transportation,  and  all  public  property.  I 
have  had  drills  and  reviews  of  every  arm  of  the  service.  If  I had 
thirty  days’  pretty  weather,  I would  set  up  this  army  in  as  fine  style  as 
need  be. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  GORMAN, 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri , Saint  Louis , Mo. 


JANUARY  2,  1863. — Reoccupation  of  New  Madrid,  Mo.,  by  Union  forces. 

Report  of  Col.  D.  Henry  Hughes , Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Infantry. 

New  Madrid,  Mo.,  January  3, 1S63. 

General:  I occupied  this  post  with  my  regiment  yesterday.  We1 
found  the  guns  spiked,  gun  carriages  burned,  and  magazine  blown  up, 
filling  the  works  with  debris.  The  defenses  proper  are  but  little  injured. 
No  opposition  was  made  to  my  landing,  the  few  guerrillas  in  the  placei 
scattering  to  the  country.  From  the  best  intelligence  I hear,  there  is; 
no  large  body  of  the  enemy  within  30  miles,  but  several  bands  of  from 
100  to  250,  which,  united,  would  make  considerable  force.  I would  sug-j 
gest,  general,  that  we  need  a company  or  two  of  cavalry  to  scour  the 
country  and  pick  up  information,  capture  chiefs  of  guerrilla  bands,  &c.. 
We  also  need  a battery  of  light  artillery.  If  it  is  a possible  thing,  I 
would  like  to  have  them  furnished  immediately. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  HUGHES, 

Colonel , Commanding  Thirty  eighth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Brigadier-General  Fisk. 
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JANUARY  8-10,  1863. — Scout  from  Elkliorn  to  Berryville,  Ark. 

Report  of  Col , John  F.  Philips,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 
Elkliorn , Ark.,  January  10,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  night  before  last  I sent 
out,  under  Captain  [T.  W.J  Houts,  of  Company  A,  about  75  men  in  the 
direction  of  Berryville.  He  has  just  returned,  6 a.  m.  Near  Berryville 
he  surprised  and  killed  a gang  of  10  bushwhackers.  They  were  clothed 
and  armed  with  Federal  uniforms  and  arms,  and  mounted  on  good  horses, 
all  of  which  fell  into  our  hands,  except  one  or  two  horses  killed  in  the 
melee.  One  man  made  his  escape;  "wounded,  however.  The  scout  en- 
tered Berryville.  No  force  there.  All  is  quiet,  as  far  as  can  be  learned, 
to  the  east  of  that  point. 

I send  dispatch  from  Springfield,  which  explains  itself.  Marmaduke’s 
forje  is  reported  at  6,000.  Our  trains  on  Bolla  road  are  in  danger.  I 
send  a squad  to  examine  telegraph  lines. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 
Colonel , Commanding. 

Brigadier- General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters,  January  9, 1863. 

Brigadier  General  Herron  : 

General  : I believe  the  enemy  have  decamped,  and  taken  the  old 
Saint  Louis  road.  We  whipped  them  yesterday.  General  Brown  is 
wounded.  I have  sent  a force  to  watch  them. 

Yours, 

B.  CRABB, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Forces  and  Post. 


JANUARY  9-12,  1863. — Expedition  from  Huntsville  to  Buffalo  River,  Ark. 

Report  of  Maj.  Joseph  W.  Caldwell,  First  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  First  Iowa  Cavalry, 

Camp  at  Carrollton,  Ark.,  January  13,  1863. 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  in- 
structions received  from  you,  I left  camp  at  Huntsville,  Ark.,  on  the 
morning  of  the  9th  instant,  at  8 o’clock,  with  a detachment  of  the  First 
Regiment  Iowa  Cavalry,  numbering  300  officers  and  men,  and  proceeded 
toward  Kingston,  Ark.,  where  I arrived  at  2 p.  m.  of  said  day,  when  I 
received  important  information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  which 
I immediately  conveyed  to  you  by  dispatch. 

The  guides  who  accompanied  me  not  being  acquainted  with  the 
region  of  country  beyond  Kingston,  where  your  instructions  required 
that  I should  go,  I procured  new  guides  at  the  above-named  place,  and 
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proceeded  on  the  road  4 miles  beyond  Kingston.  It  being  4 p.  m.,  and  | 
learning  that  the  road  before  me  was  a winding  one,  through  wild 
mountains,  utterly  devoid  of  habitations,  I bivouacked  for  the  night] 
and  threw  out  on  all  the  roads  in  the  vicinity  strong  guards. 

Early  in  the  evening  the  picket  guard  on  the  eastern  road  captured!  | 
3 men  and  14  head  of  horses  and  mules,  owned  by  an  individual  called  i 
Parson  Eodgers,  who  confessed  to  me  that  he  was  engaged  in  buying 
horses  and  mules  and  selling  them  to  the  army  of  the  so-called  Confed- 
erate  States,  this  being  the  third  lot  he  had  purchased. 

During  the  night  Capt.  J.  D.  Jenks  and  Corporal  Ramsey,  of  Com- 
pany D,  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  having  in  charge  3 prisoners,  captured 
while  on  picket,  and  being  on  their  way  to  camp  with  them,  were  halted! 
on  the  road  by  some  unknown  person  or  persons,  who  demanded  that 
they  surrender,  which  was  promptly  refused ; whereupon  the  party  was 
fired  upon,  without  injury,  however,  to  any  one,  and  the  fire  instantly* 
returned  by  Captain  jenks,  killing  1 man,  whose  name  was  ascertained  ; 
to  be  Allen  Basham.  Captain  Jenks  and  Corporal  Ramsey  succeeded 
in  reaching  camp  safely  with  2 of  the  3 prisoners,  1 of  the  prisoners 
escaping  during  the  encounter. 

At  4 o’clock  on  the  following  morning  I had  the  column  in  motion,  and 
by  daylight  reached  the  salpeter  works  on  Buffalo  River,  14  miles  from 
Kingston,  where  I completely  surprised  the  small  force  there  employed, 
and  captured  17  out  of  20 ; the  lieutenant  in  charge  and  2 men  being  en- 
gaged at  work  in  the  timber  a short  distance  from  the  buildings,  suc- 
ceeded in  making  good  their  escape. 

The  buildings,  fourteen  in  number,  very  extensive,  entirely  new  and 
of  good  workmanship,  together  with  two  steam-engines,  three  boilers, 
seven  large  iron  kettles,  weighing,  according  to  the  bill  for  the  same, 
found  on  the  premises,  800  pounds  each,  besides  half  a ton  of  saltpeter, 
a large  fire-proof  iron  safe  (Hall’s  patent),  three  Concord  wagons,  two 
carts,  and  all  the  appurtenances  of  a tirst-class  establishment  of  this 
character,  were  completely  destroyed  by  fire  and  otherwise. 

After  remaining  at  this  place  about  six  hours,  I moved  my  command 
to  a point  4 miles  below,  on  Buffalo  River,  and  sent  a detachment  of  100 
men,  under  the  command  of  Captains  [Alexander  G.]  McQueen  and 
[David  C.]  Dinsmore,  of  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  to  destroy  an  establish- 
ment of  similar  character.  The  working  party,  having  a lookout  posted 
on  an  elevated  point  on  the  mountains,  escaped,  but  the  detachment  took 
possession  of  the  works,  which  consisted  of  several  frame  buildings, 
entirely  new,  with  four  large  iron  kettles,  in  full  operation,  all  of  which 
were  destroyed. 

In  the  mean  time  I captured,  in  the  valley  and  mountains  skirting  the 
Buffalo  River,  some  20  prisoners,  all  notorious  outlaws,  and  a like  num- 
ber of  horses. 

Having  been  entirely  successful  in  accomplishing  all  that  was  assigned 
to  me,  without  casualty  to  any  of  my  command,  I started  on  my  return, 
and  recrossed  the  mountains  in  the  night  time,  arriving  in  camp,  at  Car- 
rollton, Ark.,  on  the  evening  of  January  12,  delivering  my  prisoners,  to 
the  number  of  39,  and  39  horses  and  mules,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Elias 
B.]  Baldwin,  of  the  Eighth  Missouri  Cavalry,  provost-marshal  of  the 
Third  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  CALDWELL, 

Major  First  Iowa  Ca  valry . 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  J.  Herron, 

Commanding  Third  Division , Army  of  the  Frontier . 
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JANUARY  12,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Lick  Creek,  near  Helena,  Ark. 

Report  of  Lieut.  James  B.  Bradford , Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

Helena,  Ark.,  January  13, 1863. 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  state  that,  by  order  of  Col.  Powell 
Clayton,  of  the  Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry,  commanding  the  expedition  which 
left  Helena,  Ark.,  on  Sunday,  January  11,  for  White  River,  I was  de- 
tailed by  Col.  Thomas  Stephens,  commanding  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry, 
to  convey  dispatches  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Helena,  Ark.,  ancl 
was  furnished  with  a command,  consisting  of  1 sergeant  and  24  men, 
for  that  purpose  from  the  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

The  command  left  Big  Creek,  the  camp  of  the  above-named  regiment 
(a  point  18  miles  west  of  Helena,  on  the  Saint  Charles  road,  I believe), 
on  Monday,  January  12,  at  3 p.  m.  A small  party  of  rebels  having  been 
reported  to  me  as  seen  a short  distance  in  the  advance,  I used  the  ut- 
most caution,  keeping  3 men  well  in  advance,  but  in  sight  of  myself  and 
command. 

On  arriving  at  a point  called  Lick  Creek,  about  6 miles  east  of  Big 
Creek  and  12  miles  from  Helena,  I found  that  the  bridge  across  said 
creek,  constructed  by  the  Federal  troops  the  day  previous,  had  been 
destroyed.  Thinking  it  necessary  that  I should  advance  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  1 immediately  gave  orders  to  cross  the  creek  at  a ford  a short 
distance  from  the  bridge.  I had  succeeded  in  crossing  about  10  of  the 
command  (including  myself  and  sergeant),  and  while  on  the  east  bank 
superintending  the  crossing  of  the  balance  (the  ford  being  very  deep  and 
muddy),  we  were  attacked  by  a body  of  rebel  cavalry  from  the  west  side 
of  the  creek,  supposed  to  be  about  75  strong.  Before  crossing  the  creek, 
having  reasons  to  believe  that  we  might  be  attacked  at  that  point,  some 
of  the  command  had  examined  a road  and  the  surroundings  leading  into 
the  one  upon  which  I had  advanced  at  a distance  of  about  40  rods  from 
the  creek.  They  reported  that  no  enemy  were  visible.  I now  think 
that  the  above-mentioned  cavalry  were  secreted  in  the  woods  between 
the  roads. 

On  being  attacked,  those  of  the  command  who  had  crossed  the  creek 
immediately  commenced  pouring  a very  effective  fire  (with  their  re- 
volvers, not  having  any  carbines)  into  the  enemy,  and  succeeded  in  un- 
horsing 5 or  6 of  them.  We  continued  to  fire  until  our  revolvers  were 
exhausted  of  their  loads,  when  my  men  commenced  to  retreat,  having 
seen  that  those  who  were  in  the  creek  and  on  the  west  bank  were  either 
killed,  wounded,  or  prisoners. 

I succeeded  in  rallying  those  remaining  of  the  command  after  retreat- 
ing about  30  rods,  and  commanded  them  to  reload  their  revolvers  and 
endeavor  to  assist  those  who  were  on  the  east  side  of  the  creek  unhorsed 
or  wounded ; but,  while  preparing  to  load,  we  were  fired  upon  by  a party 
of  about  30  men,  commanding  us  at  the  same  time  to  surrender.  The 
said  men  were  concealed  about  4 rods  north  of  the  road  leading  to 
Helena.  Not  deeming  it  safe  to  attack  (our  arms  being  unloaded),  and 
their  party  numbering  at  least  four  to  one  of  my  command,  I gave  the 
order  to  follow,  and  succeeded  in  passing  the  enemy,  after  receiving  two 
volleys  from  them  at  a distance  of  about  10  and  4 rods.  I immediately 
pursued  my  way  to  Helena  with  what  remained,  consisting  of  myself, 
sergeant,  and  3 privates.  We  succeeded  in  securing  4 horses  and  equip- 
ments belonging  to  those  who  had  been  unhorsed,  and  brought  them  to 
Helena,  at  which  point  we  arrived  at  7 p.  m.,  when  I immediately  re- 
ported myself  and  command,  and  delivered  the  dispatches  as  ordered. 
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At  about  10  o’clock  on  the  same  evening,  four  more  of  the  command  j 
reported  at  Helena,  having  succeeded  in  evading  the  second  ambush  by  I 
taking  a circuit  to  the  right,  their  firing  on  the  advance  having  warned 
them  of  the  position  of  the  rebels. 

On  this  day,  January  13,  about  10  a.  m.,  one  more  man  came  in,  having 
remained  secreted  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  fight  until  evening,  when 
he  succeeded  in  making  his  way  to  Helena,  and  reported  that,  as  well  ; 
as  he  could  judge,  he  saw  about  9 or  10  of  our  men  taken  prisoners,  and 
supposed  that  the  balance  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  men  under  my  charge  behaved 
admirably. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  BRADFORD, 

Lieutenant  and  Reg.  Com.  of  Sub.,  Second  Wisconsin  Cam 

Ool.  Cyrus  Bussey,  Commanding  Rost  at  Helena , Ar/c. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  6 paroled  prisoners  have  reported  i 
to  me,  who  state  that  our  loss  was  1 killed,  2 badly  wounded,  besides 
several  slightly,  making  14  who  have  returned.  Captains  Cawley  and 
Clifford,  commanding  rebels,  admit  that  they  were  200  strong,  and  that 
they  lost  1 lieutenant  killed ; also  others  kilied  and  wounded,  which  my 
men  corroborate. 


JANUARY  13-19,  1863. — Expedition  from  Helena  up  the  White  River, 

Ark.,  and  capture  of  Saint  Charles,  Clarendon,  Devall’s  Bluff,  and  Bes 

Arc,  Ark. 

’ ! 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Willis  A.  Gorman , U.  S.  Army.* 

Headquarters  District  oe  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Saint  Charles , White  River , January  14,  1863. 

General  : General  McClernand’s  attack  and  capture  of  Post  Arkan- 
sas, with  about  6,000  prisoners,  13  guns,  and  all  their  stores  and  muni- 
tions of  war,  has  been  heretofore  reported  to  you.  I arrived  at  this 
place  last  night,  and  found  the  place  evacuated,  they  having  left  day 
before  yesterday  evening,  carrying  away,  by  a little  steamer,  two  8-incli 
siege  guns,  and  six  light  pieces.  Their  train  and  infantry  left  by  land 
at  the  same  time.  I have  started  the  cavalry  in  pursuit  of  their  train, 
but  I think  they  have  burned  one  bridge,  which  will  prevent  its  capture.  j 
I have  left  one  regiment  of  infantry,  one  battery  of  six  guns,  two  com- 
panies  of  cavalry,  and  the  iron-clad  gunboat  Cincinnati  here,  as  a tem- 
porary garrison.  I proceed  at  once,  with  the  iron-clad  gunboat  Saint 
Louis  and  the  remainder  of  the  command,  to  Devall’s  Bluff,  where  I 
hope  to  overtake  their  little  steamer  with  their  artillery  aboard,  before 
they  can  carry  it  off  by  railroad  from  Devali’s  Bluff  to  Little  Bock.  No 
accident  has  occurred,  and  all  is  going  well.  I expect  to  meet  1,500  of 
my  cavalry  at  Clarendon.  I shall  try  and  communicate  with  our  forces 
at  Batesville,  if  they  are  there. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  &c., 

W.  A.  GORMAN, 
Brigadier - General , Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

* For  reports  of  Lieut.  Commander  John  G.  Walker,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval 
forces,  see  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  December  7,  1863. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

DevalVs  Bluff , January  18,  1863. 

General:  On  yesterday  we  took,  and  my  command  now  occupy,  this 
point.  1 found  the  railroad  from  here  to  Little  Rock  in  good  running 
order,  a train  having  been  here  the  day  before  we  arrived.  They  have 
2 locomotives,  2 passenger  cars,  and  12  platform  cars.  Three  of  the 
latter  we  have  here. 

I captured  here  two  8-inch  Columbiads  in  good  order,  with  carriages 
complete  ; 90  new  Enfield  rifles,  and  25  prisoners,  including  a master’s 
mate  of  the  rebel  Navy. 

Our  approach  was  sudden  and  rapid,  and  on  arriving  in  sight  two 
companies  of  infantry,  who  were  here  busily  engaged  in  getting  the  two 
large  guns  on  the  cars,  ran  at  once  and  scattered  into  the  woods.  My 
infantry,  which  had  been  landed  below  and  sent  to  their  rear,  caught 
all  except  those  who  took  the  Des  Arc  road  and  concealed  themselves 
in  the  woods.  My  cavalry  was  landed  at  once,  and  penetrated  the  road 
7 miles  on  the  Little  Rock  road,  until  the  mud  and  water  became 
utterly  impassable.  I started  a gunboat  and  some  infantry  early  this 
morning  up  the  river  to  Des  Arc,  where  I hope  to  capture  a train  en- 
gaged in  transporting  supplies  to  Little  Rock,  and  perhaps  a quantity 
of  corn,  oats,  and  other  forage. 

Hindman  with  his  forces  are  at  Little  Rock,  having  arrived  there  last 
Monday  [12th].  General  Henry  [E.]  McCulloch  is  believed  to  be  at  Pine 
Blufi*.  General  Hawes,  with  three  regiments  of  cavalry  and  six  pieces 
of  light  artillery,  was  ordered  to  re-enforce  Post  Arkansas,  and  started 
last  Sunday  [11th]  on  a forced  march,  but  only  got  as  far  as  Hicks’ 
railroad  station,  3 miles  from  Brownsville,  and  is  supposed  now  to  be 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Arkansas. 

All  the  forces  of  the  enemy  except  two,  or  possibly  three,  companies 
of  bushwhackers  are  west  of  the  Arkansas  River,  and  the  people  are 
running  their  stock  and  negroes  toward  Texas.  It  seems  to  be  quite 
sure  that  their  army  does  not  intend  to  fight  at  Little  Rock. 

If  it  were  possible  for  me  to  get  cavalry  across  this  low,  marshy  coun- 
try to  Brownsville  and  Little  Rock,  I would  start  them  at  once;  but  this 
is  utterly  impracticable  at  present.  The  snow  is  now  4 or  5 inches  deep, 
and  melting,  and  Grand  Prairie  is  one  vast  sheet  of  water,  precluding 
the  least  possible  hope  of  getting  across  to  Little  Rock  with  either  in- 
fantry, artillery,  or  cavalry  until  the  rainy  season  is  over  and  the  coun- 
try, which  is  a vast  level  plain,  dries  off.  If  it  were  possible  to  get  cav- 
alry across  the  prairie,  the  enemy  would  cut  the  bridges  over  the  Bayou 
Metoe  and  smaller  streams,  now  much  swollen,  and  stop  our  progress. 

In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I sent  a force  of  cavalry,  1,200  strong, 
from  Helena  to  Clarendon.  Since  their  arrival  at  Clarendon  the  rain 
has  fallen  to  such  an  extent  as  to  fill  the  vast  bayous,  &c.,  to  such  pro- 
portions as  to  make  it  a serious  question  whether  I shall  be  able  to  save 
the  horses,  as  I have  not  sufficient  transportation  to  take  them  out  by 
water,  and  forage  cannot  be  had,  for  like  causes,  except  by  the  river. 

General  McClernand  has  ordered  me  to  send  him  General  Fisk’s  bri- 
gade, which  I will  have  to  do,  as  General  Grant  has  authority  to  take 
him.  I will,  therefore,  be  compelled  to  leave  this  point  and  go  below, 
as  I shall  be  so  crippled  as  to  leave  me  utterly  powerless.  I was  weak- 
ened before  by  the  withdrawal  of  one  regiment  at  New  Madrid  and  one 
at  Memphis,  and  then  was  required  to  have  a garrison  of  2,000  men  at 
Helena.  I have  left  a regiment  of  800  infantry,  two  companies  of  cav- 
alry, and  one  battery  at  Saint  Charles,  and  now  I am  called  on  to  part 
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with  my  largest  brigade,  at  least  3,500  strong,  making  a draft  in  all  < 
6,400  men  on  me,  leaving  me  less  than  5,000  effective  infantry. 

By  the  junction  of  Hawes,  Hindman,  McCulloch,  and  Holmes,  at  ii 
near  Little  Rock,  the  enemy’s  forces  will  equal,  if  not  exceed,  25,000. 

General  McClernand  informs  me  that  the  Arkansas  River  is  not  yd: 
safely  navigable,  and  says  that  he  has  been  ordered  to  Napoleon  at  one . 
I am,  general,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  GORMAN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

DevalVs  Bluff,  January  18,  1863. 

General  : The  gunboats  Romeo  and  Rose,  with  my  forces,  under 
Colonel  [W.  T.]  Spicely,  Twenty-fourth  Indiana  Infantry,  entered  Des 
Arc  on  yesterday  at  4 p.  m.;  seized  the  post-office  and  telegraph  offied 
and  captured  70  prisoners,  none  escaping;  several  thousand  bushels  a 
Government  corn,  70  small-arms,  and  200  rounds  6-pounder  ainmun 
tion,  the  same  captured  by  the  enemy  when  they  took  the  Blue  Wing 
A large  number  of  letters  from  the  post-office  has  fallen  into  our  hand.1. 

I find  that  there  are  two  or  three  comj>anies,  under  Major  Chrismaij. 
at  Cotton  Plant,  but  poorly  armed,  and  now  they  are  cut  off  from  al 
support,  and  I have  destroyed  all  their  ferries  across  White  River  u 
to  Des  Arc,  and  I may  send  an  expedition  to  Batesville  to  hunt  th 
Blue  Wing  and  capture  or  burn  her.  Thus  you  see  the  expedition  t 
Des  Arc  is  a handsome  success. 

It  is  very  annoying  to  find  that  I cannot  cross  the  flats  to  Little  Roc' 
from  here,  and  still  more  so  to  find  my  strongest  brigade  taken  fron 
me  just  at  this  time,  leaving  me  powerless  for  efficient  service. 

I am,  general,  truly,  yours, 

W.  A.  GORMAN, 
Brigadier -General , Commanding . 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Saint  Charles,  Arlc.,  January  20,  1863. 
General  : The  expedition  up  the  White  River,  under  my  command, 
has  proved  a complete  success.  At  Saint  Charles  I captured  a larg 
amount  of  forage,  corn,  &c.,  with  some  prisoners.  At  Devall’s  Bluff 
took  two  8 inch  columbiads,  with  carriages,  all  in  complete  order;  2 
prisoners,  with  70  new  Enfield  rifles,  some  stores,  tents,  &c.;  destroye< 
three  cars,  the  railroad  depot,  tore  up  the  railroad  track,  and  burnei 
two  railroad  bridges,  one  90  and  the  other  200  feet  in  length.  At  De 
Arc  we  captured  100  prisoners,  several  hundred  rounds  of  fixed  6-pounde 
ammunition,  several  thousand  bushels  of  Government  corn,  a large  rebe 
mail,  and  destroyed  their  telegraph.  . j 

All  the  force  of  the  enemy  in  this  part  of  the  State  have  crossed  th 
Arkansas  to  Little  Rock,  they  have  driven  their  negroes  and  carriei 
their  property,  supplies,  and  munitions  south  of  the  Arkansas,  towan 
Arkadeli)liia. 
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I should  have  gone  direct  to  Little  Bock  if  it  had  been  practicable  to 
cross  the  sea  of  mud  and  water  intervening  between  that  place  and 
DevalFs  Bluff,  but  this  is  impossible  at  the  present.  Furthermore,  my 
orders  were  such  as  to  compel  my  immediate  return. 

I am  now  returning  to  Helena,  in  order  to  fit  out  a force  to  assist  in 
the  expedition  against  Vicksburg.  I shall  perform  that  duty  with  all 
possible  dispatch. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  GOBMAN, 
Brigadier - General , Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


JANUARY  — , 1863. — Skirmish  near  Maysville,  Ark. 

Report  of  Col.  William  A.  Phillips , Third  Indian  Borne  Guard , command- 
ing brigade. 

Hdqrs.  3d  Brio.,  1st  Div.,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  Curtis , January  15,  1863. 

General  : I have  just  this  moment  heard  from  my  commissary,  Cap- 
tain Heath.  I start  an  escort  toward  Fayetteville  to  meet  him. 

We  have  had  4 inches  of  snow. 

Quite  a spirited  little  affair  occurred  between  a detachment  of  my 
command,  under  Captain  [H.  S.]  Anderson,  of  the  Third  Indian  Eegi- 
ment,  and  a force  of  some  200  rebels,  or  bushwhackers,  under  Colonel 
Livingston  and  Captains  Timon  and  Fry  Smith.  It  took  place  12  miles 
south  of  this,  and  was  very  well  managed,  our  force  moving  on  them  in 
three  separate  columns,  and,  when  the  enemy  broke,  they  ran  from  the 
first  into  the  second,  and  finally  into  the  third.  Not  less  than  25  or  30 
rebels  must  have  been  killed  or  disabled.  Captain  Smith  (formerly  of 
Jasper  County,  Missouri)  was  killed  by  Lieutenant  Whitlow,  and  7 
others  were  killed  on  the  spot  of  the  attack.  The  enemy  was  pursued 
until  his  broken  fragments  were  lost  in  the  woods. 

There  has  evidently  been  an  attempt  to  organize  a force  either  to  take 
Neosho  or  menace  the  trains.  I sent  a party  to  Hildebrand’s  Mill,  20 
miles  southwest. 

With  respect, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonel , Commanding  Third  Brigade . 

General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


JANUARY  21,  1863.— Skirmish  near  Columbia,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col.  Joseph  B.  Douglass , Sixty-first  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 

Hdqrs.  Sixty-first  Begt.  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia, 

Columbia , ilio.,  January  22,  1863. 

Sir  : Late  yesterday  evening  a body  of  troops  under  my  command, 
whilst  on  a scout,  and  some  9 miles  from  my  headquarters,  found  a Con- 
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federate  camp,  with  tents  and  all  necessary  appurtenances  thereto,  con- 
taining 8 Confederate  captains.  The  camp  was  situated  in  a very  brushy 
country  5 consequently  they  escaped  from  their  tent,  my  men  following,; 
and  eventually  succeeded  in  capturing  4 of  them,  after  a brief  re- 
sistance. We  got  all  their  arms,  camp  equipage,  &c.  The  lateness  of 
the  attack  prevented  us  from  capturing  the  whole  of  them.  My  men 
camped  on  the  ground,  and  are  scouring  the  country  in  the  vicinity  to- 
day. We  also  succeeded  in  capturing  2 of  Porter’s  men  last  night  ini 
addition. 

I regret  to  say  that  2 of  my  bravest  troops  got  seriously  wounded 
in  the  tight  before  we  captured  the  4 rebel  captains.  They  never  sur-i 
rendered  until  they  had  exhausted  all  their  shots,  they  being  armed  with 
double-barreled  shot-guns,  in  addition  to  navy  revolvers.  j 

You  can  now  see  why  I object  to  this  indiscriminate  release  ot  bad 
men  from  prison,  and  why  you  should  not  permit  banished  men  to  return 
here. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’ J.  B.  DOUGLASS, 

Colonel , Commanding,  j 

General  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


JANUARY  23-27,  1863.— Scout  from  Fayetteville  to  Van  Buren,  Ark. 

REPORTS. 

No  1.— Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry. 

No.  2.— Lieut.  Col.  James  Stuart,  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison , First  Arkansas  Cavalry. 


Fayetteville,  Ark.,  January  27, 1863.  j 
General:  On  Friday  [23d],  I sent  from  this  post  a scout,  undei 
Lieut.  Col.  James  Stuart,  of  the  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  composed  of  9( 
men  of  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  under  Capt.  Charles  Galloway,  anc 
40  men,  with  two  howitzers,  of  the  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry.  The  scou 
crossed  Boston  Mountains,  at  the  head  of  Frog  Bayou,  on  Saturday  morn 
ing  [24th],  and  entered  Yan  Buren  the  same  evening  about  7 o clock. 

On  Sunday  morning  our  men  captured  the  steamer  Julia  Roan,  anc 
took  from  it*175  Confederate  prisoners.  About  50  were  captured  in  the 
town  and  75  more  on  the  route.  Over  200  were  released  on  parole,  sub 
iect  to  exchange  for  Federal  prisoners.  Colonel  Stuart’s  command  was 
tired  on,  without  effect,  by  a company  of  rebel  infantry  stationed  on  tin 
south  side  of  the  river.  Our  loss,  none ; the  enemy,  6 killed  and  severa 

wounded.  . , _ . , ,,  .. 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Stuart  arrived  at  this  post  with  his  command  tin: 


evening  at  6 o’clock. 


M.  LA  RUE  HARRISON, 

Colonel , Commanding  Post . 


Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  Stuart , Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry, 

Fayetteville , Arh .,  January  28,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report,  for  your  information,  that  I pro- 
ceeded from  this  place  on  a scout  to  Yan  Buren,  Ark.,  in  command  of 
150  men  of  the  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry  and  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  on 
he  23d  instant,  by  the  way  of  the  Frog  Bayou  road,  and  arrived  at  Yan 
Buren  on  the  24th. 

I received  information  that  a steamboat  had  gone  up  the  river  to  Fort 
Smith  for  men  and  stores  for  the  enemy.  On  my  arrival  at  Yan  Buren, 
[ placed  a patrol  guard  on  the  bank  of  the  river  to  watch  for  the  boat, 
md  with  the  remaining  portion  of  my  command  patrolled  the  town, 
aking  25  Confederate  soldiers  prisoners,  who  were  on  their  way  to  Fort 
Smith  with  their  arms,  horses,  &c.  About  half  an  hour  after  daybreak 
lie  next  morning,  the  boat  was  reported  coming  down  the  river,  and  I 
nade  my  arrangements  to  receive  her.  I brought  her  opposite  the  levee, 
md  found  1 lieutenant,  1 surgeon,  and  246  men  on  board,  on  their  way 
;o  Little  Bock.  Part  of  the  men  were  sick.  I paroled  all  of  them,  and 
illowed  the  boat  to  proceed.  I inclose  herewith  a list*  of  all  the  pris- 
oners taken  and  paroled  during  my  scout,  namely,  3 lieutenants  and 
M6  men.  I likewise  ascertained  that  General  Steele,  of  Texas,  was  in 
3ommand  at  Fort  Smith,  with  from  400  to  500  men.  A skeleton  brigade 
of  Texas  troops  had  passed  up  through  there  two  days  before,  who  had 
ninety  days’  furlough  to  go  to  Texas  and  recruit  up.  I am  likewise  in- 
formed from  a reliable  source  that  the  Choctawr,  Creek,  and  Cherokee 
Nations  are  anxious  to  join  our  forces.  All  they  want  is  a nucleus  to 
form  on. 

t had  quite  a lively  skirmish  with  a small  body  of  the  enemy  across 
the  river,  at  Yan  Buren,  on  the  25th,  but  soon  dispersed  them  with  one 
of  my  howitzers,  which  I had  along.  Several  of  the  enemy  wrere  seen 
to  fall  from  their  horses,  and,  I presume,  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 
None  of  my  men  were  hit,  although  the  bullets  fell  thick  for  a short  time. 

After  remaining  in  Yan  Buren  from  the  evening  of  the  24th  instant 
until  10  o’clock  on  the  26th,  I started  for  the  post,  at  which  place  I 
arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  instant. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  STUABT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

[Maj.  Gen.  Johh  M.  Schofield.] 


JANUARY  27,  1863. — Affair  at  Bloomfield,  Mo. 

Congratulatory  orders  from  Brigadier -General  Carr. 

General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

No.  4.  j Saint  Louis , Mo.,  February  2,  1863. 

The  brigadier-general  commanding  the  district  has  heard  with  pleasure 
of  the  affair  of  the  27th  ultimo,  in  which  Colonel  [James]  Lindsay,  Sixty- 


Not  found. 
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eighth  Regiment  Enrolled  Missouri  State  Militia,  with  about  250  of  his 
men  and  two  small  pieces  of  artillery,  provided  at  private  expense, 
dashed  into  the  town  of  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  capturing  a large  number  of 
the  enemy,  with  their  horses,  equipments,  arms,  and  stores,  thus  com- 
pletely routing  and  breaking  uj)  the  troublesome  band  of  guerrillas 
which  have  for  a long  time  infested  that  neighborhood. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  Sixty-eighth  Regiment  Enrolled  Missouri 
Militia  engaged  in  this  affair  have  the  thanks  of  the  brigadier-general  I 
commanding,  and  he  hopes  their  example,  when  occasion  requires,  will 
be  emulated,  not  only  by  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  but  by  all  the 
troops  in  his  command. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Garr: 

R.  M.  ELLIOTT, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Aide-de-Camp. 


' 

FEBRUARY  2-3,  1863.— Skirmishes  at  Vine  Prairie,  on  White  Oak  River,  . 
and  near  the  month  of  Mulberry  River,  Ark. 

Reports  of  Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison , First  Arkansas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 

Rost  Fayetteville , Ark .,  February  6,  1863. 

General:  Inclosed  I send  you  copies  of  Captain  [Charles]  Gallo- 
way’s report  of  the  late  scout,  and  also  my  letter  of  instructions  to  him.  t 
Captain  G.  [Galloway]  disobeyed  my  orders  in  two  particulars:  First,  he 
went  to  Ozark  before  going  to  the  canebrake,  at  mouth  of  Mulberry ; 
second,  he  did  not  surround  the  canebrake,  but  took  his  command  toward 
Fayetteville,  allowing  Captain  [R.  E.]  Travis,  a junior  captain,  to  make  - 
the  attack,  unsupported,  on  30  rebels  at  Therilkyl’s  Ferry.  Captain  Gal-  1 
loway’s  reputation  as  a commander  of  scouts ; his  thoroughness  as  a i 
soldier  and  a man,  and  his  success  (in  the  main)  on  this  and  other  scouts,  i 
have  induced  me  not  to  place  him  under  arrest,  but  to  reprimand  him  ! 
in  the  place  of  it.  If  Captain  G.  [Galloway]  had  followed  my  instructions  i 
implicitly,  the  whole  Mankins  gang  could  and  would  have  been  taken  j 
in.  Everything  was  really  as  my  map  and  instructions  represented.  \ 
Captain  Galloway’s  excuse  for  going  to  Ozark  first,  is  set  forth  in  his 
report  (the  hope  of  capturing  a steamer  and  100  rebels  in  Ozark).  The  | 
disobedience  in  that  particular  brought  him  in  contact  with  180  rebels, 
and  he  gained  a brilliant  victory.  His  excuse  for  not  surrounding  the 
canebrake  is,  that  Captain  Travis’  spies  reported  no  rebels  in  the  cane  t 
(nearly  all  having  crossed  the  river  the  day  before),  and  that  he  allowed  ( 
Captain  T.  [Travis]  to  go  with  8 men  to  take  in  a party  of  5 at  Farmer’s.  I 
That  the  party  proved  (as  lhad  told  him)  to  beMankins’  gang;  and  the 
attack  on  30  men  in  a log-house  by  8 from  without  was  foolhardy,  and  | 
that  Captain  T.  [Travis]  should  have  reconnoitered  and  notified  the  I 
command  before  making  the  attack. 

Subsequent  to  Captain  Galloway’s  report  comes  the  complete  final  > 
particulars  of  Captain  Travis’  assault.  Captain  Travis  drove  every  one 
of  the  rebels  from  the  house,  but  did  not  know  it  at  the  time  he  re- 
treated. He  was  not  killed,  but  was  brought  out  by  the  citizen  who  was  1 
employed  to  bury  him,  and  is  now  likely  to  recover.  Two  of  the  other  I 
men  were  killed,  1 severely  wounded,  and  1 taken  prisoner.  The  rebels 
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ft  some  of  their  horses  and  most  of  their  arms,  which  were  picked  up 
id  taken  off  by  the  Union  men  who  went  to  bury  the  dead. 

Captain  Galloway  has  always  been  one  of  my  best  officers ; a truly 
rave,  worthy,  and  patriotic  man,  and,  though  he  took  this  course  with 
te  advice  and  sanction  of  other  officers  in  his  command,  I am  satisfied 
icli  a thing  will  not  be  repeated  ; and  I hope  my  lenity  to  him  will  be 
inctioned  by  you,  on  account  of  his  former  services  and  many  good 
aalities. 

I remain,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  LA  RUE  HARRISONT, 
Colonel  First  Arkansas  Cavalry , Commanding  Post. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier. 

P.  S.— Permit  me  to  say,  in  addition,  .that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart 
jver  sent  me  his  official  report  of  scout  to  Yan  Buren,  nor  the  list  of 
’isoners,  as  ordered ; consequently,  I am  unable  to  give  you  a written 
port  of  that  scout,  although  it  was  wholly  planned  and  sent  out  by 
e.  I learn  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart  has  sent  you  a report.  I 
link  it  should  be  returned. 


Headquarters, 

Post  Fayetteville , Ark.,  February  9,  1863. 

General  : On  Saturday,  January  31, 1 sent  Capt.  C.  [Charles]  Gal- 
way, Company  E,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  in  command  of  81  men,  to 
untsville,  to  protect  the  citizens  of  that  place  in  holding  a Union  con- 
dition, and  to  assist  in  organizing  companies  for  the  First  Arkansas 
ifantry,  Colonel  [James  M.]  Johnson. 

On  the  31st  a large  and  enthusiastic  meeting  was  held  there;  nearly 

000  said  to  be  present.  Addresses  were  made  by  Colonel  Johnson 
id  Captain  Searle,  of  the  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry.  From  Huntsville  I 
dered  Captain  Galloway  to  proceed,  with  his  command,  to  the  Ar- 
insas  River. 

On  Monday  morning,  February  2,  he  entered  Ozark,  but,  finding  no 
lemy,  proceeded  up  the  river,  on  the  stage  road,  toward  Yan  Buren. 
t the  White  Oak  River,  7 miles  west  of  Ozark,  our  advance  guard, 
ider  Lieutenant  [James]  Roseman,  was  attacked  by  a steamboat  escort 
180  men  of  Colonel  Dorsey’s  rebel  cavalry.  Shots  were  exchanged, 
id  our  advance  fell  back  to  a commanding  position,  and  formed  on  Cap- 
in  Galloway’s  main  column.  The  rebels  charged  upon  them  with  a 
dl  like  that  of  the  Indians.  When  within  about  150  yards,  a volley 
om  our  rifles  brought  them  to  a stand.  After  thirty  minutes’  severe 
ffiting,  the  enemy  retreated  in  disorder,  carrying  their  dead  and 
aunded  with  them.  The  enemy  lost  8 killed  and  15  or  20  wounded ; 
so  6 horses  killed  and  a large  number  disabled.  Captain  Galloway 
st  2 horses  killed  and  had  1 man  slightly  wounded.  He  followed  the 
belS  westward  for  10  miles,  scattering  them  completely.  On  Monday 
ght  he  encamped  near  the  mouth  of  Little  Frog  Bayou  Creek,  and 
turned  toward  Fayetteville  on  Tuesday. 

On  Tuesday  morning  a small  reconnoitering  party  (7  men),  under 
ipt.  Robert  E.  Travis,  Company  M,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  attacked 

1 rebels  of  Mankms’  gang  in  a log-house  in  the  canebrake  near  the 
cmth  of  Mulberry  River,  and  fought  there  for  nearly  half  an  hour. 


. 
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The  rebels  retreated,  leaving  most  of  their  horses  and  arms  on  the; 
ground.  Captain  Travis’  party  were  so  much  crippled  in  the  fight  as 
to  be  unable  to  take  any  advantage  of  the  affair,  and  left  the  ground.! 
A Union  citizen  took  some  men,  went  and  buried  the  dead,  brought  off 
the  wounded,  and  picked  up  the  rebel  arms  and  captured  their  horses.| 
The  attack  was  the  most  daring  one  of  any  I have  heard  of  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war.  The  party  consisted  of  Capt.  R.  E.  Travis^ 
Company  M,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  (severely  wounded  in  the  right 
hip),  and  Sergts.  W.  P.  Clark  (unhurt),  P.  Asbill  (unhurt),  and  Noel  G. 
Rutherford,  Company  D,  First  Arkansas  Cavalsy  (taken  prisoner) ; 
Sergt.  Benjamin  Hooper,  Company  M,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  (unhurt);; 
Private  Giles  Loften,  Company  D,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  (unhurt;! 
was  not  in  the  action ; held  the  horses  80  rods  distant) ; Privates  Edgar 
White,  Oscar  White,  and  James  R.  Williamson,  Company  I,  Tenth  Illi- 
nois (2  killed  instantly  and  1 died  of  wounds).  The  prisoners  taken! 
by  this  scout  were  1 captain,  2 lieutenants,  and  2 privates  paroled  and^ 
7 brought  in. 

I am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  LA  RUE  HARRISON, 
Colonel  First  Arkansas  Cavalry , Commanding  Post.  \ 
Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General,  U.  S.  Army. 


FEBRUARY  2-13,  1863. — Scouts  and  skirmishes  in  and  about  Mingo 

Swamp,  Mo. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Lieut.  Col.  Bazel  F.  Lazear,  Twelfth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

No.  2. — Maj.  F.  W.  Reeder,  Twelfth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


NO.  1. 

Report, of  Lieut.  Col.  Bazel  F.  Lazear , Twelfth  Missouri  State  Militia 

Cavalry. 

Jackson,  Mo.,  February  14,  1863. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  Captain  [Levi  E.]  Whybark. 
Company  F,  Twelfth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  with  50  men  of 
the  different  companies  of  the  regiment,  returned  yesterday  from  a scout 
to  Mingo  Swamp,  and  reports  killing  3 and  wounding  2 more  of  tin 
band  of  General  McGee.  This  has  been  one  of  the  worst  bands  of  guer  . 
rill  as  that  has  infested  Southeast  Missouri,  making  their  headquarters 
in  the  swamps.  They  have  been  a terror  to  the  whole  country.  L inclose 
you  a note,  addressed  to  McGee  by  two  Confederate  captains,*  showing 
you  in  what  light  they  were  looked  upon  by  Confederate  officers.  There 
are  not  more  than  three  of  the  notorious  ones  of  the  gang  left ; their  name? 
are  Hetterbrand,  Cowan,  and  Dixon.  There  are  two  of  the  gang  now 
in  the  guard-house  here,  who  were  slightly  wounded.  Their  names  are 
Spain  and  Bradaway.  The  last  deserves  particular  notice.  He  was  a 
notorious  outlaw  in  California.  Since  he  returned,  and  before  this,  he 


Not  found. 
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was  a notorious  counterfeiter  here,  and  nigger  thief,  and  for  the  last 
five  months  he  has  been  connected  with  McGee’s  band  of  guerrillas, 
which  they  are  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  I am  sorry  they  are  pris- 
oners on  my  hands,  as  they  should  have  been  shot  on  the  spot.  There 
are  other  bands  of  this  character  in  the  county  below  here,  and  it  was 
concerning  these  bands  that  I wished  to  see  the  commanding  general ; 
but  the  breaking  up  of  our  regiment  has  interfered  with  my  arrange- 
ments, and  I am  sorry  for  these  poor  Union  people,  who  never  have 
been  properly  protected,  as  they  should  have  and  might  have  been ; and 
if  the  authorities  could  see  the  downcast  and  saddened  countenances 
of  Union  men  here,  they,  I think,  would  hesitate  about  breaking  up  and 
sending  off  this  regiment.  For  my  own  part,  1 think  injustice  has  been 
done  me  and  my  men ; but  I am  too  good  a soldier  to  disobey  any  order 
coming  to  me  from  my  superior  officers. 

I hope  you  will  pardon  me  for  alluding  to  this  matter  in  this  report, 
but  justice  to  this  section  demands  that  attention  should  be  called  to 
the  state  of  affairs  here,  and  I hope  you  will  not  allow  all  protection  to 
be  taken  from  these  people. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

B.  F.  LAZEAR, 

Lieut . Col.,  Comdg.  Twelfth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry . 

Captain  Dyer, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General , Saint  Louis  District , Mo. 


NTo.  2. 

Report  of  May.  F.  W.  Reeder , Twelfth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Jackson,  Mo.,  February  7,  1863. 

Colonel  : Pursuant  to  your  order,  I proceeded,  on  the  2d  instant,  to 
Dallas,  Mo.,  for  the  purpose  of  killing,  capturing,  and  dispersing  such 
bands  of  outlaws  and  rebels  as  infest  the  vicinity  of  Dallas  and  Mingo 
Swamp. 

After  arriving  in  Dallas  with  my  command,  detachments  of  the  dif- 
ferent companies  at  this  post,  I was  joined  by  detachments  from  the 
companies  stationed  at  Freaericktown  and  Patton,  and  at  once  sent 
out  four  scouts  to  capture  the  notorious  McGee  and  his  outlaws,  said  to 
be  harboring  around  that  place.  These  scouts  brought  in  three  of  the 
outlaws,  from  whom  1 learned  that  McGee  had  started  the  day  previous 
toward  Bloomfield,  carrying  with  him  a number  of  stolen  horses  and 
arms,  as  well  as  four  Union  citizens  as  prisoners.  I waited  until  the 
evening  of  the  3d  instant,  when  the  last  scout  came  in,  bringing  twenty- 
five  saddles,  buried  by  the  rebels  some  two  months  since,  and  which,  on 
account  of  lack  of  transportation,  as  well  as  their  total  worthlessness, 
I ordered  to  be  burned. 

Resolving  to  overtake  McGee,  with  his  band,  the  next  day,  and  to 
push  on  to  Bloomfield  through  the  Mingo  Swamp,  I allowed  the  men 
and  hbrses  to  rest  tdl  next  morning,  and  started  after  these  outlaws. 
Regardless  of  the  advice  of  those  who  had  for  a long  time  been  residents 
within  the  said  swamp,  and  who  pronounced  the  passage  through  the 
same  at  this  time  of  the  year  an  impossibility,  as  the  ground  would  be 
frozen,  and  the  water  below  would,  consequently,  recede  from  beneath, 
I determined  to  risk  it,  and  went  on.  When  you  add  to  all  this  the  cir- 
cumstance that  a violent  snow-storm  set  in  as  we  started,  which  lasted 
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without  intermission  till  the  next  day,  as  well  as  the  uncertainty  of 
finding  a road  through  that  swamp,  you  can  form  an  idea  of  the  obsta-  i 
cles  presented  to  us. 

Arriving  within  4 miles  of  the  swamp  (at  Bollinger’s  Mills),  I left  the  j 
light  wagon,  with  the  provisions  we  carried  along,  with  orders  to  return.  I 
We  here  crossed  the  Castor  Kiver,  which  most  of  my  men  had  to  swim, 
and  I took  40  of  the  best  horses  and  men  and  pushed  rapidly  forward,  ;j 
having  heard  that  McGee  with  35  of  his  men  had  passed  there  thatu 
morning.  I left  Captain  [William  T.]  Hunter  with  the  rest  of  the  com- 
mand (50  men)  to  follow  slowly.  After  a sharp  trot  of  10  miles,  we  sud-  • 
denly  came  to  the  house  of  S.  Cato,  a man  who  had  been  harboring  j 
these  outlaws  for  a long  time,  and  perceiving  a considerable  number  of 
men  feeding  their  horses,  we  dashed  upon  them  before  a single  one  had 
the  chance  to  escape.  They  were  at  once  recognized  as  McGee’s  band, 
and  as  our  approach  was  as  sudden  as  it  was  unexpected,  they  fled  in 
confusion  across  the  large  corn-field  in  the  center  of  which  the  house  of 
Cato  stood.  My  men  now  were  in  their  element,  and  whilst  others  quickly 
tore  down  the  fence  of  the  corn-field,  the  rest  surrounded  it,  and  within 
fifteen  minutes  we  had  exterminated  the  whole  band.  We  took  no  pris- 
oners from  amongst  them,  as  I had  previously  given  the  order  not  to  do  | 
so.  We  counted  9 killed,  amongst  them  McGee ; 20  mortally  wounded, 
and  3 slightly,  the  latter  of  whom  we  brought  in.  We  did  not  lose  a | 
man.  Besides,  we  captured  some  25  horses  and  equipments,  many  of 
which  have  already  been  identified  as  having  been  stolen  by  them  from 
Union  men,  and  some  arms,  all  of  wffiicli  are  ordered  to  be  turned  over'j 
by  different  commanders  of  companies  to  the  quartermaster.  Not  hav- j| 
ing  time  to  bury  the  dead  and  attend  to  the  crippled  and  dying,  I left 
them  to  the  tender  care  of  their  good  friends,  of  whom  there  are  plenty]! 
close  by;  and,  being  meanwhile  joined  by  Captain  Hunter,  I pushed  on 
to  Bloomfield,  wffiich  town  I entered  amidst  a terrible  snow-storm  at 
midnight.  Although  we  at  once  surrounded  the  town  and  every  house  J 
in  it,  we  did  not  capture  more  than  8 prisoners,  some  of  whom,  being 
on  furlough  from  the  so-called  Confederate  Army,  were  paroled,  and  or-  I 
dered  to  report  to  this  post  at  the  end  of  each  month.  Adjutant  Mack- 
lind  will  hand  in  their  names.  All  the  rumors  I heard  of  a force  of 
200  or  300  being  at  that  place,  and  of  a still  larger  force  40  miles  below, 
at  Four  Mile,  are  without  the  slightest  foundation,  and  the  only  reliable  ! 
information  1 obtained  was  that  [W.  L.J  Jeffers,  with  2,000  men,  was  at  j 
Epsom  Bottom,  150  miles  below  Bloomfield,  and  that  he  was  preparing  1 
to  join  General  Holmes  at  Pocahontas.  I quartered  my  men,  who  had  j 
been  without  food  since  morning,  at  the  different  houses  in  the  town, 
and  having  sufficiently  refreshed  the  horses,  1 returned  through  the 
swamp  the  next  morning  by  a different  route  than  the  one  I came,  with 
the  hope  of  getting  a few  more  of  them,  should  there  be  any. 

On  my  route  back  I divided  my  command  into  six  parties,  with  orders  I 
to  thoroughly  scour  the  country  and  meet  me  at  Dallas  the  next  day,  I 
We  returned  here  on  the  7th  instant,  having  accomplished  our  object  | 
and  restored  peace  to  a part  of  the  country  to  which  McGee  for  the  last  I 
year  has  been  a terror.  Officers  and  men  behaved  admirably  through  i 
out  the  scout.  They  bore  the  severe  hardships  of  fatigue,  hunger,  and  j 
cold,  through  the  most  desolate  part  of  Missouri,  and  a march  in  the  ! 
midst  of  a most  violent  snow-storm,  with  alacrity  and  without  a mur-  i 
mur,  and  so  well  did  they  do  their  duty  that  it  would  be  injustice  al- 
most for  me  to  mention  any  particular  name.  Those,  however,  who  wfere  ! 
the  most  conspicuous  for  their  gallant  conduct  were  First  Lieutenant 
[Thomas  H.]  Macklind,  acting  adjutant;  Captain  [William  C.]  Bangs,  ij 
commanding  Company  G;  Lieutenant  Pope  [Erich  Pape],  Company  A;  \ 


CHAP.  XXXIV. j SCOUT  TO  THE  ARKANSAS  RIVER,  ETC. 


227 


Lieutenant  Charveaux,  and  our  guide,  Private  William  Massey,  a mem- 
ber of  Company  D,  of  this  regiment,  who  truly  guided  us  the  different 
routes  through  the  swamp  as  to  elicit  the  admiration  of  all.  I ought 
also  to  mention  Sergt.  Jesse  Green,  of  the  Sixty -eighth  Ohio  Regiment 
Infantry  Volunteers,  who  volunteered  to  accompany  the  expedition, 
and  who,  whilst  acting  as  sergeant-major,  proved  himself  very  efficient 
and  trustworthy. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

F.  W.  REEDER, 

Major  Twelfth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav .,  Comdg.  Expedition. 

Lieut.  Col.  B.  F.  Lazear, 

Comdg.  Twelfth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , JUckson , Mo. 


FEBRUARY  4,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Bates ville,  Ark. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Davidson,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

West  Plains,  Mo.,  February  7,  1863. 

The  dash  on  Batesville  has  accomplished  all  it  was  intended.  Ex- 
press is  just  received  from  Colonel  [G.  E.]  Waring,  commanding  my 
cavalry  division.  He  drove  Marinaduke’s  forces  out  of  Batesville  the 
night  of  the  4th  instant,  killing  and  wounding  many  and  capturing 
some  prisoners,  among  them  Colonel  Adams.  Waring  says  Captain 
[G.  C.]  Rose,  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry,  led  the  charge  into  Batesville 
most  gallantly.  Such  of  the  enemy  as  could  not  crowd  into  the  ferry- 
boats swam  the  river.  Marmaduke’s  entire  force  is  on  the  other  side, 
and  the  pickets  were  exchanging  shots  on  the  morning  of  the  5th. 
Waring  has  remounted  his  men  from  the  country.  Of  course,  as  the 
expedition  was  only  intended  as  a reconnaissance  and  a forage,  it  has 
its  full  instructions  to  return  carefully.  1 am  sending  a fresh  battalion 
to  act  as  its  rear  guard.  I am  moving  back  to  our  new  position,  and 
you  may  rely  on  my  keeping  myself  ready  to  move  at  twenty-four  hours’ 
notice.  * I am  sending  dragoons  to  see  what  Leeper  did  at  Van  Buren. 
I have  two  good  ferry-boats  there. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major  General  Curtis. 


FEBRUARY  5-12,  1863. — Scout  from  Fayetteville  to  the  Ariujisas  River, 
and  skirmishes  at  Threlkeid’s  Ferry  and  near  Van  Buren,  Ark. 

EEPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry. 

No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  James  Stuart,  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 


No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison , First  Arkansas  Cavalry. 

„ • Fayetteville,  February  12,  1803. 

General  : Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart  has  just  returned  from  scout 
to  Arkansas  River,  One  hundred  men  crossed  the  river  near  mouth  of 
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Frog  Bayou ; bad  a skirmish  with  Carroll’s  command,  and  scattered  them.  j 
They  marched  10  miles  into  the  country  on  the  other  side;  destroyed  the  j 
rebel  camp  and  burned  their  stores;  attacked  and  routed  a part  of  Car- 
roll’s  command  on  this  side  the  river,  8 miles  east  of  Van  Buren,  killing 
several.  [0.  A.]  Carroll  was  attempting  to  cut  off  Stuart’s  return,  or 
attack  Fayetteville  in  his  absence,  but  has  been  foiled  in  the  attempt,  j 
About  40  prisoners  were  taken.  Our  loss  is  1 prisoner  and  1 drowned. 
Quite  a number  of  horses,  mules,  and  arms  have  fallen  into  our  hands. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart’s  official  report  shall  be  forwarded  imme- 
diately. 

M.  LA  RUE  HARRISON, 

Colonel , Commanding  Post . 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  Stuart , Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry, 


Fayetteville , Ark.,  February  14,  1863. 


General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I left  Fayetteville,  Ark., 
on  the  5th  instant,  on  a scout  to  the  Arkansas  River,  in  command  ot 
100  men  of  the  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry  and  125  men  of  the  First  Arkan- 
sas Cavalry.  ' , , ^ T 

On  arriving  at  the  river.  4 miles  below  the  mouth  ot  Irog  Layou,  1 
learned  that  a small  force  of  the  enemy  was  encamped  3 miles  below, 
at  Threlkeld’s  Ferry.  I immediately  procured  some  skiffs  and  had  others 
constructed,  with  which  I ferried  over  100  of  my  command,  with  orders 
to  surround  their  camp  and  attack  them.  At  the  same  time  I moved 
down  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  with  two  small  howitzers,  to  destroy 
their  log  buildings,  in  case  the  enemy  should  take  to  them  for  defense ; 
but,  through  the  indiscretion  of  a small  party  I had  placed  on  the  road 
leading  to  the  ferry  to  cut  off  communication  with  the  enemy,  the  move- 
ment was  discovered,  which  enabled  many  of  them  to  escape  my  com- 
mand. 

We  had  quite  a lively  engagement,  killing  several  ot  the  enemy, 
and  taking  7 prisoners.  My  loss,  1 man  drowned  (Private  Douglass, 
First  Arkansas  Cavalry).  I proceeded  thence  12  miles  up  the  river, 
and  captured  30  bales  of  cotton,  which  had  been  turned  over  by  the 
Confederate  States  provost-marshal  to  a man  named  A.  W added.  1 
had  the  same  transported  by  Government  teams,  which  accompanied  me 
to  Fayetteville,  and  placed  in  a vacant  church,  by  direction  of  Colonel 

Harrison.  _ _ , , , 

On  the  10th  instant,  while  moving  along  the  Ozark  Stage  road,  about 
8 miles  east  of  Van  Buren,  and  near  the  fork  of  the  Frog  Bayou  and 
Stage  roads,  I was  attacked  by  about  100  of  the  enemy,  who  were 
quickly  routed  by  Capt.  William  A.  Chapin  and  50  men  of  the  Tenth 
Illinois  Cavalry,  who  made  a prompt  and  gallant  charge,  dispersing  the 
enemv  in  every  direction.  I afterward  ascertained  that  it  was  a party  ot 
Colonel  Carroll’s  men,  taking  down  the  telegraph  wire  along  the  road. 
I ascertained  that  this  was  the  only  force  on  this  side  of  the  n\  er  above 
Clarksville. 
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During  the  scout  I took  21  Confederate  soldiers  prisoners,  also  horses, 
mules,  arms,  &c.  I inclose  herewith  list  * of  paroled  prisoners. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

’ * ’ JAMES  STUART, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry , Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


FEBRUARY  8,  1863.— Skirmish  near  Independence,  Mo. 


Report  of  Col.  W.  B.  Penick,  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


Hdqrs.  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Independence , Mo.,  February  11,  1863. 


General  : On  the  8th  instant  I sent  a detachment  of  50  men  from 
Companies  C,  D,  and  F,  of  my  command,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  D.  A.  Col- 
vin, of  Company  C,  in  pursuit  of  a guerrilla  camp,  of  which  I had  in- 
formation.. My  scout  came  up  with  the  enemy  about  2 p.  in.,  and  a 
running  fight  commenced,  which  lasted  about  thirty  minutes.  My  meu 
killed  8 of  the  guerrillas,  wounded  2,  and  the  remainder,  some  4 or  5, 
escaped  in  the  woods.  Captured  all  their  arms  and  horses,  and  lost  1 
man  in  the  skirmish.  To  try  the  fighting  qualities  of  the  negro,  I sent 
a contraband  along,  at  his  own  request.  My  officers  and  men  agree 
that  his  fighting  propensities  are  splendid ; he  was  wounded  severely 
in  the  right  shoulder ; he  expresses  his  willingness  to  again  fight  the 
bushwhackers  as  soon  as  he  is  able. 


Very  respectfully, 


W.  R.  PENICK, 


Colonel  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


FEBRUARY  15,  1863.— Skirmish  near  Arkadelphia,  Ark. 

Report  of  Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison , First  Arkansas  Cavalry. 

March  9,  [1863.] 

Captain  Brown,  a Union  man  from  Arkadelphia,  has  just  arrived. 
Had  83  men  in  the  mountains  of  Washita  River,  near  Arkadelphia,  and 
was  attacked  by  300  rebels  on  Sunday,  the  15th  of  February  last.  The 
fight  lasted  from  sunrise  till  noon,  when  the  rebels  were  completely 
routed,  with  a loss  of  16  killed  and  12  wounded.  Captain  Brown  lost 
2 killed  and  4 wounded.  Captain  Brown  brought  in  some  recruits  for 
the  First  Arkansas  Infantry. 

Captain  Yanderpool  came  in  yesterday  from  Newton  County  with 
200  Union  men,  mostly  recruits  for  the  volunteer  service. 

M.  LA  RUE  HARRISON, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


Not  found. 
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FEBRUARY  17-19,  1863. — Attack  on  the  steamer  Hercules  and  burning 

of  Hopefield,  Ark. 

REPORTS. 

i 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Sixteenth  Army 
Corps. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  James  C.  Veatch,  U,  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  Memphis. 
No.  3. — Capt.  Joseph  K.  Lemon,  Sixty-third  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  4. — Capt.  J.  H.  McGehee,  Arkansas  Cavalry,  including  destruction  of  the  Steamers  i 
Jacob  Musselman  and  Grampus  No.  2. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut , JJ.  S.  Army , commanding  Six-  \ 

teentli  Army  Corps. 

Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn .,  February  20,  1863.  I 

Sir  : Three  days  since  the  rebel  guerrillas  at  Hopefield  surprised  the 
tow-steamer  Hercules,  which  had  gone  into  the  Arkansas  shore  in  a 
dense  fog,  killed  1 of  the  crew,  and  burned  the  boat  and  a barge  of  coal. j 
It  having  been  ascertained  that  Hopefield  is  a mere  shelter  for  guerrillas, , 
I ordered  the  place  burned,  which  was  done  on  yesterday ; 1G  or  17 
horses  were  captured,  which  no  person  there  would  own,  quite  a num-  j 
ber  of  cavalry  saddles,  and  other  evidences  of  the  haunts  of  the  guer- 
rillas.  One  barn  blew  up,  in  burning,  with  a quantity  of  concealed  , 
powder. 

I have  stopped  all  communication  with  Arkansas  for  the  present.  I 
have  consulted  with  General  Yeatch  as  to  the  possibility  of  barricading 
the  streets  and  roads  leading  into  Memphis,  and  we  unite  that  it  can  , 
only  be  effectually  done  by  cutting  the  bridges  across  Gayoso  Bayou  on 
such  roads  as  may  be  selected.  This,  however,  will  leave  outside  of  | 
barricades  a large  portion  of  the  suburbs  of  Memphis.  With  the  im- 
mense depots  and  hospitals  here,  both  for  the  Army  and  the  Navy,  and 
the  certainty  that  this  point  is  to  be  a base  of  supplies,  it  will  require,  | 
in  my  judgment,  an  entire  division  to  cover  this  city  so  as  to  prevent  • 
the  terrible  smuggling  which  is  now  going  on.  The  effects  of  it  are 
perfectly  demoralizing ; bribery  and  corruption  seem  to  go  into  every 
branch  of  service,  and  the  actual  cases  of  which  proof  can  be  made  are 
only,  I am  afraid,  symptoms  of  a widespread  disease. 

I have  sure  information  that  [R.  V.]  Richardson’s  guerrillas  have  been  | 
supplied  with  revolvers  from  this  city.  I propose,  to-day,  to  forbid  any 
arms  whatever  being  exposed  or  kept  for  sale  in  the  command. 

Major  Mudd,  supported  by  two  regiments  of  General  Quinby’s  com- 
mand, made  a dash  on  Blythe,  and  captured  12  [guerrillas],  and  ran  the 
rest  off  to  Cold  water ; but  they  come  back  as  fast  as  our  troops  are  with- 
drawn. 

As  soon  as  the  roads  become  decent,  I think  of  putting  a brigade  in 
near  Horn  Lake,  in  the  country  infested  by  the  guerrillas,  and  let  them 
eat  them  out.  The  country  is  rich  in  forage  and  provisions. 

Colonel  Webster  informs  me  that  the  railroad  will  be  completed  to- 
day or  to-morrow.  It  will  soon  be  broken  up  again,  somewhere  in 
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Obion  County,  I think.  The  cavalry  expedition  south  starts  to-day 
3r  to  morrow.  I have  heard  nothing  of  importance  from  Dodge  or  from 
the  Tennessee. 

Eespectfully  ^ 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-General. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  A.  Rawlins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  C.  Veatch,  U.  S.  Army , commanding  District 

of  Memphis. 


Headquarters  District  of  Memphis, 

Memphis , Tenn .,  February  21,  1863. 

Captain  : In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Major-General  Hurlbut,  I 
sent  four  companies  of  the  Sixty-third  Illinois  Volunteers,  under  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Joseph  K.  Lemon,  on  board  of  the  steamer  Mill  Boy,  at 
10  a.  m.  on  the  19th  instant,  with  orders  to  proceed,  under  convoy  of 
the  gunboat  Cricket,  to  the  village  o*f  Hopefield,  on  the  Arkansas  shore, 
and  to  burn  every  house  in  the  place. 

This  duty  was  promptly  performed,  and  Captain  Lemon  reported  to 
me,  with  his  entire  command,  on  his  return  from  the  expedition  at  5 
p.  m.  on  the  same  day.  A lot  of  horses  and  mules  were  found  in  a 
stable,  unclaimed.  They  were  brought  over,  and  all  delivered  to  Captain 
Walker,  post  quartermaster,  to  be  held  by  him,  subject  to  the  claim  of 
loyal  owners,  with  one  exception,  which  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
the  report  of  Captain  Lemon,  here  attached.  I also  append  a copy  of 
the  order  of  Major-General  Hurlbut,  under  which  I acted,  and  a copy 
of  instructions  given  to  the  officer  commanding  the  expedition,  and  ask 
that  they  be  considered  a part  of  this  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  C.  VEATCH, 

Brigadier-  General . 


Capt.  Henry  Binmore, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General , Sixteenth  Corps. 


[Inclosures.  1 


Headquarters  District  of  Memphis, 

Memphis , Tenn.,  February  19,  1863. 

Commanding  Officer  of  Expedition  to  Hopefield , Arlc.  : 

Sir  : By  the  within  orders  of  Major-General  Hurlbut,  you  are  re- 
quired to  destroy  the  village  of  Hopefield. 

You  will  be  vigilant  and  careful,  and  see  that  your  men  commit  no 
depredations  nor  offer  any  insults  to  the  inhabitants. 

Keep  your  guard  well  posted,  so  that  no  lurking  band  of  guerrillas 
shall  be  allowed  to  approach  without  your  knowledge.  * 

As  soon  as  you  have  executed  the  general’s  orders,  you  will  return 
with  your  command,  and  report  to  these  headquarters. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  C.  Veatch: 

F.  W.  FOX, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  10.  } Memphis,  Term.,  February  18,  1863. 

#*##### 

IV.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Veatch  will  detail  four  companies,  under  a field 
officer,  with  40  rounds  of  ammunition,  who  will  proceed  to  morrow,  un- 
der convoy  of  the  gunboat  Cricket,  to  Hopefield,  on  the  Arkansas  shore.  ■ 
Upon  landing  at  Hopefield,  the  place  will  be  immediately  covered  by 
guards.  The  residents  will  be  allowed  one  hour  to  remove  their  effects,  i 
after  which  every  building  will  be  burned,  and  the  troops  will  return, 
reporting  to  General  Veatch. 

**##### 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hurlbut : 

HENBY  BINMOBE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  3. 

i 

Report  of  Capt.  Joseph  K.  Lemon,  Sixty -third  Illinois  Infantry. 

Camp  Sixty-third  Begt.  Illinois  Vol.  Infantry, 

District  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  February  20,  1863. 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  your  orders,  I proceeded  with  four  compa- 
nies of  the  above-named  regiment,  viz,  Company  C,  commanded  by  | 
Captain  [W.  M.]  Boughan ; Company  D,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  [ J.] 
Isaminger;  Company  E,  commanded  by  Captain  [H.  H.]  Walser;  Com-  ; 
pany  F,  commanded  by  Lieut.  A.  Davis,  and  the  gunboat  Cricket,  to 
Hopefield,  Ark.;  placed  a strong  guard  around  the  village,  and,  after 
giving  the  inhabitants  one  hour’s  notice  of  the  destiny  of  their  village, 
the  lighted  torch  was  applied  and  the  place  was  consumed.  There  were 
no  depredations  committed,  neither  were  any  insults  offered  to  the  in- 
habitants. In  the  livery  stables  I found  15  head  of  horses,  9 mules, 
and  10  saddles,  and,  as  they  were  said  to  be  owned  by  citizens  of 
Arkansas,  I took  them  under  charge.  I turned  over  15  head  of  horses 
and  9 mules  to  the  quartermaster,  Captain  Walker.  One  fine  horse  j 
was  kept  by  Lieutenant  Cook,  of  General  Hurlbut’s  staff,  by  order  of 
Major-General  Hurlbut. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  K.  LEM02T, 

Captain , Commanding  Expedition. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Veatch. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Capt.  J.  R.  McGehee , Arkansas  Cavalry,  including  destruction 
of  the  Steamers  Jacob  Musselman  and  Grampus  No.  2. 

Camp  of  Unattached  Company,  Arkansas  Cavalry, 

Marion,  Ark.,  March  2,  1863. 

Colonel  : In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  the  major-general  j 
commanding  the  Trans-Mississippi  District,  to  proceed  to  the  county 
of  Crittenden,  Arkansas,  for  the  purpose  of  scouting  aud  burning  cot- 
ton in  that  country,  and  annoying  the  enemy  on  the  Mississippi  Biver, 
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I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I marched  from  Austin,  Ark.,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  burning  all  cotton  as  I went  which  was 
liable  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  6th  day  of  January,  I captured  the  steamboat  Jacob  Mussel- 
man,  opposite  Memphis,  lying  at  the  Arkansas  shore;  ran  her  to  Brad- 
ley’s Landing,  15  miles  above  that  point,  where  I captured  another  boat 
(flat-boat)  loaded  with  stock.  After  taking  what  was  valuable  on  the 
steamer  Jacob  Musselman,  and  the  stock  off  of  the  flat-boat,  I burned 
them  both. 

On  the  11th  day  of  January,  I captured  the  steamboat  Grampus  No. 
2,  just  off  the  wharf  at  Memphis ; run  her  to  Mound  City,  5 miles  above 
Memphis,  and  burned  her.  There  were  with  the  Grampus  5 coal  boats, 
which  were  turned  loose  in  the  river  when  she  was  captured,  and  floated 
down  and  sunk. 

On  the  17th  of  February,  I captured  the  steam  tug  Hercules  opposite 
Memphis,  and  7 coal  boats,  which  were  with  her,  and  burned  them  on 
the  spot,  being  unable  to  run  them  off,  owing  to  the  terrific  fire  from  the 
gunboats  which  were  lying  at  the  Memphis  wharf. 

On  the  16th  of  February,  I captured  a flat  boat,  30  miles  below  Mem- 
phis, laden  with  medicine,  &c. ; she  had  on  board  the  following  articles, 
to  wit:  600  ounces  of  quinine,  200  ounces  of  morphine,  6 pounds  of 
opium,  5 pounds  of  ipecac,  5 navy  repeaters,  450  rounds  of  navy  car- 
tridges, 3,000  percussion  caps,  and  6 pairs  of  gauntlets. 

I am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  McGEHEE, 
Captain*  Commanding  Company. 

Col.  E.  G.  Newton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


FEBRUARY  19-22,  1863. — Scout  in  Barton  and  Jasper  Counties,  Mo. 

Report  of  Maj.  Edward  B.  Eno , Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 
Newtonia , Mo.,  February  22,  1863. 

Colonel  : In  compliance  with  your  request,  made  to  me  at  Sher- 
wood on  the  18th  instant,  I have  to  report  that,  on  the  19th  instant,  I 
dispatched  Captain  Eeeder,  with  30  men  and  the  worn-out  horses,  in 
charge  of  corpse  of  one  of  my  men,  who  died  the  night  previous,  back 
to  this  post,  instructing  him  to  proceed  by  route  which  would  cross  your 
line  of  march  from  Shoal  Creek  to  Fidelity.  Captain  Eeeder  reached 
this  post  without  any  incident  worthy  of  remark. 

With  the  balance  of  my  command,  I marched  down  Centre  Creek; 
thence  up  Spring  Eiver  to  Carthage,  where  I encamped  on  the  night  of 
the  19th.  Here  I learned  that  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  from 
Bower’s  Mills  had  overtaken  Livingston,  with  about  60  men,  6 miles  dis- 
tant, on  Dry  Fork  of  Spring  Eiver;  had  fought  him  a little,  and  came 
charging  back  through  Carthage,  swearing  because  they  did  not  catch 
him.  My  conjecture  relative  to  his  rendezvous  was  correct ; but,  on 
hearing  of  my  scout  being  below  on  Spring  Eiver,  he  ran  directly  north, 
about  Lamar.  Knowing  that  Captain  Moore’s  scouts,  from  Fort  Scott, 
would  be  in  that  neighborhood  ou  the  20th,  I concluded  to  march  back 
to  Jenkins’  and  J ones’  Creeks.  We  took  the  brush  and  creek  until  within 
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a quarter  of  a mile  of  that  misnomer,  Fidelity ; then  charged  into  the 
place,  came  upon  a small  party  of  the  rascals,  wounded  1,  captured  3; 
the  balance  escaped,  our  horses  being  too  tired  to  overtake  them. 
Thence,  I divided  my  command  again,  and  beat  the  brush  of  Jones’  and 
Jenkins’  Creeks,  up-stream.  Not  finding  anything,  we  encamped  on 
Jones’  Creek,  sending  out  parties  up  and  down  the  creek  during  the 
night. 

If  the  Wisconsin  scout  does  not  come  across  Livingston  and  cut  him 
up,  he  will  go  down  to  the  border  and  harbor  at  mouth  of  Shoal  Creek 
again,  provided  he  does  not  conclude  to  leave  the  country  altogether. 
Many  of  the  best  friends  of  this  guerrilla  chief  solemnly  own  to  me  that ' 
they  see  and  fully  appreciate  the  injury  he  is  doing  the  country,  and 
they  talk  seriously  of  presenting  a petition  to  him  to  leave. 

I hope  the  happiest  results  from  the  extensive  scout  just  made  in  that 
region ; if  not  so  immediately  successful  as  we  could  have  wished,  it  has 
made  the  country  uncomfortably  hot  for  guerrillas,  and  must  convince 
them  of  our  determination  to  hunt  them  down. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon,  and  that  you  met  with  more  success 
than  myself,  I am,  colonel,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  ENO, 

Major j Commanding  Sub-district. 

Col.  William  F.  Cloud,  Springfield , Mo. 


FEBRUARY  20,  1883. — Skirmish  near  Fort  Halleek,  Dak. 

Report  of  Capt.  Asaph  Allen. 

Fort  Halleck,  Dak.,  February  27,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  19th,  a report  name  to  me  that  the  Ute  Indians  had 
broken  up  the  station  at  Pass  Creek,  driven  off  the  mail  stock,  cut  up 
the  harness,  and  committed  other  depredations.  I started  Lieutenant1 
Brandley,  with  all  the  available  force  here  (not  having  but  20  horses  at1 
the  post),  after  them.  He  overtook  and  killed  some  of  them,  and  was 
badly  wounded  by  a ball  through  the  left  arm.  He  shot  the  Indian, 
through  the  head.  1 brought  my  herd  of  horses  in  and  went  out  myself, 
and  hunted  the  hounds  three  days. 

On  the  night  of  the  21th,  Mr.  Kerr,  superintendent  of  the  overland 
stage  line,  came  to  Fort  Halleck,  reporting  a new  trail  of  Indians  20 
miles  west.  I started  Sergeant  Williams,  with  35  men,  at  12  o’clock  at 
night,  in  pursuit.  I could  not  go,  as  Major  Adams,  paymaster,  was 
here  to  pay  the  troops.  The  party  came  in  sight  of  the  Indians  about 
9 o’clock  the  next  morning.  The  Indians  had  some  10  miles  the  start. 
The  chase  resulted  in  the  recovery  of  a portion  of  the  stolen  stock,  but 
could  not  overtake  the  Indians,  although  the  party  followed  them  until 
night,  the  day  being  the  stormiest  that  l ever-  saw.  I do  not  think  that 
the  Indians  will  trouble  the  stage  line  for  the  present,  but  expect  that 
they  will  favor  it  with  a call  in  the  spring.  I have  sent  men  up  the  road 
to  the  different  stations. 

I am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  ALLEN, 

Captain , Commanding  Fort  Halleck . 

General  James  Craig-, 

Commanding  District  of  Nebraska.  ] 
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MARCH  1-2,  1863. — Capture  of,  and  skirmish  near,  Bloomfield,  Mo. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Frederick  R.  Poole , adjutant  Second  Missouri  State 

Militia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Bloomfield , Mo .,  March  3,  1863. 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  after  leaving  your  camp 
3n  White  Water,  on  the  night  of  the  28th  of  February,  I proceeded,  in 
command  of  the  advance  guard,  for  the  purpose  of  surprising  a party  of 
rebels  reported  to  be  in  Bloomfield.  On  arriving  at  Castor  River,  I 
found  it  impassable,  owing  to  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  and  the  high 
stage  of  water;  but  being  determined  to  prosecute  your  orders,  I swam 
my  command,  and  shortly  after  daylight  had  the  town  completely  in- 
vested. I succeeded  in  capturing  the  rebel  provost-marshal,  R.  Seckel 
[with  all  his  official  documents),  and  20  others,  nearly  all  of  whom  were 
Confederate  soldiers.  A Confederate  officer,  who  was  on  recruiting 
service,  in  madly  endeavoring  to  escape  after  firing  upon  me  as  I ad- 
vanced, was  instantly  killed  from  his  horse.  From  documents  found 
upon  his  person,  he  seems  to  have  been  a Lieut.  J.  D.  Brazeau,  formerly 
from  Saint  Louis.  I took  a number  of  horses,  guns,  ammunition,  &c. 
We  marched  during  the  night  about  35  miles,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
fatigue  and  cold  the  men  had  to  undergo  in  traveling  such  a distance, 
and  having  to  swim  a deep  and  rapid  river,  I never  heard  a murmur, 
the  motto  “Down  with  the  traitors’7  actuating  every  breast. 

Next  morning,  learning  that  a camp  of  rebels  were  within  15  miles  of 
this  post,  I selected  20  of  my  best  horses,  and  proceeded  down  the  Ar- 
kansas road  15  miles  in  the  direction  of  Chalk  Bluff,  when  I came  upon 
their  picket,  who  precipitately  fled,  being  well  mounted.  I overtook 
them,  3 in  number,  quite  near  the  camp.  I called  upon  them  to  halt 
and  surrender,  but  they  continued  to  fly.  I then  commenced  firing,  and 
killed  2 of  them,  and  took  the  other  a prisoner.  Upon  hearing  the  firing, 
the  rebels,  50  strong,  under  Cooper,  as  I was  informed,  fled  in  every 
direction,  leaving  their  arms,  &c. 

I cannot  express  my  gratitude  to  the  men  who  accompanied  me  in 
both  cases ; suffice  it  to  say  they  are  model  soldiers,  and  as  brave  as 
they  are  true. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  R.  POOLE, 

Adjutant. 

Col.  John  McNeil, 

Commanding  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


MARCH  3,  1863. — Raid  by  guerrillas  on  Granby,  Mo. 

Report  of  Maj.  Edward  B.  Eno , Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 
Ffewtonia , Mo.,  March  4,  1863. 

Major  : I have  to  report  that,  on  the  night  of  the  3d  instant,  the 
guerrilla  chief,  Livingston,  with  100  men,  dashed  into  Granby,  where 
25  men  of  my  battalion  were  stationed.  The  patrol  guard,  2 men,  were 
captured,  disarmed,  and  probably  killed,  as  nothing  has  since  been 
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heard  of  them.  Two  other  soldiers,  who  were  attending  upon  a sick ! | 
family  a short  distance  outside  the  stockade,  were  captured,  and,  un-i 
armed  as  they  were,  begging  for  their  lives,  were  shot  down  in  their 
tracks.  Livingston  passed  rapidly  out,  without  venturing  to  attack! 
the  squad  in  the  stockade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  ENG, 

Major , Commanding  Sub-district. 

Maj.  James  H.  Steger, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General , Springfield , Mo. 


MARCH  5-12,  1863. — Expedition  from  Helena  up  the  Saint  Francis  and 
Little  Rivers,  and  skirmish  at  Madison,  Ark. 

Report  of  Col.  Powell  Clayton , Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Kansas  Regiment, 

Camp  Vandever , March  13,  1863. 

Colonel  : In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  — , brigade  head-, 
quarters,  and  subsequent  orders  from  Brigadier-General  [B.  M.]  Pren-i 
tiss,  I proceeded  with  my  command,  composed  of  50  infantry  (Twenty- 
fourth  Indiana  Volunteers),  25  cavalry  (Third  Iowa  Volunteers),  and  one1 
section  of  the  Second  Ohio  Battery  (6 -pounders),  on  board  the  steamer1 
Hamilton  Belle,  up  the  Saint  Francis  River,  starting  on  Friday,  March* 
5,  at  9 a.  m.  Nothing  of  interest  occurred  until  we  arrived  at  Madison, 
a small  country  town  situated  at  a point  where  the  Memphis  and  Little: 
Rock  Railroad  crosses  the  Saint  Francis  River.  We  arrived  at  this1 
point  a little  after  daylight,  and,  from  the  nature  of  the  river,  we  were 
entirely  concealed  from  observation  from  the  town  until  we  arrived 
within  a few  hundred  yards  of  it.  Here  we  completely  surprised  a rebel 
force  of  about  75  strong,  who  lied  in  great  confusion  as  the  boat  touched1 
the  landing,  leaving  behind  everything  except  the  clothing  they  had 
upon  their  persons.  My  infantry  and  cavalry  landed  with  the  greatest 
possible  celerity,  and  pursued  them  in  every  direction,  capturing  and 
bringing  to  the  boat  27  of  their  number.  Of  course,  everything  they 
left  behind  fell  into  our  hands,  consisting  of  arms,  horses,  horse  equip- 
ments, blankets,  &c.  . . ! 

Having  instructions  from  General  Prentiss  to  capture,  if  possible,  the 
steamer  Miller,  which  was  said  to  be  somewhere  in  Little  River  near' 
its  mouth,  I therefore  continued  up  the  Saint  Francis  until  I came  to 
the  mouth  of  that  river;  thence  up  the  same  for  about  25  miles,  when 
I reached  the  Miller,  which,  to  my  disappointment,  I found  in  a sunken 
condition.  The  point  where  the  Miller  lay  was  about  250  miles  from 
Helena,  and  believing  that  before  I could  return  the  rebels  would  prob- 
ably collect  all  available  troops  together  at  some  favorable  point  to  dis- 
pute my  passage,  I seized,  at  different  points  and  from  different  per-J 
sons,  sixty-four  bales  of  cotton,  out  of  which  I had  constructed  very 
efficient  breastworks,  not  only  for  the  protection  of  the  men,  but  for 
the  protection  of  the  boat  in  case  they  should  bring  artillery  to  bear  i 
upon  us. 

Upon  my  return,  I captured,  near  the  mouth  of  Little  River,  3 men 
engaged  in  contraband  trade.  I found  in  their  possession  13  barrels  of 
salt,  2 barrels  of  flour,  80  ounces  of  quinine,  and  a large  amount  of  per- 
cussion-caps. At  Wittsburg  I captured  15  hogsheads  of  sugar,  and  re- 
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seived  information  that  the  enemy  had  collected  in  considerable  force 
at  Madison,  and  had  blockaded  "the  river.  Arriving  within  about  2 
miles  of  Madison,  I discovered  a load  of  cotton  placed  upon  a conspic- 
uous point  on  a high,  sloping  bank.  Believing  it  to  be  a trap,  I ordered 
the  artillerymen  to  drop  a few  shells  into  the  thick  underbrush  a short 
distance  back  of  the  cotton  bales.  1 soon  discovered,  farther  np  on  the 
slope,  a large  number  of  saddled  horses,  which  convinced  me  that  my 
suspicions  were  well  founded. 

I continued  the  shelling  process,  and,  coming  within  nearer  range,  I 
swept  the  underbrush  with  canister.  I then  landed  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible my  entire  force,  leaving  about  one-half  on  the  river  bank  by  the 
boat  as  a reserve.  The  balance  deployed  as  skirmishers  and  soon  came 
upon  the  enemy,  who  had  been  previously  scattered  by  our  artillery. 
A running  fight  ensued,  which  resulted  in  the  enemy  retreating  to  the 
bills,  leaving  4 of  their  dead  upon  the  field. 

In  this  skirmish  Lieutenant  [William  C.]  Niblack,  of  the  Third  Iowa 
Oavalry,  received  a severe  buck-shot  wound  in  the  left  breast  while 
gallantly  leading  his  cavalry.  No  other  one  on  our  side  sustained  any 
injury. 

After  securing  the  cotton  used  as  a bait  and  some  horses  captured 
upon  the  field,  I proceeded  to  Madison,  where  I found  the  river  block- 
ided  by  means  of  a chain  drawn  between  the  piers  of  the  railroad  bridge. 
[ landed  above  the  bridge  and  sent  out  skirmishers  to  reconnoiter  and 
36ver  the  operations  of  a working  party  sent  to  remove  the  blockade. 
A little  skirmishing  ensued,  and  we  captured  1 prisoner.  My  working 
party  soon  reported  a safe  passage  through  the  blockade.  I called  in 
my  skirmishers  and  without  much  difficulty  cleared  the  bridge,  which 
was  no  sooner  accomplished  than  a heavy  volley  saluted  us  from  a cane- 
break  on  the  right,  where  the  enemy  were  posted  behind  log  breast- 
works. After  about  25  rounds  from  our  field  pieces,  the  enemy  retreated 
in  great  confusion,  and  we  experienced  no  further  interruption  between 
that  poiut  and  Helena,  where  we  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  it 
being  the  seventh  day  out. 

I cannot  but  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  nfanner  in  which  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  different  detachments  conducted  themselves 
throughout.  It  was  truly  gratifying  and  well  worthy  of  imitation. 

We  captured  in  all  46  prisoners,  10  of  whom  I paroled  on  account  of 
being  short  of  subsistence.  The  balance  I have  turned  over  to  the  pro- 
rost-marshal-general. 

The  following  is  a list  of  captured  property  (contraband)  and  property 
seized  for  military  purposes : 


Cotton bales..  4 

Sugar hogsheads..  15 

Salt barrels..  13 

Flour do....  2 

Bacon pounds..  500 

Horses 23 

Mules 3 

Quinine ounces . . 80 

Shot-guns,  rifles,  &c.,  about 30 

Percussion-caps 500 


Sixty  bales  of  cotton  seized  for  military  purposes,  claimants  of  which 
were  permitted  to  return  with  the  expedition  to  represent  their  claims. 

Having  nothing  further  to  report,  I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

POWELL  CLAYTON, 

Colonel , Commanding. 
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MARCH  5-13,  1863. — Operations  in  Newton  and  Jasper  Counties,  Mo.,  and 
skirmish  (9th)  near  Sherwood. 

Report  of  Capt.  David  Mefford , Sixth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Gamp  Salomon,  Mo.,  March  14,  1863. 

Sir  : Agreeably  to  your  order,  I left  camp  on  March  5,  with  a detach-- 1 
ment  of  the  Sixth  Kansas  Cavalry,  comprising  Company  A,  Lieutenant' 
[Thomas  J.]  Darling ; Company  C,  Lieutenant  [Richard  L.]  Phillips,  and  i 
Company  H,  Lieutenant  Campbell,  in  command  of  the  respective  com- 
panies, and  proceeded  to  Newtonia,  Newton  County,  a distance  of  25| 
miles,  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

Next  morning  (Friday)  [6th]  I went  to  Granby ; scouted  Shoal  Creek 
thoroughly  in  that  vicinity,  and  proceeded  to  Neosho. 

Left  Neosho  Saturday  morning  early ; scouted  the  country  north  and 
encamped  at  Savilla,  a little  village  containing  about  a dozen  houses,! 
and  each  house  containing  several  rebel  sympathizers.  Lost  a valuable 
horse  that  night. 

Sunday  [8th]  I went  to  Diamond  Grove,  about  5 miles  from  Savilla,; 
and  searched  the  woods  thoroughly,  but  without  any  satisfactory  result/ 
Then  moved  down  Turkey  Creek  and  went  to  Sherwood,  in  Jasper  ] 
County,  a distance  of  18  miles.  Found  a trail,  but  could  get  no  infor- 
mation as  to  what  troops  had  passed.  It  being  nearly  night,  I remained: 
in  the  town  until  3 a.  m.  Monday.  Followed  up  the  trail  a short  dfs-JI 
tance,  when  my  advance  ran  into  a picket.  Shots  were  exchanged,  in  I 
which  Sergeant  Fountain,  non-commissioned  staff,  was  severely,  though  I 
notdangerously,woundedintheface.  The  rebel  picket  was  also  wound edJ 
but  not  fatally.  Searched  the  woods  and  found  the  camp,  which  had’ 
contained  about  70  or  80  men,  judging  from  appearances,  which  the 
noted  Tom  Livingston  had  left  in  great  haste,  cutting  halters  and  ropes, s 
&c.  The  bush  being  so  thick  it  was  impossible  to  follow  them.  I moved] 
out  on  the  edge  of  Turkey  Creek  timber  and  proceeded  about  2 miles, J 
and,  seeing  several  men  in  a little  bend  of  prairie,  the  advance  went  in 
pursuit,  and  after  a chase  of  three-fourths  of  a mile  they  were  suddenly! 
turned  upon  by  Livingston’s  whole  force  and  obliged  to  fall  back  to  the, 
main  command,  still  pursued.  Seeing  them  repulsed,  I quickly  formed; 
my  men  behind  a clump  of  trees  and  bushes,  dismounted  them,  and  sent 
them  in  on  foot.  The  enemy  coming  within  90  or  100  yards,  firing  com-j 
menced,  lasting  but  a few  minutes,  the  enemy  retreating  precipitately.] 

I had  1 man  wounded  in  the  leg.  Injury  sustained  by  the  rebels] 
not  known,  but,  from  the  appearance  of  the  woods,  must  have  been  con-  | 
siderable  in  horses.  I sent  Company  H in  the  woods  as  skirmishers,] 
and  found  the  trail  again  j but,  considering  it  useless  to  try  to  follow  i 
them,  turned  my  course  toward  Neosho,  which  place  I reached  at  sun- 
down. 

I remained  in  Neosho  Tuesday,  getting  my  horses  shod,  &c. 

Wednesday  [11th]  morning  I was  furnished  with  40  Indians  as  scouts 
by  Captain  [A.  C.]  Spillman,  Third  Indian  Regiment,  commanding  post. 
Found  the  trail  and  followed  it  for  35  miles,  and  encamped  at  Crawford 
Seminary,  Ind.  T.  Took  it  up  next  morning  and  continued  to  follow 
it  until  about  2 p.  m.  Thursday,  without  getting  any  information  as  to 
his  whereabouts.  My  men  being  without  rations,  and  horses  run  down 
with  hard  marching  and  no  forage,  I abandoned  the  pursuit  and  turned  1 
my  course  toward  camp.  I marched  to  Savilla  that  night. 

Next  morning  [13th],  being  ready  to  mount,  I heard  firing  half  a mile 
from  camp.  I sent  the  Indians  in  the  woods  as  flankers,  and  took  the 
main  road,  with  the  Sixth  Kansas.  Came  upon  two  men  of  Company  A, 
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who  stated  that  three  of  them  had  been  to  a house  outside  the  lines  to 
gjet  their  breakfast,  and,  in  returning,  were  fired  into,  taken  prisoners, 
ind  disarmed,  and  one  of  their  number  was  badly  wounded  and  left  on 
the  ground,  where  I found  him  in  a few  minutes.  I scoured  the  woods 
thoroughly  with  Indians  and  whites,  but  could  find  no  one.  I pro- 
3ured  a wagon  and  sent  the  wounded  man  to  Neosho  under  escort  of  the 
[ndians,  and  proceeded  to  camp,  which  I reached  at  9 p.  m.  Friday,  the 
L3th,  being  out  nine  days.  I issued  an  order,  the  first  day  out,  strictly 
prohibiting  men  from  leaving  the  command  without  the  consent  of  a 
iommissioned  officer,  which  order  was  disobeyed  in  several  instances  by 
those  men  of  Company  A,  who  were  disarmed. 

D.  MEFFORD, 

Captain  Company  H , Sixth  Kansas , Commanding  Detachment. 

Col.  W.  E.  Judson, 

Commanding  First  Brig.,  First  Div .,  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


MARCH  6-10,  1863. — Expedition  from  Helena  to  Big  and  Lick  Creeks, 

Ark.,  and  skirmishes. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  M.  Prentiss , U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena , Arh.,  March  11,  1863. 

General:  On  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant  I dispatched  Major 
Samuel]  Walker,  of  the  Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry,  with  about  500  men  of 
Efferent  regiments,  in  search  of  a camp  of  rebels  said  to  be  between  Big 
ind  Lick  Creeks,  and  he  reports  to  me  that  he  arrived  at  Lick  Creek  on 
he  8th  instant,  and  after  hunting  in  vain  for  an  enemy,  he  sent  Major 
Winslow  to  one  crossing  of  Big  Creek  and  went  himself  to  the  other, 
it  both  of  which  he  encountered  small  parties  of  rebels,  killing  1,  taking 
[prisoner,  and  destroying  their  ferry-boats.  One  man  of  the  Fourth 
[owa  Cavalry  was  shot  from  his  horse  while  on  picket,  and  Lieutenant 
Joseph]  McCarty  and  Sergeant  Orcutt,  Fifth  Kansas,  were  taken  pris- 
mers.  He  reports  Lieutenant  Cleaveland,  of  Parsons’  rebel  regiment, 
filled;  also 2 of  Wetherby’s  men,  and  says  he  took  4 prisoners,  and  that, 
laving  scoured  the  country  well  between  Big  and  Lick  Creeks,  is  satisfied 
hat  there  is  no  large  party  there.  A force  of  rebels  is  reported  to  be 
it  Cotton  Plant.  The  major  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of  his 
ifficers  and  men. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

B.  M.  PRENTISS, 

Brigadier ■ General. 

Major-General  McClernand, 

Commanding  Thirteenth  Army  Corps. 


IffARCH  9-15,  1863. — Expedition  from  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  to  Chalk  Bluff,  Ark., 
and  to  Gum  Slough,  Kennett,  Hornersville,  etc.,  Mo.,  and  skirmishes. 

Report  of  Col.  John  McNeil , Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Eegt.  Missouri  State  Militia  Cay., 

Bloomfield , Mo.,  March  16,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I left  this  post  on  Mon- 
iay,  the  9th  instant,  with  500  men  of  my  command  and  two  mountain 
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howitzers,  two  days7  small  rations  with  hard  bread,  no  tents  for  eithcrj 
officers  or  men,  and  5 wagons,  lightly  loaded.  We  arrived  at  Chalk 
Bluff  the  next  morning,  having  traveled  over  40  miles  of  such  roads  as 
only  the  swamps  of  the  earthquake  region  of  Missouri  can  turn  out.  j 

On  our  arrival  at  that  point,  at  9 a.  m.,  we  found  that  the  advance; 
party,  which  we  had  sent  forward  to  feel  the  enemy,  had  failed  to  get  the 
ferrymen  to  cross,  and  had  been  exchanging  shots  across  the  river  for 
some  two  hours.  We  deployed  skirmishers,  and  tried  to  move  the  force1 
covering  the  ferry-boat,  but  they  were  well  posted  and  stuck  to  their; 
position  with  a determination  worthy  of  a better  cause.  By  bringing 
up  our  howitzers,  we  drove  them  out  with  canister  and  shell,  and  after! 
three  hours’  fighting  were  able  to  cover  a party  of  five  brave  volunteers, 
who  swam  the  river,  seized  the  boat,  and  brought  it  over.  We  soon 
crossed  three  companies,  who  succeeded  in  clearing  the  hills,  burning! 
their  store  of  corn,  all  the  buildings,  and  a large  ferry-boat  which  was; 
being  constructed.  In  this  affair  we  had  2 men  wounded,  Blacksmith! 
William  J.  Dryden,  of  Company  E,  and  Private  Cicero  G.  Davis,  of 
Company  H. 

Having  thus  cut  off  their  exit  by  this  ferry,  we  marched,  at  4 o’clock 
next  morning,  against  Thompson’s  fort,  at  Gum  Slough,  23  miles  dis-j 
tant. 

We  came  to  the  slough  at  about  noon.  The  slough  is  about  50(1 
yards  across,  with  a narrow  road  cut  through  a dense  cypress  swamp, 
with  water  girth-deep  all  the  way  across.  We  drove  from  this  slough 
30  well-armed  men,  a party  under  Lieutenant  [Frederick  R.]  Poole  pur- 
suing them  11  miles,  killing  4 and  capturing  5 of  them. 

The  fort  of  General  Thompson  was  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  slough,, 
commanding  the  road.  It  consisted  of  a parallelogram  90  paces  on  its 
main  face,  with  a salient  angle  on  its  main  face,  and  one  of  its  interior 
faces  to  command  the  encampment  and  ditch.  We  could  have  shelled 
them  out  of  it  from  across  the  slough,  or  even  have  ridden  over  their 
works. 

To  our  great  chagrin,  we  found  the  fort  without  defenders,  the  gar- 
rison having  evacuated  it  on  hearing  the  report  of  my  guns  the  day, 
before.  They  had  swum  the  slough,  and  taken  to  the  island  of  Saint 
Francis  River,  intending  to  cross  into  Arkansas  in  Thompson’s  mos 
quito  fleet  of  dug-outs.  We  were  advised  that  these  canoes  were  ir; 
Varney’s  River,  an  arm  of  the  Saint  Francis,  and  Lieutenant  Poole,  with 
7 men,  pushed  on  in  advance  to  capture  and  destroy  them.  When  he 
got  to  the  river,  8 miles  beyond  Kennett,  he  found  the  canoes  gone,  the 
main  body  of  the  fugitives  having  left  the  night  before. 

We  encamped  at  Kennett  that  night,  and  the  succeeding  two  days 
scoured  the  country ; captured  over  60  of  the  enemy,  including  2 cap 
tains  and  2 lieutenants ; destroyed  or  took  away  about  250  guns,  of  al 
kinds,  and  captured  65  horses  and  mules,  subsisting  entirely  on  the 
country,  which  abounded  in  forage,  good  bacon,  and  corn  bread.  We 
scoured  Holcombe,  Ten-Mile,  Buffalo,  Horse,  and  Two-Mile  Islands,  tin 
scouts  traveling  sometimes  40  miles  a day,  often  crossing  from  one  island 
to  another  in  dug-outs  anel  scouting  on  foot  all  day.  We  thus  drove 
the  whole  force  of  Thompson  and  Clark  out  of  the  State  into  Arkansas 
or  into  their  hiding  places  in  the  jungles  and  among  the  cypress  trees 
of  the  swamps. 

The  war  steed  of  General  Thompson,  wffiich  proved  to  be  a marc 
heavy  with  foal,  fell  into  our  hands,  and  the  last  that  was  heard  of  this 
doughty  hero  he  was  floating  down  the  Saint  Francis,  the  solitary  tenant 
of  a dug-out,  quite  drunk  and  very  melancholy.  Upon  information  thai 
a large  force  had  arrived  at  Chalk  Bluff,  and  were  felling  trees  into  the 
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river,  and  that  the  company  I had  posted  at  Four  Mile,  a small  village 
4 miles  from  the  ferry,  had  fallen  back  G miles,  I marched  toward  Bloom- 
field, making  46  miles  by  9 p.  m.,  and  encamped  in  a good  position  on 
the  direct  road  from  the  Bluff  to  Bloomfield.  The  regiment  marched 
into  Bloomfield  yesterday  at  9 a.  m.  The  command  had  marched  184 
miles  in  six  days,  besides  numerous  scouts  both  at  night  and  day. 

We  had  2 men  wounded  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy  at  Chalk  Bluff,  and 
2 accidentally ; only  1 man  on  the  sick  report  from  other  causes,  thus 
proving  that  the  field  is  more  healthy  than  quarters.  I administered 
the  oath  to  over  100  citizens,  and  could  have  done  so  to  many  times  that 
number  had  they  not  been  scared  off  by  extravagant  reports  of  our  kill- 
ing unarmed  and  innocent  persons.  The  covers  being  on  our  guidons, 
for  it  rained  most  of  the  time,  they  were  taken  for  black  flags,  and  the 
story  that  we  were  marching  under  that  peculiarly  Southern  emblem 
widely  circulated.  Bape  and  murder  were  charged  on  us,  causing  the 
men  to  flee  to  the  swamps.  The  women  alone  stood  their  ground,  either 
not  believing  the  charge  or  not  fearing  the  consequences.  I have  promised 
protection  to  the  loyal  and  law-abiding,  and  forgiveness  for  the  past  to 
those  sincerely  tired  of  rebellion,  and  disposed  to  be  at  peace  with  their 
neighbors,  and  announced  that  the  rule  for  the  future  is,  that  where  a 
Union  man  cannot  live  in  peace  a secessionist  shall  not  live  at  all.  A 
better  state  of  feeling  is  fast  obtaining  among  this  simple-minded  peo- 
ple, and  the  timely  display  of  force  is  begetting  confidence  in  the  power 
of  the  Government.  When  our  operations  can  be  extended  to  clearing 
Crawley  Bidge,  in  Arkansas,  we  may  hope  for  peace  in  these  counties. 

I take  pleasure  in  commending  the  zeal  and  devotion  to  duty  that  has 
characterized  the  officers  and  men  under  me  on  this  expedition.  Major 
[Hiram  M.]  Hiller,  commanding  the  First  Battalion,  Captain  [Josephus] 
Bobbins,  the  Second,  and  Captain  Sells,  the  Third,  were  constant  and 
unremitting  in  duty.  First  Lieutenant  [Amos  P.]  Wright,  of  Company 
L,  and  Second  Lieut.  Joseph  H.  Cell,  of  Company  K,  were  always  active 
and  efficient.  Sergt.  Darius  Dennis,  Company  E ; Sergt.  Hewlit  H.  Mc- 
Bhany,  Company  G ; Bugler  Hiram  H.  Swasey,  Company  A,  and  Privates 
John  W.  Dryden,  Company  K,  and  William  J.  Dry  den,  Company  E,  at- 
tested courage  of  the  highest  order  in  charges  and  pursuits,  everywhere 
riding  down  and  sabering  their  foes.  Sergt.  H.  H.  Mcllhany,  of  Com- 
pany G;  Corpl.  George  Bose,  of  Company  B;  Privates  Samuel  Knox 
and  George  McConnel,  Company  A,  and  James  T.  Hoover,  Company 
F,  I would  make  especial  mention  of  for  their  gallantry  in  swimming 
the  Saint  Francis  on  a dismal,  cold,  and  bleak  day,  and,  under  the  fire 
of  the  enemy,  seizing  the  ferry-boat  and  bringing  it  across.  Such  a devo- 
tion to  duty  should  not  go  unrewarded.  1 have  thanked  them  in  orders, 
desiring  that  their  names  should  be  borne  as  they  deserve  on  the  durable 
records  of  their  regiments. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  particular  mention  of  the  gallant 
bearing  and  valuable  services  of  Lieutenant  Poole,  regimental  adjutant, 
on  this  expedition.  A fine  cavalry  officer  and  a spirited  soldier,  he  has 
given  my  men  an  example  of  dash  and  daring  throughout  this  whole 
expedition  that  cannot  but  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  regiment.  I re- 
spectfully commend  him  for  promotion. 

Our  horses  are  now  resting,  and  will  soon  be  again  fn  for  duty. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McKEIL, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson, 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Louis , Mo. 

16  It  it — VOL  XXII,  PT  i 
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MARCH  19,  1863. — Skirmish  on  Frog  Bayou,  Ark. 


Report  of  Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison. 


Fayetteville,  Ark.,  March  23,  1863. 

A reconnoitering  party  of  9 men,  under  Captain  Whiteford,  sent  out 
by  me  a few  days  ago,  attacked  20  rebels  of  Captain  Wright’s  company, 
at  Bill  Young’s,  on  Frog  Bayou,  18  miles  north  of  the  Arkansas  River, 
on  Thursday  morning  [19th].  Our  men  killed  and  mortally  wounded 
10 ; killed  3 horses  and  disabled  5.  They  completely  routed  the  rebels, 
taking  most  of  their  bjankets  and  arms.  Captain  Wright  is  reported 
mortally  wounded.  Captain  Whiteford  returned  last  night  without  the 
loss  of  a man. 


Major-General  Curtis. 


M.  LA  RUE  HARRISON, 

Colonel , Commanding  Post. 


MARCH  19-23,  1863. — Scout  toward,  and  affair  (21st)  near,  Doniphan,  Mo. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Frederick  R.  Poole , Adjutant  Second  Missouri  State 

Militia  Cavalry. 

Hdors.  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Bloomfield , March  23,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  your  instruc-  j 
tions,  I left  this  post  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  instant,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a tour  of  reconnaissance  vrest  of  the  Saint  Francis  River. 
For  this  purpose,  I took  with  me  75  men,  25  of  whom  I left  at  Williams’ 
Crossing,  dn  the  Saint  Francis  River,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  [J.]  1 
Donahoo,  to  guard  two  ferry-boats,  one  of  which  I captured  on  the 
Mingo,  and  the  other  at  Punches’  Crossing,  on  the  Saint  Francis,  to-  i 
gether  with  several  canoes,  all  of  which  I floated  down  stream  to  the 
point  above  indicated,  about  three-fourths  of  a mile  south  of  the  junction  ! 
of  the  Mingo  with  the  Saint  Francis  River. 

Shortly  after  daylight  next  morning,  I crossed  my  party,  arriving  that  j 
evening  at  Poplar  Bluff.  Here  we  were  enthusiastically  hailed  by  the 
few  inhabitants  that  remain,  and  who  express  moreUnion  sentiment,  and 
are  more  truly  loyal,  than  any  people  I have  yet  met  with  in  Southeast 
Missouri. 

Awdre  of  the  small  force  at  my  disposal,  and  being  now  40  miles  from 
any  support,  I deemed  it  prudent  to  withdraw  from  town,  and  encamp  I 
at  the  foot  of  the  bridge  over  Blackwater  River,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
village,  there  holding  a position  that  no  enemy  could  well  force.  Not 
being  able  to  ascertain  a nyjn formation  relative  to  the  reported  advance 
of  Marmaduke’s  army,  I resolved  to  push  still  farther  in  the  direction  \ 
of  Pocahontas,  until  I could  meet  his  advance  or  capture  his  pickets,  or  | 
strike  his  trail  in  case  he  had  moved  north. 

About  1 o’clock  next  day  [21st],  I surprised  a picket,  consisting  of  5 
men,  who  fled  at  our  approach.  They  were  stationed  about  20  miles 
from  Poplar  Bluff,  at  the  junction  of  the  Pitman’s  Ferry  and  Doniphan 
roads,  i captured  3 of  the  pickets  and  killed  the  remaining  2.  1 will 
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here  state  that  the  two  who  were  killed  had  good  horses,  and  exhibited 
a degree  of  bravery  worthy  of  a better  cause.  Being  well  mounted, 
myself  and  Captain  [Perry  D.]  McClanahan,  commanding  Company  C, 
of  this  regiment,  soon  took  the  lead  of  our  men  and  each  singled  out 
his  man  and  pursued  him.  Several  pistol  shots  were  exchanged  during 
the  chase,  and  not  until  we  were  within  3 miles  of  Doniphan  could  we 
get  fairly  up  with  them.  Here  my  antagonist  shot  my  horse,  and  at  the 
same  instant  I killed  his;  both  horses  fell  together,  and  we  (my  butter- 
nut friend  and  myself)  rolled  over  and  over,  when  he  broke  loose  and 
attempted  to  get  away  on  foot,  but  I soon  caught  him  and  put  an  end 
to  the  desperado. 

At  some  little  distance  I found  my  friend  McClanahan,  standing  over 
the  remains  of  him  he  pursued.  We  were  both  exhausted,  and  had  to 
wait  until  our  party  came  up. 

I must  make  special  notice  of  Corporal  Blurton,  of  Company  B,  for 
his  zeal  and  bravery  throughout. 

From  the  pickets  captured,  I learned  that  Marmaduke’s  main  force 
was  still  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  Batesville,  and  that  Jeffers’, 
Clark’s,  and  Lewis’  men  were  acting  as  his  advance  guard,  making  their 
regular  reports  to  him,  and  being  guided  and  instructed  from  his  head- 
quarters. One  of  the  prisoners  captured  was  lately  from  Little  Bock, 
Ark.,  and  seemed  to  have  been  acting  in  the  capacity  of  postmaster,  as 
the  inclosed  package  of  communications,  found  upon  his  person,  will 
indicate. 

The  road  from  Bloomfield  to  the  Saint  Francis  is  tolerably  good,  pass- 
ing over  gentle  ridges  and  plateaus,  or  glades,  through  which  levees 
have  been  constructed,  with  the  necessary  culverts.  A train  of  artillery, 
in  good  weather,  could  easily  pass  over,  with  some  repairs  being  done  to 
the  bridge  over  Lick  Creek.  I would  calculate  the  distance  at  about  18 
miles.  Forage  very  scarce. 

From  the  Saint  Francis  to  Poplar  Bluff  the  roads  are  excellent,  with 
the  exception  of  about  1 mile  through  the  Blackwater  bottom,  passing 
over  a high,  barren,  and  uncultivated  ridge.  * 

A couple  of  thousand  bushels  of  corn  might  be  collected  at  Poplar 
Bluff  from  the  farms  on  the  Blackwater  bottom.  This  is  all  an  army 
could  depend  upon.  It  must  be  nearly  20  miles  from  Williams’  Cross- 
ing, on  the  Saint  Francis,  to  Poplar  Bluff.  From  Poplar  Bluff  to  Pit- 
man’s  Ferry  it  must  be  about  35  miles,  and  about  an  equal  distance  to 
Doniphan.  The  roads  are  good  and  practicable  for  trains  or  artillery. 
But  few  cultivated  farms,  and  forage  very  scarce. 

The  telegraph  constructed  by  General  Steele  has  been  completely  de- 
stroyed and  strewn  carelessly  along  the  road.  I had  several  horses 
thrown  by  it  in  the  charge,  and  some  of  the  riders  seriously  injured. 

Before  concluding  this  hurried  report,  I would  state  that,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Pitman’s  Ferry,  I found  Saint  Louis  newspapers  of  a more 
recent  date  than  we  could  obtain  at  Bloomfield,  thus  clearly  demonstrat- 
ing that  the  rebels  are  in  direct  communication  with  that  city. 

My  command  arrived  safely  at  this  post  at  1 a.  in.,  having  been  absent 
four  entire  days.  We  took  with  us  but  a limited  supply  of  hard  bread ; 
marched  150  miles  during  that  time  without  either  tent  or  blanket,  and 
luring  the  entire  trip  I never  heard  a murmur. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  E.  POOLE, 
Regimental  Adjutant. 


Col.  John  McNeil, 

Commanding  Southeastern  Expedition. 
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MARCH  22,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Blue  Springs,  near  Independence,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col.  William  R.  Penick , Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


Hdqrs.  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Independence,  Mo .,  March  23,  1803. 

General  : Yesterday  a detachment  of  50  men,  composed  of  the  Fifth 
Regiment  and  artillery  company,  under  command  of  Capt.  H.  B.  John- 
son, met  with  a superior  force  of  guerrillas  about  12  miles  from  this 
post,  and  were  driven  back,  with  a loss  of  9 killed,  3 wounded,  and 
6 missing.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  I have  not  yet  ascertained.  The 
guerrillas,  as  usual,  have  scattered  all  over  the  county  in  twos,  threes,  &c. 
It  will  be  impossible  for  United  States  soldiers  to  drive  them  out  of  this 
county  unless  the  Government  can  afford  to  send  ten  soldiers  for  one 
guerrilla.  The  only  way  to  get  them  out  is  to  destroy  all  subsistence  in 
rocky  and  brushy  parts  of  the  country,  and  send  off  their  wives  and 
the  children ; also  the  wives  and  children  of  sympathizers  who  are  aiding 
and  abetting  them. 

Very  respectfully, 


W.  E.  PENICK, 

Colonel  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , March  28,  1863. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Brigadier-General  Loan,  who  will  take  all 
possible  means  to  suppress  the  rebels  consistent  with  orders  from 
Washington. 

SAML.  E.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


MARCH  22,  1863.— Skirmish  near  the  head  of  White  River,  Ark. 


Report  of  Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison . 

Fayetteville,  Ark.,  March  26, 1863. 

On  Sunday  last  a party  of  35  men  (25  soldiers  and  10  citizens)  sent  out 
to  assist  the  beef  contractor  in  getting  in  his  stock,  were  attacked  from 
three  directions,  near  the  head  of  White  River,  by  a rebel  scout  of  200 
men  from  Clarksville,  led  by  Major  McConnell,  said  to  be  of  Brooks’ 
regiment.  Our  men  lost:  Killed,  3 soldiers  and  1 citizen  ; wounded,  1 
citizen ; prisoners,  7 soldiers  and  8 citizens ; escaped,  14  soldiers  and  1 
citizen.  The  scout  was  informed  of  their  whereabouts  by  a treacherous 
citizen.  The  disaster  is  half  owing  to  carelessness  in  not  putting  out 
pickets.  Major  McConnell  is  known  to  have  been  shot  dead  from  his 
horse  while  leading  the  charge.  If  our  cavalry  could  get  horses,  they 
would  not  be  half  so  liable  to  such  disasters.  At  present  all  escorts 
have  to  be  sent  out  dismounted. 

M.  LA  RUE  HARRISON, 

Colonel , Commanding  Post. 


Major-General  Curtis. 
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MARCH  24-APRXL  1,  1863. — Scout  from  Bloomfield  to  Scatterville,  Mo. 

Report  of  Maj.  William  H.  Torrey,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry . 

Hdqrs.  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry  Volunteers, 

Post  Bloomfield , Jfo.,  April  2, 1863. 

General  : Left  Bloomfield  March  24,  1863,  at  6 a.  m.,  with  detach- 
ment of  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry, and  one  mountain  howitzer.  Arrived  within  1J  miles  this  side  of 
Chalk  Bluff  at  4 p.  m.  the  same  day ; found  the  enemy  in  possession  of 
the  bluffs,  skirmishing  with  our  pickets ; learned  their  force  to  be  two 
companies.  Immediately  sent  8 miles  for  tools  to  build  a raft,  and  6 
miles  for  a canoe ; could  not  get  the  canoe  for  high  water.  Built  the 
raft  next  morning  above  the  bluffs,  and  crossed  with  70  men.  The  en- 
emy attempted  to  prevent  our  crossing,  but  were  driven  back  by  the 
howitzer ; found  one  of  the  enemy  dead  on  the  bank.  Marched  around 
to  the  bluffs,  surprised  the  picket,  mortally  wounding  2 men ; learned 
from  them  that  Colonel  Preston  was  in  camp,  1 mile  from  the  bluffs, 
with  400  men.  Kecrossed  the  river. 

Next  morning  [26th],  crossed  over  with  100  men,  and  commenced 
swimming  horses ; found  it  impossible  to  get  them  across ; the  water 
was  so  cold  and  the  current  so  strong  that  the  horses  would  not  leave 
the  shore.  Crossed  the  men  back  to  the  Missouri  shore,  and  commenced 
building  a foot-bridge,  which  was  completed  the  next  day  at  3 p.  m. 
Immediately  commenced  crossing  the  men  and  horses,  swimming  the 
horses  beside  the  bridge.  Completed  the  crossing  next  day  [28th]  at  8 
a.  in.,  and  started  for  Scatterville.  Marched  7 miles,  and  heard  that 
the  enemy  were  in  camp  5 miles  west  of  us  the  day  before ; took  a guide 
and  started  across  the  ridge;  found  the  camp  vacant.  The  tracks  in 
the  road  indicated  that  considerable  force  had  moved  toward  the  bluffs 
that  morning ; followed  them  3 miles,  and  met  the  enemy  returning. 
Captain  [Henry]  Harnden,  with  his  company  (the  advance  guard), 
charged  upon  them,  capturing  several  and  putting  the  rest  to  flight. 
Learned  from  the  prisoners  that  Colonel  Preston  had  moved  down  to- 
ward Pocahontas,  20  miles.  Camped  that  night  7 miles  from  the  bluffs. 

Next  morning  [29th],  at  2 o’clock,  marched  in  pursuit;  came  into  his 
camp  at  7 a.  m. ; learned  that  he  had  left  for  Jonesborough  the  after- 
noon previous.  Halted  one  hour  and  a half  for  breakfast  and  feed  for 
hor  ses ; then  marched  5 miles  to  Scatterville,  and  from  there  to  Chalk 
Bluff,  and  recrossed  the  river  with  some  difficulty,  the  water  rising 
rapidly. 

Next  day  [30th],  marched  to  West  Prairie,  camped,  and  from  there  to 
this  place,  April  1,  1863.  Captured  property,  12  horses  and  11  guns; 
prisoners,  11. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  H.  TORREY, 

Major,  Commanding  Detachment . 

Brigadier-General  McNeil. 


MARCH  28,  1863. — Guerrilla  attack  on  Steamer  Sam.  Gaty. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis , TJ.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis , Mo .,  April  3,  1863 — 8 p.  m. 

A band  of  guerrillas  took  steamer  Sam.  Gaty,  and  murdered  several 
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soldiers  and  0 contrabands.*  General  Loan  telegraphs  that  Colonel 
King,  in  pursuit,  had  two  fights  yesterday  with  guerrillas,  totally  rout- 
ing them,  mortally  wounding  their  chief. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS,  Major-General. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief. 


MARCH  29-APRIL  5,  1863.— Scouts  from  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Report  of  Lieut.  James  Roscman,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 

Post  Fayetteville , Ark.,  April  5, 1863. 

Colonel  : I am  instructed  by  the  colonel  commanding  post  to  say 
that  your  dispatch  was  received  late  last  evening.  Six  of  our  wagons 
leave  to-morrow  for  Cassville,  to  bring  back  the  revolvers,  cartridges, 
&c.,  sent  down  by  Major  Corning  to  that  post.  Eight  more  wagons, 
escorted  by  the  batterymen,  go  direct  to  Springfield,  there  to  obtain  in 
part  the  supplies  so  much  needed  at  this  post. 

Our  scouts  have  all  been  called  in,  and  all  are  now  in  but  one.  They 
have  been  remarkably  successful  the  past  week.  Captain  [John  T.] 
Worthington  and  Lieutenant  [Joseph  S.]  Robb,  of  the  First  Arkansas 
Cavalry,  returned  on  Friday  evening  from  a week’s  trip,  in  which  they 
were  so  fortunate  as  to  leave  22  dead,  rebels  in  their  track.  They  en- 
tirely cleared  out  MacFarlane’s  band,  and  he  is  reported  killed.  The  loss 
on  our  side  was  1 man  wounded. 

Captain  [James  R.]  Vanderpool,  of  the  infantry,  returned  yesterday 
from  a scout  to  Kewton  and  Carroll  Counties.  He  had  several  fights 
with  rebel  bands,  and  succeeded  in  killing  19  in  all,  with  the  loss  of  1 
wounded.  One  scout  is  still  out,  but  will  be  in  in  a few  days.  Posi- 
tions have  been  selected  for  fortifications,  and  the  work  will  be  com- 
menced without  delay. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  ROSEMAK,  Lieutenant  and  Post  Adjutant . 


MARCH  31,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Clapper’s  Saw-Mill,  Crooked  Creek,  Ark. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  William  Weer,  Tenth  Kansas  Infantry,  commanding  First  Division, 
Army  of  the  Frontier. 

No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  Richard  H.  White,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

Ko.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  William  Weer,  Tenth  Kansas  Infantry , commanding  First 
Division , Army  of  the  Frontier. 

Headquarters  First  Division, 
r Carrollton , Ark.,  April  1,  1863. 

As  per  my  last  telegraph,  I sent  yesterday,  at  3 p.  in.,  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel White,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  with  a detachment  of  his  regiment, 


See  also  Loan  to  Curtis,  March  29,  in  “ Correspondence,  etc.,”  Part  II,  p.  183, 
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with  minute  instructions  as  to  route  and  mode  of  attack  against  the  enemy 
on  Crooked  Creek.  He  just  reports  to  me  that  he  surprised  their  camp, 
400  strong, under  a Colonel  Woodson,  about  10  o’clock  last  night;  cap- 
tured their  picket,  fired  into  their  camp,  taking  them  by  complete  sur- 
prise; some  of  the  enemy  wounded,  but  loss  not  known,  owing  to  the 
darkness.  Captured  arms,  wagons,  mules,  camp  and  garrison  equipage, 
&c.,  and  our  loss  none.  Enemy  fled,  and  Colonel  White  yet  in  pursuit, 
in  a southeasterly  direction.  Captured  muster-rolls  and  correspond- 
ence. They  are  part  of  the  Confederate  Army,  and  under  a Colonel 
[W.  H.]  Brooks,  commanding  Second  Division,  headquarters  at  Clarks- 
ville, Ark.  A letter  from  him  states  that  he  had  sent  a force,  under  a 
Colonel  [J.  F.|  Hill,  from  Clarksville  into  this  country,  who  was  no 
doubt  with  the  force  on  Crooked  Creek.  The  correspondence  discloses 
great  exertions  to  obtain  recruits,  promising  that  all  deserters  will  be 
pardoned  if  they  return.  Forage  is  as  yet  abundant,  and  if  a force  was 
sent  to  take  care  of  Marmaduke,  I could  feel  my  way  still  farther  south. 
The  troops  at  Fayetteville  should  be  sent  into  this  country. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WEEK, 

Colonel , Commanding  Division. 

Major-General  Schofield. 

(Forwarded,  April  3,  by  Lieut.  Luke  O’Keilly,  to  Major-General  Herron.) 


Yo.  2. 

Deport  of  Lieut.  Col.  Richard  H.  White,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry . 

Headquarters  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry, 

Camp  at  Clapper’s  Saw-Mill,  on  Crooked  Creek, 

Carroll  County,  Arkansas,  March  31,  1863. 

Colonel  : Pursuant  to  orders,  I started  this  afternoon,  at  3 o’clock, 
from  camp  near  Carrollton,  taking  a southeasterly  road,  toward  Crooked 
Creek.  On  the  road  I learned  that  the  camp  of  the  enemy  was  at  the 
steam-mill,  where  I am  now  in  bivouac.  On  the  road  several  men,  run- 
ning from  the  houses  at  the  approach  of  the  advance  guard,  were  chased 
and  fired  at,  but  only  one  taken  with  arms.  Beaching  a point  about 
three-fourths  of  a mile  from  the  creek,  I received  information  that  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  creek  a picket  of  the  enemy  was  stationed.  Send- 
ing Captain  Horn,  with  the  advance  guard,  by  a left-hand  road  (crossing 
the  creek  more  below)j  into  the  rear  of  the  same,  I moved  on,  and,  as 
expected,  the  picket  retreated,  and  was  taken  by  the  party  in  ambush 
without  a shot  being  fired.  One  of  the  So-captured  men  jumped  from 
his  horse  and  could  not  be  found  in  the  thicket.  I therefore  concluded 
to  march  right  up  on  the  enemy’s  camp,  in  order  to  prevent  their  being 
warned. 

At  10  p.  m.  I reached  the  house  of  Mr.  Clapper,  where  the  officers  of 
the  command  were  assembled  in  council  of  war,  as  I afterward  learned. 
A pistol  fight  took  jflace,  which  probably  alarmed  the  camp  earlier  than 
intended.  I therefore  moved  on  toward  the  camp,  which  was  only  a 
quarter  of  a mile  farther  in  the  timber,  and  in  plain  sight,  a large  field 
in  front  of  it  giving  an  opportunity  for  bringing  howitzers  into  action. 
I ordered  the  same  to  the  front,  drawing  the  cavalry  up  in  line  on  the 
right  and  left  and  rear  of  the  same,  and  threw  a few  shells  into  the 
enemy’s  encampments. 

The  complete  stampede  thereby  caused  being  immediately  followed 
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by  a spirited  cavalry  charge,  the  darkness  of  the  night  in  the  timber 
can  only  explain  the  fact  that  all  but  one  (wounded)  made  good  their 
escape.  A great  many  arms,  some  wagons,  mules,  and  cattle,  cooking 
utensils,  &c.,  were  left  on  the  ground.  The  pursuit  was  continued  for 
about  2 miles,  when  I returned  to  the  camp. 

The  force  routed  is  reported  to  have  numbered  400,  under  command 
of  Colonel  Woodson,  of  the  Confederate  Army.  To-morrow  I intend 
to  follow  them  up  to  Bluff  Spring,  about  12  miles  farther  southeast.  I 
found  a sufficient  forage  for  my  command  at  this  place,  but  am  unable 
to  report  any  particulars  about  forage  in  the  country. 

I have  the  honor,  colonel,  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

BICHARD  H.  WHITE, 

LieutenavuUColonel , Commanding  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry , 
Col.  Charles  E.  Salomon,  Commanding  Brigade. 


APRIL  1-5,  1863. — Scout  from  Linden  to  White  River,  Mo. 

Report  of  Maj.  Henry  Suess , Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 
Linden , Mo .,  April  5,  1863. 

Colonel  : 1 have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  a successful  scout  made 
by  Capt.  M.  U.  Foster,  of  Company  G,  with  41  men,  south.  I ordered 
him,  April  1,  on  a reconnaissance  south  as  far  as  Talbot’s  Ferry,  or 
as  far  south  as  he  should  find  it  safe  to  go.  Captain  Foster,  returned 
this  evening,  reports : Passed  Lawrence’s  Mill  to  head  of  Little  Fork, 
passing  down  that  stream  to  White  River,  where  he  crossed  and  fell  in 
with  3 armed  guerrillas,  who  were  killed  on  the  spot.  Then,  recross- 
iug  the  river,  he  traveled  southeast  some  25  miles.  Near  the  mouth  of 
Sister  Creek,  he  happened  to  fall  upon  a Capt.  John  McClure,  a noted 
guerrilla,  who  was  killed  in  the  attempt  to  run  away.  Then  visiting  the 
saltpeter  works,  2 others,  that  had  been  stealing  and  robbing  on  a 
large  scale  from  Union  people,  were  served  like  the  rest,  they  attempt- 
ing  to  escape.  Reports  about  200  of  Shaver’s  men  at  Yellville ; Shaver 
at  Little  Rock.  These  men  are  not  stationary,  but  act  as  rangers.  The 
conscript  law  is  being  enforced  there,  but  with  no  success.  It  is 
rumored  there  that  Marmaduke  is  preparing  for  another  raid  in  this 
direction. 

Van  Zandt,  former  clerk  of  Taney  County  court,  and  a noted  rebel, 
was  killed  by  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  a few  days  ago.  Another 
scout  of  Captain  [Elias]  Slocum,  Company  H,  returned  just  now,  hav- 
ing been  about  45  miles  east-southeast,  passing  Haywood  and  Cowskin 
without  making  any  discoveries.  He  reports  forage  so  scarce  in  that 
region  that  I shall  remain  here,  hoping  that  this  command  may  go  to 
the  land  of  plenty  some  time.  We  are  on  short  rations  of  corn.  The 
health  of  my  command  is  excellent. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  SUESS, 

Major  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Col.  William  F.  Cloud, 

Commanding  District  of  Southwest  Missouri. 

P.  S. — Will  you  permit  me  to  send  about  two  companies  to  Yell- 
ville'? In  surprising  that  i>lace  at  daybreak,  we  might  gain  an  easy 
victory  there. 
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APRIL  — , 1863. — Skirmishes  in  Carroll  County,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison , commanding  Fayetteville , Ark. 

[April  3,  1863.J 

Capt.  J.  I.  Worthington  is  just  in  from  scout  in  Oaf  roll  County;  has 
had  four  skirmishes  with  bushwhackers,  and  killed  22  and  taken  7 pris- 
oners. Captain  McFarlane  reported  killed,  and  Captain  Walker  is  a 
prisoner.  Guerrilla  Captain  Smith  was  'also  killed.  Scout  consisted 
of  Companies  H and  L,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry.  They  lost  1 man 
wounded,  but  not  dangerously. 

M.  LA  RUE  HARRISOK, 

Colonel , Commanding  Post. 

Major-General  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

(Sent  by  Curtis  to  Halleck,  same  date.) 


APRIL  11,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Squirrel  Creek  Crossing,  Colo. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  L.  Shoup , Third  Colorado  Cavalry. 

Squirrel  Creek  Crossing,  Colo., 

April  11,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  daylight  this  morning  I sur- 
prised and  captured  a small  camp  of  guerrillas.  The  loss  of  the  guer- 
rilla band  is  1 man  killed  and  2 taken  prisoners;  one  of  the  prisoners 
is  shot  through  the  leg.  They  (the  guerrillas)  were  in  camp  about  10 
miles  east  of  this  place.  I have  no  clew  to  the  whereabouts  of  other 
desperadoes. 

I left  Pueblo  the  day  after  the  detachment  that  you  ordered  to  Colo- 
rado City.  I went  direct  to  Colorado  City.  I there  learned  that  the  de- 
tachment had  taken  the  Cherry  Creek  road.  I left  Colorado  City  yester- 
day morning.  Procured  Mr.  Templeton  (about  12  m.)  as  guide.  Found 
the  detachment  at  Smith’s  saw-mill.  Left  there  at  4 p.  m.,  and  arrived 
here  about  dark.  Soon  after  dark,  I discovered  a camp-fire,  that  I sup- 
posed to  be  near  by.  I detailed  Sergeant  Rigsby  and  4 others  to  recoil - 
noiter  the  camp.  Sergeant  Rigsby  and  party  returned  about  12  o’clock 
at  night.  He  reported  the  camp  to  be  10  miles  distant.  He  saw  in 
camp  1 man  and  2 mules.  He  saw  other  camp-fires  beyond,  but  did  not 
visit  them. 

I took  Sergeant  Rigsby,  Corporal  Wood,  and  9 others,  and  rode  rapidly 
to  and  passed  the  camp  visited  in  the  forepart  of  the  night  by  Sergeant 
Rigsby.  Finding  a good  place  to  leave  my  horses,  I took  3 men  with 
me;  visited  the  other  fires,  but  found  them  to  be  burning  logs  that  had 
taken  fire  from  the  burning  prairie.  I then  returned  to  the  camp  visited 
by  Sergeant  Rigsby,  and  made  a reconnaissance  myself.  I could  tell 
nothing  of  their  number.  Their  position  was  a good  one,  among  large 
rocks,  in  a canon.  Day  was  breaking,  and  I decided  to  charge  their  camp 
from  below  and  above,  that  there  might  be  no  chance  for  them  to  escape. 

The  charge  was  made  with  the  result  above  stated.  I asked  then] 
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who  they  were,  and  demanded  them  three  different  times  to  surrender. 

I did  not  lire  on  them  until  one  of  them  raised  his  gun  on  Sergeant  Rigsby.  i 
William  Waggle  was  killed;  John  Rily  shot  through  the  leg;  William 
Way  is  a prisoner. 

You  will  be  generous  enough  to  overlook  this  soiled  letter,  the  only 
piece  of  j>aper  that  I could  procure.  I will  take  the  prisoners  to  Colo- 
rado City,  and  there  await  your  orders. 

I am,  colonel,  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  L.  SHOUT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  of  Volunteers,  j 

Col.  J.  M.  Chivington, 

Commanding  District  of  Colorado. 


APRIL  17,  1863. — Skirmish  at  White  River,  Mo. 

Reports  of  Mag.  David  McKee , Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Cassville,  Mo.,  April  18, 1863. 

Sir  : I sent  Captain  Humphrey  out  on  a scout  with  50  men  in  the 
White  River  country,  18  miles  from  here.  He  sent  a squad  of  20  men  to 
reconnoiter  near  Relleford’s  Mill;  they  were  attacked  by  a band  of  80 
or  100  rebels,  and  had  a running  fight  for  about  4 miles.  Eight  of  our 
men  are  missing ; 3 of  them  were  killed ; the  others’  horses  gave  out,  and 
I think  they  must  have  taken  to  the  bushes.  I sent  out  re-enforcement 
of  66  men  about  2 o’clock  this  morning.  Would  it  be  convenient  for  you 
to  send  me  a couple  of  companies  of  infantry  ? Our  horses  are  run  down, 
and  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  keep  up  the  telegraph  patrol  and  forage, 
besides  doing  guard  duty. 

DAVID  McKEE, 

Major  Seventh  Missouri  Volunteer  Cavalry , Commanding  Dost. 

Colonel  Cloud. 


Cassville,  Mo.,  April  18,  1863. 

Colonel  : My  scout,  under  command  of  Captain  Humphrey,  has  re- 
turned. He  reports  the  enemy  at,  or  near,  Moore’s  Mill,  on  White 
River,  200  strong,  and  he  has  reliable  information  that  the  enemy  is  in 
camp  at  Leashure,  WTood  Creek,  8 miles  south  of  Moore’s  Mill,  from 
400  to  600  strong.  They  have  been  concentrating  there  for  three  days 
past,  from  all  directions,  to  my  own  knowledge.  From  what  I can 
learn,  they  intend  making  an  attack  on  some  military  post.  We  lost  1 
man  killed  that  we  know  of,  and  9 missing  in  all.  We  killed  1 rebel 
that  they  know  of.  We  lost  9 horses.  Captain  Humphrey  saw  two 
companies  of  rebels,  from  80  to  100  in  each.  A deserter  came  in.  He 
reports  the  enemy  about  600  strong.  They  are  a part  of  Shelby’s  and 
Marmaduke’s  men.  It  is  a matter  of  impossibility  to  keep  tiie  wire 
up.  They  cut  it  almost  daily  in  front  and  rear  of  my  patrol. 

DAVID  McKEE, 

Major  Seventh  Missouri  Volunteer  Cavalry , Commanding  Dost. 

Colonel  Cloud, 
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APRIL  17-MAY  2,  1863. — Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into  Missouri. 

SUMMARY  OIR  THE  PRINCIPAL  EVENTS. 

April  20,  1863.  —Skirmish  at  Patterson,  Mo. 

22,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Fredericktown,  Mo. 

24,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Mill,  or  Middle,  Creek  Bridges,  Mo. 

26,  1863. — Action  at  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. 

Skirmish  near  Jackson,  Mo. 

27,  1863. — Skirmishes  at  Jackson  and  near  White  Water  Bridge,  Mo. 

29,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Castor  River,  Mo. 

30,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Bloomfield,  Mo. 

May  1-  2,  1863. — Skirmishes  at  Chalk  Bluff,  Saint  Francis  River,  Ark. 

REPORTS.* 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.- Samuel  R.  Curtis,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Missouri,  of  action  at  Cape  Girardeau  and  pursuit  of  Marmaduke,  'with 
Return  of  Casualties. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Davidson,  U.  S.  Army,  of  skirmishes  at  Patterson  and 
Mill  Creek. 

No.  3.— Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil,  U.  S.  Army,  of  action  at  Cape  Girardeau  and  pur- 
suit of  Marmaduke. 

No.  4. — Capt.  Charles  P.  Meisner,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  of  action  at  Cape 
Girardeau  and  pursuit  of  Marmaduke. 

No.  5. — Maj.  Joseph  W.  Caldwell,  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  Glover’s  brigade,  of  skirmish 
at  Chalk  Bluff. 

No.  6. — Col.  Edwin  Smart,  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  of  skirmish  at  Pat- 
terson. 

No.  7. — Col.  Oscar  H.  La  Grange,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  commanding  brigade,  of 
engagement  at  Chalk  Bluff,  Mo. 

No.  8. — Col.  R.  R.  Livingston,  First  Nebraska  Infantry,  of  the  pursuit  of  Marmaduke. 

No.  9. — Lieut.  Col.  William  Baumer,  First  Nebraska  Infantry,  of  action  at  Cape 
Girardeau  and  pursuit  of  Marmaduke. 

No.  10. — Lieut.  Col.  John  F.  Benjamin,  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  of 
action  at  Cape  Girardeau  and  pursuit  of  Marmaduke. 

No.  11. — Brig.  Gen.  William  Vandever,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division, 
Army  of  the  Frontier,  of  the  pursuit  of  Marmaduke. 

No.  12.— Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  Asboth,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Columbus,  Ivy.,  of 
co-operation  with  McNeil. 

No.  13. — Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  expedition. 

No.  14. — Col.  G.  W.  Thompson,  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry  (Confederate),  commanding 
Shelby’s  brigade. 

No.  15. — Capt.  John  M.  Muse,  First  Missouri  Infantry. 

No.  16.— Col.  John  Q.  Burbridge,  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry  (Confederate),  command- 
ing brigade. 

No.  17. — Lieut.  Col.  S.  G.  Kitchen,  Missouri  Cavalry  Battalion  (Confederate). 

No.  18.— Col.  George  W.  Carter,  Twenty-first  Texas  Cavalry,  commanding  brigade. 

No.  19.— Col.  Colton  Greene,  Third  Missouri  Cavalry  (Confederate),  commanding 
brigade. 

No.  20. — Asst.  Surg.  S.  S.  Harris,  Jeffers’  Missouri  regiment  (Confederate). 


* See  also  communications  from  Buford,  Curtis,  Davidson,  Herron,  Phelps,  and 
Tyler,  April  20-May  2,  in  “ Correspondence,  etc.,”  Part  II, 
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No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis , TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri , of  action  at  Cape  Girardeau  and  pursuit  of 
Marmadulce,  with  return  of  casualties. 

Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis , Mo.,  April  20,  1863 — 2.30  p.  m. 
Dispatch  received  from  General  [John]  McNeil,  dated  12  noon.  Two 
gunboats  had  just  arrived.  Our  troops  in  good  spirits.  General  [Will- 
iam] Yandever  left  Fredericktown  this  morning  with  strong  cavalry 
force  to  attack  rebels  in  rear.  Fifty  miles  to  go,  but  will  travel  day 
and  night.  The  firing  heard  at  telegraph  station,  Jonesborough,  has 
just  ceased. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major - General. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo., 

April  26,  1863 — 7.20  p.  m. 

General  McNeil  telegraphs,  2 p.  m.,  from  Cape  Girardeau  that  the 
enemy  had  ceased  firing  and  seem  to  be  changing  position  to  renew  the 
attack.  Some  of  my  re-enforcements  had  arrived  safely  by  steamer. 
There  has  been  no  further  firing  heard  at  railroad  station.  Every  mo- 
ment admits  of  Yandever’s  nearer  approach  in  the  enemy’s  rear.  Our 
troops  are  behaving  well. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hadleck, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo., 

April  26,  1863 — 9 p.  m. 

Another  dispatch  from  Cape  Girardeau  to  General  Davidson,  just 
received,  asks  the  whereabouts  of  General  Yandever,  preparatory  to  a j 
sortie.  The  repulse  of  rebels  seems  complete,  as  there  is  no  new  attack.  | 
Our  long-range  guns  made  great  havoc  in  the  rebel  lines.  Our  loss  is  j 
only  20  killed  and  wounded.  The  enemy  may  take  advantage  of  the 
darkness  to  retreat  before  Yandever’s  cavalry  arrives.  So  far  we  claim 
a decided  victory. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo., 

April  26,  1863—11.12  p.  in. 

I sent  a small  re-enforcement  to  McNeil  last  night,  and  the  naval 
commander  at  Cairo  sent  two  gunboats,  which,  I suppose,  arrived  there 
in  the  night.  At  2 this  a.  m.  General  McNeil  received,  by  flag  of  truce, 
a demand  for  a surrender  within  half  an  hour,  signed,  “ By  order  of 
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General  Sterling  Price,”  which  was  declined.  It  has  been  said  Price 
was  coming  up,  but  I doubt  his  being  present.  11  a.  m.  firing  just  com- 

meDCed'  SAML.  E.  CUET1S, 

Major-General. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  27,  1863. 

General  Vandever  came  on  the  enemy’s  rear  near  Cape  Girardeau 
last  night,  attacked  and  routed  him,  taking  a large  number  of  prisoners, 
horses  arms,  &c.  The  enemy  retreated  toward  Bloomfield  in  great  dis- 
order pursued  by  our  victorious  and  combined  forces  of  Generals  Van- 
dever and  McNeil.  I have  telegraphed  General  Asboth  at  Columbus, 
asking  him  to  strike  a blow  through  New  Madrid  to  prevent  or  embar- 
rass their  escape.  „ . _ nTTBmrci 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo., 

April  28,  3863 — 9 p.  m. 

Generals  Vandever  and  McNeil  united  in  pursuit  of  rebels.  Yes- 
terday firing  was  heard  from  10  p.  m.  to  3 a.  in.  The  rebels  destroyed 
bridge  after  crossing  White  Water,  and  retreated  pell-mell  beyond. 
Bridge  was  being  repaired  for  further  pursuit.  They  move  west  from 
New  Madrid  to  intercept  retreat  going  farther.  No  further  particulars. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief. 

ADDENDA. 

Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces  operating  against  Marmaduke,  April  17-May  2, 


[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  of  casualties,  returns,  &c.] 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured  or 
missing. 

Command. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Aggregate. 

1 

1 

6 

2 

<3 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

i 

1 

2d  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  D 

2 

3 

10 

2 

17 

60 

Q/l  1VT  i oannri  Ctofn  1VT  ill  fin,  Cn.VfllrV  

12 

2 

5 

2 

39 

Oil  JiLloSOlIIl  Otdlc  llLlllUai  vav auj  • 

2 

7 

1 

10 

1st  Wisconsin  Cavalry 

5 

1 

8 

8 

22 

TYtal  

1 

22 

7 

37 

2 

51 

120 

* Lieut.  Joseph  Eaton  killed  at  Chalk  Bluff,  May  2. 
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No.  2. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Davidson , TJ.  S.  Army , 0/  skirmishes  at 
Patterson  and  Mill  Creelc. 

Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis , Mo.,  April  21,  1863. 

Major:  I have  to  report  that  the  enemy  (whose  strength  is  variously 
estimated  from  2,000  to  4,000,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  under 
Marmaduke)  drove  Smart’s  regiment  out  of  Patterson  yesterday,  one  j 
of  my  outposts,  and  that  Smart  has  fallen  back  upon  Pilot  Knob.  His 
loss  is  said  to  be  200  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.* 

I suspend  further  report  and  opinion  until  all  the  details  reach  me. 
Appended  are  copies  of  my  orders  to  Smart,  preparing  him  for  such 
possible  contingency. 

The  remaining  movable  troops  of  the  district  are  being  rapidly  put  i 
in  position  at  the  Knob,  and  Glover,  with  two  regiments  of  cavalry  and 
four  pieces,  has  been  ordered  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  Marma-  , 
duke,  as  Smart  has  lost  hold  of  him. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 

Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosares.] 

Saint  Louis  District,  April  11, 18G3. 
Colonel  Smart,  Patterson , Mo. : 

Put  pickets,  of  at  least  one  company  each,  at  Greenwood  Valley  and 
Peeves7  Station,  watching  the  crossings  of  the  Black  Biver  between 
these  points.  Let  them  be  in  daily  communication  with  you.  Be  vigi- 
lant where  you  are.  Send  good  spies  to  Pitman’s  Ferry  and  Doniphan. 

DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Saint  Louis  District,  April  16,  1863. 
Colonel  Smart,  Patterson , Mo. : 

Keep  your  patrols  well  to  the  front,  as  ordered,  examining  well  the 
line  of  the  Black  Eiver,  from  Greenwood  Valley  to  Peeves7  Station.  If 
the  enemy  come  up  in  force,  fall  back  to  Pilot  Knob.  Report  all  occur- 
rences at  once  by  telegraph.  Matthews  has  been  ordered  to  join  you 
from  Jackson.  Organize  good  spies,  and  send  them  out  in  your  front. 

DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Saint  Louis  District,  April  16,  1863.  | 

Colonel  Smart,  Patterson,  Mo. : 

Collect  all  the  fire-arms  in  your  neighborhood,  except  those  in  the 
armories  of  the  Enrolled  Militia,  or  in  the  hands  of  thoroughly  loyal  ; 
men,  who  will  come  into  our  lines  on  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  Don’t 


* But  see  revised  statement,  p.  253. 
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keep  any  amount  of  ammunition  on  hand,  nor  subsistence  on  hand  at 
Patterson.  This  hint  is  given  you  that  you  may  feel  your  regiment  is 
part  of  a movable  force. 

DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier - General. 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

Saint  Louis , Mo .,  April  28,  1863. 

Colonel  : The  details  of  the  attack  of  the  rebels  on  Mill  Creek  Bridge 
on  the  night  of  the  24th  instant  have  just  been  received  by  me  from 
Colonel  [John  E.]  Tyler,  commanding  the  troops  on  the  Iron  Mountain 
Railroad.  The  attack  was  repulsed  by  Captain  [Isaac  D.]  Johnson, 
Twenty-fourth  Missouri  Volunteers,  and  Lieutenant  [August]  Hauf- 
bauer,  Pirst  Missouri  State  Militia,  with  a loss  on  our  side  of  1 non-com- 
missioned officer,  Corporal  Ochs,  First  Missouri  State  Militia,  killed, 
and  on  that  of  the  rebels  of  3 dead  on  the  ground  and  12  wounded.  The 
wounded  were  left  in  the  neighborhood.  I am  having  inquires  made 
whether  these  men  were  part  of  Marmaduke’s  forces  or  military  insur- 
gents, in  order  to  take  the  proper  steps.  At  one  time  Mill. Creek  Bridge 
was  set  on  fire,  but  was  promptly  extinguished  by  our  men. 

Very  respectfully, 


J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 
Col.  N.  P.  Chipman,  Chief  of  Staff . 


No.  3. 


Reports,  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil,  V.  S.  Army , of  action  at  Cape  Girar- 
, deau  and  pursuit  of  Marmaduhe. 


Cape  Girardeau,  April  26, 1863—6  p.  m. 

General  : I am  attacked  by  8,000  men  under  Marmaduke.  I have 
repulsed  them  this  afternoon.  Expect  to  be  stormed  to-morrow.  Can 
you  send  me  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  a field  battery,  with  supply 
of  ammunition?  Answer. 

Respectfully, 


General  Asboth, 

Commanding  Columbus , Ky. 


JOHN  McNEIL, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


April  26,  1863. 

Two  steamers  with  re- enforcements  from  you  have  arrived.  I have 
already  put  them  in  the  field.  The  first  attack  of  the  enemy  has  been 
brilliantly  repulsed.  He  has  ceased  firing  all  arms,  and  now  appears  to 
be  changing  his  position  to  attack  our  right  flank.  He  will  be  well  cared 
for  in  that  direction.  I have  not  yet  used  the  gunboats,  but  am  holding 
them  in  readiness.  I think  you  may  give  yourself  no  concern  about 
Cape  Girardeau.  Do  me  the  favor  to  keep  my  family  advised  with  the 
progress  of  events. 

JOHN  McNEIL, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Cape  Girardeau. 

Major-General  Curtis. 
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Headquarters  McNeil’s  Brigade, 

April  28,  1863 — 10.45  p.  m. 

General  : The  enemy  are  building  rafts  at  the  river,  and  will  proba- 
bly cross  to-night  or  toward  morning,  unless  we  shell  them  from  the  ford. 
This  can  only  be  done  from  a good  defensible  position,  by  guns  of  larger 
range  than  any  now  at  the  front.  Can  your  rifled  guns  be  forced  up® 
Horses  may  be  taken  from  the  ranks,  caissons  lightened,  and  drivers 
urged  to  work  up  their  guns  and  caissons. 

With  the  artillery  soon  up,  they  are  bagged.  Please  send  to  the  rear 
to  hurry  up  ammunition  for  Wei  fley’s  battery  ; it  started  from  the  Cape 
this  morning. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McNEIL, 
Brigadier-  Genera  l. 

General  Vandever. 


Headquarters  McNeil’s  Brigade, 

April  28,  1863 — 2.30  p.  m. 

General  : I have  now  halted  the  head  of  the  column,  in  order  to 
close  up.  Am  taking  fresh  horses  from  the  ranks,  in  order  to  keep  Wel- 
fley’s  battery  moving.  The  main  army  of  the  enemy  in  front,  with  eight  1 
pieces  of  artillery.  They  are  inquiring  for  a road  across  the  swamps. 
If  I am  fortunate  in  getting  up  my  support,  especially  the  light  guns 
from  your  command,  I shall  cut  them  out  of  the  center,  and  capture  their 
artillery.  The  inclosed*  was  found  torn  up  in  a house  this  morning. 
We  are  entirely  out  of  subsistence;  please  send  us  rapidly  forward  a 
share  of  the  rations  you  received  this  morning.  We  are  losing  time 
waiting  for  support  to  our  artillery. 

JOHN  McNEIL. 

General  Vandever. 


Headquarters  McNeil’s  Brigade, 

April  28, 1863 — 12  p.  m. 

General  : Both  columns  of  the  enemy  met  at  and  encamped  at  this  i 
place  last  night  (4  miles  from  White  Water),  and  are  now  moving  in  our 
advance,  in  the  direction  of  Bloomfield.  Marmaduke  is  in  command. 
They  have  destroyed  the  bridge  over  Crooked  Creek  between  this  point 
and  Williams’  Perry,  so  as  to  impede  your  advance.  I will  move  forward 
and  engage  them  as  soon  as  1 can  reach  them.  We  cannot  be  more  than 
five  hours  behind  their  rear  guard.  If  you  can  hurry  up  some  of  your 
artillery,  well  supported,  I shall  have  no  doubt  but  the  pursuit  will  be 
successful ; but  I must  be  strong  enough  to  protect  my  flanks.  Please 
answer  by  return  of  courier. 

JOHN  McNEIL, 

[Brigadier- General.] 

General  Vandever. 

Fourteen  Miles  from  Bloomfield, 

J lay  1,  1863—6  a.  m.  jj 

General  : We  are  driving  the  enemy  in  front,  and  have  peppered 
them  from  the  howitzer  battery.  La  Grange  has  discovered  a small 


Not  found. 
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party,  say  from  500  to  800,  on  the  railroad  cut,  4 miles  in  the  rear  and 
east  of  this  road.  This  I suppose  to  be  the  party  that  went  east  from 
Bloomfield,  or  some  other  that  has  ventured  down  the  prairie  road.  A 
regiment  can  take  care  of  them. 

I shall  keep  ahead,  being  sure  that  I am  within  8 or  10  miles  of  the 
main  force  of  our  enemy.  Hurry  up,  for  victory  is  sure. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

McNEIL, 
Brigadier-  General. 

General  Vandever. 


Headquarters  Sub-District  of  Cape  Girardeau, 

May  10,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  to  this  post,  and  to 
Acknowledge  receipt  of  your  order  to  occupy  it  until  further  orders. 

Capt.  Anton  Gerster,  Topographical  Engineers,  is  here  inspecting  the 
forts.  I ha^e  already  detailed  an  officer  with  a working  party  for  his 
assistance. 

The  post  ordnance  officer  has  made  a report  of  small-arm  ammunition, 
and  the  ordnance  sergeant  of  the  regular  service  is  directed  to  do  the 
same.  Eequisitions  for  ammunition  for  the  forts  go  forward  by  this 
mail. 

I shall,  as  soon  as  I get  matters  arranged , forward  my  report  of  pro- 
ceeding up  to  the  time  I reported  to  and  wTas  directed  by  orders  of  Gen- 
eral Yandever.  I am  only  waiting  for  reports  of  the  officers  of  the  dif- 
ferent commands. 

We  took  no  transportation,  guns,  or  stores  from  the  enemy,  and  but 
few  prisoners.  The  officers  and  men  displayed  on  every  occasion  the 
most  soldierly  spirit,  marching  until  both  horse  and  man  had  to  succumb 
to  fatigue  and  want  of  rest  and  food.  But  our  fatal  error  was  in  allow- 
ing the  enemy  to  cross  the  Castor. 

Please  excuse  the  haste  with  which  this  letter  is  written. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McNEIL. 


Brigadier- General  Davidson, 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Louis. 


Headquarters  Southwest  District, 

Cape  Girardeau , Mo.,  May  12, 1863. 

General:  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  you  my  report 
of  the  pursuit  of  General  Marmaduke’s  forces  from  Cape  Girardeau  to 
Chalk  Bluff,  and  also  accompany  it  with  the  several  reports  of  the  bri 
gade  and  regimental  commanders. 

On  Monday,  April  27,  at  2 p.  m.,  notwithstanding  my  men  were  worn 
out  by  their  recent  severe  marches,  and  two  days  and  nights  of  con- 
stant duty  in  preparing  for  the  enemy,  and  finally  defeating  him  on 
Sunday,  I started  in  pursuit. 

My  force  was  composed  of  the  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Colonel  [O. 
H.]  La  Grange;  Second  Missouri  State  Militia,  Lieutenant-Colonel  [John 
F.l  Benjamin;  Welfley’s  battery,  Lieutenant  [Lawrence]  Jacoby,  and 
two  detachments  of  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  under  Colonel  [William 
H;]  McLane  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee.  The  Enrolled  Missouri  Mil- 
itia, however,  were  sent  in  the  direction  of  Perry  County,  with  instruc- 
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tions  to  move  through  the  country,  and,  in  case  of  iny  engagiug  at  'White 
Water,  to  pick  up  straggling  detachments. 

I left  as  garrison  in  the  Cape  the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  the 
Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry,  and  the  First  Nebraska  Infantry/  My 
men  were  in  fine  spirits,  although  but  one  day’s  rations  and  no  equipage 
encumbered  their  movements  or  added  to  their  comforts. 

That  afternoon  we  made  10  miles,  reaching  White  Water.  I had  ex- 
pected that  General  Vandever,  by  a forced  march  from  Jackson,  would 
have  cut  the  enemy  out  from  the  bridge  and  placed  him  between  our 
two  columns,  forcing  him  to  general  action,  when  our  great  superiority 
in  artillery  and  better  quality  of  troops  must  have  given  us  a decided 
victory.  1 found  the  White  Water  Bridge  had  been  thoroughly  de- 
stroyed by  the  fleeing  foe,  just  two  hours  in  advance  of  me.  Learning 
that  General  Yandever  was  encamped  about  4 miles  to  the  north  of  the  I 
bridge,  and  higher  up  the  river,  I there  reported  to  him,  and  learned 
from  him  that  the  jaded  condition  of  his  horses  had  prevented  his 
farther  pursuit  that  day. 

By  10  o’clock  next  morning,  owing  to  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  . 
the  First  Wisconsin,  Colonel  [O.  H.]  La  Grange  and  Major  [William  H.] 
Torrey,  the  bridge  was  rebuilt,  and  General  Yandever  having  assigned 
to  me  the  advance,  I hurried  on  and  encamped  after  dark  about  3 miles 
from  the  Castor  River,  having  marched,  over  very  bad  roads,  32  miles,  j 

At  this  point  Lieut.  F.  R.  Poole,  my  acting  assistant  adjutant-general, 
who  was  urging  the  advance,  made  a dashing  charge  upon  a part  of  the 
enemy’s  rear  with  only  G men,  killing  2 of  the  Texans  and  capturing 
Lieutenant  [William]  Bast,  of  Thompson’s  regiment.  I learned  from  a 
farmer  near,  whom  1 know  to  be  loyal,  that  the  main  body  of  the  enemy 
was  at  the  Castor,  and  he  supposed,  from  the  recent  rain,  they  would  be 
unable  to  cross.  Colonel  [John  M.]  Glover,  with  the  Third  Missouri 
Cavalry  and  Welfley’s  battery,  was  pushed  on  to  within  1J  miles  of  the 
river  crossing,  and  I made  every  arrangement  for  an  attack  by  early  , 
dawn,  but  received  orders  from  the  rear  to  halt  until  they  had  come  up. 

I sent  Colonel  La  Grange,  with  the  First  Wisconsin,  to  feel  his  way,  and 
learned  that  the  river  was  fordable  and  the  enemy  had  been  crossing 
all  night,  drowning  several  of  their  men,  and  were  posted  in  the  woods 
on  the  opposite  bank  and  prepared  to  dispute  our  crossing.  Captain 
[Perry  I).]  McClanahan’s  section  of  the  Second  Missouri  State  Militia 
advanced,  afterward  strengthened  by  Cole’s  section  of  long-range  guns,  i 
under  Lieutenant  [Joseph  B.]  Atwater,  and  Colonel  La  Grange,  First  ! 
Wisconsin  Cavalry,  who  soon  drove  the  enemy  from  their  position,  the 
First  Wisconsin  doing  excellent  service  as  sharpshooters.  I then  fell 
back,  and  in  the  afternoon  crossed  the  river,  as  per  order  received  April  j 
29,  a copy  of  which  is  transmitted.  The  river  in  the  mean  time  having  \ 
risen,  I am  indebted  to  the  exertions  of  Captain  [William]  Dawson  and 
his  company,  Second  Missouri  State  Militia,  for  being  enabled  to  cross 
my  artillery  and  ammunition  with  the  necessary  dispatch. 

I pushed  on  toward  Bloomfield,  as  far  as  obedience  to  the  order  would 
allow,  when  Colonel  La  Grange,  who  was  leading  an  advance  party, 
commenced  skirmishing  with  the  enemy’s  rear,  driving  them  to  within 
three-fourths  of  a mile  of  Bloomfield,  where  the  enemy  had  taken  posi- 
tion in  some  force.  I at  once  hurried  up  to  the  support  of  La  Grange, 
and  posted  the  artillery  on  Walker’s  hill,  within  1,000  yards  of  the 
enemy;  recalled  the  skirmishers  and  opened  fire.  By  dark  the  enemy 
was  silenced,  and  I was  in  hopes  the  report  of  their  being  in  strong 
position  at  Bloomfield  and  determined  to  make  a stand  would  prove, 
correct. 
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The  men  lay  down  that  night  in  line  of  battle,  and  at  4 a.  m.  the  First 
Wisconsin  advanced  and  engaged  the  enemy,  whose  rear  occupied  the 
position  of  the  night  before.  Opened  on  them  with  artillery  at  5 a.  m., 
and  also  on  the  town,  forcing  the  enemy  to  a precipitate  retreat,  my 
advance  entering  the  town  at  10  a.  m.  from  the  north  as  they  retired 
by  the  south,  on  Chalk  Bluff  road.  My  whole  column  was  in  full  occu- 
pancy of  the  town  before  11  o’clock.  Here  I was  compelled  to  wait 
further  orders. 

In  the  afternoon  there  was  assigned  to  me,  by  Brigadier-General  Van  - 
dever,  two  brigades : The  First  Brigade — Third  Missouri  Cavalry,  Third 
Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  Thirteenth  Illinois, 
Stange’s  section,  Hauck’s  battery,  Lindsay’s  section  of  Enrolled  Mis- 
souri Militia,  and  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  Col.  J.  M.  Glover  command- 
ing. The  Second  Brigade — First  Nebraska  Infantry,  Second  Missouri 
State  Militia  Cavalry,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  and  Welfley’s  battery, 
Colonel  La  Grange  commanding. 

I found  the  enemy  had  sent  fatigue  parties  in  advance,  to  construct  a 
floating  bridge  with  which  to  expedite  their  crossing  the  Saint  Francis. 
The  delays  which  had  occurred  satisfied  me  that  it  would  be  nearly 
impossible  to  bring  the  rebels  to  an  engagement,  the  nature  of  the 
country  between  Bloomfield  and  Chalk  Bluff  being  such  that  a strong 
rear  guard  could  retard  a heavy  column  with  ease  and  almost  impunity. 
Hoping  that  I could  make  the  river  in  time  to  injure  them,  however, 
I notified  the  various  corps  of  the  change  in  order  of  assignment,  with 
orders  to  march  at  7 p.  m.,  the  Second  Brigade,  under  Colonel  La 
Grange,  in  the  advance.  We  marched  all  night  and  came  up  with  the 
enemy ; attacked  them  at  5 a.  m.  on  May  1 ; engaged  them  in  constant 
succession,  they  taking  position  after  position  for  20  miles.  Night  found 
me  in  position  2 miles  from  Chalk  Bluff*. 

Next  morning,  May  2, 1 advanced  the  artillery  on  the  bluff — north 
side  of  river — the  enemy  having  crossed ; bridge  being  destroyed,  and 
being  posted  on  Chalk  Bluff,  south  side  of  the  river,  advanced  skir- 
mishers to  find  their  position.  The  enemy  immediately  opened  with 
artillery  and  small-arms,  which  was  as  promptly  replied  to.  Our  artil 
lery  was  admirably  served,  and  our  fire  soon  became  terrific.  The  First 
Nebraska,  the  Thirty- seventh  Illinois,  part  of  the  First  Wisconsin,  and 
Second  Missouri  State  Militia  performed  admirably  as  skirmishers  and 
sharpshooters,  and  finally  drove  the  enemy,  with  heavy  loss  to  them, 
from  the  bluff,  when  I received  orders  to  fall  back. 

I deeply  regret  that  despite  the  excellent  quality  of  the  force  in  pur- 
suit, and  the  splendid  and  effective  artillery  placed  at  our  disposition, 
Marmaduke  was  allowed  to  make  a successful  retreat  into  Arkansas, 
saving  his  guns  and  baggage,  but  trust  that  an  examination  of  the 
reports  made  by  the  various  brigade  and  regimental  commanders  will 
exonerate  me  from  blame  in  the  premises. 

The  loss  I suffered  will  be  seen  from  the  report  of  Maj.  William  Mc- 
Clellan, surgeon  of  the  general  hospital  at  Cape  Girardeau,  also  inclosed. 
I must  make  honorable  mention  of  Colonel  Glover  and  the  Third  Mis- 
souri Cavalry,  who  on  all  occasions  conducted  themselves  as  gallant 
soldiers,  and  particularly  during  our  20-mile  engagement,  when,  with 
Lieutenant-Colonel  [Bobert]  Carrick  and  the  Third  Missouri,  they  made 
a dashing  charge  on  the  enemy  on  May  1,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
their  artillery,  which  would  have  been  a complete  success  had  the  First 
Iowa,  which  was  ordered  to  support  the  charge,  got  up  in  time.  Wel- 
fley’s battery,  Lieutenant  Jacoby,  and  Captain  McClanahan’s  section, 
Second  Missouri  State  Militia,  deserve  special  mention  for  good  con- 
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duct  and  execution  done  the  enemy.  The  First  Wisconsin,  always  | 
zealous  to  be  first  in  the  fight,  did  admirable  service  in  every  position  I 
in  which  it  was  placed.  The  First  Nebraska,  as  you  will  see  by  the  j 
brigade  report,  again  sustained  its  well-earned  reputation.  Captain  : 
[Charles  P.]  Meisner,  up  to  the  time  of  his  wound,  acting  as  chief  of 
artillery,  discharged  his  duties  fully  up  to  the  mark  as  a brave  and 
good  soldier. 

I would  also  mention  the  volunteer  members  of  my  staff,  who  were 
ready  at  all  times  to  discharge  any  and  every  duty  assigned  them,  Col. 
W.  E.  Strachan,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  Lieut.  F.  R.  Poole,  and  Lieu- 
tenant [Tolbert  C.]  Ankeny. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McNEIL, 

Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson, 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Louis. 


No.  4. 

Reports  of  Capt.  Charles  P.  Meisner , Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery , of 
action  at  Cape  Girardeau  and  pursuit  of  Marmadulce. 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  May  9,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the  report  of  the  artil- 
lery in  the  action  at  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  April  2G,  1863. 

On  my  arrival  from  Saint  Louis,  on  Saturday  night,  April  25, 1863,  I 
was  appointed  by  you  chief  of  artillery.  I entered  upon  duty  imme- 
diately, and  consulted  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baurner,  First  Nebraska  In- 
fantry, about  his  position  and  course  of  retreat,  if  needed.  The  position  of 
artillery  engaged  was:  FortB,  on  a hill  north  of  Jackson  road,  guarding 
same,  1,900  yards  from  where  the  Jackson  road  leads  in  to  the  woods, 
mounted  with  two  24-pounder  barbettes  and  one  24-pounder  siege  gun. 
On  a hill  north  of  Fort  B,  guarding  the  Perryville  road,  were  two  12- 
pounder  howitzers,  of  Welfley’s  battery,  stationed.  On  a hill  south- : 
west  of  Fort  B,  about  1,400  yards  distant,  was  Lieutenant  [Lawrence]  ij 
Jacoby,  of  Welfley’s  battery,  with  two  12-pounder  howitzers  and  two 
12-pounder  guns,  protected  by  detachment  of  First  Nebraska  Infantry, ■; 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baurner.  This  position  commands  the  Jack- 
son  and  Bloomfield  roads. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  at  11  a.  m.,  our  pickets  were  driven  in  by  the 
enemy  on  the  Jackson  road.  As  soon  as  the  advance  of  the  enemy  came 
out  of  the  woods,  I opened  fire  on  them  with  shell  from  Fort  B.  Lieu- 
tenant Jacoby,  with  his  four  pieces,  followed ; also  the  two  howitzers 
north  of  Fort  B ; but  these  two  being  out  of  range,  I stopped  their  firing. 
The  enemy  now  planted  four  pieces  of  rifled  3-inch  Parrott  guns  on  the 
Jackson  road,  and  opened  fire  on  Fort  B,  without  doing  any  harm.  I 
now  changed  from  shell  to  solid  shot,  and  soon  removed  them,  they 
moving  southwardly  toward  the  Bloomfield  road.  Now,  about  12.30 
p.  in.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baurner  changed  position  to  a hill  north  of  his 
first  position,  and  near  the  Jackson  road,  with  two  howitzers,  under 
Lieutenant  Jacoby,  the  two  12-pounder  guns  falling  back  onto  Fort  B. 
The  enemy  tried  several  times  to  flank  us  on  the  north,  but  as  soon  as 
they  showed  themselves  they  were  driven  back  by  the  guns  of  Fort  B and 
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tlie  two  howitzers  near  the  Perryville  road.  When  the  enemy  withdrew 
their  cannon  from  the  Jackson  road,  I heard  them  fire  from  the  southwest 
on  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baumer’s  position.  I anticipated  an  attack  on 
the  Bloomfield  road;  then  1 went  to  Fort  C,  to  be  ready  for  them  there; 
but  they  were  held  in  check  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baumer  and  the  two 
howitzers,  under  Lieutenant  Jacoby.  At  2.30  p.  m.  the  firing  ceased, 
the  enemy  withdrawing.  No  loss  to  report.  Beg  leave  to  mention 
Sergt.  George  Yoelker  and  Corporal  Gier,  Company  D,  Second  Missouri 
Artillery,  for  firing  their  pieces  with  excellent  precision. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  MEISNEB, 

Capt.  Company  2),  Second  Missouri  Artillery , Chief  of  Artillery. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil,  Commanding . 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  May  9,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  also  the  actions  of 
the  artillery  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  from  Bloomfield  to  Chalk 
Bluff. 

Left  Bloomfield  at  12  m.  on  the  night  of  the  30th  of  April.  About  5 
a.  m.  May  1,  our  advance  drove  in  the  enemy’s  pickets.  At  5.30  the 
enemy  had  taken  position,  with  two  G-pounders  and  two  3-inch  rifled 
Parrott  guns,  on  the  first  range  of  hills,  called  Crowley’s  Bidge.  Lieu- 
tenant [Lawrence]  Jacoby  soon  drove  them,  with  shells,  from  their  posi- 
tion. About  2 miles  farther  the  enemy  tried  to  make  a stand,  but  Lieu- 
tenant Jacoby  and  Lieutenant  [Joseph  B.]  Atwater,  of  Cole’s  battery, 
drove  them  off  with  a few  shots.  Then  I ordered  the  two  mountain 
howitzers,  under  Captain  [Perry  D.]  McClanahan,  to  follow  up  with  the 
advance.  They  fired  several  times  on  the  enemy,  when  they  broke  and 
ran.  About  noon  there  was  a charge  made  by  Colonel  [John  M.]  Glover, 
sustained  by  the  two  mountain  howitzers.  Then  a charge  of  the  bri- 
gade was  made.  At  4.30  p.  m.  the  enemy  made  a stand  again,  about 
1£  miles  beyond  Four  Mile,  and  opened  a heavy  fire  with  four  pieces  of 
artillery  and  infantry.  Captain  [George]  Hauck’s  battery  took  posi- 
tion. I was  wounded  in  the  foot  by  a grape-shot,  and  was  obliged  to 
fall  to  the  rear. 

No  loss  in  the  artillery  by  the  enemy’s  fire.  Private  Preuzuer,  Com- 
pany K,  Second  Missouri  Artillery,  Hauck’s  battery,  fell,  with  his  horse, 
and.  had  a leg  bruised. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  MEISNTEB, 

Capt.  Company  £>,  Second  Missouri  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil,  Commanding. 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Maj.  Joseph  W.  Caldwell,  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  Glover’s  brigade, 
of  sldrmish  at  Chalk  Bluff. 

Eolla,  Mo.,  May  15,  1863. 

Major:  My  attention  has  been  called  to  an  article  in  the  Missouri 
Democrat  of  the  — instant,  in  which  the  correspondent  does  great  in- 
justice to  General  Vandever  aud  to  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry. 
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It  is  true,  as  stated,  that  General  Vandever  gave  General  McNeil 
two  brigades.  The  first  consisted,  mainly,  of  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  ; 
500  men,  well  armed  and  mounted,  and  not  inferior  to  any  equal  num- 
her  of  men  in  the  service  in  skill  and  bravery,  and  the  Third  Missouri 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  about  400  men,  I think,  not  quite  so  well  armed  as 
the  First  Iowa,  but,  in  other  respects,  as  good  soldiers.  These  last  were 
commanded  by  Colonel  [John  M.]  Glover,  who,  being  the  senior  officer  1 
of  the  brigade,  was  placed  in  command  of  it.  There  were  some  other 
commands  in  the  brigade,  but  the  regiments  above  designated  were  the 
only  ones  engaged  during  the  fight  on  May  1 until  2 or  3 p.  m.,  with  the 
exception  of  the  artillery,  which  did  good  service.  The  First  Iowa  Cav-  j 
airy  was  placed  in  advance. 

On  the  evening  of  Thursday,  30th  of  April,  when  about  8 miles  south  I 
of  Bloomfield,  being  then  in  the  night,  we  were  halted,  and  remained  i 
until  2 a.  m.  Two  squadrons  of  the  First  Iowa,  under  the  command  of  i 
Lieutenants  [Thomas  H.]  Barnes  and  [David  C.]  McIntyre,  both  deserv- 
ing the  highest  praise  for  their  skill  and  bravery,  were  placed  in  the 
advance,  and  the  column  marched  on.  Between  3 and  4 a.  m.  the  ad- 
vance was  fired  on  by  the  rear  guard  of  Marmaduke.  I sent  word  back 
to  General  McNeil,  and  received  orders  to  halt  the  column  until  day-  i 
light. 

At  daylight  the  column  moved  on,  until  about  sunrise,  when  the  ad- 
vance received  the  fire  of  Marmaduke’s  artillery  and  small-arms.  The 
regiment  dismounted,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  drove  the  enemy 
before  them.  In  the  mean  time  the  battery  came  up  and  shelled  them, 
while  retreating. 

After  the  First  Iowa  had  proceeded  about  3 miles,  it  was  relieved  by 
the  Third  Missouri,  who  dismounted  and  drove  the  enemy  in  a similar  i 
manner,  for  about  the  same  distance,  during  which  the  First  Iowa  was 
rallied,  mounted,  and  led  under  full  speed  to  relieve  them  again.  Thus 
the  two  regiments  alternated  until  2 or  3 p.  m. 

On  two  or  three  occasions,  when  Colonel  Glover  was  present  with  the 
First  Iowa,  he  asserted  that  he  intended  to  charge  the  scoundrels  and 
take  their  artillery,  and  that  he  would  do  it  with  the  Third  Missouri, 
his  own  regiment,  as  they  had  good  sabers,  and  he  wanted  them  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  trying  them.  From  the  pertinacity  with  which  he 
insisted  that  his  regiment  should  make  the  charge,  when  it  was  no 
better  armed  than  the  First  Iowa  in  any  respect,  induced  the  belief  that  I 
he  desired  his  command  should  monopolize  the  glory  of  the  charge  and  | 
the  capture  of  the  battery,  and  this  belief  was  strengthened  when  L 
learned  that  the  charge  had  been  made  at  a time  when,  and  a place 
where,  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  the  First  Iowa  to  reach  the  conflict 
in  time  to  participate  as  supporters.  The  First  Iowa  had  been  deployed  i 
as  skirmishers,  wfith  a line  extending  a half  mile  on  either  side  of  the 
road,  with  their  horses  some  distance  in  the  rear,  and  the  enemy  retreat- 
ing  under  full  speed  to  a favorable  point  for  further  resistance,  entirely  | 
out  of  sight,  when  Colonel  Glover’s  command  charged  by  the  line  of  i 
skirmishers.  The  rally  was  at  once  sounded,  the  men  drawn  in  from 
both  sides  of  the  road  with  all  possible  speed,  mounted,  and  led  on  to  I 
the  scene  of  the  charge ; but  before  they  could  possibly  arrive  (and  they  | 
traveled  as  expeditiously  as  any  troops  could  have  done)  the  conflict  3 
wras  over,  and  the  rebels  again  retreating  at  full  speed. 

There  was  no  order  whatever  given,  save  there  was  a general  conver-  | 
sational  direction  to  push  forward,  and,  when  the  charge  should  be 
made,  to  be  ready  to  render  any  necessary  support ; but  at  the  time  the 
charge  was  made  there  was  nothing  from  Colonel  Glover  to  me  indicating 


Chap.  XXXIV.]  MARMADUKE’s  EXPEDITION  INTO  MISSOURI.  263 


that  he  intended  making  the  charge  at  that  particular  time.  He  had 
charged  by  us  in  the  same  manner  before. 

These  facts  are  well  known  by  Captain  Thompson,  who  was  aiding  me 
in  command  of  the  regiment,  Adjutant  Donnell,  and  other  officers  ot  the 


regiment. 

Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  set  this  matter  right  l 

TrUly’  y0UrS’  J.  W.  CALDWELL, 

Major , Commanding  Detachment  First  Iowa  Cavalry. 


Lucien  J.  Barnes, 

Major  and:  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ho.  0. 

Reports  of  Col.  Edwin  Smart , Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Caralry,  of 

skirmish  at  Patterson. 

Pilot  Knob,  April  21, 1863. 

General  : I could  not  communicate  with  you  yesterday  ; the  line 
was  cut  as  soon  as  the  engagement  began,  which  was  6 miles  from  my 
post.  I had  a scout  out  on  Black  Biver,  who  found  the  enemy  early 
yesterday  morning,  but  they  succeeded  in  cutting  them  oh  so  that  they 
could  not  communicate  with  me.  The  number  of  the  enemy  was  be- 
tween 1,500  and  3,000.  I think  they  had  six  pieces  of  artillery.  I could 
not  ascertain  who  commanded  the  enemy.  The  attack  began  about  12 
o’clock  on  Beeves’  Station  road,  with  a scout  1 had  sent  out  in  that 
direction.  I then  sent  Major  [Bichard  G.]  Woodson  on  to  re-enforce  with 
a battalion,  who  held  them  in  check,  and  skirmished  them  into  town. 
This  gave  me  time  to  load  my  train,  and  have  it  ready  to  move  if  I 
had  to  retreat.  Before  I left  tiie  town  I destroyed  what  stores  I could 
not  bring  away.  Nothing  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  fight 
continued  to  Big  Creek,  about  8 miles  this  side  cf  Patterson.  The  en- 
gagement was  severe  in  the  extreme.  After  fighting  hand  to  hand  at 
Big  Creek,  they  had  got  in  my  front  and  attempted  to  cut  off  my  retreat, 
but  I forced  my  way  and  formed  on  this  side  the  creek.  But  the  enemy 
did  not  renew.  My  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  the  action 
was  about  50.  I had  scouts  on  the  Yan  Buren,  Greenwood  Yalley,  and 
Bush  Creek  roads ; also  on  the  Beeves’  Station  road,  which  I heard  from. 
I will  send  you  an  official  report  as  soon  as  I can  learn  all  the  details. 
Major  [Henry  L.]  McConnel*  was  wounded  and  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  I think  his  wound  was  mortal.  My  regiment  fell  back  in 
good  order,  and  are  now  together,  except  the  scouts  above  mentioned. 
I had  about  400  men  in  the  engagement. 

EDWIN  SMABT, 

Colonel , Commanding  Post. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Pilot  Knob,  May  9,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  an  en- 
gagement near  Patterson,  Mo.,  on  the  20th  day  of  April,  1863,  between 


* Major  McContiel  resigned  J uly  3j  1803s 
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a portion  ot*  my  regiment  and  the  Confederate  forces,  under  .the  com- 
mand of  Marmaduke.  Having  information  from  my  spies  and  scouts 
that  a large  rebel  force  was  moving  into  Missouri  from  Batesville,  Ark., 

I kept  my  front  as  well  picketed  as  my  limited  force  would  permit, 
keeping  scouting  parties  on  Black  River,  at  or  near  all  the  available 
fords  on  that  stream,  which  was  some  20  miles  to  the  front  of  my  post. 

The  rebel  force  approached  in  three  columns  from  the  Doniphan,  Van  ! 
Buren,  and  Pitman’s  Ferry  roads,  commanded,  respectively,  by  Shelby, 
Greene,  and  Burbridge.  They  thus  succeeded  in  capturing  or  cutting  * 
off  my  scouting  parties,  and  preventing  their  communicating  with  me. 
Their  immediate  approach  was  not  known  until  within  G miles  of  Pat- 
terson, where  they  met  and  commenced  an  engagement  with  a scout-  [ 
ing  party,  20  in  number,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Hunter.  This 
party,  making  a strong  resistance  to  their  approach,  compelled  the  > 
enemy  to  commence  a brisk  cannonade. 

I immediately  ordered  Major  [Richard  G.]  Woodson  to  move  out  two 
companies  (B  and  G)  and  meet  the  enemy ; ascertain,  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, their  position  and  strength ; skirmish  them  into  town,  detaining 
them  as  much  as  he  could,  in  order  to  give  time  for  preparations  for 
defense,  and,  if  necessary,  to  fall  back.  Major  Woodson  held  his  posi- 
tion, some  2 miles  from  town,  until  he  discovered  the  enemy  were  about 
to  outflank  him,  when  he  commenced  falling  back. 

From  his  messenger  I was  able  to  learn  that  the  enemy  outnumbered 
my  force  at  least  seven  to  one,  with  five  pieces  of  artillery ; and  knowing 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  hold  my  position  against  such  superior 
numbers,  I determined  to  fall  back,  some  7 miles,  to  a point  on  the  Pilot 
Knob  road,  known  as  Stony  Battery,  on  Big  Creek.  All  the  wagons 
at  the  post  were  loaded  with  company  property,  quartermaster’s,  com- 
missary, and  hospital  stores,  and  the  remainder  that  could  not  be  brought 
away  was  burned.  I directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Morsey  to  move  on 
with  the  train  to  this  point,  and  prevent  the  rebels  obtaining  possession 
of  it  if  he  endeavored  to  cut  off*  my  retreat.  Major  McConnel  com- 
manded the  rear,  and  covered  the  retreat  with  Companies  E and  I,  com- 
manded, respectively,  by  Captain  [George  L.]  Hewing  and  Lieutenant 
[James  W.]  Bradley.  The  major  remained  until  the  rebels  came  into 
town,  when  he  moved  off,  followed  by  two  regiments  of  Texas  cavalry 
and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  who  soon  came  up,  when  the  engagement 
began.  . 

My  men  fought  nobly,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Hewing,  Lieu- 
tenants Bradley,  [Warren  C.]  Shattuck,  [Henry]  Sladek,  and  [James  A.] 
Blain,  contesting  their  advance  against  overwhelming  numbers.  Ar- 
riving in  the  battery,  I formed  a line  of  battle  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check 
until  the  rear  battalion,  which  had  already  suffered  severely,  could  pass 
to  the  front.  Soon  after,  hearing  that  Colonel  Morsey  was  engaged  in 
front  with  a force  endeavoring  to  prevent  his  crossing  the  bridge,  I 
pushed  forward  with  Major  Matthews’  battalion  -to  re-enforce;  but  the 
rebels,  some  300  or  400  in  number,  made  but  little  resistance  to  my  force, 
and  soon  gave  way  and  retired  over  the  hill  to  my  left.  I then  moved 
all  my  force  across  the  creek,  and  formed,  where  I remained  until  near 
dark.  The  enemy  did  not  again  appear,  but  soon  fell  back  to  Patter- 
son. All  my  command  behaved  well,  and  retired,  when  necessary,  in 
good  order. 

Nothing  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  except  the  contents  of  three 
or  four  wagons,  that  broke  down  and  were  abandoned  on  the  road.  \ 
The  rebel  force  numbered  3,000,  with  five  pieces  of  artillery.  My  force  ' 
was  about  400,  with  no  artillery. 
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The  rebel  loss  in  killed,  as  near  as  I can  ascertain,  was  28,  besides  a 
n mnber  of  wounded. 

1 inclose  herewith  a correct  list*  of  killed,  wounded,  and  captured  of 
iny  command. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  SMART, 

Colonel  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson, 

Commanding  Saint  Louis  District. 


No.  7. 

Report  of  Col.  Oscar  H.  La  Grange , First  Wisconsin  Cavalry , command- 
ing brigade , of  skirmish  at  Chalk  Bluffs  Mo. 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  May  9,  1863. 

General  : In  compliance  with  orders,  the  following  report  is  respect- 
fully submitted : 

At  4 p.  m.,  the  Second  Brigade  was  ordered  to  advance,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, engage  the  enemy  north  of  the  Saint  Francis.  After  marching  6 
miles,  Lieutenant  [Thomas]  Bateman,  Company  L,  First  Wisconsin  Cav- 
alry, charged  and  drove  the  enemy’s  pickets  within  3 miles  of  the  river,  and 
the  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  [Lieutenant]-Colonel  [John 
F.]  Benjamin,  dismounted  and  deployed  as  skirmishers,  driving  the  front 
line  of  the  enemy  rapidly  up  the  hill.  General  McNeil,  Captain  [Charles 
l\]  Meisner,  chief  of  artillery,  and  the  colonel  commanding  were  with 
our  line  of  skirmishers,  selecting  a position  for  our  artillery,  when  the 
enemy  opened  with  grape  and  canister  from  a masked  battery  planted 
within  150  yards.  Captain  Meisner  was  severely  wounded  in  the  foot; 
but,  owing  to  the  wretched  gunnery  of  the  enemy  and  the  peculiarities 
of  the  ground,  no  other  injury  was  sustained.  Lieutenant  Bateman  also 
received  two  heavy  volleys  of  musketry  at  very  short  range  without 
injury  to  a single  man.  At  this  time,  Adjutant  [Edward D.]  Town,  First 
Wisconsin  Cavalry,  displayed  coolness  worthy  of  a veteran.  Our  artil- 
lery, which  had  been  ordered  to  advance,  was  thrown  into  confusion, 
but  by  his  order  fell  back  to  a suitable  position,  and  was  well  supported 
by  the  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Henry  C.]  Caldwell. 
By  order  of  the  general  commanding,  the  recall  was  sounded  for  our 
skirmishers,  and  had  to  be  twice  repeated  before  it  was  reluctant \y 
obeyed.  The  cavalry  was  now  formed  for  the  support  of  the  artillery, 
and  welcomed  by  the  cheers  of  all  the  troops.  The  gallant  First  Ne- 
braska came  to  the  front.  Before  dark  their  advance  occupied  the 
ground  where  Captain  Meisner  was  wounded.  During  the  night  they 
discovered  the  enemy’s  picket  posts,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
2d,  in  connection  with  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  formed  the  advance  of 
the  movement  that  drove  the  remnant  of  the  enemy  across  the  Saint 
Francis,  and  even  away  from  the  shelter  of  its  right  bank.  When  it  is 
remembered  that  the  regiment  had  marched  90  miles  in  three  days,  we 
are  at  a loss  whether  to  admire  most  its  bravery  in  battle  or  its  power 
of  endurance. 

Welfley’s  battery,  which  was  admirably  handled  during  this,  engage- 
ment, as  usual,  made  terrible  havoc  among  the  rebels. 


See  revised  statement,  p.  253. 


266 


MO,,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 


By  order  of  the  general  commanding,  the  brigade  marched  for  Cape 
Girardeau  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  and,  notwithstanding  the  wretched 
state  of  the  roads,  arrived  in  good  condition  at  noon  on  the  7th. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  LA  GRANGE, 

Colonel  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry , Commanding  Brigade, 

General  John  McNeil, 

Commanding  U.  8,  Forces , Cape  Girardeau , Mo. 


No.  8. 

Report  of  Col.  It.  11.  Livingston , First  Nebraska  Infantry , of  the  pursuit 

of  Marmaduke . 

Saint  Louis,  April  30,  1863. 

Captain  : Having  been  instructed,  on  the  night  of  the  25tli  instant,  by 
order  (copy  of  which  I inclose,  marked  A),  to  take  charge  of  the  Thirty- 
seventh  Begiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  Captain  Brown’s  com- 
pany (G),  Twenty-third  Regiment  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  20 
men,  under  Lieutenant  Ewing,  Twenty-third  Iowa,  to  see  them  shipped 
without  delay  to  re-enforce  the  post  of  Cape  Girardeau,  then  return  to 
this  post  immediately  after  the  attack  had  ceased,  I have  the  honor  to 
report  as  follows: 

We  arrived  at  Cape  Girardeau  on  Sunday,  26th  instant,  at  2.50  p.  m., 
just  as  the  firing  on  both  sides  ceased  for  that  day.  I turned  over  my 
command  to  Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil,  commanding  forces  at  Girardeau, 
and  was  ordered  by  him  to  move  with  two  companies  of  the  Thirty-sev- 
enth Illinois  Infantry,  under  Captain  [Charles  W.]  Hawes,  to  report  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  [William]  Baumer,  at  Fort  B,  as  the  enemy  were 
attempting  to  flank  our  right.  Shortly  afterward  I received  an  order  to 
take  charge  of  my  own  regiment ; but,  finding  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Baumer,  of  the  First  Nebraska,  all  that  could  be  desired,  I,  in 
the  spirit  of  a soldier,  permitted  him  to  retaiu  the  command  he  had 
fought  so  gallantly  previous  to  my  arrival.  Fearing  a night  attack,  I 
went  with  General  McNeil,  and  arranged  a system  of  signals  with  two 
gunboats,  then  lying  in  the  Mississippi  River,  opposite  the  town,  by 
which  they  could  direct  their  fire  where  it  would  be  most  effective. 
General  McNeil,  at  my  suggestion,  also  sent  for  re-enforcements  to  Gen- 
eral Asboth,  commanding  at  Columbus,  Ky.,  whose  promptness  in  for- 
warding the  troops  is  deserving  of  all  praise. 

When  daylight  broke,  the  enemy  had  not  appeared  before  our  pick- 
ets, and  two  detachments  of  cavalry  were  sent  out  to  feel  them ; but  it 
was  not  before  11.30  a.  m.,  the  27th  instant,  that  the  retrograde  move- 
ment of  the  enemy  toward  Bloomfield  was  definitely  ascertained;  and 
at  2 p.  m.  two  regiments  of  cavalry  (First  Wisconsin  and  Second  Mis- 
souri), four  guns  of  Welfley’s  battery,  two  mountain  howitzers,  and  two 
companies  of  Colonel  McLane’s  Missouri  Militia  moved  out  in  pursuit, 
on  the  Bloomfield  road.  Arriving  near  Black  Creek,  the  advance  under 
Major  [William  H.]  Torrey,  First  Wisconsin,  drove  a small  force  of  the 
enemy  from  the  bridge,  which  they  had  commenced  to  destroy,  by  tear- 
ing up  plank  and  piling  dry  stakes  in  the  .bridge,  preparatory  to  firing 
it.  The  bridge  was  speedily  repaired,  and  we  pushed  on  to  the  junction 
of  the  Jackson  and  Bloomfield  roads*  where  we  met  the  advance  of  Gen* 
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oral  Vandever’s  column.  There  the  column  halted.  Myself  and  a small 
party  pushed  forward  to  the  bridge  across  White  Water,  about  1£  miles 
distant,  and  found  the  last  span  destroyed,  the  stringers  being  cut,  the 
plank  thrown  in  the  river,  and  the  up-stream  post  on  the  last  bent  cut 
in  such  a manner  as  to  render  it  useless.  To  my  great  surprise,  no  fur- 
ther progress  was  made  that  day,  our  forces  being  ordered  into  camp  at 
6 p.  m.,  with  a demoralized  and  flying  enemy  only  one  hour  ahead  of  us. 

I left  camp  the  next  morning  at  7.10  o’clock,  at  which  time  our  forces 
had  not  yet  pushed  forward;  and  feeling  convinced  that  so  tardy  a pur- 
suit would  certainly  be  a vain  one,  I returned  to  this  post  with  all  dis- 
patch, knowing  my  services  were  needed  here. 

I would  respectfully  state  that  the  enemy  were  confident  of  carrying 
and  holding  Cape  Girardeau;  that  their  battle  cry  was,  “ Hurrah  now 
for  McNeil ! 71  and  that,  in  their  conversations  with  the  peaceful  citizens, 
they  asked  if  Fayetteville  had  been  attacked,  stating  that  place  and 
the  Cape  were  to  be  struck  at  the  same  time,  and  that  on  Sunday,  3d  of 
May  next,  Price,  with  30,000  men,  would  attack  Jefferson  City,  after 
which  the  forces  at  the  Cape  and  that  place  were  to  make  a combined 
attack  on  Saint  Louis. 

I refrain  from  giving  you  the  particulars  of  the  battle  or  the  losses  on 
either  side,  as  competent  authority  will  soon  furnish  the  official  report. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  R.  LIVINGSTON, 

Col.  1st  Regt.  Nebraska  Vol.  Infty .,  Comdg.  Post , Saint  Louis , Mo. 

Capt.  H.  C.  Fillebrown, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

[Inclosure  A.] 

Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

No.  91.  ) Saint  Louis , Mo.,  April  25,  18fi3. 

**##### 

XVIII.  Col.  R.  R.  Livingston,  First  Nebraska  Infantry  Volunteers, 
will  proceed  to  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  He  will  take  command  of  all 
troops  going  down  to  that  point.  Upon  his  arrival,  he  will  turn  over 
the  troops  to  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Davidson : 

HENRY  C.  FILLEBROWN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  9. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  Baumer,  First  Nebraska  Lnfantry,  of  action 
at  Cape  Girardeau  and  pursuit  of  Marmaduke. 

Cape  Girardeau,  April  28, 1863. 
Sir-:  The  undersigned  respectfully  submits  to  you  the  special  de- 
scription of  the  [part  the]  party  under  his  command  performed  when 
attacked  by  the  enemy  on  Cape  Girardeau. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  of  April,  news  came  in  from  the  scouts  that 
the  enemy  was  approaching  this  place  with  a force  of  about  8,000  men. 
The  garrison  of  this  place  consisted  then  of  about  350  men  of  the  First 
Nebraska  Infantry,  two  field  pieces  of  Welfley’s  battery,  one  company 
ot' First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Captain  [George  O.]  Clinton,  and  Captain 
Meisner’s  artillery,  Battery  D,  Second  Missouri  Artillery* 
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My  idea  was  then  to  meet  the  enemy  outside  of  the  fortifications,  and, 
by  being  overpowered,  to  fall  back  to  Fort  B,  and  from  thence  to  Fort 
A,  which  place  could  be  held  against  any  force  of  the  enemy. 

The  position  selected  by  me  (Captain  [Thomas  J.]  Majors,  First  Ne- 
braska, and  Lieutenant  [Adolphus]  Stauber,  Welfley’s  battery)  was 
west  of  Cape  Girardeau,  about  three-quarters  of  a mile  from  Fort  B. 
The  small  number  of  the  defending  force  allowed  only  to  protect  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  town,  which  commands  all  other  places  in  and 
around  town.  The  troops  had  made  up  their  mind  to  defend  the  place 
to  the  last  man,  and  never  to  surrender  to  the  rebels. 

On  the  evening  of  the  24th,  General  McNeil  arrived  and  took  command 
of  the  place.  The  general  approved  of  my  plan  of  defense,  and  ordered, 
on  the  25th,  Welfleyrs  battery,  consisting  of  six  pieces,  and  part  of  the 
Thirty-second  Iowa  for  the  protection  of  the  north  and  west  side  of  the 
town.  The  position  north,  on  the  Perryville  road,  was  very  important, 
and  the  force  of  defense  was  two  companies  (F  and  G),  First  Nebraska, 
two  field  [pieces]  of  Welfley’s  battery,  and  three  companies  of  the  Thirty- 
second  Iowa,  all  under  the  charge  of  Captain  [Thomas  J.]  Weatherwax, 
First  Nebraska.  The  central  position  was  between  the  Bloomfield  and 
Jackson  roads,  on  a hill,  which  commands  all  approaches  from  the  west, 
on  which  was  placed  four  pieces  of  Welfleyrs  battery,  under  Lieutenant 
[Lawrence]  J acoby,  and  five  companies  of  the  First  Nebraska,  commanded 
by  Captain  Majors.  The  first  division  of  the  First  Nebraska  Infantry 
(Companies  B and  D)  were  placed  as  skirmishers  in  advance,  and,  after 
twenty-four  hours  on  duty,  they  were  relieved  by  Companies  I and  C, 
of  First  Nebraska.  Captain  [H.  H.]  Bibble,  Company  I,  was  on  the 
right  of  the  skirmish  line,  on  the  Jackson  road,  where  the  attack  of 
the  enemy  was  first  made  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  at  10  a.  m. 
The  rebels  were  stopped  by  the  fire  of  the  pickets,  who  had  orders  to 
fall  back  on  the  battalion.  Companies  B and  D were  sent  as  a detach- 
ment on  a hill,  near  the  Jackson  road,  to  act  as  skirmishers,  and  could 
do  good  service.  The  main  attack  was  made  northwest  of  the  Jackson 
road.  The  guns  of  our  position  on  the  Perryville  road  fired  first.  Then, 
from  the  central  position,  and  in  the  rear  of  the  two  outside  positions, 
the  guns  of  Fort  B opened  fire.  The  cross-fire  of  the  artillery  was  so 
well  directed,  and  the  artillerists  so  much  skilled  and  intrepid,  that  the 
enemy  could  not  advance  from  the  ambush.  The  five  companies  (C,  I, 
K,  E,  and  A)  of  First  Nebraska  did  not  give  up  one  inch  of  ground  in 
the  face  of  the  enemy,  who  were  about  ten  to  their  one,  and  fired  all 
their  ammunition  away.  Never  can  soldiers  perform  their  duty  on  the 
battle-field  better  or  braver  than  did  this  small  band  of  heroes.  The 
enemy  tried  then  to  attack  our  right  flank,  on  the  Perryville  road, 
when  I moved  two  pieces  of  artillery  on  the  hill,  on  the  Jackson  road, 
protected  by  Companies  B and  D,  and  their  position  was  very  destruct- 
ive to  the  enemy.  The  left  flank,  on  the  Bloomfield  road,  was  protected 
by  the  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Colonel  [O.  H.]  La  Grange,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  [Henry]  Pomeroy.  Three  of  their  companies  dismounted  and 
fought  the  enemy  on  foot  with  their  carbines.  Two  mountain  howitzers 
did  also  excellent  service  in  dislodging  a battery  of  the  enemy.  The 
position  on  Perryville  road  was  strengthened  by  taking  two  more  field 
pieces  to  the  place;  also  the  five  companies  of  the  First  Nebraska,  which 
were  supplied  with  new  ammunition.  The  firing  against  the  enemy 
was  still  kept  up  from  the  position  on  the  Jackson  road  and  Fort  B,  until 
about  3 p.  in.,  when  the  enemy  fell  back.  Only  small  detachments  were 
sent  out  to  ascertain  where  the  enemy  had  gone.  Some  of  them  went 
out  as  far  as  3 miles.  The  artillery  and  infantry  were  under  arms  all 
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night,  ready  to  engage  the  enemy  at  any  time.  Meantime  re-enforce- 
ments came  up,  and  the  rebels  fell  back  faster  than  they  came  up. 
Every  officer  and  man  under  my  command  behaved  as  soldiers,  and  dis- 
played great  courage  and  bravery.  Every  order  was  executed  promptly, 
each  officer  and  soldier  discharging  his  duty  ; otherwise  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  so  small  number  of  men  to  repulse  an  enemy  with 
such  great  odds.  In  the  first  place,  we  had  possession  of  a ground  with 
the  facility  to  assist  one  party  through  the  other,  and  then  the  men  had 
the  determination  not  to  give  up  the  place,  and  would  have  died  in  ful- 
filling their  duties  before  surrendering.  Specially  I would  mention  the 
name  of  Captain  Majors,  whose  horse  was  shot  from  under  him,  whilst 
in  command  of  the  five  companies  in  the  central  position  ; then  Captain 
Eibble,  who  was  first  engaged  with  his  company  as  skirmishers,  and 
showed  great  bravery  ; also  Captain  Weatherwax,  who  had  position  on 
the  Perry  ville  road,  from  where  the  first  shot  was  fired ; also  Lieutenant 
Francis  A.]  McDonald,  acting  adjutant ; quartermaster.  Lieutenant 
Charles]  Thompson,  Lieutenant  Moore,  and  Sergeant  Gillespie,  who 
assisted  me  greatly  in  carrying  orders  and  reports  to  the  most  danger- 
ous places  of  the  field.  The  battery  (Welfley’s),  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant Jacoby,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Stauber,  deserve  great  praise  for 
their  skill  and  coolness  in  firing  and  rapidity  in  their  movements. 

List  of  killed  and  wounded:  Killed,  3;  wounded,  7. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  BAIJMER, 

Lieutenant- Colonel , Commanding  First  Nebraska  Infantry. 

Capt.  William  R.  Strachan, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cape  Girardeau , Mo. 


Headquarters  First  Nebraska  Infantry, 

Cape  Girardeau , Mo.,  May  9,  1863. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  respectfully  submits  to  you  the  following  report 
of  the  march  of  the  First  Regiment  Nebraska  Infantry,  ordered  by 
General  Vandever: 

Marching  orders  received  at  regimental  headquarters  in  the  evening 
of  the  28th  of  April,  with  information  that  the  enemy  were  surrounded 
near  Castor  River,  and  to  take  three  days7  provisions  and  full  supplies 
of  ammunition,  and  to  move  on  in  forced  marches.  According  to  orders 
received,  I started  on  the  morning  of  29th  of  April,  at  5 o’clock,  with  all 
men  of  the  regiment  except  those  on  extra  and  detached  duty,  the  whole 
force  amounting  to  270  active  soldiers.  All  regimental  wagons  and 
teams  were  ordered  to  accompany  the  regiment,  and  by  this  arrange- 
ment one-third  of  the  men  could  ride  at  a time.  The  regiment  encamped 
at  Lakeville;  marched  at  2 o’clock  in  the  morning;  arrived  at  Castor 
River,  crossed  over,  and  marched  as  advance  guard  of  column  to  Bloom- 
field, and  arrived  there  at  10  o’clock  in  the  morning  on  the  30th  of  April. 
In  the  afternoon,  the  regiment  received  orders  to  prepare  for  a night’s 
march.  The  regiment  started  at  7 p.  m.;  marched  until  3 a.  m.;  rested 
for  one  hour;  continued  the  march  and  engaged  the  enemy’s  rear  guard 
at  5 a.  m.,  supporting  Welfley’s  battery.  The  enemy  retreating,  were 
followed  up  by  the  regiment,  and  several  skirmishes  took  place  during 
the  day  of  the  1st  of  May.  In  the  evening,  3 miles  from  Saint  Francis 
River,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  front  to  ascertain  the  enemy’s 
position.  Their  position  was  soon  discovered  by  the  scouts  of  the  First 
Nebraska  Infantry,  mounted  on  cavalry  horses  furnished  from  the  cav- 
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airy  on  the  lield.  The  next  day,  May  2,  the  regiment  marched  as  ad- 
vance guard  to  the  Saint  Francis  Fiver.  No  artillery  being  up,  we  had 
to  await  their  arrival  before  engaging  the  enemy.  Four  companies  as 
advance  were  placed  as  line  of  skirmishers  on  the  right  of  the  main 
river  road.  Five  companies,  commanded  by  Captain  Majors,  were 
placed  on  the  extreme  left  flank,  a portion  deployed  as  skirmishers. 
After  the  artillery  firing  and  some  sharpshooting,  the  order  was  received 
to  march  back  to  Bloomfield,  which  place  the  regiment  reached  on  the 
evening  of  the  3d  of  May.  From  there  orders  were  received  to  march 
to  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  Marched  at  1 o’clock,  May  4;  arrived  at  Cape  , 
Girardeau  at  4 p.  m.,  May  5. 

The  soldiers  of  the  First  Nebraska  Infantry,  within  seven  days, 
marched  190  miles ; were  engaged  with  the  enemy  for  fourteen  hours  ; 
had  only  three  days’  rations  for  seven  days;  lost  2 men  wounded,  and  , 
had  only  1 man  on  the  sick  report  upon  its  arrival  in  camp. 

They  deserve  the  greatest  praise  for  the  willingness  with  which  all 
the  hardships  were  endured. 

I am,  respectfully,  yours,  truly, 

WILLIAM  BAUMEE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  First  Nebraska  Infantry. 

Capt.  William  E.  Strachan, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. 


No.  10. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  F.  Benjamin,  Second  Missouri  State  Militia 
Cavalry , of  action  at  Cape  Girardeau  and  pursuit  of  Marmaduke. 

Cape  Girardeau,  May  9, 1863. 

General  : The  following  is  my  report  of  the  part  this  regiment  took 
in  the  battle  at  this  place  on  the  26th  ultimo,  and  its  subsequent  march 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  to  Bloomfield,  where  it  was  assigned  to  the  bri- 
gade of  Colonel  [O.  H.]  La  Grange,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry : 

At  the  time  of  the  attack  on  this  city,  I occupied  a position  in  front  | 
of  and  to  the  left  of  Fort  C,  the  right  resting  on  the  Bloomfield  road, 
the  point  where  it  was  supposed  the  main  force  of  the  enemy  would  be 
concentrated ; but  as  no  demonstration  was  made  upon  this  part  of  the 
town,  we  were  at  no  time  exposed  to  the  enemy’s  fire.  During  the  fight, 
however,  Captain  [Perry  D.]  McClanahan,  Company  C,  with  the  two 
small  howitzers  attached  to  this  regiment,  was  ordered  to  take  position 
about  midway  between  the  Bloomfield  and  Jackson  roads,  supported  by 
his  company,  from  which  he  completely  silenced  the  opposing  artillery 
after  firing  a few  rounds.  After  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  Major  [H.  M.] 
Hiller,  with  three  companies  of  the  First  Battalion  and  the  howitzers, 
was  ordered  to  reconnoiter  on  the  Jackson  road,  when,  after  following  5 
miles,  he  found  the  enemy  too  strongly  posted  to  be  successfully  assailed 
with  his  small  force,  and,  night  coming  on,  he  returned. 

On  the  following  day,  at  1 p.  m.,  all  the  available  part  of  the  regiment 
joined  the  other  forces  that  left  here  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  on  the 
Bloomfield  road,  traveling  that  day  to  near  the  White  Water  without  i 
coming  up  with  them.  The  bridge  over  that  stream  having  been  de- 
stroyed, we  encamped  for  the  night. 

The  bridge  being  sufficiently  repaired  by  10  a.  m.  the  next  day,  I was 
ordered  to  the  front  and  to  pursue  vigorously.  A few  miles  brought  us 
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to  tlieir  last  encampment,  which  they  bad  left  but  an  Lour  and  a half 
before;  the  camp-fires  still  burning.  About  2 p.  m.,  and  when  only  fifteen 
minutes  behind  their  rear  guard,  orders  came  to  me  to  halt  until  further 
orders.  An  hour  or  more  elapsed  before  I was  ordered  again  to  march, 
and  the  enemy,  evidently  being  apprised  of  our  near  approach,  as  their 
scouts  were  seen  taking  observations  from  the  high  points  in  front,  was 
enabled  to  get  considerably  the  start  of  us  again.  About  5.30  p.  m.  I 
again  came  up  with  a party  left  to  tear  up  a small  bridge, ‘and  captured 
2,  with  their  horses.  The  balance  of  the  party,  having  succeeded  in 
destroying  the  bridge,  escaped.  I set  all  hands  to  work  on  the  bridge, 
and  had  succeeded  in  getting  it  repaired  so  as  to  cross,  and,  when  about 
to  move,  an  order  came  from  the  rear  to  not  move,  whether  the  bridge 
was  repaired  or  not,  until  ordered  to  do  so.  A picket  guard  was,  how- 
ever, sent  ahead  to  Spring  Hill,  distant  a mile  or  so,  near  where  they 
surprised  a party  of  6,  killing  1 and  taking  a lieutenant  prisoner.  They 
were  not  encountered  again  by  us  until  after  we  reached  Bloomfield,  at 
which  place  I was  put  under  the  orders  of  Colonel  La  Grange,  as  before 
stated. 

I am  clearly  of  opinion  that  I could  have  captured  many  of  the  enemy 
if  I had  been  suffered  to  pursue  him  without  hinderance.  The  road 
passes  through  open  woods,  and  bordered  on  one  side  by  an  impassable 
swamp  most  of  the  way.  In  attacking  them  on  the  march,  the  head  of 
the  column  only  could  be  engaged,  and  one  regiment  is  as  effective  as 
a greater  number.  All  accounts  represented  their  rear  guard  as  weak 
and  the  stragglers  numerous. 

I remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  BENJAMIN, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel , Commanding. 

General  John  McNeil, 

Commanding  Sub-district , Southeastern  Missouri. 


No.  11. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Vandever , TI.  S.  Army , commanding  Second 
Division , Army  of  the  Frontier , of  the  pursuit  of  Marmaduke. 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  April  23,  1863. 
General  : Just  arrived  with  advance  of  2,000  men.  Main  body  will 
be  in  soon  after  noon.  Hear  nothing  of  an  enemy  toward  Centreville 
or  in  that  direction.  Have  parties  out  who  will  report  to-day. 

WM.  VANDEVER, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-Generals  Curtis  and  Herron. 


Pilot  Knob,  April  23, 1863. 

General  : I have  temporarily  assumed  command  of  the  forces,  and 
continue  to  head  my  orders  as  of  the  Second  Division,  Army  of  the 
Frontier.  I have  no  additional  news  from  the  enemy.  He  was  reported 
to  be  at  Fredericktown  last  evening,  3,000  or  4,000  strong.  No  intelli- 
gence from  there  to-day. 

WM.  VANDEVER, 

Brigadier- General. 

Maj.  Gen.  Francis  J.  Herron,  Rolla. 
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Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  April  24,  18G3. 

General  : Colonel  Smart  communicates  that  the  enemy  broke  up  their 
encampment  in  Fredericktown  before  his  approach,  and  moved  3 miles  i 
out  on  Cape  Girardeau  road,  where  they  formed,  but  had  not  encamped,  i 
Smart  then  retired  to  the  Saint  Francis  bridge,  and  awaits  orders.  lie 
believes  this  is  the  same  force  he  encountered  at  Patterson,  and  that  it  j 
does  not  exceed,  at  the  utmost,  10,000.  I have  now  available  2,500  cav- 
alry and  twelve  pieces  of  artillery.  Shall  I move  against  the  enemy  at 
Fredericktown  or  not?  The  flag  of  truce  is  just  leaving.  I can  move  to- 
night, and  attack  in  the  morning,  if  you  order  it,  giving  the  truce  party 
the  night  to  return  here  in. 

WM.  VANDEVER, 

Brigadier- General. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Mo. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Pilot  Knob , Mo.,  April  24,  1863. 

General  : My  latest  intelligence  from  the  enemy  is  up  to  8 o’clock  1 
this  morning  at  Fredericktown.  Colonel  Smart  had  apjmoacked  within 
sight  of  the  town,  and  found  his  pickets  drawn  in  to  the  east  side  of  the 
town,  on  the  Cape  Girardeau  road.  The  colonel  was  reconnoitering  the  j 
town,  and  I am  in  momentary  expectation  of  further  news  from  him. 

From  my  examination  of  the  approaches  to  this  place,  and  from  the 
best  information  I can  get,  I do  hot  think  an  enemy  would  venture  to 
attack  us  by  the  direct  Fredericktown  road,  as  a very  small  force,  with  ! 
one  section  of  artillery,  at  the  shut-in,  4 miles  from  here,  can  prevent 
the  approach  of  almost  any  force. 

If  this  locality  is  to  be  attacked  from  the  direction  of  Fredericktown, 
the  attack  will  come  by  the  road  from  Farmington,  which  can  be  inter- 
sected about  10  miles  from  here  by  a route  from  Fredericktown,  or  the 
enemy,  if  he  seeks  the  best  road  for  travel,  might  even  come  round  by 
Farmington.  Nine  miles  from  here  we  strike  a point  on  the  Farmington 
road,  which  is  only  6 miles  from  Iron  Mountain,  over  a good  road.  I 
infer  from  your  dispatch  of  last  night  that  infantry  are  on  the  way  ;| 
down,  to  be  left  at  Iron  Mountain,  which  is,  I think,  the  best  point  to 
post  them,  for,  should  I ascertain  that  the  euerny  was  advancing  in  i 
force,  I would  not  hesitate  to  move  to  meet  him  at  the  intersection  of 
the  road  from  here  with  the  road  from  Iron  Mountain  to  Farmington.  . 
Before  this  reaches  you  I shall  probably  have  communicated  other  in- 
telligence by  telegraph. 

I inclose  a rough  sketch  of  the  country,*  which  I think  more  accurate  j 
than  the  maps  as  to  roads.  If  further  information  from  Colonel  Smart, 
is  satisfactory,  I will  move  on  the  enemy  rapidly  with  my  cavalry  and 
artillery,  but  I would  like  the  infantry  you  speak  of  sent  to  Iron  Mount-  . 
ain  quickly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  VANDEVER, 

Brigadier - General. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson,  Saint  Louis , Mo. 


Not  found. 
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Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  April  24,  1863. 

General  : Your  dispatch  of  last  night,*  directing  movement,  when 
1 found  the  Iron  Mountain  road  destroyed,  &c.,  was  received,  but  did 
not  order  a movement  under  present  circumstances. 

There  is  no  force  coming  from  Black  River.  The  only  force  there  is  a 
few  hundred,  under  Reves,  in  the  vicinity  of  Patterson,  jayhawking  and 
robbing. 

At  12.30  Colonel  Smart  had  returned  with  one  battalion  to  Saint  Fran- 
cis Bridge,  leaving  one  battalion  6 miles  beyond.  He  went  within  1 mile 
of  Fredericktown,  and  reports  the  enemy  broke  up  their  encamj)ment  in 
town,  and  withdrew  3 miles  toward  Cape  Girardeau,  where  they  halted 
and  formed,  but  had  not  encamped.  From  all  the  information  Colonel 
Smart  can  gather,  he  believes  this  to  be  the  same  force  that  was  at  Pat- 
terson, and  does  not  exceed,  at  the  utmost,  10,000. 

I sent  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chandler,  with  two  battalions  of  the  Sev- 
enth Missouri  Volunteer  Cavalry,  after  the  party  threatening  the 
bridges.  He  left  at  10  this  morning,  moving  via  Farmington.  Have 
not  yet  heard  from  him. 

I telegraphed  General  Curtis  my  information  from  Colonel  Smart,  and 
asking  if  I should  attack  at  Fredericktown  to-morrow  morning.  Can 
there  not  be  concert  with  McNeil?  See  dispatch  to  General  Curtis  and 
direct  me.  Flag  of  truce  sent  to  Fredericktown  to-day  may  delay  the 
movement. 

WM.  VANDEVER, 

Brigadier- General. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson,  Saint  Louis , Mo. 


Fredericktown,  Mo., 

April  25,  1863—7  p.  m. 


General  : Just  arrived.  Marmaduke  left  yesterday  in  direction  of 
Cape  Girardeau.  Camped  last  night  8 miles  east  of  this.  I am  after 
him.  Cannot  McNeil  co-operate  ? Remain  here  till  morning. 
Respectfully, 

WM.  VANDEVER, 

Brigadier- General. 


Brigadier-General  Davidson,  Saint  Louis , Mo. 


Near  Fredericktown,  Mo., 

April  25,  1863—11.20  p.  m. 

General  : Yours  received.!  The  party  attacked  bridges  yesterday 
afternoon,  and  were  repulsed  with  some  loss.  They  are  now  trying  to 
effect  their  retreat,  and  Chandler  and  Lisenby  ought  and  I trust  will 
annihilate  them.  Colonel  Clark’s  regiment  is  on  the  bridges,  I under- 
stand. All  pursuing  Marmaduke  toward  Cape  Girardeau. 

WM.  VANDEVER, 

Brigadier- General. 

Major-General  Herron. 


* See  Addenda,  p.  279. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Near  White  Water,  Mo.,  April  27,  1863. 

General  : Came  upon  the  enemy  last  evening  at  9 o’clock,  near  Jack- 
son,  to  which  place  they  had  fallen  hack  after  attacking  Cape  Girar- 
deau. With  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  I charged  the  enemy’s  camp, 
driving  him  beyond  the  town. 

The  enemy  suffered  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  we  captured  a large 
number  of  horses  and  other  property.  I lost  no  men. 

At  6 o’clock  in  the  morning  I entered  the  town  and  found  the  enemy  j 
posted  in  force  1 mile  out  on  the  Bloomington  road.  Opened  upon  him 
with  artillery.  He  made  no  reply,  but  moved  off,  and  I pursued.  The 
enemy  moved  with  baggage  trains  and  artillery  in  front,  defending  his 
rear  by  strong  bodies  of  cavalry.  Five  miles  out  on  the  Bloomington 
road  he  destroyed  a bridge,  which  delayed  me  one  hour.  I crossed  and 
came  up  with  him  again  within  3 miles  of  the  bridge  over  AVhite  Water, 
the  enemy  from  6,000  to  7,000  strong.  The  Third  Iowa  Cavalry  were 
in  advance,  and  had  a severe  skirmish  with  the  enemy  before  the  main 
body  came  up.  The  enemy  here  rallied  in  considerable  force,  but  we 
drove  him  back,  and  pushed  on  to  the  bridge  over  White  Water,  which 
we  could  not  reach  in  time  to  prevent  him  from  crossing.  After  passing 
this  bridge  the  enemy  destroyed  it.  In  the  last  encounter  we  had  1 man 
killed  and  4 men  wounded,  one  captain  and  16  privates  missing,  prob- 
ably captured,  and  4 horses  killed  and  10  wounded.  Our  rations  being 
entirely  exhausted,  I am  obliged  to  pause  a few  hours  for  supplies  to 
come  up.  There  is  a ford  not  far  above,  over  which  I will  attempt  to  , 
pass,  unless  I can  repair  the  bridge  within  the  course  of  the  day. 

General  McNeil  joined  me  with  his  force  of  cavalry.  I feel  justified  in 
pressing  the  enemy  until  he  is  punished  and  driven  out  of  the  State. 

WM.  VANDEVER, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Gamp,  Six  Miles  from  Bloomfield , Mo.,  April  29, 1863. 

General  : I am  now  at  the  Castor,  6 miles  from  Bloomfield.  The 
enemy  still  retiring.  I have  made  a temporary  halt  for  the  purpose  of 
closing  up  the  column.  I will  advance  to  Bloomfield  this  evening,  and 
advise  you  further.  We  have  had  smart  skirmishing  this  morning  at  i 
the  crossing  of  Castor,  with  some  few  casualties.  In  his  retreat  the 
enemy  destroyed  the  bridges  in  his  rear,  which  we  have  had  to  repair  j 
and  rebuild.  I think  we  have  run  him  harder  than  he  was  ever  run 
before. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  VANDEVER, 

Brigadier - General. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

P.  S. — It  is  very  important  that  the  bridge  across  White  Water  should 
be  well  guarded.  I respectfully  suggest  that  the  forces  at  Cape  Girar- 
deau attend  to  that,  as  it  is  within  supporting  distance  from  there. 
Would  it  not  be  well  also  to  push  down  toward  us  from  Pilot  Knob  a 
strong  reconnoitering  party  % I would  like  to  open  my  line  of  commu- 
nication in  that  direction. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  VANDEVER, 

Brigadier General. 


Chap.  XXXIV.]  MARMADUKE7S  EXPEDITION  INTO  MISSOURI.  275 

Headquarters  in  the  Field, 

Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Bloomfield , April  30,  1863. 

General  : I crossed  the  Castor  yesterday  afternoon,  in  face  of  the 
enemy,  with  a large  part  of  my  command.  The  stream  was  considera- 
bly swollen,  and  fording  was  difficult.  The  enemy  had  destroyed  all 
conveniences  for  crossing. 

General  McNeil,  in  command  of  the  advance,  pushed  forward  to  within 

miles  of  this  place,  which  was  occupied  by  the  enemy  in  force.  The 
skirmishing  in  the  evening  was  spirited,  and  the  enemy  retired  beyond 
the  town  and  assumed  a position  as  if  he  intended  to  fight.  This  morn- 
ing I crossed  the  balance  of  my  forces,  and  upon  moving  forward  the 
enemy  again  retreated. 

The  demonstrations  in  front  appear  to  be  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  his  rear  while  in  retreat,  and  to  draw  us  on.  The  enemy  is 
retiring  in  the  direction  of  Chalk  Bluff,  on  the  Saint  Francis  River, 
where  he  undoubtedly  intends  to  cross.  His  trains  and  most  of  his 
artillery  are  ahead.  I shall  follow  him  up.  This  afternoon  I again  send 
General  McNeil  forward  with  a strong  force.  All  accounts  agree  in  the 
statement  that  the  enemy  is  7,000  or  8,000  strong,  with  ten  pieces  of 
artillery,  but  he  seems  to  be  much  demoralized.  The  indications  are 
that  a portion  of  the  enemy  went  west  from  here,  toward  Greenville ; 
probably  one  brigade. 

Not  having  received  any  communication  from  you  since  leaving  Fred- 
ericktown,  I am  somewhat  in  doubt  as  to  what  your  wishes  and  designs 
may  be  regarding  operations  in  this  district.  I take  the  liberty  of  re- 
marking that,  if  supported,  an  effectual  advance  can  be  speedily  made 
into  Arkansas.  Forage  is  plenty  in  this  direction. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  YANDEVER, 

Brigadier - General. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

[Indorsement.] 

May  2,  1863. 

Respectfully  inclosed  for  the  general’s  reading. 

Yandever’s  remark  that,  if  supported,  an  effectual  advance  might  be 
made  into  Arkansas,  makes  me  think  of  my  own  situation  last  winter. 
With  9,000  splendid  troops  at  my  back,  two  gunboats  and  a boat-load 
of  provisions  on  the  White  River  would  have  enabled  us  to  make  an 
u effectual  advance”  also.  I will  at  once  send  out  from  Pilot  Knob  to 
look  out  for  the  brigade  which  crossed  toward  Greenville.  There  is  no 
apprehension  for  the  Knob,  even  if  part  of  the  enemy  should  wheel  that 
way,  thinking  we*  had  robbed  it  of  its  troops. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  W.  DAYIDSON. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Chalk  Bluff,  May  2,  1863. 

General  : One  hour  ago  I received  your  dispatch  of  the  30th  ultimo,* 
i per  hands  of  Captain  [R.  H.]  Brown,  Twenty-third  Missouri  Volunteers. 
I was  at  the  moment  actively  shelling  the  enemy  across  the  river.  I had 
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hoped  to  intercept  him  and  capture  his  guns  before  crossing  the  Saint 
Francis,  but  his  retreat  was  too  precipitate.  I have  punished  the  enemy 
severely.  A large  number  of  dead  and  wounded  strew  the  road.  His 
rear  guard  fought  us  stubbornly  all  along  the  road  from  Jackson  to  this 
point,  destroying  bridges  in  their  rear  and  adopting  every  means  to  re- 
tard our  progress.  Brigadier- General  McNeil  has  greatly  distinguished 
himself.  Throughout  the  arduous  pursuit,  on  account  of  his  personal 
knowledge  of  the  country,  I assigned  him  the  advance.  This  morning  he 
had  a horse  shot  from  under  him.  Colonel  [J.  M.]  Glover,  commanding 
troops  from  Iron  ton,  also  deserves  special  mention  for  his  undoubted 
bravery  and  skill.  I would  also  call  your  special  attention  to  the  skill 
and  bravery  displayed  by  Colonel  [O.  H.]  La  Grange,  of  the  First  Wis- 
consin Cavalry,  who  commanded  a brigade.  Colonel  [John  C.]  Black, 
Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Volunteers,  brought  a portion  of  his  brigade  gal- 
lantly into  action  this  morning,  and  deserves  special  mention  for  his 
services.  I regret  to  announce  the  loss  to-day  of  Lieutenant  [Joseph] 
Eaton,  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Volunteers,  killed  by  the  prema- 
ture explosion  of  one  of  our  own  shells.  Lieutenant-Colonel  [liobert] 
Carrick,  Third  Missouri  Volunteer  Cavalry,  slightly  wounded.  Captain 
Meisner,  Second  Missouri  Artillery,  chief  of  artillery,  wounded  in  foot. 
Our  whole  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  will  not  exceed  50.  In 
obedience  to  your  order,  I am  now  moving  to  Bloomfield,  from  which 
place  I will  communicate  further.  I write  this  from  the  field  almost 
before  the  sound  of  our  artillery  has  ceased  to  echo  along  the  valley  of 
the  Saint  Francis,  on  the  line  between  Arkansas  and  Missouri. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  command  deserve  the  highest  praise  for 
courage  and  endurance  displayed  on  the  most  arduous  pursuit  of  an 
enemy  which  has  characterized  this  war. 

Thanking  you  most  sincerely  for  kind  expressions  contained  in  your 
dispatch,  I am,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  VANDEVER, 

Br  igadier- Genera  It 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Bloomfield , Mo.,  May  4,  1863. 

General:  I am  thus  far  back  from  the  pursuit  of  Marmaduke.  I 
followed  him  to  the  Saint  Francis  River,  at  Chalk  Bluff,  which  is  a 
little  beyond  the  Arkansas  line,  and  drove  him  across,  with  heavy  loss  of 
men,  though  he  contrived  to  save  his  guns.  I fought  him  each  day  for 
a week,  and  kept  him  moving.  It  is  two  weeks  to-day  since  I left  you, 
and  have  marched  in  that  time  275  miles,  and  fought  the  enemy  where- 
ever  I could  get  at  him.  The  roads  have  been  in  very  bad  condition, 
and,  as  the  enemy  destroyed  bridges  in  his  rear,  we  had  to  rebuild  them 
as  we  went.  I think  I can  challenge  the  events  of  the  war  to  show  a 
more  earnest  and  persistent  pursuit  of  an-  enemy.  Of  course,  men  and 
horses  have  suffered  from  fatigue,  but  the  men  are  in  the  best  of  spirits, 
and  feel  to-day  as  though  this  little  army  could  whip  the  whole  South- 
ern Confederacy.  I am  going  to  Cape  Girardeau,  and  will  there  tele- 
graph General  Curtis  for  leave  to  come  to  Saint  Louis,  where  I shall 
hope  to  meet  you,  for  I think  I can  communicate  some  things  which  it 
appears  to  me  have  been  overlooked. 

This  region  of  country  is  rich,  and  full  of  corn  and  cattle.  An  army. 
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passing  this  way  need  not  suffer.  If  we  give  up  this  route  to  the  enemy, 
it  will  enable  him  to  approach  Saint  Louis  nearer  by  land  than  he  can 
by  any  other  route,  and  subsist  himself.  A number  of  reasons  occur  to 
me  which  I could  urge  upon  the  general,  verbally,  better  than  I can  in 
a communication,  and  I am  anxious  to  see  him  with  you. 

From  here  the  route  is  open  to  Pocahontas,  Jacksonport,  Batesville, 
or  any  point  below  on  the  White  River.  We  are  within  reach  of  Crow- 
ley’s Ridge,  where  there  are  abundance  of  supplies,  and  for  operations 
against  Little  Rock  it  is  the  direct  route.  If  Price  is  attempting  to  go 
to  Missouri,  we  can  turn  his  flank  and  get  in  his  rear.  A jiontoon  train, 
however,  is  necessary  to  operations  down  this  way. 

My  orders  upon  the  post  at  Girardeau  about  keeping  us  supplied  with 
rations  have  not  been  complied  witb,#and  we  are  short.  I am  subsist- 
ing my  men  wholly  on  corn-meal  and  beef.  I gather  the  corn  in  the 
country  and  grind  it.  I find  plenty  of  beef.  I shall  be  obliged  to  go  to 
the  Cape  to  refit.  Dragging  the  artillery  over  heavy  roads  has  pulled 
down  the  horses,  and  I must  have  some  fresh  ones;  otherwise  we  are 
in  good  condition,  except  that  our  rations  are  not  of  the  regular  kind. 

I have  regretted  every  step  of  the  way  that  you  were  not  along  with 
the  rest  of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier,  as  I believe  it  was  the  opportune 
moment  for  driving  the  enemy  south  of  the  Arkansas  River. 

Pardon  this  hurried  and  ill- written  communication,  as  I am  much 
pressed  at  this  time. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  YANDEYER, 

Brigadier - General. 

Maj.  Gen.  Francis  J.  Herron, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

• Bloomfield , May  4,  1863. 

General  : In  obedience  to  orders  from  department  headquarters,  I 
have  fallen  back  to  this  point,  after  driving  the  enemy  from  the  limits 
of  the  State. 

I have  already  sent  forward  one  brigade  toward  Cape  Girardeau,  and 
will  follow  with  the  rest  as  soon  as  practicable,  except  Colonel  Glover’s 
command,  which  I will  dispatch  direct  from  this  point  to  Pilot  Knob, 
instructing  him  to  keep  out  strong  reconnoitering  parties  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Greenville  and  Patterson,  which  places  will  be  on  his  left  flank. 

Colonel  Glover  will  start  in  the  morning.  [G.]  Hauck’s  battery,  which 
accompanied  Colonel  Glover  from  Pilot  Knob,  I have  ordered  to  report 
for  the  time  being  to  General  [J.]  McKeil,  who  will  take  it  to  the  Cape. 
1 was  induced  to  do  this  for  the  reason  that  I desire  Colonel  Glover  to 
move  with  celerity.  He  will  have  Captain  [G.]  Stange,  with  one  section, 
and  Colonel  Lindsay,  with  two  small  pieces,  along.  Supplies  have  not 
been  sent  forward  to  me  from  Cape  Girardeau,  as  I have  ordered  them. 
They  are  understood  to  be  on  the  way,  and  I am  compelled  to  go  for- 
ward and  meet  them.  My  men  are  now  subsisting  on  corn-meal  and 
beef  alone. 

General  McKeil  will  remain  at  Bloomfield  until  the  morning  of  the 
6th,  when  he  will  also  move  back  to  the  Cape. 

The  portion  of  my  command  belonging  to  the  Army  of  the  Frontier 
proper  I take  with  me  to  Cape  Girardeau,  that  being  the  nearest  point 
at  which  I can  refit. 
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The  entire  inarch  has  been  arduous  in  the  extreme,  taxing  the  en 
ergy,  endurance,  and  bravery  of  officers  and  men  to  the  fullest  extent 
Every  duty  has  been  performed  with  readiness  and  alacrity,  and  I fee 
it  incumbent  on  me  to  move  back  with  moderation,  so  as  not  to  impair 
the  efficiency  of  the  heroic  little  army  which  I have  the  honor  to  com 
mand. 

From  the  Cape  I will  endeavor  to  make  a more  detailed  report 
Herewith  I send  a full  list  of  casualties. 

In  regard  to  the  enemy’s  loss,  I can  only  say  that  it  must  have  been 
large.  In  one  place,  after  a gallant  charge  made  by  Colonel  Glover,: 
with  the  Third  Missouri  Volunteer  Cavalry,  there  were  19  of  the  ene-; 
my’s  dead  piled  together. 

The  engagement  at  Chalk  Blhff,  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  was  also 
disastrous  to  the  enemy,  as  at  one  time  I played  upon  him  with  ten 
pieces  of  artillery,  before  he  could  get  out  of  the  bottom  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  river. 

On  Sunday,  the  2Gth  ultimo,  in  the  evening,  I first  struck  the  enemy, 
the  First  Iowa  Cavalry  charging  his  camp  by  moonlight,  and,  every  day 
thereafter  until  the  2d  instant,  we  fought  him  as  he  ran. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  VANDEVER, 

Brigadier - General. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson, 

Saint  Louis , Mo. 

ADDENDA. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Bolla , April  20,  1863. 

General  Vandever  : [?] 

General  : Marmaduke  is  pushing  on  toward  Pilot  Knob,  and  at  9.30 
this  evening  was  within  16  miles  of  that  place,  with  4,000  men  and  six 
pieces  of  artillery. 

General  Curtis  directs  me  to  throw  forward  the  cavalry  to  Centreville, 
and  I have  concluded  to  send  you  with  the  expedition.  You  will  take 
all  of  your  own  cavalry,  and  I have  ordered  all  of  the  cavalry  in  Third 
Division  to  report  to  you.  Major  Townsley’s  battalion,  of  First  Mis- 
souri, will  also  join  you  in  the  morning.  General  Davidson  is  preparing 
to  give  them  fight  at  Pilot  Knob,  and  probably  we  can  attack  on  the 
flank  by  way  of  Centreville. 

Should  you  find  anything  like  forage  at  Salem  or  beyond  that  place, 
I will  move  forward  the  remainder  of  both  divisions  at  once  to  support 
\ou. 

You  will  take  Foust’s  battery  along.  Let  me  know  by  return  mes- 
senger how  soon  the  cavalry  can  move.  They  should  take  fifteen  days’ 
rations,  or  as  near  it  as  possible.  You  had,  probably,  better  see  me 
before  starting  yourself. 

Kespectfully, 


F.  J.  HERRON, 
Major - General , Commanding. 


[Saint  Louis,  Mo.,]  April  23,  1863. 
General  Vandever,  Bilot  Knob  : 

Dispatch  received.*  You  have  made  a gallant  march.  Have  your 


Of  same  date.  See  p.  271. 
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men  and  horses  ready  for  further  efforts.  The  rebels  must  have  no  rest 
in  Missouri.  I am  anxious  about  McNeil,  who  left  Bloomfield  when 
you  left  Roll  a. 

[SAML.  R.  CURTIS,] 

Major - General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  23, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  Vandever  : 

Your  message  received.*  I wish  you  would  have  the  Iron  Mountain 
Railroad  patrolled  by  cavalry  on  a side  road  as  far  as  Irondale,  12  miles 
above  the  Knob,  for  the  present,  as  the  ground  at  the  Knob  is  con- 
tracted. I want  Tyler  to  go  on  with  his  defensive  arrangements,  as  the 
cavalry  will  move  as  soon  as  the  infantry  arrive.  Let  me  know  if  you 
are  supplied  with  everything  you  want;  if  not,  send  up  a staff  officer 
for  wThat  you  need.  Even  the  short  time  you  are  there  have  drills  twice 
a day  by  the  troops  that  are  not  working,  that  the  officers  may  be  kept 
with  their  companies.  I have  ordered  fifteen  days’  subsistence  for 
5,000  men;  seven  days’  forage  for  5,000  animals  on  hand.  I think  the 
enemy’s  aim  is  to  get  possession  of  some  point  of  the  river.  Smart 
should  get  intelligence  of  McNeil,  if  possible.  He  certainly  can  test 
the  enemy  at  Fredericktown,  and  he  owes  it  to  himself  and  his  regi- 
ment to  do  it. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  24,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Vandever  : 

Major  McConnel  has  been  exchanged,  and  gives  his  account  of  the 
rebel  force.  Marmaduke  has  5,000  or  6,000  and  ten  pieces  of  artillery, 
with  no  baggage.  I think  this  is  more  than  he  has,  and,  no  doubt,  the 
troops  are  exhausted  and  weakened  by  marching.  It  seems  to  me  they 
can  be  whipped  badly  by  your  forces  anywhere.  General  McNeil  is  at 
Cape  Girardeau;  is  also  pretty  strong  in  cavalry. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


[Department  of  the  Missouri,] 

April  24,  1863. 

General  McNeil,  Cape  Girardeau : 


Major  McConnel,  who  was  taken  prisoner  by  Marmaduke,  is  released, 
and  he  tells  me  Marmaduke  has  some  6,000.  Such  reports  should 
always  be  taken  as  extravagant.  If  you  and  Vandever  could  unite  in 
a chase,  you  could  soon  drive  him  out  of  the  State.  I have  so  said  to 
Vandever,  who  is  still  at  Pilot  Knob.  Marmaduke  acted  as  though  he 
was  moving  on  Saint  Louis,  but  he  expected  to  gobble  you  up,  which 
shows  a different  direction. 


[SAML.  R.  CURTIS,] 

Major-General. 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  25, 18G3. 
Brigadier-General  Vandever,  Fredericktown : 

Will  move  toward  you  in  the  morning.  Gunboats  will  reach  you, 
from  Cairo,  to-night.  Be  ready,  with  your  cavalry  and  light  artillery, 
haversacks  filled,  to  fight  or  pursue,  as  occasion  may  oiler.  My  chief 
of  artillery  says  you  can,  with  your  troops  and  guns,  resist  15,000.  In- 
struct your  gunners  always  to  try  to  hit  enemy’s  guns  cool  and  steady. 
General,  the  God  of  battles  be  with  you. 

SAML.  B.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 

(Same  to  General  McNeil,  Cape  Girardeau.) 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  25, 1863. 
General  Vandever,  Fredericktown: 

General  McNeil  expects  to  be  attacked  at  daylight  to-morrow  on  both 
Jackson  and  Bloomfield  roads,  by  two  columns.  I am  sending  him 
troops  by  water.  If  you  can  cut  your  way  into  Girardeau,  to  help,  I 
think  it  would  be  well. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major- General. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  25, 1863. 

General  Vandever: 

I would  not,  under  the  last  information  you  have,  leave  Pilot  Knob, 
for  I have  reports  just  in  from  McNeil.  He  says  the  enemy  is  moving  j 
on  him  from  the  southwest,  4,000  strong,  and  have  driven  in  his  out- 
posts on  the  Fredericktown  road  and  on  the  White  Water. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo., 

April  25,  1863 — 9 a.  m. 

General  Vandever,  Pilot  Knob,  Mo. : 

Have  you  moved  against  the  enemy  ? Official  report  from  a recon- 
naissance sent  by  boat  to  the  Cape  shows  the  enemy  at  three  points  on 
the  river : Neeley’s  Landing,  20  miles  above  the  Cape ; at  Saint  Mary’s, 
and  near  Saint  Genevieve.  The  idea  seems  to  be  that  they  want  to 
seize  boats  for  their  stores,  while  they  get  off  the  lead  at  Fredericktown. 

It  is  left  to  your  judgment  whether  you  had  better  move  on  them  with 
your  cavalry  and  artillery,  via  Fredericktown. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis , Mo.,  April  25,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Vandever,  Commanding : 

From  what  you  can  learn  below,  do  you  suspect  the  existence  of  S 
co-operation  in  this  city  with  Marmaduke  by  a plan  to  rise  here  co- 
incident with  his  approach?  I have  warning  of  such,  and  have  taken 
precaution. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Bolla , Mo.,  April  25,  1803. 

General  Vandever: 

I sent  the  infantry  regiments  of  your  division  to  Pilot  Knob  yester- 
day, to  operate  as  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier.  I have  scouts 
out  to  watch  the  bridges  on  Southwest  Branch,  Pacific  road.  Keep  me 
posted.  The  probability  is  that  I will  move  from  there  to  Pilot  Knob 
witli  balance  of  command,  and  take  your  transportation  with  me.  We 
are  reducing  baggage  and  issuing  shelter  tents.  Nothing  new  from 
Southwest. 

F.  J.  HERRON, 
Major-General , Commanding. 


General  Vandever: 


Headquarters, 
Saint  Louis , Mo.,  April  25,  1863. 


Dispatch*  received.  Exercise  your  own  discretion.  Bleed  the  enemy, 
if  you  can,  and  punish  his  impudence. 

N.  P.  CHIPMAN, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Jackson,  Mo.,  April  27,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil  : 

General  Vandever  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  he  is  in  pursuit  of  the 
fleeing  enemy  on  the  Bloomfield  road,  under  the  belief  that  they  were 
escaping,  via  Dallas.  Last  night  he  attacked  a camp  of  them  2J  miles 
west  of  here,  ordering  the  First  Iowa,  under  Major  [Joseph  W.]  Cald- 
well, to  charge  them  with  saber  and  pistol.  This  was  gallantly  done  by 
moonlight,  and  was  entirely  successful.  Our  prisoners  number  some  40 
already,  and  more  are  being  brought  in.  A large  quantity  of  horses, 
saddles,  and  arms  Were  secured. 

The  cannonading  at  the  Cape  yesterday  was  heard  by  our  advance 
about  noon  yesterday,  and  under  its  influence  we  traveled  yesterday  40 
miles.  Can  you,  by  moving  out  on  Bloomfield  road,  cut  retreat  ? 

Very  respectfully, 

LUCIEN  J.  BARNES, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , Mo.,  April  30,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Vandever, 

Bloomfield,  Mo. : 

General:  I have  just  seen  yours  of  the  28th  to  General  Davidson, 
asking  for  your  transportation,  and  saying  you  will  occupy  Bloomfield. 
There  is  nothing  to  be  gained  by  an  occupation  of  Bloomfield.  If  the 
rebels  have  got  out  of  your  reach,  you  will  immediately  fall  back  to 
Pilot  Knob  or  Cape  Girardeau,  whichever  is  most  convenient.  I would 
rather  you  would  be  at  Pilot  Knob,  where  you  can  report  to  General 
Herron,  and  immediately  to  this  place,  with  a view  to  completely  re- 
pairing all  damage  arising  from  your  recent  hard  and  very  successful 
campaign. 


Of  April  24.  See  p.  272. 
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I have  ordered  a move  out  from  New  Madrid  to  cut  off  the  rebel 
retreat,  and  before  this  reaches  you  I suppose  all  our  efforts  against 
Marmaduke  will  be  at  an  end. 

Tender  my  thanks,  general,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  your  com- 
mand, for  the  energy,  courage,  and  victories  they  have  won.  General 
McNeil’s  gallantry  will  deserve  a separate  and  special  notice.  You  have 
added  to  your  former  well-earned  distinctions  in  the  field,  and  your 
State  and  country  are  proud  of  such  a soldier. 

I remain,  very  truly,  your  friend  and  fellow- soldier, 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 

Itinerary  of  the  Second  Division , Army  of  the  Frontier , April  A-May  2, 

1863.* 

April  4-6. — Marched  from  Elk  Creek  to  Camp  Totten,  10  miles  south- 
west of  Rolla,  55  miles. 

April  9. — Brig.  Gen.  William  Yandever  arrived  and  assumed  com- 
mand. 

April  21-23. — Brigadier-General  Yandever,  with  all  the  cavalry  of 
the  division  and  Battery  E,  First  Missouri  Artillery,  marched  to  Pilot 
Knob  to  meet  a cavalry  raid  under  General  Marmaduke. 

April  26. — Moved  on  toward  Cape  Girardeau  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 
Marched  40  miles,  over  bad  roads  considerable  of  the  way.  Within  5 
miles  of  Jackson  captured  a few  straggling  rebels.  Within  2J  miles  of 
Jackson,  at  9 p.  m.,  found  the  enemy  in  some  force.  Sent  the  First  Iowa 
Yolunteer  Cavalry,  Major  [Joseph  W.]  Caldwell,  in  with  the  saber  by 
moonlight,  and  scattered  a brigade  of  the  enemy,  making  considerable 
captures  of  prisoners  and  horses ; used  artillery  that  the  garrison  at 
Cape  Girardeau,  General  McNeil  commanding,  might  be  apprised  of 
our  presence  and  act  accordingly.  K they  had  moved  out  properly, 
Marmaduke  would  have  been  captured. 

April  27. — The  enemy,  finding  us  in  possession  of  his  desired  line  of 
retreat  via  the  Dallas  pike,  from  which  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry  had  driven 
a brigade,  was  compelled  to  take  the  road  due  south  from  Jackson, 
which  he  did,  destroying  all  bridges  in  his  rear.  We  pursued  him  vig- 
orously, skirmishing  several  times,  killing  a few  and  capturing  some 
prisoners.  Marched  15  miles ; found  the  enemy  had  escaped  over  the 
White  Water  (not  fordable),  and  destroyed  one  span  of  the  bridge. 
Before  leaving  Jackson,  a messenger  was  sent  to  Cape  Girardeau, 
ordering  General  McNeil  to  move  out  rapidly  on  the  Bloomfield  road 
and  get  the  road  near  White  Water  ahead  of  the  enemy  and  cut  off  his 
retreat.  Although  General  McNeil  had  but  9 miles  to  march,  over  a 
macadamized  road,  to  do  this,  he  did  not  reach  the  intersection  until 
after  the  enemy  had  all  passed  and  our  troops  arrived  at  the  river. 
This  was  unfortunate,  and  guaranteed  to  the  enemy  his  escape,  unless 
perchance  the  Castor  River  should  not  be  fordable,  and  we  could  com- 
pel him  to  fight  before  crossing  that  stream.  The  bridge  over  White 
Water  was  therefore  ordered  to  be  repaired,  which  was  done  early  on 
the  morning  of  the  28th,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy’s  rear  guard. 

April  28. — The  command  crossed  the  White  Water  and  pushed 
through  the  desperate  swamps  for  5 miles  to  higher  ground,  and,  on 
General  McNeil  having  been  recently  stationed  at  Bloomfield,  and  his 
command  knowing  the  country,  was  given  the  advance,  with  instruc- 
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tions  to  pursue  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the  Castor.  However,  the 
enemy  made  good  his  escape  over  that  river.  Marched  26  miles. 

April  29. — The  crossing  of  Castor  was  successfully  effected  in  the 
face  of  a strong  rear  guard  of  the  enemy,  and  the  advance  of  the  com- 
mand moved  a few  miles  toward  Bloomfield,  skirmishing  nearly  all  the 
way  with  the  enemy  and  occasionally  taking  a few  prisoners.  The  com- 
mand did  not  all  pass  the  river  during  the  day,  as  it  rose  so  as  to  be 
unfordable  and  one  floating  bridge  had  been  swept  away.  Marched  8 
miles,  and  captured  Marmaduke’s  body-servant,  Bill. 

April  30. — Enough  of  the  command  having  crossed  the  Castor,  an 
advance  was  ordered,  and  the  enemy  was  driven  out  of  Bloomfield  and 
the  place  occupied  by  our  forces  about  noon.  A command  was  organ- 
ized from  the  most  fresh  troops  to  march  at  9 p.  m.,  under  General  Mc- 
Neil, in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  who  had  taken  the  road  to  Chalk  Bluff. 
There  was  still  a faint  hope  that  by  pushing  him  hard  he  would  be  com- 
pelled to  leave  his  artillery  in  our  hands.  Therefore  the  pursuit  was 
continued,  and  early  in  May,  after  a few  brilliant  charges  of  his  rear 
guard,  Marmaduke  was  driven  across  the  Saint  Francis  at  Chalk  Bluff 
and  out  of  Missouri.  In  this  pursuit  and  the  attack  on  the  enemy’s 
rear,  Col.  John  M.  Glover,  Third  Missouri  Volunteer  Cavalry,  distin- 
guished himself  with  his  regiment. 


No.  12. 

Reports  of  Brig . Gen . Alexander  Asboth , U.  S.  Army , commanding  at 
Columbus , Ky.,  of  co-operation  with  McNeil. 


Hdqrs.  Sixth  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbus , Ky .,  April  20,  1863. 

General:  Lieutenant  Livingston,  aide-de-camp  to  Brigadier- Gen- 
eral Montgomery,  has  just  arrived  from  Cairo,  and  reports  that  heavy 
artillery  firing  commenced  early  this  morning  at  Cape  Girardeau,  and 
has  continued  all  day. 

I would  be  glad  to  take  the  enemy  in  the  rear,  but  my  troops  here  are 
all  provided  with  condemned  arms,  worthless  in  the  field.  The  Bostona 
No.  2 is  now  at  landing,  with  over  10,000  stand  of  good  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, consigned  to  Capt.  J.  P.  Harper,  Memphis.  Can  I take  3,000 
stand  and  ammunition  for  my  troops,  and  will  you  give  your  consent 
to  the  movement  proposed  ? 

I will,  in  anticipation,  take  steps  immediately  to  secure  transporta- 
tion. 


Major-General  Hurlbut, 

Memphis , Tenn. 


ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Memphis,  April  26,  1863—11  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Asboth  : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  if  you  are  sure  there  is  a real 
attack,  you  will  take  3,000  stand  of  arms  and  move  up. 

Respectfullv, 

HENRY  BINMORE, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Sixth  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbus , Ky.,  April  27,  1863. 

Colonel  : At  tlie  urgent  solicitation  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil,  com- 
manding at  Cape  Girardeau,  I have  this  morning  sent  him  two  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  a section  of  artillery,  and  100,000  rounds  of  ammu- 
nition for  his  command,  with  directions  to  send  back  the  troops  as  soon 
as  re-enforced  by  Brigadier- General  Vandever,  which  he  expected  to-day. 
General  McNeil  wrote  me  that  he  had  been  attacked  by  Marmaduke, 
with  four  brigades,  8,000  men,  and  repulsed  him,  but  would  be  attacked 
again. 

A§  my  troops  here  were  all  provided  with  condemned  arms,  I consid- 
ered it  necessary  to  take  from  a large  lot  of  good  arms  on  steamer 
Bostona  No.  2,  consigned  to  Captain  Harper,  Memphis,  3,000  Enfield 
rifled  muskets,  as  alluded  to  in  yesterday’s  telegram,  and  had  my  ex- 
planatory report  ready  to  send  by  Bostona,  but  she  left  from  the  lower 
depot  without  orders  or  permission.  The  report  will  be  sent  by  first  boat. 

ASBOTH, 
Brigadier- General. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Binmore, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Memphis , Tenn. 


ADDENDA  . 


Saint  Louis,  April  27, 1863. 

General  Asboth  : 

My  troops  have  routed  the  rebels  near  Cape  Girardeau,  and  they 
retreated  toward  Chalk  Bluff.  Even  a small  additional  force  at  New 
Madrid  would  admit  of  a successful  move  from  that  point.  There  is 
some  trouble  crossing  Little  River,  but  this  makes  it  safe  if  the  enemy 
goes  down  on  the  west  side  of  Little  River. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 


General  Asboth  : 


Saint  Louis,  April  27,  1863. 


If  you  can  send  force  to  Chalk  Bluff,  via  New  Madrid,  you  may  take 
Marmaduke  in  flank,  or  cut  off  his  retreat.  Some  artillery  and  cavalry 
would  be  necessary.  The  river  swamp  would  be  the  proper  base  to 
hold,  while  light  troops  act  toward  Chalk  Bluff  and  New  Madrid.  In- 
fantry will  co-operate. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Sixth  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbus , April  27,  1863. 

General  : I this  morning  sent  two  regiments  of  infantry,  two  com- 
panies of  cavalry,  a section  of  artillery,  and  100,000  rounds  of  small- 
arm  ammunition  to  Brigadier-General  McNeil,  at  Cape  Girardeau,  being 
all  in  my  power  to  accomplish,  having  no  more  infantry  or  artillery  that 
can  be  sent,  which  I regret  exceedingly.  I will  immediately  secure 
transportation,  and  send  six  companies  of  cavalry  to  New  Madrid,  to 
operate  as  desired  by  you,  as  far  as  possible. 

ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Mo. 
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Hdqrs.  Sixth  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbus , April  28, 1863 — 2.15  p.  m. 

General  : Six  companies  of  the  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry,  Major 
Langen  commanding,  left  last  evening  for  New  Madrid,  with  orders  to 
co-operate  with  the  commander  of  that  post.  The  rebels  being  re- 
pulsed from  Cape  Girardeau,  I request  that  my  troops  sent  yesterday 
morning  may  be  immediately  ordered  back.  An  action  is  now  going 
on  in  the  direction  of  Charleston,  the  cannonading  being  very  distinct. 
I hope  my  cavalry  is  at  work,  and  I have  ordered  General  Buford  to 
inform  General  McNeil  of  their  co  operation. 

ASBOTH, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis. 


Saint  Louis,  April  28,  1863. 

General  Asboth  : 

General  : Your  troops  sent  to  Cape  Girardeau  have  started  back. 
Accept  my  thanks  for  this  and  other  favors.  Press  the  New  Madrid 
movement.  The  rebels  made  a stand  for  several  hours  yesterday,  but 
finally  retired  and  retreated  toward  Bloomfield.  There  must  be  a pretty 
strong  force. 

SAML.  B.  CUKTIS, 

Brigadier-  General. 


No.  13. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke , C.  S.  Army , commanding  expedition. 

Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

Jaclcsonport , Ark.,  May  20,  1863. 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report,  briefly,  the  movements  of  my 
division  in  the  late  expedition  into  Missouri. 

My  command  consisted  of  the  following  brigades:  Shelby’s  Missouri 
cavalry  brigade,  Greene’s  Missouri  cavalry  brigade,  Carter’s  Texas 
cavalry  brigade,  and  Burbridge’s  brigade,  composed  of  Burbridge’s 
Missouri  cavalry  regiment  and  Newton’s  Arkansas  cavalry  regiment. 
My  whole  strength  was  about  5,000  men,  eight  pieces  of  field  artillery, 
and  two  light  mountain  pieces.  Of  this  force  about  1,200  were  unarmed 
and  900  dismounted.  Of  those  armed,  the  greater  part  had  shot-guns; 
some  were  armed  with  Enfield  rifles  and  Mississippi  rifles,  and  some 
with  common  squirrel  rifles.  I carried  with  me  the  unarmed  and  dis- 
mounted men  for  two  reasons:  First,  with  the  hope  of  arming  and 
mounting  them,  aud,  second,  knowing,  from  the  great  anxiety  of  all  to 
go  into  Missouri,  that,  if  left  behind,  many  would  probably  desert,  I 
therefore  deemed  it  most  advisable  to  take  them  with  me,  hoping  to  be 
able  to  arm  and  mount  them.  I concentrated  my  division  on  Eleven 
Points  Biver,  and  intended  marching  in  the  direction  of  Bolla,  but  found 
it  impossible  to  do  so.  The  country  for  at  least  100  miles  was  without 
forage  or  subsistence,  it  having  been  destroyed  to  prevent  raids  or 
army  movements.  I then  determined  to  march  to  the  east  of  Ironton, 
capture  the  outpost  (a  regiment)  at  Patterson,  and  strike  [John]  McNeil, 
who  was  at  Bloomfield,  with  a force  I estimated  to  be  about  2,000,  cav- 
alry, infantry,  and  artillery.  I anticipated  that  McNeiJ,  on  hearing  of 
my  move,  would  make  forced  marches  to  reach  Ironton  before  I could 
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cut  him  off.  If  successful  in  capturing  McNeil’s  forces,  I anticipated 
that  my  whole  command  could  be  well  armed  and  finely  mounted  for 
vigorous  action.  It  was  impossible,  on  account  of  forage  and  subsist-  1 
ence,  to  march  the  whole  division  by  one  route  on  Patterson.  And  I 
furthermore  desired  to  make  demonstrations,  as  if  a large  force  of  in- 
fantry and  cavalry  were  invading  the  State  via  Thomasville,  Houston, 
and  to  the  west  of  Bolla,  expecting  by  this  means  to  withdraw  all  their 
forces  from  Northern  Arkansas  and  extreme  Southwest  Missouri,  and  at 
the  same  time  throw  the  forces  about  Ironton,  Patterson,  and  Bloom- 
field off  their  guard  until  I had  gained  a position  to  surprise  or  cut  off 
the  forces  at  Patterson  and  Bloomfield,  and  thence  move  northward  be- 
tween Saint  Louis  and  Ironton,  if  I deemed  it  advisable.  I divided  the 
command  into  two  columns:  One  under  Shelby,  composed  of  Shelby’s 
and  Burbridge’s  brigades,  to  march  via  Van  Buren,  Mo.,  and  reach  Pat- 
terson on  the  evening  of  April  20;  the  other,  under  Carter,  composed 
of  Carter’s  and  Greene’s  brigades,  to  march  via  Doniphan  and  reach 
Patterson  the  same  evening.  Shelby  had  instructions  to  throw  out 
scouts  well  to  his  left,  to  create  the  impression  of  a force  moving  north- 
westerly. I marched  with  Carter’s  column.  His  route  was  the  shortest 
and  most  secret.  With  a part  of  his  column  I intended  to  surprise  and 
capture  Patterson,  and  from  thence  to  strike  McNeil. 

About  midnight  April  19,  when  30  miles  distant  from  Patterson, 
Carter  detached  Lieutenant-Colonel  [D.  C.]  Giddings — in  command  of 
his  regiment  (about  450  men),  Beves’  independent  company  of  spies 
and  guides,  and  two  pieces  of  [J.  H.J  Pratt’s  battery — to  move  rapidly, 
cautiously,  and  secretly  by  a more  direct  and  unfrequented  route  to  sur- 
prise Patterson.  When  12  miles  from  Patterson,  about  daylight,  Colo- 
nel Giddings  surprised  and  handsomely  captured  the  whole  Federal 
picket  from  Patterson — 1 lieutenant  and  24  men.  He  marched  on,  and 
could  have  successfully  surprised  the  whole  garrison,  but  that  he  moved 
too  slowly ; did  not  take  sufficient  risk  for  the  nature  of  his  expedi- 
tion, and  allowed  his  artillery  to  open  when  within  2 miles  of  the  fort. 
The  troops  there  (about  600  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Smart)  took  the 
alarm,  and  precipitately  fled  to  Pilot  Knob,  burning  everything  they 
could,  but  leaving  behind  a large  supply  of  subsistence  and  some  quar- 
termaster’s stores.  Colonel  Giddings  pursued  them  vigorously  for  7 
miles,  killing,  wounding,  and  capturing  a number.  All  the  prisoners 
taken  except  those  in  hospital  I paroled. 

On  the  evening  of  the  20th,  as  ordered,  the  two  columns  entered  Pat- 
terson. Colonel  Shelby’s  column  encountered  a Federal  picket  from 
Patterson,  and  killed  or  captured  8 or  10  of  them. 

On  the  21st,  I ordered  Carter’s  column  to  march  against  McNeil  in  the 
direction  of  Bloomfield,  and  Shelby’s  column  to  march  on  Frederick- 
town,  supposing  that  McNeil  would  attempt  to  make  his  escape  to  Iron- 
ton.  If  he  remained  in  Bloomfield,  Carter  would  whip  him,  and  if  he 
attempted  to  get  to  Ironton,  Shelby  would  capture  him. 

Shelby’s  column  surprised  Fredericktown  on  the  morning  of  April 
22,  capturing  dispatches  ordering  McNeil  to  Ironton.  He  was  expected 
at  Fredericktown  on  the  22d. 

McNeil  left  Bloomfield  on  the  21st,  abandoning  and  burning  a large 
amount  of  quartermaster’s  and  commissary  stores  en  route  for  Pilot  Knob 
via  Dallas. 

On  the  22d,  he  learned  of  Shelby’s  column,  and  retreated  hastily  to- 
ward Cape  Girardeau.  Carter  pursued  him,  hoping  to  prevent  his  reach- 
ing there,  but  was  too  late,  owing  to  high  water,  marshes,  and  bad  roads, 
besides  having  a longer  route  to  march,  with  horses  very  much  worn 


Chap.  XXXIV.]  MARMADUKE’S  EXPEDITION  INTO  MISSOURI.  287 

down  by  forced  marches  and  want  of  forage.  En  route  to  Cape  Girar 
deau,  Carter  with  a small  detachment  of  men  charged  and  captured 
Captain  [Stephen  V.]  Shipman  and  40  men  out  of  a guard  of  60  men.  I 
kept  Shelby’s  column  near  Fredericktown,  marching  daily  a few  miles 
'toward  Cape  Girardeau  to  catch  McNeil  if  he  marched  toward  lronton, 
and  to  await  information  from  Carter  (whose  dispatch  bearers  were  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy)  and  the  junction  of  his  column,  and  also  to  watch 
and  learn  of  the  movements  of  the  Federals  in  the  direction  of  lronton. 
From  Fredericktown  I sent  out  a detachment  of  00  men,  under  com- 
mand of  Captains  [William  T.]  Lineback  and  [J.  M.]  Muse  and  Lieu- 
tenant [Josiah  L.]  Bledsoe,  with  instructions  to  burn  and  destroy  the 
bridges  over  Big  Creek,  on  the  Iron  Mountain  and  Saint  Louis  Bailroad. 
They  found  a guard  stationed  at  the  point  indicated  of  250  or  300  men, 
whom  they  at  once  vigorously  attacked,  killing,  wounding,  and  cap- 
turing several,  and  succeeded  in  leaving  one  of  the  three  bridges  in 
flames.  This  detachment  afterward  rejoined  their  command  at  Bloom- 
field, having  accomplished  their  work  in  a dashing  manner. 

On  the  25th,  I received  dispatches  from  Carter  that  he  had  pursued 
McNeil  to  within  4 miles  of  Cape  Girardeau.  I immediately  ordered 
Shelby  to  make  a night  march  (some  30  miles)  to  Cape  Girardeau,  in 
order  to  form  a junction  with  Carter.  On  learning  the  Federal  forces 
were  in  the  fortifications,  I deemed  it  unwise  to  attack  and  storm  the 
place.  I so  informed  Colonel  Shelby,  and  ordered  him  on  the  Jackson 
and  Cape  Girardeau  road,  to  make  a demonstration  against  the  enemy, 
while  I withdrew  Carter  by  the  Bloomfield  road,  intending  to  unite  the 
columns  at  Jackson.  Shelby’s  demonstration  amounted  almost  to  an 
attack.  I deemed  it  necessary  to  bring  Carter’s  column  up  to  his  sup- 
port. I moved  rapidly  toward  Shelby’s  column,  and  on  arriving  found 
that  Shelby  had  driven  the  enemy’s  pickets  and  advanced  forces  into 
their  works;  that  the  enemy  were  admirably  posted,  possessing  great 
natural  advantages  in  position,  supported  by  four  large  forts  mounted 
with  heavy  guns,  field  artillery,  and  about  3,000  infantry  and  cavalry. 
As  soon  as  the  two  columns  had  united,  I withdrew  toward  and  en- 
camped them  around  Jackson. 

On  the  night  of  the  26th,  a force  of  about  3,500  cavalry  and  artillery, 
under  General  Yandever,  attacked  Newton’s  regiment,  who  were  en- 
camped on  the  Jackson  and  Fredericktown  road.  Newton’s  loss  was  2 
killed  and  6 or  8 wounded  or  captured. 

In  the  mean  time  McNeil  had  been  heavily  re-enforced  by  water. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  I found  myself  between  two  forces — Mc- 
Neil on  the  east  and  Yandever  on  the  west — either  outnumbering  my 
force,  and  both  prepared  to  attack  me  simultaneously.  At  daylight  I 
ordered  my  forces  in  retreat  southward  via  bridge  over  White  Water, 
Bloomfield,  and  crossing  of  Saint  Francis  at  Chalk  Bluff.  Yandever 
and  McNeil,  with  their  combined  force,  pursued  me.  My  effective  fight- 
ing force  did  not  exceed  3,500.  The  enemy  had  about  8,000 — 4,500  cav- 
alry, 3,500  infantry,  and  fifteen  pieces  of  artillery.  I anticipated  no  dam- 
age or  trouble  except  in  crossing  Saint  Francis  Biver,  which  was  much 
swollen,  rapid,  unbridged,  and  no  ferry-boats  on  it.  When  I commenced 
my  retreat,  I ordered  details  of  the  unarmed  and  non-effective  to  proceed 
rapidly  to  Chalk  Bluff,  under  charge  of  my  division  quartermaster,  to 
construct  rafts  for  crossing.  My  retreat  was  orderly  and  slow.  Yan- 
dever and  McNeil  did  not  seem  anxious  for  a fight.  Light  rear-guard 
fighting  was  of  daily  occurrence.  Shelby’s  or  Carter’s  brigades  were 
habitually  in  the  rear  and  always  did  their  duty.  On  several  occasions 
I offered  battle  when  the  advantages  in  position  were  greatly  in  my 
favor.  My  object  was  to  give  ample.time  to  the  bridge  party. 
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My  division  reached  Chalk  Bluff  the  evening  of  May  1.  I dismounted 
the  greater  part  of  my  command,  selected  a strong  position  about  4 miles 
from  the  crossing,  where  I formed  line  of  battle  to  resist  the  advance  of 
the  enemy  till  my  wagons,  horses,  and  artillery  had  crossed.  A little 
before  day  I quietly  withdrew  the  men,  and  by  sun-up  my  whole  com- 
mand was  safely  across.  The  pursuit  here  ceased. 

My  loss  in  the  expedition  is  some  30  killed,  GO  wounded,  and  120  miss- 
ing (stragglers),  perhaps  captured.  I gained  on  the  raid  about  150 
recruits  and  a great  improvement  in  the  number  and  quality  of  horses. 
The  Federal  loss  must  have  been  at  least  five  times  as  great  as  mine  in 
killed  and  wounded.  In  every  instance  when  he  made  the  attack  he 
was  repulsed. 

The  officers  and  men  deserve  special  mention  for  their  bravery,  steadi- 
ness, and  endurance.  At  no  time  were  they  in  the  least  demoralized, 
but  were  always  willing,  even  anxious,  to  fight. 

I submit  herewith  a report  of  the  brigade  commanders.  I will  for- 
ward as  soon  as  prepared  the  names  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing of  my  command ; also  a list  of  Federal  prisoners  paroled. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  S.  M ABM  AD  U KE , 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  W.  B.  Blair,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  Trans-Miss.,  Shreveport , La.,  June  4, 1863. 

Respectfully  forwarded.  The  expedition  under  General  Marmaduke 
into  Missouri  was  made  more  particularly  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of 
forage  in  Arkansas,  it  being  deemed  probable  that  he  would  be  able  to 
sustain  himself,  and  thereby  relieve  Arkansas  in  a great  degree  of  the 
large  amount  of  forage  it  was  supplying  the  army  in  that  section. 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 

ADDENDA. 

Return  of  Casualties  in  Marmaduke1 s cavalry  division  during  the  expedition. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  lists.] 


| Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

© 

Command. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers.  | 



Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

"S 

0 

(h 

fcf 

be 

<3 

Shelby’s  brigade: 

Gordon’s  regiment  . -t - 

2 

3 

10 

1 29 

44 

Jeans’  regiment  - 

1 

1 

9 

1 3 

14 

Thompson’s  FOgimonti 

1 

5 

! 10 

18 

Elliott’s  battalion 

2 

! 

2 

Collins’  battery  ...... ............ 

3 

6 

9 

Carter’s  brigade : 

19th  Texas  ( Bnrford’s) ...... ...... 

5 

1 

18 

9 

33 

21st  Texas  (Carter’s)  ................................ 

1 

5 

10 

1 1 

17 

Morgan’s  squadron  ..  - ....  

1 

3 



4 

Burbridge’s  brigade : 

Burbrido'e’s  regiment  ......................... 

1 

6 

TJpiwtnn ’s  rogimfvnt,*  

1 

2 

| 

5 

3 

11 

Kitchen’s  battniiftp  

2 

o 

4 

1 

Tot.nl  f 

1 

14 

12 

73 

| 61 

161 

* Lieut.  John  Edwards  accidentally  killed, 
t No  report  from  Greene’s  brigade. 
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No.  14. 

Report  of  Col.  G.  W.  Thompson , Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry  ( Confederate ), 
commanding  Shelbfs  brigade. 

Headquarters  Shelby’s  Brigade, 

May  15,  1863. 

Sir  : On  the  morning  of  April  18,  last,  while  General  Marmaduke’s 
cavalry  division  of  the  army  was  en  route  for  Missouri,  I received  orders 
from  Col.  Joseph  O.  Shelby  to  take  command  of  the  brigade  formerly 
commanded  by  himself,  and,  in  obedience  to  said  orders,  did  take  com- 
mand. I now  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  it  on  the  last  raid  made  into  Missouri : 

The  troops  composing  this  brigade  are  Lieutenant-Colonel  [B.  F.] 
Gordon’s,  Colonel  [Beal  G.]  Jeans’,  and  my  own  regiment,  with  Major 
Shanks’  battalion,  and  Captain  [R.  A.]  Collins’  battery  of  four  guns 
(two  Parrott  guns,  one  brass  and  one  iron  6-pounder),  the  effective 
force  numbering  about  1,250  men. 

Our  route  lay  over  a very  barren  country,  almost  destitute  of  provisions 
and  forage,  and  save  the  arresting  of  a number  of  the  enrolled  militia, 
nothing  of  importance  occurred  until  the  morning  of  the  20th,  when, 
after  a forced  march  and  to  within  some  8 miles  of  the  village  of  Patter- 
son, in  [Wayne]  County,  Missouri,  Maj.  D.  Shanks,  with  his  battalion, 
forming  the  advance  guard,  surprised,  and,  after  exchanging  a few  shots, 
captured  the  enemy’s  entire  picket  guard  of  8 men,  together  with  their 
arms  and  horses.  Here  Capt.  Reck  Johnson,  a good  and  gallant  man, 
was  severely  wounded.  Learning  there  was  but  one  picket  stand  be- 
tween us  and  the  town,  and  having  so  completely  surprised  their  pick- 
ets, and,  in  fact,  the  entire  country  through  which  we  passed,  a complete 
surprise  and  capture  of  the  Federal  fort  and  forces  was  deemed  certain. 
So  elated  were  the  troops  of  my  command  with  the  bright  prospects 
before  them,  they  moved  with  renewed  energy  and  determination. 

At  3 p.  m.  my  advance  arrived  to  within  3 miles  of  town,  and  to  our 
chagrin  and  supreme  annoyance  we  learned  the  enemy,  having  taken 
fright  from  some  cause  or  other,  had  set  fire  to  the  town,  and  in  terror 
fled  in  the  direction  of  Ironton.  Before  reaching  the  town  the  dense 
columns  of  smoke  but  too  plainly  told  the  information  received  to  be 
correct.  On  my  arrival,  I found  General  Marmaduke  and  the  division 
under  Colonel  Carter  occupying  the  place. 

On  the  following  morning,  with  my  brigade  in  the  rear,  we  crossed 
the  Saint  Francis  River,  en  route  for  Fredericktown,  Mo.,  which  place 
we  arrived  at  on  the  evening  of  the  22d,  surprising  the  place,  capturing 
the  bogus  “ Gamble  sheriff,”  telegraph  operator,  and  a number  of  the 
enrolled  tory  militia. 

On  the  night  of  the  23d,  a detachment  of  90  men,  under  Lieutenant 
| J.  L.]  Bledsoe,  of  Gordon’s  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  [J.  M.]  Wills, 
of  my  own  regiment  (now  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  [J.  C.j 
Hooper),  all  under  command  of  the  gallant  Captain  [J.  M.]  Muse,  of 
the  First  Regiment  Missouri  Infantry,  with  instructions  from  Colonel 
Shelby,  were  sent  on  an  expedition  to  the  Iron  Mountain  Railroad  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  certain  bridges  over  which  said  road  passed. 
This  I considered  truly  a hazardous  enterprise,  and  one  fraught  with 
njucli  peril  and  hardship,  as  the  country  through  which  they  would 
have  to  pass  was  filled  with  bodies  of  tory  militia,  and  all  the  bridges 
.guarded  by  large  bodies  of  infantry.  However,  after  an  absence  of 
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several  days  the  command  returned  and  reported  having  burned  the 
extensive  bridge  over  Mill  Creek  after  a spirited  fight,  in  which  the 
frightened  enemy  were  scattered  in  wild  confusion.  Our  loss  during 
this  expedition  was  1 killed  and  several  wounded;  that  of  the  enemy 
several  killed  and  many  wounded.  This  I consider  a most  daring 
adventure,  reflecting  great  credit  upon  both  oflicers  and  men. 

While  encamped  here  and  in  the  vicinity,  quite  a number  of  men  were 
recruited  for  the  service,  and  our  scouts  continued  to  bring  in  squads 
of  the  tory  militia,  who  were  generally  paroled  and  set  at  liberty. 

On  the  evening  of  the  25th,  we  again  took  up  the  line  of  march,  which 
was  continued  throughout  the  entire  night,  and,  as  red-eyed  morning 
peeped  out  of  the  cloud-curtained  window  of  the  east,  our  advance,  under 
Major  Shanks,  entered  the  sleeping  village  of  Old  Jackson.  Pushing  on 
to  a point  4 miles  from  town,  the  command  was  halted,  where  both  men 
and  horses  partook  of  a hasty  meal,  during  which  time  a heavy  fall  of 
rain  drenched  to  the  skin  my  weary  men. 

At  about  8 o’clock,  I received  orders  from  Colonel  Shelby  to  move  my 
command,  which  was  immediately  executed,  and,  when  arriving  within 
3 miles  of  Cape  Girardeau,  my  advance,  yet  under  command  of  Major 
Shanks,  encountered  and  drove  in,  at  a rapid  pace,  the  enemy’s  pickets, 
nor  gave  up  the  chase  until  the  enemy  opened  upon  them  with  shot  and 
shell  from  the  commanding  heights  encircling  and  overlooking  the  town. 
At  the  base  of  this  chain  of  hills,  the  sloping  sides  of  which  were  open 
fields,  over  which  ran  the  main  road,  I formed  my  command  in  line  of 
battle  in  the  following  order,  viz  : Forming  Major  Shanks’  battalion  to 
the  left  of  the  road,  and  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line,  with  his  left 
resting  upon  the  woods ; upon  his  right  rested  my  own  regiment,  while 
Captain  Collins’  battery  wheeled  into  line,  with  one  gun  in  the  road  and 
the  other  three  into  line  in  the  small  field  to  the  right;  Colonel  Jeans, 
with  his  regiment  dismounted,  formed  in  the  woods,  with  his  left  rest- 
ing upon  the  battery,  while  Colonel  Gordon,  with  his  regiment  also  dis- 
mounted, formed  the  extreme  right  of  my  lines.  Captain  Collins’  bat- 
tery, although  greatly  exposed  to  a cross-fire  from  the  enemy’s  heavy 
guns,  gallantly  maintained  its  position  and  thundered  forth  a reply 
searchingly  inquisitive.  The  roar  of  -artillery  now  became  constant. 
The  enemy’s  heavy  guns  from  the  forts  on  the  apex  of  the  hill  over- 
looking our  extreme  left  hurled  their  heavy  shot  and  screaming  shell 
furiously  at  our  little  battery,  but  with  no  other  effect  than  slightly 
wounding  3 men  and  killing  3 battery  horses.  The  enemy’s  skirmishers, 
occupying  the  woods  in  front  of  Colonels  Jeans’  and  Gordon’s  regiments, 
opened  upon  them  a brisk  fire,  but  were  almost  instantly  dislodged  by 
the  two  regiments  advancing  at  a charge,  driving  them,  in  wild  dis- 
order, across  the  open  field  and  behind  the  crest  of  the  hill.  Here  we 
captured  several  prisoners.  My  own  regiment,  having  been  dismounted, 
I now  ordered  around  into  position  on  Colonel  Gordon’s  right,. and 
moved  the  battery  to  a position  in  the  corner  of  the  woods  and  to  the 
right  of  my  regiment,  it  being  supported  on  the  right  by  Colonel  [ J.  Q.J 
Burbridge’s  brigade.  Again  the  firing  became  constant  and  terrific,  as 
if  the  momentary  lull  only  gave  strength  and  vigor  to  the  contest.  The 
enemy’s  forts  and  batteries  continued  to  play  upon  our  battery  for  more 
than  one  hour  without  intermission,  and  now  and  then  swept  the  woods 
with  shell  and  shot,  canister  and  grape,  while  the  Minie  balls  came 
hissing  a treble  to  the  music  of  the  roar. 

During  this  severe  contest,  Major  [Y.  H.]  Blackwell,  Adjutant  [John 
1ST.]  Edwards,  and  Lieutenant  [William  H.]  Ferrell,  of  Colonel  Gordon’s 
regiment,  and  Captain  [H.  M.J  Woodsmall,  of  Colonel  Jeans’  regiment, 
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fell,  severely  wounded,  while  gallantly  leading  and  encouraging  their 
men  upon  the  field.  My  loss  here  was  3 killed  and  35  wounded,  the  en- 
gagement lasting  about  two  and  one-half  hours,  when  I received  orders 
from  Colonel  Shelby  to  withdraw  my  forces,  which  was  done  quietly 
and  in  perfect  order. 

I may  be  permitted  to  remark  here,  in  my  judgment  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  have  taken  the  place  without  charging  it  in  force, 
and  to  have  done  this,  under  the  circumstances,  would  have  been  wanton 
butchery  and  slaughter.  And  here  would  I say,  with  a few  exceptions, 
no  body  of  men  ever  acted  with  more  coolness  or  bravery  than  did  the 
officers  and  men  o;i  this  occasion.  Every  movement  was  skillfully  ex- 
ecuted and  order  promptly  obeyed. 

Falling  back  without  annoyance,  my  command  encamped  for  the  night 
near  Old  Jackson,  and  on  the  following  morning  resumed  our  march, 
taking  the  Bloomfield  road. 

On  the  evening  of  the  28th,  my  command,  forming  the  rear  guard, 
crossed  the  Castor  Biver  by  fording,  it  being  very  deep  and  rising  from 
the  heavy  rains  of  the  day.  Here  we  found  a large  new  bridge  being 
constructed  and  an  old  pontoon  floating  moored  to  the  bank,  both  of 
which  we  completely  destroyed;  and  leaving  Captains  [D.  A.]  Williams 
and  [W.  P.]  Norman,  of  my  regiment,  and  Captain  [G . B.J  Webb,  of 
Jeans’  regiment,  with  their  companies,  under  command  of  Major  *[M. 
W.]  Smith,  of  my  regiment,  to  guard  the  crossing,  we  encamped  for 
the  night  2 miles  beyond. 

Early  the  next  morning,  learning  the  enemy  were  following  in  force, 
I determined  to  contest  their  passage  at  the  ford,  and  therefore  took  with 
me,  to  re-enforce  the  guards,  the  companies  of  m.y  regiment  commanded 
by  Captains  [John  C.]  Toney,  [Isham  J.]  West,  and  [John  T.]  Crisp,  and 
placed  them  at  such  points  as  I deemed  the  most  advantageous.  Be- 
fore reaching  the  river,  however,  the  advance  of  the  enemy  had  ap- 
proached and  opened  a brisk  fire  upon  the  guards,  which  was  promptly 
returned,  when  heavy  skirmishing  became  general  along  the  lines,  which 
continued  about  one  hour,  when  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  with  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  which  was  soon  increased  to  four,  and  with  which 
the  woods  skirting  the  bank  of  the  stream  in  which  my  men  lay  con- 
cealed were  raked  by  showers  of  grape  and  canister.  Major  [M.  W.] 
Smith,  having  formed  Captain  Toney’s  company  up  the  river  and  above 
the  upper  ford,  and  Captain  [D.  A.]  Williams  at  the  lower  ford,  with 
Captain  [G.  B.]  Webb  in  the  center,  held  Captain  [W.  P.]  Norman’s 
company  mounted  as  a reserve,  yet  warmly  engaged  during  most  of  the 
time.  In  this  position  we  continued  to  hold  our  ground  under  a most 
galling  fire,  repeatedly  driving  the  enemy  beyond  the  range  of  our  mur- 
derous fire  during  the  time.  The  enemy,  seemingly  in  a fit  of  desper- 
ation, ran  their  battery  upon  the  high  bank  overlooking  the  stream, 
when  a well-directed  fire  from  Captain  Toney’s  sharpshooters  drove 
them  in  dismay  out  of  sight,  leaving  several  of  their  battery  horses  dead 
upon  the  ground.  For  three  hours  the  contest  continued,  the  chivalrous 
Major  Smith,  with  the  gallant  officers  and  men  under  him,  continuing 
to  hold  the  fords,  when  I received  an  order  from  General  Marmaduko 
to  withdraw  my  forces  and  abandon  it,  which  was  done,  losing  only  1 
man,  dangerously  wounded  in  the  engagement.  Loss  of  the  enemy  not 
known. 

Moving  quietly  on,  I continued  with  the  rear  until  we  crossed  the 
bridge  near  Bloomfield,  which  I caused  to  be  torn  down  and  destroyed. 
On  my  arrival  at  Bloomfield,  it  having  been  determined  to  give  them 
battle,  a line  was  accordingly  formed,  my  brigade  dismounted  andoccu- 
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pying  the  central  and  front  positions  on  the  sloping  ridge  adjacent  to 

the  house  of  Mr. , in  the  suburbs  of  the  town,  and  commanding 

the  main  road,  or  entrance  thereto.  After  putting  out  flankers  to  the 
right  and  left,  and  skirmishers  and  sharpshooters  well  to  the  front, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  [John]  Thrailkill,  of  the  First  Missouri 
Cavalry,  First  Brigade,  and  near  the  bridge  just  destroyed,  we  patiently  I 
awaited  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  determined  to  win  a victory  upon  ; 
the  grounds  so  recently  deserted  by  the  criminal  outlaw  and  tory 
leader,  General  McNeil.  Thus  we  remained  until  late  in  the  evening, 
when  a body  of  the  enemy’s  advance  cavalry,  reconnoitering,  received  a 
well-directed  fire  from  our  sharpshooters,  emptying  several  saddles  and  j 
sending  off  their  horses  riderless.  A recall  from  their  bugles  relieved  t 
our  lines  from  further  annoyance  during  the  night.  My  command  lay 
in  line  of  battle  and  upon  their  arms  during  the  night,  and  until  10 
o’clock  the  next  day,  when,  the  enemy  studiously  avoiding  any  further  j 
demonstration,  and  in  obedience  to  orders,  I directed  my  brigade  to  i 
mount  their  horses,  and  once  more  took  up  the  line  of  march.  After 
withdrawing  my  skirmishers  and  sharpshooters,  the  enemy  furiously 
shelled  the  woods  recently  occupied  by  them,  but  made  no  further  dem-  * 
onstrations  until  the  morning  of  May  2,  when  a courier  brought  the  • 
intelligence  that  the  enemy  was  annoying  the  rear  guard  of  the  army. 
Coming  to  a broken  section  of  country,  it  was  determined  once  more  ' 
to  offer  them  battle,  but  before  the  line  of  battle  was  completed  it  was  I 
determined  to  move  on  to  a more  eligible  position,  as  being  nearer  and 
more  convenient  to  the  crossing  of  the  Saint  Francis  Biver.  My  com- 
mand having  moved  out,  and  just  as  the  rear  of  Colonel  Gordon’s  regi- 
ment was  passing  into  the  road,  a body  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  dashed 
into  Colonel  Carter’s  command,  driving  his  rear  guard  before  them  and 
firing  recklessly  as  they  came.  This  created  some  confusion,  which  was 
soon  allayed,  and  the  enemy,  with  considerable  loss,  driven  back  by 
Carter’s  command.  Halting  the  three  rear  companies  of  Colonel  Gor-  ! 
don’s  regiment,  commanded,  respectively,  by  Captains  [W.  S.]  Bullard 
and  [W.  R.]  Edwards,  and  Lieutenant  Bledsoe,  I formed  and  held  them  i 
as  a reserve  until  the  entire  army  had  passed,  when  the  enemy  again  1 
advanced,  and  after  exchanging  a heavy  fire  the  enemy  fell  back ; nor 
did  they  attempt  the  experiment  again.  My  loss  here  was  3 wounded, 

2 severely. 

Continuing  our  march  to  within  3 miles  of  the  river,  I again  received 
orders  to  form  my  command  in  line  of  battle,  which  was  promptly  done, 
they  being  dismounted  and  the  horses  sent  to  the  river  by  the  unarmed 
men,  to  be  crossed  over,  the  ordnance  and  baggage  wagons  having  gone 
on  in  front  of  the  army.  Placing  out  skirmishers  and  sharpshooters, 
we  again  awaited  their  coming.  Noon  passed  and  the  evening  wore  on 
to  near  its  wane,  when  a few  random  shots  in  the  distance  told  of  their 
cautious  approach.  Soon,  however,  the  firing  increased  in  the  advance 
of  my  center,  and  as  it  advanced  became  more  constant  and  determined, 
until  within  about  300  yards  of  my  lines,  when  it  became  severe  and 
obstinate.  Masking  Captain  Collins’  battery  behind  a small  body  of  cav- 
alry formed  across  the  road,  I anxiously  awaited  a dash  of  their  cavalry; 
but  finding  the  enemy  more  tender-footed  than  in  the  morning,  gave  up 
the  hope  of  a charge  by  them.  Here  Captain  Collins  opened  a scathing 
lire  upon  their  heavy  body  of  skirmishers  and  sharpshooters,  completely 
routing  and  scattering  them.  They  now  opened  upon  us  with  a few 
pieces  of  artillery,  but  none  of  my  command  being  in  the  tree-tops  no 
damage  was  done.  Captain  Collins  sending  a few  whistling  shots  from 
his  rifled  guns  and  shells  from  his  iron  and  brass  6s  in  close  proximity 
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to  their  battery,  they  withdrew,  it  is  supposed,  iu  supreme  disgust,  as 
nothing  further  was  heard  from  them  during  the  night.  With  nothing 
to  eat  since  early  morning,  we  remained  iu  line  of  battle  until  night, 
when  the  stillness  became  almost  oppressive.  About  midnight  the  guns 
from  our  battery,  one  by  one,  silently  withdrew ; then  regiment  after 
regiment  followed  so  silently  the  drowsy  ear  of  night  was  scarcely  dis- 
turbed. Upon  arriving  at  the  river,  my  command  marched  over  upon  a 
floating  raft  or  pontoon  which  had  been  improvised  for  the  occasion, 
and  by  3 a.  m.  my  entire  command  was  safely  over. 

At  about  10  o’clock,  our  battery  firing  them  a farewell  shot,  my  com- 
mand moved  off,  leaving  them  alone  in  their  glory.  They  did  not  pur- 
sue us  with  the  spirit  and  determination  of  brave  men  fighting  in  a just 
cause,  but  prowled  in  the  rear  of  our  army  like  a band  of  wolves  and 
jackals. 

Nothing  further  of  importance  occurred  until  the  morning  of  the  6th, 
when  my  command  entered  the  almost  impenetrable  swamps  through 
which  the  Cache  Eiver  winds  its  devious,  sluggish,  sickly  way.  Day 
after  day,  in  mud  and  water,  with  artillery,  baggage,  and  ammunition 
wagons  mired  down,  and  horses  and  mules  floundering  in  exhaustion, 
did  my  men  and  animals  toil  and  struggle,  when,  after  three  days  of 
untold  trials  and  hardships,  the  entire  command  emerged  from  this 
wilderness  of  mud  and  disease-generating  miasma  more  like  an  army  of 
denizens  of  a semi-amphibio  subterranean  wrorld  than  one  of  men  and 
animals. 

As  nothing  further  of  importance  occurred  on  our  march  to  the  pres- 
ent encampment,  and  this  report  having  assumed  a frightful  length,  1 
will  close  it  by  respectfully  referring  you  to  the  inclosed  reports  from 
the  several  commands  composing  my  brigade  for  a more  detailed  ac- 
count of  the  parts  taken  by  them. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  noble,  self-sacri- 
ficing, and  chivalrous  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  command, 
and,  with  a few  exceptions  of  wanton  cowardice,  which  you  will  find 
reported  in  the  inclosed  reports,  no  body  of  men  ever  acted  more  gal- 
lantly. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  THOMPSON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Briqade. 

Capt.  [W.  J.J  McArthur, 

Assistant  Adjutant - Genera  l. 


No.  15. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  M.  Muse,  First  Missouri  Infantry  ( Confederate ). 

Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

Jacksonport , Ark.,  May  14,  1863. 

Captain  : According  to  orders  received  from  headquarters  Shelby’s 
)rigade,  I left  Frederick  town,  Mo.,  on  the  night  of  April  21,  with  a 
letachment  of  90  men  of  your  command,  and  also  3 commissioned  offi- 
cers, viz,  Captain  [W.  T.]  Lineback,  Burbridge’s  regiment,  Lieutenant 
Josiah  L.]  Bledsoe,  Gordon’s  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  [J.  M.J  Wills, 
Thompson’s  regiment,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  some  portion  of  the 
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Saint  Louis  and  Iron  Mountain  Railroad.  We  left  Fredericktown  at 
12  o’clock  at  night,  and  proceeded  toward  Farmington.  At  5 o’clock  in 
the  morning,  we  stopped,  fed  our  horses,  and  rested  for  two  hours,  and 
proceeded  in  direction  of  Farmington.  We  traveled  through  the  woods 
and  by-roads  until  we  got  in  the  vicinity  of  Farmington,  when,  through 
a fault  of  my  guide,  we  entered  a public  place  called  Valley  Forge,  ou 
the  Ironton  and  Saint  Genevieve  plank  road.  This  was  the  first  place 
we  were  seen,  being  discovered  by  the  enemy.  We  found  some  few 
enrolled  militia,  some  of  whom  escaped ; the  balance  we  captured  and 
turned  loose  on  parole  of  honor,  not  having  time  to  retain  them  as  pris- 
oners, knowing  that  our  men  had  been  discovered.  It  being  important 
that  we  should  travel  as  rapidly  as  possible,  we  went  night  and  day, 
avoiding  all  public  roads,  impressing  our  pilots  as  we  went,  until  we 
got  within  1 mile  of  the  Big  River  Bridge,  which  we  had  anticipated  at- 
tacking, but  when  arriving  within  a short  distance  of  said  bridge  I found 
that  it  was  strongly  guarded  by  250  infantry  and  a section  of  artillery. 
Knowing  that  there  would  be  an  improbability  of  our  success  at  that 
point,  1 thought  it  best  to  make  an  attack  on  some  other  portion  of  the 
road,  so  we  proceeded  south  3 miles  to  what  is  known  as  Mill  Creek 
Bridges,  which  consists  of  three  bridges  of  100  to  150  feet  in  length,  and 
all  being  within  300  yards  of  each  other.  When  we  got  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  bridges,  we  halted  the  command  in  an  obscure  hollow  be- 
tween two  mountains,  and  Captain  Lineback  and  myself  went  to  the 
summit  of  the  mountain  on  the  east  side  of  the  road,  which  overlooked 
those  bridges,  to  ascertain  the  strength  and  position  of  the  enemy  guard- 
ing those  bridges.  When  we  arrived  at  our  place  of  reconnaissance,  we 
found ’that  the  bridges  were  situated  as  follows:  Mill  Creek  runs  due 
north  and  south  at  this  point  and  empties  into  Big  River  3 miles  north 
of  the  aforesaid  bridges.  When  we  got  to  the  point  overlooking  those 
bridges,  we  saw  that  there  were  about  250  guarding  the  north  bridge,  50 
guarding  the  south  bridge,  and  about  50  guarding  the  middle  bridge. 
We  saw  they  were  not  expecting  an  attack  at  that  time,  although  they 
had  not  expected  it  the  night  previous  (this  was  on  the  evening  of  April 
24).  I saw  there  was  no  chance  to  dismount  my  men  and  make  an  at- 
tack without  being  discovered,  and  if  so,  I knew  it  would  be  a failure, 
as  there  were  two  block- houses— one  at  the  north  and  one  at  the  south 
bridge — so  I knew  that  our  only  success  would  be  to  surprise  them  and 
keep  them  stampeded  until  we  could  fire  one  bridge  and  cut  the  tele- 
graph wire.  There  was  one  cut  in  the  mountain  which  entered  the 
creek  valley  about  60  yards  from  and  opposite  the  center  bridge,  which 
was  the  only  place  we  could  make  a charge  on  them  mounted,  so  we 
quietly  moved  down  the  ravine  until  within  100  yards  of  the  bridge, 
when  we  heard  the  whistle  of  a train  coming  from  Ironton  going  in  the 
direction  of  Saint  Louis.  We  took  advantage  of  that,  and  just  as  this 
train  had  passed  the  middle  bridge,  while  their  attention  was  drawn  to 
that,  we  made  a charge  on  the  bridge  guards  and  succeeded  in  stam- 
peding them  from  and  through  the  bridges.  When  we  charged  on  the 
middle  bridge,  we  captured  16  privates  and  2 lieutenants  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Missouri  Infantry.  As  soon  as  we  had  taken  the  bridge,  I 
ordered  the  bridge  fired  and  the  telegraph  cut,  which  was  done  with 
dispatch.  At  the  same  time  I was  so  much  interested  about  the 
destruction  of  the  bridge  and  the  telegraph  that  I forgot  to  send  the 
prisoners  to  the  rear. 

In  about  half  an  hour  after  we  had  taken  possession  of  the  bridge 
those  guards  from  the  upper  and  lower  bridges  got  around  on  the  west 
side  of  the  mountains  overlooking  those  bridges  on  the  west  side  of  the 
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road,  and  formed,  marched  up  in  line  of  battle,  and  obtained  a position 
overlooking  us,  being  a perpendicular  height  of  300  feet,  giving  us  a 
very  severe  fire.  Seeing  there  was  no  chance  to  get  at  them,  and  that 
it  was  everlasting  destruction  to  us,  I ordered  my  men  to  retreat,  but 
not  until  I had  2 men  killed  and  6 wounded  (4  severely),  12  horses  killed 
and  disabled.  I carried  off  all  my  wounded  and  some  of  the  small-arms, 
such  as  guns,  pistols,  and  one  officer’s  sword,  but  had  to  abandon  the 
prisoners  we  had  previously  taken.  I then  learned  that  there  had  been 
a force  of  2,000  cavalry  sent  out  from  Ironton  to  capture  me  and  my 
party,  and  it  was  their  intention  to  intercept  me  in  the  vicinity  of 
Farmington.  I would  say,  however,  when  we  left  the  bridge  it  was 
well  fired,  and  some  hundred  yards  of  the  telegraph  wire  cut  to  pieces. 
I am  well  satisfied,  and  so  is  every  man  that  was  in  my  command,  that 
the  bridge  was  destroyed.  When  we  started  back,  we  traveled  night 
and  day,  only  stopping  to  feed  about  once  every  twenty-four  hours. 
We  suffered  much  from  want  of  sleep  and  fatigue.  On  our  return  we 
traveled  through  the  woods  and  by-roads  all  the  way.  When  we  got 
within  about  5 miles  of  Farmington  (east),  we  came  on  a party  of  about 
300  Federals.  We  formed  in  line  of  battle,  but  before  they  got  within 
range  I concluded  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  fight  them,  as  they  had 
other  forces  which  would  soon  concentrate  and  destroy  us ; so  just  as 
the  enemy  were  making  preparations  to  charge  us,  I ordered  my  little 
band  to  scatter  and  concentrate  some  miles  south  of  that.  This  was  on 
the  eve  of  the  26th. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27 th,  by  10  o’clock,  we  had  all  got  together, 
except  two,  who  had  stopped  at  their  homes.  This  brought  us  within 
about  12  miles  of  where  we  had  last  heard  of  your  command.  We  then 
felt  as  though  we  were  out  of  the  lion’s  den,  but  such  proved  not  to  be 
the  case,  for  when  we  got  within  2 miles  of  Patton,  I learned  your  com- 
mand had  left  the  evening  before  in  the  direction  of  Cape  Girardeau. 
At  that  time  we  could  distinctly  hear  firing  in  that  direction,  and  also 
learned  that  the  enemy  was  again  in  my  front,  passing  through  Patton, 
following  up  your  command,  which  force  I learned  to  be  about  3,000 
strong.  I halted  in  a secreted  place,  and  waited  until  they  had  all 
passed ; then  I crossed  the  road  immediately  in  their  rear  and  made  in 
direction  of  Dallas.  When  I reached  Dallas  I learned  your  pickets  had 
been  on  the  Dallas  and  Jackson  road  the  day  before ; so  I got  an  old, 
reliable  citizen  to  carry  a dispatch  for  me,  and  ordered  him  to  report 
by  12  o’clock  that  night ; but  he  did  not  return,  so  I took  it  for  granted 
you  were  farther  south ; so  I made  in  direction  of  Bloomfield.  About  2 
o’clock  the  same  evening  I came  to  the  Bloomfield  and  Cape  Girardeau 
road,  and  ascertained  your  rear  guard  had  been  gone  about  two  hours 
previous  j so  we  rode  rapidly  and  overtook  you  when  you  were  crossing 
the  Castor  River,  near  Bloomfield. 

I can  say  with  pleasure  that  both  officers  and  men  under  my  command 
acted  most  gallantly.  Captain  Lineback,  of  Burbridge’s  regiment,  gal- 
lantly led  the  charge  when  we  attacked  the  bridge.  Private  Robert  N. 
Hagood,  Company  C,  Gordon’s  regiment,  and  some  men  besides,  whose 
names  I am  unable  to  record,  made  a great  display  of  bravery  and  dar- 
ing. The  reason  I cannot  give  their  names,  I was  not  furnished  with  a 
list  with  the  details.  I hope  to  be  able  to  do  so  soon. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  M.  MUSE, 
Captain,  Commanding  Detachment. 

Captain  [W.  J.]  McArthur, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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No.  16. 

Report  of  Col.  John  Q.  Burbridge , Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry  ( Confederate ), 

commanding  brigade. 

Brigade  Headquarters, 

Camp  at  Burden’s  Mill , 16  miles  from  Jacksonport , May  12, 1863. 

Major  : Inclosed  I send  you  a detailed  statement  of  the  part  my  \ 
brigade  bore  in  the  expedition  into  Missouri.  It  is  a plain  statement  of 
facts,  and  can  be  hardly  considered  as  an  official  report.  I send  a list 
of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.* 

I have  sent  Captain  Beves’  company  west  of  Black  Biver,  with  in- 
structions to  camp  in  the  vicinity  of  Powhatan.  He  will  scout  in  the 
direction  of  Pitman’s  Ferry  and  Thomasville,  Mo.  He  is  also  instructed 
to  thoroughly  picket  the  country,  to  guard  against  any  surprise  of  the 
enemy.  My  pickets  are  placed  between  Black  Biver  and  Cache  Swamp. 

I will  send  scouts  east  of  the  river.  As  yet  I have  received  no  infor- 
mation from  Colonel  [S.  G.]  Kitchen  concerning  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  in  that  direction.  1 will  write  him,  in  accordance  with  your  in- 
structions, and  get  all  the  information  he  possesses.  But  Colonel  Kitchen 
informed  me  that  he  was  ordered  to  report  directly  to  Brigadier-Genera) 
Marmaduke,  and,  of  course,  any  information  he  will  give  me  will  be 
voluntarily  given. 

If  Colonel  Kitchen  was  ordered  to  report  to  me,  I could  then  keep 
Colonel  Shelby  perfectly  advised  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  I 
have  established  my  headquarters  at  Burden’s  Mill,  16  miles  from 
Jacksonport.  I suppose  I can  get  forage  to  keep  us  between  two  and 
three  weeks,  by  hauling  6 or  7 miles. 

I have  no  paroled  prisoners ; all  the  prisoners  captured  by  my  com- 
mand were  turned  over  to  Colonel  Shelby’s  brigade. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  Q.  BUBBBIDGE, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Marmaduke’ s Division , Jacksonport. 

[Inclosure.] 

Brigade  Headquarters, 

Camp  at  Burden’s  Mill , May  11,  1863. 

Major  : In  obedience  to  General  Orders,  No. , division  headquar- 

ters, I herewith  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  my  brigade  bore 
in  the  late  expedition  into  Missouri : 

On  April  14,  orders  were  received  to  immediately  prepare  my  com- 
mand for  active  service.  I obeyed  this  order  by  sending  train,  baggage, 
&c.,  to  the  rear,  and  providing  each  of  my  companies,  in  addition  to  the 
regimental  train  allowed,  with  one  pack  mule,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying such  cooking  utensils  as  could  be  conveniently  transported. 

On  Friday  morning,  the  17th,  I moved,  marching  25  miles  in  a northerly 
direction,  and  camping  on  a small  creek  in  Oregon  County,  Missouri. 

The  next  morning  I resumed  the  march,  expecting  to  form  a junction 
with  Colonel  [Joseph  O.]  Shelby,  to  whom  I had  been  ordered  to  report, 
at  Williams’  Creek.  Owing,  however,  to  the  scarcity  of  forage,  Colonel 
Shelby  had  already  started,  leaving  me  to  march  in  his  rear  through  a 
country  known  as  the  Wilderness.  After  marching  28  miles , I was  com- 
pelled to  halt  and  encamp  without  obtaining  a particle  of  forage  for  my 
horses. 


See  revised  statement,  p.  288. 
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The  next  day  1 crossed  Current  Eiver  at  YanBuren,  camping  22  miles 
south  of  Patterson,  which  place  I reached  the  next  evening,  learning,  how- 
ever, that  the  garrison  occupying  the  place  had  retreated,  burning  their 
quartermaster’s  and  commissary  stores.  Lieutenant-Colonel  [William 
J.J  Preston,  with  three  companies  of  my  regiment,  was  here  ordered  to 
report  to  Colonel  [George  W.]  Carter,  commanding  Texas  brigade  of  cav- 
alry, he  having  been  sent  to  attack  Brigadier- General  [John]  McNeil’s 
forces  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.  This  part  of  my  command  did  not  report  to 
me  again  until  our  forces  fell  back  from  Cape  Girardeau. 

I again  resumed  the  march  from  Patterson,  moving  in  the  direction 
of  Fredericktown,  and  encamped  within  12  miles  of  that  place,  and  en- 
tered the  town  next  day  at  12  b’clock,  but  found  no  enemy. 

On  the  evening  of  the  25th,  I received  orders  to  move  on  the  Cape 
Girardeau  road,  which  I obeyed,  passing  through  Jackson  about  day- 
light. At  10  o’clock  we  reached  the  city  and  made  preparations  to 
attack  it.  By  Colonel  Shelby’s  order  I formed  my  brigade  in  line  of 
battle  upon  his  right,  occupying  a position  that  completely  protected  my 
men  from  the  artillery  of  the  enemy,  and  at  th^e  same  time  placing  me 
in  supporting  distance  from  his  battery.  An  artillery  duel  of  an  hour 
and  a half  duration  was  here  kept  up  on  either  side,  the  enemy  shower- 
ing their  shot  and  shell  upon  us,  but  doing  little  execution  on  account 
of  our  protected  position.  My  loss  here  was  only  7 wounded,  2 danger- 
ously. Lieut.  G.  B.  Gilmore,  of  Company  D,  and  acting  adjutant  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Preston’s  regiment,  was  slightly  wounded  in  the 
ankle. 

About  12  o’clock  I received  an  order  from  Colonel  Shelby  to  withdraw 
my  force,  it  being  Brigadier- General  Marmaduke’s  intention  to  make 
only  a demonstration,  and  not  to  assault  the  place.  I then  moved  my 
command  upon  the  Jackson  road,  and  encamped  about  dark  4 miles  be- 
yond that  place,  upon  the  road  leading  to  Dallas.  Before  I could  post 
my  pickets, and,  in  fact,  before  I had  fairly  encamped,  a company  belong- 
ing to  Colonel  [R.  C.]  Newton’s  regiment,  which  had  unaccountably  en- 
camped some  300  yards  from  the  regiment,  was  attacked  by  the  enemy 
and  scattered.  This  company  lost  6 men  killed,  wounded,  and  missing, 
and  almost  the  whole  of  their  horses.  I immediately  formed  the  bri- 
gade on  foot,  and  awaited  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  whom  I rightly 
conjectured  to  be  in  force,  sending  the  train  to  Jackson.  Colonel  Preston 
was  here  ordered  to  dislodge  a small  foree  of  the  enemy  posted  on  the 
road  between  my  camp  and  Jackson,  which  was  done  without  loss.  Not 
being  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  country  to  attempt  an  advance 
upon  the  enemy,  whose  strength  and  locality  I was  totally  ignorant  of, 
I ordered  Colonel  Newton  to  retire  with  his  regiment  toward  Jackson, 
and  form  his  line  1 mile  west  of  town,  and  Colonel  Preston  was  ordered 
to  form  his  line  of  battle  near  the  junction  of  the  Dallas  and  Fred- 
ericktown roads,  and  to  resist  any  movement  of  the  enemy  from  that 
quarter. 

At  3 o’clock  the  next  morning  an  order  was  received  from  Brigadier- 
General  Marmaduke  to  withdraw  my  command  to  Jackson.  I imme- 
diately did  so,  leaving,  however,  a picket  force  to  cover  my  rear,  which 
an  hour  after  I had  left  was  attacked  and  driven  into  town. 

The  march  southward  from  Jackson  for  several  days,  as  far  as  my 
command  is  concerned,  p resents  nothing  worthy  of  consideration.  The 
enemy,  however,  were  pressing  our  rear,  and  frequent  skirmishes  were 
engaged  in,  which,  owing  to  the  position  the  brigade  occupied,  were 
more  frequently  heard  than  engaged  in.  Once,  however,  the  rear  guard 
gave  way  and  was  forced  back  upon  the  command  without  giving 
sufficient  warning  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  This  for  a time 


298  MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 

threw  my  brigade  into  disorder,  but  the  men  were  promptly  rallied  by 
their  officers,  and  formed  in  line  ready  to  resist  the  apjiroach  of  the  * 
enemy.  The  enemy  was,  however,  gallantly  repulsed  by  the  Texans, 
under  command  of  Colonel  Carter. 

After  my  brigade  had  passed  Bloomfield,  I received  orders  to  march 
back  to  the  town  and  .form  upon  the  right  of  Colonel  Shelby,  and  to  re- 
sist the  farther  advance  of  the  enemy.  A heavy  skirmishing  was  soon 
begun  in  front,  and  kept  up  till  dark.  No  firing  was  heard  during  the 
night,  though  my  scouts  reported  to  me  continually  that  the  enemy  was 
making  a flank  movement  upon  my  right,  which  would  have  given  him 
possession  of  a hill  that  commanded  our  whole  position. 

1 was  ordered  next  morning  to  move  iti  the  direction  of  Chalk  Bluff. 
When  within  2 miles  of  that  point,  I received  orders  to  dismount  my 
men,  and  to  send  horses  and  train  across  the  river,  and  to  march  the 
infantry  thus  dismounted  back  a short  distance  to  a position  that  had 
been  selected  for  fighting.  The  position  assigned  me  was  on  the  left  of 
Colonel  Shelby’s  brigade,  my  left  resting  on  an  open  field.  Not  willing 
to  expose  the  men  any  more  than  necessary,  I ordered  temporary  breast- 
works to  be  made,  which  would  have  effectually  protected  them  from 
the  musketry  of  the  enemy.  The  enemy  soon  commenced  a vigorous 
shelling,  remarkable  for  its  accuracy,  the  shells  passing  directly  over 
my  lines,  within  2 feet  of  the  ground. 

At  2 o’clock  at  night  I received  orders  to  withdraw  my  forces  with  the 
utmost  secrecy  and  dispatch,  and  to  leave  my  skirmishers  in  front  to 
resist  any  night  advauce  of  the  enemy.  The  brigade  was  safely  crossed 
to  the  south  side  of  the  Saint  Francis  Biver,  and  occupied  a position 
above  the  bluff  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  which  completely  commanded 
the  road  leading  to  the  bridge.  I here  received  orders  to  march  the 
brigade  upon  the  Gainesville  road  and  encamp  until  further  orders, 
leaving,  however,  my  sharpshooters  upon  the  river,  subject  to  Brigadier- 
General  Marmaduke’s  order. 

Subsequent  events  would  be  but  a detailed  list  of  short  rations,  hard 
marches  through  swamps,  &c.,  in  no  way  worthy  of  mention,  save  for 
the  cheerfulness  with  which  the  men  under  me  endured  those  hardships. 

In  conclusion,  major,  I would  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  both  offi- 
cers and  men  of  this  command  for  the  bravery  which,  with  but  few  ex- 
ceptions, they  have  displayed  upon  the  battle-field,  and  for  the  unflinch- 
ing fortitude  with  which  they  endured  every  hardship. 

I would  take  this  occasion  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  Colonels 
Newton  and  Preston  for  the  co  operation  and  assistance  they  gave  me 
in  carrying  out  all  orders  received. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

‘ JNO.  Q.  BUKBRIDGE, 

Colonel , Commanding , &c. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Jaclcsonport , Arl\ 


No.  17. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  8.  G.  Kitchen , Missouri  Cavalry  Battalion  (Con- 
federate.) 

Camp  Sugar  Creek,  Ark.,  May  7,  1863. 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  a report  of  the  operations  of  my  battalion 
since  its  organization  on  April  9,  1863,  in  Greene  County,  Arkansas,  by 
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the  election  of  a lieutenant-colonel  and  major,  eight  companies  partici- 
pating in  said  election. 

I immediately  assumed  command,  and  on  the  10th  marched  northward 
toward  Chalk  Bluff,  with  the  intention  of  co-operating  with  Lieut.  Col. 
W.  J.  Preston,  who  was  on  duty  with  several  hundred  men  from  your 
command  at  that  time  in  this  portion  of  the  State.  Having  formed  a 
junction  with  Colonel  Preston,  to  resist  a force  of  the  enemy  which  was 
reported  crossing  the  Saint  Francis  River  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
raid  into  Arkansas,  and  Colonel  Preston  suddenly  and  unexpectedly 
retreating,  I was  compelled  to  retire  with  the  force  then  at  my  disposal 
(about  100  men)  before  a superior  force  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  some 
400  cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery. 

My  battalion  then  encamped  7 miles  from  Gainesville,  where  it  re- 
mained until  the  morning  of  the  20th,  when  it  inarched  to  Chalk  Bluff. 

1 had  learned,  from  my  scouts,  of  an  encampment  of  about  60  Federals 
at  or  near  the  Bluff,  and  determined  to  surprise  and  capture  it,  if  pos- 
sible. Arriving  at  the  Bluff  after  dark,  I left  my  horses  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  river,  and,  crossing  my  men  over  in  a canoe,  attacked  the 
enemy  at  daylight  with  100  men,  and  succeeded  in  completely  surprising 
and  routing  the  camp,  a majority  of  the  enemy  escaping  so  rapidly  and 
hurriedly  they  stampeded  Irom  their  tents.  The  fruits  of  our  victory 
consisted  of  18  tents,  60  horses,  10  mules,  2 wagons,  blankets,  clothing, 
cooking  utensils,  &c.,  and  23  prisoners,  including  in  the  number  Capt. 
Richard  M.  Hulse,  of  McNeil’s  regiment,  Gamble  militia.  The  enemy 
lost  3 or  4 killed  and  about  the  same  number  wounded.  Our  loss  was 

2 killed  and  2 wounded. 

On  the  same  day  (21st),  I recrossed  the  Saint  Francis  and  marched  to 
my  old  camp  near  Gainesville,  and  from  which  place  I sent  the  prisoners 
to  Little  Rock  under  a guard  of  20  men. 

Having  learned  of  your  movements  in  a letter  to  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jeff. 
Thompson,  I marched  my  command  to  Chalk  Bluff  and  reported  for 
duty.  A portion  of  my  force  was  detailed  to  assist  in  building  the 
bridge,  auother  in  scouting  and  picketing  on  each  side  of  the  Saint 
Francis,  and  the  remainder  of  my  available  troops  were  ordered  to 
blockade  Taylors  Slough,  which  they  accomplished  on  the  morning  of 
May  2.  The  battalion  moved  from  Chalk  Bluff  with  your  column,  and 
is  now  on  duty  guarding  the  northern  frontier  and  performing  other 
duties  under  your  late  orders. 

S.  G.  KITCHEN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Battalion  Missouri  Volunteers. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke. 


No.  18. 

Reports  of  Col.  George  W.  Carter , Twenty -first  Texas  Cavalry , command- 
ing brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Column,  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

April  22,  1863 — 8 a.  m. 

Major:  I am  nowj  with  my  brigade  and  Preston’s  detachment  and 
Reves’  company,  on  the  road  between  Greenville  and  Bloomfield,  8 
miles  from  the  Mingo  Swamp  and  30  miles  from  Bloomfield.  The  Saint 
Francis  was  flooded,  the  boats  gone,  and  great  difficulty  was  found  in 
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crossing  the  trains.  Greene’s  brigade  could  not  get  farther  than  Green- 
ville, owing  to  the  river,  and  was  ordered  to  cross  early  this  morning.  I 
have  ordered  up  his  cavalr  y and  artillery,  with  all  possible  speed,  to  this 
point.  Have  sent  back  to  him  32  of  my  best  mules,  to  enable  him  to  make 
dispatch.  The  enemy  have  a picket  of  200  at  Mingo  Ford,  and  Mingo 
is  swimming  and  the  boats  gone.  I am  pressing  teams,  and  shall  find 
some  difficulty  in  crossing  the  stream.  I propose  to  leave  the  train  well 
guarded  at  a x>oint  on  this  side,  leaving  also  my  unarmed  men,  and  then, 
pushing  on  to  the  point  directed  in  your  orders,  taking  all,  except  the 
guard,  with  me.  I believe  I can  capture  the  pickets  and  surprise  tire 
enemy  by  crossing  a few  miles  above.  The  animals  have  suffered  greatly 
by  the  forced  marches  and  lack  of  forage.  I have  found  forage  at  this 
point.  If  the  train  is  left,  it  will  be  directed  to  move  to  a point  and  by 
a route  of  little  danger  to  rejoin  me.  I do  not  propose  to  leave  my  am- 
munition. I am  hopeful  that  my  column  will  give  a good  account  of 
itself.  I will  report  to  you  again  to-morrow.  A dispatch  will  find  me 
between  Bloomfield  and  Mingo  Swamp. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  CARTER, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

Major  [Henry]  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Carter’s  Brigade, 

In  the  Field , Arkansas , May  5,  1863. 

Major  : By  Special  Orders,  No.  — , I was  assigned  command  of  the 
second  column,  M’armaduke’s  division,  composed  of  Carter’s  and  Greene’s 
brigades,  with  instructions  to  move  with  all  dispatch  via  Doniphan  to 
Patterson,  so  as  to  make  a junctiou  with  the  first  column,  under  Colonel 
[Joseph  O.]  Shelby,  at  the  latter  place.  I collected  the  brigade  and  as- 
sumed command  at  Doniphan,  moving  toward  Patterson  on  the  morn- 
ing of  April  18,  on  the  State  road  to  Ironton. 

I arrived  with  the  column  in  30  miles  of  Patterson  on  the  19th.  A 
detachment,  consisting  of  the  Twenty -first  Texas  Cavalry,  one  section 
Pratt’s  battery,  and  Captain  [Timothy]  Reves’  Partisan  company,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  [D.  C.]  Giddings,  made  a forced  march 
to  Patterson,  starting  at  11  o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  19th,  moving  by 
the  lower  road,  and  the  rest  of  the  column,  under  Colonel  [Colton]  Greene 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Benjamin  W.]  Watson,  moved  at  daybreak  by 
the  upper  road  toward  the  same  point. 

The  detachment  under  Colonel  Giddings  surprised  and  captured  the 
enemy’s  picket,  12  miles  from  Patterson,  on  the  morning  of  the  20th ; 
picket  consisted  of  1 commissioned  officer,  2 sergeants,  and  22  privates. 
Colonel  Giddings  then  proceeded,  reaching  Patterson  at  1 o’clock,  meet- 
ing the  enemy  (supposed  to  be  between  800  and  1,000  strong)  3 miles 
south  of  Patterson,  routing  them  and  driving  them  toward  Ironton. 

The  larger  portion  of  the  public  property  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
was  burned  by  them  before  retreating ; nevertheless,  a large  amount  of 
quartermaster’s  and  commissary  stores  were  secured  and  turned  over. 

In  the  several  engagements,  Lieut.  P.  W.  Connell,  Company  F, 
Twenty-first  Texas,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  shoulder ; 3 privates 
slightly  wounded ; none  killed  or  missing.  The  loss  of  the  enemy,  from 
the  best  information  at  hand,  was  100  killed,  19  wounded,  and  38  pris- 
oners, including  1 major,  1 captain,  and  2 lieutenants. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  21^t,  I received  orders  to  proceed  with  my  col- 
umn and  attack  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Bloomfield.  High  water 
in  the  Saint  Francis  and  Mingo  retarded  my  march,  so  that  1 did  not 
reach  Bloomfield  with  the  entire  command  until  the  evening  of  the  23d. 

In  the  meanwhile  Lieutenant-Colonel  [W.  J.]  Preston,  of  Burbridge’s 
command,  moved  on  Bloomfield,  capturing  a considerable  amount  of 
commissary  stores  and  corn. 

The  enemy,  under  General  [John]  McNeil,  had  left  Bloomfield  and 
gone  toward  Jackson  on  the  evening  of  the  21st,  leaving  a strong  picket 
with  block-house  fortification  at  White  Water  Bridge,  on  the  Cape  Gir- 
ardeau road. 

At  12  o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  23d,  the  column  was  moved  toward 
Cape  Girardeau.  I moved,  with  my  escort,  10  miles  in  advance  of  the 
column,  intending  to  surprise  the  picket,  distant  some  35  miles  from 
Bloomfield.  When  within  3 miles  of  the  bridge,  a detachment,  consist- 
ing of  Eeves’  company  (under  Lieutenant  [B.  A.]  Johnson)  and  Texas 
brigade  (under  Captain  [John  S.]  Carrington,  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral of  Carter’s  brigade),  was  ordered  to  iiroceed  by  Williams’  Ferry 
to  intercept  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  and  attack  them  in  the  rear.  The 
enemy’s  force  consisted  of  Company  G (Captain  [S.  V.]  Shipman),  First 
Wisconsin  Cavalry.  They  fought  bravely;  were  57  strong.  Of  this 
number  40  were  destroyed,  either  killed,  captured,  or  wounded.  Among 
the  number  wounded  and  captured  was  Captain  Shipman.  We  captured 
also  the  train,  tents,  and  25  horses.  My  loss  was  4 wounded,  including 
Lieutenant  [H.  C.]  Sloan,  of  Keves’  company. 

The  column  reached  YVhite  Water  Bridge  at  4 o’clock.  McNeil  was 
reported  at  Jackson,  10  miles  from  Cape  Girardeau.  Hoping  to  cut  off 
bis  retreat  from  Jackson  and  force  an  engagement,  Colonel  Greene  was 
ordered  to  move  his  brigade  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  at  3 o’clock, 
toward  Cape  Girardeau.  From  some  cause  the  order  was  not  promptly 
obeyed,  and  my  column  did  not  reach  the  point  contemplated  until  4 
o’clock  on  the  25th. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  had  retreated  from  Jackson  and  taken 
refuge  behind  his  fortifications  at  Cape  Girardeau. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  the  first  column,  under  Colonel  Shelby, 
formed  a junction  with  me  near  Cape  Girardeau  and  attacked  the  forti- 
fication, when  I was  ordered  to  take  position  in  his  rear  as  support  and 
to  prevent  a flank  movement  by  the  enemy.  My  command  was  not 
brought  into  action  during  the  day,  except  for  a few  moments  when  a 
section  of  Pratt’s  battery  engaged  the  Federal  skirmishers.  At  4 o’clock, 
by  order  of  the  general  commanding,  I was  relieved  of  the  command  of 
the  column  and  assumed  command  of  my  brigade,  moving  toward  Jack- 
[son. 

The  marching,  in  view  of  the  difficulty  of  forage  and  subsistence  and 
the  condition  of  the  roads  and  teams,  was  creditable.  The  officers  and 
men  bore  their  privations  with  honorable  cheerfulness. 

I would  here  particularly  commend  Sergeant  [Henry  M.]  Leary,  of 
Captain  [John  B.J  Williams’  company,  Nineteenth  Texas  Cavalry,  for 
his  gallantry  at  White  Water  Bridge. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  CAKTEK, 

Colonel , Commanding  Second  Column , Marmadukds  Division. 

Major  [Henry]  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Carter’s  Brigade, 

! In  the  Field , May  5,  1863. 

Major  : By  orders  from  division  headquarters  of  27th  ultimo,  my  bri- 
gade constituted  the  rear  guard,  the  division  moving  from  Jackson  to 
Bloomfield.  I took  up  the  line  of  march  in  rear  of  the  column  on  the 
morning  of  April  27,  throwing  out  skirmishers  in  rear  and  flankers  on 
the  right  and  left.  At  different  points  in  the  day,  the  Nineteenth  Texas, 
Twenty-first  Texas,  and  Morgan’s  squadron,  in  conjunction  with  a sec- 
tion of  Pratt’s  battery,  were  successively  placed  in  the  rear  of  my  com- 
mand. The  enemy  made  his  appearance  on  the  Fredericktown  road 
about  8 a.  m.;  commenced  shelling  my  rear  regiment  a few  moments 
after  the  command  had  been  given  to  move.  The  shelling  was  kept  up 
at  intervals  until  4 o’clock  without  any  loss  to  us.  I did  not  deem  it 
expedient  to  return  their  artillery  fire.  About  4 p.  m.  their  advance 
engaged  my  rear  skirmishers  within  3 miles  of  White  WTater  Bridge. 
Soon  an  entire  Federal  regiment  was  brought  into  action.  They  were 
at  different  points  near  the  bridge  successively  charged  by  the  Twenty-  j 
first,  Nineteenth,  and  Morgan’s  squadron,  with  heavy  loss. 

My  loss,  1 killed  and  1 wounded  in  the  Nineteenth  Texas,  1 slightly 
wounded  in  the  Twenty-first,  and  1 killed  in  Morgan’s  squadron.  I am 
not  able  to  report  the  number  of  enemy  killed.  Wre  captured  18  pris- 
oners, including  1 captain. 

Both  men  aud  officers  acted  with  great  coolness  and  courage. 

At  5 o’clock,  I crossed  successfully  over  White  WTater  Bridge,  destroy- 
ing the  bridge  and  encamping  my  command  8 miles  beyond. 

On  the  28th,  I moved  my  command  into  camp  within  3 miles  of  Bloom- 
field. 

On  the  29th,  I placed  my  brigade  in  line  of  battle  on  the  heights  near 
Bloomfield,  and  remained  there  until  the  30th,  when  I moved  toward 
Chalk  Bluff. 

On  May  2,  my  brigade  again  constituted  the  rear  guard,  throwing  out 
skirmishers  and  flankers.  At  10  a.  m.  I was  informed  that  a cavalry 
brigade  of  the  enemy  were  approaching,  when  I placed  one  section  of  1 
Pratt’s  battery  in  position  masked,  directing  my  skirmishers  to  draw 
the  enemy  on.  When  within  400  yards,  the  artillery  opened  a very  de- 
structive fire  with  grape,  driving  them  back  in  confusion.  A charge 
was  then  made  by  two  of  their  cavalry  regiments,  which  was  received 
by  the  First  Squadron,  Nineteenth  Texas,  under  Captain  [John  B.]  Will- 
iams, in  the  most  gallant  style.  The  enemy  were  charged  in  turn  by 
Company  K,  Twenty-first,  Captain  [Martin  M.]  Kenney,  with  detach-  ‘ 
ments  from  Nineteenth  and  Morgan,  driving  them  with  great  confusion 
and  heavy  loss.  My  rear  guard,  under  Major  [C.  L.]  Morgan,  made  two 
other  successful  charges  during  the  day. 

My  loss,  1 killed  in  Morgan’s  squadron;  Nineteenth,  1 killed,  10 
wounded,  8 missing.  We  captured  a number  of  prisoners,  including  1 . 

captain.  The  enemy’s  dead  strewed  the  road  for  half  a mile.  The  offi-  1 
cer  leading  the  enemy’s  charge,  supposed  to  be  a lieutenant-colonel,  was 
killed.  A moderate  estimate  must  make  their  killed  during  the  day 
150.  I speak  confidently  on  this  subject,  because  this  fighting  took 
place  under  my  own  eye,  within  a few  feet  of  the  position  I held. 

At  5 o’clock,  by  order  of  the  commanding  general,  1 took  position  in 
rear  of  the  line  of  battle  selected  subsequently ; a squadron  was  held  in  1 
reserve  in  the  rear  of  the  center,  while  the  Twenty-first  was  sent  as 
reserve  on  the  extreme  left,  and  the  Nineteenth  to  the  extreme  right,  ' 
Pratt’s  battery  being  withdrawn  across  the  river.  I then  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  extreme  left  wing.  The  enemy  opened  on  our  lines  spirit- 
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edly  with  shot  and  shell,  but  made  no  demonstrations  with  small-arms. 
Between  midnight  and  daybreak  my  command  was  quietly  withdrawn 
across  the  Saint  Francis. 

It  is  difficult  to  specify  individual  instances  of  merit  when  all  have 
been  so  prompt.  I will,  however,  say  that  all  my  staff  have  been  faith- 
ful and  efficient,  and  that  Lieutenant-Colonels  [B.  W.]  Watson  and 
[D.  C.]  Giddings,  Major  Morgan,  and  Captain  [J.  H.]  Pratt  are  deserv- 
ing of  special  notice  for  gallantry  and  energy. 

. I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  CARTER, 
Colonel , Commanding  Brigade. 

Major  [Henry]  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Marmaduke’s  Division. 


No.  19. 

Report  of  Col.  Colton  Greene , Third  Missouri  Cavalry  ( Confederate ), 

commanding  brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Greene’s  Brigade,  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

In  the  Field , near  Pineville , Ark.,  May  15, 1863. 

Major  : I would  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  command  in  the  late  expedition  into  Missouri : 

In  compliance  with  your  orders,  I marched  from  Jackson,  Ark.,  on 
April  17  j crossed  Eleven  Points  [River]  on  the  same  day;  crossed  Cur- 
rent River  on  the  19th  instant  [ultimo],  and  reported  to  Colonel  [George 
W.]  Carter,  commanding  Texas  brigade. 

I resumed  the  march,  after  a halt  of  two  hours,  in  rear  of  Carter’s 
brigade,  which  position  in  column  I occupied  on  the  19th,  20th,  21st, 
22d,  and  23d  instant  [ultimo],  arriving  at  Patterson  some  hours  after  its 
capture  on  the  21st,  moving  on  toward  Greenville,  crossing  Saint  Francis 
River  at  that  place,  ^crossing  Mingo  Swamp  and  River  near  its  mouth, 
and  reaching  Bloomfield  at  midnight  on  the22dinstant  [ultimo],  to  learn 
that  the  enemy  had  retreated  northward  two  days  before. 

After  a halt  of  two  hours,  I again  took  up  the  line  of  march,  reaching 
the  main  bridge  on  White  Water  River  on  the  23d,  which  was  picketed 
by  the  enemy  and  captured  by  Colonel  Carter’s  advance. 

On  the  24th  instant  [ultimo],  I was  informed  that  we  were  in  presence 
of  the  enemy  in  force,  commanded  by  Brigadier- General  [John]  McNeil, 
and  was  ordered  to  the  front,  taking  a circuitous  route  until  I struck 
the  main  road  4 miles  from  Cape  Girardeau.  Here  I was  ordered  to  halt 
and  went  into  position,  remaining  in  line  during  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  heavy  firing  being  heard  on  the  left,  I 
was  ordered  by  Brigadier- General  Marmaduke  to  throw  forward  Colonel 
[M.  L.]  Young’s  battalion,  and  follow  with  the  command  to  the  support 
of  the  left.  Colonel  Young  formed  twenty  minutes  before  my  arrival, 
and  had  1 man  wounded  while  in  long  range  of  the  enemy.  Arriving 
on  the  Jackson  road,  2 or  3 miles  from  Cape  Girardeau,  I was  ordered 
into  line,  and  covered  Colonel  [Joseph  O.]  Shelby’s  retiring  column. 
After  changing  position  several  times,  I was  ordered  into  position  2 
miles  to  the  rear,  which  I left  half  an  hour  afterward  to  take  up  the 
line  of  march  to  Jackson. 

About  4 o’clock  of  the  following  morning  I was  ordered  to  mount  and 
proceed  back  to  the  bridge  on  White  Water,  and  hold  it.  This  was 
effected  by  11  o’clock,  and  I occupied  the  position  until  the  rear  guard 
came  up,  when  I resumed  the  march,  reaching  Bloomfield  in  the  evening 
of  the  27th  instant  [ultimo]. 
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On  the  28th  instant  [ultimo],  I took  position  across  the  Cape  Girardeau 
and  Kitchen’s  Mill  road  ; lay  on  my  arms  all  night,  and  was  ordered  to 
fall  back  early  next  morning  20  miles.  Arriving  to  the  rear  of  Four 
Mile,  I was  ordered  to  dismount  my  men,  to  swim  the  horses  across  the 
Saint  Francis  River,  and  to  go  into  line.  At  2 o’clock  at  night  I was 
ordered  to  cross  the  Saint  Francis  in  rear  of  the  whole  column,  which 
was  accomplished  without  loss.  Arriving  on  the  south  side  of  the  river, 
the  campaign  may  be  said  to  have  ended. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  at  this  time  the  exact  number  of  my  men.who 
fell  into  the  enemy’s  hands.  Some  were  cut  off,  but  are  daily  reporting. 
Not  exceeding  5 have  been  reported  captured. 

I cannot  avoid  mentioning  the  good  order  and  endurance  of  my  com- 
mand during  these  arduous  marches.  No  case  of  cowardly  straggling 
came  under  my  observation,  and  the  rigor  of  discipline  and  hardships 
of  the  field  were  alike  borne  with  uncomplaining  fortitude. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

COLTON  GREENE, 
Colonel , Commanding  Brigade. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  20. 

Report  of  Asst.  Burg.  B.  B.  Harris,  Jeffers’  Missouri  Regiment  (Confed- 
erate). 

Jeffers’  Regiment, 

Camp  near  Wittsburg , Arlc.,  May  27,  1863. 

Sir  : By  your  order,  I was  left  with  Drs.  [John  F.]  Yancey  and  [ J.  F.] 
Brookheart  in  charge  of  our  wounded  after  the  withdrawal  of  our  forces 
from  Cape  Girardeau. 

Inclosed  is  a report  of  our  wounded. 

I asked  permission  of  the  Federal  authorities  to  establish  our  hospital 
in  or  near  Cape  Girardeau.  The  request  was  ndt  granted,  and  our 
wounded  were  removed  to  their  post  hospital.  We  were  furnished  with 
an  escort  to  Bloomfield,  to  be  sent  through  to  our  lines  from  there.  We 
reached  Bloomfield  with  the  Federal  forces,  and  were  ordered  to  remain 
there  until  the  excitement  in  front  was  over.  We  remained  there  until 
General  McNeil’s  return  from  Chalk  Bluff,  when,  instead  of  sending 
us  to  our  command,  he  took  us  back  with  him  to  Cape  Girardeau.  After  i 
detaining  us  there  for  some  four  or  five  days,  he  started  us  to  Little  Rock, 
by  way  of  Memphis  and  Helena.  General  McNeil  alleged  as  a reason  for  • 
his  conduct  toward  us  that  the  demand  for  the  surrender  of  Cape  Girar-  < 
deau  had  been  made  by  Colonel  Carter,  in  the  name  of  General  Price,  and 
that,  therefore,  he  must  consider  us  as  belonging  to  General  Price’s 
command,  and,  from  the  best  information  he  had,  General  Price’s  lines 
were  at  Little  Rock ; therefore,  he  should  send  us  there.  I asked  for  and 
received  a copy  of  Colonel  Carter’s  demand  for  surrender,  which  you  will 
find  inclosed.  This  subject,  I know,  is  of  but  little  consequence,  and 
deserving,  perhaps,  of  no  further  notice,  but  I thought  it  my  duty  to 
inform  you  of  the  facts. 

On  reaching  Helena,  General  Prentiss  permitted  us,  uuder  a flag  of 
truce,  to  come  direct  to  our  command.  We  reached  our  lines  on  the 
20th  instant.  * 

Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  S.  HARRIS, 

Assistant  Burgeon , Jeffers’  Regiment  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Hr.  0.  Peyton,  Medical  Director  Marmadulce’s  Division. 
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Report  of  wounded  in  the  fight  before  Cape  Girardeau. 

Major 1 

Lieutenant - 1 

Captain 1 

Privates 10 


I was  not  permitted,  to  visit  tlie  battle-field ; but,  from  tlie  best  infor- 
mation I could  obtain,  there  were  only  3 killed  on  the  field.  I could  not 
learn  their  names  or  command.  They  were  buried  by  our  friends. 

Of  the  five  nurses  that  remained,  two  only  were  permitted  to  stay 
with  our  wounded,  and  the  others  were  sent  to  Saint  Louis  as  prisoners 
of  war. 

When  I left  Cape  Girardeau  our  wounded  were  well  cared  for,  and 
had  everything  requisite  to  make  them  comfortable. 

Respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

S.  S.  HARRIS, 

Assistant  Surgeon , Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate  States. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Near  Cape  Girardeau , Mo.,  April  25,  1863. 
Officer  Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  in  and  around  Cape  Girardeau : 

Sir:  By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price,  commanding,  I formally 
demand  of  you  the  immediate  surrender,  unconditionally,  of  the  troops 
in  Cape  Girardeau  and  the  adjoining  forts,  together  with  all  the  ammu- 
nition, stores,  and  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States  in 
the  same.  If  the  surrender  is  made,  I pledge  myself  to  treat  the  troops 
as  prisoners  of  war,  and  to  parole  and  exchange  them  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable. I shall  scrupulously  protect  private  property.  No  difference 
will  be  made  in  this  particular  between  parties,  whether  Union  or  South- 
ern sentiment.  One-half  hour  is  allowed  for  your  decision. 

Colonel  Watson,  commanding  Second  Texas  Cavalry  Brigade,  who 
bears  the  flag  of  truce,  will  present  this  demand  and  wait  for  your  reply. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  CARTER, 

Comdg.  Fourth  TJiv.,  First  Army  Corps , Trans -Mississippi  Dept. 


APRIL  18,  1863. — Action  at  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  (Union),  with  congratula. 
tory  orders,  &c. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Deports  of  Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison , First  Arkansas  Cavalry  ( Union), 
with  congratulatory  orders,  &c. 

April  18,  1863. 

Arkansas  is  triumphant.  The  rebels,  2,000  strong,  with  two  6-pounder 
guns,  attacked  Fayetteville  at  daylight  this  morning,  and,  after  four 
20  R R — VOL  XXII,  pt  I 
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hours’  desperate  fighting,  they  were  completely  routed,  and  retreated  in 
disorder  toward  Ozark.  General  Cabell  commanded  in  person,  assisted 
by  Colonel  Scott,  of  the  Virginia  Black  Horse  Cavalry,  Colonel  Monroe, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomson,  Major  Dorsey,  and  others.  Their  artil- 
lery was  silenced  at  9 p.  m.  by  two  companies  of  the  First  Arkansas 
Cavalry,  and  a brilliant  cavalry  charge  under  Colonel  Monroe  was  re-  f 
pulsed  in  the  center  of  the  town  by  our  cavalry  and  infantry.  Our  stores  ; 
are  all  safe  $ not  a thing  burned  or  taken  from  us. 

Our  loss  is  5 killed,  about  17  wounded,  and  a few  stragglers  and 
pickets  taken  prisoners.  The  enemy’s  loss  is  estimated  at  20  killed 
and  50  wounded,  which  does  not  include  those  taken  off  on  their  re-  \ 
treat.  Every  officer  and  man  in  my  command  was  a hero;  no  one 
flinched. 

M.  LA  BUE  HARRISOH, 

Colonel , Commanding  Fayetteville.  1 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  B,  Curtis. 


Headquarters  Post, 
Fayetteville , IrL,  April  19,  18G3. 

General  : The  following  report  of  the  battle  of  yesterday  at  Fay- 
etteville is  respectfully  submitted,  in  addition  to  the  telegraphic  dis- 
patches of  last  evening : 

On  Friday,  17th  instant,  a scout  under  command  of  Lieutenant  [Joseph 
S.]  Bobb,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  returned  from  the  direction  of  Ozark,  i 
and  reported  no  apparent  preparations  of  the  enemy  to  move  in  this  direc- 
tion. Having  no  fresh  horses,  I ordered  Lieutenant  Bobb  to  take  his  com- 
mand to  quarters,  expecting  to  be  able  to  send  out  a small  scout  again 
on  the  next  day.  On  Saturday  morning,  18th  instant,  at  a few  minutes 
after  sunrise,  the  enemy  having  made  a forced  march  from  the  Boston 
Mountains  during  the  night,  surprised  and  captured  our  dismounted 
picket  on  the  Frog  Bayou  road,  and  approached  the  town  with  wild  and 
deafening  shouts.  Their  cavalry  charged  up  a deep  ravine  on  the  east 
side  of  the  city,  and  attacked  my  headquarters  (the  Colonel  Tibbetts 
place).  The  firing  of  the  picket  had  alarmed  the  command,  and  by  the 
time  the  enemy  had  reached  the  town,  the  First  Arkansas  Infantry  f 
had  formed  on  their  parade  ground,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  E.  j. 
Searle,  assisted  by  Maj.  E.  D.  Ham,  and  slowly  retired,  by  my  orders,  I 
toward  the  cavalry,  then  formed,. dismounted,  at  their  camp.  Fear- 
ing that,  not  being  uniformed,  they  might  be  mistaken  for  the  enemy, 
and  be  fired  upon  by  the  cavalry,  I ordered  Lieu  tenant- Colonel  Searle 
to  post  seven  companies  as  a reserve  in  a sheltered  position  in  our 
rear,  two  of  which  were  afterward  ordered  to  support  the  left  wing. 
The  remaining  three  companies  of  the  First  Infantry,  together  with  ; 
four  companies  of  the  First  Cavalry,  formed  the  center  of  our  line  under 
my  own  immediate  command.  The  right  wing  was  composed  of  the 
Third  Battalion  First  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Maj.  Ezra  Fitch ; 
and  the  left  wing,  Second  Battalion  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  was  com- 
manded by  Lieut.  Col.  A.  W.  Bishop,  assisted  by  Maj.  T.  J.  Hunt. 
Headquarters  was  made  the  u bone  of  contention,”  and  was  repeatedly 
charged  by  the  rebels,  but  they  were  gallantly  repulsed  by  our  men. 

In  less  than  thirty  minutes  after  the  first  attack,  the  enemy  planted 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  one  a 12-pounder  and  one  6-pounder,  upon  the 
Hillside  east  of  town,  near  Colonel  Gunter’s  place,  and  opened  a sharp 
lire  of  canister  and  shells  upon  the  camp  of  the  First  Arkansas  Cav-  [ 
airy,  doing  some  damage  to  tents  and  horses,  but  killing  no  men.  At  8 
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a.  m.  our  center  bad  advanced  and  occupied  tbe  house,  yard,  outbuild- 
ings, and  hedges  at  my  headquarters ; the  right  wing  had  advanced 
to  the  arsenal,  and  the  left  occupied  the  open  held  on  the  northeast  of 
town,  while  the  enemy  had  possession  of  the  whole  hill  side  east,  the 
Davis  place,  opposite  to,  and  the  grove  south  of,  headquarters.  This 
grove  was  formerly  occupied  by  the  buildings  of  the  Arkansas  College. 
At  about  0 a.  m.,  or  a little  before,  Colonel  Monroe  led  a gallant  and 
desperate  cavalry  charge  upon  our  right  wing,  which  was  met  by  a gall- 
ing cross-fire  from  our  right  and  center,  piling  rebel  men  and  horses  in 
heaps  in  front  of  our  ordnance  office,  and  causing  the  enemy  to  retreat  in 
disorder  to  the  woods.  During  this  charge,  Captains  [William  C.J  Parker 
and  [George  W.  R.]  Smith,  of  the  First  Infantry,  while  bravely  cheer- 
ing their  men,  wrereboth  wounded  in  the  head,  though  not  dangerously. 
At  about  the  same  time,  by  my  order,  two  companies  of  the  First  Cav- 
alry, led  by  the  gallant  Lieutenant  Robb,  advanced  within  rifle-range 
of  the  enemy’s  artillery,  and  guided  by  the  blaze  of  its  discharges,  fired 
several  volleys  into  the  midst  of  the  artillerists,  which  effectually 
silenced  their  battery  and  caused  its  precipitate  withdrawal  from  the 
field.  The  enemy’s  center,  occupying  the  Davis  place,  made  a desperate 
resistance  for  nearly  an  hour  after  both  wings  had  partially  given  way, 
and  skirmishing  continued  at  intervals  for  some  time  with  pickets,  re- 
connoitering  parties,  and  stragglers.  At  12  m.  their  whole  force  wrasin 
full  retreat  for  Ozark.  Having  only  a very  few  horses,  and  they  already 
on  duty  with  picketing  and  reconnoitering  parties,  I was  utterly  unable 
to  pursue  them.  During  the  whole  action  the  enemy  occupied  ground 
covered  with  timber  and  brush,  while  my  command  was  in  the  streets 
and  open  fields. 

Since  the  battle  I have  ascertained  the  following  particulars : Gen- 
eral Cabell  and  staff,  with  about  2,000  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
left  Ozark  on  Friday  morning  with  three  days’  rations  and  a full  supply 
of  ammunition.  They  halted  at  the  crossing  of  the  mountains  at  a little 
past  noon  and  rested  until  nearly  sunset,  afterward  marching  rapidly 
toward  Fayetteville.  They  were  delayed  by  the  darkness  of  the  night 
and  the  incumbrance  of  their  artillery,  so  that  they  did  not  commence 
the  attack  as  early  by  nearly  two  hours  as  they  had  intended.  Colonel 
Monroe  recommended  a cavalry  attack,  to  be  supported  by  the  artillery, 
but  was  overruled  by  Cabell,  and  a halt  was  made  until  the  artillery 
could  come  up.  Their  force  was  made  up  as  follow  s : Brig.  Gen.  W.  L. 
Cabell  commanding,  accompanied  by  staff  and  escort  ; Carroll’s  First 
Arkansas  Cavalry  Regiment,  Colonel  Scott,  of  Virginia,  commanding, 
assisted  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomson  ; Monroe’s  Second  [First]  Ar- 
kansas Cavalry,  Colonel  Monroe  commanding  in  person;  First  Battalion 
Parsons’  (Texas)  cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  [S.  M.]  Noble  commanding ; 
one  section  of  artillery,  commanding  officer  not  known,  and  four  com- 
panies bushwhackers,  commanded  by  Mankins,  Palmer,  Brown,  and 
others.  The  enemy  left  all  their  dead  and  wounded,  which  they  could 
not  take  awmy  on  their  retreat,  in  our  hands,  leaving  Surgeon  Russell 
and  Assistant  Surgeon  Holderness  [?]  to  take  charge  of  them.  To-day 
Captain  Alexander  arrived  at  our  picket  with  a flag  of  truce,  bringing 
a communication  from  General  Cabell,  a copy  of  which  I inclose.  The 
flag  was  immediately  ordered  back  with  my  reply,  a copy  of  which  is 
also  inclosed.  The  following  is  a list  of  casualties  on  our  side:* 
####### 


* Nominal  list  reports  4 men  killed,  3 officers  (Capts.  William  S.  Johnson,  William 
C.  Parker,  and  Randall  Smith)  and  23  men  wounded,  1G  men  captured,  and  35  men 

missing. 
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Ran  away  disgracefully  to  Cassville,  Mo.,  First  Lieut.  C.  C.  Wells, 
regimental  quartermaster  First  Arkansas  Infantry.*  Missing,  35, 
mostly  stampeded  toward  Cassville  during  the  engagement.  Prisoners, 
1 lieutenant  and  8 men,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  taken  while  absent 
without  leave  at  a dance,  9 miles  from  town ; also  1 private  First  Ar 
kansas  Infantry,  and  6 privates  from  other  commands,  taken  in  town. 

The  enemy’s  loss  is  not  accurately  known.  At  and  about  this  post 
are  not  less  than  20  killed  and  50  wounded.  Citizens  report  1 colonel 
and  several  men  as  having  died  on  the  retreat ; also  a large  number  of 
wounded  still  moving  on  with  the  command.  We  captured,  during  the 
engagement,  Major  Wilson,  General  Cabell’s  commissary,  wounded,  and 
Captain  Jefferson,  of  Carroll’s  regiment,  wounded ; also  4 sergeants,  3 
corporals,  and  4G  privates,  a part  of  them  wounded  $ also  not  less  than 
50  horses  and  100  stand  of  arms,  mostly  shot-guns.  Among  their  killed 
are  Captain  Hubbard,  of  Carroll’s  regiment,  and  a captain  of  bush 
whackers.  The  enemy  admit  the  loss  of  over  200  horses,  killed,  takeu, 
and  stampeded. 

Inclosed  please  find  a rough  sketch  of  the  position  of  forces  at  9 a.  in., 
when  the  battle  culminated. t 

Every  field  and  line  officer  and  nearly  every  enlisted  man  fought 
bravely,  and  I would  not  wish  to  be  considered  as  disparaging  any  one 
when  I can  mention  only  a few  of  the  many  heroic  men  who  sustained 
so  nobly  the  honor  of  our  flag.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Searle  and  Major 
Ham,  in  command  of  the  reserve,  did  good  service  in  keeping  their  men 
in  position  and  preventing  them  from  being  terrified  by  the  artillery. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bishop  and  Majors  Fitch  and  Hunt,  of  the  First 
Cavalry,  led  their  men  coolly  up  in  the  face  of  the  enemy’s  fire,  and 
drove  them  from  their  position.  Capt.  William  S.  Johnson,  company 
M,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  had  his  right  arm  shattered  while  leading 
his  men  forward  under  a galling  fire.  Lieutenant  [James]  Roseman, 
post  adjutant,  and  Lieut.  Frank  Strong,  acting  adjutant  First  Cavalry, 
deserve  much  praise. 

1 remain,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  LA  RUE  HARRISON, 
Colonel  First  Arkansas  Cavalry , Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

P.  S. — We  had  actively  engaged  during  the  battle  between  300  and 
400  mqn  only.  I should  not  neglect  also  to  mention  that  S.  D.  Carpen- 
ter, assistant  surgeon  of  volunteers,  assisted  by  Assistant  Surgeons 
Caffee,  Brake,  and  Tefft,  were  actively  engaged  during  the  contest  in 
carrying  the  wounded  from  the  field  and  attending  to  their  wants. 


[Inclosures.] 


Headquarters  Northwestern 

Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison, 

Commanding  Post  of  Fayetteville  : 


Arkansas, 
April  19,  18G3. 


Sir  : The  bearer  of  this  letter,  Captain  [William  A.]  Alexander,  visits  j 
your  post  under  a flag  of  truce,  to  bury  any  of  my  command  that  may 
be  left  dead  from  the  engagement  of  yesterday.  I respectfully  request  . 


* Dismissed  July  31,  1863. 


t Omitted  as  unimportant. 


Chap.  XXXIV.l 


ACTION  AT  FAYETTEVILLE,  ARK. 


309 


that  you  will  suffer  liim  to  get  up  the  dead  and  wounded,  and  that  you 
will  extend  to  him  such  assistance  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  him 
to  carry  out  his  instructions. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfull v,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  CABELL, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding  JSforthivestern  Arkansas. 

Headquarters  Post, 
Fayetteville , Aric.,  April  19,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell,  Commanding  : 

General  : In  reply  to  dispatches  from  you  by  hand  of  Captain  Alex- 
ander, bearing  flag  of  truce,  I would  respectfully  state  that  the  dead 
of  your  command  have  all  been  decently  buried  in  coffins.  The  wounded 
are  in  charge  of  Surgeons  Bussell  and  Hoiden  [?],  having  been  removed 
to  our  general  hospital  by  my  order.  They  are  receiving  every  attention 
that  men  can  receive — abundance  of  medicines,  surgical  instruments,  and 
subsistence  stores  having  been  placed  under  the  control  of  your  surgeons. 
Best  assured,  general,  that  your  wounded  shall  receive  the  best  of  care, 
such  as  we  would  hope  to  have  from  you  were  we  placed  iu  a like  situ 
ation.  Under  the  circumstances  I consider  it  unnecessary  to  retain 
your  flag,  and  therefore  return  it.  Your  prisoners  shall  be  paroled,  and 
as  fast  as  the  men  whose  names  are  mentioned  in  your  list  report  to  our 
lines,  the  exchange  will  be  made. 

I am,  general,  very  trulv,  yours, 

M.  LA  BUE  HABBISON, 

Colonel , Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army"  of  the  Frontier, 

April  19,  1863. 

Col.  M.  La  Bue  Harrison, 

Commanding  at  Fayetteville : 

I must  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of  yesterday.  It  augurs  well 
for  the  future  of  Arkansas  when  her  loyal  troops  have  beaten  the  enemy 
iu  their  first  encounter.  Such  success  should  encourage  us,  and  I hope 
soon  to  see  10,000  loyal  men  of  Arkansas  arrayed  on  the  side  of  the 
Union.  You  have  nobly  sustained  yourselves,  and  deserve  a country’s 
gratitude. 

F.  J.  HEBBOB, 


Major- General. 


General  Orders,  \ Headquarters  Post, 

Nc.  16.  j Fayetteville,  Ark.,  April  19,  1863. 

Comrades  in  arms:  Let  April  18,  1863,  be  ever  remembered.  The 
battle  of  Fayetteville  has  been  fought  and  won.  To-day  the  brave  and 
victorious  sons  6f  Arkansas  stand  proudly  upon  the  soil  which  their 
blood  and  their  bravery  have  rendered  sacred  to  every  true-hearted 
American,  but  doubly  sacred  to  them.  In  the  light  of  this  holy  Sab- 
bath sun  we  are  permitted,  through  God’s  mercy,  to  gather  together  in 
His  name  and  in  the  name  of  our  common  country,  to  offer  up  our 
heartfelt  thanks  to  the  u Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift,”  for  the 
triumphs  of  our  arms  and  for  the  blessings  which  we  this  day  enjoy. 

When  yesterday’s  sun  rose  upon  us  the  hostile  hordes  of  a bitter  and 
unprincipled  foe  were  pouring  their  deadly  fire  among  our  ranks;  the 
booming  of  his  artillery  was  re-echoing  from  mountain  to  mountain,  and 
, the  clattering  hoofs  of  his  cavalry  were  trampling  in  our  streets. 
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At  meridian,  General  Cabell,  with  his  shattered  and  panic-stricken 
cohorts,  was  retreating  precipitately  through  the  passes  of  the  Boston 
Mountains  toward  the  Arkansas  River,  leaving  his  dead  and  wounded 
in  our  hands. 

Fellow-soldiers,  it  is  to  your  honor  and  credit  I say  it,  he  could  not 
have  left  them  in  better  hands.  Not  one  act  of  barbarity,  or  even  un- 
kindness,  stains  the  laurels  you  so  proudly  wear.  Such  may  your  con- 
duct ever  be,  brave  and  unflinching  in  battle,  kind  and  generous  to  the 
vanquished.  Abstain  from  all  cruelty  and  excess ; respect  the  im- 
munities of  private  property;  never  insult  or  injure  women  or  children, 
the  aged,  the  sick,  or  a fallen  foe.  Let  us  show  to  our  enemies  that  the 
Federal  soldiers  of  Arkansas  are  as  generous  as  they  are  brave  and 
patriotic;  let  us  prove  to  them  the  justice  of  our  cause  and  the  purity 
of  our  purposes,  so  that  soon  we  may  gather  together  under  the  broad 
folds  of  our  time-honored  and  victorious  banner  every  true-hearted  son 
of  Arkansas. 

Fellow-soldiers,  I congratulate  you  all  upon  the  glorious  victory  you 
have  won,  by  your  cool  and  determined  bravery,  for  that  Union  which 
our  revolutionary  sires  established  by  their  valor  and  sealed  with  their 
blood.  More  than  all  do  I congratulate  you  that  this  battle  was  fought 
upon  Arkansas  soil,  and  this  victory  won  by  Arkansians  alone,  thereby 
testifying  to  our  patriotic  brethren  in  arms  from  other  States  that  we 
are  not  only  willing  but  anxious  to  second  their  efforts  in  rescuing  our 
State  from  the  dominion  of  traitors;  but  in  all  our  rejoicing  let  us  not 
neglect  to  shed  the  tear  of  regret  over  the  graves  of  those  heroic  men 
who  fell  beside  us  fighting  bravely  for  the  nation’s  honor. 

Green  be  their  mossy  graves; 

Immortal  be  tbeir  name ; 

Above,  tbeir  banner  proudly  waves, 

While  heaven  records  tbeir  fame ! 

A just  cause  is  ours.  The  Stars  and  Stripes  float  gallantly  over  us. 
God  is  on  our  side.  Who  can  be  against  us  $ 

By  order  of  Gol.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison,  commanding  post : 

JAMES  ROSEMAN, 

Lieutenant , Post  Adjutant. 

[Department  of  the  Missouri], 

April  20,  1863. 

Colonel  Harrison,  Fayetteville , Ark.  : 

Dispatch  of  yesterday  received.  Tender  my  thanks  to  the  soldiers  of 
your  command  for  their  gallant  conduct  in  the  battle  of  Fayetteville. 
You  have  done  nobly.  Arkansas  vindicates  her  own  honor  by  repulsing 
the  rebel  flag  with  her  own  brave  sons.  Send  minute  reports,  naming 
the  most  deserving  officers  and  men. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell , C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Northwestern  Arkansas, 

Ozark , April  25,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  having  received  what 
I supposed,  and  had  every  reason  to  believe,  to  be  reliable  information 
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that  the  enemy  at  Fayetteville  were  making  preparations  to  move  from 
that  place,  and  to  re-enforce  General  Phillips  in  the  Indian  country,  I 
took  all  the  effective  mounted  men  of  my  command,  except  three  com- 
panies of  Colonel  [ J.  F.]  Hill’s  battalion  (that  are  badly  armed  and  with 
horses  unshod),  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  the  whole  amounting  to  900 
men,  and  left  here  at  3 o’clock  on  the  16th,  going  by  what  is  called  the 
Mulberry  and  Frog  Bayou  road  to  Fayetteville,  and  attacked  the  enemy 
there  at  5 a.  m.  on  the  18th.  I found  the  enemy  about  2,000  strong,  well 
armed  with  Springfield  and  Whitney  rifles,  no  artillery,  and  nearly  every 
hill  dotted  with  rifle-pits.  After  a furious  fight  of  three  hours  .and  ten 
minutes,  I withdrew  my  command  in  good  order.  I found  it  impossible, 
with  the  arms  I had,  after  my  artillery  ammunition  was  exhausted,  to 
dislodge  them  from  the  houses  and  rifle-pits  with  the  kind  of  arms  my 
command  had  without  losing  all  my  horses  and  a large  number  of  my 
men,  as  it  was  impossible  to  get  near  enough  to  them  to  make  our  aim 
effective  without  a great  sacrifice  of  life,  much  greater  than  would  have 
been  justifiable  under  the  circumstances. 

The  troops,  with  few  exceptions,  all  fought  well,  and  are  now  in  fine 
spirits,  ready  and  willing  to  try  the  enemy  again.  The  enemy  all  (both 
infantry  and  cavalry)  fought  well,  equally  as  well  as  any  Federal  troops 
I have  ever  seen.  Although  it  was  thought  by  a great  many  that,  com- 
posed as  they  are  of  disloyal  citizens  and  deserters  from  our  army,  they 
would  make  but  a feeble  stand,  the  reverse,  however,  was  the  case,  as 
they  resisted  every  attack  made  on  them,  and,  as  fast  as  driven  out  of 
one  house,  would  occupy  another  and  deliver  their  fire.  Whenever,  how- 
ever, my  troops  could  get  to  them  they  drove  them  before  them  every 
time.  Colonel  [J.  C.]  Monroe  made  two  splendid  charges  with  his  com- 
mand, one  on  foot  and  the  other  mounted.  Colonel  [Lee  L.]  Thomson, 
with  his  regiment,  and  [Caleb]  Dorsey,  with  his  squadron,  under  Colo- 
nel Scott,  made  a dashing  charge  and  drove  the  enemy  to  their  pits 
and  to  the  houses,  where  they  rallied  and  poured  in  a dreadful  fire  with 
their  long-range  guns.  The  artillery,  managed  by  Captain  [W.  M.] 
Hughey,  under  my  immediate  command,  did  frightful  execution  in  the 
enemy’s  camp,  driving  them  out  and  completely  scattering  their  cavalry 
for  awhile.  Captain  Hughey  was  wounded  in  the  arm  by  a sharp- 
shooter at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  but  continued  in  charge  of 
his  pieces,  under  a heavy  fire  from  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters,  during 
the  whole  fight.  His  men  were  all  taken  a little  over  a month  ago  from 
the  camp  of  instruction  at  Dardanelle,  and,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
did  well. 

Two  horses  were  killed  and  2 wounded  in  the  battery ; 1 man  killed 
and  several  wounded. 

Captain  Hughey  deserves  especial  mention  for  his  bravery,  skill,  and 
energy  in  the  management  of  his  two  pieces  of  artillery. 

The  loss  is  not  positively  known,  but  it  will  not  exceed  20  killed,  30 
wounded,  and  20  missing.  The  enemy’s  loss  in  killed  is  fully  equal  to 
our  total  killed  and  wounded ; the  wounded  were  very  great.  We  cap- 
tured and  paroled  26  prisoners,  1 lieutenant,  1 non-commissioned  officer, 
and  24  privates ; also  destroyed  a train  of  10  or  15  wagons.  I could  have 
burned  a large  part  of  the  town,  but  every  house  was  filled  with  women 
and  children,  a great  number  of  whom  were  the  families  of  officers  and 
soldiers  in  our  service,  and  I did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  distress  them 
any  further,  as  their  sufferings  now  are  very  grievous  under  the  Federal 
rule. 

The  enemy’s  force  consisted  (notwithstanding  all  previous  reports 
from  persons  living  in  Fayetteville  to  the  contrary)  of  one  cavalry  regi- 
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raent,  twelve  companies,  800  ; one  infantry  regiment,  ten  coinpanies^  ' i 
<>00 ; one  battalion,  seven  companies,  300;  artillery,  one  company,  150, 
making  tbeir  total  force  1,850.  Besides  this,  they  had  a re-enforcement 
of  four  squadrons  of  cavalry,  which  had  evidently  escorted  a train  of 
wagons  from  Springfield,  loaded  principally  with  new  uniform  clothing. 
They  were  from  the  Second  and  Eleventh  Kansas,  Twenty-seventh  Wis- 
consin, and  Thirty- seventh  Illinois,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  inclosed  list 
of  prisoners  captured  and  paroled. 

Although  I did  not  capture  Fayetteville  and  drive  the  enemy  out  from 
it,  yet  m.y  expedition  will  prove  to  be  a beneficial  one,  as  it  will  in  future  j 
curb  the  lawlessness  of  the  troops  there ; will  cause  them  to  send  all  their 
regular  troops  east,  and  it  will  keep  the  place  in  that  condition  in  refer- 
ence to  numbers  that  will  enable  me,  with  a small  increase  of  my  force 
and  with  a few  hundred  long-range  guns,  to  take  the  place.  Besides 
this,  I have  obtained  information  that  cannot  be  obtained  from  any  other 
source,  as  it  is  impossible  to  get  correct  information  from  people  living 
there.  Our  friends  are  all  too  anxious  to  rid  the  country  of  their  pres- 
ence to  state  things  as  they  really  are.  I find  this  to  be  true  in  every 
respect  but  in  reference  to  artillery.  Our  enemies  (Union  men)  will  give 
no  information  at  all,  either  in  reference  to  the  enemy  or  country.  The 
whole  country  north  of  the  mountains  is  almost  devastated,  and  but  few 
people  are  to  be  seen,  a great  majority  of  them  having  abandoned  their 
homes  and  gone  north.  A train  of  at  least  100  wagons  left  Fayetteville 
a few  days  ago  filled  with  Union  families.  A few  Southern  families 
live  on  the  road,  but  they  are  stripped  of  everything  ; all  their  horses, 
cattle,  and  hogs  taken  from  them ; their  wheat  crops  destroyed,  and 
nothing  to  indicate  preparation  for  another  crop.  When  I got  into  the 
neighborhood  of  Fayetteville,  I found  houses  where  they  were  farming, 
and  where  cattle  and  horses  could  be  seen. 

Knowing  that  our  good  citizens  had  burdens  imposed  on  them  by  the 
Federal  troops  too  grievous  to  be  borne  much  longer;  that  it  was  neces- 
sary for  me  to  visit  that  section  of  the  country,  and  having  been  appealed 
to  by  citizens,  both  male  and  female,  to  give  them  assistance,  I deter- 
mined that  I would  strike  there  the  very  first  time  that  I saw  the  least 
hope,  whether  I succeeded  in  taking  the  place  or  not.  As  soon,  there- 
fore, as  I learned  that  Phillips  was  moving  around  with  his  Indian  bri- 
gade to  flank  General  Steele,  and,  having  consulted  with  General  Steele, 
who  agreed  with  me  (and  desired  that  a dash  should  be  made  at  Fayette- 
ville, if  nothing  more)  that  it  was  necessary,  and,  having  heard  that 
they  were  getting  their  wagons  ready  (which  proved  to  be  false)  to  re- 
enforce Phillips,  besides  being  without  forage  (nothing  to  feed  my 
horses),  I determined  to  make  a bold  dash  at  that  den  of  thieves,  and, 
if  possible,  to  take  it.  Although  I did  not  take  it,  I will  be  ready  in  a 
few  days  with  more  troops  and  to  strike  a heavier  blow  again. 

I regret  to  say  that  I lost  a good  many  horses.  The  enemy’s  sharp- 
shooters killed  a good  many  with  their  long-range  guns,  and  a few  men 
left  in  charge  of  the  horses  evidently  deserted  them.  Besides  this,  I . 
had  too  many  inefficient  officers  and  not  enough  long-range  guns.  Had  j 
I had  500  long-range  guns,  with  good  cartridges,  I could  have  taken  the 
iflace  in  an  hour.  As  it  was,  I could  not  advance  my  battery,  as  I had  . 
nothing  to  cover  them  with,  as  the  enemy’s  guns  were  equal  in  range  to  j 
the  artillery.  The  Arkadelphia  rifles,  with  the  cartridges  sent  for  them, 
are  no  better  than  shot-guns.  I must,  therefore,  again  appeal  to  the 
lieutenant-general  commanding  for  a regiment  of  infantry  and  a num-  y,< 
ber  of  rifled  guns,  as  this  section  of  the  country  should  be  protected. 

The  officers  and  men,  with  a few  exceptions,  acted  .well.  Colonel 
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Monroe  and  his  whole  regiment  deserve  particular  mention.  Colonels 
Scott,  [S.  M.]  Noble,  Thomson,  and  Major  Dorsey  acted  with  great  gal- 
lantry. Captain  [J.  Fen.]  Rieff,  Lieutenant  [J.  A.]  Ferguson,  Captain 
[T.  P.]  Jefferson,  and  Private  [W.  C.]  Sublett,  of  Rieff’s  company,  de- 
serve to  be  particularly  mentioned.  My  staff  officers,  Lieutenant  [B.  J.] 
Field,  Surgeon  [J.  H.]  Carroll,  Major  [H.  CL]  Wilson  (commissary),  Cap- 
tain [J.]  Crawford  (quartermaster),  and  Lieut.  Roberts,  acted  with  great 
gallantry,  and  rendered  every  possible  assistance.  Major  Wilson  was, 
I am  sorry  to  say,  badly  wounded. 

I sent  an  officer  back  with  a flag  of  truce  to  have  the  wounded  prop- 
erly cared  for,  and  left  surgeons  to  attend  to  them. 

I withdrew  with  the  hope  that  they  would  follow  me,  and  fell  back 
slowly,  hoping  that  I could  get  them  out  of  the  houses  and  rifle-pits,  as 
I could  have  whipped  them  badly.  They  did  not  follow,  nor  evince  any 
desire  to  do  so.  I came  leisurely  back  to  this  place,  in  good  order,  to 
feed  my  horses,  that  had  had  but  one  day’s  forage  since  the  morning  of 
the  16th,  and  also  to  have  them  shod  and  allow  them  a few  days’  rest, 
the  distance  marched,  over  mountains,  rocks,  &c.,  being  nearly  150  miles. 
I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  CABELL, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  Northwestern  Arkansas. 

Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Adjutant- General,  District  of  Arkansas. 


APRIL  18-21,  1863. — Scout  from  Salem  to  Sinking  Creek,  Current  River, 

and  Big  Creek,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Peter  Ostermayer,  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Detachment  Fifth  Mo.  State  Militia  Cay., 

Salem , Mo .,  April  22,  1863. 

General  : I herewith  beg  leave  to  remit  the  following  report  of  a 
scout  through  Shannon  County,  on  Current  River,  and  Big  Creek : 

Lieutenant  [Augustus]  Benz,  of  Company  C,  with  40  men  of  his  com- 
pany, went  out  last  Friday,  the  18th  instant,  to  Sinking  Creek,  Current 
River,  and  Big  Creek,  as  far  as  about  10  miles  on  the  other  side  of  Em- 
inence. He  found  five  of  their  general  camping  places ; chased  some  of 
the  guerrillas ; killed  1,  captured  2. 

On  returning  last  Monday,  captured,  on  Current  River,  after  a hard 
chase,  Private  Charles  Burch,  of  Captain  Magoffin’s  company  (B), 
Steen’s  regiment,  Fourth  Brigade,  Hindman’s  division,  who  was  on  re- 
cruiting service,  in  possession  of  a recruiting  commission  issued  by  Gen- 
eral M.  M.  Parsons ; also  Augustus  Dow,  from  Saint  Louis,  formerly  in 
the  same  regiment,  but  since  resigned,  now  carrier  of  secesli  mails,  and 
found  in  possession  of  a splendid  secesh  flag  and  a lot  of  letters.  The 
rebel  mail,  as  well  as  the  flag,  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Lieut.  Charles 
Koch,  who  will  give  you  also  full  particulars.  I hold  the  prisoners  in 
jail  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  15,  from  your  headquarters, 
Mated  March  31, 1863,  awaiting  the  appointment  of  a military  commission. 
I remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETER  OSTERMAYER, 

Captain , Commanding  at  Salem. 

brigadier- General  Davies, 

Commanding  Rolla  District,  Rolla,  Mo. 
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APRIL  19-20,  1863. — Scout  near  Neosho,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Ozias  Ructrlc , Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Post  Neosho,  Mo.,  April  21,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  or- 
ders, on  the  19th  of  the  present  month,  I took  command  of  a detachment 
of  30  men  from  Companies  L and  M,  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia 
Cavalry,  with  Lieut.  John  R.  Kelso,  and  proceeded  in  the  direction  of 
Seneca  Mills,  in  search  of  certain  notorious  bushwhackers  in  that  region 
of  country.  Traveling  till  about  2 p.  m.,  and  finding  no  one,  1 detailed 
Lieutenant  Kelso,  with  5 men,  all  properly  uniformed,  and  sent  them  for- 
ward for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  reliable  information,  while  I,  with  the 
remainder  of  the  command,  proceeded  to  Scott’s  Mill  and  encamped. 
Lieutenant  Kelso  returned  to  me  about  midnight,  and  informed  me  that 
he  had  found  a kennel  of  bushwhackers,  two  of  whom  had  fought  till 
they  died.  He  also  had  found  in  Cowskin  Prairie  a pasture  containing  a 
number  of  cattle  jayhawked  by  the  bushwhackers,  who  intended,  in  a 
short  time,  to  drive  them  to  the  Southern  army.  We  saddled  our 
horses  immediately,  and  returned  to  the  place  indicated,  surrounded  sev- 
eral houses,  and  found  two  more  desperate  bushwhackers,  who  fought 
till  they  died.  We  then  went  to  a pasture,  and  found  40  head  of  cattle, 
jayhawked  by  these  thieves  to  sell  to  the  Southern  army ; all  of  which, 
with  one  two-horse  wagon  and  one  horse,  I have  brought  to  this  post. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  Lieutenant  Kelso  for  the 
daring  and  cunning  he  displayed.  With  five  men  in  citizens’  dress,  and 
well  armed,  he  succeeded  in  convincing  the  bushwhackers  that  he  was  a 
dispatch-bearer  from  General  Marmaduke.  They  freely  boasted  to  Lieu- 
tenant Kelso  of  having  driven  all  the  Union  people  out  of  the  country. 
They  bragged  of  having  killed  a number  of  Federal  soldiers,  of  jay- 
hawking  the  property  of  Union  men,  and  said  if  they  got  any  of  the 
Neosho  militia  they  would  have  them  at  the  stake.  One  of  these 
thieves  stated  that  he  had  been  a prisoner  at  Fort  Scott ; that  he  took 
the  oath,  put  it  in  his  pocket,  and  then  stole  two  United  States  mules 
and  a wagon,  and  returned  to  his  home  in  McDonald  County,  Missouri, 
under  protection  of  the  oath.  After  conversing  a short  time  with  the 
bushwhackers,  Lieutenant  Kelso  made  an  agreement  with  them  that  he 
and  they  would  jayhawk  and  collect  100  head  of  cattle  and  drive  them 
to  the  Southern  army  and  sell  them,  and  he  and  they  went  out  and 
actually  gathered  in  a few  before  he  reported  himself  to  me  at  midnight. 

The  scout  was  out  about  thirty  hours,  and  traveled  60  miles,  without 
loss  or  accident  of  any  kind. 

OZIAS  EUARK, 

Captain  Company  L,  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Capt.  Milton  Burch, 

Commanding  Post  Neosho , Mo. 


APRIL  25,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Webber’s  Falls,  Ind.  T. 

Reports  of  Col.  William  A.  Phillips,  Commanding  Indian  Brigade. 

Fort  Gibson,  C.  N., 

April  26,  1863.  (Received  May  6.) 
Sir:  Crossed  the  Arkansas  River  on  the  night  of  the  24th,  aad 
marched  30  miles  in  the  night,  and  at  daylight  struck  the  rebeb  of 
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Stand  Watie’s  command  near  Webber’s  Falls ; routed  and  broke  them 
ap,  killing  a number  and  taking  prisoners;  took  the  equipage,  &c., 
that  they  had.  Lost  2 killed. 

Eegret  to  announce  the  death  of  Dr.  Gillpatriek,  who  was  basely  slain 
by  a small  force  of  the  dispersed  rebels  that  came  out  of  the  cane.  Dr. 
Gillpatriek  had  gone  to  dress  the  wounds  of  a rebel  soldier. 

By  a proclamation  issued,  the  rebel  Cherokee  Legislature  was  to  meet 
on  the  25th,  at  Webber’s  Falls.  Prevented,  and  dispersed  with  the  rebel 
forces. 

General  Cooper  has  sent  his  adjutant,  under  flag  of  truce,  to  negotiate 
for  exchange  of  prisoners. 

Sent  a heavy  scout,  with  howitzers,  under  Major  Foreman,  to  scout 
the  Lee’s  Creek  road  and  up  toward  Fayetteville,  to  watch  toward  Van 
Buren,  and  to  prevent  any  force  moving  up  east  of  this  until  Colonel 
Harrison  moves. 

Eespectfully, 


WM.  A.  PHILLIPS. 


Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis, 

Saint  Louis , Mo. 


(Eeceived  May  9,  18C3.) 

General  : Ascertained  that  the  rebel  loss  at  Webber’s  Falls  was 
much  heavier  than  first  reported.  Two  rebel  captains  killed.  Crossed 
the  Arkansas  Eiver  30  miles  below  Gibson,  after  the  fight,  and  marched 
toward  Evansville,  wThere  the  rebel  force  was  said  to  be.  Eebels  had 
precipitately  retreated  to  Fort  Smith  on  the  news  of  Webber’s  Falls 
affair.  Got  dispatches.  Learned  of  the  evacuation  of  Fayetteville. 
Under  your  orders,  demolished  the  works  at  Hildebrand’s  Mill,  and  have 
concentrated  the  force  at  Gibson.  Here  I have  a strong  work  which 
cannot  be  taken  by  any  force  or  artillery  the  enemy  can  bring  to  bear 
on  it.  It  is  on  a commanding  hill,  with  rear  bluffs,  on  Grand  Eiver; 
water  from  river  within  lines ; incloses  15  acres ; defensible  now,  but 
needs  much  more  work — a line  of  works,  with  angles  and  facings,  over 
l mile  in  length,  built  by  Indian  soldiers.  My  rear  is  up  Grand  Eiver 
Valley.  The  enemy  has  not  transportation,  and  cannot  subsist  here  so 
as  to  give  a long  siege.  If  hard  pressed,  I can  retreat  northwest,  car- 
rying a pursuing  foe  through  a desolate  country,  where  he  might  be 
taken  in  the  flank. 

1 do  not  think  the  enemy  can  menace  me  with  a heavy  force  for  two 
or  three  weeks  yet.  It  would  be  ruinous  to  the  Government  cause,  as 
well  as  to  these  people,  to  abandon  the  country.  As  my  orders  permit 
me  to  remain,  I shall  maintain  my  ground  at  all  hazards.  I can  send 
out  heavy  scouts  of  mounted  men  to  strike  the  enemy  in  front  and 
guard  my  rear  from  cavalry  scouts,  and  hold  the  work  with  the  re- 
mainder. 

I shall  strike  wherever  I can,  as  the  best  defense.  The  enemy  w?as  a 
good  deal  dispirited  and  demoralized  by  Webber’s  Falls,  and  if  I can 
strike  them  again,  I can  keep  them  south  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver  until 
Ihe  army  moves. 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel. 


Major-General  Curtis. 
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Headquarters, 

Fort  Gibson , Ind.  T .,  May  0,  18G3. 

Sir:  For  fear  of  accident  to  my  last  dispatches,  I recapitulate 
briefly. 

On  the  25th  ultimo  we  marched  across  the  river  and  routed  the 
enemy  at  Webber’s  Falls  after  a 30  miles’  night  march,  besides  fording 
the  river. 

After  the  fight  was  over,  Dr.  Gillpatrick,  I regret  to  say,  was  killed 
(assassinated)  while  going  to  dress  the  wounds  of  a rebel  soldier. 
His  loss  is  a heavy  one,  as  I trusted  much  in  his  judgment  and  fearless 
.activity. 

I sent  800  men  and  three  guns  into  Arkansas,  under  Colonel  [Fred- 
erick W.]  Scliaurte  and  Major  Foreman.  Those  of  the  enemy  on  this  [ 
side  had  fled  over  the  river  after  the  affair  at  Webber’s  Falls.  They  ■ 
burned  up  the  boats  from  here  to  Van  Buren. 

Colonel  [R.  P.]  Crump,  of  Texas,  with  a command  of  Texans,  arrived 
at. Fort  Smith  last  Friday. 

Cooper  and  Steele  are  doing  all  they  can  to  organize  the  Indian  rebel  | 
forces. 

I recrossed  the  river  at  Webber’s  Falls  while  it  was  deep  fording,  and 
rising  rapidly;  since  then  past  all  fording.  Good  boating  stage  at  this 
point. 

Have  heard  nothing  of  Colonel  Harrison  since  he  left  Fayetteville. 
My  army  is  suffering  for  bread.  I have  been  able  to  issue  none  to  the 
people  since  the  last  train  came.  The  agent  has  done  nothing  for  them.  1 
He  consumed  the  stock  in  hand  I had  accumulated  from  Arkansas  be-  j 
fore  I moved  in,  making  me  depend  on  the  trains.  It  seems  impossible 
to  get  supplies  promptly  from  Fort  Scott,  or  in  sufficient  quantities. 

A very  fine  fortification  (earthwork)  has  been  thrown  up  on  the  hill  * 
just  above  and  close  to  Fort  Gibson.  The  lines  of  works  are  about 
miles  long. 

The  Indian  soldiers  have  worked  splendidly.  I had  about  every  man 
on  duty,  either  working  or  scouting. 

The  fort  could  not  be  taken  by  20,000  men,  garrisoned  by  this  com- 
mand. It  rests  on  the  bluff  close  to  Grand  River,  affording  ample  water, 
and  I have  four  ferry-boats  under  its  lee. 

Yery  respectfull  y,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

Major-General  Blunt. 


MAY  1,  1863. — Skirmish  at  La  Grange,  Ark. 

Report  of  Capt.  J.  Q.  A.  De  Hvff,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Helena,  Ark.,  May  2, 18G3. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  yesterday  morning,  in 
pursuance  of  the  orders  of  my  commanding  officer,  I reported  with  1G0 
men  of  this  regiment  to  General  Gorman  for  instructions,  and  by  him 
was  directed  to  proceed  to  the  neighborhood  of  La  Grange  and  endeavor 
to  learn  the  movements,  if  any,  of  the  enemy.  General  Gorman  himself 
accompanied  my  command  beyond  the  pickets  of  the  new  Saint  Francis 
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road,  as  far  as  Mrs.  Turner’s  plantation.  I left  liim  at  about  9.30  a.  m., 
and  proceeded  toward  La  Grange,  keeping  my  advance  guard  in  view, 
and  with  flanking  parties  on  either  hand.  In  this  manner  I had  ap- 
proached within  a mile  of  the  town  of  La  Grange,  along  the  main  road, 
when  my  advance  guard  came  upon  the  enemy,  posted,  on  foot,  in  the 
wqods  on  either  side  of  the  road,  to  the  number,  as  I soon  learned,  of 
at  least  300.  I deployed  my  columns  in  squadrons  to  the  right  and  left, 
and  commenced  a vigorous  attack  upon  the  enemy.  My  men  behaved 
with  great  coolness,  and  their  fire  soon  caused  their  lines  in  our  front 
to  waver.  The  fire  on  my  front  had  been  in  successive  volleys,  but  was 
now  perceptibly  slacking. 

At  this  juncture,  and  at  the  moment  I was  about  to  charge  in  line, 
another  force  of  at  least  300  of  the  enemy,  mounted,  fell  upon  my  rear 
and  right  flank,  the  enemy  charging  and  delivering  their  fire  by  pla- 
toons. 

This  movement  threw  my  force,  now  so  greatly  outnumbered,  into 
some  confusion,  and  the  enemy  rallied  again  on  my  front.  My  force 
had  expended  their  revolvers,  and  most  of  their  carbine  fire,  and  it  be- 
came evident  that  I must  retire  or  be  completely  overwhelmed.  I got 
my  men  into  column,  and  directed  them  to  the  left,  falling  back  through 
the  timber  a distance  of  some  3 miles. 

The  enemy  pursued  with  vigor,  but  were  kept  in  fear  of  too  near  ap- 
proach by  the  firing  of  the  reloaded  carbines  ot  my  rear  guard.  Some 
of  my  men  were  also  able  to  reload  their  revolvers  and  discharge  them 
at  the  enemy. 

Making  a circuit,  I again  came  to  the  La  Grange  road,  to  the  rear  of 
the  place  of  attack  about  4 miles.  My  men  had  become  somewhat  scat- 
tered, and  on  coming  into  the  La  Grange  road  I retired  toward  Helena, 
until  re-enforced  by  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  and  the  Fifth  Kan- 
sas Cavalry.  We  then  advanced  to  the  place  of  conflict,  and  found  that 
the  enemy  had  fled,  taking  with  them  their  dead  and  wounded. 

The  loss  on  our  side  was  3 killed,  8 wounded,  and  30  missing,  proba- 
bly taken  prisoners;  total,  41. 

Among  the  wounded  are  Kegimental  Adjt.  Glenn  Lowe  and  Second 
Lieut.  Cornelius  A.  Stanton,  Company  I.  A list  of  the  names  of  the 
officers  and  men  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  accompanies  this  report. 

My  advance  guard,  29  men  of  Company  D,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant [William  C.]  Kiblack,  deserve  particular  notice  for  the  manly 
stand  they  made  against  the  enemy,  whose  hottest  fire  they  withstood 
with  the  most  determined  bravery.  Lieutenant  Stanton  was  at  the 
head  of  the  column,  and  fearlessly  assailed  the  enemy  with  his  com- 
mand, Company  I.  He  was  wounded  in  his  left  arm,  very  severely, 
early  in  the  engagement,  and  from  the  loss  of  blood  was  compelled  to 
retire  from  the  field.  Adjt.  Glenn  Lowe  was  also  at  the  head  of  the 
column,  and,  throughout  this  uneven  contest,  displayed  a heroism  of 
unusual  character.  His  horse  was  shot  from  under  him  as  soon  as  he 
came  up  with  the  enemy.  He  at  once  mounted  another,  and  as  the 
attack  in  the  rear  commenced,  he  drew  his  saber  and  encouraged  our 
men  with  his  voice.  At  this  time  he  was  shot  through  the  ankle  and 
afterward  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who  treated  him  with  kind- 
ness, and  left  him  at  a neighboring  house  without  paroling  him. 

Sergeant  Breediug,  Company  A,  and  Corporal  Birdsall,  Company  B, 
attacked  a party  of  the  enemy  who  had  5 prisoners,  and,  killing  2 of 
them,  released  our  men,  who  thus  escaped. 

Many  minor  skirmishes  took  place  during  our  retreat,  in  all  of  which 
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a continual  resistance  was  made  with  fatal  effect  to  the  enemy.  I do ' 
not  desire  to  give  particular  xiraise  when  all  did  as  well  as  men  could 1 
do  against  such  odds,  and  I have  only  to  regret  my  force  was  not  greater. 
With  the  valor  of  my  men  I am  satisfied.  The  loss  inflicted  upon  the 
enemy  was  not  less  than  40  men  killed  and  wounded.  Many  of  their  J 
dead  were  seen  upon  the  field. 

J.  Q.  A.  DE  HUFF, 

Captain  Company  />,  Commanding.  | 

Col.  Cyrus  Bussey, 

Comdg.  Second  Cavalry  Division , Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


MAY  3-11,  1863. — Scout  in  Cass  and  Bates  Counties,  Mo. 

Deport  of  Col.  Edward  Lynde , Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Paola,  May  11,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  3d  instant,  I left  cami)  i 
with  small  detachments  from  Comxianies  A,  D,  E,  F,  and  K,  of  this  | 
regiment,  for  a scout  in  Cass  and  Bates  Counties,  Missouri.  I scoured 
Cass  County  and  found  no  enemy;  then  turned  into  Bates  County,  and 
when  about  10  miles  north  of  Butler  received  your  letter  of  instructions, 

dated  Fort  Leavenworth, , 1863;  also  your  letter  dated  Fort 

Leavenworth,  May  5,  directing  Comx)any  D,  Captain  [Charles  F.J  Cole-  | 
man,  to  move  his  company  from  Bockville  to  Butler,  Mo.,  which  was 
immediately  comxffied  with.  I moved  on  to  the  Osage,  intending  to 
cross  to  Hog  Island,  but  found  the  river  too  high,  and  did  not  cross ; 
then  turned  east,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  on  Double  Branches, 
found  a gang  of  bushwhackers,  under  Jackman  and  Marckbauks,  Quan- 
trill  having  left  on  the  night  of  the  6th  instant  for  Henry  County,  Mis- 
souri, with  40  men.  We  found  Jackman  and  March  banks  with  about 
20  men,  who  fled  by  ones  and  twos,  and  then  escaped,  except  7,  who 
were  reported  killed  by  my  soldiers.  I found  county  raindly  filling  unj 
by  bushwhackers’  families,  who  are  returning  from  the  South  under  the 
imi)ression  that  Price  is  coming  up,  and  had  again  taken  x>ossessiou, 
with  their  stock.  This  stream,  called  the  Double  Branches,  is  their  ren- 
dezvous,  and  has  been  since  the  outbreak  of  this  rebellion ; but  four  loyal 
families  live  on  it,  and  they  are  doubtful.  About  fifty  or  sixty  families 
inhabit  that  country  bordering  on  that  stream.  I notified  them  to  leave 
and  go  south  of  the  Arkansas  Biver.  A great  xiart  of  them  xiositively 
refused.  I burned  eleven  houses,  inhabited  by  bushwhackers’  families,  T 
and  drove  off  all  the  stock  except  that  belonging  to  the  reported  loyal 
l)ersons.  We  broke  ipi  four  camx>s  of  bushwhackers  and  pursued  them 
to  the  eastern  side  of  Bates  County.  I think  for  the  xiresent  no  danger 
need  be  ajiprekended  from  that  quarter.  I will  keep  a close  watch,  for 
I am  satisfied  they  intend  to  organize  a force  somewhere  in  that  country; 

I think  in  Henry  County. 

The  stock  we  took  consists  of  a few  yoke  of  oxen,  mares  and  colts, 
young  horses  one  and  two  years  old,  cows  and  calves,  and  young  cattle; 
iu  all  about  350  head ; also  about  300  sheep.  1 believe  it  all  to  be  prop- 
erty of  bushwhackers  and  rebel  sympathizers.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
l>asture  is  scarce  at  Kansas  City  and  plenty  here,  and  the  stock  the 
kind  our  Kansas  farmers  would  like  to  buy,  and  some  of  it  may  be 
liroved  away,  I most  respectfully  ask  for  an  order  that  will  authorize 
the  sale  of  it  at  this  t>lace. 

Permit  me  to  ask  the  question,  How  am  1 to  send  the  rebel  sympa- 
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thizers  and  female  rebels,  who  are  plentiful  where  I have  been  for  the 
last  ten  days,  south  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  particularly  those  who  have 
no  way  to  go  and  those  who  refuse  to  go  ? I can  see  no  way  except  to 
gather  them  all  up  and  send  them  in  a Government  train,  and  reimburse 
the  Government  by  selling  their  stock. 

Company  0,  Captain  [John  E.]  Stewart,  has  not  yet  reported  at 
Olathe.  Scouting  parties  are  constantly  moving  from  the  different 
counties.  Can  I have  your  consent  to  go  into  the  counties  of  Henry 
and  Saline  on  our  next  scout,  if  I find  no  enemy  in  the  border  counties, 
or  if  they  run  into  those  counties  ? 

I am,  sir,  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  LYKDE, 
Colonel , Commanding . 

Capt.  H.  G.  Loring, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


MAY  4,  1863. — Operations  about  Lexington,  Mo. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Walter  King , Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry. 

Headquarters,  Lexington , May  5, 1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  Captain  Morris  returned 
last  evening  from  the  Wellington  neighborhood,  bringing  27  prisoners, 
and  having  in  other  respects  carried  out  orders  (copy  sent  you  yester- 
day). Another  officer  goes  into  that  section  to-day  with  similar  orders. 
On  last  night  the  same  four  thieves  visited  Wellington,  and  robbed  the 
post-office  and  cut  the  telegraph  wire. 

As  I finished  the  foregoing  sentence,  your  letter  of  the  3d  was  handed 
me. 

I have  no  information  or  belief  that  the  party  in  Wellington  exceeded 
4 or  6.  I do  not  think  that  there  were  any  guerrillas  outside  the  town. 
The  4 or  5 who  were  at  the  boat  would  have  robbed  it,  but  were  re- 
strained by  the  earnest  representations  of  one  Chancellor,  a resident, 
who  told  them  what  certain  fate  would  overtake  the  people  of  that  place 
if  they  did  harm  to  that  boat.  They  accordingly  desisted  by  sending  one 
man  up  the  stairway  for  a can  of  whisky  and  some  cigars,  &c.,  which  I 
expect  was  in  the  way  of  a treat  for  their  desisting.  “Fifty  or  sixty” 
are  liable  to  come  there  at  any  time  from  QuantrilPs  old  grounds,  on  the 
Blue ; but  there  are  no  reasons  to  believe  other  than  I have  now  stated. 
I have  talked  with  4 or  5 men  who  saw  the  part}^  that  night,  and  some 
as  late  as  an  hour  after  sunrise  next  day.  There  vere  4 of  them.  They 
went  into  the  Upper  Missouri  Bottom  that  night ; were  seen  with  cigars 
and  lemons  about  daybreak  at  Totetes,  above  Wellington,  and  an  hour 
by  sun  they  were  seen  on  the  Lone  Jack  road,  going  south.  I have  sent 
farther  out  to  arrest  other  parties. 

The  result  of  my  order  yesterday,  closing  out  all  men  in  the  city  who 
are  not  friendly  to  the  Government,  and  the  subsequent  meeting,  I look 
to  as  the  inception  of  a genuine  reformation  in  this  county.  After  the 
publication  of  the  order,  about  80  residents  rushed  to  By  land’s  office  to 
sign  the  resolutions.  But  in  the  meeting  they  were  excluded  from  par- 
ticipation in  the  meeting,  and  they  are  under  arrest  and  their  business 
closed,  as  yet.  I stated  in  the  meeting  that  in  each  case  of  those  sign- 
ing yesterday  there  would  be  special  inquiry  as  to  the  motives  of  their 
signing  so  late.  The  meeting  went  off  in  fine  spirit,  and  I assure  you 
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of  my  belief  that  rnuek  good  will  come  of  the  movement.  The  resolu-  j 
tions  were  adopted  by  acclamation  before  the  house  crowded  throughout,  j 

An  hour  has  elapsed  since  penning  the  foregoingparagraph,  spent  in  j 
interview  with  “John  De  Courcy,”  my  most  trusted  spy,  who  reached  ! 
here,  and  I gather  the  following : Quantrill  is  here ; he  came  from  Price  to  ! 
conscript;  be  came  with  40  men;  he  has  joined  Reid’s,  Jarrett’s,  Todd’s, 
Younger’s,  and  Clifton’s  gangs  to  his  own,  which  give  him  from  125  to 
150  men ; he  disbanded  his  force  on  Sunday  night,  with  orders  to  ren- 
dezvous on  Thursday  night  on  the  Big  Sni,  precise  place  not  definitely 
learned ; bas  orders  from  Price  to  stop  bushwhacking  and  horse  steal- 
ing.  Price  is  to  invade  Southeast  Missouri,  and  Quantrill  is  to  annoy  j 
Kansas  and  Western  Missouri ; intends  to  conscript  all  of  military  age";  ' 
has  secret  notice  among  Southern  men  to  come  to  his  camp  and  get  prop- 
erty taken  by  mistake ; came  here  to  stay,  and  not  to  take  away  any 
recruits ; seems  to  be  rather  elevated  in  his  purposes  by  his  six  or  eight 
months’  experience  with  the  regular  forces  ; proposes  "that  he  will  not 
assail  McF.’s  men  unless  assaulted,  but  that  he  neither  will  give  or  ex- 
pect quarter  of  K.’s  or  P.’s  men. 

I shall  send  a man  into  Quantrill’s  camp. 

“ De  Courcy”  informs  me  that  one  of  the  men  (Wise)  I have  here,  taken 
yesterday  at  Wellington,  is  an  arrant  guerrilla.  1 put  him  in  irons 
to-day.  Mail  hour  is  past  some  minutes.  I’ll  w^rite  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  KING, 
Lieutenant - Colonel, 


MAY  5-9,  1863. — Scout  from  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  to  Sherwood,  Mo.,  and  skir- 
mishes. 

Report  of  Maj.  Charles  W.  Blair , Second  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters,  Fort  Scott , Kans.,  May  9,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  Tuesday  last,  having 
heard  that  a rebel  camp  was  established  on  Centre  Creek,  Mo.,  near 
the  town  of  Sherwood,  about  60  miles  distant  from  this  post,  I dis- 
patched Adjt.  M.  M.  Ehle  with  a detachment  of  about  60  men  to  attack 
and  disperse  them,  and  bring  back  the  stolen  and  contraband  stock 
which  I was  informed  they  had  gathered  there  in  a very  considerable 
amount. 

By  forced  marches  he  got  to  the  south  of  them,  and,  learning  from 
his  scouts  that  they  numbered  from  200  to  300,  he  applied  to  Colonel 
[J.  M.]  Williams,  First  Kansas  (colored)  Volunteers,  for  assistance,  who 
promptly  re-enforced  him  with  two  companies  and  one  gun,  of  Blair’s 
battery,  under  Lieutenant  [Daniel  O.]  Knowles.  With  this  added  force, 
he  attacked  tile  enemy  at  daybreak,  carrying  the  camp  in  gallant  style 
and  dispersing  the  rebels  in  every  direction.  He  subsequently  attacked 
and  took  another  camp  nearer  the  town  and  dispersed  its  occupants. 
Some  few  prisoners  were  taken,  and  about  50  head  of  young  horses  and 
mules,  part  of  which,  with  the  prisoners,  were  delivered  over  to  Colonel 
Williams,  and  the  residue,  being  the  greater  part  thereof,  were  turned 
over  to  Capt.  M.  H.  Insley,  assistant  quartermaster,  at  this  post,  upon 
their  arrival  here  to-day. 

This  has  been  a most  successful  scout,  and  a very  profitable  capture 
to  the  Government.  Great  credit  is  due  to  the  sagacity,  persistence, 
and  judgment  manifested  by  Adjutant  Ehle  in  the  management  of  the 
whole  affair.  He  conducted  the  whole  scout  himself,  and  is  entitled  to 
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all  tbe  credit.  It  was  well  planned,  maturely  considered,  and  executed 
with  rapidity,  precision,  and  skill.  I do  not  know  that  I can  find  a 
better  opportunity  of  calling  your  attention  to  a brave  and  deserving 
officer.  Since  be  has  been  associated  with  me  I have  found  him  able, 
capable,  faithful,  industrious,  and  energetic,  and  always  at  bis  post.  In 
the  execution  of  bis  duty  he  is  one  of  tbe  most  promising  and  efficient 
young  officers  of  tbe  district,  and  well  worthy  of  a higher  rank  and  a 
broader  field  for  the  exercise  of  his  capabilities. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

CHAS.  W.  BLAIR, 

Major  Second  Kansas  Volunteers , Commanding  Post. 

Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt, 

Commanding  District  of  Kansas. 


MAY  6-19,  1863. — Scout  from  Creek  Agency,  Ind.  T.,  to  Jasper  County, 

Mo.,  including  skirmishes  at  Martin’s  House,  Centre  Creek,  and  near  Sher- 
wood, and  destruction  of  Sherwood. 

REPORTS.* 

No.  1. — Maj.  T.  R.  Livingston,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Lieut.  Edward  A.  Smith,  Second  Kansas  Battery,  of  skirmish  near  Sherwood, 
and  affair  (June  8)  near  Fort  Scott. 

NTo.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  T.  R.  Livingston , C.  S.  Army. 

Diamond  Grove,  Jasper  County,  Mo., 

May  28,  1863. 

General  : I left  the  Creek  Agency  on  the  Gtli  of  May,  en  route  for 
Missouri ; crossed  the  Verdigris  River  at  Sandtown ; camped  one  day 
at  the  Union  Saline  Works,  and  from  thence  up  the  Texas  road.  At 
the  house  of  Captain  Martin,  on  Cabin  Creek,  met  a scout  of  the  enemy 
from  Fort  Scott.  I immediately  engaged  him,  killing  1 and  wounding 
1.  He  then  took  shelter  in  and  around  the  houses.  I endeavored  to 
draw  them  out,  but  without  success.  He  was  soon  re-enforced  by  a 
company  of  cavalry  from  Forfc  Gibson.  I then  retired  to  Cary’s  Gap 
and  camped  for  the  night.  My  loss  was  3 men  slightly  wounded. 

The  following  morning  [9th?]  I took  up  the  line  of  march  for  South- 
west Missouri,  and  arrived  in  Jasper  County  without  any  incidents 
worthy  of  note. 

On  the  15th  of  May,  as  I was  crossing  the  timber  of  Centre  Creek, 
about  10  miles  southwest  of  Carthage,  I encountered  a scout  of  the 
enemy,  consisting  of  125  Newtonia  militia.  I immediately  got  my  men 
in  position  to  receive  an  assault  from  him,  whom  I vigorously  repulsed. 
I charged  upon  him,  Captain  Estes  commanding  the  left,  Captain  Mc- 
Cullough the  center,  and  Captain  Rusk  a flanking  party  on  the  right. 
A sharp  firing  ensued;  the  enemy  were  soon  flying  before  us,  being  com- 
pletely put  to  rout.  I pursued  him  about  3 miles.  The  enemy  lost  in 

* See  also  May  13-18, 1863.—  Scout  from  Newtonia  to  French  Point  and  Centre  Creek, 
£Io.,  &c.,  p.  328. 
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killed,  13;  mortally  wounded,  4;  prisoners,  4.  My  loss,  killed, none, 
wounded,  Captain  Estes,  slightly  in  the  arm ; Captain  McCullough, 
slightly  stunned  from  the  fall  of  his  horse  that  was  shot  under  him.  I 
then  retired  to  Twin  Groves,  about  3 miles  distant. 

The  next  day  [16th]  the  enemy  re-enforced  to  about  400.  I moved  on 
Spring  River,  but  was  not  pursued. 

On  the  18th,  my  scouts  reported  60  negroes  and  white  men,  belonging 
to  Colonel  [J.  M.]  Williams’  negro  regiment,  with  five  six-mule  teams, 
foraging  on  Centre  Creek  Prairie.  I ordered  out  67  of  my  best  mounted 
men.  I came  upon  them  at  Mrs.  Rador’s,  pillaging  her  premises.  I after- 
ward learned  that  they  were  ordered  not  to  take  more  plunder  than  they 
could  take  with  them.  I charged  them  at  the  house,  flanking  them  on 
the  right,  routed  them,  and  pursued  them  about  8 miles,  to  the  crossing 
of  Spring  River. 

The  enemy’s  loss  in  killed  was,  negroes,  23,  and  7 white  men ; wounded, 
unknown;  and  — prisoners;  also  captured  30  mules  and  5 wagons;  a 
box  containing  1,400  cartridges  and  caps;  a good  many  guns,  pistols,  &c. 
The  prisoners  I have  subsequently  exchanged  for  Confederate  soldiers. 
I sustained  no  loss.  The  following  day  (19th)  they  returned  with  300 
infantry  and  two  companies  of  cavalry  and  burned  the  town  of  Sherwood 
and  eleven  farm-houses  in  the  vicinity.  They  put  10  of  their  dead  (ne- 
groes) that  had  been  left  on  the  battle-ground  the  day  preceding,  and, 
together  with  the  body  of  Mr.  John  Bishop,  a citizen  prisoner,  whom 
they  had  murdered,  into  the  house  of  Mrs.  Rador,  and  burned  the  prem- 
ises. They  then  returned  to  their  camp  at  Baxter  Springs. 

With  great  respect,  I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  R.  LIVINGSTON, 

Major , Commanding  Confederate  Forces. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price,  C.  S.  Army . 

P.  S. — Captain  Estes  and  I were  both  slightly  wounded  in  the  last 
fight. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Edward  A.  Smith , Second  Kansas  Battery , of  skirmish 
near  Sherwood , and  affair  (June  8)  near  Fort  Scott. 

Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  June  30, 1863. 
Sir  : In  accordance  with  Paragraph  I,  General  Orders,  No.  169,  of 
1862,  Adjutant-General’s  Office,  I have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  : 

On  the  18th  day  of  May,  1863,  a foraging  party  from  the  camp  of  Colo- 
nel [James  M.]  Williams,  First  Colored  Volunteers,  Baxter  Springs, 
Kans.,  consisting  in  part  of  men  belonging  to  my  battery,  was  attacked 
in  the  vicinity  of  Sherwood,  Mo.,  by  a party  of  rebel  guerrillas,  and 
Corpl.  Van  Rensler  Hancock,  Private  Joseph  Endecott,  and  Private 
Cameron  Garrett  were  killed.  On  the  8tli  day  of  June,  1863,  the  same 
rebel  guerrillas  attacked  the  herd  grazing,  and  Private  Arthur  W. 
Gaines  was  killed,  and  Corpl.  Thomas  Larkin,  and  Private  James  Martin 
were  taken  prisoners. 

Verv  respectfully,  &c., 

E.  A.  SMITH, 

First  Lieutenant , Commanding  Second  Kansas  Battery. 
Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  the  Frontier. 
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MAY  9,  1863. — Skirmish  in  Stone  County,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col . William  F.  Cloud. 

Springfield,  May  16,  1863. 

General  : Captain  Moore,  of  the  Second  Provisional  Regiment  En- 
rolled Missouri  Militia,  reports  that  on  last  Saturday  a scout  of  9 men 
of  his  company  came  upon  a party  of  bushwhackers  in  Stone  County, 
reported  to  be  50  in  number,  who  were  going  south  with  stock  that  they 
had  stolen  from  farmers  in  this  district,  and,  after  a brisk  tight,  in  which 
2 of  the  bushwhackers  were  killed,  3 severely  wounded  and  left  upon 
the  field,  and  4 captured,  the  chivalry  decamped,  leaving  31  head  of 
horses  and  mules,  blankets,  overcoats,  and  other  property,  which  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  to  be  returned  to  the 
proper  owners. 

W.  F.  CLOUD, 

Colonel , Commanding  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Mo. 


MAY  11,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Taylor’s  Creek,  or  Crowley’s  Ridge,  Ark. 

REPOETS. 

No.  1. — Abstract  from  “ Record  of  Events,”  Second  Cavalry  Brigade,  Thirteenth  Army 
Corps. 

No.  2.— Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Marmaduke,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  3.— Col.  George  W.  Carter,  Twenty-first  Texas  Cavalry. 

» 

No.  1. 

Abstract  from  u Record  of  Events ,”  Second  Cavalry  Brigade,  Thirteenth 

Army  Corps.* 

May  6,  a scout  of  1,200  cavalry  of  this  command  scoured  the  country 
between  White  and  Saint  Francis  Rivers,  being  absent  ten  days.  During 
that  time,  having  divided,  they  fell  in  with  Marmaduke’s  forces  on 
L’Anguille  River  at  two  points,  an  drafter  a severe  fight,  retreated,  losing 
1 killed  and  4 wounded  of  the  First  Indiana  Cavalry.  Among  the 
wounded  are  Lieuts.  W.  C.  Wilhelm  and  Charles  Denaman.  Enemy 
estimated  at  6,000. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Marmaduke , C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

Jacksonport , Ark.,  May  24, 1863. 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a report  of  the  skirmish 
with  the  Federal  forces  on  Crowley’s  Ridge. 

On  April  [May]  9,  I received  from  Colonel  [George  W.]  Carter  in- 
formation that  a Federal  force  of  1,500  or  2,000  men  (infantry,  cavalry, 

* From  return  for  month  of  May,  1863. 
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and  artillery)  were  marching  from  Helena  toward  Cotton  Plant,  either 
to  capture  [Arch.  S.]  Dobbin’s  regiment  or  destroy  supplies  at  Cotton 
Plant.  I supposed  the  enemy’s  movements  were  really  intended  to  attack 
Dobbin’s  troops  in  the  field  or  destroy  his  trains,  which  were  on  the 
east  side  of  L’Anguille.  I immediately  dispatched  a courier  to  Colonel 
Carter,  commanding  cavalry  on  Crowley’s  Ridge,  not  to  cross  the  L’An- 
guille, but  let  the  enemy  cross  the  L’Anguille  to  him,  and  attack  them 
as  far  as  possible  from  Helena,  and  on  the  east  side  of  the  L’Anguille. 

At  2 p.  m.  on  the  10th,  with  Captain  [Thomas  C.]  Newton  and  a guide, 

1 started  for  Carter’s  headquarters,  and  joined  him  near  Mr.  Croper’s,  on 
Crowley’s  Ridge,  7 miles  from  Wittsburg,  on  the  Batesville  and  Mem- 
phis road. 

This  was  about  3 p.  m.  on  the  11th.  Carter’s  forces  were  then  on  the 
march  toward  Seaburn’s  Bridge.  He  informed  me  that  his  information 
from  Dobbin  was  that  the  enemy  (infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery)  was 
about  1,800  men,  with  six  pieces  of  artillery  ; that  they  had  encamped  ; 
at  Sweitzer’s  on  the  night  of  the  10th,  and  were  marching  to  cross  the 
L’Anguille  at  Seaburn’s  Bridge.  Carter  had  sent  a scout  to  the  bridge, 
who  at  sunset  reported  the  euemy  as  having  crossed  Seaburn’s  Bridge  I 
in  force,  and  had  encamped  at  Taylor’s  Creek,  4 miles  east  of  the  bridge,  i 
I advised  Carter  to  dispatch  immediately  to  Dobbin  (who  was  near  i 
Hughs’  Ferry,  on  the  L’Anguille,  and  25  miles  below  Seaburn’s  Bridge)  j 
to  move  his  command  with  all  possible  dispatch  up  the  L’Anguille  on 
west  side  to  Seaburn’s  Bridge*;  attack  the  enemy  in  rear ; cross  the 
bridge  if  the  enemy  had  passed  ; destroy  the  bridge,  and  fall  upon  the 
enemy’s  rear.  At  the  same  time  Carter  would  attack  them  in  front. 
This  order  was  written  by  Colonel  Carter  and  sent  to  Dobbin  by  a staff 
officer.  Colonel  Carter  reported  to  me  that  his  strength  wTas  as  fol- 
lows : Of  his  brigade,  about  900  cavalry  and  Pratt’s  battery  (four 
pieces) ; [Colton]  Greene’s  brigade,  500  mounted  men,  and  two  mountain 
pieces  of  artillery.  I advised  Carter  also  to  order,  up  immediately 
from  the  several  camps  (where  his  wagons  were)  all  his  armed  men, 
mounted  and  dismounted,  also  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chrisman  (who  was 
at  Dobbin’s  wagon  camp),  with  all  of  Dobbin’s  armed  men.  Dobbin 
reported  to  Carter  that  his  force  in  the  field  was  500  or  600  men.  From 
the  best  information  I could  get,  I presumed  the  Federal  force  was  not 
less  than  1,500,  and  not  exceeding  2,000,  with  four  to  six  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. This  information  was  based  upon  Dobbin’s  positive  reports  to  i 
Carter.  Carter’s  column  encamped  on  the  night  of  the  10th  4 miles  from 
Taylor’s  Creek,  a little  town.  Tfiis*camp  I reached  about  midnight. 

A little  after  sun-up,  the  column  moved  against  the  enemy,  and,  be- 
tween 9 and  10  o’clock  on  the  12th,  Carter’s  advance  (about  half  a mile 
ahead  of  the  main  column)  engaged  the  enemy  at  Taylor’s  Creek,  and 
were  driven  back  by  them.  I was  between  the  advance  and  the  main  I 
column.  The  officer  in  the  advance  dispatched  that  he  had  engaged  the 
enemy  (cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery).  I presumed  that  their  wffiole 
force  vTas  there,  and  had  every  reason  to  believe  so.  I moved  upon  the 
enemy  at  the  hour  I did,  that  Dobbin  might  have  further  time  to  get 
into  position,  be  ready  for  a simultaneous  attack,  destroy  the  bridge, 
and  insure  the  enemy’s  capture.  As  soon  as  the  advance  w as  engaged, 
two  pieces  of  artillery  were  ordered  forward  to  support  it  and  resist  the 
euemy,  w ho  were  advancing.  At  the  same  time  I ordered  all  the  other 
troops,  except  [D.  C.]  Giddings’  Texas  regiment,  to  dismount  and  form 
for  battle.  The  whole  was  done  with  dispatch.  The  indications  then 
were  that  tbe  enern^  knew  of  the  forced  inoveiueut,  and  were  moving 
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upon  me.  As  soon  as  my  troops  were  dismounted  and  formed  in  line 
of  battle,  I pushed  forward  cavalry  to  feel  them  and  bring  on  the  en- 
gagement. A brisk  fight  ensued  between  the  advance.  On  both  sides 
the  troops  fought  mounted  and  dismounted,  and  with  artillery.  The 
enemy’s  force  engaged  returned  in  the  direction  of  Seaburn’s  Bridge. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  [M.  L.]  Young’s  battalion  pursued  and  engaged 
them  near  and  at  this  point,  which  they  reached  about  10  a.  m. 

During  this  time  I learned  that  a large  body  of  cavalry,  variously 
estimated  from  600  to  1,200,  had  moved  to  my  left  on  the  Madison  road, 
which  was  down  the  L’ Anguille,  and  had  not  participated  in  the  fight, 
having  moved  out  one  [hour]  before  it,  and  was  perhaps  some  5 miles 
distant.  1 presumed  the  artillery  firing  would  be  heard  by  them,  and 
they  would  make  an  attempt  to  return.  I therefore  ordered  Carter’s 
brigade  to  move  to  my  left  and  thwart  this  movement  by  taking  up  a 
position  on  the  Madison  road,  some  3 miles  distant.  I now  had  the 
enemy  separated  ; one  force  moving  down  the  L’ Anguille  on  the  Madi- 
son road — no  outlet  except  to  swim  the  L’Anguille  or  Saint  Francis,  or 
by  a by-road  to  slip  up  the  L’Anguille  to  Seaburn’s  Bridge — the  other 
had  retreated  to  the  bridge,  or  rather  to  within  half  a mile  of  the  bridge, 
where  he  was  engaged  by  Young  with  his  brave  little  battalion  and  two 
pieces  of  Greene’s  artillery.  I immediately  ordered  Carter,  with  700  men 
and  two  pieces  of  Pratt’s  battery,  to  pursue  the  force  moving  down  the 
L’Anguille  on  Madison  road.  The  rest  of  his  brigade,  with  Greene’s,  I 
ordered  to  move  down  to  Taylor’s  Creek.  About  the  time  the  troops 
had  reached  Taylor’s  Creek,  I received  a dispatch  from  Colonel  Young, 
who  had  been  fighting  the  enemy,  both  using  their  men  mounted  and 
dismounted,  and  also  their  artillery,  reporting  that  the  enemy  were  in 
strong  force,  and  were  advancing  upon  him.  I now  presumed  I had  to 
fight  the  heaviest  column,  composed*of  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry. 

As  yet  I had  heard  not  a word  from  Dobbin.  Again,  as  Dobbin  had 
made  no  attack  in  rear,  had  not  answered  my  attack  in  front,  and  had 
not  communicated  with  me,  I feared  that  he  had  not  received  Carter’s 
orders,  or  had  been  prevented  by  superior  force  from  executing  the 
orders  given.  At  the  same  time  I presumed,  as  the  enemy  made  every 
demonstration  of  battle  at  the  bridge,  they  deemed  the  force  strong 
enough  to  give  battle.  I was  impressed  with  this  belief  by  a dispatch 
from  Colonel  Young,  saying  that  the  force  which  Carter  was  ordered  to 
pursue  had  come  in  by  a path  up  the  L’Anguille.  Upon  this  informa- 
tion from  Young,  I dispatched  to  Carter  that  the  force  he  was  pursuing 
had  reached  Seaburn’s  Bridge,  and  to  return  immediately.  Carter 
obeyed  the  order,  and  had  returned  about  1 mile,  when  he  was  positively 
informed  that  my  information  was  incorrect;  that  the  force  he  was  pur- 
suing was  5 miles  below  him,  burning  and  pillaging.  He  immediately 
(and  very  properly)  turned,  and  again  continued  his  pursuit. 

After  putting  all  the  forces  I had  (about  500  men)  in  position  to  fight 
the  enemy,  should  they  come  against  me,  I went  in  person  to  the  ad- 
vance, where  Young  was,  and  satisfied  myself  that  the  force  which  Car- 
ter was  pursuing  had  not  come  in ; dispatched  Carter  to  that  effect, 
ordering  him  to* continue  the  pursuit,  and,  after  a careful  reconnaissance, 
was  convinced  that  the  enemy’s  position  was  such  that  500  men  could 
not  dislodge  them  without  great  loss,  if  at  all ; and  even  then  they 
would  have  the  bridge  to  retreat  on.  To  have  thrown  my  command 
upon  the  enemy,  they  holding  an  admirable  position  in  a miry  swamp 
of  dense  undergrowth  and  heavy  timber,  approached  for  three-quarters 
of  a mile  only  by  a causeway,  which  the  enemy  had  torn  up  in  places, 
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and  which  they  commanded  with  their  artillery,  would  have  been  crimi- 
nal, without  a prompt  and  vigorous  co-operation  from  Dobbin  in  rear. 
Two  or  more  demonstrations  had  been  made  upon  them,  and  no  answer 
of  co-operation  from  the  rear  was  given.  As  yet  their  force  was  not 
known ; it  was  supposed  to  be  even  stronger  in  numbers  than  my  own. 

At  3.30  p.  m.  I received  a dispatch  from  Colonel  Dobbin  saying  he 
was  near  the  bridge.  I immediately  dispatched  back  to  burn  the  bridge, 
if  possible,  and,  at  all  hazards,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  retreating, 
and  advising  him  to  come  and  see  me,  if  he  could  leave  his  command  in 
good  hands  for  that  time  (two  and  a half  hours).  He  reported  to  me  at 
a little  after  sunset,  and  immediately  started  on  his  return. 

After  Dobbin  had  communicated,  and  the  actual  strength  of  the 
enemy  was  known,  and  before  a prompt  co-operation  from  Dobbin 
could  begin,  there  was  not  sufficient  time  before  dark  to  make  the  attack. 

I therefore  determined  to  attack  at  daylight.  The  enemy  had  but  two 
ways  to  make  his  escape — across  the  bridge  and  toward  Helena,  in  the 
face  of  Dobbin’s  force,  or  in  the  direction  of  my  force.  Colonel  Dobbin  . 
informed  me  that  his  strength  was  450  armed  men.  I put  about  one-half 
of  my  command  on  guard  to  watch  the  enemy  to  prevent  his  escape. 
The  rest  slept  on  their  arms,  ready  at  a moment’s  call. 

The  enemy,  about  dark,  crossed  the  bridge  and  passed  on  the  road 
which  Dobbin’s  command  was  specially  ordered  to  guard,  and  had  re- 
treated at  least  16  miles  before  Colonel  Dobbin’s  command  iuformed 
me  of  their  retreat.  No  resistance  was  made  to  them,  and,  indeed,  tbe 
courier  who  brought  me  the  intelligence  reported  that  nothing  was 
known  of  their  retreat  till  the  enemy  had  passed  upon  the  road  some  8 . 
miles,  and  that  they  were  going  rapidly.  This  sentinel  had  to  return  8 
miles  to  bring  me  this  intelligence.  Had  proper  spirit  and  proper  vig- 
ilance been  displayed  by  Dobbin’s  command,  the  whole  force  would, 
undoubtedly,  have  been  captured.  The  enemy,  having  fresh  and  far 
superior  horses,  with  at  least  16  miles’  advantage,  rendered  pursuit 
useless. 

Carter  pursued  the  enemy,  and,  about  sunset,  encountered  them. 
After  a few  desperate  charges  upon  them  (a  part  of  them  ambuscaded), 
in  which  he  killed  a number  and  lost  himself  some  valuable  officers  and 
men  killed  and  wounded,  drove  them  from  their  position.  Night  com- 
ing on,  and  by  the  advice  of  his  senior  officers,  who  reported  both  men 
and  horses  exhausted,  he  halted  his  column  for  a fewr  hours  to  feed  and 
rest.  During  this  time  the  enemy  moved  rapidly  to  Hughs’  Ferry  and 
crossed.  J 

A more  detailed  report  of  Colonel  Carter’s  operations  will  be  found 


in  his  accompanying  report. 

The  force  (cavalry)  which  Carter  pursued  w as  about  9o0 ; no  artillery. 
The  force  at  Seab urn’s  Bridge  was  about  350  and  two  pieces  of  artillery. 
Had  Dobbin’s  command  fallen  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  or  even  de- 
stroyed the  bridge,  the  350  cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  would 
certainly  have  been  captured,  and  that  whole  force  could  have  been 
turned  against  the  other  column,  wrhich  also  should  have  been  de- 
stroyed or  captured.  The  failure  deserves  investigation  and  the  pun- 
ishment of  the  incompetent  party. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  S.  MARMADUKE, 
Brigadier -General,  Commanding.  . 


Maj.  W.  B.  Blair, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Arkansas. 
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No.  3. 

Report  of  Col.  George  W.  Garter , Twenty-first  Texas  Cavalry. 

Colonel  Graham’s, 

May  15,  1863 — 6 p.  m. 

General  : Have  received  reports  from  all  my  pickets  and  scouts. 
The  enemy  went  direct  to  Helena,  and  has  made  no  movement  in  any 
direction.  The  scouts  report  only  3,000  men  there,  all  told.  I have 
ordered  Dobbin  to  rendezvous  near  the  Saint  Francis,  on  the  Military 
road  (2  miles  from  Saint  Francis).  There  are  2,000  bushels  of  corn 
there  and  plenty  of  water.  I have  ordered  Greene  to  keep  his  head- 
quarters near  Colonel  Cross’,  and  to  consume  all  the  forage  in  that 
vicinity.  I have  ordered  Carter’s  brigade  into  camp,  between  Military 
road  and  Colonel  Graham’s  place.  Have  ordered  Young’s  battalion 
to  picket  and  guard  Seaburn’s  Bridge;  I am  afraid  to  trust  Dobbin 
there;  besides,  Dobbin  still  has  some  cases  of  small-pox,  and  I want 
to  separate  him  from  the  other  commands.  I furnish  from  Carter’s 
command  the  pickets  for  Saint  Francis  and  L’Anguille  ; from  Greene, 
pickets  above  Harrisburg,  and  two  lines  of  couriers,  and  at  bridge. 
Have  sent  a select  scout  of  my  own  men  to  Helena ; will  get  report  to- 
morrow. The  couriers  to  Newport  will  bring  papers  to-morrow  night, 
I hope.  Lieutenant  [D.  A.  T.]  Walton  reports  that  Dobbin  reached  the 
bridge  time  enough  to  have  destroyed  it,  and  subsequently  reached 
Hughs’  Ferry  before  the  enemy  had  crossed,  but  would  not  fight  at 
either  point.  I shall  order  a report  on  these  points,  and  forward  them 
to  you.  I will  forward  to-morrow  my  report  of  the  movements  of  my 
command  on  the  day  of  the  fight.  Lieutenant  [William  B.]  McGehee 
and  Private  Benton  have  died  of  their  wounds.  Lieutenant  Anderson 
is  sinking  rapidly ; also  Lieutenant  [Wellington]  Triplett.  The  other 
wounded,  including  Captains  [M.  M.]  Kenney  and  Hosbrook,  are  doing 
well,  and  have  some  prospect  of  recovering.  Have  put  all  the  shops 
to  work  shoeing  horses;  have  sent  detail  to  [work]  upon  road  and 
repair  bridge.  Have  ordered  [S.  G.]  Kitchen  to  establish  line  of  cou- 
riers to  Greene’s  camp.  Have  taken  all  precautions  to  prevent  spread 
of  small-pox.  Shall  start  to-morrow  to  visit  my  whole  line  of  pickets. 
Will  now  give  you  the  news: 

Lee’s  report  or  dispatch  to  President  Davis  of  the  battle  of  Freder- 
icksburg has  been  received.  He  reports  a glorious  victory,  stating  that 
our  loss  was  comparatively  small,  and  the  enemy’s  was  30,000  or  35,000 
killed  and  wounded.  This  does  not  embrace  Stoneman’s  command, 
which  is  believed  to  have  been  captured.  The  Memphis  papers  also 
state  that  on  the  9th  and  10th  Johnston  had  attacked  Rosecrans’  re- 
enforcements from  Kentucky,  near  Shelby ville,  and  had  destroyed  them, 
and  then  attacked  and  routed  Rosecrans,  who  retreated  in  great  confu- 
sion to  Nashville.  This  item  comes  by  way  of  both  Helena  and  Mem- 
phis, and  is  brought  by  Mr.  Harris,  of  Louisiana,  a friend  of  mine,  who 
took  the  paper  to  Little  Rock  yesterday.  A fight  also  at  Vicksburg. 
There  are  two  versions  of  the  Vicksburg  fight — one  from  Memphis  and 
the  other  from  Helena.  The  first  states  that  the  enemy  had  gotten  in 
the  rear  of  Vicksburg,  and  that  we  had  been  largely  re-enforced  from 
Mobile  and  Port  Gibson,  and  were  confident  of  whipping  him,  and  that 
he  was  then  striving  to  get  back  to  the  river.  The  second  report  is 
that  three  or  four  of  our  batteries  were  taken,  and  700  men  captured, 
but  when  the  boats  and  transports  moved  upon  the  others  we  received 
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them,  killing  and  wounding  14,000,  and  taking  a great  many  prisoners. 
The  reports  of  Fredericksburg  and  Murfreesborougli  are  true,  I believe, 
but  I don’t  know  about  the  last.  I will  send  you  papers  as  soon  as  they 
come. 

The  number  of  my  sick  is  on  the  increase;  they  are  greatly  damaged 
by  our  late  expedition,  but,  I hope,  will  be  rested  and  well  again. 

I am,  general,  very  truly, 

G.  W.  CARTER, 

Colonel , Commanding  Cavalry , Marmadulce’s  Division. 

Brigadier-General  Marmaduke. 


MAY  13-18,  1863. — Scout  from  Newtonia  to  French  Point  and  Centre 
Creek,  Mo.,  and  skirmishes. 

REPORTS.* 

No.  1. — Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  T.  Crittenden,  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

No.  2. — Maj.  Edward  B.  Eno,  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  T.  Crittenden , Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  1 

Cavalry. 

Newtonia,  May  18,  1863. 

Colonel  : Major  Eno  came  in  this  evening,  after  a scout  of  five  ; 
days.  Divided  his  force,  of  200  men,  into  three  divisions,  under  him-  | 
self,  Captain  Ballew,  of  Company  I,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia 
Cavalry,  and  Captain  Henslee,  of  Company  L,  Seventh  Missouri  State 
Militia  Cavalry.  The  latter,  in  conjunction  with  Captain  Cassairt,  of 
Company  I,  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  with  60  men  in  all, 
moved  down  Centre  Creek ; found  Livingston  near  the  Centre  Creek  j 
lead  mines,  strongly  posted  behind  densely  thick  brush  and  an  old  shop,  j 
with  100  splendidly  armed  guerrillas.  Attacked  them  vigorously ; drove  j 
them  from  the  bush  ; killed  7 ; wounded  many  others  badly.  One  cap- 
tain, 1 lieutenant,  and  Colonel  Harrison  are  believed  to  have  been  killed.  ; 
I lost  4 killed  and  2 wounded,  slightly. 

After  the  fight,  Major  Eno,  Captains  Henslee  and  Cassairt  joined 
their  forces,  and  entirely  scattered  the  rebels,  by  active  chasing. 

Ballew,  in  consequence  of  misunderstanding,  became  entirely  sepa-  < 
rated — was  not  engaged.  Colonel,  the  officers  and  soldiers  behaved 
very  gallantly  in  this  fight.  Major  Eno  is  a vigorous,  energetic  officer. 
Livingston  had  200  men  under  him,  in  Jasper  County,  a fewT  days  ago. 
His  force  is  increasing  rapidly.  A large  force,  under  Coffee  & Co.,  are 
gathering  in  Jasper  County,  to  attack  this  post,  as  currently  believed 
by  friend  and  foe.  I will  fight  them.  Will  send  tri-monthly  report. 

T.  T.  CRITTENDEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel , Commanding  Post. 

Col.  William  F.  Cloud, 

Commanding  District  of  Southwest  Missouri. 


See  also  May  6-19,  1863,  p.  321. 
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I Newtonia,  Mo.,  May  20,  1863. 

Sir  : Since  I made  my  report  to  Colonel  Cloud  of  the  result  of  the 
tight  between  Captain  Henslee,  of  Company  L,  of  the  Seventh  Missouri 
State  Militia  Cavalry,  and  Captain  [Jacob]  Cassairt,  of  Company  F, 
of  the  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  with  about  70  men,  and 
Livingston,  rebel  guerrilla,  with  100  men,  near  Centre  Creek  lead  mines, 
a day  or  so  ago,  I have  the  most  positive  evidence  that  there  were  15 
killed  upon  Livingston’s  side,  and  several  mortally  wounded.  I was 
informed  by  several  ladies  of  his  own  stripe  that  Livingston  buried  12 
of  his  men  in  one  grave — were  present  at  the  burial.  It  was  a desper- 
ate bushwhacking  fight;  both  sides  were  hand-to-hand  in  the  brush 
for  awhile.  Captain  Henslee’s  horse  became  very  much  frightened,  and 
charged  immediately  through  the  rebel  crew ; it  is  supposed  fifty  guns 
were  fired  alone  at  him  in  his  passage;  escaped  unhurt.  He  fired  as 
he  went  through ; killed  1 ; charged  back  again  in  order  to  save  him- 
self and  killed  another.  All  through  the  country  much  excitement 
prevails  in  regard  to  the  fight.  Major  Eno  is  preparing  an  official  ac- 
count of  the  scout;  will  forward  it.  It  was  eminently  successful,  of 
which  fact  I am  more  and  more  convinced  daily. 

On  yesterday  I saw  a private  note  that  Tom.  [R.]  Livingston  had  writ- 
ten to  a lady  friend  in  Granby,  in  which  he  stated  he  would  start  in  a 
few  days  for  Franklin,  on  the  Pacific  road,  in  this  State,  and  would  de- 
liver any  letters  she  would  write.  Did  not  state  whether  going  alone  or 
going  down  on  a raid.  Well  enough  to  watch  his  movements.  There 
is  but  little  doubt  in  my  mind  of  Colonel  Harrison’s  (of  C.  S.  Army) 
death.  If  your  order  in  regard  to  Major  Euo’s  remaining  here,  and  co- 
operating with  you,  had  not  come,  I would  have  started  before  this  the 
same  scout  after  Livingston. 

A quick  succession  of  vigorous  scouts  will  destroy  and  disperse  them. 
Kill  Livingston,  and  there  is  no  one  else  to  mass  and  congregate  these 
bands.  Is  a man  of  much  influence. 

Have  you  had  a scout  toward  Pin  evil!  e ? 

Yours,  very  respectfullv, 

T.  T.  CRITTENDEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel , Commanding  Post. 

Lieut.  J.  C.  French, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

P.  S. — Lieut.  Auson  A.  McElhoney,  of  Company  M,  Missouri  State 
Militia  Cavalry,  was  detailed  a few  months  since  to  take  charge  of  the 
stragglers’  (now  convalescent). camp,  which  order  I hope  you  will  rescind, 
as  he  is  very  much  needed  in  his  company.  James  C.  Anderson,  of  same 
company  and  regiment,  is  with  him  as  clerk  ; send  him  also,  if  possible, 
as  that  company  needs  him.  I am  very  solicitous  about  the  return  of 
these  men. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Maj.  Edward  B.  Eno , Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  1st  Battalion,  8tti  Mo.  State  Militia  Cay., 

Greenfield , Mo.,  May  29,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  report  of  operations 
of  a scout  under  my  command  against  Livingston’s  guerrillas. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant,  I marched  from  Newtonia,  by 
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order  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Thomas  T.]  Crittenden,  commanding  postj 
in  command  of  84  men  of  the  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 
and  100  of  my  own  battalion.  After  proceeding  9 miles,  Capt.  Squire 
Ballew,  Seventh  Cavalry,  with  50  men,  was  detached,  with  orders  to 
proceed  down  Shoal  Creek  about  15  miles;  thence  pass  over  on  to  Tur- 
key Creek,  avoiding  roads  as  much  as  possible,  and  driving  the  brush 
thoroughly,  and  to  encamp  that  night  in  vicinity  of  Turkey  Creek  Mines ; 
thence  he  was  directed  to  pass  down  the  creek  to  a point  3 miles  below 
Sherwood ; thence  to  move  up  Centre,  while,  with  the  remainder,  I moved 
down  from  a point  above,  and  to  meet  me  at  French  Point  some  time 
next  day,  14th  instant,  with  the  additional  caution  that  I probably  would 
not  arrive  until  late  in  the  afternoon.  I moved  with  the  balance  of  the 
command  through  the  brush  on  to  Jones’  and  Jenkins’  Creeks,  and 
divided  the  scout  again  so  as  to  scour  them  both.  No  sign  was  discov- 
ered, and  the  command  encamped  that  night  on  Centre  Creek,  5 miles 
from  Carthage.  Captain  Ballew  encamped  as  directed. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant,  I again  divided  the  portion  of  the 
command  with  me,  sending  Captain  Cassairt,  of  the  Eighth  Cavalry, 
with  40  men,  down  the  south  side  of  the  creek ; Captain  [M.  C.]  Henslee,  ( 
Seventh  Cavalry,  with  35  on  the  north  side,  while,  with  the  remainder, 

I passed  down  the  Centre.  By  this  disposition  I hoped,  as  the  result  , 
proved,  either  to  engage  and  surround  the  guerrillas  with  the  three  sub-  , 
divisions  of  my  own  immediate  command,  or  to  drive  them  to  French 
Point,  where  Captain  Ballew  should  have  been  ready  to  engage  them, 
while  I advanced  on  their  rear  and  either  flank,  in  which  event  the 
capture  or  destruction  of  the  entire  gang  was  inevitable.  About  3 
p.  m.,  Captain  Henslee  drove  in  their  pickets  on  the  north,  and  Captain 
Cassairt  on  the  south,  side  of  the  creek.  Captain  Henslee  followed  the 
trail  hotly,  crossed  the  creek,  and  joined  Captain  Cassairt  on  the  other 
side ; thence  both  pushed  on,  found  the  guerrillas,  about  100  strong,  , 
commanded  by  Livingston,  strongly  posted  under  cover  of  a log-house 
and  dense  brush.  A severe  fight  ensued  of  some  fifteen  minutes’  dura- 
tion, when  our  men  were  obliged  to  fall  back.  This,  I am  confident, 
would  not  have  occurred  had  not  Captain  Henslee  been  cut  off  from 
his  command.  At  the  first  fire  his  horse  became  unmanageable  and 
dashed  clean  through  the  rebel  lines,  leaving  his  men  without  a com- 
mander. Many  of  the  guerrillas  were  dressed  in  Federal  uniforms. 
Captain  Cassairt’s  detachment  mistook  them  for  our  men,  and  before 
discovering  their  mistake  were  right  among  them,  had  received  a gall- 
ing fire,  and  were  fighting  hand-to-hand. 

Captain  Henslee,  who  had  been  carried  far  beyond  the  ground,  as  , 
soon  as  his  horse  could  be  checked,  dashed  back,  and  with  the  greatest 
coolness  and  daring  approached  within  close  pistol-shot  of  the  rebels, 
fired,  and  killed  1 before  wheeling  to  make  his  escape.  Captain  Cas- 1 
sairt  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  to  rally  his  men,  and  finally  succeeded 
in  gaining  the  front  on  the  edge  of  the  prairie ; threatened  to  shoot  the 
first  man  who  dared  to  move  another  step  in  retreat;  immediately 
formed,  and  commenced  firing  upon  the  enemy,  who,  in  turn,  retreated, 
carrying  off  his  dead  and  wounded.  When  the  firing  commenced,  the  . 
detachment  with  me  was  2 miles  distant  up  the  creek.  I immediately 
started  at  a gallop  in  the  direction,  but  was  not  able  to  reach  the  ground 
until  all  was  over.  This  was  4J  miles  east  of  Sherwood  and  1£  miles 
from  French  Point. 

I x>ushed  on  immediately  in  pursuit,  pressing  them  so  hard  as  to  com- 
pel them  to  leave  their  prisoners,  whom  I recaptured,  and  expecting 
every  moment  to  hear  Captain  Ballew’s  guns  attacking  the  enemy  in 
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his  front  as  he  approached  French  Point,  which  place  he  was  obliged  to 
pass  in  his  retreat.  The  trail,  as  I anticipated,  led  directly  through 
French  Point,  and  the  bank  was  still  wet  with  the  water  carried  out  in 
Livingston’s  crossing,  but  Captain  Ballew  was  not  there.  X regret  to 
have  to  report  that  he  had  arrived,  was  waiting  for  me,  his  advance  had 
fired  upon  Livingston’s  advance  as  the  latter  approached,  when  an  es- 
caped prisoner,  frightened  and  bewildered,  reported  to  him  the  fight  a 
short  time  previous,  and  that  the  rebels  were  not  far  off,  and  Captain 
Ballew  disobeyed  my  orders,  retreated  with  his  50  men  without  waiting 
to  see  the  enemy  or  engage  him,  never  halting  until  night,  thus  leaving 
the  path  open  for  Livingston’s  retreat.  Had  Captain  Ballew  obeyed 
orders  and  stood  his  ground,  there  can  be  no  question  but  Livingston 
and  his  fiendish  gang  would  have  been  completely  annihilated. 

The  command  bivouacked  the  night  of  the  14th  instant  3 miles  above 
Sherwood.  Captain  Ballew  encamped  12  miles  from  French  Point,  near 
Grove  Creek. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  his  rear  was  fired  on.  by  a squad  of  bush- 
whackers, when  he  retreated  back  on  to  Centre  Creek,  passed  round  by 
Bower’s  Mills,  25  miles  out  of  his  way,  and  arrived  at  Newtonia  at  9 
o’clock  the  same  night,  having  lost  2 men  prisoners,  who  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  men  that  fired  on  him,  and  who  report  that  the  bush- 
whackers numbered  8. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  I sent  Captain  Cassairt,  with  30  men,  to 
bury  the  dead  and  convey  the  wounded  to  Newtonia.  With  the  re- 
mainder of  the  command  I passed  over  on  to  Spring  Biver,  following 
Livingston’s  trail  over  the  prairie,  but,  at  a distance  of  2 miles,  the  trail 
divided,  and  finally  diverged  in  every  direction,  not  more  than  4 men 
having  gone  together.  I passed  down  Spring  Biver  5 miles,  thence 
across  again  on  to  Centre  Creek,  when,  for  the  next  ten  days,  the  com- 
mand was  kept  moving  slowly  through  the  brush  and  over  by-roads, 
crossing  and  recrossing  the  creek,  and  from  the  time  of  the  first  skir- 
mish, on  the  14th,  until  leaving  the  creek,  on  the  18th  instant,  we  were 
almost  continually  fighting  them,  starting  up  scattered  squads  of  from 
4 to  10,  chasing  and  firing  on  them,  when  they  invariably  dashed  into  the 
brush  and  concealed  themselves,  rendering  it  impossible — except  in 
two  instances,  when  men  were  overtaken  and  shot  down — to  ascertain 
whether  they  were  hurt  or  not. 

Our  total  loss  on  the  scout  is  4 killed  and  2 wounded.  The  enemy’s 
loss,  reported  by  parties  present  at  the  burial,  is  15  killed,  a captain 
wounded,  and  15  or  20  wounded,  1 mortally,  at  different  points  on  the 
creek. 

The  following  is  a correct  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  both  bat- 
talions : Killed — Charles  Crude,  sergeant  Company  M,  Seventh  Missouri 
State  Militia  Cavalry,  shot  and  stripped  naked  after  having  surren- 
dered ; Winster  C.  Donely,  corporal  Company  M,  Seventh  Missouri 
State  Militia  Cavalry ; Henry  C.  Maxey,  sergeant  Company  L ; and 
Horace  Palmer,  private  Company  F,  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia 
Cavalry,  killed  after  being  taken.  Wounded — John  T.  Anderson,  cor- 
poral Company  L,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry;  Samuel 
Beach,  private  Company  F,  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

In  justice  to  the  memory  of  Private  Palmer,  I cannot  forbear  men- 
tioning that  when  the  retreat  from  the  first  skirmish  commenced  he 
exclaimed,  “I  didn’t  volunteer  to  run;  right  here  I’ll  die;”  dismounted, 
deliberately  tied  his  horse  to  a tree,  and  fired  eighteen  shots  before  he 
could  be  taken. 
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The  guerrillas  in  that  region  were  scattered  in  every  direction  and 
completely  disheartened. 

The  scout  was  successful,  but  1 cannot  express  my  regret  that  it 
was  not  the  complete  success  I had  planned  and  hoped  for  in  the  total 
annihilation  of  the  gang,  which  must  have  been  the  result  had  my 
orders  been  obeyed.  The  men  behaved  with  steadiness  and  bravery 
with  the  one  exception  mentioned.  I have  to  thank  the  officers  with 
me  for  the  assistance  rendered  by  their  cool,  judicious  conduct  through 
the  scout. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  EM), 

Major  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Col.  William  E.  Cloud, 

Commanding  Southwestern  District  of  Missouri. 


MAY  15,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Big  Creek,  near  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo. 

Report  of  Maj.  Wyllis  C.  Ransom , Sixth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  First  Battalion  Sixth  Kansas  Yol.  Cav., 

Westport , Mo .,  May  24,  1803. 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  that  on  the  14th 
instant,  learning  that  a considerable  band  of  guerrillas  were  prowling 
near  this  place,  with  the  evident  intention  of  committing  depredations  ; 
along  the  Kansas  line,  I immediately  started  in  pursuit  with  60  men  of 
Company  B,  Sixth  Kansas  Cavalry.  I came  in  contact  with  the  so-styled 
Colonel  Parker  and  his  gang  the  same  evening;  routed  him,  killing  2 of 
his  men  and  capturing  3 of  his  horses.  As  I feared  would  be  the  case,  | 
a larger  party  of  guerrillas  passed  to  my  rear  during  the  night,  not- 1 
withstanding  that  1 used  every  precaution  that  the  force  at  my  command 
would  allow  to  prevent  such  a movement.  The  enemy  in  my  rear  burned 
three  houses,  and  the  same  night  recrossed  the  Little  Blue  and  retreated 
east  as  fast  as  his  horses  would  carry  him. 

Upon  learning  of  his  movements  during  the  night,  I gave  hot  pursuit, 
and  came  up  with  a party  of  his  force  at  Big  Creek,  near  Pleasant  Hill, 
Cass  County,  Missouri.  We  surprised  his  camp,  killing  6 of  his  men, 
capturing  7 of  his  horses  with  equipments  complete,  his  camp  equipage, 
arms,  provisions,  &c. 

The  next  day  we  routed  him  again,  killing  2 of  his  men,  wounding 
others,  that  escaped  in  the  brush,  and  captured  3 more  of  his  horses.  !' 
Having  driven  them  from  that  locality,  I pursued  them  toward  the  Sni,  I 
where  I again  came  up  to  them,  they  having  joined  the  main  body  of 
guerrillas,  at  least  150  strong,  under  command  of  Quantrill  and  Parker,  I 
encamped  among  the  thickly  wooded  hills  of  the  Sni,  in  a very  strong 
position.  While  feeling  for  the  enemy,  we  encountered  one  of  his  forage 
parties  taking  flour  to  camp.  We  dispersed  it,  killing  1 and  capturing 
and  destroying  the  flour,  their  arms,  and  2 more  horses. 

Judging  that,  with  my  men  as  poorly  armed  as  they  were,  I could  not 
attack  the  enemy  successfully,  I determined  to  await  re-enforcements. 

I accordingly  retired  about  2 miles  to  a point  where  I could  open  com- 
munication with  Major  [William]  Drumhiller,  at  Blue  Springs.  Major 
Drumhiller  joined  me  that  evening  with  100  men,  Fifth  Missouri  State 
Militia  Cavalry,  and  we  immediately  moved  upon  the  enemy  in  the 
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midst  of  a terrible  storm,  which  continued  most  of  the  night  and  the 
next  day.  We  found  that  the  enemy  had  moved  their  camp,  but  a re- 
committing party  soon  started  a picket  of  10  men,  1 of  whom  was  killed 
and  3 of  their  horses  captured.  A close  pursuit  of  several  miles  followed, 
but  failed  to  discern  the  enemy’s  camp.  The  storm  continuing  with  un- 
abated violence,  the  streams  rapidly  rising,  and  our  stock  being  nearly 
given  out,  and  feariug  that  the  enemy  would  again  pass  to  the  rear,  to- 
gether with  the  fact  that  our  rations  were  exhausted,  induced  me  to 
return  to  this  place. 

During  the  scout  we  have  marched  an  aggregate  of  several  hundred 
miles,  and  nearly  the  whole  distance  through  the  densest  of  brush,  lying 
in  ambuscade  in  detached  parties  night  after  night,  I am  confirmed  in 
the  opinion  that  the  guerrillas  in  this  and  the  adjacent  counties  can  be 
concentrated  within  a few  hours  on  any  one  point.  They  number  several 
hundred,  and  great  watchfulness  will  be  required  to  prevent  serious 
disaster.  The  enemy  invariably  fought  us  with  desperation.  My  cas- 
ualties are  1 man  killed. 

I feel  it  my  duty  to  mention  the  name  of  Sergt.  George  W.  Farns- 
worth, of  Company  B,  Sixth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  for  the  eminent 
valor  he  displayed  and  the  untiring  zeal  with  which  he  executed  my 
orders  in  the  field. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  BANSOM, 

Major  Sixth  Kansas  Cavalry , Commanding  Detachment. 

; Capt.  H.  G.  Loring, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


MAY  18,  1863. — Affair  at  Hog  Island,  Bates  County,  Mo. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  Edward  Lynde,  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

No.  2. — Maj.  Alexander  W.  Mullins,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Ko.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  Edward  Lynde , Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Paola,  Kans.,  May  26,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  Captain  [C.  F.]  Coleman,  with  a 
small  detachment  from  Companies  E and  K,  made  a descent  on  Hog 
Island,  in  the  southern  part  of  Bates  County,  Missouri,  last  week,  and 
found  about  300  rebels,  who  had  erected  light  breastworks,  and  were 
preparing  for  defense.  They  were  attacked  by  Captain  Coleman’s  de- 
tachment and  routed,  leaving  3 killed  and  5 wounded,  but  no  prisoners. 
Coleman  had  1 man  killed.  The  detachment  also  destroyed  about  2,000 
pounds  of  bacon,  and  a quantity  of  corn  the  rebels  had  gathered  on  the 
island.  The  rebels  scattered  and  fled  to  Henry  County.  I have  adopted 
the  plan  of  hiding  a few  men  in  the  bushes  to  watch  for  the  Butternuts 
that  infest  our  border,  and  have  sent  two  small  detachments  back  into 
the  country  to  watch  the  route  they  seem  to  travel  in  going  west.  I 
hope  in  a few  days  to  be  able  to  give  you  an  account  of  a good  haul, 
but  I have  not  enough  troops  at  these  headquarters  to  do  as  well  as  X 
might,  if  another  comjiany  was  here, 
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Captain  [John  E.]  Stewart,  of  Company  C,  has  not  reported  yet,  and 
I have  no  knowledge  of  any  troops  at  Olathe.  If  it  would  meet  your 
approbation,  I would  change  some  of  the  companies,  and  station  them 
a little  different  from  what  they  are.  I think  they  would  be  more 
effective $ but  I shall  not  do  so  without  your  consent.  Would  it  not  be 
possible  to  send  two  companies  of  infantry  down  here,  and  let  them  be 
divided  between  these  stations,  and  they  can  hold  the  place  and  take 
care  of  the  Government  stores,  and  then  all  the  mounted  troops  can  be  in 
motion?  It  would  help  very  much. 

I am,  captain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  LYNDE, 
Colonel , Commanding. 

Capt.  H.  G.  Loring, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Maj.  Alexander  W.  Mullins,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Germantown,  Mo.,  May  20,  1863. 

Major  : I have  just  returned  from  an  extensive  scout  over  the  Osage 
Biver,  in  the  southern  part  of  Bates  County. 

On  the  night  of  the  17th,  I received  a message  from  Captain  [Charles 
E.]  Coleman,  of  the  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry,  stationed  at  Butler,  that  he 
had  found  a large  body  of  rebels  about  8 or  10  miles  south  of  Butler, 
and  over  the  main  branch  of  the  Osage  Biver,  who  were  in  a very  strong 
position,  and  asked  my  assistance  with  all  the  available  force  I had  at 
hand  to  co-operate  with  his  force,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  at 
sunrise,  he  would  make  the  attack.  By  this  time  I had  reached  Papins- 
ville,  as  arranged  between  Captain  Coleman  and  myself,  and  from 
thence  proceeded  up  the  river  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  rebel  j 
encampment.  I found  the  most  of  Captain  Coleman’s  command  (the 
captain  with  a few  men  were  out  hunting  my  command).  Captain  Cole- 
man had  about  115  men  of  the  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry,  but  from  some 
maneuvering  of  some  rebel  pickets  he  concluded  they  were  too  strong 
to  attack.  1 took  command,  and  proceeded  to  the  rebel  encampment, 
but  found,  on  arriving  there,  that  the  large  force  supposed  to  be  there  1 
numbered  just  2,  who  were  killed,  and  their  arms,  horses,  &c.,  taken 
by  the  Kansas  troops. 

This  place  seems  to  have  been  used  by  the  bushwhackers  for  a great 
while.  They  must  have  used  it  the  greater  part  of  last  winter  from 
appearances.  The  bushwhackers  repulsed  60  of  the  Kansas  troops  and 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  there  a few  days  ago.  From  the  appearances,  I 
and  all  the  information  I could  gather,  at  least  100  bushwhackers  have 
been  for  some  time  making  that  encampment  their  place  of  rendez- 
vous. They  claim  to  belong  to  one  Colonel  Parker’s  command.  Parker 
keeps  his  headquarters  in  Jackson  County,  and  I am  inclined  to  think 
he  is  organizing  a force  all  along  the  border. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  W.  MULLINS, 

Major  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Maj.  James  Eainsford, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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MAY  19,  1863.— Skirmish  near  Richfield,  Clay  County,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Joseph  Schmitz , Twenty -fifth  Missouri  Infantry. 

U.  S.  Arsenal,  Clay  County,  Mo.,  May  22, 1863. 

Sir  : I received  your  letter  of  instruction,  duly,  from  Richmond,  Mo., 
of  the  16th  instant,  in  regard  to  the  scouring  out  of  Fishing  River  Bot- 
tom. I accordingly  made  every  disposition  of  the  forces  under  my 
command  to  secure  success  in  the  matter,  but,  unluckily,  as  you  are 
already  aware,  the  movement  commenced  about  one  hour  and  a half  too 
late.  The  following  special  programme  was  laid  down  to  be  pursued : 
Lieutenant  [George  W.]  Shinn,  with  his  command,  was  to  leave  Camden 
at  9 p.  m.  on  Tuesday,  the  19th  instant;  Lieutenant  Fleming,  of  the 
Provisional  Missouri  Militia,  was  to  join  Lieutenant  [Louis]  Grafenstein 
at  Richfield,  Mo.,  before  9 o’clock  on  Tuesday  evening,  at  which  hour 
they  were  to  start  to  their  different  destinations;  Lieutenant  Fleming 
to  the  mouth  of  Fishing  River,  where  he  was  to  meet  Lieutenant  Shinn, 
with  whom  he  wants  to  act  in  concert  in  scouring  the  country  on  each 
side  of  the  river  up  to  the  lower  bridge.  Lieutenant  Grafenstein,  whom 
I had  previously  stationed  at  Richfield,  with  16  men,  and  who  were  not 
mounted,  were  to  start  at  the  same  time  to  the  lower  bridge,  where 
they  were  directed  to  lie  hidden  and  guard  the  roads  on  both  sides  of 
the  river. 

In  accordance  with  this  arrangement,  Lieutenant  Fleming  left  here  at 
6 p.  m.*  for  Richfield.  When  arriving  near  that  place,  he  met  two  mes- 
sengers with  the  intelligence  of  the  bloody  work ; and  shortly  after, 
while  hurrying  up  his  men,  he  met  Sergeant  Clymo  and  the  balance  of 
Lieutenant  Grafenstein’s  command  (13  men)  on  the  retreat  to  this  post, 
having  been  assured  by  citizens  of  the  place  that  the  bushwhackers 
numbered  from  60  to  100.  * * * The  whole  command  [being]  but  36, 

all  told,  they  concluded  it  best  to  return  to  this  place  (particularly  be- 
cause the  reported  force  to  oppose  was  too  large  to  attack  in  the  night 
without  knowing  definitely  the  situation  of  affairs  in  the  place),  which 
they  did  immediately.  After  making  every  preparation  possible  for 
an  early  pursuit  next  morning,  we  anxiously  awaited  daylight. 

At  dawn,  Captains  Garth  and  Tracey,  of  the  Provisional  Reserve 
Missouri  Militia,  with  40  men  from  Liberty,'  were  here  and  ready  to  start 
in  pursuit.  With  them  I sent  Lieutenant  [EL  C.]  Carlile  (and  Dr.  [J. 
Q.]  Egelston  volunteering)  with  35  men.  I concluded  to  give  our  party 
under  Dr.  Egelston’s  supervision.  After  nearly  reaching  Richfield,  they 
first  learned  the  true  condition  of  affairs,  and  the  sad  result  of  the  decoy 
and  ambush  of  Lieutenant  Grafenstein  and  Captain  Sessions  and  squad. 

The  facts  are  simply  as  follows,  to  wit:  Sixteen  bushwhackers  made 
their  appearance  2 miles  east  of  the  town  of  Richfield,  in  the  afternoon 
of  Tuesday ; two  of  them  went  to  a house  in  the  neighborhood,  acting  as 
if  drunk,  swearing  they  were  Quantrill’s  men,  &c.  The  men  at 'whose 
house  they  were,  started  immediately  after  they  left,  and  reported  to 
! Lieutenant  Grafenstein,  as  above,  when  Lieutenant  Grafenstein  aud 
Captain  Sessions  and  3 men  started  out  to  look  into  the  matter. 
After  getting  out  of  the  place  1J  miles,  they  were  fired  upon  from  the 
thick  brush.  Captain  Sessions  and  Private  Rapp  fell  the  first  fire ; 
Lieutenant  Grafenstein  was  hit  soon  after,  and  had  to  stop  ; the  three 
were  then  rushed  upon  by  the  party  of  murderers.  Rapp  was  robbed 
and  left  for  dead.  Captain  Sessions  was  shot  again  two  or  three  times 
through  the  head,  and  Lieutenant  Grafenstein,  after  surrendering  him- 
self a prisoner,  was  coolly  shot  twice  through  the  head  also  (a  woman 
at  the  same  time,  near  by,  begging . for  Iris  life).  They.,  both,  were 
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stripped  and  plundered  also.  The  gang  then  pursued  the  two  remain- 
ing number  of  the  squad  in  a direction  not  directly  toward  Richfield, 
but  reached  that  place  in  about  twenty  minutes  after  the  first  firing, 
the  two  boys  beating  them  in  and  escaping  from  them.  In  the  mean 
time,  some  one  passing  near  where  Rapp  was,  brought  him  in  to  town, 
and  was  having  his  wounds  dressed.  After  the  devils  entering  the 
town,  and  learning  that  Rapp  was  not  killed,  one  of  them  went  di- 
rectly to  him  and  shot  him  three  times  more,  and  left  him  for  dead  the 
second  time.  (He  yet  will  probably  recover.)  They  then  commenced  to 
pillage  the  Union  citizens  particularly,  but  really  made  but  little  dis- 
tinction between  the  loyal  and  disloyal;  and  after  doing  this  pretty 
etfectually,  and  destroying  the  Union  flag,  cutting  the  pole,  &c.,  they 
left  the  place,  on  the  same  road  they  entered,  about  9 or  10  o’clock  the 
same  night. 

After  my  command  reached  Richfield,  on  Wednesday  morning,  and 
finding  the  true  condition  of  things,  the  detachment  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth,  not  being  mounted,  returned  here,  with  the  exception  of  the  doctor 
and  one  man  of  my  company  as  a guide,  who  paraded  with*  the  Provis- 
ional Reserve  Missouri  Militia  to  the  mouth  of  the  Fishing  River.  After 
arriving  there,  they  found  out  that  Lieutenant  Story  left  there  an  hour 
in  advance  of  them.  They  scoured  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  re- 
turned to  Liberty  without  finding  anything  except  a camp  where  the 
bushwhackers  camped  a few  days  before. 

The  citizens  around  that  country  are  all  sympathizers,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  and  it  is  hard  to  get  information  from  them. 

On  yesterday  I sent  Lieutenant  Cornell,  wfith  a detachment  of  30  men, 
to  Richfield,  and  Lieutenant  Carlile,  with  20  men,  to  the  island  below, 
to  prevent  the  bushwhackers  from  crossing,  and  to  arrest  every  one  in 
that  region  that  might  be  suspected  of  complicity  in  the  affair  of  Tues- 
day evening.  I also  sent  Captain  Tourney,  of  the  Provisional  Reserve 
Missouri  Militia,  with  his  company,  from  Plattsburg  to  a place  12  miles 
north  of  Liberty,  where  the  scoundrels  were  reported  to  have  been  all 
day  Wednesday,  and  where  he  was  to  take  their  trail  and  follow  them 
to  their  end,  if  possible  to  do  so  by  that  means,  and,  otherwise,  to  pro- 
ceed from  that  point  to  Smithville,-  and  from  there  to  Ceutreville  (both 
in  this  county),  where  he  would  meet  and  act  in  conjunction  with  the 
provost-marshal  of  Richmond,  who  has  taken  the  field  in  person,  with 
some  of  Ray  County  Militia,  and  Sergeant  Lyle,  with  10  men  of  my< 
command. 

From  the  best  information  that  I can  obtain,  there  were  but  16  or  18 
men  of  the  bushwhackers,  and  were  under  command  of  one  Ferdinand 
Scott,  who  was  recognized  by  persons  who  know  him  wTell;  so  also  were 
the  following-named : Frank  Turner,  L.  Easton,  Frank  James,  Louis  Vau- 
dever,  Louis  Gregg,  and  Churchill,  and  Moses  McCoy,  the  husband  of 
Mrs.  McCoy,  now  on  parole  at  your  place.  Joe  Hart  was  not  with  the' 
gang  at  Richfield  on  Tuesday  evening,  but  was  reported  to  have  rneti 
them  at  the  place  before  mentioned,  12  miles  north  of  Liberty,  on 
Wednesday  (by  the  men  at  the  house  they  stopped).  Hart  said  then  I 
that  he  came  from  Saint  Joe  (direct)  and  visited  Mrs.  McCoy. 

I have  all  the  old  arms  of  the  militia  boxed  up,  and  will  send  them  to 
Saint  Joe  by  the  first  boat.  I wish  the  arms,  also  tents  for  which  requi- 
sitions are  sent  in,  would  be  forwarded  to  this  post ; also  stationery  and  ; 
blank  reports. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  SCHMITZ, 

Captain  Twenty -fifth  Missouri  Infantry r. 
Cob  Chester  Harding,  Jr. 
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MAY  20,  1863.— Action  near  Fort  Gibson,  Xnd.  T. 

Report  of  Col,  William  A.  Phillips , Third  Indian  Home  Guard. 

Hdqrs.  Indian  Territory  and  Western  Arkansas, 

Fort  Blunt , C.  W,  May  22,  18G3. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  a somewhat  severe  engage- 
ment with  the  enemy  on  the  20th  instant. 

I had  800  mounted  men  guarding  my  supply  line  to  cover  approach- 
ing trains,  when  the  enemy  in  the  night  crossed  the  Arkansas  River 
with  five  regiments,  going  on  a mountain  road.  A scout  I had  sent, 
failing  to  do  his  duty,  left  that  road  unwatched,  and  they  approached 
within  5 miles  of  me,  getting  me  on  the  left  flank.  They  were,  however, 
afraid  to  attack  me  in  the  works,  and,  taking  a strong  position  on  the 
mountains  on  the  south,  5 miles  distant  and  close  to  the  Arkansas 
River,  tried  to  cut  off  the  stock.  As  all  had  been  reported  quiet  for  20 
miles  in  all  directions  this  side  of  the  river,  the  stock  was,  therefore, 
being  sent  out  to  graze,  when  the  enemy  pounced  upon  it.  Sending  all 
the  mounted  men  1 could  raise,  the  larger  part  of  the  stock  was  taken 
from  them.  The  Creek  regiment  refused  to  charge,  or  it  could  all  have 
been  saved.  I sent  forward  Majors  [J.  A.]  Foreman,  Wright,  and  Pome- 
roy, with  all  the  present  available  force,  and  as  rapidly  as  possible  moved 
everything  within  the  works.  The  enemy,  being  strongly  posted  5 miles 
distant,  drove  back  Major  Foreman  and  the  others  for  some  distance, 
although  the  ground  was  hotly  contested.  Captain  [N.  B.]  Lucas,  of 
the  Sixth  Kansas,  was  nearly  surrounded,  as  was  Captain  [Henry  S.] 
Anderson,  of  the  Third  Indian,  but  they  gallantly  cut  their  way  through. 

Leaving  Colonel  [George]  Dole  Avith  a strong  command,  and  most  of 
my  artillery,  behind  the  works,  I moved  rapidly  forward  with  two  bat- 
talions of  Indian  infantry  and  a section  of  Hopkins’  battery,  under 
Lieutenant  [B.  S.]  Bassett.  Leaving  one  battalion  as  reserve,  I supported 
the  forces  already  in  front,  and  soon  drove  the  enemy  into  the  woods. 
Here  they  contested  the  ground  for  a short  time,  but  they  were  pushed 
over  the  mountain  and  rapidly  driven  in  complete  rout  to  Webber’s 
Falls,  where  they  crossed  the  Arkansas  River.  As  we  were  following  the 
enemy  up  the  mountain,  I learned  that  the  enemy,  with  two  6-pounder 
field-pieces  and  one  12-pounder  howitzer,  were  trying  to  cross  Arkansas 
River  2 miles  from  Gibson.  Leaving  the  mounted  men  to  follow  the 
retreating  enemy,  I took  my  infantry  and  two  guns  down  to  the  river, 
and  found  that  the  enemy,  although  in  considerable  numbers  on  the 
opposite  bank,  were  only  making  a feint.  Desiring  to  dismount  their 
artillery,  I immediately  opened  on  them,  but  they  rapidly  withdrew  their 
guns  and  fell  back. 

The  battle  was  a very  severe  one  while  it  lasted,  as  I could  only  bring 
a portion  of  my  forces  to  bear.  My  loss  in  killed  is  upward  of  20 — 
probably  25  or  26,  as  some  are  missing — and  about  half  that  number 
wounded.  I understand  that  the  enemy’s  loss  is  much  more  severe.  We 
lost  no  officers.  The  rebels  had  1 major  killed.  On  the  field  there 
were  Colonel  [J.  T.]  Coffee  (with  Missouri  and  Arkansas  troops),  Major 
Bryan,  Colonels  D.  N.  and  Chilly  McIntosh,  each  with  a regiment ; 
Colonel  Adair’s  regiment,  and  a Choctaw  regiment. 

Only  one  battalion  of  Texans  came  over,  as  the  remainder  (iDfautry) 
staid  with  the  artillery  across  the  river,  with  the  design  of  crossiug  the 
short  way  if  we  were  pressed  back. 

Yesterday  the  enemy  kept  up  a heavy  cannonade  until  dark  over  the 
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river  at  my  picket  stations.  This  morning  at  daylight  it  had  been  re- 
newed. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  [Frederick  W.]  Scliaurte  got  in  yesterday  with  the 
first  part  of  the  train  and  the  paymaster.  The  refugee  train,  which  I 
re-enforced  60  miles  off,  is  also  in  safety. 

The  enemy  have  left  Van  Buren,  and  taken  all  but  a handful  of  men 
from  Fort  Smith.  They  are  massed  south  of  the  river  in  front  of  me, 
and  give  their  forces  at  11,000.  Their  real  force  is  between  4,000  and 
5,000  men.  They  are  determined  that  I shall  not  recruit  in  the  coun- 
try south  of  the  river,  and  tell  the  Indians  that  the  United  States  forces 
are  whipped  in  Virginia  and  will  be  obliged  to  evacuate  the  Indian  coun- 
try, and  that  their  only  safety  is  with  the  Confederacy.  Three  of  my 
Indian  picket  stations  behaved  very  badly,  having  deserted  their  posts 
without  giving  me  notice,  and  allowed  the  enemy  to  get  on  my  flank  in 
the  morning. 

I feel  it  due  to  the  majority  of  the  men  and  officers  to  compliment 
their  gallantry  and  heroism,  by  which  we,  without  risking  our  position, 
achieved  a decided  victory  over  greatly  superior  numbers. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel  Third  Indian  Home  Guard , Kansas  Infantry,  Comdg. 

Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt. 


MAY  21-30,  1863. — Scout  from  Cassville,  through  Northwestern  Arkansas, 
into  Newton  and  Jasper  Counties,  Mo.,  including  skirmishes  (22d)  at  Ben- 
tonville  and  (26th)  near  Carthage. 

Report  of  Col.  William  F.  Cloud , Second  Kansas  Cavalry , commanding 
District  of  Southwestern  Missouri. 

Springfield,  Mo.,  May  30, 1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I have  just  returned 
from  a movement  to  the  south  and  west  of  this  place. 

I left  Cassville  on  the  21st,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  surprised 
the  rebel  force  at  Bentonville,  taking  2 commissioned  officers,  1 first 
sergeant,  and  11  privates  prisoners,  and  killing  3.  I also  recaptured  3 
prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Learning  that  Coffee  and  Hunter  were  at  Pineville,  I immediately 
moved  in  that  direction,  and,  taking  their  trail,  followed  them  from  Pine-  ; 
ville,  via  Rutledge ; then  west  of  Neosho  to  Diamond  Grove,  and  west 
of  Carthage  about  10  miles,  where  I overtook  a part  of  their  force,  under 
Coffee,  about  100  strong,  and  attacked  them  with  about  equal  force  at 
daylight  of  Tuesday,  May  26,  and  as  they  would  not  stand  and  fight, 
but  took  to  the  woods  and  brush,  I was  obliged  to  be  content  with  scour- 
ing the  same,  and  dispersing  them.  Hunter  had  gone  north  to  Cedar 
County  with  about  100  men,  and  Livingston  was  not  to  be  found.  After 
disposing  of  my  command  so  as  to  annoy  and  capture  as  many  of  those 
roving  bands  as  possible,  I returned  to  my  headquarters. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Crittenden,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia,  has 
been  quite  successful  lately  in  damaging  a part  of  Livingston’s  baud, 
and  a party  of  16  men,  under  command  of  a so  called  Colonel  Harrison, 
were  attacked  and  killed  by  Indians  upon  the  Verdigris  River,  west  of 
Missouri,  while  on  their  way  to  the  west  to  plunder  upon  the  road  to 
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Pike’s  Peak.  These  bands  are  quite  numerous  and  active  in  running 
about  through  the  country,  but  are  not  doing  much  active  harm. 

I have  a post  at  Cassville,  at  Newtonia,  and  at  Neosho  upon  my  south 
line,  and  with  the  force  now  at  this  place  will  endeavor  to  maintain  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  the  district. 

From  a flag  of  truce  just  in  from  Fayetteville,  where  they  had  gone 
after  the  sick  and  wounded  left  there  upon  the  retreat  of  Colonel  Har- 
rison, I learn  that  the  enemy  have  only  about  400  or  500  men  in  all 
Northern  Arkansas,  who  are  scattered  about  through  several  counties. 

Cabell  is  at  Fort  Smith,  and,  as  far  as  I can  learn  from  my  scouts  and 
travelers,  I do  not  think  that  there  are  other  forces  this  side  the  Ar- 
kansas, except  those  who  may  be  with  Price  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State. 

The  forces  in  the  district  are  not  sufficient  in  numbers,  or  well  enough 
supplied  with  horses,  to  enable  me  to  patrol  to  any  great  extent  in  Ar- 
kansas, nor  east  of  Forsyth.  If  it  is  expected  of  me  to  scout  down  the 
White  Eiver,  I wish  to  be  informed  of  the  same;  also  of  the  fact  if 
Price  is  threatening  Missouri. 

The  enemy  here  are  basing  their  hopes  upon  Price’s  coming,  which,  in 
turn,  depends  upon  the  abandonment  of  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  by  our 
forces. 

Permit  me,  after  congratulating  you  upon  your  appointment  to  the 
command  of  the  department,  to  state  that  I shall  take  great  pleasure 
in  the  performance  of  any  duty  to  which  I may  be  ordered. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  CLOUD, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


MAY  23-26,  1863. — Expedition  from  Helena  to  near  Napoleon,  Ark.,  and 
skirmish  near  Island  No.  65,  Mississippi  River. 

Deport  of  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  M.  Prentiss , U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena , Arlc .,  May  27,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  23d  instant  I sent 
the  steamboat  Pike  down  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  recruits 
for  the  Second  Eegiment  Arkansas  Volunteers,  of  African  descent, 
under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  De  Costa,  of  that  regiment, 
with  detachments  of  the  First  Indiana  Cavalry  and  Thirty-sixth  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  25  men  of  the  Second  Arkansas  Eegiment,  with  one  how- 
itzer. 

The  expedition  proceeded  down  the  river,  on  the  Arkansas  side,  to  a 
point  1 mile  from  Napoleon,  and  returned  on  the  Mississippi  side,  mak- 
ing frequent  raids  into  the  country,  in  some  instances  to  a distance  of  6 
or  7 miles.  The  conduct  of  both  white  and  colored  soldiers  is  repre- 
sented by  Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Costa  as  being  of  the  most  creditable 
character.  Near  Island  No.  65  the  Pike  was  tired  into  by  a party  of 
about  150  rebels.  Brisk  firing  was  kept  up  for  some  time,  the  enemy 
having  two  pieces  of  artillery,  one  of  which  was  silenced  by  the  how- 
itzer on  the  Pike.  Captain  Waters,  of  the  Second  Arkansas  Eegiment, 
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was  severely  wounded  in  the  leg,  and  2 contrabands  were  mortally 
wounded.  The  enemy  are  thought  to  have  lost  from  10  to  15  killed  and 
wounded. 

The  conduct  of  the  colored  soldiers  was  highly  creditable ; they  fought 
with  a hearty  will,  and  did  good  service.  The  amount  of  property  cap- 
tured is  as  follows : 75  mules,  8 horses,  and  subsistence  for  the  whole 
force.  The  blacks  hailed  with  joy  the  appearance  of  the  colored  soldiers,  i 
In  addition  to  the  above,  125  recruits  were  obtained.  The  regiment  is  j 
rapidly  filling  up,  and  in  a few  days  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  full. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  M.  PBENTISS, 

Major-General. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  McClernand, 

Commanding  Thirteenth  Army  Corps. 


MAY  25,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Polk’s  Plantation,  near  Helena,  Ark. 

Report  of  Lieut . Samuel  J.  McKee , Third  Ioica  Cavalry. 

Camp  Third  Iowa  Cavalry, 

Helena , Ark.,  May  25, 1863.  i 

Major  : Pursuant  to  order,  with  50  men  of  Companies  A and  B,  I 
this  morning  reported  to  Major  [Samuel]  Walker,  of  the  Fifth  Kansas  i 
Cavalry.  We  were  placed  in  advance  of  the  column,  Company  A being 
thrown  forward  as  advance  guard,  and  in  this  position  were  marched ! 
out  upon  the  road  known  as  the  Little  Bock  road,  for  about  6 miles,  when 
the  flankers  of  the  advance  guard  encountered  the  enemy’s  pickets,  and, 1 
in  the  exchange  of  shots,  one  of  our  men  was  wounded.  We  proceeded 
cautiously  forward  for  a mile,  when,  acting  upon  some  information  re- 1 
ceived  from  a negro,  Major  Walker  ordered  me  forward  with  Company 
B to  the  end  of  the  line,  and  there,  turning  to  the  right,  to  make  a cir- 1 
cuit  of  the  open  field  in  that  direction.  I did  as  directed,  and  skirmished  i 
carefully  through  the  woods  till  I encountered  the  rear  company  of  the 
Fifth  Kansas,  sent  out  from  the  rear  of  the  column,  to  act  in  conjunc- 
tion with  me.  I then  countermarched,  and  proceeded  a short  distance 
upon  my  return,  when  I became  aware,  by  the  heavy  firing,  the  column ! 
was  warmly  engaged.  Fearful  of  placing  myself  in  a wrong  position  if 
I returned  through  the  woods,  I turned  short  to  the  left,  and  proceeded 
at  full  speed  to  the  front,  on  reaching  which  I found  that  the  enemy  had ! 
broken  the  ranks  of  the  Fifth  Kansas  and  Company  A,  Third  Iowa  Cav-  j 
airy,  and  were  driving  them  back  in  considerable  disorder.  I formed  j 
my  men  and  succeeded  in  checking  the  enemy  for  a few  moments,  and 
only  left  the  ground  w7hen  ordered  toby  Major  Walker,  who,  finding  he 
could  not  hold  the  position,  resolved  to  fall  back  to  a bridge  over  a deep 
ravine,  a mile  in  our  rear.  I and  my  men  occupied  the  position  of  rear 
guard,  and  engaged  the  enemy  in  a sort  of  running  fight  the  entire  dis- 
tance. At  one  time  the  action  was  very  severe,  and  2 of  the  enemy  i 
wTere  killed  in  a hand-to-hand  fight,  in  which  we  had  2 men  severely 
wounded.  On  reaching  the  bridge,  my  company  rallied  promptly  ; not 
one  man  had  straggled.  We  formed  our  liue  and  awaited  the  enemj  ’s 
attack,  but  he,  finding  our  position  strong,  drew  off  his  forces,  and  we 
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remained  in  position  until  ordered  by  Major  Walker  to  accompany  a 
flag  of  truce  the  enemy  had  sent  us,  and  to  search  the  ground  of  the 
conflict  as  carefully  as  possible,  that  the  wounded  might  be  relieved  and 
the  dead  searched  out. 

I have  to  report  that  my  entire  command  behaved  in  a manner  en- 
tirely satisfactory  to  me.  i was  separated  from  Company  A before  the 
fight  began,  but  from  all  the  information  I can  gather  I am  satisfied  that 
the  honor  of  the  Third  Iowa  Cavalry  did  not  suffer  in  their  hands,  and 
for  my  own  immediate  company,  I challenge  the  record  of  any  conflict 
to  show  greater  coolness  and  courage.  We  formed  a line  in  face  of  a 
galling  fire,  and,  when  ordered  to  fall  back,  disputed  the  ground  for  a 
mile.  Finally,  when  we  were  ordered  to  again  rally  for  a determined 
stand,  we  presented  every  man  in  his  place  who  has  not  since  been 
proved  to  have  been  incapacitated  through  wounds  or  loss  of  his  horse. 

We  have  suffered  a loss  of  5 men  wounded,  and  2 missing.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  J.  McKEE, 

First  Lieut.  Company  B , Comdg.  Detachment  Third  Iowa  Cavalry. 

[Indorsement.] 

Maj.  O.  H.  P.  Scott, 

Commanding  Third  Iowa  Cavalry : 

I heartily  indorse  every  line  of  the  above  report.  Lieutenant  McKee, 
of  the  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  the  men  under  his  command  acted  with 
distinguished  gallantry  during  the  whole  engagement.  The  advance 
guard  of  the  Third  Iowa  were  commanded  by  Sergeant  Wishard  and 
numbered  but  about  10  men.  In  my  former  report  I did  not  know  the 
name  of  the  lieutenant  commanding  the  Third  Iowa. 

The  troops  composing  my  command  all  deserve  the  credit  of  having 
performed  their  duty,  and  I observed  no  distinction  between  the  men  of 
the  two  regiments  engaged  with  me. 

SAMUEL  WALKER, 

Major  Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry , Commanding  Expedition. 


K:  

MAY  28,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt , TJ.  S.  Army , commanding  District 

of  Kansas. 

Fort  Leavenworth,  June  8, 1863. 
General  : Advices  from  Colonel  [William  A.]  Phillips  to  the  30th  of 
May  represent  that  he  is  hard  pressed,  and  much  needs  re-enforcements. 
The  enemy  are  continually  massing  troops  in  his  front,  and  frequently 
crossing  the  river  below  and  harassing  his  flank  and  rear,  and  annoy- 
ing his  trains  on  the  line  of  communication  with  Fort  Scott.  The  last 
train  down  was  attacked  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  when  near  Fort 
Gibson.  Colonel  Phillips,  anticipating  that  an  attack  would  be  made 
on  it,  had  sent  a force  to  meet  it.  The  attack  was  repulsed,  with  a loss 
of  5 killed  and  several  wounded  on  our  side;  35  of  the  rebels  killed 
were  picked  up  and  buried  by  our  men. 

i 
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The  rebels  fled  across  the  Arkansas  River,  hotly  pursued  by  our  forces. 
The  train  got  in  all  safe,  unloaded,  and  returned  to  Fort  Scott,  arriving 
there  (at  the  latter  place)  on  the  6th  instant.  I have  ordered  the  First 
Kansas  Colored  Regiment,  Colonel  [J.  M.]  Williams,  to  re-enforce  Phillips 
without  delay,  and  shall  send  six  companies  of  the  Second  Colorado 
and  one  section  of  the  Second  Kansas  Battery  with  the  next  train,  which  j 
will  leave  about  the  15th;  and,  with  the  new  cavalry  companies  I am  i 
getting  ready  for  the  field,  I will  be  able  to  give  him  some  additional 
mounted  force.  With  this  additional  force,  I am  in  hopes  he  will  be  able 
to  maintain  his  position,  unless  some  of  the  rebtl  forces  with  Price  are 
moved  against  him.  In  that  case,  he  will  be  compelled  to  fall  back,  unless  | 
other  re-enforcements  can  be  had.  This  will  be  disastrous  to  the  Indian  f 
country,  and  greatly  demoralize  the  Indian  troops.  They  are  making 
superhuman  efforts  to  hold  the  country  to  the  Arkansas  River,  and  their  ; 
endurance  of  hardships  and  privations,  as  well  as  their  display  of  patri-  j 
otism  and  gallantry,  entitle  them  to  be  promptly  supported.  Coffee  has 
joined  Livingston,  making  a force  of  800  or  1,000,  who  are  operating  in 
the  rear  of  Phillips,  on  his  line  of  communication  for  supplies,  requiring 
a large  force  for  escort  duty  with  trains. 

Please  inform  me  if  there  has  been  any  change  in  the  lines  of  this  dis- 
trict, taking  therefrom  the  border  counties  of  Missouri,  and  if  provisions 
have  been  made  to  send  troops  into  the  border  counties  of  that  State. 

If  so,  it  will  enable  me  to  send  more  mounted  men  below. 

Major  Weed  having  just  arrived  from  Colonel  Phillips7  command,  I 
have  directed  Colonel  [William  R.]  Penick’s  regiment  to  proceed  to  Saint 
Joseph  immediately,  to  be  mustered  out,  in  accordance  with  your  order. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


JAS.  G.  BLUKT, 

Major - General. 


Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


MAY  — , 1863. — Affair  near  Patterson,  Mo. 


Report  of  Capt.  Timothy  Reves. 

Camp,  Kelley’s  Mill,  May  31, 1863. 


Major:  We  went  on  our  trip  near  Patterson,  and  found  a scout  had 
started  in  the  direction  of  Doniphan.  We  routed  the  enemy  by  killing 
1 man,  6 horses,  how  many  wounded  we  do  not  know  ; the  horses  killed 
were  shot  all  over;  the  men  with  them  were  undoubtedly  wounded.  We 
captured  about  22  horses  and  saddles,  blankets,  &c.  We  fell  back  on 
Current  River,  15  miles  above  Doniphan,  for  the  purpose  of  resting  our 
horses  and  watching  the  enemy  for  two  or  three  days,  when  we  expect 
to  return  to  camp. 

Please  forward  a copy  of  the  dispatch  to  Colonel  [J.  Q.]  Burbridge 
forthwith. 


Yery  respectfully, 


T.  REYES, 


Captain. 


Maj.  Lee  Crandall,  C.  S.  Cavalry. 
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JUNE  1, 1863. — Skirmishes  near  Rocheport,  Mo. 

. reports. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Bartholow,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 

No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  John  F.  Williams,  Ninth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

k 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen . Thomas  J.  Bartholow,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia . 

Hdqrs.  Eighth  Military  District  of  Missouri, 

Enrolled  Missouri  Militia, 

Macon  City , Mo .,  June  2,  1863. 

General:  I received  the  following  dispatch  from  Col.  Clark  H. 
Green,  commanding  post  at  Glasgow,  at  10  o’clock  last  night: 

Glasgow,  Mo.,  June  1,  1863. 

Captain  Steinmetz,  with  15  men,  ran  into  a camp  of  bushwhackers  3 miles  north  of 
Rocheport  at  sunrise  this  morning.  The  rebels  fired  upon  them,  and  a short  skirmish 
ensued,  our  men  getting  scattered,  and  were  driven  within  3 miles  of  Fayette.  Four 
of  our  men  are  missing.  John  Vance  was  captured.  William  Hensley  is  supposed  to 
have  been  killed.  Captain  Steinmetz  came  to  Fayette,  got  help,  and  has  gone  back. 
Jackman,  Pulliam,  Todd,  and  Rucker  were  with  the  rebels,  having  about  60  men. 

C.  H.  GREEN, 

Colonel. 

I immediately  telegraphed  to  Mexico  and  Sturgeon,  ordering  a force 
from  each  place  to  move  forthwith  in  the  direction  of  Rocheport,  direct- 
ing the  officers  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  troops  moving  from  Fay- 
ette, and  not  to  return  until  this  band  of  marauders  was  broken  up  or 
as  long  as  they  could  learn  of  an  armed  rebel  in  that  section.  I also 
had  a messenger  dispatched  to  General  Guitar,  at  Columbia,  requesting 
him  to  send  a force  from  Columbia.  I ordered  Colonel  Green  to  arrest 
Jackman’s  family  and  hold  them  for  the  safety  of  Sergeant  Yance,  re- 
ported captured  by  this  band.  I also  sent  an  order  by  the  early  train 
this  morning  to  Captain  Skinner,  at  Renick,  who  has  a company  sta- 
tioned there,  to  march  immediately  in  the  direction  above  indicated 
with  all  the  available  force  he  could  spare.  Thus,  by  moving  detach- 
ments from  five  different  points,  I hope  by  to-night  to  have  the  section 
infested  by  these  rebels  so  surrounded  that  their  escape  will  be  cut  off 
and  the  band  effectually  broken  up.  This  band  is  the  same  which,  under 
Pulliam,  lately  committed  the  depredations  in  Pike  and  Lincoln  Counties. 
A few  have  doubtless  joined  them  since  they  came  into  Howard.  I 
have  just  received  information  that  the  forces  from  Mexico  and  Sturgeon 
are  on  the  march. 

Captain  Steinmetz,  at  the  head  of  15  men,  had  moved  from  Glasgow 
on  Saturday  night,  with  the  view  of  endeavoring  to  effect  the  capture 
of  Jackman,  who  was  known  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  Rocheport, 
he  not  knowing  that  Pulliam  had  got  into  the  vicinity  with  the  men 
who  were  bushwhacking  under  him  in  Pike  and  Lincoln.  I will  keep 
you  advised  regarding  this  affair. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  J.  BARTHOLOW, 

Brigadier - General. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis. 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  F.  Williams , Ninth  Missouri  State  Militia 

Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 
Fayette , Mo.,  June  1,  1863. 

Sir  : Learning  this  morning  that  the  rebel  leaders,  Jackman,  Bucker, 
Pulliam,  and  company,  were  in  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Bocheport,  I sent 
out  50  men  from  Companies  A and  G,  under  Captain  [Beeves]  Leonard, 
to  look  after  them,  leaving  here  at  11  a.  m.  The  captain  found  them 
about  2 p.  m.  posted  in  a pasture  upon  the  farm  and  near  the  house  of 
John  L.  Jones,  about  3 miles  northeast  of  Bocheport,  and,  throwing  out 
flankers,  made  an  attack  on  them  at  once,  and  in  twenty  minutes  routed 
and  drove  them  flying  before  him,  with  a loss  of  2 men  killed  and  sev- 
eral horses ; number  of  wounded  not  known.  The  captain  captured  two 
horses  and  guns,  one  keg  of  powder,  powder-flasks,  canteens,  caps,  hats, 
&c.  Casualties  on  our  side,  5 wounded  slightly,  all  buck-shot  flesh 
wounds,  the  captain  among  the  number  being  wounded  in  the  leg  and 
head.  Captain  [Henry  N.]  Cook  came  up  from  Columbia  with  50  men, 
and,  reaching  the  scene  a few  moments  after  the  fight  was  over,  went 
in  pursuit  of  the  flying  rebels,  assisted  by  Lieutenants  [Marshall  H.] 
Harris,  [William  B.]  Kemper,  [Charles]  Albrecht,  and  [Tobe]  Williams. 
Jackman’s  number  is  about  50.  The  detachment  of  Company  A was 
under  Lieutenants  [Joseph  M.]  Street  and  Williams;  of  Company  G, 
under  Lieutenant  Albrecht.  Both  officers  and  men  fought  gallantly. 
The  fine  gray  gelding  stolen  from  Willis  Grims  some  two  weeks  ago 
was  captured  in  the  fight  from  Jackman. 

In  haste,  yours, 

JOHN  F.  WILLIAMS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel , Commanding  Post . 

Brigadier-General  Guitar, 

Commanding  District  of  Northeastern  Missouri. 


JUNE  1,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Doniphan,  Mo. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Lothar  Lippert , Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Post  Headquarters, 
Patterson , Mo .,  June  1,  [2,]  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
skirmish  yesterday  morning : 

Information  had  been  received  that  Beves  and  Porter  were  encamped 
at  Porter’s  Mill,  44  miles  south  of  this  place,  on  the  Pocahontas  road. 

Saturday  morning,  May  30, 1863, 1 started  two  expeditions,  one  under 
command  of  Captain  Erskine,  of  about  60  men  of  the  Thirteenth  Illi- 
nois Cavalry,  and  the  other  of  73  men — 40  of  the  Third  Missouri  State 
Militia  and  33  of  the  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry.  I took  command 
myself. 

Captain  Erskine  was  to  attack  the  enemy  in  front  at  3 o’clock  to-day, 
while  I,  by  going  a southwestern  route,  would  be  on  hand  to  attack 
them  in  the  rear  at  the  same  hour. 

I marched  from  this  camp  to  Carter’s  Mill,  on  the  Van  Buren  road, 
20  miles,  and  could  not  learn  anything  of  the  enemy  at  that  place,  the 
citizens  telling  me  that  they  had  not  seen  or  heard  of  a rebel  in  that 
yicinity.  I then  marched  back  from  Carter’s  Mill  about  3 miles,  and 
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took  the  Doniphan  road;  kept  it  10  miles;  there  left  it,  and  camped  at  a 
small  farm  about  1£  miles  off  from  the  road.  My  object  in  doing  this 
was  to  obtain  forage.  The  militia  were  camped  in  a barn  and  yard, 
their  horses  being  all  inside  the  yard.  The  detachment  of  the  Thir- 
teenth was  about  10  rods  distant  from  the  barn,  in  the  woods.  At 
about  3.45  o’clock  the  next  morning,  the  enemy,  who  had  come  inside 
my  pickets  and  gained  a position  behind  the  fence,  aloug  the  edge  of 
the  woods,  without  being  discovered,  opened  a heavy  fire  on  the  mil- 
itia, who  immediately  ran  for  the  woods,  and  were  lost  in  the  brush.  I 
tried  to  get  them  to  hold  the  barn  and  fence,  but  they  could  not  stand 
the  fire.  After  I had  lost  them,  I went  over  to  the  company  of  the 
Thirteenth,  who  were  in  line,  returning  the  enemy’s  fire  lightly,  and 
ordered  them  up  on  the  hill,  to  a better  position,  where  I halted  and 
waited  for  stragglers  from  the  militia  to  come  up.  The  enemy  in  the 
mean  time  had  ceased  firing,  and  could  not  be  seen.  I then  marched 
back  to  this  camp. 

The  enemy  was  commanded  by  Reves  and  Porter,  and  numbered 
about  300  men.  The  attack  was  a complete  surprise,  and  not  expected 
at  all  by  me.  If  my  horses  had  not  been  saddled  and  bridled,  I might 
have  lost  them  all.  On  our  way  back,  I learned  that  the  enemy  had 
followed  me  the  day  before  for  12  miles,  remaining  about  two  hours 
behind. 

The  loss  in  my  regiment  is  nothing,  only  myself  wounded.  The  mili- 
tia lost  about  23  horses.  All  the  men  are  in  but  2.  There  are  3 
wounded. 

I have  sent  word  for  Captain  Erskine  to  return,  and  he  will  probably 
be  in  to-night. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  LIPPERT, 

Major  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Colonel  Clark, 

Commanding  Sub -district.  Pilot  Knob,  Mo. 


Hdqrs.  Thirteenth  Regt.  Illinois  Cav.  Vols., 

Arcadia , Mo.,  June  27,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report : 

In  compliance  with  orders  received  from  headquarters  sub-district 
and  post,  Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  I proceeded,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of 
May,  1863,  with  5 commissioned  officers  and  110  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates,  to  Patterson  County,  with  instructions  to  recon- 
noiter  the  country  south  and  west  of  that  place.  At  Patterson  I found 
69  men  of  the  Third  Missouri  State  Militia,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant [Samuel  R.]  Kelly,  same  regiment. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  30th  of  May,  I received  reliable  information 
that  the  guerrilla  chief  Reves,  with  a force  variously  estimated  at  from 
400  to  600  men,  was  encamped  at  or  near  Ponter’s  Mill,  Mo.  From  this 
information  I concluded  to  attack  him  in  his  camp. 

Below  Ponter’s  Mill  there  is  a junction  of  three  roads,  one  leading  to 
Doniphan,  one  to  Pitman’s  Ferry,  and  one  out  to  the  so-called  Glass  Set- 
tlement. To  prevent  Reves  escaping  without  giving  a fight,  I organ- 
ized two  expeditions,  one  of  75  men,  under  command  of  Captain  Erskine, 
with  instructions  to  move,  by  the  way  of  Greenville  and  Poplar  Bluff, 
to  the  north  side  of  Ponter’s  Mill,  and  to  arrive  there  on  the  2d  of  May 
[June],  at  3 p.m.,  and,  if  the  enemy  was  to  be  found,  to  attack  him  at  once. 
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I,  myself,  took  command  of  49  men  of  the  Third  Missouri  State  Militia,  1 
under  Lieutenant  Kelly,  and  32  men  from  the  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cav-  i 
airy,  under  command  of  Captain  [G-.  Allen]  May.  I intended  to  march 
in  a western  direction  to  Carter’s  Mill,  on  Black  River ; from  there  to 
Doniphan,  and  arrive  on  the  2d  of  June,  at  3 p.  m.,  at  the  junction  of 
the  different  roads  south  of  Reves’  camp,  and  act  in  conjunction  with 
Captain  Erskine. 

1 arrived  at  Carter’s  Mill  at  12  m.,  and,  as  I had  received  information 
that  a small  rebel  band  was  in  the  vicinity,  I scouted  the  country 
around  thoroughly,  without  finding  any  signs  of  an  enemy.  From  this 
place  I proceeded,  the  same  afternoon,  14  miles  farther  on  the  Doni- 
phan  road.  At  G p.  m.  I left  the  main  road,  and  went  to  a farm  about  I 
1£  miles  in  an  eastern  direction,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  forage. 
This  farm  consisted  of  about  16  acres  of  cleared  ground,  making  a 
regular  square,  with  a creek,  lined  on  each  side  by  small  brushes,  run- 
ning from  east  to  west  through  the  center  of  the  clearing.  The  field 
was  surrounded  by  very  steep  hills  on  all  sides,  covered  with  heavy 
timber  and  thick  underbrush.  On  the  west  side  of  the  field  was  a large  j 
log  barn,  with  a small  fenced  yard  surrounding  three  sides.  At  arriv-  ! 
ing  at  the  place,  I ordered  Lieutenant  Kelly  to  camp  his  command  in  and 
around  this  barn-yard.  1 also  ordered  Captain  May  to  camp  his  com- 
mand on  the  north  side  of  the  creek,  behind  the  undergrowth  on  its 
bank. 

After  the  pickets  had  been  stationed  on  the  hills  around  the  camp, 
the  horses  were  fed  and  the  men  prepared  their  supper.  When  this 
was  done,  I ordered  the  whole  command  to  saddle  and  bridle  again,  j 
and  sleep  on  their  arms,  close  to  their  horses.  Captain  May  received 
instructions  from  me  to  remain,  in  case  of  an  attack,  at  the  place  on 
which  he  was  encamped,  as  a reserve,  and  await  my  orders.  Lieuten- 
ant  Kelly  was  instructed,  in  case  of  an  attack,  to  take  half  of  his  com- 
mand and  form  a line  of  skirmishers  behind  the  fence  on  the  south  side 
of  the  field,  and  the  other  half  of  his  command  was  ordered  to  hold  the 
barn-yard,  and,  in  case  the  enemy  came  in  overwhelming  numbers,  the 
whole  of  his  command  should  fall  back  to  the  barn  and  hold  it. 

On  the  morning  of  June  1,  at  about  3,45  o’clock,  I heard  two  shots 
fired  in  the  direction  of  the  picket  on  the  east  side  of  my  camp.  I im- 
mediately ordered  the  troops  to  the  positions  before  designated.  I told 
Captain  May  to  hold  his  command  in  readiness,  either  to  charge  on  the  i 
enemy,  if  he  should  attempt  to  come  into  the  field,  or  to  be  prepared  to 
fall  in  his  rear,  with  dismounted  men,  but,  under  all  circumstances,  to 
await  my  orders.  After  this  I went  back  to  the  Third  Missouri  State 
Militia,  and  saw  Lieutenant  Kelly  leaving  his  place  behind  the  fence, 
already,  in  double-quick.  I asked  him  his  reasons  for  such  doings,  and 
received  an  answer  that  the  enemy  could  be  heard  coming  through  the 
woods.  I then  ordered  him  back  behind  the  fence,  but  before  he  arrived 
there  a tremendous  fire  was  opened  from  the  woods  opposite  the  fence. 
This  was  sufficient  to  frighten  his  men  so  completely  that  all  efforts  on 
my  part  were  insufficient  to  make  them  stand  either  in  the  field  or  in 
the  barn.  I further  noticed  that  these  men  ran  away  without  taking 
their  saddled  horses  along,  which,  in  order  to  save,  I gave  the  men  or- 
ders to  mount  at  four  different  times,  which  was  obeyed  by  but  7 or  8 , 
men  who  remained  on  the  ground.  After  this  I proceeded  to  Captain 
May,  and  found  him  with  his  men  in  line  of  battle,  awaiting  my  orders. 
In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  fence  and  taken  possession 
of  the  barn  and  surrounding  yard,  and  secured  the  horses  of  the  Third 
Missouri  State  Militia.  The  same  moment  I also  saw  a mounted  force 
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of  the  enemy  going  in  the  direction  of  the  main  road,  and  fearing  that 
they  might  cat  off  my  way  of  retreat,  I ordered  Captain  May  to  bring 
his  command,  and  trotted  through  the  woods  toward  the  main  road ; 
when  there,  a half  mile  back,  I selected  a good  position,  dismounted 
the  men,  and  formed  a line  of  skirmishers,  and  waited  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  in  order  that  stragglers  from  the  Third  Missouri 
State  Militia  might  come  up.  Afterward  we  started  back  toward  Pat- 
terson, arriving  at  that  place  at  3 p.  m.  When  arrived  at  Patterson, 
there  were  missing  from  the  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  27  men,  horses, 
and  equipments ; among  them  the  two  officers  who  accompanied  the  ex- 
pedition. All  these  men  came  in  that  night  on  foot.  Three  of  the 
Third  Missouri  State  Militia  received  slight  wounds,  and,  after  defend- 
ing nobly  the  position  in  which  they  were  stationed,  left  the  field  with 
me.  During  my  efforts  to  make  the  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  hold 
their  position,  I received  eight  balls  in  different  parts  of  my  body. 

On  arriving  at  Patterson,  I immediately  sent  word  to  Captain  Erskine,* 
recalling  him,  and  he  arrived  safe  in  camp  at  Patterson  June  2. 

On  the  way  back  to  Patterson  I received  from  citizens  the  following 
information : Reves,  with  from  500  to  600  men,  mounted,  left  his  camp, 
near  Ponter’s  Mill,  on  the  30th  of  May,  marching,  by  way  of  Doniphan, 
toward  Patterson,  on  a more  western  road  than  the  one  which  I was 
coming,  with  the  intention  to  attack  Patterson  on  the  morning  of  the 
1st  of  June.  Arriving  at  Carter’s  Mill  about  one  hour  after  I had  left, 
he  changed  his  course  and  followed  my  tracks,  remaining  in  my  rear  at 
a distance  of  3 or  4 miles,  and  concealed  himself,  after  having  obtained 
information  of  the  locality  at  which  I camped. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 


L.  LIPPERT, 

Major , Commanding  Regiment . 
Capt.  H.  C.  Fillebrown,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Indorsement.] 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

Arcadia , June  28,  1863. 

I beg  leave  to  file  this  report  at  department  headquarters,  as  I am 
going  out  of  the  district. 

Some  inquiry  may  occur  as  to  why  I arrested  2 officers  and  27  men  of  the 
Third  Missouri  State  Militia,  especially  as  Colonel  [Richard  G.]  Woodson 
seems  inclined  to  take  the  part  of  the  men  of  his  regiment,  who  have  a 
second  time  misbehaved  before  the  enemy.  I have  not  had  time  to  try 
the  case,  but  1 beg  it  be  noticed,  and  this  report  filed,  to  show  my 
ground  of  action. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-  Genera  l , Commanding. 


JUNE  1,  1863.— -Affair  at  Waverly,  Mo. 

Report  of  Maj.  George  W.  Kelly , Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Marshall,  Saline  County,  June  2, 1863. 

Colonel  : I drop  you  a line  to  inform  you  that  my  dismounted  scout 
arrived  last  night.  They  ran  on  to  a party  of  4 guerrillas  in  the  brush 
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above  Waverly,  Mo. ; killed  1,  mortally  wounded  another,  and  captured 
their  horses  and  equipments ; 4 horses,  1 Sharps’  carbine,  1 shot-gun, 
and  their  bedding.  The  brush  was  very  thick,  almost  impenetrable,  or 
my  men  would  have  killed  the  whole  4.  Sergeants  Sapp,  Beeks,  and 
Yarnell,  of  Company  C,  with  30  privates  of  Companies  C and  B,  com- 
posed the  dismounted  scout.  The  sergeants  report  several  small  bands 
of  guerrillas  between  Waverly  and  Dover,  in  La  Fayette  County,  Mis- 
souri. My  scout  was  armed  with  revolvers  and  double-barreled  shot- 
guns. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

G.  W.  KELLY, 

Major  Fourth  Regiment  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , Comdg. 

Col.  George  H.  Haul, 

Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


JUNE  6-20,  1863. — Operations  about  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T.,  including  skir- 
mish (16th)  on  Greenleaf  Prairie. 

REPORTS, 

No.  1. — Col.  William  A.  Phillips,  Third  Indian  Home  Guards,  commanding  Indian 
Brigade. 

No.  2. — Col.  Stephen  H.  Wattles,  First  Indian  Home  Guards,  of  skirmish  on  Greenleaf 
Prairie. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  William  A.  Phillips , Third  Indian  Home  Guards , com- 
manding Indian  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Indian  Brigade, 

Fort  Blunt , C.  N.,  June  20,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  to  report  military  operations  here  up  to  date. 

Two  weeks  ago  (of  which  fact  I advised  you,  and  also  Colonel  Wili- 
ams, supposed  then  to  be  at  Baxter  Springs),  Col.  Stand  Watie,  Colo-  j 
nel  Bell,  and  other  rebel  commanders  made  a cavalry  dash  over  the  j 
river,  in  considerable  force,  crossing  Arkansas  Biver  28  miles  below  j 
this,  and  moving  rapidly,  on  by-roads,  through  the  mountains  that  bor- 
der the  Illinois  Biver.  Knowing  the  exhausted  condition  of  my  stock, 

I permitted  no  pursuit  until  I discovered  definitely  where  they  were 
going. 

I learned  that  the  enemy  crossed  the  Illinois  Biver,  and  that  part  of 
their  force  recrossed  and  went  to  Park  Hill  and  Tahlequah,  and  then 
moved  northeast.  I at  once  concluded  that  their  design  was  to  co- 
operate with  Livingston  and  others,  and  strike  the  negro  regiment  at 
Baxter  Springs.  I sent  three  separate  messengers  to  notify  Colonel 
Williams  of  his  danger,  and  sent  all  the  cavalry  force  I could  then 
mount,  with  one  howitzer,  to  follow  the  rebels } to  strike  them,  if  it 
could  be  done  safely,  and,  if  the  enemy  were  re-enforced  so  as  to  be  too 
heavy,  to  strike  them  in  the  rear  when  they  struck  at  the  negro  regi- 
ment. 

Major  [J.  A.]  Foreman  moved  with  his  command  some  80  miles  north-  . 
east,  and  prepared  to  attack  them  near  Maysville,  when  the  rebels 
swung  round  on  the  Grand  Biver,  near  .the  mouth  of  Spavina  Creek. 
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Grand  Eiver  was  up.  Captain  [Hugh]  Tinnin,  and,  I suspect,  Living- 
ston, with  several  hundred  men,  were  on  the  west  side  of  Grand  Eiver. 
Watie  and  Bell  attempted  to  cross,  but  failed,  drowning  2 of  their  men 
and  some  horses  in  the  attempt. 

The  rebels  retreated  down  the  river  to  Grand  Saline,  where  they 
again  attempted  to  cross,  but  failed.  Here  Major  Foreman  overtook 
their  rear,  and  in  the  attack  3 rebels  were  killed  and  some  of  their  pro- 
visions taken. 

The  rebels  retreated  rapidly  southeast,  toward  Tahlequah,  pursued 
by  Major  Foreman.  I had  scouts  in  Tahlequah  (20  miles  from  Fort 
Blunt),  and  learned  that  Watie  had  gone  through  Tahlequah  about  2 or 
•3  o’clock  on  Monday  [15th].  I got  the  news  two  hours  afterward.  I 
immediately  sent  orders  to  Foreman  to  press  the  enemy  hard,  so  as  to 
harass  him ; and  I raised  immediately  a force  of  400  men,  half  infantry, 
half  cavalry,  and  one  howitzer,  and  sent  it  with  Colonel  [Stephen  H.] 
Wattles  and  a number  of  good  captains,  Indian  and  white,  to  assist 
him,  and  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy.  I directed  him  to  proceed 
on  the  road  parallel  to  the  river,  down  the  river,  and  sent  orders  to  have 
Foreman’s  party  post  him  as  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  watched 
the  enemy  myself. 

Learning  of  the  harassed  condition  of  Watie  and  Bell,  the  rebels 
moved  down  some  Texans  and  Choctaws,  under  Cols.  Tandy  Walker 
and  Bass,  and  undertook  to  cross  a force  in  the  night.  At  the  same  time, 
the  main  rebel  army,  camped  over  the  river,  4 miles  from  Fort  Blunt, 
made  a demonstration  on  my  right  to  hold  me  in  check. 

Colonel  Wattles  in  the  night  passed  close  to  where  the  rebels  were 
crossing  the  river  without  discovering  them;  but  two  scouts,  who  were 
watching  Greenleaf  Prairie,  notified  him  at  daylight  that  the  rebels  were 
forming  in  his  rear.  His  force  returned  6 miles,  and  engaged  the  enemy 
on  Greenleaf  Prairie,  18  miles  distant  from  the  fort.  The  rebels  were 
first  repulsed,  but  owing  to  pushing  the  retreating  enemy  with  a ragged 
[force],  the  rebels  turned  on  the  pursuers  and  drove  them  back  until  they 
reached  the  infantry  and  the  battery,  which  latter  they  attempted  to 
take,  but  were  repulsed'  and  again  driven  toward  the  river,  our  force 
still  being  south  of  the  rebels. 

Unfortunately  the  stock  under  the  command  of  Major  Foreman  was 
completely  exhausted,  and  instead  of  pursuing  the  enemy,  as  I expected, 
so  as  to  crush  him  with  both  commands,  he  abandoned  the  pursuit  at 
Tahlequah  and  returned  to  Fort  Blunt.  Learning  of  his  approach,  and 
seeing  that  such  co-operation  would  fail,  I mounted  everything,  on  mules, 
horses,  &c.,  and  sent  out  Colonel  Schaurte  with  500  men  and  one  piece 
of  artillery  (part  of  his  force  with  the  gun  was  infantry),  and  pushed 
him  forward  to  aid  Colonel  Wattles.  I ordered  the  latter  to  stay  and 
hold  his  position.  He,  although  his  command  had  repulsed  and  driven 
the  enemy,  deemed  it  advisable  to  fall  back  as  soon  as  he  learned  that 
Foreman  would  not  re-enforce  him.  He  therefore  made  a march  up, 
leaving  the  enemy  on  his  left  flank  in  the  timber  toward  the  river 
(defeated  and  beaten,  but  not  destroyed).  Learning  that  he  was  still 
falling  back  to  Fort  Blunt,  I relieved  him  of  command,  and  ordered  Colo- 
nel Schaurte  to  pursue  and  destroy  the  enemy. 

Meantime  the  rebels  over  the  river  opened  their  artillery  on  me, 
directly  in  front,  and  made  a feint  as  if  they  were  going  to  attack  me  in 
force  directly  at  Fort  Blunt.  This  they  did  in  very  lively  style,  send- 
ing their  men  into  the  river  at  different  fords,  as  if  they  were  crossing. 
Keeping  everything  in  good  style,  I still  sent  out  everything  I could 
move  rapidly  to  the  Greenleaf  Prairie. 
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Colonel  Wattles,  before  being  relieved,  had  unfortunately  fallen  back  i 
to  the  mountain,  6 miles  from  Fort  Blunt.  A rebel  force,  300  or  400 
strong,  was  watching  his  rear,  but  before  the  commands  I sent  could 
reach  the  field,  the  rebels  had  retreated  down  the  river,  and  in  the  night 
and  during  next  day  succeeded  in  crossing  the  Arkansas  at  Webber’s 
Falls,  Vine  and  Sallison  [Creeks].  Having  once  permitted  them  to  es- 
cape, the  condition  of  my  stock  rendered  it  utterly  impossible  to  follow 
them. 

The  engagement  on  Greenleaf  Prairie  on  the  16th  was  spirited  and 
sharp,  lasting  several  hours,  and  once  or  twice  was  sharply  contested. 

Our  losses  are  : First  Indian  Regiment,  3 killed  ; Third  Indian  Regi- 
ment, 3 killed ; Fourth  Indian  Regiment,  1 killed ; and  Second  Indian 
Regiment,  Lieutenant  Palmer  slightly  wounded.  Eight  are  reported 
wounded,  but  all  slightly. 

Of  the  Sixth  Kansas,  5 are  missing,  supposed  to  be  prisoners.  They 
are  from  Company  D.  A detachment  of  30  men,  under  Sergt.  John  K. 
Ewing,  got  in  advance  of  our  force,  owing  to  the  retreat  of  the  com- 
mand under  Wattles ; and  this  small  detachment  having  taken  a wrong 
road,  they  were  surrounded  by  several  hundred  rebels.  Sergeant 
Ewing  gallantly  fought  his  way  out  with  most  of  his  men;  but  5 were 
taken,  or  are  missing.* 

####### 

While  regretting  that  the  inability  to  obey  orders  prevented  the  total 
destruction  of  the  enemy’s  force  on  this  side  of  the  river,  I must  state 
that  the  fight  was  in  the  main  a gallant  one,  and  the  enemy  were  driven 
several  miles  from  the  field. 

Some  Choctaw  prisoners,  taken  by  Captain  Gritts  and  Lieutenant  . 
Thompson,  stated  that  the  rebels  had  crossed  ten  companies  of  Choctaws 
and  ten  companies  of  Texans  to  cover  the  retreat  of  Colonel  Watie,  but 
I do  not  believe  they  had  so  large  a force  over. 

Amongst  the  officers  exhibiting  gallantry  worthy  of  note  are  Captain 
[Budd]  Gritts  and  Lieutenant  [J.  C.]  Palmer,  of  the  Second ; Captains 
Smith  Christy,  [Solomon]  Kaufman,  and  Lieutenant  [John  E.]  Blunt,  ; 
of  the  Third ; Captain  Kinter,  of  the  Fourth  ; Captain  Cox,  of  the  Fifth, 
and  Lieutenants  [Robert  T.]  Thompson  and  [Fred.]  Crafts,  of  the  First;  j 
also  Sergeant  Ewing,  of  the  Sixth  Kansas. 

The  loss  of  the  rebels,  although  heavier  than  ours,  has  been  variously  : 
stated ; but  I decline  a statement  in  the  absence  of  positive  knowledge. 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS,  } 

Colonel , Commanding . 

Major-General  Blunt. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  Stephen  H.  Wattles , First  Indian  Home  Guards , of  skir- 
mish on  Greenleaf  Prairie. 

Hdqrs.  First  Regiment  of  the  Indian  Brigade, 

In  the  Field , Fort  Blunt , J une  — , 1 863. 

Colonel  : In  obedience  to  your  orders  detailing  me  to  take  charge 
of  a scout  to  intercept  the  retreat  of  Stand  Watie,  I marched  from  Fort 
Blunt  at  10  o’clock  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  of  June,  1863.  When 


* Nominal  list  omitted. 
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we  arrived  at  the  bayou,  I ordered  a halt,  counted  the  men,  and  found 
but  316 ; proceeded  on  the  march,  halted  at  the  top  of  the  mountain, 
and  rested  the  forces  about  one  hour.  The  occasion  of  the  halt  was 
caused  by  one  balky  horse  attached  to  the  howitzer,  rendering  it  neces- 
sary for  the  infantry  supporters  to  pull  the  piece  up  the  mountain.  We 
then  resumed  march,  with  an  advance  guard  and  flankers  right  and  left, 
and  reached  Greenleaf  Prairie  about  an  hour  before  daylight.  We  pro- 
ceeded on  across  the  prairie,  and,  when  we  entered  the  timber  on  the 
opposite  side,  left  2 men  to  watch  the  prairie.  After  crossing  Greenleaf 
Creek  some  2 miles,  I was  notified  by  one  of  the  men  left  that  the  enemy 
was  in  my  rear.  Immediately  dispatched  Lieutenant , of  the  Sec- 

ond Indian  Regiment,  with  25  men,  to  learn  the  number  of  the  enemy ; 
halted  for  a report.  At  the  same  time  I sent  2 men  forward  to  Web- 
ber’s Falls,  2 men  to  the  Tahlequah  road,  and  2 men  to  Hildebrand’s 
Ford,  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  Major  [ J.  A.]  Foreman.  In  about 
three-quarters  of  an  hour  a messenger  returned  with  the  information 
that  the  lieutenant  was  attacked,  and  the  men  fighting  a force  of  be- 
tween 200  and  300.  I countermarched,  and  sent  100  men  forward,  with 
Lieutenant  [Robert  T.]  Thompson,  to  ascertain  the  strength  of  the  en- 
emy and  their  whereabouts,  with  instructions  to  report  immediately, 
and  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  until  I arrived  with  the  rest  of  the  forces. 
In  a short  time,  the  lieutenant  reported  the  enemy  in  line  of  battle  in 
the  edge  of  the  timber,  about  1 mile  in  advance.  I immediately  dis- 
patched Captain  Bowlegs,  with  75  men,  to  flank  them  on  the  left,  and 
ordered  the  forces  to  advance.  Upon  arriving  at  a point  near  where 
the  enemy  were  reported,  I formed  a line  for  the  purpose  of  a charge, 
and  gave  the  command,  and  moved  forward  with  my  cavalry,  leaving 
the  infantry  to  support  the  howitzer.  We  repulsed  the  enemy  in  the 
first  charge,  they  falling  back  about  three-quarters  of  a mile. 

They  formed  again  with  re-enforcements,  and  forced  us  back  a short 
distance.  I again  formed  the  men,  and  sent  my  adjutant,  Lieutenant 
[Eli  C.]  Lowe,  back  for  the  howitzer.  The  enemy  again  made  a charge 
and  were  repulsed.  In  the  mean  time  the  howitzer  arrived.  The  enemy 
by  this  time  had  advanced  in  front,  upon  charge,  flanking  us  on  both 
sides,  and  within  30  yards  of  my  force  and  howitzer,  my  men  keeping 
up  a consfant  fire.  The  howitzer  then  opened,  and  upon  the  first  re- 
port checked  the  enemy.  I then  ordered  a charge.  The  enemy  re- 
treated, and  we  followed,  not  giving  them  time  to  rally  again.  We 
pursued  them  through  the  timber,  Captain  [Solomon]  Kaufman  occa- 
sionally giving  them  a shell,  or  canister,  until  we  reached  the  prairie  5 
the  enemy  falling  back  toward  the  river.  Upon  arriving  at  the  prairie, 
I formed  and  rested  the  men.  While  there,  I discovered  a small  num- 
ber of  the  enemy  forming  on  my  left,  while  farther  behind  them  I saw 
a force,  and  a heavy  cloud  of  dust,  moving  on  toward  the  entrance  of  the 
timber^  apparently  to  cut  off  my  communication  with  you,  while  upon 
my  right  I discovered  4 or  5 men  on  a high  point.  I then  sent  Lieu- 
tenant Thompson  forward,  with  6 men,  to  learn  who  they  were.  He 
soon  returned  with  2 of  the  men  as  prisoners,  and  reported  a rebel  force 
forming  on  our  right.  I then  ordered  an  investigation  into  the  number 
of  rounds  of  ammunition  my  men  had,  and  found  upon  report  that  some 
were  out  of  caps,  others  powder,  and  some  bullets;  and  in  that  condi- 
tion, and  from  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  I deemed  it  necessary  to 
move  into  the  timber,  so  as  to  keep  up  my  communication  with  you — to 
go  into  camp  until  I heard  from  Major  Foreman. 

While  in  camp  I received  your  dispatch  directing  me  not  to  regulate 
my  movements  by  those  of  Major  Foreman,  and  ordering  me  to  proceed 
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to  the  mouth  of  Vine  and  Sallison  Creeks  and  destroy  the  two  ferry- 
boats. I then  counseled  [with]  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  cavalry,  and 
found  from  them  that  the  horses  were,  comparatively,  given  out,  and  the 
men  almost  exhausted  by  marching  and  fighting.  Upon  this  report, 
and  knowing  myself  the  condition  of  the  men  and  stock,  after  resting 
two  hours,  I proceeded  on  my  return  to  Fort  Blunt,  When  I reached 
the  bayou,  I received  an  order  directing  me  to  turn  my  command  over 
to  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Fred.  W.]  Schaurte,  and  to  report  to  you,  which 
I accordingly  did. 

We  lost,  in  the  battle  of  Grecnleaf  Prairie,  4 killed  and  8 wounded  ; 
none  dangerously.  That  of  the  enemy  was  7 killed ; none  found 
wounded ; the  latter  supposed  to  be  carried  off  the  field  by  ambulances, 
as  two  were  seen  goiug  to  the  battle-ground. 

In  closing  my  report,  colonel,  I cannot  omit  to  mention  the  bravery 
and  daring  of  the  following  officers,  who  rendered  me  good  services  in 
the  battle : Captain  [Smith]  Christy,  of  the  Third  Indian  ; Captain 
Kaufman,  of  the  Third  Indian  (commanding  howitzer) ; Lieutenant 
[John  E.]  Blunt,  of  the  Third  Indian ; Captain  [Budd]  Gritts,  of  the 
Second  Indian ; Lieutenant  [J.  C.]  Palmer,  of  the  Second  Indian,  Avho 
was  wounded  while  leading  his  men  of  the  Second;  Captain  Kinter,  of 
the  Fourth  Indian ; Captain  Cox,  of  the  Fifth  Indian,  and  Adjutant 
Lowe,  Lieutenant  [Robert  T.]  Thompson,  and  Lieutenant  [Fred.]  Crafts, 
of  the  First  Indian. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  H.  WATTLES, 

Colonel , Commanding  Detachment. 

Col.  William  A.  Phillips, 

Comdg.  Eighth  and  Ninth  Districts , Dept,  of  the  Missouri. 


JUNE  16-SEPTEMBER  13,  1863. — The  Sioux  Expedition,  Dakota. 

SUMMARY  OE  THE  PRINCIPAL  EVENTS. 

July  24,  1863. — Action  at  the  Big  Mound. 

26,  1863. — Action  at  Dead  Buffalo  Lake. 

28,  1863. — Action  at  Stony  Lake. 

29-30,  1863. — Skirmishes  at  the  Missouri  River. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Henry  H.  Sibley,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  expedition. 

No.  2. — Col.  Samuel  McPhaill,  First  Minnesota  Mounted  Rangers. 

No.  3. — Col.  William  Crooks,  Sixth  Minnesota  Infantry. 

No.  4.— Lieut.  Col.  William  R.  Marshall,  Seventh  Minnesota  Infantry. 

No.  5. — Col.  James  H.  Baker,  Tenth  Minnesota  Infantry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  H.  Sibley , U.  S.  Army , commanding  expe-  r 

dition.* 

Headquarters  District  of  Minnesota, 

Camp  Carter , Bank  of  James  River , August  7,  1863. 
Major:  My  last  dispatch  was  dated  21st  ultimo,  from  Camp  Olin,  iu 
which  I had  the  honor  to  inform  Major  General  Pope  that  I had  left 


See  also  Appendix,  pp.  9C7-913. 
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one- third  of  my  force  in  an  intrenched  position  at  Camp  Atchison,  and 
was  then  one  day’s  march  in  advance,  with  1,400  infantry  and  500  cav- 
alry, in  the  direction  where  the  main  body  of  the  Indians  were  supposed 
to  be. 

During  the  three  following  days  I pursued  a course  somewhat  west 
of  south,  making  50  miles,  having  crossed  the  James  River  and  the 
Great  Ooteau  of  the  Missouri.  On  the  24th,  about  1 p.  m.,  being  con- 
siderably in  advance  of  the  main  column,  with  some  of  the  officers  of 
my  staff,  engaged  in  looking  out  for  a suitable  camping  ground,  the 
command  having  marched  steadily  from  5 a.  in.,  some  of  my  scouts 
came  to  me  at  full  speed,  and  reported  that  a large  camp  of  Indians 
had  just  before  passed,  and  great  numbers  of  warriors  could  be  seen 
upon  the  prairie,  2 or  3 miles  distant.  I immediately  corraled  my  train 
upon  the  shore  of  a salt  lake  near  by,  and  established  my  camp,  which 
was  rapidly  intrenched  by  Colonel  Crooks,  to  whom  was  intrusted  that 
duty,  for  the  security  of  the  transportation  in  case  of  attack,  a precau- 
tion I had  taken  whenever  we  encamped  for  many  days  previously. 
While  the  earthworks  were  being  pushed  forward,  parties  of  Indians, 
more  or  less  numerous,  appeared  upon  the  hills  around  us,  and  one  of 
my  half  breed  scouts,  a relative  of  Red  Plume,  a Sisseton  chief,  hitherto 
opposed  to  the  war,  approached  sufficiently  near  to  converse  with  him. 
Red  Plume  told  him  to  warn  me  that  the  plan  was  formed  to  invite  me 
to  a council,  with  some  of  my  superior  officers,  to  shoot  us  without  cer- 
emony, and  then  attack  my  command  in  great  force,  trusting  to  destroy 
the  whole  of  it.  The  Indians  ventured  near  the  spot  where  a portion 
of  my  scouts  had  taken  position,  300  or  400  yards  from  our  camp,  and 
conversed  with  them  in  an  apparently  friendly  manner,  some  of  them 
professing  a desire  for  peace.  Surg.  Josiah  S.  Weiser,  of  the  First  Regi- 
ment Minnesota  Mounted  Rangers,  incautiously  joined  the  group  of 
scouts,  when  a young  savage,  doubtless  supposing  from  his  uniform  and 
horse  equipments  that  he  was  an  officer  of  rank,  pretended  great  friend- 
ship and  delight  at  seeing  him,  but  when  within  a few  feet  treacherously 
shot  him  through  the  heart.  The  scouts  discharged  their  pieces  at  the 
murderer,  but  he  escaped,  leaving  his  horse  behind.  The  body  of  Dr. 
Weiser  was  immediately  brought  into  camp,  unmutilated,  save  by  the 
ball  that  killed  him.  He  was  universally  esteemed,  being  skillful  in 
his  profession  and  a courteous  gentleman.  This  outrage  precipitated 
an  immediate  engagement.  The  savages,  in  great  numbers,  concealed 
by  the  ridges,  had  encircled  those  portions  of  the  camp  not  flanked  by  the 
lake  referred  to,  and  commenced  an  attack.  Colonel  [Samuel  | McPhaill, 
with  two  companies,  subsequently  re-enforced  by  others,  as  they  could 
be  spared  from  other  points,  was  directed  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the 
vicinity  of  the  hill  where  Dr.  Weiser  was  shot,  while  those  companies 
of  the  Seventh  Regiment,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  [W.  R.]  Marshall 
and  Major  [George]  Bradley,  and  one  company  of  the  Tenth  Regiment, 
under  Captain  [Alonzo  J.]  Edgerton,  were  dispatched  to  support  them. 
Taking  with  me  a 6-pounder,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  [John  O.] 
Whipple,  I ascended  a hill  toward  the  Big  Mound,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  ravine,  and  opened  fire  with  spherical-case  shot  upon  the  Indiaus, 
who  had  obtained  possession  of  the  upper  part  of  the  large  ravine,  and 
of  smaller  ones  tributary  to  it,  under  the  protection  of  wffiich  they  could 
annoy  the  infantry  and  cavalry  without  exposure  on  their  part.  This 
flank  and  raking  fire  of  artillery  drove  them  from  their  hiding  places 
into  the  broken  prairie,  where  they  were  successively  dislodged  from 
the  ridges,  being  utterly  unable  to  resist  the  steady  advance  of  the 
Seventh  Regiment  and  the  Rangers,  but  fled  before  them  in  confusion. 
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While  these  events  were  occurring  on  the  right,  the  left  of  the  camp 
was  also  threatened  by  a formidable  body  of  warriors.  Colonel  [Will- 
iam] Crooks,  whose  regiment  (the  Sixth)  was  posted  on  that  side,  was 
ordered  to  deploy  part  of  his  command  as  skirmishers,  and  to  dislodge 
the  enemy.  This  was  gallantly  done,  the  colonel  directing  in  person 
the  movements  of  one  part  of  his  detached  force,  and  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel [John  T.]  Averill  of  the  other,  Major  [Robert  1ST.]  McLaren  remaining 
in  command  of  that  portion  of  the  regiment  required  as  part  of  the  camp 
ground. 

The  savages  were  steadily  driven  from  one  strong  position  after 
another,  under  a severe  fire,  until,  feeling  their  utter  inability  to  con- 
tend longer  with  our  soldiers  in  the  open  field,  they  joined  their  brethren 
in  one  common  flight.  Upon  moving  forward  with  my  staff  to  a com- 
manding point  which  overlooked  the  field,  I discovered  the  whole  body 
of  Indians,  numbering  from  1,000  to  1,500,  retiring  in  confusion  from 
the  combat,  while  a dark  line  of  moving  objects  on  the  distant  hills 
indicated  the  locality  of  their  families.  I immediately  dispatched  or- 
ders to  Colonel  McPhaill,  who  had  now  received  an  accession  of  force 
from  the  other  companies  of  his  mounted  regiment,  to  press  on  with 
all  expedition  and  fall  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  but  not  to  continue 
the  pursuit  after  nightfall,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Marshall  was  di- 
rected to  follow  and  support  him  with  the  company  of  the  Seventh, 
and  Captain  Edgerton’s  company  of  the  Tenth,  accompanied  by  one 
6-pounder  and  one  section  of  mountain  howitzers,  under  Captain  Jones. 
At  the  same  time  all  of  the  companies  of  the  Sixth  and  Tenth  Regiments, 
except  two  from  each,  which  were  left  as  a camp  guard,  were  ordered 
to  rendezvous  and  to  proceed  in  the  same  direction,  but  they  had  so  far 
to  march  from  their  respective  points  before  arriving  at  the  spot  occu- 
pied by  myself  and  staff,  that  I felt  convinced  of  the  uselessness  of  their 
proceeding  farther,  the  other  portions  of  the  pursuing  force  being  some 
miles  in  the  advance,  and  I accordingly  ordered  their  return  to  camp. 
The  cavalry  gallantly  followed  the  Indians,  and  kept  up  a running  fight 
until  nearly  dark,  killing  and  wounding  many  of  their  warriors,  the  in- 
fantry, under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Marshall,  being  kept  at  a double-quick 
in  the  rear.  The  order  to  Colonel  McPhaill,  was  improperly  delivered, 
as  requiring  him  to  return  to  camp,  instead  of  bivouacking  on  the  prairie. 
Consequently  he  retraced  his  way  with  his  weary  men  and  horses,  fol- 
lowed by  the  still  more  wearied  infantry,  and  arrived  at  camp  early  the 
next  morning,  as  I was  about  to  move  forward  with  the  main  column. 
Thus  ended  the  battle  of  the  “ Big  Mound.”  The  severity  of  the  labors  of 
the  entire  command  may  be  appreciated  when  it  is  considered  that  the  i 
engagement  only  commenced  after  the  day’s  march  was  nearly  com- 
pleted, and  that  the  Indians  were  chased  at  least  12  miles,  making  alto- 
gether full  40  miles  performed  without  rest. 

The  march  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  and  of  Company  ; 
B,  of  the  Tenth  Regiment,  in  returning  to  camp  after  the  tremendous  | 
efforts  of  the  day,  is  almost  unparalleled,  and  it  told  so  fearfully  upon 
men  and  animals  that  a forward  movement  could  not  take  place  until 
the  26th,  when  I marched  at  an  early  hour.  Colonel  [J.  H.]  Baker  had 
been  left  in  command  of  the  camp  (named  by  the  officers  Camp  Sibley) 
during  the  engagement  of  the  previous  day,  and  all  the  arrangements 
for  its  security  were  actively  and  judiciously  made,  aided  as  he  was  by  J 
that  excellent  officer,  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Samuel  P.]  Jennison,  of  the 
same  regiment.  Upon  arriving  at  the  camp  from  which  the  Indians 
had  been  driven  in  such  hot  haste,  vast  quantities  of  dried  meat,  tallow,  I 
and  buffalo  robes,  cooking  utensils,  and  other  indispensable  articles  j 
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were  found  concealed  in  the  long  reeds  around  the  lake,  all  of  which 
were  by  ray  directions  collected  and  burned.  For  miles  along  the  route 
. the  prairie  was  strewn  with  like  evidences  of  a hasty  flight.  Colonel 
McPhaill  had  previously  informed  me  that  beyond  Dead  Buffalo  Lake, 
as  far  as  his  pursuit  of  the  Indians  had  continued,  I would  find  neither 
wood  nor  water.  I consequently  established  my  camp  on  the  border  of 
that  lake,  and  very  soon  afterward  parties  of  Indians  made  their  ap- 
pearance, threatening  an  attack.  I directed  Captain  [John]  Jones  to 
repair  with  his  section  of  6 pounders,  supported  by  Captain  [Jonathan] 
Chase,  with  his  company  of  pioneers,  to  a commanding  point  about  600 
yards  in  advance,  and  I proceeded  in  person  to  the  same  point.  I there 
found  Colonel  Crooks,  who  had  taken  position  with  two  companies  of 
his  regiment,  commanded  by  Captain  [Grant]  and  Lieutenant  Grant,  to 
check  the  advance  of  the  Indians  in  that  quarter.  An  engagement  ensued 
at  long  range,  the  Indians  being  too  wary  to  attempt  to  close,  although 
greatly  superior  in  numbers.  The  spherical  case  from  the  6-pounders  soon 
caused  a hasty  retreat  from  that  locality,  but,  perceiving  it  to  be  their 
intention  to  make  a flank  movement  on  the  left  of  the  camp  in  force, 
Captain  [Oscar]  Taylor,  with  his  company  of  mounted  rangers,  was  dis- 
patched to  retard  their  progress  in  that  quarter.  He  was  attacked  by 
the  enemy  in  large  numbers,  but  manfully  held  his  ground  until  recalled 
and  ordered  to  support  Lieutenant-Colonel  Averill,  who,  with  two  com- 
panies of  the  Sixth  Regiment,  deployed  as  skirmisheis,  had  been  ordered 
to  hold  the  savages  in  check.  The  whole  affair  was  ably  conducted  by 
these  officers,  but  the  increasing  numbers  of  the  Indians,  who  were  well 
mounted,  enabled  them  by  a circuitous  route  to  dash  toward  the  extreme 
left  of  the  camp,  evidently  with  a view  to  stampede  the  mules  herded 
on  the  shore  of  the  lake.  This  daring  attempt  was  frustrated  by  the 
rapid  motions  of  the  companies  of  mounted  rangers,  commanded  by 
Captains  [Eugene  M.]  Wilson  and  [Peter  B.]  Davy,  who  met  the  enemy 
and  repulsed  them  with  loss,  while  Major  McLaren,  with  equal  prompt- 
itude, threw  out,  along  an  extended  line,  the  six  companies  of  the  Sixth 
Regiment  under  his  immediate  command,  thus  entirely  securing  that 
flank  of  the  camp  from  further  attacks.  The  savages,  again  foiled  in 
their  design,  fled  with  precipitation,  leaving  a number  of  their  dead 
upon  the  prairie,  and  the  battle  of  aDead  Buffalo  Lake”  was  ended. 

On  the  27th,  I resumed  the  march,  following  the  trail  of  the  retreat- 
ing Indians,  until  I reached  Stony  Lake,  where  the  exhaustion  of  the 
animals  required  me  to  encamp,  although  grass  was  very  scarce. 

The  next  day,  the  28th,  there  took  place  the  greatest  conflict  between 
our  troops  and  the  Indians,  so  far  as  the  numbers  were  concerned,  which 
I have  named  the  battle  of  u Stony  Lake.”  Regularly  alternating  each 
day,  the  Tenth  Regiment,  under  Colonel  Baker,  was  in  the  advance  and 
leading  the  column,  as  the  train  toiled  up  the  long  hill.  As  I passed 
Colonel  Baker,  I directed  him  to  deploy  two  companies  of  the  Tenth  as 
skirmishers.  Part  of  the  wagons  were  still  in  the  camp,  under  the 
guard  of  the  Seventh  Regiment,  when  I perceived  a large  force  of 
mounted  Indians  moving  rapidly  upon  us.  I immediately  sent  orders 
to  the  several  commands  promptly  to  assume  their  positions,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  programme  of  the  line  of  march  : but  this  was  done,  and 
the  whole  long  train  completely  guarded  at  every  point  by  the  vigilant 
and  able  commanders  of  regiments  and  corps,  before  the  orders  reached 
them.  The  Tenth  gallantly  checked  the  advance  of  the  enemy  in  front ; 
the  Sixth  and  cavalry  on  the  right,  and  the  Seventh  and  cavalry  on  the 
left,  while  the  6-pounders  and  two  sections  of  mountain  howitzers, 
under  the  efficient  direction  of  their  respective  chiefs,  poured  a rapid  and 
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destructive  fire  from  as  many  different  points.  The  vast  number  of  the 
Indians  enabled  them  to  form  two-thirds  of  a circle,  5 or  6 miles  in  ex- 
tent, along  the  whole  line  of  which  they  were  seeking  for  some  weak 
point  upon  which  to  precipitate  themselves.  The  firing  was  incessant  ! 
and  rapid  from  each  side  $ but  as  soon  as  I had  completed  the  details  of 
the  designated  order  of  march,  and  closed  up  the  train,  the  column  is- 
sued in  line  of  battle  upon  the  prairie,  in  the  face  of  the  immense  force 
opposed  to  it,  and  I resumed  my  march  without  any  delay.  This  proof  j 
of  confidence  in  our  own  strength  completely  destroyed  the  hopes  of 
the  savages,  and  completed  their  discomfiture.  With  yells  of  disap- 
pointment and  rage,  they  fired  a few  parting  volleys,,  and  then  retreated 
with  all  expedition.  It  was  not  possible,  with  our  jaded  horses,  to  [ 
overtake  their  fleet  and  comparatively  fresh  ponies. 

This  engagement  was  the  last  desperate  effort  of  the  combined  Dakota 
bands  to  prevent  a farther  advance  on  our  part  toward  their  families. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  estimate  the  number  of  warriors,  but  no  cool  and 
dispassionate  observer  would  probably  have  placed  it  at  a less  figure  i 
than  from  2,200  to  2,500.  No  such  concentration  of  force  has,  so  far  as 
my  information  extends,  ever  been  made  by  the  savages  of  the  Ameri- 
can continent.  It  is  rendered  certain,  from  information  received  from 
various  sources,  including  that  obtained  from  the  savages  themselves, 
in  their  conversations  with  our  half- breed  scouts,  that  the  remnant  of 
the  bands  who  escaped  with  Little  Crow  had  successively  joined  the 
Sissetons,  the  Cut-heads,  and  finally  the  Chank-ton-ais,  the  most  power- 
ful single  band  of  the  Dakotas,  and,  together  with  all  these,  had  formed 
an  enormous  camp  of  nearly,  or  quite,  10,000  souls. 

To  assert  that  the  courage  and  discipline  displayed  by  officers  and 
men  in  the  successive  engagements  with  this  formidable  and  hitherto 
untried  enemy  were  signally  displayed  would  but  ill  express  the  ad- 
miration 1 feel  for  their  perfect  steadiness,  and  the  alacrity  with  which 
they  courted  an  encounter  with  the  savage  foe.  No  one  for  a moment 
seemed  to  doubt  the  result,  however  great  the  preponderance  against 
us  in  numerical  force.  These  wild  warriors  of  the  plains  had  never  been 
met  in  battle  by  American  troops,  and  they  have  ever  boasted  that  no 
hostile  army,  however  numerous,  would  dare  to  set  foot  upon  the  soil  j 
of  which  they  claimed  to  be  the  undisputed  masters.  Now  that  they  | 
have  been  thus  met,  and  their  utmost  force  defied,  resisted,  and  utterly  ; 
broken  and  routed,  the  lesson  will  be  a valuable  one,  not  only  in  its  i 
effect  upon  these  particular  bands,  but  upon  all  the  tribes  of  the  North- 
west. 

When  we  went  into  camp  on  the  banks  of  Apple  Eiver  a few  mounted  I 
Indians  could  alone  be  seen.  Early  the  next  morning  I dispatched  j 
Colonel  McPhaill,  with  the  companies  of  the  Mounted  Rangers  and  the 
two  6 pounders,  to  harass  and  retard  the  retreat  of  the  Indians  across  I 
the  Missouri  River,  and  followed  with  the  main  column  as  rapidly  as  j 
possible.  We  reached  the  woods  on  the  border  of  that  stream  shortly 
after  noon  on  the  29th,  but  the  Indians  had  crossed  their  families  dur- 
ing the  preceding  night,  and  it  took  but  a short  time  for  the  men  to 
follow  them  on  their  ponies.  The  hills  on  the  opposite  side  were  cov-  I 
ered  with  the  men,  and  they  had  probably  formed  the  determination  to 
oppose  our  passage  of  the  river,  both  sides  of  which  were  here  covered 
with  a dense  growth  of  underbrush  and  timber  for  a space  of  more  than 
a mile.  I dispatched  Colonel  Crooks  with  his  regiment,  which  was  in 
the  advance,  to  clear  the  woods  to  the  river  of  Indians,  which  he  sue-  j 
cessfully  accomplished  without  loss,  although  fired  upon  fiercely  from 
the  opposite  side.  He  reported  to  me  that  a large  quantity  of  trans- 
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portation,  including  carts,  wagons,  and  other  vehicles,  had  been  left 
behind  in  the  woods.  I transmitted,  through  Mr.  Beaver,  a volunteer 
aide  on  my  staff,  an  order  to  Colonel  Crooks  to  return  to  the  main  col- 
umn with  his  regiment,  the  object  I had  in  view  in  detaching  him  being 
fully  attained.  The  order  was  received,  and  Mr.  Beaver  was  intrusted 
with  a message  in  return,  containing  information  desired  by  me,  when, 
on  his  way  to  headquarters,  he  unfortunately  took  the  wrong  trail,  and 
was  the  next  day  found  where  he  had  been  set  upon  and  killed  by  an 
outlying  party  of  the  enemy.  His  death  occasioned  much  regret  to  the 
command,  for  he  was  esteemed  by  all  for  his  devotion  to  duty  and  for 
his  modest  and  gentlemanly  deportment.  A private  of  the  Sixth  Reg- 
iment, who  had  taken  the  same  trail,  was  also  shot  to  death  with  arrows, 
probably  by  the  same  party. 

There  being  no  water  to  be  found  on  the  prairie,  I proceeded  down 
the  Missouri  to  the  nearest  point  on  Apple  tiiver,  opposite  Burnt  Boat 
Island,  and  made  my  camp.  The  following  day  Colonel  Crooks,  with  a 
strong  detachment  of  eleven  companies  of  infantry  and  dismounted 
cavalry,  and  three  guns,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Jones,  was  dis- 
patched to  destroy  the  property  left  in  the  woods,  which  was  thoroughly 
performed,  with  the  aid  of  Lieutenant  Jones  and  a portion  of  the  pio- 
neer corps.  From  120  to  150  wagons  and  carts  were  thus  disposed  of. 
During  this  time  the  savages  lay  concealed  in  the  grass  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  exchanging  occasional  volleys  with  our  men.  Some 
execution  was  done  upon  them  by  the  long-range  arms  of  the  infantry 
and  cavalry,  without  injury  to  any  one  of  my  command. 

I waited  two  days  in  camp,  hoping  to  open  communication  with  Gen- 
eral Sully,  who,  with  his  comparatively  fresh  mounted  force.,  could  easily 
have  followed  up  and  destroyed  the  enemy  we  had  so  persistently  hunted. 
The  long  and  rapid  marches  had  very  much  debilitated  the  infantry, 
and  as  for  the  horses  of  the  cavalry  and  the  mules  employed  in  the 
transportation,  they  were  utterly  exhausted.  Under  all  the  circum- 
stances, I felt  that  this  column  had  done  everything  possible  within  the 
limits  of  human  and  animal  endurance,  and  that  a farther  pursuit  would 
not  only  be  useless,  as  the  Indians  could  cross  and  recross  the  river  in 
much  less  time  than  could  my  command,  and  thus  evade  me,  but  would 
necessarily  be  attended  with  the  loss  of  many  valuable  lives.  For  three 
successive  evenings  I caused  the  cannon  to  be  fired  and  signal  rockets 
sent  up,  but  all  these  elicited  no  reply  from  General  Sully,  and  I am 
apprehensive  he  has  been  detained  by  insurmountable  obstacles.  The 
point  struck  by  me  on  the  Missouri  is  about  40  miles  by  land  below  Fort 
Clarke,  in  latitude  46°  42',  longitude  100°  35'. 

The  military  results  of  the  expedition  have  been  highly  satisfactory. 
A march  of  nearly  000  miles  from  Saint  Paul  has  been  made,  in  a sea- 
son of  fierce  heats  and  unprecedented  drought,  when  even  the  most  ex- 
perienced voyagers  predicted  the  impossibility  of  such  a movement. 
A vigilant  and  powerful,  as  well  as  confident,  enemy  was  found,  succes- 
sively routed  in  three  different  engagements,  with  a loss  of  at  least  150 
killed  and  wounded  of  his  best  and  bravest  warriors,  and  his  beaten 
forces  driven  in  confusion  and  dismay,  with  the  sacrifice  of  vast  quan- 
tities of  subsistence,  clothing,  and  means  of  transportation,  across  the 
Missouri  River,  many,  perhaps  most  of  them,  to  perish  miserably  in  their 
utter  destitution  during  the  coming  fall  and  winter.  These  fierce  war- 
riors of  the  prairie  have  been  taught  by  dear-bought  experience  that 
the  long  arm  of  the  Government  can  reach  them  in  their  most  distant 
haunts,  and  punish  them  for  their  misdeeds ; that  they  are  utterly  power- 
less to  resist  the  attacks  of  a disciplined  force,  and  that  but  tor  the 
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interposition  of  a mighty  stream  between  ns  and  them,  the  utter  de- 
struction of  a great  camp  containing  all  their  strength  was  certain. 

It  would  have  been  gratifying  to  us  all  if  the  murdering  remnant  of 
the  Minday,  Wakomton,  and  Wakpaton  bands  could  have  been  extir- 
pated, root  and  branch;  but  as  it  is,  the  bodies  of  many  of  the  most 
guilty  have  been  left  unburied  on  the  prairies,  to  be  devoured  by  wolves 
and  foxes. 

I am  gratified  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  loss  sustained  by  my  column  i 
in  actual  combat  was  very  small.  Three  men  of  the  cavalry  were  killed 
and  4 wounded,  1,  I fear,  fatally.  One  private  of  the  same  regiment 
was  killed  by  lightning  during  the  first  engagement,  and  Lieutenant 
[Ambrose]  Freeman,  of  Company  D,  also  of  the  Mounted  Hangers,  a i 
valuable  officer,  was  pierced  to  death  with  arrows  on  the  same  day  by 
a party  of  hostile  Indians,  while,  without  my  knowledge,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  hunting  at  a distance  from  the  main  column.  The  bodies  of 
the  dead  were  interred  with  funeral  honors,  and  the  graves  secured  from 
desecration  by  making  them  in  the  semblance  of  ordinary  rifle-pits. 

It  would  give  me  pleasure  to  designate  by  name  all  those  of  the  splen- 
did regiments  and  corps  of  my  command  who  have  signalized  themselves 
by  their  gallant  conduct,  but  as  that  would  really  embrace  officers  and 
men,  I must  content  myself  by  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the  major-gen- 
eral commanding  such  as  came  immediately  under  my  own  observation. 

I cannot  speak  too  highly  of  Colonels  Crooks  and  Baker  and  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Marshall,  commanding,  respectively,  the  Sixth,  Tenth, 
and  Seventh  Kegimentsof  Minnesota  Volunteers,  and  Lieutenant-Colo-  - 
nels  Averill  and  Jennison  and  Majors  McLaren  and  Bradley,  and  of 
the  line  officers  and  men  of  these  regiments.  They  have  deserved  well 
of  their  country  and  of  their  State.  They  were  ever  on  hand  to  assist 
me  in  my  labors,  and  active,  zealous,  and  brave  in  the  performance  of 
duty.  Of  Colonel  McPhaill,  commanding  the  Mounted  Rangers,  and 
of  Majors  [John  H.]  Parker  and  [Orrin  T.]  Hayes,  and  the  company  officers  ! 
and  men  generally,  I have  the  honor  to  state  that,  as  the  cavalry  was 
necessarily  more  exposed  and  nearer  the  enemy  than  the  other  portions 
of  the  command,  so  they  alike  distinguished  themselves  by  unwavering 
courage  and  splendid  fighting  qualities.  The  great  destruction  dealt 
out  to  the  Indians  is  mostly  attributable  to  this  branch  of  the  service, 
although  many  were  killed  and  disabled  by  the  artillery  and  infantry. 
Captain  Jones  and  his  officers  and  men  of  the  battery  were  ever  at  their 
posts,  and  their  pieces  were  served  with  much  skill  and  effect.  To  Cap- 
tain [Jonathan]  Chase,  of  the  pioneers,  and  his  invaluable  company,  the  I 
expedition  has  been  greatly  indebted  for  service  in  the  peculiar  line  for  | 
which  they  are  detailed. 

Captain  [William  R.]  Baxter’s  company  (H)  of  the  Ninth  Regiment, 
having  been  attached  to  the  Tenth  Regiment,  as  a part  of  its  organiza- 
tion, temporarily,  upheld  its  high  reputation  for  efficiency,  being  the 
equal  in  that  regard  of  any  other  company. 

The  surgical  department  of  the  expedition,  was  placed  by  me  in  the 
charge  of  Surgeon  [Alfred]  Wharton,  as  medical  director,  who  has  de- 
voted himself  zealously  and  efficiently  to  his  duties.  In  his  official  re- 
port to  these  headquarters  he  accords  due  credit  to  the  surgeons  and 
assistants  of  the  several  regiments  present  with  him. 

Of  the  members  of  my  own  staff,  I can  affirm  that  they  have  been 
equal  to  the  discharge  of  the  arduous  duties  imposed  on  them.  Captain 
[Rollin  C.]  Oliri,  my  assistant  adjutant-general,  has  afforded  me  great 
assistance ; and  for  their  equal  gallantry  and  zeal  may  be  mentioned 
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Captains  Pope  and  Atchison,  Lieutenants  Pratt  and  Hawthorne,  and 
Captain  Cox,  temporarily  attached  to  my  staff,  his  company  having  been 
left  at  Camp  Atchison. 

The  quartermaster  of  the  expedition,  Captain  Corning,  and  Captain 
Kimball,  assistant  quartermaster,  in  charge  of  the  pioneer  train,  have 
discharged  their  laborious  duties  faithfully  and  satisfactorily ; and  for 
Captain  Forbes,  commissary  of  subsistence,  I can  bear  witness  that 
but  for  his  activity,  attention,  and  business  capacity,  the  interests  of  the 
Government  would  have  suffered  much  more  than  they  did,  by  the 
miserable  state  in  which  many  of  the  packages  containing  subsistence 
stores  were  found. 

Chief  guides,  Maj.  J.  R.  Brown  and  Pierre  Bottineau,  have  been  of 
the  greatest  service,  by  their  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  country; 
and  the  interpreter,  Rev.  Mr.  Riggs,  has  also  rendered  much  assistance 
in  the  management  of  the  Indian  scouts.  The  scouts,  generally,  includ- 
ing the  chiefs,  McLeod  and  Duley,  have  made  themselves  very  useful 
to  the  expedition,  and  have  proved  themselves  faithful,  intrepid,  and 
intelligent. 

I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  reports  of  Colonels  Crooks, 
Baker,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Marshall,  commanding,  respectively,  the 
Sixth,  Tenth,  and  Seventh  Regiments  of  Minnesota  Volunteers,  and  of 
Colonel  McPhaill,  commanding  First  Regiment  Mounted  Rangers. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  SIBLEY, 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 

Maj.  J.  F.  Meline, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Northwest. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  Samuel  McPhaill , First  Minnesota  Mounted  Rangers. 

In  Camp  on  the  Plains,  August  5, 1863. 

General  : On  the  24th  of  July,  1863,  pursuant  to  your  order  to  re- 
cover the  body  of  Hr.  J.  S.  Weiser,  surgeon  First  Minnesota  Mounted 
Rangers,  murdered  by  the  Indians,  I proceeded  to  the  hills  in  rear  of 
Camp  Sibley  with  Companies  A and  D,  of  my  regiment.  When  some 
500  yards  from  camp,  we  were  fired  upon  by  the  Indians  occupying  the 
summit  of  the  hill.  I immediately  ordered  Company  A,  under  Capt.  E. 
M.  Wilson,  to  advance  and  fire  upon  the  enemy,  which  was  done  in  good 
style.  The  ground  being  rocky  and  broken,  Companies  A,  D,  and  E 
were  ordered  to  dismount  and  skirmish  the  hills,  Companies  B and  F, 
under  Major  [O.  T.]  Hayes,  and  Company  L,  under  Captain  [P.B.]  Davy, 
to  support  them.  The  First  Battalion,  under  Major  [J.  H.]  Parker, 
cleared  the  hills  and  drove  the  Indians  some  2 miles,  followed  by  Com- 
panies B and  F,  mounted.  Here  I met  Lieut.  Col.  W.  R.  Marshall,  Sev- 
enth Minnesota  Volunteers,  and  requested  him  to  protect  my  right  flank, 
which  he  did  in  gallant  style.  Major  Parker  was  then  ordered  to  rally 
the  companies  of  his  battalion  and  prepare  to  engage  the  enemy,  mounted. 
I then  moved  forward  of  the  skirmishers  with  Companies  B and  F,  and 
ordered  a charge  upon  the  enemy  posted  on  the  highest  peak  of  the 
range  known  as  the  “Big  Hills.’1  This  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  and 
the  Indians  dislodged  from  their  position  and  driven  toward  the  plains 
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west  of  the  hills.  While  descending  the  hills,  I ordered  another  charge 
by  Company  B,  under  Captain  [Horace]  Austin.  While  in  the  act  of 
carrying  out  this  order,  1 man  was  instantly  killed  by  lightning  and  an- 
other seriously  injured.  This  occasioned  a momentary  confusion j order, 
however,  was  soon  restored,  and  we  pushed  the  enemy  from  their  posi- 
tions on  the  hills  and  in  the  ravines  in  our  front  to  the  plains  below.  I 
then  ordered  a rally.  Companies  A,  B,  F,  and  L assembled,  and  we 
pushed  forward  upon  the  Indians,  who  had  taken  refuge  behind  a few 
rude  and  hastily  constructed  intrenchments  in  their  encampments,  from 
which  they  were  quickly  dislodged,  and  a running  fight  commenced.  At  j 
this  juncture,  Lieut.  J.[C.]  Whipple,  Third  Minnesota  Battery,  reached  | 
us  with  one  6 pounder,  his  horses  entirely  given  out,  in  consequence  of 
which  he  could  only  give  the  fleeing  enemy  two  shots,  which  apparently 
threw  them  in  still  greater  confusion.  I then  again  ordered  the  charge, 
which  was  kept  up  until  we  had  reached  at  least  15  miles  from  the  first 
point  of  attack,  and  during  which  we  drove  them  from  their  conceal- 
ment in  the  rushes  and  wild  rice  of  Dead  Buffalo  Lake  by  a well-directed 
volley  from  the  deadly  carbines,  ran  into  their  lines  five  times,  continu- 
ing the  fight  till  nearly  dark,  when  Companies  H,  D,  and  G arrived,  and 
I received  your  order  to  return  to  Camp  Sibley,  at  the  Big  Hills ; and 
some  time  having  been  consumed  in  collecting  our  wounded  and  pro- 
viding transportation  for  them,  we  attempted  to  return,  and  only  sue 
ceeded  in  reaching  camp  at  5 a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  having 
in  the  darkness  been  unable  to  preserve  our  course,  and  having  been 
in  the  saddle  twenty-four  hours  without  guide,  provisions,  or  water. 
The  number  of  Indians  engaged  could  not  have  been  less  than  1,000, 
and  would  doubtless  reach  1,500  warriors.  The  losses  of  my  regiment, 
including  a skirmish  on  Sunday  evening,  the  26th,  at  Dead  Buffalo  Lake, 
are  as  follows 

Dr.  J.  S.  Weiser,  surgeon,  and  Lieut.  A.  Freeman,  Company  D,  were 
murdered  by  the  Indians. 

The  number  of  Indians  known  to  have  been  killed  by  the  Mounted 
Bangers  is  31,  all  found  with  the  peculiar  mark  of  cavalry  upon  them. 
Doubtless  many  more  were  killed  by  the  Bangers,  as  the  wounded  con- 
cealed themselves  in  the  marshes,  where  it  was  impossible  to  fbllow  them 
with  cavalry. 

In  this  report  I esteem  it  a duty,  and  it  affords  me  great  pleasure,  to 
say  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  who  were  engaged  in 
this  series  of  fights  and  hand  to-hand  encounters,  that,  without  excep- 
tion, the  utmost  coolness  and  bravery  was  displayed,  the  only  diffi- 
culty I encountered  being  that  of  restraining  the  wild  enthusiasm  of  the 
troops  during  the  succession  of  cavalry  charges,  and  I can  only  say  of 
them  further  that  they  have  won  for  themselves  a reputation  of  which 
veteran  troops  might  well  be  proud. 

It  is  also  a duty  and  gratification  to  mention  favorably  the  name  of 
First  Lieut.  E.  A.  Goodell,  acting  adjutant,  whose  aid  in  the  hottest  of 
the  fight  rendered  me  great  service ; also  the  name  of  John  Martin,  of 
Company  F,  who  bore  dispatches1  with  certainty,  celerity,  and  security. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient-  servant, 

SAM.  MoPHAILL, 

Colonel , Commanding  Mounted  Rangers. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Sibley, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Force. 


* Nominal  list  shows  3 men  killed  and  4 wounded. 
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No.  3. 

Report  of  Col.  William  Croolcs , Sixth  Minnesota  Infantry. 

Camp  Williston,  Dak.,  August  5, 1863. 

Sir  : Pursuant  to  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Sibley,  this  regiment 
reported  at  Camp  Pope,  Minn.,  for  service  in  the  expedition  directed 
against  the  Sioux  Indians.  The  march  was  taken  up  early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  16th,  and  on  the  26th  day  of  June  the  forces  encamped  at 
the  foot  of  Lake  Traverse,  a distance  of  119  miles  from  Camp  Pope. 
From  this  point  a train  was  dispatched  to  Fort  Abercrombie  for  sup- 
plies, the  guard  consisting  of  three  companies  of  infantry,  including 
Company  H,  of  the  Sixth  Kegiment,  Captain  [W.  K.]  Tattersall,  one  bat- 
talion of  cavalry,  Major  [J.  H.]  Parker  commanding,  and  one  section 
of  artillery,  the  whole  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  [J.  T.] 
Averill,  of  this  regiment.  The  brigade  left  Lake  Traverse  on  the  30th 
of  June,  and  reached  the  first  crossing  of  the  Cheyenne  River  on  the 
evening  of  the  4th  of  July,  distant  from  the  foot  of  Lake  Traverse  74 
miles.  At  this  point,  called  Camp  Hayes,  the  command  laid  over  six 
days,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  supply  train  from  Fort  Abercrombie. 
The  train  arrived  on  the  9th  of  July,  and  the  expedition  resumed  the 
line  of  march  on  the  morning  of  the  11th.  From  this  point  to  the  sec- 
ond crossing  of  the  Cheyenne,  where  we  arrived  on  the  17th,  the  dis- 
tance was  83  miles. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  we  resumed  the  march,  and  made  Camp 
Atchison,  on  Lake  Emily,  the  day’s  march  being  12  miles.  At  this 
point  I was  directed  to  lay  out  an  intrenched  camp,  and  a force  was 
selected  from  the  several  regiments  to  hold  the  same,  with  a view  to 
disembarrassing  the  active  force  of  all  men  unable  to  march,  and  of  all 
supplies  not  actually  necessary  in  a more  rapid  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 
Companies  G and  C,  of  my  regiment,  were  designated  by  me  as  part  of 
the  garrison,  together  with  invalids  from  all  other  companies. 

Having  put  the  command  in  light  marching  order,  on  the  morning  of 
the  20th  of  July,  with  twenty-five  days’  rations,  the  command  again 
commenced,  with  renewed  energy,  the  pursuit  of  the  Sioux ; and  at  noon 
on  the  24th,  at  a distance  of  78  miles  from  Camp  Atchison,  a shout  from 
the  advance  told  that  our  pursuit  had  not  been  in  vain.  The  savages 
lined  the  cfests  of  the  surrounding  hills,  covering  their  camp  some  5 
miles  to  the  southwest.  By  direction  of  the  general,  the  Sixth  Regi- 
ment, together  with  Company  M,  of  the  Mounted  Rangers,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  [D.  B.]  Johnson,  and  a section  of  artillery,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  [H.  H.]  Western,  occupied  the  east  front,  and 
threw  up  earthworks,  supporting  the  guns.  About  this  time  Surgeon 
Weiser,  of  the  Mounted  Rangers,  in  company  with  others,  rode  up  the 
heights  and  engaged  in  conversation  with  the  Indians,  who,  true  to 
their  proverbial  treachery,  pierced  his  manly  heart  at  the  moment  he 
offered  them  bread.  Observing  this  act,  I at  once  deployed  Companies 
E,  I,  and  K well  to  the  front,  and  with  Company  E,  under  command  of 
Captain  [Rudolph]  Schoeneman,  together  with  Captain  [Jonathan] 
Chase’s  company  (A),  of  the  Ninth  Regiment,  on  Schoeneman’s  left, 
supported  by  Captains  [T.  S.]  Slaughter  and  [W.  W.]  Braden,  drove 
the  savages  for  3 miles,  and  prevented  their  turning  our  left. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Averill  was  directed  by  me  to  advance  three  com- 
panies to  support  the  extreme  left,  where  a strong  demonstration  was 
being  made,  Major  McLaren  remaining  in  command  of  the  reserve  and 
camp. 
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The  movements  were  well  and  regularly  made,  the  officers  and  men 
displaying  those  traits  of  most  consequence  to  soldiers.  My  advance 
was  checked  by  an  order  to  draw  in  my  lines  to  the  lines  of  the  skir- 
mishers of  the  other  regiments  to  my  right,  and  to  report  in  person  to  the 
brigadier  general  commanding.  Having  turned  the  command  over  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Averill,  with  instructions  to  draw  in  his  men,  I re- 
ported to  General  Sibley,  and,  in  conformity  with  his  orders,  I dis- 
patched a messenger  to  Major  McLaren  to  come  forward,  with  all  haste, 
with  five  companies,  to  the  support  of  the  Mounted  Bangers,  who  were 
driving  the  Iudians  on  toward  their  camp,  at  the  moment  supported  by 
the  Seventh  Infantry  and  Capt.  A.  J.  Edgerton’s  company  of  the  Tenth. 
The  major  came  forward  at  a double-quick  with  Companies  A,  B,  D,  I, 
and  K,  and  reported  to  me  some  4 miles  in  the  advance,  where  General 
Sibley  was  awaiting  the  advance  of  re-enforcements.  I immediately 
reported  to  the  general  the  arrival  of  my  men,  and  soon  thereafter  was 
ordered  to  return  to  camp. 

The  next  day  the  camp  was  moved  some  4 miles,  in  order  to  recruit 
the  animals,  and  the  command  rested  until  Sunday  morning,  the  26th 
of  July,  when  the  march  was  resumed,  and,  having  marched  14  miles, 
the  Sixth  Kegiment  leading,  the  Indians  again  assembled  for  battle. 
The  regiment  at  once  deployed  skirmishers,  and  advanced  steadily, 
driving  the  Indians,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Averill,  with  marked  coolness 
and  judgment,  commanding  the  extended  line  of  skirmishers,  while  the 
reserve,  under  McLaren,  was  but  too  eager  to  engage.  At  2 p.  in.,  Gen- 
eral Sibley  coming  to  the  extreme  front,  and  observing  the  state  of 
affairs,  pushed  cavalry  to  our  right,  with  a view  to  massing  the  Indians 
in  front;  also  ordering  Captain  [John]  Jones  forward  with  the  field 
pieces.  Major  McLaren  was  now  ordered  to  take  the  reserve  to  camp, 
1J  miles  to  the  rear,  the  front  being  held  by  three  companies  of  the 
Sixth  and  Company  A,  of  the  Ninth,  the  whole  supporting  Lieutenant 
[J.  C.]  Whipple  with  his  section  of  the  battery. 

The  Indians  observing  McLaren’s  movement,  having  made  a feint  to 
the  left,  made  a desperate  attack  upon  the  north  front,  with  a view  to 
destroying  our  transportation ; but  the  major  had  his  men  well  in 
hand,  and,  throwing  them  rapidly  on  the  enemy,  completely  foiled  this 
their  last  move,  and  the  savages,  giving  a parting  volley,  typical  of 
their  rage  and  disappointment,  left  a field  where  heavy  loss  and  defeat 
but  retold  their  doom. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  Capt.  Oscar  Taylor,  of  the  Mounted 
Bangers,  who  chafed  for  an  order  to  advance,  and  who  bore  his  part 
nobly  when  that  order  was  finally  given.  His  horses  being  exhausted, 
this  officer  dismounted  his  men,  and,  as  skirmishers,  added  their  strength 
to  that  of  Company  A,  Sixth  Begiment,  where,  under  the  immediate 
eye  of  Colonel  Averill,  they  did  splendid  service.  Lieutenant  Whipple,  i 
in  direct  charge  of  the  guns,  was,  as  usual,  cool  and  efficient;  and  Cap-  j 
tain  Jones  had  but  another  opportunity  of  congratulating  himself  upon  | 
the  efficiency  of  his  battery. 

The  march  was  resumed  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  and  in  the  after-  f 
noon  we  camped  on  Stony  Lake,  having  marched  18  miles.  No  demon- 
strations were  made  by  the  Indians  during  the  night ; but  as  the  column 
was  forming  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  and  the  transportation  was 
somewhat  scattered,  the  wily  foe  saw  his  opportunity,  and,  to  thenum-  j 
her  of  2,000  mounted  men,  at  least,  made  a most  daring  charge  upon  us.  i 
The  Sixth  Begiment  holding  the  center  of  the  column,  and  being  upon 
the  north  side  of  the  lake,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Averill  commenced  de- 
ploying the  right  wing,  and  having  deployed  strongly  from  my  left,  so 
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as  to  liolcl  the  lake,  the  advance  was  ordered.  The  men  went  boldly 
forward  and  worked  splendidly,  Lieutenant- Colonel  Averill  displaying 
much  judgment  in  an  oblique  formation  to  cover  a threatened  move- 
ment on  my  right  by  the  Indians  in  great  force,  who,  whooping  and 
yelling,  charged  our  lines.  The  consequences  must  have  proven  de- 
structive in  the  extreme  had  the  lake  and  flanks  not  been  stiffly  held. 
The  savages  were  driven  back,  reeling  under  their  repulse,  and  the  gen- 
eral commanding  coolly  and  determinedly  formed  his  column  of  march 
in  face  of  the  attack,  the  object  of  which  was  manifold:  First,  to  de- 
stroy our  transportation,  and,  second,  to  delay  our  advance,  allowing 
their  families  more  time  to  escape. 

Ro  time  was  lost;  the  column  moved  on,  and  by  9 a.  m.  our  advance 
saw  the  masses  of  the  retreating  foe.  The  pursuit  was  continued  until 
late,  when  we  camped  on  Apple  River.  Men  and  horses  were  not  in  a 
condition  to  pursue  that  night,  but  early  on  the  morning  of  the  29th, 
with  the  regiment  in  the  advance,  pursuit  was  commenced,  and,  after 
marching  6 miles  and  overcoming  a rise  of  ground,  our  eyes  first  beheld 
the  timber  on  the  Missouri  River,  distant  9 miles. 

General  Sibley  had,  with  much  forethought,  early  that  morning  dis- 
patched Colonel  McPhaill  and  his  regiment,  with  Captain  Jones  and  his 
fleld  pieces,  to  the  front,  with  the  view  of  intercepting  the  savages  ere 
they  crossed  the  river.  Rapidly  McPhaill  pushed  forward,  but  the  In- 
dians’ rear  was  covered  by  a dense  forest  and  a tangle  of  prickly  ash 
and  thorn  bushes,  almost  impenetrable.  Our  advance  was  soon  up,  and 
by  order  of  the  general,  the  Sixth  Regiment  was  ordered  to  scour  the 
woods  to  the  river,  and  ascertain  the  exact  position  of  the  enemy.  I 
deployed  Companies  D,  I,  andK,  commanded  by  Captains  [J.C.]  Whitney, 
Slaughter,  and  Braden,  as  skirmishers,  under  the  command  of  Major 
McLaren,  while  the  five  other  companies,  under  Colonel  Averill,  were 
held  as  a reserve.  Captain  Jones  accompanied  me,  with  Whipple’s  and 
Western’s  sections  of  his  battery.  We  advanced  slowly  but  surely, 
shelling  the  woods  in  my  advance,  and  we  reached  the  river  to  find  the 
enemy  just  crossed,  after  abandoning  all  their  transportation,  and  losing 
many  of  their  women  and  children,  drowned  in  their  hasty  flight.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Averill,  with  the  reserve,  received  the  fire  of  an  enemy 
in  large  numbers,  concealed  in  the  tall  rushes  across  the  river,  and 
returned  it  with  spirit ; but  an  order  having  reached  me  to  return,  a 
retrograde  movement  was  made.  . 

Just  prior  to  the  fire  of  Colonel  Averill’s  reserve,  Lieut.  F.  J.  H. 
Beaver,  an  English  gentleman,  of  qualities  worthy  of  the  best,  a fellow 
of  Oxford  University,  and  a volunteer  aide  to  the  general,  rode  up  alone 
and  delivered  the  order  to  return.  I wrote  a short  dispatch,  and  directed 
him  to  return  at  once,  as  my  communication  might  prove  of  much  value 
to  the  general.  All  being  accomplished  that  was  desired,  the  regiment 
returned,  and  joined  the  camp  near  the  mouth  of  Ajiple  River,  with  the 
loss  of  K.  Miller,  of  Company  K.  On  my  return  to  camp,  I learned  that 
Beaver  had  never  reported,  and  we  had  just  grounds  to  believe  him  lost. 
Guns  were  fired  and  rockets  sent  up,  but  our  friend  did  not  return. 

At  noon  on  the  30th  of  July,  a detachment,  consisting  of  Companies 
A,  I,  and  K,  of  the  Sixth  Regiment,  commanded  by  Captains  [Hiram  P.] 
Grant,  Slaughter,  and  Braden  ; A,  B,  and  H,  of  the  Seventh,  commanded 
by  Captains  [J.K.]  Arnold,  [James]  Gilfillan,  and  [A.  H.]  Stevens,  and  B, 
F,  andK,  of  the  Tenth  Infantry,  commanded  by  Captains  [A.  J.]  Edger- 
ton,  [G.  T.]  White,  and  [M.  J.J  O’Connor,  and  Companies  L and  M of  the 
cavalry,  commanded  by  Captain  [P.  B.]  Davy  and  Lieutenant  [D.  B.] 
Johnson,  Lieutenants  Whipple’s  and  Dwelle’s  sections  of  the  battery, 
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together  with  a detachment  of  Company  A,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry, 
as  pioneers,  under  Lieutenant  [Harrison]  Jones,  the  whole  under  my  com- 
mand, was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  place  where  I had  been  the  day 
before,  with  directions  to  destroy  the  transportation  left  by  the  Indians, 
and  to  find  the  body  of  Lieutenant  Beaver,  and  that  of  Private  Miller, 
if  dead,  and  engage  the  savages,  if  the  opportunity  presented.  Lieuten 
ant-Colonel  [S.  P.]  Jennison,  of  the  Tenth  Infantry,  Major  [R.  N.]  Mc- 
Laren, of  the  Sixth,  and  Major  [George]  Bradley,  of  the  Seventh,  com- 
manded the  detachments  of  the  respective  regiments.  All  the  objects 
contemplated  were  fully  accomplished. 

It  was  apparent  that  Lieutenant  Beaver,  on  his  way  back  with  my  dis- 
patch, became  embarrassed  by  the  many  trails  left  by  an  alarmed  and 
conquered  enemy,  lost  his  way,  and,  after  bravely  confronting  a large 
party  of  savages  and  dealing  death  into  their  ranks,  had  fallen,  pierced 
with  arrows  and  bullets,  his  favorite  horse  lying  dead  near  him.  He 
was  buried  in  the  trenches  with  the  honor  due  his  rank,  and  every  heart 
beat  in  sympathy  with  the  family  of  this  brave  stranger,  as  we  retraced 
our  steps  toward  the  boundary  of  our  own  State. 

I take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  services  of  Surgeon  and  Acting  Medi- 
cal Director  [Alfred]  Wharton,  and  of  Assistant  Surgeons  Daniels  and 
Potter,  for  duties  performed  whenever  they  were  needed  in  and  out  of 
the  regiment ; also  to  Lieutenants  Carver  and  [F.  E.]  Snow  for  assistance 
fearlessly  rendered  in  the  field.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Averill  and  Major 
McLaren  have  proven  themselves  worthy  of  the  regiment. 

For  the  officers  of  the  line  and  men,  I proudly  say  that  they  did  all 
that  they  were  ordered  to  do  with  an  alacrity  and  a spirit  which  promises 
well  for  the  future. 

I make  the  distance  from  Fort  Snelling  to  the  Missouri,  by  our  line  of 
march,  585  miles. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  CROOKS, 

Colonel , Commanding  Sixth  Minnesota  Infantry. 

Capt.  R.  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  4. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  T Yilliam  R.  Marshall , Seventh  Minnesota  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Seventh  Regiment  Minnesota  Volunteers, 

Camp  Sibley , on  Missouri  Coteau , July  25,  1863. 

Captain  : I respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  Seventh  Regiment  (eight  companies)  in  the  engagement  with  the 
Indians  yesterday: 

Immediately  after  news  was  received  of  the  presence  of  Indians,  the 
regiment  was  formed  in  order  of  battle  on  the  line  designated  by  you 
for  the  protection  of  the  corral — subsequently  the  camp — then  being 
formed.  A detail  of  10  men  from  each  company  was  set  to  digging 
trenches  in  front  of  our  line,  which  fronted  a little  south  of  east,  the 
Big  Mound  being  directly  east.  The  men  remained  upon  the  color 
line  until  the  firing  commenced  on  the  foot-hill  directly  in  front,  where 
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Dr.  Weiser  was  killed.  I was  then  ordered  to  deploy  Captain  [Rolla] 
Banks7  company,  armed  with  Colt’s  rifles,  along  the  foot-hill  to  the 
left  of  the  ravine  that  opened  toward  the  Big  Mound.  This  done, 
Major  Bradley  was  ordered  with  two  companies,  Captains  Gilfillan  and 
Stevens,  to  the  support  of  the  first  battalion  of  cavalry,  then  out  on 
the  right  of  the  ravine,  where  Dr.  Weiser  was  shot.  Major  Bradley’s 
detachment  became  engaged  along  with  the  cavalry.  As  soon  as  he 
reached  the  top  of  the  first  range  of  hills,  I asked  to  advance  to  their 
support  with  the  other  five  companies,  and  received  your  order  to  do  so. 
With  Captains  Kennedy’s,  Williston’s,  Hall’s,  Carter’s,  and  Arnold’s 
companies,  leaving  Captain  Carter  in  charge  of  the  detail  to  finish  the 
trenches  and  protect  camp,  I advanced  at  double-quick  up  the  ravine 
toward  the  Big  Mound.  When  opposite  the  6-pounder  on  the  left  of 
the  ravine,  where  the  general  then  was,  I deployed  the  five  companies 
at  3 paces  intervals,  without  any  reserve.  The  line  extended  from 
hill  to  hill,  across  the  ravine,  which  was  here  irregular  or  closed.  Ad- 
vancing as  rapidly  as  possible,  the  line  first  came  under  fire  when  it 
reached  the  crest  of  the  first  range  of  hills,  below  the  summit  peaks. 
The  Indians  then  occupied  the  summit  range,  giving  way  from  the 
highest  peak  or  Big  Mound,  driven  by  the  fire  of  the  6-pounder,  but 
in  great  numbers  along  the  ridge  southward.  Capt.  Eugene  Wilson’s 
company  of  cavalry,  dismounted,  passed  to  my  left,  and  occupied  the 
Big  Mound,  while  I charged  across  the  little  valley,  and  up  to  the 
summit  south  of  the  mound.  We  advanced,  firing,  the  Indians  giving 
way  as  we  advanced.  I crossed  the  ridge  and  pursued  the  Indians  out 
on  the  comparatively  open  ground  east  of  the  peaks.  Their  main  body, 
however,  was  to  our  right,  ready  to  dispute  possession  of  the  rocky 
ridges  and  ravines  into  which  the  summit  range  is  broken  in  its  con- 
tinuation southward.  I had  flanked  them,  turning  their  right,  and  now 
gradually  wheeled  my  line  to  the  right  until  it  was  perpendicular  to 
the  range,  my  left  being  well  out  on  the  open  ground,  over  which  the 
enemy’s  extreme  right  was  retreating.  I thus  swept  southward,  and,  as 
the  open  ground  was  cleared — the  Indians  in  that  direction  making  to 
the  hills  2 miles  southeast,  just  beyond  which  was  their  camp,  as  we 
afterward  discovered — I wheeled  still  more  to  the  right,  directing  my 
attention  to  the  summit  range  again,  where  the  Indians  were  the  thickest. 
Advancing  rapidly  and  firing,  they  soon  broke,  and  as  I reached  and 
recrossed  the  ridge  they  were  flying  precipitately  and  in  great  numbers 
from  the  ravines,  which  partly  covered  them,  down  toward  the  great 
plain,  at  the  southern  termination  of  the  range  of  hills. 

Colonel  McPhaill,  who,  with  a part  of  the  cavalry,  had  crossed  to  the 
east  side  of  the  range,  and  kept  in  line  in  my  rear,  ready  to  charge 
upon  the  Indians  when  they  should  be  dislodged  from  the  broken 
ground,  now  passed  my  line  and  pursued  the  enemy  out  on  the  open 
plain.  After  I recrossed  the  range,  I met  Major  Bradley,  and  united 
the  seven  companies.  He,  in  conjunction  with  Captains  Taylor’s  and 
Anderson’s  companies  of  the  cavalry,  dismounted,  had  performed  much 
the  same  service  on  the  west  slope  of  the  range  of  hills  that  I had  done 
on  the  east  and  summit,  driving  the  enemy  from  hill  to  hill  southward, 
a distance  of  4 or  5 miles  from  camp  to  the  termination  of  the  range. 

Happily  no  casualties  happened  in  my  command.  Indeed,  the  Indians 
from  the  first  encounter  gave  way,  seeming  to  realize  the  superior  range 
of  our  guns, ‘yielding  ridge  after  ridge  and  ravine  after  ravine,  as  we 
occupied  successive  ridges  from  which  our  fire  reached  them.  The  hat 
of  one  soldier  and  the  musket  stock  of  another  gave  proof  of  shots  re- 
ceived, and  other  like  evidences  and  their  balls  occasionally  kicking 
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the  dost  up  about  us,  and  more  rarely  whistling  past  us,  were  the  most 
sensible  evidences  of  our  being  under  fire. 

The  Indians  were  in  far  greater  numbers  than  I had  seen  them  before, 
certainly  three  times  the  number  encountered  at  the  relief  of  Birch 
Coolie,  afterward  ascertained  to  be  350,  and  more  than  double  the 
number  seen  at  Wood  Lake.  I judged  there  were  from  1,000  to  1,500. 
Their  numbers  were  more  apparent  after  wre  had  combed  them  out  of  the 
hills  into  the  plain  below. 

After  uniting  the  battalion  at  the  southern  termination  of  the  great 
hills,  I received  orders  to  follow  on,  in  support  of  the  cavalry  and  artil- 
lery. The  men  were  suffering  greatly  for  water,  and  I marched  them 
to  a lake  on  the  right,  which  proved  to  be  salty.  I then  followed  on 
after  the  cavalry.  We  passed  one  or  more  lakes  that  were  alkaline.  It 
was  the  experience  of  the  ancient  mariner : 

Water,  water  everywhere, 

Nor  any  drop  to  drink. 

We  continued  the  march  until  9 o’clock  at  night,  reaching  a point  12 
or  15  miles  from  camp.  The  men  had  been  on  their  feet  since  4 o’clock 
in  the  morning ; had  doubled-quicked  it  5 miles  during  the  engagement; 
had  been  without  food  since  morning,  and  without  water  since  noon. 
They  were  completely  exhausted,  and  I ordered  a bivouac. 

The  trail  was  strewed  with  buffalo  skins,  dried  meat,  and  other  effects 
abandoned  by  the  Indians  in  their  wild  flight.  The  men  gathered  meat 
and  ate  it  for  supper,  and  the  skins  for  beds  and  covering.  At  this 
point,  Captain  Edgerton’s  company,  of  the  Tenth  Regiment,  joined  us, 
and  shared  the  night’s  hardships.  We  had  posted  guard  and  lain  an 
hour,  when  Colonel  McPhaill  returned  from  pursuing  the  Indians.  He 
urged  that  I should  return  with  him  . to  camp. 

The  men  were  somewhat  rested,  and  their  thirst  stimulated  them  to 
the  effort.  We  joined  him,  and  started  to  return  to  camp.  About  mid- 
night we  got  a little  dirty  water  from  the  marshy  lake  where  the  Indians 
had  been  encamped.  We  reached  camp  at  daylight,  having  marched 
nearly  twenty -four  hours,  and  over  a distance  estimated  at  from  40  to  45 
miles. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Major  Bradley  and  the  line  officers  for  steady 
coolness  and  the  faithful  discharge  of  every  duty,  and  to  every  man 
of  the  rank  and  file  for  good  conduct  throughout.  The  patient  endur- 
ance of  the  long  privation  of  water,  and  the  fatigue  of  the  weary  night 
march,  in  returning  to  camp,  after  such  a day,  abundantly  prove  them 
to  be  such  stuff  as  true  soldiers  are  made  of. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  R.  MARSHALL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg . Seventh  Regiment  Minnesota  Yols. 

Capt.  R.  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Hdqrs.  Seventh  Regiment  Minnesota  Volunteers, 

Camp  Williston , on  Missouri  Coteau , August  5,  1863. 
Captain  : I respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  Seventh  Regiment  in  the  pursuit  of,  and  engagements  with,  the 
Indians  subsequent  to  the  battle  of  the  Big  Mound,  on  the  24th  ultimo : 

In  my  report  of  the  25th  of  July,  I detailed  the  movements  of  this* 
regiment  in  that  engagement.  On  Sunday,  the  26th  of  July,  when  the 
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column  was  halted  at  the  Dead  Buffalo  Lake,  and  the  Indians  made  a 
demonstration  in  front,  I was  with  the  right  wing  of  my  regiment,  on 
the  right  flank  of  the  train  ; Major  [George]  Bradley  was  with  the  left 
wing,  on  the  left,  the  regiment  being  in  the  middle  of  the  column  in 
the  order  of  march.  Leaving  Major  Bradley  to  protect  the  left  flank,  I 
deployed  Company  B,  Captain  [A.  H.]  Stevens,  obliquely  forward  to 
the  right.  He  advanced  farther  than  I intended,  and  did  not  halt  until 
on  the  right  of,  and  even  with,  the  line  of  skirmishers  of  the  Sixth  Reg- 
iment, then  in  the  extreme  advance.  Thinking  it  better  not  to  recall 
him,  1 advanced  the  three  other  companies  of  the  right  wing  (Captains 
[James]  Gilfillan’s,  [John]  Kennedy’s,  and  [T.  G.]  Carter’s)  near  enough 
to  support  Company  B,  and  at  the  same  time  protect  the  right  of  the 
train,  which  was  then  well  closed  up  on  the  site  of  our  camp.  I re- 
mained in  this  position,  without  the  Indians  approaching  within  range, 
until  orders  were  given  to  go  into  camp.  I had  but  just  dismissed  the 
battalion  from  the  color  line  to  pitch  tents,  when  the  bold  attack  of  the 
mounted  Indians  was  made  on  the  teams  and  animals,  in  the  meadow  on 
the  north  side  of  the  camp.  My  line  was  on  the  south  side  of  the  camp. 
I assembled  and  reformed  the  line,  awaiting  an  attack  from  the  south ; 
but  the  Indians  that  appeared  on  that  side  quickly  withdrew,  after  they 
saw  the  repulse  on  the  north  side,  not  coming  within  gun-shot  range. 

I cannot  withhold  an  expression  of  my  admiration  of  the  gallant 
style  in  which  the  companies  of  cavalry  (I  believe  Captains  Wilson’s 
and  Davy’s,  the  latter  under  Lieutenant  [L.  S.]  Kidder)  dashed  out 
to  meet  the  audacious  devils,  that  were  very  nearly  successful  in  gob- 
bling up  the  teams  and  loose  animals,  that  being  their  object.  The 
Rangers,  putting  their  horses  upon  the  run,  were  but  a few  seconds  in 
reaching  the  Indians,  whose  quick  right-about  did  not  save  them  from, 
the  carbine  and  pistol  shots  and  saber  strokes,  that  told  so  well.  I also 
saw  and  admired  the  promptitude  with  which  Major  McLaren,  with  a 
part  of  the  Sixth  Regiment,  moved  from  his  color  line  on  that  side  of 
camp  to  the  support  of  the  cavalry. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2Sth  of  July,  at  Stony  Lake,  the  Seventh 
Regiment,  in  the  order  of  march,  was  in  the  rear.  The  rear  of  the  wagon 
train  was  just  filing  out  of  camp,  going  around  the  south  end  of  the 
lake,  a part  still  within  the  camp  ground,  which  extended  almost  to  the 
end  of  the  lake,  my  regiment  being  in  line,  waiting  for  the  train  to  get 
out,  when  the  alarm  was  given.  Quickly  the  Indians  appeared  south 
of  the  lake,  and  circled  around  to  the  rear.  I promptly  advanced  the 
right  wing  on  the  flank  of  the  train,  south  of  the  lake,  deploying 
Captains  Gilfillan’s  and  Stevens’  companies  as  skirmishers.  With 
these,  and  Captains  Kennedy’s  and  Carter’s  companies  in  reserve,  I 
immediately  occupied  the  broken,  rocky  ground  south  of  the  lake  ; but 
not  any  too  soon,  for  the  Indians  had  entered  it  at  the  outer  edge,  not 
over  500  yards  from  the  train.  Lieutenant  [H.  H.]  Western,  of  the  bat- 
tery, was  in  the  rear,  and  promptly  reported  to  me.  I placed  his  sec- 
tion of  the  battery  (two  mountain  howitzers)  on  the  first  elevation  of  the 
broken  ground,  outside  the  train.  The  fire  of  my  line  of  skirmishers, 
then  somewhat  advanced  on  the  right  of  the  howitzers,  and  a few  well- 
directed  shots  from  Lieutenant  Western’s  guns,  discouraged  the  Indians 
from  attempting  to  avail  themselves  of  the  cover  of  the  small  hills  near 
us,  dislodged  the  few  that  had  got  in,  and  drove  the  whole  of  them  in 
that  quarter  to  a very  respectful  distance,  quite  out  of  range.  One  shot 
from  the  Indians  struck  the  ground  near  my  feet,  while  I was  locating 
the  howitzers. 
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While  I was  thus  occupied,  Major  Bradley,  with  the  left  wing  (Cap- 
tains Banks’,  Williston’s,  Hall’s,  and  Arnold’s  companies),  advanced 
out  upon  my  left  so  as  to  cover  the  portion  of  the  train  still  in  camp 
from  the  threatened  attack  from  the  rear.  There  was  a battalfon  of 
cavalry  also  protecting  the  rear  to  the  left  of  Major  Bradley.  We  thus 
formed  a line  from  the  left  flank  of  the  train  around  to  the  rear  that 
effectually  protected  it.  The  Indians  galloped  back  and  forth  just  out- 
side the  range  of  the  howitzers  and  our  rifles  of  almost  equal  range, 
until  the  order  came  to  close  up  the  train  and  continue  the  march.  As 
the  rear  of  the  train  passed  the  lake,  I took  the  right  wing  to  the  right 
flank  of  the  train,  near  the  rear,  marched  left  in  front,  and  so  deployed 
as  to  well  cover  that  portion  of  the  train.  Major  Bradley,  with  the  left 
wing,  did  similarly  on  the  left  hank.  As  the  column  moved  forward 
the  Indians  withdrew  out  of  sight. 

On  the  29th  instant,  when  the  column  arrived  at  the  Missouri  River, 
the  Seventh  Regiment  was  the  second  in  order  of  march,  and  was 
held  on  the  flanks  of  the  train,  while  the  Sixth  Regiment,  which  was  in 
the  advance,  penetrated  the  woods  to  the  river.  By  order  of  the  gen- 
eral, Companies  B and  H were  advanced  as  skirmishers,  obliquely  to 
the  right  of  the  head  of  train,  to  explore  for  water.  They  had  entered 
the  woods  but  a little  way  when  recalled  by  an  aide  of  the  general. 

On  the  30th  instant,  Companies  A,  B,  and  H,  Captains  Arnold, 
Stevens,  and  Gilfillan,  were  detailed,  under  Major  Bradley,  to  form  part 
of  the  force  under  command  of  Colonel  Crooks  to  again  penetrate  to 
the  river,  to  destroy  the  wagons  and  other  property  of  the  Indians  on 
the  bank,  and  to  search  for  the  bodies  of  Lieutenant  Beaver  and  Pri- 
vate Miller,  of  the  Sixth  Regiment.  (I  prepared  to  accompany  the  de- 
tachments, but  the  general  objected  to  both  the  field  officers  of  the 
regiment  leaving  camp  at  the  same  time.)  Major  Bradley,  with  the 
companies  named,  participated  in  the  successful  execution  of  the  duty 
assigned  Colonel  Crooks. 

On  the  night  of  the  31st  of  July,  at  our  camp  on  the  Missouri,  I was 
at  expedition  headquarters,  when  the  general  was  advised  of  hostile 
Indians  having  been  heard  signaling  to  one  another  around  the  camp. 

I returned  to  my  regiment,  and  had  two  companies  placed  in  the  trenches. 
Subsequently,  while  I was  lying  down,  Major  Bradley  received  instruc- 
tions to  place  the  entire  regiment  along  the  front  and  flank  of  our  part 
of  the  camp.  This  was  done.  Major  Bradley  remained  up  the  entire 
night.  I slept  a part  of  the  night ; I was  up,  however,  about  2 o’clock, 
when  the  Indians  fired  the  volley  into  the  north  side  of  the  camp — that 
occupied  by  the  Tenth  Regiment.  The  volley  was  evidently  aimed  too 
high  for  effect  in  the  tents  or  on  the  men  in  the  trenches.  That  side  of 
the  corral  was  open  for  passing  the  animals  in  and  out,  and  some  of  the 
shots  must  have  struck  the  cattle,  in  addition  to  the  horses  and  mule 
killed.  The  cattle  dashed  out  of  the  corral  utterly  wild  with  fright,  and  J 
making  the  ground  tremble.  They  were  turned  back  and  to  the  right 
by  part  of  the  line  of  the  Tenth  Regiment.  They  then  came  plunging 
toward  the  left  companies  of  my  regiment.  These  rose  up  and  sue-  j 
ceeded  in  turning  them  back  into  the  corral.  It  was  providential  that 
the  camp  was  so  encircled  by  the  lines  of  the  several  regiments.  But  ] 
for  the  living  wall  that  confronted  them,  the  animals  would  have  escaped  j 
or  stampeded  the  mules  and  horses,  with  great  destruction  of  life  in  the 
camp.  I think  it  was  the  only  time  I have  felt  alarmed  or  startled. 
The  prompt  return  of  the  fire  of  the  Indians  by  the  companies  of  the 
Tenth,  on  my  left,  discouraged  any  further  attempt  on  the  camp. 
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Tlie  next  morning  we  resumed  the  march  homeward.  Since  then  no 
Indians  have  appeared,  and  nothing  relating  to  this  regiment  occurred 
to  add  to  the  above. 

In  concluding  this  report,  supplementary  to  that  made  on  the  25th 
ultimo,  I beg  to  add  a few  things  of  a more  general  nature,  relating  to 
the  regiment  I have  the  honor  to  command. 

The  health  of  the  regiment  during  the  long  march  from  Camp  Pope, 
has  been  remarkably  good.  There  have  been  but  two  cases  of  severe 
illness,  both  convalescent.  Surgeon  [L.  B.]  Smith  and  Assistant  Surgeon 
[A.  A.]  Ames  have  been  assiduous  and  skillful  in  their  attention  to.the 
medical  wants  and  the  general  sanitary  conditiouof  the  regiment.  My 
highest  acknowledgments,  are  due  and  tendered  to  them.  Adjutant  [E. 
A.]  Trader  and  Quartermaster  [Ammi]  Cutler  have  been  laborious  and 
efficient.  During  the  first  three  weeks  of  the  march,  Lieut.  F.  H.  Pratt 
was  acting  quartermaster,  and  gave  the  highest  satisfaction  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties.  Chaplain  [O.  P.]  Light,  who  remained  at  Camp 
Atchison,  has  been  faithful  in  his  ministrations.  The  non-commissioned 
staff  has  been  every  way  efficient.  The  good  order  and  discipline  of  the 
regiment  have  been  perfect;  but  two  or  three  arrests  have  been  made, 
and  those  for  trivial  offenses. 

I feel  it  due  to  Major  Bradley  to  again  refer  to  him  in  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  assistance  he  has  constantly  rendered  me.  Soon  after  the 
march  began,  I became  so  afflicted  with  irritation  of  the  throat  from  dust 
that  the  surgeon  forbade  my  giving  commands  to  the  battalion.  Major 
Bradley  has  relieved  me  almost  entirely  in  this  respect,  and  has  other- 
wise shared  with  me  fully  the  responsibilities  of  the  command. 

Grateful  to  the  Divine  Providence  that  has  guided  and  protected  us, 
I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  R.  MARSHALL, 

Lieutenant^  Colonel,  Comdg.  Seventh  Regt.  Minnesota.  Infantry. 

Capt.  R.  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Col.  James  H.  Balcer , Tenth  Minnesota  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Tenth  Regiment  Minnesota  Infantry, 

Camp  Williston , August  5, 1863. 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  a report  of  such  part 
as  was  borne  by  my  regiment,  or  any  portion  of  it,  in  the  several  actions 
from  July  24,  at  Big  Mound,  to  the  Missouri  River. 

About  3.30  o’clock  on  Friday,  the  24th  of  July,  while  on  the  march, 
doing  escort  duty  in  the  center,  I received  information  from  the  general 
commanding  that  a large  force  of  Indians  was  immediately  in  our  front, 
accompanied  by  an  order  communicated  by  Lieutenant  Beaver  to  pre- 
pare my  regiment  for  action,  which  order  was  immediately  executed. 
Meantime  the  train  was  being  corraled  on  the  side  of  the  lake ; after 
which  I received  orders  to  form  my  regiment  on  the  color  line  indicated 
for  it,  immediately  in  front  of  the  corral,  and  fronting  outward  from  the 
lake,  and  to  throw  up  intrenchinents  along  the  line,  which  was  speedily 
done.  The  action  of  this  day  began  on  my  right,  more  immediately  in 
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front  of  the  Seventh  (which  regiment,  being  in  advance  during  the  day’s 
march,  was  entitled  to  the  forward  imsition),  by  the  artillery  under  Cap- 
tain Jones,  when,  at  4.30  p.  m.,  I received  an  order  by  Captain  Olin  to 
deploy  a company  to  support  this  battery.  I immediately  deployed 
Company  B,  Captain  Edgerton,  and  that  company,  though  fatigued  al- 
ready with  an  ordinary  day’s  march,  continued  with  the  battery  (march- 
ing for  many  miles  on  the  double  quick)  during  the  entire  pursuit  of 
the  enemy,  for  15  miles,  and  throughout  the  night  till  sunrise  next  morn- 
ing, when  they  returned  from  the  pursuit  to  camp,  having  made  during 
the  day  and  night  the  almost  unparalleled  march  of  quite  50  miles. 

At  about  5 o’clock  I received  an  order  by  Captain  Poi)e  to  send  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Jennison  with  four  companies,  to  be  deployed  and  to 
follow  in  the  direction  of  the  retreating  enemy,  as  a support  for  the 
cavalry  and  artillery.  Colonel  Jennison  moved  forward,  with  Companies 
A,  E,  C,  and  K,  5 miles,  more  than  half  of  it  on  the  double-quick,  and 
reported  his  command  to  the  general  commanding,  at  that  time  in  the 
front.  After  resting  about  one  hour,  by  the  order  of  the  general  com- 
manding, Colonel  Jennison  was  directed  to  return  to  camp  with  his 
force,  and  arrived  at  a little  after  9 p.  m.  At  the  same  time  that  the 
first  order  above  alluded  to  was  given,  I was  directed  to  assume  com- 
mand of  the  camp,  and  make  the  proper  dispositions  for  its  defense, 
which  I did  by  completing  all  the  intrenchments  and  organizing  and 
posting  such  forces  as  were  yet  left  in  camp,  not  anticipating  the  return 
of  our  forces  that  night. 

The  action  of  the  26th  of  July  took  place  on  the  side  of  the  camp  op- 
posite from  my  regiment,  and,  consequently,  we  did  not  participate  in 
it.  We  were,  however,  constantly  under  arms,  ready  at  any  moment 
for  orders  or  an  opportunity. 

On  Tuesday,  the  28th  of  July,  my  regiment  being  in  the  advance  for 
the  day’s  march,  we  started  out  of  Camp  Ambler  at  5 o’clock  in  the 
morning.  The  general  commanding,  some  of  the  scouts,  and  a few  of 
the  headquarters  wagons  had  preceded  my  regiment  out  of  camp,  and 
were  ascending  the  long  sloping  hill  which  gradually  rose  from  Stony 
Lake.  I had  just  received,  directly  from  the  general  commanding, 
orders  for  the  disposition  of  my  regiment  during  the  day’s  march,  when 
the  scouts  came  from  over  the  hill  on  the  full  run,  shouting,  “ They  are 
coming!  they  are  coming!”  Immediately  a very  large  body  of 
mounted  Indians  began  to  make  their  appearance  over  the  brow  of  the 
hill,  and  directly  in  front  of  my  advancing  column.  1 instantly  gave  | 
the  necessary  orders  for  the  deployment  of  the  regiment  to  the  right  \ 
and  left,  which,  with  the  assistance  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Jenuison  and 
the  great  alacrity  of  commandants  of  companies,  were  executed  with 
the  utmost  rapidity,  though  a portion  of  my  line  was  thrown  into  mo- 
mentary confusion  by  the  hasty  passage  through  it  of  the  returning  j 
scouts  and  advance  wagons.  At  this  moment  an  Indian  on  the  brow 
of  the  hill  shouted,  u We  are  too  late ; they  are  ready  for  us.”  Another 
one  replied,  “ But  remember  our  children  and  families ; we  must  not 
let  them  get  them.”  Immediately  the  Indians,  all  well  mounted,  filed 
oft*  right  and  left  along  the  hill  in  my  front  with  the  utmost  rapidity.  :'| 
My  whole  regiment  was  deployed,  but  the  Indians  covered  my  entire 
front,  and  soon  far  outflanked  on  both  sides,  appearing  m numbers  that  \ 
seemed  almost  incredible,  and  most  seriously  threatening  the  train  to  ' 
the  right  and  left  of  my  widely  extended  line.  The  position  of  the  train 
was  at  this  moment  eminently  critical.  It  had  begun  to  pass  out  of  the 
corral  around  both  ends  of  the  small  lake,  to  mass  itself  in  the  rear  of 
my  regiment,  in  the  usual  order  of  march.  - The  other  regiments  were 
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not  yet  in  position,  as  the  time  to  take  their  respective  places  in  the 
order  of  march  had  not  arrived.  Fortunately,  however,  Captain  Jones 
had  early  moved  out  of  camp  with  one  section  of  artillery,  and  was  in 
the  center  of  my  left  wing,  and  Lieutenant  Whipple,  with  another,  near 
to  the  center  of  my  right,  which  was  acting  under  Colonel  Jennisou. 

Simultaneously  with  the  deployment  of  the  regiment,  we  began  a 
steady  advance  of  the  whole  line  up  the  hill  upon  the  foe,  trusting  to 
the  speedy  deployment  of  the  other  infantry  regiments  and  the  cavalry 
for  the  protection  of  the  train,  so  threatened  on  either  flank  at  the  ends  of 
the  lake.  My  whole  line  was  advancing  splendidly  up  the  hill,  directly 
upon  the  enemy,  the  artillery  doing  fine  work,  and  the  musketry  begin- 
ning to  do  execution,  when  I received  a peremptory  order  to  halt  the 
entire  line,  as  a farther  advance  would  imperil  the  train.  So  ardent 
were  both  officers  and  men  for  the  advance,  that  it  was  with  some  con- 
siderable difficulty  that  I could  effect  a halt.  Believing  fully  that  the 
great  engagement  of  the  expedition  was  now  begun,  and  seeing  in  my 
front  and  reaching  far  beyond  either  flank  more  than  double  the  num- 
ber of  Indians  that  had  hitherto  made  their  appearance,  I took  advantage 
of  the  halt  to  make  every  preparation  for  a prolonged  and  determined 
action.  Meantime  long-range  firing  continued  throughout  the  entire 
line,  and  frequently  the  balls  of  the  enemy  would  reach  to,  and  even 
pass  over,  my  men,  though  it  was  evident  that  the  range  of  the  Indian 
guns  bore  no  comparison  to  ours.  About  this  time  I twice  received 
the  order  to  cause  the  firing  to  cease,  which  order  I found  very  difficult  to 
execute,  owing  to  the  wide  extent  of  my  line  and  intense  eagerness  of  the 
men.  1 then  received  orders  that,  as  the  train  was  closed  up,  I should  form 
my  regiment  in  order  of  battle,  deploy  as  skirmishers,  holding  two  com- 
panies in  reserve,  and  that,  thus  advancing,  our  order  of  march  would  be 
resumed  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  In  a few  minutes,  the  dispositions 
being  made,  all  was  ready,  and,  in  the  order  of  battle  indicated,  we  passed 
the  hill,  and  found  that  the  enemy  had  fled.  We  saw  them  but  once 
again  for  a moment,  on  a distant  hill,  in  great  numbers,  when  they 
entirely  disappeared . My  regiment  marched  in  deployed  order  of  battle 
en  echelon  at  the  head  of  the  column  for  18  miles,  expecting  and  ready 
to  meet  the  enemy  at  any  moment. 

The  number  of  Indians  so  suddenly  charging  upon  us  was  estimated 
at  not  less  than  from  1,500  to  2,000.  They  were  well  mounted,  and 
moved  about  with  the  utmost  rapidity  and  with  their  characteristic  hid- 
eous yells.  The  artillery,  under  Captain  Jones  and  Lieutenant  Whipple, 
did  great  execution,  as  I could  well  observe,  and  the  fire  of  my  men  did 
effective  service,  and  enabled  us  to  hold  the  enemy  at  bay  till  the  train 
was  closed  up  and  the  regular  dispositions  for  its  defense  made.  At 
least  3 of  the  enemy  were  seen  to  fall  by  the  fire  from  my  line,  their  bodies 
being  thrown  on  ponies  and  rapidly  carried  away.  The  artillery  must 
have  killed  and  wounded  a considerable  number.  Nothing  could  ex- 
ceed the  eagerness,  firmness,  and  gallant  bearing  of  all  the  officers  and 
men  of  my  command  during  this  unexpected  and  by  far,  numerically, 
the  greatest  effort  the  Indians  had  yet  made  upon  the  forces  of  the 
expedition.  In  their  courage  and  earnest  desire  to  clear  the  enemy 
from  the  hill  by  a double-quick  charge,  my  officers  and  men  were  a unit. 
Nothing  but  the  immediate  peril  of  the  train  could  induce  them  to  cease 
the  advance  they  had  so  gallantly  begun. 

On  the  30th  of  July,  while  at  Camp  Slaughter,  on  the  Missouri,  I 
received  an  order  to  send  three  companies  of  my  regiment,  under  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Jennison,  to  join  an  expedition  under  Colonel  Crooks, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  skirmish  through  the  timber  and  heavy 
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underbrush  to  the  river,  and  destroy  the  property  of  the  Indians,  known 
to  be  upon  its  banks.  This  most  laborious  task  was  assigned  to  Com- 
panies B,  F,  and  K,  and  a portion  of  Company  C.  A report  of  their 
operations  will,  of  course,  be  given  you  by  the  officer  commanding  the 
expedition. 

I desire,  captain,  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  express  my 
sincere  gratification  at  the  good  order,  faithful  devotion  to  every  duty, 
most  determined  perseverance  in  the  long  and  weary  marches,  uncom- 
plaining in  the  severe  guard  and  trenching  labors,  submitting  unrnur- 
muringly  to  every  fatigue,  which  has  characterized  the  officers  and  men 
of  my  regiment  during  the  tedious  and  arduous  march  we  have  made 
to  the  distant  shores  of  the  Missouri  Fiver.  It  is  with  justifiable  pride 
that  I here  note  how  nobly  they  have  performed  all  that  has  been  re- 
quired at  their  hands. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  H.  BAKER, 

Colonel  Tenth  Regiment  Minnesota  Infantry. 

Capt.  R.  C.  Olin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  Minnesota. 


JUNE  17,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Westport,  Mo. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Capt.  Henry  Flesher,  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

No.  2. — Capt.  George  W.  Ashby,  Twelfth  Kansas  Infantry. 


No.  1. 


Report  of  Capt.  Henry  Flesher , Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Olathe,  June  18, 1863. 

Major  : Just  before  sundown  last  night,  my  advance  was  fired  on  by 
from  200  to  300  rebels  at  the  edge  of  the  timber  this  side  of  Westport. 
They  were  strongly  posted  behind  a stone  wall.  I was  compelled  to 
retreat  through  a.  long  lane.  They  followed  so  closely  that  I could  not 
form  my  command  until  we  got  to  the  end  of  it.  By  this  time  our  loss 
was  25  men.  We  formed  by  a house,  and  drove  them  back  a short  dis- 
tance. Night  came  on,  and  we  retreated  slowly  toward  Olathe.  The 
rain  came  on,  and  we  have  come  to  this  place  for  breakfast.  We  scouted 
so  hard  in  Missouri  that  our  men  and  horses  are  all  given  out.  We 
heard  that  Westport  was  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  and  thought  that 
we  could  not  reach  you  last  night.  Send  orders  by  this  messenger. 
We  will  either  meet  him  on  the  road,  or  he  will  find  us  here.  Lieuten- 
ant Haughout  had  21  men.  His  loss  is  7;  mine  is  almost  one-half. 

In  great  haste,  major,  1 am,  yours,  respectfully, 

HENRY  FLESHER, 

Captain  Company  E,  Ninth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Maj.  Linn  K.  Thacher, 

Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry. 
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Command ing  Officer  at  Kansas  City: 

If  Major  Tkacher,  Ninth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  has  left  there, 
inform  me  where  he  has  gone  with  his  command. 

HENRY  FLESHER, 

Captain  Company  JE7,  Ninth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry . 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Capt.  George  W.  Ashby,  Twelfth  Kansas  Infantry. 


Headquarters, 
Westport , Mo .,  June  18,  1863. 

General  : The  detachment  sent  out  to  bring  in  the  dead  have  just 
returned,  bringing  5 more  dead,  making  14  Union  and  1 rebel.  Two 
wounded  were  brought  in  ; in  all,  4 wounded.  I have  no  information 
from  our  men  that  are  out. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  ASHBY, 
Captain , Commanding  Post . 

General  Ewing,  Kansas  City. 


JUNE  17,  1863. — Affair  near  Wellington,  Mo. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Bazel  F.  Lazear , First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry. 

Headquarters, 
Lexington , June  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  1 o’clock  yesterday  morning 
Lieutenant  [John  H.]  Smith,  Company  I,  First  Missouri  State  Militia 
Cavalry,  with  50  men  of  the  different  companies  here,  fired  upon  a party 
of  4 bushwhackers,  killing  3.  This  was  near  Wellington,  where  they 
had  just  left  after  robbing  a store. 

I sent  this  party  out  to  watch  the  roads,  and  it  is  the  only  wav  we  can 
get  at  the  scoundrels,  and  I shall  continue  to  pursue  this  course,  unless 
disapproved  by  you,  and  for  that  reason  would  rather  that  no  troops  be 
sent  into  this  county  without  my  being  advised  of  it.  . 

Very  respectfully, 

B.  F.  LAZEAR, 

Lieutenant- Colonel , Comdg.  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Border. 


JUNE  18,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Rocheport,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col.  Odon  Guitar , Ninth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Sturgeon,  Mo.,  June  18, 1863. 

General  : Forty  men  of  Companies  A and  B,  my  regiment,  encount- 
ered Jackman,  Rucker,  and  company,  with  100,  on  the  river,  1J  miles 
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above  Rocheport,  at  9 a.  m.  this  morning.  A sharp  skirmish  ensued. 
There  were  several  lost,  killed  and  wounded,  on  each  side.  I leave  in 
ten  minutes  for  scene,  and  will  be  with  them  before  midnight.  I will 
endeavor  to  organize  district  when  I get  back. 

O.  GUITAR, 
Colonel , Commanding. 

Major-General  Schofield. 


JUNE  20-23,  1863. — Scouts  from  Waynesville,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Josiah  C.  Smith , Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Waynesville,  Mo.,  June  28, 1863. 

Major:  Of  the  two  late  scouts  made  by  your  orders,  I have  the 
honor  to  report  that  on  Saturday  evening,  the  19th  [20th],  when  about 
6 miles  out  of  camp,  I came  across  a gang  of  26  bushwhackers.  With 
my  squad  of  8, 1 pitched  into  them,  and  scattered  them  in  all  direc- 
tions. It  was  in  a short  time  a general  running  free  fight,  in  which  one 
of  the  men  was  taken  prisoner,  his  horse  and  equipments  taken,  and  he 
turned  loose,  on  parole  of  a man  signing  himself  S.  S.  Tucker,  but  whose 
real  name  is  Benson  Woods.  The  parole  is,  of  course,  not  valid.  Night 
coming  on,  we  returned  to  camp,  bringing  only  one  pair  of  saddle-bags 
filled  with  provisions  (as  trophies). 

Leaving  camp  again  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  we  scouted  the  country 
between  Robideaux  and  Gasconade  to  near  the  line  of  Laclede  County. 
On  the  21st,  discovered  signs  of  a band.  On  the  22d,  struck  their  trail ; 
but  previous  to  this  I had  joined  Lieutenant  [C.  0.]  Twyford,  of  my  com- 
pany, with  a squad  of  men,  now  making  our  number  up  to  27.  About 
noon  we  came  across  the  band  grazing  their  horses ; but  they  discovered 
us  about  the  same  time  we  did  them,  but  we  were  on  to  them  so  quick 
that  only  2 of  them  succeeded  in  mounting,  1 of  whom  we  caught,  after 
a chase  of  nearly  2 miles ; also  4 loose  horses.  Of  those  that  we  left 
afoot,  2 escaped,  but  their  leader,  a noted  stage  robber  by  the  name 
of  Casey,  was  killed.  And  here  allow  me  to  mention  the  noteworthy 
conduct  of  William  Wilson,  a citizen  of  this  place,  who  evinced  true 
courage  and  determination  in  chasing  up  and  capturing  these  outlaws, 
having  his  horse  shot  under  him,  but  never  faltering  as  long  as  anything 
was  to  be  done.  On  the  23d,  we  struck  the  trail  of  the  two  who  had 
escaped  on  foot.  After  trailing  them  about  25  miles,  we  came  upon  them 
as  they  ran  from  their  old  den,  which  is  in  Wright  County,  10  miles 
southwest  of  Mountain  Store,  and  am  sorry  to  say  that  circumstances 
were  such  that  we  were  forced  to  take  these  two  villains  prisoners.  We 
had  now  four  out  of  the  five  first  routed. 

We  then  proceeded  to  their  camp,  near  by,  which  the  Lebanon  troops 
said  had  been  entered  by  them ; but  in  this  they  were  mistaken,  although 
they  had  found  several  camps,  and  been  within  200  yards  of  their  last 
hiding  place,  and,  no  doubt,  had  caused  them  to  evacuate  in  a hurry, 
as  we  found  left  in  camp  one  Austrian  rifle,  one  shot-gun,  curry-comb, 
brushes,  shoeing  tools,  &c.  We  could  find  nothing  of  their  trail,  owing 
to  the  heavy  fall  of  rain.  We  now  turned  our  heads  toward  camp,  and 
scouted  over  many  miles  of  country,  visiting  portions  of  your  counties, 
and  stirring  the  secesh  up  in  general. 
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We  captured  in  all  3 bushwhackers,  killed  1,  captured  7 head  of 
horses,  1 Government  mule,  4 saddles,  1 Austrian  rifie,  2 revolvers,  1 
musketoon,  and  a quantity  of  clothing  and  boots  and  shoes,  which  they 
said  they  had  taken  from  the  store  of  Mr.  Stith,  near  Lebanon. 

Allow  me  to  say  that  during  all  the  scouts  and  the  two  little  skir- 
mishes the  men  under  me  behaved  nobly,  aud  though  a great  many 
shots  were  fired  at  them,  no  one  was  hurt.  I will  also  state  that  I 
have  ascertained  the  whereabouts  of  a camp  of  64  men  near  the  Arkan- 
sas line,  aud  entirely  unsupported  5 this  I had  from  Casey  just  before 
he  died ; also  from  the  prisoners  we  now  have.  One  of  this  gang,  by 
the  name  of  Frick,  killed  a man  on  the  Gasconade  last  week,  by  the 
name  of  Sherwood,  which  information  I also  got  from  Casey  as  he  was 
dying. 

I close  by  saying  that  if  we  had  the  men  here  to  work  with,  we  could 
effectually 'break  up  this  bushwhacking  business,  as  we  now  know  the 
country  nearly  as  well  as  they. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  SMITH, 

. Captain  Company  H,  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Major  Fischer, 

Commanding  Waynesville , Mo. 


JUNE  23,  1863. — Skirmish  at,  and  destruction  of,  Sibley,  Mo. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  jr.,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  the 
Border. 

No.  2. — Capt.  Samuel  A.  Flagg,  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Ho.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing , jr.,  TJ.  S.  Army , commanding  Dis- 
trict of  the  Border. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  June  30,  1863. 

Colonel  : On  the  20th  instant,  Captain  [Samuel  A.]  Flagg,  com- 
manding detachments  of  four  companies  of  the  Fourth  Missouri,  re- 
ported to  me  that  on  his  route  here  from  Lexington,  and  especially  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Sibley  and  Napoleon,  he  encountered  many  bands 
of  guerrillas,  numbering  in  the  aggregate  several  hundred  men,  of 
whom  he  killed  4 and  wounded  6.  On  the  night  of  the  22d  instant 
I sent  him  in  command  of  his  detachments,  numbering  about  125  effect- 
ive men,  and  of  two  companies  of  infantry  from  Independence  to  the 
Napoleon  Bottoms,  some  14  miles  from  Independence,  being  the  district 
he  reported  as  specially  infested.  He  started  the  infantry,  as  ordered, 
at  10  o’clock  at  night,  and  it  reached  the  neighborhood  of  the  guerrilla 
camp  before  day.  He  himself,  however,  did  not  catch  up  with  the  in- 
fantry until  after  sunrise,  and  the  guerrillas,  having  abundant  notice, 
fell  back  to  Sibley,  he  with  the  cavalry  pursuing  them.  The  captain 
reports  to  me : 
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I ordered  Lieutenant  [Richard  C.]  Anderson,  with  one  squadron  of  cavalry,  in  the 
advance,  to  go  into  Sibley.  As  soon  as  they  made  the  edge  of  the  town,  they  were 
fired  upon,  and  returned  the  fire  with  great  vigor.  I then  ordered  Lieutenant  [James 

H. ]  Brown  and  Lieutenant  [Reuben  P.]  Mooney  forward  to  support  the  first  squad- 
ron, when  the  bushwhackers  made  a hasty  retreat,  leaving  2 of  their  number  dead 
and  4 wounded.  It  being  a general  place  of  resort  for  the  bushwhackers,  and  where 
they  concentrated  to  fire  on  all  the  boats  that  passed,  for  the  purpose  of  plundering 
them,  and  as  they  used  the  houses  as  shelter  to  fire  on  my  men,  the  town  was  burned, 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  houses  that  were  left,  reported  as  Union  property. 

I think  it  probable  that  it  was  for  the  good  of  the  service  that  the  town 
was  burned,  for  the  reasons  named  by  Captain  Flagg ; but,  not  feeling 
entirely  satisfied,  I will  take  care  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the 
people,  and  their  conduct,  as  also  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
town  was  burned. 

It  is  reported  the  town  of  Butler,  Bates  County,  or  a large  part,  was 
burned  by  guerrillas  on  the  21st  instant.  Company  D.  Ninth  Kansas, 
Captain  [Charles  F.]  Coleman,  was  stationed  there,  but  I was  compelled 
to  order  it  to  West  Point  (on  the  line),  to  guard  a considerable  extent 
of  the  border,  from  which  I had  withdrawn  two  companies  to  fill  the 
place  of  Penick’s  regiment,  just  taken  from  the  upper  border.  Captain 
Coleman  reports  to  me  that  nearly  all  the  Union  families  in  the  town 
left  there  some  days  before  he  was  ordered  away  with  a militia  com- 
pany which  went  to  Germantown,  Henry  County,  and  the  rest  of  the 
Union  families  came  with  him  to  Kansas.  He  says  there  are  no  Union 
families  in  the  county,  and  all  the  secessionists  known  to  have  been  in 
the  Southern  army  from  that  county  are  again  at  home  or  in  the  brush. 
He  reports,  on  authority  which  he  regards  as  reliable,  that  on  the  24th 
instant  about  200  rebel  infantry  passed  northward  near  by  Johnstown, 
Bates  County,  and  that  within  the  past  three  months  parties  have  gone 
north,  numbering  in  the  aggregate,  with  this  infantry,  not  less  than 

I, 000.  The  captain  is  an  entirely  careful  and  reliable  officer,  and  I have 
considerable  confidence  in  his  information  and  opinion.  I am  inclined 
to  think,  however,  that,  if  so  many  as  that  have  come  north,  a large 
part  of  them  have  done  so  to  get  home  and  quit  fighting. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  Samuel  A.  Flagg,  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  June  28, 1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  command- 
ing general,  the  scout  commanded  by  me  in  the  vicinity  of  Sibley  and 
Napoleoa  Bottoms. 

The  infantry  started  at  10  o’clock  Monday  night,  the  22d  of  June, 
with  instructions  to  move  near  Sible3T,  and  conceal  themselves  until  I 
came  up  with  the  cavalry,  so  that  we  could  act  in  concert.  I formed  a 
junction  with  them  about  6 o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  I moved  on  to 
Sibley.  I ordered  Lieutenant  [B.  C.]  Anderson,  with  one  squadron  of 
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cavalry,  in  the  advance,  to  go  into  Sibley.  As  soon  as  they  made  the 
edge  of  the  town,  they  were  fired  upon  by  a party  of  bushwhackers. 
They  returned  the  fire  with  great  vigor.  1 then  ordered  the  infantry 
to  skirmish  the  woods  and  get  to  the  rear  of  the  town,  but  the  brush 
was  so  thick  they  could  not  make  it.  There  was  sharp  shooting  in  my 
front  while  the  infantry  was  in  the  brush.  I then  ordered  Lieutenant 
[ J.  H.]  Brown  and  Lieutenant  [B.  P.]  Mooney  forward  to  support  the 
first  squadron,  when  the  bushwhackers  made  a hasty  retreat,  leaving  2 
of  their  number  dead  and  4 wounded.  It  being  a general  place  of  resort 
for  the  bushwhackers,  and  where  they  concentrated  to  fire  into  all  the 
boats  that  pass  for  the  purpose  of  plundering  them,  and  as  they  used 
the  houses  for  shelter  to  fire  on  my  men,  the  town  was  burned,  except 
one  or  two  houses  that  were  left,  reported  as  Union  property. 

Prom  information  I received  at  different  times  through  the  day  that 
parties  had  left  the  evening  before  and  gone  toward  the  south,  and  as 
the  force  was  light  at  Independence,  I returned  to  that  place.  On  my 
return,  a party  of  my  cavalry  ran  some  bushwhackers  from  Mr.  Rober- 
son’s house,  where  1 had  run  them  from  the  house  three  times  before, 
and  told  them  to  be  careful  and  not  have  them  run  from  there  again. 
They  paid  no  attention  to  it,  and  their  house  was  burned.  I arrived  at 
Independence  with  my  command  at  7 o’clock,  on  the  23d  of  June,  1863, 
with  6 horses  captured  5 4 of  them  were  turned  over  to  Captain  [J.j 
Huntoon  and  2 turned  over  to  the  owners  by  myself. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  FLAGG, 

Captain , Comdg.  Detachment  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia. 

Maj.  P.  B.  Plumb, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


JUNE  23,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Papinsville,  Mo. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Bazel  F.  Lazear , First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry. 

Lexington,  June  28,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  in- 
stant, Major  [Alexander  W.]  Mullins,  in  command  of  a detachment  of 
the  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  from  Germantown,  followed 
a band  of  rebels,  about  50  in  number,  to  the  Osage  River,  near  Papins- 
ville, Bates  County,  where  they  crossed  the  river,  going  south.  Pursuit 
was  kept  up  for  some  12  miles  south  of  the  river,  when  the  party  were 
overtaken  by  Major  Mullins’  advance.  A skirmish  ensued,  resulting  in 
the  killing  of  1 rebel  and  wounding  1,  and  capture  of  1 Enfield  rifle, 
with  40  rounds  of  cartridges,  1 horse,  and  1 mule.  It  was  now  night, 
and  the  rebels  fled  and  were  lost  sight  of.  Major  Mullins  had  1 man 
badly,  if  not  mortally,  wounded. 

Yerv  respectfully, 

B.  F.  LAZEAR, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Border . 
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JUNE  23,  1863. — Attack. on  Pawnee  Agency,  Nebr. 

Report  of  Capt.  Henry  L.  Edwards , Second  Nebraska  Cavalry. 


Pawnee  Reservation, 

June  23,  [24,]  1863. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Sioux  (supposed  to  be 
Brutes)  attacked  the  agency  yesterday,  killing  several  Pawnees  and 
wounding  myself.  I ordered  First  Lieut.  Henry  Gray  to  follow  them 
with  35  men,  and,  if  practicable,  to  attack  them.  After  pursuing  about 
50  of  them  for  about  15  miles,  he  came  upon  about  400  or  500  drawn  up 
in  line  ready  to  receive  him,  and  upon  being  assured  that  the  Pawnees, 
who  were  with  him,  300  or  400  strong,  would  fight  with  him,  he  threw 
out  some  skirmishers,  when  the  Sioux  opened  upon  them  with  rifles, 
killing  Sergt.  Joseph  Dyson,  and  mortally  wounding  Private  George 
Osborn;  also  killing  their  horses.  At  the  first  fire  the  Pawnees  ran, 
leaving  our  men  alone.  Lieutenant  Gray  fought  them  about  an  hour, 
when  they  retreated.  Four  or  five  Sioux  were  killed  and  several  horses. 
I had  started  to  his  assistance  with  20  men  and  one  howitzer,  which  I 
was  compelled  to  send  back,  owing  to  the  roughness  of  the  country. 
When  I reached  Lieutenant  Gray,  the  Sioux  were  still  in  force  about  G 
miles  distant;  but  it  being  nearly  night,  I determined  not  to  attack  them, 
and  fell  back  to  my  camp. 

To  better  protect  the  whites  living  at  the  agency,  I have  crossed  the 
Beaver  and  established  camp  near  the  agency,  where  I shall  remain 
until  I receive  further  orders.* 

Very  respectfully, 


HENRY  L.  EDWARDS, 
Captain  Company  1 ),  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry. 
Brigadier-General  McKean,  Omaha , Nebr. 


JULY  1-2,  1863. — Engagement  at  Cabin  Creek,  Ind.  T. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Col.  William  A.  Phillips,  Third  Indian  Home  Guards,  commanding  at  Fort 
Gibson. 

No.  2. — Col.  James  M.  Williams,  First  Kansas  Colored  Infantry. 

No.  3. — Maj.  John  A.  Foreman,  Third  Indian  Home  Guards. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  William  A.  Phillips , Third  Indian  Home  Guards , com- 
manding at  Fort  Gibson. 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Fort  Blunt , July  7,  1863. 

Sir:  I have  sent  the  reports  of  Colonel  [J.  M.]  Williams  aud  Major 
[John  A.]  Foreman,  of  the  late  engagement  at  Cabin  Creek. 

I sent  Foreman  with  a howitzer  and  GOO  men,  all ’I  could  mount,  to  j 


Return  of  casualties  reports  1 man  killed  and  2 wounded. 
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Baxter  Springs,  to  meet  the  train.  Several  delays  occurred  with  the 
train,  which  1 regret,  as  my  command  was  in  a suffering  condition.  I 
sent  scouts  to  watch  for  Cabell,  who  was  threatening  to  effect  a junc- 
tion from  the  east.  Infantry  [was  sent]  up  to  re-enforce  them ; but 
Grand  River  and  Spring  River  were  up  very  high,  and  I knew  he  could 
not  cross. 

The  engagement  at  Cabin  Creek  was  spirited,  but  I regret  that  there 
had  not  been  a greater  effort  to  push  the  broken  enemy.  A desire  to 
lend  everything  to  the  safety  of  the  train  restrained  it. 

Colonel  Watie,  with  2 men,  fled  from  his  forces  when  they  broke,  and 
reported  to  General  Cooper,  in  dismay,  that  he  was  defeated  and  broken, 
he  having  swam  both  Arkansas  and  Grand  Rivers.  Colonel  McIntosh 
also  fled  j but  [J.  W.]  Wells,  Cooper’s  adjutant,  who  did  the  work,  I ex- 
pect, remained  and  held  the  force  of  the  enemy  as  long  as  possible. 

The  plan  of  the  enemy  was  undoubtedly  to  hold  the  strong  natural 
position  at  Cabin  Creek  until  Cabell  re-enforced  them.  These  the  con- 
dition of  Grand  River  prevented,  and  their  judgment  was  unwise.  I 
Lave  reason  to  believe  that  Wells  was  killed  or  badly  wounded. 

By  the  scouts  I sent  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  I learn  that  Cabell 
came  in  from  Arkansas  with  (said  to  be  2,000  men),  I think,  about  1,200 
and  three  pieces  of  artillery.  He  passed  close  to  Hildebrand’s  Mill, 
and  through  Long  Prairie  to  Grand  Saline.  Prom  Grand  Saline  he  re- 
turned eastward  last  Saturday.  My  scouts  followed  him  to  within  5 
miles  of  Hildebrand’s  Mill,  when  Cabell  took  the  left-hand  road  to  Port 
Wayne.  They  returned.  A few  men  are  following,  watching  his  move- 
ments, and  will  report  to  me. 

I sent  back  the  force  directed  with  the  train,  and  a heavy  additional 
force,  with  one  howitzer,  under  Colonel  [George]  Hole.  Pearing  from 
my  last  dispatches  that  Cabell  might  swing  round  from  Maysville,  I am 
sending  after  the  train  500  more  infantry  and  a section  of  Hopkins’  bat- 
tery. 

I regret  the  wound  of  Major  Foreman  in  the  late  affair,  but  hope  he 
will  recover.  I learn  that  the  other  troops  behaved  very  well.  The 
Ninth  Kansas  made  a gallant  charge,  sustaining  some  loss,  and  the 
negro  regiment  fought  well  and  managed  their  two  guns  well.  All  the 
troops  behaved  gallantly,  as  I am  informed. 

Part  of  the  enemy’s  men  and  horses  got  drowned  trying  to  escape  by 
fording  Grand  River.  The  dead  men  and  horses  floated  past  Fort 
Blunt. 


Respectfully, 


Major-General  Blunt. 


WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 
Colonel , Commanding. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Col.  James  M.  Williams , First  Kansas  Colored  Infantry . 

Port  Blunt,  C.  N.,  July  — , 1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  following  account 
of  incidents  occurring  upon  the  march  of  my  command  from  Baxter 
Springs,  Kans.,  to  Fort  Blunt,  C.  N. : 

I left  Baxter  Springs  on  the  26th  ultimo,  and  overtook  the  supply 
train  the  same  day.  I concluded  to  accompany  this  train  on  the  route, 
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with  the  view  of  offering  assistance  in  case  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy, 
which  was  expected,  as  it  was  known  that  a large  force  of  the  enemy 
had  been  concentrated  with  this  view. 

Nothing  unusual  occurred  until  about  noon  of  the  1st  instant,  when 
we  came  upon  the  enemy,  strongly  posted  upon  Cabin  Creek,  completely 
commanding  the  ford.  Major  Foreman,  of  the  Third  Indian  Home 
Guards,  skirmished  with  their  pickets,  killing  3 and  capturing  3,  when 
they  retired  across  Cabin  Creek,  to  their  main  body.  I ordered  up  one 
of  the  12-pounder  howitzers  attached  to  my  command,  which,  with  the 
mountain  howitzers  of  Major  Foreman,  opened  a brisk  fire  of  shell  and 
canister,  under  the  fire  of  which  the  soundings  of  the  creek  were  taken, 
and,  finding  it  too  high  to  cross  the  train,  the  forces  were  ordered  into 
camp  to  await  the  falling  of  the  stream,  usually  quite  small,  but  now 
much  swollen  by  the  recent  rains.  That  evening  1 held  a consultation 
with  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Theodore  H.]  Dodd,  commanding  escort  to  the 
train,  and  Major  Foreman,  and  it  was  determined  to  unite  the  different 
forces,  as  many  as  could  be  spared  from  the  immediate  defense  of  the 
train,  which  had  been  corraled  upon  the  prairie,  about  2 miles  from  the 
ford.  Accordingly,  Colonel  Dodd  ordered  to  my  support  three  companies 
of  the  Second  Colorado  Infantry  [Cavalry],  under  command  of  Major  [J. 
Nelson]  Smith,  and  Company  B,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Company  C, 
Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry,  and  Company  B,  Fourteenth  Kansas  Cavalry, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  [John  E.]  Stewart,  Company  C,  Ninth 
Kansas  Cavalry,  and  the  Indian  Battalion  commanded  by  Major  Fore- 
man, with  one  section  of  Second  Kansas  Battery,  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant [Aristarchus]  Wilson.  After  making  a careful  reconnaissance  on  - 
the  evening  of  the  1st  in  company  with  Colonel  Dodd  and  Major  Fore- 
man, I laid  the  plan  of  attack  as  follows,  viz : To  place  the  two  G pound- 
ers under  command  of  Lieutenant  Wilson  on  a point  to  the  extreme 
left;  one  12-pounder  howitzer  and  one  mountain  howitzer  in  the  center, 
directly  in  front  of  and  not  more  than  200  yards  from  the  position  held 
by  the  enemy,  and  one  12-pounder  howitzer  on  the  right,  and  to  attempt 
to  cross  the  stream  under  the  fire  of  these  pieces.  Accordingly  I formed 
a column  of  attack  in  the  following  order : 

1st.  One  company  Indian  Home  Guards,  led  by  Major  Foreman  in 
person. 

2d.  First  Kegiment  Kansas  Colored  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel [John]  Bowles. 

3d.  Battalion  of  Second  Colorado  Infantry. 

4th.  Battalion  of  three  companies  of  cavalry,  the  balance  of  the  In- 
dian Battalion  being  detached  guarding  the  river  above  and  below. 

This  disposition  being  completed,  at  8 a.  m.  of  2d  instant  I opened 
a brisk  cannonade,  with  shell  and  canister,  upon  the  enemy’s  position, 
which  was  continued  for  forty  minutes  without  interruption,  when  the 
firing  ceased,  the  enemy  having  apparently  retired  from  his  position, 
and  I ordered  the  column  forward,  it  having  previously  been  ascer- 
tained that  the  creek  had  fallen  sufficiently  to  allow  a passage.  As  the 
advance,  led  by  Major  Foreman,  had  nearly  reached  the  opposite  shore, 
they  were  met  by  a violent  fire  of  musketry  from  the  enemy,  who  had 
concealed  themselves  behind  logs  in  the  thick  brush  which  lined  the 
opposite  shore.  Major  Foreman  was  twice  shot  by  musket-balls,  his 
horse  receiving  five  shots.  Seeing  their  gallant  leader  fall,  this  ad- 
vance company  retired  somewhat  confusedly  to  the  position  formerly 
occupied  by  them.  At  this  time  the  advance  of  the  infantry  had  nearly 
reached  the  water’s  edge,  and  I ordered  a halt,  filed  the  three  leading 
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companies  to  the  right,  and  opened  upon  the  enemy  a fire  of  musketry, 
and  again  opened  the  artillery  upon  their  position,  which  was  continued 
for  twenty  minutes,  when  I ordered  the  two  pieces  on  my  left  to  cease 
firing,  and  brought  Company  C,  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry,  under  command 
of  Lieut.  K.  C.  Philbrick,  to  replace  the  Indian  company,  who  were 
directed  to  follow  the  column  across.  This  disposition  being  made,  I 
ordered  the  advance  at  the  double-quick,  still  keeping  up  the  fire  from 
the  three  companies  of  infantry,  formed  as  before  stated,  and  the  how- 
itzers. The  enemy  again  opened  fire,  but  did  not  succeed  in  checking 
our  advance,  and,  with  the  loss  of  but  3 or  4 wounded,  I succeeded  in 
crossing  my  column,  the  infantry  wading  to  the  arm-pits  in  water,  and, 
driving  the  enemy  from  the  brush,  formed  a line  of  battle  directly  in 
front  of  the  enemy,  who  now  formed  in  battle  array  about  400  yards  in 
advance  upon  the  edge  of  the  prairie.  I ordered  two  companies  of  cav- 
alry, under  Captain  Stewart,  to  take  position  on  my  right,  to  prevent 
any  flank  movement  that  might  be  attempted  by  the  enemy  in  that 
direction,  and  ordered  the  company  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Phil- 
brick  to  charge  the  advance  line  of  the  enemy,  penetrate  it,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, ascertain  his  strength  and  position,  which  was  gallantly  executed 
by  the  lieutenant,  who  charged  directly  upon  the  center  of  the  enemy’s 
line,  broke  it,  and  put  him  to  flight.  Seeing  this,  I ordered  forward  all 
the  cavalry  in  pursuit  of  the  now  fleeing  enemy,  who  were  pursued  for 
5 miles,  killing  many  and  dispersing  them  in  all  directions. 

My  whole  loss  in  this  engagement  was  1 killed  and  about  20  wounded, 
among  the  latter  Major  Foreman,  seriously,  and  Captain  [Ethan]  Earl, 
of  the  First  Kegiment  Kansas  Colored  Volunteers,  slightly. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  is  not  definitely  known,  but,  from  the  best  I 
am  able  to  obtain,  I think  it  will  not  fall  short  of  50  killed,  as  many 
more  wounded,  and  9 prisoners. 

The  strength  of  the  enemy,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained  from  the 
prisoners,  was  from  1,600  to  1,800,  consisting  of  Cols.  Stand  Watie’s  and 
McIntosh’s  Cherokee  [and  Creek]  regiments,  with  detachment-  of  600 
men  from  the  Twenty-seventh  [Fifth  Texas  Partisan  Rangers*]  and 
Twenty-ninth  Texas  [Cavalry]  Regiments.  My  column  of  attack,  which 
crossed  the  stream,  was  less  than  900  men,  all  told. 

I cannot  close  this  communication  without  referring  to  the  chivalrous 
and  soldierly  conduct  of  the  entire  command  during  the  engagement; 
the  whole  command  crossing  this  difficult  ford,  and  forming  in  the  face 
of  the  enemy,  with  as  much  ease  and  little  confusion  as  if  upon  parade. 
Had  there  been  no  train  to  guard,  so  that  the  whole  force  could  have 
been  employed  against  the  enemy,  I don’t  know  but  I should  have 
been  able  to  capture  the  whole  force.  But  as  the  prime  object  was  to 
conduct  the  supply  train  to  your  command,  it  was  not  deemed  proper 
to  cause  any  delay  in  pursuing  the  enemy ; consequently  I directed  that 
portion  of  my  command  which  had  been  sent  me  from  the  escort  to  re- 
port back  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dodd,  and  immediately  on  the  evening 
of  the  same  day  resumed  the  march,  arriving  at  Fort  Blunt  on  the  5th 
instant  without  any  further  interruption. 

I have  the  honor,  colonel,  to  be,  and  remain,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  WILLIAMS, 

Colonel  First  Regiment  Kansas  Colored  Volunteers , Commanding. 

Col.  William  A.  Phillips. 


The  Twenty-seventh  Texas  was  in  Mississippi  at  this  time. 
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No.  3. 

Report  of  Maj,  John  A.  Foreman , Third  Indian  Home  Guards. 

Fort  Blunt,  July  5, 1863. 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I joined  your  supply  train 
from  Fort  Scott,  at  Baxter  Springs,  on  the  24th  of  June,  instant  [ultimo]. 
On  the  25th,  began  the  march  with  the  train  for  this  place.  Arrived  at 
Hudson’s  Ford,  on  the  Neosho  Fiver,  the  26th  instant  [ultimo],  where  we 
were  obliged  to  remain  until  the  29th  by  high  water,  when  we  succeeded 
in  crossing  the  train.  On  the  30th,  we  discovered  a trail.  I immediately 
detached  Lieutenant  [Luke  F.]  Parsons,  of  the  Third  Indian  Begiment, 
with  20  Cherokees,  to  ascertain  what  had  made  the  trail,  as  it  was  fresh. 
Parsons  followed  the  trail  about  4 miles,  when  he  found  30  of  the  enemy, 
who  proved  to  be  Stand  Watie’s  advanced  picket.  He  gallantly  at- 
tacked and  defeated  them,  taking  3 prisoners  and  killing  4.  On  the  1st 
of  July  we  arrived  at  Cabin  Creek,  where  we  found  the  enemy  in  force, 
concealed  in  a thicket  on  the  south  bank  of  the  creek.  I immediately 
deployed  my  command  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  ford.  Lieutenants 
[David  A.]  Painter,  of  the  Second,  and  Parsons,  of  the  Third  Indian 
Begiments,  on  the  right  ; Lieutenant  [Fred.]  Crafts,  of  the  First  Indian, 
and  Lieutenant  [Benjamin  H.]  Whitlow,  of  the  Third,  on  the  left,  Captain 
Armstrong,  with  one  section  of  his  battery,  and  Lieutenant  [Jule  C.] 
Cayot,  of  the  Third  Indian  Begiment,  with  a mountain  howitzer,  com- 
ing promptly  into  position  in  the  center.  We  opened  a brisk  fire  upon 
the  enemy  in  the  thicket  on  the  opposite  bank,  which  we  continued  for 
half  an  hour.  By  this  time  the  enemy’s  fire  had  nearly  ceased,  so  we 
moved  forward  into  the  stream,  which  proved  too  deep  to  ford,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  fall  back. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d,  one  section  of  Blair’s  battery  took  position 
on  an  eminence  about  900  yards  to  the  left  of  the  ford ; one  section  of 
Armstrong’s  battery  obtained  a commanding  position  on  the  right;  the 
main  column,  consisting  of  the  Indians  and  five  companies  of  the  First 
Negro  Begiment,  were  stationed  in  the  center.  After  obtaining  this 
position,  we  opened  fire.  The  firing  was  continued  about  twenty  minutes, 
when  I received  notice  from  the  lookouts  that  the  enemy  were  in  dis- 
order (not  being  able  to  see  their  movements  from  the  creek,  I had  sta- 
tioned a lookout  or  picket  in  some  trees  near  Armstrong’s  battery).  I 
ordered  the  firing  to  cease,  and  the  main  column  to  move  forward.  i 
When  nearly  across  the  creek,  I was  wounded,  and  obliged  to  go  to  the 
rear.  The  column  pushed  on,  under  Colonel  Williams,  of  the  First  i 
Colored  Begiment,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  their  position.  They 
were  hotly  pursued  by  Captain  Stewart  and  his  company,  of  the  Ninth  1 
Kansas  Cavalry.  Our  loss  is  3 killed  and  30  wounded.  The  enemy’s  i 
loss  is  9 prisoners.  The  number  of  their  killed  and  wounded  is  un- 
known, but  must  be  heavy. 

As  discrimination  is  impossible  where  all  are  brave,  I return  my 
heartfelt  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  of  that  command  for  their  gal-  1 


lantry,  energy,  and  perseverance  on  that  trying  occasion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  FOREMAN, 
Major  Third  Indian  Regiment . 

Col.  William  A.  Phillips, 

Commanding  Forces  in  the  Field. 


Chap.  XXXIV.] 


ATTACK  ON  HELENA,  ARK. 


383 


JULY  3,  1863. — Scout  from  Salem,  Mo.,  and  skirmish. 

Report  of  Lieut.  William  G.  Bangs , Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Salem,  Mo.,  July  3,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  of  the  scout  that  I had 
command  of  this  day. 

I left  this  place  this  morning  with  18  men  of  Company  D,  Fifth  Beg- 
iment  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  and  marched  4 miles  southeast, 
where  I came  upon  a trail  where  horsemen  had  lately  been.  I followed 
it  in  a northerly  direction  about  12  miles  through  the  brush,  when  I 
came  upon  14  bushwhackers  grazing  their  horses.  I ordered  an  attack. 
The  men  charged  in  splendid  style,  leaving  10  of  the  enemy  dead  on 
the  ground  and  capturing  10  horses,  without  any  loss  on  our  side. 

I learned  from  one  of  the  dying  men  that  they  were  a part  of  Colonel 
Freeman’s  command,  under  Captain  Lamb,  and  that  they  were  going 
after  salt  to  Captain  Lamb’s  father,  who  lived  on  the  Maramec  Biver, 
and  that  the  salt  was  brought  from  Bolla  by  the  women  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. He  also  stated  that  Colonel  Freeman  was  on  the  other  side 
of  Jack’s  Ford,  of  Current  Biver,  with  300  men,  but  could  not  cross  on 
account  of  high  water $ that  Captain  Lamb’s  men  had  swam  the  river. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  C.  BANGS, 

First  Lieut.,  Gomdg.  Company  D,  Fifth  Regt.  M.  8.  M.  Cav. 

Capt.  Samuel  B.  Bichardson, 

Commanding  Salem , Mo. 


JULY  4,  1863. — Attack  on  Helena,  Ark. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlhut,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Sixteenth  Army 
Corps. 

No.  2. — Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  M.  Prentiss,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  East- 
ern Arkansas. 

No.  3. — Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Salomon,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Thirteenth  Division, 
Thirteenth  Army  Corps. 

No.  4. — Col.  Samuel  A.  Rice,  Thirty-third  Iowa  Infantry,  commanding  Second  Bri- 
gade. 

No.  5. — Col.  Thomas  H.  Benton,  jr.,  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry. 

No.  6. — Lieut.  Col.  Cyrus  H.  Mackey,  Thirty-third  Iowa  Infantry. 

No.  7. — Col.  Charles  W.  Kittredge,  Thirty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry. 

No.  8. — Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Heath,  Thirty-third  Missouri  Infantry. 

No.  9. — Capt.  John  G.  Hudson,  Thirty-third  Missouri  Infantry. 

No.  10. — Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  N.  Pace,  First  Indiana  Cavalry,  Clayton's  brigade. 

No.  11. — Lieut.  Melvil  C.  Wright,  Third  Iowa  Battery. 

No.  12. — Lieut.  John  O’Connell,  Battery  K,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery. 

No.  13. — Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Trans-Mississippi 
Department. 

No.  14. — Lieut.  Gen.  Theophilus  H,  Holmes,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of 
Arkansas. 
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No.  15. — Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division. 

No.  16. — Brig.  Gen.  Dandridge  McRae,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  brigade. 

No.  17. — Brig.  Gen.  M.  Monroe  Parsons,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  brigade. 

No.  18. — Brig.  Gen.  J.  F.  Fagan,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  brigade. 

No.  19. — Col.  A.  T.  Hawthorn,  Arkansas  Infantry. 

No.  20. — Col.  W.  H.  Brooks,  Thirty-fourth  Arkansas  Infantry. 

No.  21. — Col.  J.  P.  King,  Thirty-fifth  Arkansas  Infantry. 

No.  22. — Maj.  T.  H.  Blacknall,  Thirty-seventh  Arkansas  Infantry. 

No.  29. — Brig.  Gen.  L.  M.  Walker,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division. 

No.  24. — Col.  Robert  C.  Newton,  Fifth  Arkansas  Cavalry. 

No.  25. — Col.  Archibald  S.  Dobbin,  Arkansas  Cavalry. 

No.  26. — Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division. 

No.  27. — Findings  of  Court  of  Inquiry  in  case  of  Brig.  Gen.  Dandridge  McRae. 

No.  28. — Estimate  of  troops  in  Trans-Mississippi  Department  after  battle  of  Helena. 
No.  29. — Surg.  W.  M.  McPheeters,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj . Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut , TJ.  S.  Army , commanding  Six- 
teenth Army  Corps. 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  5, 1863— noon. 

Prentiss  was  attacked  in  force  by  rebels  under  Holmes  and  Price  at 
Helena  yesterday.  He  estimates  the  force  at  15,000.  I think  9,000  will 
cover  their  strength.  Prentiss  sustained  their  attack  until  3 p.  m.from 
daylight,  when  the  rebels  were  repulsed  at  all  points,  leaving  1,200  pris- 
oners. Their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  about  500  to  600.  Prentiss 
lost  about  60.  He  has  already  sent  me  860  prisoners,  which  I send  to 
Alton  to-day  on  the  Silver  Moon.  He  has  asked  re-enforcements.  I have 
sent  him  the  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  Illinois.  I cannot  spare  any 
more.  The  enemy  is  picketing  everything  south  of  my  line,  and  seems 
strong.  I have  no  fear  of  my  position,  unless  Joe  Johnst  on  turns  north ; 
but  am  unable  to  spare  men  from  Memphis,  which  I hold  with  an  effect- 
ive force,  not  4,000  strong.  Ten  days  will  determine  all  questions  as  to 
Vicksburg,  and  with  its  fall  will  come  comparative  quiet  on  my  line. 
There  are  some  1,500,  and  all  is  irregular  cavalry  north  of  this,  whom  I 
will  look  after  as  soon  as  I get  time.  They  are  reported  to  have  cap- 
tured a detachment,  perhaps  150,  of  Asbotffs  cavalry. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major- G enera  7,  Common  ding. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief. 

ADDENDA. 

Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena , Ark.,  July  6,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General  : I feel  under  obligations  to  you  for  the  re-enforcements 
you  so  kindly  sent  me  yesterday.  1 am  already  receiving  valuable  aid 
from  them,  although  the  attack  has  not  been  renewed.  I am  satisfied 
the  enemy  is  retiring.  His  cavalry  made  a demonstration  yesterday 
afternoon,  but  I am  of  opinion  it  was  merely  a feint  to  cover  a general 
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retreat.  I am  this  morning  sending  out  a reconnaissance  in  force.  I 
learn  that  the  forces  which  attacked  me  consisted  of  the  entire  availa- 
ble forces  of  the  enemy  in  Arkansas. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  M.  PEENTISS, 

Major-General. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  M.  Prentiss , U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
District  of  Pastern  Arkansas. 

Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena,  July  4,  1863 — 10.30  a.  m. 

General  : We  have  been  hard  pressed  since  daylight  by  the  combined 
forces  of  Price,  Holmes,  Marmaduke,  Parsons,  Carter,  Dobbin,  and  com- 
pany. Thus  far  we  have  held  our  own,  and  have  captured  several  hun- 
dred prisoners,  whom  I send  to  you  by  Major  [Edward]  Wright,  of  the 
Twenty-fourth  Iowa,  on  board  the  steamer  Tycoon.  The  enemy  are 
now  evidently  preparing  for  a renewed  attack  in  force.  I wish  you,  by 
all  means,  to  send  me  re-enforcements.  The  enemy  is  in  superior  force, 
but  I shall  do  my  best  to  hold  them  in  check  till  re-enforcements  arrive. 
Send  also  another  gunboat,  if  possible.  The  Tyler  has  done  good  service 
to-day,  but  I need  more.  I trust  I may  have  help  from  you  at  once,  so 
that  we  may  punish  the  rebel  forces  in  Arkansas  in  earnest. 

In  great  haste,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  M.  PRENTISS, 

Major-General. 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps . 

P • S. — Please  send  also  ordnance  stores  as  per  inclosed  memorandum, 
)r  as  much  of  them  as  possible.  Send  the  shell  in  particular. 


Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena,  July  4,  1863*'"  * 3 p.  m. 

General:  We  have  repulsed  the  enemy  at  every  point,  and  our 
.oldiers  are  now  collecting  their  wounded.  We  have  taken  in  all  1,200 
>risoners,  and  their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  will  reach  500  or  600. 
3ut,  although  the  rebels  are  badly  whipped,  there  is  no  doubt  whatever 
hat  they  will  renew  the  attack  at  an  early  moment,  and  that  they  are 
low  massing  their  troops  for  that  purpose.  My  force  is  inferior  to  the 
ebels,  and  is  much  weakened  by  the  action.  I trust,  therefore,  that  the 
e-enforcements  I wrote  you  for  this  morning  may  be  promptly  for- 
warded, and  that  the  ammunition  also  may  reach  me  in  due  season. 
Wth  the  aid  I expect  from  you  and  the  gunboats,  the  rebel  army  may 
>e  severely  beaten.  The  Tyler  has  been  to-day  a valuable  auxiliary, 
md  I depend  much  on  the  assistance  of  another  gunboat. 

I remain,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  M.  PRENTISS, 

^ „ Major-General . 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena , July  4,  1863 — 7.30  p.  m. 

General:  The  enemy  have  not  yet  renewed  the  attack  of  this  morn- 
ing. Their  loss  is  much  greater  than  represented  in  my  previous  dis- 
patches. Their  dead  and  wounded  strewed  the  bluffs  in  every  direc- 
tion after  the  action.  Our  loss  is,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  40 
killed  and  from  100  to  125  wounded.*  We  are  ready  for  a renewed 
attack,  should  the  enemy  see  fit  to  make  it,  and  we  shall  do  our  best  to 
hold  him  at  bay  in  that  event.  Our  men  have  done  nobly  to-day,  and 
can  be  depended  upon  to  the  full  extent  of  our  abilities. 

The  gunboat  Covington  is  here.  With  a few  more  troops  we  can  hold 
the  place  against  any  force  they  may  bring. 

I am,  general,  very  truly,  yours, 

B.  M.  PRENTISS, 

Major-General. 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 


Helena,  Ark.,  July  5, 1863. 

Via  Cairo , III.,  July  10. 

We  encountered  the  enemy,  15,000  strong,  under  Generals  Holmes, 
Price,  Marmaduke,  and  others,  on  the  morning  of  July  4,  and  whipped 
them  handsomely.  We  have  captured  1,000  prisoners,  1,200  stand  of 
arms,  and  2 colors.  Our  total  loss  will  not  exceed  250.*  The  enemy’s 
loss  is  very  heavy,  not  less  than  2,500  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 

B.  M.  PRENTISS, 

Major-General,  j 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief. 

Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena , Ark.,  July  5,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy’s  forces,  esti- 
mated  at  from  15,000  to  18,000  strong,  under  Lieutenant-General  Holmes 
and  Generals  Price,  Marmaduke,  and  others,  attacked  our  lines  heavily 
at  3 a.  m.  of  July  4.  The  engagement  lasted  till  10.30  a.  m.,  when  the 
enemy  retreated,  having  been  repulsed  at  every  point  with  severe  loss, 
and  leaving  hundreds  of  his  killed  and  wounded  on  the  battle-field.  Oc- 
casional skirmishing  continued  till  1 or  2 p.  in.,  but  the  attack  in  force 
has  not  been  renewed. 

We  have  taken  1,000  prisoners,  about  1,200  stand  of  arms,  and  2 
colors^  Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  about  250.*  The  loss  of  the 
enemy  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  as  near  as  we  can  ascertain,  is 
about  2,500. 

The  soldiers  of  my  command,  numbering  about  4,000  effective  men, 
are  entitled  to  all  credit  for  their  determined  and  successful  defense  of 
this  post.  Their  bravery  and  gallantry  have  not,  I think,  been  sur-  -i 
passed  in  this  war. 

The  gunboat  Tyler  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  this  action.  The 
Covington  has  since  arrived,  and  I Jiave  applied  to  General  Hurlbut  1 
for  re- enforcements,  as  the  enemy  is  still  in  superior  force,  and  is  still 
in  the  vicinity,  supposed  to  be  massing  his  troops  for  a renewed  attack.! 

* But  see  revised  statement,  pp.  390,  39L 
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I will  forward  a more  detailed  report  as  soon  as  particulars  can  be 
received  from  the  various  parts  of  the  command.  You  can  rely  upon  my 
sparing-  no  exertions  or  precautions  to  hold  this  point. 

I am,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  M.  FBENTISS, 

Major-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Tennessee . 


Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena , Arlc.,  July  6,  1863—8  p.  m. 

. General  : 1 had  the  honor  to  forward  yesterday  a preliminary  report 
of  the  result  of  the  attack  on  this  place  by  the  enemy’s  force,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  assisted  by  Generals  Price,  Mar- 
maduke,  Parsons,  and  others. 

I have  the  honor  to  report  now  that  the  enemy  has  not  renewed  the 
attack,  and  that  our  victory  is  complete  and  finak  Our  list  of  prisoners 
already  exceeds  1,100,  and  among  them  are  several  field  and  line  officers. 

The  enemy  succeeded  in  taking  away  some  of  his  killed  and  wounded, 
but  we  have  already  buried  nearly  300  of  his  killed,  and  have  captured 
more  than  that  number  of  his  severely  wounded. 

Our  own  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  will  not  exceed  250. 

I sent  out  a small  reconnoitering  party  to-day,  which  came  up  with  a 
small  party  of  the  enemy’s  rear  guard  some  6 miles  out.  This  party 
reports  the  enemy  as  admitting  to  the  inhabitants  along  the  line  of  his 
retreat  that  he  had  met  with  a severe  repulse.  His  wounded  are  found 
in  whatever  direction  we  search.  The  party,  to-day  paroled  over  100  at 
one  place.,  The  enemy  is  evidently  very  much  demoralized,  and  I much 
regret  that  the  number  and  condition  of  my  small  force  will  not  warrant 
a pursuit. 

I will  forward  a detailed  report  as  soon  as  reports  are  received  from 
subordinate  commanders. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 


Maj.  Gen.  IJ.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Department  of  Tennessee. 


B.  M.  PBENTISS, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena , Ark.,  July  9,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  detailed  report 
of  the  battle  of  Helena : 

In  addition  to  the  vague  rumors  that  have  been  floating  in  the  public 
press  for  several  weeks  past,  I had  been  informed  by  trusty  scouts  that 
the  enemy  was  collecting  his  forces  with  the  evident  intention  of  making 
a demonstration  at  some  point  on  this  side  of  the  river.  Conceiving  that 
Helena  might  be  attacked  sooner  or  later,  I omitted  no  precaution  and 
spared  no  labor  to  add  to  and  strengthen  its  defenses.  To  this  end  I 
caused  rifle-pits  to  be  dug,  substantial  breastworks  to  be  thrown  up, 
ind  tour  outlying  batteries  to  be  erected  in  commanding  positions  on 
the  blufls  west  of  the  town,  and  designated  respectively  from  right  to 
teft  (north  and  south)  by  the  letters  A,  B,  C,  and  D. 
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For  ten  days  previous  to  the  battle,  indications  of  a premeditated  at- 
tack on  this  place  began  to  multiply ; citizens  from  the  country  were  not 
permitted  to  come  to  our  lines ; disaffected  residents  were  unusually  re- 
served, and  the  enemy’s  pickets  werei>ushed  forward  and  strengthened. 
Advised  of  the  character  of  one  of  the  principal  generals  said  to  be  in 
this  vicinity,  I expected  the  attack,  if  one  was  to  be  made,  would  be 
sudden,  and  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning.  It  was,  therefore,  ordered, 
a week  previous  to  the  battle,  that  the  entire  garrison  should  be  up  and 
under  arms  at  2.30  o’clock  each  morning.  Wednesday  night  I learned 
definitely  that  the  enemy  had  collected  a large  force  at  Spring  Greek, 
distant  some  15  miles  from  Helena,  and  that  an  attack  would  not  be 
long  delayed.  Arrangements  had  been  made  by  my  patriotic  regimental 
commanders  for  celebrating  in  a fit  and  becoming  manner  the  approach- 
ing anniversary  of  our  National  Independence.  In  view  of  the  length 
of  line  to  be  defended  by  so  small  a number  of  troops,  it  was  deemed 
imprudent  to  permit  the  garrison  to  be  assembled  en  masse , and  on  Fri- 
day, therefore,  orders  were  issued  prohibiting  a general  celebration  on 
the  following  day.  Events  justified  these  precautions. 

On  Saturday  morning,  July  4,  at  3 o’clock,  my  pickets  were  attacked 
by  the  enemy’s  skirmishers.  They  made  an  obstinate  resistance,  hold- 
ing the  enemy  well  in  check  until  4 o’clock,  when  they  reached  over  rifle- 
pits  and  breastworks,’ and  joined  their  respective  regiments,  which  before 
this  time  had  assumed  their  designated  positions  in  the  intrenchments.  j 
The  attack  was  now  commenced  in  earnest,  in  front  and  on  the  right  : 
flank ; but  the  enemy,  although  assured  by  liis  overwhelming  numbers 
of  a speedy  victory,  were  driven  back  again  and  again.  For  four  hours  ; 
the  battle  raged  furiously,  the  enemy  gaining  little,  if  any,  advantage.  1 
Now,  however,  the  attack  in  front  became  more  furious ; the  enemy 
covered  every  hill-top,  swarmed  in  every  ravine,  but  seemed  to  be  mass- 
ing his  force  more  particularly  against  Battery  C.  I now  signaled  the  ; 
gunboat  Tyler,  the  only  one  at  hand,  Lieutenant  Commander  Pritchett 
commanding,  to  open  fire  in  that  direction.  The  enemy  (Parsons’  and 
McBae’s  brigades),  nothing  daunted  by  the  concentrated  fire  from  Fort 
Curtis,  Batteries  B,  C,  and  D,  the  Tyler,  and  all  the  infantry  I could  bring 
to  their  support,  and  led,  as  I since  learn,  by  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  j 
and  Major-General  Price  in  person,  charged  upon  Battery  C.  Twice  j 
they  were  repulsed,  but  the  third  time,  exhibiting  a courage  and  des- 
peration rarely  equaled,  they  succeeded  in  driving  my  small  force  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet  and  capturing  the  battery.  Dividing  his 
forces,  and  sending  a part,  as  a feint,  to  menace  Fort  Curtis,  the 
enemy  then  assaulted  Battery  D,  to  reach  which  they  must  pass 
through  a deep  ravine  and  encounter  a heavy  cross-fire.  The  enemy  ' 
faltered,  seeing  which  the  men  in  Battery  D,  and  those  behind  the 
breastworks,  and  in  the  rifle-pits  supporting  it,  sallied  forth,  and,  sur- 
rounding more  than  three  times  their  number,  brought  them  off  prison-  J 
ers.  Not  to  be  outdone  by  their  comrades,  the  men  who  had  been  sup-  j 
porting  Battery  C,  assisted  by  a detachment  (dismounted)  from  the  j 
First  Indiana  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  [T.  N.J  j" 
Pace,  gallantly  charged  upon  the  enemy  in  Battery  C,  retaking  it,  and  ;i 
capturing  as  well  a large  number  of  prisoners.  This  was  about  10 
o’clock.  I immediately  dispatched  two  of  my  aides  to  carry  this  infor-  j 
mation  to  Colonels  [S.  A.]  Eice  and  [Powell]  Clayton,  who,  with  the 
remnants  of  two  small  brigades,  were  holding  the  enemy  in  check  on 
the  right  flank,  where  the  attack  was  only  less  severe  and  successful 
than  it  had  been  in  front.  At  10.30  it  became  evident  that  the  enemy 
was  withdrawing  his  forces ; but,  unaware  how  severely  he  had  been  pun- 


Chap.  XXXIV.] 


389 


ATTACK  ON  HELENA,  ARK. 

islied,  and  learning  somewhat  of  the  strength  of  his  forces  from  prison- 
ers, I could  but  believe  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  massing  and  attack- 
ing my  left  flank,  which  I considered  the  weakest  point.  The  attack 
was  not  resumed,  however,  and,  summing  up  the  enemy’s  loss  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  xmsoners,  I am  no  longer  surprised.  Skirmishing  to 
cover  a retreat  was  kept  up  until  2 p.  m.,  at  which  hour  all  firing- 
ceased. 

In  the  order  published  to  his  troops  on  the  23d  of  June  ultimo,  Gen- 
eral Holmes  says,  u The  invaders  have  been  driven  from  every  point  in 
Arkansas  save  one — Helena.  We  go  to  retake  it.”  I am  happy  to  be 
able  to  say  that  the  attempt  to  haul  down  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  on  the 
4th  of  July,  was  an  ignominious  failure.  In  short,  sir,  my  whole  com 
mand  not  only  succeeded  in  repulsing  the  enemy’s  attack,  and  thus  hold- 
ing Helena,  which,  if  I mistake  not,  is  all  that  was  expected  of  it,  but, 
in  addition,  administered  to  the  enemy  as  severe  punishment  as  he  ever 
received  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  this,  too,  with  a loss  to  itself  so 
small  as  to  seem  almost  miraculous,  as  will  sufficiently  appear  from  the 
following  statistics: 

My  whole  force  numbered — 


Infantry : 

Commissioned  officers - 162 

Enlisted  men 2,966 


Cavalry : 

Commissioned  officers 
Enlisted  men 


Artillery : 

Commissioned  officers 4 

Enlisted  men 166 

Total 4, 129 


The  enemy’s  force,  from  the  best  information  I can  obtain  from  pris- 
oners and  deserters,  consisted  of  eight  brigades,  formed  out  of  thirty- 
seven  regiments,  and  numbered,  at  a low  estimate,  in  aggregate  15,000 
men,  and  was  commanded  by  one  lieutenant-general  (Holmes),  one  major- 
general  (Price),  and  seven  brigadier-generals. 

My  troops  lost  in — 

Killed : 

Commissioned  officers 
Enlisted  men 

Wounded : 

Commissioned  officers 
Enlisted  men 


Missing : 

Enlisted  men 36 


Total  * 220 


We  have  buried  of  the  enemy’s  killed,  at  least 400 

Of  wounded  and  since  dead 27 

Paroled  of  his  wounded 108 

Sent  North  wounded 212 

Remaining  at  Helena  wounded 7 

Sent  North  as  prisoners,  in  addition  to  wounded 727 

Remaining  in  Helena 47 


The  enemy’s  surgeons  admit  a loss  in  wounded  ranging  from  1,200 
to  1,500.  His  total  loss,  therefore,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners, 

* But  see  revised  statement,  pp.  391,  392. 
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cannot  be  less  than  2,500.  We  have  also  captured  2 colors  and  nearly 
2,000  stand  of  arms.  My  thanks,  as  well  as  those  of  the  nation  at 
large,  are  due  Brig.  Gen.  F.  Salomon,  who  commanded  the  Thirteenth 
Division,  Thirteenth  Army  Corps,  in  the  temporary  absence  of  Briga- 
dier-General Boss,  and  to  whom  had  been  assigned  the  special  super- 
vision of  the  defenses  of  Helena;  to  Col.  William  E.  McLean,  Forty- 
third  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade,  who  held  the  left 
flank,  and  rendered  very  efficient  service  on  the  left  wing  of  the  center, 
about  Batteries  C and  D ; to  Colonels  [S.  A.]  Bice,  Thirty-third  Iowa  In- 
fantry, commanding  Second  Brigade,  and  [Powell]  Clayton,  Fifth  Kansas 
Cavalry,  commanding  cavalry  brigade,  who  held  the  right  flank;  to  one 
and  all  the  officers  and  men  composing  the  garrison  of  Helena,  and  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  Pritchett  and  the  men  under  his  command  for 
very  timely  and  efficient  co-operation.  The  guns  in  Fort  Curtis  and  Bat- 
teries A,  B,  C,  and  D,  were  handled  with  great  precision  and  success  by 
the  Thirty-third  Missouri  Infantry. 

The  members  of  my  personal  staff  were  efficient  and  tireless  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties.  The  result  shows  that  all  did  well,  and  are 
entitled  to  honorable  mention. 

My  command  consisted  of  the  following  regiments  and  batteries : 
Forty-third  Indiana  Infantry,  Twenty-eighth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  Thir- 
ty-third Iowa  Infantry,  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry,  Thirty-fifth  Mis- 
souri Infantry,  Thirty-third  Missouri  Infantry,  Thirty-sixth  Iowa  In- 
fantry, Third  Iowa,  Battery  K,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  consti- 
tuting the  Thirteenth  Division,  Thirteenth  Army  Corps ; Fifth  Kansas 
Cavalry  and  First  Indiana  Cavalry,  constituting  the  cavalry  brigade ; 
and  the  Second  Begiment  of  Arkansas  Volunteers  of  African  descent. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  M.  PBENTISS, 

Major-General . 

Lieut.  Col.  John  A.  Bawlins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Tennessee. 


Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  M.  Prentiss,  in 
the  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4, 1863. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  list  of  casualties,  returns,  &c.] 


Command. 


THIRTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS 

THIRTEENTH  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Salomon, 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  William  E.  McLean. 

43d  Indiana 

28tli  Wisconsin 

35th  Missouri 

Total  First  Brigade 
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Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces,  c . — Continued. 


Officers  Killed.— Lieuts.  Joseph  W.  Brooks  and  Adam  B.  Smith,  Thirty-third 
Missouri,  and  Lieut.  Daniel  N.  Onions,  Thirty-fifth  Missouri. 


Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena , Ark.,  July  9, 1863. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron : 

Admiral  : I take  pleasure  in  transmitting  to  yon  my  testimony  con- 
cerning the  valuable  assistance  rendered  me  during  the  battle  at  this 
place  on  the  4th  instant  by  Lieut.  Commander  James  M.  Pritchett,  of 
the  gunboat  Tyler.  I assure  you,  sir,  that  he  not  only  acquitted  him- 
self with  honor  and  distinction  during  the  engagement  proper,  but  with 
a zeal  and  patience  as  rare  as  they  are  commendable.  When  informed 
of  the  probabilities  of  an  attack  on  this  place,  he  lost  no  time  and  spared 
no  labor  to  make  himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  topography 
of  the  surrounding  country,  and  I attribute  not  a little  of  our  success  in 
the  late  battle  to  his  full  knowledge  of  the  situation  and  his  skill  in 
adapting  the  means  within  his  command  to  the  end  to  be  obtained. 
Nor  can  I refrain  from  mentioning  that,  after  the  engagement,  and 
while  we  were  expecting  a renewal  of  the  attack,  Commander  Pritchett, 
commanding  a division  of  your  fleet,  was  unusually  efficient  in  procur- 
ing timely  re-enforcements.  Permit  me  to  add,  sir,  that  I can  conceive 
of  no  case  wherein  promotion  would  he  more  worthily  bestowed  than  in 
the  case  of  Commander  Pritchett,  and  it  will  afford  me  much  pleasure 
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to  learn  that  his  services  have  received  a proper  reward.  I write  this 
communication,  sir,  quite  unsolicited,  and  without  the  knowledge  of 
, Commander  Pritchett. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

B.  M.  PEENTISS, 

Major-General. 

— 

No.  3. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Salomon , TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  Thir- 
teenth Division , Thirteenth  Army  Corps. 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Helena , Ark.,  July  4,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  attacked  our 
lines  at  3 a.  m.  to-day,  in  force,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-General 
Holmes  and  General  Price,  18,000  strong,  and  was  repulsed  everywhere 
with  heavy  loss.  The  engagement  lasted  until  10.30  a.  in.,  when  the 
enemy  retreated,  leaving  his  killed  and  wounded  on  the  battle-field. 
We  have  taken  800  prisoners,  about  1,000  stand  of  arms,  and  2 colors. 
Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  143.  The  loss  of  the  enemy,  as  far  as 
ascertained,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  is  2,000. 

The  bravery  and  valor  displayed  by  officers  and  men  of  my  gallant 
little  command  stands  unparalleled. 

My  detailed  report  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  the  reports  of  bri- 
gade and  battery  commanders  can  be  obtained. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  SALOMON, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Major-General  Prentiss, 

Commanding  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas. 


Hdqrs.  Thirteenth  Div.,  Thirteenth  Army  Corps, 

Helena,  July  6, 1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

Anticipating  an  attack  by  a superior  force,  I ordered  the  whole  com- 
mand to  be  under  arms  and  on  their  designated  places  before  daybreak 
every  morning  several  days  before  the  4th. 

At  3 a.  m.  on  the  4th  of  July,  our  whole  lines  were  attacked,  simul- 
taneously, by  the  enemy,  18,000  to  20,000  strong,  and  under  command 
of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  General  Price,  Generals  Marmaduke, 
McKae,  and  others.  The  attack  was  repulsed,  but  again  and  again 
came  their  legions  ringing  the  air  with  their  wild  yells. 

At  about  5 a.  m.  a heavy  fog  came  on,  so  thick  that  I could  not  see 
the  batteries  from  the  fort.  Under  cover  of  this  fog,  the  enemy  massed 
his  troops  in  front  of  Batteries  C and  D.  I immediately  re-enforced 
these  points  by  a portion  of  the  Forty-third  Indiana  and  the  First  In- 
diana Cavalry  (dismounted),  and  ordered  two  companies  of  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Wisconsin  in  the  valley  west  of  Fort  Curtis. 

Battery  D was  attacked  four  times,  and  the  enemy  repulsed  every 
time  with  great  slaughter.  Battery  C was  taken  on  the  third  assault. 
Exi>ecting  the  enemy  to  attack  Fort  Curtis  now,  I ordered  one  piece  of 
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Hayden’s  battery  in  front  of  the  ravine,  near  the  nunnery,  together  with 
five  companies  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Missouri  Infantry,  while  I opened  upon 
them  from  Fort  Curtis.  The  enemy,  checked  in  their  advance  and  sub- 
jected to  a murderous  fire  from  the  fort  and  the  gunboat  Tyler,  were 
either  kiUed  or  taken  prisoners.  Soon  afterward,  Battery  C was  retaken, 
together  with  the  guns.  General  Holmes  commanded  here  in  person. 

On  the  left  of  our  line,  Colonel  McLean  commanding,  the  enemy  was 
prevented  from  holding  their  battery  in  position  by  our  Parrott  guns 
on  the  levee,  and  the  enemy  refused  to  charge  in  face  of  our  guns  and 
gunboat.  The  right  of  our  line,  commanded  by  Colonel  [S.  A.]  Rice, 
and  the  extreme  right,  commanded  by  Colonel  [Powell]  Clayton,  held 
their  ground,  against  heavy  forces  and  artillery,  without  losing  an  inch. 

At  10.30  a.  in.,  after  a continuous  and  desperate  fight  of  seven  and  a 
half  hours,  the  enemy  fell  back  to  come  no  more,  leaving  their  dead  and 
wounded  on  the  battle-field. 

We  have  taken  800  prisoners,  amongst  whom  are  many  field  and  line 
officers,  besides  about  500  wounded ; but  the  houses  near  the  line  of  the 
retreating  enemy  are  reported  to  be  filled  with  them.  The  number  dead 
and  buried  on  the  battle-field  will  be  near  400.  I estimate  their  loss 
at  3,000  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  We  have  taken  two  colors 
and  a large  quantity  of  arms.  Our  loss  will  appear  on  the  schedule 
attached.* 

Where  every  one  fought  so  nobly  and  well,  it  would  be  injustice  to 
mention  some  for  meritorious  conduct.  The  accompanying  reports  of 
the  brigade,  regimental,  and  battery  commanders,  to  which  I respect- 
fully refer,  will  show  whose  good  fortune  it  was  to  be  in  a position  where 
they  could  do  more  service  than  others.  I further  attach  a map,  show- 
ing our  first  position  and  fortifications.! 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  SALOMON, 

Brigadier - General , Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  M.  Prentiss, 

Commanding  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas. 

* Embodied  in  statement  on  pp.  390,  391.  t See  p.  394. 
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No.  4. 

Report  of  Col.  Samuel  A.  Rice , Thirty-third  Iowa  Infantry , commanding 

Second  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  Thirteenth  Division, 
Thirteenth  Army  Corps,  Dept,  of  Tennessee, 

Helena , Ark .,  July  7,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Second  Brigade  in  the  action  of  the  4th  instant : 

The  Thirty- third  Missouri  Infantry  were  stationed  at  Fort  Curtis  and 
at  Batteries  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  which  covered  your  entire  line  of  defense. 
At  all  of  these  points  they  manned  the  artillery,  and  also  had  a reserve 
who  acted  as  sharpshooters.  The  Thirty-third  Iowa  Infantry  was  or- 
dered to  report  to  Fort  Curtis,  opposite  the  center  of  your  line,  at  day- 
break, so  that,  in  case  of  an  attack,  they  might  readily  be  thrown  to  the 
support  of  either  wing  or  the  center  of  your  line.  At  4 a.  m.  the  enemy, 
in  heavy  force,  drove  in  our  pickets,  and  opened  the  engagement  on 
Batteries  A,  C,  and  D.  The  Thirty-third  Iowa  was  promptly,  in  com- 
pliance with  your  orders,  moved  into  the  rifle-pits  in  front  and  flanking 
Batteries  C and  D,  with  a small  portion  acting  as  a reserve,  who  were 
posted  so  as  to  command  the  ravine  between  these  batteries.  Three 
companies  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Iowa  were  sent  at  once  to  support  Battery 
A,  and  took  possession  of  the  rifle-pits,  flanking  it.  The  Twenty-ninth 
Iowa,  with  a reserve  from  the  Thirty-sixth,  was  ordered  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  sides  of  the  bluffs,  on  the  east  side,  and  a short  distance  in 
front  of  Battery  A,  extending  down  to  the  Sterling  road,  and  drive  the 
enemy  from  the  crests  of  the  hills  which  they  already  had  occupied. 
On  Batteries  C and  D the  main  assault  of  the  enemy  was  made.  They 
hurled  regiment  after  regiment  in  close  column  against  the  works,  but 
were  gallantly  repulsed  at  Battery  D,  and  only  after  a severe  and 
bloody  conflict  took  Battery  0,  driving  our  forces  before  them,  but  they 
promptly  rallied  and  formed  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill.  The  artillery 
from  Batteries  A,  B,  and  D,  together  with  Fort  Curtis,  commanding 
Battery  C,  was  opened  upon  the  enemy,  and  after  a severe  cannonad- 
ing, assisted  by  a galling  fire  from  our  infantry,  they  were  driven  back 
with  a heavy  loss,  and  the  battery  retaken.  The  heavy  loss  sustained 
by  the  Thirty-third  Missouri  and  the  Thirty-third  Iowa  on  this  portion 
of  the  field  fully  attests  their  undoubted  courage.  While  the  engage- 
ment was  thus  progressing  in  the  center,  the  enemy  were  also  concen- 
trating a heavy  fire  on  the  right  wing,  which  had  been  assigned  to  my 
command.  They  had  planted  a battery  within  400  yards  of  Battery  A, 
but  protected  from  its  fire  by  a point  of  the  hill.  From  the  concen- 
trated fire  of  the  First  Indiana  Battery  (light  artillery),  and  a section 
of  the  Third  Iowa  Battery,  under  Lieutenant  Wright,  assisted  by  our 
sharpshooters  and  a severe  fire  along  the  entire  line,  the  enemy  were 
compelled  to  withdraw  their  guns  with  a severe  loss.  On  this  portion 
of  our  line  the  enemy  had,  besides  their  artillery,  a brigade  of  four  reg- 
iments of  infantry  and  a brigade  of  cavalry,  under  General  Marmaduke, 
and  at  all  points  outnumbered  us  at  least  four  to  one,  according  to  their 
own  estimates.  The  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  acted 
with  the  utmost  coolness  and  bravery,  and  steadily  gained  ground  from 
the  first  onset.  The  Thirty-sixth  Iowa  behaved  in  a manner  worthy  of 
all  commendation.  They  were  promptly  moved  to  the  relief  of  the 
Twenty-ninth  Iowa,  and  drove  by  their  well-directed  fire  the  enemy 
before  them,  occupying  the  crests  of  the  hills.  The  enemy  could  re- 
peatedly be  heard  trying  to  rally  their  columns  for  the  purpose  of  charg- 


396* 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXlY. 


ing  on  our  line,  and  were  only  prevented  by  the  continuous  fire  of  our 
line,  assisted  by  a heavy  and  well-directed  cross-fire  from  our  artillery 
and  the  rifle-pits.  The  Thirty-third  Missouri,  manning  the  guns  in  the 
various  batteries  along  the  entire  line,  was  at  all  points,  exposed  to 
the  hottest  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  their 
bravery  and  efficiency. 

The  heavy  loss  sustained  by  the  enemy  fully  attests  the  bravery,  the 
discipline,  and  the  efficiency  of  your  entire  command.  There  was  taken 
by  my  command  several  hundred  prisoners.  We  have  buried  156  of 
the  enemy.  There  were  also  taken  three  stand  of  colors  and  several 
hundred  stand  of  arms.  The  rout  of  the  enemy  was  complete  at  all 
points.  The  loss  in  my  command  was  45  killed,  96  wounded,  and  30 
missing.*  A full  report  of  the  above  from  each  regiment  I append 
hereto.  As  a portion  of  my  brigade,  the  Thirty-third  Iowa  and  part  of 
the  Thirty-third  Missouri,  were  in  another  part  of  the  field  from  that 
assigned  to  my  command,  and  acted  more  immediately  under  your  own 
observation,  I trust,  in  case  I have  not  been  able  to  present  fully  the 
part  they  took  in  the  action,  that  you  will  supply  the  deficiency  in  your 
official  report. 

A detailed  account  of  the  part  taken  by  the  various  regiments  of  the 
brigade  would  involve  not  only  what  was  done  by  them,  but  by  other 
brigades,  who  bore  an  equally  honorable  part  in  the  entire  engagement, 
and  especially  that  of  Colonel  [P.]  Clayton,  of  the  Fifth  Kansas,  who, 
with  the  First  Indiana  Battery  and  his  cavalry,  bore  an  important  part 
in  the  engagement  on  the  right  of  the  line.  Where  all  did  so  well, 
invidious  distinction  would  be  out  of  place.  If  some  bore  more  con- 
spicuous parts  than  others,  it  was  because  the  position  of  their  own 
commands  placed  them  in  a more  important  position. 

I take  especial  pleasure  in  referring  to  Colonel  [Thomas  H.]  Benton, 
[jr.,J  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Iowa;  Colonel  [C.  W.]  Kittredge,  of  the  Thir- 
ty-sixth Iowa;  Lieutenant-Colonel  [W.  H.J  Heath,  commanding  Thirty- 
third  Missouri;  Lieutenant-Colonel  [C.  H.]  Mackey,  commanding  Thir- 
ty-third Iowa;  Lieutenant-Colonel  [R.  F.]  Patterson,  Twenty-ninth 
Iowa;  Majors  [H.  D.]  Gibson,  [G.  W.]  Yan  Beek,  and  [C.  B.]  Shoe- 
maker, who,  from  their  coolness,  efficiency,  and  daring,  are  worthy  of 
especial  mention.  They  were  at  all  times  at  the  post  of  danger,  cheer- 
ing their  men.  Lieutenant  [J.  F.]  Lacy,  my  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  acted  as  my  aide  during  the  engagement,  and  rode  to  whatever 
part  of  the  field  required  his  presence,  and  afforded  me  assistance  of  the 
most  valuable  character,  and  I take  especial  pleasure  in  referring  to  him. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  A.  RICE, 

Colonel  Thirty-third  Iowa  Infantry , Comdg.  Second  Brigade. 

Capt.  A.  Blocki,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Report  of  Col.  Thomas  H.  Benton,  jr.,  Twenty -ninth  Iowa  Infantry. 


Helena,  Ark.,  July  6, 1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  in  the  engagement  of  the  4th  instant  by  my  regiment : 

My  men  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  at  daylight,  and  at  4.30  a.  m., 


But  see  revised  statement,  p.  391. 
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in  pursuance  of  orders  from  Col.  Samuel  A.  Bice,  commanding  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  we  marched  across  the  bottom  at  double-quick  to  a posi- 
tion on  the  Sterling  road.  Upon  reaching  the  point  designated,  I found 
that  the  enemy  occupied  the  crest  of  the  hills  with  their  skirmishers, 
north  of  Battery  A,  commanding  my  position.  I immediately  sent  for- 
ward two  companies  of  skirmishers  to  dislodge  and  drive  them  back ; 
but  finding  them  too  strongly  posted,  I continued  to  re-enforce  the  line 
until  eight  companies  were  deployed.  In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  had 
placed  a battery  of  two  guns  in  position,  with  which  they  opened  a 
brisk  fire,  and  moved  rapidly  upon  us,  cheering  and  exulting  as  they 
advanced,  being  partially  shielded  from  view  by  a fog,  which  covered 
the  hills  at  that  moment.  Our  skirmishers  met  them  with  a galling  and 
incessant  fire,  under  which  they  gradually  fell  back,  resolutely  contest- 
ing every  inch  of  ground  as  they  retired.  Our  skirmishers  advanced 
steadily  and  cautiously,  and,  having  gained  the  crest  of  the  hills  previ- 
ously occupied  by  the  enemy,  compelled  him  to  abandon  his  guns, 
which,  after  several  ineffectual  attempts,  he  subsequently  recovered, 
and  withdrew,  leaving  one  caisson  on  the  field.  My  men  were  under  a 
severe  fire  for  more  than  five  hours,  and  it  affords  me  the  greatest 
pleasure  to  speak  of  both  officers  and  men  in  terms  of  the  highest  com- 
mendation for  their  coolness  and  bravery  during  the  entire  action.  I 
saw  no  flinching  or  wavering  during  the  day. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  several  of  my  officers  and  quite  a number  of 
my  men,  who  were  excused  from  duty  in  consequence  of  physical  debility, 
left  their  quarters  and  joined  tbeir  respective  companies  when  the  sig- 
nal gun  was  fired. 

Any  invidious  distinctions  among  the  members  of  my  command 
would  not  be  admissible  in  this  report,  but  I would  not  do  justice  to  an 
accomplished  officer  should  I fail  to  acknowledge  the  efficient  services  of 
Lieut.  Col.  B.  F.  Patterson  during  the  action,  and  the  special  obliga- 
tions I am  under  for  the  thorough  instruction  previously  given  by  him 
to  both  officers  and  men  in  the  responsible  duties  and  obligations  of 
the  soldier,  the  importance  of  which  was  so  forcibly  illustrated  on  the 
4th  instant. 

My  regiment  was  promptly  supported  by  the  Thirty-sixth  Iowa  In- 
fantry, commanded  by  Colonel  [C.  W.]  Kittredge,  and  was  relieved  by 
him  a short  time  before  the  enemy  left  the  field. 

The  enemy’s  force  in  front  of  our  line,  so  far  as  I have  been  able  to 
ascertain  from  the  most  reliable  information  within  my  reach,  was  one 
brigade  of  five  regiments  of  infantry,  one  battery,  and  two  regiments  of 
cavalry  in  reserve,  under  command  of  Colonel  [General]  McBae. 

I regret  to  have  to  report  that  during  the  engagement  the  loss  in 
my  regiment  was  7 killed  and  24  wounded,  some  of  them  mortally  (2  of 
whom  have  since  died),  and  many  of  them  severely  wounded,  among 
the  number  some  of  my  best  and  bravest  men.  The  enemy’s  loss  it  is 
not  possible  to  state  definitely,  as  he  succeeded  in  removing  many  of 
them  from  the  field.  We  buried  14  of  his  dead,  and  found  the  graves 
of  17  more  buried  by  himself,  and  brought  1 of  his  wounded  from  the 
field. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 
THOMAS  H.  BENTON,  Jr., 

Colonel  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry . 

Col.  Samuel  a.  Bice, 

Comdg.  Second  Brig.,  Thirteenth  Division , Thirteenth  Corps, 
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No.  6. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Cyrus  H.  Mackey , Thirty-third  Iowa  Infantry. 

Helena,  Ark.,  July  6, 1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Thirty-third  Regiment  Iowa  Infantry  in  the  battle  at  this 
post  on  the  4th  instant: 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  July,  in  compliance  with  orders  issued 
from  brigade  headquarters,  I formed  the  regiment  in  line  and  marched 
them  to  Fort  Curtis,  arriving  there  at  2.30  a.  m.  Shortly  after  3 
o’clock  firing  commenced  on  the  part  of  the  picket  line  occupied  by 
my  regiment,  it  being  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  Little  Rock  road. 
At  4 a.  m.  I received  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Salomon  to  move 
my  regiment  to  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  the  said  road,  and  from  that  place 
to  re-enforce  Batteries  C and  D when  attacked.  I had  no  sooner  arrived 
at  this  point  with  my  regiment,  when  the  enemy,  in  strong  force,  attacked 
Battery  D.  I immediately  detached  Companies  B and  G,  under  com- 
mand of  Maj.  H.  D.  Gibson,  to  the  assistance  of  this  battery.  Discover- 
ing at  the  same  time  that  the  enemy  were  making  preparations  to  assault 
Battery  C,  I sent  forward  Companies  A and  F to  the  support  of  this 
battery.  Finding  that  the  force  I had  sent  to  Battery  D was  not  suffi- 
cient to  cope  with  the  enemy,  I ordered  Companies  H,  E,  I,  and  K for- 
ward, and  occupied  the  rifle-pits  on  the  Little  Rock  road  ; at  the  same 
time  ordered  Company  D into  the  rifle-pits  on  the  left  of  Battery  C. 

I then  occupied  the  ravine  between  the  batteries  with  Company  C. 
The  assault  on  Battery  D lasted  about  thirty  minutes,  when  the  enemy 
was  repulsed  and  driven  back  in  confusion.  By  this  time  the  position  of 
the  enemy  was  concealed  by  a heavy  fog,  w hich  did  not  rise  until  8 a.  m. 
During  this  time  the  enemy  sent  forward  heavy  bodies  of  skirmishers 
and  sharpshooters,  and  once  attempted  to  charge  the  battery,  but  did 
not  succeed  in  bringing  their  forces  forward. 

At  8 a.  m.  they  charged  Batteries  D and  C,  bringing  forward  Generals 
Fagan’s  and  Parsons’  brigades.  They  succeeded  in  carrying  Battery 
C,  but  not  until  they  had  many  of  their  men  and  officers  killed  and 
wounded;  but  their  superiority  in  numbers  was  so  great  that  they 
completely  overpowered  our  force  at  the  battery.  The  three  com- 
panies from  my  own  regiment  and  two  from  the  Thirty-third  Mis- 
souri constituted  the  entire  force  at  this  battery.  The  men  retired 
from  the  battery  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Curtis,  about  250  yards.  By 
this  time  we  had  completely  routed  the  enemy  in  front  of  Battery  D.  • 
They  succeeded  here  only  sufficiently  to  get  possession  of  the  extreme 
left  of  the  rifle-pits.  Our  force  at  this  battery  consisted  of  six  compa- 
nies  of  my  own  regiment,  six  of  the  Thirty-third  Missouri,  and  two  of 
the  Forty-third  Indiana.  I now  withdrew  Companies  I and  K,  and 
formed  a new  line  with  them,  and  Companies  A,  F,  D,  and  C,  to  the  i 
rear  of  Battery  C 250  yards,  which  succeeded  completely  in  stopping 
any  further  progress  of  the  enemy.  Finding  themselves  repulsed  at  all 
points,  they  commenced  to  fall  back  to  the  timber.  Things  at  this  bat- 
tery remained  in  this  condition  for  some  time.  Many  of  them,  instead 
of  falling  back  to  the  timber,  took  refuge  in  the  woods  around  the  bat- 
tery, and  kept  up  a desultory  fire  therefrom.  Finding  that  the  enemy 
was  not  going  to  attempt  anything  more  in  this  direction,  I withdrew^ 
the  two  companies  I had  brought  here,  and  returned  to  the  Little  Rock 
road,  in  front  of  Battery  D ; arriving  there  I ordered  the  wThole  force  to 
charge  forward  on  this  road.  The  entire  force  advanced  with  a will 
that  carried  everything  before  them,  and  in  ten  minutes  I had  complete 
possession  of  the  entire  battle-ground  on  this  road,  and  obtained  sev- 
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eral  hundred  prisoners  and  two  stand  of  colors.  As  soon  as  I had  com- 
pleted this  movement,  I ordered  a flank  movement  from  this  road  on 
the  enemy  who  were  in  front  of  Battery  O.  I selected  Companies  B and 
K for  this  purpose,  and  ordered  them  forward.  I then  ordered  my  right 
wing  to  attack  the  enemy  in  front,  in  conjunction  with  a part  of  the 
First  Indiana  Cavalry,  dismounted,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  [T.  N.]  Pace.  This  movement  only  partially  succeeded,  caused, 
as  I suppose,  by  misapprehension  by  Colonel  Pace  of  an  order  of  Gen- 
eral Prentiss.  We  succeeded  so  far,  however,  as  to  capture  about  100 
prisoners.  This  last  movement  terminated  the  battle.  It  was  now  10 
a.  m.  The  men  were  very  much  exhausted,  having  been  constantly  en- 
gaged for  six  hours.  From  80  to  100  rounds  of  ammunition  had  been 
expended  to  the  man.  The  loss  of  my  own  regiment  was — killed  on  the 
field,  17  j wounded,  52 ; taken  prisoners,  17.*  (Three  men  were  taken  at 
Battery  C.)  Eight  of  the  wounded  have  since  died  from  their  wounds. 
I went  into  the  engagement  with  500  men.  The  officers  and  men  of  the 
entire  command  behaved  themselves  splendidly.  The  force  we  had  to 
contend  with  was  at  least  five  to  one,  and  I feel  perfectly  safe  in  saying 
that  the  regiment  took  as  many  prisoners  as  we  had  men  in  action. 
They  all  did  so  well  that  it  is  a difficult  matter  for  me  to  attempt  to 
particularize  who  did  best.  I take  particular  pleasure  in  mentioning 
the  names  of  Maj.  H.  13.  Gibson,  Capt.  John  P.  Yerger,  Capt.  John 
Lofland,  Lieut.  Cheney  Prouty,  and  Capt.  L.  W.  Whipple.  The  man- 
ner in  which  these  officers  conducted  themselves  is  deserving  of  the 
highest  praise.  I would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  good  conduct  of 
Second  Lieutenant  [C.  H.]  Sharman,  of  Company  G,  who  had  command 
of  the  picket  guard.  He  succeeded  in  holding  the  enemy  in  check  until 
we  were  fully  prepared  to  receive  them,  brought  his  guard  all  off  (ex- 
cept a number  that  were  killed  and  wounded)  in  good  order,  and  joined 
the  regiment.  He  was  wounded  in  the  head  very  severely,  but  I think 
not  dangerously. 

The  foregoing  report,  hastily  written,  and  not  so  complete  as  I should 
have  wished,  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

CYBUS  H.  MACKEY, 

Lieutenant - Colonel , Commanding  Thirty -third  Iowa . 

Col.  Samuel  A.  Bice,  Commanding  Second  Brigade . 


Ko.  7. 


Report  of  Col.  Charles  W.  Kittredge , Thirty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry . 


Helena,  Ark.,  July  5, 1863. 

Sir  : Yesterday  morning  this  regiment  was  in  line  at  3.30  a.  m. ; at  4 
a.  m.  the  engagement  commenced,  and  I have  much  gratification  in  say- 
ing that  every  officer  and  enlisted  man  did  his  duty  faithfully  and  well. 
We  remained  upon  the  field  under  arms  until  11  o’clock  to-day,  when 
we  returned,  by  your  order,  to  camp.  1 am  under  obligations  to  the 
chaplain,  Bev.  M.  H.  Hare,  and  to  Begimental  Quartermaster  Stevens 
W.  Morrill  for  their  valuable  services,  they  being  the  only  field  and 
staff  officers  present,  the  others  being  absent  on  sick  leave  of  absence. 

The  casualties  of  the  regiment  are  1 killed  and  4 missing.* 

Very  respectfully, 


C.  W.  KITTBEDGE, 
Colonel  Thirty-sixth  Regiment  Iowa  Infantry. 
Col.  Samuel  A.  Bice,  Comdg.  Second  Brig .,  Thirteenth  Div. 


* But  see  revised  statement,  p.  391. 
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No.  8. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  II.  Heatli , Thirty-third  Missouri  Infantry. 


Helena,  Ark.,  duly  G,  1863. 


Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Thirty-third  Missouri  Volunteers  in  the  action  of  the  4th 
instant: 

Companies  D and  F manned  the  heavy  guns  in  Fort  Curtis ; Company 
A the  guns  in  Battery  A;  Company  C the  guns  in  Battery  B ; Company 
E the  guns  in  Battery  C,  supported  by  Company  H,  acting  as  sharp- 
shooters ; Company  B the  guns  in  Battery  D,  supported  by  Companies 
G,  I,  and  K,  acting  as  sharpshooters. 

The  first  assault  of  the  enemy  in  force  was  made  at  4 a.  m.  upon 
Batteries  A,  C,  and  D simultaneously.  In  front  of  Batteries  A and  D, 
they  were  handsomely  checked  before  any  advantage  had  been  gained  ; 
but  the  entire  Missouri  brigade  of  Parsons  (said  to  have  been  per- 
sonally directed  by  Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price),  charging  furiously  upon 
Battery  C,  drove  the  infantry  support  (four  companies  of  the  Thirty- 
third  Iowa)  out  of  the  rifle-pits  in  great  confusion,  and,  after  killing,  i 
wounding,  and  capturing  30  men  of  the  two  companies  on  duty  at  the  j 
guns,  succeeded  in  driving  them  from  the  battery,  but  not  before  they 
had  spiked  one  of  the  guns  and  brought  away  all  the  friction  primers 
and  priming  wires,  thus  rendering  the  pieces  useless  to  the  enemy.  The 
companies  in  Fort  Curtis,  with  the  siege  guns,  supported  by  the  rem- 
nants of  Companies  E and  H,  with  numerous  stragglers  from  other 
commands,  acting  as  sharpshooters,  succeeded  in  checking  the  enemy’s  j 
farther  advance,  and  finally  drove  his  main  force  -back  from  Battery 
C,  compelling  him,  by  their  steady  and  increasing  fire,  to  leave  the  guns 
of  the  battery  uninjured  and  beat  a hasty  and  disastrous  retreat,  leav- 
ing over  350  prisoners,  with  their  officers  and  colors,  and  his  dead  and 
wounded,  in  our  hands.  The  prisoners  were  mainly  of  the  Seventh  and 
Tenth  Missouri  Kegiments,  and  had  taken  refuge  from  the  fire  of  our 
artillery  in  a deep  ravine  opening  toward  the  river,  but  protected  by 
a ridge  from  the  direct  fire  of  Fort  Curtis.  Immediately  the  Thirty- 
fifth  Missouri  was  drawn  up  across  the  mouth  of  this  ravine,  part  of 
the  Thirty-third  Iowa  moving  to  attack  the  enemy’s  flank,  and  the  siege 
guns  playing  shell,  grape,  and  canister  upon  the  ridge  above  them, 
preventing  a retreat.  They  were  surrendered  by  hoisting  a white  flag, 
their  own  sharpshooters  upon  the  ridge  at  their  rear  firing  from  cover 
upon  and  cursing  them  as  they  marched  out  prisoners  of  war. 

About  9 a.  m.  a second  attack  was  made  upon  Battery  D by  Fagan’s 
brigade  of  Arkansas  troops,  three  regiments  strong,  and  said  by  pris- 
oners to  have  acted  under  the  personal  direction  of  Lieutenant  General  f 
Holmes.  The  battery  was  bravely  supported  by  detachments  from  the 
Forty-third  Indiana,  under  Major  [W.  W.]  Norris,  and  the  Thirty-third 
Iowa,  under  Major  [H.  H.]  Gibson.  In  spite,  however,  of  the  most  de-  ] 
termined  resistance,  Bell’s  regiment,  with  small  portions  of  Hawthorn's 
and  Brooks’,  succeeded  in  penetrating  our  outer  line  of  rifle-pits,  and 
securing  a position  in  a deep  ravine  to  the  left  of  the  battery  and  below  ! 
the  range  of  its  guns.  The  remainder  of  the  brigade  was  broken  and  [ 
scattered  by  the  terrific  fire  of  our  artillery  in  the  works,  and  compelled 
to  seek  shelter  in  the  woods  out  of  range. 

Immediately  upon  their  retreating,  our  riflemen  from  all  three  regi-  , 
rnents  in  the  pits  closed  in  upon  those  of  the  enemy  who  were  in  the 
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ravine,  from  all  sides  cutting  off  retreat.  The  reserve  of  the  Forty- 
third  Indiana  formed  across  the  mouth  of  the  ravine,  and  two  Parrott 
guns  of  the  First  Missouri  Battery,  under  Lieutenant  [J.]  O’Connell,  were 
also  brought  to  rake  the  enemy’s  position.  Capt.  John  G.  Hudson,  of 
the  Thirty-third  Missouri,  commanding  Battery  D,  then  demanded  the 
surrender  of  the  entire  force.  The  men  at  once  threw  down  their  arms, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson,  of  Bell’s  regiment,  made  a formal  sur- 
render of  his  command,  mustering  21  officers  and  between  300  and  400 
men,  with  all  their  arms  and  one  stand  of  colors.  At  about  10.30  a.  m. 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy  had  entirely  drawn  off  from  in  front  of  our 
batteries  and  the  firing  ceased. 

Companies  E and  H returned  to  Battery  C,  capturing  some  50  of  the 
enemy,  and  finding  both  guns  of  the  battery  turned  upon  Fort  Curtis 
and  loaded  with  shell,  but  not  discharged,  for  want  of  friction  primers. 
The  rout  of  the  enemy  was  materially  assisted  by  flank  fires  from  Bat- 
teries A,  B,  and  D,  and  10-inch  shell  from  the  gunboat  Tyler. 

Upward  of  300  killed  and  wounded  were  left  by  the  enemy  in  the 
vicinity  of  this  battery,  70  of  these  being  killed  outright,  and  a great 
number  so  wounded  that  they  cannot  survive.  Nearly  the  same  num- 
ber were  found  in  front  and  on  the  left  flank  of  Battery  D.  The  im- 
mense power  of  the  batteries  supporting  each  other,  and  with  the  guns 
of  the  fort  affording  the  most  perfect  concentration  upon  any  given 
point,  entirely  demoralized  the  enemy,  who  broke  at  the  first  few  rounds, 
and  could  only  be  coaxed  and  forced  forward  after  that  in  a shapeless 
and  disorganized  mob.  Considering  that  the  gunners  in  Fort  Curtis 
had  had  no  target  practice,  the  firing  from  the  fort,  as  well  as  the  bat- 
teries, was,  in  the  main,  remarkably  good,  and  our  riflemen  and  the  in- 
fantry supports  sent  to  the  batteries  behaved  with  rare  courage  and 
steadiness,  being  in  position  from  2 a.  m.  until  11  a.  m.,  without  food, 
and  fighting  steadily  for  six  and  a half  hours  of  that  time. 

I desire  especially  to  mention  Majors  Norris  and  Gibson,  Captfiins 
[E.  S.]  Schenck  and  [G.  H.]  Tracy,  and  Lieutenant  [M.]  Beed  for  gal- 
lantry in  leading  their  men,  upon  the  suggestion  of  Captain  Hudson, 
against  Bell’s  regiment.  Of  the  men  of  the  Thirty-third  Missouri,  who 
distinguished  themselves  by  coolness,  activity,  and  determination,  may 
be  mentioned  Maj.  George  W.  Van  Beek,  superintending  Batteries  A 
and  B;  Capts.  William  J.  McKee,  commanding  Fort  Curtis;  Daniel  D. 
Carr,  three  siege  guns;  William  M.  Blake,  Battery  A;  Alexander  J. 
Campbell,  Battery  B;  Thomas  M.  Gibson,  Battery  C;  John  S.  Hudson, 
Battery  G;  Stuart  Carkner,  Company  G-  (wounded);  George  11.  Tracy, 
Company  I;  Elias  S.  Schenck,  Company  K;  Lieuts.  Henry  Cochran, 
commanding  Company  H;  Stephen  J.  Burnett  (wounded),  Adam  B. 
Smith  (killed  at  his  post),  Luther  P.  Eldridge,  Isaac  S.  Coe,  Charles  L. 
Draper,  F.  E.  Lombar,  Joseph  W.  Brooks  (killed  while  gallantly  lead- 
ing a charge),  Moses  Beed,  B.  M.  Beed,  Edgar  L.  Allen,  Henry  H. 
Knowlton,  and  James  M.  Conner ; and  gunners,  Sergt.  E.  Bates,  J.  W. 
Wells,  L.  D.  Alden,  Company  F;  Sergt.  Henry  S.  Carroll,  Corpl.  James 
K.  Frier,  Private  J.  S.  Martin,  Company  D;  Private  John  Driscoll,  Kan- 
sas Cavalry,  all  in  Fort  Curtis.  Battery  A,  Sergts.  D.  B.  McClammer 
and  George  B.  Maher;  Battery  B,  Corpl.  George  W.  Coleman;  Battery 
C,  Sergt.  James  M.  Freeman,  Privates  Thomas  W.  Wheeler  and  Joseph 
W.  Phillips;  Battery  D,  Corpl.  Bobert  McPhate  (Dubuque  Battery) 
and  Luke  P.  Maxen.  Nathaniel  Leavitt,  commissary  sergeant,  killed  at 
his  post;  Color  Sergt.  Patrick  Collins,  a regular  soldier  of  twenty-six 
years’  standing,  wounded  in  the  face  while  bravely  fighting  over  the 
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parapet  ol‘  Battery  1).  There  were  others  who  did  as  well  as  those 
named,  but  whose  names  have  not  been  handed  me.  The  entire  regi- 
ment, officers  and  men,  behaved  with  steadiness  and  judgment. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  H.  HEATH, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Col.  Samuel  A.  Bice, 

Comdg.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Thirteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  9. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  G.  Hudson , Thirty -third  Missouri  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Battery  D, 

Helena,  Arlc.,  July  4,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  pleasure  of  submitting  the  names  of  the  following  offi- 
cers of  the  Confederate  Army  who  were  taken  prisoner  in  the  attempt 
to  charge  on  my  battery,  with  near  400  soldiers:* 

####### 

I have  received  a few  straggling  prisoners  after  the  engagement  was 
over.  I will  give  you  the  full  account  at  any  time  you  wish.  I fired 
my  first  gun  at  4.25  a.  m.,  and  ceased  at  10  a.  m.  My  men  behaved 
finely.  I was  supported  by  a battalion  of  the  Forty-third  Indiana  Vol- 
unteers and  two  companies  of  the  Thirty-third  Iowa  Volunteers. 

I am,  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JOHN  G.  HUDSON, 
Captain , Commanding  Battery. 

Maj.  James  O.  Pierce,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  10. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  V.  Race,  First  Indiana  Cavalry,  Clayton1  s 

brigade. 

Helena,  July  6, 1863. 

Sir  : In  obedience  to  orders,  I herewith  transmit  a list  of  killed  and  j 
wounded  of  my  command,  First  Indiana  Cavalry,  together  with  a state- 
ment of  the  part  the  regiment  took  in  the  attack  on  Helena,  on  the  4th 
of  July,  1863. 

A little  before  4 o’clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  July,  two  mes- 
sengers came  in  from  the  picket  post  on  the  Little  Bock  road,  bring-  : 
ing  word  that  the  enemy  were  advancing,  driving  in  the  jnckets  before 
them.  I immediately  ordered  the  bugle  to  sound  to  horse,  and,  form- 
ing the  regiment,  moved  up  the  levee  near  town,  and  awaited  orders.  | 
Soon  received  orders  from  you,  through  your  adjutant,  to  move  tents 
and  baggage  within  the  line  of  fortifications  as  rapidly  as  possible,  | 
leaving  part  of  the  command  to  guard  the  train,  and  with  the  rest  to  j 
form  line  of  battle  behind  the  Fifth  Kansas,  which  was  already  drawn 
up  in  the  open  flats  just  above  town.  I immediately  ordered  Major  [J. 
D.]  Owen  to  take  two  companies,  with  one  piece  of  our  small  rifled 
guns,  and  cover  the  rear  of  the  train,  and  with  the  balance  of  my  com- 
mand I took  positions  as  ordered.  General  [B.  M.]  Prentiss  then  ordered 
our  guns  some  distance  in  front,  up  the  levee,  and  Companies  M and  L 
were  dismounted  and  sent  forward  as  a support.  Our  battery  was  com- 
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manded  by  Lieutenant  Leflar,  of  Company  B.  For  the  bravery  shown 
and  the  terrible  execution  done  by  them,  you  are  best  able  to  judge, 
they  having  been  under  your  immediate  command.  By  this  time  Major 
Owen  came  up  with  his  detachment,  and  fell  in  line  with  the  regiment. 
Captain  [ W.  V.]  Weathers,  aide  to  General  Salomon,  now  came  up  with 
word  that  the  enemy  had  captured  a battery  on  the  heights  in  the  rear  of 
General  Salomon’s  headquarters,  driving  our  infantry  from  their  rifle- 
pits,  and  were  rapidly  advancing  into  town,  and  I was  ordered  to  take 
my  regiment  under  the  walls  of  Fort  Curtis,  dismount  them,  and  check 
their  farther  advance.  I did  so,  taking  the  regiment  on  the  top  of  the 
hill,  to  the  left  of  General  Salomon’s  headquarters.  On  the  crest  of  the 
hill  opposite  was  the  battery  the  enemy  had  just  captured,  and  over 
the  breastworks  from  which  our  infantry  had  been  driven  they  were 
pouring  one  dark,  continuous  stream.  The  boys  wheeled  into  line,  and 
with  loud  yells,  commenced  firing,  pouring  in  such  a storm  of  bullets 
that  they  soon  retreated,  with  the  exception  of  their  sharpshooters, 
who,  to  the  number  of  several  hundred,  took  possession  of  a ravine 
running  up  the  side  of  the  hill,  which  was  filled  with  fallen  timber  and 
stumps,  from  behind  which  they  poured  a continuous  and  deadly  fire. 
Soon  ten  or  twelve  daring  spirits  now  rushed  down  the  hillside  and  up 
the  steep  ascent  in  front,  getting  a position  on  the  enemy's  left  flank, 
just  above  them,  occupying  ground  from  which  we  had  driven  them. 
They  held  their  position  for  some  time,  doing  terrible  execution,  but 
were  finally  compelled  to  fall  back,  bringing  with  them  quite  a number 
of  splendid  English  rifles  which  they  had  captured  from  the  enemy’s 
sharpshooters.  Another  detachment  of  our  meu  soon  went  over,  ac- 
companied by  some  infantry,  a company  of  which  had  come  up  on  the 
hill  where  my  regiment  was  stationed.  (It  may  be  proper  to  state  here 
that  several  companies  of  infantry  were  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  to  our 
right,  around  General  Salomon’s  headquarters,  who  did  good  service, 
acting  in  concert  with  us.)  The  enemy,  finding  himself  flanked,  and 
having  no  chance  of  escape,  as  every  one  attempting  to  run  up  the  hill- 
side was  sure  to  fall,  raised  the  \Vhite  flag,  and  about  100  surrendered. 
Quite  a number  still  held  out,  seemingly  determined  to  die  before  they 
would  become  prisoners.  Here  more  than  half  the  regiment  threw 
away  their  carbines,  many  of  them  being  unserviceable,  having  been 
condemned  by  a United  States  inspecting  officer  some  time  since,  and 
supplied  themselves  with  Enfield  rifles  captured  from  the  enemy.  Gen- 
eral Salomon  now  sent  orders  for  us  to  charge  and  retake  the  battery. 
Two  more  hills  had  to  be  crossed  before  reaching  it,  the  sides  of. which 
were  covered  with  logs  and  brush.  The  hills  were  several  hundred  feet 
steep,  almost  perpendicular ; but  at  the  word  “forward”  they  were  ac- 
companied by  two  companies  of  infantry,  and  where  it  was  too  steep  to 
walk  the  boys  would  crawl  on  their  hands  and  knees.  The  enemy  did 
not  wait  to  receive  us,  but  left  their  works.  I was  now  compelled  to 
beat  a hasty  retreat  in  consequence  of  the  shells  from  the  gunboat 
Tyler  dropping  in  all  around  us,  and  we  fell  back  and  resumed  our 
former  position.  The  men  were  now  much  exhausted  from  charging 
over  the  hills  and  back.  The  sun  was  shining  out  intensely  hot,  and  I 
ordered  the  regiment  to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  under  the  trees  around  head- 
quarters (the  fighting  was  now  over  with  the  exception  of  some  occa- 
sional shots),  after  being  engaged  for  five  hours  under  a continued  and 
severe  fire.  My  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  number  as  follows : 
Killed,  2;  wounded,  8;  missing,  1. 

The  officers  and  men  all  conducted  themselves  so  as  to  meet  my 
highest  approbation.  Such  being  the  case,  I find  it  impossible  to  name 
particular  ones  as  deserving  of  notice  for  their  bravery  without  doing 


404 


MO.,  ARK  , KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 


injustice  to  the  rest.  To  Major  Owen,  however,  I am  particularly  in- 
debted for  the  valuable  aid  and  assistance  he  rendered  me  in  carrying 
out  the  different  orders  I received,  and  for  his  coolness  and  bravery. 
•Lieutenant  [S.  J.]  Kelso,  commissary,  deserves  notice  for  his  timely  aid 
in  furnishing  food  and  water  to  the  men  while  they  were  engaged. 
Lieutenant  [J.  M.]  Craig,  quartermaster,  also  did  his  whole  duty  in  his 
department,  and  B.  J.  Kilpatrick,  ordnance  sergeant,  was  always  on 
hand  with  ammunition  for  the  regiment  and  battery.  Many  of  the 
men  fired  over  100  rounds. 

Yours,  &c., 

THOMAS  K.  PACE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  First  Indiana  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  M.  W.  Benjamin, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  11. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Melvil  C.  Wright , Third  Iowa  Battery. 


Helena,  Ark.,  July  5,  1803. 

Captain  : In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  general  commanding,  I 
have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  Third  Iowa  Battery  in  the  engagement  of  yesterday : 

In  accordance  with  previous  instructions,  at  3.30  a.  m.  1 ordered  one 
section  of  the  battery,  under  command  of  Second  Lieut.  O.  H.  Lyon,  to 
a point  near  Battery  D,  on  the  left  of  our  line. 

The  second  section,  under  command  of  Sergt.  L.  S.  House,  which  has 
for  some  time  been  in  park  on  the  right  of  the  line,  immediately  upon 
the  commencement  of  the  battle  pushed  forward  a few  hundred  yards 
to  our  extreme  right,  and  took  position,  supported  by  a portion  of  the 
Second  Infantry  Brigade,  Colonel  [S.  Jl.]  Rice  commanding,  and  the 
cavalry  brigade,  Colonel  [Powell]  Clayton  commanding.  Immediately 
after  getting  into  position,  this  section  was  joined  by  a battery  of  steel 
guns,  attached  to  the  First  Indiana  Cavalry,  and  Colonel  Clayton  then 
assumed  command  of  the  whole.  This  officer  then  changed  the  position 
of  his  guns  to  a point  on  the  east  side  of  the  levee,  on  our  right,  where 
he  remained  during  the  whole  engagement.  At  6 a.  m.  the  12-pounder 
howitzer,  in  charge  of  Sergt.  L.  S.  House,  was  disabled  by  the  breaking 
of  the  understraps  which  fasten  the  cheeks  to  the  axle-tree,  the  accident 
being  caused  by  a recoil  of  the  gun.  It  was  immediately  taken  to  park 
for  repairs,  but  could  not  be  finished  in  time  to  take  further  part  in  the 
engagement. 

At  G.30  a.  m.  the  third  section,  which  until  then  remained  in  camp, 
was  dispatched,  in  charge  of  Orderly  Sergt.  J.  J.  Dengl,  to  re-enforce 
the  right  wing.  On  taking  position,  it  immediately  opened,  and  kept 
up  a constant  and  effective  fire  against  the  guns  of  the  enemy,*  posted 
on  the  hills- on  the  extreme  right,  until  recalled  by  order  from  the  gen- 
eral commanding  to  Fort  Curtis,  where  it  was  again  effectively  employed 
against  the  enemy  in  their  last  charge  on  our  works. 

The  section  under  Lieutenant  Lyon  was  first  engaged  about  7 a.  m., 
and  was  after  that  constantly  in  action  until  the  close  of  the  battle,  and 
for  a considerable  length  of  time  very  hotly  pressed.  During  the  charge 
on  Battery  C Lieutenant  Lyon  changed  the  position  of  his  G-pounder 
gun  to  command  the  ravine  running  from  the  Catholic  Church  west- 
ward, and,  by  his  fire,  contributed  very  materially  in  repulsing  the  en- 
emy. Separated  as  the  battery  was  during  the  whole  engagement,  it 
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is  impossible  to  give  as  complete  an  account  of  the  part  taken  in  it  by 
the  different  sections,  and  to  notice  particularly  the  conduct  of  my 
officers  and  men,  as  I could  wish.  While  my  entire  command  did  their 
duty  nobly,  justice  to  them  compels  me  to  report  particularly  with  re- 
gard to  the  following  officers : Lieutenant  Lyon  was  during  the  entire 
engagement  with  his  section,  directing  the  fire  of  his  guns  and  encour- 
aging his  men  by  his  example  to  deeds  of  valor,  which,  I am  confident, 
the  general  commanding  will  appreciate.  The  lieutenant  had  his  horse 
wounded  twice,  severely  though  not  fatally. 

From  Colonel  Clayton  I learn  that  Sergeant  House,  in  charge  of  sec- 
tion, behaved  finely,  displaying  a great  deal  of  courage  and  energy,  as 
did  also  the  other  non-commissioned  officers  in  his  command. 

Of  Orderly  Sergt.  J.  J.  Dengl,  having  charge  of  third  section,  I can 
speak  from  personal  observation.  He  was  on  hand,  ready  and  active; 
with  a thorough  appreciation  of  the  situation,  he  showed  himself  to  be 
emphatically  an  artillery  officer. 

Lieutenant  Lyon  speaks  very  highly  of  the  conduct,  under  the  most 
trying  circumstances,  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  of  his  command, 
particularly  of  Corpl.  Daniel  Folsom,  gunner.  The  loss  of  the  battery 
is  very  light,  having  lost  1 horse  killed  and  7 horses  wounded. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I am,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  WEIGHT, 

First  Lieutenant  Third  Iowa  Battery , Commanding. 

Capt.  A.  Blocki, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  S.  Forces,  Helena,  Ark. 


No.  12. 

Report  of  Lieut.  John  O1  Connell,  Battery  K,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery . 

Helena,  Ark.,  July  22, 1863. 

Sir  : I take  pleasure  in  sending  you  a copy  of  a report  of  the  part 
taken  by  Battery  K,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  in  the  engagement 
of  J uly  4, 1863,  at  this  place. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JNO.  O’CONNELL, 

First  Lieutenant  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery . 

Lieut.  George  W.  Cutler, 

Adjutant  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery. 

[Inclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Battery  K,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery, 

Helena,  Ark.,  July  5,  1863. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  Battery  K,  First  Missouri 
Light  Artillery,  in  the  engagement  of  yesterday,  July  4: 

Soon  after  the  alarm  gun  was  fired,  I received  an  order  from  the  ad- 
jutant-general to  send  a section  of  the  battery  into  the  earthw  orks  on 
the  levee,  and  I immediately  ordered  the  second  section,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Thomas  D.  Witt,  to  occupy  the  position  indicated.  The 
first  section,  under  my  immediate  command,  had  been  placed  iu  position 
the  night  before,  at  the  rifle  works,  a short  distance  south  and  east  of  the 
hospital,  at  about  6 o’clock,  when  the  enemy  made  the  charge  upon  the 
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fort  in  rear  of  General  Salomon’s  headquarters.  The  second  section 
opened  tire  on  the  charging  column,  hut  soon  after  received  orders  from 
the  adjutant-general  to  cease  firing;  that  our  shells  were  endangering 
the  lives  of  our  own  men.  But  having  so  fair  a view  of  the  enemy,  and 
being  in  good  range,  Colonel  McLean,  commanding  brigade,  took  the 
responsibility  of  ordering  the  lieutenant  in  command  of  the  second  sec- 
tion to  open  fire  again,  which  order  was  obeyed  with  alacrity,  and  ap- 
parently to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  enemy.  Soon  after  this,  about 
6.30  or  7 o’clock,  a second  column  of  the  enemy  made  a charge  down 
the  ravine  to  the  left  of  the  fort  above  the  hospital.  I opened  fire  with 
the  entire  battery  upon  the  advancing  column,  and  continued  the  fire 
until  the  enemy  were  repulsed.  From  the  peculiarity  of  the  position, 
the  second  section  had  either  to  hold  its  fire  or  else  to  fire  over  the 
entire  length  of  rifle  works  which  ran  from  the  river  to  the  bluff,  and 
which  was  occupied  by  our  own  troops.  The  latter  course  was  adopted ; 
and,  owing  to  the  premature  explosion  of  a defective  shell,  a brave  sol- 
dier, of  the  Forty- third  Indiana,  I am  informed,  was  killed.  Sadness  and 
regret  will  not,  unfortunately,  repair  the  damage.  About  8 o’clock  the 
enemy  brought  a battery  in  position  upon  the  ridge  next  south  of  the 
white  house  occupied  by  Widow  Clements.  My  entire  battery  opened 
fire  on  their  position,  and  soon  had  the  satisfaction  of  silencing  their 
guns.  During  the  forenoon  the  enemy  again  undertook  to  plant  a bat- 
tery in  the  same  position,  but  we  had  such  perfect  range  upon  it  that 
they  could  not  hold  long  enough  to  fire  over  three  shots,  and  I am  in- 
formed that  one  of  their  guns  was  disabled.  During  the  afternoon  I 
fired  occasionally  a few  shots  at  small  bodies  of  the  enemy,  which  were 
once  in  a while  visible.  I have  no  occasion  to  make  special  mention  of 
any  man  of  the  battery  for  a display  of  coolness  and  courage ; they  all  de- 
serve it.  I take  pleasure,  however,  in  remarking  the  splendid  shooting 
made  by  Sergeant  Matthias  and  Corporals  Miller  and  Geen.  I am 
happy  to  inform  you  that  the  list  of  casualties  is  very  small,  constitu- 
ting, viz : Corporal  Greenbeck,  slightly  wounded,  and  1 horse  killed. 
The  battery  fired  during  the  day  456  rQunds  of  ammunition. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  O’CONNELL, 

First  Lieut . First  Missouri  Light  Artillery , Comdg.  Battery  K. 

Capt.  A.  Blocki, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  13. 


Reports  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith , G.  S.  Army , commanding  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

, Shreveport , La.,  July  10,  1863. 

General  : The  inclosed  dispatches  show  the  action  upon  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  WTar  in  regard  to  Helena.  It  is  with  deep  pain 
that  I have  to  announce  the  result. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant ■ General. 


General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General , Richmond. 
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War  Department, 
Richmond , Fa.,  May  25,  [23,]  1863. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding , &c. : 

Dear  Sir  : *****  # 

[I  venture  with  diffidence  only  one  suggestion,  and  that  not  strictly 
applicable  to  your  own  field  of  operations.*]  It  is,  that  should  oppor- 
tunity to  communicate  with  Generals  Holmes  or  Price  occur,  it  might  be 
well  to  urge  they  should  make  diversions  for  you,  or,  in  the  case  of  the 
fall  of  Vicksburg,  secure  a great  future  advantage  to  the  Confederacy 
by  the  attack  on,  and  seizure  of,  Helena,  while  all  the  available  forces 
of  the  enemy  are  being  pushed  to  Grant’s  aid.  Had  I command  of  com- 
munications, this  suggestion  would  be  directly  addressed  and  pressed  by 
the  Department.  Its  policy  is  so  apparent  that  it  is  hoped  it  will  be 
voluntarily  embraced  and  executed. 

[With  best  wishes,  most  cordially,  yours,] 

J.  A.  SEDDOK. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport , La.,  June  13,  1863. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  Lieutenant-General  Holmes.  It  is  impos- 
sible for  Lieutenant-General  Smith,  at  this  distance,  and  without  any 
knowledge  of  the  strength  of  the  force  at  Helena  (which  is  continually 
varying),  to  give  any  orders  in  the  case.  It  is,  therefore,  submitted  to 
Lieutenant-General  Holmes  to  act  as  circumstances  may  justify. 

By  order  of  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  AKDERSOK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 


Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith  : 

I believe  we  can  take  Helena. 


Little  Rock,  June  15, 1863. 

(Received  June  16.) 

Please  let  me  attack  it. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenan  t-  Genera  l. 


[Inclosure  No.  3.] 


Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes: 
Most  certainly  do  it. 


Shreveport,  La.,  June  16, 1863. 


E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General , Commanding. 


* Parts  in  brackets  not  in  extract  forwarded  by  General  Smith.  The  entire  letter 

appears  in  operations  January  20-Julv  31,  1863,  Vicksburg  campaign,  &c.,  Series  I, 

Vol.  XXIV,  Part  I,  p.  219. 
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[Inclosure  Xo.  4.] 

Little  Lock,  Ark.,  July  7, 1863. 

(Received  July  8.) 

Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  Shreveport: 

General  Holmes  reports  that  he  attacked  Helena  at  daylight  on  the 
4th  instant,  and  was  repulsed  with  a heavy  loss. 

W.  B.  BLAIK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreveport , La .,  November  14,  1863. 

General  : Inclosed  herewith  I have  the  honor  to  forward,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  War  Department,  reports  of  the  battle  of  Helena, 
together  with  a map  of  the  town  and  vicinity.* 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  General , Commanding. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Lnspector  General , Richmond , Va. 

[Indorsement.] 

December  19, 1863. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  President.  The  attack  on  Helena,  in 
my  opinion,  formed  from  these  reports,  should  have  been  successful,  but 
failed,  not  through  want  of  gallantry  in  the  men,  but  from  defective 
discipline  after  success,  and  bad  handling  by  some  of  the  general  officers. 
I fear,  too,  the  report  indicates  some  want  of  confidence  and  good  un- 
derstanding between  some  of  the  superior  officers. 

J.  A.  SEDDOK, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Ko.  14. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Theophilus  II.  Holmes,  C.  S.  Army , commanding 

District  of  Arkansas. 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  August  14,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  lieutenant-general 
commanding  the  following  report  of  the  attack  made  by  me  upon 
Helena  on  July  4,  1863 : 

In  the  month  of  June,  1862,  the  Federal  forces  under  General  Curtis, 
from  the  attempted  invasion  of  Arkansas,  betook  themselves  to  the  city 
of  Helena  and  there  fortified.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  constantly 
and  heavily  garrisoned  by  Federal  troops.  The  possession  of  this  place 
has  been  of  immense  advantage  to  the  enemy.  From  it  they  have  threat- 
ened at  all  times  an  invasion  of  Arkansas,  thereby  rendering  it  necessary 
that  troops  should  be  held  in  position  to  repel  such  invasion.  From  it 
they  have  controlled  the  trade  and  sentiments  of  a large  and  important 
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scope  of  country.  It  has  been  to  them  a most  important  depot  for 
. troops  in  their  operations  against  Vicksburg.  In  view  of  these  great 
advantages  to  them,  of  the  great  embarrassment  to  my  movements  else- 
where, arising  from  the  proximity  of  a large  and  threatening  army,  and 
of  the  deleterious  effect  on  that  portion  of  the  State  cursed  by  their 
presence,  it  was  deemed  of  very  great  importance  that  they  should  be 
driven  from  this  their  only  stronghold  in  Arkansas.  As  a means  of 
raising  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  of  keeping  the  Mississippi  River 
closed,  in  the  event  of  the  surrender  of  that  city,  the  policy  of  the  move 
was  perfectly  apparent.  Moreover,  from  information  considered  reliable 
in  my  possession,  the  capture  of  Helena  by  the  forces  at  my  disposal 
seemed  perfectly  practicable. 

On  June  14,  1863,  I telegraphed  to  Lieutenant-General  Smith  that  I 
believed  I could  take  the  place,  and  asked  his  permission  to  attack  it. 
Two  days  after,  I started  to  Jacksonport,  there  to  consult  with  Generals 
Price  and  Marmaduke  and  to  make  the  necessary  preliminary  arrange- 
ments. The  result  of  this  interview  was  the  following  orders  : Price’s 
command,  consisting  of  General  McRae’s  Arkansas  and  General  Par 
sons’  Missouri  brigades  of  infantry,  constituting  Price’s  division,  and 
Colonels  [Colton]  Greene’s  and  [Joseph  O.]  Shelby’s  brigades  of  Mis- 
souri cavalry,  Marmaduke’s  division,  to  rendezvous  at  Cotton  Plant, 
and  Brigadier- General  Pagan’s  Arkansas  brigade  of  infantry  at  Claren- 
don, on  June  26  (Friday),  whence,  by  converging  roads,  the  two  col- 
umns would  move  in  the  direction  of  Helena.  I also  informed  General 
[L.  M.]  Walker,  commanding  brigade  of  cavalry  in  the  vicinity  of 
Helena,  of  my  intention,  and  directed  him  to  allow  no  ingress  to  the 
place. 

Upon  my  return  to  Little  Rock,  I found  that  General  Smith  had  fully 
sanctioned  my  proposed  attack,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  writ- 
ten a strong  letter  suggesting,  advising,  and  urging  it.  Thus  encour- 
aged, on  June  26  I proceeded  to  Clarendon  and  assumed  command  of 
the  expedition.  From  unavoidable  necessity,  consequent  on  rain,  high 
water,  and  wretched  roads,  General  Price’s  command  did  not  reach  its 
rendezvous  for  four  days  after  the  date  fixed,  thus  giving  the  enemy 
abundant  notice  of  my  approach.  General  Fagan  arrived  at  his  place 
of  rendezvous  (Clarendon)  on  the  26th.  As  soon  as  the  troops  were  in 
position,  I proceeded  toward  Helena  by  converging  roads,  and  reached 
Allen  Polk’s  house,  5 miles  from  Helena,  on  the  morning  of  July  3. 

Having  received  full,  accurate,  and  reliable  information  of  the  forces 
and  fortifications  of  the  enemy  in  Helena,  and  the  topography  of  the 
surrounding  country,  I here  made  the  final  dispositions  for  the  attack. 
That  information  disclosed  that  the  place  was  very  much  more  difficult 
of  access,  and  the  fortifications  very  much  stronger,  than  I had  sup- 
posed before  undertaking  the  expedition,  the  features  of  the  country 
being  peculiarly  adapted  to  defense,  and  all  that  the  art  of  engineering 
could  do  having  been  brought  to  bear  to  strengthen  it.  The  fortifica- 
tions consisted  of  one  regular  work  heavily  armed  with  siege  guns,  and 
four  strong  redoubts  mounted  with  field  pieces  and  protected  by  rifle- 
pits,  on  suburban  hills  (see  the  map). 

The  disposition  for  the  attack  was  as  per  following  order : 

The  attack  on  Helena  will  he  made  to-morrow  morning  at  daylight,  and  as  follows : 
< 1st.  Major-General  Price,  in  command  of  McRae’s  and  Parsons’  brigades,  will  pro- 
' ceed  by  the  best  route,  assume  position,  assault  and  take  Graveyard  Hill  at  daylight. 

2d.  Brigadier-General  Walker,  with  his  cavalry  brigade,  wili,  in  like  manner,  pro- 
ceed to  the  Sterling  road,  where  he  will  hold  himself  in  position  to  resist  any  troops 
that  may  approach  Rightor  Hill ; and  wheu  that  position  is  captured,  he  will  enter 
the  town  and  act  against  the  enemy  as  circumstances  may  justify. 


410 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T , AND  DEPT.  N.  \V.  [Ciiai*.  XXXIV. 


3d.  Brigadier-General  Fagan  will  proceed  by  the  best  route,  assume  position,  and 
take  the  battery  on  Hindman  Hill  at  daylight. 

4th.  Brigadier-General  Marmaduke  will  proceed  with  his  command  by  the  best 
route,  assume  position,  and  .take  Rightor  Hill  at  daylight. 

***#*## 

This  plan  of  attack  was  fully  concurred  in  by  all  my  general  officers, 
and  the  part  assigned  to  each  accepted  with  alacrity. 

Between  11  and  12  o’clock  at  night,  the  troops  began  to  move  to  their 
respective  positions,  whence  to  assault  in  the  morning.  General  Fagan 
detached  a regiment  from  his  brigade  and  sent  it  forward  to  the  right 
on  the  lower  Little  Bock  road,  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  enemy  in 
the  rifle-pits  below  the  city,  and  to  protect  his  flank  in  case  of  an  attack 
from  that  quarter.  Three  detached  companies  of  cavalry,  under  Cap- 
tain [W.  B.]  Denson,  were  ordered  to  act  as  vedettes  in  the  plain  south 
of  the  city,  and  to  transmit  to  General  Fagan  rapid  information  of  any 
attempt  to  flank  him.  His  artillery  was  also  sent  forward  on  this  the 
only  practicable  road,  with  the  hope  that  it  might  assist  in  creating'a 
diversion  and  thereby  aid  the  general  movement.  I took  position  a little 
after  daylight  on  the  graveyard  ridge,  one-half  mile  from  the  fortifica- 
tions (a  central  point),  there  to  await  the  development  of  the  attack. 

Soon  after  daylight.  Brigadier- General  Marmaduke  drove  in  the  pick- 
ets of  the  enemy  in  his  front  and  assaulted  Bightor  Fort.  It  is  believed 
that  a strong,  vigorous,  and  sudden  attack  on  this  fort  would  have  been 
successful,  but  some  delay  occurring,  a heavy  force  of  the  enemy  ap- 
peared on  his  left  flank  and  rear,  and  held  him  perfectly  in  check  during 
the  whole  day.  It  was  the  peculiar  duty  of  Brigadier-General  Walker 
to  have  prevented  this  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  aud,  as  rep- 
resented by  General  Marmaduke,  the  same  could  have  been  easily  ac- 
complished. Bo  satisfactory  reason  has  been  given  by  General  Walker 
why  this  service  was  not  rendered.  This  attack,  being  most  remote,  was  j 
not  under  my  personal  supervision,  and  was  too  distant  for  me  to  give 
specific  orders. 

The  assault  on  the  first  line  of  rifle-pits  in  front  of  Hindman  Hill  was 
made  at  a few  minutes  after  daylight.  General  Fagan,  at  the  head  of 
his  brigade,  charged  gallantly  over  four  lines  under  a deadly  fire  from 
the  rifle-pits  and  guns  on  his  front,  and  a most  disastrous  enfilading 
fire  from  Graveyard  Hill,  on  the  left,  previous  to  the  attack  by  General 
Price.  Having  driven  the  enemy  from  and  carried  the  fifth  and  last 
line  of  rifle-pits,  the  brave  men  who  had  followed  him  thus  far,  over-  ; 
come  by  sheer  exhaustion,  resulting  from  the  inordinate  exertion  of 
their  difficult  charge  and  the  intense  heat  of  the  day,  were  unable  to  j 
proceed  farther.  A charge  upon  the  fort  was,  nevertheless,  attempted, 
and  failed.  The  brigade  thereupon  took  shelter  behind  the  inner  line 
of  breastworks,  anxiously  awaiting  assistance.  This  assistance  never,; 
arrived.  Major-General  Price  did  not  make  his  attack  till  after  sunrise,  V 
and  more  than  an  hour  after  the  time  named  in  the  order.  As  an  ex- 
planation of  this  delay,  his  report  states  that,  finding  when  he  had  j 
gotten  within  1£  miles  of  the  position  he  had  been  ordered  to  take,  his 
division  would  arrive  upon  the  ground  prematurely,  he  ordered  a halt, 
and  resumed  his  march  at  dawn  of  day.  His  troops,  when  brought 
into  position  and  ordered  forward,  behaved  magnificently,  charging 
rifle-pits  and  breastworks  without  a falter,  and  taking  the  hill  without 
a halt. 

As  soon  as  the  works  were  carried,  I rode  rapidly  into  them.  Find- 
ing the  guns  in  the  fort  had  been  rendered  useless  by  the  enemy  before 
being  abandoned,  I at  once  dispatched  one  of  my  staff  to  the  rear  to 
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bring  up  some  artillery.  Owing  to  the  impracticability  of  the  roads, 
this  could  not  be  effected  in  time. 

Perceiving  the  position  of  the  gallant  Fagan  and  his  command,  I or- 
dered Brigadier-General  Parsons,  the  only  general  officer  present,  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  attack  the  Hindman  fort  in  the  rear.  Everything  was 
in  confusion,  regiments  and  brigades  mixed  up  indiscriminately,  and  the 
order  was  not  attended  to.  Immediately  afterward  I sent  an  order  to 
General  Price  to  the  same  effect,  and  then  returned  to  my  headquarters. 
Two  or  three  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  I passed  Brigadier-General  Mc- 
Rae, who  had  not  joined  his  brigade  since  the  assault.  I ordered  him 
at  once  to  the  fort.  It  seems  that  General  McRae  was  the  officer  desig- 
nated by  General  Price  to  go  to  General  Fagan’s  assistance.  After 
much  delay  he  proceeded  on  this  duty,  but  utterly  failed  to  render  the 
slightest  aid,  making  no  attempt  to  assault  the  hill.  Not  having  been 
advised  of  this  order  for  General  McRae,  and  being  impatient  of  the 
delay,  I proceeded  again  to  the  fort  on  Graveyard  Hill,  where  I found 
General  Parsons  with  only  300  or  400  men  of  his  brigade.  He  informed 
me  that  General  McRae  had  been  ordered  to  the  relief  of  General  Fagan. 
That  officer  was  nowhere  to  be  seen,  while  General  Fagan,  with  greatly 
reduced  force,  was  being  assaulted  and  driven  back  by  the  enemy, 
largely  re-en forced.  Under  these  circumstances,  at  10.30  a.  m.  I ordered 
the  troops  to  be  withdrawn.  My  retreat  from  Helena  was  effected  in 
the  most  perfect  order  and  without  the  slightest  demoralization  of  any 
kind. 

. My  whole  force  engaged  in  this  expedition  amounted  to  7,646.  My 
loss,  as  near  as  is  ascertained,  is  173  killed,  687  wounded,  776  missing; 
total,  1,636.  See  reports  of  division  and  brigade  commanders,  forwarded 
herewith. 

I write  this  report  with  a deep  pain.  I commanded  brave,  gallant, 
and  willing  troops,  and  should  have  succeeded  in  the  capture  of  Helena, 
for  though  the  difficulties  were  very  great,  they  were  not  insurmount- 
able, and  the  misfortune  of  a failure  was  in  a very  great  measure  conse- 
quent on  the  men  not  beihg  well  in  hand  after  success.  Most  of  my 
loss  in  prisoners  resulted  from  not  restraining  the  men  after  the  capture 
of  Graveyard  Hill  from  advancing  into  the  town,  where  they  were  taken 
mainly  without  resistance.  If  instead  of  this  the  regiments  and  bri- 
gades had  been  reformed  instantly,  the  capture  of  Hindman  Hill  and 
consequently  of  the  town  would  have  been  of  easy  occurrence. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  my  obligations  to  His 
Excellency  Harris  Flanagin,  Governor  of  Arkansas,  who  accompanied 
me  and  had  my  confidence  during  the  whole  campaign.  I owe  to  his 
cool,  discriminating  judgment  many  valuable  suggestions.  His  pres- 
ence, confidence,  and  zeal  had  no  little  influence  on  the  spirit  and  energy 
of  the  Arkansas  troops.  He  and  Col.  Gordon  N.  Peay,  adjutant-general 
of  the  State,  acted  as  volunteer  aides  de-camp  on  my  staff  during  the 
battle. 

As  the  expedition  failed,  which  should  have  succeeded,  I refrain  from 
all  expressions  of  commendation,  believing  that  the  brave  officers  and 
men  who  distinguished  themselves  will  willingly  forego  the  applause 
due  to  them  in  consideration  that  our  beloved  country  reaped  no  benefit 
from  their  exploits. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Lieutenant-  General . 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  R.  Boggs, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Trans-Mississippi  Dept.,  Shreveport,  La. 
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ADDENDA  . 

Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Confederate  forces  in  the  attack  on  Helena. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  and  returns.] 


Command. 


PRICE’8  DIVISION. 
McRae's  Brigade. 
32d  Arkansas 


36th  Arkansas . 


39tb  Arkansas 

Marshall's  battery. 


Total 

Parsons'  Brigade. 
7 tb  Missouri 


8th  Missouri . 
9th  Missouri. 


10th  Missouri 

Pindall’s  battalion 
Tilden’s  battery  . . . 


Total 


Fagan's  Brigade. 


Brooks’  regiment 

Hawthorn’s  regiment. 

Bell’s  regiment 

King’s  regiment 


Total 


walker’s  division. 


5th  Arkansas  Cavalry  * . 
Dobbin’s  regiment 


Total 


marmaduke’s  division. 

Division  staff 

Greene's  Brigade. 


3d  Missouri  Cavalry. 
8th  Missouri  Cavalry . 
Young’s  battalion 


Total 

Shelby's  Brigade. 


5th  Missouri  Cavalry. 
6th  Missouri  Cavalry. 
•J eans’  regiment 
Bledsoe’s  battery 


Total 

Grand  total. 


Killed. 


"Wounded. 


32 


38 


14 


45 


18 


155 


23 


15 


37 


10 


39 


63 


Missing. 


Officers  killed. 


89 


159 


145  I 10  | 123  I 347 


109 


16 


267  | 23 


105 


36 


568 


24 


204 

8 

3 


342 


193 


158 

54 


271 

43 

12 


731 


61 

167 

15 


30  I 243 


1 

137 

222 

75 


Capt.  J.  It.  Morris,  and 
Lieuts.  It.  B.  Camp.  Thos. 
A.  Eppes.  It.  F.  McKinney, 
and  W.  T.  Tompkins. 
Capt.  J.  C.  Garland  and 
Lieut.  J.  It.  Harlan. 

Lieut.  W.  F.  Kector. 


Capts.  B.  N.  Cocke  and  G. 
W.  Perry. 

Capt.  W.  j.  Lillard. 

Maj.  T.  B.  Sandford,  Capt. 
D.  T.  Lanins,  and  Lieut. 
It.  Spencer. 


See  Hawthorn’s  report. 


435 


12 


63 


F09 


Maj.  It.  H.  Smith,  quarter- 
master. 


Lieut.  G.  "R.  Nonnent. 


12 


52 


1,590 


‘Report  of  casualties  not  found. 
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No.  15. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price , C.  S.  Army , commanding  division 

Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

Camp  on  Jones ’ Lake , 13,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  lieutenant-general  com- 
manding the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  division  in  the 
attack  made  upon  Helena  on  the  4th  instant : 

I left  Jacksonport,  in  obedience  to  his  orders,  on  June  22,  with  this 
division  and  Marmaduke’s  division  of  cavalry.  My  march  was  greatly 
impeded  by  the  extraordinary  rains,  which,  beginning  on  the  evening 
of  June  24  and  falling  almost  without  intermission  for  four  days,  made 
the  river,  bayous,  and  creeks  over  which  my  route  lay,  and  the  bottoms 
and  swamps  through  which  it  ran,  almost  impassable  to  troops  unpro- 
vided, as  mine  were,  with  the  means  of  repairing  roads  and  construct- 
ing bridges  or  rafts.  I was,  however,  enabled,  by  the  skill  and  energy 
of  my  officers,  and  by  the  willing  endurance  and  laborious  industry  of 
my  men,  to  surmount  these  unlooked-for  obstacles,  and  to  reach,  on  the 
morning  of  the  3d  instant,  a point  within  5 miles  of  Helena.  At  this 
point  Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  having  assumed  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  all  the  troops  before  Helena,  detached  Marmaduke’s  division 
from  my  command,  leaving  me  two  brigades — the  one  of  Arkansians, 
under  Brig.  Gen.  Dandridge  McEae,  consisting  of  three  regiments  of 
infantry  and  a field  battery,  with  1,227  men  present  for  duty  ; the  other, 
of  Missourians,  under  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Monroe  Parsons,  consisting  of  four 
regiments  of  infantry,  a battalion  of  sharpshooters,  and  a field  battery, 
having  in  all  1,868  men  present  for  duty.  These  two  brigades  constituted 
this  division. 

) The  order  of  attack  directed  that  I,  “ in  command  of  McEae’s  and 
Parsons’  brigades,  should  proceed  by  the  best  route,  assume  position, 
assault,  and  take  the  Graveyard  Hill  at  daylight.”  I made  my  disposi- 
tions accordingly,  and  moved  at  midnight  with  Parsons’  brigade  in  front. 
As  my  route  lay  for  the  greater  part  of  the  way  across  abrupt  hills  and 
deep  ravines,  over  which  it  was  utterly  impracticable  to  move  my  ar- 
tillery during  the  darkness,  I ordered  the  pieces  to  be  left  behind  until 
daybreak,  and  armed  details  from  each  battery  to  accompany  the  in- 
fantry, in  order  to  man  the  guns  which  I expected  to  capture.  Finding 
when  I had  gotten  within  1J  miles  of  the  position  which  I had  been 
ordered  to  take,  that  my  division  would  arrive  upon  the  ground  pre- 
maturely, I ordered  a halt,  during  which  the  lieutenant-general  com- 
manding came  to  and  remained  with  the  division  until  the  dawn  of  day, 
when  the  line  of  march  was  resumed.  Then  pushing  forward  rapidly, 
until  my  skirmishers  had  become  engaged  with  those  of  the  enemy,  and 
within  half  a mile  of  his  works,  the  troops  were  formed  into  two  columns 
of  divisions,  Parsons’  brigade  occupying  the  right  and  moving  in  front. 
The  enemy’s  fire  becoming  somewhat  sharp  about  this  time,  the  guides 
who  were  conducting  the  columns  took  occasion  to  leave  unperceived. 
Some  confusion  and  consequent  delay  ensued ; but  another  guide  having 
been  obtained,  the  head  of  the  column  soon  occupied  the  position  from 
which  the  assault  was  to  be  made.  A brief  halt  was  here  ordered,  to 
give  the  troops  time  to  recover  somewhat  Irom  the  exhausting  fatigue 
consequent  upon  their  rapid  march  over  a succession  of  almost  precip- 
itous and  heavily  wooded  hills.  The  order  for  the  assault  (as  explained 
to  the  general  officers  and  regimental  commanders  of  the  division  the 
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evening  before)  directed  that  General  Parsons,  moving  in  front,  should 
halt  the  head  of  his  column  at  the  point  from  which  lie  was  to  make 
the  assault  until  the  head  of  General  McEae’s  column  should  reach  its 
position  on  the  left,  when  both  columns  should  advance  simultaneously 
to  the  assault. 

During  the  brief  halt  just  alluded  to,  and  just  as  I had  ordered  General 
McEae  forward,  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  rode  up  and  asked 
why  the  assault  had  not  been  made.  I explained  the  facts  to  him,  and 
thinking  that  time  enough  had  elapsed  for  General  McEae  to  get  into 
position,  I dispatched  one  of  my  staff  to  General  Parsons  to  ascertain 
why  he  was  not  advancing.  He  replied  that  he  was  waiting  for  General 
McEae  to  get  into  position. 

Meanwhile  General  McEae  had  moved  his  brigade  into  its  position, 
but  (owing  to  the  difficulties  and  necessities  of  the  ground)  farther  to 
the  left  than  had  been  originally  ordered  and  explained  to  General  Par- 
sons, and  with  a high  ridge  interposing  between  it  and  Parsons’  brigade, 
so  that  the  latter  officer  could  not  see  that  it  had  gotten  into  position. 
I immediately  directed  one  of  my  staff  officers  to  communicate  these  facts 
to  General  Parsons,  and  to  order  him  to  make  the  assault  without  any 
further  delay,  as  General  McEae  (to  whom  I had  sent  orders  to  that 
effect)  would  be  advancing  before  he  (General  Parsons)  could  receive 
my  order. 

Both  brigades  moved  forward  on  the  instant,  rapidly,  steadily,  un- 
flinchingly, and  in  perfect  order,  under  a storm  of  Minie  balls,  grape, 
and  canister,  which  were  poured  upon  them  not  only  from  the  Grave- 
yard Hill  in  their  front  but  from  the  fortified  hills  upon  the  right  and 
the  left,  both  of  which  were  in  easy  range.  The  enemy  gave  way  before 
the  impetuous  assault  of  the  attacking  columns,  which,  entering  the 
works  almost  simultaneously,  planted  the  Confederate  flag  upon  the 
summit  of  the  Graveyard  Hill. 

Each  brigade  had  done  its  allotted  duty  with  equal  zeal,  devotion,  and 
gallantry,  and  each  is  entitled  to  an  equal  share  of  the  honor  which 
justly  attaches  to  those  who  discharge  their  duty  as  these  men  did,  fear- 
lessly, well,  and  successfully. 

Being  in  possession  of  the  hill,  and  finding  that  the  captured  guns 
had  been  shot- wedged,  I directed  my  chief  of  artillery  to  bring  forward 
the  pieces  which  I had  left  behind.  This  he  did  as  promptly  as  the 
difficulties  of  the  ground  would  permit,  but  not  until  it  was  too  late  for 
them  to  be  used  in  the  action. 

Meanwhile  a heavy  fire  was  concentrated  upon  the  hill  from  the  four 
fortified  positions,  which  the  enemy  still  continued  to  hold,  and  from 
the  hill-sides  and  ravines,  under  cover  of  which  their  sharpshooters  deT 
livered  a well-directed  and  very  effective  fire,  while  the  gunboat  which 
lay  in  front  of  the  town  kept  up  an  unintermitting  discharge  of  its  heavy 
guns.  Perceiving  at  once  that  the  surest  way  to  relieve  my  men  from 
the  disastrous  effects  of  this  galling  fire  was  to  aid  General  Fagan  to 
take  the  enemy’s  works  upon  my  right,  and  receiving  information  at  the 
same  time  that  that  gallant  officer  had  been  repulsed  in  every  attempt  to 
assault  those  works,  I sent  to  General  Parsons  an  order  directing  him 
to  move  his  brigade  forthwith  to  the  re-enforcement  of  General  Fagan. 
He  replied  to  the  officer  by  whom  I sent  the  order  that  General  McEae 
(who  was  by  his  side  at  the  time)  would,  with  my  permission,  go  to  the 
assistance  of  General  Fagan,  while  his  (Parsons’)  brigade,  being  the 
stronger  of  the  two,  would  hold  the  Graveyard  Hill.  Before  this  reply 
was  brought  back  to  me,  I sent  another  of  my  staff,  by  direction  of  the 
lieutenant-general  commanding,  to  deliver  to  General  Parsons  an  order 
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similar  to  the  one  already  sent.  General  ParsonsI * * * * * 7  reply  having  been 
meanwhile  received,  another  order  was  sent,  directing  him  to  hold  the 
hill  and  General  McRae  to  re-enforce  General  Fagan  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible with  his  brigade. 

It  soon  became  obvious,  however,  that  both  brigades  had  been  so  much 
weakened  by  their  heavy  losses  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  particularly 
in  prisoners" (the  most  of  the  latter  having  been  captured  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  town,  whither  they  had  gone  without  orders  from 
me),  and  by  the  straggling  of  those  whom  thirst  and  the  intense  heat  of 
the  day  overcame,  or  who  had  become  disheartened  by  the  failure  of  the 
other  assaulting  columns,  that  I could  not  send  any  effective  aid  to  Gen- 
eral Fagan  without  too  greatly  endangering  my  own  position.  It  was 
equally  obvious  that,  unless  such  aid  could  be  promptly  sent  to  General 
Fagan,  the  general  attack  upon  Helena  must  fail.  It  was  under  these 
circumstances  that  I received  an  order  from  the  lieutenant  general  com- 
manding to  withdraw  my  division.  In  compliance  with  this  order,  my 
troops  were  withdrawn  to  a point  about  4 miles  from  Helena,  where 
they  rested  for  the  night,  and  resumed  the  march  hither  on  the  morning 
of  the  5th. 

The  lieutenant-general  commanding  was  himself  a witness  of  the 
conduct  of  my  division.  He  saw  the  alacrity  with  which  they  advanced 
to  the  positions  to  which  they  had  been  assigned.  He  knows  the  steadi- 
ness and  unfaltering  courage  with  which  they  moved,  in  the  midst  of  a 
deadly  tire,  over  deep  ravines  and  iirecipitous  hills  obstructed  with  felled 
timber,  to,  into,  and  over  the  works  which  they  had  been  ordered  to  take, 
driving  everything  before  them.  He  was  himself  a witness  of  the  un- 
daunted bravery  and  enduring  constancy  with  which,  animated  by  his 
own  inspiring  example  and  gallant  bearing,  they  stood,  unshaken,  in 
the  very  center  of  that  unceasing  tire  which  was  hurled  against  them 
from  gunboat,  from  forts,  and  from  rifle-pits.  I am  sure  that  he  will 
pay  them  that  tribute  of  praise  to  which  their  courage  and  endurance 
entitle  them. 

The  accompanying  reports  of  Brigadier-Generals  McRae  and  Parsons 
will  explain  in  detail  the  part  taken  by  their  respective  brigades,  and 
point  out  to  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  such  of  their  officers  and 
men  as  are  particularly  deserving  of  mention. 

I have  not  been  able  to  obtain  perfectly  accurate  reports  of  the  casu- 
alties in  this  division,  but  these  may  be  stated  approximately  as  fol- 
lows : 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total. 

Mcltae’s  bri  cade 

46 

168 

133 

347 

Parsons’  brigade 

59 

336 

369 

764 

Total 

105 

504 

502 

1,  111 

I will  forward  detailed  reports  of  these  casualties  as  soon  as  the  lists 

can  be  carefully  revised.  The  separation  of  the  command  will  neces- 

sarily entail  some  delay  in  the  revision  of  them. 

The  admirable  conduct  of  Brigadier- General  Parsons  not  only  upon 

the  field  but  upon  the  march,  merits  my  earnest  commendation,  while 

his  skill  and  gallantry,  as  well  as  his  long  and  uninterrupted  active 

service  as  brigadier-general  (first  in  the  Missouri  State  Guard  and 
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more  recently  in  the  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate  States),  are, 
in  my  opinion,  worthy  of  recognition  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

I must  also  commend  the  excellent  discipline  which  General  McRae 
maintains  at  all  times  in  his  brigade;  the  marked  good  sense  and  energy 
with  which  he  conducted  its  march  to  Helena;  the  promptitude  with 
which  he  has  always  obeyed  my  commands,  and  the  earnest  efforts 
which  he  made  to  re-enforce  General  Fagan  toward  the  close  of  the 
attack. 

I have  not  in  any  former  report  mentioned  the  officers  of  my  staff, 
though  most  of  them  have  been  eminently  deserving  of  praise  for  gallant 
and  meritorious  conduct  upon  more  than  one  hard-lought  field.  Justice 
requires  that  I should  not  permit  the  present  occasion  to  pass  without 
placing  upon  record  my  sense  and  appreciation  of  the  merits  and  worth 
of  those  of  them,  at  least,  who  participated  in  the  present  movement. 

Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead,  senior  assistant  adjutant-general  of  my  com- 
mand, to  whom  I have  been  often  indebted  for  vigorous  support  in  hours 
of  perilous  trial  (apart  from  the  intelligent  and  faithful  performance  of 
the  responsible  and  onerous  duties  of  his  office),  surpassed  himself  this 
day  in  the  intrepid  manner  with  which  he  bore  himself  throughout  the 
conflict,  rallying  the  troops  again  and  again,  and  urging  them  forward 
to  the  scene  of  action.  In  this  work,  under  the  hottest  fire  of  the  enemy, 
and  until  we  had  swept  their  intrenchments  and  carried  the  hill,  he  was 
faithfully,  fearlessly,  and  gallantly  assisted  by  Maj.  L.  A.  Maclean,  as- 
sistant adjutant-general. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  my  aides-de-camp — Lieut.  Richard  T.  Morrison 
and  Lieut.  Celsus  Price — for  their  willing  assistance  promptly  rendered 
upon  this  as  upon  other  hotly  contested  fields. 

I commend  all  of  these  officers  to  the  lieutenant-general  commanding, 
and  through  him  to  the  President,  for  promotion  on  account  of  gallant 
and  meritorious  conduct  on  tli®  field. 

Acting  Engineers  John  Mhoon,  of  Alabama,  and  D.  0.  Cage,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, not  only  deserve  honorable  mention  for  their  gallantry  upon 
the  field,  but  for  the  skill  and  energy  with  which  they  overcame  the  diffi- 
culties that  obstructed  my  road  from  Cache  River  to  Helena.  I have 
repeatedly  recommended  Mr.  Mhoon  for  appointment  in  the  Engineer 
Corps,  and  again  respectfully  urge  the  President  to  recognize  the  worth 
of  so  excellent  an  officer.  Mr.  Cage’s  services  demand  a similar  recog- 
nition. 

Nor  should  the  less  conspicuous  but  equally  useful  services  of  Maj. 
Isaac  Brinker  and  Maj.  John  Reid  be  passed  over  in  silence.  To  the 
practical  good  sense  and  untiring  and  well  directed  energy  of  the  former, 
as  chief  quartermaster  of  my  division,  I am  greatly  indebted  for  the 
accomplishment  of  the  march  to  Helena  and  back  to  this  point ; while 
the  latter,  as  chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  has,  in  spite  of  many 
difficulties,  continued  to  subsist  the  troops  both  regularly  and  well. 

Lieut.  Col.  Clay  Taylor,  chief  of  artillery  and  acting  chief  of  ordnance, 
discharged  the  onerous  duties  of  both  these  offices  with  laborious  fidel- 
ity and  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

To  my  chief  surgeon,  Thomas  D.  Wooten ; to  Surg.  William  M.  Mc- 
Pheeters,  and  to  Assistant  Field  Purveyor  R.  M.  Slaughter,  my  constant 
thanks  and  commendation  are  due  for  the  sedulous  manner,  in  which 
they  have  at  all  times  devoted  themselves  to  the  sick  and  wounded,  but 
never  more  humanely  or  more  conspicuously  than  upon  this  occasion. 
These  gentlemen  tell  me  that  they  owe  their  grateful  acknowledgments 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Marvin  for  the  very  important  services  which  he  ren- 
dered at  their  hospitals,  not  only  offering  the  consolations  of  his  holy 
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office  to  the  dying,  but  ministering  assiduously  to  the  wants  of  the 
wounded. 

Maj.  John  Tyler,  jr.,  C.  S.  Army,  acting,  for  want  of  an  appropriate 
command,  as  volunteer  aide-de-camp,  remained  by  my  side  in  view  of 
special  contingencies  which  might  fittingly  task  his  valuable  accom- 
plishments. 

Mr.  Charles  T.  Perrie,  volunteer  aide-de-camp,  is  also  entitled  to  my 
thanks  for  the  activity  which  he  displayed  at  the  opening  of  the  attack. 

I would  refer  particularly  to  the  gallant  conduct  and  bearing  of  Mr. 
Gustavus  A.  Dyes,  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  assistant  adjutant-general, 
and  of  Orderly  Daniel  M.  Kavanaugh,  both  of  whom  have,  by  their 
conduct  on  this  field,  merited  commissions  in  the  army,  and  both  of 
whom  have  borne  themselves  equally  well  on  more  important  battle- 
fields. 

Maj.  Henry  M.  Clark,  assistant  inspector-general,  was  detained  from 
the  field  by  serious  illness $ Maj.  E.  C.  Cabell,  paymaster,  by  duties  else- 
where. 


I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEELING  PRICE, 

Major-General . 


Capt.  John  W.  Hinsdale, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  16. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Dandridge  McRae , C.  S.  Army , commanding  brigade. 

Headquarters  McRae’s  Brigade, 

July  14,  1863. 

Major  : I submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  of  my  brigade  in 
the  assault  upon  the  town  of  Helena  upon  the  4th  instant : 

On  the  3d,  orders  were  issued  from  district  headquarters  for  General 
Parsons’  and  my  brigades  to  assault  and  take  the  fort  upon  the  Grave- 
yard Hill  at  daylight  upon  the  morning  of  the  4th.  By  agreement,  Gen- 
eral Parsons’  brigade  was  to  move  in  front  until  he  got  into  position,  so 
as  to  enable  him  to  rush  past  the  fortification  by  way  of  the  ravine  south 
of  the  Graveyard  Hill,  and  then  charge  the  fort  in  reverse.  As  soon  as 
General  Parsons  was  in  position,  my  brigade  was  to  move  to  the  left 
and  charge  the  works  in  front  simultaneously  with  the  assault  to  be 
made  by  General  Parsons.  The  evening  before  the  assault,  General 
Parsons  and  myself  had  been  furnished  with  five  guides.  We  took  up 
the  line  of  march  at  12  o’clock  at  night.  Three  of  these  guides  went 
with  General  Parsons.  I also  sent  to  his  front  one  company  of  sharp- 
shooters, under  command  of  Captain  [C.  N.]  Biscoe,  of  [R.  A.]  Hart’s 
regiment,  Captain  Biscoe  being  familiar  with  the  country.  Before  day- 
light our  column  was  halted  to  wait  until  the  other  attacking  columns 
were  in  position.  After  forming  into  columns  of  divisions,  we  again 
moved  on.  As  soon  as  the  enemy’s  fire  opened,  General  Parsons  sent 
back  for  another  guide,  those  sent  with  him  having  deserted  him.  I 
sent  one,  and  the  one  that  remained  with  me  shortly  after  left  me.  At 
this  time  we  were  upon  the  ridges,  three  in  number,  each  having  a fort 
upon  it  and  firing,  and  in  appearance  were  exactly  alike.  Here  I halted 
for  a short' time  in  doubt  as  to  the  route.  Finding  the  correct  route,  we 
pushed  on  upon  the  crest  of  the  hill  to  where  the  timber  was  cleared 
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away,  in  front  of  tiie  rifle-pits,  and  then  crossed  to  the  north  side  of 
the  ridge,  and  moved  up  to  a position  that  I thought  near  enough  to 
make  a charge;  but  between  my  position  and  the  work  that  was  to  be 
carried  there  was  a deep  ravine  just  in  front  of  the  fort.  As  soon  as  the 
command  was  massed  in  position,  a general  rush  was  made  into  the  fort 
and  the  works  were  carried.  This  assault  was  made  from  the  north. 
The  enemy  were  driven  from  the  works  and  pursued  into  the  verge  of 
the  town.  About  this  time  General  Parsons7  brigade  entered  into  the 
fort,  he  having  charged  about  the  same  time  as  my  brigade,  thus  ren- 
dering the  capture  of  the  position  certain,  for,  had  our  assault  failed,  he 
would  have  been  so  close  that  we  could  not  have  failed. 

Here  I would  state  that,  while  moving  along  the  north  side  of  Grave- 
yard Hill,  my  command  was  exposed  not  only  to  the  fire  of  the  fort  and 
rifle-pits  in  front,  but  also  to  the  fort  north  of  Graveyard  Hill,  which 
fort  was  not  attacked,  and  to  whose  fire  my  command  was  exposed. 

While  moving  along,  I discovered  a battery  of  field  pieces  was  being 
moved  to  the  rear,  so  as  to  completely  enfilade  my  command,  and  being 
in  point-blank  range  for  canister.  Before  marching  I had  armed  Cai)- 
tain  [John  G.]  Marshall’s  company  of  artillery  with  muskets  and  moved 
it  along  in  rear  of  my  column,  so  that  in  the  event  we  captured  the  fort 
I would  be  prepared  to  work  the  guns.  I now  was  compelled  to  use  this 
company  as  sharpshooters,  and  deployed  them,  ordering  them  to  approach 
as  close  as  possible  to  the  battery  and  prevent  it  getting  into  position, 
which  they  accomplished  in  a very  gallant  manner. 

As  soon  as  the  works  were  carried,  I at  once  returned  to  where  I had 
deployed  Marshall’s  company,  and  ordered  Captain  Marshall  to  call  in 
his  men  and  take  charge  of  the  guns  and  work  them. 

While  giving  these  orders,  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  rode  up  and 
ordered  me  at  once  to  the  assistance  of  General  Fagan,  who  was  attack- 
ing the  fort  upon  the  south  of  Graveyard  Hill.  I at  once  went  to  the 
fort  and  ordered  my  officers  to  assemble  their  men ; but  before  they  | 
were  able  to  do  so,  General  Holmes  again,  in  a peremptory  manner,  or- 
dered me  to  the  assistance  of  General  Fagan.  I had  not  more  than  200 
men  with  me.  With  them  I charged  down  the  hill,  aiming  to  assault 
the  north  front  of  the  fort;  but  when  I arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  so  withering  that  with  the  force  I had  it 
was  madness  to  attempt  to  scale  the  hill,  the  hollow  being  raked  by  i 
artillery  situated  opposite  its  mouth,  and  completely  enfiladed  with  rifle- 
pits  in  point-blank  range.  I therefore  deployed  my  men  and  commenced 
firing  upon  the  rifle-pits  and  works,  which  were  being  attacked  by  Gen-  | 
eral  Fagan,  aiming  to  make  as  great  a diversion  as  possible. 

I remained  here  until  I was  informed  that  the  enemy  had  retaken  } 
the  works  on  Graveyard  Hill,  when  I sent  Captain  [P.  M.j  Cobbs,  of  Hart’s 
regiment,  with  his  company,  to  General  Fagan,  and  to  inform  him  that  i 
I was  unable  to  attack  the  works  in  front,  being  now  exposed  to  fire  in 
rear  as  well  as  flank.  I crossed  over  the  narrow  ridge  in  front  of  the 
fort  attacked  by  General  Fagan,  and  the  fire  was  so  great  and  severe  that 
the  men  were  compelled  to  cross  this  ridge  singly.  When  I reached  the 
crest  of  the  hill,  I discovered  General  Fagan’s  men  in  a rifle-pit  in  front  of  | 
the  main  works,  and  they  seemed  too  few,  even  re-enforced  with  what  men  j 
I had,  to  accomplish  anything,  and  within  a short  time  I saw  them  j 
rush  out  of  the  rifle-pits  into  a deep  gorge  immediately  in  their  rear.  \ 
Discovering  the  enemy  moving  around  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  fearing  j 
that  I would  be  surrounded,  I retreated  into  the  ravine  between  the  two  j 
forts  attacked,  and  reorganized  what  command  I had  with  me,  and  then 
moved  to  the  rear,  forcing  every  straggler  that  I found  to  fall  into  the  j 
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ranks.  Tlie  first  field  officer  that  I met  was  Colonel  [A.  T.]  Hawthorn, 
at  some  huts  where  some  of  General  Fagan’s  wounded  were,  and  in  a 
short  time  General  Fagan  came  up.  After  moving  a short  distance 
from  here,  I met  General  Holmes. 

I must  here  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  information  con- 
cerning the  localities,  strength  of  the  enemy,  &c.,  was  very  erroneous. 
The  ground  over  which  we-  moved  was  almost  entirely  impracticable  ; 
the  crest  of  the  hill  so  narrow  that  it  would  have  been  murder  to  have 
attempted  to  have  assaulted  along  it  5 the  sides  of  the  hill,  full  of  gulches, 
with  almost  perpendicular  sides,  and  that  covered  with  fallen  timber,  so 
placed  as  to  most  impede  an  approach;  the  day  one  of  the  hottest;  our 
column  not  only  exposed  to  a storm  of  shell,  but  for  a long  way  (say 
GOO  yards)  to  a lire  of  canister  and  grape,  front  and  flank,  as  well  as  from 
sharpshooters  from  rifle-pits,  which  were  placed  by  the  enemy  to  pro- 
tect every  possible  approach.  Under  all  this  I am  proud  to  say  that 
my  little  brigade  of  less  than  three  regiments,  and  these  small,  moved 
steadily,  without  faltering,  upon  the  foe,  protected  by  fortifications  and 
artillery,  and  the  hill  up  which  the  final  rush  was  made  was  so  steep 
and  slippery  that  it  was  almost  impracticable.  For  all  that,  with  a wild 
shout  they  rushed  up  it,  drove  the  concealed  enemy  from  his  position, 
and  seized  his  works.  1 am  happy  and  proud  to  state  that  the  officers 
and  men  in  my  brigade  did  their  whole  duty,  and  where  all  did  so  well 
a distinction  is  difficult. 

As  for  my  field  officers,  that  they  did  their  duty  it  needs  but  to  state 
that  of  9 that  went  into  the  battle  6 were  wounded,  2 mortally. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Colonel  [R.  A.]  Hart,  who 
led  his  men  to  the  assault,  and  when  in  the  fort  seized  one  of  the  enemy’s 
guns  and  fired  it  against  them. 

Here  also  fell  mortally  wounded  Lieut.  W.  F.  Rector,  adjutant  of  Hart’s 
regiment,  whose  gallantry  and  undaunted  bravery  signaliy  distinguished 
him  in  the  assault. 

Major  [J.  M.]  Davie,  gallantly  leading  his  men,  fell  shot  through  the 
thigh  in  front  of  the  fort. 

Captain  [ W.  C.]  Robinson,  acting  major,  fell  mortally  wounded  in  front 
of  his  men. 

There  also  fell  mortally  wounded  the  brave,  the  zealous  Major  [J.  C.] 
Martin,  of  Hart’s  regiment,  as  also  Major  [A.  F.]  Stephenson,  of  Gause’s 
regiment. 

There  also  fell  Captain  [J.  C.]  Garland,  of  Glenn’s  regiment.  Lieuten- 
ant [Thomas  A.]  Eppes,  of  Gause’s  regiment,  than  whom  a better  man 
or  braver  soldier  has  not  offered  up  his  life  during  the  war. 

Colonels  [J.  E.]  Glenn  and  [L.  C.]  Gause,  and  Lieutenant-Colonels  [J. 
W.]  Rogan  and  [William]  Hicks,  deserve  special  mention  for  the  cool 
and  daring  manner  in  which  they  led  their  men. 

Lieutenant  [J.  W.]  Crabtree,  of  Glenn’s  regiment,  displayed  the  great- 
est intrepidity. 

Sergeant  [John  H.]  Champ,  Company  A,  of  Hart’s  regiment,  deserves 
the  greatest  credit  for  gallantry,  rushing  in  advance  of  his  regiment  in 
the  charge. 

Color-Sergeant  Garland,  of  Glenn’s  regiment,  also  deserves  special  ) 
mention.  He  advanced  his  regimental  colors  to  the  front,  and  main-'’ 
tained  his  position  through  the  assault,  his  colors  being  torn  into  rib- 
bons. 

My  thanks  are  due  my  staff  for  efficient  aid  rendered  me  during 
the  action;  especially  to  Lieut.  John  W.  McKay,  my  acting  assistant 
inspector-general. 
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In  conclusion,  I will  state  that  1 left  t-lie  field  without  orders.  Having 
been  ordered  by  General  Holmes  to  the  part  of  the  field  upon  which 
General  Fagan’s  brigade  fought,  I was  unable  to  communicate  with 
Major-General  Price ; but  when  I left,  all  effort  upon  our  part  had 
ceased. 

My  loss  is  as  follows:  Killed,  4G;  wounded,  1 68;  missing,  133.  Total, 
347.  For  further  particulars  reference  is  made  to  list  sent  herewith, 
which  is  respectfully  submitted.* 

Respectfully, 

D.  McRAE, 

Brigadier -General. 

Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Price- s Division. 


No.  17. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Monroe  Parsons , C.  S.  Army , commanding  bri- 
gade. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Brigade,  Price’s  Division, 

July  10,  1863. 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  part  taken  by 
my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Helena,  on  the  4th  instant : 

On  the  evening  of  July  3,  the  army  bivouacked  on  the  Little  Rock 
and  Helena  road,  and  6 miles  from  the  latter  place.  It  having  been 
determined  to  attack  the  enemy  at  dawn  next  morning,  the  disposition 
of  the  troops  for  the  various  points  of  attack  was  immediately  made  by 
the  lieutenant-general  commanding  the  army  and  the  major-general 
commanding  this  division.  The  assault  and  capture  of  the  enemy’s 
works  on  Graveyard  Hill  was  assigned  to  the  major-general  command- 
ing Brigadier- General  McRae’s  brigade  (Arkansas)  and  my  brigade 
(Missouri  Volunteers).  This  position  was  by  the  lieutenant-general  com- 
manding believed  to  be  the  strongest  of  all  the  enemy’s  works,  and  the 
key  to  all  his  defenses.  He  was  particularly  solicitous  that  it  should  be 
carried  and  held  at  all  hazards.  It  was  represented  to  contain  six  heavy 
pieces,  protected  by  earthworks  and  a line  of  rifle-pits  on  its  front,  and 
extremely  inaccessible  on  account  of  the  numerous  sharp  ridges,  steep 
ravines,  and  felled  timber  in  its  front  and  flank.  These  works  were  sit- 
uated between  Fort  Hindman  on  the  right  and  another  fort  on  the  left,  • 
both  being  within  rifle  range  of  the  position  to  be  assailed  by  my  com- 
mand, and  supported  in  its  rear  by  another  fort  between  it  and  the  town 
of  Helena,  and  Fort  Curtis,  obliquely  to  the  right  and  rear  of.  the  works 
to  be  assaulted.  All  these  fortifications  were  situated  upon  high,  steep 
hills,  with  deep  ravines  and  felled  timber  between,  rendering  the  rapid 
and  orderly  movement  of  troops  very  difficult. 

At  12  o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  3d  the  division  was  put  in  motion, 
my  brigade  in  advance,  which  moved  in  the  following  order,  viz:  First, 
battalion  of  sharpshooters,  Major  [L.  A.]  Pindall  commanding,  in  front; 
second,  the  Ninth  Regiment,  Colonel  [J.  D.]  White;  third,  the  Eighth 
Regiment,  Colonel  [S.  P.]  Burns  commanding;  fourth,  the  Seventh  Regi- 
ment, Colonel  [L.  M.]  Lewis  commanding;  fifth,  the  Tenth  Regiment, 
Colonel  [A.  C.]  Pickett  commanding.  After  moving  on  the  main  road 
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about  2 miles,  the  column  diverged  to  the  left  along  an  obscure  path 
lor  2 miles  farther,  and  then  left  this  path  to  the  left  and  followed  up 
a rivulet  until  arriving  within  about  1^  miles  of  Graveyard  Hill.  Day 
having  not  yet  dawned,  a halt  was  ordered  to  await  sufficient  light,  dur- 
ing which  time  my  command  was  ordered  to  load.  I had  previously 
thrown  out  well  to  the  front  as  skirmishers  Major  Pindall’s  battalion  of 
sharpshooters,  to  which  command  was  attached  Captain  [0.  N.]  Biscoe’s 
company  of  sharpshooters  from  McBae’s  brigade.  Taking  advantage  of 
this  halt,  I particularly  instructed  in  person  the  commandants  of  regi- 
ments as  to  the  plan  of  attack,  and  charged  them  that  in  the  event  any 
of  their  divisions  should  become  disordered  in  carrying  the  works,  that 
they  should  be  promptly  reformed,  and,  as  the  orders  of  my  superiors 
extended  ouly  to  the  capture  of  Graveyard  Hill,  that  no  further  move- 
ment should  be  made  without  orders.  I deemed  this  precaution  abso- 
lutely necessary,  as  it  was  impossible  for  either  myself  or  staff  to  ride 
over  the  rough  ground  on  which  we  moved,  and  consequently  orders 
could  not  be  transmitted  with  the  usual  rapidity. 

At  daylight  the  march  was  resumed,  and  in  a short  time  we  encount- 
ered the  steep  ridges  and  deep  ravines,  which  rendered  the  movement 
very  slow  and  fatiguing.  At  5 a.  m.  Major  Pindall  encountered  the 
enemy’s  pickets  about  half  a mile  from  the  fortifications.  Sharp  skir- 
mishing ensued,  and  finally  they  were  driven  in.  I ordered  the  column 
to  form  divisions  at  half  distance  and  move  steadily  forward  in  that 
order.  The  enemy  now  commenced  throwing  shell  and  grape  upon  the 
column,  killing  and  wounding  about  20  men,  but  no  sigus  of  disorder 
or  fear  were  apparent.  They  moved  steadily  and  firmly  forward.  By 
this  time  Pindall’s  sharpshooters  had  arrived  within  musket  range  of 
the  enemy’s  works,  and  from  behind  stumps  and  logs  and  the  branches 
of  felled  trees  were  delivering  an  effective  fire  upon  the  gunners  of  the 
enemy’s  artillery. 

Upon  arriving  within  300  yards  of  the  line  of  rifle-pits,  I again  halted 
the  column,  to  allow  rest  and  to  enable  Brigadier-General  McBae  to 
move  up  on  my  left  and  take  the  position  as  previously  agreed  upon  be- 
tween that  officer  and  myself,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a combined 
assault  upon  the  works.  So  soon  as  it  was  announced  to  me  that  he 
Was  in  position,  I ordered  the  u forward”  at  double-quick,  to  which  offi- 
cers and  men  responded  with  alacrity.  Just  at  this  moment  a heavy 
tire  was  opened  on  my  right  flank  from  a rifle-pit  distant  about  150 
yards ; also  the  shell  and  grape  from  Port  Hindman  was  showered  down 
upon  the  column.  This  was  the  critical  moment.  1 watched  with  an 
anxious  eye  to  see  whether  my  battalions  would  falter  or  break  under 
this  flank  attack,  but  they  moved  gallantly  on,  unheeding  the  murderous 
missiles  now  being  hurled  on  them  both  from  front  and  flank.  Turning 
my  attention  to  the  front,  the  head  of  the  two  columns  (McBae’s  and 
mine)  were  beyond  the  rifle-pits,  and  in  an  instant  White’s  battle-flag, 
waving  over  the  works,  announced  that  Graveyard  Hill  was  won. 
Thirty  men  of  [O.  B.]  Tilden’s  battery  having  been  armed  and  sent  for- 
ward with  Colonel  White’s  regiment,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
[A.  A.]  Lesueur,  for  the  purpose  of  working  the  enemy’s  guns  upon  their 
capture,  this  officer  immediately  took  them  in  charge ; but  finding  shot 
wedged  in  the  bore,  and  the  enemy  having  taken  away  the  worms,  he 
could  not  work  them.  He  and  his  men  resumed  their  muskets  and 
fought  as  infantry  throughout  the  battle.  As  previously  ordered,  the 
commandants  of  regiments  proceeded  to  restore  order  in  their  com- 
mands wherever  confusion  had  occurred.  Just  at  this  time  the  lieuten- 
ant-general commanding  arrived  upon  the  hill  and  gave  orders  directly 
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to  one  of  my  colonels  to  attack  and  carry  the  fort  in  direction  of  the 
town,  and  he  proceeding  to  execute  the  order,  the  other  commandants 
understanding  it  to  be  a general  movement  tow  ard  the  town,  advanced 
in  that  direction,  some  portions  of  regiments  rushing  into  the  town  and 
even  to  the  river  bank.  All  the  way  from  Graveyard  Hill  to  the  town, 
and  through  it,  those  devoted  troops  were  exposed  to  a fatal  cross-fire 
from  the  enemy’s  artillery  and  musketry.  It  wrns  here  that  my  loss  was 
the  heaviest.  Not  more  than  half  of  those  that  went  in  that  direction 
returned  ; the  remainder  were  killed,  w ounded,  and  taken  prisoners. 

From  time  to  time  the  enemy  made  repeated  assaults  on  Graveyard 
Hill,  but  w7as  always  successfully  repulsed.  While  General  McRae  and 
myself  were  thus  holding  it  under  the  terrific  storm  of  bullets  hurled 
upon  us,  both  from  the  right  and  from  the  left,  he  suggested  that  if  I 
with  my  command  would  hold  the  position  he  w ould  assault  Fort  Hind- 
man in  the  rear,  which  General  Fagan  was  then  engaging  in  front. 
This  arrangement  having  been  agreed  upon,  he  moved  with  what  troops 
he  had  at  his  disposal  to  the  assault  5 but  being  assailed  by  the  guns 
from  the  fort,  by  the  musketry  from  the  rifle-pits,  and  in  flank  by  the 
heavy  artillery  from  the  gunboat,  he  was  compelled  to  withdraw  his 
gallant  command  into  the  timber  for  shelter.  During  these  operations 
against  Fort  Hindman  the  enemy  was  continually  shelling  my  position 
from  the  fort  upon  my  left,  and  repeatedly  advanced  against  me,  but 
was  each  time  repulsed.  General  Fagan  having  retired  from  the  assault 
upon  Fort  Hindman,  no  troops  were  nowT  upon  the  field  except  my  own. 
The  enemy  moved  upon  me  in  front  and  upon  both  flanks  and  opened 
a furious  cross-fire  of  artillery  from  right  and  left.  I still  maintained 
my  position,  driving  back  the  enemy’s  infantry  wherever  assaulted. 

At  10.15  a.  m.  I received  an  order  from  the  major-general  command- 
ing to  retire.  I immediately  sent  orders  to  commandants  of  regiments 
and  Pindall’s  battalion  to  withdraw  their  commands  in  good  order  and 
fight  the  enemy  as  they  retired.  At  10.30  a.  m.  I withdrew  my  com- 
mand from  the  field. 

It  gives  me  great  pain  to  report  the  heavy  losses  in  brave  officers  and 
men  that  my  brigade  sustained  on  that  bloody  field. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  my  losses*  in  each  regiment,  battalion, 
and  the  artillery  detachment : 


Command. 

Killed. 

rs 

0 

rs 

a 

3 

0 

£ 

Missing. 

Total. 

7th  Regiment. 

17 

126 

54 

67 

197 

8th  Regiment/  . _ _ . 

14 

82 

163 

9th  Regiment  .... ..................... ...................... 

7 

53 

60 

10t,h  Tf <ri m pnt,  

11 

41 

237 

289 

■pj-prl !\1 1 fs1iq,rpalinf«f,ftr.si  ...... ....... 

9 

26 

8 

43 

Artillery  detachment  . .............. ......... 

1 

S 

3 

12 

Tntnl  

59 

336 

369 

764 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  every  regiment,  battalion,  and  squad  of  my 
brigade  was  actively  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  that  each  sustained 
its  proportion  of  the  heavy  losses  above  reported,  Captain  Tilden’s 
battery  not  having  been  taken  into  action,  it  being  impracticable  to  do 
so  on  account  of  obstructions  in  the  line  of  march. 

While  the  country  will  long  mourn  the  loss  of  the  gallant  officers  and 
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men  who  fell  as  martyrs  to  onr  cause,  the  historians  of  this  revolution 
will  record  them  as  “the  bravest  of  the  brave.”  For  their  gallant  com- 
rades who  now  lie  disabled  from  their  wounds,  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  this  brigade  feel  the  deepest  solicitude,  and  cherish  the  hope  that 
they  will  soon  recover  and  return  to  their  commands,  to  give  the  coun- 
try more  examples  of  unprecedented  coolness  and  daring. 

To  mention  the  name  of  any  particular  officer  or  soldier  as  having 
distinguished  himself  for  gallantry  above  his  fellow  would  be  to  do  in- 
justice, for  the  brigade,  as  a whole,  fully  sustained  its  well-earned  repu- 
tation, and  gave  additional  evidence  of  the  disinterested  devotion  of 
Missourians  to  the  cause  of  their  country,  showing,  as  heretofore,  that 
they  are  always  among  the  first  in  the  breach  and  the  last  to  leave  it. 

I am  indebted  to  my  aides,  Captain  [James  F.]  Edwards  and  Lieu- 
tenant [P.  E.]  Chesnut,  for  the  prompt  and  untiring  energy  with  which 
they  assisted  me  in  the  engagement.  Major  [T.]  Monroe,  my  brigade 
quartermaster,  and  Major  [John  B.]  Butkven,  my  brigade  commissary, 
deserve  great  praise  for  the  activity  [with]  which  they  discharged  the 
duties  of  their  respective  departments.  Chief  Surgeon  [C.  D.]  Baer, 
with  the  regimental  surgeons  and  their  assistants,  were  on  the  field, 
and  by  their  prompt  professional  attention  to  the  wounded  saved  many 
valuable  lives. 

A report  in  detail  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  will  be  for- 
warded at  an  early  day  to  the  proper  department. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv, 

M.  M.  PAESONS, 
Brigadier -General , Commanding . 

Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Morning  Report  of  Fourth  Brigade , Missouri  Volunteers , Brig.  Gen.  M.  M.  Parsons  com- 
manding, July  C,  1863. 


Command. 

Aggregate 

present. 

Effective 

aggregate. 

7 tli  Missouri  Infantry 

433 

467 

168 

325 

413 

16L 

8th  Missouri  Infantry 

9th  Missouri  Infantry 

10th  Missouri  Infantry 

236 

231 

157 

72 

Sharpshooters 

190 

82 

Tilden’s  battery 

Total 

1,576 

1,  359 

M.  M.  PARSONS, 
Brigadier- General. 


No.  18. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  F.  Fagan , C.  S.  Army , commanding  brigade . 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  &c., 

Camp  at  Searcy , Ark.,  July  21,  18G3. 
Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  in  regard  to  the  part 
taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  attack  on  Helena  upon  the  4th  instant: 

On  the  evening  of  the  3d  instant,  at  dark,  I ordered  Colonel  [W.  H.] 


424 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 


Brooks  with  his  regiment,  one  section  of  [C.  B.]  Etter’s  battery  of  light 
artillery,  commanded  by  Lieut.  John  G.  Arnett,  and  three  companies  of 
cavalry,  commanded  by  Captain  [W.  B.]  Denson,  to  move  to  the  front  in 
support  of  the  cavalry,  then  within  3 miles  of  the  town  of  Helena. 

About  11  o’clock  at  night  with  the  three  remaining  regiments,  com- 
manded, respectively,  by  Colonels  [J.  P.]  King,  [A.  T.]  Hawthorn,  and 
[S.  S.]  Bell,  and  Bloclier’s  battery  of  light  artillery,  commanded  by  Capt. 
W.  D.  Blocher,  I moved  forward  on  the  road  toward  Helena.  On  join- 
ing Colonel  Brooks  where  the  old  hill  road  leaves  the  Little  Bock  road, 

I ordered  him  to  advance  at  once  with  his  command  on  the  latter  road, 
to  attract  and  engage  the  attention  of  the  enemy  south  of  town,  and  hold 
his  forces  in  the  rifle-pits  on  the  river.  At  the  same  time  I ordered  Colo- 
nel Hawthorn,  whose  regiment  wras  in  advance,  to  lead  the  brigade  for- 
ward on  the  hill  road.  This  was  promptly  complied  with,  and  the  bri- 
gade moved  on  without  interruption  until  within  1 mile  of  the  outer 
works  of  the  enemy.  At  this  point  the  road  was  completely  filled  with 
felled  timber,  the  largest  forest  growth  intermingling  and  overlapping 
its  whole  length,  while  on  either  side  precipitous  and  impassable  ravines 
were  found  running  up  even  to  the  very  intrenehments  of  the  enemy. 
It  was  utterly  impossible  to  move  my  artillery  or  ammunition  train 
along  this  road.  The  obstacles  were  so  great,  indeed,  that  I was  under 
the  necessity  of  directing  every  officer  of  my  command  to  dismount  and 
proceed  on  foot — a dire  necessity  which  subsequent  events  gave  occa- 
sion seriously  to  deplore.  After  crawling  through  the  interstices  of  the 
closely  jutting  limbs  and  boughs,  and  climbing  over  the  thickly  matted 
timber  for  1 mile,  my  line  of  skirmishers,  who  had  been  ordered  by  me 
not  to  fire,  came  within  sight  of  the  enemy.  I went  to  the  front,  and 
could  plainly  see  that  the  enemy  was  on  the  alert,  and  evidently  expect- 
ing and  awaiting  an  attack.  The  order  of  the  lieutenaut-general  com- 
manding was  to  assault  the  fortifications  with  the  several  attacking  col- 
umns precisely  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  4th.  Not  having  been 
apprised  of  the  obstructions  in  the  road,  I had  made  no  arrangements 
to  remove  them.  The  limited  time  to  daylight  would  not  allow  of  an 
attempt  even  to  take  my  artillery  along.  It  was  ordered  to  remain  in 
the  road  where  the  obstructions  were  first  met  with.  To  conform  to 
orders,  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  move  w ith  the  utmost  celerity.  Tree- 
ing myself  of  everything  except  my  column  of  infantry,  I pushed  for- 
ward with  all  the  haste  in  my  power.  At  daylight  1 reached  and  at- 
tacked the  enemy  in  his  works.  Colonel  Hawthorn,  being  in  advance, 
was  hurried  rapidly  into  line  on  the  right  of  the  road  which  led  directly 
up  to  the  fort  on  Hindman’s  Hill.  He  at  once  engaged  the  enemy,  who 
occupied  their  extreme  or  outer  line  of  rifle-pits.  Bell’s  regiment 
emerged  next  from  the  confused  mass  of  felled  timber,  and,  coming  up, 
was  also  double-quicked  into  line  on  the  left  of  the  road,  engaging,  as 
they  came  into  position,  the  intrenched  forces  of  the  enemy  over  against 
them.  King’s  regiment  brought  up  the  rear.  He  rapidly  threw  his 
men  into  position,  and  was  ordered  by  me  immediately  to  the  support 
of  Colonel  Hawthorn.  My  entire  force  was  now  engaged.  The  assault 
upon  the  rifle-pits  was  made  from  both  the  right  and  left  of  the  road. 
Never  did  men  behave  with  greater  steadiness  and  gallantry  than  did 
the  troops  of  those  three  regiments.  Over  the  heavy  timber,  the  deep 
gorges,  and  the  precipitous  banks  they  moved.  Over  opposite  to  them 
ran  the  long  line  of  fortifications,  toward  which  they  moved  with  eager, 
anxious  steps.  Cowering  behind  their  strong  works,  the  enemy  beheld 
their  advance  with  consternation.  Still,  on  they  moved,  unhesitatingly, . 
amid  the  leaden  rain  and  iron  hail.  The  gorge  is  passed,  the  ascent  of 
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the  steep  acclivity  is  nearly  gained,  and  the  red  line  of  rifle-pits  looms 
up  clearly  amid  the  uncertain  light  and  haze  of  dawn.  With  a shout  of 
triumph  they  rushed  toward  it,  and  the  enemy  are  driven  pell-mell 
from  one  row  of  the  rifle  pits  to  another. 

Up  to  this  time  there  had  been  no  attack  at  any  other  point.  Day- 
break had  come  and  gone,  and  still  the  guns  of  my  brigade,  and  those  of 
the  enemy,  were  the  only  ones  that  interrupted  the  stillness  of  the  morn- 
ing. Owing  to  this,  my  brigade  was  exposed  to  a constant  and  galling 
enfilading  fire  from  the  works  on  Graveyard  Hill.  This  exposure,  com- 
bined with  the  close  and  constant  fire  in  our  front,  was  most  trying  to 
the  men.  Their  numbers  were  being  rapidly  decimated,  not  only  by 
the  fire  of  the  enemy,  but  by  extreme  exhaustion,  occasioned  by  their 
scaling  the  steepest  of  hills,  made  almost  impassable  by  quantities  of 
timber  cut  down,  which  was  of  itself  an  almost  insurmountable  barrier 
to  our  advance. 

We  reached  and  took  possession  of  their  fourth  tier  of  rifle-pits.  Now 
it  was  that  the  column  commanded  by  Major-General  Price  (Parsons’ 
and  McEae’s  brigades)  charged  the  works  on  Graveyard  Hill,  gallantly 
driving  the  enemy  before  them,  and  taking  possession  of  their  fortifica- 
tions and  artillery.  There  remained  yet  one  row  of  intrenchments  be- 
tween my  brigade  and  the  fort  on  Hindman’s  Hill.  I ordered  a charge. 
My  men,  though  thoroughly  exhausted  and  worn,  answered  with  a shout 
and  sprang  forward  most  gallantly.  This  being  the  inner  and  last  line 
of  works  between  us  and  the  enemy,  of  course  was  defended  with  great 
stubbornness.  It  was  of  no  avail.  My  men  sprang  forward  bravely  and 
defiantly,  and  after  a severe  contest  succeeded  in  driving  out  the  enemy, 
who  fled,  crowding  back  into  the  frowning  fort  and  under  cover  of  its 
heavy  guns. 

The  fort  yet  remains  to  be  taken.  Of  all  the  many  obstacles  and 
threatening  fortifications  that  opposed  our  advance  that  morn,  there  only 
remained  the  fort.  All  other  obstacles,  natural  and  artificial,  had  been 
overcome.  Eugged  and  almost  impassable  ravines,  the  steepest  and 
most  broken  hill-sides,  abatis,  and  ^ine  after  line  of  breastworks,  had  been 
passed  and  left  behind.  Before  us  there  only  remained  the  fort  and  the 
plain  on  which  it  was  built.  Notwithstanding  the  reduced  condition  of 
my  command  and  the  exhaustion  of  those  yet  remaining,  I ordered  a 
charge  upon  the  fort.  My  colonels  (King,  Hawthorn,  and  Bell)  did  all 
in  their  power  to  encourage  the  men  to  the  attack.  The  effort  was  made, 
but  the  prostrate  condition  of  my  command  prevented  success,  and,  after 
losing  in  the  attempt  several  gallant  officers  and  many  brave  men,  I 
formed  again  in  rear  of  the  inner  line  of  rifle-pits,  while  the  guns  of  the 
fort  continued  to  pour  forth  a furious  fire. 

If  was  now  verging  on  11  o’clock  in  the  day.  More  than  three  hours 
before,  the  guns  on  Graveyard  Hill  had  been  taken  by  our  friends,  and 
there  seemed  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  their  victorious  march.  Eagerly 
did  we  look  to  see  their  column  coming  to  our  aid,  and  at  first  with  the 
most  undoubting  hope  and  confidence,  but  less  confidently  as  hour  after 
hour  wore  on  and  still  they  made  not  their  appearance.  Time  wore  on, 
the  pleasant  morning  deepened  into  the  sultriest  and  hottest  of  days. 
The  thinned  ranks  of  my  regiments  became  thinner  and  thinner  each 
moment.  The  guns  of  the  enemy  (not  more  than  100  or  150  yards  dis- 
tant) were  telling  sadly  against  us,  while  the  heat,  the  want  of  water, 
and  the  toil  were  no  mean  auxiliaries.  Still,  the  brave  men  left  stood 
manfully  up  to  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

At  this  time  written  orders  were  received  from  Lieutenant-General 
Holmes’,  directing  that  I withdraw  my  troops  from  the  field  and  fall 
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back  to  Allen  Polk’s,  G miles  in  the  rear.  We  retired  from  the  field  and 
fell  back  slowly  to  that  point. 

It  was  in  the  last  assault  upon  the  fort  that  Major  [John  B.]  Cocke, 
of  Hawthorn’s  regiment,  received  a severe  wound  in  the  shoulder.  I 
would  make  special  mention  of  this  brave  and  accomplished  officer.  His 
daring  was  conspicuous  throughout  the  engagement. 

Here  also  the  much-beloved  Capt.  Walton  Watkins,  while  most  gal- 
lantly leading  his  company  over  the  enemy’s  works,  fell.  It  has  never 
been  my  lot  to  witness  more  gallantry  and  more  determined  courage 
than  displayed  by  this  young  officer  on  that  day.  We  mourn  the  loss 
of  other  brave  and  true  officers  who  fell  during  the  engagement. 

Of  the  conduct  of  my  colonels  too  much  praise  cannot  be  said.  Brooks, 
King,  Hawthorn,  and  Bell  each  and  every  one  did  his  whole  duty. 
Brooks’  command,  being  on  the  lower  road,  was  not  immediately  under 
my  eye,  but  of  the  part  taken  by  him  I respectfully  refer  you  to  his  re- 
port. He  succeeded  entirely  in  carrying  out  the  orders  he  received  to 
the  letter.  His  report  will  show  the  number  ol  prisoners  captured  by 
him,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  property  taken  and  brought  from  the  field 
or  destroyed.  The  position  assigned  to  Colonel  King  threw  him,  per- 
haps, on  that  ground  most  difficult  of  all  to  get  over.  Had  it  not  been 
for  the  determined  character  of  this  brave  young  colonel,  his  regiment, 
perhaps,  would  not  have  been  advanced  over  all  the  difficulties  he  met 
with.  Major  [John  J.]  Dillard  and  Adjutant  [W.  T.]  Bourne,  of  same 
regiment  (King’s),  deserve  much  praise  for  the  assistance  they  rendered 
Colonel  King.  Colonel  Hawthorn  was  constantly  to  the  front,  cheering 
his  men  on  from  one  success  to  another.  When  orders  came  from  Lieu- 
tenant-General Holmes  to  abandon  the  field,  Colonel  Hawthorn  remained 
with  a small  number  of  his  men  engaging  the  enemy  until  the  last  of 
the  army  had  left  the  field  and  retired  beyond  the  high  hills  which  lay 
between  them  and  danger.  Colonel  Bell  andLieutenant-Colonel[J.  C.] 
Johnson,  same  regiment,  with  a large  number  of  his  officers  and  over  100 
men,  were  captured  by  the  enemy  in  an  attempt  to  enter  the  fort  from 
the  south  side.  The  loss  of  Colonel  Bell  is  a serious  one  to  us.  It 
affords  me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  his  distinguished  gallantry  and 
daring. 

Major  [T.  H.]  Blacknall  (Bell’s  regiment)  was  intrusted  by  me  with  an 
important  part  on  the  field,  and  is  entitled  to  my  thanks  for  the  success- 
ful manner  in  which  lie  performed  it. 

Maj.  B.  T.  Du  Val,  quartermaster  on  my  staff,  is  entitled  to  my  thanks 
for  his  constant  attention  to  every  duty  on  the  march  from  Little  Bock. 
He  was  with  me  on  the  field,  and  by  his  coolness  and  good  judgment 
was  enabled  to  render  me  important  assistance  up  to  the  time  of  the 
withdrawal  of  my  troops  from  the  field. 

Capt.  Wyatt  C.  Thomas,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  brigade, 
was,  as  usual,  at  his  post.  The  conduct  of  this  young  officer  has  often 
before  won  for  him  honorable  mention.  On  this  field  he  was  constantly 
with  and  cheering  the  troops  forward.  His  bravery  and  gallantry  justify 
especial  mention. 

My  aide-de-camp,  Capt.  AlbertBelding,  always  eager  to  discharge  every 
duty,  was  sent  by  me  at  daylight  with  important  orders  to  Colonel  Brooks, 
some  distance  from  me  on  my  right.  I was  consequently  deprived  of 
the  valuable  assistance  his  quickness  and  daring  so  well  qualify  him  to 
render  on  the  field. 

Capt.  John  B.  Howell,  my  ordnance  officer,  was  ordered  to  remain 
constantly  with  his  ammunition  train,  which,  as  above  stated,  had  to  be 
left  in  the  rear.  This  deprived  me  of  the  immediate  services  of  this 
gallant  officer, 
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The  officers  of  my  staff — Maj.  B.  F.  Fall,  brigade  commissary ; Mr. 
James  H.  Tucker,  volunteer  aid-de-camp,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Pauk,  acting 
inspector- general — are  all  entitled  to  my  thanks  for  the  assistance  ren- 
dered me  during  the  engagement. 

The  aggregate  force  engaged  against  Fort  Hindman  and  the  defenses 
in  front  of  it,  1,339. 

1 have,  major,  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JAS.  F.  FAGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Maj.  W.  B.  Blair, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  District  of  Arkansas,  &c. 


P.  S. — A correct  list  of  the  casualties  in  the  brigade  will  be  rendered 
in  three  or  four  days. 


Headquarters  Second  * Brigade, 

Camp  near  White  River , July  15,  1863. 
Major  : The  following  is  a correct  list  of  casualties  of  the  different 
regiments  in  this  brigade  in  the  engagement  at  Helena  on  the  4th  in- 
stant : 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

S 

3 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Brooks’  regiment 

1 

50 

16 

38 

1 

137 

222 

75 

Hawthorn's  regiment - - 

2 

15 

14 

10 

3 

1 

G 

6 

24 

61 

167 

15 

Bell’s  regiment 

Kind's  regiment 

Total - 

2 

45 

10 

105 

30 

243 

435 

The  above  is  a correct  list  as  reported  by  regimental  commanders.  It 
is  respectfully  submitted  as  a jiortion  of  the  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
this  (Second)  brigade  in  the  engagement  of  the  4th  instant,  which  report 
was  forwarded  to  district  headquarters  a day  or  so  ago. 

I am,  major,  with  much  respect,  &c., 

JAS.  F.  FAGAN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Maj.  W.  B.  Blair, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  District  of  Arkansas. 


No.  19. 

Report  of  Col.  A.  T.  Hawthorn,  Arkansas  Infantry. 

Camp  near  Bayou  He  View,  July  9,  1863. 

Sir  : In  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  I have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  my  regiment  took  in 
the  action  at  Helena  on  the  4th  instant : 

At  11  p.  m.  on  the  night  of  the  3d,  we  left  our  encampment,  6 miles 
from  Helena,  and  marched  to  take  up  our  position  in  front  of  the  in- 
treuchments,  my  regiment  being  in  the  advance.  The  road  over  which 
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we  i>assed  (known  as  the  Hill  road,  from  Little  Lock  to  Helena)  was 
extremely  rugged,  and  it  was  not  without  considerable  difficulty  and 
great  fatigue  to  the  men  that  we  succeeded  in  getting  within  1 mile  of 
the  enemy’s  intrenchments.  At  this  point  I found  the  road  blockaded 
with  fallen  timber  to  such  an  extent  that  I halted  the  brigade  of  which 
I was  temporarily  in  command,  sent  Captain  Miller’s  company  of  cav- 
alry, which  had  been  in  advance,  to  the  rear,  and  sent  forward  Capt. 
P.  G.  Koper’s  company  (A),  deployed  as  skirmishers.  General  Fagan 
now  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  column,  and  ordering  all  the  field  and 
staff  to  dismount,  we  moved  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  toward 
the  intrenchments,  the  skirmishers  deployed  on  either  side  of  the  road 
keeping  well  in  advance  of  the  main  body.  At  4.05  a.  m.  my  skirmish- 
ers reported  the  enemy  in  sight.  By  order  of  General  Fagan,  I moved 
my  regiment  in  double-quick  by  the  right  flank  along  the  crest  of  a 
ridge  running  at  right  angles  with  the  road  and  parallel  with  the  ene- 
my’s first  line  of  intrenchments,  and,  without  halting,  so  soon  as  my  left 
had  passed  the  road  I moved  by  the  left  flank  in  line  of  battle  toward 
the  enemy.  Without  waiting  for  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  to 
form,  I gave  the  order  to  charge,  which  was  responded  to  by  loud  shouts 
along  my  entire  line.  The  men  dashed  down  the  steep  declivity  amid  a 
perfect  storm  of  bullets,  climbed  step  by  step  over  vast  piles  of  fallen 
timber  up  the  rugged  sides  of  almost  perpendicular  hills,  and  finally, 
after  unheard-of  toil  and  fatigue,  scaled  the  opposing  height  and  drove 
the  enemy  in  consternation  from  their  first  line  of  defenses.  Here  I 
waited  to  recruit  my  men,  whose  strength  was  very  much  exhausted, 
and  to  give  Colonel  [S.  S.]  Bell  time  to  form  his  regiment  and  move  up 
on  my  left.  As  soon  as  Colonel  Bell  informed  me  that  he  was  ready, 
our  two  regiments  moved  forward  together,  and,  after  encountering  and 
overcoming  obstacles  similar  to  and  even  greater  than  those  in  front  of 
the  first  line  of  rifle-pits,  drove  the  enemy  out  and  took  possession  of 
their  second  line.  Colonel  [ J.  P.]  King  had,  by  order  of  General  Fagan, 
under  a heavy  and  constant  fire,  and  after  almost,  superhuman  exertions, 
placed  his  regiment  200  or  300  yards  beyond  my  extreme  right,  partly 
in  rear  of  the  enemy’s  third  line  of  intrenchments  and  nearly  at  right 
angles  with  the  position  occupied  by  Colonel  Bell’s  regiment  and  mine. 
1 sent  a courier  to  communicate  with  him,  who  returned  with  the  grati- 
fying intelligence  that  his  regiment  was  in  position,  and  was  ready  and 
anxious  to  charge  the  enemy.  The  three  regiments  now  moved  forward 
with  a shout,  and  notwithstanding  the  steep  hill  sides  covered  with  im- 
mense masses  of  fallen  timber,  up  and  over  which  we  had  to  climb,  and 
notwithstanding  the  perfect  hail  storm  of  bullets  that  assailed  us  at 
every  step,  we  soon  drove  the  enemy  out  of  his  third  line  of  defense. 
We  soon  rallied  our  exhausted  troops,  reformed  our  broken  lines,  and 
again  charged  the  enemy,  driving  him  from  his  fourth  line  of  intrench- 
ments. It  was  now  about  7 a.  m.  My  regiment  had  been  hotly  engaged 
for  nearly  three  hours.  The  men  were  completely  exhausted.  Numbers 
had  fainted  from  excessive  heat  and  fatigue.  Many  had  been  killed 
and  wounded,  and  a large  majority  in  each  of  our  three  regiments  were 
utterly  unable  to  fight  any  longer.  We  began  to  be  discouraged.  From 
the  very  commencement  of  the  action  we  had  been  listening  for  the  guns 
of  Generals  Price,  Marmaduke,  and  Walker,  but  thus  far  we  had  list- 
ened in  vain.  Every  brigade,  except  ours,  had  failed  to  attack  at  day- 
light, as  ordered.  Even  the  very  guns  on  Graveyard  Hill  were  wheeled 
around  and  directed  against  bur  lines,  which  they  swept  again  and  again 
from  one  end  to  the  other  with  grape  and  canister.  Just  at  this  moment 
the  scene  changed.  Heavy  and  rapid  volleys  of  musketry  were  heard 
on  our  left.  General  Fagan  announced  to  us  that  our  friends  were 
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storming  Graveyard  Hill,  and  ordered  us  to  move  forward  at  once.  Our 
men  responded  with  a shout,  dashed  down  into  the  deep  ravine,  climbed 
the  steep  sides  of  the  opposite  hill,  and  just  as  the  noble  brigades  of 
Parsons  and  McRae  swept  in  triumph  across  the  face  of  Graveyard  Hill, 
drove  the  enemy  from  his  fifth  and  last  line  of  rifle-pits  back  to  his  forts 
and  under  cover  of  his  siege  guns.  An  attempt  was  now  made  by  Gen- 
eral Fagan  to  capture  the  fort  on  Hindman’s  Hill,  which  was  immedi- 
ately in  our  front,  but  our  men  were  too  much  exhausted,  and  our  num- 
bers too  few.  The  attack  was  unsuccessful,  and  resulted  in  the  death 
and  capture  of  many  valuable  officers  and  men. 

It  was  here  that  Capt.  Walton  Watkins,  commanding  Company  D, 
of  my  regiment,  was  killed  while  gallantly  leading  this  last  and  most 
desperate  charge.  His  conduct  throughout  the  engagement  had  been 
chivalrous  and  manly;  so  much  so  as  to  attract  universal  attention  and 
admiration. 

Here  also  I lost  the  services  of  Maj.  John  B.  Cocke,  who  was  severely 
wounded  and  compelled  to  retire  from  the  field.  It  affords  me  much 
pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  coolness,  courage,  and  efficiency  of 
this  gallant  officer.  His  services  throughout  that  desperate  fight  were 
invaluable,  and  his  absence  was  most  keenly  and  sensibly  felt. 

Lieuts.  Richard  J.  Shaddock,  [W.  H.]  Hinson,  [L.  R.]  Kinniard,  and 
[J.  N.]  Thompson*  were  killed  while  bravely  fighting  at  their  posts. 

But  to  return  to  the  fight.  Graveyard  Hill  was  evacuated  soon  after 
it  was  taken.  The  other  positions  to  the  left  of  that  hill  that  were  to 
have  been  taken  at  daylight  had  not  even  been  attacked.  The  firing 
had  ceased  at  all  points,  except  the  firing  of  our  brigade  and  that  of 
our  enemies  directed  against  us.  This  latter  was  now  most  terrific,  and 
the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  seemed  to  be  directed  against  our  little 
band.  Yet,  notwithstanding  their  vast  superiority  in  numbers  and 
position,  notwithstanding  the  terrible,  withering  fire  that  continued  to 
thin  our  ranks,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  attempts  of  the  enemy  to 
flank  our  position,  both  on  the  right  and  on  the  left,  we  held  our  posi- 
tion firmly  for  three  long  hours. 

At  10.30  a.  m.  I received  an  order  from  General  Fagan  to  withdraw 
my  regiment  from  the  field.  I had  marched  some  40  or  50  paces,  in 
compliance  with  this  order,  when  I received  another,  requiring  me  to 
leave  a small  guard  to  cover  our  retreat.  I called  for  volunteers,  but 
no  one  responding,  I returned,  myself,  and  with  9 men,  who  volunteered 
to  accompany  me,  kept  up  a fire  upon  the  enemy  for  twenty  minutes 
longer.  The  ammunition  was  now  expended,  and  I thought  it  prudent 
to  retire.  The  enemy  were  close  upon  us  and  advancing  from  all  points. 
Not  a moment  was  to  be  lost.  We  retreated  as  rapidly  as  possible,  but 
as  we  descended  the  first  hill  the  enemy  assailed  us  with  a terrible  vol- 
ley of  musketry.  Three  of  our  little  party  fell  to  rise  no  more.  The 
remaining  6,  myself,  and  a Yankee  prisoner,  whom  we  had  kept  with 
us  all  the  time,  succeeded  in  making  our  escape. 

My  officers  and  men,  with  but  few  exceptions,  deported  themselves 
with  great  gallantry. 

My  loss,  so  far  as  I have  been  able  to  ascertain,  is  as  follows:  Killed, 
20;  wounded,  70;  missing,  43.f 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  HAWTHORN, 

Colonel , Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  Wyatt  C.  Thomas,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


* Reported  by  Captaiu  Hudson  as  captured  in  charge  on  Battery  D. 
t But  see  revised  statement,  p.  412. 
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Ho.  20. 

Report  of  Col.  W.  II.  Brooks , Thirty  fourth  Arkansas  Infantry. 

Camp  near  Cotton  Plant,  July  10, 1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  part  taken 
by  my  command  in  the  engagement  of  the  4th  instant  at  Helena : 

At  dusk  on  the  3d,  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  Brigadier- 
General  Fagan,.!  moved  forward  with  my  regiment  and  one  section  of 
[C.  B.]  Etter’s  light  artillery,  Lieut.  J.  C.  Arnett  commanding,  to  the 
support  of  the  cavalry,  then  within  3 miles  of  the  enemy. 

At  1.30  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  I received  orders  from  Brig- 
adier-General Fagan  to  advance  on  the  Little  Bock  road  with  my  regi- 
ment, Captains  [W.  B.]  Denson’s,  Miller’s,  and  companies  of 

cavalry,  and  the  section  of  artillery;  make  a feint  on  the  south  of 
Helena ; attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction ; hold  the 
force  in  the  rifle-pits  south  of  the  town,  and  operate  otherwise  as  I 
could.  Before  reaching  Beach  Grove  I withdrew  the  cavalry  advance, 
and,  deploying  skirmishers,  met  the  enemy’s  infantry  and  cavalry  pick- 
ets at  daybreak.  A sharp  skirmish  ensued,  in  which  3 of  the  enemy 
were  killed  and  6 captured.  Company  of  cavalry  in  position  on  the  right 
of  the  line  of  skirmishers  received  a Are  which  killed  3 horses.  Moving 
forward  to  the  negro  quarters,  I found  them  abandoned,  the  occupants 
having  fled  to  the  town  at  the  first  alarm.  Eight  negroes  were  taken  and 
sent  to  the  rear.  Shortly  afterward  I reached  the  hill  at  the  Clements 
house,  and,  placing  mycofrimand  in  position,  advanced  skirmishers  well 
to  the  front  and  right,  extending  nearly  to  the  river.  The  enemy  soon 
opened  with  a rifled  battery  from  the  left  of  the  rifle-pits  next  to  the 
levee,  but  without  doing  any  injury.  Immediately  the  gunboat  com- 
menced firing,  one  shell  exploding  in  Captain  Denson’s  company, 
wounding  3 men  and  killing  3 horses. 

Captain  Blocher  reported  to  me  with  his  battery,  but  a position  for  it 
could  not  be  obtained.  I moved  Etter’s  section  to  the  hill,  and  upon 
gaining  the  summit  it  was  found  impracticable  to  use  but  one  piece. 
This  opened  briskly,  drawing  a terrific  fire  from  the  battery  and  gunboat, 
and,  after  expending  13  rounds,  Lieutenant  Arnett  was  compelled  to 
withdraw.  About  11  o’clock  I ordered  Lieut.  E.  T.  Deloney  upon  the  hill 
with  the  gun.  The  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns  was  so  accurate  and  the 
lire  so  furious  that  he  retired  after  firing  8 rounds.  The  force  in  front 
and  on  the  right  was  fully  three  times  as  large  as  mine.  An  advance 
to  attack  the  enemy  in  the  rifle-pits  would  have  subjected  my  small 
command  to  the  heavy  guns  of  Fort  Curtis,  a light  battery  in  rear  of 
the  works,  an  enfilading  fire  from  the  rifled  battery,  and  an  attack  in 
flank  and  rear  from  the  levee.  Under  these  circumstances  I deemed  it 
best  to  hold  that  force  of  the  enemy  in  check,  and  prevent  him  from  re- 
enforcing his  most  important  points  of  defense,  and  by  the  use  of  a 
6-pounder  (not  being  able  to  bring  more  than  one  piece  into  position) 
di  vert  as  much  as  possible  the  fire  of  the  battery  and  gunboat  from  the 
attacking  columns.  In  this  I was  entirely  successful. 

At  12  m.  I received  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Fagan  to  retire, 
and  subsequently  instructions  from  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  to  halt 
at  a designated  position  as  the  rear  guard  of  the  army. 

By  my  direction,  Captain  Denson’s  company  applied  the  torch  to 
the  negro  quarters,  which  were  consumed,  together  with  5,000  pounds 
of  bacon,  1,500  bushels  of  corn,  and  a quantity  of  commissary  stores  and 
clothing. 
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During  the  entire  morning  the  demonstrations  of  the  enemy  behind 
the  levee  were  of  a threatening  character.  Captain  Denson,  com- 
manding cavalry  detachment,  rendered  efficient  service  in  counteract- 
ing his  movements  and  protecting  my  right  flank.  , of 

his  company,  distinguished  himself  in  the  capture  of  3 prisoners. 

I brought  off  9 prisoners,  8 negroes,  5 mules,  1 horse  and  equipments, 
1 ambulance  and  team,  and  a small  lot  of  clothing  and  canteens. 

Companies  B and  K (skirmishers),  commanded,  respectively,  by  Capts. 
F.  R.  Earle  and  Arkansas  Wilson,  deserve  special  mention  for  the  steadi- 
ness with  which  they  advanced,  drove  the  enemy  before  them,  and  main- 
tained their  positions  under  a heavy  artillery  fire. 

Lieutenant- Colonel  [Thomas  M.]  Gunter  and  Major  [J.  R.]  Pettigrew 
were  constantly  at  their  posts  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  only  casualty  in  my  regiment  was  Private  A.  C.  Peck,  Company 
B,  severely  wounded  in  the  chest. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  BROOKS, 

Colonel , Commanding. 


Capt.  Wyatt  C.  Thomas, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Brigade. 


Ko.  21. 

Report  of  Col.  J.  P.  King , Thirty-fifth  Arkansas  Infantry. 

Camp  at  Searcy,  July  22,  1863, 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  regiment  in  the  late  battle  fought  at  Helena  on  the  4th  instant: 

On  the  night  of  the  3d  instant,  I took  up  the  line  of  march  at  11  o’clock, 
taking  the  road  leading  to  Helena,  and  when  within  about  10  miles  of 
that  place  I,  with  Colonels  [A.  T.]  Hawthorn  and  [S.  S.]  Bell,  led  by 
General  Fagan,  took  the  road  leading  into  the  town  by  the  way  of  Hind- 
man Hill.  When  arriving  within  about  three-quarters  of  a mile  of  the 
hill,  we  found  the  roads  so  blockaded  by  fallen  timber  that  it  was 
impossible  for  anything  but  infantry  to  pass,  and  it  was  with,  great  diffi- 
culty that  the  men  could  get  through  at  all.  By  the  time  1 got  my  regi- 
ment to  the  open  road,  skirmishing  commenced  by  Colonel  Hawthorn, 
who  was  moving  in  front.  I immediately  moved  my  regiment  up  at  a 
double-quick,  arriving  at  the  scene  of  action  about  daylight.  I was  im- 
mediately ordered  by  General  Fagan  to  take  position  on  the  right  of 
Colonel  Hawthorn,  who  had  formed  line  of  battle  and  was  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy  in  the  rifle-pits,  which  were  immediately  in  front  of  us. 
I moved  my  regiment  as  ordered,  taking  position  on  the  crest  of  a hill 
overlooking  the  town,  where  I was  exposed  to  a galling  fire  from  the 
enemy’s  rifle-pits  or  breastworks,  which  were  about  150  yards  in  front 
of  us.  By  the  time  I got  my  men  well  up  and  in  line,  I received  an 
order  from  General  Fagan  to  charge  the  works  in  tront  of  me,  which  I 
did,  but,  as  you  yourself  know,  the  ground  was  so  very  rough  that  it 
was  impossible  to  move  rapidly.  After  scrambling  over  and  under 
fallen  timber,  across  a ravine  that  I would  at  any  other  time  or  under 
any  other  circumstances  have  considered  impossible  to  make  my  way 
through,  and  at  last  up  the  side  of  a hill  that  was  so  steep  the  men  had 
to  pull  themselves  up  by  the  bushes,  we  reached  the  first  line  of  breast- 
works and  drove  the  enemy  back.  Here  we  were  met  with  a terrific 
fire  not  only  from  the  inner  lines  of  works  and  an  enfilading  lire  from 
our  left,  but  from  the  fort  on  the  hill  in  front  of  us  near  Hindman’s 
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house,  which  was  about  200  yards  distant  from  us,  and  also  from  the 
battery  on  what  is  known  as  Graveyard  Hill.  In  this  position  we  kept 
up  a heavy  fire,  moving  forward  from  one  line  of  works  to  another  until 
we  reached  the  inner  line,  the  enemy  taking  refuge  in  their  forts.  I then 
received  an  order  from  General  Fagan  to  send  a small  force  round  to  the 
right  of  my  jmsition  to  see  that  the  enemy  did  not  flank  us;  also  to 
move  my  regiment  to  the  left,  where  I found  Colonel  Hawthorn,  with  his 
regiment  and  a portion  of  Colonel  BelPs,  behind  the  last  line  of  works, 
which  was  about  100  yards  from  the  first  line.  Here  we  found  that  it 
was  impossible  for  our  men  to  go  farther.  Many  of  them  had  been  left 
so  exhausted  that  they  could  not  go  on.  While  in  this  situation,  Gen- 
eral Fagan  ordered  me  to  take  the  fort,  but  the  men  were  so  exhausted 
that  most  of  them  were  unfit  for  further  service.  We  remained  behind 
the  breastworks,  keeping  up  a steady  fire  at  the  fort  until  about  11  a.  m., 
at  which  time  we  were  ordered  off  the  field. 

I cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  most  of  my  officers  and  men  through- 
out the  fight,  particularly  of  the  gallantry  of  Major  [J.  J.]  Dillard  and 
Adjutant  [W.  T.]  Bourne,  who  were  in  every  charge,  and  cheering  the 
men  on  at  all  times. 

My  loss  was  as  follows : 12  killed,  4G  wounded,  and  20  missing.* 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  KING, 

Colonel , Commanding  Regiment , &c. 

Capt.  Wyatt  C.  Thomas. 


No.  22. 

Report  of  Maj.  T.  H.  Blacknall,  Thirty  seventh  Arkansas  Infantry. 

Camp  Bayou  de  View,  July  10, 1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  make  my  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
BelPs  regiment  in  the  engagement  of  the  4th  instant  at  Helena. 

We  moved  for  half  a mile  at  double-quick,  passing  through  brush  and 
logs  with  which  the  road  was  blockaded,  and  approached  in  view  of 
Helena  at  4.30  a.  m.,  taking  our  position  on  Colonel  [A.  T.]  Hawthorn’s 
left,  in  line  o’f  battle,  and  commenced  firing  on  the  enemy  in  front.  The 
enemy  threatened  to  flank  us  on  the  left,  when  Captains  [G.  W.]  Hur- 
ley’s and  [W.  J.]  Donaldson’s  companies  were  detached  and  thrown  out 
to  engage  him,  under  my  command,  to  protect  our  left  flank.  The  regi- 
ment then  advanced  over  the  first  hill.  Here  Captains  [H.  C.]  Pleasants 
and  [W.  J.]  Smith  were  wounded  and  many  men  killed  and  wounded. 
The  ground  at  this  point  was  almost  impassable — an  old  road  and  deep 
ravine  full  of  timber,  which  scattered  our  men — and  it  was  impossible 
to  keep  in  line;  but  we  succeeded  in  getting  through  after  remaining  in 
the  timber  and  hollows  nearly  two  hours,  under  a heavy  fire,  and  made 
a charge,  when,  the  enemy  giving  way,  we  entered  the  rifle-pits.  Here 
many  of  our  men  fell,  perfectly  exhausted  from  overheat. 

At  this  point  the  firing  ceased  on  our  left,  indicating  that  our  forces 
had  been  called  off.  The  enemy,  seeing  our  condition,  rushed  upon  and 
surrounded  us,  and  compelled  many  of  our  officers  and  men  to  surrender. 

The  detachment  under  my  command  advanced  over  two  ravines  and 
up  the  hill  fronting  and  nearest  to  the  intrenchmeuts  and  fort,  about 
300  paces  distant,  which  position  we  held  about  two  hours,  keeping  up 
a constant  fire  until  the  ammunition  was  exhausted. 

About  that  time  Colonel  Hawthorn,  on  our  right,  ordered  a charge  on 
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the  intrenehments.  I called  on  my  men  to  join  in  the  charge,  which, 
with  the  exception  of  Captain  Donaldson  and  part  of  his  comiiany,  fol- 
lowed; and  in  about  twenty  minutes  we  reached  the  intrencliments, 
where  I remained  awaiting  ammunition  which  I had  sent  for,  until  I 
was  ordered  to  fall  back. 

My  men,  with  few  exceptions,  acted  well.  I will  mention  the  names 
of  Lieutenant  [Joseph  J.]  Porter,  of  Company  B ; Lieutenant  [J.  D.l 
Thompson,  Sergeant  [P.  W.]  Lowery,  and  Private  [J.  T.j  Dance,  of 
Company  A,  as  acting  with  marked  bravery. 

The  loss  of  the  detachment  was  2 killed,  6 wounded,  and  30  missing. 

The  regiment  entered  the  fight  with  an  aggregate  of  432.  The  entire 
loss  was  217. 

I respectfully  submit  the  above  as  my  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
BelPs  regiment  in  the  engagement  of  the  4th  instant  at  Helena. 

T.  H.  BLACKBALL, 

Major , Commanding  BelVs  Regiment. 

Captaiu  [Wyatt  C.]  Thomas, 

[ Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 


No.  23. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen . L.  M.  Walker , C.  S.  Army , commanding  division . 

Headquarters  in  the  Field, 

Camp  near  Lick  Creek , July  7,  1863. 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  con- 
duct of  my  cavalry  brigade  in  the  battle  before  Helena  on  the  4th  in- 
stant : 

In  obedience  to  General  Orders,  No.  2,  I moved  my  command  toward 
Helena  on  Sterling  road.  Arriving  at  the  blockade  before  daylight,  I 
dismounted  and  sent  forward  three  companies,  attempting  to  capture 
the  enemy’s  pickets  in  that  direction.  At  daylight  I sent  forward  three 
more  companies,  dismounted,  and  commenced  the  work  of  removing 
obstacles  in  the  blockade  for  the  passage  of  artillery.  My  advance  soon 
became  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Re-enforcing  my  advance,  and  for- 
warding and  bringing  into  action  my  artillery,  I was  continually  en- 
gaged until  nearly  3 p.  m.  I effectually  complied  with  the  part  assigned 
to  me  in  the  order  of  attack  by  preventing  the  enemy  from  throwing 
troops  to  Rightor  Hill,  which  they  were  constantly  trying  to  do,  and 
made  two  strong  efforts  and  were  repulsed.  I protected  Brigadier- 
General  Marmaduke’s  left  flank.  My  command  was  engaged  in  front 
of  his  left. 

At  about  2 o’clock  I was  informed  by  General  Marmaduke  that  he 
had  already  withdrawn  his  command.  I had  hard  fighting  to  protect 
my  left  flank,  and  when  my  right  became  exposed  I commenced  to  get 
loose  from  the  enemy  and  retired. 

I must  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  com- 
mand upon  the  occasion.  No  straggling  in  reaching  the  place  assigned 
them,  although  accompanied  by  apparently  insurmountable  difficulties  j 
resisted  successfully  the  enemy,  and  drove  him  twice  handsomely. 

I send  herewith  reports  of  Colonels  [Arch.  S.l  Dobbin  and  [Robert 
C.]  Newton. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  WALKER, 
Brigadier-  General » 
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No.  24. 

Report  of  Col.  Robert  C.  Newton , Fifth  Arkansas  Cavalry. 

Camp  at  Gist’s,  Phillips  County,  Ark., 

July  8,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  your  instructions  of 
to  day,  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment 
in  the  attack  on  Helena  on  the  4th  instant : 

1 reached  Mrs.  Mooney’s  and  halted  there  about  12  p.  m.  on  3d  instant. 
About  an  hour  before  day  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  in  obedience  to  an 
order  from  the  brigadier-general  commanding,  I resumed  the  march, 
taking  the  Sterling  road  toward  Helena,  moving  in  rear  of  Colonel  [A. 
S.]  Dobbin’s  regiment.  Arriving  at  the  spring  about  1 mile  from  town, 
the  brigade  was  halted  by  General  Walker.  We  remained  there  until 
the  firing  commenced  to  our  right,  when  I was  ordered  up  to  a point 
near  the  blockade  of  felled  timber,  there  to  await  orders. 

About  7 o’clock  I received  an  order  to  send  30  sharpshooters  to  the 
support  of  those  from  Colonel  Dobbin’s  regiment,  who  were  deployed  to 
our  front  beyond  the  blockade,  and  to  the  left  of  the  skirmishers  from 
General  Marmaduke’s  command.  I detailed  the  required  number  from 
the  different  companies,  selecting  men  with  long-range  guns  as  far  as 
practicable,  placed  them  under  command  of  Lieutenant  [J.  C.]  Barnes, 
of  Company  A,  and  carried  them  forward  to  the  left  of  Dobbin’s  skir- 
mishers, and  beyond  the  lagoon  which,  starting  from  near  the  base  of 
the  levee  on  the  north  side  of  Helena,  runs  eastward  to  Porter’s  Lake, 
where  they  were  soon  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  did  good  service. 

At  7.30  [a.  m.],  by  order  of  General  Walker,  I detached  Companies 
B and  G,  under  command  of  Captain  [W.  N.]  Portis,  of  the  former,  and 
deployed  them  as  skirmishers  to  support  Barnes’  sharpshooters,  and 
resist  a small  force  of  Federal  cavalry  which  was  reported  to  be  threat- 
ening our  extreme  left.  About  8 o’clock  Portis  reported  to  me  that  the 
enemy  had  re-enforced  in  his  front ; that  he  was  being  pressed  and  needed 
two  more  companies.  I immediately  communicated  the  information  to 
General  Walker,  and  by  his  direction  instructed  Portis  to  observe  the 
enemy  closely,  skirmish  with  him,  and,  if  too  heavily  pressed,  fall  back 
slowly,  advising  me  from  time  to  time  of  what  was  transpiring. 

About  this  time  I received  an  order  to  send  forward  another  company 
to  support  Dobbin’s  skirmishers,  which  I obeyed  by  sending  Captain 

g\  J.]  Bollow’s  company  (E),  under  command  of  Lieutenant  [W.  W.] 
arner. 

Learning  that  the  enemy  had  made  several  attempts  to  force  Portis 
back  and  gain  possession  of  the  west  bank  of  Porter’s  Lake — which  would 
enable  him,  by  means  of  his  sharpshooters,  to  annoy  the  men  at  our 
battery  posted  on  the  hill  in  front  of  the  blockade,  and  perhaps  finally 
force  us  from  the  hill  altogether — I went  in  person  to  where  Portis  was, 
to  learn  the  true  condition  of  affairs  and  ascertain  what,  if  anything, 
could  be  done.  I found  that  Portis  with  his  small  force  had  made  a 
gallant  resistance,  and  had  thus  far  foiled  the  enemy  in  his  several  at- 
tempts to  occupy  the  western  or  inner  bank  of  Porter’s  Lake ; but  that 
he  nevertheless  had  lost  some  ground  and  had  but  little  more  to  lose.  I 
deemed  it  important,  therefore,  not  only  to  regain  what  had  been  lost, 
but  to  drive  the  enemy  beyond  the  levee  and  into  town,  if  possible,  with 
my  small  force.  There  not  being  time  left  me  to  previously  communi- 
cate with  General  Walker,  I ordered  up  Companies  C and  F without 
first  notifying  him.  The  latter  I deployed  as  skirmishers  and  advanced 


Chap.  XXXTV.] 


435 


ATTACK  ON  HELENA,  ARK. 

to  the  front.  They  were  soon  engaged.  I moved  Company  O forward 
across  the  lagoon  before  mentioned,  and,  pushing  the  skirmishers  to 
the  front  vigorously,  ordered  a charge.  The  enemy  fled  precipitately. 
We  pursued  him  about  300  yards.  Finding  that  he  was  rallying  his 
men  in  his  rifle-pits,  which  were  situated  to  the  left  of  the  levee  and  near 
the  river  bank,  I deployed  my  whole  force  then  with  me  as  skirmishers, 
posted  them  as  best  I could,  and  left  them  under  command  of  Captain 
Portis,  with  instructions  to  hold  the  ground  we  had  thus  gained  until  he 
should  receive  other  orders  from  me.  I started  to  the  headquarters  of 
the  brigadier- general  commanding  to  get  permission  to  use  my  whole 
regiment  for  the  purpose  of  dislodging  the  enemy,  or,  failing  in  that, 
confining  him  to  his  rifle-pits  and  thus  prevent  him  from  annoying  our 
left.  Arriving  there,  I learned  that  our  troops  were  withdrawing,  and, 
by  General  Walker’s  direction,  retired  my  command  to  the  point  where 
the  mountain  road,  leading  from  the  spring  on  the  Sterling  road  to  the 
Grant’s  Mill  road,  diverges  from  the  Sterling  road,  and  there  disposed 
my  force  so  as  to  cover  the  withdrawal  of  our  troops.  When  the  rear 
of  Dobbin’s  regiment  had  passed,  I moved  back  on  the  mountain  road, 
as  directed,  and  thence  upon  Grant’s  Mill  road. 

I inclose  herewith  a list  of  casualties.* 

The  officers  and  men  engaged  behaved  in  admirable  style.  Captains 
Portis  and  [L.  D.]  Bryant,  commanding  skirmishers,  did  their  duty  well. 
Lieutenant  Barnes,  who,  with  his  30  sharpshooters,  was  almost  con- 
stantly engaged,  here,  as  everywhere  else  that  I have  ever  placed  him, 
was  prompt  and  faithful,  and  displayed  great  courage.  Lieutenant  [J. 
F.]  Smith,  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  brave  to  a fault,  and  seeking  rather 
than  avoiding  danger,  rendered  much  valuable  service.  And  as  were 
the  officers,  so  were  the  private  soldiers  whom  they  led.  Fearless  of 
danger,  each  seemed  intent  solely  on  doing  his  duty  well. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  NEWTON, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

Capt.  J.  C.  Alexander,  Ass  A Adjt.  Gen.,  Walker's  Division , &c. 


No.  25. 

Report  of  Col.  Archibald  S.  Dobbin , Arkansas  Cavalry. 

In  the  Field,  July  5,  1863. 

General:  I respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ment of  my  regiment  on  the  4th  ultimo  [instant] : 

According  to  your  order  I moved  my  regiment  and  battery  of  four  pieces 
on  the  evening  of  the  3d  from  the  Bouiefarm,  on  the  Little  Rock  road, 
4 miles  west  of  Helena,  to  the  old  Porter  farm  east  of  Crowley’s  Ridge, 
on  the  road  leading  from  Helena  to  Sterling,  a distance  of  about  15  miles, 
and  remained  at  that  place  until  2 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  4th ; 
then  moved  down  the  road  to  a point  where  the  mill  road  intersects  the 
Sterling  road,  1J  miles  north  of  Helena,  where  I dismounted  150  men, 
and  sent  them  forward  as  skirmishers  beyond  the  blockade  to  within 
three-quarters  of  a mile  of  Helena  and  a short  distance  above  the  levee 
leading  out  from  the  hills.  I then  dismounted  150  more  men,  and  sent 
them  forward  to  the  same  point,  and  extended  the  line  of  skirmishers 
from  the  hills  to  the  Mississippi  River.  I then  drew  up  the  remainder 
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of  the  regiment  in  line  of  battle  north  of  the  blockade,  about  400  yards 
in  the  rear  of  the  line  of  skirmishers,  and  then  awaited  to  learn  the  re- 
sult of  the  attack  made  by  General  Marmaduke  upon  the  battery  and 
fortifications  on  Biglitor  Hill,  and  not  learning  anything  definite,  and 
discovering  the  enemy  moving  up  between  the  levee  and  Mississippi 
Biver,  I moved  my  battery  forward,  according  to  your  order,  and  com- 
menced firing  on  the  enemy  advancing,  and  also  the  enemy’s  batteries 
playing  upon  General  Marmaduke’s  command  and  my  front.  I then 
advanced,  causing  the  enemy  to  fall  back,  moving  their  battery  some 
600  yards  farther  down  the  levee.  About  two  hours  after,  the  enemy 
again  advanced,  with  artillery,  and  much  larger  force  than  at  first.  I 
again  opened  fire  on  them  with  my  battery  and  small-arms,  and,  with 
the  assistance  of  a portion  of  Colonel  [Bobert  C.]  Newton’s  regiment, 
again  caused  them  to  fall  back  and  move  their  battery  still  farther  down 
the  levee,  after  which  skirmishing  was  kept  up  until  some  three  hours 
after  the  firing  had  ceased  along  our  entire  line,  at  which  time  I re- 
ceived your  order  to  fall  back  slowly  on  the  Grant  Mill  road,  which  I 
succeeded  in  doing  without  losing  any  men  after  I left  the  battle-field. 

The  loss  in  my  regiment,  in  the  engagements,  was  4 killed  and  8 
wounded — 1 mortally,  2 seriously,  and  5 slightly.  For  particulars,  I 
refer  you  to  report  of  Dr.  Dunn,  surgeon  of  my  regiment,  herewith  in- 
closed.* 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  regiment  and  battery  deserve  great  credit 
for  gallantry  and  courage  displayed  on  that  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  # 

ABGH.  S.  DOBBIN, 
Colonel , Commanding  Regiment  Cavalry. 

Brigadier-General  [L.  M.j  Walker. 


No.  26. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  8.  Marmaduke , C.  8.  Army , commanding  division . 

Hdqrs.  Marmaduke’s  Diy.,  Jacksonport,  Ark.,  July  25,  1863. 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  herewith  the  part  taken  by  my 
command  in  the  battle  at  Helena. 

I was  ordered,  on  the  evening  of  July  3,  to  be  in  position,  attack,  and 
take  the  fort  on  Bigh tor’s  Hill  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  July  4. 
My  command  (mounted)  consisted  of  [Joseph  O.]  Shelby’s  brigade, 
about  1,100  men,  and  [Colton]  Greene’s  brigade,  650  men  ; total,  1.750. 

At  10  p.  m.  July  3, 1 marched  to  get  into  position.  When  3 miles  from 
the  fort,  I dismounted  my  whole  force,  except  one  company,  under  Major 
[Benjamin]  Elliott.  I then  moved  forward.  When  within  2 miles  of  the 
fort,  I found  the  road  and  country  thoroughly  obstructed,  the  enemy 
having  chopped  down  the  trees  and  rendered  almost  impassable  that  ap- 
proach to  the  fort  and  town.  The  country  was  exceedingly  rough.  I was 
delayed  some  half  hour  or  more  by  my  guides,  who  lost  their  way,  and 
reported  that  they  were  completely  lost  and  unable  to  guide  me  farther, 
in  consequence  of  which  I did  not  get  into  position  until  a little  after 
daylight,  but  before  sun-up.  The  enemy’s  pickets  and  skirmishers  were 
encountered  some  three-quarters  of  a mile  from  the  fort,  and  driven  to 
within  150  yards  of  the  fort.  In  this  the  enemy  lost  several  killed  and 
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wounded,  and  5 prisoners.  Shelby’s  brigade  was  in  the  advance,  and 
so  narrow  was  the  road,  and  so  rough  and  rugged  were  the  hills,  that 
the  troops  could  only  march  by  the  flank,  and  the  artillery  with  great 
difficulty  was  brought  up  piece  by  piece,  and  by  hand.  By  the  time  the 
advance  had  reached  within  200  yards*  of  the  fort,  and  those  in  rear 
brought  up  and  deployed  along  the  ridges,  the  enemy  had  brought  to 
my  left  and  rear  a body  of  infantry  and  several  pieces  of  artillery,  which, 
during  the  whole  day’s  fight,  poured  upon  me  a deadly  fire.  I now  had 
a heavy  force  in  my  front,  infantry  in  rifle-pits  and  artillery  in  position, 
which  it  would  have  been  difficult  with  my  whole  force  to  have  carried. 
In  addition,  I had  the  force  on  my  left  (of  infantry  and  artillery)  thor- 
oughly protected  by  the  levee,  which  engaged  a large  part  of  my  force, 
and,  on  every  attempt  to  advance,  enfiladed  my  line.  It  was  from  the 
sharpshooters  and  artillery  on  my  left  and  rear  that  I suffered  my 
greatest  loss,  and  not  until  they  were  dislodged  could  I have  advanced. 
I twice  dispatched  to  Brigadier-General  Walker  to  advance  and  assist 
me  in  dislodging  them.  It  was  not  done. 

From  4.30  a.  m.  till  11  a.  m.  I held  my  position,  unable  to  advance, 
the  enemy,  with  their  infantry  and  artillery  on  my  front  and  left  flank, 
constantly  engaging  my  forces.  At  11  a.  m.  I received  orders  from 
General  Holmes  to  retire. 

My  loss  was  14  killed,  52  wounded,  and  1 missing.*  Among  the  killed 
were  Maj.  R.  H.  Smith,  my  division  quartermaster,  and  Oapt.  J.  C.  Clark, 
of  Company  D,  Shelby’s  regiment.  Major  Smith  was  a gallant  and  val- 
uable officer.  He  was  shot  dead  beside  a piece  of  artillery,  encouraging 
and  assisting  the  cannoneers  in  their  duties.  Captain  Clark  was  a most 
exemplary  man  and  excellent  officer.  He  was  killed  leading  his  men 
forward. 

Among  the  wounded  I regret  to  announce  that  Colonel  Shelby,  com- 
manding brigade,  who  was  ever  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  received  a 
painful  and  serious  wound  in  the  wrist. 

For  a more  special  report  of  the  conduct  of  the  several  regiments  and 
their  officers,  I respectfully  refer  you  to  the  brigade  commanders.  As 
yet  I have  not  received  the  report  for  Shelby’s  brigade;  will  forward 
it  as  soon  as  received ; have  delayed  this  report  awaiting  same.  The 
conduct  of  every  officer  and  soldier  of  my  command,  as  far  as  I know, 
was  excellent. 

The  attack  upon  Fort  Rightor  by  my  command  was  a failure.  I have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  my  troops  would  have  carried  it  had  it  not 
been  for  the  force  on  my  left  and  rear,  which  occupied  that  position  after 
daylight,  and  which  could  and  should  have  been  prevented  from  taking 
that  position,  and,  after  they  had  gained  the  position,  could  have  been 
driven  from  it  by  General  Walker’s  brigade,  which  did  not  come  to  the 
support  of  my  left  till  after  7 a.  m. ; and  during  the  whole  engagement 
his  force  was  more  than  half  a mile  to  my  left  and  rear.  I could  see 
the  force  which  engaged  Walker’s  brigade,  and  at  no  time  did  it  exceed 
500.  I think  300  a big  estimate.  Walker’s  brigade  not  only  did  not 
prevent  re- enforcements  from  going  to  Fort  Rightor,  but  the  enemy 
after  sunrise  actually  passed  to  my  left  and  half  a mile  to  my  rear,  and 
held  that  position  during  the  day. 

Yery  respectfully, 

J.  S.  MARMADUKE, 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding . 

Maj.  W.  B.  Blair, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Arkansas. 


* But  see  revised  statement,  p.  438. 
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Return  of  Casualties  in  Marmadukds  division,  July  4,  1863. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  list.] 


Killed. 


■Wounded. 


Missing. 


12 


16 


10 


43 


12 


54 


67 


Command. 


Division  staff* 

Greene’s  brigade : 

3d  Missouri  Cavalry. . 
8th  Missouri  Cavalryt- 
Young’s  battalion 

Total 


Shelby’s  brigade : 

Staff 

5th  Missouri  Cavalry. 
6th  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Jeans’  regiment 

Bledsoe’s  battery 

Total 

Grand  total 


No.  27. 

Findings  of  Court  of  Inquiry  in  case  of  Brig.  Gen.  Dandridge  McRae. 

General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

No.  100.  i Shreveport , Z&.,  December  29,  1864. 

I.  At  a Court  of  Inquiry  convened  at  Camden,  Ark.,  by  virtue  of 
Special  Orders,  No.  142,  Paragraph  IY,  June  7, 1864,  Department  Head- 
quarters, to  examine  into,  report  upon,  and  express  their  opinion  as  to 
the  merits  of  a charge  against  Brig.  Gen.  Dandridge  McRae,  Provis- 
ional Army  Confederate  States,  of  misbehavior  before  the  enemy  at  the 
attack  upon  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4,  1863,  the  following  conclusion  was 
arrived  at  by  the  court : 

FINDING  AND  OPINION  OF  THE  COURT. 

The  testimony  being  before  the  court,  with  the  statement  of  Briga- 
dier-General McRae,  and  the  court  being  cleared  for  deliberation,  and 
having  duly  considered  the  testimony  of  all  the  witnesses,  together 
with  the  papers  and  maps  accompanying  the  record,  are  of  opinion  that 
General  McRae’s  conduct  at  Helena  on  July  4,  1863,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  attack  on  the  enemy  at  that  place,  was  obnoxious  to  no  charge  of 
misbehavior  before  the  enemy. 

II.  The  Court  of  Inquiry  in  the  case  of  Brig.  Gen.  D.  McRae  is  dis- 
solved. 

By  command  of  General  E.  Kirby  Smith : 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


*Maj.  R.  H.  Smith,  quartermaster,  killed, 
t Lieut.  G.  R.  Norment  killed. 
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No.  28. 


Estimate  of  troops  in  Trans- Mississippi  Department  after  battle  at  Helena .* 

DISTRICT  OF  ARKANSAS. 


Command. 


Price’s  division : 

Fagan’s  brigade 

McRae’s  brigade 

Tappan’s  brigade... 

Parsons’  brigade 

Marmaduke’s  division : 

Shelby’s  brigade 

Greene’s  brigade 

Burbridge’s  brigade 
Kitchenvs  battaRon  . 


s* 


Number  of  reg- 
iments, &c. 


Troops. 


• 

mo: 

£ 

6>C^« 

■4 


s* 

00 

w 


. . 4 regiments 

..  4 regiments 

..  3 regiments 

< 4 regiments...  1 
{ 1 battalion 5 


Arkansas  Volunteers... 
Arkansas  Volunteers... 
Arkansas  Volunteers... 

Missouri  Volunteers  ... 


12, 961 


5,500 


4 regiments 

3 regiments 

2 regiments 


Missouri  Volunteers. 
Missouri  Volunteers. 
Missouri  Volunteers. 
Missouri  Volunteers. 


3,000 


Steele’s  division : 
Cooper’s  brigade. 


Cabell’s  brigad#  . . . 

Frost’s  brigade  — 
Dobbin’s  regiment. 

Hill’s  battalion 

Denson’s  company. 

Total 


{2  regiments 
1 battalion. 
2 companies 
5 regiments 
4 battalions 
f 2 regiments 
! 2 battalions 
j 1 regiment . 
{ 1 battalion. 

. . 5 regiments 


| Texas  Volunteers 

| Indians 

| Arkansas  Volunteers... 

| Texas  Volunteers 

. . Arkansas  V olunteers . . . 

. . Arkansas  Cavalry 

. . Arkansas  Artillery 

. . Louisiana  Cavalry 


5,134 


2,000 


3, 289 
914 
422 
149 


31, 933 


1, 800 
605 
251 
52 


14,  508 


DISTRICT  OF  WESTERN  LOUISIANA. 


Carter’s  brigade  t 

Parsons’  regiment! 

Harrison’s  battalion! 

Fort  Beauregard 

Walker’s  division  (three  brigades) . . . 

Polignac’s  brigade 

Speight’s  brigade 

Major’s  brigade 

Green’s  brigade 

Mouton’s  brigade 


2 regiments 


I battalion 

II  regiments..  ? 

1 battalion j 

3 regiments 

2 regiments 

4 regiments 

3 regiments 

1 regiment 

3 regiments 

3 battalions 


Texas  Cavalry 

Texas  Cavalry 

Louisiana  Cavalry 

Louisiana  Volunteers. .. 

Texas  Volunteers 

Texas  Volunteers 

Texas  Volunteers 

Texas  Volunteers 

Texas  Volunteers 

Louisiana  Volunteers. . . 
Louisiana  Volunteers. . . 
Louisiana  Volunteers. . . 


Total 


1, 800 

800 

800 

300 

500 

250 

400 

175 

9,  000 

3,500 

1, 712 

1, 255 

1,585 

700 

2,400 

•j 

1,500 

l 5,400 

3,  000 

23,597 

11, 480 

DISTRICT  OF  TEXAS,  ETC. 


Eastern  sub-district,  Brigadier-Gen-  < 
eral  Scurry. 

f 

, . - 

Western  sub-district,  Brigadier-Gen- < 
eral  Bee. 


3 regiments 

2 battalions 

2 companies  . . - 

3 regiments 

1 battalion 

12  companies  . . . 
1 regiment 

6 companies  .... 

5 battalions 

7 companies 

4 companies  t . . . 
4 companies  § ... 


Texas  Cavalry.. 
Texas  Cavalry. . 
Texas  Cavalry.. 
Texas  Infantry. 
Texas  Infantry. 
Texas  Artillery. 
Texas  Infantry. 
Texas  Infantry. 
Texas  Cavalry.. 
Texas  Cavalry.. 
Light  artiMery. . 
Heavy  artillery. 


Total 


1,977 
790 
170 
2, 486 
590 
1, 098 

J 1, 305 

1, 963 
567 
371 
400 


11,  717 


1,  500 
400 
50 
1,400 
300 
500 


1, 100 
290 
210 
245 


6,  595 


* Note  on  Original. — Does  not  allow  for  loss  at  Helena.  No  report. 
1 East  of  Monroe.  | Twenty-one  guns.  § Fourteen  guns. 
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Estimate  of  troops  in  Trans-Mississippi  Department  after  battle  at  Helena — Continued. 

RECAPITULATION. 


Districts. 

Aggregate. 

Estimate  for 

duty. 

Arkansas  and  Indian  Territory 

31, 933 
23, 597 
11, 717 

14, 508 
11, 480 
6,595 

Western  Louisiana 

Texas 

No.  29. 

Reports  of  Surg.  W.  M.  McPheeters,  C.  S.  Army. 

Hospital  at  Mr.  Allen  Polk’s, 

July  6,  1863. 

Sir  : A squad  of  Federal  cavalry,  under  command  of  Colonel  Clay- 
ton, took  possession  of  this  hospital  about  1 p.  m.  to-day.  General  Ross, 
whose  brigade  was  stationed  near  by,  soon  came  up,  when  all  the 
wounded  remaining  on  hand  were  paroled,  amounting  to  72  in  all.  I 
had  previously  sent  off  on  yesterday  and  to-day  63  of  the  more  slightly 
wounded,  including  5 nurses.  Prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  troops,  some 
five  or  six  shot  and  shell  were  fired  at  the  hospital,  some  of  which  came 
within  a few  feet  of  the  main  building,  and  one  struck  and  fell  inside 
of  one  of  the  cabins  in  which  the  wounded  were  lying.  This  induced 
me  to  address  a communication  to  the  Federal  commander,  informing 
him  that  this  building  was  occupied  as  a hospital,  and  asking  him  to 
respect  our  wounded,  but  before  it  was  sent  Colonel  Clayton  came  up, 
to  whom  it  was  delivered.  He  stated  that  he  had  not  observed  our 
yellow  flag,  but  that  as  soon  as  he  saw  it  he  had  sent  back  and  ordered 
the  artillery  to  cease  firing.  They  remained  about;  an  hour.  We  had 
nothing  to  complain  of  in  their  treatment.  Indeed,  General  Ross  stated 
that,  if  we  desired  it,  our  wounded  here  might  be  sent  into  Helena,  where 
they  could  have  ice  and  other  comforts ; but  as  they  are  comfortable 
here,  and  as  we  will  probably  have  an  opportunity  to  send  most  cf  them 
forward  to  Trenton,  where  the  others  have  gone,  I think  I shall  not 
avail  myself  of  his  offer.  Our  wounded  are  almost  all  doing  remarka- 
bly well.  Only  one  death  has  yet  occurred— Private  [E.]  Strickland, 
Company  I,  Gause’s  regiment,  McRae’s  brigade.  As  yet  I have  had  no 
means  of  ascertaining,  with  any  certainty,  the  number  of  our  killed  and 
wounded  remaining  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  The  officers  and  men 
varied  very  much  in  their  statements,  some  estimating  the  number  at 
400,  others  at  800,  showing  evidently  that  it  was  all  guess-work  with 
them.  One  officer  stated  to  me  that  they  had  sent  off  570  prisoners  on 
one  boat,  on  the  evening  of  the  4th,  including  Colonel  [L.  M.]  Lewis. 
Captain  [J.  R.]  Morris,  of  Company  H,  Gause’s  regiment,  who  was  re- 
ported killed,  they  say  was  taken  prisoner.  In  the  confusion  of  their 
occupation  of  the  hospital,  I was  unable  to  learn  as  to  the  fate  of  others 
of  our  command. 

[Federal]  officers  and  men  seemed  to  be  in  the  finest  possible  spirits 
over  the  surrender  of  Yicksburg,  which  they  assert  took  place  on  the  4th, 
unconditionally,  and  without  a fight,  with  22,700  prisoners.  General 
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Grant,  they  say,  first  sent  up  a boat  with  the  news  of  the  surrender, 
and  subsequently  another  giving  the  number  of  prisoners.  He  massed 
his  forces,  they  say,  and  marched  in  unopposed.  As  marvelous  as  this 
is,  the  officers  and  men  evidently  believe  it,  and  when  Port  Hudson  is 
taken,  they  say  they  will  have  complete  possession  of  the  Mississippi 
River.  I could  get  no  definite  information  as  to  General  Lee’s  army. 
One  officer  remarked  that  the  news  from  Pennsylvania  was  “very  much 
mixed.”  As  soon  as  the  wounded  here  are  sent  off,  or  in  a condition  to 
be  left,  I shall  start  to  join  your  headquarters.  Hr.  Cunningham  left 
yesterday  evening  for  Trenton,  thence  for  Little  Rock,  thinking  that  he 
could  do  more  good  in  the  latter  place.  Drs.  [C.  H.]  Baer,  [ J.  H.]  Swin- 
dells, [A.  N.]  Kincannon,  and  Burckhart  are  still  here.  Mr.  Polk  is 
exceedingly  kind,  giving  not  only  his  house  and  every  thing  in  it,  but  his 
personal  services  to  our  wounded. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  McPHEETERS, 
Surgeon  in  Charge  of  Hospital. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  Private  John  W.  Haynes,  Company 
A,  Glenn’s  regiment,  has  died.  Hr.  McNair,  of  Bell’s  regiment,  has  also 
arrived  from  Helena,  having  been  released,  with  his  infirmary  corps  of 
13  men,  all  of  whom  are  en  route  for  General  Fagan’s  brigade.  He 
states  that  all  our  wounded  have  been  sent  up  to  Memphis ; Colonel 
[S.  S.]  Bell  wounded,  and  a prisoner.  The  enemy  estimate  their  loss  at 
200  killed  and  wounded.  He  heard  the  report  of  the  capture  of  Vicks- 
burg, but  seems  not  to  credit  it  himself.  He  was  not  permitted  to  bring 
out  or  to  see  a paper. 


Hospital  at  Mr.  Allen  Polk’s, 

July  7,  1863. 

General  : I had  the  honor  of  writing  you  on  yesterday,  giving  a 
report  of  the  condition  of  our  wounded  here,  of  a visit  from  the  Fed- 
erals,  and  the  current  news,  as  far  as  I could  get  it,  which  letter  I hope 
you  will  receive. 

This  morning  the  medical  director,  a corps  of  surgeons,  and  an  ambu- 
lance train  came  out  to  take  possession  of  our  wounded,  and,  if  desired 
by  me,  to  take  them  into  Helena.  They  brought  out  such  medical  and 
hospital  stores  as  they  supposed  we  needed — sugar,  tea,  coffee,  potatoes, 
bandages,  &c.,  and  were,  f must  say,  very  polite  and  kind,  indeed.  I 
declined  sending  the  wounded  in,  preferring  to  keep  them  here,  where 
we  will  be  able  to  make  them  comfortable ; whereupon  the  medical  di- 
rector promised  to  send  us  out  ice  and  such  other  articles  as  we  stand 
in  need  of,  a list  of  which  I furnished  him.  I must  repeat  it  again  that 
they  were  exceedingly  kind,  and  I wish  to  give  them  full  credit  for  it. 
One  of  their  ambulances,  horses,  and  driver,  sent  out,  as  they  say,  to 
bring  in  our  wounded,  was  captured,  I understand,  by  General  Fagan’s 
command.  This  they  complain  of  very  much.  I promised  to  report  the 
fact  to  you,  assuring  them  that  if  the  facts  were  as  stated  you  would 
certainly  have  it  returned.  All  the  surgeons  who  were  left  in  Helena, 
and  have  since  returned,  speak  in  high  terms  of  their  attention  to  our 
wounded,  and,  as  they  claim  that  it  was  sent  out  for  the  benefit  of  our 
men,  I am  satisfied  that  we  would  consult  our  interest  by  having  it 
promptly  returned. 
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Colonel  [E.  A.]  Hart  was  wounded  in  the  left  leg,  not  dangerously ; has 
gone  to  Memphis.  Adjutant  [Edward]  Warburg  lost  his  leg.  Lieutenant 
[W.  F.]  Eector  was  killed,  or  rather  died ; lived  six  hours.  These  are 
the  only  additional  particulars  that  I have  received  since  my  last.  Our 
wounded  here  are  doing  as  well  as  could  be  expected.  I am  doing  all 
that  I possibly  can  to  make  them  comfortable.  Up  to  this  time  three 
deaths  only  have  occurred.  I write  in  great  haste,  as  the  messenger  is 
anxious  to  get  oft*.  I will  report  from  time  to  time. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  McPHEETEES. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sterling-  Price. 

P.  S. — Ho  additional  news  from  Vicksburg. 


JULY  4,  1863. — Affair  in  the  Black  Fork  Hills,  Mo. 

Report  of  Brig . Gen.  Odon  Guitar , Missouri  Enrolled  Militia . 

, Mexico,  Mo.,  July  7, 1863. 

General:  A party  of  the  Hinth  Cavalry,  under  Major  Draper,  on 
the  4th  instant  came  on  a band  of  rebels,  under  Pulliam,  in  the  Black 
Fork  Hills,  routed  them,  taking  a notorious  character  by  the  name  of 
Palmer,  and  capturing  20  others  and  equipments.  They  are  yet  in 
pursuit. 

O.  GUITAE, 

Brigadier - General , Commanding . 

Major-General  Schofield. 


JULY  7,  1863.— Skirmish  near  Dry  wood,  Mo. 

Report  of  Maj . Elias  A . Calkins , Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

Camp  on  Drywood,  Mo.,  July  11, 1863. 

Major  : In  compliance  with  orders  received  by  your  hands,  on  the  7th 
instant,  I detailed,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  [Alexander]  M.  Pratt, 
Company  E,  the  following  companies,  of  this  regiment,  for  an  attack 
upon  the  guerrillas,  whose  rendezvous  was  supposed  to  be  near  the 
junction  of  the  Marmiton  and  Osage  Eivers,  some  28  miles  north  of  this 
camp:  Company  D,  Lieutenant  [John]  Crites;  Company  E,  Lieutenant 
[William]  Culbertson,  and  Company  K,  Lieutenant  [John  P.J  McDowell. 

The  command  left  this  camp  at  10  p.  m.  of  that  day,  and,  by  a circuit- 
ous march  of  about  40  miles,  reached  their  destination  at  10  a.  m.  the 
following  day,  where  the  advance  came  upon  the  pickets  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  followed  into  the  principal  guerrilla  camp,  a high  piece  of 
ground,  surrounded  by  swamps  and  stagnant  water.  Our  force  boldly 
dashed  through  the  marsh  and  a thick  growth  of  underbrush,  where  a 
sharp  engagement  ensued,  lasting  about  an  hour  and  a half.  The  enemy 
were  well  protected  by  the  timber,  but  were  at  length  obliged  to  give 
way,  and  fled  in  all  directions.  They  were  closely  pursued  by  the  three 
columns  into  which  Captain  Pratt  divided  his  command,  the  pursuit 
lasting  until  near  dark.  Five  of  the  enemy  are  supposed  to  be  killed 


Chap.  XXXIV.] 


SKIRMISH  AT  GRAND  PASS,  IDAHO. 


443 


and  3 severely  wounded.  Among  the  wounded  was  the  noted  guer- 
rilla Pony  Hill.  Captain  Taylor  is  also  reported  wounded.  Our  loss 
was  1 killed — John  H.  Eobinson,  Company  E.  His  body  was  stripped 
of  the  clothing  worth  carrying  away,  and  his  pockets  were  rifled  by  the 
enemy.  Their  camp  was  totally  broken  up  and  the  guerrillas  scattered 
in  all  directions.  The  intended  raid  into  Kansas  was  thereby  prevented, 
at  least  for  the  present. 

The  command  returned  to  this  camp  at  3 p.  m.  yesterday,  greatly 
fatigued,  but  in  good  health  and  spirits.  The  citizen  guides  who  accom- 
panied the  expedition,  I am  sorry  to  say,  knew  nothing  of  the  roads  or 
country  $ led  the  command  a roundabout,  unnecessary,  and  fatiguing 
march ; refused  to  communicate  with  the  commanding  officer,  and  are 
totally  untrustworthy. 

Great  credit  is  due  Captain  [Alexander  M.]  Pratt  for  the  energy  and 
daring  which  characterized  his  action,  and  also  to  Lieutenant  McDowell, 
Lieutenant  Culbertson,  and  Lieutenant  Crites,  with  the  gallant  men  of 
their  respective  commands. 

Inclosed  please  see  invoice  of  contraband  property  taken  and  delivered 
to  Capt.  J.  G.  Haskell,  assistant  quartermaster. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  A.  CALKINS, 

Major , Commanding  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


JULY  7,  1863. — Skirmish  with  Indians  at  Grand  Pass,  Idaho. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  John  M.  Chivington,  First  Colorado  Cavalry,  commanding  District  of 
Colorado. 

No.  2. — Capt.  Asaph  Allen,  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  John  M.  Chivington , First  Colorado  Cavalry , commanding 

District  of  Colorado. 

Headquarters  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver  City , Colo.,  August  7,  1863. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  send  you  the  u official”  report  of 
Captain  Allen,  commanding  Fort  Halleck,  of  the  recent  skirmish  with 
the  Hte  Indians  near  that  post.  On  the  receipt  of  a similar  unofficial 
report  from  Captain  Allen,  and  before  I had  received  notice  that  the 
troops  in  that  part  of  Idaho  Territory  were  attached  to  this  district, 
I ordered  Maj.  E.  W.  Wynkoop,  First  Cavalry  of  Colorado,  to  proceed 
with  four  companies  of  cavalry  to  that  country,  and  recover,  if  possi- 
ble, the  stock  they  stole  from  the  Overland  Stage  Line  and  others, 
and  to  chastise  them  if  they  refused  to  give  them  up.  Major  Wynkoop 
with  his  command  proceeded,  with  forage  and  subsistence  train,  to  a point 
about  100  miles  southwest  of  Fort  Halleck.  I started  on  the  17th,  and 
overtook  the  command  on  the  24th  of  July,  and  on  the  27th  saw  them, 
with  56  mules  packed  and  fifteen  days’  rations,  taking  150  men,  with 
instructions  to  penetrate  the  country  to  the  headwaters  of  Bear,  White, 
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and  Snake  Rivers,  and  deeming  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  Arkansas 
and  other  points  in  the  district  such  as  to  require  my  attention,  I 
returned  to  this  place.  Will  in  due  time  give  a full  report  of  the  ex- 
pedition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  CHIVINGTON, 

Colonel  First  Colorado  Cavalry , Commanding  District . 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Saint  Louis , Mo. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  Asaph  Allen , Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Fort  Halleck,  Idaho,  July  7, 1863. 

Sir:  At  1 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant,  I started  Lieu- 
tenants [Henry]  Brandley  and  [Hugh  W.]  Williams,  with  nearly  my 
entire  command,  save  3 men  at  the  post,  in  pursuit  of  the  Ute  Indians, 
who  had  stolen  22  head  of  stock  from  the  mail  company,  plundered 
their  stations,  apd  committed  many  other  depredations.  They  overtook 
the  Indians,  posted  in  a pass  of  the  mountains,  about  30  miles  from  this 
post,  shortly  after  sunrise.  The  Indians  opened  fire  on  the  troops  from 
the  timber  and  thick  underbrush,  in  which  they  were  concealed.  The 
troops  engaged  them,  dismounting  and  charging  up  the  steep  hill-side, 
through  the  timber  and  brush,  drove  the  Indians,  250  in  number,  steadily 
up  and  over  the  brow  of  the  hill,  when  the  Indians  fled  scattering 
through  the  mountains.  The  stock  could  not  be  recovered,  neither  has 
anything  been  seen  of  the  Indians  since.  Sergt.  S.  N.  Waugh  was 
killed  in  the  charge  made  on  the  Indians;  was  shot  through  the  body; 
lived  but  a few  hours.  Six  other  men  of  my  company  were  badly 
wounded,  but  are  doing  well. 

There  were  70  troops  engaged.  The  Indians  own  to  a loss  of  over  60 
killed  and  wounded ; over  20  killed  on  the  field.  They  were  better 
mounted  and  armed  than  the  troops,  having  Hawkins’  rifles,  revolvers, 
bows  and  arrows,  and  spears,  and  would  have  killed  a great  many  more 
of  the  troops,  but  in  firing  down  the  steep  hill  side  they  invariably  fired 
too  high.  It  was  a perfect  hail-storm  of  lead  over  the  heads  of  the  troops. 
The  battle  lasted  two  hours.  The  troops  deserve  much  praise  for  their 
coolness,  steadiness,  and  courage  while  under  fire;  no  men  could  have 
done  better.  I stopped  all  emigrants,  enrolled  and  armed  them  for  the 
protection  of  the  post,  as  I had  only  3 enlisted  men  left.  These  were 
permitted  to  resume  their  journey  as  soon  as  the  necessity  for  their  de- 
tention ceased.  There  is  supposed  to  be  about  600  to  i,000  of  these 
Utes  in  this  vicinity  or  in  vicinity  of  Middle  Park.  Colonel  Chiving- 
ton,  Colorado  District,  is  sending  troops  over  into  the  “Park”  to  look 
after  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  ALLEN, 

Captain  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry  Volunteers , Commanding  Post. 

Capt.  Frank  Eno, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

P.  S. — I have  kept  a scouting  party  out  in  the  mountains  ever  since 
the  fight,  watching  the  devils. 
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JULY  11,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Stockton,  Mo. 

Report  of  Maj.  Charles  Sheppard , Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Enrolled 

Missouri  Militia . 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Mil.  Dist.,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia, 

Springfield , July  15,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  engagement  with 
the  enemy  by  the  enrolled  militia  at  Stockton,  on  Saturday,  July  11, 1863 : 

Livingston,  the  chief  of  bushwhackers  in  this  district,  with  100  men, 
surprised  and  attacked  the  militia  at  Stockton  at  1 p.  m.  that  day.  Lieut. 
W.  A.  McMinn,  commanding  detachment  of  Twenty-sixth  Regiment  En- 
rolled Missouri  Militia,  garrisoning  the  town,  had  his  headquarters  and 
arms  at  the  court-house,  and  immediately  commenced  fighting.  The 
fight  was  short,  resulting  in  the  killing  of  Livingston  and  3 others 
(left  dead  on  the  field),  and  15  men  wounded,  and  left  by  the  enemy  at 
Whitehair,  10  miles  southwest  from  Stockton.  How  many  men  were 
killed  and  wounded  is  unknown.  Our  loss  is  as  follows : Lieutenant 
McMinn  and  3 others  mortally  wounded,  and  2 slightly. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  SHEPPARD, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Col.  William  F.  Cloud, 

Comdg . District  of  Southwestern  Missouri , Springfield . 


JULY  — , 1863. — Skirmish  near  Cross  Hollow,  Ark. 

Report  of  Maj . James  J.  Johnson , First  Arkansas  Cavalry. 

Cassville,  Mo.,  July  12, 1863. 

Colonel  : My  scout,  under  command  of  Captain  [ J oseph  S.]  Robb,  has 
just  arrived ; went  as  far  as  Cross  Hollow.  The  woods  are  full  of  Con- 
federates. Two  batteries  of  artillery  at  Fayetteville ; the  whole  force  said 
to  be  about  5,000  strong.  They  also  claim  that  Marmaduke  is  to  be  their 
leader.  They  have  their  old  Black  Battery  at  Camp  Ragan,  6 miles 
from  Fayetteville,  on  the  Huntsville  road.  Cabell  is  at  Bentonville. 
Steele  has  gone  in  the  direction  of  Phillips’  command.  The  cannonading 
I heard  was  at  Fayetteville  Thursday,  celebrating  the  victory  of  Helena. 
This  they  claim.  My  scout  had  a skirmish  with  one  of  CabelPs,  in  which 
Captain  Maghan,  of  CabelPs  command,  was  killed ; also  6 privates,  and 
captured  6 head  of  horses.  Our  loss  was  1 horse  killed.  I have  100  of 
the  Second  Kansas  out  now  on  a scout. 

Respectfully, 

J.  J.  JOHNSON, 

Major  First  Arkansas  Cavalry , Commanding. 

Colonel  Cloud,  Springfield. 
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JULY  12,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Switzler’s  Mill,  Chariton  County,  Mo. 

j Report  of  Gapt.  Henry  S.  Glaze , Ninth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Brunswick,  July  13, 1863. 

Lieutenant  : Sergeant  Zimmerman  with  20  men  were  attacked  at 
the  house  of  John  Watson,  some  3 miles  e ) st  of  Switzler’s  Mill,  Chariton 
County,  yesterday  morning. 

On  the  night  previous  they  took  Mr.  Watson’s  son  a prisoner,  and 
during  the  night  he  made  his  escape.  They  then  made  every  prepara- 
tion for  an  attack,  knowing  he  would  bring  them  [the  rebels?],  if  there 
were  any  in  the  country.  About  6 o’clock,  just  as  they  were  all  ready 
to  mount  horses,  and  had  withdrawn  pickets,  they  observed,  about  75 
yards  distant,  in  a corn-field,  some  rebels.  Our  boys  got  the  first  shot. 
The  rebels  sent  their  buckshot  and  balls  very  thick  for  some  twenty 
minutes,  or  long  enough  [so]  that  one  of  the  men  loaded  and  shot  nine 
times.  They  then  made  maneuvers  as  though  they  were  going  to  sur- 
round the  house,  and  having  heard  by  one  of  the  negroes,  and  his  own 
observation  convincing  him,  that  there  was  between  60  and  100,  he 
started  a messenger  to  Glasgow  for  re-enforcements,  calculating  to  take 
position  in  the  house  and  out-buildings,  but  the  rebels  did  not  make  any 
further  attempt,  leaving  in  a northwestern  direction,  going,  I under- 
stand, up  the  east  side  of  Chariton.  Soon  Colonel  Denny  arrived  and 
started  in  pursuit,  with  60  men.  I also  seut  Lieutenant  [George  I.] 
Smith,  with  38  men,  to  try  and  head  them,  if  possible,  near  Keytes- 
ville;  if  not,  to  assist  in  pursuit.  We  had  1 man  badly  wounded,  and 
4 slightly.  The  boys  say  they  saw  several  rebels  fall  when  they  fired, 
but  they  only  found  1 man  with  his  leg  broken ; will  probably  die.  I 
did  not  send  the  sergeant  out  as  an  attacking  party,  but  to  try  and 
locate  them,  and  send  for  re  enforcements.  The  sergeant  counted  72 
men  as  they  were  marching  off  over  the  prairie.  I had  to  call  in  the 
citizens  to  guard  the  camp,  as  I sent  out  every  available  man. 

There  is  a party  of  rebels  up  on  Grand  River,  but  I have  had  no  men 
to  send  after  them.  When  they  are  chased  out  of  the  Persia  and  Moni- 
tor Hills,  they  come  up  here ; and  with  one  company  to  do  camp  duty, 
and  pretend  to  cope  with  them,  is  rather  hazardous.  They  are  not  going 
in  small  squads ; they  generally  travel  from  60  to  100.  Had  I the  arms, 
I could  get  citizens  to  assist  me,  but  I am  short  of  them. 

I shall  need  ammunition  soon,  and  if  I remain  here  I will  get  you  to 
send  me  some,  either  by  rail  to  Laclede  or  by  river  to  this  place. 

If  I stay  here,  I will  need  more  provisions.  Please  send  me  word 
whether  to  get  them  or  not.  I have  some  of  those  old  scoundrels  that 
were  feeding  those  rebels,  but  the  evidence  is  only  from  negroes  and 
circumstances.  What  shall  I do  with  them  ? I also  have  very  good 
evidence  on  several  others  feeding  them. 

This  is  the  first  time  since  I have  been  in  the  service  that  I was  unable 
to  go  on  a scout  when  needed. 

The  rebels  were  under  the  command  of  Holtsclaw,  of  Howard  County, 
recently  from  Price’s  army. 

No  news  from  Lieutenant  Smith  and  Colonel  Denny,  more  than  firing 
was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Beckelheimer’s  Mill  about  9 or  10  p.  m. 
yesterday. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  GLAZE, 

Captain  Company  H,  Ninth  Missouri  State  Militia . 

Lieut.  Luther  T.  Hayman, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt . Gen.,  Northeastern  District  of  Missouri. 
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JULY  17,  1863. — Engagement  at  Elk  Creek,  near  Honey  Springs,  Ind.  T. 

REPORTS, 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  the  Frontier 
No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  John  Bowles,  First  Kansas  Colored  Infantry,  Judson’s  brigade. 
No.  3. — Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  W.  Schaurte,  Second  Indian  Home  Guards. 

No.  4. — Lieut.  Col.  William  T.  Campbell,  Sixth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

No.  5.— Cap|j.  Edward  R.  Stevens,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

No.  6. — Capt.  Edward  A.  Smith,  Second  Kansas  Battery. 

No.  7. — Maj.  J.  Nelson  Smith,  Second  Colorado  Infantry,  Phillips’  brigade. 

No.  8. — Col.  Stephen  H.  Wattles,  First  Indian  Home  Guards. 

No.  9. — Capt.  Henry  Hopkins,  Hopkins’  Kansas  Battery. 

No.  10. — Brig.  Gen.  Douglas  H.  Cooper,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  consolidated  forces 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj . Gen.  James  G.  Blunt , TJ.  8.  Army , commanding  District 

of  the  Frontier . 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

In  the  Field , Fort  Blunt , G.  A.,  July  26,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  my  arrival  here  on 
the  11th  instant,  I found  the  Arkansas  Eiver  swollen,  and  at  once  com- 
menced the  construction  of  boats  to  cross  my  troops. 

The  rebels,  under  General  Cooper  (6,000),  were  posted  on  Elk  Creek, 
25  miles  south  of  the  Arkansas,  on  the  Texas  road,  with  strong  outposts 
guarding  every  crossing  of  the  river  from  behind  rifle-pits.  General 
Cabell,  with  3,000  men,  was  expected  to  join  him  on  the  17th,  when 
they  proposed  attacking  this  place.  I could  not  muster  3,000  effective 
men  for  a fight,  but  determined,  if  I could  effect  a crossing,  to  give  them 
battle  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

At  midnight  of  the  15th,  I took  250  cavalry  and  four  pieces  of  light 
artillery,  and  marched  up  the  Arkansas  about  13  miles,  drove  their  pick- 
ets from  the  opposite  bank,  and  forded  the  river,  taking  the  ammunition 
chests  over  in  a flat-boat.  I then  passed  down  on  the  south  side,  ex- 
pecting to  get  in  the  rear  of  their  pickets  at  the  mouth  of  Grand  Eiver, 
opposite  this  post,  and  capture  them,  but  they  had  learned  of  my  ap- 
proach and  had  fled.  I immediately  commenced  crossing  my  forces  at 
the  mouth  of  Grand  Eiver  in  boats,  and,  by  10  p.  m.  of  the  16th,  com- 
menced moving  south,  with  less  than  3,000  men,  mostly  Indians  and 
negroes,  and  twelve  pieces  of  artillery.  At  daylight  I came  upon  the 
enemy’s  advance  about  5 miles  from  Elk  Creek,  and  with  my  cavalry 
drove  them  in  rapidly  upon  their  main  force,  which  was  formed  on  the 
south  side  of  the  timber  of  Elk  Creek,  their  line  extending  1J  miles,  the 
main  road  running  through  their  center. 

While  the  column  was  closing  up,  I went  forward  with  a small  party 
to  examine  the  enemy’s  position,  and  discovered  that  they  were  con- 
cealed under  cover  of  the  brush  awaiting  ray  attack.  I could  not  dis- 
cover the  location  of  their  artillery,  as  it  was  masked  in  the  brush. 
While  engaged  in  this  reconnaissance,  one  of  my  escort  was  shot. 

As  my  men  came  up  wearied  and  exhausted,  I directed  them  halted 
behind  a little  ridge,  about  one-half  mile  from  the  enemy’s  line,  to  rest 
and  eat  a lunch  from  their  haversacks.  After  two  hours’  rest,  and  at 
about  10  a.  m.,  I formed  them  in  two  columns,  one  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  under  Colonel  [William  E.]  Judson,  the  other  on  the  left,  under 
Colonel  [William  A.]  Phillips.  The  infantry  was  in  column  by  compa- 
nies, the  cavalry  by  platoons  and  artillery  by  sections,  and  all  closed 
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in  mass  so  as  to  deceive  tlie  enemy  in  regard  to  the  strength  of  my  force. 
In  this  order  I moved  up  rapidly  to  within  one-fourth  of  a mile  of  their 
line,  when  both  columns  were  suddenly  deployed  to  the  right  and  left, 
and  in  less  than  five  minutes  my  whole  force  was  in  line  of  battle,  cover- 
ing the  enemy’s  entire  front.  Without  halting,  I moved  them  forward 
in  line  of  battle,  throwing  out  skirmishers  in  advance,  and  soon  drew 
their  fire,  which  revealed  the  location  of  their  artillery.  The  cavalry, 
which  was  on  the  two  flanks,  was  dismounted,  and  fought  on  foot  with 
their  carbines.  In  a few  moments  the  entire  force  was  engaged.  My 
men  steadily  advanced  into  the  edge  of  the  timber,  and  the  fighting  was 
unremitting  and  terrific  for  two  hours,  when  the  center  of  the  rebel  lines, 
where  they  had  massed  their  heaviest  force,  became  broken,  and  they 
commenced  a retreat.  In  their  root  I pushed  them  vigorously,  they 
making  several  determined  stands,  especially  at  the  bridge  over  Elk 
Greek,  but  were  each  time  repulsed.  In  their  retreat  they  set  fire  to 
their  commissary  buildings,  which  were  2 miles  south  of  where  the  battle 
commenced,  destroy  ing  all  their  supplies.  I pursued  them  about  3 mile& 
to  the  prairie  south  of  Elk  Greek,  where  my  artillery  horses  could  draw 
the  guns  no  farther,  and  the  cavalry  horses  and  infantry  were  completely 
exhausted  from  fatigue.  The.enemy’s  cavalry  still  hovered  in  my  front, 
and  about  4 p.  m.  General  Gabell  came  in  sight  with  3,000  re-enforce- 
ments. My  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted,  yet  I determined  to 
bivouac  on  the  field,  and  risk  a battle  in  the  morning  if  they  desired  it, 
but  the  morning  revealed  the  fact  that  during  the  night  they  had  re- 
treated south  of  the  Canadian  River. 

The  enemy’s  loss  was  as  follows : Killed  upon  the  field  and  buried  by 
my  men,  150;  wounded,  400;  and  77  prisoners  taken,  1 piece  of  artil- 
lery, 1 stand  of  colors,  200  stand  of  arms,  and  15  wagons,  which  I burned. 
My  loss  is  17  killed,  60  wounded,  most  of  them  slightly.* 

My  forces  engaged  were  the  First,  Second,  and  Third  Indian,  First 
Kansas  (colored),  detachments  of  the  Second  Colorado,  Sixth  Kansas, 
and  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Hopkins’  battery  of  four  guns,  two  sec- 
tions of  Second  Kansas  Battery,  under  Capt.  E.  A.  Smith,  and  four 
howitzers  attached  to  the  cavalry. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  all  of  them  for  their  gallantry.  The  First  Kan- 
sas (colored)  particularly  distinguished  itself;  they  fought  like  vet- 
erans, and  preserved  their  line  unbroken  throughout  the  engagement. 
Their  coolness  and  bravery  I have  never  seen  surpassed ; they  were  in 
the  hottest  of  the  fight,  and  opposed  to  Texas  troops  twice  their  num- 
ber, whom  they  completely  routed.  One  Texas  regiment  (the  Twentieth 
Cavalry)  that  fought  against  them  went  into  the  fight  with  300  men 
and  came  out  with  only  60.  It  would  be  invidious  to  make  particular 
mention  of  any  one  where  all  did  their  duty  so  well. 

I am  indebted  to  Col.  Thomas  Moonlight,  chief  of  staff;  Capt.  H.  G. 
Loring,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general,  and  Captains  Cox  and  Kin- 
ter,  of  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Indian  Regiments,  acting  aides-de-camp, 
for  valuable  aid  rendered  during  the  engagement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 

Major - General. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

P.  S. — I have  designated  this  engagement  as  the  “Battle  of  Honey 
Springs,”  that  being  the  headquarters  of  General  Cooper,  on  Elk  Creek, 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  battle-field. 
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Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces  in  the  engagement  at  Ellc  Creelc,  near  Honey 
Springs,  Ind.  T.,  July  17,  1863. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  list  of  casualties,  returns,  &c.] 


Command. 

Enlisted  men  killed. 

Wounded. 

<£ 

4) 

© 

W) 

be 

<1 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

2d  Colorado 

5 

14 

19 

1st  Indian  Horn©  Guards  

2 

6 

s 

2d  Indian  Horn©  Guards  .................................................  J 

! *3 

3 

6 

3d  Indian  Home  Guards ....... ......... ...... 

2 

2 

1st  Kansas  (colored) 

2 

1 

29 

32 

2d  Kansas  Battery 

1 

1 

Hopkins  Kansas  Battery 

1 

1 

2 

fif.h  "K’fmsfi.s  ( ia.vnlry  _ ... 

5 

5 

3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry  t - 

Tntfl!  

13 

1 

61 

75 

No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  Bowles , First  Kansas  Colored  Infantry , Jud- 

son’s  brigade. 

Fort  Blunt,  C.  N.,  July  20, 1863. 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
First  Begiment  Kansas  Colored  Volunteers  at  the  battle  of  Honey 
Springs,  July  17,  1863 : 

Previous  to  forming  a line  of  battle,  Colonel  [James  M.]  Williams  was 
informed  that  his  regiment  would  occupy  the  right  and  support  Captain 
Smith’s  battery.  Colonel  Williams  then  called  “ attention,”  and  said  to 
the  men,  u I want  you  all  to  keep  cool,  and  not  fire  until  you  receive  the 
command ; in  all  cases  aim  deliberately  and  below  the  waist.  I want 
every  man  to  do  his  whole  duty,  and  obey  strictly  the  orders  of  his  offi- 
cers.” We  then  moved  in  column,  by  company,  to  the  position  assigned 
us,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  when  the  engagement  was  opened  by 
the  battery.  After  the  lapse  of  ten  minutes,  during  which  time  the  fire 
from  the  battery  was  incessant,  General  Blunt  came  in  person  to  Colo- 
nel Williams,  and  said,  “I  wish  you  to  move  your  regiment  to  the  front 
and  support  this  battery  (which  was  already  in  motion);  I wish  you 
to  keep  an  eye  to  those  guns  of  the  enemy,  and  take  them  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  if  an  opportunity  offers.”  Colonel  Williams  then  made 
some  remarks  to  the  men,  intimating  that  we  had  work  to  do,  and  ordered 
them  to  u fix  bayonet.”  We  then  moved  to  the  front  and  center,  form- 
ing to  the  right  of  a section  of  Smith’s  battery,  consisting  of  two  12- 
pounder  field  pieces,  that  had  already  taken  position  within  300  yards 
of  the  enemy’s  lines,  which  was  only  apparent  by  the  smoke  from  the 
frequent  firing  of  their  battery,  so  completely  were  they  concealed  by 
the  brush  in  their  position.  Quite  a number  of  rounds  of  shell  and  can- 
ister had  been  fired  from  our  guns,  when  our  gallant  colonel  gave  the 
command  “forward,”  and  every  man  stepped  promptly  and  firmly  in 

* Drowned  while  crossing  the  Arkansas  River,  en  route  to  field  of  battle, 
t No  loss  reported. 
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his  place,  advancing  in  good  order  until  within  40  paces  of  the  concealed 
foe,  when  we  halted  on  the  right  of  the  Second  Colorado.  Colonel  Will- ' 
iams  then  gave  the  command,  “ Ready,  aim,  fire,”  and  immediately  there 
went  forth  two  long  lines  of  smoke  and  flame,  the  one  from  the  enemy 
putting  forth  at  the  same  instant,  as  if  mistaking  the  command  as  in- 
tended for  themselves,  or  as  a demonstration  of  their  willingness  to  meet 
us  promptly. 

At  this  juncture  Colonel  Williams  fell,  he  and  his  horse  at  the  same 
instant ; Colonel  Williams  badly  wounded  in  the  right  breast,  face,  and 
hands.  Being  on  the  right,  and  partly  shut  out  from  view  of  the  left 
by  the  thick  brush,  I was,  therefore,  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  Colonel 
Williams  had  fallen,  and  could  not  inform  myself  until  it  was  too  late  to 
give  the  command  “charge  bayonet,”  for  which  every  man  seemed  so 
anxiously  awaiting.  In  the  mean  time  the  firing  was  incessant  along 
the  line,  except  on  the  extreme  right,  where  some  of  our  Indians  had 
ridden  in  the  brush  between  us  and  the  enemy.  I immediately  ordered 
them  to  fall  back,  and  to  the  right.  The  enemy,  which  has  since  proven 
to  have  been  the  Twenty-ninth  Texas  Regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel 
De  Morse  in  person,  who  was  badly  wounded  in  the  right  arm,  supposed 
from  the  command  that  we  were  giving  way  in  front,  and,  like  true  sol- 
diers, commenced  to  press,  as  they  supposed,  a retreating  foe.  They  ad- 
vanced to  within  25  paces,  when  they  were  met  by  a volley  of  musketry 
that  sent  them  back  in  great  confusion  and  disorder.  Their  color  bearer 
fell,  but  the  colors  were  immediately  raised,  and  again  promptly  shot 
down.  A second  time  they  were  raised,  and  again  I caused  a volley  to 
be  fired  upon  them,  when  they  were  left  by  the  enemy  as  a trophy  to 
our  well-directed  musketry. 

As  soon  as  I learned  of  Colonel  Williams  having  been  severely  wounded 
and  having  left  the  field,  I assumed  command,  our  right  pressing  the  en- 
emy back  to  a corn-field,  where  he  broke  and  fled  in  confusion.  Further 
pursuit  being  impossible  on  account  of  the  nature  of  the  ground,  I 
ordered  the  right  back  to  our  original  line  of  battle.  At  this  time  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel [F.W.]  Schaurte,  of  the  Second  Indian,  sent  an  orderly 
informing  me  of  the  near  approach  of  his  command,  and  that  he  wished 
to  pass  to  the  front,  and  I would  please  inform  my  command  of  the  fact, 
to  prevent  accident.  Some  of  his  command  passed  to  our  front  and  car- 
ried off  the  colors  we  had  three  times  shot  down  and  driven  the  enemy 
from  in  defeat  and  loss.  Some  of  my  officers  and  men  shouted  out  in 
remonstrance,  and  asked  permission  to  break  ranks  and  get  them.  I 
refused  permission,  and  told  them  the  matter  could  be  righted  here- 
after. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Moonlight,  chief  of  staff,  ordered  us  to  the  front. 
We  advanced  in  line  for  a distance  of  3 miles,  skirmishing  occasionally 
with  the  enemy  from  the  high  bluffs  in  front  and  to  the  left.  The  enemy 
being  completely  routed  and  defeated,  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back  to 
the  Springs,  rest  the  men,  and  cook  supper. 

At  7 p.  m.  we  were  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  battle-field,  near 
the  ford,  on  Elk  Creek,  and  bivouac  for  the  night. 

Our  total  on  entering  the  battle  was  500  men,  including  the  commis- 
sioned officers.  Our  total  in  killed  and  wounded  was  2 killed  and  30 
wounded.* 

******* 

In  conclusion,  I feel  it  but  justice  and  my  duty  to  state  that  the  officers 
and  men  throughout  the  entire  regiment  behaved  nobly,  and  with  the 
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coolness  of  veterans.  Each  seemed  to  vie  with  the  other  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duty,  and  it  was  with  the  greatest  gratification  that  I wit- 
nessed their  gallant  and  determined  resistance  under  the  most  galling 
fire.  Where  all  performed  their  duty  so  well  it  would  be  hard  to  par- 
ticularize. 

J.  BOWLES, 

Lieut  Col.,  Comdg.  First  Regiment  Kansas  Colored  Vols. 

Col.  William  E.  Judson, 

Commanding  First  Brigade , Army  of  the  Frontier . 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  W.  Schaurte , Second  Indian  Home  Guards . 

Fort  Blunt,  C.  N.,  July  20, 1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
battle  on  Elk  Creek,  Creek  Nation,  July  17, 1863,  in  which  my  regiment 
was  engaged : 

I was  ordered  to  get  all  my  available  force  in  readiness  to  march  on 
Thursday,  July  16,  1863.  My  command  consisted  of  field  and  staff  offi- 
cers, Major  [M.  B.  C.]  Wright,  Surg.  A.  J.  Eitchie,  Adjutant  [Ezra  W.] 
Eobinson,  Chaplain  J.  B.  Jones,  and  Sergt.  Maj.  Ed.  Baldrige ; of  line 
officers,  4 captains,  9 first  lieutenants,  and  5 second  lieutenants;  of  en- 
listed men,  345,  10  of  whom  were  mounted.  Total,  368. 

My  command  crossed  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  below  the  mouth  of  Grand 
Eiver,  at  11  p.  m.  on  the  16th  instant.  Three  privates  of  Company  F, 
Second  Eegiment  Indian  Brigade,  were  drowned  while  attempting  to 
swim  the  river — Privates  Huston  Mayfield,  Key  Dougherty,  and  To- 
cah-le-ges-kie.  We  moved  forward  on  the  Texas  road  (course  west  of 
south),  and  arrived  at  camp,  to  the  north  of  and  near  Elk  Creek  tim- 
ber, at  8.45  o’clock,  July  17, 1863.  About  an  hour  afterward  I received 
orders  to  get  my  command  in  readiness,  and  take  position  in  close 
column  of  companies  in  rear  of  the  First  Kansas  Colored  Eegiment. 
The  First  Brigade,  of  which  my  regiment  formed  a part,  moved  for- 
ward in  close  column  of  companies,  on  the  right  of  the  Texas  road,  and 
formed  in  line  of  battle  near  and  in  front  of  Elk  Creek  timber.  About 
10.20  a.  m.  Blair’s  battery,  consisting  of  four  pieces,  commanded  by 
Capt.  E.  A.  Smith,  commenced  firing.  Soon  afterward  the  right  section 
changed  position  from  the  right  to  the  left  of  the  brigade,  supported  by 
the  First  Kansas  Colored  Eegiment.  As  soon  as  the  artillery  ceased 
firing  I was  ordered  to  deploy  my  command  as  skirmishers,  and  enter 
the  timber.  My  command  continued  to  act  as  skirmishers  during  the 
entire  engagement,  which  lasted  about  four  hours.  The  enemy  were  re- 
pulsed from  the  field,  and  pursued  till  pursuing  became  useless,  they 
being  well  mounted  and  our  men  worn  down  with  fatigue.  A little 
after  2 o’clock  my  command  was  ordered  back  to  camp  on  Elk  Creek, 
where  it  remained  until  5 p.  m.,  July  18,  1863,  when  we  were  ordered 
to  march  for  Fort  Blunt,  on  the  same  route  pursued  in  going  to  the  scene 
of  action.  We  camped  about  12  p.  m.,  on  the  prairie  2 miles  south  of 
the  Arkansas  Eiver.  My  command  left  camp  soon  after  sunrise,  and 
arrived  at  Fort  Blunt  at  11  a.  m.,  July  19, 1863. 

A stand  of  colors  was  captured  by  my  men ; also  a quantity  of  arms ; 
the  number  I could  not  ascertain,  as  the  men  threw  them  in  a pile  when- 
ever they  found  them. 
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The  casualties  in  my  command  are  as  follows : Private  Huston  May- 
field,  Company  F,  drowned  in  the  Arkansas ; Private  Key  Dougherty, 
Company  F,  drowned  in  the  Arkansas ; Private  Tocah-le-ges-kie,  Com- 
pany F,  drowned  in  the  Arkansas ; Private  Grass,  Company  B,  wounded 
in  left  side,  severely ; Private  Backwater,  Company  A,  right  thigh  broken, 
wound  mortal ; Private  Leach  Eice,  Company  I,  right  hand  wounded 
slightly. 

I feel  it  my  duty  to  state  that  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command 
behaved  nobly  and  gallantly.  They  were  the  first  who  charged  through 
Elk  Creek  and  took  position  in  the  farther  edge  of  the  timber,  opposite 
to  where  the  enemy  had  massed  their  forces  for  the  time. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  W.  SCHATJETE, 

Lieut.  Col.  Second  Regiment  Indian  Brigade , Comdg.  Regiment. 

Acting  Assistant  Ad  jut  ant- General, 

First  Brigade , Army  of  the  Frontier. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Cot.  William  T.  Campbell , Sixth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Camp  near  Fort  Blunt,  C.  N., 

July  19,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  my  command,  con- 
sisting of  Companies  A,  C,  F,  and  H,  commanded,  respectively,  by  Lieu- 
tenant [Thomas  J.]  Darling,  Lieutenant  [Eichard  L.j  Phillips,  Captain 
[William]  Gordon,  and  Captain  [David]  Mefford ; also  section  of  mount- 
ain howitzers,  under  Lieutenant  [John  P.]  Grassberger,  in  action  on  the 
17th  instant,  at  Honey  Springs,  Creek  Nation. 

My  command  left  camp  at  4 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  in- 
stant, with  a section  of  Second  Kansas  Battery,  crossing  the  Verdigris 
and  Arkansas  Eivers  without  loss.  After  a halt  of  a few  hours,  I,  with 
my  command,  was  ordered  to  take  the  advance,  Company  F,  Captain 
Gordon,  being  advance  guard.  About  daybreak  the  advance  came  up 
with  the  enemy  in  considerable  force,  posted  on  a rise  of  ground,  and 
near  the  timber.  The  captain  immediately  formed  his  men  and  opened 
a brisk  fire  on  the  enemy,  but  was  compelled  by  superior  numbers  to 
fall  back.  I brought  the  rest  of  my  command  forward  at  a gallop  to 
the  support  of  the  advance,  and,  after  a sharp  skirmish,  drove  the 
enemy  from  his  position,  with  a loss  of  1 killed  and  3 wounded.  Pri- 
vate Banks,  of  Company  C,  and  Allingham,  of  Company  F,  were  slightly 
wounded ; also  had  1 horse  killed.  I then  advanced  and  came  up  with  the 
enemy,  posted  in  force  under  cover  of  timber  at  Elk  Creek.  Here  I came 
to  a halt,  and  sent  a company  forward  to  reconnoiter ; found  the  enemy 
strongly  posted  in  the  woods,  their  line  extending  on  the  right  and  left 
of  the  road.  I kept  up  a brisk  fire  on  them;  they,  however,  kept  under 
cover.  Private  White  was  here  shot  through  the  shoulder.  At  7 o’clock 
I was  transferred  from  the  command  of  Colonel  Judson  to  that  of  Colo- 
nel Phillips  (Colonel  Judson  retaining  the  section  of  howitzers),  and 
assigned  to  the  extreme  left  of  our  line  of  battle.  Shortly  after  the 
general  engagement  commenced,  I discovered  the  enemy  endeavoring 
to  flank  us,  under  cover  of  timber.  I immediately  dismounted  Com- 
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panies  0,  F,  and  H,  and  sent  them  into  the  woods  as  skirmishers,  and 
after  sharp  work  of  about  an  hour  and  a half  succeeded  in  driving  the 
enemy  back,  and  turning  his  right  flank,  with  slight  loss.  During  this 
time  Colonel  [S.  H.]  Wattles,  First  Indian  Regiment,  made  a gallant 
charge,  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position,  which  relieved  my  flank. 
I immediately  recalled  my  men',  and,  after  obtaining  a supply  of  am- 
munition, mounted  and  started  in  pursuit.  Shortly  after  crossing  the 
creek,  I charged  into  a large  body  of  rebels,  whom  I took  to  be  Stand 
Watie’s  Indians  and  Texans.  They  retreated  to  the  woods,  where  they 
made  a stand.  My  men  dismounted  and  opened  a vigorous  fire,  which, 
together  with  a section  of  Hopkins’  battery  and  the  mountain  how- 
itzers, soon  put  them  to  flight.  I followed  on  until  ordered  to  cease 
pursuit,  the  enemy  retreating  in  great  disorder.  Hospital  Steward  Hol- 
dernan  was  badly  wounded  while  on  the  field. 

I state  with  great  pleasure  that  the  officers  and  men  under  my  com- 
mand behaved,  without  exception,  coolly  and  bravely. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment . 

Col.  William  R.  Judson, 

Commanding  Troops  in  the  Field , &c. 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Capt.  Edward  R.  Stevens , Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

Camp  near  Fort  Blunt, 

July  19,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  battalion  of  the  Third  Cavalry  Wisconsin  Volunteers  in  the 
action  at  Honey  Springs,  on  the  17th  instant: 

My  command  was  formed  in  battle  order  on  the  right  about  10  a.  m., 
in  accordance  with  your  orders,  and  moved  forward  toward  the  enemy, 
posted  in  the  edge  of  the  timber.  A portion  of  my  battalion  was  sent 
farther  on  to  the  right,  for  the  purpose  of  flanking  the  enemy.  The  how- 
itzers, which  we  were  supporting  at  this  point,  opened  upon  the  enemy, 
posted  behind  a rail  fence,  in  the  edge  of  a corn-field.  These  two  move- 
ments forced  the  enemy  to  fall  back  upon  their  center.  Dismounting 
a portion  of  my  command,  I skirmished  the  woods,  capturing  8 prison- 
ers, with  their  arms,  and,  following  the  enemy  through  the  timber,  I 
encamped  on  the  prairie  beyond. 

I am  highly  gratified  to  speak  in  terms  of  praise  of  the  conduct  of  offi- 
cers and  men  under  my  command,  and  of  their  bravery  and  promptness 
in  obeying  orders.  The  able  manner  in  which  our  force  was  handled  in 
other  parts  of  the  field  drew  the  attention  of  the  enemy  in  such  a man- 
ner that  they  inflicted  no  loss  upon  my  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  STEVENS, 

Capt.  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Cavalry , Comdg.  Battalion. 

Col.  William  R.  Judson, 

Commanding  Brigade. 
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No.  6. 

Report  of  Gapt.  Edward  A.  Smith,  Second  Kansas  Battery. 

Camp  near  Fort  Blunt,  C.  N.,  July  19, 186.3. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  Second  Kansas  Battery  in  the  battle  of  Honey  Springs,  on  the 
17  th  instant : 

My  command  consisted  of  two  12-pounder  brass  guns  and  two 
6-pounder  iron  guns,  manned  by  77  officers  and  men.  At  3 a.  m.  of  the 
16th  instant,  my  two  6-pounder  guns,  under  Lieutenant  [Aristarchus] 
Wilson,  were  ordered  out  to  assist  the  Sixth  Kansas  Volunteers  in  forc- 
ing a passage  at  the  upper  ford  of  the  Arkansas.  This  was  effected 
without  opposition,  and  that  portion  of  the  command  proceeded  to  the 
ford  at  the  mouth  of  Grand  Biver,  where  I rejoined  it  at  5 p.  m.  of  the 
same  day  with  the  12-pounder  guns.  The  march  was  continued  during 
the  night  in  the  direction  of  Honey  Springs,  Creek  Nation,  and  at  8 
a.  m.  of  the  17th  we  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy’s  line  on  Elk  Creek. 
After  a rest  of  two  hours,  I was  ordered  forward,  preceded  by  the 
Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  and  supported  by  the  First  Regiment  Kan- 
sas Colored  Volunteers  and  the  Second  Regiment  Indian  Home  Guards. 
Changing  direction  to  the  right  of  the  road,  I continued  in  that  direc- 
tion about  600  yards,  when  I wheeled  the  battery  into  line,  and  moved 
down  upon  the  left  of  the  enemy’s  line,  which  could  be  faintly  discerned 
through  the  timber  and  brush.  At  this  moment  the  rebel  batteries  on 
their  right  opened  upon  Captain  Hopkins’  battery,  in  Colonel  Phillips’ 
brigade.  By  direction  of  General  Blunt,  I came  forward  at  a trot,  and 
went  into  battery  facing  the  rebel  guns  on  my  left.  A single  shot  from 
one  of  their  rifled  guns  flew  over  my  head  as  I went  into  position.  I 
opened  with  spherical-case  shot,  shell,  and  solid  shot  on  the  rebel  bat- 
teries, which  were  soon  silenced,  as  rebel  prisoners  report,  by  my  12- 
pounder  guns.  The  commanding  general  then  ordered  me  to  move  my 
12  pounder  guns  to  the  left,  near  the  road,  go  up  within  300  yards  of  the 
rebel  line,  and  open  with  canister.  I did  so,  passing  through  and  100 
yards  in  front  of  the  line  of  the  Second  Colorado  Regiment,  and,  going 
into  battery  almost  at  the  edge  of  the  brush,  I fired  3 or  4 rounds  of 
canister  and  10  or  12  of  shell  at  the  rebel  position  on  the  hill,  when  we 
could  see  them  retreating  in  the  direction  of  a small  corn-field  in  my  im- 
mediate front.  Before  I had  time  to  open  on  this  position  I was  ordered 
to  cease  firing,  and  the  infantry  charged  the  timber.  I limbered  up  and 
moved  forward,  in  rear  of  the  infantry,  which  was  soon  hotly  engaged 
with  the  enemy.  For  a few  moments  the  firing  was  terrific,  and  I was 
compelled  to  dismount  my  drivers,  and,  our  own  men  being  directly  in 
front  of  me,  was  compelled  to  remain  a silent  spectator  of  the  contest, 
which,  fortunately,  was  soon  ended  by  the  rout  of  the  foe.  Our  infantry 
lines  had  now  disappeared  in  the  timber,  across  which  the  rebels  were 
being  driven  rapidly  and  with  severe  loss,  and  I was  ordered  to  follow. 
This  order  was  countermanded  soon  after  I reached  the  timber,  and  I 
moved  back  and  encamped  on  the  prairie,  north  of  the  creek. 

My  officers  and  men  behaved  throughout  with  great  coolness  and 
courage,  a fact  worthy  of  notice,  as  it  was  the  first  time  they  had  ever 
been  under  fire. 

My  losses  were  as  follows:  Private  William  C.  Caskey,  wounded 
severely  in  the  thigh ; 3 horses  slightly  wounded. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  SMITH, 

Captain , Commanding  Second  Kansas  Battery. 

Col.  William  R.  Judson. 
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No.  7. 

Report  of  Maj.  J.  Nelson  Smith , Second  Colorado  Infantry , Phillips 3 

brigade. 

Fort  Blunt,  July  19, 1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  battalion  of  the  Second  Begiment  Colorado  Volunteers 
at  the  battle  of  Honey  Springs,  after  having  been  put  in  command  by 
Colonel  [Theodore  H.]  Dodd,  he  going  to  the  rear  with  prisoners : 

I was  ordered  by  General  Blunt  to  rally  two  companies  of  my  com- 
v mand  to  support  Hopkins’  battery,  which  was  to  cross  the  creek  in  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy.  After  rallying  my  companies,  we  crossed  the  stream, 
and  discovered  the  enemy  on  a hill,  or  rise  of  ground  in  the  advance. 
Here  Hopkins’  battery,  supported  by  my  infantry,  opened  upon  the 
enemy,  who  fled  in  confusion  after  the  second  fire.  I was  here  ordered 
by  Colonel  [William  A.]  Phillips,  commanding  brigade,  to  have  the  rest 
of  my  command  brought  forward,  which  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  I 
at  the  same  time  moving  my  two  companies  forward  in  support  of  the 
battery,  until  we  occupied  the  enemy’s  former  position.  Here  the  re- 
mainder of  my  command  came  up.  After  halting  a short  time  we  were 
ordered  into  camp. 

Killed  or  wounded,  none.* 

I have  no  one  to  censure  or  praise,  as  every  officer  and  soldier  tried 
to  do  his  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  NELSON  SMITH, 

Major  Second  Regiment  Colorado  Volunteers. 

Col.  William  a.  Phillips, 

Third  Indian  Volunteers , Commanding . 


No.  8. 

Report  of  Col.  Stephen  H.  Wattles , First  Indian  Rome  Guards. 

Hdqrs.  First  Begiment  of  Indian  Home  Guards. 

Fort  Blunt , C.  V.,  July  18,  1863. 

Colonel:  On  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  July,  1863,  wo  came  upon 
the  enemy  at  Elk  Creek.  My  command  was  ordered  to  the  left,  in  sup- 
port of  Hopkins’  battery,  and  then  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy  out  of 
the  timber.  I advanced,  under  a destructive  fire  from  the  enemy,  after 
hard  fighting,  gained  a position  in  the  timber,  and  finally  drove  them 
across  the  stream,  on  the  left  of  the  bridge,  the  enemy  forming  several 
times,  and  desperately  contesting  every  foot  of  ground. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  both  officers  and  men  for  their 
gallant  conduct  in  the  battle.  Among  the  former  who  did  efficient  serv- 
ice were  Lieut.  Col.  George  Dole,  who  had  command  of  the  left  wing, 
and  was  the  first  to  cross  the  stream,  which  he  accomplished,  under  a 
most  galling  fire  from  the  enemy,  who  were  formed  on  the  opposite  side ; 
Actg.  Adjt.  E.  C.  Lowe,  Captains  No-ko-so-lo-chee  and  So-nuk-mik-ko, 
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and  Lieuts.  E.  T.  Thompson,  Fred.  Crafts,  Ferd.  E.  Jacobs,  and  Charles 
N.  Eix.  Of  the  latter  who  deserve  honorable  mention  are  O.  P.  Willetts, 
A.  Flanders,  and  Thompson  Overton. 

My  loss  was:  Killed,  2;  wounded,  6;  missing,  none.  Number  of 
guns  captured,  24. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

STEPHEN  H.  WATTLES, 
Colonel , Commanding  First  Indian  Regiment. 

Col.  William  A.  Phillips, 

Commanding  Fort  Blunt 


No.  9. 

Report  of  Gapt.  Henry  Hopkins , Kansas  Battery . 

Fort  Blunt,  C.  N.,  July  21, 1863. 

Colonel:  I would  submit  the  following  as  a report  of  the  part  taken 
by  Hopkins’  battery  in  the  engagement  of  July  17,  1863,  at  Honey 
Springs,  Ind.  T.,  between  the  forces  under  Major-General  Blunt  and 
the  rebels  under  Cooper : 

Eeceiving  orders  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  6 a.  m.  on  the  16th 
instant,  with  six  days7  rations,  at  12  m.  of  the  same  day  orders  were  re- 
ceived to  cross  the  Arkansas,  at  the  mouth  of  Grand  Eiver.  Effecting 
a crossing  at  dark,  marching  2 miles  south,  and  resting  for  three  hours, 
we  again  took  up  line  of  march  in  a southwest  direction,  coming  upon 
the  enemy’s  outposts  at  daylight.  Line  of  battle  was  formed,  but,  discov- 
ering the  enemy  had  fled,  we  were  again  ordered  forward.  Moving  for- 
ward 6 miles,  the  enemy,  under  command  of  Cooper,  was  discovered  in 
force,  occupying  a strong  position,  in  a thickly  wooded  ravine.  Moving 
up  in  line  of  battle  to  within  300  yards  of  the  enemy’s  position,  we  were 
ordered  by  yourself  to  commence  firing  and  shell  the  woods  in  the  im- 
mediate front,  which  continued  for  one  hour  and  a quarter.  Immedi- 
ately after  our  fire  opened,  the  enemy’s  battery  was  discovered  occupy- 
ing a position  to  our  right  and  front,  which  opened  fire  upon  us  with 
shot,  shell,  and  canister,  wounding  1 sergeant,  mortally  (left  leg  shot 
off  above  the  knee),  killing  1 private,  killing  4 horses,  and  wounding  4 
others,  totally  unfitting  them  for  service. 

Discovering  one  of  their  guns  occupying  an  open  space  in  the  woods, 
an  order  was  given  to  direct  the  fire  of  two  guns  upon  it,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, dismount  it,  which  was  soon  effected.  By  the  explosion  of  one  of 
our  shells,  the  cannoneers  belonging  to  that  piece  and  all  their  horses 
were  killed  or  wounded.  Orders  were  given  to  cease  firing,  limber  up, 
and  move  forward  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  the  position  the  enemy’s 
battery  first  occupied,  and  halt  until  one  section  of  Captain  Smith’s 
Second  Kansas  Battery  should  pass  and  cross  the  ravine. 

One  of  the  teams  being  disabled,  I ordered  Lieutenant  [John  F.l 
Aduddell  forward,  with  three  pieces,  and  as  quickly  as  the  disabled 
horses  were  replaced  I followed  with  the  other  piece,  and  rejoined  the 
other  three.  The  section  of  Captain  Smith’s  battery  not  passing,  orders 
were  received  to  move  forward  on  double-quick,  and  occupy  a position 
on  the  prairie  beyond  the  ravine.  Lieutenant  Aduddell  moving  to  the 
left  of  the  road  with  one  section,  opened  upon  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  upon 
a hill  beyond,  causing  them  to  fall  back  quite  precipitately,  the  shell 
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bursting  in  their  immediate  vicinity.  Again  moving  forward  one-quar- 
ter of  a mile,  a line  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  was  discovered  and  driven 
back  after  the  firing  of  a few  rounds  of  shell.  At  this  point  the  sections 
were  divided  and  ordered  to  move  forward  to  the  right  and  left  of  the 
road,  the  right  section  under  command  of  First  Lieut.  John  F.  Aduddell 
and  the  left  under  Sergeant  [O.  M.]  Greve.  Firing  now  almost  entirely 
ceasing,  excepting  a few  rounds  from  the  left  section,  and  moving  for- 
ward about  miles,  we  were  ordered  to  halt,  as  the  enemy  had  re- 
treated, and  our  stock  was  too  much  exhausted  to  follow  them  farther. 
Immediately  after  fighting  had  ceased,  and  we  were  selecting  a camp- 
ground, we  discovered  at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  in  their  old  camp,  nearly 
the  entire  camp-equipage  of  one  regiment,  cooking  utensils,  tents,  &c., 
which  we  destroyed. 

Casualties : One  killed  and  one  mortally  wounded,  since  died. 

The  sections  and  pieces  were  commanded  as  follows : Eight  section 
by  Lieut.  J.  F.  Aduddell ; left  section  by  Sergeant  Greve,  acting  first 
sergeant ; first  piece,  Sergeant  [ J.  G.]  Pettigrew ; second  piece,  Sergeant 
[Daniel]  Sayre,  mortally  wounded ; third  piece,  Corporal  [ J.  B.]  Bice ; 
fourth  piece,  Sergeant  [O.  F.]  Fahnestock.  Sergeant  [J.  F.]  McKibben, 
on  detached  service,  recruiting,  not  being  assigned  to  any  duty,  assisted, 
and  much  credit  is  due  him  for  his  services  rendered  during  the  action. 
Great  credit  is  due  Lieutenant  Aduddell  for  his  coolness  and  bravery 
during  the  entire  action,  moving  to  any  part  of  the  battery  when  neces- 
sary, and  directing  the  fire  of  the  pieces  with  good  effect ; also  Sergeants 
Greve,  Fahnestock,  Pettigrew,  Corporals  Eice,  [J.  S.]  Payne,  [T.]  Mc- 
Clain, and  Farrier  [Joseph]  Ibbatson,  acting  gunner  to  second  piece. 
The  fire  of  the  enemy’s  artillery  being  directed  at  us,  and  taking  consid- 
erable effect  among  both  men  and  horses,  great  praise  is  due  the  men 
for  their  coolness  and  courage  during  the  entire  fight,  and  [they]  proved 
themselves  worthy  of  promotion. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

H.  HOPKINS, 

Captain , Commanding  Hopkins’  Battery . 

Col.  William  A.  Phillips, 

Commanding  Brigade. 


No.  10. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Douglas  H.  Cooper , C.  S.  Army , commanding  Con- 
federate forces. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Indian  Troops, 

Imochiah  Creek , near  Canadian , August  12,  1863. 

General:  My  official  report  of  the  affair  at  Elk  Creek,  on  the  17th 
ultimo,  has  been  delayed  in  consequence  of  the  movements  of  the  troops 
under  your  command  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  correct  reports  from 
subordinate  officers  of  the  killed  and  wounded.  Eeferring  to  my  notes 
of  the  18th  ultimo,  I now  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following : 

On  July  15,  reports  were  sent  to  me  from  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
pickets  on  Arkansas  Biver  that  it  bad  become  fordable  above  mouth  of 
Verdigris ; that  Federal  officers  were  seen  examining  the  fords;  that  the 
two  spies,  Clark  and  Lane,  formerly  employed  in  the  quartermaster’s 
department  at  Forts  Arbuckle  and  Cobb,  who  imposed  themselves  upon 
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you,  aud  thereby  obtained  permission  to  enlist  in  this  brigade,  had 
reached  Gibson ; that  they  had  been  at  the  agency  examining  that  ford, 
&c.  Believing  there  was  a probability  that  the  attack  might  be  made 
upon  me  before  General  Cabell  arrived,  whose  movements  were  known 
to  these  spies,  or  at  all  events  that  a heavy  scout  might  be  sent  across 
to  capture  the  pickets  on  the  Arkansas,  I directed  their  concentration 
on  Coody’s  Creek,  with  instructions  to  send  vedettes  to  the  different 
fords. 

Early  on  the  16th  ultimo,  information  reached  me  that  the  Federals 
were  crossing  in  force  at  the  Creek  Agency.  Col.  Tandy  Walker,  com- 
manding First  Cherokee  and  Choctaw  Begiment,  and  Captain  [L.  E.] 
Gillett,  commanding  squadron  Texas  cavalry,  with  their  commands, 
accompanied  by  Lieutenant  [T.  B.]  Heiston,  aide-de-camp  and  acting  as- 
sistant adjutant-general,  were  ordered  out  in  the  direction  of  the  Chim- 
ney Mountain,  where  the  roads  to  Creek  Agency  and  to  Gibson  intersect, 
with  orders  to  send  out  small  parties  of  observation  on  both  roads  and 
to  withdraw  the  pickets  from  Coody’s  Creek.  Up  to  this  time  I had 
been  unable  to  determine  whether  the  force  which  crossed  at  the  Creek 
Agency  was  merely  a heavy  scout  or  the  advance  of  the  main  body  of 
the  enemy.  About  200  or  300  had  been  reported  moving  from  the  Creek 
Agency  down  the  river  toward  Nevins’  and  Rabbit  Fords,  near  Frozen 
Rock,  to  capture  or  drive  off  our  pickets,  who  were  supposed,  no  doubt, 
still  to  be  there. 

About  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
came  in  sight  of  the  position  occupied  by  the  Choctaws  and  Texans ; 
commenced  a brisk  fire  upon  them,  which  was  returned  and  followed  by 
a charge,  which  drove  the  enemy  back  upon  the  main  column.  Lieu- 
tenant Heiston  reported  the  morning  cloudy  and  damp,  many  of  the 
guns  failing  to  fire  in  consequence  of  the  very  inferior  quality  of  the 
powder,  the  cartridges  becoming  worthless  even  upon  exposure  to  damp 
atmosphere.  Soon  after  the  Federals  had  been  driven  back,  it  com- 
menced raining  heavily,  which  rendered  their  arms  wholly  useless. 
These  troops  then  fell  back  slowly  and  in  good  order  to  camp,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a fresh  supply  of  ammunition  and  preparing  for 
the  impending  fight.  A few  remained  with  Lieutenant  Heiston  at 
Prairie  Mountain,  about  3 miles  north  of  camp  on  the  Gibson  road,  and 
were  so  disposed  as  to  create  the  impression  on  the  enemy  that  a large 
force  was  there  awaiting  them.  Accordingly,  their  advance  halted  until 
the  main  body  came  up  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  thus  affording 
my  aide  opportunity  to  form  an  estimate  of  their  strength.  He  re- 
ported their  force  to  be  probably  4,000,  which  I found  nearly  correct, 
though  some  500  under  the  mark.  After  ascertaining  that  the  enemy 
were  advancing  in  force,  orders  were  issued  to  the  officers  commanding 
corps  to  prepare  for  immediate  action  and  take  their  positions,  all  which 
had  been,  in  anticipation  of  an  attack,  previously  defined  by  General 
Orders,  No.  25,  to  copy  of  which,  marked  A,  herewith,  reference  is  made. 
Captain  [R.  W.]  Lee’s  light  battery  had  been  moved  up  on  the  Gibson 
road  the  evening  previous,  intending  it  to  go  with  the  scout  under  Colo- 
nel Walker,  but,  owing  to  some  misunderstanding  or  neglect  in  deliver- 
ing the  order,  the  scout  left  without  it.  Colonel  [T.  C.]  Bass,  with  his 
regiment,  was  ordered  forward  to.  support  Lee’s  battery.  [John]  Scan- 
land’s  squadron  and  Gillett’s  squadron  were  directed  to  support  the 
creeks  at  the  upper  crossing  of  Elk  Creek,  and  Colonel  Walker  to  hold 
his  regiment  in  reserve  at  their  camp  near  Honey  Springs,  sending 
pickets  out  on  the  road  across  the  mountain  in  the  direction  of  Prairie 
Springs.  Having  made  these  arrangements,  I rode  forward  to  the  posi- 
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tion  north  of  Elk  Creek,  where  Captain  Lee’s  light  howitzer  battery  had 
been  posted,  and  found  it  supported  by  Colonel  Bass’  regiment  (Twen- 
tieth Texas  dismounted  cavalry),  by  a portion  of  the  Second  Cherokee 
Begiment,  and  a body  of  skirmishers  on  the  right,  under  command  of 
Capt.  Hugh  Tinnin,  of  the  First  Cherokee  Begiment,  the  remainder  of 
the  Cherokee. regiments  being  near  the  creek. 

A movement  on  my  right  was  discovered,  and  Captain  Tinnin  reported 
that  the  skirmishers  would  soon  be  engaged.  One-half  of  Colonel  Bass’ 
regiment,  under  Captain  [J.  B.]  Johnson,  was  then  ordered  to  the  right 
to  support  Captain  Tinnin,  and  I rode  over  to  their  position  and  found, 
by  movements  of  officers,  that  there  was  a body  of  troops  on  my  ex- 
treme right.  A part  of  Second  Cherokee  Begiment,  just  returned  from 
a scout  to  Prairie  Springs,  who  were  getting  breakfast  at  camp,  were 
then  ordered  up  and  conducted  by  myself  to  the  right,  and  a messenger 
sent  for  half  of  the  Choctaw  regiment,  which  soon  arrived  and  were 
placed  also  on  the  right  along  the  edge  of  the  prairie.  Upon  recon- 
noitering  the  enemy  from  the  high  prairie,  where  I had  a full  view  of 
them,  then  advancing  upon  the  Gibson  road,  I found  their  force  larger 
than  reported  by  Lieutenant  Heiston,  and  larger  than  I supposed  they 
would  bring  from  Gibson ; and,  seeing  a heavy  force  wheeling  off  to  their 
right  and  taking  the  road  up  the  creek  to  the  second  crossing  above  the 
bridge — our  weakest  point,  and  from  which  the  road  continues  up  to 
the  third  crossing,  where  the  Creeks  were  posted — I rode  back  to  the 
main  road,  sent  orders  to  the  Creeks  to  move  down  and  support  Colonels 
[Charles]  De  Morse  and  [L.  M.]  Martin,  who  were  directed  to  support 
Colonel  Bass,  and,  if  possible,  dank  the  enemy  on  our  left.  I then  rode 
to  where  I expected  to  find  the  Choctaws,  in  order  to  bring  them  to  the 
support  of  Colonel  Bass’  command  and  the  battery,  which  was  engaged 
with  that  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Walker,  mistaking  the  order,  had 
moved  off  on  the  mountain  several  miles  with  his  whole  force,  instead 
of  sending  a picket.  Messengers  were  sent  after  him  and  he  returned 
promptly,  but  too  late  for  the  defense  of  the  bridge.  Biding  back  near 
the  creek,  I discovered  our  men  in  small  parties  giving  way.  These 
increased  until  the  retreat  became  general.  Colonel  Bass’  regiment  and 
Captain  Lee’s  battery,  after  a most  gallant  defense  of  their  positions, 
were  compelled  to  fall  back ; Colonel  De  Morse’s  regiment  and  Colonel 
Martin’s,  on  the  left,  also  retiring,  except  a few  who  were  cut  off  from 
the  main  bod/. 

We  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  many  brave  officers  and  men  who  fell 
here,  sacrificing  their  lives  in  opposition  to  an  overwhelming  force  to 
save  our  little  battery,  all  of  which  was  brought  off,  except  one  howitzer, 
dismounted  by  the  heavy  ordnance  of  the  enemy. 

Colonel  Martin,  who  retired  in  good  order  across  the  creek  when  the 
line  along  the  prairie  near  the  battery  gave  way,  was  directed  to  hold 
the  ford  above  the  bridge ; but  seeing  the  whole  right  wing  falling  back 
from  the  bridge  and  below  it,  Colonel  Martin  was  withdrawn  and  or- 
dered to  fall  back  to  Honey  Springs.  Our  forces  were  now  in  full  re- 
treat and  the  enemy  pressing  them  closely.  The  Texans,  under  Scan- 
land’s  and  Gillett’s  command,  were  ordered  to  join  me  at  Honey  Springs, 
ind  the  Creeks  to  withdraw  from  the  extreme  left  and  also  concentrate 
it  the  same  place.  Colonel  Bass’  and  Colonel  De  Morse’s  regiments,  a 
?art  of  which  (under  Major  [J.  A.]  Carroll)  had  reached  their  horses, 
vere  directed  also  to  rally  at  the  same  place.  The  remainder  of  this 
regiment,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  [O.  G.]  Welch,  who  bravely  main- 
tained his  position  on  the  north  side  of  the  creek  too  long  to  rejoin  his 
regiment],  were  cut  off  and  compelled  to  make  a circuit  via  North  Fork 
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to  this  camp.  Captain  Gillett’s  squadron,  arriving  promptly,  was  formed 
on  the  road,  aud  for  a short  time  held  the  advance  of  the  enemy  in  check. 
The  Choctaws,  under  Colonel  Walker,  opportunely  arrived  at  this  time, 
and  under  my  personal  direction  charged  the  enemy,  who  had  now 
planted  a battery  upon  the  timbered  ridge  about  1,000  yards  north  of 
Honey  Springs.  With  their  usual  intrepidity  the  Choctaws  went  at  j 
them,  giving  the  war-whoop,  and  succeeded  in  checking  the  advance  of 
the  enemy  until  their  force  could  be  concentrated  aud  all  brought  up. 
The  Choctaws,  discouraged  on  account  of  the  worthless  ammunition, 
then  gave  way,  and  were  ordered  to  fall  back  with  the  others  in  rear  of 
the  train,  which  had  moved  off  in  an  easterly  direction,  covered  by  our  i 
troops,  who  remained  formed  for  hours  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  thus  j 
giving  the  train  time  to  gain  some  6 or  8 miles  on  the  road  to  Briartown, 
which  had  been  indicated  by  yourself  as  the  route  by  which  re- enforce- 
ments would  be  sent. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  the  troops  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  most  difficult  of  all  military  movements — an  orderly  and 
successful  retreat,  with  little  loss  of  life  or  property,  in  the  face  of  supe- 
rior numbers,  flushed  with  victory.  The  retreat  of  the  forces  under 
my  command  eastward  instead  of  south  completely  deceived  the  enemy, 
and  created,  as  I anticipated,  the  impression  that  re-enforcements  from 
Fort  Smith  were  close  at  hand,  and  that  by  a detour  in  rear  of  the  mount- 
ain east  of  Honey  Springs  our  forces  might  march  upon  Gibson  and  de- 
stroy it  while  General  Blunt  was  away  with  almost  the  whole  Federal 
force.  Under  the  influence  of  this  reasonable  fear,  General  Blunt  with- 
drew his  forces  and  commenced  a hurried  march  for  Gibson.  North 
Fork,  where  we  had  a large  amount  of  commissary  stores,  was  then  j 
saved,  as  well  as  the  whole  of  the  train,  except  one  ambulance  purposely 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  enemy  by  the  driver.  A quantity  of  flour,  some 
salt,  and  sugar  were  necessarily  burned  at  Honey  Springs,  there  being  i 
no  transportation  for  it. 

Our  loss  was  134  killed  and  wounded  and  47  taken  prisoners,  while 
that  of  the  enemy  exceeded  200,  as  I learned  from  one  of  our  surgeons 
who  was  at  Gibson  when  General  Blunt’s  forces  returned. 

I feel  confident  we  could  have  made  good  the  defense  of  the  position 
at  Elk  Creek  but  for  the  worthlessness  of  our  ammunition.  The  Choc- 
taws, who  had  skirmished  with  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  j 
returned  wet  and  disheartened  by  finding  their  guns  almost  useless,  and  j 
there  was  a general  feeling  among  the  troops  that  with  such  ammuni- 
tion it  was  useless  to  contend  with  a foe  doubly  superior  in  numbers, 
arms,  and  munitions,  with  artillery  ten  times  superior  to  ours,  weight  ! 
of  metal  considered . Notwithstanding  all  these  untoward  circumstances, 
the  men  of  Colonel  Bass’  regiment  stood  calmly  and  fearlessly  to  their 
posts  in  support  of  Lee’s  battery  until  the  conflict  became  a hand-to- 
hand  one,  even  clubbing  their  muskets  and  never  giving  way  until  the 
battery  had  been  withdrawn $ and,  even  when  defeated  and  in  full  re- 
treat,  the  officers  and  men  of  different  commands  readily  obeyed  orders, 
formed,  falling  back  and  reforming  at  several  different  positions,  as 
ordered,  deliberately  and  coolly.  Their  steady  conduct  under  these 
circumstances  evidently  intimidated  the  foe,  and  alone  enabled  us  to 
save  the  train  and  many  valuable  lives.  The  Creeks,  under  Col.  D.  N. 
McIntosh,  at  this  juncture  behaved  admirably,  moving  off  in  good  order  j 
slowly  and  steadily  across  the  North  Fork  road  in  full  view  of  the  enemy. 
They  contributed  greatly  to  the  safe  retreat  of  the  train  and  brigade. 

Among  the  officers  who  were  distinguished  for  gallantry  and  good 
conduct,  Col.  T.  C.  Bass  and  Captain  Lee  were  particularly  conspicuous. 
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Colonel  De  Morse’s  conduct,  though  suffering  under  a severe  wound, 
has  been  represented  to  me  as  all  that  should  characterize  a brave  man. 
Colonel  Martin,  for  his  coolness  and  good  management  of  his  command, 
deceiving  the  enemy  as  to  his  real  strength,  and  preventing  our  left 
from  being  turned,  deserves  great  credit.  Captain  Gillett  behaved  with 
his  usual  gallantry.  Major  Carroll  was  active  and  prompt  in  bringing 
his  men  into  line  to  cover  the  retreat.  Colonel  Walker  and  his  Choc- 
taws behaved  bravely,  as  they  always  do.  Captain  [F.  M.J  Hanks,  of 
Bass’  regiment,  was  also  distinguished  for  his  gallantry,  being  danger- 
ously wounded  while  carrying  orders  which  I had  sent  to  Colonel  Bass  to 
draw  the  right  wing  to  his  support.  And  the  lamented  [H.  H.]  Molloy, 
of  the  same  regiment,  fell,  mortally  wounded,  soon  after  having  delivered 
my  order  to  his  colonel  to  move  De  Morse’s  and  Martin’s  regiments  up 
on  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  who  were  advancing  upon  the  battery 
at  the  center. 

Captain  Johnson,  who  commanded  a detachment  from  Colonel  Bass’ 
regiment,  came  under  my  immediate  notice.  His  conduct  was,  at  the 
most  trying  time,  cool  and  collected — that  of  a brave  man  and  good 
officer.  The  nature  of  the  ground  precluded  the  possibility  of  person- 
ally observing  all  the  movements  of  our  troops  and  the  conduct  of  the 
men  and  officers.  Among  those  who  were  mentioned  with  praise  by 
their  immediate  commanding  officers  are  Capts.  Hugh  Tinnin,  James  L. 
Butler,  and  James  Stewart,  First  Cherokee  Regiment ; Adjt  L.  C.  De 
Morse,  Twenty-ninth  Texas  Cavalry ; Lieut.  Henry  Forrester  and  Sergt. 
J.  Riley  Baker,  Lee’s  light  battery  ; Lieut.  A.  G.  Ballenger,  Second 
Cherokee  Regiment  (killed),  and  Acting  Sergt.  Maj.  J.  H.  Reierson,  of 
Bass’  regiment,  and  Sergt.  Henry  Campbell,  of  same  regiment,  were 
particularly  distinguished,  &c. 

Mr.  P.  Is.  Blackstone  was  particularly  distinguished  for  his  courage 
on  the  field.  After  being  severely  wounded,  he  succeeded  in  repulsing 
three  of  the  enemy  who  attacked  him,  killing  one  of  them  and  taking  his 
gun,  which  he  brought  off  with  him,  together  with  his  own,  closely  pur- 
sued by  the  enemy,  after  the  greater  portion  of  our  troops  had  left  the 
field.  / 

Of  my  personal  staff,  Lieut.  T.  B.  Heiston,  aide-de-camp  and  acting 
assistant  adjutant-general,  all  speak  in  the  highest  terms.  He  was  on 
this,  as  on  all  former  occasions,  wherever  duty  called  him,  conspicuous 
for  his  gallant  bearing. 

My  son,  Douglas  H.  Cooper,  jr.,  additional  aide-de-camp,  is  mentioned 
favorably  by  Colonel  Bass  in  his  report  for  his  good  conduct  while  con- 
veying my  orders  amid  the  thickest  of  the  fray. 

I am  also  indebted  to  Mr.  S.  A.  Robinson  for  valuable  assistance  in 
conveying  orders. 

Referring  to  accompanying  reports  for  further  details,  and  to  list  of 
killed  and  wounded,  I am,  general,  respectfully, 

DOUGLAS  H.  COOPER, 

Brigadier-  General . 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Steele, 

Commanding  Department  of  Indian  Territory. 

[Inclosure  A.] 

General  Orders,  LHdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Indian  Troops, 

Ho.  25.  J Elk  Creek , July  14,  1863. 

I.  The  First  and  Second  Cherokee  Regiments  will  constitute  the  right 
wing  of  the  brigade,  Col.  Stand  Watie,  senior  colonel,  commanding. 
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II.  The  left  wing  will  be  composed  of  First  and  Second  Creek  Regi- 
ments, Col.  D.  N.  McIntosh  commanding. 

III.  The  center  will  consist  of  Twentieth  Texas  dismounted  cavalry 
Twenty-ninth  Texas  Cavalry,  Fifth  Texas  Partisan  Rangers,  and  Lee’s 
light  battery,  Col.  Thomas  C.  Bass,  senior  colonel,  commanding. 

IY.  Scanland’s  squadron,  [L.  E.]  Gillett’s  squadron,  and  First  Choc- 
taw and  Chickasaw  Regiment,  Col.  Tandy  Walker  commanding,  will  be 
attached  to  headquarters  and  constitute  the  reserve,  to  which  such  other 
troops  belonging  to  this  brigade  as  may  report  will  be  added  until  fur- 
ther orders.  Captain  [John]  Scanland  will  fall  back  to  a position  which 
will  be  assigned  him  near  headquarters,  Honey  Springs. 

The  right  wing  will  encamp  convenient  to  the  two  lower  crossings  on  ! 
Elk  Creek  ; the  center  near  or  at  such  places  as  may  be  convenient  to  I 
the  middle  ford,  and  the  left  wing  at  or  near  the-upper  ford ; the  reserve 
near  headquarters,  Honey  Springs  Depot.  Commandants  of  each  wing  | 
will  see  that  necessary  ways  are  opened  along  the  front  and  near  Elk 
Creek  to  enable  the  troops  to  move  with  facility  from  point  to  point,  j 
and  also  that  proper  roads  from  the  camps  perpendicular  to  the  way  | 
along  the  bank  of  the  creek  are  opened.  Each  regiment  will  occupy  a i 
front  at  least  equal  to  the  number  of  files,  minus  one-fifth.  For  example : 
If  the  total  of  a regiment  be  1,000  men,  or  500  files,  the  front  will  be 
400  yards.  The  proper  intervals  between  squadrons  and  regiments  will 
be  observed,  and  kept  free  from  obstruction,  to  allow  the  passage  of  the 
troops.  These  intervals  may  be  increased  where  the  ground  is  ob- 
structed, and  in  timbered  places  the  line  may  be  extended.  In  case  of 
attack  there  should  be  an  advance  party  thrown  out  to  and  along  the 
skirt  of  the  prairie  in  front  (north  side  of  the  creek),  with  adequate  j 
supports  formed  near  the  creek.  The  enemy  must,  if  possible,  be  pre- 
vented from  gaining  the  cover  of  the  timber  on  the  north  side.  Com- ; 
mandants  will  examine  the  ground  in  front  of  them,  and  especially 
creeks,  bayous,  or  wooded  ways  leading  from  the  prairie  north  and  west 
of  camp  down  southward  and  connecting  with  the  main  bottom  of  Elk 
Creek.  These  smaller  creeks  will  be  used  in  case  of  attack  by  the  enemy  i 
to  penetrate  to  Elk  Creek,  and  thus  flank  the  different  positions  near  j 
the  fords.  These  can  be  used  by  our  troops  to  advantage  in  gaining  a 
position  in  advance  of  the  general  line  of  the  prairie  to  flank  the  col- 
umns of  the  enemy  while  advancing  on  the  roads  leading  to  the  fords. 
It  is  necessary  that  commanding  officers  should  examine  and  under- 
stand the  ground  in  front  of  their  own  positions,  and  also  those  occupied  : 
by  other  corps. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper: 

THORNTON  B.  HEISTON, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant - General. 


JULY  18-26, 1863. — Scout  from  Cassville,  Mo.,  to  Huntsville,  Ark.,  etc. 

Report  of  Col.  James  W.  Johnson , Twenty -sixth  EnrolledMissouri  Militia. 

Headquarters  Post, 

Cassville , J/o.,  July  26,  1863. 

General:  A scout  under  Captain  Galloway  has  just  returned  from 
an  eight  days’  scout,  in  the  direction  and  vicinity  of  Huntsville,  Ark., 
and  to  Berry ville,  killing  6 rebels  and  capturing  3,  chasing  pretty  much 
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all  the  guerrillas  out  of  the  country  for  50  or  60  miles  southeast.  No 
force  of  enemy  this  side  the  mountain  in  that  direction.  All  the  small 
parties  seemed  to  he  concentrating  in  the  direction  of  Ozark,  Ark. 
Nothing  of  a reliable  character  as  to  forces  at  Fayetteville.  I will 
send  in  that  direction  to-morrow. 

JAMES  W.  JOHNSON, 

Colonel , Commanding  Post. 


Brigadier-General  McNeil. 


JULY  24,  1863.— Skirmish  in  Dade  County,  Mo. 

Report  of  Maj.  Charles  Sheppard,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Enrolled 

Missouri  Militia. 

Springfield,  Mo.,  July  29,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  engagement  be- 
tween a scout,  commanded  by  Oapt.  E.  J.  Morris,  Company  E,  Seventh 
Provisional  Kegiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  and  a band  of  bush- 
whackers, on  Friday,  July  24,  1863,  in  Dade  County: 

The  guerrillas  had  just  taken  15  negroes,  .and  had  them  on  horses  to 
carry  off,  when  the  captain  attacked  them,  with  the  following  results : 
Killed  1,  severely  wounded  3,  released  the  negroes,  and  captured  10 
horses,  5 saddles,  and  2 Colt’s  navy  revolvers.  Private  William  Stock- 
ton,  Company  A,  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia,  who  was  in  company 
with  Captain  Morris,  was  severely  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  SHEPPABD, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Capt.  C.  C.  Laurant, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


JULY  27, 1863. — Affair  near  Cassville,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col.  James  W.  Johnson , Twenty-sixth  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 

Headquarters  Post, 

Cassville , Mo.,  July  28, 1863. 

General  : A scout  of  Second  Infantry,  headed  by  one  Caleb  Baker, 
on  the  27th,  encountered  about  20  rebels,  some  25  miles  southeast  of  this 
place,  killing  1 captain,  3 men,  and  wounding  4.  Our  loss  is  3 missing. 
Some  arms  were  captured  also. 

JAMES  W.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel , Commanding  Post. 


Brigadier-General  McNeil. 
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JULY  — , 1363. — Expedition  from  Greensborough  to  Helena,  Ark. 

x Congratulatory  orders. 

General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Davidson’s  Cav.  Div.,  Dept.  Mo., 

No.  28.  f Camp  at  Wittshurg , Ark .,  July  29,  1863. 

The  commanding  general  of  the  division  desires  to  thank,  in  General 
Orders,  Capt.  James  D.  Jenks,  of  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  the  50 
brave  men  of  that  regiment  under  his  command. 

Starting  from  a point  100  miles  from  Helena,  they  marched  through 
a country  held  by  the  enemy  and  infested  by  guerrillas  ; dashing  upon 
his  outposts  wherever  he  found  them  ; crossing  the  L’Anguille  River 
under  fire  of  the  enemy’s  pickets ; taking  6 prisoners  on  his  road;  wound- 
ing 1 officer  and  1 private,  who  fell  into  our  hands ; destroying  his  dis- 
patches and  communicating  their  contents  to  the  commander  at  Helena, 
without  losing  an  item,  his  whole  conduct  presents  an  example  of 
brilliant  cavalry  daring  worthy  of  the  study  and  imitation  of  every 
officer  in  this  command. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Davidson  : 

AUGUSTUS  S.  MONTGOMERY, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


JULY  30,  1863. — Skirmishes  near  Elm  Springs,  Ark. 

Report  of  Lieut.  John  E.  Phelps , Third  U.  S.  Cavalry. 

August  7,  1863. 

General  : On  the  28th  of  July,  with  28  men  of  the  Second  Arkan- 
sas Cavalry,  I left  Cassville,  with  a scout,  under  the  command  of 
Major  [T.  J.]  Hunt,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry.  We  marched  with  that 
command  to  Mudtown,  Ark.  There  we  left  it,  and  went  to  Elm 
Springs.  Learning  that  Captain  Arrington,  of  the  rebel  army,  was  near 
that  place  with  a small  force  of  rebels,  we  fell  in  his  rear  at  12  o’clock 
at  night  on  the  29th.  My  men  and  horses  being  tired,  we  stopped. 
Early  next  morning  we  started  in  the  direction  of  Fayetteville,  and  came 
on  the  enemy’s  rear  guard  6 miles  from  Elm  Springs,  and  had  a skirmish. 
One  rebel  was  killed  and  4 wounded,  and  1 horse  captured.  We  joined 
Major  Hunt’s  command  at  Fayetteville,  and  all  returned  to  Elm  Springs 
that  night  and  camped.  The  next  morning,  the  31st,  we  left  Major 
Hunt’s  command,  and  took  the  road  to  Maysville.  About  8 miles  from 
Elm  Springs  we  came  upon  the  enemy,  25  strong,  and  had  another 
skirmish,  killing  4 and  wounding  5,  and  capturing  3 horses.  We  then 
proceeded  to  Maysville.  There  I learned  that  Colonel  Coffee  was  en- 
camped within  10  miles  of  that  place,  on  Butler’s  Creek,  with  500  men. 
Not  having  a force  sufficient  do  attack  Coffee,  we  returned  to  Spring- 
field,  by  Neosho,  Newtonia,  Jollification,  Morrisville,  and  Little  York, 
without  meeting  any  more  of  the  enemy. 

My  men  behaved  bravely.  The  only  casualty  to  my  men  was  1 in- 
jured by  the  fall  of  his  horse.  We  captured  in  all  16  horses. 

JOHN  E.  PHELPS, 

Lieut.  Third  U.  8.  Cav.,  Recruiting  Officer  Second  Ark . Cav. 

Brigadier-General  McNeil. 
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JULY  30,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Lexington,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col.  James  McFerran,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Lexington,  Mo.,  August  3, 1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  29th  instant,  Cap- 
tain [H.  F.]  Peery,  Company  K,  of  the  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry, with  a detachment  of  27,  of  Companies  K,  C,  and  I,  of  said  regiment, 
together  with  15  men  of  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  left  this  post  as  an 
escort  for  the  paymaster  (Major  Smith)  en  route  for  Marshall,  in  Saline 
County,  distant  about  40  miles.  The  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  having 
arms  under  escort  for  Freedom  Township,  in  this  county,  left  Captain 
Peery  about  20  miles  below  here,  and  the  paymaster’s  escort  continued 
their  march  for  about  5 miles,  and  put  up  for  the  night.  The  next 
morning,  Captain  Peery’s  command  was  attacked  by  about  100  guer- 
rillas, under  Blunt  and  Graves,  and,  after  a sharp  conflict,  were  repulsed, 
with  the  loss  of  2 horses  and  3 men  mortally  wounded.  Captain  Peery 
lost  1 man  mortally  wounded  and  7 horses.  The  paymaster  reached  his 
destination  in  safety. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  reported  bv  order  of — 

JAMES  McFEBRAN, 

Colonel , Commanding  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

General  Ewing, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Border. 


AUGUST  1,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Taylor’s  Farm,  on  the  Little  Bine,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Charles  F.  Coleman , Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry . 

Camp  near  Little  Santa  Fe, 

August  2,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  : On  Friday,  July  31,  I received  information  that  a band 
of  guerrillas  intended  to  rob  a train  which  was  encamped  in  the  vicinity 
of  Westport.  I immediately  sent  word  to  the  commanding  officer  at 
Westport,  by  Lieutenant  Brown,  that  the  train  would  be  robbed  that 
night,  unless  prevented,  and  that  if  he  came  out,  to  come  on  the  north 
side,  next  to  the  timber,  and  that  I would  wratch  the  train  on  this  side. 
I arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  train  about  9.30  p.  m.,  and  took  a posi- 
tion close  enough  to  see  any  party  that  might  approach ; but  ha  ving 
received  no  answer  from  the  commanding  officer  at  Westport,  I had  no 
idea  that  he  was  coming.  I had  been  there  about  thirty  minutes  when 
I saw  a body  of  men  approach  the  train  from  the  east,  and,  from  their 
action,  I was  certain  at  that  time  that  they  were  guerrillas,  and  imme- 
diately ordered  an  attack,  they  retreating  and  we  pursuing.  I did  not 
discover  the  mistake  until  we  overtook  some  of  their  men,  and  found 
that  they  were  Federal  soldiers.  I called  off  my  command  and  or- 
dered a halt  until  daylight,  and,  while  waiting  there,  the  party  that 
had  robbed  the  train  came  in  sight  of  us.  I started  in  pursuit  of  them, 
and  about  1 p.  m.  the  next  day  run  on  them  at  Mrs.  Taylor’s,  on  Little 
Blue.  We  gave  them  one  volley,  which  they  returned,  but  when  we 
fired  the  second  time  they  ran,  leaving  4 dead  on  the  ground.  I had 
my  men  dismounted,  and  by  the  time  we  got  in  the  saddle  again,  and 
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owing  to  the  timber  being  so  thick,  I did  not  succeed  in  capturing  the 
guerrillas.  They  numbered  about  40  men,  and  were  well  mounted.  I 
think  ther.e  were  several  wounded.  None  of  my  men  were  hurt. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

0.  F.  COLEMAN, 

Captain  Company  D,  Ninth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry. 
General  Ewing. 


AUGUST  1,  1863. — Affair  at  Round  Ponds,  near  Castor  River,  Mo. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  Southeast 
Missouri. 

No.  2. — Col.  John  B.  Rogers,  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

No.  3. — Lieut.  Col.  J.  Ellison,  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry  (Confederate). 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fish,  U.  S.  Army , commanding  District 

of  Southeast  Missouri. 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  August  3,  1863. 
General:  One  of  General  Davidson’s  trains,  of  30  wagons,  was 
attacked  on  Saturday  night,  near  Castor  River,  and  destroyed.  Ten  of 
our  men  were  killed  outright ; others  mortally  wounded.  The  mules 
have  been  recovered ; the  horses  were  lost  ; train  burned.  The  entire 
country  along  the  border  is  swarming  with  guerrillas.  Burbridge  is 
near  Greenville  with  his  own  regiment,  and  is  being  re-enforced  by  Reves 
and  Freeman.  I have  sent  every  mounted  man  I have  to  Patterson 
this  morning.  It  requires  more  than  half  of  the  force  in  the  district  to 
guard  General  Davidson’s  line  of  communication  and  garrison  the  posts 
of  Bloomfield  and  Chalk  Bluff. 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 
Brigadier - General , Com  manding . 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Col.  John  B.  Rogers , Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry . 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  August  2, 1863. 
General  : The  attack  on  the  train  last  night  was  serious.  Ten  men 
were  killed,  2 mortally  wounded,  and  2 slightly;  all  the  train  was 
burned  but  3 wagons ; all  the  mules  are  recovered ; the  horses  are  lost. 
The  party  was  surprised  by  the  Bolands  and  murdered.  There  were 
but  12  of  the  attacking  party.  There  must  have  been  inexcusable  neg- 
ligence ; but  in  those  swamps  the  party  can  approach  very  near  before 
being  seen. 

J.  B.  ROGERS, 

Colonel , Commanding. 


Brigadier-General  Fisk. 
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General  : The  guard  was  stronger  than  the  attacking  party,  but  the 
surprise  was  complete ; they  were  shot  in  sleep.  It  is  difficult  to  guard 
against  such  surprises,  as  the  swamp  is  close  to  the  road  and  very  dense. 
General  Davidson  sent  his  train  up  without  any  guard,  camping  on  the 
same  ground.  He  came  through  in  person  with  but  12 ; I did  the  same 
with  5.  One  train  had  just  passed ; another  was  but  10  miles  behind, 
with  140  men.  The  bridge  guard  was  but  3 miles  distant.  I thought 
the  middle  train  secure  with  a small  guard.  They  had  about  20  men, 
besides  40  drivers,  armed  mostly. 

J.  B.  BOGEBS, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

General  Fisk. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  August  3, 1863. 

General:  The  sergeant  in  charge  of  captured  train  just  in.  He 
reports  that  the  attack  was  made  from  the  swamps,  but  his  sentinels 
on  that  side  were  killed  instantly  and  the  guerrillas  rushed  on  to  the 
half-awakened  men  and  killed  them  before  resistance  could  be  made. 
Camping  too  close  to  the  swamp  was  the  fatal  error.  It  happens  the 
sentinels  were  posted  properly,  but  the  cover  was  so  dense  that  they 
were  killed  before  the  alarm  was  given.  The  teamsters  fled  to  the 
swamps.  Their  guard  paid  for  their  fault  with  their  lives. 

J.  B.  BOGEBS, 

Colonel , Commanding . 

Brigadier-General  Fisk, 

Commanding  District . 


Bo.  3. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  Ellison,  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry  ( Confederate ). 

Camp  Brown,  August  16, 1863. 

General  : Capt.  John  McWherter,  who  has  been  out  scouting  on 
Crowley’s  Bidge,  has  just  arrived.  Lieutenant  [John  P.]  Taylor  and 
Lieutenant  [John  B.]  Miller  are  on  their  way  to  camp.  Captain  [Timo- 
thy] Beves  has  not  yet  arrived  at  Batesville.  Beport  says  he  (Captain 
Beves)  has  gone  into  Missouri.  Capt.  John  McWherter  and  8 other 
men  had  an  engagement  with  the  enemy  at  Bound  Ponds,  on  the  road  be- 
tween Cape  Girardeau  and  Bloomfield,  Mo.  Captain  J.  [John  McWher- 
ter] and  the  others  all  belong  to  this  command.  An  account  of  the  fight 
is  as  follows : The  above  little  party,  finding  that  a train  of  wagons  be- 
longing to  the  enemy  were  on  the  road,  followed,  and  when  the  guard, 
numbering  16,  also  the  drivers,  were  all  asleep  they  rushed  in  on  the 
camp  and  succeeded  in  killing  and  wounding  30.  Destroyed  the  entire 
train  of  65  wagons  by  fire.  They  captured  19  horses  and  7 pistols,  and 
could  have  taken  any  number  of  horses  if  they  had  had  men  to  lead 
them  away,  as  there  were  at  least  400  head  of  horses  and  mules  at  the 
camp. 

I have  had  all  the  boats  above  and  below  sunk,  as  per  your  order. 
The  boat  at  Jacksonport  has  not  been  sunk,  although  I had  given  the 
orders  to  sink  it ; but  finding  that  the  enemy  had  not  advanced  as  I sup- 
posed they  would  when  I gave  the  order,  therefore  I countermanded  it. 
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The  enemy  was  reported  at  Augusta,  but  I learn  from  my  scouts  that 
they  are  all  gone  back.  My  scouts  learn  that  the  citizens  at  Augusta 
brought  in  all  the  produce  they  possibly  could  and  traded  to  the  enemy, 
principally  cotton.  There  is  but  a small  force  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.  Colo- 
nel [S.  G.j  Kitchen’s  health  is  improving  slowly. 

I am,  respectfully, 

J.  ELLISON, 

Lieutenant -Colonel,  Commanding  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry. 


Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke. 


P*  S. — When  the  balance  of  the  scout  get  to  camp  I will  write  all  the 
particulars  of  the  above-mentioned  engagement,  day  and  date. 

[R.  D.]  KATHREN, 

Adjutant. 


AUGUST  1-SEPTEMBER  14,  1863. — Advance  of  the  Union  forces  upon 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  etc. 

SUMMARY  GW  THE  PRINCIPAL  EVENTS. 

Aug.  1-  8,  1863. — Davidson’s  cavalry  division  moves  from  Wittsburg  to  Clarendon. 
10,  1863. — Steele’s  column  advances  from  Helena. 

13-16,  1863. — Expedition  up  the  White  and  Little  Red  Rivers,  including  en- 
gagement (14th)  at  West  Point  and  skirmish  (16th)  at  Harri- 
son’s Landing. 

17,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Grand  Prairie. 

25,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Brownsville. 

26,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Bayou  Meto. 

27,  1863. — Action  at  Bayou  Meto,  or  Reed’s  Bridge. 

30,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Shallow  Ford,  Bayou  Meto. 

Sept.  2,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Shallow  Ford. 

7,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Ashley’s  Mills,  or  Ferry  Landing. 

10,  1863. — Engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche,  and  capture  of  Little  Rock. 
10-14,  1863. — Price’s  army  retreats  to  Rockport  and  Arkadelphia. 

12,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Brownsville. 

REPORTS.* 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Missouri. 

No.  2. — Roster  of  the  “Arkansas  expedition,”  August  31. 

No.  3. — Maj.  Gen.  Frederick  Steele,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  expedition. 

No.  4. — Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces. 

No.  5. — Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Uavidson,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Division, 
with  congratulatory  orders. 

No.  6. — Capt.  Julius  L.  Hadley,  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Battery,  Chief  of  Artillery,  of 
engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche. 

No.  7. — Col.  Washington  F.  Geiger,  Eighth  Missouri  Cavalry,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  of  skirmish  at  Brownsville. 

No.  8. — Col.  Lewis  Merrill,  Second  Missouri  Cavalry,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of 
engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche,  and  pursuit  of  the  Confederates. 

No.  9. — Lieut.  Col.  John  L.  Chandler,  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry,  of  engagement  at 
Bayou* Fourche,  and  pursuit  of  the  Confederates. 

* For  report  of  Lieut.  George  M.  Bache,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  expedition  up  the  White 
and  Little  Red  Rivers,  see  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  December  7, 
1863. 
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No.  10. — Col.  John  M.  Glover,  Third  Missouri  Cavalry,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
of  skirmish  and  action  at  Bayou  Meto,  and  engagement  at  Bayou 
Fourche. 

No.  11.— Lieut.  Col.  James  Stuart,  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  of  engagement  at  Bayou 
Fourche. 

No.  12. — Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  Anderson,  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  of  skirmish  and  action  at 
Bayou  Meto. 

No.  13. — Maj.  Joseph  W.  Caldwell,  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  of  engagement  at  Bayou 
Fourche. 

No.  14. — Col.  John  F.  Ritter,  First  Missouri  Cavalry,  commanding  Reserve  Brigade, 
of  action  at  Bayou  Meto  and  engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche. 

No.  15. — Maj.  Gustavus  A.  Eberhart,  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry,  of  operations 
August  1-27,  including  expedition  up  the  White  and  Little  Red  Rivers, 
and  action  at  Bayou  Meto. 

No.  16. — Col.  Adolph  Engelmann,  Forty-third  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  Second 
Division,  of  engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche. 

No.  17. — Itinerary  of  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Col.  William  H.  Graves 
commanding,  August  1-September  11. 

No.  18. — Itinerary  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Col.  Oliver  Wood  com- 
manding, August  13-September  10. 

No.  19. — Col.  Christopher  C.  Andrews,  Third  Minnesota  Infantry,  Second  Brigade, 
of  engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche. 

No.  20. — Itinerary  of  brigade  commanded  by  Col.  James  M.  True,  September  1-10. 

No.  21. — Capt.  Thomas  F.  Vaughn,  Independent  Battery  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  of 
engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche. 

No.  22. — Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  Arkansas, 
including  operations  July  24- September  25. 

No.  23. — Col.  Archibald  S.  Dobbin,  Arkansas  Cavalry,  commanding  Walker’s  divis- 
ion, of  skirmish  at  Ashley’s  Mills,  and  engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche. 

No.  24. — Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Marmaduke,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division,  of  opera- 
tions August  17-28. 

No.  25. — Col.  G.  W.  Thompson,  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry  (Confederate),  commanding 
Shelby’s  brigade,  of  engagement  at  West  Point,  and  operations  Septem- 
ber 10-14. 

No.  26. — Lieut.  Col.  B.  Frank  Gordon,  Missouri  Cavalry  (Confederate),  commanding 
Shelby’s  brigade,  of  operations  August  24-September  6. 

No.  27. — Col.  William  L.  Jeffers,  Eighth  Missouri  Cavalry  (Confederate),  commanding 
Marmaduke’s  brigade,  of  operations  August  25-Sept.ember  14. 

No.  28. — Col.  Robert  C.  Newton,  Fifth  Arkansas  Cavalry,  commanding  brigade,  of 
operations  August  25-September  14. 

No.  29. — Capt.  M.  M.  Bateman,  Dobbin’s  regiment,  of  operations  August  25-Septem- 
ber 11. 

No.  30. — Capt.  J.  H.  Pratt,  Texas  battery,  of  engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche. 

No.  31. — Brig.  Gen.  D.  M.  Frost,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division,  of  operations 
August  23. 


No.  1. 


Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield , TJ.  S.  Army , commanding  De- 
partment of  the  Missouri. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , Mo.,  September  27,  18G3. 
Colonel  : I forward  herewith  official  copy  of  the  report  of  Major-Gen  - 
eral  Steele,  commanding  the  u Arkansas  expedition,77*  including  also  the 
report  of  Brigadier-General  Davidson,  commanding  the  cavalry  division. 


That  of  September  12,  p.  474  et  seq. 
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This  report  is  a general  summary  of  the  operations  of  General  Steele’s 
command,  commencing  with  the  organization  of  the  expeditionary  force 
at  Helena,  and  ending  with  the  capture  of  Little  Rock.  As  soon  as  Gen- 
eral Steele’s  more  detailed  report  shall  be  received,  I will  forward  it,  with 
such  recommendations  as  individual  merit  and  services  shall  seem  to 
have  justified. 

General  Steele’s  operations  have  been  conducted  with  marked  skill 
and  good  judgment,  and  the  importance  of  his  success  can  hardly  be 
overestimated. 

My  troops  at  Fort  Smith  have  already  opened  communication  with 
Little  Rock.  All  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  country  west  of  it  are  vir- 
tually in  our  possession.  Our  troops  are  cordially  welcomed  by  a large 
proportion  of  the  Arkansas  people. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General . 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington , D.  C. 


No.  2. 


Roster  of  the  uArJcansas  Expedition August  31. 


ESCORT. 

3d  Illinois  Cavalry,  Company  D,  Lieut.  James  K.  McLean. 
Kane  County  (Illinois)  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Eben  C.  Litherland. 

FIRST  (CAVALRY)  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Davidson. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Washington  F.  Geiger.  * 

2d  Missouri,  Maj.  Garrison  Harker. 

7th  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  JohnL.  Chandler. 
8th  Missouri,  Maj.  William  J.  Teed. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  John  M.  Glover. 

10th  Illinois,  Col.  Dudley  Wickersham. 
1st  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  Anderson. 
3d  Missouri,  Maj.  Albert  D.  Glover. 


Reserve  Brigade. 

Col.  John  F.  Ritter. 

13th  Illinois,  Maj.  Lothar  Lippert. 

3d  Iowa,  Maj.  John  W.  Noble. 

32d  Iowa  Infantry,  Maj.  Edward  H.  Mix. 

1st  Missouri,  Col.  John  F.  Ritter. 

Artillery. 

Capt.  Julius  L.  Hadley. 

2d  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  K,  Lieut.  T.  S.  Clarkson. 
2d  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  M,  Capt.  Gustave  Stange. 
25th  Ohio  Battery,  Capt.  Julius  L.  Hadley. 


Succeeded  by  Col.  Lewis  Merrill. 
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SECOND  DIVISION. 

Col.  William  E.  McLean.* 


First  Brigade . 

Col.  William  H.  Graves. 

18th  Illinois,  Col.  Daniel  H.  Brush. 

43d  Illinois,!  Maj.  Charles  Stephani. 
54th  Illinois,  Col.  Greenville M.  Mitchell. 
61st  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Simon  P.  Ohr. 
106th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Yates. 
12th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  Dwight  May. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Oliver  Wood. 

126th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Ezra  M.  Beards- 
ley. 

40th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  F.  Cooper. 
3d  Minnesota,!  Col.  Christopher  C.  An- 
drews. 

22d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Homer  Thrall. 
27th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Conrad  Krez. 


THIRD  DIVISION,  t 


Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  A.*  Rice. 


First  Brigade. 

* 

Col.  Charles  W.  Kittredge. 

43d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  John  C.  Major. 
36th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Francis  M.  Drake. 
77th  Ohio,  Col.  William  B.  Mason. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Thomas  H.  Benton,  jr. 

29th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  F.  Patterson. 
33d  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Cyrus  H.  Mackey. 
28th  Wisconsin,  Maj.  Calvert  C.  White. 


UNATTACHED. 


Cavalry  Brigade. 

Col.  Powell  Clayton. 

1st  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  N.  Pace. 
5th  Kansas,  Lieut.  Col.  Wilton  A.  Jenkins. 


Artillery. 

Capt.  Mortimer  M.  Hayden. 

3d  Iowa  Battery,  Lieut.  Melvil  C.  Wright. 

1st  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  K,  Capt.  Stillman  0.  Fish. 
5th  Ohio  Battery,  Lieut.  John  D.  Burner. 

11th  Ohio  Battery,  Capt.  Frank  C.  Sands. 


True? s Brigade.  § 

Col.  James  M.  True. 

49th  Illinois,  Col.  Phineas  Pease. 

62d  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  M.  Meeker. 

50th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  T.  Wells. 

27th  Iowa,  Col.  James  I.  Gilbert. 

Vaughn’s  (Illinois)  battery,  Capt.  Thomas  F.  Vaughn. 


* Relieved  by  Col.  Adolph  Engelmann,  September  6. 

! Transferred  September  18. 

t Organized  for  this  expedition  from  the  Thirteenth  Division,  Sixteenth  Army 
Corps. 

$ Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  en  route  from  Helena,  and 
not  accounted  for  on  the  original  returns  till  September  10.  On  September  13  it  was 
assigned  to  Kimball’s  (Second)  division,  and  on  the  18th  it  was  designated  as  the  First 
Brigade  of  that  division. 
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Ko.  3. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Frederick  Steele,  U.  S.  Army , commanding  expedi- 
tion. 

Devall’s  Bluff,  Ark.,  August  23, 1863. 

General  : Having  reconnoitered  the  different  routes,  I have  decided 
to  commence  my  line  of  operations  at  this  point,  and  have  moved  the 
depot  and  hospital  here  to-day.  The  site  chosen  is  a plateau  (oak  open- 
ing), high  bluff  on  the  river,  and  sloping  on  both  sides,  on  one  side  a 
deep  ravine.  The  two  gunboats  which  are  to  remain  here  can  defend 
the  flanks,  and  an  intrench ment  can  be  thrown  up  in  rear  Avhich  will 
make  the  place  tolerably  secure  against  any  force  that  will  be  likely  to 
annoy  us  while  we  are  pushing  the  enemy  to  the  front.  The  buildings 
here  do  not  amount  to  much,  but  there  is  considerable  lumber,  and,  by 
sending  to  Clarendon  for  more,  we  can  erect  tolerable  shelter  for  the 
sick  and  the  supplies.  The ‘sick  list  is  frightful,  including  many  offi- 
cers. One  brigade  is  commanded  by  a lieutenant-colonel,  two  colonels 
having  given  up  in  the  last  three  days.  If  you  do  not  send  re  enforce- 
ments I shall  very  likely  meet  with  a disaster.  This  is  the  poorest 
command  that  I have  ever  seen,  except  the  cavalry.  More  than  1,000 
here  present  are  reported  unfit  for  duty,  and  about  one-half  of  the  com- 
mand proper  are  absent.  Davidson  is  at  Deadinan’s  Lake,  about  15  miles 
this  side  of  Brownsville ; he  was  to  reconnoiter  the  latter  place  in  front  to- 
day. Deserters  report  that  one  brigade  of  Kirby  Smith’s  troops,  under 
Frost,  were  at  Bayou  Meto.  Everything  indicates  that  the  rebels  will 
make  a determined  resistance  at  this  point.  We  need  four  gunboats  on 
this  river — one  at  Saint  Charles,  two  at  this  point,  and  one  as  a convoy. 
Of  those  I have  now,  one  is  unfit  for  service  and  the  other  three  out  of 
repair.  White  Biver  is  at  present  a better  one  for  the  purpose  of  navi- 
gation than  the  Mississippi ; it  is  falling  now,  but  will  rise  again  next 
month,  and  can  be  depended  upon  all  the  time  for  over  4 feet  of  water 
to  this  point.  Ko  matter  what  steam  boatmen  say,  this  is  a fact.  I refer 
you  to  Commander  Bache,  U.  S.  Kavy,  in  regard  to  the  facts  in  the  case. 
Ko  pilot  is  required.  All  that  is  necessary  is  to  keep  a boat  from  run- 
ning into  the  banks.  With  such  a base  as  this,  it  will  be  a very  easy 
matter  to  carry  on  operations  against  Little  Bock,  if  proper  means  be 
supplied.  We  hear  nothing  of  General  Blunt.  Prisoners  say  General 
Cooper  has  fallen  back  to  Little  Bock.  A Frenchman,  from  Kew  Or- 
leans, who  was  at  Des  Arc,  . confirms  the  accounts  which  I have  received 
from  other  sources  in  regard  to  the  strength  and  intentions  of  the  enemy. 
He  says  Marmaduke  was  peremptorily  dismissed  the  service  for  allow- 
ing our  gunboats  to  capture  the  two  steamers  up  Little  Bed, 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

FBED’K  STEELE, 

Major-General. 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps , Memphis,  Term. 

P.  S. — I have  received  notice  from  Helena  that  there  is  a supply 
train  from  this  command  waiting  there  for  an  escort.  Part  of  this  train 
was  sent  from  Cape  Girardeau,  and  belongs  to  Davidson’s  division.  I 
cannot  send  an  escort.  The  rebels  have  destroyed  the  bridge  we  built 
over  Big  Creek.  This  traiu  would  probably  be  sufficient  transportation 
for  another  brigade.  I think  this  command  has  enough  already  to  keep 
it  supplied  from  this  place. 
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Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 

JDevalVs  Bluff, \ Arlc .,  August  26,  1863. 

General  : Our  advance,  under  Davidson,  has  driven  Marmaduke’s 
cavalry,  about  3,000,  out  of  Brownsville,  capturing  Colonel  Burbridge 
and  some  privates.  At  date  of  dispatch  from  Davidson,  [J.  M.]  Glover’s 
brigade  was  pushing  the  enemy  toward  Bayou  Meto.  Marmaduke  has 
not  been  dismissed ; he  was  in  command. 

There  is  no  running  water  between  here  and  Bayou  Meto ; there  are 
wells  at  Brownsville,  which  will  be  headquarters  of  the  cavalry  division, 
until  the  enemy’s  position  can  be  thoroughly  reconnoitered,  and  an  ap- 
proximate estimate  made  of  his  strength. 

I was  informed  by  a respectable  citizen  of  Brownsville  that  their  prin- 
cipal fortifications  were  between  Bayou  Meto  and  Little  Bock.  He  (Dr. 
Wright)  also  informed  me  that  there  was  a road  which  crossed  the  bayou, 
west  of  the  ope  occupied  by  the  enemy,  which  might,  perhaps,  be  rendered 
passable  for  us  by  some  repairs.  Until  I get  a report  from  the  front, 
giving  me  the  result  of  the  reconnaissance,  I shall  continue  to  strengthen 
this  camp,  build  shelters,  and  cut  the  timber,  so  that  the  gunboats  can 
have  a clear  sweep  along  the  ravines  on  our  flanks. 

This  is  a healthy  locality ; high  plateaus,  no  swamps  in  the  vicinity, 
and  the  current  in  the  river  rapid.  The  health  of  the  command  has  im- 
proved perceptibly  since  our  arrival  here. 

There  is  a grist-mill  and  a saw-mill,  about  2 miles  distant  by  a good 
road  and  4 by  water,  which  can  be  put  in  order  by  supplying  a few 
deficiencies.  This  can  be  done  by  sending  to  Des  Arc,  and  breaking  up 
an  establishment  which  has  been  patronized  by  the  rebel  army. 

Our  lumber  has  been  obtained  thus  far  principally  by  taking  down 
vacant  buildings,  including  one  large  church,  where  secession  doctrines 
have  been  extensively  promulgated. 

There  are  some  large  crops  of  corn  within  a few  miles  of  this,  owned 
by  rebels,  and  we  hear  of  considerable  old  corn  not  very  far  off.  There 
is  also  considerable  beef. 

I recommend  that  some  rolling  stock  be  sent  for  the  railroad,  which 
we  know  to  be  in  good  order  as  far  as,  and  beyond,  Brownsville.  The 
telegraph  is  also  nearly  complete. 

I hope  the  re-enforcements  will  come  up  soon.  If  the  reports  which 
we  get  continually  in  regard  to  the  enemy’s  strength  and  animus  should 
be  confirmed  by  the  reconnaissance,  I shall  wait  for  them.  I should 
like  very  much  to  have  the  famous  Memphis  Brigade,  if  it  should  be 
necessary  to  send  more  than  a brigade  you  have  already  ordered.  As  I 
wrote  you  before,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  supplies  up  this 
river.  I have  been  told  that  there  is  only  one  locomotive  and  but  few 
cars  on  the  railroad,  but  the  wagon  road  is  said  to  be  good.  Fort  Smith 
was  formerly  supplied  by  this  route.  I regard  the  plan  of  building 
the  road  from  here  to  Memphis  as  impracticable,  on  account  of  the  dif- 
ficulty of  raising  it  above  the  overflow.  My  opinion  is  based  entirely 
upon  information  derived  from  people  who  have  seen  the  route  at  all 
seasons.  If  ever  the  rebels  should  be  routed  by  us,  our  cavalry  would 
annihilate  them. 

I send  back  all  the  steamers  that  brought  up  supplies  except  the 
Hamilton  Belle,  which  is  required  for  getting  forage,  lumber,  &c.,  and 
the  Sallie  List,  which  is  at  present  needed  for  the  storage  of  commis- 
sary stores. 

Yery  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

FBED’K  STEELE, 
Major-General , Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 

DevalVs  Bluff,  Arlc.,  August  31,  1863. 


The  rebel  troops,  including  Marmaduke’s,  are  positively  west  of  Bayou 
Meto.  They  are  fortifying  3 miles  this  side  of  Little  Rock,  Price  in  com- 
mand, and  intend  to  hold  us  in  check  until  Kirby  Smith  collects  his  forces 
at  Little  Rock.  I advance  to-day. 

Very  respectfully, 


Major  General  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief. 


FRED’K  STEELE, 

Major- General. 


Devall’s  Bluff,  Ark.,  September  1,  1863. 

Dear  Schofield  : General  Hurlbut  writes  me  that  he  understands 
my  command  is  in  your  department.  I have  received  no  orders  to  that 
effect. 

General  Grant  directed  me  to  report  to  headquarters  Sixteenth  Army 
Corps.  Yesterday  I sent  you  a dispatch  in  reply  to  the  one  about  Mar- 
maduke.  I don’t  believe  there  are  100  Confederate  soldiers  north  of 
White  River,  in  Arkansas.  They  have  collected  everything  in  front  of 
Little  Rock.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  Kirby  Smith  is  col- 
lecting all  the  troops  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  at  Little  Rock. 
He  has  been  heard  to  say  frequently  that  if  he  could  not  hold  Little 
Rock  he  could  not  hold  Texas. 

Davidson  with  his  cavalry  drove  Walker  and  Marmaduke  from 
Brownsville  across  Bayou  Meto.  Marmaduke  was  superseded  by 
Walker  in  command  of  the  cavalry  division,  for  allowing  our  gunboats 
to  take  the  two  steamers  up  Little  Red  River. 

Marmaduke  is  reported  wounded  at  Bayou  Meto.  My  troops  are  on 
the  march,  and  I expect  to  be  at  Brownsville  with  my  entire  force  to- 
morrow. True’s  brigade  crossed  at  Clarendon  yesterday,  and  will  be  at 
Deadman’s  Lake  to  day.  There  is  more  water  on  this  route  than  I had 
anticipated,  such  as  it  is. 

Price  is  intrenched  3 miles  this  side  of  Little  Rock,  and  is  supposed 
to  have  about  14,000  men;  his  position  is  covered  in  front  by  swamps 
heavily  timbered.  As  soon  as  I have  reconnoitered  his  position,  I will 
write  you. 

My  entire  force  for  duty  will  fall  considerably  short  of  12,000.  Many 
of  our  men  have  been  taken  down  with  fevers,  and  chills  and  fever, 
lately. 

Very  truly,  yours,  in  haste, 

FRED’K  STEELE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition, 

Little  Bock,  Ark.,  September  12,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  a summary 
of  the  operations  which  led  to  the  occupation  of  the  capital  by  the  ex- 
peditionary army  under  my  command  : 

On  the  31st  day  of  July,  I arrived  at  Helena,  and,  pursuant  to  instruc- 
tions from  Major-General  Grant,  reported  by  letter  to  the  commander  of 
the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps  for  instructions  relative  to  the  fitting  out  of 
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an  expedition  against  Little  Rock.  General  Hurlbut  placed  under  my 
command  all  the  troops  at  Helena,  and  the  cavalry  division  under  Brig- 
adier General  Davidson,  then  operating  in  Arkansas.  The  garrison 
at  Helena  had  been  re-enforced  by  two  brigades  of  Kimball’s  division, 
which  had  just  arrived  from  Snyder’s  Bluif,  and  were  suffering  severely 
from  the  malarious  influences  of  the  Yazoo'  country.  The  proportion  of 
sick  among  the  Helena  troops  was  also  very  large.  Three  regiments 
were  designated  to  remain  at  Helena,  and  these,  with  the  sick  and  con- 
valescents of  the  whole  command,  were  to  constitute  the  garrison  of  that 
place.  The  troops  at  Helena  designated  for  the  expedition  amounted 
to  about  6,000  of  all  arms.  There  were  three  six-gun  and  one  four-gun  bat- 
teries, including  six  10-pounder  Parrotts.  The  cavalry  (First  Indiana 
and  Fifth  Kansas),  amounted  to  less  than  500  for  duty.  The  First  In- 
diana had  three  small  rifled  guns.  Davidson  reported  something  less 
than  6,000  present  for  duty  in  his  cavalry  division,  and  eighteen  pieces 
of  artillery — showing  an  aggregate  of  about  12,000  for  duty.  Briga- 
dier-Generals Kimball  and  Salomon  obtained  leave  of  absence,  and  the 
resignation  of  General  Ross  was  accepted,  which  left  me  with  but  one 
general  officer  (Davidson). 

The  resignation  of  my  assistant  adjutant-general  was  accepted  just 
at  this  time,  and  there  were  no  officers  of  the  quartermaster’s  or  subsist- 
ence department  at  Helena,  except  Captain  Allen,  assistant  commissary 
of  subsistence,  and  Captain  Noble,  assistant  quartermaster,  who  were 
in  charge  of  the  stores  in  the  depot.  I ordered  the.  establishment  of 
camps  for  the  sick  and  convalescents,  and  organized  the  command  in  the 
best  manner  possible.  Davidson  pushed  on  to  Clarendon  and  estab- 
lished a ferry  for  crossing  the  troops,  corduroying  2 miles  of  bottom,  and 
laying  down  the  pontoon  bridges  across  the  Rock  Rae  Bayou.  On  the 
10th  of  August,  the  Helena  troops,  organized  into  a division,  under  Col. 
(now  Brig.  Gen.)  S.  A.  Rice,  marched  toward  Clarendon,  with  orders 
to  reconstruct  the  bridges  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  rebels, 
and  to  make  all  necessary  repairs  on  the  road,  which  was  in  bad  condi- 
tion. Kimball’s  division,  under  Colonel  McLean,  followed  next  day.  The 
whole  command  was  at  Clarendon,  and  commenced  crossing  the  river  on 
the  17th  of  August.  Before  the  crossing  was  effected,  I found  my  oper- 
ations encumbered  by  over  1,000  sick.  To  have  established  a hospital 
and  depot  at  this  point  would  have  involved  the  necessity  of  occupying 
both  sides  of  the  river.  Devall’s  Bluff  was  a more  healthy  location, 
and  the  route  from  there  to  Little  Rock  possessed  many  advantages 
over  the  other  as  a line  of  operations.  I therefore  ordered  all  the  stores 
and  sick  to  be  sent  to  Devall’s  Bluff  by  water.  The  enemy  had  con- 
structed rifle  pits  in  a commanding  position  fronting  the  crossing  on 
Rock  Rae  Bayou,  but,  on  the  approach  of  Davidson’s  division,  had  fallen 
back,  leaving  only  a picket.  This  position  could  easily  have  been  turned 
by  the  road  leading  up  from  Harris’  Ferry. 

On  the  22d,  Davidson  was  directed  to  move  with  his  division  to  Dead- 
man’s  Lake,  and  reconnoiter  the  enemy’s  position  at  Brownsville.  On  the 
23d,  the  rest  of  the  command  moved  to  Devall’s  Bluff,  the  transports 
carrying  the  sick  and  stores  under  convoy  of  the  gunboats.  An  advan- 
tageous site  was  selected  on  the  bluff  for  a hospital  and  depot,  and 
details  immediately  ordered  to  throw  up  intrenchments,  cut  away  the 
timber  on  the  flanks,  to  give  the  gunboats  clear  range,  and  to  erect 
sheds,  &c. 

On  the  24th,  Davidson  advanced  to  Two  Prairie  Bayou,  and  on  the  25th 
continued  the  march,  skirmishing  with  Marmaduke’s  cavalry  up  to 
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Brownsville,  dislodging  him  at  that  place,  and  driving  him  into  his  in- 
trenchments  at  Bayou  Meto  on  the  26th.  The  attack  was  renewed  on  the 
27th,  and  the  enemy  driven  from  his  works  on  the  bayou,  and  fired  the 
bridge  as  he  retreated.  Davidson  was  unable  to  save  the  bridge,  every- 
thing having  been  prepared  for  its  destruction  beforehand.  The  bayou 
was  deep  and  miry,  and  the  pursuit  of  the  rebels  being  thus  checked, 
Davidson  withdrew  to  his  camp  at  Brownsville,  leaving  pickets  at  the 
crossings  on  the  bayou.  I received  information  that  True’s  brigade  from 
Memphis  would  arrive  at  Clarendon  on  the  29th,  and  immediately  sent 
a party  to  construct  a bridge  across  Rock  Rae  Bayou,  and  a ferry-boat 
to  cross  the  troops  over  the  White  River.  True  crossed  on  the  30th  of 
August,  and  on  the  1st  of  September  moved  up  to  Deadman’s  Lake. 
The  advance  from  Devall’s  Bluff  also  commenced  on  the  1st,  the  place 
having  been  put  in  such  a state  of  defense  that  the  convalescents  and  a 
small  detail  left  there  were  deemed  sufficient  to  hold  it  against  any  force 
the  enemy  would  be  likely  to  send  against  it.  On  the  2d  instant,  all  my 
available  force  was  concentrated  at  Brownsville.  It  had  been  ascertained 
that  the  military  road  on  the  south  side  of  Bayou  Meto  passed  through 
a section  impracticable  for  any  military  operations — swamp,  timber, 
and  entanglements  of  vines  and  undergrowth — and  was  commanded  by 
the  enemy’s  works.  1.  therefore  directed  Davidson  to  make  a recon- 
naissance in  force  around  to  the  enemy’s  left  by  way  of  Austin,  and,  if 
practicable,  to  penetrate  his  lines  and  ascertain  both  his  strength  and 
position.  Rice’s  division  was  ordered  forward,  to  make  a diversion  in 
Davidson’s  favor  on  Bayou  Meto.  Rice  drove  in  the  enemy’s  pickets, 
shelled  the  woods  on  the  south  side  of  the  bayou  for  several  hours,  and 
encamped  for  the  night.  In  the  mean  time  Davidson  pushed  his  recon- 
naissance until  the  numerous  roads  on  his  flanks  and  rear  rendered  it 
dangerous  for  him  to  proceed  any  farther.  The  great  length  to  which 
it  would  increase  our  line  of  communication  with  our  base  rendered  it 
impracticable  for  us  to  attack  the  enemy  on  his  left  flank.  This  recon- 
naissance occupied  two  days. 

By  this  time  I had  collected  information  in  regard  to  the  road  lead- 
ing by  Shallow  Ford  and  Ashley’s  Mills  to  the  Arkansas,  and  the  right 
of  the  enemy’s  works,  which  determined  me  to  take  that  route.  The 
march  to  the  front  was  resumed  on  the  6th.  Here  we  found  ourselves 
again  encumbered  with  a large  number  of  sick — near  700.  True’s  bri- 
gade and  Ritter’s  brigade  of  cavalry  were  left  to  guard  the  supply  train 
and  the  sick.  On  the  7th,  we  reached  the  Arkansas,  near  Ashley’s  Mills. 
At  this  point  Davidson’s  cavalry,  in  advance,  had  a sharp  skirmish  with 
the  enemy.  The  8th  and  9th  were  employed  in  reconnaissance,  repair- 
ing the  road  back  to  Bayou  Meto,  and  in  bringing  up  the  sick  and  the 
supply  train,  with  the  two  brigades  left  at  Brownsville.  • 

I had  now  definitely  determined  upon  a plan  of  attack.  Davidson 
was  directed  to  lay  the  pontoon  bridge  at  an  eligible  point,  throw  his 
division  across  the  Arkansas  River  and  move  directly  on  Little  Rock, 
threatening  the  enemy’s  right  flank  and  rear,  while  I moved  with  the 
rest  of  the  force  on  the  north  bank  and  assailed  the  right  of  his  works. 
During  the  night  of  the  9th,  Davidson  made  his  dispositions  for  crossing 
the  Arkansas,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  had  the  pontoon  bridge 
laid.  The  Second  Division  was  ordered  to  report  to  him  at  daylight,  to 
assist  in  covering  his  crossing.  The  bridge  was  placed  in  a bend  of  the 
river,  and  the  ground  on  the  south  side  was  so  completely  swept  by 
Davidson’s  artillery  that  the  enemy  could  not  plant  a battery  in  any 
position  from  which  he  could  interrupt  the  crossing. 
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Two  regiments  of  infantry  passed  over  the  river  to  drive  the  enemy’s 
skirmishers  out  of  the  wToods,  and  the  cavalry  division  passed  on  with- 
out serious  interruption  until  they  reached  Bayou  Fourche,  where  the 
enemy  were  drawn  up  in  line  to  receive  them.  The  rebels  held  their 
position  obstinately,  until  our  artillery  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
was  opened  upon  their  flank  and  rear,  when  they  gave  way  and  were 
steadily  pushed  back  by  Davidson,  the  artillery  constantly  playing  upon 
them  from  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Our  two  columns  marched  nearly 
abreast  on  either  side  of  the  Arkansas.  Volumes  of  smoke  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Little  Bock  indicated  to  us  that  the  rebels  had  evacuated  their 
works  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  were  burning  their  pontoon 
bridges.  Heavy  clouds  of  dust  moving  down  toward  Davidson,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  made  rue  apprehensive  that  the  enemy  contem- 
plated falling  upon  him  with  his  entire  force.  He  was  instructed,  in 
such  event,  to  form  on  the  beach,  where  his  flanks  could  be  protected 
by  our  artillery  on  the  other  side,  and  where  aid  might  be  sent  him  by 
a ford.  But  they  were  in  full  retreat.  Marmaduke’s  cavalry  only  were 
disputing  Davidson’s  entry  of  the  city.  The  rebels  had  fired  three  pon- 
toon bridges  laid  across  the  Arkansas  at  the  city,  and  several  railroad 
cars.  Two  locomotives  were  also  on  fire,  but  were  saved  by  us  ; part  of 
the  pontoons  were  also  saved.  Six  steamboats  were  entirely  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  we  are  informed  that  Price  intended  to  have  blown  up  the 
arsenal,  but  was  pressed  so  close  that  he  failed  in  this. 

Our  cavalry  was  too  much  exhausted  to  pursue  the  enemy’s  retreat- 
ing columns  far  on  the  evening  of  the  10th.  Next  morning,  Merrill’s 
and  Clayton’s  brigades  renewed  the  chase  and  followed  them  20  miles, 
taking  a number  of  prisoners  and  causing  the  enemy  to  destroy  a part 
of  his  train.  Little  Bock  was  formally  surrendered  by  the  municipal 
authorities  on  the  evening  of  the  10th.  Price  had  undoubtedly  in- 
tended to  give  us  battle  in  his  intrenchments,  but  was  entirely  surprised 
by  our  movement  across  the  Arkansas,  and  did  not  suspect  it  until  after 
the  pontoon  bridge  was  laid.  When  it  was  reported  to  him  that  our 
infantry  were  crossing,  he  took  it  for  granted  that  our  whole  force  was 
moving  to  cut  off  his  retreat  to  Arkadelphia.  - I have  been  assured  by 
citizens  that  General  Cabell,  with  about  4,000  troops  from  Fort  Smith, 
had  joined  Price  on  his  retreat,  he  having  failed  to  reach  here  in  time 
to  assist  in  the  defense  of  the  place.  I marched  from  Ashley’s  Mills  on 
the  morning  of  the  10th,  with  not  more  than  7,000  troops,  having  parked 
the  trains  and  left  a strong  guard  to  defend  them  and  the  sick. 

The  operations  of  this  army  from  the  time  that  I commenced  organiz- 
ing it,  at  Helena,  has  occupied  exactly  forty  days. 

Our  entire  loss,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  will  not  exceed  100.* 
The  enemy’s  is  much  greater,  especially  in  prisoners ; at  least  1,000. 

I shall  reserve  the  list  of  casualties  and  my  special  recommendations 
for  a future  communication.  However,  I will  say  that  Davidson  and 
his  cavalry  division  deserve  the  highest  commendation. 

1 inclose  Brigadier-General  Davidson’s  report. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FBED’K  STEELE, 
Major-General , Commanding. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri . 


But  see  revised  statement,  p.  482. 
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Headquarters  Army  oe  Arkansas, 

Little  Bock,  Ark.,  September  22,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following,  as  supplement- 
ary to  my  report  of  the  12th  instant : 

Soon  after  my  arrival  at  Helena,  1 received  a letter  from  Commander 
Phelps,  of  the  Navy,  offering  the  gunboats,  under  Lieutenant  Bache, 
lying  at  the  mouth  of  White  River,  to  co-operate  with  me.  I wrote  to 
Lieutenant  Bache,  requesting  him  to  make  a reconnaissance  up  White 
River.  He  met  General  Davidson  at  Clarendon,  and,  having  received 
a part  of  [G.  A.]  Eberhart’s  battalion  on  board,  proceeded  up  the  river, 
entered  Little  Red,  and,  in  the  face  of  Marmaduke’s  cavalry,  destroyed 
a pontoon  bridge  and  captured  two  steamers,  the  Kaskaskia  and  Sugg. 
Subsequently,  he  made  an  expedition  from  Devall’s  Bluff  to  Augusta, 
and  captured  Colonel  Matlock,  C.  S.  Army,  and  brokp  up  a recruiting 
party  at  that  point.  Commander  Phelps  and  Lieutenant  Bache  have 
done  everything  in  their  power  to  further  the  object  of  the  expedition. 

It  is  reported  that  the  rebel  force  at  the  fight  on  Bayou  Fourche  was 
composed  of  the  brigades  of  Tappan  and  Fagan  and  the  cavalry  divis- 
ion under  Marmaduke.  At  the  city  the  rebels  abandoned  five  iron 
guns,  including  two  siege  pieces  disabled  by  us  at  Arkansas  Post,  and 
subsequently  patched  up  by  them.  At  the  arsenal  we  found  a small 
amount  of  stores.  There  were  about  3,000  pounds  of  powder  (assorted) 
in  the  magazine  in  good  condition.  Merrill  destroyed  a portion  of  Price’s 
train  and  captured  some  prisoners,  but  the  pursuit  was  not  as  vigorous 
as  it  should  have  been. 

I recommend  for  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Government  the 
following-named  officers : Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson,  U.  S.  Volunteers ; 
Col.  F.  H.  Manter,  Thirty-second  Missouri  Infantry ; Col.  J.  M.  Glover, 
Third  Missouri  Cavalry ; Col.  J.  F.  Ritter,  First  Missouri  Cavalry,  and 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Caldwell,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry. 

I am  under  obligations  to  the  following  officers  for  valuable  services, 
viz : First  Lieut.  G.  O.  Sokalski,  Second  Cavalry,  U.  S.  Army,  acting 
assistant  adjutant-general ; Capt.  Charles  Scammon,  Ninth  Illinois  Cav- 
alry, aide-de-camp ; Capt.  A.  H.  Ryan,  Seventeenth  Illinois  Infantry, 
aide-de-camp ; First  Lieut.  F.  Summers,  acting  engineer,  and  Capt.  B. 
O.  Carr,  assistant  quartermaster. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED’K  STEELE, 

Major-  General . 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , November  3, 1863. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army.  The 
officers  named  by  Major-General  Steele  have  done  gallant  and  meritori- 
ous service.  I concur  in  General  Steele’s  recommendation. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General'. 

Headquarters, 

Little  Bock , Ark.,  September  23,  1863. 

General  : On  being  ordered  from  Vicksburg  to  Helena,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  fitting  out  an  expedition  against  Little  Rock,  I was  directed  by 
General  Grant  to  report  for  instructions  to  the  commander  of  the  Six- 
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teenth  Army  Corps.  General  Hurlbut  designated  the  troops  which 
were  to  constitute  my  command,  and  gave  me  general  directions  in  re- 
gard to  the  expedition.  Before  I left  Devall’s  Bluff,  he  wrote  me  that 
I was  under  command  of  General  Schofield,  whom  I had  regarded  as 
my  junior.  I immediately  wrote  to  Schofield  on  this  subject,  and  in- 
formed him  that  I had  received  no  orders  placing  me  under  his  com- 
mand, and  that  General  Grant  had  directed  me  to  report  to  Hurlbut. 
Subsequently,  I received  orders  from  Hurlbut  to  report  to  Schofield. 
My  report  of  the  operations  of  the  campaign  which  terminated  with  the 
capture  of  Little  Bock,  was  addressed  to  Schofield.  I sent  you  a dis- 
patch immediately  on  entering  the  city. 

After  we  had  occupied  the  place  for  nine  days,  I received  a letter  from 
Schofield  proposing  a plan  for  the  campaign.  This  was  the  first  advice 
I had  received  from  him  on  the  subject.  It  was  announced  in  the  news- 
papers that  he  had  gone  to  Kansas,  and  it  was  therefore  evident  that 
he  could  not  communicate  with  me  for  some  time  to  come.  I thought  it 
important  you  should  be  informed  immediately  in  regard  to  the  status 
of  affairs  in  Arkansas,  and  some  things  were  required  here  at  once.  I 
have,  therefore,  addressed  several  communications  to  General  Hurlbut, 
who  is  in  telegraphic  communication  with  you,  and  within  supporting 
distance  of  me.  In  fact,  I have  kept  him  constantly  advised  in  regard 
to  my  movements  and  the  wants  of  my  command,  and  he  has  mani- 
fested a disposition  to  render  every  assistance  in  his  power.  I am  also 
greatly  indebted  to  General  [J.  W.]  Davidson  for  the  energy,  persever- 
ance, intelligence,  and  gallantry  with  wTiicli  he  has  executed  my  orders. 
Gol.  P.  H.  Manter,  Thirty-second  Missouri  Infantry,  also  deserves  especial 
mention  as  acting  chief  of  my  staff.  The  enemy’s  defenses,  covering  the 
city  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  were  very  formidable.  I will  send  a 
drawing  delineating  them.*  Price  seems  not  to  have  considered  the  pos- 
sibility of  our  crossing  the  Arkansas  and  getting  in  his  rear  until  our 
arrangements  for  the  movement  were  completed,  or  nearly  so.  On  being 
informed  that  his  flank  w^as  turned,  he  replied  that  the  Yankees  were 
not  going  to  entrap  him  like  they  did  Pemberton,  and  immediately  gave 
the  order  to  retreat.  Pagan’s  and  Tappan’s  brigades  and  Marmaduke’s 
cavalry  division  were  sent  to  hold  us  in  check  until  they  could  get  their 
train  well  on  the  road.  This  is  the  force  Davidson’s  cavalry  division 
encountered  on  Pourche  Bayou,  and  which  our  artillery  played  upon 
from  the  other  side  of  the  river.  A clerk  at  Price’s  headquarters  in- 
forms me  that  the  rebel  force  amounted  to  over  20,000  on  paper,  and 
that  they  had  about  12,000  fit  for  duty  on  the  10th  instant,  the  day  we 
entered  the  city.  This  clerk  was  a tutor  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Bertrand, 
the  first  man  in  this  place,  and  a Crittenden  Union  man ; and  I regard 
his  statement  as  perfectly  reliable.  The  pontoon  bridges  were  broken 
and  burning,  and  I could  not  get  the  infantry  across  the  river  in  time 
to  pursue  the  retreating  rebels.  The  pursuit  by  the  cavalry,  under 
Merrill,  on  the  11th,  I regret  to  say,  was  not  as  vigorous  as  I expected 
it  would  be.  If  I could  have  followed  Price  with  my  whole  force,  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  his  army  could  have  been  dispersed  in  two 
days.  As  it  was,  his  troops  were  greatly  demoralized,  and  deserted 
almost  by  regiments.  It  is  represented  to  me  by  citizens  that  they  are 
scattered  over  the  country  in  every  direction.  Many  have  come  in  and 
voluntarily  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  gone  to  their  homes.  Some 
have  enlisted  in  our  service  and  others  have  joined  companies  of  Union 
men  who  have  banded  together  for  self-protection.  Organizations  of 
this  sort  are  daily  presenting  themselves  at  my  headquarters  and  beg- 
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ging  for  arms  and  ammunition.  Marmaduke’s  men  have  been  going 
about  the  country  south  of  this,  disguised  as  Federal  soldiers,  hanging 
Union  men,  and  committing  depredations  upon  their  property.  I have 
in  some  instances  issued  captured  arms  and  ammunition  to  the  Union 
men  on  their  producing  the  most  undoubted  proof  in  regard  to  their 
character.  It  is  my  opinion  that  several  regiments  of  good  troops  could 
be  raised  in  Arkansas  within  a short  time,  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
down  guerrillas  and  operating  against  the  rebel  army,  if  it  should  be 
required  of  them.  Hear  Batesville  the  Union  men  have  organized,  and 
are  sending  out  scouts  to  disarm  the  deserters  from  Price’s  army.  Mr. 
Padgett,  a member  of  the  Legislature,  who  has  been  a fugitive  for  over  a 
year,  is  about  to  return  to  his  home  in  Independence  County,  and 
wishes  authority  to  raise  a regiment.  There  are  about  50  of  his  people 
here  now.  liaising  regiments,  of  course,  involves  the  necessity  of  arm- 
ing and  equipping  them.  The  people  in  this  State  have  been  driven  to 
desperation,  and  thousands  who  have  been  in  the  rebel  army  are  now 
represented  as  being  anxious  to  take  up  arms  in  favor  of  the  Federal 
Government.  I have  been  informed  that  there  were  many  thousand 
captured  arms  at  Memphis.  There  wras  a large  amount  of  powder  cap- 
tured in  the  arsenal  here.  Price  intended  to  have  blown  it  up,  but  did 
not  have  time.  The  penitentiary  escaped  for  the  same  reason.  I have 
disposed  of  my  cavalry  force  in  such  a manner  as  to  keep  the  rebels  at 
some  distance  south  of  the  Arkansas.  Yery  seldom  that  any  of  Marma- 
duke’s cavalry,  who  stick  to  their  cause  with  more  tenacity  than  any  of 
the  rest  of  Price’s  army,  are  seen  north  of  Saline  River.  Two  regiments 
are  posted  at  Pine  Bluff,  two  at  Benton,  and  two  at  Brownsville.  Of  the 
latter,  three  battalions  are  required  to  guard  the  railroad  bridges  on 
Bayou  Meto,  and  one  is  posted  at  Austin.  This  disposition  prevents 
a deal  of  scouting,  and  gives  the  horses  a chance  to  recuperate,  which 
is  very  necessary,  as  they  were  nearly  broken  down.  In  fact,  most  of 
our  cavalry  ought  to  be  remounted.  I have  ordered  one  regiment  to 
reconnoiter  as  close  as  possible  to  Arkadelphia,  where  Price’s  army  is 
supposed  to  be.  Part  of  Marmaduke’s  cavalry  is  reported  at  Rockport, 
22  miles  from  Benton.  The  people  w ho  have  committed  themselves  in 
favor  of  the  Federal  Government  here  are  quite  alarmed  at  a report 
that  Kirby  Smith  and  Price  have  united  their  forces  and  are  coming 
back  on  us.  Stevenson  and  Crocker  withdrew  their  divisions  from 
Ouachita  and  Red  Rivers  at  the  very  time  they  were  most  needed  to 
make  a demonstration.  It  wras  known  at  Little  Rock  that  they  had 
retired  several  days  before  I reached  here.  McPherson  sent  me  a divis- 
ion under  supposition  that  I was  very  much  in  need  of  re-enforcements. 
About  the  time  they  reached  Helena,  Hurlbut  heard  of  the  fall  of  Little 
Rock,  and  stopped  them  there,  subject  to  my  orders.  I presume  it  is 
not  expected  that  I will  order  this  division  forward,  except  in  a case 
of  emergency.  I do  not  know  whether  it  is  intended  that  I shall  follow 
up  Price  now,  or  whether  it  is  expected  that  I w ill  only  hold  the  line  of 
the  Arkansas  for  the  present.  I shall  soon  have  supplies  enough  here 
to  enable  me  to  make  a forward  movement.  The  railroad  is  now  in 
operation  to  Devall’s  Bluff,  and  there  is  an  abundance  of  corn  in  the 
valley  of  the  Arkansas.  There  are  three  good  grist-mills  in  operation 
at  this  place,  and  several  more  in  the  vicinity.  It  has  been  reported 
to  me  that  there  is  considerable  wheat  in  the  country,  and  beef  enough 
for  some  time  to  come.  There  is,  from  all  accounts,  a vast  amount  of 
cotton  on  Ouachita,  Red,  and  Arkansas  Rivers.  A delegation  of  citi- 
zens from  Pine  Bluff  waited  on  me  and  expressed  a great  desire  that 
trade  should  be  opened  soon,  that  they  might  save  their  cotton  from  the 
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burners  that  are  dashing  in  upon  them  occasionally.  The  Union  people 
all  appear  anxious  to  have  a provisional  government  established  at 
once.  Colonel  Cloud,  of  Blunt’s  command,  has  been  here.  His  com- 
mand is  at  Dardanelle.  He  says  the  people  in  the  high  lands  are  all 
loyal  to  the  United  States.  He  wishes  to  get  supplies  from  here.  With 
0,000  more  infantry,  1 think  I could  drive  Smith  and  Price  into  Mexico. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED’K  STEELE, 

Major-General. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Commander -in- Chiefs  U.  8.  Armies. 


No.  4. 

Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  list  of  casualties,  returns,  &c.] 


Event  and  command. 


Skirmish  near  Searcy,  August  14 : 
32d  Iowa 


Skirmish  at  Grand  Prairie,  August  17 : 
10th  Blinois  Cavalry 


Skirmish  near  Bayou  Meto,  August  26 : 

2d  Missouri  Cavalry  (Lovejoy’s  howitzer  battery). 

Action  at  Bayou  Meto,  August  27 : 

10th  Illinois  Cavalry 

1st  Iowa  Cavalry 

3d  Iowa  Cavalry  (Clarkson’s  Missouri  battery) . . 

32d  Iowa  Infantry 

3d  Missouri  Cavalry 


Total  action  at  Bayou  Meto. 


Skirmish  at  Shallow  I’ord,  Bayou  Meto,  August  30: 
1st  Missouri  Cavalry 


Skirmish  at  Ashley’s  Mills  (Bear-Skin  Lake),  or  Eerry 
Landing,  September  7 : 

2d  Missouri  Cavalry 


Engagement  at  Bayou  Fourcho,  September  10: 

10th  Illinois  Cavalry 

1st  Iowa  Cavalry 

2d  Missouri  Cavalry  (Lovejoy’s  howitzer  battery). 

3d  Missouri  Cavalry 

8th  Missouri  Cavalry 

Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Vaughn’s  battery 

2d  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  K 


Total  engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche. 

Skirmish  near  Little  Bock,  September  11 : 
7th  Missouri  Cavalry 


Grand  total . 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


16 


1 37 


5 | 59 


8 110 


Captured  or 
missing. 


45 


137 


* Lieut.  JolmP.  Kavanauffh. 


t Liout.  Herbert  Reed. 
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No.  5. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Davidson , U.  8.  Army , commanding  Cav- 
alry Division , with  congratulatory  orders. 

Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Division,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

Clarendon,  Ark.,  August  15,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  to  yon  that  the  expedition 
which  I sent  up  the  river,  consisting  of  two  gunboats,  under  Captain 
Bache,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  a battalion  of  the  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry, 
under  Maj.  G.  A.  Eberhart,  and  of  which  I advised  you  by  letter  of  the 
11th  instant,  has  returned  completely  successful.  The  gunboats  cai>- 
tured  in  the  Little  Bed  the  two  rebel  steamers,  Kaskaskia  and  Tom 
Sugg,  in  complete  running  order,  and  destroyed  the  bridge  of  flats,  or 
pontoon  bridge,  over  which  the  ubiquitous  Marmaduke  had  crossed  the 
greater  part  of  his  cavalry  to  the  south  side  of  Little  Bed.  This  was 
near  Searcy.  Major  Eberhart  lost  2 men  killed  and  5 wounded,  and 
oue  of  the  naval  officers  was  wounded  slightly.  This  infantry  was  at- 
tached to  my  division  as  the  guard  to  my  batteries. 

The  information  brought  by  the  expedition  is  of  a very  positive  char- 
acter. Kirby  Smith  is  at  Little  Bock,  and  the  rebels  are  concentrating 
and  throwing  up  rifle-pits  at  Bayou  Meto,  12  miles  this  side  of  Little 
Bock,  their  left  resting  upon  Brownsville.  Marmaduke,  who  keeps 
Missouri  in  a fright,  is  positively  on  the  south  side  of  Little  Bed,  where 
I believed  him  to  be,  and  on  his  way,  with  part  of  his  cavalry  dismounted, 
to  join  Price. 

1 think,  my  dear  general,  every  hour  is  precious  to  us  now,  and  that 
you  should  have  another  brigade,  at  least,  of  infantry.  We  are  rich  in 
artillery.  I am  endeavoring  to  gain  all  needful  information  for  you.  I 
would  be  obliged  to  you  to  inform  Schofield  of  our  success,  so  that  he 
may  not  be  apprehensive  of  a raid  into  Missouri. 

We  must  have  water-kegs  sent  out;  one  for  each  ambulance  and 
wagOD,if  possible. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 

Major-General  Steele, 

Commanding  Army  of  Arkansas. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Arkansas  Expedition,  ■ 

Camp  on  Big  Cypress , August  16,  1863. 

Bespectfully  forwarded  to  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennes- 
see. The  original  was  forwarded  to  General  Hurlbut.  I agree  with 
Davidson  that  we  ought  to  have  at  least  another  brigade.  The  rebels 
know  exactly  what  force  I have,  and  if  they  make  a stand,  they  will  be 
well  prepared  for  it.  I shall  be  at  Camden  to-morrow  morning. 

EBED’K  STEELE, 

Major-General. 

Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Division,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

Camp  near  Bayou  Meto,  Ark.,  September  1,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  recount  to  you  the  operations  of  this 
division  from  August  1,  1863,  up  to  the  present  date. 

On  the  date  above  mentioned,  August  1,  the  cavalry  division  left 
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Wittsburg  en  route  for  Clarendon,  Ark. ; arrived  at  the  L’Anguille  Eiver 
on  the  3d.  On  the  4th,  the  supply  train  was  sent  from  that  point  to 
Helena  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  supplies,  while  the  command  con- 
tinued its  march.  On  the  Gth,  the  Tenth  Illinois  and  Third  Missouri 
Cavalry  were  detached,  under  command  of  Colonel  [Dudley]  Wicker- 
sham,  of  the  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  sent  to  Cotton  Plant  to  cut  up 
Walker’s  brigade,  which  was  reported  at  that  j)lace.  It  was  found  this 
brigade  had  crossed  White  Eiver.  On  the  8th  of  August,  the  division 
arrived  at  Clarendon.  The  next  day  the  gunboats,  sent  for  by  me  from 
Wittsburg,  came  up  White  Eiver  to  Clarendon,  under  command  of  Cap- 
tain Bache,  U.  S.  Navy. 

On  the  13th,  an  expedition,  consisting  of  three  gunboats,  under  Cap- 
tain Bache,  having  Major  [G.  A.]  Eberliart’s  battalion,  of  the  Thirty- 
second  Iowa  Infantry,  on  board,  went  up  the  Little  Eed  to  Searcy. 
This  expedition  returned  on  the  15th,  having  captured  two  rebel  steam- 
ers, in  good  running  order  (the  Kaskaskia  and  Tom  Sugg),  and  having 
destroyed  the  bridge  of  hats  over  which  Marmaduke  crossed  his  com- 
mand, and  within  3 miles  of  his  (then)  headquarters.  Subsequently 
information  has  been  received  that,  among  others,  Colonel  Gfilkey,C.  S. 
Army,  was  killed  by  the  troops  of  this  expedition. 

On  the  17th,  General  Steele  arrived  at  Clarendon  and  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  Arkansas  expedition,  of  which  the  cavalry  division  now 
forms  a part.  The  cavalry  division  crossed  White  Eiver,  August  18, 
having  been  detached  to  the  front  by  Major-General  Steele,  to  ascertain 
the  position  and  intention  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  23d,  the  reserve  brigade,  Colonel  [J.  E.]  Eitter  commanding, 
was  detached  to  hunt  up  Walker,  said  to  be  camped  in  observation  from 
7 to  10  miles  on  our  right  front.  Walker  had  fallen  back  on  Eitter’s 
approach.  -The  whole  division  marched  on  the  25th  (the  baggage  train 
being  left  in  charge  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  [James]  Stuart,  with  his  regi- 
ment, the  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  at  Bayou  Two  Prairies),  and  encount- 
ered Marmaduke’s  and  Walker’s  troops  posted  at  Brownsville,  with 
two  pieces  of  artillery.  The  enemy  were  driven  out  after  a short  action 
by  the  First  Brigade,  under  Colonel  [ W.  F.]  Geiger,  and  Hadley’s  bat- 
tery, and  pursued  9 miles,  when,  night  coming  on,  the  brigade  returned 
to  Brownsville.  Among  the  prisoners  captured,  this  day  was  Colonel 
Burbridge,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  a brigade.  Major  Eogers,  Mer- 
rill’s Horse,  commanding  line  of  skirmishers,  deserves  special  mention. 

The  next  morning  a reconnaissance,  consisting  of  the  First  Iowa 
and  Third  Missouri  Cavalry,  of  the  Second  Brigade,  and  Clarkson’s 
battery,  was  pushed  out  toward  Bayou  Meto,  on  the  main  Little  Eock 
road.  The  enemy  were  found  posted  in  force  at  a position  about  9 miles 
beyond  Brownsville,  estimated  by  Colonel  [J.  M.]  Glover,  commanding, 
at  6,000  strong,  who,  after  examining  their  position,  returned.  On  this 
day  the  baggage  train,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart,  moved  up  to 
the  command. 

The  whole  division  marched  again  on  the  27th,  leaving  the  baggage 
parked  in  depot  camp  at  Brownsville,  undercharge  of  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel [J.  L.]  Chandler,  with  his  regiment  (Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry) 
and  Lovejoy’s  battery.  The  enemy  was  found  posted  in  the  position  of 
the  day  before.  The  ground  not  admitting  cf  the  display  of  more  troops, 
the  Second  Brigade  was  brought  into  action,  under  Colonel  Glover, 
commanding,  in  the  following  order : Line  of  skirmishers — one  battal- 
ion Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart;  Major 
Eberhart’s  battalion,  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry,  on  the  left;  the  Third 
Missouri  Cavalry  (dismounted),  armed  with  carbines  and  rides,  on  the 


485 


Chap.  XXXIV.]  ADVANCE  UPON  LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK  , ETC. 

right;  Clarkson’s  four-gun  battery  and  a section  of  Hadley’s  in  the  cen- 
ter, supported  by  two  dismounted  squadrons  of  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry, 
the  balance  of  the  First  Iowa  and  the  remaining  battalion  of  the  Tenth 
Illinois  forming  the  second  line.  The  Reserve  and  First  Brigades  were 
directed  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  move  up  to  the  support  of 
the  other  troops  in  case  an  opportunity  should  occur  for  employing 
them.  The  enemy  were  driven  from  this  position  and  a second  one, 
until  finally  they  were  met  in  their  intrenched  camp,  three-quarters  of 
a mile  this  side  of  the  bridge,  over,  the  Bayou  Meto.  After  a sharp 
action  they  were  driven  out  of  their  rifle-pits  and  across  the  Bayou 
Meto.  A (lash  of  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  under  my  orders,  gallantly 
led  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  [D.]  Anderson,  commanding,  under  fire  of 
the  enemy’s  battery  and  sharpshooters  lining  the  opposite  bank,  failed 
to  save  the  bridge,  which  had  been  set  on  fire  by  the  enemy,  every- 
thing having  been  prepared  beforehand  for  that  purpose.  Our  batter- 
ies engaged  those  of  the  enemy,  and  the  skirmishers  on  both  sides  were 
busy  for  about  an  hour  and  a half,  when,  finding  no  further  good  could 
be  accomplished  (the  bridge  over  the  bayou  being  destroyed  and  the 
ground  improper  for  cavalry),  the  division  returned  to  the  camp  of  its 
baggage.  Our  loss  in  this  action  was  7 killed  and  35  wounded ; * that  of 
the  enemy  is  variously  reported,  and  is  not  at  this  date  known.  Among 
their  wounded  were  Brigadier-General  Marmaduke,  commanding  a divis- 
ion, and  Captain  Anderson  and  two  other  members  of  Major  General 
Walker’s  staff. 

On  the  29th,  another  reconnaissance  was  made,  on  a different  road,  to 
the  left,  consisting  of  a battalion  of  Merrill’s  Horse,  and  one  battalion 
of  the  Eighth  Missouri  Cavalry,  and  a section  of  Lovejoy’s  battery, 
under  Colonel  Geiger,  commanding  First  Brigade,  accompanied  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel [H.  C.]  Caldwell,  chief  of  staff,  12  miles  beyond  Browns- 
ville, without  discovering  any  force  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  30th,  Ritter’s  brigade  was  ordered  to  follow  up  this  reconnais- 
sance, on  the  same  road,  having  with  it  Stange’s  battery  of  mountain 
howitzers.  The  enemy  were  encountered  in  some  force  beyond  the 
Bayou  Meto,  8 miles  from  Brownsville,  evidently  making  a reconnais- 
sance. They  were  driven,  with  sharp  skirmishing,  by  Colonel  Ritter,  8 
miles,  and  until  the  ground  became  totally  unsuitable  for  the  action  of 
cavalry;  the  enemy  leaving  9 of  their  killed  upon  the  field.  Ritter’s 
loss  was  1 captain  and  4 men  wounded. 

Information  obtained  from  a wounded  prisoner  shows  the  enemy  to 
be  intrenched  about  3 miles  this  side  of  Little  Rock,  with  a force  of 
11,000  infantry  and  4,500  cavalry,  the  infantry  consisting  of  the  bri- 
gades of  Frost,  Fagan,  Parsons,  McRae,  and  Tappan,  and  the  cavalry 
of  the  divisions  of  Marmaduke  and  Walker.  Their  artillery  is  variously 
estimated  from  thirty  to  fifty  guns.  All  subsequent  information  from 
captured  citizens,  spies,  and  deserters  confirms  this  statement  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  the  infantry  began  to  arrive,  preparatory  to 
the  whole  army  taking  up  its  line  of  march.  The  railroad  and  the  three 
bridges  over  the  Bayou  Meto  are  preserved  uninjured.  The  brigade 
commanders,  Colonels  Glover,  Ritter,  and  Geiger  (Merrill  being  sick), 
especially  deserve  commendation  throughout  these  operations.  All  my 
staff — Lieutenant-Colonel  [H.  C.]  Caldwell,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  acting 
chief  of  staff;  Major  [William]  Thompson,  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  division 
inspector;  Captain  [W.  W.]  Cantine,  subsistence  department;  Lieut. 


* But  see  revised  statement,  p.  482. 
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A;  S.  Montgomery,  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry,  acting  assistant  adjutant 
general,  and  Lieutenants  [J.  M.]  Sprague,  [G.  K.]  McGunnegle,  and 
[J.  R.J  Gray,  aides-de-camps,  and  Capt.  Anton  Gerster,  chief  engineer 
(Captain  [B.  O.]  Carr,  chief  quartermaster,  was  transferred  to  the  stall' 
of  Major-General  Steele,  August  18,  and  merited  my  warmest  approval 
while  with  me) — have  efficiently  aided  me,  especially  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Caldwell,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  whose  accomplishments  and  gal- 
lantry as  a soldier  deserve  acknowledgment. 


Recapitulation  of  the  actions  of  Brownsville,  Bayou  Meto,  and  Slialloiv  Ford,  August  25, 


27,  and  30. 

Officers  killed 1 

Officers  wounded 2 

Enlisted  men  killed  8 

Enlisted  men  wounded 40 


Total GO 

I am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-  G enera l , Com manding. 

Col.  F.  H.  Manter, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Arkansas  Expedition. 

(Same  to  assistant  adjutant-general,  Department  of  the  Missouri.) 


P.  S. — The  battalion  (Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry),  four  companies 
strong,  Major  Eberhart  commanding,  deserves  the  greatest  praise  for 
having  marched  400  miles  with  this  division,  sharing  in  all  its  labors 
and  actions.  1 have  to  especially  thank  Colonel  Wickersham,  Tenth 
Illinois  Cavalry,  who  left  his  sick  bed,  although  too  unwell  to  take 
command  of  his  regiment,  and  accompanied  it  during  the  action  of 
the  27th. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Div.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

Little  Bock,  Ark.,  September  12, 1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  division 
on  the  10th  instant,  the  day  of  the  capture  of  Little  Rock. 

The  plan  agreed  upon  by  General  Steele  the  preceding  day  was  that 
he,  with  the  whole  infantry  force,  should  move  up  the  north  bank  of 
the  Arkansas,  directly  upon  the  enemy’s  works,  while  my  cavalry  di- 
vision should  force  the  passage  of  the  river,  move  up  the  south  bank, 
and  assail  the  city  in  the  rear.  All  necessary  arrangements  were  made 
that  night.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Caldwell,  Captains  [J.  L.]  Hadley  and 
[Anton]  Gerster,  of  my  staff,  worked  all  night  at  the  cutting  of  the 
steep  bank  of  the  river,  the  location  of  the  batteries,  and  the  laying  of 
the  bridge.  A division  of  infantry,  under  Colonel  Engelmann,  was 
placed  temporarily  at  my  disposition,  and  was  in  position  above  the 
crossing  at  daylight.  So  also  were  Hadley’s  and  Stange’s  batteries  and 
the  Fifth  and  Eleventh  Ohio.  Merrill’s  and  Glover’s  brigades  were 
massed  out  of  sight,  behind  the  crossing,  at  8 a.  m.,  and  the  laying  of 
the  pontoon  bridge  was  completed  at  that  hour.  Ritter’s  brigade,  with 
Clarkson’s  battery,  was  ordered  to  make  a demonstration  4 miles  below, 
at  Buck’s  Ford,  then  held  by  the  enemy.  The  passage  was  effected  by 
11  a.  m.,  all  three  brigades  crossing  at  the  same  point,  the  opposition 
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of  the  enemy  not  lasting  fifteen  minutes  under  the  concentrated  fire  of 
. our  batteries. 

No  further  opposition  was  met  with  by  my  division  until  we  reached 
Fourche  Bayou,  5 miles  from  Little  Kock.  Here  we  found  the  enemy, 
consisting  of  Marmaduke’s  cavalry,  dismounted,  and  Tappan’s  brigade 
of  infantry,  with  two  batteries,  strongly  posted. 

A sharp  fight  of  Glover’s  brigade  on  one  road  and  Merrill’s  on.  another, 
leading  into  the  main  one,  during  which  the  Second  Brigade  lost  two 
howitzers,  drove  the  enemy  from  this  position  toward  the  city.  Every 
advantageous  foot  of  ground  from  this  point  oirward  was  warmly 
contested  by  them,  my  cavalry  dismounting  and  taking  it  afoot  in  the 
timber  and  corn-fields.  I had  previously  sent  an  officer  of  my  escort, 
Lieutenant  Armstrong,  with  a guidon,  to  follow  along  the  bank  of  the 
river  to  mark  the  progress  of  my  column  to  General  Steele.  The  fire 
of  his  batteries  from  the  opposite  bank,  progressively,  was  of  infinite 
service  -to  us. 

My  advance  was  here  somewhat  slow,  from  the  fact  that  the  enemy, 
finding  themselves  threatened  in  rear,  evacuated  their  wrorks  in  front 
of  General  Steele,  and  I did  not  know  at  what  moment  their  whole  force 
might  be  thrown  upon  me.  I received  a message  from  General  Steele 
in  such  event  to  withdraw  my  horses  under  the  bluff  bank  of  the  river 
on  the  bar,  and  his  batteries  would  protect  my  flanks.  Finding,  how- 
ever, that  the  opposition  of  the  enemy  was  not  stubborn  enough  to  war- 
rant the  belief  that  they  were  all  in  front  of  me,  I ordered  a vigorous 
advance  of  Glover’s  brigade,  and  when  they  became  exhausted  within 
2 miles  of  the  city,  threw  Fitter’s  brigade  and  Stange’s  howitzers,  sup- 
ported by  two  squadrons  of  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  under  the  gallant 
Captain  Jenks,  into  the  city  and  on  the  heels  of  the  enemy,  saber  in 
hand.  At  7 p.  m.  the  capital  of  Arkansas  was  formally  surrendered  by 
the  acting  civil  authorities,  and  the  United  States  arsenal,  uninjured, 
with  what  stores  remained  in  it,  was  repossessed. 

Later  in  the  evening,  General  Steele,  wrhose  forces  had  entered  the 
works  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  came  over,  the  enemy  not  being 
able  to  entirely  destroy  their  bridge  of  boats. 

A column  was  organized  under  Colonels  Merrill  and  Clayton  to  pur- 
sue vigorously  the  next  morning. 

My  loss  does  not  exceed,  as  far  as  known,  60  killed  and  wounded. 
That  of  the  enemy  is  not  known.  Among  their  killed  is  Colonel  [S.] 
Corley,  of  Dobbin’s  former  regiment. 

My  whole  staff — Lieutenant-Colonel  Caldwell,  Captains  Hadley  and 
Gerster,  Lieutenants  Montgomery  and  McGunnegle,  Gray  and  Sprague, 
and  Surgeon  Smith,  Quartermaster  Johnston,  and  Captain  Thompson, 
commissary  of  subsistence — served  me  faithfully  throughout  the  day. 
The  brigade  commanders,  especially  Colonel  Glover,  Second  Brigade, 
deserve  honorable  mention.  Colonel  Glover  deserves  his  promotion  as 
a general  officer.  Lieutenant- Colonel  Caldwell,  whose  untiring  devo- 
tion and  energy  never  flag  during  the  night  nor  day,  deserves,  for  his 
gallantry  and  varied  accomplishments  as  a cavalry  officer,  promotion  to 
the  rank  of  a general  officer.  Beyond  these,  I must  refer  to  the  reports 
of  brigade  commanders,  herewith  inclosed,  for  the  many  cases  of  indi- 
vidual good  judgment  and  gallantry  displayed. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-  Genera  l. 

Col.  F.  H.  Manter,  Chief  of  Staff. 
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General  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Cay.  Div.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  62.  ( Little  Rock,  Ark.,  September  13,  1863. 

Soldiers  of  tlie  cavalry  division!  I congratulate  you  that  your  long, 
weary  march  is  at  length  terminated  by  victory.  Little  Dock,  the 
capital  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  the  key  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
partment, is  in  our  hands.  The  United  States  arsenal,  uninjured,  is 
repossessed.  The  feet  of  the  rebel  army,  who,  but  a day  ago,  filed 
with  downcast  heads  through  the  streets  of  this  city,  will  tread  the 
sands  of  the  Arkansas  no  more. 

But,  comrades,  you  have  gained  two  victories  on  the  same  day. 
Though  flushed  with  success,  though  entering  this  city  when  the  dark- 
ness of  night  would  have  covered  up  misdeeds,  though  your  passions 
were  stirred  that  our  soldiers  were  shot  from  their  saddles  within  the 
suburbs  of  the  city,  no  outrage  upon  its  defenseless  inhabitants  has 
stained  your  hands.  I thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart.  Your 
conduct  has  more  than  repaid  me  for  many  an  anxious  day  and  sleepless 
night.  Dor  you,  may  there  be  continuous  success  wherever  it  may  be 
our  lot  to  go.  For  me,  I have  no  higher  aim  and  ask  no  greater  honor 
than  to  lead  such  men. 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


No.  6. 

Report  of  Capt.  Julius  L.  Hadley,  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Battery,  Chief  of 
Artillery,  of  engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche. 

Little  Bock,  Ark.,  November  19,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  the  chief  of 
artillery  of  my  division,  of  the  operations  of  the  batteries  of  the  division 
on  the  10th  of  September.  This  report  has  been  delayed  until  now, 
because  Captain  Hadley  was  absent  on  special  business  at  Saint  Louis. 
I beg  it  may  be  forwarded,  to  accompany  my  own  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  that  day,  as  it  shows  the  conduct  of  a gallant  officer  (Lieutenant 
Lovejoy)  in  a proper  light. 

I am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Col.  F.  H.  Manter,  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Inclosure.] 

Office  of  Chief  of  Artillery,  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  September  16,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  batteries  of  the  division  in  the  action  of  the  10th  of 
September,  resulting  in  the  capture  of  the  city  of  Little  Bock : 

In  obedience  to  your  verbal  orders,  I proceeded,  on  the  night  of  the 
9th  of  September,  to  arrange  the  artillery  at  my  disposal  to  protect  the 
construction  of  the  pontoon  bridge  across  the  Arkansas  Biver  at  the 
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point  selected  for  crossing,  and  to  cover  the  crossing  of  the  cavalry 
division  to  the  south  side  of  the  river.  The  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Battery, 
Stange’s  and  Lovejoy’s  howitzers,  and  Sands7  Eleventh  Ohio  Battery 
were  posted  on  each  side  of  the  bridge,  around  the  semi-circular  bend 
of  the  river  at  that  point,  in  such  a manner  as  to  concentrate  the  fire  of 
. twenty  guns  on  any  point  from  which  the  bridge  or  crossing  could  be 
assailed  by  the  enemy. 

Clarkson’s  battery  was  sent  to  cover  the  feigned  crossing  of  Colonel 
Bitter’s  brigade,  at  the  ford  3 miles  below  the  point  selected  for  the 
bridge.  This  ford  was  defended  by  a rebel  battery  of  four  guns,  posted 
behind  a breastwork  of  cotton  bales,  and  supported  by  a large  force  of 
cavalry  dismounted. 

The  action  at  the  ford  commenced  shortly  after  daylight,  and  con- 
tinued about  two  hours,  resulting  in  the  retreat  of  the  rebels  from  their 
position  at  this  point;  Lieutenant  Clarkson  having,  with  his  four  guns, 
posted  in  plain  open  ground,  at  a distance  of  less  than  900  yards,  nearly 
destroyed  their  cotton  defenses,  and  compelled  their  battery  to  abandon 
its  position  with  considerable  loss. 

About  8 a.  m.  the  enemy  moved  a battery  of  four  guns  into  position 
in  the  woods,  about  800  yards  from  the  bridge,  and  opened  fire  on  the 
bridge  with  solid  shot,  hoping  to  destroy  it.  Before  the  smoke  of  the 
first  discharge  of  their  guns  had  scarcely  reached  the  tops  of  the  trees, 
which  concealed  their  movements,  twenty  guns  belched  forth  from  their 
concealment  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  a stream  of  shell  into  the 
midst  of  their  battery,  compelling  it  to  retire  disabled,  after  firing  only 
three  shots,  entirely  harmless  to  us.  This  ended  the  opposition  to  our 
crossing.  Immediately  after  the  crossing  of  the  infantry,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  possession  of  the  woods  on  the  opposite  shore,  Captain 
Stange,  with  his  command  of  eight  howitzers,  including  Lovejoy’s,  was 
ordered  to  cross  and  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  infantry 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  until  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Glover,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade,  cavalry  division,  when  he  would  report  with 
his  command  to  Colonel  Glover.  This  order  was  disobeyed,  and  Cap- 
tain Stange  moved  forward  toward  Little  Bock  with  his  command, 
without  any  support,  exposing  his  entire  command  to  capture,  and  was 
stopped  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  [H.  C.]  Caldwell,  chief  of  staff,  who 
overtook  him  over  1 mile  ahead  of  the  command,  and  peremptorily  or- 
dered him  back  with  his  command,  to  move  with  the  Second  Brigade. 
The  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Battery  moved  forward  toward  Little  Bock  at 
the  head  of  the  First  Brigade.  Clarkson’s  battery  moved  up  from  the 
ford  with  Colonel  Bitter’s  brigade,  and  crossed  at  the  bridge.  Fearing 
some  disaster  might  occur  to  the  howitzers,  in  the  advance,  and  know- 
ing from  past  experience  that,  where  artillery  was  plenty,  too  much  was 
expected  of  it,  with  your  permission  I sent  an  order  to  Captain  Stange 
to  fall  back  to  the  rear  of  the* Second  Brigade  with  six  of  his  pieces,  and 
leave  Lieutenant  Lovejoy  in  the  advance  guard  with  two  pieces.  This 
order  either  failed  to  reach  its  destination  or  was  disobeyed.  Hearing 
heavy  firing  in  the  advance  some  time  after,  I hurried  forward  w ith  the 
Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Battery,  and  found  our  advance  checked  at  Fourche 
Bayou  by  two  rebel  batteries,  strongly  posted,  covering  the  roads  lead- 
ing to  the  city  across  the  bayou,  and  supported  by  a large  force  of 
infantry  and  cavalry. 

I found  on  my  arrival  at  this  point  that  the  howitzers  under  Captain 
Stange,  supported  by  the  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  had  advanced  along 
the  woods  next  to  the  Arkansas  Biver,  past  the  mouth  of  Fourche 
Bayou,  and  taken  a position  within  a short  distance  of  an  ambushed 
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force  of  the  enemy,  about  500  strong,  who  opened  on  them  from  their 
concealment  a severe  fire  of  musketry,  driving  their  support  back  in 
confusion,  and  killing  and  wounding  all  of  the  horses  of  the  section  of 
howitzers  nearest  the  woods.  These  two  pieces,  though  gallantly  de- 
fended by  Lieutenant  Lovejoy  and  his  men,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Lieutenant  Lovejoy  succeeded  in  escaping  with  a severe  wound 
from  a Minie  ball  in  his  leg.  These  guns  could  only  have  been  saved 
by  a sacrifice  of  life,  of  far  more  value  than  the  guns,  or  the  moral  effect 
of  their  recapture,  as  they  were  in  the  power  of  a concealed  force  of  the 
enemy,  at  least  500  strong,  covered  by  a naturally  strong  position. 

I succeeded  in  stopping  the  remaining  six  howitzers,  which  were  re- 
treating in  confusion,  and  placed  them  in  battery  about  400  yards  from 
the  scene  of  the  disaster.  I had  previous  to  this  ordered  Lieutenant 
Doolittle,  with  four  pieces  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Battery,  to  take  a 
position  a little  to  the  rear,  and  on  the  right  of  where  the  howitzers  were 
stopped.  As  soon  as  our  front  was  clear  of  our  own  men,  I opened  fire 
on  the  enemy  in  their  position,  and  soon  drove  them  back. 

I had  also  ordered  Lieutenant  [E.  B.]  Hubbard,  with  two  rifle  guns  from 
the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Battery,  to  assist  the  First  Brigade,  occupying  the 
left  of  our  line,  and  opposed  by  two  guns  of  a rebel  battery,  covering 
the  upper  crossing  of  Fourche  Bayou.  These  two  guns  of  Lieutenant 
Hubbard’s,  being  badly  posted  and  supported,  did  but  little  good.  I 
found  them  afterward  posted  in  a corn-field  at  least  a quarter  of  a mile 
from  any  support,  and  ordered  Lieutenant  Hubbard,  after  firing  a few 
rounds  from  another  position  selected  by  myself,  to  move  to  the  mouth 
of  Fourche  Bayou,  and  there  await  orders  from  me,  with  his  whole  bat- 
tery. I then  went  forward  with  the  howitzers  to  the  front  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  occupying  the  right  of  our  line,  and  found  that  the  rapid  ad- 
vance of  the  Second  Brigade  had  compelled  the  rebel  battery  and  its 
support,  posted  at  the  upper  crossing  of  the  bayou,  to  retire,  one  of  the 
caissons  of  the  battery  falling  into  our  hands,  and  the  remainder  barely 
escaping.  I am  of  the  firm  conviction  that  had  the  advance  of  the  left 
of  our  line  been  as  vigorous  as  that  of  the  right,  this  battery  and  a large 
portion  of  its  support  could  not  have  escaped  capture. 

On  returning  to  the  mouth  of  the  bayou,  to  order  the  artillery  forward, 
I found  an  order  from  Colonel  Merrill,  commanding  First  Brigade,  for 
the  Twenty- fifth  Ohio  Battery  to  join  his  brigade.  This  order  I refused 
to  sanction,  knowing  that  the  enemy  had  at  that  time  retired  from  his 
front.  I immediately  moved  forward  with  the  artillery,  and  entered  the 
city  without  firing  another  shot  from  the  artillery,  except  from  the  how- 
itzers in  the  advance. 

The  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Lovejoy,  commanding  the  howitzer  battery, 
from  Merrill’s  Horse,  is  deserving  of  the  highest  praise.  He  remained 
by  his  guns  until  every  man  and  horse  of  the  section  was  killed  or 
wounded,  and  was  himself  badly  wounded  while  attempting  to  fire 
upon  the  enemy.  His  men  are  also  deserving  of  great  credit. 

Lieutenant  Hubbard,  commanding  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Battery,  and 
Lieutenant  Clarkson,  commanding  Battery  K,  Second  Missouri  Artillery, 
are  both  deserving  of  praise  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  their  bat- 
teries were  handled  during  the  day. 

Respectfull v,  your  obedient  servant, 

JULIUS  L.  HADLEY, 

Capt.  25th  Ohio  Bait .,  and  Chief  of  Art.,  Cav.Div .,  Dept,  of  the  Mo. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Davidson, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division , Dept,  of  the  Missouri. 
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No.  7. 

Report  of  Col . Washington  F.  Geiger , Eighth  Missouri  Cavalry , com- 
manding  First  Brigade , of  skirmish  at  Brownsville. 

Brownsville,  Ark.,  Ain/wst  29, 18G3. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  in- 
stant, in  compliance  with  orders  from  division  headquarters,  I moved 
from  Two  Mile  Prairie  Bayou  with  my  brigade,  in  the  direction  of  Browns- 
ville, on  the  military  road.  One  battalion  of  the  Merrill  Horse  was 
ordered  forward  as  advance  guard  and  skirmishers,  under  command  of 
Major  Bogers,  who,  after  marching  a distance  of  some  G miles,  came 
upon  the  enemy’s  outposts,  driving  them  back  into  a dense  underbrush 
bordering  on  the  prairie.  The  Merrill  Horse  and  Seventh  Missouri  Vol- 
unteer Cavalry  were  immediately  formed  in  order  of  battle  and  moved 
forward. 

The  Eighth  Cavalry  Missouri  Volunteers,  under  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel [J.  W.J  Lisenby,  forming  the  left  wing  of  the  brigade,  was 
pushed  forward  to  the  timber  to  flank  the  enemy,  if  possible,  while  a bat- 
tery was  brought  forward  and  commenced  a brisk  fire  upon  the  enemy. 
In  the  mean  time,  a detachment  of  the  Merrill  Horse  made  a brilliant 
saber  charge  upon  him,  forcing  him  to  fall  back  upon  the  town,  but 
being  closely  pursued  by  my  command,  was  forced  to  beat  a precipitate 
retreat  in  the  direction  of  Bayou  Meto,  keeping  up  a running  fire  for 
a distance  of  some  7 miles;  but  night  coming  on  put  a stop  to  farther 
pursuit,  when  my  command  fell  back  near  Brownsville,  and  bivouacked 
for  the  night. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

W.  F.  GEIGEB, 

Colonel , Commanding  Brigade. 

Lieut.  A.  S.  Montgomery, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  8. 

Reports  of  Col.  Leans  Merrill , Second  Missouri  Cavalry , commanding 
First  Brigade , of  engagement  at  Bayou  Fourclie , and  pursuit  of  the 
Confederates. 

Little  Bock,  Ark.,  September  15,  1SG3. 
Sir  : In  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  general  commanding  the 
cavalry  division,  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  First  Brigade,  under  my  command,  in  the  engage- 
ment with  the  enemy  on  the  10th,  resulting  in  the  capture  of  Little 
Bock : 

Duiing  the  evening  of  the  9th,  in  a personal  interview  with  the  gen- 
eral commanding  the  cavalry  division,  he  explained  the  general  features 
of  the  plan  of  attack,  and  gave  me  my  orders  for  the  succeeding  day, 
as  far  as  was  then  possible  to  do.  These  were,  to  move  with  my  brigade 
so  as  to  reach  by  8 o’clock  of  the  following  morning  a point  near 
the  pontoon  bridge,  but  masked  from  the  view  of  the  enemy;  to  take 
position  upon  arriving  there  upon  the  left  of  the  Second  Brigade,  and 
be  prepared  to  cross  immediately  behind  it;  that,  after  crossing  the 
river,  my  brigade  would  march  in  the  rear  of  everything  and  be  held  in 
reserve,  except  that  it  was  charged  with  the  protection  of  the  left  and 
rear  of  the  main  column. 
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My  brigade  was  promptly  on  the  ground  indicated,  and,  after  some 
delay  for  the  completion  of  the  bridge,  I requested  and  received  per 
mission  of  the  general  to  ford  the  river  above  the  bridge.  This  was 
accomplished  without  difficulty,  the  ford  being  entirely  practicable  for 
anything.  During  the  succeeding  march  up  the  right  bank  of  the  Ar- 
kansas toward  the  town  (some  8 miles  distant),  the  Second  Brigade,  in 
my  front,  became  sharply  engaged  with  the  enemy  at  the  crossing  of 
the  Fourche  Bayou.  Here  I was  directed  to  halt  my  column  and  send 
a regiment  to  support  four  pieces  of  Hadley’s  battery,  then  in  position 
on  the  sand-bar,  and  engaged.  For  this  purpose  I sent  the  Seventh 
Missouri,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  [J.  L.]  Chandler,  my  leading  regi- 
ment. From  some  misconception  of  orders,  the  regiment  was  left  in  my 
rear  after  being  relieved  from  this  duty,  and  I did  not  again  have  a 
report  from  them  until  late  in  the  engagement,  after  it  was  too  late  to 
bring  them  into  action.  I had  meanwhile  moved  up  the  rest  of  my 
column  on  the  road  near  to  where  I found  two  of  Hadley’s  pieces  in  . 
position,  and  held  it  there  awaiting  orders.  In  the  course  of  half  an  hour 
I received,  through  Lieutenant-Colonel  [H.  C.j  Caldwell,  chief  of  staff, 
an  order  to  take  the  left-hand  or  main  road  across  Fourche  Bayou,  and, 
making  my  own  dispositions  against  the  enemy,  to  push  up  the  road. 

I immediately  dismounted  the  Eighth  Missouri,  under  Colonel  [W.  F.] 
Geiger,  and  ordered  him  forward  on  the  left-hand  road,  directing  him 
to  push  forward  a line  of  skirmishers  in  the  corn-fields,  between  which 
the  road  ran,  and  feel  the  position  of  the  enemy,  believed  to  be  upon 
that  road.  I followed  him  immediately  with  the  section  of  Hadley’s 
battery,  then  ordered  to  report  to  me,  supported  by  Merrill’s  Horse, 
under  Major  [G.]  Harker,  my  last  remaining  regiment.  Just  as  I was 
starting,  I was  informed  by  the  general’s  chief  of  staif  that  he  had  just 
that  moment  learned  that  the  First  Iowa  was  on  the  road  ahead  of 
me,  and  directed  to  be  careful  and  not  mistake  them.  The  information 
was  conveyed  to  the  Eighth  at  once,  and  Colonel  Geiger  immediately 
deployed  his  line,  pushing  forward  to  the  support  of  the  two  squadrons 
of  the  First  Iowa,  then  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in  front.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  First  Iowa  I found  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  in  the  corn- 
field, on  the  right  of  the  road.  One  of  their  guidons  was  incautiously 
exposed  near  the  road,  and  a hot  fire  of  shells  and  spherical  case  was 
drawn  upon  them  from  the  enemy’s  battery,  posted  at  the  dam  across 
the  bayou.  I ordered  them  to  move  back  into  the  field  farther  and 
conceal  their  guidons,  which  was  done.  Shortly  afterward,  upon  send- 
ing for  them  to  support  a battery,  I was  informed  that  they  had  been 
ordered  out  and  had  moved  to  the  rear,  by  whose  orders  1 could  not 
learn,  as  the  order  was  not  given  through  me.  Just  at  this  time  a heavy 
fire  of  artillery  opened  from  the  left  of  the  road,  and  near  my  line  of 
skirmishers,  somewhat  alarming  me  at  first,  from  thinking  that  the 
enemy  had  opened  a battery  on  my  left  rear.  I found  immediately, 
however,  upon  riding  toward  where  the  battery  was  posted,  that  it  was 
a section  of  Stange’s  howitzers,  of  whose  presence  on  my  line  of  attack  * 
I now  learned  for  the  first  time.  The  ground,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
accompanying  sketch,*  was  very  difficult  to  reconnoiter.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  see  anything  in  the  corn-fields  or  beyond  them  except  on  the 
road  where  the  enemy’s  battery  was  posted,  and  only  the  smoke  and 
Hash  of  their  guns  could  be  seen  there,  as  they  were  behind  the  levee, 
across  the  bayou.  My  line  of  skirmishers  was  so  weak  from  the  small- 
ness of  my  force  that  I could  not  push  it  to  connect  with  Glover’s  left, 
which  I wished  to  do.  This  left  me  in  great  doubt  as  to  his  position.  1 

* See  p.  493. 
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liad  found  that  in  my  front,  commanding  the  road,  and  very  well  served, 
was  a battery  of  two  12 -pounder  howitzers,  well  sheltered  behind  the 
levee,  across  the  bayou,  on  my  right  front,  and  where  I afterward 
learned  the  bayou  makes  a sharj)  curve  to  the  east  was  a single  12- 
pounder  howitzer.  These  guns  were  supported  by  a strong  line  of  skir- 
mishers on  the  west  side  of  the  bayou,  and  a weak  line  in  the  same  corn- 
field in  which  my  line  was  advancing.  On  my  right  was  the  Bayou 
Fourche,  between  [J.  M.]  Glover  and  myself,  as  it  proved  afterward,, 
entirely  impracticable,  though  all  the  guides  with  whom  I conversed 
stated  that  it  was  entirely  dry  and  passable  anywhere  below  the  dam. 
I supposed  at  first  that  Glover’s  line  extended  to  the  bayou,  and  that 
it  was  moving  up  pari  passu  with  mine  and  on  its  prolongation.  It 
proved  afterward  that  at  first  his  left  did  not  extend  to  the  bayou,  and 
that  the  direction  of  his  line  formed  a sharp  angle  with  mine,  bending 
more  to  the  front,  and  lying  in  my  right  rear.  Simultaneous  with  the 
movement  of  Geiger’s  line  of  skirmishers,  Hadley’s  section,  notified  of 
the  position  in  front,  was  ordered  to  move  to  the  left  of  the  road,  sup- 
ported by  two  squadrons  of  Merrill’s  Horse,  into  the  corn-field,  and  move 
forward  parallel  with  the  road,  and,  when  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  were 
driven  from  the  corn-field,  to  push  to  the  front  until  the  enemy’s  battery 
could  be  seen,  and  open  on  it.  This  order,  for  some  reason  not  as  yet 
satisfactorily  explained  to  me,  was  not  obeyed ; and  when  the  battery 
was  about  midway  of  the  corn-field  it  was  withdrawn  by  Captain  Had- 
ley, the  general’s  chief  of  artillery,  and  taken,  under  his  direction,  to 
the  road  leading  to  the  left  of  the  main  road,  and  afterward  to  the  right 
of  the  main  road,  where  he  received  my  reluctant  permission  to  fire  at 
the  enemy’s  battery  at  a long  range.  FTo  apparent  effect  was  produced 
by  his  fire,  except  to  explode  one  shell  among  our  own  skirmishers,  and 
I ordered  his  firing  to  cease  and  his  section  to  be  taken  to  the  rear  put 
of  any  possible  danger,  and  where  I could  use  it  in  case  what  seemed 
to  be  an  effort  to  turn  my  right  flank  should  prove  successful. 

Being  under  the  impression  that  the  bayou  below  the  dam  was  per- 
fectly dry  and  practicable  at  every  point,  my  inability  to  connect  with 
Glover’s  left  gave  me  some  apprehensions  as  to  my  right,  which  I feared 
might  be  turned,  as  I knew,  from  the  character  of  Glover’s  first  attack, 
that  the  enemy  occupied  the  woods  beyond  the  bayou  on  my  right  in 
force.  All  that  I could  spare  of  Merrill’s  Horse  were  dismounted  and 
sent  in  on  the  right,  in  the  endeavor  to  find  out  where  Glover’s  left  ex- 
tended. Just  as  they  got  into  position,  and  still  not  reaching  to  the 
bayou,  the  whole  line  of  skirmishers  being  then  advanced  to  the  posi- 
tion marked  in  the  accompanying  sketch,*  I heard  a heavy  infantry  fire 
on  my  right  rear,  and,  riding  toward  the  right  to  observe,  if  possible, 
what  it  was,  was  met  by  a message  from  Major  [J.  B.]  Bogers,  command- 
ing the  right  of  the  line  of  skirmishers,  to  the  effect  that  he  was  flanked 
by  the  enemy  on  the  right,  and  that  they  were  pouring  in  a heavy  dis- 
charge of  grape  and  canister  from  the  gun  on  his  right  front  and  of 
musketry  from  his  right  rear.  At  the  same  time  Colonel  Geiger,  com- 
manding the  center  of  the  line,  informed  me  that  the  two  guns  on  the 
road  had  gotten  the  range  of  his  line  of  skirmishers,  and  had  them  under 
a heavy  fire  of  grape  and  canister.  Major  Harker,  with  the  remaining 
three  squadrons  of  Merrill’s  Horse,  was  now  disposed  behind  the  right 
of  the  line  to  foil  any  attempt  to  turn  it.  Already  a staff  officer  and  then 
an  orderly,  having  no  staff  left,  had  been  sent  to  find  where  the  left  of 
Glover’s  line  was,  and,  hearing  nothing  from  them,  I gave  Colonel  Geiger 
orders  to  hold  everything  as  it  was,  and  went  myself  to  examine  the 
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JjaybU  on  the  other  side,  and  find,  if  possible,  what  Glover’s  position 
was  with  reference  to  mine.  On  reaching  the  bayou,  I found  to  my  sur- 
prise that  it  was  full  of  water,  except  just  at  the  mouth,  and  apparently 
impassable.  Eiding  a little  farther,  I found  that  the  left  of  Glover’s 
line  of  skirmishers  was  very  considerably  in  rear  of  my  right,  and  was 
overshooting  the  enemy  into  my  line.  I immediately  sent  an  order  to 
the  whole  of  my  line  to  move  forward  and  drive  the  enemy  from  his 
position,  informing  Major  Kogers  that  his  right  was  protected  by  the 
bayou.  Shortly  after,  on  my  way  back,  I was  overtaken  by  the  general, 
and  informed  him  of  the  state  of  the  case,  and  asked  to  have  the  left  of 
Glover’s  line  notified.  The  line  moved  forward  as  directed,  driving  the 
enemy  from  the  corn-field  and  across  the  bayou;  at  the  same  time 
Glover  had  upon  his  side,  as  I was  informed  by  the  general,  pushed 
back  the  right  of  their  line,  and  they  at  once  limbered  up  their  guns 
and  retired  their  whole  line  together.  I pushed  up  to  and  over  the 
bayou,  and  reconnoitered  the  corn-field  in  front,  without  finding  any- 
thing. 

The  road  here  makes  a sharp  turn  to  the  right,  and  runs  along  the 
bayou  until,  reaching  the  turn  of  the  bayou,  it  intersects  the  right-hand 
road,  upon  which  Glover  was  marching.  While  reconnoitering  the  ground 
in  my  front  and  right,  I received  a message  from  the  general,  saying 
that  Glover  passed  the  intersection  of  the  two  roads,  and  directing  me  to 
bring  up  my  brigade  in  column  in  rear  of  Glover’s  (Second)  brigade  and 
Eitter’s  (Third)  brigade,  protecting  the  rear  and  left  flank.  I had  mean- 
while informed  the  general  of  the  disposition  I had  made  of  my  force — 
the  Eighth  behind  the  bayou,  with  Stange’s  section  of  howitzers,  to 
prevent  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  recross  the  bayou,  and  Merrill’s 
Horse,  on  Glover’s  left  flank,  protecting  his  left.  This  latter  movement 
was  not  well  executed, from  ignorance  of  the  topography  of  the  country 
and  the  direction  of  the  main  road.  The  Eighth  was  now  withdrawn, 
and  the  brigade  reformed  and  marched  in  column  in  the  place  indicated 
by  the  order,  with  occasional  exceptions,  rendered  necessary  to  secure 
the  left  flank  of  the  main  column.  In  this  place  it  was  marched,  with- 
out being  again  engaged,  into  Little  Eock. 

The  misfortune  of  having  only  a vague  idea  of  the  topography  of  the 
battle-ground  prevented  me  from  using  my  position  in  the  right  rear  of 
the  line  of  the  enemy  opposed  to  Glover  to  greater  advantage  in  giving 
them  a flank  fire,  and  the  weakness  of  my  force  prevented  me  from 
learning  earlier  in  the  action  that  the  bayou  was  impracticable  below 
as  well  as  above  the  dam,  a knowledge  that  would  have  freed  me  from 
apprehension  in  regard  to  the  heavy  firing  on  my  right  rear,  and  left  me 
free  to  push  the  right  of  the  line  boldly  instead  of  with  the  caution  with 
which  it  was  advanced.  The  negro  guide  whom  I had  with  me  disap- 
peared with  the  first  shell  that  exploded  near  me,  and  was  not  to  be 
found  again  during  the  action.  It  is  due  to  Colonel  Glover’s  line  of 
skirmishers  to  say  that  they  could  not  see  my  line  of  skirmishers,  and 
that  it  was  their  overshooting  of  the  enemy  which  made  the  fire  fall 
among  my  men. 

The  loss  in  my  brigade  was  12  wounded  (1  mortally,  and  since  dead), 
all  belonging  to  the  Eighth  Missouri.  I have  understood,  unofficially, 
that  the  part  of  the  First  Iowa  on  my  line  lost  several  men,  though  I 
have  no  authenticated  report. 

Of  the  conduct  of  the  Eighth  and  Merrill’s  Horse  during  the  whole 
action,  I cannot  speak  too  highly.  They  moved  forward  through  the 
corn-field  under  a heavy  cross-fire  of  grape,  canister,  and  spherical  case 
from  the  guns  in  front  and  right  front,  and  at  one  time  a sharp  fire  from 
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Glover’s  left  upon  their  right,  rear,  steadily  driving  the  enemy’s  skir, 


mention 
cool- 
ness and  courage  with  which  the  field  officers  of  both  the  Eighth  and 
Merrill’s  Horse  held  their  men  steady,  and  pushed  forward  under  a 
galling  fire,  is  worthy  of  praise. 

The  officers  of  my  staff— Lieutenant  [H.  A.]  Gleim,  Second  Missouri 
Artillery,  and  Lieutenants  [D.  O.]  Crane  and  [A.  S.]  Phelps,  Merrill’s 
HorSe— bore  themselves  throughout  like  soldiers;  especially  at  one  time 
while  I was  changing  horses,  and  happened  to  be  in  range  ot  the  two- 
gun  battery  of  the  enemy  while  it  was  shelling  Stange’s  section  (the 
first  time  under  fire  for  two  of  them),  they  brought  and  carried  their 
messages  and  orders  with  as  much  coolness  as  veterans  of  many  battles. 

This  report  has  been  delayed  from  the  fact  that  the  11th  and  12th 
were  occupied  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and  the  report  of  the  differ- 
ent regimental  commanders  could  not  be  made  out  in  time  to  have  made 
up  this  report  any  sooner. 

Congratulating  the  general  and  his  command  upon  the  brilliant  finale 
of  our"  long  and  tedious  march,  I have  the  honor  to  remain,  your 
obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  MERRILL, 
Colonel , Commanding  First  Brigade. 

Lieutenant  [A.  S.]  Montgomery, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Cay.  Div.,  Dept,  of  the  Mo., 

Little  Bock , Ark,,  September  16,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  troops  under  my  command  in  the  pursuit  of  the  rebel  forces 
under  General  Price  on  the  11th  of  September  succeeding  the  capture 
of  Little  Rock  on  the  10th : 

Bv  orders  of  Brigadier- General  Davidson,  given  me  m a personal 
interview  during  the  night  of  the  10th,  I assumed  command  of  a division 
of  cavalry  and  artillery,  made  up  for  the  occasion,  consisting  of  the  fol- 
lowing troops : 

First  Brigade.— Col.  Wr.  F.  Geiger,  Eighth  Missouri,  commanding; 
Merrill’s  Horse,  Major  [G.]  Harker  commanding;  Seventh  Missouri 
Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  [ J.  L.]  Chandler  commanding ; Eighth  Mis- 
souri Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  [J.  W.]  Lisenby  commanding. 

Second  Brigade.— Col.  Powell  Clayton,  Fifth  Kansas,  commanding; 
Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  [J.]  Stuart  commanding; 
First  Indiana  Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  [T.  K.]  Pace  commanding; 
Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Major  [L.]  Lippert  commanding;  the 
First  Indiana  having  only  six  squadrons  present,  and  the  Thirteenth 

Illinois  only  three.  . 

Artillery.— Capt.  G.  Stange,  Second  Missouri  Artillery,  commanding  ; 
six  12-pounder  mountain  howitzers  of  Stauge’s  Second  Missouri  and 
Lovejoy’s  Merrill  Horse  Batteries;  two  6-pounder  rilled  steel  guns, 
prairie  carriages,  attached  to  the  First  Indiana;  Clarkson’s  batteij. 
Second  Missouri  Artillery,  two  3-incli  rifle  and  two  12-pounder  (heavy) 

howitzers.  . , , 

The  general  directed  me,  with  this  force,  to  pursue  the  retreating  col- 
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umn  of  the  enemy,  and  exercise  my  own  discretion  both  as  to  the  char- 
acter and  extent  of  the  pursuit. 

The  fatigue  of  the  troops  from  the  previous  day’s  lighting,  and  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  together  with  the  scattered  camps  of  the  different 
troops,  prevented  my  getting  off  at  daylight,  as  the  general  desired. 
By  6 o’clock,  however,  the  division  was  on  the  march,  the  First  Bri- 
gade (with  the  Eighth  Missouri  leading)  having  the  advance,  and  a part 
of  Stange’s  battery,  under  his  own  supervision,  following  the  leading 
regiment. 

The  enemyliad  retreatedby  the  Arkadelphia  road,  and  we  had  scarcely 
left  the  suburbs  of  the  town  before  we  began  to  find  the  debris  of  a re- 
treating and  demoralized  army — broken  wagons,  arms  and  equipments, 
partly  destroyed,  ammunition  upset  into  small  streams  and  mud-holes, 
and  deserters  and  fagged-out  soldiers  in  numbers  continually  brought 
in  by  our  advance  and  flankers. 

The  road  itself,  as  far  as  we  followed  the  enemy,  was,  at  this  season 
of  the  year,  good  ; being  a wide  road,  through  a broken  and  hilly  coun- 
try, but  evidently  a bad  road  during  wet  weather,  as  the  numerous  cor- 
duroys indicated. 

The  country,  however,  through  wdiich  the  road  ran  was  of  such  a 
character  as  to  render  successful  pursuit  exceedingly  difficult,  affording 
numerous  strong  defensive  positions,  compelling  a cautious  pursuit,  and, 
from  the  entire  absence  of  side  roads,  affording  no  opportunities  for 
attempts  at  annoying  the  enemy’s  flanks,  or  cutting  off  his  rear  guard. 
On  both  sides  of  the  road  the  country  was  thickly  covered  with  a heavy 
growth  of  pine  and  oak,  generally  with  thick  undergrowth,  and  at  rare 
intervals  a small  clearing,  with  a settler’s  cabin  in  it.  Small  streams 
and  ravines  putting  into  the  Fourche  Bayou,  afforded,  at  short  distances, 
places  where  a few  men  could  make  a stand,  which  would  for  some  time 
delay  a pursuing  column. 

Some  4 miles  out  the  advance  stirred  up  the  enemy’s  outer  pickets, 
and  for  several  miles  they  were  rapidly  driven  by  mounted  skirmishers. 
At  about  G miles  from  Little  Bock  a small  stream  crosses  the  road,  and 
here  it  became  evident,  from  the  obstinacy  of  the  stand  made  by  the 
pickets,  that  their  support  was  close  behind  them.  Colonel  Geiger,  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  advance,  now  dismounted  the  Eighth  Missouri  and 
deployed  them  as  skirmishers.  A brisk  engagement  with  their  extreme 
rear  guard  soon  drove  them  upon  their  main  guard,  posted  upon  the 
crest  of  a steep  hill,  about  a half  a mile  from  the  stream.  They  were 
gallantly  and  promptly  followed  by  the  Eighth,  whose  rapid  and  accu- 
rate fire  soon  drove  the  main  guard  to  take  to  their  horses  and  seek 
a new  position  in  their  rear.  The  Eighth  followed  them  up  as  fast  as 
the  ground  would  permit  them,  occasionally  exchanging  shots  writh  their 
skirmishers,  posted  to  retard  us,  and  compel  a cautious  advance.  Their 
main  guard  had  by  this  time  retired  to  another  position,  where  we  soon 
found  they  had  posted  two  pieces  of  artillefy,  commanding  the  road. 
Merrill’s  Horse  was  now  dismounted  and  ordered  to  the  support  of  the 
Eighth  (and  shortly  after  relieved  the  latter  as  skirmishers),  together 
with  a section  of  Stange’s  howitzers.  A sharp  engagement  followed. 
The  enemy  opened  with  their  battery,  well  and  rapidly  replied  to  by 
Stange,  soon  resulting  in  driving  them  from  their  position  and  compel* 
ling  them  to  retreat. 

I had  learned,  from  a refugee,  who  had  been  warned  from  his  house 
near  the  crossing  of  the  Fourche  Bayou,  that  the  enemy  had  told  him 
that  their  determined  stand  would  be  made  at  that  point.  This  con- 
lirmed  the  impression  I previously  had,  as  it  was  a strong  position  for 
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defense,  and  we  were  evidently,  from  the  character  of  their  resistance, 
and  the  signs  of  recent  bivouacs  of  an  infantry  column,  pushing  their 
rear  guard  close  upon  their  main  body.  My  guide  (a  very  poor  one, 
but  the  only  one  I could  get)  now  mistook  Henry’s  Bayou  (a  tributary) 
for  the  crossing  of  the  main  Fourche,  and  my  advance  was  pushed  cau- 
tiously in  order  to  reconnoiter  the  ground  in  expectation  of  a stout 
resistance.  This  mistake  delayed  us  nearly  an  hour.  When  we  ap- 
proached the  bayou  we  found  a very  strong  position,  but  the  enemy  had 
not  chosen  to  occupy  it,  fearing  probably  the  open  ground  in  the  viciuity. 
Finding  my  mistake,  and  that  the  advanced  regiment  was  becoming 
very  weary,  I ordered  up  first  the  Seventh  Missouri  and  then  the 
Tenth  Illinois,  as  skirmishers  and  supports.  While  this  was  doing, 
Clarkson,  one  of  whose  rifled  pieces  had  been  previously  ordered  to  the 
front,  received  permission  to  open  fire  at  long  range  at  what  seemed  to 
be  the  dust  of  their  column  on  the  road,  about  1J  miles  ahead. 

The  new  disposition  now  being  complete,  and  the  Thirteenth  Illinois 
being  thrown  out  as  flankers,  we  moved  on  toward  Fourche  Bayou,  and, 
to  my  great  astonishment,  found  this  strong  position  evacuated,  and  no 
enemy  m sight.  This  fact  was  accounted  for  by  some  negroes  at  the 
house,  near  the  bayou,  who  stated  that  Marmaduke  had  formed  his 
whole  force,  with  four  pieces  of  artillery,  at  this  point,  and  was,  with 
his  staff,  seated  in  the  house  at  dinner,  when  one  of  Clarkson’s  shells  ex- 
ploded over  the  house ; another  immediately  followed,  falling  near  his 
line  of  battle,  and  two  others  in  quick  succession  exploded  so  near  them 
that  the  whole  line  precipitately  turned  and  fled,  led  by  Marmaduke  him- 
self. The  evidence  of  a hasty  evacuation  of  their  position  confirmed 
the  negroes’  story. 

The  day  was  now  well  worn  away,  and  my  troops,  weary  from  the  pre- 
vious day,  were  worn  out  with  16  miles  of  skirmishing  through  thickets  j 
and  heavy  timber.  I ordered  the  main  column  to  halt,  and  directed 
Colonel  Clayton,  with  the  First  Indiana  (which,  having  fresh  horses  and 
poor  fire-arms,  had  been  held  in  reserve  to  act  as  cavalry,  should  the 
opportunity  offer),  with  their  two  rifled  guns  and  two  light  howitzers,  to  : 
move  on  to  the  front,  mounted,  and  to  move  on  rapidly,  but  with  jiroper 
caution,  until  he  should  again  overtake  the  enemy,  informing  him  that  r 
I would  immediately  follow  him  with  the  Eighth  and  Merrill’s  Horse 
and  one  of  Clarkson’s  rifles.  Clayton  moved  promptly  forward,  and  be-  \ 
fore  the  two  supporting  regiments  had  come  up  from  the  rear  I heard 
his  skirmishers  engaged  with  the  enemy  about  2 miles  to  the  front,  j 
Sending  orders  to  hurry  up  the  support,  I rode  rapidly  to  the  front,  ! 
where  I found  the  enemy  strongly  posted  on  the  crest  of  a hill,  with  i 
another  higher  hill  behind  them,  just  beyond  the  intersection  of  the  Hot 
Springs  road,  while  Clayton  had  posted  his  guns  on  a hill  opposite,  with  [ 
his  skirmishers  well  up  to  their  line.  A few  rounds  from  the  Indiana 
section  drove  the  two  guns  from  the  first  hill,  and  a single  well-directed 
shot  striking  in  their  battery  while  unlimbering  on  the  second  hill,  started 
them  on  again  without  firing  a shot  from  the  second  position.  It  was 
now  after  sunset,  and  the  troops  and  horses  were  jaded  and  worn  out, 
and  with  a few  parting  shells  from  Clarkson’s  rifled  gun,  hastening  their 
retreat,  the  pursuit  was  abandoned  for  that  day ; and,  for  convenience  of  j 
#water  and  forage,  the  command  was  brought  back  to  Fourche  Bayou  to 
camp. 

Early  next  morning,  Clayton,  with  his  brigade,  and  the  small  rifles 
and  four  howitzers  under  Stange,  was  directed  to  pursue  again,  and,  if 
possible,  stir  up  their  rear  guard.  He  found  that  after  leaving  their 
last  position  of  the  day  previous,  they  had  not  halted  again  until  after 
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dark,  when  they  had  taken  a position  behind  Hurricane  Creek,  from 
which  they  again  retreated  at  2 o’clock  at  night,  and  that  farther  pur- 
suit was  useless  with  his  force,  as  they  had  by  this  time  crossed  the 
Saline,  and  were  within  short  support  of  their  main  column,  which  had 
camped  behind  Saline  Biver,  7 miles  from  Hurricane  Creek.  He  had 
been  ordered  to  return  when  he  found  pursuit  useless,  and  accordingly 
returned  about  12  o’clock. 

The  character  of  the  country,  and  utter  weariness  of  the  men  and 
horses,  especially  of  the  artillery,  some  of  which  had  been  in  harness 
forty-eight  hours,  rendered  rapid  pursuit  impossible  on  the  second  day, 
and  nothing  less  than  a rapid  movement  would  overtake  them.  This 
determined  me  to  return,  deeming  the  probability  of  accomplishing  any- 
thing further  so  small  as  not  to  be  worth  the  sacrifice  of  the  horses  it 
would  cost,  the  more  especially  as  it  was  entirely  evident  that  nothing 
could  add  to  the  haste  of  their  flight,  l accordingly  returned  to  Little 
Bock,  reaching  there  about  sunset  of  the  12th. 

Everything  along  the  road  indicated  hasty  flight  of  their  whole  army, 
and  the  numbers  and  stories  of  the  prisoners  captured  showed  a great 
demoralization  of  their  forces,  all  agreeing  in  the  statement  that  the 
army  was  greatly  dissatisfied  and  demoralized  by  the  evacuation  of 
their  works  near  Little  Bock  without  firing  a shot. 

My  loss  was  1 private,  of  the  Seventh  Missouri,  wounded.  The  en- 
emy lost  4 killed,  whose  bodies  were  found  on  the  field,  and,  from  the 
accounts  given  by  the  people  along  the  road,  must  have  carried  off  a 
number  of  killed  and  wounded. 

A large  number  of  prisoners  were  captured  at  various  times  during 
the  day,  many  of  them  deserters;  others,  men  who  had  been  worn  out 
by  the  rapidity  of  the  march.  I did  not  have  time  to  take  any  account 
of  the  prisoners,  and  sent  them  all  directly  to  the  town,  ordering  them 
to  be  reported  to  the  provost-marshal.  I should  think,  however,  that 
the  number  captured  was  about  250  to  300.  The  wagons  and  arms 
found  scattered  everywhere  along  the  road  had  been,  in  every  case  which 
I observed,  rendered  useless  or  entirely  burned  up,  and  were  not  worth 
the  effort  to  collect  them,  and  were  accordingly  left  where  they  were 
found. 

The  conduct  of  all  the  troops  was  such  as  might  have  been  expected 
from  men  who  have  always  fought  as  well  as  they  have,  and  it  would 
be  unjust  to  mention  specially  any  particular  regiment. 

Colonel  Geiger,  who,  during  the  first  part  of  the  day,  and  Colonel 
Clayton,  who  afterward  had  charge  of  the  advance  and  the  line  of  skir- 
mishers, handled  their  commands  with  courage  and  good  judgment, 
steadily  pushing  the  enemy  through  the  whole  day. 

Captain  Stange,  who  was  in  the  front  with  two  pieces  of  his  battery, 
at  every  stand  made  by  the  enemy,  except  the  last,  managed  them  ad- 
mirably, showing  excellent  judgment  in  sheltering  his  pieces  from  the 
enemy,  while  he  had  their  range  so  accurately  that  his  little  pieces  soon 
silenced  the  heavier  guns  of  the  enemy,  and  compelled  them  to  limber 
up  and  retire. 

Lieut.  T.  8.  Clarkson,  commanding  battery,  of  Second  Missouri  Ar- 
tillery, and  Lieutenant  * (the  name  of  this  officer  I have  un- 

fortunately forgotten),  commanding  battery,  attached  to  First  Indiana 
Cavalry,  handled  their  guns  with  accuracy  and  ability  while  in  action. 
The  force  of  the  enemy  opposed  to  me  was  about  2,200,  cavalry  and 
mounted  infantry,  under  Marmaduke,  having  also  four  guns,  two  10- 
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pouiuler  Parrotts  and  two  12-pounder  howitzers.  Probably  a thousand 
of  their  force,  with  two  guns,  were  engaged  with  me  at  any  one  time, 
the  rest  retiring  to  seek  a new  position,  and  so  alternating  throughout 
the  day.  In  no  instance  were  more  than  500  of  my  men  engaged  at  any 
one  time,  or  more  than  two  guns,  this  being  all  that  was  found  neces- 
sary to  drive  them  whenever  they  made  a stand. 

Por  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  engagement  at  Fourche 
Bayou,  September  10,  and  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  on  the  11th,  I 
have  the  honor  to  recommend  Col.  W.  F.  Geiger  for  the  brevet  appoint- 
ment of  brigadier- general  ( vide  also  previous  report). 

For  gallant  and  meritorious  service  and  able  handling  of  his  command 
at  the  affair  near  Ashley’s  Mills,  September  7,  in  the  engagement  at 
Fourche  Bayou,  September  10,  and  during  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy, 
September  11,  I have  the  honor  to  recommend  Maj.  Garrison  Harker, 
Merrill’s  Horse,  for  the  brevet  appointment  of  lieutenant-colonel. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  MERRILL, 

Colonel , Commanding  First  Brigade , First  Division  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  A.  S.  Montgomery, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Cavalry  Division. 


No.  9. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  L.  Chandler , Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry , of 
engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche , and  pursuit  of  the  Confederates. 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  September  13, 18G3. 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  orders,  I have  the  honor  to  report  the  follow- 
ing as  the  part  taken  by  the  Seventh  Cavalry  Missouri  Volunteers  in  the 
assault  and  capture  of  this  city  and  subsequent  pursuit  of  the  enemy : 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  September,  the  regiment,  being  the 
advance  of  the  brigade,  forded  the  Arkansas  River  without  opposi- 
tion from  the  enemy.  Upon  reaching  a point  of  timber  near  the  Bayou 
Fourche,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  deploy  to  the  right  of  the  road,  in 
support  of  Hadley’s  battery,  where  it  remained  during  the  engagement 
at  that  point.  Hadley’s  battery  being  withdrawn,  the  regiment  marched 
into  the  city,  with  the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  without  further  opposi- 
tion. No  loss  was  suffered  by  the  regiment  during  the  day.  At  about 
8 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  the  regiment  was  ordered,  with  the 
remainder  of  the  brigade,  forward  on  the  Arkadelphia  road,  in  pursuit 
of  the  retreating  army  of  the  enemy.  When  about  10  miles  on  the  road, 
the  regiment  was  dismounted  and  ordered  to  deploy  on  the  first  line  of 
skirmishers,  relieving  Merrill’s  Horse  Regiment.  After  about  two  hours’ 
skirmishing,  the  men  were  remounted,  and  proceeded  to  a point  about  2 
miles  in  advance,  where  they  bivouacked  for  the  night,  and  on  the  after  - 
noou  of  the  next  day  returned  to  this  city. 

The  regiment  sustained  a loss  of  1 private,  wounded  during  the  skir- 
mish of  the  11th  of  September. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  CHANDLER, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  II.  A.  Gleim, 

First  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division . 
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No.  10. 

Reports  of  Col.  John  M.  Glover , Third  Missouri  Cavalry , commanding 

Second  Brigade , of  Sldrmish  and  action  at  Bayou  Meto , uwd  engagement 

at  Bayou  Fourclie. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division, 

Camp  near  Brownsville , Arlc .,  August  28,  1863. 

Lieutenant  : I Lave  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  26th  of  August, 
1863,  two  regiments  of  my  brigade  (the  First  Iowa  and  the  Third  Mis- 
souri Cavalry  Volunteers)  and  one  section  each  of  [G-.  F.]  Lovejoy’sand  [T. 
S.]  Clarkson’s  batteries  were  ordered  on  a reconnaissance,  and  to  push  the 
enemy  as  far  as  possible  toward  the  Bayou  Meto  without  bringing  on  a 
general  engagement.  The  First  Iowa  Cavalry  beiug  in  advance,  a heavy 
line  of  skirmishers,  in  command  of  Captain  [J.  D.]  Jenks,  was  thrown  to 
the  front,  some  6 miles  from  Brownsville;  struck  his  pickets  and  drove 
them  about  4 miles  back  to  their  main  body,  some  2 miles  east  of  the 
bayou,  killing  1 rebel  captain  (Powell,  of  Platte  City,  Mo.),  2 privates, 
and  capturing  1 prisoner.  Here  the  enemy  opened  artillery  upon  us,  to 
which  ours  soon  replied.  After  a considerable  artillery  duel,  I ordered 
Lieutenant  Lovejoy  to  advance  his  section,  in  the  doing  of  which  he 
had  one  cannoneer  pierced  through  with  a solid  shot  and  killed  instantly, 
so  well  did  the  enemy  have  the  range  of  the  road.  I then  advanced  in 
person,  reconnoitered  hastily  the  enemy’s  position,  and  determined  to 
feel  him  further,  and  so  ordered  up  Lovejoy’s  section,  well  supported 
with  cavalry.  In  this  position  we  stood  face  to  face.  After  a more 
thorough  review  of  the  enemy’s  position  and  my  own,  perceiving  his 
great  advantage  in  this  respect,  and  knowing  his  great  superiority  in 
numerical  strength,  and  being  satisfied  a further  offensive  demonstra- 
tion would  result  in  a general  engagement,  in  which  all  the  advan- 
tages were  against  me,  I deployed  quite  an  amount  of  cavalry  in  front 
of  my  artillery,  masking  the  same,  while  it  was  rapidly  taken  from  the 
field,  and  retired  with  my  command  to  a safe  distance.  This  done,  I 
called  off  the  force  covering  my  rear,  and  withdrew  the  whole  in  good 
order,  and  without  further  loss,  to  myformer  encampment  near  Browns- 
ville. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  at  sunrise,  the  division  moved  out  upon 
the  road  leading  to  the  Bayou  Meto  Bridge,  my  brigade  taking  the 
advance,  protected  by  a battalion  of  the  Tenth  Illinois,  deployed  as 
skirmishers,  supported  by  two  other  squadrons,  all  under  the  immedi- 
ate command  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Stuart.  At  some  5 miles  from  the 
bridge,  our  advance  skirmishers  met  those  of  the  enemy.  A brisk  fire 
ensued,  the  enemy  falling  back.  At  some  3 miles  from,  the  bayou  he 
made  another  stand,  where  he  was  again  sharply  encountered  by  the 
Tenth  Illinois.  At  this  place  Lieutenant  [J.  P.]  Kavanaugh  was  killed. 
Here  the  commanding  general  ordered  my  whole  brigade  formed  for 
action,  in  obedience  to  which  I made  the  following  dispositions,  viz : 
Placed  two  battalions  Third  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers  (dismounted) 
to  fight  on  foot  on  the  right  of  the  road  in  order  of  battle ; on  the  left 
of  the  road,  placed  in  order  of  battle  one  battalion  of  the  Thirty-second 
Towa  Infantry,  as  it  was  ordered  to  report  to  me  during  the  day ; on 
the  left  of  this,  placed  the  Third  Battalion  of  the  Third  Missouri 
(dismounted),  the  artillery  being  in  the  center.  As  a reserve,  the 
First  Iowa  Cavalry  and  four  squadrons  of  the  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry 
(mounted)  were  formed  in  the  rear,  and  six  squadrons  of  the  Tenth  Illi- 
nois were  placed  on  the  right  flank.  In  this  order,  with  a heavy  line 
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of  skirmishers  covering  my  whole  front,  the  brigade  moved  forward. 
It  soon  met  opposition  from  the  enemy’s  Small-arms  and  artillery,  but 
he  was  steadily  driven  from  ridge  to  ridge  through  the  thick  brush  on 
either  side  of  the  road  by  the  firm  and  resolute  advance  of  my  brigade, 
assisted  by  the  timely  use  of  the  artillery,  back  to  a very  strong  and 
elevated  position,  covered  by  extended  rifle-pits  on  the  left,  where  he 
made  a more  obstinate  stand,  holding  my  command  in  check  for  a brief 
period,  when  the  Third  Missouri  Cavalry,  on  the  right,  charged  and 
(trove  back  the  enemy  in  their  front,  thus  flanking  his  rifle-pits,  and 
compelling  him  to  abandon  them  under  a simultaneous  charge  upon  the 
left  of  the  line,  when  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  gave  way,  and  fled  in 
the  greatest  disorder  and  confusion  toward  the  Bayou  Meto.  The  artil- 
lery was  now  ordered  up,  and  poured  a terrible  bombardment  on  their 
fleeing  columns  for  twenty-five  or  thirty  minutes,  when  the  bridge  was 
seen  to  be  on  fire.  The  general  commanding  then  directed  that  the 
First  Iowa  Cavalry  should  charge  and  save  the  bridge,  if  possible. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  [Daniel]  Anderson,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  led 
a gallant  charge  in  the  face  of  a terrible  fire  of  artillery  and  small-arms, 
having  his  own  horse  shot  under  him,  his  command  suffering  consider- 
ably. From  the  intensity  of  the  fire  in  the  direction  of  the  First  Iowa 
Cavalry,  it  was  evident  they  needed  support.  I suggested  that  a new 
position  be  selected  for  our  batteries  to  cover  and  relieve  the  First  Iowa 
Cavalry,  now  dismounted,  and  sharply  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Receiv- 
ing permission,  I hastened  to  the  front  amidst  a heavy  fire  of  the  enemy’s 
artillery,  reconnoitered,  and  selected  an  excellent  position  overlooking 
and  commanding  his.  Our  artillery  was  instantly  ordered  up,  with 
supports,  and  placed  in  position  under  a continued  fire  from  that  of  the 
enemy.  Our  batteries,  iu  pbsition,  opened  a tremendous  fire,  soon 
silencing  the  enemy’s  guns  and  driving  them  from  their  position.  The 
Third  Missouri  Cavalry  and  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry  had  now  boldly 
forced  their  way  to  the  bank  of  the  bayou  on  the  left,  pushing  the  en- 
emy across  it,  it  now  being  evident  that  there  was  a strong  force  of  the 
enemy  on  this  side  the  bayou,  on  the  right  of  our  line.  After  taking 
proper  precaution  for  the  safety  of  my  right  flank,  I ordered  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Stuart,  of  the  Tenth  Illinois,  with  a portion  of  his  regiment,  to 
drive  them  back,  which  tb  is  excellent  officer  promptly  executed,  putting 
them  across  the  bayou,  after  a very  hot  contest.  The  purpose  of  the 
commanding  general  now  having  been  consummated,  and  the  evening 
far  advanced,  I was  ordered  to  retire  with  my  brigade  to  my  former 
camp,  near  Brownsville,  as  there  were  no  comforts  for  man  or  beast 
short  of  that  point. 

I now  desire  to  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  [T. 
G.]  Black,  of  the  Third  Missouri,  Stuart,  of  the  Tenth  Illinois,  and 
Anderson,  of  the  First  Iowa,  my  regimental  commanders,  for  coolness, 
daring,  and  good  judgment,  cheerful  and  prompt  in  obedience  to  orders. 
The  efficiency  of  our  dismounted  cavalry  was  to-day  thoroughly  tested. 
Of  the  Third  Missouri  and  Tenth  Illinois  I must  say  they  fought  with 
the  confidence  of  veteran  infantry.  I desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
universal  good  conduct  of  officers  and  men.  It  is  due  to  Major  [G.  A.] 
Eberhart  and  his  battalion,  of  the  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry,  to  say 
they  gave  a hearty  and  efficient  co-operation. 

Although  the  artillery  was  not  formally  under  my  command,  yet  cir- 
cumstances sometimes  placed  it  there.  I am  gratified  to  acknowledge 
the  cheerful  obedience  to  orders  and  the  fearless  conduct  of  the  officers 
iu  charge,  especially  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Clarkson,  whose  battery 
was  in  the  advance  during  the  day.  The  earnest  but  honorable  com- 
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petition  between  the  three  regiments  of  my  brigade  resulted,  as  it  is 
likely  to  do  in  the  future,  in  the  complete  rout  and  defeat  of  the  foe. 

I must  express  my  admiration  for  the  coolness,  bravery,  and  efficiency 
of  my  staff  officers.  Captains  Freeman  and  Snelling  and  Lieutenants 
Haines  and  Johnson,  who  were  exposed  to  the  hottest  of  the  fire  and 
thickest  of  the  danger,  have  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  cordial  support. 

Casualties,  43  killed  and  wounded  in  my  brigade  proper. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  GLOVER, 

Colonel , Commanding  Second  Brigade , Cavalry  Division. 

Lieut.  A.  S.  Montgomery, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Cavalry  Division. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Cav.  Div.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

Timm’s  House , near  Little  Bode,  Arlc .,  September  14,  1863. 

Lieutenant  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  troops  under  my  command  on  the  10th  instant,  by 
which  Little  Rock  fell  into  our  hands : 

Late  in  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant,  I was  summoned  to  the  head- 
quarters of  General  Davidson,  at  Ashley’s  Mills,  with  other  brigade  com- 
manders of  our  division.  There  it  was  announced  by  him  that  early 
the  next  morning  the  whole  available  force  of  the  army  would  move ; 
the  infantry,  under  General  Steele,  to  assault  the  enemy’s  strong  works 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  while  our  cavalry  division  was  to  cross  the 
Arkansas  River  8 miles  below,  and  move  to  the  capture  of  Little  Rock. 
He  stated  that  no  ordinary  obstacle  was  to  be  allowed  to  defeat  the 
purpose  of  the  division ; that  we  were  to  make  a dash  upon  the  city 
and  capture  it,  and  either  hold  or  destroy  the  enemy’s  bridges,  though 
it  cost  us  one  of  our  regiments.  I was  pleased  with  the  announcement 
that  it  was  my  turn  to  lead  the  division  in  this  honorable  but  hazard- 
ous enterprise,  unless  Colonel  [J.  F.]  Ritter,  who  was  to  effect  a crossing 
with  his  cavalry  force  below,  should  reach  a certain  point  on  the  main 
road  before  I did,  which  he  did  not  do.# 

At  6.30  a.  m.  on  the  JOtli  instant,  my  brigade  moved  up  the  river 
some  3 miles,  Colonel  Merrill’s  following,  and  was  masked  in  a thick 
woods  adjacent  to  the  pontoon  bridge  then  being  thrown  across  the 
river.  As  soon  as  the  bridge  was  done,  General  Davidson  ordered  over 
a brigade  of  infantry  to  take  possession  of  a levee  in  the  opposite  woods, 
to  cover  and  protect  my  brigade  while  crossing  and  forming,  as  the 
enemy  had  opened  artillery  upon  us.  At  about  9 a.m.  my  brigade  be- 
gan to  cross  the  river.  When  two  squadrons  of  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry 
were  over,  they  were  ordered  to  the  woods  in  front,  where  I found  the 
infantry.  I requested  the  officer  commanding  infantry  brigade,  as  per 
his  orders,  to  move  out  and  cover  my  front  until  my  troops  were  over. 
This  he  refused  to  do,t  when  I promptly  ordered  up  two  squadrons  of 
the  First  Iowa  (to  cover  and  protect  his  front,  deeming  he  felt  in  need 
of  it)  to  move  forward,  take,  and  hold  the  levee,  which  was  done  at  the 
word.  As  soon  as  my  command  was  fairly  over,  it  moved  out  to  the 

* Colonel  Ritter  was  ordered  away  from  Bucks  Ford  by  me,  and  directed  to  cross 
in  rear  of  the  other  two  brigades  at  the  pontoon  bridge. — J.  W.  Davidson,  General 
of  Division. 

t This  officer  had  my  orders  to  advance  only  to  the  edge  of  the  woods. — J.  W. 
Davidson,  General  of  Division. 
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road  running  up  the  river  to  Little  Rock  in  the  following  order  of  march : 
The  First  Iowa  Cavalry  leading,  with  a line  of  skirmishers  of  three 
squadrons  (A,  L,  and  M),  in  command  of  the  intrepid  Captain  [J.  H.] 
Jenks;  an  advance  guard  of  same  regiment,  followed  by  one  section 
of  Stange’s  battery.  Second  Missouri  Artillery.  In  rear  of  the  First 
Iowa  came  the  remainder  of  said  battery;  then  the  Tenth  Illinois  Cav- 
alry, and  in  rear  of  the  Tenth  came  the  Third  Cavalry  Missouri  Volun- 
teers. In  this  order  my  brigade  had  not  moved  more  than  1£  miles 
on  the  river  road,  when  the  enemy  opened  a heavy  volley  of  musketry, 
sooii  repeated,  accompanied  with  artillery.  The  firing  commenced  pre- 
cisely at  12  in. 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding  general  of  the  division 
(and  a habit  of  the  Second  Brigade),  we  forced  our  way  rapidly  to  the 
month  of  one  branch  of  the  Fourche  Bayou,  which  empties  into  the  Ar- 
kansas River  at  this  point,  some  0 miles  below  the  city.  Here  the  road 
forks,  the  right-hand  road  running  up  the  river  through  a dense  forest  of 
heavy  standing  and  fallen  timber.  The  left-hand  road  turns,  at  aright 
angle,  to  the  left  of  the  Fourche  Bayou.  Corn-fields  on  both  sides  for  the 
distance  of  nearly  a mile,  where  it  again  forks,  the  right  prong  turning 
across  the  Fourche  and  what  is  called  the  levee,  and  in  GOO  or  800  yards 
again  intersects  the  river  road.  Having  been  previously  informed  of  the 
character  of  the  country  and  the  direction  of  these  roads,  and  having 
discovered  from  the  head  of  my  column  dense  lines  of  dust  rising  on  the 
levee  road,  and  having  received  information  from  negroes  to  the  same 
effect,  I at  once  concluded  that  the  heavier  forces  of  the  enemy  had  gone 
on  that  road.  In  view  of  these  things,  and  the  further  reason  that  my 
left  flank  was  entirely  open,  with  no  natural  defenses,  and  the  support- 
ing brigade  not  being  at  hand,  and  fearing  if  I should  move  with  my 
whole  brigade  on  the  direct  right-hand  road,  having  the  impassable 
Fourche  on  my  left  and  the  Arkansas  River  on  my  right,  the  enemy 
would  rush  between  me  and  Colonel  Merrill,  dividing  our  forces — in 
view  of  these  facts  and  surroundings,  I made  the  following  disposition 
of  my  forces:  Sent  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry  on  the  levee  road,  with  one 
section  of  howitzers,  and  a caution  about  our  left  flank  ; the  Tenth  Illi- 
nois on  the  direct  road  to  the  right  of  the  bayou,  wflth  Lovejoy’s  section 
of  howitzers,  intending  to  support  the  First  Iowa  with  the  Third  Mis- 
souri Cavalry.  Lieutenant-Colonel  [J.]  Stuart,  commanding  Tenth  Illi- 
nois Cavalry,  had  not  moved  but  a short  distance  into  the  dense  woods 
when  he  met  the  enemy’s  mounted  skirmishers.  He  at  once  assailed 
and  drove  them  back  with  the  two  advance  squadrons  of  his  regiment 
(Companies  B and  H),  to  a point  where  a deadly  fire  was  poured  in  upon 
him  from  an  overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy,  dismounted  and  in  am- 
bush. This  caused  these  squadrons  to  fall  back  upon  the  balance  of 
the  regiment  advancing  to  his  support,  which  necessarily  fell  into  some 
disorder  ; the  enemy  pursuing  and  pouring  in  a terrible  fire.  When  the 
enemy  first  opened  on  the  Tenth,  I ordered  Lovejoy’s  section  to  take 
position  and  operate  against  him  by  the  right  flank  of  the  two  squad- 
rons engaged  in  the  woods,  while  the  balance  of  the  Tenth  was  moving 
up  to  give  sure  support  to  the  artillery,  as  I thought,  for  at  this  time  I 
did  not  suppose  the  enemy  was  strong  there.  I soon  discovered,  how- 
ever, that  lie  was  in  force,  and  that  the  cavalry  of  the  Tenth  alone  could 
not  successfully  resist  him,  as  they  were  necessarily  becoming  more  con- 
fused where  the  leaden  hail  filled  the  air.  Seeing  the  howitzers  would 
soon  be  in  danger,  I repeatedly  ordered  them  back,  and,  by  the  assist- 
ance of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart,  who  here  received  a severe  con- 
tusion on  the  top  of  the  head  by  a bullet,  held  wthe  cavalry  as  long  as 
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possible  to  save  tlie  section,  but  in  vain,  as  no  one  at  the  howitzers  would 
obey  orders.  I then  ordered  Captain  Stange  to  put  another  section  of 
his  that  had  arrived  in  battery,  and  open  upon  the  enemy,  which,  had 
he  done,  the  other  section  of  howitzers  could  have  been  saved;  but,  in- 
stead of  obeying  orders,  he  fell  back,  and  even  failed  to  fire  from  where 
he  was,  which  was  an  excellent  range  lor  grape  and  canister.  I can 
assure  the  commanding  general  the  loss  of  these  two  guns  is  attributable 
to  the  officers  in  charge,  and  the  unavoidable  confusion  in  the  cavalry, 
having  to  contend  with  a dismounted  enemy,  covered  by  a thick  forest. 
I believe  the  commanding  general  will  do  me  the  justice  to  say,  as  he  was 
himself  on  the  field  and  saw  part  of  my  efforts,  that  I exhausted  every 
means  in  my  power,  save  that  of  life,  to  rescue  these  guns.  I remained  on 
the  ground  until  my  horse  was  shot  three  times  under  me,  and  then  retired 
only  to  bring  up  my  own  regiment.  These  demonstrations  proved  that 
the  enemy  had  massed  his  heavy  forces  between  the  Bayou  Fourche 
and  the  Arkansas  Fiver.  I now  determined  to  fight  him  in  his  own  way, 
and  brought  up  the  Tenth  Illinois  and  Third  Missouri,  and  dismounted 
them  to  fight  on  foot,  in  three  lines.  The  first;  a line  of  skirmishers ; the 
second,  the  line  of  battle;  the  third,  a reserve ; my  right  resting  on  the 
beach  of  the  Arkansas  Fiver;  my  left  on  the  Bayou  Fourche.  It  now 
became  necessary  to  combine  all  my  forces  to  vanquish  a vaunting  and 
defiant  foe.  I therefore  ordered  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry  to  countermarch 
and  follow,  mounted,  at  a supporting  distance,  our  dismounted  lines. 
Before  withdrawing  the  First  Iowa,  I explained  to  Colonel  Merrill  the 
nature  and  connections  of  the  roads,  and  suggested  to  him  to  send  up 
liis  brigade  as  a substitute,  and  fall  on  the  rear  of  the  enemy  by  way  of 
tlie  levee,  and  I would  drive  back  and  capture  his  whole  force.  This 
result  seemed  to  me  inevitable,  if  this  movement  on  the  left  should  be 
made.  I now  returned  to  my  command,  gave  the  order  to  advance,  and 
in  a few  moments  a terrific  and  deadly  fire  prevailed  along  the  whole 
line  from  friend  and  foe.  Inch  by  inch  did  the  Tenth  Illinois,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Stuart  commanding,  and  the  Third  Missouri,  Capt.  J.  [JEL] 
Feed  commanding,  drive  back  the  stubborn  and  sullen  enemy.  When, 
by  the  advance  of  my  lines  upon  the  lost  ground  of  the  enemy,  and  by 
the  divergence  of  the  Fourche  to  the  left,  the  front  became  so  expanded 
that  our  scanty  troops  could  not  occupy  the  ground,  I ordered  portions 
of  the  First  Iowa  to  both  flanks  and  center,  where  they  did  heroic  service, 
giving  a general  impetus  to  our  whole  line.  When  our  advance  had 
reached  that  point  at  which  the  two  roads  intersect  on  our  left,  and  not 
finding  Colonel  Merrill’s  brigade  co-operating,  as  I expected,  I imme- 
diately ordered  Major  Caldwell  to  move  to  the  left,  in  a corn-field,  two  or 
three  squadrons,  who  at  once  unmasked  the  front  of  Colonel  Merrill’s 
brigade  by  driving  the  enemy  in  disorder,  and  capturing  a caisson  filled 
with  ammunition,  and  6 mules.  We  failed  of  any  co-operation  from  Colo- 
nel Merrill’s  brigade  on  the  north  side  of  the  bayou.  With  small-arms 
alone  did  we  contend  with  an  enemy  four  times  our  number,  supported 
and  encouraged  by  a battery  of  artillery,  which  sent  a steady  hail  of 
solid  shot,  grape,  and  canister  among  our  ranks.  Such  was  the  determi- 
nation and  impetuosity  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Second  Brigade,  that 
the  enemy  had  no  time  or  place  to  rest  until  he  had  been  driven  3 miles, 
through  the  woods  into  the  open  fields,  where  they  broke  and  fled  in 
the  utmost  disorder  and  confusion  in  the  direction  of  Little  Fock. 

The  Second  Brigade,  without  any  relief,  having  fought  on  foot  some 
three  hours,  and  traveled  some  3 miles,  being  perfectly  exhausted,  and 
their  horses  being  behind,  ceased  the  pursuit  in  2 miles  of  Little  Fock, 
while  other  portions  of  the  division  rode  into  the  city. 
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The  enemy  left  many  of  their  dead  upon  the  field,  some  of  whom  were 
devoured  by  hogs  before  we  could  inter  them. 

If  the  commanding  general  will  pardon  the  suggestion,  I would  say 
he  was  risking  too  much  in  riding  in  front  of  and  leading  our  lines  dur- 
ing the  battle. 

It  is  with  deep  melancholy  that  I mention  the  death  of  First  Lieut. 
Herbert  Eeed,  of  Company  E,  Third  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers.  He 
was  one  of  the  noblest  men  of  our  army.  He  fell  on  the  left  of  our  line 
by  a solid  shot  from  the  enemy’s  battery,  while  he  was  dislodging  it 
with  small  arms.  I regret  there  is  not  time  and  space  to  mention  by 
name  all  those  that  merit  the  highest  commendation.  I cannot  omit 
to  mention  the  names  of  the  following  regimental  and  battalion  com- 
manders, to  wit:  Major  Caldwell,  Major  [L.]  Chase,  and  Captain  Jenks, 
of  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry  ; Major  [E.  P.]  Shaw,  Captains  [S.  N.]  Hitt 
and  [W.  A.]  Chapin,  of  the  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry  ; Captain  [J.  H.] 
Eeed,  commanding  Third  Missouri  Cavalry,  and  his  battalion  com- 
manders, Captains  [J.  A.]  Lennon  and  [ J.  D.]  Crabtree,  all  tor  coolness, 
daring,  and  good  judgment.  It  is  due  especially  to  speak  of  the  general 
good  conduct  and  gallantry  of  the  men  and  officers  of  the  Second  Bri- 
gade. On  this  as  on  all  other  occasions  they  are  strangers  to  defeat. 

I now  desire  to  speak  in  the  most  especial  manner  in  commendation 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart,  commanding  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry,'  as 
one  of  the  most  accomplished,  brave,  and  self-sacrificing  officers  in  the 
cavalry  service.  I do  not  overrate  his  merits  when  I say  to-day  he 
should  wear  a star  for  his  long,  able,  and  faithful  services  to  his  country. 
My  staff  officers,  Captains  Freeman  and  Snelling  and  Lieutenants  White 
and  Haines,  are  worthy  the  most  honorable  mention  for  their  devotion, 
daring,  and  energy,  going  wherever  my  orders  directed  them,  regard- 
less of  every  danger. 

Accompanying,  I submit  a list  of  killed  and  wounded,  which  is  very 
light,  considering  the  length  of  time  and  the  obstinacy  of  the  contest. 
It  is  to  be  attributed  only  to  my  injunctions  that  the  men  should  shelter 
themselves  as  much  as  possible. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  GLOVEE, 

Colonel , Commanding  Second  Brigade , Cavalry  Division.. 

Lieut.  A.  S.  Montgomery, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Cavalry  Division. 


No.  11. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  Stuart , Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  of  engagement 

at  Bayou  Fourche . 

Little  Eock,  Ark.,  September  14,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Tenth  Illinois  Volunteers,  under  my  command,  dur- 
ing the  engagement  near  Little  Eock,  Ark.,  September  10,  1863  : 

I was  ordered  by  you  to  move  my  regiment  to  the  front,  at  the  point 
of  woods,  and  to  deploy  one  sq.uadron  as  skirmishers  in  front,  with  a 
support.  I immediately  deployed  B squadron  as  skirmishers,  and  placed 
H squadron  as  a support  for  it.  I then  ordered  Major  [E.  P.]  Shaw,  whom 
I left  in  command  of  the  balance  of  the  regiment,  to  march  it  in  column 
of  platoons  close  along  the  bank  of  the  river.  My  motive  for  directing 
the  latter  movement  was  to  guard  against  a repulse  of  B and  H squad- 
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rons,  which  I then  ordered  to  advance  and  attack  the  enemy,  believing 
at  the  time  that  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  was  all  I had  to  cope  with  at 
that  point;  and  being  informed  by  you  that  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry  would 
move  on  the  left-hand  road  along  the  bayou,  and  attack  the  enemy  on 
the  center,  while  the  First  Brigade  would  move  on  the  extreme  left  flank, 
and  attack  them  there,  I moved  my  command  up  rapidly  and  opened 
the  attack,  the  enemy  keeping  up  a sharp  fire  from  their  mounted  skir- 
mishers, whom  we  drove  into  a line  of  dismounted  men  in  ambush,  who 
opened  with  such  a murderous  fire  on  my  two  squadrons  as  to  cause  them 
to  fall  back,  and,  through  some  error,  the  balance  of  the  regiment  was 
deployed  right  front  into  line  instead  of  left  into  line,  as  I directed,  and 
which  would  have  brought  them  under  the  shelter  of  the  river  bank, 
and  enabled  me  to  protect  the  other  two  companies  in  falling  back.  The 
consequence  was  that  they  were  exposed  to  a severe  fire  from  the  enemy, 
and  fell  into  some  confusion.  At  that  time  I ordered  Captain  Stange 
to  withdraw  his  howitzers.  He  said  he  could  not  move  them  without 
orders  from  you.  He  then  galloped  to  the  rear,  leaving  them.  I then 
ordered  the  men  to  run  them  out  by  hand,  but  they  all  got  under  the 
gun  carriages  and  did  not  obey.  I then  rallied  and  brought  up  Com- 
panies B and  H to  their  support,  and  while  in  the  act  of  bringing  up 
Company  E,  I received  a slight  contusion  by  a rifle  ball  on  the  head, 
and  before  I recovered  from  the  effect  of  it,  the  enemy  had  possession 
of  the  two  howitzers.  I then  reformed  my  regiment,  and  dismounted 
them  by  your  order ; formed  them  into  line  of  battle,  and  again  attacked 
the  enemy,  driving  them  several  miles,  and  completely  routing  them. 

I would  likewise  beg  to  state  that,  being  left  entirely  without  support, 
and  the  attack  on  the  left  not  having  been  made,  as  you  gave  me  to  un- 
derstand would  be,  simultaneous  with  mine,  the  enemy  was  enabled  to 
concentrate  all  his  forces  against  me;  consequently  the  disorder  in  my 
ranks  and  the  loss  of  the  howitzers.  Had  Captain  Stange  moved  the 
two  howitzers  to  the  rear  when  I directed  it,  or  had  the  howitzers  in 
the  rear  been  placed  in  position  to  command  the  river  bank  between 
the  woods  and  the  howitzers  in  advance,  which  could  have  been  done 
without  any  danger  to  them,  and  fired  a few  charges  of  canister,  the 
enemy  could  not  have  taken  the  guns;  but  instead  of  that,  they  galloped 
off  the  field,  until  I brought  them  up  with  a cocked  pistol  at  the  drivers’ 
heads,  to  compel  them  to  bring  their  pieces  to  the  front,  but  too  late  to 
save  the  other  howitzers.* 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  STUABT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 


No.  12. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  Anderson,  First  Iowa  Cavalry , of  skirmish 
and  action  at  Bayou  Meto. 

Camp  near  Brownsville,  Ark.,  August  28,  1863. 
General:  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  pai  t 
taken  by  the  First  Regiment  Cavalry  Iowa  Volunteers  in  the  opera- 
tions of  the  26th  and  27th  instant : 

On  the  evening  of  the  25th,  I received  an  order  from  Colonel  Glover, 
commanding  Second  Brigade,  cavalry  division,  to  report  at  daylight 
on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  with  my  entire  effective  force,  to  General 


Nominal  list  of  casualties  omitted.  See  p.  482. 
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Davidson,  commanding  cavalry  division.  At  daylight  on  the  morning 
of  the  2Gth,  I reported  with  my  regiment,  and  was  assigned  the  ad- 
vance on  the  road  leading  from  Brownsville  to  Bayou  Meto. 

Squadrons  D,  E,  F,  and  G,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Captain 
[J.  D.]  Jenks,  were  sent  forward  as  advance  line  of  skirmishers,  and 
came  upon  the  enemy’s  pickets  soon  after  passing  our  own  outposts,  to 
which  place  they  had  been  driven  on  the  evening  of  the  25th. 

The  regiment,  supported  by  the  Third  Missouri  Cavalry  and  a section 
of  artillery,  advanced  steadily,  driving  the  enemy  back  toward  their 
rifle-pits,  a distance  of  G miles.  No  casualties  occurred  during  the  day. 
The  enemy’s  loss  is  not  known.  Captain  [B.  S.]  Powell,  of  Marmaduke’s  j 
regiment  [division],  was  left  mortally  wounded  on  the  field. 

In  the  afternoon  we  returned  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  on  the 
road,  3 miles  from  Brownsville. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  regiment  moved  forward  in  rear  of 
the  Third  Missouri  Cavalry.  Squadron  E,  having  the  advance,  was  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers.  Squadrons  D and  F were  sent  to  reconnoiter  on 
the  left  of  the  main  road  leading  to  Bayou  Meto.  Squadrons  G and  H 
supported  the  advance  battery.  When  our  advance  had  driven  the 
enemy  out  of  his  camp  and  rifle-pits,  and  he  was  retreating  across  the 
bayou  at  the  bridge,  the  bridge  was  discovered  on  fire,  and  the  regiment 
was  ordered  by  General  Davidson,  commanding  division,  to  charge  with 
drawn  sabers,  and  save  the  bridge,  if  possible.  In  making  this  charge, 
the  regiment  was  exposed  to  a terrible  fire  from  the  enemy’s  artillery 
and  sharpshooters.  We  reached  the  bridge,  but  not  in  time  to  save  it; 
it  was  already  enveloped  in  flames.  The  enemy  were  strongly  posted 
in  rifle-pits  beyond,  and  their  batteries,  having  good  range,  were  well 
directed.  I then  dismounted  the  command  and  went  forward  on  foot. 
Never  have  I seen  greater  coolness  or  courage  displayed.  Not  a man 
flinched  from  performing  his  whole  duty  as  a brave  and  loyal  soldier. 
When  I had  ascertained  the  position  of  the  enemy  by  severe  skirmish- 
ing half  an  hour,  I withdrew  under  cover  of  the  hill  and  out  of  range  of 
their  guns.  In  the  charge  my  own  horse  was  shot  five  times,  and  many 
of  my  men  were  dismounted. 

The  following  is  a correct  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of 
the  regiment:  Squadron  A,  killed,  1 ; wounded,  3.  Squadron  B,  wounded, 

5.  Squadron  C,  wounded  and  missing,  1 ; wounded  6.  Squadron  E, 
wounded,  5.  Squadron  IC,  wounded  and  missing,  1;  wounded  3.  Squad- 
ron L,  wounded,  1.  Squadron  M,  wounded,  since  dead,  1 ; wounded,  1. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

DANIEL  ANDERSON, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  First  Iowa  Cavalry , Commanding. 

E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington , D.  C . 


No.  13. 

Report  of  Maj.  Joseph  IF.  Caldwell , First  Iowa  Cavalry , of  engagement 

at  Bayou  Fourclie. 

Little  Rock,  Aric.,  September  13,  18G3. 
General  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
action  of  the  First  Cavalry  Iowa  Volunteers  in  the  battle  of  the  10th 
instant: 

On  the  evening  of  the  0th  instant,  I received  orders  to  be  in  readiness 
to  move  early  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  with  the  effective  force  of  the 


Cjiai\  XXXIV.]  ADVANCE  UPON  LITTLE  LOCK,  ARK.,  ETC.  509 

regiment,  the  transportation  to  remain  behind,  under  the  direction  of  the 
regimental  quartermaster. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  regiment  marched  from  camp,  at  Ash- 
ley’s Mills,  at  G o’clock,  and  crossed  the  Arkansas  River  on  a pontoon 
bridge,  8 miles  below  Little  Rock.  We  were  at  once  assigned  the  ad- 
vance, with  orders  to  attack  and  drive  the  enemy,  who  was  well  posted 
on  the  direct  road  to  Little  Rock.  Squadrons  A,  L,  and  M,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Capt.  [J.  D.]  Jenks,  were  deployed  as  skirmish- 
ers. In  this  manner  we  moved  forward  2 miles,  through  corn-fields  and 
timber,  successfully  driving  the  enemy  from  every  position,  exposed 
most  of  the  time  to  a heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry.  At  this 
point,  the  Tenth  Illinois,  which  followed  in  supporting  distance,  became 
engaged  on  the  right,  and  lost  two  small  howitzers.  The  First  Iowa 
was  then  withdrawn  from  their  position  on  the  left,  and  moved  to  the 
right.  The  regiment  was  here  dismounted  and  moved  forward.  In  a 
corn-field  to  the  left  of  the  road  we  captured  G mules  and  a caisson 
filled  with  ammunition.  When  we  had  driven  the  enemy,  in  vastly 
superior  numbers,  beyond  the  house  now  occupied  by  Colonel  Glover  as 
his  headquarters,  having  fought  on  foot  3 miles,  facing  a tempest  of  lead 
and  iron  hail  unflinchingly,  almost  exhausted,  and  the  enemy  routed,  we 
were  relieved  by  the  Third  Brigade.  After  resting  a short  time,  we  were 
again  ordered  forward,  and  moved  into  Little  ^tock.  We  bivouacked 
for  the  night  in  a grove  in  the  south  part  of  the  city. 

I cannot  speak  too  well  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment.  Their 
conduct  was  unexceptionable,  and  characteristic  of  the  First  Iowa  Cav- 
alry. 

The  following  is  a correct  list  of  casualties  : Nominal  list  reports  1 
man  killed  and  1 officer  and  3 men  wounded.  We  captured  a few  pris- 
oners and  lost  some  horses. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

* J.  W.  CALDWELL, 

Major , Commanding  First  Regiment  Cavalry  Iowa  Volunteers . 

General  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  14. 

Reports  of  Col.  John  F.  Ritter , First  Missouri  Cavalry , commanding 
Reserve  Brigade , of  action  at  Bayou  Meto  and  engagement  at  Bayou 
Four  cine. 

Hdqrs.  Reserve  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division, 

Camp  near  Brownsville , Ark.,  August  29,  1863. 

* Adjutant  : In  compliance  with  request  from  division  headquarters, 
dated  August  28,  1863,  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  Reserve  Brigade  in  the  action  of  August  27, 18G3,  at  Bayou  Meto, 
Ark  : 

On  the  advance  upon  the  enemy  at  Bayou  Meto,  Ark.,  on  the  27th 
August,  1863,  the  Reserve  Brigade  was  ordered  to  support  the  First 
Brigade.  In  the  evening,  after  the  First  and  Secoud  Brigades  had  gone 
back  toward  Brownsville,  the  Reserve  Brigade  started  back,  leaving  at 
7.45  p.  m.,  and  arriving  at  camp,  near  Brownsville,  at  11.15  p.  in.,  not 
having  been  engaged. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Ritter  : 

W.  S.  HAMILTON, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  A djutant- General. 
Lieut.  A.  S.  Montgomery,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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Hdqrs.  Beserye  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division, 

Little  Bode,  Arte .,  September  17,  1863. 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  your  request  of  September  12,  I have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  brigade 
during  the  engagement  of  the  10th  instant: 

On  the  arrival  of  my  brigade  at  Ashley’s  Mills,  on  the  evening  of  the 
0th,  1 was  informed  by  General  Davidson  that  this  brigade  would  at- 
tempt ihe  crossing  of  the  Arkansas  at  Buck's  Ford.  About  sunset  1 
made  a personal  examination  of  the  ford,  and  found  the  enemy  posted 
on  the  opposite  side,  apparently  in  force.  Early  next  morning,  by  Gen- 
eral Davidson’s  order,  I marched  toward  the  ford  with  my  cavalry,  and 
sent  Clarkson’s  battery  into  a corn-field  to  a position  which  would  cover 
t he  crossing.  It  was  found  that  the  enemy  had  thrown  up  a considerable 
fortification  of  cotton  bales,  two  deep,  so  as  to  have  a raking  fire  on  the 
ford.  Not  knowing  where  their  batteries  might  be  posted,  or  whether 
this  fort  was  manned  by  infantry,  I sent  Captain  [I.  W.]  Fuller’s  com- 
pany (E),  First  Missouri  Cavalry,  to  draw  the  fire,  which  he  succeeded 
in  doing,  with  a loss  of  3 wounded  horses.  Clarkson’s  battery  then 
opened  upon  the  fort,  and,  after  a sharp  fire,  he  succeeded  in  setting 
the  cotton  on  fire  and  driving  the  enemy  from  the  place.  In  the  mean 
time  orders  were  received  from  General  Davidson  to  proceed  on  that 
side  of  the  river  and  cross  at  the  iiontoon  bridge,  2£  miles  above,  which 
was  effected  at  about  1 p.  m.,  the  cavalry  fording  above  the  bridge.  The 
men  of  Clarkson’s  battery  were  exposed  to  a broiling  sun,  and  4 or  5, 
also  Lieutenant  Clarkson  himself,  were  attacked  with  sun  stroke.  One 
man  wounded  and  2 horses  killed. 

A short  time  after  joining  General  Davidson,  the  brigade  was  ordered 
forward  to  relieve  the  First  and  Second  Brigades,  which  was  done  within 
a few  miles  of  Little  Bock.  After  proceeding  some  distance  without 
any  particular  skirmishing,  the  Third  Iowa  Cavalry  and  Thirteenth 
Illinois  Cavalry,  Majors  [G.]  Duffield  and  [L.]  Lippert  commanding,  were 
ordered  to  charge  into  the  city,  which  they  did,  driving  the  enemy  be- 
fore them,  the  First  Missouri  Cavalry  following.  After  this  there  was 
no  firing  until  the  First  Missouri  Cavalry  reached  the  upper  end  of 
town,  near  the  arsenal,  when  a sharp  fire  was  opened  from  the  enemy’s 
batteries  in  the  timber,  doing  no  damage,  however,  except  the  killing 
of  1 horse.  The  brigade  then  went  into  camp,  pushing  forward*  pickets 
on  the  Pine  Bluff  and  Arkadelphia  roads.  This  brigade  was  the  first 
to  enter  the  city,  under  the  orders  of  General  Davidson,  and  occupied 
the  west  end  of  the  city  during  the  night. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men 
throughout  the  entire  day  was  such  as  to  elicit  the  highest  praise,  and 
I cannot  forbear  mentioning  the  following  officers  by  name  as  worthy 
of  the  highest  eucomiums  : Capt.  J.  M.  Adams,  First  Missouri  Cavalry, 
brigade  inspector;  First  Lieut.  W.  T.  Hamilton,  acting  assistant  adju- 
tant-general; Capt.  I.  W.  Fuller,  First  Missouri  Cavalry;  Maj.  L.  Lip- 
pert,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry  ; Maj.  George  Duffield,  Third  Iowa 
Cavalry,  and  First  Lieut.  T.  S.  Clarkson,  battery.  The  battery  was 
particularly  exposed,  and  was  well  handled. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

JNO.  F.  B1TTEB, 

Colonel  First  Missouri  Cavalry , Commanding  Reserve  Brigade. 

Lieut.  A.  S.  Montgomery, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General !,  Cavalry  Division. 
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No.  15. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gustavus  A.  Eberhart , Thirty -second  Iowa  Infantry , of 

operations  August  1-27,  including  expedition  up  the  White  and  Little 

Red  Rivers , and  action  at  Bayou  Meto. 

Camp  at  Harrison’s  Landing, 

Bight  miles  below  Clarendon , August  18,  18G3. 

Dear  Colonel  : I wrote  you  last  at  Wittsburg,  about  the  30tli 
ultimo. 

On  the  1st  instant,  received  orders  to  march.  Started  at  noon ; 
reached  the  L’Anguille  Biver  at  noon  on  the  3d,  33  miles  from  Witts- 
burg. Captain  [T.]  De  Tar  informed  you  of  the  number  shipped  under 
Lieutenant  [A.]  Greer  to  Helena.  With  great  difficulty  they  rode  on 
the  boat ; that  hardly  any  one  was  well  enough  to  bear  the  motion  of 
the  boat,  although  the  day  previous  nothing  appeared  to  be  the  matter 
with  them. 

Left  theL’Anguille  on  the  5th.  Beached  Clarendon,  after  a march  of 
53  miles,  on  the  8th. 

Oh  the  9th,  gunboats  2,  3,  G,  and  10  came  up.  While  we  were  there 
our  detachment  was  kept  busy  going  out  with  forage  trains. 

On  the  12th,  received  orders  to  take  the  detachment  on  board  gun- 
boats Cricket  (G)  and  Marmora  (2).  Embarked  at  dark  Companies  A 
and  D,  under  Captain  De  Tar,  on  board  the  Cricket ; Companies  F and 
G,  myself  in  command,  on  the  Marmora. 

At  3 a.  m.,  13th  instant,  we  moved  up  the  river,  accompanied  by  the 
gunboat  Lexington.  Captain  Bache  was  in  command  of  the  fleet.  At 
Des  Arc  we  took  some  citizens,  and  burned  a large  warehouse  contain- 
ing a quantity  of  Confederate  States  Army  property.  While  there,  by 
request  of  Captain  Bache,  I went  on  board  the  Lexington  during  the 
rest  of  the  trip.  Anchored  at  the  mouth  of  Little  Bed  that  night. 

Next  morning  the  Cricket  went  up  Little  Bed  Biver  in  search  of  two 
Confederate  steamers.  We  continued  up  White  Biver  until  12  m.,  at 
which  time  we  arrived  at  Augusta.  Threw  out  skirmishers  around 
the  town,  but  found  no  soldiers.  After  remaining  there  about  half  an 
hour,  we  started  on  our  return  down  the  river  5 came  to  the  mouth 
of  Little  Bed  about  3 p.  m.,  when,  seeing  nothing  of  the  Cricket,  the 
Lexington  started  up  in  search  of  her.  (Marmora  anchored  until  we 
returned.)  When  up  the  river  about  20  miles,  we  met  her,  with  the  two 
boats  she  went  after.  Shortly  after  she  left  us  in  the  morning,  the  cap- 
tain ascertained,  from  some  negroes  on  shore,  that  one  of  them  was 
about  an  hour  and  a half  ahead  of  him,  she  having  laid  near  us  in  the 
river  during  the  night. 

The  Cricket  continued  up  the  river  about  40  miles,  when,  turning  a 
bend,  came  in  sight  of  the  town  of  Searcy,  the  two  boats,  and  a good 
pontoon  bridge  across  the  river.  Took  possession  of  the  boats  without 
trouble.  Company  D was  thrown  out  around  the  town.  Company  A, 
under  Lieutenant  [M.]  Ackerman,  piled  up  the  bridge  and  burned  it, 
leaving  part  of  Marmaduke’s  force  yet  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  A 
crew  was  placed  on  the  prize  steamers  (Tom  Sugg  and  Kaskaskia),  and 
Company  D placed  on  the  two  boats,  Company  A remaining  on  the 
Cricket,  Lieutenant  [W.  D.]  Templin  on  the  Kaskaskia,  and  Lieutenant 
[B.  J.]  Shannon  on  the  Tom  Sugg.  When  .10  miles  below  Searcy,  on 
their  return,  they  were  fired  into  by  about  500  of  Marmaduke’s  men. 
The  fight  lasted  about  twenty  minutes,  along  the  bank,  our  boys  pitch- 
ing into  them  in  fine  style.  The  pilot  of  the  Kaskaskia  was  wounded 
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in  tlie  arm  and  head.  The  boat  swung  around,  hut  the  rebels  were 
driven  away  before  she  could  go  ashore,  and  the  Cricket  took  her  in 
tow.  It  was  very  warm  work,  the  firing  being  at  a distance  of  about 
30  yards.  Company  D had  G wounded  (1  mortally — George  Fox — died 
that  night).  The  rebels  had  a great  many  more  hurt,  for  they  were 
seen  to  fall  in  a peculiar  manner.  Ten  miles  below  the  scene  of  the 
tight  we  met  them,  turned  around,  and  accompanied  them  down.  We 
had  not  made  more  than  5 miles  when  we  were  again  attacked  by  a 
number  of  them.  Our  boys  again  fed  them  pretty  well.  No  one  hurt 
with  us.  The  Cricket  opened  with  her  howitzers;  the  old  Lexington 
with  her  8-incli  guns,  which  must  have  given  them  such  a scare  as  they 
never  had  before,  for  they  left  very  suddenly.  We  received  quite  a 
number  of  shots  on  the  Lexington,  but  no  one  was  hurt.  Anchored  for 
the  night  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Next  day  (15th)  returned  to  Clar- 
endon, firing  occasional  shots  at  rebel  pickets  seen  on  shore. 

Captain  Bache  and  myself  waited  on  the  general  (Davidson)  to  make 
our  reports.  He  (the  general)  was  tickled  wonderfully  at  the  unex- 
pected success  of  the  expedition,  as  we  did  not  think  of  getting  the 
boats,  which  we  supposed  would  be  up  some  bayou,  where  we  could 
not  run.  The  general  now  thinks  a great  deal  of  the  detachment,  but 
gives  us,  in  consequence,  plenty  to  do,  for,  on  the  lGth,  received  orders 
to  report,  with  the  command  and  baggage  train,  at  the  transports 
After  loading  with  part  of  the  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry  and  our  de- 
tachment, we  ran  to  this  place,  landed  about  dark,  and  threw  the  troops 
out,  who  were  fired  into  by  the  pickets  of  the  rebels. 

At  2 a.  m.  yesterday,  Major  [L.]  Lippert,  with  the  Thirteenth  Illinois 
Cavalry,  started  out  on  the  Little  Bock  road,  met  some  of  the  enemy  2 
miles  out,  had  a running  fight  about  5 miles,  and  sent  in  for  re-enforce- 
ments.  I went  out,  with  parts  of  three  companies,  about  3 miles,  the 
place  designated  for  me  to  stay  until  further  orders;  remained  there 
until  about  3.30  p.  m.,  when  they  returned,  and  we  came  in. 

This  morning  Lieutenants  [J.]  Devine  and  [W.  L.]  Carpenter,  John 
Courtney,  a man  from  Company  F,  and  two  contrabands,  went  out  to 
get  some  things  for  the  officers7  mess.  They  traveled  outside  the  pickets, 
and  ran  into  9 rebel  pickets;  had  to  run  for  it;  succeeded  in  getting 
to  our  lines.  Courtney  has  just  completed  his  report  .of  the  fun.  He 
came  in  ahead.  The  others  have  not  yet  arrived.  It  will  probably  be 
a good  thing  lor  them.  I only  consented  to  their  going  out  where  we 
were  yesterday,  because  Major  L.  [Lippert]  stated  that  his  pickets  were 
at  that  place. 

Yours,  most  truly, 

G.  A.  EBEKHABT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Thirty -second  Iowa  Infantry . 

Col.  John  Scott, 

Thirty -second  Iowa , Columbus , Ky. 


Hdqks.  Detachment  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Brownsville , ArL,  August  29,  1863. 

Colonel:  On  the  27th  instant,  when  the  advance  was  made  to  feel 
the  strength  of  the  enemy,  my  detachment  was  ordered  forward  with 
the  battery  in  the  advance  brigade. 

The  enemy  was  found  within  about  3 miles  of  Bayou  Meto,  when  we 
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were  ordered  to  form  on  the  left  of  the  main  road.  Three  Squadrons 

of  the  Third  Missouri  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Major , were 

then  dismounted  and  attached  to  my  command,  and  formed  on  my  left. 
After  throwing  out  Company  D,  Thirty-second  Iowa,  and  a platoon  of 
the  Third  Missouri  Cavalry  as  skirmishers,  we  advanced,  driving  the 
enemy  before  us  until  we  were  in  possession  of  his  rifle-pits,  within 
a half  mile  of  the  bayou.  My  command  was  then  thrown  forward  to 
the  bayou,  where  we  remained  about  three  hours,  getting  an  occasional 
shot  at  the  enemy  concealed  on  the  other  side.  At  5 p.  m.  we  were  ordered 
back  to  support  the  batteries  then  in  position.  The  detachment  of  the 
Third  Missouri  Cavalry  was  then  ordered  to  rejoin  the  regiment. 

My  detachment  remained  until  the  battery  was  withdrawn,  when  we 
* received  orders  from  you  to  retire  from  the  field.  Officers  and  men  in 
both  detachments  under  my  command  conducted  themselves  in  a cred- 
itable manner  during  the  day.  Casualties  in  the  Thirty-second  Iowa 
were  as  follows : Killed,  Private  Robert  Atkinson,  Company  D ; wounded, 
John  W.  Kearby,  private,  Company  D,  severely  in  thigh,  and  Samuel 
B.  Williams,  private,  Company  D,  severely  in  breast. 

The  detachment  of  the  Third.  Missouri  Cavalry  lost  2 or  3 killed  and 
wounded,  whose  names  will  probably  appear  in  the  report  of  that  regi- 
ment. 

I am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  EBERHART, 

Major , Commanding  Detachment. 

Colonel  Ritter, 

Commanding  Reserve  Brigade. 


Jo.  16. 

Report  of  Col.  Adolph  Fngelmann , Forty-third  Illinois  Infantry , com- 
manding Second  Division , of  engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Arkansas  Expedition, 

Near  Little  Rock , Ark.,  September  15,  1863. 

Lieutenant  : 1 beg  leave  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  instruc- 
tions received  from  the  major-general  commanding,  on  the  morning  of 
the  10th  instant,  at  3.30  o’clock,  I left  the  camp  at  Ink  Bayou  with  the 
Third  Minnesota  Infantry  and  Eleventh  Ohio  Battery,  and  proceeded 
to  a point  on  the  Arkansas  River  7 miles  below  Little  Rock,  where,  dur- 
ing the  night,  General  Davidson  had  been  making  preparations  to  con- 
struct a pontoon  bridge.  The  battery  had  its  position  assigned  it  by 
Colonel  Caldwell,  chief  of  staff  to  General  Davidson,  the  Third  Min- 
nesota being  posted  on  its  right  as  its  support.  I then  proceeded  to 
make  a reconnaissance  of  the  position.  The  other  troops  of  the  division 
now  arriving,  were  placed  in  position;  the  Second  Brigade,  Col.  O.  Wood 
commanding,  to  cover  the  construction  of  the  bridge ; the  First  Bri- 
gade, Colonel  [W.  H.]  Graves  commanding,  to  guard  the  approach  from 
Little  Rock. 

I beg  leave  to  exhibit  herewith  a plat # showing  the  positions  of  the 
regiments  and  batteries  of  my  command.  The  construction  of  the  bridge 
was  well  advanced,  when  a battery  of  the  enemy,  concealed  in  the  woods 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  opened  fire.  It  was  speedily  silenced 

* See  p.  515. 
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by  our  batteries.  The  bridge  being  completed,  at  the  request  of  Gen- 
eral Davidson,  the  Fortieth  Iowa  and  Twenty- seventh  Wisconsin  Begi- 
ments  were  ordered  across,  to  take  possession  of  the  woods  in  which  the 
enemy’s  battery  had  been  concealed.  Immediately  preceding  the  cross- 
ing of  the  regiments,  I ordered  the  whole  of  the  Eleventh  Ohio  Battery 
and  the  two  rifled  pieces  of  the  Fifth  Ohio  Battery  to  throw  shell  into 
the  woods  to  be  occupied.  The  two  regiments  advanced  with  alacrity 
across  the  half  mile  of  sand,  and  without  opposition  took  possession  of 
the  woods  beyond. 

Large  bodies  of  the  enemy  were  now  to  be  seen  moving  at  a great 
distance  beyond.  Both  batteries  were,  by  the  suggestion  of  General 
Davidson,  ordered  to  keep  up  a brisk  fire  with  their  rifled  pieces.  Their 
practice  at  this  great  distance,  being  at  least  2 miles,  was  very  com-  J 
mendable,  many  of  the  shells  dropping  in  the  midst  of  the  enemy.  At 
this  time  the  skirmishers  thrown  out  on  the  right  flank  of  the  Eighteenth 
Illinois  Volunteers  were  fired  upon  by  a small  party  of  the  enemy.  The 
fire  being  returned,  the  latter  retired. 

General  Davidson’s  command  having  crossed  the  river,  the  two  in- 
fantry regiments  were  called  back ; and,  in  compliance  with  instructions 
received,  the  Fortieth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry  was  left  as  a guard  at 
the  bridge,  whilst  the  division  advanced  with  the  column,  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  General  Steele,  on  the  road  to  Little  Bock. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  record  the  efficient  manner  in  which  I was 
assisted  by  Colonels  Graves  and  W ood,  commanding  brigades,  and  by  the 
officers  composing  my  staff.  D.  H.  Brush,  late  colonel  of  the  Eighteenth 
Illinois  Volunteers,  rendered  me  valuable  service  as  volunteer  aide-de- 
camp.  To  Col.  William  H.  Graves  I am  indebted  for  the  excellent 
position  held  by  his  brigade  oh  the  road  to  Little  Bock. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  regard,  vours, 

ADOLPH  ENGELMANN, 

Colonel  Forty-third  Regiment  Illinois  Vols.,  Comdg.  Division. 

George  O.  Sokalski, 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Cavalry , and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


515 


Ctur.  XXXIV.]  ADVANCE  UPON  LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK.,  ETC. 


516 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV 


No.  17. 

Itinerary  of  the  First  Brigade , Second  Division , Col.  William  H.  Graves 
commanding , August  1- September  11.* 

August  1. — The  last  of  this  brigade,  then  consisting  of  the  Forty- 
third,  Sixty-first,  and  One  hundred  and  sixth  Illinois,  and  Twelfth  Mich- 
igan Eegiments  of  Infantry,  arrived  at  Helena,  Ark.  [from  Snyder’s 
Bluff],  and  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  2 miles  below 
the  town. 

August  6. — The  Eighteenth  and  Fifty -fourth  Illinois  Kegiments  as- 
signed to  the  brigade. 

August  8. — The  Fifth  Ohio  Battery  assigned.  During  the  expedition 
men  were  detailed  from  the  infantry  to  make  the  battery  effective  for. 
field  service. 

August  13-17. — Marched  from  Helena  to  Clarendon.  The  men  suffered 
from  heat,  and  from  the  want  of  water  and  medicines. 

August  22. — Crossed  White  Biver. 

August  24. — Arrived  at  Devall’s  Bluff. 

September  1. — Brigade  left  Devall’s  Bluff,  and  marched  20  miles  to- 
ward Brownsville. 

September  2. — Arrived  at  Brownsville  and  encamped. 

September  G. — Marched  from  Brownsville  to  Bayou  Meto. 

September  7. — Marched  to  Ink  Bayou,  about  3 miles  from  Arkansas 
Biver  and  12  miles  from  Little  Bock. 

September  10. — Broke  camp  at  4 a.  m.,  and  moved  to  a point  on  Ar- 
kansas Biver  about  12  miles  below  Little  Bock,  where  a pontoon  bridge 
was  being  constructed,  and  a considerable  body  of  cavalry  and  some 
artillery  occupied  the  opposite  shore $ but  no  enemy  made  his  appear- 
ance on  the  north  side  of  the  river.  The  rebel  battery  opened  on  one 
of  the  regiments  as  it  was  marching  past  the  bridge  to  take  up  a posi- 
tion, but  was  soon  silenced  by  the  artillery  of  this  and  other  brigades. 
No  casualties  occurred.  In  the  afternoon  the  brigade  moved  to  a point 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Arkansas  Biver,  1 J miles  below  Little  Bock, 
and  on  the  11th  went  into  camp. 


No.  18. 


Itinerary  of  the  Second  Brigade , Second  Division , Col,  Oliver  Wood  com- 
manding, August  13- September  10. t 

August  13-31. — The  brigade  has  marched  from  Helena  to  Clarendon, 
54  miles,  and  thence  to  Devall’s  Bluff,  22  miles. 

September  1-2. — Marched  from  Devall’s  Bluff  to  Brownsville. 
September  7. — Marched  from  Brownsville  to  Ink  Bayou. 

September  10. — Marched  from  Ink  Bayou  to  Little  Bock,  occupying 
that  place  on  the  same  evening.  No  casualties  during  the  engagements. 


*From  “Record  of  Events”  on  returns  of  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Arkansas 
expedition,  for  August,  and  of  Third  Brigade,  Kimball’s  division,  Army  of  Arkansas, 
for  September,  1863.  Kimball’s  division  was  organized  September  13,  1863,  True’s 
brigade  becoming  the  First,  Engelmann’s  (formerly  Wood’s)  the  Second,  and  Graves’ 
the  Third. 

tFrom  “Record  of  Events”  on  the  brigade  returns  for  August  and  September,  1863. 
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NT  o.  19. 

Report  of  Col.  Christopher  C.  Andrews , Third  Minnesota  Infantry , Sec- 
ond Brigade , of  engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche. 

Capitol,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  September  11,  1863. 

General  : I embrace  the  first  opportunity  to  report,  for  your  infor- 
mation, the  part  taken  by  the  Third  Regiment  in  the  operations  of  yes- 
terday, resulting  in  the  complete  rout  of  the  rebel  army  and  the  capture 
of  Little  Rock. 

During  the  8th  and  9th  instant,  our  forces  were  in  camp  9 miles  below 
Little  Rock,  and  2J  miles  from  the  Arkansas  River. 

At  8 o’clock  on  the  evening  of  the  9th,  I was  notified  that  a general 
movement  against  the  enemy  would  be  made  the  next  day ; that  the 
Second  Division,  commanded  by  Colonel  [A.]  Engelmann,  of  the  Forty- 
third  Illinois,  would  be  in  the  advance,  and  that  my  regiment  would 
be  the  advance  of  the  division.  I was  ordered  to  be  ready  to  march  at 
3 o’clock  in  the  morning.  Accordingly,  at  3 o’clock  yesterday  morning, 
we  moved  out  from  camp,  followed  immediately  by  the  Eleventh  Ohio 
Battery,  and  proceeded  to  a point  on  the  Arkansas  River  about  7 miles 
below  Little  Rock,  which  had  been  selected  for  a pontoon  bridge.  It 
was  beginning  to  be  daylight  when  we  arrived.  We  found  the  grading 
of  the  high  bank  of  the  river  nearly  finished,  preparatory  to  laying  the 
bridge,  and  could  just  discern  mounted  scouts  of  the  enemy  on  the  oppo- 
site shore,  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  800  yards  distant.  In  obedience 
to  orders,  we  moved  up  a short  distance  above  the  proposed  crossing, 
taking  position  in  the  edge  of  a corn-field,  on  the  right  of  the  road  and 
behind  a low  levee,  which  answered  the  purpose  of  a breastwork.  Im- 
mediately caused  some  of  the  best  sharpshooters  from  each  company  to 
get  position  in  front  under  cover,  and  well  secluded  from  the  enemy. 
This  arrangement  met  the  cordial  approval  of  the  division  commander. 
The  Eleventh  Ohio  Battery  of  six  pieces  took  position  on  our  immediate 
left,  and  extended  to  where  the  pontoon  was  about  to  belaid.  We  did 
not  then  know  the  force  of  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  bank,  as  he  had 
the  advantage  of  woods,  but  have  since  learned  that  he  had  two  bat- 
teries of  artillery,  supported  by  infantry.  We  had  orders  not  to  fire 
until  he  commenced.  Supposing  it  to  be  his  purpose  to  obstruct  the 
laying  of  the  bridge,  we  had  every  reason  to  apprehend  his  opening  fire 
almost  any  minute,  and  we  remained  watching  his  movements.  The 
place  selected  for  the  bridge  was  where  the  river  is  unusually  narrow. 
It  there  winds  close  to  the  bank  on  which  we  were  posted,  forming  an 
extensive  bend,  and  leaving  at  its  present  low  stage  a sand-bar  about 
600  yards  in  width  between  the  channel  and  the  opposite  bank,  on  which 
the  enemy  was  concealed.  The  line  of  battle  for  our  forces  was,  there- 
fore, much  in  the  form  of  a crescent.  About  half  an  hour  after  the 
Third  Regiment  had  taken  position,  the  rest  of  our  forces  continued  to 
move  up.  Two  batteries  were  also  posted,  one  about  half  a mile  on  the 
left  and  the  other  half  a mile  on  the  right  of  the  Eleventh  Ohio,  which 
was  in  the  center. 

I have  described  our  line  of  battle  with  some  particularity,  that  it  may 
appear  more  plainly  how  effective  was  the  cross-fire  of  our  artillery. 

Where  the  pontoon  was  being  constructed  the  river  was  between  100 
and  200  yards  wide,  and  when  the  bridge  was  little  more  than  half  done 
the  enemy  opened  on  us  with  his  artillery.  Our  batteries  responded,  and, 
soon  getting  good  range,  made  it  quite  too  uncomfortable  for  the  enemy. 
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There  was  but  little  firing  of  small-arms  on  either,  side,  and  none  by 
the  Third  Regiment,  except  the  sharpshooters  in  advance. 

The  enemy’s  fire  was  chiefly  directed  at  the  bridge  and  the  Eleventh 
Ohio  Battery,  and  we  being  close  to  the  latter,  many  of  his  shells  and 
solid  shots  came  in  sufficiently  close  proximity  to  us.  It  appeared, 
however,  to  be  only  too  welcome  sport  for  our  boys  to  dodge  them. 

The  artillery  firing  continued  with  few  intermissions  for  about  an 
hour,  during  which  time  the  Third  was  under  the  enemy’s  fire,  but  for- 
tunately suffered  no  casualties  whatever.  The  behavior  of  officers  and 
men  alike  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 

The  bridge  was  completed  and  the  crossing  commenced  at  about  10  j 
o’clock.  Two  infantry  regiments,  the  Twenty-seventh  Wisconsin  and 
Fortieth  Iowa,  first  crossed  in  excellent  order,  and  were  followed  by 
General  Davidson’s  cavalry  division  on  the  bridge,  a part  also  fording. 

It  would  be  digressing  from  the  object  of  this  report  to  relate  matters 
as  to  the  crossing,  and  I will  only  say  that,  after  the  cavalry  division 
had  crossed,  the  infantry  regiments  returned.  This  successful  feint,  de- 
vised by  Major-General  Steele,  of  crossing  ail  our  forces  at  that  point, 
surprised  the  enemy,  who  hastily  abandoned  his  fortifications  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river  from  Little  Rock,  and  retreated  through  the 
city  and  toward  the  southwest.  His  rear  guard  opposed  some  resistance 
to  our  columns,  which  pushed  forward  at  noon  on  each  bank  of  the  river, 
and  there  were  frequent  halts  and  skirmishes  during  the  afternoon  march. 

It  was  not  until  about  8 in  the  evening  that  the  Third  Regiment,  having 
been  upon  the  alert  nineteen  successive  hours  in  the  heat  and  dust,  was 
allowed  to  halt  and  bivouac,  1J  miles  below  the  town. 

The  next  morning,  at  7,  our  division  commander  in  person  notified  me 
to  march  into  Little  Rock,  and  report  to  General  Davidson.  We  there- 
fore immediately  proceeded  into  town,  crossing  on  the  pontoon  bridge 
erected  by  the  enemy,  and  which  he  had  un successfully  attempted'to  burn. 

Immediately  on  entering  the  town,  the  major-general  commanding  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  selected  the  Third  Minnesota  Regiment  as  one 
of  two  infantry  regiments  to  come  into  the  city  on  duty,  because  of  its 
efficiency  and  good  discipline.  We  then  proceeded  in  column  by  com- 
pany to  the  capitol,  where  we  are  comfortably  quartered,  thankful  that, 
after  a summer  of  hardship,  and,  we  may  hope,  honorable  toils,  fortune 
does  not  desert  us. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  0.  ANDREWS, 

Colonel , Commanding  Third  Minnesota  Volunteers. 

General  Oscar  Malmros,  Adjutant-General , Minnesota. 


No.  20. 

Itinerary  of  brigade  commanded  by  Col.  James  M.  True , September  1-10.* 
September  1. — Left  Clarendon,  Ark. 

September  2. — Reached  Brownsville,  Ark.  (38  miles),  joining  the  forces 
under  Major-General  Steele. 

September  8. — Marched  toward  Little  Rock. 

September  9. — Remained  in  camp  at  Ashley’s  Mills. 

September  10. — Took  the  advance  of  the  force  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
river,  moving  on  Little  Rock.  During  tbe  afternoon,  Battery  A,  Third 

* From  “Remarks  and  Record  of  Events/’  return  of  First  Brigade.  Kimball’s 
division,  Army  of  Arkansas,  for  September  30, 1863. 
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Illinois  Light  Artillery  [Vaughn’s],  afforded  material  aid  to  our  force  On 
the  opposite  bank,  who  were  constantly  opposed  by  the  enemy.  Several 
hundred  rounds  were  fired,  mostly  at  long  range,  but  with  marked  good 
effect.  The  brigade  was  in  range  and  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s 
artillery  for  some  time,  but  sustained  no  loss  therefrom.  Two  men  of 
Battery  A were  dangerously  wounded  by  a premature  explosion  of  a 
howitzer  shell  from  a battery  in  action  near  by.  The  brigade  arrived 
opposite  Little  Bock  at  sunset. 


No.  21. 

Report  of  Capt.  Thomas  F.  Vaughn , Independent  Battery , Illinois  Light 
Artillery , of  engagement  at  Bayou  Fourclie. 

Hdqrs.  Batt.  A,  Third  Begt.  Illinois  Light  Arty., 

Camp  opposite  Little  Bock,  Ark.,  September  14,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  suggestions  of  Colonel  Chetlain, 
I respectfully  make  the  following  statement  in  regard  to  the  part  Bat- 
tery A took  in  the  battle  at  Little  Bock,  Thursday,  10th  instant : 

The  battery  left  Ashley’s  Mills  at  10  a.  m.,  with  the  brigade  to  which  it 
is  attached,  the  Forty-ninth  Begiment  Illinois  Infantry  being  in  advance. 
We  moved  up  the  right  bank  of  the  river  for  about  4 miles.'  Soon  after  2 
o’clock,  I received  an  order  to  move  forward  the  right  section  to  shell 
the  woods  and  a point  of  land  which  made  out  into  the  river,  which  I 
iudged  to  be  about  1 J miles  distant,  and  elevated  the  piece  accordingly 

degrees.  Finding  it  fell  short,  I elevated  another  degree.  This  sheil 
did  reach.  I then  turned  the  elevating  screw  way  down,  which  is  9^ 
degrees,  the  full  elevation  without  sinking  the  trail ; the  shell  fell  short. 
I was  deceived  in  estimating  the  distance,  but  could  have  placed  a shell 
there  had  I been  allowed  to  sink  the  trail,  to  bring  the  piece  to  the 
proper  elevation.  We  continued  moving  up  by  sections  to  the  front, 
advancing  from  500  to  1,000  yards  at  a time,  as  the  nature  of  the  ground 
would  admit,  the  left  section  advancing  as  the  right  got  into  action.  The 
last  2 miles  we  moved  up  with  great  rapidity,  and  I have  reason  to  believe 
rendered  good  service  to  General  Davidson’s  division  (wrho  was  engag- 
ing the  enemy  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river),  completely  breaking  up 
the  enemy’s  line  of  battle  twice,  producing  disorder,  and  the  tallest  kind 
of  skedaddling. 

Five  commanding  officers,  14  non-commissioned  officers,  and  100  pri- 
vates were  in  the  engagement ; all  of  whom  did  their  duty  most  nobly, 
working  their  guns  with  great  rapidity  and  precision.  We  were  about 
three  hours  in  action,  and  fired  8 canister,  292  shell,  14  shot ; total  314 
rounds. 

Privates  Joseph  Yliet  and  Charles  F.  Mentemeyer  were  dangerously 
wounded  by  the  explosion  of  a shell  fired  from  a mountain  howitzer  by 
a detachment  of  cavalry,  which  was  placed  too  near  No.  1 gun.  Men- 
temeyer died  yesterday  morning,  13th  instant.  Yliet  still  lingers,  but 
there  is  not  the  slightest  chance  for  him  to  recover.  This  is  the  first 
battle  in  which  the  battery  has  been  engaged.  We  were  with  General 
Brayman  last  December  in  the  chase  after  Forrest,  and  shelled  the  rebs 
at  Bolivar,  December  25,  1862. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

T.  F.  YAUGHN, 

Captain , Commanding. 

Colonel  True,  Commanding  Third  Brigade » 
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No.  22. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Sterling  Price , C.  S.  Army , commanding  District  of 
Arkansas , including  operations  July  24- September  25. 

Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

Gamp  Bragg , November  20, 18G3. 

Colonel  : I liave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  mil- 
itary operations  which  terminated  on  September  10  in  the  evacuation  of 
Little  Rock  by  the  forces  then  under  my  command : 

Having  been  notified  on  July  23  that  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  de- 
sired to  relinquish  his  command  to  me  during  the  continuance  of  his 
severe  illness,  I left  Des  Arc,  the  then  headquarters  of  my  division,  the 
same  day,  and  having  reached  Little  Rock  the  next,  assumed  command 
of  the  District  of  Arkansas.  Being  satisfied  that  the  enemy  was  about 
to  advance  in  heavy  force  upon  Little  Rock,  I sent  orders  the  same  day 
to  Brigadier- General  Frost,  commanding  the  defenses  of  the  Lower  Ar- 
kansas, near  Pine  Bluff,  to  move  at  once  with  his  infantry  and  artillery 
to  Little  Rock.  Orders  were  also  sent  on  that  day  to  Brigadier-General 
Fagan,  upon  whom  the  command  of  my  division  (Fagan’s,  Parsons’,  and 
McRae’s  brigades  of  infantry)  had  devolved,  directing  him  to  withdraw 
his  forces  from  Searcy  and  Des  Arc,  and  to  take  position  upon  Bayou 
Meto,  about  12  miles  northeast  of  Little  Rock. 

On  the  next  day  1 ordered  Brigadier-General  Marmaduke,  command- 
ing a division  of  cavalry,  to  establish  his  headquarters  near  Jackson- 
port,  and  to  dispose  his  troops  so  as  to  observe  and  retard  the  move- 
ments of  the  column  of  Federal  cavalry  which  was  then  advancing  into 
Northeastern  Arkansas  from  Missouri.  Brigadier-General  Walker,  com- 
manding a brigade  of  cavalry,  was  on  the  same  day  ordered  to  remain 
with  his  command  in  the  vicinity  of  Helena,  for  the  purpose  of  watch- 
ing the  enemy  in  that  direction,  and  checking  his  advance  from  that 
point.  These  were  the  only  troops  at  my  disposal  for  the  defense  of 
Little  Rock,  except  a very  weak  regiment,  a small  battalion,  and  a few 
unattached  companies  of  cavalry,  which  I kept  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Arkansas,  picketing  the  country  from  Little  Rock  to  NT apoleon,  and  thence 
to  the  boundary  of  Louisiana.  Brigadier-General  Steele, “commanding 
in  the  Indian  Territory,  was  already  hard  pressed  by  the  enemy,  and  on 
the  defensive,  and  could  not  spare  a man. 

I wrote  to  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  the  department  on  July 
27,  communicating  these  facts  to  him,  and  stating  that  while  I should 
attempt  to  defend  Little  Rock,  as  the  capital  of  the  State  and  the  key 
to  the  important  valley  of  the  Arkansas,  I did  not  believe  it  would  be 
possible  for  me  to  hold  it  with  the  force  then  under  my  command.  About 
this  time  I commenced  the  construction  of  a line  of  rifle-pits  and  other 
defensive  works  on  the  north  side  of  the  Arkansas,  and  about  2£  miles 
in  front  of  Little  Rock,  and  pushed  them  forward  to  completion  as  rapidly 
as  I could. 

The  continued  advance  of  Davidson’s  column  of  Federal  cavalry 
making  it  hazardous  to  retain  Walker’s  brigade  any  longer  on  the 
eastern  side  of  White  River,  I ordered  him,  on  August  2,  to  move  it  to 
the  western  side  of  that  stream.  As  soon  as  this  was  done,  the  enemy 
unveiled  his  intention  to  cross  White  River  at  Clarendon,  and  I conse- 
quently moved  Walker’s  brigade  and  Marmaduke’s  division  of  cavalry, 
both  under  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  L.  M.  Walker,  to  that  vicinity. 
Tappan’s  brigade,  which  had  been  detached  from  my  division  several 
months  before,  and  which  had  been  ordered  back  to  Arkansas  by  Lieu- 
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tenant-General  Smith,  liaving  reached  Little  Rock,  whither  I had  ordered 
it  to  move  by  rapid  marches,  I directed  Brigadier-General  Frost  to  move 
his  brigade  to  the  northern  side  of  the  river,  and  to  assume  command 
of  my  division,  which  comprised  all  the  infantry  near  Little  Rock,  ex- 
cept Tappan’s  brigade,  which  I held  in  reserve  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river.  Seeing  that  the  position  on  Bayou  Meto  could  be  easily  turned, 
and  that  it  was  otherwise  untenable,  I ordered  General  Frost  at  the 
same  time  to  withdraw  his  entire  command  within  the  line  of  defenses 
to  which  I have  before  referred,  and  upon  which  I continued  to  labor 
both  day  and  night.  The  enemy  continued  to  advance  meanwhile,  my 
cavalry,  under  Generals  [L.]  Marsh  Walker  and  Marmaduke,  falling 
back  before  him,  but  contesting  stubbornly  every  mile,  until  I ordered 
General  Walker,  on  August  25,  to  take  position  on  Bayou  Meto  with 
the  whole  of  his  and  Marin aduke’s  cavalry,  and  to  hold  it  as  long  as 
possible. 

About  midday  on  August  27,  he  was  attacked  in  this  position  by  the 
enemy  in  greatly  superior  force  and  with  considerable  spirit.  The  en- 
gagement lasted  until  dark.  My  troops,  which  were  under  the  imrne- 
date  command  of  Brigadier-General  Marmaduke,  behaved  admirably, 
and  the  enemy  was  repulsed  with  heavy  loss.  General  Walker,  fearing 
from  the  indications  given  that  the  enemy  was  about  to  flank  his  posi- 
tion, withdrew  iiis  troops  after  dark.  The  enemy  also  retired  from  the 
field,  leaving  his  dead  unburied. 

Knowing  that  if  I delayed  the  removal  of  the  public  stores  from  Little 
Rock  until  the  eve  of  its  evacuation,  the  greater  part  of  them  would  be 
lost,  in  consequence  of  the  insufficiency  of  transportation,  I had,  very 
soon  after  assuming  command  of  the  district,  ordered  the  chiefs  of  the 
several  staff  departments  to  send  their  stores  to  Arkadelphia  as  speedily 
as  possible,  removing  first  such  as  were  least  likely  to  be  required  by  the 
army.  These  officers  were  zealously  executing  this  order  when  intelli- 
gence reached  me,  on  August  29,  that  the  enemy  was  occupying  Mon- 
roe, La.,  in  force,  and  thereby  not  only  endangering  the  valuable  stores 
at  Camden,  but  menacing  my  line  of  retreat.  A few  days  later  I re- 
ceived a communication  from  Brigadier- General  Cabell  informing  me 
that  Brigadier-General  Steele,  commanding  the  Confederate  forces  in 
the  Indian  Territory,  was  falling  back  toward  Texas  before  a superior 
force,  and  that  he  had,  himself,  been  driven  by  the  enemy  from  Fort 
Smith,  and  was  then  retreating  in  the  direction  of  Caddo  Gap.  These 
facts  necessitated  still  greater  activity  in  the  removal  of  the  public  stores 
from  both  Camden  and  Little  Rock,  and  orders  to  that  effect  were  con- 
sequently given.  I continued  meanwhile  to  strengthen  the  defenses  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river  and  to  perfect  the  means  of  communication 
between  the  two  banks  of  the  Arkansas,  so  as  to  be  able  to  throw  my 
forces  readily  from  the  one  side  to  the  other,  and  particularly  to  secure 
the  safe  withdrawal  of  my  army  from  the  northern  side  of  the  river  in 
the  event  of  defeat.  My  troops  were  at  this  time  in  excellent  condition, 
full  of  enthusiasm,  and  eager  to  meet  the  enemy  ; but  I had  barely  8,000 
men  of  all  arms,  while  the  enemy  had  brought  against  me  nearly  or  quite 
20,000.  My  only  chance  of  meeting  him  successfully  lay  in  the  possi- 
bility that  he  would  attack  me  in  my  intrenchments.  I would  have 
given  him  battle  confidently  had  he  done  this.  But  I had  little  hope 
that  he  would  do  it,  as  it  was  comparatively  easy  for  him  to  turn  my 
position  by  crossing  the  Arkansas  below  Little  Rock.  That  river  was 
at  that  time  fordable  in  a great  many  places,  and  I could  not  guard  it 
effectually  without  weakening  iny  force  within  the  trenches  to  a dan- 
gerous extent.  I communicated  these  facts  at  the  time  to  the  lieuten- 
ant general  commanding. 


522 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 


There  was,  during  the  last  days  of  August  and  the  first  days  of  Sep- 
tember, constant  skirmishing  between  the  cavalry  advance  of  the  two 
armies,  without  any  marked  change,  however,  in  their  relative  positions, 
except  that  the  enemy  began  to  develop  more  plainly  his  intention  to 
cross  the  Arkansas  below  Little  Eock.  I therefore  ordered  General  [L.] 
Marsh  Walker,  on  August  31,  to  move  his  headquarters  to  some  point 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  within  12  or  15  miles  of  the  city,  and  to  j 
assume  command  of  and  concentrate  in  that  vicinity  (in  addition  to  his 
own  brigade)  all  the  cavalry  which  was  south  of  the  Arkansas  and  east 
of  Little  Eock.  I also  gave  orders,  on  September  9,  for  the  construction 
of  a line  of  defenses  on  that  side  of  the  river,  and  the  work  was  imme- 
diately begun. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  enemy  appeared  in  heavy  force 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  about  8 miles  below  Little  Eock.  Col. 

A.  S.  Dobbin,  upon  whom  the  command  of  Walker’s  division  had  been 
devolved  by  the  unfortunate  death  of  that  lamented  officer,  immediately 
concentrated  his  whole  disposable  force  (about  1,200  men)  to  dispute 
his  passage.  He  was,  however,  embarrassed,  not  only  by  the  fact  that 
the  river  was  fordable  in  twelve  different  places  within  12  miles  of  Little 
Eock  (at  one  of  which  the  enemy  actually  made  a strong  feint  of  cross- 
ing), but  by  the  additional  fact  that  the  place  at  which  the  enemy  did 
finally  force  the  passage  was  selected  with  excellent  judgment,  it  being 
the  upper  point  of  a horseshoe-like  bend,  upon  the  three  sides  of  which 
he  planted  five  batteries.  These,  after  two  hours’  heavy  cannonading, 
silenced  the  guns  which  Colonel  Dobbin  had  opposed  to  the  enemy’s 
passage,  and  drove  them  and  the  supporting  cavalry  from  the  x^eninsula. 

I ordered  Tappan’s  brigade  to  the  relief  of  Dobbin  as  soon  as  1 learned 
that  the  enemy  was  seriously  threatening  to  cross  the  river,  and  imme- 
diately thereafter  ordered  General  Marmaduke  to  move  his  division  to 
the  south  side,  to  assume  command  of  all  the  cavalry,  to  hold  the  enemy 
in  check  until  I could  withdraw  my  infantry  and  artillery  from  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  and,  when  this  had  been  accomplished,  to  cover  the 
retreat,  the  orders  for  which  were  at  once  given.  The  infantry  began 
to  leave  the  intrenchments  at  11  o’clock  in  the  morning.  The  city  was 
finally  evacuated  about  5 o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  trains  had  been 
sent  to  the  rear  early  in  the  forenoon.  The  cavalry,  under  Brigadier- 
General  Marmaduke,  constituted  the  rear  guard.  It  was  skillfully 
handled,  and  behaved  admirably. 

My  infantry,  and  most  of  my  artillery,  reached  Arkadelphia  on  Sep- 
tember 14,  without  any  unusual  loss  of  either  men  or  material,  and  were 
encamped  in  that  vicinity.  I disposed  my  cavalry  so  as  to  completely 
cover  my  front,  General  Marmaduke  occupying  the  center,  having  his 
headquarters  at  Eockport  ; Colonel  Dobbin,  in  command  of  the  right, 
having  his  at  Tulip,  and  Colonel  [J.  0.]  Monroe,  in  command  of  the 
left,  having  his  at  Caddo  Gap. 

I respectfully  refer  to  the  reports  of  Brigadier-General  Marmaduke 
and  Col.  A.  S.  Dobbin  for  a detailed  statement  of  the  operations  of 
their  respective  commands.  They  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  they 
shall  have  been  received. 

Lieutenant-General  Holmes  resumed  command  of  the  District  of  Ar- 
kansas, at  Arkadelphia,  on  September  25. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEELING  PEIOE, 

Major - General . 


Lieut.  Col.  J.  F.  Belton, 

Assistant  Adjutant - General , District  of  Arkansas ♦ 
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ADDENDA. 

Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Confederate  forces  during  the  advance  of  the  Union  forces  upon 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 


[Compiled  from  nominal  lists,  and  incomplete.] 
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Shelby’s  brigade : 
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August  25. 

August  27.  Lieut.  John  S. 

Percival  killed. 

September  10. 

August  27. 
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Marmaduke’s  brigade : 
Jeffers’  regiment 

1 

2 

3 

August 27.  Lieut.  J.  P.  Cald- 
well wounded. 

September  10.  Lieut.  It.  M. 

Snider  wounded. 
September  10.  • 

August  26.  Capt.  B.  S. 

Powell  killed. 

August  27. 

August  27.  Lieutenant  [C. 
O.]  Bell  mortally  wounded. 

Do  

1 
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Greene’s  regiment 
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August  27.  Lieut.  C.  M. 

Richards  captured. 
September  10.  Mai.  S.  Corley 
and  Lieut.  W.  JEL  Bowers 
killed.  Capt  W.  H.  Craw- 
ford and  Lieut.  David  Mor- 
gan wounded. 
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September  10. 
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5 
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17 

64 

Xo.  23. 

Report  of  Col.  Archibald  S.  Bobbin , Arkansas  Cavalry,  commanding 
Walker's  division , of  skirmish  at  Ashley's  Mills , and  engagement  at 
Bayou  Fourche. 

Camp  Braog,  November  19,  18G3. 

In  obedience  to  your  request,  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  a 
report  of  the  military  operations  of  my  command  in  front  of  Little  Kock 
from  the  time  I assumed  command  of  the  division  formerly  commanded 
by  Brigadier- General  Walker,  on  September  6,  until  the  10th  of  same 
month.  I must  here,  however,  state  that  this  report  will  necessarily  be 
general  in  its  terms,  omitting  details,  as  I am  now,  and  have  been  for  the 
last  six  weeks,  separated  from  my  command,  and  I have  now  no  access 
to  the  papers  requisite  to  make  a full  report. 

On  the  evening  of  September  G,  by  order  of  Major-General  Price,  1 
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assumed  command  of  Brigadier-General  Walker’s  division,  consisting 
of  Bobbin’s  brigade  Arkansas  cavalry  and  [George  W.l  Carter’s  brigade 
Texas  cavalry,  to  wliicli  was  also  attacked  [Aif.]  Johnson’s  spy  com- 
pany and  [W.  B.]  Benson’s  company.  At  that  time  one  regiment  of 
Bobbin’s  brigade  wras  encamped  on  north  side  Arkansas  River,  at  Ash- 
ley’s Mills.  The  remainder  was  on  south  side  river,  near  Buck’s  Ford. 
Carter’s  brigade,  except  about  100  men  and  one  section  of  [J.  H.]  Pratt’s 
battery,  were  engaged  in  jacketing  from  Buck’s  Ford,  on  Arkansas  River, 
to  Gaines’  Landing,  on  Mississippi  River. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  the  enemy  advanced  on  the  regiment  en- 
camped at  Ashley’s  Mills,  driving  the  same  back  to  the  river.  Colonel 
[Robert  C.]  Newton,  then  commanding  the  brigade,  was  present  in  com- 
mand. The  regiment  lost  1 killed,  3 wounded,  and  2 captured,  including 
Captain  [Edward  H.]  Cowley,  adjutant  of  the  brigade.  The  enemy  ad- 
vanced in  greatly  superior  force,  and  Colonel  Newton  crossed  the  river 
about  8 miles  below  Little  Rock  with  that  portion  of  his  command,  ford- 
ing the  same.  This  was  about  10  o’clock  in  the  morning.  That  night  the 
enemy  encamped  at  Ashley’s  Mills  and  Terry’s  Ferry.  From  that  time 
until  the  evening  of  the  0th,  there  was  continual  skirmishing  between 
my  scouts  and  the  enemy,  and  also  constant  firing  across  the  river,  with 
no  loss  in  my  command  and  with  some  damage  to  the  enemy,  they  re- 
porting to  have  had  3 killed  at  Terry’s  Ferry. 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th,  the  enemy  moved  down  in  considerable 
force  of  cavalry  and  artillery  to  Buck’s  Ford,  [and]  built  up  camp-fires 
within  sight  of  the  ford.  About  10  o’clock  on  that  night,  Colonel  New- 
ton reported  to  me  that  the  enemy  were  moving  their  artillery  to  Terry’s 
Ferry,  and  were  throwing  out  lumber  as  if  they  intended  building  a 
bridge  at  that  place.  I had  previously,  as  soon  as  I discovered  them  at 
Buck’s  Ford,  moved  to  that  point  about  200  bales  of  cotton,  and  planted 
my  artillery  so  as  to  resist  their  crossing.  I at  the  same  time  reported 
to  Major-General  Price,  commanding  the  Bistrict  of  Arkansas,  that  the 
enemy  were  in  front  of  me  in  heavy  force  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artil- 
lery, reported  by  a citizen  named  Calvin  Pemberton,  who  had  that  day 
seen  Generals  Steele  and  Bavidson,  to  be  30,000  strong,  and  that  I 
would  be  unable  to  prevent  their  crossing,  my  command  being  very  much 
scattered,  and  there  being  twelve  fords  between  Little  Rock  and  Buck’s 
Ford,  a distance  of  12  miles. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  about  3 o’clock,  I left  ray  camp  near 
Buck’s  Ford  and  rode  up  the  bank  of  the  river  to  ascertain,  if  possible, 
what  movement  the  enemy  was  making,  the  reports  from  scouts  having 
been  very  unsatisfactory  and  conflicting.  When  about  4 miles  above 
Buck’s  Ford,  and  about  2 miles  above  Terry’s  Ferry,  I discovered  the  en- 
emy digging  down  the  bank  and  making  preparations  to  cross  the  river. 
This  was  just  at  daylight.  The  river  here  made  a bend  in  the  shape  of  a 
horseshoe,  the  enemy  being  about  the  center  of  the  bend.  I immediately 
ordered  a section  of  [C.  B.]  Etter’s  battery,  which  had  previously  been 
attached  to  my  command,  to  occupy  the  point  opposite  to  where  the 
enemy  were  engaged  in  cutting  down  the  bank,  and  to  open  fire  on  them, 
which  it  did.  The  enemy  immediately  opened  on  Etter’s  battery  from 
five  batteries  placed  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  from  the  nature  of  the 
bend  and  the  position  of  the  batteries,  being  planted  on  each  side  of  the 
horseshoe,  swept  the  entire  point  on  which  Etter’s  battery  was  placed. 
At  the  same  time  the  section  of  [J.  II.]  Pratt’s  battery  was  also  hotly 
engaged  with  the  enemy  at  Buck’s  Ford,  they  having  made  a demonstra- 
tion of  crossing  there.  Finding  that  Etter’s  battery  was  unable  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy  from  throwing  a bridge  across  the  river,,  I ordered  one 
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piece  of  Pratt’s  battery  to  his  assistance.  It  came  up  and  opened  on 
the  enemy,  but  the  fire  from  the  enemy’s  batteries  was  so  terrific  that 
they  were  unable  to  hold  their  position,  and,  after  being  engaged  about 
two  hours,  were  compelled  to  retire,  leaving  one  piece  of  Etter’s  battery, 
which  I had  brought  off  afterward  by  the  cavalry.  Very  soon  after  the 
artillery  was  removed  the  eiiemy  crossed  the  river — I think  at  about  10 
o’clock  in  the  morning.  They  crossed  first  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  fol- 
lowed immediately  by  the  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry  in  heavy  force. 
I fell  back  to  Bayou  Fourche,  a distance  of  about  5 miles,  fighting  all 
the  time.  When  within  about  1 mile  of  the  bayou,  I ordered  Colonel 
Newton,  with  a portion  of  the  brigade  commanded  by  him  (about  500 
men),  to  go  back  to  the  bayou  and  form  on  the  bank,  while  I remained 
and  held  the  enemy  in  check.  This  he  did.  I had,  as  soon  as  I found 
the  enemy  would  cross,  ordered  all  the  force  from  Buck’s  Ford  to  join  me, 
and  had  the  entire  force  with  me  (not  exceeding  1,200  men)  at  the  time 
the  enemy  crossed  the  river. 

When  I reached  Bayou  Fourche,  about  2 j).  m.,  Colonel  Newton  had 
his  command  formed  ready  to  receive  the  enemy.  There  I met  Briga- 
dier-General Marmaduke,  with  orders  to  assume  command  of  all  the 
cavalry,  and  I immediately  turned  over  the  command  to  him. 

I sent  Major-General  Price,  from  time  to  time,  all  the  information  I 
could  obtain  in  regard  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  kept  him 
constantly  informed  of  all  their  movements. 

I lost  in  the  entire  action  and  skirmishing  about  65  men  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  including  1 major  (Maj.  S.  Corley)  killed  and  1 
lieutenant  (W.  H.  Bowers)  killed,  1 captain  wounded,  and  1 captain  cap- 
tured. The  loss  I give  from  memory  alone,  and  cannot  now  say  how 
many  privates  were  killed  and  how  many  wounded. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  with  high  respect, 

AECH.  S.  DOBBIN, 

Colonel , &c. 

Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

ADDENDA. 

Camp  Bragg,  Ark.,  November  25, 1863. 

Colonel  : I cheerfully  make  the  following  statement  of  the  circum- 
stances of  your  arrest  on  September  10  for  disobedience  of  orders,  and 
of  my  subsequent  preferment  of  charges  against  you : 

Having  been  informed  toward  midnight  of  September  5,  that  a duel 
was  pending  between  Brig.  Gens.  L.  M.  Walker  and  Marmaduke,  I sent 
to  each  of  them  an  order  to  remain  closely  at  his  headquarters  for 
twenty -four  hours.  This  order  did  not  reach  General  Walker,  but  did 
reach  General  Marmaduke.  The  duel  took  place,  nevertheless,  the 
next  morning,  and  General  Walker  was  mortally  wounded.  I imme- 
diately ordered  General  Marmaduke  and  the  seconds  of  both  parties  in 
arrest.  Feeling,  however,  the  great  inconvenience  and  danger  of  an 
entire  change  of  cavalry  commanders  in  the  very  presence  of  the  enemy, 
and  when  a general  engagement  was  imminent,  I yielded  to  the  urgent 
and  almost  unanimous  request  of  the  officers  of  General  Marmaduke’s 
division  and  his  own  appeal,  and  suspended  his  arrest,  and  ordered  him 
to  resume  his  command  during  the  pending  operations.  I did  this  in 
spite  of  the  apprehension  that  such  leniency  toward  General  Marma- 
duke might  intensify  the  bitter  feelings  which  had  been  already  aroused 
in  General  Walker’s  division  by  the  result  of  the  duel. 
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When  the  enemy  had  forced  the  passage  of  the  Arkansas  on  Septem- 
ber 10,  and  you  were  falling  back  before  their  overwhelming  numbers 
(the  command  of  Walker’s  division  having  devolved  upon  you  by  his 
death),  1 sent  General  Marmaduke  with  his  division  to  re-enforce  you, 
ordering  him,  of  course,  to  assume  command  as  senior  officer  of  all  the 
cavalry.  You  reported  to  me  a few  hours  later,  in  arrest,  as  you  in- 
formed me,  by  order  of  Brigadier- General  Marmaduke,  for  disobedience 
pf  orders.  I at  once  suspended  your  arrest  for  reasons  similar  to  those 
governing  in  General  Marmaduke’s  case,  and  ordered  you  to  resume 
your  command  during  the  pending  operations.  When  about  a fortnight 
later  I turned  over  the  command  of  the  district  to  Lieutenant-General 
Holmes,  I communicated  the  above  facts  to  him.  He  at  once  released 
General  Marmaduke,  who  was  present,  from  arrest,  and  at  the  same  time 
ordered  me  to  prefer  charges  against  you.  I insisted  that  if  charges 
were  to  be  preferred  against  you,  General  Marmaduke,  and  not  I,  should 
make  them,  as  it  was  he  who  had  placed  you  in  arrest,  and  for  an  alleged 
disobedience  of  his  orders.  General  Holmes,  nevertheless,  required  me 
to  prefer  the  charges.  General  Holmes  informed  me  the  next  day  that 
he  had  released  General  Marmaduke’s  second  from  arrest.  In  reply  to 
my  suggestion  that,  having  released  the  living  principal  and  his  second 
from  arrest,  lie  ought  to  release  the  other  second  from  arrest,  he  replied 
that  he  would  not  release  him,  but  I might  do  so  if  I chose.  I released 
him.  A few  days  later  General  Holmes  again  ordered  me  to  prefer  the 
charges  against  you,  and  told  me  I must  do  it  that  very  day.  He  after- 
ward gave  me  till  the  next  day,  and  on  the  next  day  I preferred  them. 

The  above  is  a plain  statement  of  the  facts  attending  your  arrest  and 
my  preferment  of  charges  against  you,  so  far  as  they  are  known  to  me. 
Justice  requires  me  to  add  that  during  the  eighteen  months  that  I have 
known  you  in  Mississippi  and  Arkansas,  your  conduct  as  an  officer  and 
a gentleman,  except  upon  this  single  occasion,  has  not  only  met  my  ap- 
proval, but  incited  my  very  sincere  admiration. 

And  I am,  colonel,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant  and  friend, 

STEELING  PEIGE, 

Major-General . 

Col.  Archibald  S.  Dobbin. 


No.  24. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  8.  Marmaduke,  C.  8.  Army , commanding 
division,  of  operations  August  17-28. 

Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Division, 

December  — , 1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  brief  report : 

My  division  for  some  months  consisted  of  Shelby’s  Missouri  brigade, 
commanded  by  Col.  J.  O.  Shelby,  and  Marmaduke’s  Missouri  brigade, 
commanded  by  Col.  Colton  Greene. 

On  my  arrival  at  Des  Arc,  August  17,  to  which  place  I was  ordered 
by  General  Price,  I received  orders  dated  Headquarters  District  of  Ar- 
kansas, August  16, 1863,  detaching  Shelby’s  brigade,  and  ordering  them 
to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Walker,  who  was  at  Brownsville,  Ark. 

August  23,  I received  orders  from  Major-General  Price  to  march  my 
brigade  to  Brownsville  and  report  to  Brigadier-General  Walker. 

On  the  morning  of  August  24,  I reported  to  General  Walker,  who 
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ordered  Shelby’s  brigade  to  report  to  me,  and  ordered  me  to  hold  my 
force  in  the  vicinity  of  Brownsville,  to  guard  the  main  approach  (Wire 
road)  to  Little  Bock. 

The  next  morning,  at  sunrise,  the  enemy  were  reported  advancing  in 
force.  I moved  my  two  brigades  (Shelby’s,  about  700  effective,  and 
Marmaduke’s,  about  000  effective,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery)  forward 
to  engage  the  enemy,  Shelby’s  brigade  in  the  advance.  At  this  time 
Walker’s  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  [Archibald  S.]  Dobbin,  was 
encamped  some  10  miles  southward  of  Brownsville,  guarding  another 
important  approach  from  Clarendon  to  Little  Bock.  A sharp  engage- 
ment ensued  between  the  Federal  force  and  my  division.  The  Federals 
were  under  command  of  General[  J.  W.]  Davidson,  and  consisted  of  about 
6,000  cavalry  and  sixteen  pieces  of  artillery.  Being  unable  to  meet  the 
enemy’s  forces  in  a general  engagement,  I withdrew  my  command,  re- 
tiring slowly  through  Brownsville  toward  Little  Bock.  The  Yankees 
were  exceedingly  cautious  in  their  pursuit.  My  rear  guard,  under  Major 
[Benjamin]  Elliott,  a most  excellent  and  brave  officer,  seized  every  op- 
portunity to  check  the  enemy’s  advance.  After  retiring  some  4 miles,  my 
division  was  ordered  into  position  by  Brigadier-General  Walker,  com- 
manding the  cavalry.  At  this  time  I was  with  my  rear  guard. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  my  new  line  of  battle,  I made  all  necessary  prepara- 
tions to  check  the  enemy’s  advance.  This  was  an  important  point,  and 
absolutely  necessary  to  hold,  as  Walker’s  brigade,  troops  and  trains, 
would  come  into  the  main  (Wire)  road  at  this  place,  and  they  had  not 
yet  reached  the  junction.  The  enemy  came  upon  me  and  were  hand- 
somely repulsed.  They  then  commenced  pushing  their  forces  on  my 
right  and  left,  which  forced  me  to  retire.  No  farther  pursuit  was  made. 
I received  orders  to  encamp  my  division  on  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Bayou 
Meto.  The  next  day  I withdrew  my  whole  force,  except  scouts  and 
pickets,  to  the  south  side  of  Bayou  Meto. 

On  the  morning  of  August  27, 1 advanced  a light  force,  engaged  the 
enemy’s  advance,  and  after  brisk  skirmishing  my  troops  fell  back  to  the 
main  force. 

My  troops  were  disposed  as  follows:  Shelby’s  brigade,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  [B.  Frank]  Gordon,  in  line  of  battle  above  the 
bridge;  Marmaduke’s  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  [William  L.] 
Jeffers,  (except  [J.  Q.]  Burbridge’s  regiment,  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel [W.  J.]  Preston,  which  was  held  in  reserve  some  half  mile 
to  the  rear),  below  the  bridge;  [Joseph]  Bledsoe’s  battery,  on  the  main 
road,  commanding  the  bridge,  and  [O.  O.]  Bell’s  section  of  artillery  near 
the  main  road  below  the  bridge,  commanding  the  bridge  and  road  lead- 
ing to  it.  I should  also  add  that  immediately  below  the  bridge  and  be- 
tween my  two  brigades  was  formed  Dobbin’s  regiment.  The  whole  force, 
except  Preston’s  regiment,  was  dismounted. 

Davidson  (commanding  Federal  forces)  advanced  his  troops — cavalry 
and  artillery,  a part  mounted,  part  dismounted — and  came  dashing 
down  toward  the  bridge  (which  Lieutenant  [John]  Mhoon,  of  the  en- 
gineer troops,  had  prepared  for,  and  was  now  handsomely  burning)  and 
bayou.  Suddenly  artillery  and  small-arms  opened  upon  them  with 
deadly  effect  and  caused  a precipitate  retreat.  Soon  the  enemy  formed 
their  lines,  brought  up  their  artillery,  and  the  fight  continued  until  sun- 
set, when  the  enemy,  failing  to  occupy  the  river,  retired  after  a heavy 
loss,  leaving  a number  of  their  dead  on  the  ground. 

I was  ordered  to  retire  at  dark  to  within  5 miles  of  Little  Bock.  My 
troops,  until  after  the  evacuation  of  Little  Bock  by  our  forces,  were  en- 
gaged in  scouting  and  picketing. 
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All  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  my  command  behaved  with  marked 
coolness  and  bravery.  My  escort  and  the  command  of  Captain  [D.  R.] 
Stallard  behaved  most  handsomely.  My  staff,  for  their  gallantry  and 
promptness  in  executing  my  orders,  deserve  my  thanks. 

Maj.  0.  C.  Rainwater,  volunteer  aide-de-camj),  received  a severe  wound 
in  the  head  from  a shell. 

My  loss  is  as  follows  : * Killed,  — ; wounded,  — ; missing,  — . 

See  accompanying  reports  for  more  detailed  accounts. 

Yery  respectfully, 


J.  S.  MAEMADUKE, 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  [J.  F.]  Belton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  25. 

Reports  of  Col.  G.  W.  Thompson , Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry  ( Confederate ), 
commanding  Shelby’s  brigade,  of  engagement  at  West  Point,  and  opera- 
tions September  10-14. 


Headquarters  Shelby’s  Brigade, 

In  Camp , half  mile  below  West  Point , August  14, 1863 — 9 p.  m. 

Major  : When  Major  [M.  W.]  Smith  got  here  with  the  scout  sent  out 
this  morning,  the  boats  had  just  passed  up.  He  took  position  on  the 
river  just  above  town  and  awaited  the  return  of  the  boats.  Colonel 
[C.  A.]  Gilkey  arrived  in  time  to  take  position  just  above  him,  and  when 
the  boats  came  down  opposite  them  they  gave  them  a broadside  fire  for 
several  minutes,  but  had  to  fall  back.  We  then  tried  to  head  them 
again  4 miles  below  town,  but  only  got  there  in  time  to  fire  into  them  as 
they  passed. 

We  had  7 or  8 men  wounded,  Colonel  Gilkey  and  Major  [David]  Shanks 
among  the  number.  I fear  Colonel  Gilkey’s  wound  is  mortal ; Major 
Shanks  slightly. 

We  were  not  able  to  get  our  battery  up  in  either  stand.  If  we  had 
good  horses  in  our  battery  we  woukl  have  captured  them  easily. 
Respectfully, 

G.  W.  THOMPSON, 
Colonel , Commanding  Brigade. 

Major  [Henry]  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Searcy , Arlc. 


Headquarters  Shelby’s  Brigade, 

Camp  on  Ouachita  River , September  15,  1863. 

Major  : In  obedience  to  orders,  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  facts  gathered  from  the  records  of  the  past : 

On  the  morning  of  September  10,  while  encamped  at  the  gap  at  the 
junction  of  the  Van  Buren  and  Batesville  roads,  a heavy  cannonading 
down  the  river  admonished  us  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  in  force. 
Hour  after  hour  passed  away  without  any  tidings  as  to  the  nature  of 
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the  contest,  when  at  length  a courier  arrived  with  orders  from  General 
Price  to  withdraw  and  cross  the  Arkansas  River  on  the  upper  pontoon 
bridge  as  rapidly  as  possible.  A few  moments  after,  Captain  [John  C.] 
Moore,  of  General  Marin  aduke’s  staff,  arrived  with  similar  orders,  stat- 
ing we  were  three  hours  behind  time,  owing  entirely  to  the  couriers  hav- 
ing taken  the  wrong  road  in  transmitting  his  message.  Moving  across 
and  down  the  river  as  rapidly  as  possible,  at  1 p.  m.  we  arrived  at  a 
point  3 miles  below  the  city,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  across  a large 
open  field  ; but  the  enemy,  running  up  their  batteries  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  opened  an  enfilading  fire,  which  swept  up  and  through 
our  lines  in  a most  unsatisfactory  manner,  compelling  us  to  change  our 
positions  every  few  moments,  and  without  being  able  to  return  the 
fire  with  any  effect.  At  one  time  Captain  [Joseph]  Bledsoe  opened  fire 
with  one  of  his  rifled  guns  upon  a body  of  cavalry  moving  upon  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  which  sent  them  scampering  out  of  sight.  A 
large  force  coming  up  on  either  bank  of  the  river  compelled  us  to  fall 
back,  and,  when  near  the  city,  the  battalion  under  Major  [Benjamin] 
Elliott  formed  on  the  extreme  left,  awaited  their  approach,  and,  deliver- 
ing a well-directed  fire  into  the  advance  of  their  elated  masses,  for  a 
time  checked  up  their  mad  career,  and  not  until  the  sun  went  down  did 
they  take  possession  of  the  city.  The  nature  of  the  ground  and  the 
distribution  of  their  forces  and  numbers  rendered  any  attempt  on  our 
part  to  keep  them  back,  futile  and  vain.* 

After  night  drew  her  sable  curtain  down  we  moved  back  to  a point 
some  8 miles,  where  the  infantry  was  encamped,  and  rested  for  the  night 
without  food  or  forage  or  further  annoyance. 

On  the  following  morning,  after  the  command  had  moved  out,  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  pressed  our  rear  guard  till  reaching  a point  some  3 
miles  from  the  camp  of  the  night  previous,  where  this  brigade,  after 
having  fed  their  horses,  formed,  and  awaited  their  coming,  which  was 
not  long — in  their  usual  precautionary  manner,  i.  e .,  in  line  of  battle, 
with  their  sharpshooters  well  to  the  front.  Captain  [T.  H.]  Lea,  of  my 
regiment,  in  ambush  with  his  company,  delivered  them  a deadly  fire, 
which  was  taken  up  by  my  regiment  and  [B.  G.]  Jeans’  regiment  in 
one  deafening  volley,  after  which  they  filed  out  of  the  way  and  range 
of  Captain  [S.  T.]  Rufther’s  splendid  battery  of  four  guns,  which  occu- 
pied a position  immediately  commanding  the  road.  This  was  the  signal 
for  Captain  Ruffner,  who  in  quick  succession  sent  shot,  shell,  and  grape 
roaring  and  whizzing  through  the  woods  in  such  a demoralizing  manner 
as  to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  sight  and  hearing  for  the  time,  with  (as 
we  learned  subsequently)  many  killed  and  wounded.  Moving  out  and 
again  forming,  [B.  Frank]  Gordon’s  regiment  and  Elliott’s  battalion 
tendered  them  another  reception,  after  which  we  were  no  further  an- 
noyed or  molested  by  them  during  the  march. 

In  these  skirmishes  we  lost  none,  either  killed  or  wounded.  Since 
that  time  and  up  to  the  present  we  have  moved  at  our  leisure,  keeping 
pickets  far  in  front  to  warn  us  of  any  approaching  danger. 

In  all  of  these  skirmishes,  &c.,  the  men  under  my  command  proved 
themselves  worthy  of  their  positions  and  the  name  of  soldier. 

I am,  major,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  THOMPSON, 
Colonel , Commanding  Brigade. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

* Nominal  list  of  casualties,  here  omitted,  is  embodied  in  statement  on  p.  5*23. 
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No.  2 G. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  B.  Frank  Gordon,  Missouri  Cavalry  ( Confederate ), 
commanding  Shelby1  s brigade , of  operations  August  2k- September  G. 

Headquarters  Shelby’s  Brigade, 

Camp  in  front  of  Little  Rock,  September  G,  18G3. 

Major  : In  obedience  to  orders,  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  actions,  marches,  and  detours  participated  in  by 
this  brigade  from  August  24  to  the  present  time : 

While  encamped  at  Brownsville,  Ark.,  and  acting  under  orders  from 
General  Walker,  I received  orders  through  him  from  General  Price  to 
report  this  brigade  back  to  General  Marraaduke  for  duty,  which  order 
was  greeted  by  both  officers  and  men  with  entire  satisfaction. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  and  ere  the  men  had  partaken  of  their 
scanty  meal,  I received  orders  to  saddle  up  and  fall  in  line,  which  was 
hastily  obeyed,  and  the  command  moved  rapidly  to  the  prairie  beyond 
and  east  of  town,  and  there  formed  in  line  of  battle,  with  one  section  of 
[Joseph]  Bledsoe’s  battery  in  and  commanding  the  road  upon  which  the 
enemy  were  approaching,  while  Major  [Benjamin]  Elliott,  with  his  bat- 
talion, moved  out  into  the  prairie  (distant  1J  miles),  forming  the  ad- 
vance and  acting  as  skirmishers.  The  enemy’s  lines,  extending  across 
the  prairie,  could  be  plainly  seen  advancing,  supported  by  a large  body 
of  cavalry  with  artillery,  and  when  within  about  200  yards  of  our  lines 
Major  Elliott,  from  his  entire  line,  opened  fire  upon  them,  which  was  im- 
mediately returned,  and  the  charge  sounded  by  the  bugles  of  the  enemy 
brought  their  columns  sweeping  across  the  prairie  and  down  upon  our 
retiring  column  like  a whirlwind.  As  soon  as  our  men  had  approached 
sufficiently  near  to  distinguish  them  from  the  enemy,  Captain  Bledsoe  let 
slip  with  shell  and  shot,  completely  checking  up  their  furious  onslaught 
and  driving  them  out  of  range  as  rapidly  as  they  had  come. 

In  this  skirmish  we  lost  1 killed  and  4 captured.*  The  occasion  of 
the  capture  of  these  men  was  by  their  horses  and  mules  falling  with 
them. 

Move  out  was  ordered,  and,  slowly  falling  back  through  the  town  and 
to  a position  across  a small  prairie  some  G miles  west,  we  again  formed 
in  line  of  battle,  in  the  same  order  as  before,  save  Major  Elliott’s  being 
to  the  front,  commanding  the  road.  Some  time  was  spent  by  the  enemy 
in  shelling  our  first  position,  and  the  woods  through  which  the  road 
passed  to  the  prairie,  across  which  we  now  awaited  their  coming. 
“Here  they  come!”  is  again  passed  up  the  lines,  and,  as  one  column 
filed  right  and  another  left,  in  the  most  perfect  order,  with  their  ban- 
ners gaily  streaming  in  the  wind,  we  could  but  admire  their  perfect  dis- 
cipline and  soldierly  bearing.  Again  forming,  they  advanced  as  before, 
and,  when  about  midway  across  this  2-mile  prairie,  Captain  [C.  O.]  Bell, 
with  his  little  battery  mischievously  ambushed,  opened  upon  their 
squadrons  of  white  horse,  which  was  the  signal  for  Captain  Bledsoe, 
who  sent  crushing  through  their  lines  shell  after  shell,  throwing  them 
in  the  most  beautiful  confusion ; but  running  out  two  batteries  into 
position,  they  threw  a shower  of  shells  into  our  lines,  which,  however, 
fell  harmless.  As  nothing  advantageous  could  be  gained  by  longer 
holding  this  position,  we  again  received  orders  to,  and  moved  out,  with- 
out further  annoyance,  and,  crossing  the  Bayou  Meto,  encamped  for 
the  night. 
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August  136. — Formed  in  line  of  battle  in  the  following  order,  viz: 
Bledsoe’s  battery  occupying  a position  commanding  the  road  and  bridge 
which  spanned  the  bayou,  while  my  regiment,  commanded  by  Capt. 
George  fP.]  Gordon,  took  position  to  the  left  of  the  bridge,  with  his  right 
resting  near  it,  with  [B.  G.]  Jeans’  regiment,  commanded  by  Captain 
[R.  H.]  Adams,  resting  upon  his  left,  and  [G.  W.]  Thompson’s  regi- 
ment, commanded  by  Lieutenant- Colonel  [J.  C.]  Hooper,  resting  upon 
his  left,  and  Major  Elliott’s  battalion  occupying  the  extreme  left.  Thus 
we  remained  to-day,  with  only  slight  skirmishing,  with  our  pickets  well 
to  the  front. 

August  27. — Early  this  morning  a detail  of  125  men,  dismounted,  was 
ordered  to  report  to  General  Marmaduke  as  skirmishers  and  sharp- 
shooters, who  in  person  accompanied  them  to  a position  some  2 miles 
in  front  (with  other  details  from  the  division),  where  they  were  deployed 
as  skirmishers.  But  a short  time  elapsed  ere  the  enemy’s  advance, 
though  cautiously  approaching,  received  a spirited  fire  from  the  “little 
teaser  ” (Bell’s  battery)  and  our  advanced  line  of  sharpshooters.  Dis- 
mounting a body  of  men,  with  one  battery  and  a body  of  cavalry  on 
their  right  as  flankers,  they  pushed  forward  their  columns  impetuously 
until,  coming  upon  the  main  body  of  our  skirmishers,  a roar  of  mus- 
ketry sent  death  crippling  through  their  ranks,  completely  breaking  up 
their  lines  for  the  time,  in  dismay  and  confusion.  Taking  advantage  of 
this,  our  lines  fell  back,  and  again  awaited  their  approach ; but  finding 
the  enemy  were  attempting  a flank  movement,  we  continued  to  fall 
back  until  across  the  bayou,  where  the  detail  joined  their  respective 
commands,  then  in  line  of  battle  near  the  banks  and  ux>  the  bayou. 

After  the  command  was  safely  over,  the  bridge  was  tarred  and  fired. 
The  enemy,  from  the  crest  of  the  hill  some  half  mile  beyond,  and  down 
the  broad,  sandy  road,  saw  the  dense  column  of  smoke  rising  from  tbe 
burning  structure,  and,  perhaps,  thinking  the  “frightened  rebels  in  terror 
fled,”  charged  down  the  road  in  splendid  style,  as  if  to  save  the  bridge ; 
bitt  it  were  better  had  many  of  them  never  been  born.  The  dense  cloud 
of  smoke  from  the  crackling,  burning  bridge,  like  sorrow’s  veil,  hung 
between  them  and  Bledsoe’s  battery,  and  when  the  head  of  their  long 
lines  had  nearly  reached  the  bridge,  these  noble  old  guns  sent  shell  and 
shot,  winged  with  fury,  screaming  and  hissing  up  their  lines,  scattering 
the  mangled  fragments  of  men  and  horses  like  chaff  before  the  wind. 
In  great  confusion  they  wheeled  to  the  left  and  sought  the  woods  for 
safety ; but  not  before  my  regiment,  on  the  left  of  the  bridge,  and  Colo- 
nel [William  L.]  Jeffers’  brigade,  on  the  right,  swept  many  from  their 
saddles  and  sent  off  their  horses  riderless.  The  enemy  now  brought  two 
batteries  into  position  in  an  open  field  immediately  fronting  this  bri- 
gade, with  which  they  attempted  to  silence  the  fiery  tongues  of  Bledsoe’s 
rifled  guns.  Their  shell  and  shot  ripped  and  roared  through  the  forest, 
tearing  the  trees  around  the  battery  into  fragments,  and  plowing  up  the 
earth  in  the  most  approved  demoniac  style ; but  all  without  avail.  The 
two  long,  rakish-looking  pirate  rifles  seemed  to  shout  in  proud  defiance, 
as  with  great  precision  they  sent  tearing  through  their  ranks  their  iron 
missiles,  driving  them  from  position  to  position,  while  our  sharpshooters 
kept  up- the  death  -rattle  along  the  entire  line. 

Late  in  the  evening  they  concentrated  a heavy  body  on  my  left,  front- 
ing Thompson’s  regiment  and  Elliott’s  battalion,  the  latter  mounted* 
with  which  they  attempted  to  gain  possession  of  the  bayou ; but  my 
men,  standing  firm,  dealt  them  such  stunning  blows  their  lines  reeled, 
staggered,  and  fell  back  cowed  and  disheartened.  At  every  point  the 
enemy  had  now  been  driven  back.  Gathering  up  their  scattered  masses, 
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they  hastily  left  the  field,  Bledsoe  firing  them  the  last  shot  as  they  went 
over  the  hill  and  out  of  sight.  The  sun  went  down  smoke-begrimed, 
red-faced,  and  furious. 

In  this  day’s  action  we  lost  Lieutenant  [John  S.]  Percival,  of  Gordon’s 
regiment  (an  excellent  officer  and  accomplished  gentleman),  with  the 
following  wounded : * 

The  sharpshooters  from  Thompson’s  regiment  brought  in  1 prisoner, 
mortally  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  not  known,  but,  undoubtedly, 
very  heavy. 

August  28,  moved  to  a position  at  the  Eobertson  place,  where  we  re- 
mained until  the  31st,  when  Thompson’s  regiment  was  ordered  down  on 
the  Shallow  Ford  road  to  the  support  of  Colonel  [Eobert  C.]  Newton. 

September  2,  under  orders,  moved  down  on  Shallow  Ford  road  and 
relieved  Colonel  Newton.  Some  slight  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  at 
the  crossing  of  the  bayou. 

September  3,  countermarched  and  took  up  position  at  the  forks  of 
military  and  Shallow  Ford  roads. 

September  4,  moved  the  command  to  the  gap  and  at  the  forks  of  the 
Van  Buren  and  Batesville  roads,  where  we  still  remain. 

I take  great  pleasure  in  commending  the  conduct  of  the  troops  while 
under  my  command  for  their  untiring  energy  and  courage  upon  the 
field. 

I am,  major,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

B.  FEANK  GQEDON, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Shelby’s  Brigade. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  27. 


Reports  of  Col.  William  L.  Jeffers , Eighth  Missouri  Cavalry  ( Confed- 
erate)., commanding  Marmaduke’s  brigade , of  operations  August  25- 
September  14. 

December  3, 1863. 

Major  : In  accordance  with  the  order  from  division  headquarters,  re- 
quiring a statement  of  marches,  camps,  actions,  &c.,  of  Marmaduke’s 
brigade  during  the  time  occupied  between  the  fight  at  Brownsville  and 
its  arrival  at  Little  Eock,  I have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following 
report : 

On  the  morning  of  August  25,  having  received  information  that  the 
enemy  had  made  their  appearance  on  the  prairie  east  of  Brownsville,  I 
ordered  the  brigade,  consisting  of  [J.  Q.]  Burbridge’s  and  [William  L. 
Jeffers’  regiments,  [M.  L.]  Young’s  battalion,  and  Lieutenant  [C.  O.' 
Bell’s  battery,  to  take  a position  on  the  edge  of  town  fronting  the  enemy, 
Bell’s  battery  on  the  right.  A few  shots  from  the  artillery  drove  the 
enemy’s  advance  back,  when,  by  order  of  General  Marmaduke,  the  bri- 
gade fell  back  some  5 miles  west  of  Brownsville,  on  the  Little  Eock  road, 
where  the  enemy,  who  had  slowly  followed,  were  again  repulsed.  Slight 
skirmishing  occurred  with  the  enemy  from  this  time  until  nightfall, 
when  the  brigade  encamped  at  the  springs,  about  1 J miles  east  of  .Bayou 
Meto. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Young’s  battalion, 
supported  by  General  Marmaduke’s  escort,  Captain  [J.  W.]  Porter’s 
company,  of  Burbridge’s  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  Bell’s  battery,  were 
ordered  to  reconnoiter  and  feel  the  enemy  while  the  brigade  moved  across 
the  bayou,  along  the  bank  of  which  Jeffers’  regiment  was  dismounted 
and  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.  Burbridge’s  regiment  was  ordered  half 
mile  in  the  rear  to  act  as  reserve.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Young  firmly 
contested  in  many  skirmishes  the  advance  of  the  eneinjq  and  encamped 
that  night  on  the  east  bank  of  Bayou  Meto. 

Ou  the  morning  of  the  27th,  Jeffers’ regiment  was  thrown  forward 
beyond  the  camp  of  the  night  before,  engaged  the  enemy  with  sharp- 
shooters, and,  thus  fighting,  fell  slowly  back  across  the  bayou.  Young’s 
battalion  was  placed  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  brigade  ; Jeffers’  regi- 
ment and  four  companies  under  Major  [D.]  Smith,  from  Burbridge’ regi- 
ment, in  the  center,  and  Bell’s  battery  on  the  left  in  the  road,  command- 
ing the  bridge.  The  enemy  attempting  to  cross  at  Shallow  Ford,  were 
met  and  driven  back  by  Young’s  battalion.  They  then  advanced  with 
their  whole  force  in  line  directly  in  front  of  the  brigade,  and,  when  ar- 
rived at  the  bayou,  were  met  with  a terrific  fire  that  drove  them,  crip- 
pled and  disordered,  back.  Bell’s  battery  engaged  the  enemy’s  artillery 
with  great  success,  driving  it  from  every  position  by  well-aimed  shots, 
during  which  engagement  the  gallant  Lieutenant  Bell  was  mortally 
wounded  by  a shell.  The  fight  raged  more  or  less  intense  during  the 
day,  and  ended  in  great  loss  and  discomfiture  to  the  enemy.  As  near 
as  could  be  ascertained,  the  enemy’s  force  exceeded  4,000. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  I was  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  bri- 
gade and  ordered  to  proceed  with  my  regiment  to  a point  across  and  8 
miles  down  the  Arkansas  River  from  Little  Rock.  As  I was  not  possessed 
of  a brigade  book,  in  which  to  note  down  movements,  actions,  &c.,  of  the 
brigade,  I have  been  forced  to  rely  chiefly  upon  reports  of  commanders 
of  regiments  and  battalions,  all  incomplete  and  frequently  conflicting, 
which  makes  it  impossible  to  furnish  the  facts  in  detail  or  make  the  re- 
port as  complete  as  you  desire.  Believing,  however,  that  the  most  im- 
portant facts  are  properly  set  forth,  I beg  leave  to  submit  them.* 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  JEFFERS, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Marmadukds  Div.,  Missouri  Vol.  Cav. 


December  3,  1863. 

Major  : In  obedience  to  the  order  from  division  headquarters,  requir- 
ing a report  of  marches,  camps,  actions,  &c.,  of  Marmaduke’s  brigade 
during  the  time  occupied  between  the  fight  at  Bayou  Fourche  and  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  at  Rockport,  I beg  deave  to  make  the  following 
report : 

For  several  days  prior  to  September  10,  this  brigade  was  engaged  in 
picketing  the  different  roads  leading  to  the  fortifications  at  Little  Rock. 
At  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  brigade,  with  the  exception 
of  Colonel  [S.  G.]  Kitchen’s  regiment,  which  was  directed  to  remain 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Arkansas  River,  was  ordered  to  leave  the  forks 
ot  the  Brownsville  and  Shallow  Ford  roads  (at  which  point  we  had 
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bivouacked  the  night  previous),  cross  at  the  lower  pontoon,  and  move 
down  the  river  at  a double-quick  to  meet  the  enemy,  who  had  early 
in  the  morning  effected  a crossing  at  Terry’s  Ferry.  Arriving  at  Bayou 
Fourche  (4  miles  south  of  Little  Bock),  the  enemy  were  discovered  drawn 
up  in  battle  line,  their  right  resting  on  the  river,  and  their  left  extend- 
ing parallel  to  our  front.  According  to  orders,  I dismounted  the  men, 
and  made  the  following  disposition  of  the  forces  under  my  command  : 
Colonel  [Colton]  Greene’s  regiment,  commanded  by  Major  [L.  A.]  Camp- 
bell, on  the  right ; my  regiment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  [S. 
J.]  Ward,  and  Lieutenant- Colonel  [W.  J.]  Preston,  commanding  Colonel 
[J.  Q.]  Burbridge’s  regiment,  in  the  center,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  [M. 
L.]  Young’s  battalion  on  the  left.  Two  companies  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ward’s  regiment  were  deployed  as  skirmishers.  After  some  slight  skir- 
mishing, the  enemy,  with  a body  of  cavalry  and  a section  of  howitzers, 
attempted  to  flank  us  on  the  left  from  the  river  bank.  Here  a severe 
engagement  took  place,  which  lasted  nearly  half  an  hour,  and  we  suc- 
ceeded in  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position,  completely  routing  him, 
and  forcing  him  to  leave  his  artillery  (two  12-pounder  mountain  howit- 
zers), which  we  captured,  on  the  field.  I was  then  ordered  to  withdraw 
the  brigade  (leaving  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ward  with  his  regiment,  sup- 
ported by  General  Marmaduke’s  escort,  to  cover  our  retreat),  and  form 
about  one-half  mile  from  the  bayou,  in  an  open  field,  as  the  enemy  was 
making  a flank  movement  on  our  right.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ward  re- 
mained in  position  about  two  hours,  skirmishing  heavily  with  the  enemy, 
when,  finding  that  there  was  imminent  danger  of  being  surrounded  on 
both  flanks,  he  was  compelled  to  withdraw  from  the  bayou,  and  retreat 
to  the  main  body.  As  the  enemy,  with  vastly  superior  force,  attempted 
to  flank  us  on  the  right,  and  kept  up  an  incessant  and  harassing  fire 
from  their  batteries  planted  on  the  river  bank,  I,  according  to  orders, 
fell  back  slowly,  in  line  of  battle,  to  Little  Bock,  skirmishing  ail  the 
while.*  Here  Colonel  Kitchen,  who  had  been  ordered  to  burn  the  pon- 
toon bridges  and  protect  the  removal  of  the  public  stores  from  the  fort, 
joined  the  brigade,  and  I was  ordered  to  march  10  miles  on  the  Benton 
road,  where  I bivouacked  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th,  I was  ordered  to  continue  the  march, 
Major  Campbell’s  regiment  acting  as  rear  guard.  At  10  a.  m.  the  enemy 
drove  in  his  vedettes.  Betiring  slowly  by  company,  making  successive 
formations,  Major  Campbell  fought  the  enemy  for  7 miles,  drew  them 
into  an  ambuscade,  and  completely  checked  them  for  the  time.  At  noon 
the  brigade  halted,  fed,  and  [Major]  Colonel  Campbell  was  relieved  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Preston,  who  skirmished  with  the  enemy  until  late 
in  the  evening,  when  they  ceased  their  pursuit. 

I encamped  that  night  6 miles  west  of  the  Saline.  Left  camp  at  12 
m.  the  next  day,  traveled  7 miles,  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

At  8 o’clock  the  following  morning  moved  forward,  and  reached  Bock- 
X>ort  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day. 

During  the  engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche  and  the  subsequent  skir- 
mishes the  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  brigade  all  fought  with  the  cool- 
ness and  intrepidity  of  veterans,  and  did  their  duty  nobly.  Lieutenant 
[T.  J.]  Williams,  commanding  the  prairie  gun  battery,  did  special  exe- 
cution on  the  retreat,  and  deserves  honorable  mention. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

WM.  L.  JEFFEBS, 
Colonel , Commanding  Brigade. 
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No.  28. 

Report  of  Col . Robert  C.  Newton , Fifth  Arkansas  Cavalry , commanding 
brigade , 0/  operations  August  2o- September  14. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Camp  near  Washington , ArA;.,  December  3,  1863. 

Major  : I liave  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  orders,  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations,  camps,  marches,  &c.,  of  my  command 
from  the  day  of  the  battle  at  Brownsville  to  the  time  of  the  arrival  of 
General  Marmaduke’s  division  at  Rockport : 

The  engagement  at  Brownsville  occurred  on  August  25.  Colonel 
[A.  S.]  Dobbin’s  brigade  (composed  of  Dobbin’s  and  [Robert  C.]  New- 
ton’s regiments)  was  encamped  at  Legate’s  Bridge,  on  Bayou  Meto. 
About  7 a.  m.  scouts  reported  the  enemy  moving  upon  Brownsville  and 
near  the  town.  By  Colonel  Dobbin’s  order  I moved  my  regiment,  in 
rear  of  his,  out  into  the  prairie  about  a mile  from  Legate’s,  the  brigade 
trains  being  sent  on  the  prairie  road  to  get  upon  the  main  military  road 
at  Baker’s.  About  9 a.  m.  scouts  sent  by  Colonel  Dobbin  toward  Browns- 
ville reported  that  the  enemy  was  in  town,  and  General  Marmaduke  re- 
tiring on  military  (or  Wire)  road  toward  Little  Rock.  We  accordingly 
retired  on  the  prairie  road  to  the  Wire  road  at  Baker’s,  where  General 
Marmaduke’s  command  was  formed,  and  thence  down  Wire  road  to 
Long’s  Prairie,  where  we  formed  to  cover  retirement  of  General  Marma- 
duke’s forces.  Remained  there  an  hour  or  so,  and  then,  by  order  of 
Brigadier- General  Walker,  (commanding  the  cavalry  at  that  time),  we 
moved  on  to  Bayou  Meto  at  Reed’s  Bridge,  where  line  of  battle  was 
formed  on  the  west  bank  of  the  bayou.  My  regiment  was  immediately 
to  the  right  of  the  bridge.  We  remained  there  all  night. 

The  next  morning  (August  26)  my  regiment  was  detached  by  General 
Walker  and  ordered  to  Shallow  Ford,  to  cover  that  crossing  of  Bayou 
Meto.  I moved  from  Reed’s  Bridge  about  9 a.  m.,  and  reached  Shallow 
Ford  at  3.30  p.  m.  Learning  from  citizens  that  a party  of  Federals  had 
been  there  the  day  before,  I immediately  upon  my  arrival  there,  and 
after  posting  my  pickets  so  as  to  guard  against  surprise,  sent  out  small 
scouts  upon  all  the  roads  on  the  east  side  of  the  bayou  leading  to  the 
ford.  Lieutenant  [J.  C.]  Barnes,  of  Company  A,  whom  I sent  with  8 
men  upon  the  road  leading  from  Shallow  Ford  to  Long’s  stage  stand, 
on  the  Wire  road,  encountered  a party  of  10  or  12  Federals  about  2 
miles  beyond  the  bayou,  who  fled  precipitately  at  his  approach.  He 
pursued  them  some  distance,  but  was  unable  to  overtake  them.  Being 
satisfied,  from  the  result  of  the  reconnaissance  of  the  different  roads, 
that  no  force  of  the  enemy  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  ford,  I en- 
camped on  the  bayou,  near  Mrs.  Ewell’s,  and  about  a mile  above  the  ford, 
picketing  carefully  toward  Brownsville  and  other  points  from  which  an 
attack  was  possible.  Here  I remained  all  night. 

Early  the  next  morning  (August  27)  heavy  cannonading  commenced 
at  Reed’s  Bridge,  indicating  an  engagement  there.  The  firing  in  that 
direction  increasing,  I pushed  out  small  scouts  upon  all  the  roads  lead- 
ing from  the  ford  toward  the  Wire  road,  and  satisfying  myself  that  the 
enemy  were  making  no  demonstration  toward  me,  I left  Major  [J.  P.J 
Bull  with  the  bulk  of  my  force  to  hold  the  crossing  at  Shallow  Ford  and 
keep  up  communication  with  General  Walker  at  Reed’s  Bridge,  and 
with  about  80  men  I crossed  the  bayou  and  moved  toward  the  Wire 
road.  Reaching  Baker’s  place,  on  that  road,  about  4 or  5 miles  from 
Shallow  Ford,  I there  encountered  ^ small  Federal  picket,  which  my 
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advance,  under  Lieutenant  Barnes,  attacked  and  scattered,  some  of 
them  going  in  the  direction  of  Brownsville  and  the  others  toward  Reed’s  1 
Bridge.  Bushing  on  down  the  Wire  road  toward  Little  Rock,  I ran  off 
about  one  company  of  Federals  picketing  at  Long’s  stage  stand.  They 
left  in  great  confusion  without  firing  upon  me.  I pressed  on  in  pursuit 
some  2 or  3 miles  beyond  Long’s,  whence  I returned  to  that  place,  and 
from  there  by  the  direct  road  made  my  way  back  to  Shallow  Ford.  Soon 
afterward  the  firing  ceased  at  Reed’s  Bridge. 

About  8 p.m.  got  a note  from  General  Walker’s  assistant  adjutant- 
general  informing  me  that  he  was  withdrawing  from  Reed’s  Bridge,  and 
directing  me  to  retire  on  the  direct  road  leading  from  Shallow  Ford  to- 
ward Little  Rock  to  the  point  where  that  road  intersects  the  Wire  road, 
about  4 miles  from  the  river,  opposite  Little  Rock,  and  to  move  at  once, 
sending  a few  trusty  scouts  across  the  bayou  to  get  upon  the  Wire  road 
in  rear  of  [J.  W.]  Davidson,  and  report  to  me  in  the  morning  what  should 
transpire  during  the  night. 

I withdrew  my  pickets  and  commenced  the  retrograde  movement  in 
obedience  to  General  Walker’s  order.  Reached  the  point  designated  in 
the  order  about  12  p.  in.,  and  immediately  dispatched  a courier,  report- 
ing to  General  Walker  my  arrival  there,  according  to  order.  Bivouacked 
there  for  the  remainder  of  the  night. 

About  8.30  a.  m.  the  next  day  (August  28)  received  an  order  from 
General  Walker  to  move  to  English’s,  on  the  Shallow  Ford  road,  about 
2£  miles  from  its  intersection  with  Wire  road,  camp  there,  and  picket 
6 or  8 miles  in  advance  of  me.  Obeyed  the  order  at  once ; remained 
in  camp  there  that  night ; sent  Captain  [L.  D.]  Bryant  with  his  company 
(G)  to  Shallow  Ford  to  ascertain  if  there  was  any  news  there  of  the 
enemy. 

The  next  morning  (August  29),  about  8 o’clock,  Bryant  returned;  no 
news  of  enemy  toward  Shallow  Ford.  At  3 p.  m.,  by  General  Walker’s 
direction,  I moved  from  camp  at  English’s  toward  Shallow  Ford  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  position  near  that  place ; camped  for  the  night  at 
Hicks’  plantation,  5 miles  from  English’s ; sent  Captain  [John  H.]  Dyer 
with  his  company  (D)  to  Legate’s  Bridge,  on  lower  road,  scouting. 

The  next  morning  (August  30)  moved  from  Hicks’  at  sunrise,  in  di- 
rection of  Shallow  Ford.  Just  beyond  Greenwood’s  met  a small  party 
of  Federals ; advanced  Major  Bull,  with  15  men,  to  ascertain  enemy’s 
strength ; Federals  fled  at  his  approach.  He  pursued  them  rapidly  to 
Mrs.  Ewell’s,  where  he  learned  a considerable  body  of  the  enemy  had 
been  in  the  morning.  Arriving  there,  I placed  40  men  under  command 
of  Major  Bull,  and  sent  him  forward  to  ascertain  enemy’s  whereabouts 
and  strength.  About  a half  mile  beyond  we  found  some  little  force  of 
enemy.  It  retired  to  the  railroad,  where  a heavy  force  of  dismounted 
cavalry  was  lying  concealed  behind  the  railroad  embankment.  In  a 
short  time,  being  re-enforced  from  Shallow  Ford  by  cavalry  and  artil- 
lery, the  enemy  commenced  advancing  from  his  positiou  behind  the 
railroad.  Bull  resisted  his  advance  almost  at  every  step,  his  men  behav- 
ing with  admirable  courage  and  steadiness.  I immediately  ordered 
forward  all  the  men  with  long-range  guns  in  the  command,  and  made 
my  preparations  to  retire  before  the  vastly  superior  force  of  the  enemy, 
determining,  however,  to  fight  him  as  I fell  back.  He  now  commenced 
using  his  artillery  upon  me  very  freely,  and,  although  I had  none  to 
reply  with,  I continued  the  fight  with  my  small-arms  at  every  available 
point,  dispatching  a courier  to  General  Walker  with  information  of  the 
enemy’s  movement,  and  suggesting  that  more  force  be  sent  upon  the 
Shallow  Ford  road.  The  fighting,  which  commenced  a little  before  9 
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o’clock,  bad  now  continued  with  but  short  intermissions  until  2 o’clock, 
when,  being,  forced  back  to  Martin’s  place,  I took  position  there  for  the 
purpose  of  delaying  the  enemy  as  long  as  possible  and  give  the  re- 
enforcements, if  any  should  be  sent,  time  to  come  up,  inasmuch  as  Ash- 
ley’s Mills  and  the  crossing  of  the  Arkansas  River  at  Terry’s  Ferry  would 
be  left  entirely  exposed  should  I be  forced  back  a mile  farther.  About 
3 o’clock  the  enemy  advanced  to  the  attack.  I had  concealed  Compa- 
nies B and  E,  the  two  under  command  of  Captain  [P.  J.]  Rollow,  of  the 
latter  company,  in  the  edge  of  Hicks’  field,  in  front  of  which  was  an 
open  clearing  of  30  or  40  paces,  and  cautioned  my  men  to  let  the  enemy 
get  well  into  this  clearing  before  they  fired,  and  then  to  rake  them  with 
their  shot-guns.  Displaying  a few  scouts  in  front  on  the  road,  the  enemy 
in  line  pushed  rapidly  on,  and  Companies  B and  E,  having  obeyed  the 
injunctions  given  them,  delivered  a volley  into  their  forces  when  they 
were  not  expecting  any  resistance  whatever.  Recovering  from  his  con- 
fusion, the  enemy,  not  being  willing  to  run  onto  the  ambuscade  a second 
time,  although  my  men  had  then  been  withdrawn  from  there,  com- 
menced sending  heavy  bodies  of  dismounted  cavalry  to  my  right  and 
left.  The  nature  of  the  country  permitting  this  double  flank  movement, 
and  my  force  being  wholly  inadequate  to  prevent  it  (as  I had  but  180 
fighting  men),  I retired  slowly  to  Hicks’,  three-quarters  of  a mile  dis- 
tant, leaving  a rear  guard  of  40  men  to  observe  the  enemy  and  resist 
any  farther  advance  should  he  attempt  it.  Arriving  at  Hicks’,  I put 
my  little  force  into  position  to  meet  him  again,  but  he  advanced  upon  me 
no  farther.  About  sundown  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hooper,  with  [G.  W.] 
Thompson’s  regiment  Missouri  cavalry  and  one  section  of  Collins’  bat- 
tery from  General  Marmaduke’s  command,  with  orders  to  report  to  me, 
arrived  at  Hicks’.  I disposed  the  whole  force  for  battle,  and  pushed 
forward  my  scouts  to  ascertain  what  the  enemy  was  doing. 

About  dark  he  moved  back  toward  Shallow  Ford,  crossing  Bayou 
Meto  at  that  place,  and  leaving  a strong  picket  there.  I accordingly 
encamped  for  the  night  at  Hicks’,  and  remained  there  the  next  day 
(August  31),  skirmishing  continuing  between  my  advance  and  their 
pickets  at  Mrs.  Ewell’s  nearly  all  the  morning,  and  some  considerable 
skirmishing  during  the  night. 

This  state  of  things  continued  also  during  the  following  day  (Septem- 
ber 1).  About  11  p.  m.  of  that  day  received  an  order  from  General 
Walker  to  move  with  my  regiment  to  Ashley’s  Mills  at  once,  and  encamp 
on  road  leading  from  the  mill  to  Terry’s  Ferry. 

Moved  at  11.20  p.  in.,  and  reached  the  point  designated  about  2.30 
a.  m.  September  2,  and  encamped  as  directed,  leaving  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel [J.  C.]  Hooper,  with  his  regiment  and  the  section  of  [R.  A.]  Collins’ 
battery,  at  Hicks’. 

Remained  in  the  camp  near  Ashley’s  Mills,  on  road  from  there  to 
Terry’s  Ferry,  during  September  3 and  4. 

On  morning  of  September  5,  by  direction  of  General  Walker  (through 
Colonel  Dobbin,  commanding  brigade),  moved  onto  the  road  which 
leads  directly  from  Eagle’s  Bridge  (over  Bayou  Meto)  toward  Little 
Rock,  on  north  side  of  river,  and  encamped  on  that  road  a half  mile  from 
Ashley’s  Bayou  and  about  a mile  from  Ashley’s  Mills. 

Remained  in  that  camp  on  September  6.  Scouted  to  Shallow  Ford 
and  Legate’s  Bridge,  driving  the  enemy’s  pickets  to  the  bayou  at  the 
former  place,  and  finding  no  Federals  at  the  latter.  About  dark  re- 
ceived an  order  from  General  Price’s  headquarters  (through  intermediate 
commanders,  &c.),  directing  Colonel  Dobbin  to  assume  command  of 
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Walker’s  division  and  for  me  to  assume  command  of  Dobbin’s  brigade. 
Dobbin’s  regiment  (which  with  my  regiment  composed  that  brigade)  was 
encamped  on  south  bank  of  river,  at  Buck’s  Ford,  some  4 or  5 miles  dis- 
tant from  where  my  own  regiment  was.  Brigade  headquarters  had  been 
established  by  Colonel  Dobbin  at  Terry’s  house,  intermediate  between 
the  two  regiments. 

The  next  morning  (September  7)  went  to  the  brigade  headquarters, 
leaving  Major  Bull  in  command  of  my  regiment.  About  8.30  a.  m.  Major 
Bull  reported  the  enemy  rapidly  advancing  upon  him  from  Shallow 
Ford,  and  that  skirmishing  was  going  on  at  Ashley’s  Bayou,  in  front  of 
his  camp.  I immediately  sent  him  an  order  to  resist  his  advance  with 
all  possible  obstinacy,  and  retire,  when  forced,  on  the  Little  Bock  road  to 
the  Arkansas  Biver  at  Mrs.  Adamson’s  plantation,  and  there  cross  by 
the  ford  at  that  place ; but  only  to  retire  as  he  was  driven,  and  contest 
every  inch  of  ground.  I at  the  same  time  sent  directions  to  Major  [S.] 
Corley,  commanding  Dobbin’s  regiment,  to  have  his  command  well  in 
hand  to  resist  the  enemy  should  he  (by  moving  directly  from  Ashley’s 
Mills  to  Terry’s  Ferry,  as  he  could  do,  and  thence  to  Buck’s)  attempt  to 
force  a crossing  at  that  place.  I then  went  by  a cross-path  to  the  road 
upon  which  Bull  was  engaging  the  enemy,  and  found  him,  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  sent  him,  making  a most  gallant  resistance  against  over- 
whelming odds,  and  causing  the  enemy  to  pay  dearly  for  every  inch  of 
ground  he  gained  upon  him.  Detaching  Lieutenant  [J.  T.]  Lawler  with 
Company  L from  Major  Bull,  I ordered  him  to  move  rapidly  to  the  road 
which  leads  directly  from  Ashley’s  Mills  to  Terry’s  Ferry,  and  move  up 
it  as  far  as  possible,  to  ascertain  if  the  enemy  were  moving  there,  and, 
in  case  he  should  be  forced  back,  to  retire  down  the  river  and  cross  at 
Buck’s.  Beturning  to  Terry’s,  I learned  that  the  enemy  were  driving 
Lawler  before  them,  and  would  soon  be  at  the  ferry  as  well  as  upon  the 
river  at  Adamson’s,  toward  which  point  they  were  forcing  Bull,  not- 
withstanding his  stubborn  resistance.  Bepeating  the  instructions  to 
Lawler  as  to  his  point  for  crossing  the  river,  I forded  the  stream  just 
below  Terry’s,  and  ordering  Major  Corley  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  to 
Bull’s  assistance  should  the  enemy  attempt  to  follow  him  across,  I went 
up  the  river  to  the  point,  where  Bull  was  to  cross,  and  found  him  effect- 
ing the  crossing  in  safety  and  without  molestation  from  the  enemy,  who 
ceased  the  pursuit  as  soon  as  they  reached  the  river  just  below  Adam- 
son’s. By  direction  of  Colonel  Dobbin,  commanding  division,  I en- 
camped Bull’s  regiment  just  below  Temple’s,  on  the  Arkansas  Biver, 
opposite  Adamson’s,  to  guard  the  ford  there,  leaving  Corley  with  his 
regiment  at  the  ford  at  Badgett’s,  just  above  Buck’s  Ford,  and  between 
there  and  Terry’s  Ferry,  keeping  a strong  picket  at  Terry’s  Ferry. 

On  next  day  (September  8)  matters  remained  in  about  same  condition, 
considerable  firing  going  on  all  day  between  enemy’s  pickets  and  mine 
at  Terry’s  Ferry ; but  as  they  were  firing  across  the  river,  no  damage  of 
consequence  was  done.  Etter’s  Arkansas  battery  was  put  in  position 
at  ford  at  Bull’s  camp  and  placed  under  my  orders.  All  quiet  during 
that  night. 

On  the  next  day  (September  9)  considerable  activity  observable  among 
the  enemy.  Bodies  of  cavalry  moved  up  the  river  and  returned.  About 
dark  my  pickets  reported  that  enemy  was  hauling  lumber  to  near  the 
ford  in  the  point  of  the  bend,  half  mile  above  Terry’s  Ferry,  and  putting 
batteries  in  position.  Heavy  knocking  heard  during  the  night ; enemy 
evidently  preparing  to  construct  bridge  across  the  river.  Beported  all 
this  information,  sent  me  by  my  pickets,  to  division  headquarters, 
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A little  before  daylight  (September  10),  by  direction  of  Colonel  Dob- 
bin, commanding  division,  moved  section  of  [C.  B.]  E tier’s  battery  into 
the  bend  opposite  to  where  the  bridge  was  being  constructed.  At  day- 
light could  see  workmen  engaged  in  constructing  the  bridge,  which  was 
one-fourth  of  the  way  across  the  river.  Sent  Major  Bull  with  a party 
of  sharpshooters  to  support  Etter.  A little  after  daylight  Etter  opened 
upon  the  bridge.  His  second  shot  took  effect,  clearing  the  bridge  of 
workmen.  Immediately  the  enemy  opened  with  three  batteries,  so 
posted  as  to  pour  a murderous  cross-fire  in  upon  Etter,  which  soon 
silenced  him  and  drove  him  out.  The  sharpshooters  kept  up  a desul- 
tory fire,  but  without  much,  if  any,  effect.  About  10  a.  m.  the  enemy, 
having  completed  his  bridge,  threw  forward  two  regiments  of  infantry, 
and  crossed  them  over  onto  the  bar  on  this  side,  his  batteries  keeping 
up  a continuous  and  well-directed  fire  upon  the  road  leading  up  the 
river  on  the  south  side,  and  upon  the  woods  in  front  of  his  bridge  and 
above  it.  I withdrew  Major  Corley  to  a point  above  the  bridge  on  the 
river,  and  sent  Etter  on  up  the  river  with  instructions  to  halt  atFourche, 
whither  I also  sent  Corley  with  his  regiment  in  a few  minutes.  The 
enemy  now  commenced  pouring  their  troops  across  the  bridge  in  large 
numbers.  By  Colonel  Dobbin’s  directions,  I left  Bull  with  his  regiment 
to  resist  the  enemy’s  advance  and  retard  him  as  much  as  possible,  and 
went  in  person  to  put  the  other  troops  in  position  at  Fourche.  Brig- 
adier-General Marmaduke  arrived  with  orders  to  assume  command 
of  all  the  cavalry.  Colonel  Dobbin  being  placed  in  arrest  by  General 
Marmaduke’s  directions,  I assumed  command  of  all  of  Dobbin’s  force, 
which  included  my  own  brigade,  [W.  B.]  Denson’s  Louisiana  cavalry 
company,  [C.  L.l  Morgan’s  Texas  squadron,  and  Pratt’s  and  Etter’s  bat- 
teries. Major  Corley’s  regiment  being  dismounted,  was  sent  to  where 
the  road  leading  to  the  mouth  of  old  Fourche  and  the  road  leading 
across  the  dam  diverge,  at  the  corner  of  Vaughan’s  field,  and  Etter’s 
battery  was  likewise  put  in  position  there.  Pratt’s  battery  was  placed 
in  position  in  Vaughan’s  field,  opposite  the  dam  across  Fourche,  and 
Bull’s  regiment,  Denson’s  company,  and  Morgan’s  squadron  disposed 
along  the  bayou  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  battery  in  such  manner  as 
to  support  it,  and  at  the  same  time  to  be  used  to  our  right  should  the 
enemy  attempt  to  cross  the  bayou  above  us.  The  battle  opened  on  our 
left.  The  enemy  in  small  parties  came  up  in  my  front  so  as  to  be  dis- 
tinctly visible  between  my  position  and  Fletcher’s  house,  but  I directed 
Pratt  to  reserve  his  fire  until  they  advanced  in  some  force  and  came 
within  easy  range,  when  ho  was  to  ply  them  vigorously  with  grape  and 
canister.  It  was  not  until  after  their  repulse  by  Jeffers’  brigade,  on  our 
left,  that  they  advanced  upon  me,  when  Pratt  opened  with  his  two  guns 
and  quickly  drove  them  back.  Moving  to  our  right,  they  attempted  to 
force  a crossing  of  the  bayou, but  were  met  and  handsomely  driven  back 
by  Bull’s  command,  assisted  by  Pratt’s  trusty  guns,  which  continued  to 
rake  them  with  canister  and  grape  until  Fletcher’s  field,  which  was  im- 
mediately in  my  front,  was  entirely  cleared  of  them. 

I respectfully  call  attention  to  Captain  [ J.  H.]  Pratt’s  report,  herewith 
forwarded,  and  earnestly  commend  him  for  the  skill  and  bravery  dis- 
played here,  as  he  has  displayed  them  on  every  field  where  I have  had 
occasion  to  observe  him. 

The  enemy  being  driven  from  my  front,  I reported  the  fact  by  h staff 
officer  to  the  brigadier-general  commanding.  The  firing  in  the  mean 
time  grew  hotter  on  our  left,  and  indicated  that  we  were  retiring  there. 
In  a short  tijne  I received  an  order  to  withdraw  through  Vaughan’s  field, 
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and  get  upon  the  river  road  near  Keatt’s,  which  I did.  I received  an 
order  to  report  to  Colonel  Dobbin,  and  by  his  directions  moved  through 
Little  Dock  and  upon  the  southern  road  to  AylifFs,  where  the  command 
encamped  for  the  night. 

Next  day  (September  11)  moved  to  Saline  River,  just  beyond  Benton, 
and  encamped  on  south  bank  of  the  river. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  by  order  of  General  Price,  I was  detached, 
temporarily,  from  Colonel  Dobbin’s  command,  and  ordered  to  report, 
with  my  regiment,  to  General  Marmaduke.  Moved  back  to  Benton 
and  reported  to  General  Marmaduke.  He  immediately  formed  a bri- 
gade, composed  of  my  regiment,  Morgan’s  Texas  squadron,  [J.  J.]  Mil- 
ler’s Arkansas  cavalry  company,  and  Blocher’s  Arkansas  battery,  and, 
placing  me  in  command,  ordered  me  to  take  position  at  Benton  as  rear 
guard.  Moved  there  accordingly.  The  enemy  ascertained  to  be  on  the 
Wire  road,  6 miles  east  of  Benton,  and  scouting  on  Hot  Springs  road. 
Enemy  retired  about  12  m.,  and  about  5 p.  m.,  by  direction  of  General 
Marmaduke,  I moved  down  the  Wire  road  and  joined  balance  of  divis- 
ion at  Saline  River,  and,  retiring  still  farther,  we  encamped  for  the 
night  at  the  Wills  place,  2 miles  from  the  river. 

On  September  13,  moved  7 miles  on  Rockport  road,  and  encamped  for 
the  night  at  Cash’s. 

On  September  14,  moved  to  Rockport,  and  encamped  1J  miles  south 
of  town. 

This  embraces  a full  history  of  my  command  during  the  time  embraced 
in  your  order. 

1 forward  herewith  lists  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  during 
that  time.* 

I cannot  too  strongly  commend  the  bravery  and  dash  of  Maj.  John  P. 
Bull,  Newton’s  regiment,  and  take  great  pleasure  in  here  making  hon- 
orable mention  of  Lieut.  J.  C.  Barnes,  Company  A,  same  regiment,  who, 
in  every  action  in  which  my  command  was  engaged,  rendered  valuable 
service,  and  was  distinguished  for  his  coolness  and  bravery.  To  Cap- 
tain [W.  N.]  Portis,  same  regiment,  I am  indebted  for  valuable  services 
during  the  time  mentioned. 

In  the  engagement  at  Eourche  the  brave  Maj.  Samuel  Corley,  com- 
manding Dobbin’s  regiment,  was  killed  while  fighting  in  gallant  style. 
To  that  command  it  was  an  irreparable  loss,  and  in  his  death  the  coun- 
try was  deprived  of  the  services  of  one  of  its  bravest  and  most  devoted 
officers.  To  an  unflinching  courage  was  added  a sincere  piety,  and  in 
him  was  furnished  as  noble  a specimen  of  the  Christian  soldier  as  any 
our  cause  can  boast.  As  that  regiment  was  not  immediately  under  my 
observation  at  Fourche,  I cannot  here  speak  of  the  conduct  of  those  who 
most  distinguished  themselves,  but  refer  you  to  the  report  of  killed  and 
wounded  for  evidence  as  to  how  well  the  regiment  did  its  duty.  It  was 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Colonel  Dobbin  himself,  engaged  in 
the  fight  at  Reed’s  Bridge,  but,  of  course,  its  part  in  that  affair  is  not 
included  in  the  foregoing  report.  * 

I have  also  to  tender  my  acknowledgments  to  Major  Morgan,  com- 
manding Texas  squadron,  for  his  promptness  and  zeal  at  Fourche,  and 
during  the  whole  time  that  he  was  under  my  command. 

Captain  Pratt  has  already  been  mentioned,  and  attention  called  to 
his  services. 

While  I have  here  mentioned  the  names  of  some  who  were  under  my 
command  during  that  period,  I must  ask  that  it  be  not  taken  as  any  dis- 
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paragement  of  others.  Officers  and  men,  without  any  known  exception, 
did  their  duty  well,  and  all  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  country. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

B.  C.  NEWTON, 

Colonel , Commanding . 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General , Marmadulce’s  Division , &c. 

ADDENDA  . 

Officers  and  men  of  Newton7 s regiment  u particularly  distinguished77  in  the 
engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche. 

Lieuts.  J.  0.  Barnes  and  John  Bradley ; Sergts.  C.  D.  England  and 
B.  F.  Bodgers;  Corpl.  John  Hinkle,  and  Privates  A.  Bradley,  S.  H. 
Bradley,  John  Griggs,  O.  0.  Bodgers,  and  James  Woddel. 


No.  29. 

Report  of  Capt . M.  M.  Bateman , Dobbin’s  regiment , of  operations  August 

25-September  11. 

November  21, 1863. 

Colonel  : On  August  25  last,  immediately  after  the  engagement  with 
the  enemy  at  Brownsville,  Ark.,  the  command,  under  orders  from  Gen- 
eral L.  M.  Walker,  commanding,  took  up  the  line  of  march  to  Bayou 
Meto,  where  we  arrived  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  We  encamped 
there  for  the  night  and  two  succeeding  days,  or  part  thereof,  when  we 
were  attacked  by  the  enemy  about  9 p.  m.  of  the  same  date.  At  the 
above  engagement  the  regiment  was  commanded  by  Gol.  Archibald  S. 
Dobbin,  who  evinced  the  energy,  skill,  and  daring  of  an  intrepid  leader, 
always  foremost,  encouraging  the  men  to  firmness,  resolution,  and  pre- 
cision. It  occupied  a position  near  the  center  of  our  lines,  and  received, 
in  connection  with  the  remainder,  the  repeated  charges  of  the  enemy, 
forcing  them  to  retire  discomfited  and  with  heavy  loss.  At  6 o’clock 
the  enemy  withdrew  from  the  engagement.  Casualties  will  be  found  in 
the  annexed  report.* 

Some  three  hours  after  the  above  engagement  we  were  ordered  to 
march,  which  we  did,  to  a position  some  5 or  6 miles  east  of  Little  Bock, 
where  we  encamped  till  the  evening  of  August  31 ; from  which  place, 
under  command  of  Maj.  S.  Corley,  we  marched  to  Terry’s  Ferry,  on  the 
north  and  east  side  of  Arkansas  Biver,  where  we  remained  till  September 
6,  when  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  south  and  west  side  of  the 
river,  at  which  point  it  remained,  picketing  it,  until  the  morning  of  the 
10th.  At  this  place  our  pickets  exchanged  repeated  shots  with  the 
enemy. 

On  the  9th,  while  occupying  the  latter  position,  we  were  repeatedly 
shelled  through  the  day,  though  with  mo  effect. 

On  the  following  morning  (the  10th),  they  opened  their  batteries  on 
our  troops  occupying  the  point  at  Terry’s  Ferry,  and  also  upon  those  at 
Badgett’s  Ferry  (or  ford).  The  regiment  at  this  time  was  divided — one 
squadron  ordered  to  the  support  of  our  troops  and  battery  at  the  first 
named,  and  the  other  to  those  of  the  latter  place,  and  from  thence 
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covered  the  retreat  of  the  battery  to  Bayou  Fourche  without  any  casual- 
ties during  the  engagement. 

The  command  arrived  at  Bayou  Fourche  about  10  o’clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  same  day,  and  were  formed  in  order  of  battle  on  the  north  side 
of  the  bayou  (dismounted),  where  they  so  remained  for  a short  time, 
then  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  left  wing.  From  this  point  they  were  or- 
dered up  the  bayou  to  the  angle  of  the  road,  and  there  remounted  in 
front  of  the  enemy’s  center,  at  which  point  they  confronted  the  enemy 
till  compelled  to  retire  before  an  overwhelming  force,  together  with  the 
want  of  ammunition,  having  exhausted  the  few  rounds  in  resisting  the 
enemy’s  approach.  From  this  position  the  command  retired  in  good 
order,  and  only  when  surrounded  on  three  sides  by  the  enemy. 

In  this  engagement  we  lost  our  gallant  commander,  Maj.  S.  Corley, 
and  Lieut.  W.  H.  Bowers,  of  Company  A,  together  with  other  casualties 
. to  be  found  in  the  annexed  report.* 

The  above  account  may  be  incorrect  in  many  particulars.  Two  com- 
panies in  the  regiment  (and  in  the  engagement  at  Bayou  Meto)  are  now 
absent  from  the  command $ consequently,  no  report  of  the  casualties  in 
them,  if  any.  Besides,  the  regimental  books  were  captured,  together  with 
the  adjutant  (Capt.  [Edward  H.]  Cowley),  at  Terry’s  Ferry,  of  whom  I 
omitted  making  mention  in  the  above  report,  he  having  been  captured 
before  the  engagement  commenced. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

M.  M.  BATEMAN, 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 

[Col.]  W.  O.  Pepper,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  30. 

Report  of  Capt.  J.  H.  Pratt,  Texas  Battery , of  engagement  at  Bayou 

Fourche. 

Headquarters  Artillery  Battalion, 

November  20,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  as  a report  of 
the  part  my  battery  took  in  the  action  before  Little  Rock,  September  10 : 

On  the  morning  of  September  9, 1 wras  ordered  to  move  my  battery 
to  Badgett’s  Ford,  on  the  Arkansas  River,  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the 
enemy’s  advance  in  that  direction,  and  resist  the  passage  of  the  river 
should  they  attempt  a crossing.  During  the  night  of  the  9th,  I con- 
structed a cotton  fort  by  hauling  the  bales  from  a farm  near  by  and 
placing  them  upon  the  bank  of  the  river  in  such  a manner  that  I thought 
would  resist  the  enemy’s  shot  and  protect  my  men. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  enemy’s  cavalry  moved  up  in  my  front, 
some  600  or  700  strong.  When  they  had  arrived  within  range,  I ordered 
my  battery  to  fire  upon  them,  which  was  promptly  done,  driving  the 
enemy  from  the  bank  of  the  river  behind  the  levee  for  shelter.  The  ene- 
my’s loss  during  this  time  was  6 killed  and  8 wounded.  They  moved 
up  and  placed  in  position  behind  the  levee  two  six-gun  batteries  and 
opened  fire  upon  my  fort.  I returned  the  fire  after  they  had  fired  the 
second  round,  which  proved  very  destructive,  killing  all  the  cannoneers 
of  two  pieces  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  causing  them  to  have  their  guns  car- 
ried off  by  the  cavalry.  My  cannonading  was  so  destructive  that  it 
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caused  them  to  change  position  up  the  river  some  200  yards.  They  did 
not  succeed  in  getting  my  range  until  one  of  my  shells,  which  failed  to  ex- 
plode, fell  in  the  vicinity  of  their  battery,  when  it  was  examined  and  their 
fuses  cut  in  accordance  with  it.  After  this  their  shelling  was  very  accu- 
rate. General  f J.  W.]  Davidson  reported  this  to  Surgeon  [A.]  Dunlop,  C. 
S.  Army,  left  at  hospital  in  Little  Bock.  I could  have  held  the  fort  any 
length  of  time  but  for  the  enemy’s  effecting  a crossing  some  miles  above 
me,  which  caused  me  to  evacuate  the  fort  and  move  up  the  river  to  Bayou 
Fourche,  where  I was  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  wxst  side  of  the 
stream.  The  enemy  threw  forward  their  sharpshooters,  engaging  my 
battery,  when  I ordered  my  battery  to  open  upon  them  with  canister, 
which  was  done,  driving  the  enemy  from  us  in  perfect  confusion  and 
causing  considerable  loss.  A four-gun  battery  was  placed  in  position 
by  the  enemy  immediately  in  my  front,  and  while  it  was  going  into  bat- 
tery I poured  canister  into  it  so  rapidly  that  they  could  only  fire  two 
rounds,  and  were  driven  off  the  field.  After  this  the  sharpshooters 
moved  up  on  our  right,  opening  a hot  fire  upon  Col.  B.  C.  Newton’s  com- 
mand, but  they  were  driven  off  by  the  colonel,  notwithstanding  their 
repeated  efforts  to  advance.  At  this  time  a six-gun  battery  of  the  enemy 
was  run  forward  and  placed  in  battery,  and  fought  for  some  half  hour 
very  gallantly,  but  I succeeded  in  silencing  it,  and  driving  it  from  the 
field.  This  last  battle  was  supported  by  infantry.  Everything  having 
been  withdrawn  from  my  front,  I was  ordered  to  retire,  marching  through 
Little  Eock  and  on  the  Arkadelphia  road.  We  moved  out  some  15  miles 
south  of  Little  Eock,  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

The  next  morning  the  march  was  resumed,  and  we  encamped  that 
evening  on  the  Saline  Eiver,  2 miles  south  of  Benton,  on  military  road. 

On  the  12th,  we  marched  to  Eockport,  on  Ouachita  Eiver,  and  remained 
there  until  September  21,  when  I was  ordered  to  report  to  General 
Price,  at  Arkadelphia,  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  Convalescent  Camp, 
16  miles  south  of  that  place,  on  Washington  road. 

My  loss  was : None  killed  and  none  wounded. 

Officers  and  men  conducted  themselves  very  gallantly  during  the 
whole  of  the  day. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  Corporal  [M.]  Gorman  for  his  gallant 
conduct  on  the  field,  and  for  his  skill  as  a gunner  and  an  artillerist. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  PEATT, 
Captain,  Commanding  Battery. 

Col.  E.  C.  Newton,  Commanding  Brigade. 


No.  31. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  D.  M.  Frost , C.  8.  Army , commanding  division , 
of  operations  August  23. 

Headquarters  Price’s  Division, 

August  23,  1863. 

Major  : I propose  to  move  Clark’s  brigade  to  Eedoubt  No.  1,  be- 
cause the  position  he  now  occupies  is  covered  by  the  troops  in  front  at 
Bayou  Meto,  while  the  road  by  Shoal  Ford  is  entirely  unguarded,  unless 
our  cavalry  now  occupy  it  in  sufficient  force,  of  which  I have  received 
no  notice.  While  the  fords  and  crossings  of  the  river  below  are  un- 
guarded, I do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  recommend  Tappan’s  brigade  to  this 
side  of  the  river.  I have  ordered  the  advance  brigades  to  fall  back  to 
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Hie  rifle-pits  (which  in  their  incomplete  condition  are  hardly  worthy  of 
the  name),  and  have  directed  Colonel  Clark  to  move  to  Eedoubt  No.  1, 
and  if  General  Tappan  should  be  ordered  over,  Clark  can  very  readily 
be  advanced  to  Mount  Gallant  or  Eedoubt  No.  3. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  M.  FEOST, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 

Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

* f Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rock,  August  23,  18G3. 

Eespectfully  returned  to  Brigadier-General  Frost,  who  will  make  such 
disposition  of  the  troops  as  he  may  think  best. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Price : 

THOS.  L.  SNEAD, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


AUGUST  2,  1883. — Skirmish  at  Stumptown,  Mo. 

Report  of  Maj.  Alexander  W.  Mullins , First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry. 

Hdqrs.  Detachment  1st  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav., 

Germantown , Mo.,  August  6,  1863. 

Colonel  : I returned  to  camp  yesterday  evening,  having  been  out 
on  a scout  four  days  with  100  men  of  Companies  F,  G,  and  H,  under  my 
command  at  this  station.  On  Sunday  evening  (the  first  day  out)  we  had 
a skirmish  with  a squad  of  bushwhackers  at  Stumptown,  on  the  Double 
Branches,  Bates  County,  in  which  Private  John  S.  Luyster,  of  Com- 
pany F,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  was  killed.  We  routed 
the  bushwhackers  in  short  order,  but  did  not  succeed  in  killing  a single 
one.  I ascertained  afterward  that  two  or  three  of  them  were  wounded. 
The  next  day  we  drove  some  twenty  or  more  across  the  Marais-des-Cygnes, 
or  Big  Osage,  very  precipitately,  causing  them  to  swim  the  stream  at  a 
very  uninviting  place.  The  next  day  we  followed  in  pursuit  as  far  as 
the  Marmiton  (southwest  branch  of  the  Osage);  but,  in  consequence 
of  high  water,  we  did  not  go  farther.  Yesterday,  in  returning  to  camp, 
we  had  several  chases  after  straggling  bushwhackers,  but  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  accomplishing  anything.  We  captured  during  the  trip  4 horses, 
which  the  bushwhackers  were  forced  to  leave.  One  of  the  horses  be 
longed  to  a loyal  citizen  of  Bates  County,  and  wTas  stolen  about  one 
month  ago,  which  I have  restored  to  his  owner.  Marchbanks  and 
Handcock,  with  their  bands,  have  retired  south  of  the  Osage  and  of 
Bates  County,  and  between  the  Osage  and  Grand  Eivers.  There  are 
now  comparatively  few  of  them  around,  but  bands  of  from  200  to  500 
men  are  passing  very  frequently,  I will  safely  say  every  night.  Owing 
to  great  fatigue,  caused  by  hard  riding  and  excessive  hot  weather,  I am 
scarcely  able  to  write  this  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  W.  MULLINS, 

Major  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Col.  James  McFerran, 

# First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 
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SCOUT  TO  PATTERSON,  MO. 


AUGUST  — , 1863. — Scout  from  Pocahontas,  Ark.,  to  Patterson,  Mo. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  J.  Preston , Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry  (Con- 
federate). 


Headquarters  Burbridge’s  Begiment, 

Fear  Pocahontas , August  6, 1863. 


Major:  I have  just  returned  from  a scout  into  Missouri.  I visited 
Greenville  with  the  intention  of  destroying  30  wagons  of  commissaries 
deposited  at  Widow  McMinn’s,near  Hog-Eve,  in  Bollinger  County.  Upon 
arriving  at  Greenville,  I was  reliably  informed  that  they  had  some  days 
before  destroyed  their  goods  and  left  in  haste.  I then  proceeded  to 
Patterson,  where  I caught  a sutler’s  wagon  with  a load  of  goods,  a Fed- 
eral captain,  paroled  by  Colonel  Greene,  3 privates  of  Leeper’s  com- 
pany, and  the  deputy  provost-marshal  and  enrolling  officer.  There  were 
two  squadrons  of  cavalry  at  Stony  Battery,  apprised  of  my  whereabouts 
and  lying  in  ambush.  My  force  being  small,  I concluded  not  to  attack 
them,  but  endeavored  to  draw  them  out.  After  staying  in  Patterson 
for  four  or  live  hours,  I moved  slowly  in  the  direction  of  Yan  Buren, 
with  the  intention  of  attacking  a company  at  Barnesville,  who,  how- 
ever, withdrew  toward  Ironton.  I succeeded  in  interrupting  their  Con- 
gressional election  and  enrollment.  I have  advanced  my  individual 
scouts  as  far  as  Lebanon,  in  Laclede  County,  with  the  intention  of  visit- 
ing that  section  and  the  tributaries  of  the  Osage  Biver,  and  mounting 
this  regiment  should  General  Marmaduke  permit  me.  It  is  perfectly 
feasible,  and  would  diversify  the  forces  of  the  enemy. 

At  present  there  are  three  companies  of  cavalry  at  Big  Creek  Bridge, 
just  beyond  Stony  Battery,  300  infantry  at  Bolla,  and  one  company  of 
militia  at  Lebanon.  Pursuing  scout  by-ways,  I would  meet  with  no  op- 
position. I sincerely  petition  for  permission  to  make  the  trip. 

Captain  Beves  would  engage  the  attention  of  the  enemy  near  Pat- 
terson, and  Captain  Lineback  on  the  ridge.  Major  Smith  (now  on  the 
ridge)  would  be  recalled  to  make  the  trip. 

I forward  under  guard  two  privates  of  Leeper’s  company  and  the 
provost- marshal,  who  was  enrolling  negroes.  I inclose  his  documents.* 
I hope  and  respectfully  request  that  none  of  the  three  be  released  from 
guard  for  awhile.  Should  the  general  conclude  to  release  Why  bark, 
send  him  through  my  lines,  giving  me  due  notice  of  the  same. 

Bespectfully, 


WM.  J.  PBESTOIsT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 


Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Marmadulce's  Division. 


P.  S. — Don’t  forget  my  trip  to  Missouri.  I move  to-day  to  the  inter- 
section of  the  Thomasviile  road  and  Eleven  Points  for  forage,  leaving 
a lieutenant  and  12  men  here  to  guard  the  ferry  and  sustain  the  line  of 
communication. 


* Not  found. 
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AUGUST  6-9,  1863. — Scout  from  Greenfield  to  Golden  Grove  and  Carthage, 

Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Jacob  Cassairt , Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Greenfield,  Mo.,  August  10, 1863. 

General  : I herewith  transmit  to  you  the  report  of  a scout  that  left 
here  on  the  6th  of  August,  1863,  under  the  command  of  Captain  [J.  J.] 
Akard,  Company  A,  First  Battalion  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia 
Cavalry. 

Scouting  the  brush  of  Horse  Creek,  and  crossing  from  Horse  Creek 
to  Golden  Grove,  over  muddy  [roads],  about  3 o’clock  the  same  day, 
surprising  a band  of  guerrillas,  6 in  number,  killing  5 ; but  1 escaped. 
Among  the  killed  are  Captain  Osburn  and  1 recruiting  officer  by  the 
name  of  Bebee.  No  other  names  known.  Captured  6 horses  and  sad- 
dles and  arms.  Captain  Akard,  with  his  command,  marched  from  said 
Grove  to  Carthage,  and  learned  from  Captain  [M.]  Burch  that  Coffee  is 
supposed  to  be  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Maysville,  Ark.  Captain  Burch 
informed  Captain  Akard  that  there  were  but  few  guerrillas  in  the  sur- 
rounding country  of  Carthage.  Captain  Akard  returned  on  the  9th  ot 
August,  1863. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JACOB  CASSAIRT, 

Captain  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , Comdg.  Post. 

Brigadier- General  McNeil, 

Commanding  Southwestern  District  of  Missouri. 


AUGUST  6-9,  1863. — Scout  from  Lexington  to  vicinity  of  Eopewell,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col . James  McFerran , First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Lexington,  Mo.,  August  10, 1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  state  that,  pursuant  to  your  directions 
by  telegraph  of  the  6th  instant,  I left  this  post  at  10  p.  m.  on  the  night 
of  the  6th  instant,  with  all  the  available  force  at  this  post,  being  150 
men  and  three  pieces  of  light  artillery,  to  make  the  point  suggested. 
We  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Wellington.  The  night  was  very  dark, 
and  the  rain  descended  in  torrents.  We  continued  our  march,  and  were 
delayed  in  crossing  the  Big  Sni,  east  of  Wellington.  We,  however, 
passed  through  Wellington  before  daylight,  and  continued  our  march 
to  Texas  Prairie.  About  11  o’clock  we  reached  Eagin’s  Point,  and 
there  saw  a small  band  of  bushwhackers,  who  fled  at  our  approach. 
While  reconnoitering,  to  ascertain  the  point  described  in  your  telegram, 
another  band  of  about  30  came  in  sight,  going  in  the  direction  of 
Eagin’s  Point.  As  soon  as  they  saw  our  force,  they  fled  in  an  easterly 
direction.  I sent  out  scouting  parties,  with  a view  of  ascertaining  the 
position  of  the  enemy,  and  ascertained  that  there  were  but  few  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  Eagin’s  Point,  which  is  about  3 miles  northeast  of 
Lick  Skillet.  I was  unable  to  find  the  Seacock  place,  where  Kogin 
lives.  I could  find  no  person  who  knew  where  the  place  was.  Night 
coming  on,  we  encamped  at  Colonel  Elliot’s  place.  The  next  morning 
we  took  up  the  line  of  march  in  the  direction  of  Round  Prairie.  The 


Chai*.  XXXIV.]  SCOUT  TO  SPRING  RIVER  MILLS,  MO.,  ETC. 


547 


rains  enabled  us  to  track  any  force  that  might  be  in  the  vicinity.  We, 
however,  failed  to  see  any  sign  of  a camp,  and,  after  going  nearly  to 
Bound  Prairie,  we  turned  east  to  Chapel  Hill,  then  to  Hopewell.  Here 
we  ascertained  that  the  guerrillas  were  not  concentrated,  but  were  on 
Davis  Creek,  on  the  waters  of  the  Sni,  and  in  Greenton  Valley.  One 
of  our  reconnoitering  parties  killed  2 of  the  guerrillas,  and,  night 
coming  on,  we  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  Hopewell. 

The  next  morning  I divided  our  force  into  three  parties.  Sent  one 
down  the  Sni,  one  down  Davis  Creek,  and  came,  with  the  artillery, 
through  Greenton  Valley,  reaching  here  on  the  evening  of  the  9th.  The 
expedition  determined  clearly  to  my  mind  that  the  guerrillas  had  not 
concentrated.  I am  very  much  inclined  to  think  that  our  appearance  in 
Texas  Prairie  on  the  7th,  and  the  heavy  rain-storm  of  the  night  of  the 
6th,  prevented  their  concentration. 

At  10  o'clock  of  the  7th,  as  we  came  east,  we  found  that  the  guerrillas 
had  gone  east.  On  the  night  of  the  7th,  our  men  chased  numerous  small 
bands  on  the  Sni  and  Davis  Creek,  but  were  unable  to  overtake  them. 
I directed  some  seven  families  of  the  most  influential  rebels,  who  have 
been  feeding  and  harboring  guerrillas,  to  report  at  Lexington,  within 
ten  days,  with  their  families  and  effects,  prepared  to  leave  the  country. 
The  women  gave  more  aid  and  comfort  than  the  men  to  the  guerrillas. 
I learned  that  the  guerrillas  had  notified  some  Union  families  to  leave, 
and  I did  not  know  of  a better  plan  than  to  retaliate,  to  afford  protec- 
tion to  the  loyal  men.  I hope  this  move  will  meet  your  approval,  be- 
cause it  will  be  impossible  to  rid  the  country  and  protect  the  loyal 
people  while  these  notorious  and  influential  families  remain  to  feed  and 
comfort  them. 

The  two  companies  that  came  from  the  south,  as  it  is  said,  to  escort 
Quantrill  out,  commanded  by  Blunt  and  Graves,  were  on  the  Sni,  west 
of  Hopewell,  on  the  night  of  the  7th,  and,  from  the  best  information  I 
could  get,  I supposed  they  had  gone  east  from  there.  Diligent  search 
failed  to  find  them  on  the  Sni  on  the  8th  and  9th.  Graves  was  killed  on 
the  evening  of  the  7th,  west  of  Hopewell,  on  the  Sni,  by  his  own  men. 

I will  keep  up  constant  scouting,  and  if  1 can  learn  anything  in  rela- 
tion to  concentration,  advise  you  at  once  by  telegraph. 

While  absent,  the  post  being  in  charge  of  a few  men,  mostly  Provis- 
ional Militia,  2 prisoners,  named  Carlisle  and  Porter,  made  their  escape. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  humble  servant, 

JAMES  McFERRAH, 

Colonel  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , Commanding  Post. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing,  Kansas  City. 


AUGUST  6-11,  1863. — Scout  from  Houston  to  Spring  River  Mills,  Mo.,  and 

skirmishes. 

Report  of  Capt.  Richard  Murphy , Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Bolla,  Mo.,  August  16,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  a scout 
made  by  me,  in  accordance  with  special  orders  from  your  headquarters: 

On  the  6th  instant,  I started  from  Houston,  Mo.,  with  detachments 
from  Companies  B,  C,  F,  and  G,  of  the  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry, with  two  pieces  of  artillery  from  Captain  Backoffs  battery,  under 
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command  of  Lieutenant  [C.]  Stierlin,  the  whole  force  amounting  to  270 
men.  On  the  night  of  the  (3th,  I reached  Hutton  Valley  without  meet- 
ing with  anything  of  importance. 

On  the  7 th,  about  15  miles  south  of  Hutton  Valley,  the  advance, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Benz,  came  upon  a band  of  rebels,  num- 
bering about  20.  Our  men  fired  on  the  rebels,  when  they  fled,  and  a 
running  fight  ensued,  in  which  2 of  the  rebels  were  killed.  I encamped 
that  night  about  15  miles  southeast  of  West  Plains. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  when  I had  advanced  about  8 miles  from 
my  last  camp  in  a southeasterly  direction,  the  advance  guard,  under 
Lieutenant  [A.]  Muntzel,  was  fired  on  by  a party  of  guerrillas,  num- 
bering from  25  to  30,  and  posted  on  an  eminence.  Lieutenant  Muntzel 
charged  on  the  rebels,  when  they  fled  precipitately,  pursued  by  him.  In 
this  skirmish  there  were  3 rebels  killed  by  the  men  under  Lieutenant 
Muntzel,  and  5 more  by  the  scouts  and  flankers.  On  this  same  day  1 
proceeded  2 miles  farther  to  Gouge’s  Mill,  at  which  place  I found  a 
notice  posted  up,  calling  on  the  citizens  to  enlist  in  the  Confederate 
army.  I surrounded  this  mill  and  took  the  inmates  by  surprise.  There 
were  5 Confederate  soldiers,  2 of  whom  belonged  to  Burbridge  and  the 
remaining  3 to  Freeman’s  command.  This  mill  I found  to  be  a rendez- 
vous for  the  guerrillas  and  horse  thieves  which  infest  this  vicinity.  I 
also  found  a gunsmith  shop  at  this  place,  where  these  lawless  bands 
get  their  arms  repaired.  Both  of  these  buildings  I had  burned.  I then 
proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Spring  Biver  Mills,  but  when  only  3 miles 
on  the  way,  the  advance  was  again  fired  on  by  the  rebels,  who  were  con- 
cealed in  a corn-field  on  the  rise  of  a hill.  A slight  skirmish  then  took 
place,  when  5 of-  the  rebels  (as  near  as  I can  learn),  and  a fine  horse, 
supposed  to  belong  to  the  notorious  Nick  Yates,  were  killed.  I then 
proceeded  through  a rough  country  to  Spring  Biver  Mills.  My  scouts 
being  in  the  advance,  saw  3 men  running  with  guns  on  their  shoulders. 
The  scouts  gave  chase,  and  succeeded  in  killing  them  all.  I still  kept 
on,  and  reached  the  mill  about  4 o’clock  in  the  evening.  At  this  place 
I found  no  rebels,  but  arrested  one  man  on  suspicion,  who,  I think,  will  yet 
prove  to  be  a Confederate  soldier.  This  mill,  although  I found  no  rebels 
there,  is  nevertheless  a great  rendezvous  for  these  guerrillas.  Colonel 
Freeman  encamped  the  greater  part  of  the  summer  at  this  place.  Part 
of  his  camp  I found  still  standing.  He  had  vacated  it  about  two  weeks 
before,  and  is  now  supposed  to  be  about  35  miles  south  of  this,  with  a 
very  small  force.  This  mill,  on  account  of  its  reputed  bad  name  and  my 
own  knowledge  of  it  heretofore,  I had  burned,  with  a quantity  of  flour 
and  corn,  which  was  in  it.  After  feeding,  and  resting  about  two  hours, 

I started  back  in  a northerly  course  to  a good  camping  place,  about  4 
miles  from  the  mill.  My  scouts,  at  this  place,  went  out  and  found  5 
rebels,  all  armed  and  on  foot,  running  to  the  woods.  The  scouts  succeeded 
in  killing  2 of  these.  The  house  at  which  I was  now  camped  I found 
to  be  a notorious  den.  I found  one  Minie  and  several  small  bird  rifles ; , 
also  some  unserviceable  United  States  horse  equipments.  The  house  I 
burned.  The  bird  rifles  and  horse  equipments  I also  destroyed. 

The  next  morning,  having  fulfilled  my  orders,  and  my  horses  being 
very  much  broken  down,  I started  back,  and,  after  marching  a few  miles, 

I sent  Lieutenant  Muntzel,  with  30  men,  about  5 miles  in  advance. 
They  reached  the  vicinity  of  Thomasville,  when  they  were  fired  on  by 
a party  of  rebels  hid  in  the  woods,  and  a corporal  of  Lieutenant  Munt- 
zel’s  command  slightly  wounded  in  the  left  arm.  That  night  I encamped 
4 miles  north  of  Thomasville. 

The  next  day  I marched  to  Jack’s  Fork,  over  a very  rough  country, 
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aixl  on  the  11th  I reached  Houston,  after  an  absence  of  six  days,  march- 
ing a distance  of  250  miles,  killing  at  least  20  rebels ; destroying  at 
least  all  their  principal  places  of  rendezvous ; capturing  a great  many 
prisoners,  11  of  whom  I brought  to  Houston,  the  others  I released,  not 
having  sufficient  evidence  against  them ; also  20horses,5  of  which,  being 
without  shoes  and  very  poor,  I was  forced  to  leave  on  the  road,  and  5 
more  I gave  back  to  citizens  on  my  return  to  Houston,  they  proving 
their  loyalty  and  lawful  ownership.  The  remaining  10  I still  have, 
awaiting  your  disposal.  Also  one  Minie  and  three  bird  rifles,  they  being 
all  I found  worth  bringing  with  me.  The  others  I had  destroyed,  so  as 
to  be  entirely  useless. 

Hoping,  general,  this  will  meet  with  your  approval,  and  anxious  for 
authority  from  you  to  make  another  such  trip  as  soon  as  consistent,  I 
have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EiCHAKD  MUBPHY, 

Captain , Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies, 

Commanding  Rolla  District , Holla , Mo. 


AUGUST  8,  1863. — Affair  on  Clear  Creek,  near  Eall  Town,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Robert  Carpenter , Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

Ball  Town,  Mo.,  August  12,  1863. 

Major  : After  my  compliments,  I have  the  honor  of  reporting  my 
proceedings  relative  to  your  order.  I had  designed,  and  it  was  agreed 
upon,  that  Company  D,  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  [J.]  Crites,  of  same  company,  should  start  from  Fort  Scott 
on  the  6th  of  August,  at  noon,  and  proceed  as  far  as  Moore’s  Mill,  on 
the  Marmiton,  scouting  the  country  thoroughly  as  they  proceeded ; Lieu- 
tenant [H.]  Pond  to  start  from  Dry  Wood,  to  arrive  at  Nevada  early 
on  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  August,  scouting  the  country  also  as  he 
came.  Colonel  Brag  was  to  proceed  from  Lamar,  coming  down  Little 
Dry  Wood,  to  meet  Lieutenant  Pond  at  Nevada  on  the  morning  of  the 
7th,  whence  all  were  to  proceed  toward  Ball  Town,  Mo.,  until  they 
met  me,  with  my  force  divided  in  two  parts.  My  ground  of  operation 
was  from  Timbered  Hill,  at  the  junction  of  the  Little  Osage  and  the 
Marmiton,  scouting  both  sides  of  the  Marmiton,  all  parties  closing  in 
until  we  all  met.  The  parties  performed  their  respective  portions  of  the 
labor  allotted  them  with  promptness  and  dispatch,  with  the  exception 
of  Colonel  Brag,  who  failed  to  report  as  per  arrangement.  We  all 
worked  hard  all  day,  and  found  out  the  enemy  had  left  in  the  direction 
of  Horse  Creek,  whereupon  we  determined  to  pursue  him,  thinking 
we  might  intercept  him  in  some  of  the  recesses  of  Clear  Creek. 

We  all  started  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  from  Ball  Town,  Mo.,  and 
proceeded  in  a little  east  of  south  course  toward  the  head  of  Clear 
Creek.  When  we  proceeded  down  the  creek  a short  distance,  our  scouts 
reported  fresh  trail.  We  had  gone  but  about  100  rods,  when,  turning  an 
angle  in  the  road,  we  came  upon  5 of  the  enemy.  The  scouts  being  on  the 
advance,  immediately  fired  upon  them.  Three  of  them,  being  mounted, 
escaped,  after  a race  of  about  2 miles  (it  being  nearly  dark) ; the  other 
two  we  shot,  capturing  their  horses  and  arms.  Thence  we  proceeded  1 
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mile  clown  the  creek.  Rode  up  to  a house.  A man  running  from  the 
house,  the  boys  fired  on  him,  but  it  being  dark  he  escaped  in  the  brush 
and  weeds,  an  abundant  growth  of  which  every  house  is  surrounded 
with.  We  went  into  camp  for  the  night. 

Next  morning  early  we  determined  to  divide  our  command  and  insti- 
tute a thorough  search  from  that  point  up  both  sides  of  the  creek,  clear 
to  its  very  head.  I took  the  north  and  Lieutenant  Pond  the  south  side. 
I proceeded  to  the  head  of  the  creek  without  discovering  any  signs  of 
the  enemy  ; but  not  so  with  Lieutenant  Pond.  He  had  not  proceeded 
more  than  a mile  when  he  discovered  an  old  camp  where  they  had  staid 
the  night  previous.  He  immediately  sent  me  word  of  what  he  had  found, 
viz,  5 horses  secreted  in  their  camp,  accompanied  with  a request  that 
he  might  be  allowed  to  remain  in  their  camp  that  night,  with  a view  of 
capturing  them  on  their  return.  I acceded,  and  moved  my  force  within 
supporting  distance,  and  remained  on  our  arms  the  remainder  of  the 
night ; but  they  did  not  return,  and  it  appeared  they  had  gone  farther 
south.  Whereupon  I despaired  of  even  a possibility  of  finding  more 
than  one  man  in  a place,  and  thinking  I could  do  no  more  at  present,  I 
returned,  scouting  the  brush  and  woods  thoroughly  to  the  head  of  Clear 
Creek;  thence  down  Little  Dry  Wood,  where  we  found  out  the  fact  of 
their  having  camped  on  Dry  Wood  on  the  night  of  the  7th,  and  directly 
on  the  route  the  militia  were  to  take  to  come  to  our  place  of  meeting  of 
said  day;  thus  proving  to  us  plainly  that  had  Colonel  Brag  performed 
his  part  of  the  contract,  the  guerrillas,  in  all  probability,  would  have 
been,  if  not  quite,  very  nearly  annihilated ; and,  major,  I was  greatly 
chagrined  to  think  of  the  coloneks  failure  to  do  his  part.  Thence  I 
returned  to  Ball  Town,  scouting  the  country  thoroughly  for  signs,  but 
found  none. 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  CARPENTER, 
Commanding  Detachment. 


Major  Blair, 

Commanding  Post  at  Fort  Scott . 


AUGUST  9,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Garden  Hollow,  near  Pineville,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Charles  B.  McAfee , Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Newtonia,  Mo.,  August  10,  1863. 

General  : Lieutenant  [R.  B.]  Riggs,  at  Neosho,  reports  to  me  this 
evening  that  he  on  yesterday,  with  a small  party,  marched  to  within  3 
miles  of  Coffee’s  camp,  at  Garden  Hollow,  near  Pineville.  There  he 
came  in  contact  with  a small  party  of  Coffee’s  men,  and  succeeded  in 
killing  3 and  wounding  2,  and  took  2 prisoners.  He  reports  Coffee  to 
be  at  Garden  Hollow,  near  Pineville,  with  from  300  to  500  men ; his  in- 
tentions unknown. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

C.  B.  McAFEE, 

Captain  Third  Battalion , Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Brigadier-General  McNeil, 

Commanding  Southwestern  District  of  Missouri . 
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AUGUST  9-13,  1863. — Scout  from  Cape  Girardeau  to  the  Ash  Hills  and 
Poplar  Bluff,  Mo.,  and  skirmish  (13th)  at  the  Ash  Hills. 

Report  of  Maj.  Frederick  R.  Poole , Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  1st  Batt.  2d  Mo.  State  Militia  Cav., 

Cape  Girardeau,  August  20,  1863. 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  9th  instant,  I marched 
with  my  battalion  and  one  company  of  the  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  [ W.  F.]  Orr,  at  9.30  p.  m.  same  evening, 
to  re-enforce  Major  Montgomery,  commanding  Post  Bloomfield,  whom 
you  had  informed  me  you  supposed  to  be  in  imminent  danger.  I 
marched  all  night,  though  with  some  difficulty,  having  in  several  in- 
stances, owing  to  the  darkness  and  the  thickly  wooded  glades,  to  light 
the  port-fires  (belonging  to  the  mountain  howitzer  which  I brought 
with  me)  to  enable  the  drivers  to  keep  the  road,  and  arrived  next  day 
at  Bloomfield. 

I telegraphed  you  from  Bloomfield  that,  from  all  information  and  in- 
dications, I thought  that  Major  Montgomery  need  have  no  fears  of  an 
attack;  and  on  the  12th  received  orders  from  you  to  move  my  command 
through  the  Ash  Hills,  iu  the  direction  of  Pocahontas,  to  obtain  all  the 
information  possible  touching  rebel  forces  in  the  southern  tier  of  counties; 
and,  should  I find  no  body  of  rebels,  was  to  proceed  no  farther  south 
than  the  Ash  Hills,  and  return  via  Greenville,  or  in  that  direction,  to 
the  Cape. 

In  obedience  to  the  above  instructions,  I moved  in  the  direction  indi- 
cated the  same  evening.  Marched  all  night,  to  avoid  the  intense  heat, 
resting  a few  hours  at  Camp  Poole,  near  Saint  Francisville,  to  rest  and 
feed.  Then,  moving  forward,  we  crossed  the  Saint  Francis  Biver  at 
Indian  Ford,  and  proceeded  down  the  Ash  Hill  road  10  miles,  along 
the  west  bank  of  the  Saint  Francis,  and  entered  the  Ash  Hills  country 
about  5 p.  m.  on  the  evening  of  the  13th.  At  this  point,  hearing  of  no 
enemy,  and  my  men  and  animals  being  very  much  fatigued,  I took  Cap- 
tain [P.  D.]  McClanahan  and  two  men  in  advance  to  select  and  lay  out 
our  camp,  when,  coming  to  a short  angle  of  the  road,  we  met,  face  to 
face,  about  80  armed  guerrillas.  The  column  being  about  200  yards 
in  rear,  we  charged  them  with  saber  and  pistol,  killing  6 on  the  spot, 
wounded  several,  and  captured  several  horses  ; also  a large  lot  of  am- 
munition and  arms,  when  they  broke  like  sheep  to  the  swamp.  In  the 
melee,  I received  a shot  through  the  right  leg,  which  proved  very  pain- 
ful. Having  no  doctor  nor  ambulance,  I had  to  ride  on  horseback  five 
days  after  being  wounded.  I also  had  my  horse  shot  nearly  at  the 
same  instant  that  I was  wounded  myself,  and  he  fell  heavily  upon  me, 
injuring  me  considerably. 

The  casualty  occurring  to  myself  and  horse  was  the  only  one  received 
by  my  command  during  the  entire  scout.  About  2 miles  from  the  scene 
of  the  skirmish  we  went  into  Camp  McClanahan,  and  rested  for  the 
night;  distant  from  Bloomfield  about  40  miles. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  continued  our  course  through  Ash  Hills 
until  we  arrived  at  their  base,  striking  Black  Biver ; then  moved  north 
on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  and  arrived  and  encamped  at  Poplar  Bluff, 
25  miles  from  Camp  McClanahan.  Came  up  with  3 more  guerrillas 
during  the  day,  who  were  all  killed. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  we  marched  up  G miles  on  the  west 
side  of  Black  River,  crossed  the  ford,  and  proceeded  in  the  direction  of 
Greenville,  encamping  at  Camp  Law,  on  Otter  Greek,  25  miles  from 
Poplar  Bluff. 

On  the  16th,  broke  up  camp  at  daybreak,  passed  through  Greenville, 
and  went  into  Camp  Rogers,  18  miles  from  Dallas  and  25  from  Camp 
Law. 

[August]  17,  reveille  at  3 a.  m.  Left  Camp  Rogers  at  4 a.  in.,  and 
marched  to  Camp  Thomson,  within  23  miles  of  the  Cape. 

[August]  18,  left  Camp  Thomson  at  4 a.  m.,  and  arrived  safely  in 
camp  at  Cape  Girardeau  about  3 o’clock  the  same  day. 

From  Bloomfield  to  Saint  Francisville  the  road  leads  across  a high 
and  rolling  country,  but  from  Saint  Francisville  to  Ash  Hill  there  is 
little  or  nothing  but  glades  and  swamps,  which,  at  any  other  season  of 
the  year,  would  be  utterly  impracticable  for  artillery.  The  roads  through 
Ash  Hills  are  indistinct  and  wretchedly  bad,  and  again,  upon  striking 
the  river,  there  are  about  10  miles  of  glades  to  pass  through  before 
reaching  Poplar  Bluff.  The  little  howitzer  that,  I had  with  me  was  the 
first  thing  in  the  shape  of  artillery  that  ever  passed  over  that  road.  I 
think  the  distance  from  Bloomfield  to  Poplar  Bluff',  via  Ash  Hills,  is 
about  50  miles.  Forage  out  of  the  question,  the  men  in  that  country 
preferring  bushwhacking  to  honest  labor.  The  roads  from  Poplar  Bluff 
to  Dallas  mostly  pass  through  rolling,  barren,  and  uninhabited  sections, 
but  are  good,  and  must  be  at  all  times  practicable  for  the  heaviest  artil- 
lery. I found  great  difficulty  in  procuring  forage  enough  for  my  command 
between  Poplar  Bluff  and  Dallas,  Marmaduke’s  and  General  Davidson’s 
commands  having  consumed  everything  within  reach.  New  hay  is 
plenty  between  Dallas  and  the  Cape,  and  the  farmers  at  those  points 
are  assiduously  at  work  raising  good  crops  of  corn. 

From  all  the  information  that  I could  collect,  I have  good  reason  to 
believe  that  there  are  no  considerable  armed  bodies  of  rebels  in  the 
State,  as  I had  good  information  that  they  were  all  ordered  south  to- 
ward the  line  of  Texas,  and  those  that  now  remain  are  merely  mutineers 
or  guerrillas,  who  have  refused  to  obey  the  orders,  taking  it  as  a sub- 
terfuge that  they  belong  to  the  old  State  Guard  and  cannot  be  taken 
out  of  the  State.  I should  have  no  hesitancy  to  take  one  squadron  and 
move  in  any  direction  through  this  portion  of  the  State. 

To  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  I tender  my  sincere 
thanks  for  their  good  conduct  and  cheerfulness  throughout  the  trip. 
During  the  march  of  200  miles  I never  heard  a murmur,  although  we 
frequently  marched  twenty-four  hours  without  eating.  I especially 
recommend  to  your  notice  Captain  McClanahan  and  Buglers  [E.  Z.j 
Shannon  and  [W.C.]  Thatcher  for  their  unflinching  courage  and  bravery 
in  following  me  where  none  but  the  brave  and  true  could  have  fought 
and  lived.  To  them  I owe  my  life  and  a never-ending  debt  of  gratitude. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  R.  POOLE, 

Major , Comdg.  First  Batt.  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav. 

Col.  J.  B.  Rogers, 

Commanding  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


Chap.  XXXIV.] 


SKIRMISH  AT  PINEVILLE,  MO. 


553 


AUGUST  10,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Dayton,  Mo. 

Report  of  May.  Alexander  W.  Mullins , First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry. 

Headquarters, 

Harrisonville , Mo .,  August  12,  1863. 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  orders  from  Headquarters  District  of 
the  Border,  I arrived  at  this  place  yesterday,  and  am  now  stationed 
here  with  my  command.  Company  B,  First  Missouri  State  Militia 
Cavalry,  and  Company  I,  Sixth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  are  also  sta- 
tioned here.  One  company  of  the  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry  Volunteers 
and  two  companies  of  the  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  have 
just  started  from  here  to  Napoleon,  and  one  company  of  the  Fourth 
Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  to  Trading  Post,  40  miles  southwest  from 
here. 

While  on  the  march  from  Germantown,  day  before  yesterday  evening, 
Company  H,  my  advance,  came  in  collision  with  a squad  of  bush- 
whackers at  Dayton,  15  miles  south  of  Harrisonville,  and  a brisk  skirmish 
ensued,  in  which  2 bushwhackers  were  killed  and  1 severely  wounded. 
Our  boys  came  through  unscathed,  although  they  charged  upon  a barn 
where  the  rebels  took  shelter,  and  drove  the  rebels  from  it.  The  horse 
of  Sergeant  [W.  L.]  Meek,  Company  H,  received  three  wounds,  and  one 
other  of  our  horses  was  slightly  wounded.  We  captured  3 horses,  4 
pistols,  2 miniature  rebel  flags,  &c. 

Pleasant  Hill  was  a few  days  since  evacuated  by  the  Federal  troops, 
and  has  been  partially  burned  by  the  bushwhackers.  I do  not  suppose 
that  it  was  contemplated  that  we  should  remain  at  this  place  longer  than 
the  present  (assumed)  emergency.  However,  it  may  be  different,  and  the 
removal  of  other  troops  from  this  station  looks  as  though  we  might  pos- 
sibly remain  here  some  considerable  time.  I am  inclined  to  think  the 
force  of  bushwhackers  in  this  part  of  the  country  has  been,  and  now  is, 
by  most  officers,  greatly  overestimated.  But  I may,  myself,  be  mistaken. 
They  are  scattered  all  over  the  country.  The  forage  guard  had  a skir- 
mish to-day  a few  miles  from  town. 

Very  respectfullv, 

ALEX.  W.  MULLINS, 

Major  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Col.  James  McFerran, 

Commanding , Lexington , Mo. 


AUGUST  13,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Pineville,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col.  Fdicin  C.  Catherwood , Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry. 

Headquarters, 

Springfield , Mo.,  September  19,  1S63. 
General:  Pursuant  to  Special  Orders,  No.  354,  from  your  head- 
quarters, I left  Springfield,  August  9,  1863,  with  detachments  of  Sixth 
Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  section 
of  howitzers,  in  pursuit  of  Coffee.  After  three  days  and  nights’  marches, 
I met  the  enemy  at  Pineville,  in  McDonald  County,  Missouri.  He  was 
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completely  routed,  with  loss  of  between  GO  and  70  killed,  wounded,  and 
prisoners,  principally  killed ; all  his  train,  stores,  &c.  The  rout  was  so 
complete  that  no  remnant  of  his  command  could  be  found  together. 

At  White  Rock  Prairie  I was  re-enforced  by  a battalion  of  the  Eighth 
Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  with  orders  to  march  to  Eentonville, 
Ark,  and  report  to  Colonel  [W.  F.]  Cloud.  Arriving  at  Eentonville, 
found  Cloud  had  moved,  leaving  instructions  for  me  to  move  in  south- 
west direction  toward  Fort  Gibson,  in  Indian  Nation.  At  Fort  Gibson 
received  instructions  to  march  to  Honey  Springs,  on  the  Canadian. 
Here  joined  Major-General  Blunt’s  command,  and  moved  with  him 
throughout  his  entire  raid  into  Arkansas  and  Indian  Nation,  participat- 
ing in  all  the  engagements  of  the  expedition.  At  the  battle  of  Eack 
Bone  Mountain  I lost  2 men  killed  and  2 wounded.  Returned  to  Fort 
Smith,  wilich  place  we  occupied  September  1,  1863.  We  remained  at 
Fort  Smith  one  week,  continually  scouting  in  direction  of  the  enemy,  giv- 
ing aid  to  thousands  of  oppressed  loyal  men,  who  had  been  forced  into 
the  rebel  ranks  by  the  brutality  and  despotism  of  the  Confederate  rulers, 
to  come  into  our  lines,  which  they  did,  with  horses  and  arms,  and,  in 
almost  every  instance,  enlisted  in  the  United  States  service.  It  was 
clearly  demonstrated  that  three-fourths  of  the  rebel  army  of  Arkansas 
and  Texas  were  Union  men,  and  could  not  be  forced  to  fight  the  armies 
of  the  Federal  Government.  Throughout  the  entire  raid  the  people  re- 
joiced at  the  change ; their  only  fear  was  that  the  country  would  not  be 
held  by  our  troops.  We  remained  at  Fort  Smith  until  re-enforcements 
had  arrived  sufficient  to  make  the  post  secure,  when,  upon  representa- 
tion of  the  condition  of  my  command,  being  destitute  of  stores,  I was 
relieved  by  order  from  General  Blunt,  and  allowed  to  return.  On  the 
return  march  I destroyed  two  large  tanneries,  one  distillery,  and  a large 
lot  of  leather,  hides,  &c. 

We  were  out  six  weeks,  without  tents  or  a change  of  clothing,  and  a 
great  portion  of  the  time  on  very  short  rations ; marched  over  700  miles. 
The  sanitary  condition  of  the  command  could  not  have  been  better.  I 
did  not  leave  a sick  man  on  the  trip. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  CATHERWOOD, 
Colonel , Commanding  Expedition. 

Brig.  Gen.  Jno.  McNeil, 

Commanding  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri. 

ADDENDA. 

Hdqrs.  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield , Mo .,  August  15,  1S63. 

Col.  E.  C.  CATHERWOOD, 

Commanding  Expedition  against  Coffee  : 

Colonel:  Your  dispatch  from  the  field*  near  Pineville,  announcing 
your  defeat  of  Coffee  and  his  band,  has  been  received.  I heartily  con- 
gratulate you  on  this  distinguished  success.  You  will  tender  to  the. 
brave  officers  and  men  of  your  command,  including  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain Burch,  my  cordial  and  sincere  thanks  for  their  bravery,  endurance, 
and  devotion  to  duty,  testified  on  this  expedition.  The  rout  of  Coffee 
seems  to  have  been  signal  and  complete,  and  the  southwestern  counties 
of  our  State  are  thus  relieved  of  the  terrors  of  a ruthless  marauder 
and  thief.  I hope  the  pursuit  may  continue  to  be  conducted  with  the 
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same  energy  and  determination  that  has  marked  your  progress  thus  far. 
Southwest  Missouri,  by  a few  such  examples,  will  be  relieved  of  the  pres- 
ence of  those  lawless  bandits  and  marauders  that  have  so  long  crim- 
soned her  hearths  and  desolated  her  fields. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

[JOHN  McNEIL,] 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 


AUGUST  13-SEPTEMBEE,  11, 1863. — Expedition  against  Indians  in  Dakota. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  EVENTS. 

Sept.  3,  1863. — Action  near  White  Stone  Hill,  Dak. 

5,  1863. — Skirmish  near  White  Stone  Hill,  Dak. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Sully,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  expedition. 

No.  2. — Col.  David  S.  Wilson,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

No.  3. — Maj.  Albert  E.  House,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

No.  4. — Col.  Robert  W.  Furnas,  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry. 


No.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Sully,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  expedition. 

Headquarters  Northwestern  Expedition, 

Camp  at  mouth  of  Little  Cheyenne  River,  September  11,  1863. 

Major  : The  last  report  I had  the  honor  to  send  you  was  from  the 
mouth  of  this  Little  Cheyenne  Eiver,  bearing  date  August  16, 1863 ; since 
which  time  my  movements  have  been  too  rapid,  and  the  danger  of  send- 
ing any  communication  such  that  it  has  been  impossible  for  me  to  do  so. 
I therefore  have  the  honor  to  report  my  movements  from  last  report  up 
to  date. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  the  steamer  I was  waiting  for,  with  sup- 
plies, finally  arrived.  She  was  immediately  unloaded,  and  all  the  bag- 
gage of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  command  was  sent  down  by  her  to 
the  depot  at  Fort  Pierre,  together  with  every  man  who  was  in  the  least 
sick  or  not  well  mounted.  By  this  I reduced  my  force  considerably,  and 
was  enabled  to  transport,  with  the  wretched  mules  that  had  been  fur- 
nished me,  about  twenty-three  days’  rations,  and  forage  enough  to  keep 
these  transportation  animals  alive,  depending  on  grass  I might  find  to 
feed  the  cavalry  and  artillery  horses.  Luckily  for  me,  I found  the  graz- 
ing north  in  much  better  condition  than  I had  dared  to  hope  for. 

On  the  20th,  we  were  visited  by  one  of  the  most  terrific  rain  and  hail 
storms  I have  seen.  This  stampeded  some  of  my  animals,  and  a few 
were  lost — they  swam  across  the  Missouri — and  it  also  destroyed  a quan- 
tity of  my  rations  in  the  wagons,  thereby  causing  me  some  delay  in  the 
march;  but  I succeeded  in  gettingoff  on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st,  and 
marched  up  the  Little  Cheyenne  about  11  miles,  the  road  being  very 
heavy.  The  next  day  we  marched  only  7 miles,  camping  at  a slough  on 
the  prairie  without  wood.  The  next  day  we  marched  in  a northwesterly 
direction  to  the  outlet  of  Swan  Lake. 
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On  the  24th,  we  marched  due  north  18  miles,  and  encamped  on  a small 
creek  called  Bois  Cache.  Here  we  came  into  the  buffalo  country,  and 
I formed  a hunting  party  for  the  command,  which  I had  soon  to  disband, 
as  they  disabled  more  horses  than  buffaloes.  We  continued  our  march 
north  about  22  miles,  and  reached  a small  stream  called  Bird  Ache 
Creek.  This  day  the  hunters  succeeded  in  killing  many  buffaloes,  and 
reported  that  they  saw  Indians  near  the  Missouri. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  I sent  out  a small  scouting  party, 
who  captured  two  squaws  and  some  children,  and  brought  them  in  to 
me.  These  Indians  reported  that  General  Sibley  had  had  a fight  near 
the  head  of  Long  Lake,  and  that  they  were  on  their  way  to  the  agency 
at  Crow  Creek,  but  were  lost,  and  were  alone ; but  the  scouts  found 
tracks  of  lodges  going  up  the  Missouri.  I therefore  immediately  detailed 
Companies  F and  K,  of  the  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry,  under  command 
of  Captain  [D.]  La  Boo,  ordering  them  to  go  to  the  Missouri  and  follow 
up  the  trail,  with  orders  to  capture  some  Indians  if  possible,  and  bring 
them  in,  so  that  I might  get  information  ; if  they  could  not  do  that,  to 
kill  them  and  destroy  their  camps.  I continued  the  march  with  the  rest 
of  the  command  that  day,  passing  through  large  herds  of  buffaloes,  and 
was  obliged  to  make  a march  of  35  miles  before  I could  reach  water.  The 
weather  was  very  hot,  and  it  was  night  before  we  reached  camp  on  the 
Beaver  Biver. 

On  the  27th,  I started  late,  having  had  some  difficulty  in  crossing  the 
river,  making  a march  of  5 miles,  still  in  a northerly  direction,  and  en- 
camped on  another  branch  of  the  same  river.  Company  K,  of  the  Second 
Nebraska,  joined  me  this  day,  having  been  separated  from  the  other 
company.  The  next  day  we  had  to  make  some  deviations  to  the  west 
on  account  of  hills  and  sloughs,  and  made  the  outlet  of  Long  Lake,  a 
march  of  about  20  miles.  On  the  way  we  saw  numerous  signs  of  Indians 
in  large  numbers  having  been  recently  there,  and  found  an  old  lame 
Indian  concealed  in  the  bushes,  who  was  well  known  by  many  of  the 
men  of  the  command  as  having  for  some  years  resided  near  Sioux  City. 
He  had  the  reputation  of  being  what  is  called  a u good  Indian.”  He 
stated  that  his  horse  had  been  taken  away  from  him,  and  that  he  had 
been  left  there.  He  looked  almost  starved  to  death.  He  gave  me  the 
following  details,  which  have  since  mostly  turned  out  to  be  correct : 
He  stated  that  General  Sibley  had  fought  the  Indians  at  the  head  of 
Long  Lake,  50  miles  northeast  from  me,  some  weeks  ago : that  he  fol- 
lowed them  down  to  the  mouth  of  Apple  Creek ; that  the  Indians  at- 
tacked him  on  the  way,  and  that  there  was  some  skirmishing.  At  Apple 
Creek  Sibley  had  another  fight,  and  that  in  all  the  fights  about  58 
Indians  were  killed ; that  General  Sibley  fortified  his  camp  at  Apple 
Creek,  and  after  a while  returned  to  James  Biver;  that  a few  days  after 
General  Sibley  left,  the  Indians,  who  had  their  scouts  out  watching, 
recrossed  the  Missouri,  and  while  doing  so  discovered  a Mackinaw  boat 
on  its  way  down.  They  attacked  the  boat,  fought  the  entire  day  until 
sundown,  sunk  her,  and  killed  all  onboard — 21  men,  3 women,  and  some 
children ; that  before  she  was  sunk,  the  fire  from  the  boat  killed  91 
Indians  and  wounded  many  more;  that  a small  war  party  followed 
Sibley  some  days;  returned  with  the  report  that  he  had  crossed  the  James 
Biver  ; then  some  of  the  Indians  went  north  ; the  larger  portion,  how- 
ever, went  toward  the  head  of  Long  Lake,  and  that  he  thought  a por- 
tion of  them  were  encamped  on  the  Missouri  Biver  west  of  me. 

This  report  was  so  much  in  keeping  with  the  Indian  mode  of  warfare 
that,  though  it  came  from  an  Indian,  I was  led  to  give  it  some  consider- 
ation, particularly  the  part  that  stated  the  Indians,  after  watching 
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Sibley’s  return,  reerossed  when  all  danger  was  over,  and  went  back  to 
their  old  bunting  grounds.  Besides,  the  guides  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  country  stated  that  u a large  body  of  Indians  could  not  live  on 
the  other  side  long  without  going  a great  distance  west ; that  always 
at  this  season  of  the  year  the  Indians  camped  on  the  Coteau,  near  the 
tributaries  of  the  James,  where  the  numerous  lakes  or  springs  kept  the 
grass  fresh ; here  the  buffalo  were  plenty,  and  the  lakes  and  streams 
full  of  fish ; and  that  here  they  prepared  their  meat  for  the  winter, 
moving  to  the  Missouri,  where  the  fuel  was  plenty,  to  winter.”  I there- 
fore determined  to  change  my  course  toward  the  east,  to  move  rapidly, 
and  go  as  far  as  my  rations  would  allow. 

I felt  serious  alarm  for  the  safety  of  Captain  La  Boo,  who  had  about 
50  men  with  him,  and  who  had  already  been  out  over  two  days  without 
rations.  I encamped  here  for  the  next  day,  and  sent  out  four  companies 
of  the  Second  Nebraska  and  one  of  the  Sixth  Iowa,  under  command  of 
Major  [J.  W.]  Pearman,  Second  Nebraska,  to  hunt  him  up,  and  see  if 
there  were  any  Indians  on  the  Missouri.  The  next  day,  however,  Cap- 
tain La  Boo’s  company  returned,  having  made  a march  of  187  miles, 
living  upon  what  buffalo  and  game  they  could  kill,  scouring  the  coun- 
try to  my  left,  overtaking  the  camp  of  ten  lodges  he  was  sent  after, 
destroying  them,  but  seeing  no  Indians.  This  same  day  (29th)  I sent 
two  companies  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  to  the  mouth  of  Apple  Creek.  They 
reported  on  their  return  that  they  found  the  fortified  camp  of  General 
Sibley,  his  trail,  and  his  return  trail  toward  the  east ; that  they  could 
see  no  signs  of  there  having  been  any  fight  there,  nor  could  they  see  the 
Mackinaw  boat  reported  by  this  old  Indian.  This  detachment  was 
under  command  of  Captain  [D.  W.  C.]  Cram,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry.  The 
battalion  of  Major  Pearmau  joined  me  before  starting,  having  seen 
nothing,  and,  after  a march  of  above  90  miles  through  a country  with 
no  wood  whatever,  but  with  good  grass  and  plenty  of  lakes  of  the  most 
abominable  water,  on  the  3d  of  September  we  reached  a lake,  where, 
on  the  plains  near  by,  were  the  remains  of  a very  large  number  of  buf- 
faloes killed,  some  quite  recently.  Here  I encamped  to  wait  the  reports 
of  the  commands  I had  out  during  the  march,  who  every  day  discovered 
fresh  signs  of  Indians,  their  lodge  trails  spread  over  the  country,  but 
all  moving  toward  a point  known  to  be  a favorite  haunt  of  the  Indians. 
I had  this  day  detailed  one  battalion  of  the  Sixth  Iowa,  Major  [A.  E.] 
House  commanding,  and  Mr.  Frank  La  Framboise  as  guide,  to  keep 
ahead  of  me  5 miles,  and,  in  case  they  saw  a small  band  of  Indians, 
to  attack  them,  or  take  them  prisoners.  If  they  should  find  a large 
band,  too  large  to  successfully  cope  with,  to  watch  the  camp  at  a dis- 
tance, and  send  word  back  to  me,  my  intention  being  to  leave  my 
train  under  charge  of  a heavy  guard,  move  up  in  the  night  time  so  as 
to  surround  them,  and  attack  them  at  daybreak.  But,  for  some  reason 
satisfactory  to  the  guide,  he  bore  off  much  to  my  left,  and  came  upon 
the  Indians  in  an  encampment  of  over  400  lodges,  some  say  000,  in 
ravines,  where  they  felt  perfectly  secure,  being  fully  persuaded  that  I 
was  still  on  my  way  up  the  Missouri.  This  is  what  the  Indian  prison- 
ers say.  They  also  state  that  a war  party  followed  me  on  my  way  up, 
in  hope  of  stampeding  me ; but  this  they  could  not  do.  I marched  with 
great  care,  with  an  advanced  guard  and  flankers  ; the  train  in  two  lines, 
00  paces  apart,  the  troops  on  each  side ; in  front  and  center,  myself 
with  one  company  and  the  battery ; all  loose  stock  was  kept  between 
the  lines  of  wagous.  In  this  way  I lost  no  animals  on  the  campaign 
except  some  few,  about  a dozen,  that  got  out  of  camp  at  night ; nor  did 
the  Indians,  during  all  the  trip,  ever  attack  me  or  try  to  stampede  me. 
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Major  House,  according  to  my  instructions,  endeavored  to  surround 
and  keep  in  the  Indians  until  word  could  be  sent  me ; but  this  was  an 
impossibility  with  his  300  men,  as  the  encampment  was  very  large, 
mustering  at  least  1,200  warriors.  This  is  what  the  Indians  say  they 
had,  but  I,  as  well  as  everybody  in  the  command,  say  over  1,500.  These 
Indians  were  partly  Santees,  from  Minnesota;  Out-heads,  from  the 
Coteau ; Yanktonais,  and  some  Blackfeet  who  belong  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Missouri,  and,  as  I have  since  learned,  Uncapa-pas,  the  same 
party  who  fought  General  Sibley  and  destroyed  the  Mackinaw  boat. 
Of  this  1 have  unmistakable  proof  from  letters  and  papers  found  in  the 
camp  and  on  the  persons  of  some  of  the  Indians,  besides  relics  of  the 
late  Minnesota  massacre ; also  from  the  fact  that  they  told  Mr.  La  Fram- 
boise, the  guide,  when  he  was  surrounded  by  about  200  of  them,  that 
“ they  had  fought  General  Sibley,  and  they  could  not  see  why  the  whites 
wanted  to  come  to  fight  them,  unless  they  were  tired  of  living  and  wanted 
to  die.”  Mr.  La  Framboise  succeeded  in  getting  away  from  them  after 
some  difficulty,  and  ran  his  horse  a distance  of  more  than  10  miles  to 
give  me  information,  Major  House,  with  his  command,  still  remaining 
there.  He  reached  me  a little  after  4 o’clock.  I immediately  turned 
out  my  command.  The  horses  at  the  time  were  out  grazing.  At  the 
sound  of  the  bugle,  the  men  rushed  with  a cheer,  and  in  a very  few 
minutes  saddled  up  and  were  in  line.  I left  four  companies,  and  all 
the  men  who  were  poorly  mounted,  in  the  camp,  with  orders  to  strike 
the  tents  and  corral  all  the  wagons,  and,  starting  off,  with  the  Second 
[Nebraska  on  the  right,  the  Sixth  Iowa  oir  the  left,  one  company  of  the 
Seventh  Iowa  and  the  battery  in  the  center,  at  a full  gallop,  we  made 
this  distance  of  over  10  miles  in  much  less  than  an  hour. 

On  reaching  near  the  ground  I found  that  the  enemy  were  leaving 
and  carrying  off  what  plunder  they  could.  Many  lodges,  however,  were 
still  standing.  I ordered  Colonel  [R.  W.]  Furnas,  Second  [Nebraska,  to 
push  his  horses  to  the  utmost,  so  as  to  reach  the  camp  and  assist  Major 
House  in  keeping  the  Indians  corralled.  This  order  was  obeyed  with 
great  alacrity,  the  regiment  going  over  the  plains  at  a full  run.  I was 
close  upon  the  rear  of  the  regiment  with  the  Sixth  Iowa.  The  [Nebraska 
took  to  the  right  of  the  camp,  and  was  soon  lost  in  a cloud  of  dust  over 
the  hills.  I ordered  Colonel  [D.  S.]  Wilson,  Sixth  Iowa,  to  take  to  the 
left,  while  I,  with  the  battery,  one  company  of  the  Seventh  Iowa,  Cap- 
tain [A.  J.]  Millard,  and  two  companies  of  the  Sixth  Iowa,  Major  Ten 
Broeck  commanding,  charged  through  the  center  of  the  encampment. 
I here  found  an  Indian  chief  by  the  name  of  Little  Soldier,  with  some 
few  of  his  people.  This  Indian  has  always  had  the  reputation  of  being 
a “ good  Indian  ” and  friendly.  I placed  them  under  guard  and  moved  on. 
Shortly  after  I met  with  the  notorious  chief  Big-head,  and  some  of  his 
men.  They  were  dressed  for  a fight,  but  my  men  cut  them  off*.  These 
Indians,  together  with  some  of  their  warriors,  mustering  about  30,  to- 
gether with  squaws,  children,  ponies,  and  dogs,  gave  themselves  up, 
numbering  over  120  human  beings.  About  the  same  time  firing  began 
about  a half  mile  from  me,  ahead,  and  was  kept  up,  becoming  more  and 
more  brisk,  until  it  was  quite  a respectable  engagement.  A report  was 
brought  to  me  (which  proved  to  be  false)  that  the  Indians  were  driving- 
back  some  of  my  command.  I immediately  took  possession  of  the  hil- 
locks near  by,  forming  line,  and  placing  the  battery  in  the  center  on  a 
higher  knoll.  At  this  time  night  had  about  set  in,  but  still  the  engage- 
ment was  briskly  kept  up,  and  in  the  melee  it  was  hard  to  distinguish 
my  line  from  that  of  the  enemy.  The  Indians  made  a very  desperate 
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resistance,  but  finally  broke  and  fled,  pursued  in  every  direction  by 
bodies  of  my  troops.  I would  here  state  that  the  troops,  though  mounted, 
were  armed  with  rifles,  and,  according  to  my  orders,  most  of  them  dis- 
mounted and  fought  afoot  until  the  enemy  broke,  when  they  remounted 
and  went  in  pursuit.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  I could  not  have  had 
an  hour  or  two  more  of  daylight,  for  I feel  sure,  if  I had,  I could  have 
annihilated  the  enemy.  As  it  was,  I believe  I can  safely  say  I gave 
them  one  of  the  most  severe  punishments  that  the  Indians  have  ever 
received.  After  night  set  in,  the  engagement  was  of  such  a promiscu- 
ous nature  that  it  was  hard  to  tell  what  results  would  happen ; I there- 
fore ordered  all  the  buglers  to  sound  the  “rally,”  and,  building  large 
fires,  remained  under  arms  during  the  night,  collecting  together  my 
troops. 

The  next  morning  early  (the  4th)  I established  my  camp  on  the  bat- 
tle-field, the  wagon  train,  under  charge  of  Major  Pearman,  Second  Ne- 
braska, having  in  the  night  been  ordered  to  join  me,  and  sent  out  strong 
scouting  parties  in  different  directions  to  scour  the  country  to  overtake 
what  Indians  they  could ; but  in  this  they  were  not  very  successful, 
though  some  of  them  had  some  little  skirmishes.  They  found  the  dead 
and  wounded  in  all  directions  of  them,  some  miles  from  the  battle-field; 
also  immense  quantities  of  provisions,  baggage,  &c.,  where  they  had 
apparently  cut  loose  their  ponies  from  “travois”  and  got  off*  on  them  ; 
also  large  numbers  of  ponies  and  dogs,  harnessed  to  “ travois,”  running 
all  over  the  prairie.  One  party  that  I sent  out  went  near  to  the  James 
River,  and  found  there  11  dead  Indians.  The  deserted  camp  of  the 
Indians,  together  with  the  country  all  around,  was  covered  with  their 
plunder.  I devoted  this  day,  together  with  the  following  (the  5th),  to 
destroying  all  this  property,  still  scouring  the  country.  I clo  not  think 
I exaggerate  in  the  least  when  I say  that  I burned  up  over  400,000  to 
500,000  pounds  of  dried  buffalo  meat  as  one  item,  besides  300  lodges, 
and  a very  large  quantity  of  property  of  great  value  to  the  Indians.  A 
very  large  number  of  ponies  were  found  dead  and  wounded  on  the  field ; 
besides,  a large  number  was  captured.  The  prisoners  (some  130)  I take 
with  me  below,  and  shall  report  to  you  more  specially  in  regard  to 
them. 

The  surgeon  of  the  Second  Nebraska  Regiment,  Dr.  Bowen,  who  has 
shown  great  energy  and  desire  to  attend  to  his  duties  during  the  cam- 
paign, started  out  during  the  night  of  the  engagement  with  a party  of 
15  men,  to  go  back  to  the  old  camp  to  procure  ambulances.  But  as  they 
did  not  return  on  the  morning  of  the  second  day,  I knew  that  he  was 
either  lost  or  captured.  (He  returned  about  noon  of  the  second  day.) 
I therefore  sent  out  small  scouting  parties  in  every  direction  to  hunt 
them  up.  One  of  these  fell  into  an  ambuscade,  by  which  4 of  the  party 
were  killed  and  the  rest  driven  in.  I immediately  sent  out  five  com- 
panies of  the  Nebraska  regiment,  Colonel  Furnas  in  command,  who, 
after  a long  march,  found  the  Indians  had  fled.  They  succeeded,  how- 
ever, in  overtaking  three  concealed  in  some  tall  grass,  whom  they  killed. 
The  fight  has  been  so  scattered,  the  dead  Indians  have  been  found  in 
so  mauy  different  places,  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  an  accu- 
rate report  of  the  number  killed  of  the  enemy.  I,  however,  think  I am 
safe  in  reporting  it  at  100.  (I  report  those  that  were  left  on  the  field 
and  that  my  scouting  parties  found.) 

During  the  engagement,  for  some  time,  the  Second  Nebraska,  afoot 
and  armed  with  rifles  (and  there  are  among  them  probably  some  of  the 
best  shots  in  the  world),  were* engaged  with  the  enemy  at  a distance  not 


560 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 


over  CO  paces,  pouring  on  them  a murderous  fire  in  the  ravine  where 
the  enemy  were  posted.  The  slaughter,  therefore,  must  have  been  im- 
mense. My  officers  and  the  guides  I have  with  me  think  150  will  not 
cover  their  loss.  The  Indian  reports  make  it  over  200.  That  the  gen- 
eral may  know  the  exact  locality  of  the  battle-field,  I would  state  that 
it  was,  as  near  as  I could  judge,  about  15  miles  west  of  James  Biver, 
and  about  half-way  between  the  latitudes  of  Bone  Bute  and  headwaters 
of  Elm  Biver,  as  laid  down  on  the  Government  map.  The  fight  took 
place  near  a hill  called  by  the  Indians  White  Stone  Hill. 

In  conclusion,  I would  state  that  the  troops  of  my  command  conducted 
themselves  well ; and  though  it  was  the  first  fight  that  nearly  all  of 
them  had  ever  been  in,  they  showed  that  they  are  of  the  right  material, 
and  that  in  time,  with  discipline,  they  will  make  worthy  soldiers.  It  is 
to  be  regretted  we  lost  so  many  valuable  lives  as  we  did,  but  this  could 
not  be  helped;  the  Indians  had  formed  line  of  battle  with  good  judg-  j 
ment,  from  which  they  could  be  dislodged  only  by  a charge.  I could  j 
not  use  my  artillery  without  greatly  endangering  the  lives  of  my  own 
men;  if  I could,  I could  have  slaughtered  them. 

I send  you,  accompanying,  the  reports  of  Colonel  Wilson,  Sixth  Iowa, 
and  Colonel  Furnas,  Second  Nebraska,  also  official  reports  of  killed  ancl 
wounded,  and  take  this  occasion  to  thank  both  those  officers  for  the 
good  conduct  and  cheerfulness  with  which  they  obeyed  my  orders  on 
the  occasion.  Both  of  them  had  their  horses  shot  in  the  action.  I would 
also  request  permission  to  state#  that  the  several  members  of  my  staff 
rendered  me  every  possible  assfstance. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  I took  up  my  line  of  march  for  Fort  Pierre. 

If  I could  have  remained  in  that  section  of  country  some  two  or  three 
weeks  I might  have  accomplished  more;  but  1 was  satisfied  by  the  re-  i 
ports  of  my  scouts  that  the  Indians  had  scattered  in  all  directions — some 
toward  .the  James  Biver;  some,  probably  the  Blackfeet,  to  recross  the 
Missour1 ; and  a part  of  them  went  north,  where  the  Indians  say  they 
have  friends  among  the  half-breeds  of  the  north.  My  rations  were 
barely  sufficient  with  rapid  marches  to  enable  me  to  reach  Fort  Pierre. 
The  animals,  not  only  the  teams  I have  already  reported  to  you  as  worth- 
less, but  also  the  cavalry  horses,  showed  the  effect  of  rapid  marching  | 
and  being  entirely  without  grain. 

I brought  with  me  all  the  prisoners  I had,  and  tried  to  question  them 
to  gain  some  information.  The  ment  refused  to  say  much,  except  that  | 
they  are  all  “good  Indians,”  and  the  other  bad  ones  joined  their  camp 
without  their  will. 

The  squaws,  however,  corroborate  the  report  I have  already  given  i 
you  in  regard  to  the  destruction  of  the  people  on  board  the  Mackinaw  j 
boat  and  the  fights  with  General  Sibley,  in  which  these  Indians  had  a 
part.  They  also  state  that  the  Indians,  after  recrossing  to  this  side  of 
the  Missouri,  sent  a party  to  follow  Sibley  until  he  went  to  the  James  | 
Biver,  then  returned  to  their  camp  near  Long  Lake  to  procure  a large  j 
quantity  of  provisions  and  other  articles  they  had  “cached”  there,  and 
then  came  to  the  camp  where  I met  them. 

After  marching  about  130  miles  we  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Little  ? 
Cheyenne  on  the  11th,  where  I found  the  steamboat  I had  ordered  to  be 
there  on  the  8th  instant.  It  was  lucky  she  was  there,  for  without  the 
grain  she  brought  up  I could  not  have  brought  my  empty  wagons  back,  , 
for  some  miles  north  of  Cheyenne  and  to  Pierre  the  grass  now  is  about 
all  gone.  I placed  my  wounded  on  the  boat,  and  as  many  empty  wagons 
as  she  could  carry.  I am  afraid  the  loss  of  horses  and  mules  will  be  ! 
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considered  very  great,  but  it  could  not  be  helped.  When  I found  it  im- 
possible for  the  rear  guard  to  get  an  animal  along,  I had  it  killed,  to 
prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALF.  SULLY, 

Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 

Maj.  J.  F.  Meline, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  of  the  Northwest. 

P.  S.— By  actual  count  the  number  of  my  prisoners  is  156 — men  32, 
women  and  children  124.  I would  also  beg  leave  to  say  that  in  the  ac- 
tion I had  of  my  command  between  600  and  700  men  actually  engaged. 
My  killed  number,  as  far  as  ascertained,  20;  wounded,  38. 


Return  of  Casualties  in  the  United  States  forces  engaged  with  Indians  near  White  Stone 
Hill,  Dakota , September  3 and  o,  1863. 


[Compiled  from  nominal  list  of  casualties,  returns,  &c.] 


Note. — Lieut.  Thomas  J.  Leavitt,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  mortally  wounded  September  3. 


No.  2. 

Deport  of  Col.  David  S.  Wilson , Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

In  Battle-field  of  White  Stone  Hill, 

September  3, 1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  an  account  of  the  participa- 
tion of  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry  in  the  battle  of  White  Stone  Hill  on  the 
3d  of  September,  1863. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  command  left  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Cheyenne 
on  the  21st  day  of  August  last.  Nothing  occurred  to  vary  the  monotony 
of  the  usual  hard  marches  until  the  date  above.  On  the  morning  of 
that  day  I received  an  order  from  you  to  detail  from  my  command  one 
battalion.  It  being  the  turn  of  the  Third  Battalion  to  scout,  an  order 
was  issued  directing  Maj.  A.  E.  House  to  report  to  your  headquarters 
for  instructions,  which  was  promptly  done.  Company  M,  commanded 
by  Capt.  Y.  J.  Williams,  of  said  battalion,  having  their  horses  used  up 
by  constant  scouting,  it  was  unable  to  proceed  with  the  detail,  its  place 
36  R R— VOL  XXII,  pt  l 
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being  supplied  by  Company  H,  of  the  Second  Battalion.  The  detail  for 
the  scout  was  Company  C,  L.  L.  Ainsworth,  captain ; Company  I,  L.  K. 
Wolfe,  captain;  Company  F,  S.  Shattuck,  captain;  and  Company  H, 
of  Second  Battalion,  C.  J.  Marsh,  captain.  In  speaking  of  the  Third 
Battalion,  I always  include  Company  II  in  this  battle.  They  left  the 
command  at  an  early  hour.  After  its  departure  the  brigade  took  up  its 
line  of  march  to  a point  10  miles  east  of  this  place,  where  we  arrived 
about  2 p.  m.  In  the  space  of  two  hours  the  messenger  dispatched  by 
Major  House  rode  swiftly  into  camp  with  the  information  that  there  was  i 
a very  large  body  of  Indians  near  him,  and  that  he  was  in  process  of 
negotiation  with  them  until  we  could  arrive.  It  was  but  the  work  of  a 
few  minutes  for  the  whole  command  to  be  upon  its  way  to  the  battle- 
field.  The  10  miles  distance  was  passed  quickly.  When  we  neared  the 
battle-held  1 received  an  order  from  you  directing  me  to  take  one  of  my 
battalions,  in  addition  to  the  Third.  The  First  was  taken  by  me,  and 
the  Second  Battalion  was  left  with  brigade  headquarters.  I then  pro- 
ceeded to  carry  out  your  orders  to  surround  the  Indians  and  drive 
them  in.  On  every  side  of  the  battle-held  were  straggling  Indians,  en- 
deavoring  to  escape.  Immediately  joining  the  hank  of  the  hirst  upon  j 
the  Second  Battalion,  and  marching  both  in  line,  we  succeeded  in  driving 
a large  portion  of  the  Indians  toward  your  headquarters,  down  into  a 
ravine.  By  the  shifting  and  dressing  of  the  line  as  it  marched,  1 became 
detached  from  the  First  and  was  thrown  into  the  Third  Battalion.  The 
Indians,  after  having  been  quietly  driven  quite  a distance  into  a com- 
mon center,  availed  themselves  of  the  darkness  that  was  coming  by 
suddenly  bring  upon  us,  which  hre,  though  entirely  unexpected,  was 
immediately  returned  by  us  with  terrible  effect.  We  then  commenced 
making  preparations  to  hght  on  foot,  when  the  darkness  became  so  im- 
penetrable that  it  was  impossible  to  proceed  farther.  It  was  at  this  hre 
of  the  enemy,  when  riding  some  little  distance  in  advance  of  the  battalion,  I 
that  my  horse  was  shot  with  a slug,  fatally  wounding  him.  He  lived  | 
long  enough  to  carry  me  about  30  rods.  After  the  darkness  set  in  we 
went  into  camp  immediately  upon  the  battle-held;  corralled  our  horses 
and  threw  out  pickets,  while  the  command  slept  upon  its  arms.  The 
night  was  excessively  dark  and  cold,  but  the  picket  guard  killed  2* 
Indians  that  were  found  straggling  near  our  camp.  At  length  the  day 
appeared,  when  we  found  that  the  enemy,  availing  themselves  °f  the 
darkness,  had  suddenly  decamped,  but  leaving  the  country  strewed  for 
miles  around  with  their  dried  meats,  provisions,  packs,  robes,  tepees, 
goods,  and  ponies.  . 

We  lost  in  this  engagement  1 commissioned  officer,  10  privates,  ancl 
had  11  wounded,  1 of  them  since  dying ; some  of  the  rest  being  wounded 
badly,  and  some  very  slightly. 

I take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  cheerfulness  with  which 
the  First  Battalion,  commanded  by  that  veteran,  Acting  Major  [J.] 
Galligan,  obeyed  every  order  during  the  time  they  were  under  my  com- 
mand. , 

Company  G,  of  the  First  Battalion,  and  Captain  [A.  B.]  Moreland, 
Lieutenant  [W.  A.]  Heath,  and  Sergeant  [B.]  Aubrey,  I understand, 
deserve  the  highest  praise  for  intrepidity  in  action.  Company  K,  and! 
Captain  [J.]  Logan  and  Lieutenant  [S.  M.]  Parker,  behaved  very  bravely, 
and  deserve  most  favorable  notice  for  their  bravery. 

Company  D,  Captain  [T.  W.]  Burdick  and  lieutenants,  although  tern 
porarily  detached  by  my  orders,  are  entitled  to  the  highest  praise.^  I 

The  Second  Battalion  did  not  participate  immediately  in  the  hght; 
as  stated;  but  from  the  zeal  with  which  they  entered  on  the  march  tc 
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the  battle-field,  and  the  cheerfulness  with  which  they  obeyed  all  orders, 
I have  no  doubt  but  the  highest  desire  would  have  been  that  of  active 
participants  in  the  battle,  under  the  command  of  their  gallant  major. 

I wish  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  every  one  of  the  field  and 
line  officers  of  the  regiment,  without  enumerating  them  by  name.  From 
the  highest  to  the  lowest  they  deserve  the  most  favorable  consideration, 
and  the  same  may  be  said  of  almost  the  entire  command  engaged.  Being 
their  first  battle,  this  was  their  baptism  of  fire  and  steel,  and  most  nobly 
did  they  behave.  The  high  valor  earned  by  the  noble  action  of  the  Iowa 
troops  upon  the  bloody  field  of  battle  has  not  been  tarnished  by  the 
gallant  Iowa  Sixth  at  White  Stone  Hill. 

I have  spoken  more  minutely  of  the  action  of  the  Third  Battalion, 
because  it  was  my  destiny  to  be  thrown  with  them  in  this  battle.  1 
cannot  close  my  report  without  again  calling  your  attention  to  the  noble 
part  borne  by  them  on  this  day  under  their  brave  Major  House.  They 
treated  and  talked  with  that  large  force  of  Indians  until  we  arrived  to 
their  aid,  and  then  the  part  they  bore  in  the  fight  deserves  the  highest 
1) raise  that  can  be  paid  to  brave,  heroic  men. 

1 desire  to  state  that  Hr.  [J.  H.]  Camburn,  by  his  personal  presence  in 
my  camp  on  the  battle-field,  rendered  the  wounded  most  invaluable 
service  through  that  long  night.  The  same  meed  of  praise  can  also,  I 
understand,  be  awarded  to  Assistant  Surgeon  [S.  C.]  Haynes,  with  the 
First  Battalion.  Assistant  Surgeon  [T.  S.]  Bard  well,  being  left  with 
the  sick  at  camp,  was  not  present  at  the  fight,  but  rendered  such  assist- 
ance as  he  was  able  the  next  morning.  Chaplain  D.  U.  Mitchell  was 
present  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  afterward  rendered  all  the  assistance 
and  consolation  he  could  to  the  wounded,  spiritual  and  bodily. 

The  commissioned  officer  mentioned  as  being  lost  was  Lieut.  T.  J. 
Leavitt,  second  lieutenant  of  Company  B,  and  acting  as  regimental 
adjutant  for  some  time.  He  had  performed  the  duties  of  said  office 
with  great  fidelity  and  ability.  Possessed  of  great  natural  ability,  with 
heroic  courage  and  gallant  bearing,  the  entire  regiment  mourns  his  loss 
unceasingly. 

Lieut.  George  E.  Bayton,  of  Company  C,  and  Sergt.  Maj.  Charles  W. 
Fogg,  deserve  favorable  notice  for  bravery  during  the  night  of  the 
battle,  and  also  in  going  out  in  charge  of  a detail  searching  for  wounded 
men  upon  the  battle-field. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  magnitude  of  your  vic- 
tory and  the  great  results  that  will  follow  from  it.  By  skillful  manage- 
ment you  completely  surrounded  hundreds  of  Indians,  whom  you  sig- 
nally routed,  camping  on  the  battle-field,  killing  and  wounding  over  100 
of  them,  besides  destroying  immense  supplies  of  provisions  and  tepees, 
and  taking  several  hundred  prisoners.  They  have  never  before  received 
such  a terrible  blow,  and  it  will  certainly  be  the  means  of  securing  a 
permanent  peace  with  these  heretofore  troublesome  Indians.  When  we 
take  into  consideration  the  immense  obstacles  with  which  your  expedi- 
tion had  to  contend  at  every  step,  and  to  see  them  so  signally  overcome, 
must  astonish  every  one. 

Whilst  I thus  congratulate  you  upon  your  brilliant  victory,  I must 
not  neglect  to  pay  a passing  tribute  to  the  gallant  dead  of  my  regiment. 
They  were  numbered  among  the  very  best  men  in  the  command,  and 
most  gallantly  did  they  fight  and  fall.  To  their  bereaved  families  and 
relatives  I tender  my  most  heartfelt  sympathies. 

I inclose  herewith  a couple  of  letters*  that  were  found  upon  an  Indian 
by  some  of  my  regiment.  Inclosed  in  one  were  two  gold  dollars  and 


Not  found. 
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some  gold  dust.  They  seem  to  corroborate  the  story  that  the  Indians 
in  July  last  surrounded  a Mackinaw  boat  descending  the  Missouri  Eiver 
from  the  gold  mine,  and,  after  fighting  with  the  crew  all  day,  succeeded 
in  killing  the  entire  number. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  WILSON, 
Colonel  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry . 

Capt.  John  H.  Pell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Maj.  Albert  R.  Rouse , Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

In  Camp  on  Battle-field  of  White  Stone  Hill. 

[September  — , 1863.] 

Sir  : On  the  3d  day  of  September,  1863,  in  obedience  to  your  orders 
and  under  instructions  from  Brigadier-General  Sully,  I took  the  line  oi 
march  from  our  camp  of  the  previous  night  (which  was  about  30  miles 
from  White  Stone  Hill)  at  5.30  a.  m.,  haying  under  my  command  Com- 
panies C,  I,  F,  and  H,  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  proceeded  in  a 
southerly  direction,  halting  every  hour,  dismounting  the  men  and  allow- 
ing the  horses  to  graze  ten  minutes  at  a time.  At  about  3 p.  m.  our 
guide  informed  me  that  a camp  of  Indians  was  about  3 miles  distant.  I 
ordered  the  men  to  load  their  carbines  and  pistols,  and  started  on  a 
gallop  for  the  Indian  camp.  When  within  a mile  of  the  camp,  we  halted 
and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  with  I in  line,  H and  F as  flankers,  and  C 
as  a reserve.  In  this  order  we  proceeded  and  took  position  behind  a 
ridge  about  50  rods  from  the  enemy,  where  we  had  then  an  easy  range, 
and  where  we  were  protected  from  their  fire.  Captain  [C.  J.]  Marsh,  of 
Company  H,  and  Lieutenant  [G.  E.]  Dayton,  of  Company  C,  were  then 
sent  forward  to  reconnoiter.  They  returned,  and  reported  that  there 
were  400  lodges  of  the  enemy.  Upon  gaining  this  information,  our 
guide,  with  two  picked  men  from  Company  C,  were  started  back  to  your 
camp  to  give  you  information  of  our  whereabouts,  and  that  re-enforce- 
ments might  be  sent  if  they  were  necessary.  As  the  ground  was  very 
uneven,  and  it  was  difficult  to  ascertain  what  defenses  the  enemy  had, 
it  was  determined  to  make  a reconnaissance  in  force.  For  this  purpose 
Company  C was  sent  to  the  left,  in  command  of  Captain  [L.  L.]  Ains- 
worth, who,  with  great  personal  bravery , pushed  forward  with  vigor  and 
rapidity  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  outnumbering  his  force  ten  to  one.  Cap- 
tain Marsh,  with  Company  H,  also  pushed  forward  in  the  same  direction, 
with  a courage  wilich  would  have  done  honor  to  a veteran  of  a hundred 
battles.  As  soon  as  these  companies  had  returned  and  reported,  Cap- 
tain [S.]  Shattuck,  with  Company  F,  was  sent  out  to  the  right,  to  ascer- 
tain the  position  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  While  these  things 
were  being  done,  the  chiefs  came  in  under  a flag  of  truce  and  attempted 
a negotiation.  They  offered  to  surrender  some  of  their  chiefs  ; but  as 
the  commandant  did  not  know  who  was  entitled  to  speak  by  authority, 
he  demanded  the  unconditional  surrender  of  all.  This  the  Indians  re- 
fused to  do,  and,  having  sent  away  their  squaws  and  papooses,  together 
with  their  stock  of  provisions,  they  placed  themselves  in  battle  array. 
Our  command  moved  forward,  and  the  enemy  retreated  precipitately, 
abandoning  everything  except  their  ponies. 

While  we  were  thus  following  and  scattering  the  enemy,  the  Second 
Nebraska  Begiment  appeared  on  the  hill,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
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Furnas,  who  immediately  informed  the  commander  of  the  forces  of  the 
Sixth  Iowa  that  he  would  take  the  right  of  the  flying  enemy  and  drive 
them  in.  Whereupon  we  formed  our  forces  in  column  and  took  the  left, 
first  upon  a trot,  then  a gallop,  and  finally  at  a full  charge.  The  enemy, 
having  abandoned  everything  in  their  flight,  and  finding  that  we  were 
fast  gaining  upon  them,  collected  together  in  a ravine  and  prepared  for 
battle.  We  again  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  were  advancing  upon 
the  enemy  when  we  discovered  the  Second  Nebraska  upon  our  left  flank; 
they  were  dismounting  and  preparing  to  fight  on  foot.  At  the  same 
time  we  saw  that  part  of  the  Sixth  Iowa,  which  had  been  left  behind, 
formed  in  line  parallel  to  the  Nebraska  Second.  We  at  once  advanced 
our  lines  within  20  rods  of  the  enemy,  and  were  fired  upon  by  them. 
We  returned  the  fire  from  our  whole  line  with  terrible  effect,  covering 
the  ground  with  dead  men  and  horses.  The  horses  then  became  so  res- 
tive as  to  be  unmanageable  under  the  fire  even  of  our  own  men  from 
their  backs.  The  command  was  then  taken  back  25  rods  in  the  rear, 
and  were  preparing  to  fight  on  foot,  when,  darkness  setting  in,  the  com- 
mand was  formed  in  a hollow  square,  the  men  in  front  of  their  horses, 
and  slept  on  their  arms.  We  placed  a picket  guard  around  our  camp, 
under  the  charge  of  Sergeant-Major  Fogg  and  Lieutenant  Dayton,  who 
promptly  performed  the  duties  assigned  them  ; they  went  to  the  battle- 
field after  dark,  to  look  after  wounded,  and  for  this  I recommend  them 
to  your  favorable  consideration.  I also  recommend  Dr.  J.  H.  Camburn, 
who  came  promptly  to  the  relief  of  the  wounded,  and  did  all  he  could 
in  the  darkness.  Among  those  who  distinguished  themselves  for  per- 
sonal bravery,  I wish  to  mention  Capt.  L.  R.  Wolfe,  who  stood  in  front 
of  his  company  and  killed  an  Indian  every  shot  he  made.  The  whole 
command  did  well,  and  I must  not  mention  individual  instances  for  fear 
of  making  this  report  too  long.  About  100  of  the  enemy  were  killed. 
We  took  a large  number  of  prisoners,  and  destroyed  all  the  winter  stores 
of  the  enemy,  among  Avhich  was  400  tons  of  dried  meat. 

I am,  respectfully,  yours, 

A.  E.  HOUSE, 

Major , Commanding  Detachment  Sixth  Iowa. 

Col.  D.  S.  Wilson. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Col.  Robert  W.  Furnas , Second  Nebraska  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry,  Camp  No.  35, 

Dakota  Territory , September  G,  1863. 

Sir  : On  the  22d  of  August,  1863, 1 left  the  mouth  of  Little  Cheyenne 
River,  Dakota  Territory,  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sully,  in 
company  with  the  remainder  of  the  troops  of  the  general’s  expedition, 
arriving  at  the  foot  of  Long  Lake,  Dakota  Territory,  on  the  28th  of  same 
month,  where  it  was  hoped  we  might  encounter  the  hostile  Indians. 
Scouting  parties  sent  out  in  various  directions  returned  and  reported 
no  Indians  to  be  found;  but  the  trail  of  General  Sibley’s  command,  on 
Apple  Creek,  was  discovered,  and  an  old  Indian,  captured  some  days 
before,  reported  that  General  Sibley  had  been  through  that  country  a 
short  time  previous,  and  had  had  two  fights,  and  that  many  of  the  In- 
dians had  crossed  the  Missouri  River  after  the  fight,  but  had  recrossed 
to  this  side  of  same  recently,  and  were  to  be  found  somewhere  in  the 
direction  of  Elm  River,  Dakota  Territory.  On  the  march  from  this 
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camp  additional  scouting  parties  were  sent  out  by  the  general,  but  with- 
out success ; and  our  rations  beginning  to  run  short,  the  expedition  took 
a circuitous  route  for  Fort  Pierre,  by  way  of  James  River.  It  was  with 
feelings  of  despondency  at  what  appeared  to  be  the  inevitable  ill-suc- 
cess of  the  expedition  under  General  Sully,  from  causes  that  could  not 
be  avoided  by  any  human  power,  that  I realized  that  it  must  probably 
return  without  accomplishing  that  for  which  it  was  designed. 

On  Thursday,  September  3,  1863,  about  4 p.  m.,  and  soon  after  going 
into  camp,  the  scouts  of  the  expedition  reported  GOO  Indian  lodges  10 
miles  distant,  and,  in  compliance  with  General  Sully’s  orders,  I immedi- 
ately proceeded  with  the  eight  companies  (viz,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  K,  L, 
and  M)  of  the  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry,  numbering  in  all  present  350 
in  rank  and  file,  under  my  command,  from  Camp  No.  33,  to  assist  Major 
House,  commanding  the  Third  Battalion  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  in 
surrounding  the  hostile  Indians.  On  approaching  the  Indian  encamp- 
ment I found  House’s  battalion  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  on  the  north 
side,  and  on  reconnoitering  the  enemy’s  position  perceived  that  the  In- 
dians were  leaving  as  fast  as  possible.  I immediately  ordered  Major 
House  to  pursue  on  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  while  I,  with  the  Sec- 
ond Nebraska,  moved  on  their  right  flank.  Arriving  opposite  that 
position,  I perceived  the  Indians  at  a halt,  formed  in  line  of  battle,  appar- 
ently awaiting  our  attack.  I immediately  formed  my  men  in  line  of 
battle.  As  the  enemy  was  then  situated  and  my  men  formed,  I intended 
to  have  advanced  the  Second  Battalion  (Companies  F,  G,  L,  and  M), 
commanded  by  Captain  La  Boo  (Major  Pearman,  being  field  officer  of 
the  day,  was,  by  order  of  Brigadier- General  Sully,  left  in  command  of 
the  camp ; the  command  therefore  devolved  upon  Captain  La  Boo,  lieu- 
tenant captain),  with  the  First  Battalion,  commanded  by  Major  [J.] 
Taffe  (Companies  E,  H,  I,  and  K),  as  a reserve,  and  await  further  orders 
from  the  general  commanding.  As  it  was  then  nearly  dark,  I felt  that 
time  was  precious,  and  if  anything  was  to  be  done  that  night  it  must 
be  done  speedily,  and  made  up  my  mind  to  attack  the  enemy  immedi- 
ately. I therefore  changed  my  plan  of  operations.  I ordered  Major 
Taffe,  with  his  battalion,  to  proceed  to  the  head  of  the  ravine  in  which 
the  Indians  were  posted,  to  cut  off  their  retreat  in  that  direction,  which 
order  was  promptly  executed,  and  his  command  formed  in  line  awaiting 
further  orders.  I then  ordered  the  Second  Battalion  to  advance  directly 
upon  the  enemy,  which  it  did.  Major  Taffe  then,  by  my  order,  came 
forward,  the  line  of  the  two  battalions  forming  an  obtuse  angle.  When  , 
within  400  yards,  I ordered  my  men  to  dismount,  and  after  advancing 
100  yards  nearer,  ordered  the  Second  Battalion  to  open  the  battle  by  a ! 
volley  from  their  Enfields,  which  they  did  with  precision  and  effect, 
creating  quite  a confusion  in  the  enemy’s  ranks.  At  this  time  I per-  i 
ceived  what  I supposed  to  be  House’s  battalion,  about  1 J miles  distant,  ! 
advancing  upon  the  enemy’s  rear.  In  the  order  in  which  my  line  was  i 
now  formed,  I advanced  upon  the  enemy,  pouring  in  upon  him  as  I 
advanced  a fire  from  my  whole  line,  which  was  immediately  and  vigor- 
ously  returned  by  the  Indians.  When  within  30  yards  of  the  enemy’s  . 
lines,  I ordered  a halt  in  rear  of  a slight  elevation  of  ground,  in  front 
of  which  was  a ravine  in  which  the  Indians  were  posted.  The  fight 
now  became  general,  and  my  whole  line  was  hotly  engaged.  At  this 
juncture,  what  I supposed  to  be  House’s  battalion  (as  it  was  now 
quite  dark)  advanced,  and  commenced  an  attack  upon  the  enemy’s 
left.  As  they  were  now  formed,  and  fearing  that  the  Indians  would 
attempt  to  escape  by  way  of  a ravine  a short  distance  beyond  the  left 
of  my  line,  or  get  in  my  rear  by  the  same  way,  I ordered  Major  Taffe  to 
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extend  tlie  left  wing  of  my  line,  in  order  to  cover  this  supposed  outlet 
for  the  Indians  with  my  guns.  The  battle  now  raged  with  great  fury 
for  some  time  on  both  sides.  The  enemy  successively,  by  a desperate 
charge,  attempted  to  turn  my  right  and  left  flanks,  but  they  were  repulsed 
with  slaughter.  They  fell  in  every  direction  in  front  of  my  line  by  the 
unerring  aim  of  my  brave  soldiers,  who,  both  officers  and  men,  fought 
with  the  courage  and  coolness  of  veterans,  exposed  as  they  were  to  a 
galling  fire  from  the  eifemy  during  the  whole  time.  At  this  juncture  I 
became  convinced  that  House’s  battalion,  mistaking  my  command  in  the 
darkness  for  Indians,  were  firing  into  it.  I therefore  ordered  my  men 
to  fall  back  out  of  range  of  House’s  guns  and  mount  their  horses,  as  the 
Indians  were  now  in  a rout  and  were  fleeing  out  of  range  of  my  guns  up  a 
ravine  some  distance  to  the  front.  The  horses  becoming  alarmed,  and  to  a 
considerable  extent  unmanageable  for  a short  time,  created  a slight  con- 
fusion as  the  men  were  in  the  act  of  mounting,  but  it  was  only  momentary, 
as  my  squadrons  were  in  a few  moments  again  formed  in  line  on  the  crest 
of  a hill  200  yards  in  the  rear  of  my  last  line  of  battle,  mounted  and 
ready  to  follow  up  the  victory,  as  the  enemy  were  fleeing,  leaving  every- 
thing behind  them.  But  it  being  very  dark,  and  in  view  of  the  position 
of  the  Sixth  Iowa,  I deemed  it  imprudent  to  attempt  a pursuit  before 
morning,  as  it  was  then  8.30  or  9 p.  m.  Having  no  means  of  communi- 
cating that  night  with  the  general  commanding,  I ordered  my  men  to 
dismount  and  lay  on  their  arms,  holding  their  horses,  until  early  dawn, 
when  I marched  from  the  battle-ground  of  the  previous  evening,  and 
went  into  camp  about  1 mile  from  it  and  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Indian 
encampment.  On  passing  over  the  ground  of  the  recent  encampment 
of  the  Indians  and  of  the  battle,  I found  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned 
all  their  tents,  clothing,  cooking  utensils,  valuables,  supplies,  and,  in 
fact,  everything  they  possessed  was  strewn  over  the  ground  of  their 
retreat  for  miles.  Their  flight  had  been  so  precipitate  that  they  had 
abandoned  everything  but  their  dead,  whom  they  carried  away  as  fast 
as  they  fell.  Their  rout  was  so  complete  and  their  flight  so  sudden  that 
many  of  their  children  were  left  behind  on  account,  as  I suppose,  of 
their  being  an  incumbrance  to  their  flight.  From  the  best  information 
derived  from  guides,  the  enemy’s  strength  was  not  less  than  1,000  war- 
riors. Their  loss  in  killed  will  not  fall  short  of  150,  as  scouts  sent  out 
next  day  after  the  battle  report  their  dead  as  scattered  over  the  country 
for  miles  on  the  line  of  their  retreat,  and  their  wounded  is  twice  that 
number. 

.The  casualties  in  the  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry  are  2 killed,  13 
wounded,  and  10  missing  men.  There  were  5 horses  killed,  9 wounded, 
and  9 missing.  I found  among  the  effects  of  the  Indians  Minie  rifles  and 
rifle  cartridges ; also  several  boxes  of  army  revolvers  and  rifle  cartridges 
were  found,  and  various  other  articles,  some  of  which  were  undoubtedly 
taken  from  the  whites  in  the  late  Minnesota  massacre.  The  enemy  was 
composed  of  Santees,  Bruld,  Yanktonais,  and  Blackfeet  Sioux,  and  Cut- 
head  Indians,  and  were  evidently  the  same  Indians  with  whom  General 
Sibley  recently  had  an  engagement  on  Apple  Creek.  The  Indians  are 
now  destitute  of  supplies,  clothing,  and  almost  everything  else,  they 
having  abandoned  all  except  their  ponies  and  arms.  Many  of  the  former 
were,  however,  killed  or  captured  during  the  battle.  I would  have  pur- 
sued the  enemy  the  following  morning  after  the  battle  had  it  not  been 
for  the  exhausted  condition  of  my  men  and  horses. 

The  officers  and  men  under  my  command  are  not  only  entitled  to  my 
thanks,  but  the  confidence  of  their  country,  for  their  bravery,  efficiency, 
and  promptness  on  this  occasion.  Not  a man  in  any  capacity  flinched 
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a particle.  My  special  thanks  are  due  to  Adjt.  Henry  M.  Atkinson, 
Eegimental  Quartermaster  J.  S.  McCormick,  and  Commissary  Lieut.  J. 
Q.  Goss,  for  valuable  services  rendered  me  immediately  preceding  and 
during  the  engagement. 

All  of  which  is  respectfullv  submitted. 

E.  W.  FUENAS, 
Colonel  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry. 
Capt.  John  H.  Pell,  • 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Indian  Expedition. 


AUGUST  14,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Wellington,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col.  James  McFerran , First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Lexington , Mo.,  August  16,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  Lieutenant  [KT.j  Eogers’ 
company  (L)  of  the  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  with  65  men 
from  this  post,  left  here  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant  on  a scout,  and 
passed  up  Davis  Creek  to  near  Hopewell,  and  thence  down  the  Sni  to 
Wellington.  Lieutenant  Eogers  reports  that  they  saw  numerous  small 
bands  of  bushwhackers  on  their  march,  who  fled.  He  is  satisfied  that 
one  of  the  bushwhackers  was  wounded  by  his  men  near  Hopewell ; he 
made  his  escape,  however.  E'ear  Wellington  he  reports  coming  upon  a 
band  of  4,  of  whom  he  killed  1,  wounded  2 others,  and  captured  3 horses. 
After  which  he  returned  to  this  post,  without  sustaining  any  loss  on 
kis  part. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  McFEEKAN, 

Colonel  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , Commanding  Post. 

General  Ewing. 

P.  S. — Lieutenant  Eogers  returned  to  this  post  on  Friday  evening  the 
14th  instant. 


AUGUST  14, 1863. — Skirmish  near  Jack’s  Fork,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Richard  Murphy , Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Post  at  Houston, 

Houston,  Mo.,  August  22,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  to  you  of 
a scout  made  by  a detachment  from  this  command : 

On  the  12th  instant  I learned  that  a Union  man  named  Hackwerth, 
living  at  present  at  Salem,  Mo.,  but  who  had  gone  to  Casto  Valley,  and, 
with  the  assistance  of  a man  named  Johnson,  and  another  whose  name 
I am  unable  to  learn,  were  engaged  in  collecting  this  Hackwith  ;>  cattle, 
when  they  were  taken  prisoners  by  a band  of  5 rebels.  On  learning  this, 
I sent  Sergeant  McDowell  with  26  men  in  pursuit,  who  proceeded  to 
Spring  Valley,  25  miles  southeast  from  this  post,  where  they  struck  the 
trail  of  the  rebels.  This  they  followed  for  two  days,  and  at  last  suc- 
ceeded in  overtaking  and  killing  2 of  the  rebels  and  capturing  1 horse. 
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The  rebels  then  scattered  in  the  woods  on  Jack’s  Fork,  where  all  traces 
of  them  were  lost,  as  also  the  whereabouts  of  the  three  Union  men  they 
had  as  prisoners.  In  the  country  through  which  the  scout  passed,  Ser- 
geant [T.  J.]  McDowell  notified  the  citizens  that  they  would  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  the  safe  return  of  these  three  Union  men,  and  upon  this 
startling  intelligence  a number  of  citizens  started  to  try  to  effect  the 
release  of  the  prisoners. 

Sergeant  McDowell  now  finding  further  pursuit  to  be  useless,  re- 
turned to  this  post,  where  he  arrived  on  the  16th  of  August,  with  horses 
very  much  fatigued  from  the  heat  of  the  sun,  want  of  forage,  and  trav- 
eling a distance  of  130  miles. 

Hoping,  general,  the  means  we  use  for  preserving  the  peace  and  up- 
holding our  national  flag  in  this  vicinity  will  meet  with  jour  approval, 
I have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EICHAED  MUEPHY, 
Captain,  Commanding  Detachment. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies, 

Commanding  Eolla  District , Eolla , Mo. 

[Indorsement.] 

Write  a letter  commending  the  energy,  &c.,  displayed  by  Captain 
Murphy,  Sergeant  McDowell,  and  the  latter’s  party  in  protecting  Union 
men  and  preserving  law  and  order,  and  direct  them  to  persevere  in  their 
duties. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

Brigadier- General. 


AUGUST  17-26,  1863. — Expeditions  from  Cape  Girardeau  and  Pilot  Knob, 

Mo.,  to  Pocahontas,  Ark. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  Richard  G.  Woodson,  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

No.  2. — Capt.  Henry  C.  Gentry,  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

* 

Eeport  of  Col.  Eichard  G.  Woodson,  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  August  27, 1863. 
Sir  : In  obedience  to  orders  from  Colonel  Livingston,  of  the  17th  in- 
stant (he  then  commanding  the  post  of  Pilot  Knob),  I moved  with  a 
detachment  of  my  regiment  from  this  point  on  the  18th  instant  for 
Greenville,  to  form  a junction  with  a battalion  from  Cape  Girardeau.  I 
arrived  at  Greenville  at  noon  on  the  20th,  and  had  to  remain  there  till 
the  evening  of  the  21st  for  the  troops  from  the  Cape,  when  they  joined 
me  on  the  morning  of  Thursday,  the  22d.  I moved  with  the  whole 
force,  about  600  strong,  for  Pocahontas,  by  as  rapid  marches  as  the  ex- 
treme heat  of  the  weather  and  the  condition  of  my  stock  would  permit, 
and  arrived  at  Pocahontas,  Ark.,  on  Saturday  evening,  the  24th  instant. 
When  I was  within  4 miles  of  Pocahontas,  I ascertained  that  Brig.  Gen. 
Jeff.  Thompson  was  there  with  little  or  no  force.  My  column  was  then 
scattered  over  several  miles,  from  the  extreme  rapidity  of  my  march. 
Being  very  desirous  to  capture  him,  and  knowing  that  I had  to  act  with 
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promptness  or  fail  in  that  object,  I ordered  Captain  [H.  C.]  Gentry,  of 
the  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  to  move  forward  with  all 
possible  dispatch,  with  the  advance,  and  surprise  and  capture  the  gen- 
eral, and  that  I would  support  him  as  soon  as  I could  get  the  column  up. 

So  thoroughly  and  efficiently  did  Captain  Gentry  obey  this  order 
that  General  Thompson,  sitting  quietly  in  his  office,  and  having  a map 
of  Southeastern  Missouri,  as  he  thought,  in  absolute  security,  had  no 
idea  of  any  Federal  force  within  100  miles  of  him,  until  Captain  Gentry, 
having  occupied  all  the  passes  out  of  town,  rode  up  to  the  window  of 
the  office  and  demanded  General  Thompson. 

Captain  Gentry  deserves  the  highest  credit  for  this  capture,*  it  de- 
pending mainly,  if  not  entirely,  upon  his  promptness  and  efficiency  in 
obeying  my  order  to  move  forward  of  the  column  and  surprise  him.  I 
remained  in  Pocahontas  about  six  hours,  and  being  a good  deal  encum- 
bered with  prisoners,  and  fearful  of  their  escape,  camping  in  the  brush, 
I determined  to  move  back  to  this  point  with  all  possible  dispatch,  and 
arrived  here  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  instant,  having  sent  the  bat- 
talion from  Cape  Girardeau  back  there  by  Greenville.  In  ten  days  I 
have  marched  about  250  miles,  and  laid  still  one  day  and  a half  of  the 
time.  I had  no  fight,  but  fired  on  several  parties  of  guerrillas,  and 
killed  4 of  them  and  wounded  3 that  1 know  of.  I captured  and  brought 
in  Brig.  Gen.  Jeff.  Thompson,  his  adjutant-general  (Captain  Kay),  his 
medical  director  (Dr.  Frame),  a captain  of  artillery,  a lieutenant  of  cav- 
alry, and  a captain  of  ordnance,  and  about  50  other  prisoners,  mostly 
deserters,  discharged  soldiers,  and  stragglersfromtheConfederate  army; 
also  about  30  horses,  the  most  of  them  taken  to  Cape  Girardeau  by  the 
other  battalion. 

I regret  exceedingly  to  have  to  report  several  cases  of  highway  rob- 
bery, plunder,  and  theft  by  the  detachment  of  the  First  Missouri  Vol- 
unteers. I am  satisfied  that  some  of  that  detachment  stole  horses, 
watches,  money,  anything  they  could  lay  their  hands  on,  from  citizens 
and  prisoners. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  WOODSOK, 

Col.  Third  M.  S.  M.  Cav .,  Comdg.  late  Expedition  to  Pocahontas. 

General  C.  B.  Fisk, 

Commanding  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri. 


Ko.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  Henry  C.  Gentry , Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  August  27, 1863. 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  orders  from  Col.  J.  B.  Bogers,  Second 
Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  I marched  from  this  post  with  the  fol- 
lowing commands : Of  the  First  Missouri  Cavalry,  100  men,  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  [Valentine]  Preuitt;  of  the  Second  Missouri  State 
Militia  Cavalry,  125  men,  under  command  of  Capt.  Lewis  Sells ; of  the 
Eighth  Missouri  Provisional  Enrolled  Militia,  50  men,  commanded  by 
Capt.  Philip  Schriner;  and  of  the  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry,  25  men  ; in 
all,  300  men.  Left  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant,  marching  by  the 
way  of  Jackson  and  Dallas  to  Greenfield,  Mo.,  where  we  arrived  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th,  and  reported  to  Colonel  [B.  G.]  Woodson,  of  the 
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Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry;  from  thence  the  whole  command 
marched  south  in  the  direction  of  Pocahontas,  Ark.,  on  the  morning  of 
the  20th;  continuing  our  march,  without  molestation,  until  the  morning 
of  the  22d,  when  we  were  informed  of  a protracted  meeting  being  in 
progress  some  20  miles  north  of  Pocahontas,  when  I received  orders  to 
send  forward  25  men  to  capture  any  of  the  enemy  that  might  be  there. 
I therefore  ordered  Lieutenant  [J.  H.]  Burnett,  of  the  First  Missouri 
Volunteers,  forward  with  the  requisite  number  of  his  command,  who 
surprised  the  meeting.  In  attempting  to  escape,  6 were  killed  and  1 
was  wounded,  many  of  them  having  their  arms  with  them,  some  of 
which  were  captured. 

Continuing  our  march,  being  in  the  advance,  were  informed  by  a 
contraband,  at  a mill  4 miles  north  of  Pocahontas,  that  General  Thomp- 
son and  staff  were  at  that  time  in  the  town,  and  a number  of  rebel  sol- 
diers were  strolling  about  the  place  with  their  guns.  I immediately 
informed  the  colonel  of  the  fact,  when  I was  ordered  forward  and  “to 
catch  him  if  I could.”  The  advance,  consisting  of  60  men  of  the  First 
Missouri  Volunteers,  and  not  liking  to  delay  for  the  others  to  come  up, 
moved  forward  rapidly,  finding  horsemen  on  the  road,  who  fled  in  the 
direction  of  Pocahontas ; but  owing  to  the  superiority  of  our  horses, 
they  deemed  it  prudent  “to  hunt  their  holes”  in  the  brush.  When  within 
a mile  of  the  town,  we  halted  a short  time  to  blow  our  horses,  with  a 
hope  that  we  might  be  re-enforced,  not  knowing  the  number  of  the 
rebels;  but  as  there  is  danger  in  delay,  and  the  command  anxious  to 
“go  in  and  win,”  we  pushed  rapidly  into  the  town,  picketing  all  the 
approaches.  On  entering  the  suburbs  of  the  town,  a lady,  seeing  our 
guidons,  swung  her  handkerchief  and  shouted,  “Glory,  glory,  glory!” 
when  the  boys  raised  a shout  that  would  have  done  credit  to  the  Chick - 
asaws,  and  made  the  straggling  rebels  shiver  in  their  shoes  (those  that 
had  any),  and  brought  the  general  himself  to  the  window  of  a lower 
room  at  the  Saint  Charles,  and,  being  in  front  of  the  house,  inquired  for 
General  Thompson,  and  he  informed  me  that  he  was  the  man.  I in- 
formed him  that  he  was  my  prisoner;  he  replied, Certainly,  certainly.” 
When  I dismounted  and  entered  the  room,  he  pointed  to  his  saber  set- 
ting in  the  corner  of  the  room.  He  then  introduced  me  to  his  adjutant- 
general,  and  I told  him  that  I was  glad  to  see  him ; he  said  he  “ did  not 
doubt  it.”  An  ordnance  officer,  a captain,  not  knowing  that  the  Feds, 
were  in  possession  of  the  town,  entered  the  general’s  room,  by  permission 
of  the  guard,  and  saluted  the  general,  who  inquired  where  he  was  from  ; 
he  said  from  Major  Crandall’s  camp,  and,  on  seeing  me,  remarked,  “You 
have  a Federal  prisoner,  I see.”  “Yes,”  says  the  general,  “you  are  a 
prisoner  yourself.”  I then  ordered  him  to  hand  over  his  dispatches, 
when  he  moved  toward  the  door.  The  guard  brought  his  “sharp”  to 
bear  on  him ; the  general  told  him  to  fork  over — it  was  no  joke — when 
be  handsomely  came  down  with  the  papers,  and  seemed  to  realize  his 
situation.  We  also  had  captured  some  15  rebel  soldiers.  In  the  mean 
time  Colonel  Woodson  arrived,  when  the  prisoners  were  turned  over. 
We  remained  in  the  town  until  midnight,  when  we  resumed  our  march 
northward,  having  accomplished  our  mission,  and  arrived  here  on  this 
afternoon  at  5 o’clock,  without  loss  or  accident. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  GENTRY, 

Captain , Commanding. 

Col.  H.  M.  Hiller, 

Commanding  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry . 
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AUGUST  20-28,  1863.— Quantrill’s  raid  into  Kansas,  and  pursuit  by  Union 

forces. 

STTATNLYriY  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  EVENTS. 

Aug.  21,  1863. — Massacre  at  Lawrence,  Kans. 

Skirmish  near  Brooklyn,  Kans. 

Skirmish  near  Paola,  Kans. 

22,  1863. — Skirmish  on  Big  Creek,  near  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo. 

25-26,  1863. — Skirmishes  near  Hopewell,  Mo. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Missouri.* 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  jr.,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  the 
Border. 

No.  3. — Lieut.  Col.  Charles  S.  Clark,  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

No.  4. — Lieut.  Col.  Bazel  F.  Lazear,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

No.  5. — Maj.  Linn  Iv.  Thacher,  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

No.  6. — Capt.  Charles  F.  Coleman,  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

No.  7. — Capt.  John  Ballinger,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

No.  8. — Lieut.  Cyrus  Leland,  jr.,  Tenth  Kansas  Infantry. 

No.  9. — Lieut.  Col.  Walter  King,  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield , U.  S.  Army , commanding  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , Mo.,  September  14,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith,  for  the  information 
of  the  General-in-Chief,  Brigadier- General  Ewing’s  report  of  the  burn- 
ing of  Lawrence,  Kans.,  and  massacre  of  its  inhabitants,  and  of  the  oper- 
ations of  his  troops  in  the  pursuit  and  punishment  of  the  rebels  and 
assassins  who  committed  the  atrocious  deed. 

Immediately  after  his  return  from  the  pursuit  of  Quan trill,  on  the 
25th  of  August,  General  Ewing  issued  an  order  depopulating  certain 
counties,  and  destroying  all  forage  and  subsistence  therein.  The  rea- 
sons which  led  him  to  adopt  this  severe  measure  are  given  in  his  report. 

The  people  of  Kansas  were,  very  naturally,  intensely  excited  over 
the  destruction  of  one  of  their  fairest  towns,  and  the  murder  of  a large 
number  of  its  unarmed  citizens,  and  many  of  them  called  loudly  for 
vengeance,  not  only  upon  the  perpetrators  of  the  horrible  crime,  but  also 
upon  all  the  people  residing  in  the  western  counties  of  Missouri,  and 
who  were  assumed  to  be  more  or  less  guilty  of  aiding  the  criminals.  It 
would  be  greatly  unjust  to  the  people  of  Kansas,  in  general,  to  say  that 
they  shared  in  t his  desire  for  indiscriminate  vengeance ; but  there  were 
not  wanting  unprincipled  leaders  to  fan  the  dame  of  popular  excite- 
ment and  goad  the  people  to  madness,  in  the  hope  of  thereby  accom- 
plishing their  own  selfish  ends. 


See  also  General  Schofield's  general  report,  p.  12. 
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On  the  26th  of  August,  a mass  meeting  was  held  in  the  city  of  Leaven- 
worth, at  which  it  was  resolved  that  the  people  should  meet  at  Paola, 
on  the  8th  of  September,  armed  and  supplied  for  a campaign  of  fifteen 
days,  for  the  purpose  of  entering  Missouri  to  search  for  their  stolen 
property  and  retaliate  upon  the  people  of  Missouri  for  the  outrages 
committed  in  Kansas.  This  meeting  was  addressed  by  some  of  the 
leading  men  of  Kansas  in  the  most  violent  and  inflammatory  manner, 
and  the  temper  of  these  leaders  and  of  their  followers  was  such  that 
there  seemed  to  be  great  danger  of  an  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  the 
people  in  Western  Missouri,  or  of  a collision  with  the  troops,  under 
General  Ewing,  in  their  efforts  to  prevent  it.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I determined  to  visit  Kansas  and  Western  Missouri,  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  the  difficulty,  if  possible,  and  also  for  the  purpose 
of  gaining  more  accurate  information  of  the  condition  of  the  border 
counties  of  Missouri,  and  thus  making  myself  able  to  judge  of  the 
wisdom  and  necessity  of  the  severe  measures  which  had  been  adopted 
by  General  Ewing. 

I arrived  at  Leavenworth  City  on  the  2d  of  September,  and  obtained 
an  interview  with  the  Governor  of  the  State  and  other  prominent  citi- 
zens. I found  the  Governor  and  his  supporters  opposed  to  all  unau- 
thorized movement  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Kansas,  and  willing  to 
co-operate  with  me  in  restoring  quiet,  and  in  providing  for  future  secu- 
rity. I then  sought  and  obtained  an  interview  with  the  Hon.  J.  H.  Lane, 
United  States  Senator,  who  was  the  recognized  leader  of  those  engaged 
in  the  Paola  movement.  Mr.  Lane  explained  to  me  his  views  of  the 
necessity,  as  he  believed,  of  making  a large  portion  of  Western  Mis- 
souri a desert  waste,  in  order  that  Kansas  might  be  secure  against  future 
invasion.  He  proposed  to  tender  to  the  district  commander  the  serv- 
ices of  all  the  armed  citizens  of  Kansas  to  aid  in  executing  this  policy. 
This,  I informed  him,  was  impossible ; that  whatever  measures  of  this 
kind  it  might  be  necessary  to  adopt  must  be  executed  by  United  States 
troops;  that  irresponsible  citizens  could  not  be  intrusted  with  the 
discharge  of  such  duties.  He  then  insisted  that  the  people  who  might 
assemble  at  Paola  should  be  permitted  to  enter  Missouri  “ in  search  of 
their  stolen  property,”  and  desired  to  place  them  under  my  command, 
he  (General  Lane)  pledging  himself  that  they  should  strictly  confine 
themselves  to  such  search,  abstaining  entirely  from  all  unlawful  acts. 
General  Lane  professed  entire  confidence  in  his  ability  to  control,  abso- 
lutely, the  enraged  citizens  who  might  volunteer  in  such  enterprise.  I 
assured  Mr.  Lane  that  nothing  would  afford  me  greater  pleasure  than 
to  do  all  in  my  power  to  assist  the  outraged  and  despoiled  people  to 
recover  their  property,  as  well  as  to  punish  their  despoilers  ; but  that 
the  search  proposed  would  be  fruitless,  because  all  the  valuable  prop- 
erty which  had  not  already  been  recovered  from  those  of  the  robbers 
who  had  been  slain  had  been  carried  by  the  others  far  beyond  the  bor- 
der counties,  and  that  I had  not  the  slightest  faith  in  his  ability  to  con- 
trol a mass  of  people  who  might  choose  to  assemble  under  a call  which 
promised  the  finest  possible  opportunity  for  plunder.  General  Lane 
desired  me  to  consider  the  matter  fully,  and  inform  him,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, of  my  decision,  saying  if  I decided  not  to  allow  the  people  the 
“right”  which  they  claimed,  he  would  appeal  to  the  President.  It  was 
not  difficult  to  discover  that  so  absurd  a proposition  as  that  of  Mr. 
Lane  could  not  have  been  made  in  good  faith,  nor  had  I much  difficulty 
in  detecting  the  true  object  which  was  proposed  to  be  accomplished ; 
which  was  to  obtain,  if  possible,  my  consent  to  accept  the  services  of 
all  who  might  meet  at  Paola,  and  take  them  into  Missouri  under  my 
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command,  when  I,  of  course,  would  be  held  responsible  for  the  murder 
and  robbery  which  must  necessarily  ensue. 

I soon  became  satisfied  that,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Lane’s  assertion  to 
the  contrary,  he  had  no  thought  of  trying  to  carry  out  his  scheme  in 
opposition  to  my  orders,  aud  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  people  of 
Kansas  were  entirely  opposed  to  any  such  movement.  On  the  4th  of 
September  I published  an  order,  a copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  prohibiting 
armed  men,  not  in  the  military  service,  from  passing  from  one  State  into 
the  other,  and  sent  a sufficient  force  alon  g the  State  lin  e to  enforce  the  order 
against  any  who  might  be  disposed  to  disobey  it.  The  people  quietly 
acquiesced.  The  Paola  meeting,  which  had  promised  to  be  of  gigantic 
proportions,  dwindled  down  to  a few  hundred  people,  who  spent  a rainy 
day  in  listening  to  speeches  and  passing  resolutions  relative  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kansas  and  the  commander  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

I inclose  copies  of  correspondence  with  Governor  Carney,  showing  the 
measures  which  have  been  adopted  to  place  the  State  in  a condition  to 
protect  itself  against  such  raids  as  that  made  against  Lawrence.  These 
measures,  together  with  those  which  are  being  carried  out  in  Western  Mis- 
souri, will,  I believe,  place  beyond  possibility  any  such  disaster  in  future. 

Kot  the  least  of  the  objects  of  my  visit  to  the  border  was  to  see  for 
myself  the  condition  of  the  border  counties,  and  determine  what  modifi- 
tion,  if  any,  ought  to  be  made  in  the  policy  which  General  Ewing  had 
adopted.  I spent  several  days  in  visiting  various  points  in  the  counties 
affected  by  General  Ewing’s  order,  and  in  conversing  with  the  people 
of  all  shades  of  politics  who  are  most  deeply  affected  by  the  measures 
adopted,  I became  fully  satisfied  that  the  order  depopulating  certain 
counties,  with  the  exception  of  specified  districts,  was  wise  and  neces- 
sary. That  portion  of  the  order  which  directed  the  destruction  of  prop- 
erty I did  not  approve,  and  it  was  modified  accordingly. 

The  evil  which  exists  upon  the  border  of  Kansas  and  Missouri  is 
somewhat  different  in  kind  and  far  greater  in  degree  than  in  other  parts 
of  Missouri.  It  is  the  old  border  hatred  intensified  by  the  rebellion  and 
by  the  murders,  robberies,  and  arson  which  have  characterized  the  irreg- 
ular warfare  carried  on  during  the  early  periods  of  the  rebellion,  not 
only  by  the  rebels,  but  by  our  own  troops  and  people.  The  effect  of 
this  has  been  to  render  it  impossible  for  any  man  who  openly  avowed 
and  maintained  his  loyalty  to  the  Government  to  live  in  the  border 
counties  of  Missouri  outside  of  military  posts.  A large  majority  of  the 
people  remaining  were  open  rebels,  while  the  remainder  were  compelled 
to  abstain  from  any  word  or  acts  in  opposition  to  the  rebellion  at  the 
peril  of  their  lives.  All  were  practically  enemies  of  the  Government 
and  friends  of  the  rebel  guerrillas.  The  latter  found  no  difficulty  in 
supplying  their  commissariat  wherever  they  went,  and,  what  was  of 
vastly  greater  importance  to  them,  they  obtained  prompt  and  accurate 
information  of  every  movement  of  our  troops,  while  no  citizen  was  so 
bold  as  to  give  us  information  in  regard  to  the  guerrillas.  In  a country 
remarkably  well  adapted  by  nature  for  guerrilla  warfare,  with  all  the 
inhabitants  practically  the  friends  of  the  guerrillas,  it  has  been  found 
impossible  to  rid  the  country  of  such  enemies.  At  no  time  during  the 
war  have  these  counties  been  free  from  them.  Ko  remedy  short  of  de- 
stroying the  source  of  their  great  advantage  over  our  troops  could  cure 
the  evil. 

I did  not  approve  of  the  destruction  of  property,  at  first  contemplated 
by  General  Ewing,  for  two  reasons,  viz : I believe  the  end  can  be  ac- 
complished without  it,  and  it  cannot  be  done  in  a reasonable  time  so 
effectually  as  to  very  much  embarrass  the  guerrillas. 
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The  country  is  full  of  hogs  and  cattle,  running  in  the  woods,  and  of 
potatoes  in  the  ground  and  corn  in  the  field,  which  cannot  be  destroyed 
or  moved  in  a reasonable  time. 

I hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  loyal  people  can  return  in 
safety  to  their  homes,  and  when  those  vacated  by  rebels  will  be  pur- 
chased and  settled  by  people  who  are  willing  to  live  in  peace  with  their 
neighbors  on  both  sides  of  the  line. 

The  measure  which  has  been  adopted  seems  a very  harsh  one ; but, 
after  the  fullest  examination  and  consideration  of  which  I am  capable, 
I am  satisfied  it  is  wise  and  humane.  It  was  not  adopted  hastily,  as  a 
consequence  of  the  Lawrence  massacre.  The  subject  had  long  been 
discussed  between  General  Ewing  and  myself,  and  its  necessity  recog- 
nized as  at  least  probable.  I had  determined  to  adopt  the  milder  policy 
of  removing  all  families  known  to  be  connected  with  or  in  sympathy 
with  the  guerrillas,  and  had  commenced  its  execution  before  the  raid 
upon  Lawrence.  The  utter  impossibility  of  deciding  who  were  guilty 
and  who  innocent,  and  the  great  danger  of  retaliation  by  the  guerrillas 
upon  those  who  should  remain,  were  the  chief  reasons  for  adopting 
the  present  policy.  In  executing  it,  a liberal  test  of  loyalty  is  adopted. 
Persons  who  come  to  the  military  posts  and  claim  protection  as  loyal 
citizens  are  not  turned  away  without  perfectly  satisfactory  evidence  of 
disloyalty.  It  is  the  first  opportunity  which  those  people  have  had 
since  the  war  began  of  openly  proclaiming  their  attachment  to  the 
Union,  without  fear  of  rebel  vengeance. 

It  is  possible  that  General  Ewing  might  have  done  more  than  he  did  do 
to  guard  against  such  a calamity  as  that  at  Lawrence ; but  I believe  he  is 
entitled  to  great  credit  for  the  energy,  wisdom,  and  zeal  displayed  while 
in  command  of  that  district.  The  force  at  his  command  was  larger,  it  is 
true,  than  in  other  portions  of  the  department,  yet  it  was  small  for 
the  service  required — necessarily  so,  as  will  be  readily  understood  when 
it  is  considered  how  much  my  troops  have  been  reduced  by  re-enforce- 
ments sent  to  Generals  Grant,  Kosecrans,  Steele,  and  Blunt,  and  how 
much  the  territory  to  be  occupied  has  been  increased  by  our  advance 
into  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  country. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

Ool.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington , D.  C. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  92.  f Saint  Louis , Mo.,  September  4,  1863. 

The  militia  of  Kansas  and  Missouri,  not  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  will  be  used  only  for  the  defense  of  their  respective  States. 
They  will  not  be  permitted  to  pass  from  one  State  into  the  other,  with- 
out express  orders  from  the  district  commander.  No  armed  bodies  of 
men,  not  belonging  to  the  United  States  troops,  or  to  those  portions  of 
Kansas  and  Missouri  which  have  been  placed  under  the  orders  of  the 
department  commander  by  the  Governors  of  the  respective  States,  will 
be  permitted,  under  any  pretext  whatever,  to  pass  from  one  State  to 
the  other. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

0.  W.  MAKSH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Leavenworth,  Kans.,  August  24, 1863. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Saint  Louis , Mo. : 

Sir  : Disaster  has  again  fallen  on  our  State.  Lawrence  is  in  ashes. 
Millions  of  property  have  been  destroyed,  and,  worse  yet,  nearly  200 
lives  of  our  best  citizens  have  been  sacrificed.  No  fiends  in  human  shape 
could  have  acted  with  more  savage  barbarity  than  did  Quantrill  and 
his  band  in  their  last  successful  raid.  I must  hold  Missouri  responsible 
for  rhis  fearful,  fiendish  raid.  No  body  of  men  large  as  that  commanded 
by  Quantrill  could  have  been  gathered  together  without  the  people 
residing  in  Western  Missouri  knowing  everything  about  it.  Such 
people  cannot  be  considered  loyal,  and  should  not  be  treated  as  loyal 
citizens ; for  while  they  conceal  the  movements  of  desperadoes  like 
Quantrill  and  his  followers,  they  are,  in  the  worst  sense  of  the  word, 
their  aiders  and  abettors,  and  should  be  held  equally  guilty.  There  is 
no  way  of  reaching  these  armed  ruffians  while  the  civilian  is  permitted 
to  cloak  him. 

There  can  be  no  peace  in  Missouri,  there  will  be  utter  desolation  in 
Kansas,  unless  both  are  made  to  feel  promptly  the  rigor  of  military 
law.  The  peace  of  both  States  and  the  safety  of  the  republic  demand 
alike  this  resolute  course  of  action.  I urge  upon  you,  therefore,  the 
adoption  of  this  policy,  as  the  only  policy  which  can  save  both  Western 
Missouri  and  Kansas  $ for  if  this  policy  be  not  immediately  adopted,  the 
people  themselves,  acting  upon  the  common  principle  of  self-defense, 
will  take  the  matter  in  their  own  hands  and  avenge  their  own  wrongs. 
You  will  not  misunderstand  me.  I do  not  use,  or  intend  to  use,  any 
threats.  I tell  you  only  what  our  people  almost  to  a man  feel.  The  ex- 
citement over  the  success  of  Quantrill  is  intense — intense  all  over  the 
State — and  I do  not  see  how  I can  hesitate  to  demand,  or  how  you  can 
refuse  to  grant,  a court  of  inquiry  by  which  the  cause  of  that  fatal  suc- 
cess may  be  fully  investigated,  and  all  the  facts  laid  before  the  public.  I 
go  even  further.  I demand  that  this  court  of  inquiry  shall  have  power 
to  investigate  all  matter  touching  military  wrong-doings  in  Kansas, 
and  I do  this  most  earnestly,  to  guarantee  alike  our  present  and  future 
safety. 

As  regards  arms,  we  are  destitute.  There  are  none  at  the  fort,  and 
none  in  the  State.  I telegraphed  the  Secretary  of  War  this  fact,  asking 
him  to  turn  over  to  me  here  arms  in  sufficient  quantity  to  meet  our 
wants.  He  ordered  it  done,  and  replied,  further,  that  anything  the  Gov- 
ernment could  do  to  aid  Kansas  should  be  done.  This  being  so,  will  you 
not  express  to  me  arms  for  cavalry  and  infantry  sufficient  to  arm  three 
regiments  ? 

I inclose  the  copy  of  the  dispatch  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  me,  that 
you  may  see  its  purport  and  understand  its  spirit. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  CARNEY, 

Governor . 


Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Washington,  August  24,  1863. 

Governor  Carney: 

The  order  for  arms  and  ammunition  requested  in  your  telegram  of 
this  morning  has  been  given.  They  will  be  turned  over  bn  your  requi- 
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sition.  Any  other  aid  you  require  will  be  given  if  in  the  power  of  the 
Government. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Inclosure  No.  4.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , August  29,  1863. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Carney, 

Governor  of  Kansas : 

Governor  : I have  forwarded  a copy  of  your  letter  of  the  24th  to 
the  War  Department,  and  requested  the  President  to  appoint  a court  of 
inquiry,  with  full  powers  to  investigate  all  matters  touching  military 
affairs  in  Kansas,  and  have  urged  it  strongly.  I have  no  doubt  the 
court  will  be  appointed,  and  that  the  responsibility  of  the  sad  calamity 
which  has  befallen  Lawrence  will  be  placed  where  it  properly  belongs. 

Be  assured  that  nothing  in  my  power  shall  be  omitted  to  visit  just 
vengeance  upon  all  who  are  in  any  way  guilty  of  the  horrible  crime,  and 
to  secure  Kansas  against  anything  of  the  kind  in  future ; meanwhile 
let  me  urge  upon  you  the  importance  of  mollifying  the  just  anger  of 
your  people,  or  rather  of  reconciling  them  to  the  necessity  and  propriety 
of  leaving  it  to  the  United  States  troops  to  execute  the  vengeance  which 
they  so  justly  demand. 

It  needs  no  argument  to  convince  you  of  the  necessity  of  this  course. 
Without  it  there  would  be  no  end  of  retaliation  on  either  side,  and  utter 
desolation  on  both  sides  of  the  border  would  be  the  result. 

Anything  you  may  require  in  the  way  of  arms  for  your  militia,  and 
complete  outfit  for  your  new  regiments  of  volunteers,  shall  be  furnished 
at  once.  Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I ordered  3,000 
stand  of  arms  to  be  shipped  to  you  at  once,  and  to-day  have  ordered 
some  horses  for  the  Fifteenth  Kegiment.  The  arms  are  not  of  the  best 
class,  but  are  the  very  best  I have,  and  are  perfectly  serviceable. 

Permit  me  to  suggest  that  your  militia  should  be  thoroughly  organized 
throughout  the  State,  and  that  every  town  should  have  arms  in  store,* 
under  a small  guard,  sufficient  to  arm  the  militia  of  the  town.  The 
arms  can  be  easily  supplied  by  the  General  Government.  Without  such 
organization,  no  town  in  Missouri  or  Kansas  near  the  border  is  safe, 
unless  it  be  occupied  by  United  States  troops,  and  to  occupy  them  all, 
you  will  perceive,  is  utterly  impossible  with  the  force  under  my  com- 
mand. 

To  entirely  prevent  the  assemblage  of  such  bands  of  desperate  out- 
laws as  that  under  Quantrill  in  the  summer  season  is  simply  impossi- 
ble without  five  times  my  present  force.  In  a State  like  Kansas,  where 
everybody  is  loyal,  such  a state  of  things  could  not  exist ; but  when 
half  or  more  of  the  people  are  disloyal  of  all  shades,  as  in  Western  Mis- 
souri, and  consequently  cannot  be  permitted  to  carry  arms,  whether 
willingly  or  unwillingly,  they  are  the  servants  of  these  brigands,  and 
are  entirely  at  their  mercy.  If  they  resist  their  demands  or  inform  upon 
them,  it  is  at  the  peril  of  their  lives.  I do  not  wish  to  extenuate  in  any 
degree  the  crimes  of  those  who  are  responsible  for  these  inhuman  acts; 
they  shall  suffer  the  fullest  penalty;  but  I simply  state  what,  at  a mo- 
ment’s reflection,  will  convince  you  are  facts,  to  show  the  necessity  for 
full  preparation  on  your  part  to  assist  me  in  preventing  the  recurrence 
of  any  calamity  like  that  which  befell  Lawrence. 

I am  informed  that  a meeting  was  held  in  Leavenworth  a few  days 
ago,  in  which  it  was  resolved  that  the  people  should  meet  at  Paola,  on 
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tlie  8th  of  September,  for  the  purpose  of  entering  Missouri  to  recover 
their  stolen  property.  If  this  were  the  only  result  of  such  expedition, 
or  if  their  vengeance  could  be  limited  to  those  who  are  actually  guilty, 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  it;  but  it  is  a simple  matter  of  course 
that  the  action  of  such  an  irresponsible  organization  of  enraged  citizens 
would  be  indiscriminate  retaliation  upon  innocent  and  guilty  alike. 
You  cannot  expect  me  to  permit  anything  of  this  sort.  My  present  duty 
requires  me  to  prevent  it  at  all  hazards,  and  by  all  the  means  in  my 
power.  But  I hope  a few  days  of  reflection  will  show  the  popular  lead- 
ers in  Kansas  the  folly  and  wickedness  of  such  retaliation,  and  cause 
them  to  be  abandoned. 

I shall  confidently  rely  upon  your  powerful  influence  to  prevent  any 
such  action  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Kansas  as  will  force  me  into 
the  painful  position  of  having  to  oppose  them  in  any  degree,  particu- 
larly by  force. 

Be  assured,  Governor,  of  my  earnest  desire  to  do  all  in  my  power  to 
jiromote  the  peace  and  security  of  Kansas.  I shall  be  glad  at  all  times 
to  know  your  views  and  wishes  touching  your  State. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  5.J 

Leavenworth,  Kans.,  September  3,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

Sir  : The  brutal  outrages  committed  upon  the  unoffending  and  un- 
armed citizens  of  Lawrence  by  Quantrill  and  his  band  have  not  only 
aroused  every  man  in  the  State,  but  shocked  the  whole  country.  The 
wish  of  both  is  that  the  doers  of  these  bloody  deeds — their  aiders  and 
abettors — shall  be  steadily  pursued  and  surely  punished,  for  there  can 
be  no  safety  in  the  present  or  the  future  while  these  miscreants  are  per- 
mitted to  live. 

The  9th  day  of  this  month,  by  order  of  your  district  commander,  is 
the  day  fixed  upon  to  begin  this  summary  punishment.  That  this  pun- 
ishment may  be  swift  and  sure,  I offer  you  any  forces  at  my  command. 
You  have  promptly  sent  me  a sufficient  quantity  of  arms  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  State.  With  these  arms  in  their  hands,  and  organized,  our 
citizens  can  repel  any  raid  which  brutal  marauders  like  Quantrill  and 
his  band  may  attempt,  or  punish,  instantly  and  severely,  those  who 
shall  aid  or  abet  them.  I have  confidence  only  in  organized  action,  and, 
satisfied  both  of  your  ability  to  lead  our  forces  and  your  resolve  to 
punish  the  guilty,  I shall  be  happy  to  place  the  military  of  the  State  at 
your  disposal. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  CABKEY, 

Governor. 

[Inclosure  No.  6.1 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  September  3, 1863. 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Carney, 

Governor  of  Kansas  : 

Governor  : I am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  morning.  I fully 
sympathize  with  your  feeling  of  anxiety  to  give  security  to  the  Kansas 
border,  and  to  avenge  on  the  rebels  in  Missouri  the  unparalleled  atroci- 
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ties  of  the  Lawrence  massacre.  My  forces  in  Missouri  and  Kansas 
having  been  greatly  reduced  by  re-enforcements  sent  to  Generals  Grant, 
Steele,  and  Blunt,  I am  glad  to  avail  myself  of  your  offer  of  a part  of 
the  Kansas  militia  to  aid  the  United  States  forces  in  this  district. 

With  the  chief  towns  on  the  eastern  border  of  Kansas  garrisoned  by 
the  militia  of  the  State,  and  with  two  regiments  of  volunteers,  which  I 
have  lately  ordered  to  re-enforce  the  troops  already  in  the  district,  the 
military  authorities  will  be  able  not  only  to  execute  the  orders  for  the 
expulsion  of  disloyal  persons,  but  also  to  pursue  and  destroy  the  guer- 
rilla bands  which  have  so  long  ravaged  the  border. 

For  the  purpose  named,  I will  accept  the  services  of  so  many  compa- 
nies of  militia  as  maybe  deemed  necessary  by  you  and  the  district  com- 
mander to  protect  the  towns  referred  to. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Ko.  2. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen . Thomas  Ewing , jr.,  U.  S.  Army , commanding  Dis- 
trict of  the  Border. 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Border, 

Kansas  City , Mo.,  August  31,  18G3. 

Sir  : Some  commanders  of  detachments  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of 
Quantrill  are  still  out  after  his  scattered  forces.  In  advance  of  their 
return,  I submit  a report  of  the  raid,  which,  in  some  respects,  may  be 
deficient,  for  want  of  official  information  from  them. 

Three  or  four  times  this  summer  the  guerrillas  have  assembled,  to 
the  number  of  several  hundred,  within  20  or  30  miles  of  the  Kansas 
border.  They  have  threatened,  alternately,  Lexington,  Independence, 
Waxrensburg,  and  Harrisonville,  and  frequent  reports  have  reached, 
me  from  scouts  and  spies  that  they  meant  to  sack  and  destroy  Shawnee, 
Olathe,  Paola,  Mound  City,  and  other  towns  in  Kansas  near  the  eastern 
border.  I placed  garrisons  in  all  these  Kansas  towns,  and  issued  arms 
and  rations  to  volunteer  militia  companies  there.  From  reliable  sources 
I learned,  toward  the  last  of  July,  that  they  were  threatening  a raid  on 
Lawrence,  and  soon  after  they  commenced  assembling  on  the  Snibar, 
in  the  western  part  of  La  Fayette  County.  I at  once  ordered  a company 
of  infantry,  which  was  then  coming  down  from  Fort  Biley,  to  stop  at 
Lawrence,  which  they  did  for  more  than  a week,  and  until  after  the 
guerrilla  force  had  been  dispersed  by  a force  I sent  against  them. 

From  this  time,  though  constantly  receiving  information  as  to  their 
movements  and  plans,  I could  learn  nothing  of  a purpose  to  make  a raid 
into  Kansas.  Their  forces  were  again  scattered  in  small  predatory 
bands,  .and  I had  all  available  forces  in  like  manner  scattered  through- 
out the  Missouri  portion  of  this  district,  and  especially  the  border  coun- 
ties, besetting  their  haunts  and  paths. 

QuantrilFs  whole  force  was  about  300  men,  composed  of  selected 
bands  from  this  part  of  Missouri.  About  250  were  assembled  on  Black- 
water,  near  the  eastern  border  of  this  district,  at  least  50  miles  from  the 
Kansas  line,  on  the  17th  and  18tli  instant,  and  I am  informed  by  Major 
[J.  T.]  Boss,  Missouri  State  Militia,  who  has  been  scouting  in  the  south- 
west part  of  Saline  County,  that  the  rendezvous  was  there. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  [B.  F.]  Lazear,  commanding  two  companies  of  the 
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First  Missouri,  at  Warrensburg,  beard,  on  the  morning  of  tbe  20th,  that 
this  force  had  passed  the  day  before  12  miles  north  of  him,  going  west, 
and  moved  promptly  after  them,  sending  orders  to  Major  [A.  W.]  Mul- 
lins, commanding  two  companies  of  the  same  regiment,  at  Pleasant  Hill, 
to  move  on  them  from  that  point. 

On  the  night  of  the  19th,  however,  Quantrill  passed  through  Chapel 
Hill  to  the  head  of  the  Middle  Fork  of  Grand  Itiver,  8 miles  northwest 
of  Harrisonville,  and  15  miles  southeast  of  Aubrey,  the  nearest  station 
in  Kansas.  There  he  was  joined,  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  by  about 
50  men  from  Grand  Kiver  and  the  Osage,  and  at  noon  set  out  for  Kan- 
sas, passing  5 miles  south  of  Aubrey  at  6 p.  m.,  going  west.  Aubrey  is 
35  miles  south  of  Kansas  City,  and  about  45  miles  southeast  of  Law- 
rence. Kansas  City  is  somewhat  farther  from  Lawrence. 

Captain  [ J.  A.]  Pike,  commanding  two  companies  at  Aubrey,  received 
information  of  the  presence  of  Quantrill  on  Grand  Biver  at  5.30  p.  m. 
of  the  20th.  He  promptly  forwarded  the  information  up  and  down  the 
line  and  to  my  headquarters,  and  called  in  his  scouting  parties  to  march 
upon  them.  One  hour  and  a half  later  he  received  information  that 
Quantrill  had  just  passed  into  Kansas.  Unhappily,  however,  instead 
of  setting  out  at  once  in  pursuit,  he  remained  at  the  station,  and  merely 
sent  information  of  Quantrill’s  movement  to  my  headquarters,  and  to 
Captain  Coleman,  commanding  two  companies  at  Little  Santa  Fe,  12 
miles  north  of  the  line.  Captain  [O.  F.J  Coleman,  with  near  100  men, 
marched  at  once  to  Aubrey,  and  the  available  force  of  the  two  stations, 
numbering  about  200  men,  set  out  at  midnight  in  pursuit.  But  Quan- 
trill’s path  was  over  the  open  prairie,  and  difficult  to  follow  at  night,  so 
that  our  forces  gained  but  little  on  him.  By  Captain  Pike’s  error  of 
judgment  in  failing  to  follow  promptly  and  closely,  the  surest  means  of 
arresting  the  terrible  blow  was  thrown  away,  for  Quantrill  would  never 
have  gone  as  far  as  Lawrence,  or  attacked  it,  with  100  men  close  on  his 
rear. 

The  first  dispatch  of  Captain  Pike  reached  here  at  11.30  p.  m. ; the 
second  an  hour  later.  Before  1 o’clock  Major  [P.B.]  Plumb,  my  chief  of 
staff,  at  the  head  of  about  50  men  (which  was  all  that  could  be  got  here 
and  at  Westport),  started  southward,  and  at  daylight  heard  at  Olathe, 
25  miles  from  here,  that  the  enemy  had  passed  at  midnight  through 
Gardner,  18  miles  from  Lawrence,  going  toward  that  town.  Pushing 
on,  Major  Plumb  overtook  Captains  Coleman  and  Pike,  G miles  south- 
east of  Lawrence,  at  10.30  o’clock  Friday,  the  21st  instant,  and  by  the 
light  of  the  blazing  farm  houses  saw  that  the  enemy  had  got  6 miles 
south  of  Lawrence,  on  their  way  out  of  the  State.  The  enemy  were  over- 
taken near  Palmyra  by  Major  Plumb’s  command,  to  which  were  there 
added  from  50  to  100  citizens,  who  had  been  hastily  assembled  and  led 
in  pursuit  by  General  Lane.  By  this  time  the  horses  of  our  detachments 
were  almost  exhausted.  Nearly  all  were  young  horses,  just  issued  to 
the  companies,  and  had  marched  more  than  65  miles  without  rest,  and 
without  food  from  the  morning  of  the  20th.  Quantrill  had  his  men 
mounted  on  the  best  horses  of  the  border,  and  had  collected  fresh  ones 
going  to  and  at  Lawrence,  almost  enough  to  remount  his  command. 
He  skillfully  kept  over  100  of  his  best  mounted  and  best  trained  men 
in  the  rear,  and  often  formed  line  of  battle,  to  delay  pursuit  and  give 
time  and  rest  to  the  most  wearied  of  his  forces.  By  the  time  our  scat- 
tered soldiers  and  citizens  could  get  up  and  form  line,  the  guerrillas’ 
rear  guard  would,  after  a volley,  break  into  column,  and  move  off  at  a 
speed  that  defied  pursuit.  Thus  the  chase  dragged  through  the  after- 
noon, over  the  prairie,  generally  following  no  roads  or  x)aths,  until  night, 
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when  QuantrilPs  rear  guard  formed  line  of  battle  3 miles  north  of  Paola 
and  20  miles  from  where  they  entered  the  State.  A skirmish  ensued, 
the  guerrillas  breaking  and  scattering,  so  that  our  forces,  in  the  dark- 
ness, lost  the  trail,  and  went  into  Paola  for  food  and  rest,  while  search 
was  being  made  for  it.  Lieutenant-Colonel  [C.  S.]  Clark,  Ninth  Kansas 
Volunteers,  with  headquarters  at  Coldwater  Grove,  was  in  command  of 
the  troops  on  the  border  south  of  Little  Santa  Fe,  including  the  stations 
at  Aubrey,  Coldwater  Grove  (13  miles  south  of  Aubrey),  Eockville  (13 
miles  south  of  Coldwater  Grove),  Choteau’s  Trading  Post  (15  miles  south 
of  Eockville),  and  Harrisonville.  There  were  two  companies  at  each 
station,  but  the  force  out  patrolling  rarely  left  50  men  in  camp  at  each 
post.  He  received  Captain  Pike’s  message  as  to  the  gathering  of  Quan- 
trilPs forces  on  Grand  Eiver  on  the  night  of  the  20th,  and  at  once  sent 
for  the  spare  troops  at  Eockville  and  Trading  Post  to  march  up  to  Cold- 
water  Grove.  At  3 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  he  received  a 
dispatch  from  Captain  Coleman,  at  Aubrey,  saying  that  Quantrill  had 
crossed  into  Kansas,  and  he  set  out  with  30  men,  following  QuantrilPs 
trail  nearly  to  Gardner,  and  thence  going  south  to  Paola,  reaching  there 
at  5 p.  m.  With  this  command,  and  a force  of  perhaps  50  citizens,  and  a 
part  of  Captain  [N.  L.]  Benter’s  company  of  the  Twelfth  Kansas  Infantry , 
which  had  been  garrisoning  Paola,  he  prepared  to  attack  Quantrill  at 
the  ford  of  Bull  Creek,  3 miles  south  of  Paola,  toward  which  he  was 
then  retreating.  But  Quantrill,  on  coming  within  4 or  5 miles  of  that 
crossing,  soon  after  dark,  formed  line  of  battle,  as  I stated  above, 
broke  trail,  turned  sharp  to  the  north,  and  dodged  and  bewildered  the 
force  in  waiting  for  him  as  well  as  that  in  pursuit. 

These  troops  at  the  ford  returned  to  Paola  about  the  time  the  com- 
mand which  had  followed  Quantrill  reached  there.  One  of  the  parties 
in  search  of  the  trail  found  it  5 miles  north  of  Paola,  and  reported  the  fact 
to  Lieutenant- Colonel  Clark,  who  was  the  ranking  officer  there,  at  be- 
tween 1 and  2 o’clock.  He  was  slow  in  ordering  pursuit,  which  was  not 
renewed  until  daybreak.  He,  at  that  time,  sent  Captain  Coleman  for- 
ward, with  30  men  of  the  Ninth  Kansas,  which  he  himself  had  brought 
to  Paola,  and  40  of  the  same  regiment,  which  had  got  there  from  the 
Trading  Post  at.  about  2 o’clock  that  morning,  and  about  70  militia, 
chiefly  of  Linn  County.  He  marched  soon  after  himself  with  the  troops 
which  had  followed  Quantrill  the  day  before. 

Half  an  hour  before  Major  Plumb  started  from  Kansas  City  on  the 
night  of  the  21st,  Captain  Palmer,  Eleventh  Kansas,  was  sent  by  him 
from  Westport  wTith  50  men  of  his  company  down  the  line  to  near  Au- 
brey, where  he  met  a messenger  from  Captain  Coleman,  directing  re- 
enforcements to  Spring  Hill,  at  which  point  he  struck  Quantrill’s  trail, 
and  followed  it  to  within  7 miles  of  Lawrence.  Thence,  learning  that 
Quantrill  had  gone  south,  he  turned  southeast ; and  at  Lanesfield  (Union - 
town)  was  joined  by  a force  about  80  strong,  under  Major  Phillips,  com- 
posed of  detachments  of  Captain  Smith’s  company,  Enrolled  Missouri 
Militia,  Captain  [T.  P.]  Killen’s  Ninth  Kansas,  and  a squad  of  the  Fifth 
Kansas.  This  latter  force  had  been  collected  by  Major  [L.  K.]  Thacher, 
at  Westport,  and  dispatched  from  there  at  noon  on  Friday,  the  21st,  via 
Lexington,  Kans.  The  command  of  Major  Phillips,  thus  increased  to  130, 
pushed  southeast  from  Lanesfield,  and  struck  QuantrilPs  trail  about 
sunrise,  5 miles  north  of  Paola,  and  but  a little  behind  the  commands 
of  Coleman  and  Clark. 

Major  Thacher,  commanding  at  Westport  when  news  arrived  that 
Quantrill  was  returning  by  way  of  the  Osage  Valley,  took  the  rest  of 
the  mounted  troops  on  the  upper  border  (Company  A,  Ninth,  and  Com- 
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pany  E,  Eleventh  Kansas,  numbering  120  men)  and  moved  down  the 
line.  Pie  struck  Quantrill’s  trail  below  Aubrey,  immediately  in  the  rear 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clark’s  command. 

Quantrill,  when,  after  dark,  he  had  baffled  his  pursuers,  stopped  to 
rest  5 miles  northeast  of  Paola,  and  there,  after  midnight,  a squad  of  Linn 
County  militia,  under  Captain  Pardee,  in  search  of  the  trail,  alarmed 
the  camp.  He  at  once  moved  on,*and  between  that  point  and  the  Kan- 
sas line  his  column  came  within  gunshot  of  the  advance  of  about  150 
of  the  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  [W.] 
King,  which  had  been  ordered  from  the  country  of  the  Little  Blue,  in 
Jackson  County,  down  the  line,  to  intercept  him.  The  advance  ap- 
prised Lieutenant-Colonel  King  of  the  approach  of  another  force. 
Skirmishers  were  thrown  out,  but  Quantrill,  aided  by  the  darkness  and 
broken  character  of  the  prairie,  eluded  the  force,  and  passed  on.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel King  was  unable  to  find  his  trail  that  night. 

The  pursuing  forces  thus  thrown  behind,  Quantrill  passed  out  of 
Kansas  and  got  to  the  timber  of  the  Middle  Fork  of  Grand  River  in  Mis- 
souri, near  his  last  rendezvous  before  starting,  about  noon  of  the  22d, 
an  hour  in  advance  of  the  head  of  the  pursuing  column.  There  his  force 
scattered,  many  dismounted,  or,  worn  out  through  fatigue  or  wounds, 
sought  concealment  and  safety  in  the  fastnesses  of  that  region.  About 
100  moved  down  Grand  River,  while  the  chief  part  of  the  force  passed 
northeast  toward  Chapel  Hill.  Our. forces  divided  in  like  manner  at 
that  point,  Major  Plumb  and  Major  Thaeher  following  the  main  body. 

On  the  20th  of  August,  I went  to  Leavenworth  on  official  business. 
The  dispatches  of  Captain  Pike  were  not  sent  to  Leavenworth  until  8 a.  m. 
on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  because  the  telegraph  offices  at  Leavenworth 
City  and  Fort  Leavenworth  close  at  11  p.  m.  for  want  of  relief  of  oper- 
ators. I received  those  dispatches,  and  the  one  announcing  that  Quan- 
trill had  passed  through  Gardner  going  toward  Lawrence,  not  until 
10.45  a.  m.  on  the  21st.  There  was  no  cavalry  stationed  at  Fort  Leav- 
enworth, though  five  companies  of  the  Eleventh  Ohio  were  there  out- 
fitting for  Fort  Laramie,  but  without  arms.  There  was  one  company 
at  Leavenworth  City,  just  receiving  horse  equipments.  Arms  and  horse 
equipments  were  issued  at  once,  and  at  1 p.  m.  I started  from  Fort 
Leavenworth  with  near  300  men  of  these  companies.  Kews  reaching 
me  at  Leavenworth  City  of  the  burning  of  Lawrence,  and  of  the  avowed 
purpose  of  the  rebels  to  go  thence  to  Topeka,  I thought  it  best  to  go  to 
He  Soto,  and  thence,  after  an  unavoidable  delay  of  five  hours  in  cross- 
ing the  Kansas  River,  to  Lanesfield.  Finding  there,  at  daybreak,  that 
Quantrill  had  passed  east,  I left  the  command  to  follow  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  and  pushed  on,  reaching,  soon  after  dark,  the  point  on  Grand  i 
River  where  Quantrill’s  force  had  scattered. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Lazear,  with  the  detachments  of  the  First  Mis- 
souri, from  Warrensburg  and  Pleasant  Hill,  numbering  about  200  men, 
after  failing  to  find  Quantrill  on  Biackwater  on  the  20th,  encountered 
him  at  noon  of  the  21st  on  Big  Creek,  broke  up  his  force,  and  has  since 
had  five  very  successful  engagements  with  different  parties  of  his  band. 
The  pursuit  of  Quantrill,  after  our  forces  had  caught  up  with  him  at 
Brooklyn,  was  so  close  that  he  was  unable  to  commit  any  further  dam- 
age to  property  <?h  his  route,  but  wTas  compelled  to  abandon  almost  all 
his  horses  and  much  of  the  plunder  from  the  Lawrence  stores ; and 
since  he  reached  Missouri  a large  part  of  his  men  have  abandoned  their 
horses  and  taken  to  the  brush  afoot.  The  number  of  equipments  so  far 
captured  exceeds  one  hundred,  and  the  number  of  participants  in  the 
massacre  already  killed  is  fully  as  great.  The  most  unremitting  efforts 
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are  being  made  to  bunt  down  the  remainder  of  the  band  before  they 
recover  from  the  pursuit. 

Familiar  as  many  of  Quantrill’s  men  were  with  our  prairies — unob- 
structed as  to  course  by  any  roads  or  fords,  with  a rolling  country  to 
traverse,  as  open  as  the  sea — to  head  off  his  well-mounted,  compact,  and 
well-disciplined  force  was  extremely  difficult.  The  troops  which  fol- 
lowed and  overtook  him  south  of  Lawrence,  without  a co-operating 
force  to  stop  him,  were,  practically,  useless  from  exhaustion ; and  the 
forces  which  did  not  follow,  but  undertook  to  head  him,  failed,  though 
they  nearly  all  exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost  to  accomplish  it.  There 
were  few  of  the  troops  which  did  not  travel  a hundred  miles  in  the  first 
twenty -four  hours  of  the  pursuit.  Many  horses  were  killed.  Four  men 
of  the  Eleventh  Ohio  were  sun-stricken,  among  them  Lieutenant  Dick, 
who  accompanied  me,  and  who  fell  dead  on  dismounting  to  rest.  The 
citizens  engaged  in  pursuit.  Though  they  were  able,  generally,  to 
keep  close  upon  the  enemy  between  Brooklyn  and  Paola,  killing  and 
wounding  many  stragglers  and  men  in  the  rear  guard,  they  were  with- 
out the  requisite  arms,  organization,  or  numbers  to  successfully  en- 
counter the  enemy. 

Although  Quantrill  was  nearly  eleven  hours  in  Kansas  before  reach- 
ing Lawrence,  no  information  of  his  approach  was  conveyed  to  the 
people  of  that  town.  Captain  Pike,  at  Aubrey,  sent  no  messenger 
either  to  Paola,  Olathe,  or  Lawrence,  one  or  the  other  of  which  towns, 
it  was  plain,  was  to  be  attacked.  Captain  Coleman,  on  getting  the 
news  at  Little  Santa  Fe,  at  once  dispatched  a messenger  to  Olathe, 
asking  the  commanding  officer  there  to  speed  it  westward.  That  officer, 
not  knowing  in  what  direction  the  guerrillas  were  moving,  sent  a mes- 
senger out  the  Santa  Fe  road,  who,  when  nearly  at  Gardner,  hearing 
that  Quantrill  had  just  passed  through  there,  returned  to  Olathe. 

With  one  exception,  citizens  along  the  route  who  could  well  have 
given  the  alarm  did  not  even  attempt  it.  One  man  excused  himself  for 
his  neglect  on  the  plea  that  his  horses  had  been  working  hard  the  day 
before.  A boy  living  10  or  12  miles  from  Lawrence  begged  his  father 
to  let  him  mount  his.  pony,  and,  going  a by-road,  alarm  the  town,  but 
he  was  not  allowed  to  go.  Mr.  J.  Reed,  living  in  the  Hesper  neighbor- 
hood, near  Eudora,  started  ahead  of  Quantrill  from  that  place  to  carry 
the  warning  to  Lawrence,  but,  while  riding  at  full  speed,  his  horse  fell 
and  was  killed,  and  he  himself  so  injured  that  he  died  next  day. 

Thus  surprised,  the  people  of  Lawrence  were  powerless.  They  had 
never,  except  on  the  occasion  I referred  to  above,  thought  an  attack 
probable,  and,  feeling  strong  in  their  own  preparations,  never,  even 
then,  asked  for  troops  to  garrison  the  town.  They  had  an  abundance 
of  arms  in  their  city  arsenal,  and  could  have  met  Quantrill,  on  half  an 
hour’s  notice,  with  500  men.  The  guerrillas,  reaching  the  town  at  sun- 
rise, caught  most  of  the  inhabitants  asleep,  and  scattered  to  the  various 
houses  so  promptly  as  to  prevent  the  concentration  of  any  considerable 
number  of  men.  They  robbed  most  of  the  stores  and  banks,  and  burned 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  buildings,  including  one-fourth  of  the 
private  residences  and  nearly  all  of  the  business  houses  of  the  town, 
and,  with  circumstances  of  the  most  fiendish  atrocity,  murdered  140 
unarmed  men,  among  them  14  recruits  of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment  and 
20  of  the  Second  Kansas  Colored  Volunteers.  About  24  persons  were 
wounded. 

Since  the  fall  of  Vicksburg,  and  the  breaking  up  of  large  parts  of 
Price’s  and  Marmaduke’s  armies,  great  numbers  of  rebel  soldiers,  whose 
families  live  in  Western  Missouri,  have  returned,  and  being  unable  or 
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unwilling  to  live  at  home,  have  joined  the  bands  of  guerrillas  infesting 
the  border.  Companies  which  before  this  summer  mustered  but  20  or 
30  have  now  grown  to  50  or  100.  • All  the  people  of  the  country,  through 
fear  or  favor,  feed  them,  and  rarely  any  give  information  as  to  their 
movements.  Having  all  the  inhabitants,  by  good  will  or  compulsion, 
thus  practically  their  friends,  and  being  familiar  with  the  fastnesses  of 
a country  wonderfully  adapted  by  nature  to  guerrilla  warfare,  they 
have  been  generally  able  to  elude  the  most  energetic  pursuit.  When 
assembled  in  a body  of  several  hundred,  they  scatter  before  an  inferior 
force ; and  when  our  troops  scatter  in  pursuit,  they  reassemble  to  fall 
on  an  exposed  squad,  or  a weakened  post,  or  a defenseless  strip  of  the 
border.  I have  had  seven  stations  on  the  line  from  which  patrols  have 
each  night  and  each  day  traversed  every  foot  of  the  border  for  90  miles. 
The  troops  you  have  been  able  to  spare  me  out  of  the  small  forces  with- 
held by  you  from  the  armies  of  Generals  Grant,  Steele,  and  Blunt,  num- 
bering less  than  3,000  officers  and  men  for  duty,  and  having  over 
twenty-five  separate  stations  or  fields  of  operations  throughout  the  dis- 
trict, have  worked  hard  and  (until  this  raid)  successfully  in  hunting 
down  the  guerrillas  and  protecting  the  stations  and  the  border.  They 
have  killed  more  than  100  of  them  in  petty  skirmishes  and  engagements 
between  the  18th  of  June  and  the  20th  instant. 

On  the  25th  instant  I issued  an  order  * requiring  all  residents  of  the 
counties  of  Jackson,  Cass,  Bates,  and  that  part  of  Vernon  included  in 
this  district,  except  those  within  1 mile  of  the  limits  of  the  military 
stations  and  the  garrisoned  towns,  and  those  north  of  Brush  Creek 
and  west  of  Big  Blue,  to  remove  from  their  present  places  of  residence 
within  fifteen  days  from  that  date ; those  who  prove  their  loyalty  to  be 
allowed  to  move  out  of  the  district  or  to  any  military  station  in.  it,  or  to 
any  part  of  Kansas  west  of  the  border  counties ; all  others  to  move  out 
of  the  district.  When  the  war  broke  out,  the  district  to  which  this  order 
applies  was  peopled  by  a community  three-fourths  of  whom  were  in- 
tensely disloyal.  The  avowed  loyalists  have  been  driven  from  their 
farms  long  since,  and  their  houses  and  improvements  generally  de- 
stroyed. They  are  living  in  Kansas,  and  at  military  stations  in  Mis- 
souri, unable  to  return  to  their  homes.  Kone  remain  on  their  farms 
but  rebels  and  neutral  families ; and  practically  the  condition  of  their 
tenure  is  that  they  shall  feed,  clothe,  and  shelter  the  guerrillas,  furnish 
them  information,  and  deceive  or  withhold  information  from  us.  The 
exceptions  are  few,  perhaps  twenty  families  in  those  parts  of  the  counties 
to  which  the  order  applies.  Two-thirds  of  those  who  left  their  families 
on  the  border  and  went  to  the  rebel  armies  have  returned.  They 
dare  not  stay  at  home,  and  no  matter  what  terms  of  amnesty  may  be 
granted,  they  can  never  live  in  the  country  except  as  brigands ; and  so 
long  as  their  families  and  associates  remain,  they  will  stay  until  the  last 
man  is  killed,  to  ravage  every  neighborhood  of  the  border.  With  your 
approval,  I was  about  adopting,  before  this  raid,  measures  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  families  of  the  guerrillas  and  of  known  rebels,  under  which 
two-thirds  of  the  families  affected  by  this  order  would  have  been  com- 
pelled to  go.  That  order  would  have  been  most  difficult  of  execution, 
and  not  half  so  effectual  as  this.  Though  this  measure  may  seem  too 
severe,  I believe  it  will  prove  not  inhuman,  but  merciful,  to  the  non- 
combatants  affected  by  it.  Those  who  prove  their  loyalty  will  find 
houses  enough  at  the  stations,  and  will  not  be  allowed  to  suffer  for  want 
of  food.  Among  them  there  are  but  few  dissatisfied  with  the  order,  not- 

* Sec  Ewing  to  Scliofield,  August  25,  18G3,  Part  11,  pp.  472,  475 
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withstanding  the  present  hardship  it  imposes.  Among  the  Union  refu- 
gees it  is  regarded  as  the  best  assurance  they  have  ever  had  of  a return 
to  their  homes  and  permanent  peace  there.  To  obtain  the  full  military 
advantages  of  this  removal  of  the  people,  I have  ordered  the  destruction 
of  all  grain  and  hay,  in  shed  or  in  the  field,  not  near  enough  to  military 
stations  for  removal  there.  I have  also  ordered  from  the  towns  occu- 
pied as  military  stations  a large  number  of  persons,  either  openly  or 
secretly  disloyal,  to  prevent  the  guerrillas  getting  information  of  the 
townspeople,  which  they  will  no  longer  be  able  to  get  of  the  farmers. 
The  execution  of  these  orders  will  possibly  lead  to  a still  fiercer  and  more 
active  struggle,  requiring  the  best  use  of  the  additional  troops  the  gen- 
eral commanding  has  sent  me,  but  will  soon  result,  though  with  much 
unmerited  loss  and  suffering,  in  putting  an  end  to  this  savage  border 
war. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General 

Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen .,  Dept  of  the  Missouri , Saint  Louis , Mo. 

[Inclosure.] 

Lawrence,  August  21, 18G3 — 5 p.  m. 

General  : I have,  with  regret,  to  report  that  Quantrill,  alias  Charley 
Hart  [?],  reached  this  town  at  about  4.30  o’clock  this  morning ; burned 
the  town ; slaughtered  in  cold  blood  about  GO  citizens ; then  left  by 
Blanton  Bridge,  and  by  way  of  the  town  of  Brooklyn.  As  near  as  I can 
estimate,  he  had  about  200  men,  armed  principally  with  revolvers.  It 
is  said  that  Lane,  with  a few  men,  held  him  at  bay  in  Brooklyn,  and  has 
sent  back  for  help.  Quantrill  left  about  10  o’clock. 

Respectfully, 

A.  R.  BANKS. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  S.  Clark,  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Troops  on  the  Border, 

Coldwater  Grove , August  30,  18G3. 

General  : In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  51,  Headquarters 
District  of  the  Border,  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  brief 
report  of  the  part  my  command  took  in  the  chase  after  Quantrill’s  mur- 
derers in  their  raid  on  Lawrence : 

In  the  evening  of  the  20th  of  August,  1863, 1 received  a dispatch  from 
Captain  [J.  A.]  Pike,  commanding  at  Aubrey,  that  reliable  information 
had  been  received  that  Quantrill,  with  a large  command,  was  camped 
on  Grand  River,  10  miles  from  the  Kansas  line.  I immediately  sent 
orders  to  Captain  [B.  F.]  Goss,  commanding  Trading  Post,  also  to  Rock- 
ville for  the  troops  to  march  forthwith  to  Coldwater  Grove ; also  that 
Captain  Pike  should  watch  the  movement  of  the  enemy  and  report.  I 
also  sent  scouting  parties  to  see  if  any  troops  had  crossed  the  lines. 

At  3 a.  m.  21st,  I received  a dispatch  from  Captain  [C.  F.]  Coleman 
that  Quantrill  had  crossed  into  Kansas,  and  he  was  in  pursuit  with 
180  men.  I learned  from  other  sources  that  the  enemy  was  moving  in 
direction  of  Paola.  Having  with  me  a part  of  Captain  Flesher’s  com- 
pany (30  men),  I started  in  direction  Of  Paola ; but  finding,  after  traveling 
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12  miles,  that  Quan trill  had  turned  north,  I changed  my  direction,  and 
soon  found  the  trail  of  the  enemy.  I followed  to  within  4 miles  of  Gard- 
ner ; there  I learned  that  Quantrill  had  gone  through  Gardner  at  11 
o’clock  the  night  before.  Being  about  twelve  hours  behind,  and  learn- 
ing that  a force  was  in  pursuit,  and  believing  that  Quantrill  could  not 
pass  back  [by]  the  same  route  he  entered  into  the  State,  1 turned  my 
detachment  of  30  men  in  the  direction  of  Paola;  called  out  the  people 
of  Marysville  as  I passed  through ; instructed  them  to  send  scouts  out 
on  the  road  leading  from  Paola  to  Lawrence,  and  report  to  me  at  Paola. 
At  5 o’clock  reached  Paola,  having  marched  55  miles  ; found  the  citi- 
zens in  arms;  sent  men  to  Osawatomie  and  Stanton  to  raise  the  citizens, 
and  to  communicate  any  and  every  movement  of  the  enemy.  The  scout 
sent  to  Stanton  met  Quantrill  on  his  retreat,  5 miles  out,  and  returned 
to  report.  This  was  the  first  information  I had  of  Quantrill’s  where- 
abouts after  leaving  Coldwater  Grove.  He  was  then  on  the  road  lead- 
ing into  Paola.  I made  arrangements  to  attack  him  at  the  ford  on  Bull 
Creek.  It  was  now  dark,  and  as  the  enemy  did  not  make  his  appearance, 
as  I had  hoped  and  expected,  I sent  Lieutenant  [J.  E.]  Parsons  to  feel 
the  enemy  and  learn  his  destination.  Lieutenant  Parsons  found  Major 
[P.  B.]  Plumb,  with  the  entire  command  which  had  been  in  pursuit, 
together  with  General  Lane,  in  command  of  the  militia,  all  eager  to  find 
the  marauders,  but  none  knew  what  had  become  of  them.  Various 
opinions  as  to  direction  were  now  discussed,  and  out  of  the  diversity  of 
opinions  it  was  thought  advisable  to  rest  the  command  until  the  direc- 
tion was  ascertained  by  scouts  from  the  less  jaded  troops. 

At  2 o’clock  the  following  morning,  having  received  satisfactory  in- 
formation as  to  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  I got  the  command  together 
and  gave  chase  at  daylight,  and  followed  the  murderers  to  Grand  River, 
where  they  commenced  breaking  up  in  small  bands.  Finding  my  com- 
mand, both  men  and  horses,  very  much  exhausted,  and  feeling  farther 
pursuit  that  day  useless,  I halted  and  spent  the  time  picking  up  scat- 
tering ones  that  had  stopped  in  the  brush  on  Grand  River.  At  this 
time  I was  out  of  cartridges,  both  pistol  and  carbine. 

The  24th,  25th,  and  26th  were  spent  in  thoroughly  scouring. the  coun- 
try about  Pleasant  Hill  and  the  tributaries  of  Grand  River.  Quantrill 
made  his  escape  into  Johnson  County  on  the  28th.  His  forces  were 
completely  scattered  and  disbanded.  We  had  information  of  Younger 
on  the  waters  of  Big  Blue,  and,  having  divided  my  forces,  I sent  a por- 
tion on  to  the  headwaters  of  Grand  River  and  the  rest  in  the  direction 
of  the  Blue. 

The  detachment  sent  on  Grand,  under  command  of  Captain  [H.] 
Flesher,  has  not  been  heard  from.  The  detachment  up  the  Blue,  under 
Captain  [C.  F.]  Coleman,  up  to  last  night,  were  doing  a good  work. 

I am  happy  to  say  that  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  de- 
serve much  credit  for  their  promptness  in  carrying  out  orders,  and  for 
their  fortitude  in  bearing  up  under  the  trials  of  a severe  march. 

The  result,  so  far  as  heard  from,  of  our  scouting  since  entering  Mis- 
souri is  the  capturing  and  killing  of  21  of  the  devils,  with  presumptive 
evidence  that  14  others  have  gone  the  way  of  all  the  world. 

In  conclusion,  general,  I am  happy  to  be  able  to  give  my  testimony 
in  defense  of  all  and  every  accusation  that  may  be  brought  against  the 
troops  under  your  command,  making  them  responsible  for  the  raid  upon 
Lawrence.  Taking  into  consideration  the  position  of  the  country,  the 
number  of  troops  at  your  disposal,  and  the  manifest  treachery  and  du- 
plicity of  the  citizens  on  the  immediate  border  of  Missouri,  nothing  was 
to  prevent  Quantrill  from  doing  just  what  he  executed.  Had  the  citi- 
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zens  of  Missouri,  tliose  [from]  whom  we  had  reason  to  expect  something 
given  the  information  they  possessed,  the  raid  might  have  been  arrested 
and  the  marauders  routed. 

While  we  mourn  over  the  massacre  at  Lawrence,  we  have  reason  to 
rejoice  that  many  of  the  murderers  have  paid  the  penalty  of  their 
hellish  deeds,  and  many  more  will  repent  the  day  they  entered  a loyal 
State  to  murder  and  plunder  an  innocent  people. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  S.  CLARK, 

Lieut.  Col.  Ninth  Kansas  Vol.  Cavalry , Comdg.  Troops  on  Border. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Border , Kansas  City , Mo. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Basel  F.  Lascar,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav~ 

airy. 

Lexington,  Mo.,  August  27, 1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  10  o’clock,  August  20, 
I received  information,  at  Warrensburg,  that  Quantrill,  with  250  men, 
had  passed  12  miles  north  of  that  place  on  the  19th,  going  west.  I im- 
mediately dispatched  messengers  to  Lexington  and  Harrisonville,  asking 
for  all  the  force  that  could  be  sent  from  those  stations  to  meet  me  at 
Chapel  Hill  at  daylight  next  morning. 

I left  Warrensburg  at  10  o’clock  a.  m.  with  100  men  of  Companies  C,  I, 
and  K.  We  formed  a junction  near  Chapel  Hill  with  Major  Mullins,  with 
130  men  of  Companies  B,  F,  G,  and  H,  all  of  First  Missouri  State  Mili- 
tia Cavalry.  Delayed  here  until  late  in  the  evening  waiting  on  detach- 
ment from  Lexington,  when  Colonel  Neill,  with  50  men  of  Fifth  Provis- 
ional Regiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  came  up ; pushed  on  that  night 
as  far  as  Lone  Jack.  Started  early  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  on  Quan- 
trill’s  trail  as  far  as  Big  Creek,  5 miles  northwest  of  Pleasant  Hill,  where 
we  stopped  to  feed,  and  as  soon  as  the  advance  came  out  of  the  brush 
west  of  Big  Creek  they  discovered  a body  of  men  some  half  mile  in  their 
front.  The  whole  command  was  immediately  ordered  up  and  parties 
sent  out  to  discover  who  they  were,  when  they  replied  that  they  were 
Federal  troops,  but  would  not  say  whose  command  they  belonged  to. 
Fearing  they  were  Federal  troops,  I rode  forward  and  satisfied  myself 
they  were  bushwhackers,  and  were  forming  line  of  battle  behind  a fence ; 
and  as  they  were  on  top  of  a ridge,  and  were  still  coming  up,  I thought 
it  prudent  to  dismount  a company  to  take  the  advance.  While  engaged 
in  this,  they  commenced  retreating  from  their  right.  After  going  some 
three-quarters  of  a mile,  they  changed  their  course  to  their  left,  and 
formed  just  over  a ridge,  where  we  came  up  with  them  and  exchanged 
several  rounds,  when  they  broke  for  the  brush.  Five  were  killed.  Have 
heard  since  several  were  wounded;  several  horses  killed  and  some  cap- 
tured. Some  goods  were  picked  up,  but  mostly  left.  The  ground  they 
passed  over  was  strewed  with  goods  of  every  description.  As  soon  as 
I found  they  had  scattered,  the  force  was  divided,  and  Capt.  H.  F. 
Peery,  in  command  of  one  of  the  detachments,  came  up  with  them  late 
in  the  evening,  and  fought  them  in  the  brush  a considerable  time,  when 
they  again  scattered  in  every  direction.  Five  more  were  killed  in  this 
engagement.  Our  casualties  were  none,  so  far.  I attempted  to  guard 
the  passes  that  night  to  keep  them  from  passing  east,  but  the  most  of 
them  passed  over,  several  parties  of  them  being  fired  upon,  and  1 rebel 
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killed.  From  two  prisoners  we  learned  this  party  was  commanded  by 
Quantrill,  and  that  there  were  200  men. 

August  23,  the  brush  of  Big  Greek  was  scoured,  but  none  found. 

[August]  24,  marched  from  Pleasant  Hill  to  Lone  Jack,  and  from  there 
to  the  head  of  Texas  Prairie.  Saw  some  trails,  but  no  rebels.  One  of 
the  prisoners  took  us  to  one  of  their  camps,  but  found  nothing  but  about 
a keg  of  powder  and  some  corn,  which  was  destroyed. 

[August]  25,  divided  the  command  (except  Colonel  Neill’s  force,  who 
left  the  24th)  into  small  parties,  and  scoured  the  country  from  the  head 
of  Texas  Prairie  north  of  Big  Sni,  and  some  10  miles  south  of  the  prairie, 
sending  Captain  Jackson  as  far  south  as  Kingsville,  where  I learned  the 
party  passed  the  day  before.  I have  not  heard  from  him  yet,  although 
he  was  to  report  to  me  at  Hopewell.  We  had  a number  of  skirmishes 
this  day,  killing  3 (no  doubt  wounding  several)  and  capturing  a number 
of  horses,  and  some  prisoners,  who  were  unarmed,  and  a female,  by  the 
name  of  Miss  Hutchins,  of  this  place,  who  was  standing  picket  while 
2 bushwhackers  were  eating  their  dinner,  and  since  their  capture  by 
giving  them  timely  notice  of  the  approach  of  troops.  Our  casualties 
to-day  were  1 killed  and  1 wounded,  viz : Killed,  Robert  C.  Key,  private 
Company  K,  and  wounded,  Joshua  Stevens,  Company  I. 

[August]  26,  a picket  skirmish  this  morning  near  Hopewell,  and  a 
long  chase  after  a party  of  30,  but  they  scattered  in  the  brush.  Learned 
1 was  wounded  in  the  skirmish  this  morning.  From  here  scoured  the 
country  to  Greenton,  and,  finding  no  fresh  traces,  I concluded  best  to 
come  to  this  place  and  get  our  horses  shod,  some  supplies,  and  learn 
something  of  the  movements  of  other  troops,  so  that  I could  co-operate 
with  them. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  calling  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  if  we  had  been  armed  so  that  we  could  have  made  a charge,  we 
could  have  captured Quan trill’s  entire  command;  but  cavalry  armed  with 
long  guns,  and  these  empty,  are  not  in  a very  good  condition  to  make  a 
charge  on  an  enemy. 

Officers  and  men  behaved  well,  and  I take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the 
names  of  Captains  Peery,  W.  Meredith,  M.  Burris,  and  Lieutenants  [B. 
F.]  Johnson,  J.  I).  Mullins,  D.  Groomer,  and  P.  S.  Kenney.  The  latter  is 
our  quartermaster,  and  is  certainly  one  of  the  bravest  and  coolest  men 
I have  met  with  during  an  engagement,  and  is  well  worthy  of  promo- 
tion. I must  also  call  your  attention  to  Corpl.  Andrew  J.  Fuller,  of 
Company  I,  who  seized  a bushwhacker,  after  they  had  emptied  their 
revolvers,  and  beat  his  brains  out  with  his  pistol.  This  is  the  same 
man  who  a short  time  since  attacked  3 bushwhackers,  killing  2 and 
running  the  third.  His  bravery  is  certainly  worthy  of  reward. 

In  closing  this  report,  I would  recommend  that  every  citizen,  man, 
woman,  and  child,  in  Texas  Prairie,  and  near  it,  be  sent  out  of  the  country, 
and  troops  sent  there  to  use  up  the  forage,  or  that  it  be  destroyed.  There 
are  large  quantities  of  it  there,  and  every  farmer  there,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  favors  and  feeds  the  bushwhackers,  and  the  quickest  way  to 
destroy  them  is  to  destroy  their  subsistence  and  remove  their  friends. 

The  whole  number  killed  during  the  scout  was  1G;  brought  in  8 male 
and  2 female  prisoners ; ordered  a number  of  females  to  report  to  the 
provost-marshal ; 25  horses,  several  guns  and  pistols. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

B.  F.  LAZEAR, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing, 

Comdg.  Border  District , Dept,  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  City , Mo. 
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No.  5. 

Report  of  Maj.  Linn  K.  Tkacher,  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters,  Westport , Mo.,  August  27,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  chase 
after  Quantrill,  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  instant,  by  the  order  of  the 
general  commanding : 

I marched  with  all  the  available  forces  I could  collect.  I had,  in  all, 
with  me  about  120  men.  At  Olathe,  I learned  that  Quantrill  was,  when 
last  heard  from,  aiming  for  Paola,  Kans.  I pressed  on  in  that  direction, 
and,  a little  after  daylight,  struck  the  trail  of  the  enemy  about  5 miles 
north  of  Paola,  leading  eastward.  I followed  this  for  10  miles,  and  then 
halted  long  enough  to  feed  the  horses,  after  which  I pressed  on  until  I 
reached  Grand  River.  There  the  enemy  separated,  a part  going  into  the 
Grand  River  bottom,  and  the  other  steering  for  Lone  Jack  and  the  Sni 
Hills.  1 pursued  the  latter,  Colonel  [C.  S.]  Clark  being  in  pursuit  of 
the  former.  On  Big  Creek,  a half  hour  before  dark,  a small  party  of 
guerrillas  showed  themselves  as  I approached.  I charged  them,  and 
they  fled  to  the  woods,  and  thus  baffled  pursuit.  There  I awaited  until 
daylight,  and  then  followed.  They  moved  direct  to  the  Sni  Hills.  I 
scoured  the  intermediate  country  and  woods,  and  scouted  for  three  days 
the  Sni  country,  dividing  my  command  into  small  parties,  and  at  night 
secreting  my  men  in  squads  along  the  paths  and  roads  I supposed  they 
would  pass.  Por  two  days  I also  searched  the  guerrilla  haunts  on  the 
Little  Blue,  running  into  a party  of  two  of  them  near  Fristoe’s  place, 
capturing  a revolver  and  horse  of  one  of  them,  but,  to  my  chagrin,  killed 
neither  of  them.  I returned  to-day,  after  having  been  out  six  days 
and  nights,  having  traveled  over  many  a long  and  difficult  mile,  and 
having  failed  to  accomplish  what  I hoped  to. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  K.  THACHER, 

Major  Ninth  Kansas  Volunteers,  Commanding  Post. 
Lieut.  H.  Hannahs, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  the  Border. 


No.  6. 

Report  of  Capt.  Charles  F.  Coleman,  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Little  Santa  Ffi,  Mo.,  August  30,  1863. 

Sir  : On  the  night  of  the  20th,  at  8 p.  m.,  I received  a dispatch  from 
Captain  [J.  A.]  Pike,  commanding  at  Aubrey,  stating  that  he  had  just 
received  reliable  information  that  Quantrill  with  700  men  was  in  camp  on 
the  head  of  Grand  River,  8 miles  east  of  that  place.  I immediately  sent 
a messenger  to  Westport  and  Kansas  City  with  a dispatch  stating  the 
facts  as  I received  them.  In  about  fifteen  minutes  afterward,  I received 
the  second  dispatch  from  Captain  Pike,  stating  that  Quantr  ill  had  passed 
into  Kansas  5 miles  south  of  Aubrey,  with  800  men.  The  second  mes- 
senger was  immediately  sent  to  Westport  and  Kansas  City  with  the 
above  news,  also  one  to  Olathe,  with  the  request  that  the  word  be  car- 
ried on  west. 
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At  9 o’clock  I started  with  all  my  available  force,  consisting  of  a de- 
tachment of  Company  M,  Fifth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  and  a part 
of  my  own  company,  in  all  about  80  men.  At  Aubrey  I was  joined  by 
Captain  Pike,  Company  K,  Ninth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  and  Com- 
pany D,  Eleventh  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry.  My  force  then  consisted 
of  about  180  men.  From  Aubrey  I sent  a dispatch'  to  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel [C.  S.]  Clark,  commanding  at  Coldwater,  that  at  11  o’clock  I would 
start  after  them.  I struck  their  trail  5 miles  south  of  Aubrey,  followed 
it  some  3 miles,  when  we  lost  it,  they  having  scattered  and  divided  their 
force  to  prevent  pursuit  in  the  night  (in  again  finding  it,  I lost  near  two 
hours).  , 

At  Gardner  I learned  that  they  had  passed  through  six  hours  before. 
From  Gardner  I sent  runners  south  and  west  to  notify  the  inhabitants 
that  Quantrill  had  gone  north  with  a large  force.  I soon  could  see  the 
smoke  from  the  burning  of  Lawrence,  and  pressed  on  as  fast  as  our  jaded 
horses  would  permit.  When  about  6 miles  south  of  Lawrence,  I was  re- 
lieved from  command  by  the  arrival  of  Major  [P.  B.]  Plumb,  Eleventh 
Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  with  about  30  men.  From  there  we  turned 
south  for  Baldwin  City,  and,  when  near  there,  saw  them  burning  Brook- 
lyn. We  halted  there  a short  time  to  hear  from  our  scouts  which  way 
they  were  moving,  who  reported  that  they  were  on  the  Fort  Scott  road, 
moving  south.  From  Baldwin  City  we  struck  southwest,  and  intercepted 
them  on  the  Fort  Scott  road,  and  engaged  their  rear  with  what  men  we 
could  get  up,  we  having  made  a charge  for  the  last  3 miles,  and  the  most 
of  our  horses  being  totally  given  out,  having  traveled  them  upward  of 
80  miles  without  feed,  water,  or  rest.  After  a few  rounds  their  rear 
gave  way  and  joined  their  main  command.  We  then  divided  our  com- 
mand and  attempted  to  cut  them  off  from  the  crossing  of  Ottawa  Creek, 
but  failed  on  account  of  the  jaded  condition  of  our  horses.  We  then 
got  together  about  40  soldiers  and  the  same  number  of  citizens  (all  the 
rest  of  the  horses  having  given  out),  and  again  attacked  them  in  the 
rear,  and  kept  up  a running  fight  for  the  next  18  miles,  and  till  we  drove 
them  into  the  Bull  Creek  timber  west  of  Paola.  Night  coming  on,  we 
abandoned  the  chase,  having  been  in  our  saddles  twenty-four  hours 
without  food  or  water  for  man  or  horse,  and  having  traveled  over  100 
miles.  The  enemy  here  took  around  Paola  on  the  north.  From  the 
best  information  received  during  the  day,  we  killed  and  wounded  about 
30  of  them.  We  rested  at  Paola  during  the  night,  and  in  the  morning 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Clark  took  command  and  resumed  the  chase. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  COLEMAN, 

Captain  Ninth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Brigadier- General  Ewing, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Border , Kansas  City , Mo. 


No.  7. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  Ballinger , First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  27, 1863. 
General:  In  compliance  with  your  order,  you  will  find  a brief 
statement  of  such  facts  as  I have  been  able  to  obtain  relative  to  the 
Quantrill  raid. 

On  the  night  of  the  20th  of  August,  Lieut.  Col.  B.  F.  Lazear  informed 
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Major  [A.  W.]  Mullins  that  a large  body  of  guerrillas  were  reported  to 
be  in  the  neighborhood  of  Chapel  Hill,  and  ordered  him  to  move  with- 
out delay  with  the  effective  portion  of  his  command  in  that  direction. 
Accordingly,  Major  Mullins  moved,  with  126  men;  formed  a junction 
in  the  vicinity  of  Lone  Jack,  or  Chapel  Hill,  with  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lazear;  ascertained  that  the  guerrillas  had  gone  toward  Kansas.  The 
whole  force,  about  300  strong,  met  Quantrill  and  his  band  of  murderers 
and  thieves  5 miles  west  of  Pleasant  Hill  about  2 o’clock  Saturday, 
when,  after  a short  parley,  which  was  thought  necessary  in  order  to 
ascertain  who  they  were.  As  soon  as  this  was  done  our  gallant  lieu- 
tenant-colonel ordered  the  boys  of  the  First  Cavalry,  and  a portion  of 
the  Fifth  Provisional  Regiment,  under  Colonel  Neill,  to  open  fire  on 
them,  which  was  done  with  a will.  The  bushwhackers  fled  in  great 
confusion,  hotly  pursued  by  our  soldiers.  I am  credibly  informed  that 
there  were  5 of  the  enemy  killed  in  this  engagement,  and  10  wounded. 
Several  horses  were  killed,  some  captured,  and  plunder,  from  a horse 
to  a finger  ring,  all  of  which  was  turned  over,  by  order  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Lazear,  to  the  quartermaster  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry. 

After  this  the  lieutenant-colonel  divided  his  forces  and  began  to  scour 
the  brush  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pleasant  Hill.  A detachment  of  his 
force,  G and  K,  under  command  of  Capt.  [H.  F.]  Peery,  had  an  engage- 
ment with  some  stragglers  and  succeeded  in  killing  5.  Next  day  2 
prisoners  were  captured,  from  whom  some  valuable  information  was 
obtained.  This  band  of  bushwhackers,  whom  it  is  supposed  was  com- 
manded by  Quantrill,  passed  through  or  near  Lone  Jack  on  the  night 
of  the  19th  of  August,  came  within  1J  or  2 miles  of  Pleasant  Hill,  and 
then  turned  abruptly  north  for  a distance  of  5 miles,  then  west  toward 
the  headwaters  of  Grand  River. 

The  above  is  a rough  statement  of  such  facts  as  1 have  been  able  to 
obtain. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BALLINGER, 

Capt,  Comdg.  Detachment  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

General  Ewing. 

P.  S. — Some  papers  were  captured  that  had  been  intrusted  to  care  of 
Captain  Quantrill,  &c. 


No.  8. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Cyrus  Leland , jr .,  Tenth  Kansas  Infantry. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  31,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  myself,  and 
what  I know  of  the  late  Quantrill  raid. 

I joined  Major  [P.  B.]  Plumb,  at  Olathe,  Kans.,  about  sunrise  on  the 
morning  of  the  21st  instant.  He  had  about  50  men.  We  started  out  on 
the  road  to  Gardner,  but  soon  learned  that  Quantrill  had  passed  through 
Gardner  the  evening  previous,  in  the  direction  of  Lawrence.  We  then 
struck  across  the  country  direct  for  Lawrence.  When  nearly  3 miles 
north  of  Gardner,  we  found  Quantrill’s  trail,  and  learned  that  Captain 
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[0.  F.J  Coleman,  of  the  Ninth  Kansas,  was  but  4 or  5 miles  ahead  of  us. 
Major  Plumb  knew  before  this  that  Captain  Coleman  was  ahead  of  us, 
and  that  he  was  on  the  trail.  We  overtook  Captain  Coleman  about  4 
miles  southeast  of  Franklin  about  9 a.  m.  Long  before  this  we  could 
see  the  smoke  over  the  city  of  Lawrence.  Here  we  moved  in  a south- 
westerly direction.  We  had  gone  but  a short  distance  when  we  could 
see  the  smoke  and  dust  on  the  Lawrence  and  Fort  Scott  road.  Then  we 
knew  about  where  the  enemy  were.  As  we  moved  along  we  could  see 
the  dust  and  fresh  smoke,  and  could  see  by  this  which  way  they  were 
moving.  Along  here  I asked  Major  Plumb  to  give  me  charge  of  the 
militia  (the  citizens  that  had  and  would  join  us).  He  did  so.  Near 
Brooklyn  we  made  a halt  of  a few  minutes  ; I suppose  it  was  to  find  out 
where  the  enemy  were.  While  here,  a good  many  of  the  citizens  joined 
us,  and  I formed  them  into  companies.  1 assigned  about  50  to  a com- 
pany; had  enough  to  form  three  companies.  Near  here  we  had  a skir- 
mish with  the  enemy ; this  was  about  11  a.  m. ; the  cavalry  doing  about 
all  of  it.  Just  before  this  skirmish,  General  Lane  joined  us  with  about 
30  men.  After  this  skirmish,  Major  Plumb  ordered  me  to  take  the  ad- 
vance with  all  the  militia  that  I could  get.  At  the  first  skirmish  all  the 
militia,  with  the  exception  of  one  company,  broke  ranks,  some  to  go 
farther  in  the  advance,  while  others  would  keep  away  in  the  rear.  I took 
the  advance  with  the  militia ; had  from  50  to  200  men,  but  they  were 
strung  out  in  squads  away  back  to  our  cavalry.  There  were  from  20  to 
50  of  the  militia  that  would  fight  very  well.  Whenever  we  would  press 
up  pretty  close  and  commence  firing  on  the  enemy,  they  would  halt  and 
form  line  of  battle,  and  fight  us  until  our  cavalry  would  come  in  sight, 
or  come  pretty  near  their  range,  when  they  would  commence  their  re- 
treat again.  Our  cavalry  horses  were  very  much  worn  out,  and  could 
not  catch  up  with  the  advance  militia.  During  the  day  after  the  first 
skirmish,  our  cavalry,  with  the  exception  of  one  company  of  the  Ninth 
Kansas,  was  from  1 to  3 miles  in  our  rear.  This  company  of  the  Ninth 
succeeded  near  sundown  in  getting  near  enough  to  give  the  enemy  a 
few  shots.  Along  in  the  afternoon,  Major  Plumb  came  up  in  the  ad- 
vance. He  told  me  that  the  cavalry  horses  were  completely  tired  out. 
The  rest  of  the  day  Major  Plumb  was  in  the  advance  with  the  militia,  or 
with  this  company  of  the  Ninth  Kansas,  which  was  then  from  a quarter 
to  a half  of  a mile  in  rear  of  the  advance  militia.  Just  about  dark  I 
was  in  advance  with  about  40  of  the  militia.  We  had  just  driven  the 
rear  guard  of  the  enemy  over  the  brow  of  a hill  when  we  heard  yelling 
just  over  this  hill.  Soon  we  saw  the  enemy  come  up  on  the  hill.  They 
were  in  line,  I think,  about  200  strong.  They  came  charging  down  upon 
us.  We  fell  back  to  this  company  of  cavalry.  They  formed  in  line  as 
they  saw  us  coming  back.  We  formed  on  their  right.  The  enemy  came 
up  near  enough  to  fire  a few  shots,  when  they  commenced  to  retreat 
again.  This  was  within  2 or  3 miles  of  Paola,  right  west  of  it.  It  was 
soon  so  dark  that  we  lost  them.  We  went  into  Paola.  Beached  Paola 
about  8 o’clock.  Found  Colonel  [C.  S.]  Clark  there.  He  soon  sent  out 
scouts  to  find  Quan trill’s  trail.  Some  time  during  the  night  they  found 
the  trail.  Colonel  Clark  said  that  he  would  start  out  at  3 o’clock  in  the 
morning  with  all  the  force  that  he  could  get.  I staid  with  Major  Plumb 
Friday  night  at  Paola.  Saturday  morning  we  started  on  the  trail  with 
a few  citizens.  Near  the  line  we  fell  in  with  Majors  [ W.  C.]  Bausom  and 
[L.  K.]  Thacher  ; they  had  three  companies  of  cavalry.  At  Williams’ 
place,  some  12  miles  in  Missouri,  we  found  Colonel  Clark.  We  stopped 
and  fed  here.  Before  we  left  Williams’,  Major  Phillips  came  in  with  a 
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command.  Here  the  command  separated.  Majors  Plumb,  ltansom, 
and  Thacher,  with  their  companies,  started  out  in  a northeast  direction  $ 
I kept  with  them.  They  scouted  the  country  as  they  moved. 

Sunday  we  scouted  country  in  toward  Lone  Jack.  Twice  we  fell  in 
with  some  Missouri  troops.  They  were  scouting  the  country  in  every 
direction.  Sunday  night  we  reached  Lone  Jack,  and  sent  out  detach- 
ments to  guard  all  the  crossings.  We  could  see  by  the  enemy's  trail 
that  they  had  disbanded,  nearly  all  of  them  leaving  the  direct  trail. 
Monday  we  scouted  the  Sni  Bottom.  Tuesday  morning  I left  Majors 
Plumb  and  Thacher  near  Blue  Springs,  and  came  into  Independence 
with  Major  Bansom,  with  one  company  of  cavalry.  I came  into  Kansas 
City  in  the  afternoon  with  6 or  8 scouts. 

Through  the  whole  of  the  expedition  I do  not  know  of  any  of  our  com- 
mand being  killed  or  wounded.  In  the  chase  from  Brooklyn  to  Paola 
we  killed  4 of  QuantrilPs  gang.  They  were  left  where  they  were  killed. 
During  the  chase  in  Missouri  we  killed  several  men,  but  I do  not  know 
just  what  number. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CYBUS  LELAKD,  Jr., 

First  Lieutenant  Tenth  Kansas  Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Border. 


Ko.  9. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Walter  King,  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

White  Oak  Camp,  August  23, 1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  to  this  camp  at  10 
o’clock  last  night. 

Upon  approaching  Paola  at  daybreak  yesterday  I found  that  our 
forces,  under  Colonel  Clark,  Captain  Coleman,  and  others,  had  arrived 
and  had  not  overtaken  or  intercepted  Quan trill.  Upon  searching  for 
the  trail  after  day,  it  appears  that  Quantrill  crossed  Bull  Creek,  about 
4 miles  north  of  Paola ; but,  instead  of  passing  out  of  Kansas  by  that 
route,  he  turned  north  and  passed  out  of  Kansas  at  nearly  the  same 
point  at  which  he  entered,  going  east.  Thinking  he  designed  returning 
to  the  Blue  Hills  to  scatter  out,  I marched  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the 
position  that  would  enable  me  to  cut  him  off  from  either  of  the  Blues 
and  keep  him  in  the  open  country,  and  held  that  position  at  sunset  yes- 
terday. But  I learned  that  Quantrill  continued  his  course  due  east, 
as  if  for  the  waters  of  Grand  Biver.  Troops  are  in  other  directions  to 
intercept,  and  others  were  on  the  trail;  I know  not  with  what  success. 

When  departing  on  the  scout,  I ordered  my  baggage  and  train  to  a 
camp  2 miles  from  Independence  for  safety.  I order  the  same  to  return 
to  this  camp  to-day. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALTEB  KIKG, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing. 
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AUGUST  23, 1863.— Scout  on  Bennett’s  Bayou,  Mo.,  and  skirmishes. 

Report  of  Maj.  Charles  Sheppard,  Assistant  Adjutant-  General , Enrolled 

Missouri  Militia. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Mil.  Dist.,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia, 

Springfield , Jlio.,  August  28,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  Colonel  Sheppard,  with  a 
portion  of  the  Sixth  Provisional  Eegiment,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia, 
made  a scout  from  the  head  of  Bennett’s  Bayou  to  its  mouth,  sending 
a detachment,  under  Lieutenant  Faught,  Company  H,  Sixth  Eegiment, 
to  meet  him  at  the  mouth  of  the  bayou.  In  going  down  he  captured  8 
rebels,  killed  5,  wounded  2,  and  took  a lot  of  horses.  Lieutenant  [I. 
W.]  Faught’s  scout  killed  a rebel  lieutenant  named  Biffles  about  sunset 
of  the  23d  instant.  The  pickets  captured  Capt.  Henderson  Green,  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  of  1860-’61  from  Christian  County.  Becom- 
ing satisfied  that  the  rebel  force  which  had  been  on  the  bayou  had 
moved  south,  Colonel  Sheppard  moved  toward  Big  North  Fork.  On  the 
way  came  upon  Captain  Yanzoot’s  band.  The  advance  attacked  them, 
killing  2,  and  capturing  their  outfit.  We  had  2 men  wounded  and  2 
horses  shot. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  SHEPPAED, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Capt.  C.  G.  Laurant, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


AUGUST  23,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Edgar  A.  Barker , Second  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Springfield,  Mo.,  September  14,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  following  report 
for  your  examination : 

I started  from  this  post  to  join  my  company  and  regiment  on  the  14th 
day  of  August  last,  accompanied  by  a detachment  of  20  men  from  the 
Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  under  my  command,  having  just  returned  to 
the  post,  having  been  an  escort  to  a forage  train,  and  during  my  ab- 
sence the  regiment  marched  south. 

I arrived  at  Cassville,  Mo.,  on  the  16th  day  of  August;  remained  there 
until  the  19th;  then  started  for  Bentonville,  Ark.,  being  joined  by  de- 
tachments from  the  First  Arkansas  Infantry  and  Second  Arkansas 
Cavalry,  expecting  to  find  my  regiment,  or  some  portion  of  it,  there. 
Upon  arriving  there,  I did  not  find  any  troops.  I then  started  for  Fay- 
etteville, supposing  that  Colonel  [W.  F.]  Cloud  was  there  with  his  com- 
mand, having  received  information  to  that  effect  from,  as  I thought,  re- 
liable sources.  I arrived  at  Fayetteville  on  the  22d  instant,  but  did  not 
find  any  troops  there.  I was  told  by  parties  living  in  Fayetteville  and 
vicinity  that  Colonel  Cloud  was  at  Cane  Hill,  and  was  expected  to  arrive 
there  (Fayetteville)  daily,  which  caused  me  to  have  no  apprehensions 
of  any  attack  from  the  enemy,  although  I at  the  same  time  used  all 
necessary  precautions,  having  pickets  properly  posted  to  prevent  sur- 
prise. 
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On  Sunday  morning,  the  23d,  we  were  re-enforced  by  about  150 
Mountain  Federals,  under  the  command  of  [Capt.  J.  B.]  Vanderpool 
and  others.  They  had  been  in  town  but  about  live  minutes,  when  we 
were  attacked  by  about  150  rebels,  commanded  by  Captain  Brown. 
On  their  approach  the  Mountain  Federals  fled  in  utter  confusion.  In 
the  mean  time,  I made  efforts  to  get  my  men  together $ ran  into  the 
stable  to  get  my  horse,  and  while  there  was  captured  by  the  rebels. 
They  remained  in  town  but  a short  time,  and  left  at  their  leisure.  Five 
men— Corpl.  George  Heidel,  and  Privates  [P.]  Cleary,  [J.  N.]  Skelton, 
and  [E.]  Benson,  of  Company  C,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  and  Private 
[J.]  Slighter,  of  Company  E,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry — were  captured 
during  the  skirmish,  which  lasted  about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 
Owing  to  having  been  captured  at  the  commencement  of  the  fight,  I 
am  unable  to  give  any  further  particulars.  Myself  and  the  other  jjris- 
oners  were  taken  to  Fort  Smith,  where  we  gave  our  paroles  on  the  28th 
day  of  August.  We  were  then  escorted  to  Cassville,  Mo.,  under  a flag 
of  truce,  arriving  there  on  the  8th  instant,  and  reported  to  Captain 
Gilstrap,  commanding.  I revived  no  orders  from  him,  but  was  told  by 
the  post  adjutant  that  an  order  had  been  received  from  district  head- 
quarters to  the  effect  that  I should  take  charge  of  the  paroled  prisoners 
and  take  them  to  Springfield.  I asked  to  see  the  order,  but  it  could  not 
be  found.  I was  afterward  told  that  the  prisoners  would  not  be  sent, 
and  an  order  shown  me,  stating  that  all  enlisted  men  taken  by  the  rebels 
in  the  vicinity  of  Fayetteville  on  late  scout  should  be  returned  to  their 
commands,  as  paroles  would  not  be  recognized.  I iminediately  started 
for  Springfield,  and  reached  there  on  Sunday  the  13th  instant,  and  re- 
ported to  district  headquarters  on  this  date. 

1 have  the  honor  to  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

ED.  A.  BAEKEE, 

First  Lieutenant  Company  (7,  Second  Kansas  Volunteers. 

General  McNeil. 

[Indorsement.] 


Hdqrs.  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield , September  16,  1863. 

Bespectf Lilly  referred  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield,  commanding  De- 
partment of  the  Missouri. 


JOHN  McNEIL, 
Brigadier - General , Comm  anding. 


AUGUST  25,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Waynesville,  Mo. 

Report  of  Maj.  Waldemar  Fischer , Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Waynesville,  Mo.,  August  25,  1863. 
An  escort  of  14  men,  coming  back  from  Lebanon,  was  attacked  4 
miles  from  here  by  25  rebels.  They  killed  1 of  our  men  and  wounded 
1 ; both  are  here.  I have  sent  35  men,  under  Captain  [G.]  Muller,  in 
the  direction  of  the  California  House,  and  14  men  in  another  direction. 
Mr.  McCain  brought  in  the  wounded  man  and  the  killed. 

W.  FISCHEE, 

Major , Commanding. 


Brigadier- General  Davies. 
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AUGUST  25,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Independence,  Mo. 

Report  of  Lieut.  John  G.  Lindsay , Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Independence,  Mo.,  August  2G,  18G3. 

General:  I had  a fight  yesterday  at  sunrise;  killed  1,  wounded  2; 
had  1 of  my  men  wounded.  Am  now  about  to  start  for  Eockville.  I 
know  all  the  roads  on  the  Sni  and  Sibley  bottom.  For  God’s  sake  let 
me  stay  and  scout  there.  I can  do  good  work  there.  Major  [W.  0.] 
Eansom  will  tell  you  same. 

J.  G.  LINDSAY, 

Lieutenant. 

General  Ewing. 


AUGUST  25-28,  1863. — Scout  from  Sedalia,  and  skirmish  (26th)  at  Clear 

Fork,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col.  John  F.  Philips , Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Sub-Dist.,  Central  Dist.  of  Missouri, 

Sedalia , August  28,  18G3. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  scout  sent  to  Johnson 
County  on  the  25th  instant,  under  command  of  Captain  [E.  L.J  Fergu- 
son, Company  B,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  returned  last 
night,  having  traveled  120  miles. 

Captain  Ferguson  reports  that,  on  the  evening  of  the  26th,  he  came 
upon  a body  of  30  rebels  at  the  head  of  Clear  Fork,  in  Johnson  County, 
and  attacked  them  immediately,  killing  3 and  wounding  several  severely. 
The  rebels  fled  precipitately,  and  were  pursued  by  Lieut.  G.  W.  McGuire, 
of  same  company,  with  a small  detachment,  some  5 or  G miles.  The 
conduct  of  this  officer  deserves  the  highest  commendation.  He  pressed 
closely  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  having  22  shots,  fired  them  all, 
killing  3 of  the  enemy  and  wounding  2 or  3,  including  the  leader  of  the 
band.  He  was  often  far  ahead  of  his  soldiers,  and,  though  receiving 
two  shots  from  pistols  and  one  from  a shot-gun  in  his  coat,  he  pressed 
on,  and  fired  so  rapidly  and  accurately  as  to  stampede  the  enemy  every 
time  he  halted  for  fight. 

We  captured  7 or  8 horses,  6 or  7 guns,  some  blankets,  &c.,  without 
any  loss  to  our  side. 

The  scout  sent  to  La  Fayette  has  also  returned,  being  unable  to  dis- 
cover any  trace  of  the  enemy.  After  the  31st  (day  of  muster)  I will 
again  move  on  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 

Colonel  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry . 

General  E.  B.  Brown, 

Comdg.  Central  District  of  Missouri ',  Jefferson  City , Mo. 
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AUGUST  26,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Perryville,  Ind.  T. 

REPORTS.* 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt,  U.  S.  Army,  including  operations  from  August  22. 
No.  2. — Col.  William  F.  Cloud,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry. 

No.  3. — Brig.  Gen.  William  Steele,  C.  S.  Army. 

NO.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt,  TJ.  8.  Army,  including  operations  from 

August  22. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Perryville,  Choctaw  Nation,  August  27, 18G3. 

General  : On  the  evening  of  the  22d  instant,  I crossed  the  Arkan- 
sas Biver  with  a force  of  near  4,500,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Steele, 
who  had  concentrated  all  the  forces  of  Cabell,  Cooper,  and  Stand  Watie, 
numbering  about  9,000,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Canadian,  60  miles  from 
Fort  Blunt.  After  a march  of  60  miles  in  forty-eight  hours,  I came  to 
the  point  where  they  had  been  encamped,  and  learned  that  they  had 
divided  their  forces  and  commenced  to  retreat  twenty -four  hours  before 
my  arrival,  Cabell,  with  3,000  men,  going  to  Fort  Smith,  McIntosh, 
with  the  Creeks,  going  west,  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Canadian,  and 
Steele,  Cooper,  and  Stand  Watie  to  Eed  Eiver. 

At  3 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  I learned  from  my  scouts 
that  the  latter  force,  of  about  5,000,  was  encamped  20  miles  south,  on 
the  Texas  road,  and  immediately  moved  in  pursuit,  with  all  the  cavalry 
and  light  artillery  in  advance.  About  10  o’clock  the  advance  guard 
met  (in  the  timber)  a company  of  Choctaws,  who  had  been  sent  out  to 
watch  our  movements.  Four  of  their  men  were  killed  and  their  captain 
taken  prisoner.  From  him  I learned  that  he  belonged  to  a new  regi- 
ment of  Choctaws,  who  had  arrived  from  Eed  Eiver  the  day  previous 
(800  strong).  During  the  after  part  of  the  day  the  advance  several 
times  came  upon  the  enemy’s  rear  guard.  About  8 p.  m.  the  advance 
guard  came  upon  the  town  of  Perryville,  which  is  closely  surrounded 
with  timber,  when  they  were  fired  upon  from  two  howitzers  charged 
with  canister,  and  4 of  them  wounded. 

I now  dismounted  the  Sixth  Kansas  and  deployed  them  to  the  right 
and  left  of  the  road,  and  advanced  through  the  timber  to  within  300  yards 
of  the  barricades  erected  by  the  enemy,  when  a dozen  shells  from  our 
howitzers  made  them  leave  in  haste.  The  main  portion  of  the  enemy, 
with  their  transportation,  were  several  miles  in  advance,  with  their 
stock  in  good  order  and  comparatively  fresh,  while  we  had  made  a 
march  of  40  miles  with  stock  in  bad  condition  and  completely  exhausted. 
I therefore  considered  farther  pursuit  through  a rough  and  timbered 
country  in  the  night  entirely  futile. 

On  entering  the  town  I learned  the  force  there  was  a strong  rear 
guard,  with  two  howitzers,  who  were  endeavoring  to  remove  and  destroy 
their  commissary  stores,  which  they  had  not  time  to  accomplish.  This 
was  a regular  military  post  and  an  important  depot,  being  the  only 
point  between  Boggy  Depot  and  North  Fork  Town.  As  nearly  every 
building  contained  Government  stores,  I directed  the  burning  of  the 
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wliole  place.  Quite  a large  amount  of  clothing  was  captured  and  de 
stroyed  at  their  depot  at  North  Fork  Town,  on  the  Canadian. 

I shall  send  a part  of  my  force  up  the  Canadian  in  pursuit  of  Mc- 
Intosh, and  with  the  remainder  proceed  to  Fort  Smith  in  pursuit  of 
Cabell. 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 

Major-General. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Col.  William  F.  Cloud , Second  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 

Gaines ’ Creek , Choctaw  Ration , August  27,  18G3. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  attacked  and  drove  the 
rear  of  the  enemy  at  Perry  ville,  Choctaw  Nation,  last  night  by  moonlight, 
having  followed  them  all  day,  about  40  miles.  We  left  the  pursuit  this 
morning,  52  miles  from  Boggy  Depot  and  82  miles  from  Bed  Biver. 
During  the  day  we  killed  4,  and  captured  12  to  20.  In  the  night  we 
had  4 wounded,  slightly. 

The  enemy  go  to  Texas,  and  we  are  now  en  route  to  Fort  Smith. 
Cabell  is  at  that  post  with  an  uncertain  command.  Steele  and  Cooper 
go  south  to  Bed  Biver.  1 will  report  at  the  next  favorable  opportunity. 
|"E.  C.]  Catherwood  and  [E.  B.]  Eno  are  with  me  and  go  to  Fort  Smith, 
from  which  place  they  will  probably  return  to  Southwest  Missouri. 

Bespectfuliy, 

W.  F.  CLOUD, 

Colonel . Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  McNeil, 

Commanding  Southwestern  District  of  Missouri. 


Headquarters, 

Fort  Smith , September  8,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  obedience  to  in- 
structions from  General  McNeil,  and  the  request  of  General  Blunt,  I 
joined  the  force  of  the  Southwestern  District  of  Missouri,  under  my 
command,  to  those  of  General  Blunt,  and  reported  to  him,  co-operating 
in  the  march  against  Cooper  and  the  taking  of  Perryville,  Choctaw 
Nation. 

After  dispersing  Cooper’s  forces,  we  turned  upon  Cabell.  General 
Blunt  took  with  him  only  my  brigade,  disposing  of  his  own  troops  at 
Fort  Gibson  and  Webber’s  Falls.  Cabell  retreated  in  haste,  and  the 
general  gave  me  about  600  cavalry  and  two  sections  of  Babb’s  battery 
to  pursue  and  operate  against  the  enemy,  while  he  came  into  this  place, 
from  which  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  in  the  retreat.  I overtook  the 
enemy  at  Devil’s  Back  Bone,  a ridge  of  the  Poteau  Mountains,  16  miles 
southeast  of  Fort  Smith,  and  attacked  him.  After  three  hours  of  skir- 
mishing and  use  of  artillery,  the  enemy  quickly  made  his  way  down  the 
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southern  slope  of  the  mountains,  leaving  his  dead  and  wounded,  in  num- 
ber 15  to  20,  in  our  hands ; also  several  wagon  loads  of  baggage,  arms, 
&c.  I pursued  across  the  mountain  ; but  as  the  enemy’s  trains  were 
many  miles  to  the  rear,  and  my  horses  and  men  were  completely  tired 
down,  having  marched  450  miles  of  rapid  marches  within  sixteen  days, 
I was  obliged  to  halt  and  feed  and  care  for  my  own  dead,  2 in  number, 
and  wounded,  12.  1 lost  2 and  took  30  prisoners. 

Upon  arriving  at  this  post,  General  Blunt,  who  was  and  still  is  quite 
sick,  ordered  me  to  assume  command,  and  work  up  the  case  of  the 
country. 

My  office  .has  been  constantly  thronged  by  Mountain  “Feds,”  desert- 
ers from  the  rebel  army,  who  deliver  themselves  up,  and  citizens  from 
the  country,  to  the  distance  of  80  miles,  who  come  in  with  joyful  coun- 
tenances and  cheering  words,  to  assume  the  relation  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  Cabell  has  retreated  to  Bed  Biver,  leaving  behind  a 
few  guerrilla  parties,  and  losing  fully  one-third  of  his  army  by  de- 
sertion. This  I know  to  be  true.  I believe  that  several  regiments  of 
soldiers  can  be  raised  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  especially  if  they 
are  to  be  retained  as  a species  of  militia,  as  the  Missouri  State  Militia. 

I start  in  the  morning  to  Dardanelle,  to  cut  off  a force  there,  and  to 
operate  with  the  Union  men  in  organizing  for  home  defense.  If  arms, 
&c.,  could  be  furnished  to  these  men,  they  could  hold  this  part  of  the 
State  themselves. 

My  duty  here,  in  view  of  these  facts,  has  proved  most  pleasant,  and 
permit  me  respectfully  to  present  the  importance  of  creating  a District 
of  Southwestern  Arkansas. 

There  are  here  my  regiment  (Second  Kansas),  the  First  Arkansas 
Infantry,  a part  of  the  Second  Colorado,  and  two  sections  of  Babb’s 
battery.  These,  with  the  armed  mountaineers,  are  enough  to  hold  to 
Bed  Biver. 

I would  also  inform  you  that  the  Choctaws,  having  been  abandoned 
by  Cooper,  are  much  disgusted,  and  are  disposed  to  lay  down  their 
arms.  I have  had  friendly  members  of  the  Nation  at  work,  and  have 
strong  hopes  that  they  will  cease  to  tight,  and  return  to  treaty  relations. 

I trust  that  you  will  pardon  this  liberty,  especially  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  CLOUD, 

Colonel  Second  Kansas  Volunteers , Commanding  Fort  Smith. 

Major-General  Schofield. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Steele , C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Indian  Territory, 

Camp  on  Little  Boggy , C.  A.,  August  28,  1863. 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I arrived  at  this  place  yes- 
terday, having  been  obliged  to  fall  back  before  superior  numbers.  We 
were  closely  pursued  until  we  left  Perryville,  since  which  time  we  have 
not  been  molested.  On  the  26th,  shots  were  exchanged  frequently  be- 
tween their  advance  and  my  rear,  and  in  the  evening  it  was  necessary 
to  use  my  whole  force  to  hold  them  in  check  until  my  train  could  get 
away.  The  advance  of  General  Bankhead’s  command  is  now  within  a 
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few  miles,  in  consequence  of  orders  sent  direct  to  the  regimental  com- 
manders. I retired  on  this  road  to  meet  the  troops  that  I expected,  and 
to  enable  me  to  concentrate.  The  Creeks,  who  were  encamped  above 
North  Fork  Town,  were  ordered  to  join  at  Perryville,  which  they  had 
ample  time  to  do,  but  failed  to  do  so.  I have  not  heard  from  them.  A 
Choctaw  regiment  joined,  but  about  half  of  its  numbers  were  unarmed. 
Col.  Stand  Watie,  who  was  on  a scout  to  Webber’s  Falls,  where  the 
enemy  were  reported  crossing,  has  not  joined.  Many  of  the  Cherokee3 
have  left  to  look  after  their  families.  Of  the  two  regiments,  there  are 
probably  not  more  than  100  in  camp.  General  Cabell’s  brigade  had 
been  ordered  to  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Smith  to  resist  a threatened  move- 
ment from  Cassville,  and  in  the  hope  that  the  movement  in  that  direc- 
tion would  arrest  the  desertions  in  the  Arkansas  troops.  My  commu- 
nications by  way  of  Fort  Smith  have  been  rendered  very  uncertain  by 
recent  movements. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. 

Maj.  Thomas  L.  Snead, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Little  Rock. 


AUGUST  29,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Texas  Prairie,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Lyman  L>.  Rouell , Second  Colorado  Infantry. 

Headquarters, 

Rickman1  s Mill , Mo.,  August  30,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I left  this  station  yester- 
day morning,  with  verbal  orders  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes  to  go  to 
Texas  Prairie  on  a scout.  After  marching  15  miles,  I met  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  [C.  S.]  Clark,  of  the  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry,  who  ordered  me  to 
join  Captain  [C.  F.]  Coleman’s  command  and  scout  the  Blue  timber.  I 
accordingly  turned  my  command,  consisting  of  75  men  of  Company  F, 
Second  Eegiment  Colorado  Volunteers,  and  reported  to  Captain  Cole- 
man. He  ordered  me  to  cross  the  Blue  and  scout  the  north  side  of  it  to 
this  station.  I started  to  do  so,  but  soon  after  discovered  a trail  of  a 
single  horseman  on  a by-path,  and  followed  it  for  about  8 miles,  when 
I came  upon  a gang  of  8 liush whackers  at  a house  in  the  timber.  They 
immediately  broke  for  the  brush,  and  I went  after  them.  We  crowded 
them  so  close  that  they  had  not  time  to  mount  their  horses,  which  were 
already  saddled  and  bridled  about  300  yards  from  the  house.  We  cap- 
tured them,  and  I immediately  ordered  Lieutenant  [W.]  Wise,  with  the 
first  and  second  platoons,  to  deploy  and  follow  them  through  the  brush. 
I also  ordered  Lieutenant  [J.]  Parsons,  with  the  third  platoon,  to  pro- 
ceed up  the  road  to  the  prairie  and  cut  off  their  retreat.  Lieutenant 
Wise  performed  his  duty,  and  Lieutenant  Parsons  proceeded  with  his 
detachment,  as  ordered,  and  came  upon  a picket  of  4 of  them  mounted. 
He  at  once  attacked  them,  and  killed  2 of  them  and  1 horse,  capturing 
another  horse ; the  other  2 escaped.  The  result  of  our  scout  is  2 bush- 
whackers killed,  1 horse  killed,  and  9 horses  captured.  No  casualties 
on  our  side.  We  took  them  so  completely  by  surprise  that  they  did  not 
fire  a shot.  I ascertained  that  the  house  where  I found  them  was  a reg- 
ular boarding  place  for  them,  and  I thought  it  ought  to  be  destroyed. 
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I accordingly  ordered  it  burned,  together  with  a crib  of  corn,  containing 
about  100  bushels,  which  they  had  been  feeding  from. 

I cannot  say  too  much  of  the  zeal  and  efficiency  of  Lieutenants  [W.] 
Wise  and  [J.]  Parsons ; they  were  ready  and  prompt  in  the  execution 
of  all  orders.  I must  also  say  a word  for  my  men.  This  was  the  first 
time  I had  ever  seen  them  under  fire,  but  they  went  to  their  work  like 
old  hands,  and  obeyed  every  order  as  readily  as  though  on  parade. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  D.  ROUELL, 

Captain  Company  F,  Second  Regt.  Colorado  Vols .,  Comdg.  Station. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Border. 


SEPTEMBER,  1, 1863.— Action  at  Devil’s  Backbone,  or  Backbone  Mountain, 

Ark. 

REPORTS.* 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Col.  William  F.  Cloud,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  including  skirmish  (September 
12)  at  Dardanelle,  Ark. 

No.  3. — Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell,  C.  S.  Army,  including  operations  July  17-September 
14  (skirmishes  between  the  San  Bois  and  Scully ville  and  at  Jenny  Lind,  &c.) 


No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt , TJ.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Fort  Smith , September  3, 1S63. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  my  plans, 
announced  to  you  in  my  dispatch  dated  at  Perry  ville,  Choctaw  Nation, 
the  27th  ultimo,!  I returned  from  the  pursuit  of  Steele  and  Cooper,  and 
marched  with  Colonel  Cloud’s  brigade  in  the  direction  of  this  place. 

On  the  31st  ultimo,  I encamped  3 miles  west  of  the  ford  of  the  Po- 
teau,  12  miles  from  its  mouth.  I there  learned  that  Cabell  was  strongly 
posted  near  the  ford,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  creek,  and  had  obstructed 
with  fallen  trees  all  the  other  roads  leading  this  way.  His  force  con- 
sisted of  six  regiments  of  infantry  and  cavalry  and  four  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, in  all  numbering  about  2,500  effective  men. 

At  daylight  the  following  morning,  I advanced  to  attack  his  position, 
but  found  that  he  had  retreated  during  the  night  a short  distance  to- 
ward Fort  Smith,  and  that  from  that  point  his  force  had  divided,  pro- 
ceeding by  various  routes  southward.  I then  detached  Colonel  Cloud, 
with  the  Second  Kansas  and  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry  and  two  sections 
of  Rabb’s  battery,  in  pursuit  of  the  fleeing  enemy.  He  followed  them 
closely  1G  miles,  when  he  engaged  their  rear,  killing  and  wounding 
from  20  to  30,  and  capturing  40  prisoners.  His  advance  guard,  Capt. 
Edward  Lines’  company,  of  the  Second  Kansas,  unfortunately  fell  into 
an  ambush  prepared  by  the  enemy,  and  suffered  a loss  of  8 wounded,  2 of 
them  mortally.  One  of  the  latter  was  Captain  Lines,  a brave  and  skill- 
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ful  officer,  whose  loss  is  sincerely  deplored.  After  detaching  Colonel 
Cloud,  I marched  with  my  staff  and  bodyguard  and  the  First  Arkansas 
Infantry  to  this  place,  and  possessed  the  fort  and  city  without  opposi- 
tion. 

Colonel  [W.  R.]  Judson  reports  that  he  has  returned  with  his  brigade 
from  their  march  toward  the  upper  waters  of  the  Canadian  River.  All 
the  members  of  the  two  Creek  rebel  regiments,  except  about  150  men, 
have  deserted  from  McIntosh,  and  are  secreted  near  their  homes  in  the 
Creek  Nation.  Numbers  are  coming  into  our  lines,  some  to  volunteer 
in  the  United  States  service,  others  pledging  their  allegiance  and  ask- 
ing protection. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 

Major-General. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  William  F.  Cloud , Second  Kansas  Cavalry , including  slrir- 
mish  (September  12)  at  Dardanelles  Arlc. 

Headquarters  in  the  Field, 

Camp  opposite  Little  Rode,  September  20, 18G3. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  after  receiving  your 
order  to  co-operate  with  General  Blunt,  and  his  request  for  assistance, 
I joined  him  on  the  21st  ultimo,  and  on  the  22d  crossed  the  Arkansas 
River.  We  immediately  started  in  pursuit  of  Generals  Steele  and 
Cooper,  and,  after  a march  of  100  miles,  came  up  to  their  rear  guard  on 
the  night  of  the  26th,  and,  after  a slight  skirmish,  drove  them  from  their 
position.  They  continued  their  retreat  during  the  night,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing, abandoning  the  pursuit,  our  army  turned  toward  the  forces  of  Gen- 
eral Cabell,  who  was  reported  at  the  crossing  of  the  Poteau  near  Fort 
Smith,  with  from  3,000  to  4,000  troops.  General  Blunt  disposed  of  his 
troops  by  sending  them  to  Fort  Blunt  and  Webber’s  Falls,  upon  the 
Arkansas  and  took  only  the  troops  of  your  district  and  his  personal 
escort. 

On  the  evening  of  the  31st,  we  camped  within  3 miles  of  the  enemy, 
and  at  dark  I took  a small  party  to  reconnoiter  the  enemy’s  position. 
We  approached  to  one-fourth  of  a mile  of  his  artillery,  driving  in  his 
outpost,  which  had  been  strongly  re-enforced,  and  took  a prisoner,  re- 
ceiving a volley  of  artillery,  as  well  as  musketry. 

In  the  morning,  moving  my  brigade  to  the  attack,  the  enemy  were 
found  to  have  retreated,  at  12  o’clock  in  the  night,  in  the  direction  of 
Fort  Smith  ; but,  upon  following  in  his  trail,  it  was  determined  that  he 
had  turned  in  the  direction  of  Arkadelphia,  entering  that  road  at  a town 
named  Jenny  Lind. 

At  my  request,  General  Blunt  consented  that  I should  take  the  efficient 
cavalry  and  the  two  sections  of  Rabb’s  Second  Indiana  Battery  and 
two  mountain  howitzers  and  push  the  retreating  enemy,  hoping  to  capture 
baggage,  &c.  At  12  o’clock  we  came  to  their  rear  guard  in  ambush, 
whose  deadly  fire  cut  down  Captain  Lines  and  10  or  12  of  his  command.* 

* The  casualties  were  Capt.  E.  C.  D.  Lines  and  1 man  killed,  and  9 men  wounded. 
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I found  a line  of  dismounted  cavalry  and  howitzers,  and  steadily  drove 
tlieir  rear  from  their  position,  and  up  the  mountain  side,  to  within  one- 
fourth  of  a mile  of  their  line  of  battle,  skillfully  formed  upon  the  sum- 
mit of  Backbone  Mountain,  of  the  Poteau  range.  I here  brought  my 
whole  force  into  action,  and  for  three  hours  the  battle  raged  with  vari- 
able violence.  During  a suspense  of  my  fire,  the  enemy  suddenly  with- 
drew, leaving  his  dead  and  wounded,  together  with  arms,  baggage,  &c., 
in  our  possession.  I immediately  occupied  the  field,  and  extended  my 
pickets  beyond,  taking  prisoners  and  receiving  deserters,  who  came 
flocking  in. 

Our  entire  loss  was  14.  The  enemy’s,  in  killed  and  wounded,  was  from 
15  to  20. 

In  the  morning  I returned  to  Port  Smith  and  assumed  command, 
where  I remained  until  the  9th,  receiving  several  hundred  deserters, to 
whom  I extended  the  lenient  policy  directed  in  General  Schofield’s  letter 
upon  that  subject.  I also  learned  of  the  capture  of  Captain  Gardner, 
and  the  destruction  of  your  dispatches  to  myself.  A movement  of  the 
command  of  Colonel  [E.  C,]  Catherwood  was  ordered,  with  a view  to 
serve  their  interests  and  to  punish  guerrillas. 

On  the  9th,  I took  200  of  the  Second  Kansas,  Captain  [J.  M.]  Ment- 
zer  commanding,  and  one  section  of  artillery,  Lieutenant  Haines  com- 
manding, and  started  toward  Little  Bock,  via  Dardanelle,  at  which  place 
I attacked  a brigade  of  the  enemy,  under  Colonel  Stirman,  about  1,000 
strong,  with  four  pieces  of  artillery.  After  from  two  to  three  hours 
fighting,  the  enemy  retreated  in  confusion  down  the  river  and  across 
the  same.  Many  were  killed  or  drowned  in  the  passage,  probably  10 
to  15,  and  I took  a captain  and  about  20  privates  prisoners.  Also  cap- 
tured 200  head  of  Confederate  cattle,  several  hundred  bushels  of  wheat, 
much  flour,  and  other  commissary  stores,  upon  which  I subsisted  my 
command,  having  no  rations  with  me,  and  obliged  to  depend  upon  the 
country. 

One  gratifying  feature  of  much  interest  and  importance  to  the  cause 
presented  itself  in  our  march,  i.  e.,  we  were  joined  by  six  companies  of 
Union  men,  about  300  all  told,  with  the  Stars  and  Stripes  flying,  and 
cheers  for  the  Union.  These  men  assembled  at  one  day’s  notice  and 
accompanied  me  in  the  attack  upon  the  town,  and  justly  share  the  vic- 
tory. I remained  at  that  place  three  days,  and  received  assurances 
that  hundreds  of  men,  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  stand  ready  to  take 
arms  for  the  Union. 

Hearing  of  the  occupation  of  Little  Bock  by  General  Steele,  I took 
an  escort  of  100  of  the  Second  and  started  to  explore  the  river,  and  open 
communications  with  our  forces.  On  the  way  down  I took  possession 
of  two  steamboats,  which  I obligated  to  report  at  this  place  when  the 
river  rises,  and,  meeting  with  no  obstacle,  arrived  here  on  the  18th,  all 
safe  and  well,  and  am  camped  at  the  extreme  southeast  point  of  your 
district.  I am  convinced  that  thousands  of  men  stand  ready  to  take- 
arms  as  soon  as  they  can  be  furnished,  and  this  is  the  case  also  with 
Northern  Texas.  The  people  come  to  me  by  hundreds,  and  beg  of  me 
to  stand  by  them  and  keep  them  from  being  taken  by  the  conscript 
officers  or  from  being  taken  back  to  the  rebel  army,  from  which  they 
have  deserted,  and  to  show  their  earnestness  they  came  in  with  their 
old  guns  and  joined  us. 

In  the  attack  upon  Dardanelle  I was  assisted  by  three  officers  and 
about  100  men,  who  had  fought  me  at  Backbone,  under  Cabell,  and  it 
was  a novel  sight  to  see  men  with  the  regular  gray  uniform  and  Con- 
federate State  belt-plate  fighting  side  by  side  with  the  blue  of  the  army, 
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and  this  novelty  was  intensified  by  knowing  that  they  were  fighting 
their  old  command.  I have  them  now  at  work  hunting  guerrillas,  and 
hope  to  make  good  soldiers  out  of  many  of  them.  I return  in  the  morn- 
ing to  Dardanelle  and  Fort  Smith. 

General  Steele,  under  his  instructions,  is  attending  to  Price,  who  is 
at  Arkadelphia,  and  cannot  at  this  time  send  troops  up  the  river.  He 
tells  me  to  organize  the  Union  men  and  use  them  until  something  new 
is  developed. 

It  is  true  that  my  chief  operations  are  below  the  river,  and  conse- 
quently out  of  your  district,  but  it  merely  happens  that  the  points  I 
occupy  are  on  the  south  side.  The  results  to  the  cause  and  the  benefit 
to  your  district  are  the  same,  and  as  the  people  are  accidentally  placed 
in  the  position  to  call  upon  me  for  assistance,  I cannot  find  it  in  my 
heart  to  desert  them.  I trust  that  you  will  justify  this,  and  in  your 
future  orders  take  this  in  consideration.  When  these  men  are  organ- 
ized, they  can  keep  their  own  locality  clear,  and  I can  then  move  with 
more  certainty  to  clean  out  Washington  and  Benton  Counties.  The 
forage  and  subsistence  are  abundant. 

I shall  continue  to  report  to  your  headquarters,  and  take  the  orders 
which  I may  receive  from  Blunt  and  Steele,  as  advisory,  looking  to  you 
for  those  which  I am  to  follow. 

Should  I arrive  safely  at  Fort  Smith,  I will  communicate  again. 

Most  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  CLOUD, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

Brigadier- General  McNeil, 

Commanding  Southwestern  District  of  Missouri. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell , C.  S.  Army , including  operations  July 
11 -September  14  ( skirmishes  between  the  San  Bois  and  Scullyville  and 
at  Jenny  Lind , &c.). 

Headquarters  Cabell’s  Brigade, 

December  7,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  in  refer- 
ence to  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Smith  by  the  troops  of  my  command. 
The  command  I had,  which  was  called  a brigade,  consisted  of  [J.  C.] 
Monroe’s,  [Lee  L.]  Thomson’s,  and  [J.  F.]  Hill’s  regiments  of  cavalry, 
[J.  L.]  Witherspoon’s,  [W.  A.]  Crawford’s,  and  Woosley’s  battalions  of 
cavalry,  [A.  S.]  Morgan’s  infantry  regiment,  four  iron  6-pounder  bat- 
tery, also  several  little  independent  companies  of  Partisan  Rangers. 
(Hill’s  regiment, and  Woosley’s  and  Crawford’s  battalions  were  raised 
from  deserters  and  jayhawkers  who  had  been  lying  out  in  the  mount- 
ains, and  forced  into  service.)  The  aggregate  of  the  whole  amounted 
to  over  3,000,  yet,  notwithstanding,  I could  never  get  into  the  field  at 
any  one  time  over  1,600  men,  and  never  more  than  1,200  of  them  for 
duty.  During  the  month  of  July,  after  having  made  a big  scout  into 
Northwest  Arkansas  and  Southwest  Missouri,  I was  ordered  to  join 
General  Cooper’s  command  in  the  Indian  country,  which  I did  a few 
days  after  General  Cooper’s  fight  with  Blunt. 

I joined  him  on  the  east  side  of  the  Canadian  at  Camp  Pike.  Re- 
mained there,  under  command  of  General  Steele,  for  a few  days,  when 
we  moved  to  Prairie  Springs,  within  20  miles  of  Fort  Gibson.  From 
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there  we  went  to  Honey  Springs;  remained  a short  time,  and  fell  back  to 
Soda  Springs.  Remained  there  a few  days,  when  I was  ordered  to 
move  to  the  east  side  of  the  Canadian,  at  old  Camp  Pike.  The  next 
day,  it  having  been  reported  that  the  enemy  were  crossing  the  Arkansas 
in  large  force,  General  Steele,  with  General  Cooper’s  command,  joined 
me  on  the  march  to  Camp  Pike.  I remained  there  a few  days,  and  on 
the  12th  of  August  I left  and  took  a position,  by  General  Steele’s  direc- 
tion, on  the  San  Bois,  where  the  Beale  road  crosses  that  stream,  about 
15  miles  distant.  Up  to  this  date  nearly  all  of  Hill’s  regiment,  a large 
number  of  Thomson’s  regiment,  and  nearly  all  of  Crawford’s  battalion 
have  deserted.  Morgan’s  regiment  was  garrisoning  Port  Smith,  and, 
although  a part  of  my  brigade  had  always  been  kept  detached  by  General 
Steele,  and  was  never,  up  to  that  time,  in  the  field  with  me  while  at 
the  San  Bois,  after  remaining  about  a week  at  the  San  Bois,  I re- 
ceived an  order  from  General  Steele  to  move  to  Scully  ville,  and  to  con- 
centrate, as  far  as  possible,  my  brigade  there,  to  resist  the  enemy  should 
he  advance  on  me,  and,  if  compelled  to  fall  back,  to  take  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Riddle’s  Station,  where  there  was  a commissary  depot.  I obeyed 
these  orders  strictly;  moved  to  Scuilyville,  and  encamjied  within  3 miles 
of  it,  as  there  was  neither  water  nor  grass  nearer  than  that  distance. 

On  the  21st  [of  August]  I received  an  order  from  General  Steele  direct- 
ing me  to  assume  the  direction  of  affairs  in  my  (your)  vicinity,  and  ascer- 
tain, if  possible,  the  strength  of  the  enemy  in  Northwestern  Arkansas. 
As  it  was  impossible  to  get  a position,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  water 
and  grass,  near  Scuilyville,  I concentrated  all  my  troops  at  McLean’s 
Crossing  of  the  Poteau,  9 miles  southwest  of  Fort  Smith,  and  about 
8 miles  from  Scuilyville,  on  the  middle  road.  I there  made  preparations 
to  hold  that  place.  After  sending  a command  to  Northwestern  Arkan- 
sas, as  ordered,  I blocked  up  the  fords  and  roads  above  my  position, 
and  also  the  bottom  road  leading  to  Fort  Smith.  Leaving  one  regiment 
on  picket  in  advance  of  Scuilyville  (as  water  could  not  be  had  sufficient 
for  any  greater  number),  to  picket  the  roads  leading  to  Fort  Smith,  I 
went  to  Fort  Smith  and  found  all  the  public  property  there.  I also 
learned  that  there  was  a train  of  wagons  loaded  with  ammunition  for 
General  Steele’s  ordnance  officer  at  Dardanelle.  I immediately  sent  an 
escort  for  it,  and  ordered  it  to  Waldron,  Scott  County. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d,  I received  a note  from  General  Steele 
stating  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  on  him  in  heavy  force.  I noti- 
fied General  Steele  of  the  position  I had  taken  on  the  Poteau,  and  after 
receiving  his  approval  of  the  same,  I made  preparations  to  protect  and 
send  off  the  public  property  of  every  description  at  Fort  Smith.  I had 
all  the  ordnance  of  every  description,  all  the  tools  and  materials  of  every 
description,  all  the  quartermaster’s  and  commissary  property  of  every 
description  that  I could  find  or  hear  of  loaded  up  and  placed  in  a posi- 
tion of  safety.  My  attention  was  also  directed  to  gathering  up  my  men 
as  much  as  possible  and  scouting  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  as  directed. 

On  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  August,  I received  a letter  from  Capt. 
J.  H.  Hunter,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence,  inclosing  a letter  from 
General  Steele,  dated  16th  (evidently  intended  for  the  26th  of  August), 
and  was  no  doubt  written  from  Gaines’  Creek,  stating  that  the  enemy 
was  following  him,  and  that  I must  keep  out  scouts  on  both  sides  of  the 
river.  This  I did  as  directed.  Kept  out  heavy  scouts  on  both  sides  of 
the  river,  and  sent  scouts  daily  25  miles  in  advance  of  Scuilyville,  be- 
yond the  San  Bois.  The  enemy,  after  having  followed  General  Steele  to 
Perryville,  returned  to  Camp  Pike  with  the  greater  portion  of  their 
command. 
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On  tlic  30tli,  my  scouts  encountered  the  advance  guard  of  General  j 
Blunt,  2 miles  west  of  the  San  Bois,  and  skirmished  with  them  until 
within  12  miles  of  Scullyville  (and  20  miles  of  my  camp),  where  they 
encamped,  within  4 miles  of  my  pickets. 

About  2 a.  m.  on  the  31st,  General  Blunt’s  advance,  under  Colonel 
Cloud,  attacked  my  pickets,  and,  after  a brisk  engagement  (in  which  I 
lost  1 man  killed  and  several  wounded),  drove  them  back  to  the  main 
body,  under  Colonel  Thomson,  near  Scullyville.  Colonel  Thomson  skir- 
mished with  them  and  held  them  in  check  at  times  until  4 p.  m.,  until 
they  reached  the  field  near  the  Poteau  Bottom,  within  3 miles  of  my 
command,  where  they  stopped  farther  pursuit  with  their  cavalry,  and 
awaited  the  arrival  of  their  infantry  and  artillery.  My  command  had 
been  reduced  at  that  time,  by  desertion,  to  about  1,250  men  in  all.  After 
their  infantry  and  artillery  came  up,  they  attacked  my  skirmishers  and 
penetrated  nearly  to  the  river.  After  a brisk  fire  on  both  sides  for 
about  an  hour,  the  enemy  fell  back,  with  several  killed  and  wounded 
(the  number  could  not  be  ascertained,  as  it  was  some  time  after  dark). 
Knowing  positively  that  the  enemy  had  at  least  2,300  effective  men  and 
eight  pieces  of  artillery,  and  knowing  that  I could  rely  on  but  little 
more  than  one-half  of  the  small  number  of  men  I had  to  fight,  I deter- 
mined to  fall  back,  and  to  reach,  if  possible,  a range  of  mountains  in  my 
rear,  and  to  get  all  the  trains  and  public  property  of  every  description 
across  these  mountains,  with  the  hope  that  I might  possibly  save  them, 

It  was  impossible  for  me  to  fall  back  to  the  road  that  General  Steele  had 
designated,  for  two  reasons : First,  the  enemy  had  possession  of  the  road ; 
second,  had  I moved  in  that  direction,  my  men  would  have  deserted,  and 
not  left  men  enough  to  protect  the  public  property  or  my  battery,  as 
every  regimental  and  battalion  commander  reported  to  me. 

About  9 p.  m.  on  the  31st,  I determined  to  fall  back,  if  possible,  to 
Waldron,  in  Scott  County.  The  baggage  trains  were  all  ordered  to  a 
little  place  called  Jenny  Lind,  10  miles  on  that  road,  early  in  the  day. 

As  soon  as  I commenced  falling  back,  taking  the  Jenny  Lind  road,  I 
sent  and  started  the  train.  The  ordnance  train,  which  was  an  ox  train, 

I had  previously  sent  to  Waldron. 

General  Blunt,  finding  out  that  I had  abandoned  the  position  I had 
on  the  Poteau,  sent  Colonel  Cloud,  with  1,500  cavalry,  six  pieces  of 
artillery,  and  40  wagons,  loaded  with  infantry,  in  pursuit  of  me.  They 
followed,  and  attacked  the  picket  I left  at  Jenny  Lind  about  9 o’clock 
on  the  1st  day  of  September.  The  picket  skirmished  with  their  ad- 
vance until  they  reached  the  foot  of  Backbone  Mountain,  about  16 
miles  from  Fort  Smith,  where  I had  formed  my  command  for  battle.  I 
placed  Monroe’s  regiment  in  ambush  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  and 
placed  all  the  different  regiments  en  echelon  along  the  sides  of  the 
mountain,  near  the  road ; the  battery  being  placed  so  as  to  command 
the  whole  field  of  operations.  The  enemy  came  dashing  up,  yelling  and 
shouting,  confident  of  success,  their  cavalry  in  advance.  When  they 
came  within  gunshot,  Monroe’s  regiment  opened  fire  on  them,  and  dis- 
mounted every  man  except  two  in  the  front  companies.  The  action 
soon  became  general,  and,  after  a heavy  fire  of  nearly  three  hours  and 
a half,  especially  of  artillery,  the  enemy  were  repulsed,  with  a loss  of 
about  30  killed  and  from  100  to  150  wounded.  My  loss  was  5 killed  and 
12  wounded.  The  number  of  missing  I cannot  state,  as  eight  companies 
of  Morgan’s  infantry  regiment,  Hill’s  and  Thomson’s  regiments,  and 
Woosley’s  battalion  of  cavalry  ran  in  the  most  shameful  manner. 
Hill’s  regiment,  in  running,  ran  through  the  provost  guard,  where  I had 
80  prisoners  under  sentence  for  treason  and  desertion.  These  men  in 
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running  carried  all  the  prisoners  off  with  them.  Thomson’s  and  Hill’s 
regiments  acted  in  the  most  disgraceful  manner.  The  eight  companies 
of  Morgan’s  regiment  acted  hut  little  better.  There  was  nothing  to 
make  these  regiments  run,  except  the  sound  of  the  cannon.  Had  they 
fought  as  troops  fighting  for  liberty  should,  I would  have  captured  the 
whole  of  the  enemy’s  command,  and  gone  back  to  Fort  Smith,  and  driven 
the  remainder  of  the  enemy’s  force  off,  and  retaken  the  place.  As  it 
was,  I was  forced,  on  account  of  the  smallness  of  my  force,  to  content 
myself  with  repulsing  the  enemy  and  protecting  the  public  property. 
Leaving  a party  to  bury  the  dead  and  take  off  the  wounded,  I,  after 
posting  a heavy  picket  on  the  battle-field,  withdrew  in  good  order,  and 
marched  to  Waldron,  Scott  County,  arriving  there  on  the  2d  of  Sep- 
tember. 

After  reaching  that  place,  resting  my  command,  and  hearing  nothing 
from  General  Steele,  knowing  nothing  of  any  re- enforcements  that  were 
coming,  and  also  hearing  that  the  enemy  were  investing  Little  Eock 
with  a heavy  force,  I concluded  that  I could  do  nothing  more  than  look  to 
the  protection  of  the  public  property  under  my  charge.,  and  take  the 
most  direct  route  on  which  supplies  could  be  had,  and  join  General 
Steele  as  soon  as  possible  with  all  the  men  I could. 

After  reaching  Waldron,  ana  remaining  one  day  for  the  stragglers  to 
come  in,  I could  not  raise  more  than  900  men,  and  from  that  number 
deserters  were  continually  leaving.  I therefore  moved  from  Waldron, 
taking  the  Caddo  Gap  road  to  Centre  Point,  in  Sevier  County,  intending 
to  go  from  there  to  Doaksville,  in  the  Choctaw  Nation,  and  thence  join 
General  Steele  at  Boggy  Depot,  where  I suj)posed  I would  meet  him. 
I had  previously  sent  stores  to  Lewis’  old  store,  on  the  Fort  Towson 
road,  intending  to  take  that  road  and  then  to  cross  over  to  Eiddle’s  Sta- 
tion ; but  I found,  as  I have  already  stated,  that  I was  compelled  to  take 
roads  that  would  keep  my  men  from  deserting,  and  not  to  take  roads 
that  I knew  I should  take  to  carry  out  my  instructions,  and  would  have 
been  proper  under  the  circumstances.  Nothing  could  prevent  the  men 
from  deserting;  the  officers  had  no  control  over  them,  and  both  officers 
and  men  were  impressed  with  the  idea  that  the  proper  way  to  defend 
the  country  was  for  each  man  to  go  home  and  defend  his  own  home. 
When  the  general  commanding  will  consider  the  kind  of  troops  I had, 
the  kind  of  men  which  composed  my  command,  men  a larger  part  of 
whom  were  either  deserters  from  other  regiments  or  conscripts  and 
jayhawkers  forced  into  the  service,  he  will  see  at  once  the  difficulties  I 
labored  under,  and  how  unreliable  troops  composed  of  such  men  are, 
and  how  worthless  as  troops  to  defend  a country  they  are. 

By  comparing  my  military  operations  in  Northwestern  Arkansas  (with 
this  bad  material)  with  that  performed  by  other  commanders  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Arkansas,  I feel  confident  that  it  will  be  found  that  I have  done 
as  much  toward  the  defense  of  the  country  as  any  other  commander. 

After  reaching  Centre  Point,  while  en  route  to  General  Steele,  on  the 
10th,  I received  an  order  from  General  Price,  commanding  District  of 
Arkansas,  to  move  as  rapidly  as  possible  with  my  whole  command  to 
Little  Eock.  I obeyed  this  order,  and  met  the  army  falling  back  from 
Little  Eock  at  Arkadelphia. 

I must  mention  the  gallantry  of  Captain  |W.  M.]  Hughey,  command- 
ing the  battery,  and  his  two  lieutenants,  [ W.  A.]  Miller  and  Henley,  as 
well  as  all  his  men.  Captain  Hughey  and  Lieutenant  Miller  particularly 
distinguished  themselves  with  their  old  iron  battery.  Monroe’s  regi- 
ment, under  Lieutenant-Colonel  [J.  M.]  O’Neil  and  Major  [A.  V.]  Eeiff 
(Colonel  Monroe  being  sick),  Captain  fW.  T.]  Barry,  with  his  company 
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of  Missouri  Cavalry,  Major  [F.  P.]  Yell,  of  [A.  S.]  Morgan’s  regiment, 
with  Captains  [W.  L.J  Sims’  and  [Iverson  L.]  Brooks’  companies,  com 
manded  respectively  by  those  officers,  and  Captain  [J.  O.  | Sadler  and 
his  company  deserve  especial  mention.  Colonel  Morgan  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel [J.  C.]  Wright  also  acted  with  gallantry. 

I cannot  close  without  bringing  to  notice  the  gallant  conduct  of  Maj. 
Robert  J.  Duffy,  inspector- general,  and  Lieutenant  [B.  J.]  Field,  ord- 
nance officer,  Lieutenant  [D.  A.]  Corder,  acting  aide-de-camp,  and  Sur- 
geon [J.  H.]  Carroll,  of  my  staff*.  I am  particularly  indebted  to  them, 
as  well  as  to  Lieutenant  [E.  H.]  McDaniel,  of  Monroe’s  regiment,  Lieu- 
tenant [L.  T.]  Kretschmar,  of  Barry’s  company,  and  Lieutenant  [W. 
J.]  Tyus,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  all  of  whom  acted  with  the 
greatest  coolness  in  endeavoring  to  rally  the  men  who  were  running,  and 
also  in  carrying  orders. 

Maj.  John  Crawford,  brigade  quartermaster,  and  Captain  Smith,  act- 
ing commissary  of  subsistence,  were  zealous  and  untiring  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  Under  the  direction  and  good  management  of 
these  two  officers,  all  the  public  property  was  saved  except  a few  com- 
missary stores  abandoned  at  Lewis’  old  store,  on  the  Fort  Towson  road. 
These  stores  were  afterward  saved  by  General  Bankhead’s  command. 

A lot  of  beef  cattle,  I understand,  was  lost  which  had  been  under 
the  direction  of  Capt.  A.  H.  Cline,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence, 
and  turned  over  to  Capt.  J.  H.  Hunter,  acting  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence. No  information  was  given  me  by  Captain  Cline  of  the  where- 
abouts of  this  herd  of  cattle.  I knew  nothing  about  them  until  I reached 
Waldron,  Scott  County,  late  on  the  2d  of  September,  when,  informed  by 
Captain  Hunter,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence,  that  there  was  a 
large  herd  of  cattle  in  the  neighborhood  of  Hodges’  prairie,  I imme- 
diately sent  to  look  for  them,  and,  when  found,  they  were  moving  rapidly 
in  the  wrong  direction.  I have  not  heard  whether  or  not  they  have  all 
been  taken  to  General  Steele’s  command.  Captain  Cline’s  neglect  to 
give  me  the  proper  information  was  the  cause  of  any  loss,  and  if  any  loss 
has  taken  place,  he  deserves  to  be  censured  for  his  neglect  in  not  tak- 
ing proper  care  of  these  cattle,  and  giving  me  such  information  as  would 
have  enabled  me  to  have  taken  precautionary  measures  for  their  safety. 

The  loss  of  the  brigade  in  the  two  days’  fighting  was  6 killed  and  14 
wounded $ number  missing  not  known. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  CABELL, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  B.  G.  Duval, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Indian  Territory . 
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P.  S. — The  courier  from  General  Bankhead,  informing  me  that  he  was 
on  the  way  to  re-enforce  me,  did  not  reach  me  until  the  morning  of  the 
10th,  nine  days  after  the  fight  at  Backbone.  I was  then  at  Centre 
Point,  making  preparations  to  leave  for  Little  Rock.  The  order  of  the 
10th,  from  General  Steele’s  headquarters,  dated  at  camp  on  Middle 
Boggy,  was  not  received  by  me  until  the  16th.  His  letter  of  September 
1 was  received  on  the  9th.  This  letter  approves  of  the  position  I had 
at  the  Poteau.  The  letter  of  Adjutant-General  Duval,  of  the  2d  of 
September,  was  also  received  on  the  9th.  I communicated  with  General 
Steele  by  express  and  by  special  courier  on  the  20th,  21st,  22d,  24th, 
26th,  27th,  28th,  and  29th  of  August.  I communicated  with  General 
Price’s  headquarters,  as  directed  by  General  Steele,  on  the  24th,  26th, 
and  30th  of  August,  and  on  the  5th  and  6th  of  September.  I communi- 
cated also  with  General  Steele  on  the  7th  and  ,10th  of  September,  . The 
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dates  of  General  Bankhead’s  communications  were  the  2d  and  7th  of 
September.  Sickness  prevented  me  from  sending  this  report  at  the 
proper  time. 

[Indorsement.] 

Doaksville,  December  28,  [1863.] 
The  written  report  just  received  is  respectfully  forwarded.  That  the 
enemy  had  the  main  road  to  Riddle’s  Station  would  only  require  that 
another  should  be  taken,  which  is  little,  if  any,  farther,  viz,  the  one  via 
Lewis’  store.  Had  that  road  been  taken,  Bankhead’s  brigade  would  have 
been  met  by  the  4th  of  September,  and  the  enemy’s  forces,  scattered 
from  Scully  ville  to  Dardanelle,  would  have  been  an  easy  conquest.  The 
morale  of  his  command  presents  a better  reason.  The  movement,  as 
reported  from  Soda  Springs  to  the  east  side  of  the  Canadian,  and  again 
to  San  Bois,  and  finally  to  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Smith,  was  for  the 
purpose  of  trying  to  prevent  desertions,  which  were  diminishing  our 
strength  at  a rapid  rate.  A strict  obedience  to  orders  would  have 
resulted  better  if  only  one  regiment  had  remained. 

WM.  STEELE, 

Brigadier - General. 


SEPTEMBER  4,  1863. — Affair  at  Quincy,  Mo. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  John  F.  Philips,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

No.  2. — Lieut.  Thomas  A.  Wakefield,  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  John  F.  Philips , Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Sub-District,  Central  District, 

Sedalia , Mo .,  September  7,  1863. 

General  : I beg  leave  to  report  that,  on  the  4th  instant,  a band  of 
guerrillas,  under  the  lead  of  the  notorious  Rafter,  dashed  into  Quincy, 
at  once  firing  into  a squad  of  citizens  sitting  in  front  of  a store,  killing 
1,  a Mr.  Thomas,  and  wounding  a soldier  of  the  Eighth  Missouri  State 
Militia,  who  chanced  to  be  in  town.  The  stage  had  just  come  in,  having 
for  passengers  3 or  4 soldiers  of  the  Eighteenth  Iowa.  These,  it  seems, 
took  refuge  up  stairs  in  a house.  Rafter  went  in  person  after  them. 
As  he  entered  the  door,  one  of  these  soldiers  shot  him  twice,  killing  him 
instantly.  The  Iowa  soldiers  were  taken  prisoners  and  carried  off.  It 
is  quite  probable  that  they  have  been  killed,  as  nothing  has  been  heard 
of  them  since.  I have  stationed  a small  force  there,  and  wish  I had  a 
company  of  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  to  send  there. 

My  scouts  in  Saline,  La  Fayette,  and  Johnson  have  started  no  bush- 
whackers recently.  Everything  is  as  quiet  as  the  grave,  except  in  the 
vicinity  of  Knobnoster.  There  is  an  independent  company,  under  the 
leadership  of  one  Mattox,  who  are  terrifying,  robbing,  and  running 
quiet,  peaceable  citizens  of  Johnson  County.  General  Ewing  should  be 
advised  of  it,  and  order  them  to  disperse. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 

Colonel  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Brown, 

Comdg . Central  District  of  Missouri,  Jefferson  City , Mo. 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Thomas  A.  Wakefield , Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia 

Cavalry. 

Springfield,  Mo.,  September  8, 18G3. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  on  my  return  from 
Sedalia,  with  arms  for  Major  Eno’s  battalion,  on  the  4th  instant,  I came 
upon  a band  of  rebels  at  Quincy,  commanded  by  Captain  Eafter.  They 
had  robbed  the  town  and  shot  some  Union  citizens  and  taken  4 soldiers, 
purporting  to  belong  to  the  Eighteenth  Iowa  Volunteers.  They  were 
in  the  act  of  firing  the  town.  I made  a dash  in  town,  scattering  them, 
and  killing  their  leader,  Captain  Rafter.  We  also  captured  a great 
many  of  the  goods  that  had  been  taken.  One  of  my  men  was  mor  tally 
wounded.  I learned  the  next  morning  that  they  had  killed  the  Iowa 
boys.  I sent  out*  about  6 miles,  and  found  1 dead  and  1 mortally 
wounded. 

I am,  general,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  A.  WAKEFIELD, 

First  Lieut . Company  A,  Eighth  M.  S.  M.  Cav .,  Comdg.  Escort. 

General  McNeil. 


SEPTEMBER  4-7,  1863. — Scout  from  Cold  Water  Grove  to  Pleasant  Hill 
and  Big  Creek,  Mo.,  and  skirmishes. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  S.  Clark , Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry . 

Headquarters  Troops  on  the  Border, 

Cold  Water  Grove , September  8,  1863. 

General  : On  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  September,  1863, 1 ordered 
a scout  of  40  men  from  Companies  E and  G,  of  the  Ninth  Kansas,  to 
accompany  me  to  Pleasant  Hill,  where  I had  previously  instructed 
Captain  [C.  F.]  Coleman  to  march  and  join  the  scout  from  this  station, 
with  Companies  D,  of  the  Ninth  Kansas,  and  M,  of  the  Fifth  Kansas, 
which  he  did  on  the  5th  instant.  The  same  night  we  marched  15  miles 
east,  concealed  our  men  in  the  brush,  dismounted,  and  sent  out  four 
parties,  of  12  men  each,  under  Captains  Coleman  and  [H.]  Flesher. 
Killed  6 bushwhackers,  remounted,  marched  4 miles  south ; divided  the 
command ; the  scout  from  this  station  to  scour  Big  Creek,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Pleasant  Hill;  Captain  Coleman,  with  his  command,  was  to 
take  in  those  run  off  Big  Creek,  and  scour  the  brush  east. 

The  scout  on  Big  Creek,  under  Captain  Flesher,  and  myself  included, 
surprised  a party  at  a house;  killed  4,  captured  8 horses,  saddles,  and 
bridles,  and  some  Lawrence  goods,  and  wounded,  as  I think,  4 others. 
Our  loss,  2 men  slightly  wounded,  viz,  Corpl.  John  Walters,  Company 
E,  and  Private  S.  Pentico,  Company  G,  and  returned  to  this  station  the 
7th  instant. 

Captain  Coleman  was  to  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  Pleasant  Hill  two 
or  three  days,  to  watch  QuantrilFs  movements.  I found  a trail  of  about 
100  men  5 miles  east  of  Harrison ville,  who  had  passed  the  night  of  the 
3d,  twelve  hours  in  advance  of  my  scout,  the  trail  taking  a northeast 
direction. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  CLARK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Ninth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry , Comdg. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing. 
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SEPTEMBER  5,  1863. — Skirmish  with  Indians  near  White  Stone  Hill,  Dak 

Report  of  Lieut.  Charles  W.  Hall , Second  Nebraska  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Company  F,  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry, 

Camp  No.  41,  Dakota  Territory , September  — , 1863. 

Captain  : In  compliance  with  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Sully, 
commanding  Indian  expedition,  I proceeded,  on  the  morning  of  Septem- 
ber 5,  1863,  with  12  men  of  the  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry  and  15  men 
from  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry  under  my  command,  on  a scout  in  search 
of  Surgeon  Bowen,  Sergeant  Newcomb,  and  8 others  missing  from  the 
Second  Nebraska  Cavalry,  after  the  battle  of  White  Stone  Hill,  on  the 
3d  instant.  I proceeded  in  a northeasterly  direction  from  the  battle- 
field, and,  when  15  miles  distant  therefrom,  I was  attacked  by  a party 
of  some  300  Indians,  and,  seeing  that  I could  not  successfully  resist  their 
attack,  I retreated  slowly,  returning  the  enemy’s  fire  until  my  command 
was  so  closely  pressed  by  the  enemy  that  the  men  increased  the  rapidity 
of  their  retreat,  without  orders.  1 attempted  to  halt  them  several  times, 
but  unsuccessfully.  The  enemy  all  the  time  pressed  closely  on  my  rear, 
and  also  endeavored  to  cut  off  my  retreat  to  camp,  from  which  1 had 
started  in  the  morning,  and  at  which  I had  arrived  with  what  remained 
of  my  command  about  12  m.  that  day,  the  enemy  pursuing  to  within  4 
miles  of  the  camp.  The  casualties  on  this  scout  were  6 men  and  4 horses 
killed.  Sergeant  Blair,  Company  K,  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry,  Ser- 
geant Rogers,  Sergt.  S.  N.  Smith,  and  Sergt.  Isaac  L.  Winget,  of  the 
Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  assisted  me  in  my  efforts  to  control  the  men  and 
check  their  hasty  retreat. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  killed  under  my  command  :* 

I discovered  no  trace  of  the  missing,  of  whom  I was  in  search,  who, 
however,  returned  to  camp  a short  time  after  my  return  and  on  the  same 
day. 

The  men  under  my  command  succeeded  while  retreating  in  killing  6 
Indians  and  4 ponies,  and  wounding  many  others,  the  number  not 
known. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHARLES  W.  HALL, 

First  Lieut.  Co.  F,  Second  Nebraska  Cav .,  Comdg.  Detachment . 

Capt.  John  H.  Pell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


SEPTEMBER  5,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Maysville,  Ark. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  Gardner , Second  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Springfield,  Mo.,  September  14,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report,  through  you,  to  the  command- 
ing general,  that  I left  Springfield,  according  to  orders,  on  the  31st  day 
of  August,  1863,  and  arrived  at  Cassville,  Mo.,  at  11  a.  m.  on  the  1st  of 
September,  and  immediately  reported  to  Captain  [J.  M.]  Gilstrap,  First 
Arkansas  Cavalry,  commanding  post,  and  requested  an  escort,  in  order 
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to  proceed  forward  at  once.  He  did  not  furnish  me  with  an  escort  until 
the  morning  of  the  3d.  The  escort  consisted  of  75  men,  under  com- 
mand of  Capt.  J.JI.]  Worthington,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  Volunteers. 
One-third  of  the  escort  were  drunk,  whooping  and  hallooing  when  we 
left  Cassville.  We  camped,  on  the  night  of  the  3d,  18  miles  from  Cass- 
ville.  About  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  we  broke  camp,  and 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Bentonville.  When  within  a half  mile  of  Ben- 
tonville  (about  9 a.  m.)  we  ran  in  the  rebel  pickets.  We  charged  the 
town,  and  took  1 prisoner,  whom  Captain  Worthington  paroled.  We 
went  the  same  night  to  the  headwaters  of  Flint  Creek,  and  camped, 
where  we  took  2 prisoners,  who  said  they  belonged  to  Marmaduke’s 
army.  We  took  them  along  with  us.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  we 
moved  at  daylight,  and,  being  informed  by  one  of  our  prisoners  that  a 
party  of  65  men,  formerly  of  Livingston’s  band,  were  waiting  to  meet  us, 
we  prepared  to  receive  them  in  case  they  should  attack  us.  We  met  them 
about  2 miles  from  our  camp.  We  attacked  them  j killed  1 horse  and 
took  1 prisoner.  Soon  after  we  arrived  at  a house,  and  the  occupant 
(a  woman),  supposing  that  we  were  a part  of  Quantrill’s  band,  informed 
me  that  there  was  a party  of  65  rebels  half  an  hour  ahead  of  us.  Not 
wishing  to  engage  them,  we  took  the  left-hand  road,  after  seeing  by 
their  tracks  that  they  had  taken  the  right.  We  traveled  about  4 miles 
on  this  road  in  the  direction  of  Flint  Creek.  We  were  here  attacked 
by  the  party.  We  drew  them  from  their  position.  They  divided,  part 
getting  in  our  front  and  part  in  our  rear,  and  we  had  a running  tight 
for  about  10  miles  without  any  disaster  on  our  side.  We  then  struck 
the  State  Line  road,  about  12  miles  south  of  Maysville,  when  they  left. 

We  marched  about  8 miles,  and  stopped  to  feed.  We  put  out  pickets 
about  one-half  of  a mile  in  our  rear.  The  advance  of  the  enemy  came 
up.  Our  pickets  fired  on  them  and  came  in.  Immediately  after,  an 
attack  was  made  on  us  by  about  300  men.  About  50  of  our  men  broke 
and  ran.  While  Captain  Worthington  was  trying  to  rally  them,  I took 
command  of  those  that  remained  (about  25),  and  held  the  enemy  in 
check  until,  being  flanked  on  right  and  left,  I fell  back  one-half  mile 
to  a place  called  Hog-Eye,  and  formed.  They  flanked  me  again.  I 
then  fell' back  to  Round  Prairie,  where  I was  again  attacked.  I formed 
my  men  on  the  prairie ; the  enemy  were  in  the  timber.  After  a tight 
of  about  twenty  minutes,  in  which  I lost  1 killed  and  2 wounded,  and 
my  horse  being  shot  under  me,  I gave  the  order  to  my  men  to  retreat, 
knowing  that  they  could  not  compete  with  the  numbers  against  them. 
Captain  Worthington  not  having  succeeded  in  rallying  his  men,  I had 
no  support.  As  soon  as  my  horse  was  shot,  knowing  that  I could  not 
escape,  I destroyed  the  dispatches  of  which  I was  the  bearer.  I was 
then  taken  prisoner  by  Captain  Brown,  C.  S.  Army,  together  with  22 
men  of  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  Volunteers.  We  were  marched 
about  25  miles  that  night,  to  Captain  Brown’s  camp,  where  we  arrived 
at  2 a.  m.  of  the  6th.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  the  enlisted  men  were  ! 
paroled,  by  order  of  General  Cabell ; after  which  I was  offered  my  choice, 
either  to  go  to  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  or  accept  a parole.  I accepted  the 
latter.  In  the  morning  we  left  their  camp  under  a flag  of  truce.  I 
hired  a wagon  to  convey  the  sick  and  wounded  to  Cassville,  where  we 
arrived  at  about  12  m.  on  the  9th  instant. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  GARDNER, 

Captain  Company  E,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Capt.  C.  G.  Laurant, 

Asst  Adjt.  Gen.,  Bist.  Southwestern  Missouri f Springfield , Mo. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  September  21, 1863. 

General  McNeil  is  respectfully  referred  to  General  Orders,  No.  207, 
War  Department,  Adjutant-GeneraFs  Office,  Washington,  July  3, 1863. 
Captain  Gardner  has  accepted  parole  for  himself  and  men  in  violation 
of  the  cartel  and  the  above-named  order,  and  General  McNeil  will  have 
the  spirit  of  said  order  carried  out.  The  men  will  be  ordered  back  to 
duty  with  their  companies. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

LUCIEN  J.  BARNES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SEPTEMBER  6,  1863. — Attack  on  train  between  Eort  Scott,  Kans.,  and 

Carthage,  Mo. 

Report  of  Gapt.  Milton  Burch , Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry . 

Carthage,  Mo.,  September  9,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  of  informing  [you]  for  the  information  of 
the  commanding  general  [that]  on  the  2d  day  of  September  I sent  2 men 
from  Company  L and  2 men  from  Company  M,  Eighth  Missouri  State 
Militia  Cavalry,  to  form  an  escort  for  Joel  P.  Hood  to  Fort  Scott  on  official 
business.  They  transacted  their  business  and  started  back  to  this  post, 
and  overtook  4 wagons  loaded  with  dry  goods  and  groceries,  bound 
for  this  post.  They  traveled  together  till  within  8 miles  of  this  place. 
On  the  6th  day  of  September  they  were  attacked  by  a largely  superior 
force  of  the  enemy,  who  succeeded  in  capturing  2 wagons  and  killing  1 
man  belonging  to  Company  A,  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 
under  the  command  of  Major  [Edward  B.]  Eno.  He  had  been  home  on 
furlough,  and  was  on  his  return  to  his  command;  his  name  was  Ross. 
They  captured  3 prisoners,  1 a soldier  from  Company  M,  the  other  2 
citizens.  They  tried  to  take  the  other  two  wagons,  but  could  not  suc- 
ceed. News  was  sent  to  camp  for  re-enforcements,  which  arrived  in  the 
quickest  of  time,  and  gave  them  chase,  coming  up  with  them  about  one- 
half  hour  before  sundown.  We  recaptured  the  2 wagons  and  2 of  the 
prisoners,  and  killed  3 of  the  rebels  and  wounded  some  more.  Our  loss 

in  the  retaking  of  the  wagons  — . I never  saw  troops  display  such 

courage  and  determination  as  the  men  under  my  command ; both  officers 
and  men  seemed  striving  to  excel  each  other  in  deeds  of  daring.  Mr. 
Joel  P.  Hood  killed  the  rebel  captain,  Turk,  and  wounded  several  others. 
They  still  retain  1 of  my  men  prisoner,  and  we  have  1 of  theirs.  We 
aim  to  exchange  with  them  for  the  man  they  retain  of  ours.  Half  be- 
longed to  Colonel  Coffee,  and  the  others  are  deserters.  They  are  more 
numerous  at  this  time  than  any  time  I have  been  here.  They  made  an 
attempt  to  capture  our  wagon  train  yesterday,  but  were  driven  off  into 
their  favorite  cover — the  brush.  Their  loss  is  not  known.  I have  no 
further  reliable  news  from  Captain  Rusk  regarding  his  surrender.  The 
party  that  attacked  the  train  last  Sunday  was  under  the  command  of 
Meadows.  I had  forgotten  to  state  1 had  1 of  my  men  wounded  in  their 
onset  on  the  wagons,  and  he  has  since  died. 

So  no  more,  but  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

MILTON  BURCH, 
Captain , Commanding  Post  at  Carthage. 

C.  G.  Laurant,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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SEPTEMBER  7-19,  1863. — Expedition  from  Springfield,  Mo.,  into  Arkansas 
and  Indian  Territory,  and  skirmish  (15th)  near  Enterprise,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison , First  Arlcansas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Arkansas  Volunteers, 

Near  Mkhorn , Ark.,  September  19,  1863. 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
late  expedition  in  Southwest  Missouri,  Indian  Territory,  and  Arkansas  : 

I left  Springfield,  with  my  command,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  on 
the  7th  day  of  September,  1863,  en  route  for  Carroll  County,  Arkansas; 
but  receiving  dispatches  from  you  on  the  same  evening,  changing  the 
direction  of  my  march,  I turned  toward  Cassville,  Mo.,  where  I arrived 
on  the  LOth  instant,  at  noon.  There  I was  detained  two  days  in  forag- 
ing and  procuring  information  of  the  enemy’s  movements.  My  first 
intention  was  to  divide  my  command,  sending  100  men,  under  Capt. 
Charles  Galloway,  across  White  River,'  into  Carroll  County,  and  thence 
west  to  attack  Hunter  in  the  rear,  at  the  mountains,  14  miles  north  of 
Fayetteville,  Ark.,  and  at  the  same  time  take  250  men,  and  the  first  sec- 
tion of  Stark’s  battery,  by  way  of  Pineville,  to  Sulphur  Springs,  near 
Bentonville,  Ark.,  where  Brown  was  encamped,  and  drive  him  from  his 
position,  meeting  Captain  Galloway  near  Cross  Hollows,  and  returning 
by  the  Telegraph  road.  By  this  movement  I expected  to  rid  the  coun- 
try on  each  side  of  the  road  of  bushwhackers,  and  render  our  line  of 
communication  south  comparatively  safe.  Just  before  leaving  Cass- 
ville, I learned  that  Hunter  had  left  the  mountain,  and  probably  had 
joined  Brown,  near  Bentonville,  who  was  reported  as  moving  north  with 
a force  of  not  less  than  400  men,  estimated  by  some  as  high  as  800. 
This  information  led  me  to  abandon  the  plan  of  sending  a detachment 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Telegraph  road,  and  to  consolidate  my  force. 

At  12.30  a.  m.  Sunday,  13th  instant,  I left  Cassville,  taking  the  direc- 
tion of  Pineville,  with  the  following  troops,  viz  : 

Men. 


Detachment  of  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  Maj.  J.  J.  Johnson  commanding 265 

Detachment  of  First  Arkansas  Light  Artillery  (Stark’s),  Lieutenant  Thomson 

commanding 25 

Eighteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  Lieutenant  [J.  H.]  Looby  commanding  20 

Total 310 


Taking,  in  addition,  3 ambulances,  in  charge  of  Asst.  Surg.  J.  E.  Tefft, 
First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  4 wagons  loaded  with  ammunition  and 
subsistence  stores. 

I arrived  at  Pineville,  Mo.,  on  Sunday  evening  [13th],  where  I encamped 
for  twenty-four  hours,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  enemy’s  position,  having 
learned  that  he  had  left  Bentonville.  Before  night  on  Monday,  I became 
apprised  that  rebel  troops  had  been  moving  north  to  Elk  Mills,  Mo.,  to  re- 
enforce Coffee,  who  was  reported  as  stationed  there,  with  about  300  men. 
On  Monday  night,  I moved  toward  Elk  Mills,  and  crossed  Cowskin 
Prairie  on  Tuesday  morning  [15th],  On  the  prairie,  I learned  from  a 
Union  woman  that  Coffee  had  been  strongly  re-enforced  on  Sunday, 
and  had  moved  to  Enterprise,  4 miles  beyond  Elk  Mills;  that  his  com- 
mand numbered  about  1,000  men  (the  report  of  his  numbers  I believe 
to  have  been  exaggerated).  Moving  forward  rapidly,  I drove  in  the 
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enemy’s  pickets  near  Elk  Mills  (killing  1 man),  and  attacked  his  skir- 
mishers at  10  a.  m.,  whom  I found  in  line  1 mile  west  of  Enterprise,  in 
a dense  thicket.  I immediately  dismounted  a portion  of  my  command 
as  skirmishers,  and  at  the  same  time  commenced  shelling  the  town, 
where  his  reserve  was  stationed.  After  the  engagement  had  continued 
about  one  hour,  my  right  and  rear  were  attacked  by  a strong  force,  said 
to  be  Brown’s,  which  was  repulsed  and  scattered  in  a short  time.  The 
enemy  ceased  to  reply  to  our  fire  at  12  m.,  and  retreated  through  the 
thicket  in  great  disorder.  I could  not  at  first  ascertain  the  direction  of 
his  retreat,  and  my  men  and  horses  being  completely  exhausted  by  the 
last  night’s  march  and  the  severe  duties  of  the  morning,  I went  into 
eamp. 

The  enemy  is  known  to  have  lost  in  the  engagement  1 captain  (said 
to  be  M.  R.  Johnston,  of  Partisan  Rangers)  and  4 men.  His  loss  is 
presumed  to  be  much  greater,  as  the  ground  in  the  woods  and  a corn- 
field, where  our  shells  burst,  was  discovered  to  be  tracked  in  blood  in 
many  places,  but  owing  to  the  denseness  of  the  thicket  it  was  impos- 
sible to  ascertain  the  facts  definitely.  I lost  no  men,  either  in  killed, 
wounded,  or  missing. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant,  following  the  line  of  the  Indian 
Territory  southward,  I pursued  several  small  parties  for  some  miles,  but 
they  eluded  capture  by  taking  to  the  thicket.  The  prairies  and  paths 
were  filled  with  the  tracks  of  their  horses,  all  moving  southward.  At 
Maysville  I encamped  on  Wednesday  night.  Here  I sent  in  pursuit  of 
a party  of  about  30  of  the  enemy,  whom  I saw  on  the  south  side  of  the 
prairie,  drawn  up  in  line ; but  they  were  well  mounted,  and  made  good 
their  escape  to  the  Spavinaw  Hills.  On  Thursday  I passed  the  Double 
Spring  and  Round  Prairie,  near  where  Capt.  J.  I.  Worthington’s  escort 
was  routed  on  the  4th  instant.  There  I learned  that  Brown  had  passed 
the  day  before  with  40  men,  going  toward  Rhea’s  Mills.  At  noon  the 
rear  of  my  command  was  fired  into  by  a small  party  of  guerrillas,  but 
no  one  was  injured.  On  Wednesday  night  I encamped  10  miles  south- 
west of  Bentonville,  and  reached  this  place  yesterday  evening,  where  I 
intend  staying  until  the  commissary  trains  and  telegraph  corps  come  up. 
Iam  most  advantageously  located  for  sweeping  the  bushwhackers  from 
the  valleys  of  the  two  Sugar  Creeks,  and  my  men  are  busily  engaged 
in  the  enterprise.  During  the  last  day’s  march  several  were  captured 
and  3 killed.  My  command  is  in  excellent  condition  and  spirits.  I have 
lost  no  men,  and  only  one  or  two  horses.  I herewith  submit  the  report 
of  Assistant  Surgeon  [Jonathan  E.]  Tefft,#  to  whom  much  praise  is  due 
for  his  strict  attention  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  command,  as  well 
as  to  Majors  Johnson  and  Fitch,  Captains  Galloway  and  Mass,  com- 
manding battalions,  Lieutenant  Thomson,  commanding  section  of  First 
Arkansas  Light  Artillery,  and  Lieutenant  Looby,  of  the  Eighteenth  Iowa 
Infantry,  for  their  promptness  in  executing  my  orders,  and  their  strict 
attention  to  the  discipline  of  their  men.  In  the  engagement  of  the  15th, 
the  artillery  lost  none  of  its  well-deserved  reputation.  The  accuracy  of 
its  firing  was  remarkable. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  LA  RUE  HARRISON, 

Colonel  First  Arkansas  Cavalry , Commanding  Troops  in  Field. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil, 

Commanding  Southwestern  District  of  Missouri . 


Omitted,  as  of  no  present  importance. 
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SEPTEMBER  7-30,  1863. — Expedition  to  Big  Lake,  Mississippi  County, 

Ark. 

Report  of  Maj.  Frederick  R.  Poole , Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry . 

Headquarters, 

Camp  Lowry , October  1,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  your 
orders  of  the  7th  ultimo,  I left  Camp  Lowry  in  command  of  200  men  and 
one  gun,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  Big  Lake,  Mississippi  County,  Arkan- 
sas, returning  through  Pemiscot  County,  as  per  instructions.  At  New 
Madrid  I received  orders  from  you  to  make  a junction  with  re-en force- 
men  ts  sent  me  from  Cape  Girardeau  and  Bloomfield,  comprising  50  men 
from  the  Second  Missouri  State  Militia,  100  from  the  Sixth  Missouri,  and 
50  from  the  Eighth  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  with  one  gun 
sent  from  the  Cape,  which  juncture  was  effected  on  the  evening  of  the 
17th.  I then  proceeded  again  toward  the  point  indicated,  scouring  the 
country  as  I advanced.  At  Osceola,  I met  the  re-enforcements  from  Col. 
Chester  Harding,  Twenty-fifth  Missouri  Infantry,  commanding  at  New 
Madrid,  who  had  been  directed  to  co-operate  with  me.  I must  con- 
fess that  we  were  all  rather  disappointed  in  not  meeting  the  rebel  force 
said  to  be  in  that  vicinity,  and,  in  obedience  to  certain  instructions,  re- 
turned as  directed.  During  the  expedition  I killed  13  noted  guerrillas, 
nearly  all  of  whom  were  armed  and  fought  with  desperation.  I captured 
some  26  or  30  others,  receipts  for  whom  are  herein  inclosed ; captured  a 
number  of  horses,  mules,  guns,  &c.  The  people  of  Arkansas  I found 
to  be  much  more  loyal  than  those  residing  in  Missouri,  and  it  is  my  firm 
and  decided  belief  that  the  people  residing  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
river,  in  that  State,  only  require  a show  of  protection  to  establish  their 
loyalty  and  fidelity  to  our  Government.  My  command,  on  arriving  at 
this  camp  on  yesterday,  exhibited  more  health  than  could  be  expected 
from  a march  of  700  miles  without  tents  or  blankets.  Our  only  casual- 
ties on  the  entire  trip  were  4 men  wounded,  none  dangerously.  I would 
especially  recommend  Captain  [A.  P.]  Wright,  commanding  Company  L, 
for  his  untiring  attention  to  duty  and  zeal  in  the  interest  of  our  cause 
and  Government. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  R.  POOLE, 

Major,  Commanding  Expedition . 

Colonel  [J.  B.]  Rogers, 

Commanding  Cape  Girardeau , Mo. 


SEPTEMBER  12,  1863. — Affair  near  Houston,  Texas  County,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Richard  Murphy , Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Post  oe  Houston, 

Houston,  Mo.,  September  14,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  to  you,  for 
the  information  of  the  general  commanding  : 

At  midnight,  September  11,  information  was  brought  to  me  that  6 
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guerrillas,  with  5 horses,  had  just  passed  a house  10  miles  south  of  me.  I 
immediately  sent  Captain  [S.  B.]  Richardson,  with  10  men  of  Company 
B and  10  of  Company  D,  in  pursuit,  who,  on  arriving  at  the  place  where 
the  rebels  were  seen,  found  that  they  had  got  supper  and  gone  south. 
Captain  Richardson  followed  them  for  57  miles  without  stopping,  and 
ascertained  that  one  of  the  rebels  (Martin  Dodds),  had  left  the  party  and 
gone  to  Thomasville,  and  another  had  lost  the  way  the  night  before,  but 
that  the  remaining  four  were  in  the  woods  farther  on.  Captain  Rich- 
ardson finding  farther  pursuit  impossible  at  this  time,  as  he  had  traveled 
67  miles  without  feeding,  now  rested  in  the  woods  until  morning,  when 
he  pushed  forward,  and  found  the  rebels  asleep  in  the  woods,  who,  on 
their  approach,  awoke  and  ran.  Three,  in  the  attempt  to  escape,  were 
killed  on  the  spot.  Their  names  are  William  Lingo,  of  Waynes villej 
Lieut.  Obe  Moss,  of  Pulaski  County,  and  Jacob  Bottom.  The  remain- 
ing man  (Oscar  D.  Blount),  of  Saint  Louis,  was  shot  through  both  thighs, 
and  is  now  in  the  hospital  at  this  post.  With  these  men  were  captured 
11  horses,  2 of  which  were  stage  horses,  and  3 taken  from  a wagon  on 
the  road  near  Rolla;  7 citizens’  saddles  and  3 bridles,  1 of  them  be- 
longing to  the  stage  company ; 32  pairs  of  men’s  shoes,  17  pairs  of 
women’s  shoes,  2 bolts  of  domestic,  3 sacks  of  coffee,  1 United  States 
newspaper  bag,  and  1 set  of  stage  lines.  This  is  the  most  important 
capture  made  in  this  country,  and  too  much  credit  cannot  be  awarded 
Captain  Richardson  and  these  men  for  their  perseverance  in  the  pur- 
suit of  these  outlaws. 

I inclose  a letter  found  on  the  body  of  Lieutenant  Moss,  and  written 
by  Col.  Brodie  Hull  to  his  wile  in  Arkansas.  This  letter  was  given 
Moss  for  delivery.* 

I have  gained  some  valuable  information  from  the  wounded  man 
Blount.  He  gave  me  the  names  of  those  that  harbor  and  feed  them. 
Among  these  are  Andy  Hall,  living  close  to  Judge  Yorks,  and  Purcell, 
close  to  Licking.  I also  found  that  William  Lingo  had  13  horses  and  a 
great  variety  of  other  stolen  property  at  the  house  of  John  King,  close 
to  the  Arkansas  line ; and  Lee  Tilly,  son  of  Tilly  near  Waynesville,  has 
also  a number  of  horses  and  other  articles  secreted  in  that  vicinity.  If 
I could  get  permission  to  make  a scout  down  there,  I think  it  would  be 
profitable;  but  my  horses  are  completely  worn  out  from  the  amount  of 
duty  to  perform,  and  with  25  of  Company  G taken  away  for  the  two 
howitzers,  and  8 more  of  the  same  company  under  arrest  at  Roll  a for 
mutiny,  my  available  force  is  very  much  reduced ; and  if  the  general 
should  approve  of  this  anticipated  scout,  I would  request  that  he  send 
me  about  50  men,  with  fresh  horses ; and  these,  with  what  I can  mount 
here,  would  make  a force  amply  sufficient  for  this  enterprise. 

The  horses  and  other  property  taken  in  this  scout  I will  send  to  Rolla 
by  next  train,  and  by  mail  I will  send  you  a complete  statement  of  the 
wounded  man  Blount. 

Believing  this  will  receive  your  careful  attention,  I have  the  honor  to 
remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  MURPHY, 

Captain,  Commanding  Post, 

J.  Lovell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General , District  of  Rolla. 


* Omitted. 
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SEPTEMBER  13,  1863. — Attack  on,  and  skirmish  near,  Salem,  Mo. 

Reports  of  Capt.  Levi  E.  Why  baric,  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Salem,  Mo.,  September  13,  1863 — 8 p.  m. 

Colonel  : After  the  dispersion  of  Colonel  Freeman  and  his  hand  of 
thieves,  [they]  attempted  to  attack  this  post  last  night  at  3 o’clock ; were 
routed  and  driven  off,  with  loss  of  1 man  killed  and  — mortally  wounded, 
and  the  loss  of  some  10  guns  and  hats,  boots,  &c.,  which  they  left  on 
the  ground.  Our  loss  none.  Lieut.  Charles  Koch  just  returned  and 
made  the  following  report: 

In  compliance  with  orders  received  from  headquarters  detachment  Fifth  Missouri 
State  Militia  Cavalry,  I started,  together  with  Lieutenant  [M.  S.]  Eddleman  and  80 
men  of  Companies  C and  M,  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  at  about  6 a.  m.,  in 
pursuit  of  the  rebel  force  which  attempted  to  attack  our  camp  last  night.  We  fol- 
lowed their  trail  with  the  utmost  possible  speed,  and  ascertained  of  the  inhabitants  of 
houses  which  we  passed  that  their  force  was  from  200  to  800  strong.  They  did  not 
keep  any  road,  but  went  right  through  the  woods  and  over  the  mountains,  so  that  we 
were  several  times  obliged  to  dismount  to  get  our  horses  down  the  cliffs.  After  three 
hours’  hard  ride,  making  about  20  miles  in  that  time,  we  had  the  satisfaction  to  see 
the  force  right  before  us,  on  a hill,  ready  for  a fight.  While  myself,  with  the  men  of 
Company  C,  attacked  in  the  front,  Lieutenant  Eddleman,  with  the  men  of  Company 
M,  made  a flank  movement  on  the  right  flank,  charging  on  the  enemy  at  the  same 
time,  as  well  as  my  command  from  the  front.  The  rebels  could  not  stand  this  com- 
bined charge,  and,  after  about  twenty  minutes’  resistance,  fled  in  every  direction. 
Rebel  loss,  14  killed,  and  wounded  a good  many  more,  as  we  found  in  the  pursuit 
many  signs  of  blood.  We  captured  in  all  about  24  guns,  5 horses,  and  2 mules. 
Among  the  killed  was  Captain  Post,  whose  recruiting  commission  I herewith  inclose. 
No  others  were  recognized.  The  rebels  were  commanded  by  Colonel  Freeman,  and 
had  in  their  company  William  Orchard  and  a certain  Duckworth,  from  this  place. 
Our  loss  was  3 men  wounded  of  Company  M,  one  of  them  severely  in  the  knee;  also 
one  citizen,  Mr.  Copeland,  who  voluntarily  joined  Company  C,  and  was  shot  in  the 
thigh.  We  had  1 horse  killed  and  5 wounded,  among  them  the  horse  of  your  reporter. 
We  also  have  to  report  the  supposed  capture  of  a private  of  Company  M,  who  got 
wounded,  and,  being  unable  to  follow  any  farther,  started  homeward  with  other 
wounded,  and  supposed  is  captured,  as  they  were  followed  by  a part  of  the  rebels, 
and  his  horse  gave  out,  and  nothing  has  been  heard  from  him  since,  while  the  others 
have  arrived  in  camp. 

Closing  this  my  respectful  report,  I must  express  my  entire  satisfaction  with  the 
behavior  of  all  men  under  my  command,  who  charged  on  the  enemy,  far  superior  in 
numbers,  with  such  great  gallantry;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  thick  underbrush, 
which  was  almost  impassable,  we  would  have  been  more  successful. 

Transmitting  to  you  the  written  report,  I assure  you  that  1 have  all 
necessary  steps  taken  to  secure  the  safety  of  the  camp,  and  to  ascertain 
all  rebel  movements  going  on  in  this  section  of  the  country,  as  far  as  my 
small  command  is  capable.  I must  say  that  Lieuts.  Charles  Koch  and 
Eddleman  and  men  deserve  the  greatest  of  praise  for  their  coolness  and 
promptness  in  pursuing  the  rebels. 

Please  refer  this  report  to  the  general  commanding  the  district. 

L.  E.  WHYBARK, 

Captain , Comdg.  Detachment  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  P.  Eppstein, 

Commanding  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


Hdqrs.  Detachment  Fifth  Missouri  S.  M.  Cavalry, 

Salem , Mo .,  September  14,  1863 — 6 a.  m. 
Colonel  : All  quiet.  No  rebels  around.  We  have  driven  them  out 
of  the  country  with  our  small  force.  We  apprehend  no  danger  at  pres- 
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ent.  I am  able  to  hold  this  camp  and  country  with  my  force.  I will 
inform  you  of  all  movements  of  rebels,  so  you  may  rest  assured  all  is 
right.  The  officers  and  men  deserve  the  greatest  praise  for  their  gal- 
lant conduct,  especially  Lieut.  Charles  Koch,  for  his  promptness  and 
strictness  to  orders,  and  killing  rebels. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  E.  WHYBABK, 
Captain , Commanding  Detachment . 

P.  S. — The  bearer  of  dispatches  yesterday  was  mistaken.  Our  force 
did  not  fall  back,  but  drove  the  rebels  away  entirely.  From  best  reli- 
able information  I can  obtain,  Freeman  and  Woods  have  some  600  or 
700  men,  but  did  not  have  near  them  300 ; had  the  remainder  on  Sinking 
and  Spring  Bivers.  Captain  Lovell  just  arrived.  All  quiet  now.  I 
apprehend  no  danger  for  the  present. 


SEPTEMBER  15,  1863.— Skirmish  in  Jackson  County,  Mo. 

Deport  of  Col.  William  Weer , Tenth  Kansas  Infantry. 

Pleasant  Hill,  Mo.,  September  15, 1863. 

Sir  : After  a week  spent  in  bushwhacking,  in  search  of  Quan trill’s 
guerrillas,  1 became  convinced  that  his  band  continued  to  secrete  them- 
selves uj)on  the  waters  of  the  Snibar  and  Blue  Creek,  in  Jackson 
County,  Missouri.  This  morning  I made  another  night  march,  with  a 
view  to  surprise  him,  if  possible.  I crossed  the  intervening  prairie,  and 
entered  the  timber  of  the  Snibar  without  being  observed.  At  daylight, 
the  command  being  divided  into  four  detachments,  we  commenced  a 
thorough  scouring  of  the  Snibar  Hills.  The  country  is  very  rugged, 
and  filled  with  almost  impenetrable  thickets.  Half  of  the  different 
detachments  were  dismounted,  and  penetrated  the  woods  deployed  as 
skirmishers,  the  horses  being  led  in  the  rear.  By  three  of  the  detach- 
ments nothing  particular  was  discovered,  except  evidences  that  the 
guerrillas  inhabited  these  woods. 

Captain  [C.  F.l  Coleman,  of  the  Kinth  Kansas,  who  commanded  on  the 
extreme  left,  in  the  course  of  the  day  fell  upon  a trail,  by  following  which 
he  soon  came  upon  Quantrill’s  own  camp.  He  promptly  attacked  it, 
killed  2 of  the  guerrillas,  captured  some  40  horses,  destroyed  all  their 
subsistence  stores,  including  some  flour  recently  stolen  from  a citizen, 
all  their  bedding,  clothing,  ammunition,  and  some  arms.  The  enemy 
fired  but  one  volley,  and  at  once  disappeared  in  the  thick  underwood, 
where  pursuit  was  impossible. 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  Captain  Coleman  for  the  inge- 
nuity, courage,  and  energy  with  which  he  conducted  this  as  well  as 
other  attacks  upon  guerrillas,  or  to  the  zeal  and  bravery  of  the  men  of 
his  command,  in  seconding  the  labors  of  their  chief.  The  effect  of  this 
surprise  and  capture  is  most  damaging  to  the  designs  of  Quantrill  in 
making  another  raid  upon  Kansas.  The  loss  of  horses  and  clothing  is 
to  him  worse  than  the  loss  of  men,  as  the  country  is  denuded  of  both. 

The  expedition  demoustrates  the  fact  that  Quantrill’s  band  is  still 
secreting  itself  in  Jackson  County,  though  evidently  preparing  for 
another  raid. 

The  bushwhackers  have  within  a day  or  two  burned  the  splendid  flour- 
ing mill  at  Lone  Jack. 
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To-morrow  morning  I shall  start  an  expedition  to  endeavor  the  cap- 
ture of  another  camp  of  the  guerrillas. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WEEK, 
Colonel , Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Ewing,  Commanding  District  of  the  Border. 


SEPTEMBER  15-18,  1863.— Scout  from  Greenfield,  Mo. 

Report  of  Maj.  Wick  Morgan , Seventh  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri 

Militia . 


Greenfield,  Mo.,  September  18, 1863. 

General:  On  the  11th  instant  I sent  Captain  [E.  J.]  Morris  out  to 
the  head  of  Cedar,  to  assist  a Union  man  to  move  out,  when  a band  of 
rebels  run  on  to  him,  and  caught  Private  Samuel  Downing  and  mur- 
dered him.  He  had  thirty-two  bullets  shot  into  him  and  was  beaten 
up  with  his  musket. 

I started  out  on  the  15th  instant,  with  a detachment  of  70  men,  and 
returned  yesterday  evening ; traveled  90  miles ; killed  1 rebel ; ordered 
all  rebels  south  of  the  Federal  lines  ; I burned  everything  from  a pig- 
pen to  a mansion  on  Cedar  and  Horse  Creeks. 

The  band  that  killed  Downing  has  gone  out  south.  They  started  last 
Monday  morning.  There  were  about  100  rebs,  negroes,  women,  and 
children.  They  went  out  between  Horse  Creek  and  Lamar. 

I understand  there  are  some  bushwhackers  collecting  on  Big  Jack. 
I have  sent  a scout  to  ascertain  their  whereabouts  and  their  strength. 
I think  as  soon  as  I get  shut  of  the  rebel  women  in  these  parts  we  will 
have  peace. 

There  were  2 men  some  7 miles  east  of  town,  calling  themselves  sol- 
diers, stealing  horses.  They  stole  a horse  from  a Mr.  Gilmore,  as  loyal 
a man  as  there  is  in  Missouri.  One  of  the  men  was  William  Rowan, 
the  other  Ragsdale.  They  claim  to  belong  to  the  Second  Kansas.  They 
also  took  a horse  from  Samuel  Harris.  Please  send  the  horses  down 
by  Captain  Morris,  and  oblige,  yours,  respectfully, 

WICK  MORGAN, 

Major , Commanding. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil, 

Commanding  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri. 


SEPTEMBER  22-25,  1863. — Scout  in  La  Fayette  County,  Mo.,  and  skir- 
mishes. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Bazel  F.  Lazear , First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry . 

Hdqrs.  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Lexington , September  27,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  morning  of  the 
22d  instant,  I left  this  place,  with  140  men  of  Companies  B,  H,  L,  and 
M,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  for  a scout  in  the  eastern  part 
of  this  county.  At  the  same  time  I ordered  100  men  of  Companies  C, 
I,  and  K,  from  Warrensburg  to  the  headwaters  of  Black  water  and 
Davis  Creek.  I have  no  official  report  from  them  yet,  but  learn  they 
are  doing  good  work.  I returned  to  this  place  on  the  25th,  having  had 
a severe  skirmish  in  the  brush  on  the  Tabo  on  the  22d,  which  resulted 
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in  the  killing  of  1,  wounding  2 (since  dead),  capturing  8 horses,  5 re- 
volvers, 1 carbine,  1 double-barrel  shot-gun.  Our  casualty  was  1 killed, 
a Mr.  Sullivan,  who  was  acting  as  guide.  In  another  skirmish,  on  the 
24th,  we  killed  another;  captured  his  horse  and  equipments  and  re- 
volver. We  brought  in  6 prisoners,  3 of  whom  have  everything  neces- 
sary to  prove  them  bushwhackers,  except  we  could  not  find  their  arms. 

The  result  of  the  scout  was  4 killed,  6 prisoners,  17  horses  and  1 
mule,  13  horse  equipments,  6 revolvers,  2 guns,  and  1 carbine.  The 
body  of  the  guerrillas  seem  to  be  west  of  us.  Captain  [M.]  Morris,  Com- 
pany A,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  reports  that  on  the  22d 
he  surprised  Marchbanks  on  the  Double  Branches,  in  Bates  County, 
capturing  18  horses  and  equipments,  18  guns,  their  camp  equipage,  and 
Marchbanks’  private  papers.  Thinks  none  were  killed. 

Very  respectfully, 

B.  F.  LAZEAB, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

General  Brown,  Comdg.  List,  of  Central  Mo .,  Jefferson  City. 


SEPTEMBER  22-0CT0BER  26,  1863.— Shelby’s  Raid  in  Arkansas  and 

Missouri. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  ETWENTS. 

Sept.  22,  1863.—  Shelby’s  command  sets  out  from  Arkadelphia,  Ark. 

27,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Moffat’s  Station,  Franklin  County,  Ark. 

Oct.  4,  1863. — Action  at  Neosho,  Mo. 

Skirmish  at  Oregon,  or  Bowers’  Mill,  Mo. 

5,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Greenfield,  Mo. 

Skirmish  at  Stockton,  Mo. 

6,  1863. — Affair  at  Humansville,  Mo. 

7,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Warsaw,  Mo. 

9,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Cole  Camp,  Mo. 

10,  1863. — Affair  at  Tipton,  Mo. 

Skirmish  at  Syracuse,  Mo. 

Affair  at  La  Mine  Bridge,  Mo. 

11-12,  1863. — Skirmishes  at  Boonville,  Mo. 

12,  1863. — Skirmishes  at  Merrill’s  Crossing  and  Dug  Ford,  near  Joneshorongh, 

Mo. 

13,  1863. — Action  at  Marshall,  Mo. 

14,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Scott’s  Ford,  Mo. 

15,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Cross  Timbers,  Mo. 

16,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Johnstown,  Mo. 

Skirmish  on  Deer  Creek,  Mo. 

Skirmishes  near  and  at  Humansville,  Mo. 

17,  1863.— Skirmish  in  Cedar  County,  Mo. 

18,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Carthage,  Mo. 

24,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Harrisonville,  Mo. 

Skirmish  at  Buffalo  Mountains,  Ark. 

26,  1863. — Skirmish  in  Johnson  County,  Ark. 

REPORTS.* 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  B.  Brown,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  Central 
Missouri,  of  operations  October  6-26. 

See  also  Schofield’s  report,  p.  12,  and  “ Correspondence,  etc.,”  Part  II. 
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No.  '2.— Lieut.  Col.  Bazel  F.  Lazear,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  of  opera- 
tions October  7-19. 

No.  3. — Col.  George  H.  Hall,  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  of  operations 
October  7-20. 

No.  4.— Maj.  George  W.  Kelly,  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  of  the  action 
at  Marshall,  Mo. 

No.  5. — Maj.  William  Gentry,  Fifth  Provisional  Regiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia, 
of  operations  October  7-17. 

No.  6. —Col.  John  F.  Philips,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  of  operations 
October  6-18. 

No.  7. — Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  T.  Crittenden,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

No.  8. — Maj.  Emory  S.  Foster,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  of  skirmish 
near  Cole  Camp. 

No.  9. — Capt.  H.  A.  Yarnell,  Ninth  Provisional  Regiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia, 
of  action  at  Marshall,  Mo. 

No.  10. — Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil,  U.  S.  Army,  of  operations  October  9-27. 

No.  11.— Col.  John  Edwards,  Eighteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  of  operations  October  6-12. 

No.  12.— Maj.  Austin  A.  King,  Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  of  skirmishes  near 
and  at  Humansville,  Mo. 

No.  13. — Capt.  Charles  B.  McAfee,  Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  of  action  at 
Neosho,  Mo. 

No.  14.— Capt.  Henry  Y.  Stall,  Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  of  action  at 
Neosho,  Mo. 

No.  15.— Maj.  Edward  B.  Eno,  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  of  action  at 
Neosho,  Mo. 

No.  16.— Col.  John  D.  Allen,  Seventh  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  of  action 
at  Neosho,  Mo. 

No.  17.— Maj.  Wick  Morgan,  Seventh  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  of  skir- 
mish at  Greenfield,  Mo. 

No.  18. — Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  (Union),  of  operations 
October  15-21. 

No.  19. — Capt.  De  Witt  C.  Hopkins,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  (Union),  of  skirmish  on 
Deer  Creek. 

No.  20. — Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  jr.,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  the 
Border,  of  operations  October  12-21. 

No.  21. — Maj.  Richard  H.  Brown,  Twelfth  Missouri  Cavalry,  District  of  Saint  Louis, 
of  operations  October  9-19. 

No.  22. — Lieut.  Col.  Quinn  Morton,  Twenty-third  Missouri  Infantry,  District  of  Rolla, 
of  operations  October  7-22. 

No.  23. — Brig.  Gen.  Colly  B.  Holland,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 

No.  24. — Col.  Joseph  O.  Shelby,  Fifth  Missouri  Cavalry  (Confederate),  commanding 
expedition,  of  operations  September  22-November  3. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  B.  Broivn , U.  8.  Army , commanding  Dis- 
trict of  Central  Missouri , of  operations  October  6-26. 

Headquarters  in  the  Field, 

Sedalia , Mo .,  October  10, 1863 — 3 p.  m. 

General  : I moved  with  eleven  companies  of  Missouri  State  Militia 
and  two  pieces  First  Missouri  State  Militia  battery  from  Osceola  to  this 
place  yesterday.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lazear,  with  700  men  and  three 
pieces  of  light  artillery,  of  the  Missouri  State  Militia,  is  following  the 
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enemy  from  Cole  Camp.  I sent  Major  Kelly,  with  300  men,  at  day- 
light this  morning  down  the  railroad,  with  orders  to  act  against  the 
enemy,  in  conjunction  with  Colonel  Lazear,  or  toward  Brownsville,  if 
he  found  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  railroad.  He  has  reported  that  a 
force  of  200  men  passed  through  Otterville,  toward  Syracuse,  burning 
the  bridge  and  block-houses  at  the  La  Mine.  The  guard  abandoned  it 
without  firing  a gun.  They  could  have  protected  the  bridge  and  defended 
themselves  if  they  had  made  the  eifort. 

I have  just  received  dispatches  from  the  west.  Colonel  Weer  was  at 
Clinton  yesterday  with  500  men.  There  were  about  400  there  before. 
General  Ewing  will  be  at  Warrensburg  to-day  with  500  men.  I have 
dispatched  to  them  the  situation  of  the  enemy. 

There  appears,  from  the  information  I have,  a breaking  up  of  the 
enemy’s  forces.  They  are  in  small  bodies  to  the  southeast  of  this  point. 

I have  sent  small  scouting  parties  out  to  obtain  information  of  the 
movements  of  the  rebels.  I have  failed  in  getting  a telegram  to  you 
by  Kansas  City. 

I am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  BBOWK, 

Brigadier- General  of  .Volunteers,  Commanding . 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


Marshall,  Mo.,  October  13, 1863—3  p.  m. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  troops  under  my  com- 
mand attacked  the  enemy’s  forces,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph 
Shelby,  at  this  place  this  morning,  and,  after  five  hours’  hard  fighting, 
defeated  him,  capturing  his  artillery  and  a large  number  of  small-arms 
and  part  of  his  train.  The  list  of  casualties  is  large  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy.  Ours  quite  severe.  The  enemy  is  being  pursued  in  every 
direction.  They  may  concentrate  again. 

I am,  very  truly,  yours, 

E.  B.  BKOWK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Major-General  Schofield. 


Headquarters  in  the  Field, 

Marshall , Mo.,  October  13,  1863 — 6 p.  m. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  after  following  the  en- 
emy through  Cole  Camp,  Syracuse,  and  Boonville,  skirmishing  with 
his  rear  all  the  distance,  he  was  forced  to  make  a stand  at  Merrill’s 
Crossing  of  the  Salt  Fork  Kiver,  a point  8 miles  southwest  of  Arrow 
Kock  and  about  the  same  distance  from  Marshall,  and  commenced  a 
skirmishing  fight  at  6 o’clock  on  the  evening  of  the  12th,  in  the  midst 
of  a cold,  driving  rain.  We  fought  him  as  long  as  we  could  see,  and 
lay  down  on  our  arms  in  the  rain  during  the  night.  At  3 o’clock  this 
morning,  I detached  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lazear,  with  about  900  men, 
with  orders  to  move  to  the  south,  avoiding  the  route  of  the  enemy,  and 
intercept  him,  if  possible,  at  Marshall,  and  bring  on  an  engagement, 
while  I followed  him  (the  enemy)  with  the  balance  of  my  command. 
The  result  was  as  I had  hoped.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lazear  moved  on 
in  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  an  engagement  commenced  at  8 a.  m. 
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The  enemy  had  possession  of  the  ford  on  my  arrival,  and  checked  my 
advance  for  a few  moments,  but,  by  making  a detour  to  the  left,  I found 
another  crossing,  and  gained  a position  in  their  rear  on  the  bank  of  the 
creek,  along  which  they  were  formed.  They  soon  gave  way,  and  broke 
through  the  dense  timber  and  brush  which  for  a mile  and  a half  fringed 
the  borders  of  the  creek.  By  throwing  a force  through  their  center,  their 
forces  were  divided,  part  being  driven  east  toward  Arrow  Rock,  and 
part,  under  Shelby,  to  the  northwest,  both  bodies  pursued  by  our  vic- 
torious troops. 

I was  misinformed  when  I reported  to  you  by  telegraph  to-day  that 
the  enemy’s  artillery  had  been  captured.  We  got  his  best  gun,  an  iron 
10-pounder  (Parrott  pattern),  originally  in  Bledsoe’s  battery,  but  he 
succeeded  in  getting  away  with  one  piece  (since  captured),  a brass 
6 pounder,  that  was  captured  from  me  at  Springfield  on  the  8th  of  Jan- 
uary. I am  unable  to  give  a correct  account  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 
Ours,  including  all  our  losses  from  Cole  Camp  to  this  place  and  the 
fight  of  to-day,  will  not  exceed  30.  Of  the  enemy,  I am  officially  advised 
that  53  dead  have  been  found  in  the  brush,  and  98  seriously  wounded, 
who  have  been  left  at  the  hospitals  here  and  at  the  houses  on  the  road 
in  the  vicinity.  They  lost  a considerable  number  in  the  different  attacks 
we  made  on  the  march.  At  Merrill’s  we  found  16  dead  in  the  morning 
after  the  skirmish.  At  Larnier’s  Crossing  they  lost  9 killed.  We  have 
taken  a number  of  prisoners,  and  they  are  coming  in  hourly.  A portion 
of  their  train  was  captured.  I think  they  are  effectually  broken  up,  and 
I shall  not  give  them  time  to  rally  or  concentrate.  The  pursuit  and 
fighting  has  been  done  by  the  Missouri  State  Militia  and  Enrolled  Mis- 
souri Militia.  I can  only  point  to  the  result  of  their  efforts  as  the  best 
commentary  on  their  gallantry  and  endurance.  For  the  past  three  days 
they  have  followed  and  engaged  the  enemy  night  and  day,  in  the  rain, 
without  subsistence,  except  that  gathered  by  the  wayside,  or  protection 
from  the  storm. 

I hope,  general,  that  the  department  will  recognize  the  value  of  the 
services  of  the  Missouri  State  Militia  by  furnishing  them  with  good 
arms.  Nearly  one-half  of  my  command  was  armed  only  with  navy 
revolvers,  purchased  by  themselves.  This  came  very  near  causing  a 
most  disastrous  defeat.  It  has  forced  me  to  move  with  less  rapidity 
and  great  caution.  The  enemy  were  completely  armed,  and  numbered 
nearly  2,000  men.  My  own  force  was  about  1,600.  At  an  early  day  I 
will  make  a more  full  report. 

I am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  BROWN, 

Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers , Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  Missouri,  Saint  Louis. 


Sedalia,  Mo.,  October  15,  1863— -4  p.  m. 

General  : After  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  at  Marshall,  which  divided 
their  forces,  a part  of  my  command,  under  Colonel  Philips,  followed  the 
larger  body,  about  600  men,  under  Shelby,  which  moved  to  the  west  with 
a portion  of  their  train.  About  300,  under  Colonel  Hunter,  with  one 
piece  of  artillery,  which  they  managed  to  get  off  the  field,  moved  south- 
east and  crossed  the  Pacific  Railroad  between  Syracuse  and  Otterville 
last  night,  pursued  by  Major  Houts,  of  the  Seventh  Missouri  State 
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Militia.  This  force  will  probably  cross  the  Osage  in  the  vicinity  of 
Warsaw.  The  portion  pursued  by  Colonel  Philips  passed  south  between 
this  and  Warrensburg  last  night.  Colonels  Weer  and  Lazear,  who  moved 
west  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Marshall,  managed  to  get  in  ahead 
of  Colonel  Philips,  and  took  up  the  pursuit,  having  fresh  horses,  Colonel 
Philips  abandoning  the  pursuit.  I have  just  lea.ined  that  Hunter  was 
10  miles  east  of  Cole  Camp  at  11  this  morning,  closely  pursued  by 
our  troops.  I arrived  here  at  3 o’clock  this  morning,  and  have  ordered 
all  the  fresh  troops  under  Colonel  Hall  in  pursuit.  I am  informed 
that  Jackman,  Marchbanks,  and  Quan trill  are  in  the  border  counties, 
and  will  endeavor  to  form  a junction  at  some  point  south  of  the  Osage. 
Colonel  Philips  dispatches  that  the  enemy  is  running  like  wild  hogs, 
and  that  [he]  has  captured  all  their  train  and  ambulances,  and  two 
wagon  loads  of  ammunition. 

E.  B.  BROWN, 

Brigadier- General. 

Major-General  Schofield. 


Sedalia,  Mo.,  October  16, 1863. 

General  : Major  Houts  was  with  me  in  all  my  rapid  marches  pur- 
suing the  enemy  from  Marshall,  after  his  defeat,  as  long  as  was  neces- 
sary, as  I had  sent  a fresh  force  from  here,  under  Colonel  Hall,  who 
has  taken  up  the  pursuit.  The  stragglers  and  convalescents  are  not 
required.  Commanding  officers  of  sub-districts  are  ordered  to  relieve 
them. 

The  operator  at  Saint  Joseph,  in  the  first  instance,  refused  to  receive 
my  dispatch  to  you  yesterday  morning,  and  did  not  forward  it  last 
night. 

The  enemy  was  9 miles  east  of  Cole  Camp  at  11  a.  m.  yesterday,  and 
Colonel  Hall  was  about  two  hours  behind  him.  I will  be  able  to  relieve 
General  Totten  by  Sunday. 

E.  B.  BROWN, 

Brigadier - General. 

Major-General  Schofield. 


Sedalia,  Mo.,  October  16,  1863. 

General:  Shelby  reports  on  the  route  of  his  retreat  his  losses  in 
killed  and  wounded  in  the  different  fights  at  over  400  men.  This  agrees 
with  my  advices  from  other  sources.  Our  loss  will  not  exceed  30. 

E.  B.  BROWN, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Schofield. 


Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  27,  1863. 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  16th  instant  Lieuten- 
ant Devinney,  Fifth  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  attacked  a 
small  band  of  Shelby’s  scattered  raiders  in  Clinton  County ; killed  4,  and 
captured  their  arms  and  3 horses. 

On  the  17th,  Major  Pugh  attacked  another  band  of  the  same  force  in 
Cedar  County,  killing  5,  wounding  2,  and  capturing  3 prisoners,  with  a 
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number  of  horses,  arms,  equipments,  &c.  Thirteen  of  the  same  com- 
mand have  surrendered  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  post  at  Lex- 
ington. 

I am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  BROWN, 

Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers , Commanding. 
Maj.  Oliver  D.  Greene; 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Saint  Louis , Mo. 


Headquarters  District  of  Central  Missouri, 

Jefferson  City , Mo.,  October  28,  1863.-  i 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  6th  instant,  while  at 
Clinton,  Henry  County,  I received  a dispatch  from  the  major-general 
commanding,  advising  me  that  a rebel  force,  1,400  strong,  under  Shelby, 
had  entered  the  southwest  corner  of  the  State,  and  was  moving  north, 
and  that  it  might  become  necessary  to  concentrate  the  troops  in  this  dis- 
trict, and  that  co-operation  with  the  commands  of  Brigadier-General 
Ewing  might  be  required.  Acting  upon  this  information,  I ordered  all 
the  available  force  in  the  district  to  concentrate  at  Sedalia,  Warrens- 
burg,  Clinton,  and  Warsaw,  and  that  2,000  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  be 
called  into  active  service. 

Upon  receiving  information,  deemed  reliable,  that  the  enemy  had  ad- 
vanced as  far  north  as  Stockton,  and  was  moving  west  from  that  point, 
and  that  a rebel  force  under  Quantrill  was  in  the  border  counties,  for 
the  purpose  of  uniting  with  Shelby,  I marched  with  about  600  men  to 
Osceola,  while  Colonel. Weer  was  at  Butler  with  500,  and  General  Ewing 
at  Harrisonville  with  about  an  equal  force,  prepared  to  meet  the  enemy 
in  front. 

Soon  after  arriving  at  Osceola,  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  instant,  I 
learned  that  my  information  was  incorrect,  and  that  the  enemy  had 
passed  Warsaw,  and  was  moving  toward  the  Pacific  Railroad.  I ordered 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Lazear,  who  had  arrived  at  Clinton  with  the  First 
Missouri  State  Militia,  to  move  to  the  east  in  search  of  tbe enemy,  and, 
as  soon  as  my  horses  were  rested,  I marched  rapidly  to  Sedalia,  a dis- 
tance of  nearly  70  miles,  making  this  march  on  the  day  and  night  of  the 
9tb  instant. 

At  daylight  of  the  lOtb,  I ordered  Major  Kelly,  Fourth  Missouri 
State  Militia,  and  Major  Gentry,  Fifth  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri 
Militia,  with  all  their  available  force,  to  march  to  the  east  along  the 
Pacific  Railroad  and  harass  the  enemy,  and  prevent  his  advance,  and 
form  a junction  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lazear,  who  was  following  him 
from  Cole  Camp  toward  Syracuse.  In  the  night  of  the  10th,  I learned 
that  a detachment  from  the  enemy  had  burned  La  Mine  Bridge,  having 
captured  Captain  Berry  with  30  men  (who  were  left  to  guard  it),  with- 
out firing  a gun,  and  that  he  was  moving  toward  Boonville,  closely  fol- 
lowed by  the  uuited  forces  of  Lazear,  Kelly,  Gentry,  and  a small  de- 
tachment of  the  Ninth  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  commanded 
by  Capt.  W.  D.  Wear,  making  in  all  about  1,000  men.  Major  Foster, 
Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia,  who  had  been  sent  with  about  100  men 
from  Osceola  to  Warsaw,  returned  to  Sedalia,  reporting  that  near  War- 
saw he  encountered  a gang  of  rebel  stragglers,  killing  5 of  them,  and 
that  he  had  fought  small  parties  of  the  enemy  nearly  all  the  way  to 
Cole  Camp. 

At  daylight  of  the  11th,  I marched  with  ten  companies  of  the  Seventh 
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Missouri  State  Militia  and  Thurber’s  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Battery, 
to  Otterville,  and  thence  to  a point  8 miles  from  Boonville,  on  the  Boou- 
ville  and  Georgetown  road  (McGruder’s),  where  I arrived  at  dark.  My 
scouts  reported  before  daylight  next  morning,  “No  signs  of  the  enemy 
west  of  Boonville.”  Believing  that  he  had  heard  of  my  approach,  and  had 
turned  to  the  east,  I moved  at  daylight  5 miles  east,  to  a point  8 miles 
south  of  Boonville,  with  a view  to  be  able  to  support  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Lazear,  if  necessary,  or  intercept  the  enemy  should  he  turn  east. 
At  the  same  time  I dispatched  a small  force,  under  Lieutenant  Houts, 
Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia,  toward  Boonville,  with  orders  to  drive 
in  the  advance  of  the  enemy  if  he  should  be  moving  southwest,  and  give 
me  the  earliest  information  of  the  direction  in  which  he  was  moving. 
Lieutenant  Houts  met  and  attacked  the  enemy’s  advance,  killing  1 and 
mortally  wounding  the  commanding  officer  and  2 others.  Learning 
that  the  enemy  had  moved  southwest  from  Boonville,  followed  by  Colo- 
nel Lazear’s  command,  I marched  back  to  the  point  I started  from, 
advising  Colonel  Lazear  that  I would  move  on  a line  parallel  with  and 
2 miles  south  from  his  column.  The  country  here  was  very  broken  and 
hilly,  with  narrow  gorges  covered  with  dense  brush.  To  prevent  the 
enemy  holding  us  in  check  with  a small  force,  I ordered  my  command 
rapidly  forward,  crossing  the  La  Mine  at  Salt  Spring,  above  the  mouth 
of  the  Blackwater,  turning  north,  crossing  that  stream,  and  attacked 
his  rear  guard,  forcing  the  enemy  to  make  a stand,  where  a sharp  fight 
commenced.  I pursued  the  enemy  closely,  Lazear  now  following  in  my 
rear  to  Jonesborough,  a point  9 miles  southwest  of  Arrow  Bock  and  about 
the  same  distance  from  Marshall,  on  Salt  Fork  of  the  La  Mine.  Here 
the  enemy  made  a stand,  and  opened  with  musketry  and  artillery.  We 
fought  him  until  dark,  in  the  midst  of  a drenching  rain.  The  men  were 
ordered  to  rest  on  their  arms,  occupying  the  original  battle-field  during 
the  night.  The  enemy  lost  16  killed  and  a number  wounded,  one  man 
of  Thurber’s  battery,  killed,  being  the  only  casualty  on  our  side.  Here 
I was  joined  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lazear’s  command,  my  united  forces 
consisting  of  the  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia,  Col.  J.  F.  Philips ; 
detachment  of  the  First  Missouri  State  Militia,  Lieut.  Col.  B.  F.  Lazear; 

. Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia,  Maj.  George  W.  Kelly ; Fifth  Provisional 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  Maj.  William  Gentry ; Ninth  Provisional  En- 
rolled Missouri  Militia,  Capt.  W.  D.  Wear,  and  four  small  guns  of  Thur- 
ber’s First  Missouri  State  Militia  Battery,  numbering  about  1,600  men. 

At  3 a.  m.  of  the  13  th,  I ordered  Lieutenant- Colon  el  Lazear  to  march 
with  his  command,  by  a road  to. the  left,  direct  to  Marshall.  At  day- 
break I marched  in  the  enemy’s  trail  toward  the  Arrow  Bock  and  Mar- 
shall road,  and  thence  toward  Marshall.  The  enemy  attacked  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Lazear  at  8 a.  m.  near  Marshall,  the  latter  occupying  the 
town.  I arrived  on  the  field  about  9.30  o’clock.  Finding  the  bridge  and 
ford  across  Salt  Fork  disputed  by  about  a regiment  of  the  enemy,  Majors 
Suess  and  Houts,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia,  with  three  companies 
and  two  pieces  of  Thurber’s  battery,  engaged  them,  and  covered  the 
crossing  of  the  main  force  about  three-fourths  of  a mile  below,  attacking 
the  enemy  on  his  left  flank,  while  Major  Suess,  after  crossing  the  bridge, 
attacked  them  in  rear.  The  enemy  soon  gave  way,  and,  on  being  hard 
pressed,  broke  in  every  direction,  losing  his  bestpiece  of  artillery,  a 10- 
pounder,  the  main  body  retreating  toward  Miami,  Colonel  Philips  tak- 
ing up  the  pursuit,  fighting  him  to  a point  6 miles  south  of  Miami  and 
10  miles  from  Marshall.  Here  Colonel  Philips  bivouacked  during  the 
night,  following  the  enemy  to  the  Missouri  Biver,  and  thence  south 
through  Waverly  next  day,  capturing  all  of  his  transportation,  ambrp 
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lances,  5 wagon  loads  of  fixed  ammunition,  500  pounds  rifle  powder, 
and  a number  of  mules  and  horses.  Part  of  the  rebel  force,  about  300, 
under  Hunter,  was  heard  from  moving  east,  and  I dispatched  Major 
Houts,  with  two  companies  of  the  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  and 
two  companies  of  the  Forty-third  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  commanded 
by  Captain  Hart,  in  pursuit.  Major  Kelly,  with  battalion  Fourth  Mis- 
souri State  Militia,  and  Gentry’s  battalion,  Fifth  Provisional  Enrolled 
Missouri  Militia,  marched  toward  Sedalia,  arriving  there  on  the  night 
of  the  14th.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lazear,  with  the  First  Missouri  State 
Militia,  marched  toward  Lexington,  pushing  forward  rapidly,  and  got 
ahead  of  Colonel  Philips,  who  gave  up  the  pursuit  (his  horses  being 
nearly  worn  out)  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lazear. 

Colonel  Weer,  of  General  Ewing’s  forces,  who  had  moved  north 
through  Clinton,  and  on  the  night  of  the  13th  had  arrived  at  a point 
10  miles  south  of  Marshall,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  marched 
west,  with  the  expectation  of  being  able  to  intercept  the  enemy  south 
of  Lexington,  shortly  after  relieved  Lazear’s  troops,  the  former  having 
fresh  horses,  and  pursued  the  enemy  west  of  Warrensburg. 

I returned  to  Sedalia  on  the  night  of  the  14th,  leaving  two  companies 
of  the  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  to  scout  the  country  east  and  west 
of  Marshall  as  far  as  the  Missouri  Biver,  for  stragglers  from  the  shat- 
tered rebel  forces. 

On  arrival  at  Sedalia,  I dispatched  Colonel  Hall,  Fourth  Missouri 
State  Militia,  with  fresh  troops,  in  pursuit  of  that  part  of  the  enemy 
which  had  gone  east,  and  had  crossed  the  Pacific  Bailroad,  near  Otter- 
ville,  relieving  Major  Houts’  command.  Colonel  Hall  followed  this  part 
of  the  forces  of  the  enemy  across  the  Osage,  and  gave  up  the  pursuit 
when  he  found  General  McNeil’s  troops  had  obtained  the  advance  with 
fresh  horses. 

As  soon  as  I became  satisfied  that  the  enemy  were  broken  up  into 
small  bodies,  scouting  parties  were  ordered  to  move  through  all  parts 
of  this  district  and  attack  straggling  bands,  and  secure  as  much  aban- 
doned property  as  possible.  This  has  been  successfully  done. 

The  enemy  entered  this  district  at  Warsaw  on  the  8th,  with  1,600  well- 
armed  men,  soon  increased  to  about  1,800  by  two  bands  that  joined  him 
from  the  east.  Within  twenty-four  hours  afterward  he  was  attacked, 
and  for  four  days  a running  fight  was  kept  up,  until  he  was  forced  to 
make  a stand  at  Marshall,  with  the  result  as  stated. 

When  the  raid  began,  the  troops  of  the  district  were  stationed  over  a 
tract  of  country  120  miles  square,  occupying  thirty-seven  posts.  In 
seven  days  they  were  concentrated,  and  marched  280  miles  (some  of  the 
commands  over  300),  without  trains,  and  but  a scanty  subsistence,  three 
days  and  nights  in  rain,  and  have  killed  and  wounded  a large  number 
of  the  enemy,  capturing  about  100  prisoners,  with  a part  of  his  artillery 
and  arms,  and  all  of  his  trains,  ambulances,  and  ammunition  wagons. 
As  the  skirmishing  and  fighting  extended  over  100  miles  of  thickly 
wooded  country,  no  reliable  report  of  the  exact  loss  of  the  enemy  can 
be  made. 

The  loss  on  our  side  was  5 killed,  26  wounded,  and  11  missing  and 
captured,  making  a total  of  42.  We  had  17  horses  killed,  34  wounded, 
and  61  broken  down  and  abandoned  on  the  march.  Total  loss  of  horses, 
112.  The  enemy  captured  from  us  at  Warsaw  2 wagons  and  camp  and 
garrison  equipage  for  one  company  (which  they  destroyed),  and  12  mules. 

The  accompanying  reports  of  Colonel  Philips,  Colonel  Hall,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Lazear,  and  Major  Kelly  will  explain  the  movements  of 
their  respective  commands. 
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The  troops  of  this  district  deserve  the  special  consideration  of  the 
major-general  commanding  for  their  courage,  endurance,  an(J  the  cheer- 
ful* manner  they  have  done  their  duty.  Without  being  invidious,  I may 
be  permitted  to  express  my  obligations  to  Col.  George  H.  Hall,  Col.  John 
F.  Philips,  Lieut.  Col.  B.  F.  Lazear;  Majors  Foster,  Houts,  Suess,  Kelly, 
Williams,  and  Gentry,  and  Captain  Thurber  for  their  active  co-opera- 
tion, and  to  the  members  of  my  staff,  Lieut.  Col.  T.  A.  Switzler,  Hr.  K. 
P.  Iiichardson,  and  Lieut.  B.  G.  Learning,  for  their  assistance. 

It  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  I refer  to  the  orderly  conduct  of  the 
troops,  in  the  respect  paid  to  the  rights  of  the  citizens,  notwithstand- 
iug  their  privations  and  exposure  on  their  fatiguing  marches. 

To  the  citizens  of  Sedalia  and  the  country  generally,  and  to  the  En- 
rolled Missouri  Militia,  who  readily  obeyed  the  call  “to  arms,”  the  State 
is  in  part  indebted  for  the  unsuccessful  issue  of  the  raid. 

I am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

’ J ’ E.  B.  BROWN, 

Brigadier- General  Volunteers , Commanding. 

Maj.  Oliver  D.  Greene, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Saint  Louis , Mo. 


Ko.  2. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  Bazel  F.  Lazear , First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry, of  operations  October  7-19. 

Hdqrs.  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Warrensburg , October  19,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  11  p.  in.,  7th  instant, 
Companies  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  K,  and  L,  First  Missouri  State  Mili- 
tia Cavalry  (Companies  B,  F,  G,  H,  and  L having  just  come  in  from 
Lexington  and  Wellington),  left  Warrensburg  for  Clinton,  where  we 
arrived  at  11  a.  m.  8th  instant;  marched  that  evening  and  night  to  Cal- 
houn ; 9th,  marched  from  Calhoun  to  Cole  Camp,  where  we  struck  the 
trail  of  Shelby,  who  wras  some  four  hours  ahead  of  us.  Shelby’s  men 
murdered  two  citizens  at  this  place  and  robbed  the  town  of  everything 

m Early  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  started  on  Shelby’s  trail,  pressing 
forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  passiug  on  through  Florence  to  Tipton, 
on  Pacific  Kailroad. 

The  enemy  plundered  the  country  as  they  passed  along  of  everything 
they  could  make  use  of.  Learned  :hat  Shelby’s  force  consisted  of  five 
regiments,  of  300  men  each,  one  battalion  of  100  men,  and  two  pieces  of 
artillery,  one  brass  6-pounder  and  one  iron  Parrott  9-pounder  gun,  and 
that  their  force  was  picked  from  twenty-three  regiments  for  the  raid. 

As  we  came  near  Tipton,  I learned  we  would  have  to  cross  a prairie 
some  4 miles,  and,  having  only  600  men  of  the  First  Missouri  State 
Militia  Cavalry  and  70  men  of  the  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia, 
under  Captain  Harst  and  Lieutenant  Becker,  who  fell  in  with  us  at 
Calhoun,  I deemed  it  best  not  to  expose  our  whole  force  to  view  on  the 
prairie.  We  halted  at  the  edge  of  the  brush,  selected  a very  favorable 
position,  and  formed  line  of  battle,  and  sent  forward  two  companies  to 
* reconnoiter.  When  we  arrived  at  Tipton,  we  found  a few  stragglers  left 
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in  town  ; killed  2 while  in  the  act  of  knocking  down  and  robbing  citi- 
zens, and  t^pk  1 prisoner.  After  the  main  column  moved  up,  we  learned 
that  the  enemy  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  some  3 miles  up  the 
railroad,  where  we  had  heard  some  cannon  shots,  but  supposed  it  was 
some  of  our  own  troops,  as  we  expected  every  hour  that  some  party 
would  certainly  head  them.  W e determined  to  go  up  and  give  them 
battle,  leaving  two  squadrons  to  protect  our  train,  but  found  they  had 
left,  and  returned  just  in  time  to  find  our  pickets  skirmishing  with  a 
body  of  men  advancing  from  the  east.  I felt  certain  thejr  were  Federal 
troops,  and  sent  an  order  to  Major  Mullins,  who  was  in  the  advance  with 
Companies  E and  H (and  goiug  at  a dash,  as  he  had  seen  the  advanc- 
ing party  fire  on  two  of  our  guidons  that  had  been  sent  out),  to  halt.  At 
the  same  time  a line  of  battle  was  formed,  and  another  attempt  made  to 
ascertain  who  the  party  was,  when  they  proved  to  be  a party  of  the  En- 
rolled Missouri  Militia  from  California.  The  officer  in  charge  of  their  ad- 
vance acted  very  badly  in  swearing  he  did  not  care  a damn  for  our  flags 
nor  who  we  were,  and  fired  on  two  men  who  went  forward  with  the  guidons 
to  learn  who  the  advancing  party  was.  Our  loss  in  this  skirmish  was 
one  horse  wounded.  It  being  now  dark  and  raining,  the  troops  were  biv- 
ouacked in  line  of  battle  for  the  night.  Lieutenant  Dailey,  Company 

D,  was  ordered,  with  50  men,  to  follow  the  trail  of  the  enemy  to  his 
pickets,  and  annoy  them  all  night,  to  prevent  their  getting  any  rest;  but, 
unfortunately,  being  entirely  incompetent,  he  only  went  out  4 miles  and 
returned,  and  did  not  report  until  6 o’clock  next  morning.  During  the 
night  we  were  joined  by  Major  Kelly  and  200  men  of  the  Fourth  Mis- 
souri State  Militia  Cavalry,  and  Major  Gentry  and  200  men  of  the  Fifth 
Provisional  Eegiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia.  Just  as  the  command 
was  moving  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  we  received  what  was  deemed 
reliable  information  that  the  enemy  was  at  Otterville  and  fighting.  We 
left  their  trail,  and  pushed  on  up  the  railroad  as  far  as  Syracuse,  where 
we  learned  the  report  was  false,  and  the  enemy  were  on  the  road  to 
Boonville.  Here  1 ordered  all  our  train,  except  two  ammunition  wagons, 
to  remain,  under  charge  of  Captain  Folmsbee,  with  his  company  (B). 
We  pushed  on  rapidly  to  Boonville,  coming  on  to  strong  picket  of  the 
enemy  just  at  dark,  4 miles  out  from  Boonville.  Their  pickets  were 
driven  from  their  positions,  when  we  again  bivouacked  in  line  of  battle, 
without  fires  and  nothing  to  eat.  Night  very  dark  and  rainy.  Were 
joined  this  evening  at  camp  by  Captain  Ware  [Wear?]  and  120  men  of 
the  Ninth  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 

Started  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  at  5 o’clock.  Pushed  on  rapidly 
through  Boonville  (as  we  expected  the  enemy  would  be  stopped  by  a 
torce  supposed  to  be  in  their  front),  when  the  advance,  composed  ot 
Captain  Darst’s  company  and  a detachment  under  Lieutenant  Becker, 
of  the  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  and  Companies  D and 

E,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  under  Major  Mullins,  came  in 
sight  of  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  as  they  left  their  camp.  Skir- 
mishing was  soon  commenced,  and  kept  up  almost  continuously,  lasting, 
in  one  place,  half  an  hour,  until  we  reached  Dug  Ford,  on  La  Mine. 
Here  the  enemy  left  a force  of  some  200  or  300  men  to  defend  the  ford. 
They  were  charged  on  by  Captain  Little  and  his  brave  Company  E, 
who  dashed  across  the  river,  receiving  a most  terrible  fire  from  the 
enemy,  only  a few  yards  distant,  which  resembled  a loud  crash  of 
thunder  more  than  a report  of  fire-arms;  but  they  were  routed,  and 
fled,  5 or  6 of  their  men  being  mortally  and  badly  wounded,  one  of 
whom  was  a lieutenant-colonel  of  Hunter’s  regiment  (wounded  in  the 
arm),  and  1 prisoner.  Company  E’s  loss  in  this  charge  was  2 killed  on 
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the  spot,  1 mortally,  2 severely,  and  2 slightly  wounded.  One  of  the 
latter,  Lieutenant  Hardesty,  had  three  balls  through  his  clothes,  one 
of  which  was  in  the  center  of  the  body,  but  was  turned  off  by  a breast- 
plate. His  and  Captain  Little’s  horses  were  wounded,  and  Lieutenant 
Madden’s  killed.  Besides  our  loss  here,  we  had  previously  lost  2 killed 
and  2 slightly  wounded  of  the  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia.  Up  to 
this  time  the  enemy’s  loss  was  8 killed,  4 prisoners,  and,  no  doubt,  a 
large  number  wounded. 

Major  Mullins  deserves  great  praise  for  the  manner  in  which  he  con- 
ducted the  advance  up  to  this  time.  Shortly  after  crossing  the  La  Mine, 
the  command  fell  in  your  rear,  when  our  work  for  the  day  ceased,  ex- 
cept moving  up  to  your  command,  where  you  had  the  skirmish  near 
Jonesborough.  The  detachment  of  the  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia 
joined  their  regiment  this  evening,  leaving  under  my  command  500  of 
the  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry ; 200  of  the  Fourth  Missouri 
State  Militia  Cavalry,  Major  Kelly;  200  of  the  Fifth  Provisional  Regi- 
ment Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  Major  Gentry,  and  120  men  of  the  Ninth 
Provisional  Regiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  under  Captain  Ware 
[Wear  *],  making  an  aggregate  of  1,020  men.  At  11  p.  m.  we  bivouacked 
m line  of  battle.  At  5 a.  m.  on  the  13th,  moved  for  Marshall,  reaching 
that  place  at  7 o’clock,  placing  pickets  on  the  different  roads,  and  fed. 
In  a short  time  the  pickets  on  the  road  east  of  town  reported  the  enemy 
in  sight,  advancing  on  the  town.  “ To  horse !”  was  sounded,  and  Major 
McGhee,  in  command  of  Second  Battalion,  and  Captain  Ware  [Wear  ?], 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  were  ordered  to  take  position  on  a hill  south- 
east of  town,  and  hold  the  hill  at  all  hazards.  Major  Mullins,  with  the 
First  Battalion,  except  Company  F,  was  ordered  to  dismount  and  take 
the  center;  Company  L on  the  left  of  the  battalion,  in  the  town,  and 
Major  Gentry  and  his  command  on  the  left,  and  Major  Kelly  and  his 
command  and  Company  F held  as  reserve  in  rear  of  our  two  small 
pieces  of  artillery. 

The  enemy  opened  with  his  artillery  on  Major  McGhee’s  column  be- 
fore he  got  his  position,  killing  1 horse  in  Company  C the  second  round. 
By  the  time  Major  McGhee’s  battalion  were  dismounted  and  got  in  posi- 
tion, a large  body  of  the  enemy  were  advancing  to  take  the  hill  he 
(McGhee)  was  ordered  to  hold.  They  were  repulsed  by  Major  McGhee’s 
riflemen  in  gallant  style,  and  he  continued  to  hold  the  hill  until  the 
enemy  gave  way.  The  second  point  of  attack  by  the  enemy  was  on  the 
center,  Major  Mullins,  where  the  gallant  boys  of  the  First  Battalion 
resisted  and  drove  back  three  separate  charges  of  the  enemy,  with  heavy 
loss  to  them.  At  the  same  time  our  two  small  pieces  opened  on  the 
enemy,  but  could  not  reach  them,  as  we  had  no  ammunition  but  canis- 
ter. Took  a new  position  with  our  artillery  within  250  yards  of  the 
enemy’s  guns,  when  a most  desperate  charge  was  attempted  on  our 
pieces.  The  support  on  the  left  of  the  pieces  (Major  Gentry’s  command) 
fell  back  in  confusion  without  firing  a gun.  Four  gunners  at  one  gun 
wounded,  and  all  support  gone,  the  pieces  were  ordered  to  fall  back  to 
the  edge  of  the  town,  where  the  whole  force  was  rallied  and  placed  in 
good  position,  and  gallantly  held  their  position  against  several  charges 
until  the  enemy  began  to  fall  ba°k,  when  our  whole  lines  were  advanced 
after  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  the  left  of  the  line  was  made  secure,  Major 
Kelly’s  battalion  was  ordered  north  and  to  our  left,  to  watch  and  pre- 
vent any  attempt  the  enemy  might  make  to  outflank  us  on  our  left.  We 
were  in  this  position  when  you  arrived  upon  the  ground.  The  battle  had 
been  going  on  some  two  or  three  hours.  Up  to  this  time,  and  for  the 
first  hour  and  a half,  it  was  very  severe.  It  was  after  your  arrival,  and 
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after  the  enemy  was  in  fall  retreat,  with  the  loss  of  his  Parrott  gun, 
which  was  disabled  and  abandoned,  that  Major  Kelly  and  his  battalion 
of  the  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  made  his  gallant  charge, 
cutting  the  enemy’s  lines  in  two  and  scattering  his  forces.  Our  casual- 
ties were  very  light,  owing  to  our  advantageous  position  and  to  the 
fact  that  our  men  fought  most  of  the  time  lying  down  on  the  ground. 
Killed,  none ; wounded,  2 dangerously,  3 seriously,  and  2 slightly.  Two 
horses  killed;  my  own  wounded  badly  twice,  and  several  slightly.  With 
the  exception  of  one  or  two  cases,  officers  and  men  acted  bravely,  and 
did  their  work  coolly,  calmly,  and  with  a will.  Allow  me  here  to  thank 
Major  Kelly,  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  for  the  voluntary 
aid  he  rendered  me,  his  command  being  held  in  reserve.  He  spent  the 
most  of  his  time  with  me  during  the  engagement,  and  too  much  praise 
cannot  be  bestowed  upon  him  for  the  services  rendered  me. 

As  soon  as  the  battle  ended,  I was  ordered  by  you  with  the  First 
Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  to  Lexington,  to  take  care  of  that  place 
and  the  Sixth  Sub-District.  Owing  to  some  of  the  command  taking  the 
wrong  road,  it  was  late  when  we  started  for  Lexington  ; lost  the  way 
several  times  in  the  night,  and  the  men  so  worn  out  with  hunger  and 
the  want  of  sleep  that  they  were  falling  from  their  horses  while  march- 
ing, and  I thought  it  best  to  halt  half-way  between  Marshall  and  Lexing- 
ton, near  a road  leading  directly  south  from  Waverly.  In  about  three 
hours  a scout  I had  sent  out  reported  the  enemy  crossing  the  road  9 
miles  farther  west,  and  going  in  the  direction  of  Sedalia.  Started  im- 
mediately, and  when  we  struck  the  trail  found  it  was  some  500  to  700 
of  Shelby’s  men,  and  Shelby  with  them,  retreating  south  by  the  way  of 
Warren sburg.  They  had  no  train,  and  were  moving  rapidly.  This  was 
a hard  day’s  march  on  us,  as  the  rebels  kept  bearing  in  the  direction  of 
Warrensburg.  We  rode  at  a trot  and  gallop  most  of  the  afternoon, 
reaching  Davis  Creek  at  the  crossing  of  the  Lexington  and  Warrensburg 
road  a little  before  sundown.  Shelby  went  up  the  creek,  struck  the 
Columbus  road,  but  in  a short  distance  left  that  road  and  bore  in  the 
direction  of  Warrensburg.  We  left  his  trail  at  Davis  and  took  the  road 
direct  to  Warrensburg,  where  we  arrived  at  9 o’clock,  having  been  for 
the  last  four  days  without  rations,  and  little  or  nothing  to  get  to  eat  on 
the  road. 

[October]  15,  moved  out  near  Kose  Hill.  Learned  that  Shelby  had 
passed  Holden  at  2 a.  m.,  and  General  Ewing  having  started  out  south, 
I knew  it  was  useless  to  follow  any  longer.  As  our  horses  had  been 
under  the  saddle  for  eight  days  and  nights,  and  the  men  four  days  with- 
out rations,  we  were  broken  down,  and  returned  to  camp.  During  the 
whole  march,  officers  and  men  stood  up  to  their  work  like  soldiers,  and 
never  made  a complaint. 

The  following  is  a list  of  casualties  at  Dug  Ford,  on  La  Mine  River, 
October  12,  1863 : * 

In  addition  to  the  above,  2 men  of  the  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia 
were  killed,  and  2 slightly  wounded  same  day,  names  not  known.  One 
horse  killed  and  5 wounded. 

Casualties.  October  13,  1863,  at  the  battle  of  Marshall,  2 officers  and 
5 men  wounded  ; 2 horses  killed  and  1 wounded. 

This  comprises  all  our  casualties.  We  captured  but  little  property, 
as  we  were  in  pursuit  all  the  time ; did  not  stop  to  pick  up  property ; saw 
large  numbers  of  horses  and  mules  abandoned  and  left  in  the  enemy’s 
camp  and  on  the  road. 

* Nominal  list  shows  2 men.  killed,  1 man  mortally  wounded,  and  1 officer  and  2 
men  wounded. 
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Leaving  all  the  detachments  under  my  command,  except  the  First 
Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  at  Marshall,  I have  no  report  of  their 
casualties  at  Marshall. 

lam,  general,  very  respectfully, 

B.  F.  LAZEAE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , 

Commanding  Detachment  in  the  Field. 

Brigadier-General  Brown, 

Commanding  District  of  Central  Missouri. 


Hdqrs.  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Warrensburg , October  31,  1863. 

Captain  : In  my  official  report  to  the  commanding  general  of  Cen- 
tral District  of  Missouri  of  the  expedition  against  Shelby,  I omitted  to 
mention  the  very  valuable  services  rendered  me  by  the  two  detachments 
of  the  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia,  and  particularly  the  detachment 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Becker.  He  and  his  men,  being  acquainted 
with  the  country,  were  in  the  advance  the  most  of  the  time,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  the  engagement  at  Dug  Ford,  participated  in  all  the  skir- 
mishes of  October  13,  and,  as  I am  informed  by  Major  Mullins,  who  was 
in  command  of  the  advance,  acted  their  part  bravely,  losing  2 men 
killed  and  2 slightly  wounded.  I make  this  amendment  to  my  report, 
as  I wish  to  do  full  justice  to  all  officers  and  men,  particularly  so  to 
detachments  of  other  regiments  who  were  under  my  command. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully, 

B.  F.  LAZEAE, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , 

Commanding  Detachment  in  the  Field. 

Capt.  James  H.  Steger, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  Central  Missouri. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Col.  George  H.  Hall , Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , 
of  operations  October  7-20. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Marshall , Mo.,  October  23,  1863. 

Major  : In  obedience  to  circular  order  from  Headquarters  Central  Dis-  ‘ 
trict  of  Missouri,  Jefferson  City,  October  19,  1863,  I have  to  report  that, 
on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant,  I received  orders  to  march  with  the 
troops  under  my  command  to  Sedalia,  Mo.,  and  there  await  further  orders. 
With  three  squadrons  of  the  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  and 
a section  of  Thurber’s  Missouri  State  Militia  battery,  under  command 
of  Lieutenant  Newgent,  I arrived  at  Sedalia,  Mo.,  on  the  evening  of  the 
7th  instant;  distance,  35  miles.  Company  A,  Fourth  Missouri  State 
Militia  Cavalry,  being  on  a scout  near  Waverly,  reached  Sedalia  on  the 
evening  of  the  8th  instant. 

About  12  m.  of  the  8th  instant,  I received  information  that  Shelby, 
with  his  rebel  force,  estimated  at  2,000  men,  had  captured  Warsaw  and 
dispersed  the  Federal  troops  stationed  at  that,  post  (which  was  40  miles 
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south  of  Sedalia),  and  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  toward  Sedalia. 
I immediately  sent  a detachment  toward  Warsaw  and  other  detachments 
on  the  several  roads  leading  southeast  and  southwest  from  Sedalia,  to 
ascertain  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  I also  ordered  the  quartermaster 
and  commissary  at  Sedalia  to  ship  by  railroad  the  public  stores  in  their 
possession  to  Jefferson  City.  I also  had  breastworks  made  of  railroad 
ties  and  bales  of  hay,  and  barricaded  the  streets,  and  had  the  citizens 
called  out.  The  constant  scouting  necessary  to  watch  the  enemy  at  so 
great  a distance  was  very  laborious.  Maj.  William  Gentry,  with  about 
60  men  of  the  Fifth  Provisional  Regiment  of  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia, 
was  very  active,  and  did  all  that  his  small  force  could  do. 

At  noon  of  the  9th  instant,  I ascertained  that  the  enemy  were  on  the 
march  and  going  toward  Cole  Camp  from  Warsaw.  At  1 p.  m.  I learned 
that  the  enemy  had  passed  Cole  Camp,  on  the  road  leading  to  Syracuse, 
at  noon,  and  at  3 p.  m.  I learned  from  my  scouts. that  the  enemy  were,  at 
1 p.  in.,  5 miles  beyond  Cole  Camp,  on  the  road  to  Syracuse.  All  the 
commanding  officers  of  co-operating  forces  were  kept  advised  of  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  by  telegrams  and  by  messengers,  so  far  as  I 
could  learn  their  positions.  At  5 p.  m.  Major  Foster,  with  about  80 
men,  came  to  Sedalia  from  General  Brown’s  forces,  bringing  4 prisoners 
captured  by  him,  and  confirming  the  news  already  sent  off  by  me.  The 
forces  were  kept  in  readiness  to  march  on  the  enemy  at  a moment’s 
warning. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant,  at  daybreak  (General  Brown  hav- 
ing arrived  at  Sedalia),  Major  Kelly,  with  four  squadrons  Fourth  Mis- 
souri State  Militia  Cavalry,  with  Major  Gentry  and  the  men  of  the  Fifth 
Provisional  Regiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  heretofore  mentioned, 
marched  east  after  the  enemy.  At  about  3 p.  m.  Major  Kelly  struck 
the  enemy.  His  report  is  herewith  filed  as  a j>art  of  my  own. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant,  I was  again  left  in  command  of 
the  post  of  Sedalia. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant,  I received  orders  to  take  what 
men  were  at  Sedalia  on  the  14th  instant  that  were  mounted,  and  ascer- 
tain where  a portion  of  the  enemy  were  that  had  gone  in  a southeast 
direction  from  Marshall  on  the  13th  instant.  I marched  first  to  Cole 
Camp.  Kot  hearing  anything  definite,  I continued  east  from  Cole  Camp 
till  nightfall. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant,  I struck  the  trail  of  the  enemy 
near  Buffalo  Mills.  The  enemy  were  going  toward  Duroc,  and  were 
twenty -four  hours  ahead  of  me.  1 continued  on  their  trail,  and,  after 
traveling  on  the  road  from  Duroc  to  Linn  Creek  about  5 miles,  tbeir 
trail  gave  out.  I ascertained  that  about  40  Federal  soldiers  had  met 
their  advance  at  that  point,  had  bad  a skirmish  with  the  enemy,  and 
' that  the  enemy  had  then  left  the  road  in  a westerly  direction.  It  was 
near  night  before  I could  find  their  trail.  I would  have  to  wait  till 
morning  before  I could  follow  it,  which  would  give  the  enemy  thirty-six 
hours  the  start  of  me.  The  Federal  forces  south  of  the  Osage  River  had 
come  in  contact  with  the  enemy.  The  enemy  were  traveling  rapidly, 
and  using  every  effort  to  get  south.  1 therefore  abandoned  farther 
pursuit,  and  returned  to  Sedalia,  thence  to  Marshall,  Mo. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  H.  HALL, 

Colonel  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry . 

Maj.  Henry  Suess, 

Chief  of  Cavalry , Central  District  of  Missouri , Jefferson  City , Mo. 
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No.  4. 

Report  of  Maj.  George  W.  Kelly , Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , 
of  action  at  Marshall , Mo. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Marshall , iffo.,  October  22,  1863. 

Colonel  : I Lave  the  honor  to  report  that,  by  the  order  of  Brig.  Gen. 
E.  B.  Brown,  commanding  Central  District  of  Missouri,  I marched,  on 
the  morning  of  the  10th  instant,  with  Companies  A,  B,  E,  and  F,  of  the 
Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  and  some  60  men  of  the  Fifth 
Provisional  Begiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  under  Maj.  William 
Gentry  and  Captain  Brown,  down  the  Pacific  Eailroad,  to  find  the 
whereabouts  of  General  Jo.  Shelby  and  bis  raiders,  and  to  annoy  him  if 
found,  and  form  a junction  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lazear,  of  the  First 
Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry.  I struck  Shelby’s  pickets  at  the  town 
of  Syracuse  j skirmished  some  4 miles  east  of  Syracuse,  and  struck  the 
entire  force  of  the  enemy,  some  1,600  or  2,000,  with  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery ; forced  the  enemy  to  a stand ; opened  on  me  with  his  artillery. 
My  force  being  too  small,  I retired,  without  loss  or  injury,  to  Syracuse. 
I then  took  a circuitous  route,  and  formed  a junction  with  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Lazear,  same  evening  at  11  p.  m.,  at  Tipton,  Mo.  Distance 
traveled,  55  miles. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th,  left  Tipton  with  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lazear,  and  marched  to  Syracuse ; from  there  in  the  direction  of  Boon- 
ville,  Mo.  Struck  the  enemy’s  picket  about  4 miles  south  of  Boonville 
at  dark.  Animals  and  men  being  tired,  and  the  night  very  dark,  we 
lay  upon  our  arms  in  line.  Distance  traveled,  30  miles. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  marched  at  daylight  for  Boonville ; found 
the  enemy  had  encamped  5 miles  west,  on  the  Georgetown  road ; pushed 
on ; came  up  to  the  enemy’s  rear  guard,  skirmishing  all  day,  killing 
several  and  capturing  some  prisoners;  joined  General  Brown’s  command 
at  9.p.  m.;  lay  on  arms  in  line;  traveled  30  miles  to-day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  received  orders  to  march  at  4 a.  m.  direct 
to  Marshall,  Mo.;  marched  pursuant  to  orders;  arrived  at  Marshall 
about  7 a.  m. ; found  no  enemy;  ordered  men  to  feed  horses;  picketed 
different  roads.  At  8 o’clock  pickets  on  the  road  east  of  Marshall,  lead- 
ing to  Arrow  Bock,  gave  the  alarm  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Lazear  ordered  me  to  hold  the  enemy  with  my  command 
until  he  could  get  his  line  formed.  I ordered  Capt.  Joe  Parke,  with 
Company  E,  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  down  to  skirmish 
with  the  enemy,  which  he  did  in  good  style.  I then  moved  my  other 
squadrons,  A,  B,  and  F,  to  his  support.  The  enemy  soon  made  his  ap- 
pearance in  force.  Lieu  tenant- Colonel  Lazear  opened  on  the  enemy  with 
two  small  guns  of  Johnson’s  battery,  Company  L,  First  Missouri  State 
Militia  Cavalry,  on  my  right,  doing  no  execution.  About  this  time  the 
roar  of  musketry  told  that  the  battle  had  begun.  The  enemy  made  a 
desperate  effort  to  force  his  way  into  town  on  the  road  from  the  east, 
but  was  repulsed. 

We  fought  some  three  hours,  when  the  roar  of  a different  gun  was 
heard  in  their  rear,  which  told  that  General  Brown  was  there.  In  a 
very  short  time  the  enemy  had  begun  his  retreat,  General  Shelby, 
with  about  two-thirds  of  the  command,  going  north  and  northwest,  and 
Colonel  Hunter,  who  was  cut  off  from  main  force,  going  east  some  8 
miles,  and  then  south  with  the  balance  of  command,  leaving  one  piece 
of  artillery  and  other  arms. 
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Officers  and  soldiers  of  my  command  behaved  well.  Casualties  in 
four  squadrons  of  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  under  my  com- 
mand, are  as  follows:  Company  A,  Privates  William  Frund  and  Ellis  Ed- 
wards, shot  in  the  neck  ; Company  B,  Second  Lieut.  William  McClelland, 
shot  in  the  thigh,  Private  George  Fitzwaters,  shot  in  the  knee ; Company 
E,  Privates  A.  J.  Bradley,  shot  in  the  thigh,  George  H.  Baughn,  in  the 
hand.  I had  6 horses  killed  and  14  wounded  in  the  command.  I followed 
up  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  Marshall  to  Van  suet’s,  12  miles  north- 
west, same  day,  killing  1 and  wounding  several;  encamped  for  the  night. 

October  14,  received  orders  to  march  my  command  back  to  Marshall. 
Arrived  at  Marshall  at  10  o’clock ; received  orders  to  march ; left  at  11 
a.  m.;  marched  to  Sedalia;  distance  traveled,  total,  180  miles. 

G.  W.  KELLY, 

Major  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia , Commanding  Detachment. 

Col.  George  H.  Hall, 

Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


Ko.  5, 

Report  of  Maj.  William  Gentry , Fifth  Provisional  Regiment  Enrolled 
Missouri  Militia , of  operations  October  7-17. 

Hdqrs.  First  Battalion  Fifth  Prov.  Begt.  E.  M.  M., 

Georgetown , Mo.,  October  31,  1863. 

In  accordance  with  an  order  issued  by  Col.  John  F.  Philips,  com- 
manding Third  Sub-District,  Central  District  of  Missouri,  of  which  the 
the  following  is  a copy,  to  wit : 

Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Third  Sub-Dist.,  Central  Dist.  of  Missouri, 

No.  — . 5 Sedalia , October  6,  1863. 

I.  Maj.  William  Gentry,  Fifth  Provisional  Regiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia, 
will  assume  command  of  the  post  of  Sedalia  until  further  orders. 


III.  Major  Gentry  will  so  dispose  of  his  forces  as  to  cover  Sedalia,  Dresden,  and 
the  bridge  on  the  Pacific  Railroad  in  Pettis  County. 

JOHN  F.  PHILIPS, 

Colonel  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Commanding  Sub-District. 

I took  command  of  the  post  at  Sedalia  on  the  7th  instant,  and  ordered 
Captain  Brown,  of  Company  E,  to  that  place  with  30  men,  and  proceeded 
to  organize  about  100  citizens,  and  fortified  the  place  as  best  we  could 
with  railroad  ties  and  bales  of  hay,  leaving  the  balance  of  Captain 
Brown’s  company  at  Dresden,  under  Lieutenant  Funk ; Lieutenant 
Satterwhite,  of  Company  D,  at  the  railroad  bridge  across  Big  Muddy, 
with  30  men,  as  a guard,  and  Sergt.  J.  E.  Bigg,  with  15  men,  at  George- 
town, to  guard  the  records  of  the  county,  &c.,  with  an  order  on  the  offi- 
cers at  the  different  posts  to  be  on  the  alert,  and,  if  we  should  be  attacked, 
to  proceed  at  once  to  Sedalia  with  their  several  commands.  In  this 
position  we  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  10th,  when  I ordered 
all  the  different  squads  of  my  command  to  be  at  Sedalia  by  7 o’clock  of 
that  morning,  which  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  and  at  about  7.30  o’clock 
we  started  in  the  direction  of  Tipton,  in  search  of  the  enemy.  Our  com- 
mand consisted  of  four  companies  of  the  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia, 
under  Major  Kelly,  and  parts  of  Companies  D and  E,  of  my  battalion, 
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about  100  men,  and  25  men,  under  Captain  Freund,  of  the  Sixtieth  Reg- 
iment Enrolled  Missouri  Militia.  As  Major  Kelly  was  the  ranking  offi- 
cer, we  were  placed  under  his  command.  We  proceeded  to  Smith  ton, 
where  the  rebels  had  been  the  night  previous  about  9 o’clock,  and  sacked 
the  town,  tore  down  the  telegraph  line,  &c. 

The  next  point  was  Otterville.  There  we  met  some  of  our  captured 
men  who  were  taken  at  the  bridge  the  night  previous.  The  rebels  did 
no  damage  nor  made  any  stay  at  Otterville.  They  procured  a guide, 
went  hurriedly  to  the  bridge,  where  we  had  Captain  Berry,  of  Company 
D,  with  28  men,  stationed.  They  captured  and  swore  or  paroled  the 
captain  and  17  of  his  men  $ the  rest  of  the  men  made  their  escape.  The 
enemy  burned  the  bridge,  block-house,  all  the  tents,  wagons,  commis- 
saries, &c.,  and  took  their  horses,  a lot  of  clothing,  &c.  They  left  the 
bridge  about  midnight,  in  the  direction  of  Syracuse.  We  made  no  halt 
at  any  of  these  places,  but  pushed  on  at  a brisk  gait  until  we  came  near 
Syracuse.  There  we  came  on  the  enemy’s  pickets  and  drove  them  in : run 
them  out  of  town.  Found  their  force  to  be  about  120  men.  We  pursued 
them  to  a point  of  timber  north  of  Tipton  j there  we  exchanged  quite  a 
number  of  shots  with  the  enemy ; captured  2 horses  and  some  goods 
that  were  taken  the  night  previous  at  Smithton.  Here  we  drove  out 
their  whole  force,  and,  after  they  shot  at  us  several  times  with  their 
cannon,  we  retired  out  of  their  reach  in  the  direction  of  Otterville. 
They  did  not  follow  us  far.  We  then  made  a detour  around  Syracuse, 
and  formed  a junction  with  Colonel  Lazear,  First  Missouri  State  Militia, 
at  Tipton  at  31  o’clock  that  night.  We  all  set  out  on  their  trail  next 
morning,  and  came  upon  their  pickets,  about  5 miles  from  Boonville,  at 
sundown,  and  drove  them  in.  We  pursued  them  on  the  following  morn- 
ing by  the  way  of  Boonville,  Choteau  Springs,  Dug  Ford,  on  the  La  Mine, 
Dick  Marshall’s,  on  Blackwater,  Salt  Fork,  near  Jonesborough,  skir- 
mishing at  intervals  all  day  long.  Wre  encamped  near  Jonesborough 
for  the  night.  We  were  posted  on  picket  that  night  without  fire,  it 
raining  during  the  whole  night.  Just  at  the  dawn  of  day  we  set  out 
with  the  commands  of  Colonel  Lazear,  Major  Kelly,  and  my  own,  by  a 
circuitous  route,  to  try,  if  possible,  to  head  the  enemy  at  Marshall,  which 
we  did. 

We  arrived  at  Marshall  about  7 o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  were 
ordered  to  get  breakfast  and  horse-feed  wherever  we  could,  which  order 
was  promptly  obeyed,  as  we  had  eaten  nothing  since  we  left  Tipton,  ex- 
cept just  as  we  could  catch  it.  We  made  apples  and  cabbage  suffer 
along  the  roadside.  We  scarcely  had  time  to  get  breakfast  for  our- 
selves and  horses  when  our  pickets  were  driven  in  by  the  enemy.  Captain 
Parke,  with  about  30  men,  was  ordered  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  whilst 
I was  ordered  to  support  him,  which  order  was  promptly  obeyed  on  the 
part  of  my  command.  I heard  the  rebel  officer  give  command  to  his 
command  for  every  fourth  man  to  hold  horses,  whereupon  I followed 
his  example.  My  men  fought  well ; did  as  good  service  as  any  troops 
engaged.  When  the  enemy  ran,  we  pursued  them  to  Tete  Saw  Plains, 
to  Van  Meter’s,  where  we  encamped  for  the  night. 

We  were  ordered  on  the  following  morning,  and  [moved]  from  there 
in  the  direction  of  Sedalia,  to  see  if  any  portion  of  the  enemy  had  crossed 
in  a southwest  direction,  but  we  found  no  traces  of  them.  We  arrived 
at  Sedalia  about  9 o’clock  that  night. 

We  were  ordered  on  the  following  morning,  under  the  command  of 
Col.  G.  H.  Hall,  of  the  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia,  to  intercept,  if 
possible,  about  500  or  GOO  rebels,  under  command  of  Colonel  Hunter, 
who  were  bearing  southeast  of  Sedalia.  We  proceeded  by  the  way  of 
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Cole  Camp  and  Buffalo  Mills  to  Duroc,  15  miles  below  Warsaw.  Upon 
arriving  at  the  latter  place,  we  found  they  had  crossed  the  river  and 
were  too  far  ahead  of  us  to  be  overtaken.  We  then  returned  to  Sedalia 
on  the  evening  of  the  17th.  During  the  whole  time  we  were  upon 
forced  marches  without  rations,  and  my  men  obeyed  every  order  without 
a murmur,  and  acted  upon  the  battle-field  and  elsewhere  as  veteran 
soldiers. 

The  casualties  are  as  follows : * 

Hoping  the  above  details  of  our  campaign  will  be  satisfactory,  I re- 
main, general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  GENTKY, 

Major , Commanding  Battalion. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Brown, 

Jefferson  City , Mo. 


Ko.  6. 

Report  of  Col.  John  F.  Philips , Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , 
of  operations  October  6-18. 

Hdqrs.  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Sedalia , Mo.,  October  19,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order 
of  the  6th  instant,  received  at  5 p.  m.,  to  move  to  Clinton  to  assist  in 
repelling  the  raid  of  the  rebel  general  Shelby,  I left  camp  at  Sedalia  at 
7 p.  m.,  with  three  companies  of  my  regiment  and  Company  L,  of  the 
Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry.  Marching  all  night,  I reached 
your  headquarters  at  Clinton  at  11  a.  m.,  7th  instant.  (I  omitted  to  state 
that  I also  had  one  section  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Light  Artillery, 
commanded  by  Captain  Thurber.)  On  the  night  of  the  7th  instant,  1 
was  joined  by  seven  companies  of  my  regiment  and  Maj.  T.  W.  Houts. 

On  the  8th  instant,  we  marched  to  Osceola,  30  miles,  and  bivouacked 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Osage  Biver.  Learning  through  the  night  that 
the  enemy  had  appeared  at  Warsaw  and  possessed  that  place,  Major 
Foster,  of  my  regiment,  was  detached,  with  200  men,  to  go  to  Warsaw 
that  night  and  follow  up  the  enemy  and  observe  his  movements.  At 
daylight  next  morning,  we  marched  toward  Sedalia,  apprehending  that 
the  enemy  designed  making  a descent  upon  that  place.  That  day  and 
night  we  marched  65  miles,  reaching  Sedalia  at  5 a.  m.  Company  E,  of 
my  regiment,  was  at  Warsaw,  occupying  that  station,  when  the  enemy 
attacked  the  town.  This  company  formed  on  the  river  bank  and  fought 
very  determined^,  holding  the  enemy  in  check  for  half  an  hour  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  until  it  was  discovered  that  he  had  crossed  a 
part  of  his  force  at  the  Hackberry  Ford,  6 miles  below  town,  and  al- 
ready occupied  a commanding  position  in  rear  of  the  company.  Thus 
virtually  surrounded  and  largely  outnumbered,  nothing  was  left  them 
but  to  seek  safety  in  fleeing,  which  they  did,  passing  out  northeast,  soon 
finding  shelter  in  the  brush.  They  wounded  several  of  the  enemy,  but 
lost  their  transportation,  consisting  of  2 Government  wagons  and  12 
mules.  Assistant  Surgeon  Edwards,  in  charge  of  hospital,  narrowly 
escaped  with  the  ambulance.  The  hospital  stores  fell  into  the  enemy’s 
hands,  with  the  surgeon’s  case  of  surgical  instruments,  new  and  com- 

* Nominal  list,  omitted,  shows  5 men  wounded. 
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pletQ.  Five  men  of  Company  I fell  into  the  enemy’s  hands,  and  were 
paroled,  and  also  3 of  Company  E.  This  company  retreated  to  Calhoun, 
where  it  joined  the  forces  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lazear,  of  the  First 
Missouri  State  Militia. 

On  the  11th  instant,  at  6 a.  in.,  I moved  with  eleven  companies  of  my 
regiment  and  four  pieces  of  Thurber’s  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Light 
Artillery  in  direction  of  Otterville ; from  Otterville,  via  Lebanon,  toward 
Boonville,  camping  that  night  at  McGruder’s,  10  miles  southwest  of  Boon- 
ville.  At  dawn  next  morning,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I moved  east- 
ward to  the  south  of  Boonville  8 miles,  where  we  learned  the  enemy  had 
passed  through  Boonville,  going  west.  Here  we  countermarched,  and  1 
miles  west  of  our  last  camping  ground  struck  the  enemy’s  left  flank,  and 
6 miles  farther,  near  Dug  Ford,  on  Blackwater,  x>assed  in  advance  of 
Colonel  Lazear’s  command,  and  came  up  with  the  enemy’s  rear,  rapidly 
moving  to  the  west.  Our  advance,  under  Major  Suess,  soon  began  skir- 
mishing with  them,  killing  1,  capturing  horse,  equipments,  &c.  Here 
the  advance,  composed  of  Companies  A,  C,  D,  and  F,  was  given  in 
charge  of  Major  Foster,  who  pressed  forward  with  so  much  energy  as  to 
bring  the  enemy  to  a stand  at  Salt  Fork.  He  crossed  the  creek,  leaving 
a line  of  skirmishers  on  the  south  side,  and  throwing  forward,  in  line,  a 
whole  regiment,  dismounted  and  strongly  posted  behind  a fence  and  in 
thick  brush,  completely  covering  the  ford,  which  was  a narrow  defile, 
with  abrupt  banks.  The  major  threw  forward  his  entire  force,  stretching 
along  the  summit  of  a high  woodland,  most  favorably  situated,  when  a 
most  fierce  fire  of  musketry  ensued.  Two  pieces  of  Thurber’s  artillery 
were  ordered  forward  into  action.  A sharp  cannonading  between  our 
and  the  rebel  guns  took  place.  The  infantry  pressing  hard  on  the  ford, 
the  enemy  fell  back  in  haste.  We  had  several  horses  wounded  here, 
and  2 or  3 men  struck  with  musket  balls  and  1 with  a piece  of  shell. 
One  man  belonging  to  the  battery  was  killed  with  a cannon  ball.  We 
killed  1 of  the  enemy  and  wounded  a number. 

The  evening  was  cloudy,  dark,  and  rainy,  and  night  approaching  with 
such  intense  darkness,  we  halted,  the  men  lying  all  night  in  line  on 
their  arms,  impatiently  awaiting  the  morning  to  renew  the  struggle  or 
the  chase.  Here  I was  joined  by  Captain  Darst,  Company  E,  of  my 
regiment,  with  about  45  men  of  his  command.  This  company  had  been 
through  the  day  the  advanced  guard  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Lazear’s 

force,  and  had  several  brilliant  encounters  with  the  enemy,  killing 

of  them,  and  capturing  several  horses  and  much  personal  property  from 
them.  Two  men  of  Company  E were  killed  through  the  day,  one  with 
musketry  and  the  other  supposed  to  have  fallen  from  his  horse  in  the 
charge,  as  there  was  no  evidence  on  his  person  of  gunshot  wounds. 

As  soon  as  it  was  light  enough  to  discover  our  way  on  the  morning  of 
the  13th  instant,  we  moved  out  the  advance  under  Major  Foster,  quickly 
followed  by  the  column,  Colonel  Lazear’s  force havingfieen  sent  by  your 
order  direct  to  Marshall,  to  head  off  the  enemy.  At  8 a.  m.  Major  Houts 
was  sent  forward  with  Companies  H,  I,  and  K,  to  relieve  Major  Foster 
and  take  the  advance.  This  the  major  did  with  characteristic  prompt- 
ness and  eagerness  for  the  fray.  Near  Marshall,  he  came  up  with  the 
enemy’s  rear  and  attacked  him  vigorously.  It  was  soon  ascertained  that 
Colonel  Lazear  had  reached  Marshall  in  advance  of  the  enemy  and  had 
engaged  him  there.  Between  us  and  town  and  the  enemy  was  a creek 
difficult  to  cross,  the  enemy  occupying  on  his  side  high  ground  com- 
pletely overlooking  the  crossing,  which  was  spanned  by  a mean  bridge, 
already  partly  torn  up  by  the  enemy.  Under  your  direction,  I dis- 
jiatched  Captain  Foster  with  his  company  to  occupy  a ford  one-half 
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mile  above,  and  soon  followed  him  with  the  balance  of  my  command, 
and  one  section  of  the  artillery,  the  other  section  having  been  sent  to 
Major  flouts,  who  was  now  struggling  hard  to  pass  over  the  bridge, 
which,  despite  the  resistance,  he  crossed,  and  for  one  hour  fought  the 
enemy  in  force,  compelling  him  to  retire  toward  the  west,  where  the 
main  force  was  contending  for  the  mastery  of  the  town.  In  the  mean 
time  I had  succeeded,  with  indescribable  difficulty,  through  dense 
underbrush,  over  ravines  and  rugged  hills,  in  gaining  position  on  the 
enemy’s  left  flank.  No  sooner  than  he  discovered  me,  did  he  open  on 
us  a most  furious  cannonading,  throwing  round  shot  and  shell  into  our 
ranks,  with  more  of  terror  than  of  danger.  The  distance  was  yet  too 
great  to  make  rifles  effective,  and  the  intermediate  ground  being  so 
broken  and  brushy  as  to  render  the  movement  of  cavalry  in  that  direc- 
tion impracticable,  I at  once  dismounted  the  men  and  moved  them  in 
line  directly  toward  the  enemy.  He  took  fright  at  this  movement,  and 
at  once  put  his  force  in  motion,  evidently  endeavoring  to  escape  to  the 
north.  I therefore  mounted  the  men  and  conducted  them  at  the  gallop 
three-quarters  of  a mile  to  the  northwest  of  town,  and  in  rear  of  the 
enemy’s  right,  giving  the  battery  a position.  I left  squadrons  to  sup- 
port it,  and,  dismounting  the  others,  threw  them  rapidly  into  action  on 
the  left  of  the  battalions  of  the  Fourth  Missouri  State  Militia  and  the 
Fifth  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  commanded,  respectively, 
by  Majors  Kelly  and  Gentry.  Here  the  fighting  was  severe  for  nearly 
an  hour,  when  the  enemy’s  center  was  broken  by  a charge  from  the 
battalion  just  named,  and  the  enemy’s  right  being  closely  pressed  and 
seriously  fjunished  by  my  command,  gave  way,  and  precipitately  re- 
treated to  the  northwest,  under  the  lead  of  General  Shelby.  I at  once 
mounted  the  men,  and  with  nine  companies  of  my  regiment  (the  other 
three  yet  being  with  Major  Houts  in  the  enemy’s  rear),  also  the  battal- 
ions of  Majors  Kelly  and  Gentry,  making  about  750  men,  and  the  sec- 
tion of  Thurbei’s  battery,  I pursued  the  enemy  hotly  in  the  direction  of 
Waverly.  He  made  an  attempt  to  tear  up  the  bridge  across  Salt  Fork, 
but  was  so  closely  pursued  by  the  advance  that  he  failed.  We  then 
had  a chase  at  the  gallop,  and  a running  fight  for  10  miles,  over  prairie 
land.  At  5 p.  m.  his  rear  wTas  so  vigorously  assailed  as  to  bring  his 
entire  column  to  a halt  and  into  line  of  battle.  1 pressed  forward  with 
the  artillery  and  cavalry,  and  opened  on  him  with  the  guns  at  half-mile 
range,  with  considerable  effect.  The  cavalry  charged  ; the  enemy  fell 
back  at  a run,  losing  1 man  killed  and  several  wounded.  At  this  point, 
he  struck  the  road  to  Miami,  and  turned  the  head  of  his  column  directly 
north,  running  at  right  angles  with  my  command.  Anticipating  our 
designs  on  his  transportation,  he  took  the  precaution  to  place  it  far 
to  the  front.  As  soon  as  I discovered  his  movements  to  the  north,  I 
determined  to  cut  him  off  or  perish  in  the  attempt.  Accordingly,  I led 
off  three  squadrons  across  the  prairie  to  engage  the  head  of  his  column, 
while  Majors  Foster  and  Kelly  should  charge  his  rear  and  center,  if 
possible.  At  one-half  mile,  I discovered  myself  mired  in  a wretched 
swamp,  almost  beyond  extrication.  I was  here  detained  five  minutes 
in  recovering  my  horse,  and  found  that  I had  to  describe  a semi-circle 
in  passing  this  swamp,  which  threw  me  so  far  back  as  to  completely 
thwart  my  plans.  The  enemy,  likewise,  discovering  my  object,  aban- 
doned the  Miami  road,  and  turned  abruptly  westward,  through  Van 
Meter’s  farm,  on  a dim  and  unfrequented  path.  He  was  going  at  full 
run,  and,  while  we  shouted  and  shot  at  him,  he  used  his  hats  on  his 
jaded  horses,  throwing  overboard  every  weight  (not  the  arms)  that  be- 
set him  and  retarded  his  movements.  It  was  quite  evident  that  he  was 
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fearfully  demoralized,  and  sought  safety  alone  in  flight.  It  was  now 
growing  dark.  The  horses  and  men  were  exhausted.  Having  left  camp 
that  morning  before  breakfast,  we  had  not  eaten  that  day.  Our  trans- 
portation was  left  at  Marshall.  We  were  then  without  rations,  and 
found  rest  on  a soldier’s  bed.  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  the  com- 
mands of  Majors  Kelly  and  Gentry  and  the  battery  were  sent  back  to 
Marshall. 

At  4 a.  m.  ou  the  14th  instant,  I renewed  the  pursuit,  being  joined 
by  200  men  of  the  Ninth  Provisional  Regiment  Enrolled  Militia,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Brutsche.  The  enemy’s  trail  bore  evidence  of  panic. 
It  was  strewn  with  hats,  clothes,  plunder,  &c.  He  made  no  halt  for  the 
night,  and,  having  to  pass  through  a.  dense  forest,  his  transportation 
greatly  retarded  his  progress.  Information  received  from  citizens,  with 
whom  Shelby  and  others  conversed,  showed  that  he  had  600  men  with 
him ; that  his  force  was  cut  in  twain  at  Marshall ; he  supposed  they 
were  captured  ; that  he  believed  I was  pursuing  him  through  the  night, 
and  5 miles  east  of  Marshall  he  became  so  greatly  alarmed  at  the  report 
of  our  approach  that  he  abandoned  his  transportation,  viz,  2 ambulances, 

5 army  wagons,  and  40  head  of  team  mules.  The  wagons  were  precipi- 
tated over  a steep  bank  into  the  Missouri  River.  Three  of  them  were 
laden  with  ammunition — pistol,  rifle,  and  artillery  ammunition,  fixed. 
The  ambulances  I brought  along.  The  ammunition,  &c.,  I hurled  into 
the  river.  The  wagons  could  not  be  drawn  out,  and  were  left.  The  mules 
were  running  at  large  on  the  commons.  A scout  sent  in  there  might 
secure  this  property.  1 lost  as  little  time  as  possible,  and  pressed  forward 
at  a trot.  The  enemy  passed  through  Waverly  at  3 a.  ra.  Two  miles  be- 
yond there  he  turned  south  from  the  Lexington  road.  I followed  up  12 
miles  out.  Colonel  Weer,  of  the  Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry,  passed  in  front 
of  me  and  took  up  the  trail,  and  a few  miles  farther  Colonel  Lazear,  who 
had  gone  direct  from  Marshall,  en  route  for  Lexington,  passed  in  front  of 
Colonel  Weer,  and  took  up  the  pursuit.  The  enemy  had  traveled  with  such 
unremitting  energy,  and  so  much  celerity,  as  to  outstrip  all  efforts  to  head 
him  off.  I continued  the  chase  to  where  he  crossed  the  Georgetown  and 
Lexington  road,  14  miles  from  Lexington.  Night  was  now  approach- 
ing ; a larger  force  than  that  of  the  enemy  was  in  advance  of  me  several 
miles ; my  horses  were  worn  down,  and  men  suffering  with  hunger. 
I therefore  abandoned  the  chase  ; dropped  down  the  road  to  the  east 

6 miles,  intending  to  look  after  that  portion  of  the  enemy  cut  off  at  Mar- 
shall, entertaining  the  idea  that  he  might  attempt  to  escape  up  Black  - 
water  and  through  the  timbers  of  Davis.  This  day  I had  marched  45 
miles  without  slopping  to  feed.  At  9 p.  m.  we  fed  the  horses,  but  the 
men  were  unfed,  except  with  bacon. 

The  next  day  I moved  down  Blackwater  25  miles,  and  remained  that 
night  on  the  creek,  at  an  intermediate  point  between  Sedalia  and  Mar- 
shall. Supplies  sent  me  from  Sedalia  did  not  reach  us  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  16th,  when  I was  moving  out  of  camp.  The  men  had  fared 
so  sumptuously  and  so  long  on  bacon  and  fresh  beef,  that  we  would  not 
then  halt  to  eat  crackers,  coffee,  &c.,  but  returned,  in  obedience  to  your 
orders,  direct  to  Sedalia, having  first  sent  two  companies  to  scout  Saline 
County  for  rebel  stragglers.  When  I reached  Sedalia,  I had  been  on  the 
march  nine  days,  two  nights  and  parts  of  seven,  having  marched  in  all 
a distance  of  310  miles. 

The  number  of  the  enemy  killed  and  wounded  by  my  command  is 
difficult  to  state ; 29  or  30  are  known  to  have  been  killed  outright  in  the 
several  skirmishes ; how  many  in  the  main  engagement  at  Marshall 
is  uot  known.  We  took  no  prisoners. 
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My  casualties,  so  far  as  I can  ascertain,  are  as  follows : In  Company 
A,  2 men  slightly  wounded ; horses  broken  down  and  abandoned  on 
march,  5.  Company  B,  1 horse  broken  down  and  abandoned  ou  march. 
Company  C,  2 men  wounded  slightly  ; 5 horses  broken  down  and  aban- 
doned on  march.  Company  D,  2 men  wounded ; 5 horses  shot  and  6 
abandoned  on  march.  Company  E,  2 men  killed,  1 wounded  slightly,  and 
3 taken  prisoners  and  paroled  at  Warsaw ; 3 horses  killed,  4 wounded, 
and  4 abandoned  on  march;  2 army  wagons  and  12  mules,  1,500  rounds 
of  ammunition,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  &c.,  captured  at  Warsaw,, 
and  a number  of  guns.  Company  F,  2 slightly  wounded;  10  horses 
broken  down  and  abandoned  on  march.  Company  G,  6 horses  abandoned 
on  march.  Company  H,  3 horses  abandoned  on  march.  Company  1, 
5 men  taken  prisoners  and  paroled  at  Warsaw;  1 man  missing;  10 
horses  captured ; 2 horses  abandoned  on  march.  Company  K,  2 men 
captured  and  paroled  at  Warsaw  ; 2 horses  abandoned  on  march.  Com- 
pany L,  1 man  wounded  slightly;  7 horses  broken  down  and  abandoned 
on  march.  Company  M,  2 men  wounded  slightly. 

We  captured  quite  a number  of  horses  and  mules  and  small-arms 
from  the  enemy. 

It  is  a matter  of  sincere  gratulation  that,  in  view  of  the  many  fierce 
engagements  and  dashes  of  this  campaign,  so  few  of  my  men  were 
hurt.  They  behaved  well  in  action  and  on  the  march  ; in  their  valor 
and  discipline  the  nation  will  ever  find  a sure  palladium  to  guard  its 
property  against  the  inroads  of  such  plunderers  as  Shelby  and  his  traitor 
confederates.  I likewise  commend  to  your  good  opinion  the  gallantry 
and  conduct  of  my  line  officers.  They  acted  well  their  part.  The  serv- 
ice has  not  in  it  a nobler  trio  than  my  three  majors. 

Congratulating  you,  general,  upon  your  brilliant  success,  and  hoping 
that  you  may  be  as  useful  to  the  country  in  the  future  as  you  have  been 
in  the  past,  I am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 

Colonel  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry . 

Brigadier-General  Brown, 

Commanding  District  of  Central  Missouri. 


Ko.  7. 

Reports  of  Lieut . Col.  Thomas  T.  Crittenden , Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia 

Cavalry. 

Boonville,  October  12,  1863 — 12  m. 
Major  : Instant  arrived.  Found  about  1,000  rebels,  with  two  pieces 
of  artillery,  in  possession  of  the  town.  Could  not  cross.  Major  Leonard, 
of  the  Mnth  Missouri  State  Militia,  with  200  soldiers,  was  attempting 
to  cross  the  river  just  as  the  enemy  came  in  town;  was  driven  back,  so 
we  remained  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  I concealed  the  boat 
behind  an  island.  Have  300  men  wdth  me.  Will  move  out  immedi- 
ately to  join  our  pursuing  forces.  I know  nothing  of  General  Guitar. 
Bebels  took  all  the  clothing,  boots,  shoes,  arms,  and  horses  that  could 
be  found  in  town;  robbed  the  county  treasury  of  $6,000  or  $8,000; 
robbed  the  sheriff ; killed  no  citizens  ; moved  out  on  Georgetown  road. 
Shelby  said  he  was  going  to  Waverly  and  Lexington. 

T.  T.  CKITTEUDEN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , 
Maj.  Lucien  J.  Barnes,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Jefferson  City,  October  14, 1863. 

(Received  at  Boonville,  4.35  p.  m.) 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Crittenden  : 

General  Schofield  directs  that  you  scour  the  country,  especially  along 
the  river,  and  pick  up  the  scattered  rebels  who  may  come  that  way. 
News  of  General  Brown’s  victory  yesterday  received.  Watch  the  La 
Mine  country. 

LUCIEN  J.  BARNES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  Second  Sub-Military  District, 

, , Tipton,  October  26,  1863. 

General  : Learning  that  a large  number  of  guerrillas,  under  Jack- 
man,  were  crossing  from  the  north  to  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri 
River,  near  the  La  Mine,  in  Cooper  County,  on  or  about  the  5th  of  the 
present  month,  I moved  to  Boonville  in  person,  in  order  that  I could 
more  effectually  use  the  troops  stationed  at  that  place  to  check  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.  I am  prompted  to  believe  that  this  was  done 
to  a certain  extent,  and  would  have  been  entirely  so  had  I possessed 
at  the  time  a few  more  troops  to  have  placed  between  Boonville  and  the  w 
Rocheport  Landing,  upon  the  south  side  of  the  river.  During  my  ab- 
sence from  this  place,  an  order  came  to  myself,  or  the  commanding  officer 
at  Tipton,  to  move,  with  celerity,  with  Company  M,  Seventh  Missouri 
State  Militia  Cavalry,  under  Captain  Queen,  stationed  at  Tipton; 
Company  L,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  under  Captain 
Henslee,  stationed  at  Versailles,  and  Company  H,  Seventh  Missouri 
State  Militia  Cavalry,  under  Captain  Box,  stationed  at  Syracuse,  to 
Clinton,  Henry  County,  Missouri,  and  there  report  to  Col.  John  F. 
Philips,  commanding  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry.  Cap- 
tains Box  and  Henslee  were  notified  by  Captain  Queen,  commanding 
at  Tipton  during  my  absence.  And  here  permit  me  to  say,  general,  that 
those  companies  moved  with  creditable  promptitude ; were  in  line,  with 
transportation  moving,  in  one  hour  from  the  time  that  the  bugle  sounded 
the  assembly.  I have  made  this  digression  that  the  companies  of  the 
Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  within  my  sub-district  should 
be  properly  commended  to  your  notice  for  their  alacrity  and  eagerness 
for  the  fray.  As  soon  as  I was  notified,  I moved  from  Boonville  to 
Tipton,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  Sedalia ; thence  to  the  field,  in 
order  to  join  my  command.  The  enemy,  under  Colonel  Shelby,  was 
approaching  the  Pacific  Railroad  so  rapidly  that  it  was  deemed  impru- 
dent to  proceed  farther  than  Syracuse  with  the  cars  on  the  evening  of  the 
8th  instant.  Finding  myself,  in  company  with  several  other  officers  of 
the  Fourth  and  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  cut  off  from  our 
commands,  I determined  to  return  to  Tipton,  organize  the  disbanded 
militia,  and  render  as  much  obstruction  as  possible  to  the  movements 
of  the  enemy,  who,  I learned  from  scouts  and  other  sources,  were 
moving  upon  or  toward  the  railroad.  I commenced  immediately  com- 
munication with  General  Totten,  who  had  temporarily  assumed  com- 
mand in  your  stead  at  Jefferson  City.  Kept  him  advised  of  the  move- 
ments, courses,  and  actions  of  the  enemy.  I will  here  say  that,  to  his 
foresight  in  forwarding  a large  train  of  freight  cars,  the  merchants  and 
tradesmen  of  this  town  and  county  can  congratulate  themselves,  and 
feel  obligated  to  him  upon  saving  $75,000  worth  of  valuable  property 
from  the  eager  grasp  of  unscrupulous  men. 

On  Saturday  morning,  October  10,  between  daylight  and  sunrise,  in 
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company  with  Captain  Turley,  Company  D,  Seventh  Missouri  State 
Militia  Cavalry,  and  several  citizens,  proceeded  up  the  railroad  west  cau 
tiously  upon  a locomotive,  with  the  design  of  ascertaining  whether  the 
La  Mine  Bridge  had  been  burned  on  the  night  previous  by  the  enemy. 
I had  not  gone  more  than  2 miles  from  Tipton  before  I came  upon  a 
squadron  of  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  line  upon  the  left,  and  within  20 
yards  of  the  road,  under  the  command  of  Major  Hayden,  who  had  taken 
the  precaution  to  blockade  the  road  in  front  of  his  position.  He  im- 
mediately rode  out  in  front  and  to  the  right  of  his  command,  and  de- 
manded a surrender  of  the  locomotive,  at  the  same  time  ordering  his 
men  to  “ close  around  the  machine,”  using  his  language.  I ordered  the 
engineer  to  reverse  the  locomotive  and  go  backward  with  all  possible 
speed,  which  was  done  with  commendable  coolness,  under  a furious  volley 
of  musketry  by  the  enemy,  whose  balls  pelted  vigorously  the  locomo- 
tive and  tender,  but  fell  as  harmless  as  snowflakes,  as  we  were  iron- 
clad. Captain  Turley,  with  his  usual  dauntlessness  and  skill  even  amidst 
the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy  at  short  range,  took  deliberate  aim  with 
his  faithful  Sharps’  rifle,  before  which  many  guerrillas  have  fallen,  at 
one  assuming  secondary  command  under  Major  Hayden,  and  as  we  re- 
ceded I saw  him  fall  a lifeless  corpse  from  his  horse.  I returned  to  Tipton ; 
" ordered  Captain  Turley  and  Lieutenant  Argo,  assistant  provost-mar- 
shal for  the  Second  Sub-Military  District,  to  gather  the  few  soldiers  of 
the  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  then  remaining  in  town,  and 
as  many  of  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  as  could  be  secured,  and  proceed 
up  the  Syracuse  road,  and  ascertain  where  the  main  body  of  the  enemy 
was,  promising  them  at  the  same  time  that  I would  go  up  the  road  again 
on  the  locomotive,  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  damage  the  enemy  had 
done  to  the  track,  and  to  discover  whether  they  were  approaching  the 
town  through  some  corn-fields  adjoining  the  road.  Accomplishing  my 
purpose,  I returned  to  Tipton,  and  was  soon  notified  by  Captain  Turley 
that  they  had  driven  the  squadron  under  Major  Hayden,  with  only  20 
men,  from  the  road  into  the  brush  south  of  town,  assisted  by  F.  L. 
Parker,  of  Sedalia,  formerly  captain  of  a company  of  Home  Guards  at 
the  battle  of  Lexington,  and  Charles  Leonard,  of  Cooper  County,  for- 
merly captain  of  a company  of  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  in  Colonel 
Pope’s  regiment,  to  whom  I must  favorably  call  your  attention,  as  they 
exhibited  the  true  bravery  of  their  nature  by  at  once  using  every  exer- 
tion to  repel  the  common  enemy.  Captain  Turley  also  informed  me  that 
the  brush  south  of  town  was  full  of  rebels ; that  they  were  proceeding 
down  the  railroad  rapidly,  and  unless  I moved  east  immediately  on  the 
locomotive,  I would  lose  it  and  be  captured.  1 ordered  Captain  Tur- 
ley to  retreat  toward  California,  in  command  of  the  soldiers  in  Tipton, 
and  it  would  have  been  utter  folly  and  a foolish  sacrifice  of  life  to  have 
attempted  longer  to  resist  the  numerous  foe. 

I had  not  gone  more  than  a mile  down  the  road  before  I discovered 
a large  body  of  cavalry  a mile  or  more  ahead  of  me,  on  the  road  run- 
ning east  and  parallel  with  the  railroad,  moving  with  great  rapidity 
toward  Clark’s  Station.  I at  once  conceived  that  their  effort  was  to 
intercept  the  locomotive  at  that  point.  My  supposition  was  confirmed 
by  the  desperate  exertion  made  by  them  to  reach  the  desired  goal  be- 
fore I could  j but  steam  and  iron  were  tireless,  were  too  fleet  and  eudur- 
ing  for  horse  flesh.  I passed  the  station  just  as  they  reached  the  mouth 
of  the  lane  leading  to  it,  about  300  yards  distant,  and,  without  other 
incidents  of  moment,  I passed  on  to  Jefferson  City,  in  compliance  with 
a telegram  from  General  Totten.  Upon  my  arrival  at' Jefferson  City,  I 
reported  to  General  Totten  for  further  orders.  He  soon  notified  me  by 
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a circular  order,  dated  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  October  10,  1803  (a  copy  of 
which  I herewith  transmit),  that  I should  assume  command  of  the  fol- 
lowing detachments  of  troops : Detachment  of  First  Provisional  Begi- 
' ment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  44  men  and  2 officers,  and  detachment 
of  Ninth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  36  men  and  1 officer ; embark 
without  delay  on  steamboat  Isabella,  and  proceed  rapidly  to  Boonville ; 
organize  the  citizens,  and  make  all  possible  preparations  for  the  defense 
of  the  town  and  Government  property ; remain  there  until  the  arrival 
of  General  Guitar;  then  report  to  headquarters  at  Jefferson  City  for 
further  orders.  The  Isabella  was  unladed  as  rapidly  as  possible  by  the 
joint  labor  of  the  hands  and  convicts  from  the  penitentiary.  I embarked 
with  the  designated  command  about  sundown,  and  would  have  proceeded 
up  the  river  forthwith  had  not  a dark  night,  occasioned,  by  wind  and 
rain,  set  in,  and  rendered  navigation  impossible. 

At  daylight  Sunday  morning,  October  11,  the  boat  moved  out,  and 
progressed  with  unusual  speed,  considering  the  condition  of  the  river. 
When  within  3 miles  of  Boonville,  about  3 o’clock  that  evening,  the  boat 
was  hailed  by  a squad  of  soldiers  from  the  north  side  of  the  river,  of  the 
Ninth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  sent  from  the  ferry  landing,  imme- 
diately opposite  Boonville,  by  Maj.  Beeves  Leonard,  of  the  same  regi- 
ment, and  by  them  I was  notified  that  the  enemy,  variously  estimated  at 
from  1,000  to  2,000  strong,  had  possession  of  the  town,  and  had  a section 
of  artillery  planted  in  a position  to  command  the  river.  I also  learned 
from  some  fugitive  citizens  that  I took  on  board  from  the  south  side  of 
the  river,  that  Shelby,  in  anticipation  of  the  approach  of  steamers  from 
below,  had  given  orders,  soon  after  his  arrival  in  town,  to  one  of  his  cap- 
tains, to  take  a company  and  guard  the  river  against  all  such  surprises. 
I ordered  the  captain  of  the  boat  to  land  her  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  behind  an  island,  heavily  timbered,  formed  in  the  middle  of  the 
river,  as  a protection  against  the  artillery  of  the  enemy..  In  person  I 
proceeded  to  the  landing  opposite  Boonville;  held  a conference  with 
Major  Leonard  ; attended  to  the  promiscuous  and  irregular  firing  that 
was  done  by  the  enemy  and  the  Federal  troops  at  each  other  across  the 
river.  The  enemy  used  his  Parrott  gun  upon  us ; accomplished  but 
little,  only  killing  1 horse.  I was  informed  that  several  of  the  enemy 
had  been  wounded  by  the  small-arms  of  the  Federal  troops.  I will  state 
before  I proceed  further,  that  Major  Leonard  had  under  him  at  the  time 
I assumed  command  about  200  soldiers  of  the  Ninth  Missouri  State  Mili- 
tia Cavalry,  which,  added  to  the  detachments  above  mentioned,  gave 
me  a force  of  300  soldiers. 

Immediately  after  his  arrival  upon  the  bank  of  the  river,  Major  Leon- 
ard, with  about  50  soldiers  and  horses,  embarked  upon  the  ferry  to  cross 
over  to  Boonville.  The  rebels  entered  the  south  side  of  the  town  about 
the  same  time,  and,  learning  from  some  loyal  man  what  was  going  on  at 
the  river,  passed  rapidly  with  a piece  of  artillery  to  the  ferry  landing,  and 
opened  fire  furiously  with  his  artillery  and  small-arms  upon  that  brave 
band,  then  near  the  south  shore,  who  returned  the  compliment  with 
small-arms,  with  apparently  no  conception  or  fear  of  the  three-fold  danger 
they  were  in  of  steam,  water,  and  lead.  The  boat  was  struck  several 
times  by  the  cannon  shots,  one  penetrating  her  hull  and  another  pass- 
ing immediately  between  her  tiller  ropes,  the  cutting  of  either  of  which 
would  have  placed  the  boat  unavoidably  at  the  mercy  of  those  reckless 
men.  Strange,  indeed,  no  lives  were  lost,  no  men  or  horses  wounded. 
Major  Leonard  perceiving  at  that  critical  crisis  that  the  pilot,  fearfully 
alarmed,  had  forsaken  the  wheel,  with  unsurpassed  coolness  and  bravery 
placed  himself  at  that  dangerous  post,  and  safely  landed  the  boat  upon 
the  north  side  of  the  river,  amidst  the  applause  of  his  gladdened  sol- 
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diery  and  admiring  comrades.  We  bivouacked  in  the  brush  that  night, 
supperless  and  bedless,  save  the  warm  welcome  of  mother  earth.  At 
daylight  next  morning  their  strong  lines  of  pickets  were  discovered  at 
their  usual  places.  From  the  hurrying  to  and  fro  of  those  soldiers  in 
sight,  I conceived  that  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  had  left  the  town, 
which  proved  to  be  true.  I gave  orders  for  the  boats  to  prepare  imme- 
diately to  cross  us.  Soon  the  waving  of  handkerchiefs  by  several  ladies 
in  Boonville  (the  purest  of  all  patriots,  when  loyal)  notified  me  that  the 
enemy  was  gone,  and  the  Stars  and  Stripes  once  more,  in  more  than 
wonted  beauty  “ full  high  advanced,”  borne  by  gallant  men,  were  waving 
over  that  town  in  which  treason  received  its  first  mortal  wound  by  him 
whose  name  and  memory  are  canonized  in  the  American  heart.  I crossed 
over  as  rapidly  as  possible  with  my  command,  and  moved  out  in  pursuit 
of  the  enemy  on  the  Georgetown  road,  as  soon  as  the  soldiers  were  fed 
from  baskets  by  the  generosity  of  the  citizens  of  that  town.  I learned 
from  various  passing  citizens  of  the  county  and  town  that  Colonel 
Lazear,  in  command  of  the  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  had  en- 
gaged the  enemy  near  Choteau  Springs,  in  Cooper  County  5 and  being 
apprised  of  the  fact  that  the  enemy  greatly  outnumbered  him — that  his 
men  and  horses  were  exceedingly  fatigued — I moved  in  a trot  for  10  miles, 
fully  hoping  to  render  that  service  to  the  Government  at  an  hour  of 
need,  which  the  brave  troops  of  the  dauntless  Guitar  was  capable  of 
performing.  Before  reaching  the  Springs,  I overtook  Colonels  Cole  and 
Brutsche,  in  command  of  some  provisional  troops  and  one  piece  of  artil- 
lery. We  soon  learned  that  the  rumored  battle  was  only  heavy  skir- 
mishing between  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  and  the  advance  guard  of 
the  Federal  troops. 

We  moved  on  over  a rugged  road  until  11  o’clock  that  night  in  the 
trail  of  Colonel  Lazear  and  the  enemy,  crossing  the  La  Mine  at  Dug 
Ford.  It  became  so  densely  dark  that  we  encamped  at  Fisher’s,  near 
the  Prairie  Bidge  post-office.  Supper  and  breakfast  we  made  off  Irish 
potatoes.  At  daylight  next  morning  we  moved  west  toward  Black- 
water,  crossing  it  near  old  Dick  Marshall’s,  where  we  learned  you  had 
fed  the  previous  evening.  Knowing  the  number  of  hours  I was  behind 
you,  the  uncertainty  of  your  whereabouts,  and  learning  at  Marshall’s 
that  the  enemy  had  divided  at  or  near  that  place,  part  passing  in  to- 
ward Jonesborough  and  some  300  passing  on  toward  Arrow  Rock,  upon 
consultation  with  Colonel  Cole,  I determined  to  move  with  my  command 
after  those.  Before  reaching  Arrow  Rock,  I learned  that  the  enemy  had 
been  to  that  place,  plundered  it,  and  left.  I then  concluded,  after  having 
so  far  transcended  my  order  in  what  I deemed  a good  cause,  to  return 
to  Boonville.  Crossed  the  La  Mine  at  Turley’s  Ferry,  and  reached  Boon- 
ville on  Wednesday  evening,  from  which  place  I immediately  reported 
by  telegraph  to  headquarters  at  Jefferson  City  for  further  orders,  a copy 
of  which  I herewith  transmit  you,  marked  B. 

I complied  strictly  with  the  above  order  of  General  Schofield.  I had 
no  casualties  of  interest  in  my  command.  I cheerfully  commend  the 
activity  of  the  troops,  and  the  unusual  capacity  of  the  officers  placed  tem- 
porarily under  my  command,  to  your  consideration.  I look  upon  them 
as  an  honor  to  the  power  that  called  them  into  existence  and  a credit 
to  the  gallant  leader  that  molded  them  into  soldiers.  Hoping,  gen- 
eral, that  the  chastisement,  as  unexpected  to  the  enemy  as  it  was  cred- 
itable to  yourself  and  the  maligned  militia  of  the  State,  will  hereafter 
deter  other  outlaws  from  violating  the  quiet  and  the  dignity  of  the  com- 
monwealth, I subscribe  myself,  vour  obedient  servant, 

T.  T.  CRITTENDEN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 
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Report  of  Maj.  Emory  S.  Foster , Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , 
of  skirmish  near  Cole  Camp. 


On  the  march, 

Twenty  miles  from  Sedalia.  on  the  Warsaic  Road , 

October  9,  1863 — 1.30  p.  in. 


General  : I left  Warsaw  this  morning  at  7.45.  Moved  out  on  the 
Sedalia  road  to  the  Cole  Camp  road,  to  within  4 miles  of  that  place,  en- 
countering and  driving  iu  heavy  pickets  on  these  roads.  Afterward, 
in  a skirmish  with  a scouting  party,  we  wounded  2,  one  supposed  to  be 
Shelby’s  adjutant,  and  captured  3 prisoners.  I did  not  shoot  them, 
because  the  enemy  have  possession  of  several  of  our  men.  These  pris- 
oners say  there  are  over  1,500  Confederate  troops,  armed  and  equipped 
as  themselves,  which  is  excellent,  with  two  small  guns.  For  the  last 
three  hours  I have  been  in  sight  of  Cole  Camp  ; could  see  the  dust  their 
pickets  made  going  in,  and  for  the  last  hour  a heavy  dust  has  been 
lengthening  out  north  of  Cole  Camp.  The  prisoners  say  it  is  the  com- 
mand marching  on  Sedalia  or  Boonville,  I go  on  immediately  to  Se- 
dalia. 


I am,  respectfully, 


EMOKY  S.  FOSTEE, 
Major  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


General  E.  B.  Brown. 


No.  9. 

Report  of  Capt.  H.  A.  Tarnell , Ninth  Provisional  Regiment  Enrolled 
Missouri  Militia , of  action  at  Marshall , Mo. 

Hdqrs.  Company  C,  Ninth  Pro  visional  Begiment, 

California , jffb.,  October  27,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  operations  of  this  company 
from  the  9th  of  October,  1863 ,‘to  the  22d,  inclusive. 

Friday  morning,  October  9,  received  orders  to  march  to  Sedalia.  A 
portion  of  the  company  being  on  a scout,  rendered  it  impossible  to  obey 
the  order  forthwith,  and  delaying  us  until  6 p.  m.,  when  we  started,  in- 
tending to  go  by  the  way  of  Otterville  j reached  a point  3 miles  distant 
from  Otterville  at  4 o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  we  learned  that  the 
rebels  had  burned  the  La  Mine  Bridge,  and  were  still  there,  300  of  them. 
Colonel  Weer  then  ordered  us  back  6 miles,  to  the  Georgetown  road. 
Taking  this,  we  arrived  at  Sedalia  at  2 p.  m.  We  then  received  orders 
to  march  to  Otterville ; distance,  15  miles ; camped  there  that  night. 

Sunday  morning,  October  11,  by  order  of  Colonel  Weer,  moved  east, 
to  try  and  effect  a junction  with  Colonel  Lazear,  reported  to  be  at  Tip- 
ton  ; came  up  with  his  command,  4 miles  south  of  Boonville,  at  sunset, 
having  traveled  something  near  60  miles  to-day.  Fed  our  horses  and 
camped  on  the  ground,  having  no  fires. 

Next  morning,  October  12,  we  were  placed  in  the  rear,  with  the  am- 
bulances and  ammunition.  Marched  into  Boonville  at  sunrise,  and 
out,  without  halting,  on  the  Georgetown  road.  We  remained  in  the  rear 
all  day ; camped  at  9 p.  m. 

October  13,  moved  at  daybreak  $ halted  at  Marshall,  Saline  County, 
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9.30  a.  m.  The  battle  commenced  at  10  o’clock,  by  the  enemy  driving 
our  pickets  into  town.  We  were  then  ordered  out  on  the  prairie,  the 
enemy  being  in  the  brush  north  of  us.  When  opposite  their  batteries, 
they  commenced  shelling  us,  the  third  one  striking  in  McGhee’s  battal- 
iou,  which  occupied  our  right.  Then,  dismounting,  we  advanced  down 
the  hill  and  into  the  brush  about  50  paces.  Held  this  position  some 
thirty  minutes ; then  were  ordered  back  to  the  edge  of  the  prairie. 
While  in  the  brush  we  received  a heavy  fire  of  musketry,  to  wdiich  we 
replied  all  along  our  line  of  skirmishers.  Held  our  last  position  until 
the  enemy  began  to  fall  back,  when  we  were  ordered  to  charge,  when 
we  advanced  some  3 miles,  they  contesting  the  ground  about  2 miles. 
They  were  pushed  so  close  as  to  be  compelled  to  leave  one  piece  of 
artillery,  having  dismounted  it.  Fortunately  we  lost  no  men.  Re- 
turned to  Marshall  and  quartered  for  the  night. 

October  14,  was  ordered  over  the  battle-field  in  the  morning ; then  in 
the  evening  ordered  to  Sedalia  as  a prison  guard. 

October  15,  reported  at  Sedalia  at  6 o’clock  this  morning;  remained 
in  camp. 

October  10,  marched  to  Syracuse  as  a prisoners’  guard. 

October  17,  a portion  of  the  command  were  detailed  to  guard  the 
prisoners  to  Jefferson  City,  on  the  Pacific  Railroad  morning  train ; the 
remainder  were  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Crittenden,  at  Tipton. 

October  18,  at  Tipton  ; nothing  of  interest  on  hand. 

October  19,  at  Tipton ; Colonel  Crittenden  not  having  arrived. 

October  20  and  21,  still  in  camp  at  Tipton. 

October  22.  ordered  to  California. 

H.  A.  YARNELL, 

Copt.,  Comdg.  Company  (7,  Ninth  Provisional  Regt.  JJ.  M.  M. 
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Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil,  JJ.  S.  Army , of  operations  October 

9-27. 

Buffalo,  Mo.,  October  14,  1863. 

General:  From  intelligence  received  from  General  Brown,  I shall 
move  west  to  morrow  morning,  as  soon  as  I can  concentrate  my  forces. 
My  object  for  this  movement  is,  that  if  the  enemy  is  defeated  by  Gen- 
eral Brown,  they  will  scatter  in  small  bands,  and  retreat  through  Jack 
son  County  and  make  for  Taberville  Ford. 

JOHY  McYEIL, 
Brigadier- General. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Saint  Louis , Mo. 


Buffalo,  Mo.,  October  It,  1863. 

General:  Colonel  Bishop  received  this  morning  a telegram  from 
Major  Hunt,  commanding  at  Fayetteville,  to  the  effect  that  at  11  o’clock, 
October  12,  flag  of  truce  was  sent  in  signed  by  Colonel  Brooks,  com- 
manding Confederate  forces,  demanding  surrender  of  the  post  in  thirty 
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minutes,  stating  that  the  place  was  surrounded.  The  flag  was  returned 
with  the  information  that  the  place  could  not  be  taken  without  a light. 
The  Confederates . 

Here  the  line  gave  out  west,  probably  cut  again  by  bushwhackers. 
Colonel  Harrison  was  ordered  back  to  Fayetteville  on  the  32th,  and 
ought  to  be  at  Bentonville  to-night. 

JOHN  McNEIL, 
Brigadier- General , Command ing. 

Major-General  Schofield. 


Greenfield,  Mo.,  October  18,  1863. 

General  . On  leaving  Buffalo  I proceeded  to  Bolivar,  and  then  to 
Bicker’s  Mills,  where  I learned  that  the  enemy  had  passed  through 
Humansville  on  the  16th  instant.  I then  made  a night  march  to  Stock- 
ton,  where  I arrived  in  the  morning,  and  learned  that  the  enemy  had 
passed  10  miles  east  of  that  place  at  1 o’clock  this  morning.  1 left 
Stockton  this  a.  m.,  and  arrived  here  at  4 p.  m.  I shall  leave  in  the 
morning  in  pursuit  of  the  rebels,  estimated  at  from  500  to  1,000.  Major 
King  had  a running  fight  with  them  as  far  as  Humansville,  and  cap- 
tured one  piece  of  artillery  and  40  rounds  of  ammunition.  The  rebels 
crossed  the  Sauk  at  Subert’s  Mill,  and  are  pursuing  the  course  of  the 
Linn  Creek,  with  the  intention  of  going  out  by  Mount  Vernon. 

' JOHN  McNEIL, 

Brigadier-  General . 

Major-General  ScnoFiELD. 


Sarcoxie,  Mo.,  October  18,  1863—5  p.  m. 

General:  I have  just  arrived  at  this  place,  and  received  a dispatch 
from  General  Holland,  now  at  Mount  Vernon,  informing  me  that  Major 
Hart,  commanding  scouts  in  direction  of  Marionville,  came  up  and  fired 
on  a force  of  the  enemy,  camped  at  John  Dunkle’s,  on  Bock  Prairie, 
about  12  miles  from  Greenfield.  Major  Hart  estimates  the  force  at  1,500 
and  more.  General  Holland  says  he  lias  reliable  information  that  Shelby 
and  Coffee  passed  Lamar  yesterday  at  1 o’clock,  traveling  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Carthage  and  Neosho,  with  a force  estimated  at  600.  With  the 
force  that  General  Holland  has,  he  can  defeat  the  enemy,  if  he  meets 
them.  I think  the  number  of  the  enemy  greatly  exaggerated.  Major 
King  has  joined  me.  I shall  leave  in  pursuit  in  the  morning,  in  the 
direction  of  Neosho. 


Major-General  Schofield. 


JOHN  McNEIL, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Cassville,  Mo.,  October  19, 1863—7  p.  m. 

General:  Just  came  in  from  Gadfly.  My  column  is  moving  to 
Keytesville.  Shelby  crossed  the  Wire  road  at  Cross  Timbers  at  2 this 
p.  m.  Hunter  and  Coffee  crossed  the  Springfield  road,  21  miles  above 
here,  yesterday.  Brooks  has  moved  to  Huntsville,  and  I suppose  these 
three  bands  will  concentrate  at  that  place.  1 shall  take  all  the  avail- 
able force  I can  march,  and  try  to  anticipate  their  concentration.  Ed- 
wards will  be  here  to-morrow  evening.  I will  order  him  after  me  with 
his  force.  I can  beat  them  combined,  or  drive  them  toward  the  Arkan- 
sas Biver,  and  upon  any  force  you  may  order  out  of  Little  Bock  or  Fort 


650 


Mo.,  ARIL,  KANS.,  iND.  T.,  AND  DEt>rT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXxrY 


Smith.  I can  get  subsistence  stores  from  here,  and  shall  trust  mainly 
to  living  on  the  country.  General  Ewii^g  was  at  Carthage  yesterday, 
and  captured  a major  and  30  men  of  the  enemy.  I expect  to  hear  from 
him  during  the  night. 

JOHN  McNEIL, 
Brigadier - General. 

Major-General  Schofield. 


Madison  County,  Ark., 
Fifteen  miles  south  of  Fartville , October  23,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  telegram  as- 
signing me  to  command  at  Fort  Smith,  and  directing  that  I proceed  to 
that  place  so  soon  as  I have  attended  to  the  enemy  in  my  front.  I am 
in  close  pursuit,  but  have  been  terribly  impeded  to-day  and  yesterday 
in  this  mountainous  country  by  my  transportation,  breaking  wagons, 
caissons,  and  gun-carriages.  I could  only  make  15  miles  to-day.  I have 
received  a message  from  General  Ewing,  and  expect  him  to  join  me  to- 
morrow. If  he  does,  I can  cut  loose  from  all  wheeled  impediments,  and 
lay  aboard  of  the  enemy  when  I overtake  him.  We  have  some  20  pris- 
oners, and  have  released  some  who  were  conscripts.  We  are  to-night 
within  14  miles  of  the  camp  of  the  combined  forces  of  Shelby,  Brooks, 
and  Hunter.  I hope  to  catch  them  this  side  of  the  Arkansas  Biver,  and 
have  no  doubt  of  the  result.  When  I arrive  at  Fort  Smith,  I will  furnish 
you  a detailed  account  of  the  expedition. 

An  order  of  the  War  Department  prohibits  the  removal  of  assistant 
adjutant-generals  without  consent  of  department  commanders.  Will 
you  please  to  order  Captain  [0.  G.]  Laurant  to  report  to  me  at  Fort 
Smith  ? I regard  him  as  almost  indispensable  to  me,  and  shall  be  much 
obliged  to  you  to  telegraph  the  order  to  Springfield,  where  I send  him 
to  morrow  to  turn  over  matters  to  my  successor.  I would  also  be  glad 
to  have  Capt.  J.  W.  Babb  ordered  into  my  new  district ; he  will  be  of 
great  advantage  to  me. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McNEIL, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 

Major-General  Schofield. 

Headquarters  Frontier  District, 

Fort  Smith , November  1,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  facts  as  the  result 
of  the  expedition,  to  the  command  of  which  I was  verbally  ordered  at 
Saint  Louis  on  the  9th  of  October: 

I arrived  at  Lebanon  on  the  12th,  and  finding  that  Lieut.  Col.  Quin 
Morton  had  marched  to  Linn  Creek  with  a detachment  of  the  Twenty- 
Third  Missouri  Infantry  Volunteers,  and  another  of  the  Second  Wis- 
consin Cavalry,  and  that  he  expected  to  be  joined  by  a detachment  of 
the  Sixth  and  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  I ordered  Major 
Eno,  in  command,  to  fall  back  on  Lebanon,  and  proceeded  to  Buffalo, 
where  I found  Col.  John  Edwards,  Eighteenth  Iowa  Volunteers,  in  com- 
mand, with  a few  cavalry  and  some  Enrolled  Militia.  I at  once  addressed 
myself  to  the  work  of  concentrating  force  enough  for  pursuit  when  the 
enemy  should  cross  the  Osage  on  his  retreat  south.  With  about  260 
men  and  a section  of  Babb’s  battery,  1 marched  to  Bolivar,  where  Gen- 
eral Holland  was  in  camp  with  parts  of  two  regiments  Enrolled  Militia, 
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and  a demi-battery,  under  Lieutenant  Stover.  Leaving  the  general  di- 
rections to  observe  and  pursue  Coflee  and  Hunter,  if  they  should  cross 
the  Osage  at  Warsaw,  I marched  in  the  direction  of  Lamar,  via  Humans- 
ville  and  Stockton,  to  cut  off  Shelby,  who  was  reported  as  in  full  flight 
south  of  Snibar,  with  General  Ewing  in  pursuit.  At  Stockton  I was 
joined  by  Major  [A.  A.]  King,  [jr.,]  Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 
with  375  men  of  the  Sixth  and  Eighth  Begiments  Missouri  State  Militia. 
This  force  had  entered  Humansville  from  the  north,  in  pursuit  of  Hun- 
ter and  Coffee,  four  hours  after  I had  passed  through  it  toward  the  we*st. 
Major  King  attacked  and  drove  this  force  through  Humansville,  cap- 
turing their  last  cannon. 

Finding  that  Shelby  had  passed  through  Stockton  in  advance  of  me,  I 
marched  to  Greenfield  and  Sarcoxie,  via  Bowers’  Mill,  and  on  the  night 
of  the  19th  camped  at  Keytesville,  when  I learned  of  scouts  of  Colonel 
[J.  S.]  Phelps,  commanding  at  Cassville,  that  the  enemy  had  crossed 
the  Telegraph  road  at  Cross  Timbers  that  day  at  about  noon.  I kept 
up  a rapid  pursuit,  following  the  trail  of  our  flying  foe,  via  Sugar  Creek 
and  Easley’s  Ferry,  to  Huntsville.  Our  advance  party  entering  Hunts- 
ville with  a dash,  took  quite  a number  of  soldiers  of  Brooks’  rebel  com- 
mand, with  their  horses  and  arms.  I was  there  joined  by  Colonel  Ed- 
wards, Eighteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  with  300  men  of  his  regiment,  and 
Major  [T.  J.]  Hunt,  First  Arkansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  175  men  and  two 
mountain  howitzers.  This  gave  me  an  effective  force  of  600  cavalry  and 
300  infantry,  with  four  guns,  two  of  these  being  12-pounder  mountain 
howitzers.  These  last  would  have  been  a much  greater  acquisition  to 
me  than  they  proved  had  they  been  properly  supplied  with  ammunition. 
They  were  sent  from  Fayetteville  with  only  67  rounds  for  the  two 
howitzers,  and,  of  course,  could  not  be  relied  upon  for  any  length  of 
time.  We  had  here  information  that  Shelby  and  Brooks  had  united 
their  forces  on  War  Eagle  Creek,  and  that  Hunter  and  Coffee  were  also 
there,  the  combined  force  amounting  to  2,500  men.  We  marched  toward 
this  camp  to  attack,  but  found  that  the  enemy  had  gone. 

On  the  24th,  we  marched  across  a tremendous  mountain  called  Buffalo 
Mountain,  and  finding  the  enemy  in  camp  in  a snug  little  valley  on  the 
other  side,  attacked  and  drove  him  at  sundown,  dropping  a few  shells 
into  his  camp.  The  mountain  on  the  other  side  was  too  steep  and  the 
passes  too  narrow  for  a night  pursuit,  and  we  had  to  content  ourselves 
by  waiting  for  the  light  of  morning.  At  nearly  dawn  we  struck  again 
into  the  mountains.  Our  advance,  under  Major  Hunt,  First  Arkansas 
Cavalry,  was  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  all  day,  driving  them  before 
us. 

On  the  26th,  while  engaged  in  an  attack  on  the  enemy’s  rear  guard, 
who  were  posted  in  a narrow  pass,  Lieutenant  [J.  G.]  Bobinson,  of  the 
First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  was  mortally  wounded.  He  was  brought  into 
camp  and  died  that  night  at  10  o’clock. 

On  the  27th,  we  marched  into  Clarksville,  and  learned  that  Shelby  had 
made  good  his  escape  and  crossed  the  river,  and  that  Brooks  had  gone 
down  into  the  valley  of  the  Big  Piney  with  about  400  men,  with  instruc- 
tions to  pick  up  stragglers  from  the  rebel  army,  and  to  cut  off  any  train 
that  might  be  coming  to  me  from  Fayetteville.  My  cavalry  and  artil- 
lery horses  were  too  badly  used  up  to  permit  of  pursuit  across  the  river, 
so  I turned  my  course  toward  Fort  Smith.  At  a point  4 miles  north  of 
Ozark,  I sent  Colonel  Catherwood  with  the  men  of  the  Sixth  and  Eighth 
Begiments  of  Missouri  State  Militia,  and  Major  Hunt  with  the  men  and 
howitzers  of  the  First  Arkansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  to  Springfield  and 
Fayetteville.  I arrived  at  Fort  Smith  on  the  evening  of  the  30th. 
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Although  I have  been  disappointed  in  my  earnest  hope  to  attack  and 
destroy  the  force  under  Shelby,  I feel  confident  of  having  done  all  that 
men  could  do  under  the  circumstances.  We  have  driven  the  enemy  so 
that  he  had  to  stick  to  the  road,  and  thus  prevented  a widely  extended 
jfillage  both  in  Arkansas  and  Missouri. 

We  have  taken  44  prisoners,  besides  discharging  as  many  more  who 
were  conscripts.  We  have  killed  and  wounded  many  of  his  men,  and 
driven  numbers  to  the  mountains,  where  he  will  not  easily  get  them 
again.  The  captures  in  horses  were  also  large. 

My  officers  and  men  bore  the  fatigue  and  exposure  of  this  campaign 
without  tents  and  on  small  rations  in  a manner  to  excite  my  admiration. 
Colonels  Edwards  and  Catherwood  were  earnest  in  their  co-operation 
in-duty,  and  Majors  King,  Eno,  and  Hunt  were  always  ready  for  any 
duty  assigned  them.  Major  King  deserves  especial  mention  for  his 
gallant  attack  on  the  enemy  at  Humansville  on  the  15th,  in  which  he 
captured  the  last  cannon  the  enemy  brought  into  Missouri  with  him, 
a 6-pounder  brass  gun.  Major  Hunt,  with  his  battalion  of  Arkansiaus, 
were,  on  account  of  their  knowledge  of  the  country,  pushed  forward  in 
the  advance  from  Huntsville  to  Clarksville.  This  duty  was  promptly 
and  cheerfully  performed  by  the  major  and  his  gallant  command,  who 
drove  the  enemy  from  every  position,  killing  and  wounding  many  and 
taking  prisoners  at  every  charge. 

To  Captain  Eabb,  chief  of  artillery,  and  Lieutenants  Whicher,  Rabb’s 
battery,  and  Johnson,  section  of  howitzers,  I am  under  obligations  for 
services  which  mark  them  as  true  soldiers. 

Lieutenant  [A.  T.]  Baubie,  quartermaster  of  the  Sixth  Missouri  State 
Militia  Cavalry,  acted  as  chief  quartermaster  of  the  expedition,  and  gave 
unqualified  satisfaction.  Lieutenant  [F.  W.]  Selle,  commissary  of  the 
same  regiment,  acted  as  chief  commissary,  acquitting  himself  with  great 
credit. 

Captain  [D.  C.]  Hopkins,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  joined  me  at  Clarks- 
ville with  34  men.  I had  sent  him  from  Buffalo  on  the  13th  toward  Du- 
roc,  to  observe  the  enemy  and  report  his  motions.  While  on  this  duty  he 
ran  on  to  the  enemy  in  force,  killing  6 and  losing  but  2 of  his  own  men. 
The  day  after  he  rejoined  me,  he  attacked  a party  belonging  to  Brooks, 
of  150  strong,  and  drove  them  back  upon  a detachment  of  the  Third  Wis- 
consin Cavalry,  that  had  been  sent  from  Van  Buren  in  pursuit  of  this 
same  party,  taking  several  horses,  and  killing  and  wounding  6 of  the 
enemy.  The  captain  is  a most  active  and  efficient  scout,  and  a brave 
soldier. 

The  health  of  the  command  has  been  uniformly  good.  We  had  but  3 
sick  men  on  all  the  trip. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHK  McNEIL, 
Brigadier -General  of  Volunteers. 

Major-General  Schofield. 


Ko.  11. 

Reports  of  Col.  John  Edwards , Eighteenth  Iowa  Infantry , of  operations 

October  6-12. 


Sac  River, 

Fifteen  [miles]  East  of  Greenfield  October  7,  1863 — 6 a.  m. 
General  : I arrived  here  last  night  with  150  men  and  three  pieces 
of  artillery.  Shelby  and  Coffee  left  Greenfield  yesterday  at  12  m.  for 
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Melville,  stating  that  they  were  going  to  Stockton.  It  is  possible  that 
they  intend  going  to  Osceola  or  cross  the  Osage  at  Warsaw.  I will  fol- 
low up,  and,  if  I can  get  within  striking  distance,  they  may  swing  on  my 
right  flank  and  endeavor  to  get  out  by  the  way  of  Lebanon.  They  are 
reported  to  be  from  1,500  to  2,500  strong,  with  three  pieces  of  artillery. 
They  burned  the  court-house  at  Greenfield  and  gobbled  up  the  horses, 
arms,  and  commissary  stores  of  the  company  of  Captain  Morris,  of  the 
Seventh  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  stationed  at  that  post. 
I am  expecting  General  Holland  and  Major  Eno  to  come  up  with  me 
to-day.  Colonel  Harrison,  Eirst  Arkansas  Cavalry  Volunteers,  was  at 
Pineville  yesterday,  and  is  ordered. to  follow  up  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

JNO.  EDWARDS, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

Major-General  Schofield,  Saint  Louis , Mo. 


Humansville,  Mo.,  October  8, 1863 — 1 p.  nr. 

I haye  just  arrived  here.  My  command  has  been  increased  by  re- 
enforcements to  1,200  men  and  three  pieces  of  artillery.  Shelby  and 
Coffee  passed  through  here  at  5 p.  m.  last  night.  They  burned  the 
court-house  at  Stockton  yesterday  morning.  Tlieir  present  destination 
is  undoubtedly  Sedalia.  They  were  at  Quincy  last  night.  I am  pur- 
suing them  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

JNG.  EDWAEDS, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

Major-General  Schofield. 


Quincy,  Mo.,  October  9, 1863 — 9 p.  in. 

A dispatch  just  received  from  my  scout  at  Warsaw  states  that  the 
enemy,  after  going  on  the  Sedalia  road  7 miles,  took  the  road  to  Ver- 
sailles. As  it  will  be  impossible  for  him  to  go  north,  I shall  act  on  the 
assumption  that  he  will  endeavor  to  get  out  by  way  of  Linn  Creek  and 
Lebanon,  and  move  my  command,  via  Bolivar  and  Buffalo,  toward  Leba- 
non, leaving  in  the  morning  at  4 o’clock. 

JNO.  EDWARDS, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

Major-General  Schofield. 


Buffalo,  Mo.,  October  10,  1863 — 6 p.  m. 

I have  just  arrived  here.  A band  of  rebels,  45  in  number,  passed  here 
last  night,  going  south.  They  were  doubtless  of  Shelby’s  command,  and 
became  detached  before  the  command  reached  Warsaw.  To  morrow  I 
shall  dispose  of  the  force  in  this  vicinity  in  such  a manner  as  to  render 
them  most  efficient  to  meet  the  divided  and  scattered  bands  of  Shelby’s 
command.  I am  inclined  to  believe  they  will  pass  east  of  Lebanon.  I 
changed  intended  course  by  Bolivar,  and  came  through  by  Hermitage. 
The  country  is  full  of  guerrillas.  To-day  I threw  out  heavy  scouting 
parties  south  of  the  Osage  River.  My  messengers  will  wait  at  Lebanou 
for  an  answer. 

JNO.  EDWARDS, 

Colonel , Commanding, 

Major-General  Schofield. 
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Buffalo,  Mo.,  October  10,  18G3 — 6 p.  m. 

Captain  [G.  W.]  Murpliy,  of  the  Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia,  in  com- 
mand of  my  advance  guard,  has  just  arrived.  He  left  Warsaw  this 
morning  at  1 a.  in.;  had  skirmish  last  evening  near  Warsaw  with  the 
enemy’s  rear  guard.  Lieutenant  fit.  B.]  Biggs,  of  this  command,  was 
wounded.  He  killed  2 rebels  and  took  1 jmisoner.  Captain  Murphy 
reports  a suspicious  train  of  40  wagons  and  a large  amount  of  stock, 
which  has  been  following  Shelby’s  command,  and  there  are  several  fami- 
lies with  the  train  claiming  to  be  loyal.  The  supposition  is  that  the 
large  number  of  wagons  and  stock  plundered  by  the  rebels  have  been 
turned  over  to  this  train.  It  was  making  its  way  to  Sedalia.  Captain 
Murphy  detained  it  several  hours,  but,  being  under  orders,  had  to  leave  it. 

JNO.  EDWARDS, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

Major-General  Schofield. 


Headquarters  Army  in  the  Field, 

Buffalo , October  12,  1863 — 10  p.  m. 

General  : A dispatch  just  received  from  Captain  Laurant,  inform- 
ing me  of  your  expected  arrival  in  Springfield,  to  resume  command  of 
the  district,  I avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  report  to  you 
the  present  distribution  of  the  troops  in  the  field  and  of  my  operations 
since  I have  been  in  command. 

On  assuming  command,  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy,  under 
Shelby  and  Coffee,  were  in  force  at  Huntsville,  Ark.  I was  ordered 
by  the  department  commander  to  concentrate  the  troops  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  I ordered  Major  Eno,  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia,  with  his 
command,  to  Ca.ssville,  and  Major  King,  Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia, 
to  concentrate  all  the  troops  on  the  western  border,  at  Newtonia.  The 
messenger  carrying  the  dispatch  to  Major  King  was  captured,  and  con- 
sequently the  concentration  was  delayed.  The  enemy  passed  through 
Bentonville,  en  route  for  Neosho.  I ordered  Major  Eno  to  endeavor  to 
intercept  him.  The  enemy  were  too  far  in  the  advance  for  him  to  be 
able  to  accomplish  this,  and  passed  rapidly  through  to  Greenfield, 
Stockton,  Quincy,  and  Warsaw.  I ordered  the  two  12-pounder  howit- 
zers and  6-pounder  to  be  equipped  and  fitted  for  active  operations  with 
them,  and  about  150  men  started  to  intercept  the  enemy  at  Greenfield. 
I arrived  there  twenty-four  hours  after  the  enemy  had  passed,  with  a 
force  variously  estimated  from  2,000  to  4,000.  From  prisoners  I learned 
that  he  had  2,600,  and  subsequent  events  lead  me  to  believe  that  this 
was  correct.  At  Greenfield  I was  re-enforced  by  Majors  Eno  and  King 
with  about  500  men,  and  by  General  Holland  with  600  Enrolled  Missouri 
Militia.  We  pursued  the  enemy  as  far  as  Quincy,  where  I received  a 
dispatch  from  General  Schofield  ordering  me  to  keep  south  of  the 
enemy,  and  he  would  undoubtedly  be  driven  back ; and  also  to  keep 
my  men  and  horses  in  good  condition.  I directed  General  Holland  to 
Osceola,  to  watch  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  I remained  at  Quincy 
from  the  morning  of  the  9tfi  until  the  morning  of  the  10th,  as  it  was 
uncertain  whether  the  enemy  would  turn  to  the  east  or  west  of  Sedalia. 
My  scouts  having  brought  me  information,  late  on  the  night  of  the  9th, 
that  the  enemy  had  turned  eastward,  I moved  my  command  east  to 
within  7 miles  of  this  place.  On  the  morning  of  the  lltli,  I received  a 
dispatch  from  Colonel  [J.  J.]  Gravely  that  the  enemy  were  crossing  a 
large  amount  of  stock  at  Linn  Creek.  I ordered  Major  Eno,  with  500 
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cavalry  and  one  12-pounder,  to  intercept  at  that  point.  I had  strong 
scouts  out  all  the  roads  leading  from  fords  of  the  Osage. 

On  arriving  here,  I found  Lieut.  Col.  Quin  Morton,  with  a force  of 
400  infantry  and  about  300  cavalry,  encamped  on  the  Little  Niangua.  He 
reported  to  me,  and  then,  without  my  knowledge  and  in  disregard  of  my 
request,  moved  his  whole  force  to  Linn  Creek,  as  I had  ordered  him  to 
move  his  infantry  to  Lebanon,  to  garrison  the  post  and  relieve  the  cav- 
alry there,  which  could  move  more  rapidly  and  effectively  than  infantry. 

I received  a dispatch  from  department  headquarters  to  the  effect  that 
the  enemy  had  crossed  the  Pacific  Kailroad,  going  north.  I have  ordered 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Morton  to  move  his  command  immediately  to  Leba- 
non, and  Major  Eno  to  return  to  this  place  with  all  his  command,  when 
the  troops  can  be  so  distributed  as  to  intercept  them  should  the  enemy 
break  up  into  small  squads,  and  yet  be  concentrated  at  short  notice 
should  they  attempt  to  return  in  force. 

Ail  the  force  on  my  base  line  of  operations,  from  Lebanon  to  Osceola, 
will  amount  to,  in  round  numbers,  2,500  men  and  three  pieces  of  artillery, 
not  including  Colonel  Harrison’s  command,  which  I have  ordered  to 
Fayetteville.  I did  not,  in  my  hurried  movements,  forget  the  impor- 
tance of  a proper  defense  of  Springfield,  xlfter  drawing  away  so  many 
of  the  troops  at  that  point,  I have  everywhere  endeavored  to  arouse  the 
loyal  citizens  to  organize  and  assist  in  expelling  or  capturing  the  enemy. 

General,  I have  done  all  in  my  power  commensurate  with  the  means 
at  my  disposal  to  meet  the  enemy. 

Hoping  what  I have  done  may  meet  your  generous  approval,  I have 
the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  EDWARDS, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

General  John  McNeil, 

Commanding  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri. 


No.  12. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Austin  A.  King  Jr.,  Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , 
of  slcirmishes  near  and  at  Humansville , Mo. 

Humansville,  Mo., 

October  17,  1863—5  a.  m. 

General  : I chased  the  rebels  all  day  yesterday ; overtook  their  rear 
15  miles  from  Quincy  a half  hour  before  sunset ; had  a running  fight  to 
this  place,  where  we  captured  their  artillery  (6  or  9 pounder  brass)  and 
40  rouuds  of  ammunition.  I then  pursued  to  near  Stockton,  by  which 
time  it  was  too  dark  to  do  anything  ; besides,  my  cavalry  ha  ving  given 
completely  out.  I left  Warsaw  at  10  o’clock.  I send  artillery  and" com- 
pany back  to  Warsaw,  as  per  order  5 also  one  company  to  Lebanon.  1 
will  report  to  you  wherever  1 can  find  you  with  the  remaining  command 
immediately. 

My  horses  are  much  worn. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUSTIN  A.  KING,  Jr., 

Major , Commanding * 


Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil, 

Commanding  District  in  the  Field 9 
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Stockton,  Mo.,  October  17,  1863. 

General  : I have  just  arrived.  Learn  from  scouts  that  Shelby’s  com- 
mand crossed  the  Osage  at  Menifee’s  Mill  yesterday  at  3 o’clock,  and 
camped  in  the  northwest  corner  of  this  county  last  night.  General 
Ewing  is  three  hours  behind  him.  Shelby  is  reported  1,500  strong;  no 
artillery.  I sent  you  dispatch  this  morning,  supposing  you  near  Bichey’s 
Mills.  1 will  join  you  as  soon  as  possible.  My  cavalry  has  almost  given 
out.  I pursued  the  rebels  yesterday;  attacked  their  rear  near  Humans- 
ville ; captured  their  artillery  and  40  rounds  of  ammunition.  Killed  3 ; 
lost  no  men.  I followed  with  my  cavalry  12  miles,  when  it  became  too 
dark  to  follow  the  road  with  success.  I broke  their  .rear  guard  line 
three  times  without  any  loss. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUSTEN".  A.  KING,  Jr., 

Major,  Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil, 

Commanding  District  in  the  Field. 


No.  13. 

Deport  of  Capt.  Charles  B.  McAfee , Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , 

of  action  at  Neosho , Mo. 

Springfield,  Mo.,  October  10,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  Special 
Orders,  No.  197,  from  Headquarters  Southwestern  District  of  Missouri, 
dated  October  2,  1863,  I moved  from  Newtonia  at  8 a.  m.,  October  4; 
arrived  at  Neosho  at  11  o’clock,  on  my  way  to  join  Major  [A.  A.]  King 
in  the  field  (supj)osed  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pineville).  Not 
learning  anything  of  the  whereabouts  of  Major  King,  I immediately 
started  in  a southwest  direction,  on  the  Buffalo  road,  in  search  of  him, 
and  when  I had  marched  about  2 miles  from  Neosho,  I met  Coffee’s  band 
of  guerrillas,  about  300  strong.  They  formed  line,  but  immediately  fell 
back,  and  started  through  the  woods  in  direction  of  Neosho.  1 sent 
messengers  back  by  the  road  to  apprise  the  guard  (left  with  stores  and 
baggage  at  that  place)  of  their  approach,  and  moved  my  column  by 
small  circuit  back  to  Neosho,  and  entered  the  town  on  one  side  at  the 
same  time  that  the  rebels  entered  it  on  the  other.  We  opened  a brisk 
fire  upon  them,  driving  them  back.  They  recovered  in  a few  moments, 
and  again  moved  upon  the  town,  and  at  the  same  time  I discovered 
three  or  four  different  bodies  of  rebel  cavalry  approaching  from  different 
directions.  I saw  that  it  was  impossible  to  cut  our  way  through  their 
lines.  We  therefore  immediately  occupied  the  brick  court-house,  and 
again  drove  them  out  of  the  town.  We  remained  iu  the  court-house 
about  one  and  a half  hours,  and  fought  them,  and  until  they  bad  shot 
four  cannon  balls  through  it.  At  this  time  a white  flag  appeared,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  demand  an  immediate  and  unconditional  surren- 
der, which  I refused,  but  offered  to  surrender  provided  we  were  treated 
as  prisoners  of  war,  the  men  to  retain  their  clothing,  money,  &c.,  the 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  to  receive  the  same  treatment,  and  the  Union 
citizens  to  be  unmolested,  to  which  General  Shelby  at  first  objected, 
refusing  to  treat  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  as  prisoners  of  war.  1 re- 
plied that  we  would  all  share  the  same  fate,  and  would  not  surrender 
unless  all  would  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war.  General  Shelby  replied 
that  he  would  accept  my  conditions,  provided  I would  agree  to  have  my 
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whole  command  paroled  on  the  ground.  I positively  refused  to  agree 
to  the  paroling  of  my  command  in  this  way.  General  Shelby  refused  to 
parley  any  further,  and  said  he  would  shell  the  town  in  four  minutes  if 
we  did  not  agree  to  the  above  conditions.  I therefore  surrendered  my 
command,  consisting  of  123  men  and  5 officers  of  Third  Battalion  Sixth 
Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  and  34  men  and  1 officer  of  Captain 
Stairs  detachment  of  Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  a few  En- 
rolled Missouri  Militia  and  citizens,  making  in  all  about  180  men ; were 
paroled  by  companies,  the  officers  in  writing.  The  men’s  names  were 
taken  by  Shelby,  and  they  were  sworn  not  to  take  up  arms  against  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  until  duly  exchanged.  No  written  parole 
was  given  them. 

We  lost  our  entire  train  and  baggage,  which  had  been  moved  to  Neo- 
sho on  that  morning.  The  loss  on  our  side  was  2 killed  and  2 wounded, 
and  2 Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  (one  a lieutenant)  killed  by  Coffee’s  men 
after  they  had  been  paroled.  The  rebels  had  5 killed  and  9 wounded 
that  I have,  learned  of.  I believe  their  loss  was  greater.  Our  men 
fought  bravely,  and  we  could  not  have  been  taken  if  the  enemy  had  had 
no  artillery. 

General  Shelby  was  in  command  of  the  rebel  forces,  which  I estimated 
at  1,500  5 they  claimed  to  be  2,200  strong.  They  had  three  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, one  of  them  a good  gun,  the  other  two  indifferent.  I understood 
that  one  of  the  indifferent  ones  got  bursted  or  otherwise  damaged  at 
Neosho. 

I fiave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  B.  McAFEE, 

Captain  Third  Battalion , Sixth  J\lo.  State  Mil . Cav. 

Col.  J.  Edwards, 

Comdg.  Southwestern  District  of  Missouri,  Springfield. 


No.  14. 

Deports  of  Capt.  Henry  V.  Stall , Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , of 

action  at  Neosho , Mo. 

Newtonia,  Mo.,  October  4,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  your 
orders,  I moved  my  command  from  Neosho  to  this  place  (court  having 
adjourned  at  that  place).  About  1 mile  from  Neosho,  the  train  of  Cap- 
tain McAfee  was  attacked  and  mostly  captured.  My  train  had  just 
passed  that  of  Captain  McAfee,  but  I succeeded  in  bringing  it  out,  with 
the  loss  of  2 men  wounded.  I had  left  30  of  my  men  at  Neosho,  to  re- 
ceive Captain  McAfee’s  baggage,  &c.,  when  it  should  arrive  there.  This 
force  of  the  rebels  is  evidently  strong.  They  have  some  artillery,  which 
1 heard  some  distance  off,  engaging,  as  I supposed,  Captain  McAfee’s 
command. 

From  the  best  information  I can  obtain,  I am  confident  that  the  forces 
of  Coffee  or  Shelby  are  in  this  vicinity.  I shall  send  my  train  to  Mount 
Vernon  to-night,  and  take  what  force  I can  raise  here  and  go  and  recon- 
noiter  in  the  direction  of  Neosho. 

I am.  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  V.  STALL, 
Captain,  Commanding  Detachment. 

Brigadier-General  McNeil, 

Commanding  Southwestern  District  of  Missouri. 
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Newtonia,  Mo.,  October  4,  1863—10.30  p.  m. 

General:  I have  just  received  reliable  information  that  Captain 
McAfee,  commanding  detachment  of  three  companies  (I,  K,  and  M)  of 
the  Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  was  captured  at  Neosho  this 
afternoon  by  a rebel  force,  under  command  of  Coffee,  and  about  1,200 
or  1,500  strong,  with  three  pieces  of  artillery.  The  rebels  are  reported 
to  have  burned  Neosho,  and  then  moved  in  the  direction  of  Pineville. 
I am,  sir,'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  Y.  STALL, 
Captain , Commanding . 

Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil, 

Commanding  Southwestern  District  of  Missouri. 


No.  15. 

Report  of  May.  Edward  B.  Eno , Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , 
of  action  at  Neosho,  Mo. 

Newtonia,  October  5,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 

Colonel  : Beached  here  with  force  from  Cassville  at  4 a.  m.  Shelby 
attacked  Captain  McAfee  at  Neosho  yesterday,  capturing  him  and  his 
whole  force,  165  men,  with  a train  of  6 wagons  loaded  with  subsist- 
ence. Captain  McAfee  fought  them  as  long  as  he  could,  but  they 
knocked  the  court-house  down  with  their  artillery  (three  pieces).  Their 
force  is  1,200  or  1,500  strong.  They  left  Neosho  for  Carthage  about  4 
o’clock  last  evening.  About  200  prisoners  paroled  have  arrived.  I sug- 
gest that  you  order  the  artillery,  with  the  balance  of  the  cavalry,  to  join 
us  here,  when  we  could  push  on  and  be  further  re-enforced  at  Green- 
field. Shelby  will  march  night  and  day  to  reach  Jackson  County.  If 
we  start  after  him,  subsistence  must  be  sent  after  us.  We  have  five 
days’  rations.  Will  arrive  to-day. 

E.  B.  ENO, 

Major  [Eighth]  Missouri  State  Militia  [Cavalry]. 

Col.  J.  Edwards,  Springfield. 


No.  16. 

Reports  of  Col.  John  D.  Allen , Seventh  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri 

Militia , of  action,  at  Neosho.  Mo. 

Newtonia,  October  5, 1863. 

.} Colonel  : General  Shelby,  with  a force  estimated  at  from  1,000  to 
1,500,  stated  by  them  as  2,200,  attacked  Captain  McAfee  at  Neosho 
yesterday  at  1.30  p.  m.  Enemy  have  three  pieces  of  artillery.  Captain 
[C.  B.]  McAfee,  after  a short  fight,  surrendered,  having  7 or  8 killed 
and  wounded.  His  force  was  185  men.  Prisoners  were  paroled  yes- 
terday evening,  and  have  arrived.  The  enemy  left  Neosho  yesterday 
evening  about  4 o’clock,  in  direction  of  Carthage.  We  reached  here 
about  4 a.  m.  Majof  [A.  A.]  King  has  just  arrived.  Our  total  force  is 
550.  Coffee  is  with  the  enemy,  and  probably  will  visit  Greenfield. 
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Shelby  will  probably  attempt  to  go  to  Jackson  County.  Can  you  re- 
enforce us,  and  with  artillery  % No  commissary  stores  here.  Our  com- 
missary stores  from  Cassville  not  yet  arrived.  Will  arrive  by  night. 

JOHN  D.  ALLEN, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

Col.  J.  Edwards,  Springfield , Mo. 


Newtonia,  October  5,  [1SG3] — G.30  p.  m. 

Colonel  : A soldier  just  in,  who  was  released  by  the  enemy  4 miles 
this  side  of  Carthage  at  9 o’clock  this  morning,  states  that  he  heard  their 
guns  firing  at  Carthage ; that  part  would  go  by  Greenfield ; all  were 
destined  for  Jackson  County,  and  were  taking  away  all  the  wagons  they 
could  find.  They  are  going  to  take  their  plunder  out.  We  will  move 
rapidly,  via  Brownsville,  to-night,  to  Greenfield.  Our  subsistence 
should  meet  us  on  the  7th  or  night  of  Gth.  You  can  send  the  artillery, 
via  Mount  Vernon,  to  Greenfield,  which  do  rapidly,  if  possible. 

JOHN  D.  ALLEN, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

Col.  J.  Edwards,  Springfield , Mo. 


No.  17. 


Report  of  Maj.  Wick  Morgan , Seventh  Provisional  Enrolled  Missouri 
Militia,  of  skirmish  at  Greenfield , Mo. 


Headquarters, 

Melville,  Mo.,  October  6,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 


General:  Stockton  was  taken  last  night.  What  damage  done  not 
known.  Greenfield  was  taken  this  morning  just  at  daylight.  It  is  sup- 
posed to  be  Shelby’s  command  there.  Is  supposed  to  be  4,000  strong 
(cavalry).  I had  one  company  at  Greenfield  ; had  30  men  out  on  patrol 
scout ; some  sick $ several  on  detached  service.  I managed  to  get  my 
men  in  the  brush  all  safe.  They  are  coming  in  here.  My  patrols  have 
not  come  in  yet.  I have  sent  out  for  them,  and  sent  men  to  watch  the 
enemy. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

WICK  MORGAN, 

Major,  Commanding . 


General  John  McNeil. 


(Please  send  this  to  General  Holland.) 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Mil.  Dist.,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia, 

Springfield , October  G,  1863. 

Colonel  : The  bearer,  Mr.  Morgan,  brings  a verbal  dispatch  from 
his  son,  Major  [Wick]  Morgan,  commanding  at  Greenfield.  The  enemy, 
about  daylight  this  morning,  surrounded  Greenfield.  Major  Morgan  sue- 
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ceeded  in  drawing  off  bis  men  (one  eompany)  before  they  bad  completed 
investing  it,  and  did  not  lose  any  of  bis  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAS.  SHEPPABD, 

Assistant  Adjutant - General. 


Col.  J.  Edwards, 

Commanding  District  of  Soutlavestern  Missouri. 


October  6,  1863 — 2 p.  m. 

Tbis  dispatch  bas  just  been  brought  in  from  Greenfield. 

A.  W.  BISHOP, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  &c .,  Commanding  Post. 


[Indorsement.] 

Captain  Laurant  : 

Order  Colonel  Campbell,  at  Cassville,  to  send  back  immediately  Lieu- 
tenant Espey,  with  bis  battery,  and  Lieutenants  [C.]  Finley  and  Phelps, 
to  Springfield.  Telegraph  him  for  Colonel  Campbell  not  to  send  the  am- 
munition over  to  Colonel  Harrison,  at  Newtonia;  for  Colonel  Campbell 
to  bold  Cassville  with  bis  infantry  and  Lieutenant  George’s  command. 
Order  them  to  burry  up.  Telegraph  General  Schofield  the  enemy  were 
in  Greenfield  tbis  morning,  2,000  strong,  going  northeast.  I am  after 
them. 

JNO.  EDWABDS, 

Colonel , Commanding. 


No.  18. 

Reports  of  Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison , First  Arkansas  Cavalry  ( Union), 
of  operations  October  15-21. 

Headquarters, 

Cross  Timbers , via  Cassville , October  15,  1863. 

General  : Brooks  and  Brown  attacked  our  train  this  morning  at 
sunrise  with  a large  force,  claimed  by  rebels  to  be  1,000  men,  but  esti- 
mated by  citizens  to  be  600.  They  were  gallantly  repulsed  by  Major 
[E.]  Fitch,  commanding  escort.  He  was  supported  by  Captain  [J.]  Bay, 
with  bis  company  of  Eighteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  Lieutenant  [Will- 
iam] Mayes,  with  one  section  of  Stark’s  battery,  all  of  whom  behaved 
nobly.  I bad  already  started  for  Fayetteville,  with  two  battalions  of 
the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  Captain  [D.  D.]  Stark,  and  one  section  of 
bis  battery,  and  the  First  Arkansas  Howitzers.  After  having  marched 
7 miles,  on  hearing  the  firing,  I returned  rapidly,  but  arrived  about  fifteen 
minutes  after  the  enemy  had  retreated.  Our  loss,  1 sergeant  and  1 
private  killed,  1 private  mortally  wounded,  and  1 taken  prisoner.  Ene- 
my’s loss  not  known.  I shall  retain  my  whole  command  as  escort  to  the 
train,  and  move  as  rapidlv  as  possible  to  Fayetteville. 

M.  LA  BUE  HABBISON, 
Colonel , Commanding  Arkansas  Volunteers. 

Brigadier- General  McNeil,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

Fayetteville , Ark.,  October  21,  1863 — 6 p.  m. 
General:  After  the  attack  by  Brooks  and  Brown,  on  the  15th  in- 
stant, at  Cross  Timbers  (in  which  the  enemy  lost  15  killed  and  quite  a 
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number  wounded),  I remained  with  the  whole  command,  escorting  the 
- train  to  this  place,  where  it  arrived  on  the  18th  instant.  Learning  on 
that  day  that  Brooks  and  Brown  had  passed  Elm  Springs  early  in  the 
morning,  with  about  1,000  men,  and  that  they  would  probably  camp  at 
Brown’s  Mill,  5 miles  northwest  of  Elm  Spring,  1 immediately  ordered 
out  300  dismounted  men,  280  mounted  men,  and  four  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  started  in  pursuit  at  1 a.  in.  of  the  19th,  expecting  to  strike  the 
enemy  at  daybreak.  I reached  Brown’s  Mill  (17  miles)  at  sunrise,  and 
found  that  the  enemy  had  moved  toward  Maysville  by  a neighborhood 
road  at  noon  of  the  clay  previous.  So  many  men  being  dismounted,  and 
both  men  and  horses  being  completely  exhausted  by  the  eleven  days’ 
Missouri  expedition,  I was  forced  to  abandon  the  pursuit  until  I should 
be  able  to  renew  it  with  mounted  men  on  fresh  horses.  I learn  since 
that  the  enemy  left  the  Maysville  road  on  our  return  and  went  toward 
Huntsville,  by  way  of  Black’s  Mill.  They  are  well  mounted.  I have 
tried  in  vain  to  force  them  to  an  engagement.  They  will  not  fight,  and 
never  intend  to. 

My  horses  must  have  a little  rest  before  doing  much  duty.  I have 
nearly  100  men  unfit  for  duty  from  the  effects  of  the  34-miles  march  of 
Sunday  last. 

I hardly  know  which  way  you  wish  my  men  to  move  to-morrow.  You 
will  please  send  a messenger  to  them  at  Black’s  Mill  to-morrow  noon 
with  orders.  You  will  xnobably  find  Brooks  (if  he  does  not  run)  in 
camp,  4 miles  east  of  Huntsville. 

I remain,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  LA  BUE  HABBISON, 
Colonel , Commanding  Arkansas  Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General  McNeil. 


No.  19. 

Report  of  Capt.  DeWitt  C.  Hopldns , First  Arkansas  Cavalry  (Union), 
of  skirmish  on  Deer  Creek. 

North  Prairie,  October  16, 1863. 

Sir:  On  my  arriving  within  one-half  mile  of  Duroc,  I met  the  enemy, 
about  150  or  200.  It  was  on  Deer  Creek.  I formed  my  men  and  sent 
out  skirmishers.  They  moved  around  and  had  me  in  a half  circle.  They 
charged  us  with  a yell ; we  repulsed  them  the  first  time,  then  they 
charged  again.  I lost  5 of  my  men,  and  it  was  impossible  to  hold  out 
longer.  I took  the  woods,  and  brought  my  men  off  in  good  order,  disput 
ing  every  inch  of  the  ground.  I killed  a number  of  them.  I came  to 
this  place,  12  miles  from  that  place,  and  will  watch  the  road  and  find 
out  as  much  as  possible.  I have  men  out  on  the  scout  to  try  and  learn 
their  number.  There  are  a number  of  land  fires  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river 5 think  they  are  the  enemy’s. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  HOPKINS, 
Commanding  Scout. 


General  McNeil. 
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No.  20. 


Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing , jr.,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding 
District  of  the  Border , of  operations  October  12-21. 


Sedalia,  October  12,  1803—7  p.  m. 

Colonel  : I got  liere  at  11  a.  in.  from  Knobnoster,  and  Colonel  Weer 
from  same  point,  four  hours  behind  me.  I have  waited  all  day  for  dis- 
patches from  General  Brown,  but  have  not  a word  since  11  a.  m.  yester- 
day. The  failure  can  only  be  accounted  for  on  the  supposition  that 
bushwhackers  or  stragglers  or  scouting  parties  cut  off  the  messengers. 
A party  of  4,  sent  by  Colonel  [G.  H.]  Hall  in  the  night,  have  returned 
this  evening,  being  driven  back,  not  getting  through. 

I sent  a strong  party  through  this  afternoon,  and  move  all  my  com 
mand  to-night  toward  Boonville.  I cannot  get  there  before  noon  to-mor- 
row, as  it  is  dark  and  raining  violently.  I can  now  whip  Shelby  with 
my  command,  and  will  catch  up  with  him  if  he  keeps  his  command  to- 
gether, unless  he  changes  all  his  horses. 

My  convictions  are  that  if  Shelby  gets  out  of  Boonville,  he  will  try 
to  get  out  west  or  southwest.  Hence  I would  go  up  the  west  side  of 
La  Mine  until  I could  hear  from  General  Brown,  but  for  the  fact  that 
the  road  is  very  rough  and  hard  to  travel,  and  the  rumors  of  fighting 
at  Boonville  are  so  frequent  and  persistent  that  I cannot  fail  to  move 
toward  it  to-night. 

T am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier - Genera  l. 


Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

Assistant  Adjutant - General , &c. 


Four  Miles  Southwest  of  Chilhowee,  Mo., 

October  14,  1863 — 10.30  a.  m. 

General  : I failed  to  co-operate  with  General  Brown  because  I had 
to  delay  for  information  and  make  wrong  moves  on  rumors,  getting  no 
word  from  him  of  any  avail  to  me,  and,  from  the  separation  of  nearly 
all  my  cavalry  from  the  rest  of  my  command,  being  unable  to  scout  the 
country  thoroughly  for  information  as  to  the  enemy’s  movements.  Some 
of  General  Brown’s  messages  are  known  to  have  miscarried.  1 started 
at  1 a.  m.  from  Knobnoster,  and  came  by  Warrensburg,  and  reached 
Shelby’s  trail  three  hours  behind  the  column.  This  is  10  miles  south- 
west of  Warrensburg.  I can’t  overtake  them  before  they  reach  Clinton, 
as  my  stock  has  had  no  feed  of  rest  since  1 a.  m ; but  I can  probably 
harass  them,  so  as  to  keep  them  out  of  Clinton.  Colonel  Weer  is  3 miles 
behind.  Lazear  was  to  leave  Warrensburg  at  8 this  morning,  going 
northwest,  on  a venture  as  to  the  enemy’s  whereabouts.  Colonel  Neill 
was  at  Warrensburg  this  morning,  and  going  down  to  Clinton  to-day. 
The  Seventh  Missouri  camped  last  night  17  miles  southeast  of  Lexing- 
ton. I suppose  a part  of  General  Brown’s  command  is  following  about 
half  Shelby’s  force,  which  passed  down  Boonville  and  Warsaw  road. 
I have  advised  commanding  officers  at  Warrensburg,  Cole  Camp,  and 
Fort  Scott,  and  also  Colonel  Lazear.  I will  follow  as  long  as  the  en- 
emy keep.together.  They  number  400  to  600. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier - General. 

Maj.  Gen.  JonN  M.  Schofield,  Saint  Louis , Mo. 
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Crooked  Creek, 

Fifteen  Miles  East  of  Butler , October  14,  1863 — 7 p.  m. 
General  : I overtook  enemy’s  rear  guard  in  timber  here  at  sundown, 
and  had  some  skirmishing,  killing  1 and  capturing  several.  I am  com- 
pelled to  halt  half  the  night  lor  food  and  rest.  Hope  to  have  fresh 
troops  from  Clinton,  Fort  Scott,  and  border  stations  by  to-morrow  night. 
Enemy  turned  from  Clinton  road,  and  now  moves  toward  Papinsville. 
Weer  can’t  catch  up,  I fear. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier - General. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Saint  Louis , ilio. 


Carthage,  Mo.,  October  18,  1863—8  a.  m. 

General  : After  a march  of  7G  miles  in  twenty-four  hours,  I reached 
here  at  daylight,  expecting  to  encounter  Shelby’s  whole  command.  He 
passed  through  here,  however,  last  night  for  Neosho,  leaving  a small 
command  of  about  30  to  run  the  mill  and  collect  stragglers,  These  I 
captured,  with  their  horses,  arms,  and  equipments.  Among  the  prison- 
ers are  Maj.  J.  F.  Pickier  and  other  officers  and  men  belonging  to  seven 
different  Missouri  regiments.  Throughout  the  pursuit,  and  especially 
for  the  last  50  miles,  the  trail  has  been  lined  with  Shelby’s  horses, 
broken  down  in  the  chase.  His  men  have  been  leading  large  numbers 
of  horses,  stolen  in  La  Fayette  County,  to  supply  the  place  of  those 
abandoned.  He  has  no  transportation  nor  artillery,  keeps  no  roads, 
and  is  hard  to  follow  rapidly  by  night.  I think,  if  not  re-enforced  from 
below,  he  will  push  on  to  the  Arkansas,  without  unnecessary  halt, 
though  his  command  is  suffering  intensely  for  want  of  rest. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Schofield. 


Carthage,  October  18,  1863— 9 a.  m. 

General  ^Having  heard  that  General  McNeil  will  be  in  Sarcoxie 
to-night,  I write  him,  offering  co-operation.  I had  intended  a march  to- 
morrow night  on  Newtonia,  where  I expect  Shelby  to  concentrate  and 
remain  a day  or  two  to  get  flour,  unless  pursued  at  once.  I hear  re- 
ports from  scouts  and  otherwise  that  Marmaduke  is  advancing  from 
Fayetteville  to  re-enforce  Shelby,  and  will  not  withdraw  any  consider- 
able number  of  troops  until  I ascertain  what  foundation  there  is  for  the 
report. 

THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier -General. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Saint  Louis , Mo. 


Diamond  Spring,  Mo., 

October  21,  1863 — 1 p.  m. 

General  : Yesterday  at  daybreak  General  McNeil  wrote  from  Sar- 
coxie,  in  reply  to  my  proffer  of  assistance,  that  lie  was  strong  enough 
without  me.  I had  before  sent  a strong  scouting  party,  via  Neosho  and 
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Pineville,  which  lias  reported  that  Shelby’s  force,  which  we  pursued, 
passed  west  of  Pineville  Sunday  night,  going  south. 

I this  morning  received  a letter  from  the  commanding  officer  at  Cass- 
ville,  saying  General  McNeil  will  be  at  Elkhorn  to-night,  and  wants  me 
to  march  there.  I go  at  once ; infantry  afoot,  horses  going  back  to  Fort 
Scott,  and  escorting  trains  for  rations  and  clothing.  My  force,  350  in- 
fantry, 500  to  GOO  cavalry,  two  small  rifled  steel  guns,  and  two  mountain 
howitzers. 


Major-General  Schofield. 


THOMAS  EWING,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General-. 


No.  21. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Richard  II.  Broun , Twelfth  Missouri  Cavalry , Bistrict 
of  Saint  Louis , of  operations  October  9-10. 

La  Mine  Bridge,  October  15,  18G3— 7 p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Totten  : 

Major  [T.  W.]  Houts,  commanding  detachment  of  Seventh  Regiment 
Missouri  State  Militia,  has  just  returned  from  pursuing  the  rebels,  and 
reports  that  500  of  them  camped  1G  miles  south  of  this  place  and  near 
Florence;  also  that  they  are  making  for  the  Osage,  between  Cole  Camp 
and  Versailles.  They  have  one  piece  of  artillery.  General  Brown  was 
at  Sedalia  this  morning.  I started  10  wagon  loads  of  rations  to  him. 
The  force  of  rebels  that  crossed  west  of  this  place  will  probably  form  a 
junction  near  the  Osage.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cole  will  probably  give 
you  the  particulars  of  the  fight  at  Marshall.  I received  your  dispatch 
at  4 p.  m.  to-day.  Several  scouts  that  I sent  to  Generals  Brown  and 
Ewing  were  captured  yesterday.  I have  got  some  horses  from  the 
rebels,  and  shall  mount  scouts  for  my  use. 

R.  H.  BROWN, 

Major , Commanding . 

N.  B. — This  dispatch  is  dated  13th.  Operator  at  Tipton  says  it  is  so 
dated  in  his  copy,  but  that  it  should  have  been  15th.  Don’t  know  how 
he  knows. 

HANFORD, 

Telegraph  Operator. 


Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District, 

October  25,  1S63. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  Special 
Orders,  No.  93,  dated  Headquarters  Saint  Louis  District,  October  9, 1863, 
I gathered  together  on  that  date  all  the  effective  men  at  Benton  Bar- 
racks, Soldiers’  Home,  and  Schofield  Barracks,  No.  1,  amounting,  in  all, 
to  250  men.  For  200  of  these  I drew  arms  and  equipments  from  Major  [F. 
D.]  Callender,  commanding  Saint  Louis  Arsenal,  and  divided  the  detach- 
ments into  four  companies,  placing  them,  respectively,  under  the  charge 
of  the  following-named  commissioned  officers,  properly  belonging  to  the 
First  Regiment  Nebraska  Volunteer  Infantry:  Company  A,  Captain  [S. 
M.]  Curran ; Company  B,  Lieut.  Morgan  A.  Hance ; Company  C,  Lieut. 
Theodore  Lubbes,  and  Company  D,  Lieut.  Lewis  Lowry.  To  each* of 
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these  officers  I issued  50  Springfield  rifle-muskets,  caliber  .09,  model 
1842,  and  the  necessary  accouterments,  with  40  rounds  of  ammunition  to 
each  man,  and  had  the  detachment  ready  to  move  at  8 p.  m.  of  the  9th 
•instant.  At  10  p.  in.,  in  compliance  with  verbal  orders  received  from 
you,  I marched  the  detachment  to  the  Fourteenth  street  depot  of  the 
Pacific  Bailroad,  with  the  exception  of  a few  men  who  were  too  sick  to 
travel ; these  I left  at  Schofield  Barracks.  On  arriving  at  the  Pacific 
Railroad  depot,  my  detachment  was  put  on  board  the  cars,  with  two 
companies  of  the  Second  Regiment  Missouri  Artillery,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  [N.]  Cole,  of  that  regiment,  assuming  command  of  the  entire 
force,  and  we  left  for  Jefferson  City  at  11.30  p.  m.,  arriving  at  7 a.  m.  of 
the  10th  instant.  After  staying  at  Jefferson  City  about  four  hours,  and 
drawing  a supply  of  rations  and  necessary  cooking  utensils,  also  get- 
ting a detail  of  one  assistant  surgeon  to  take  care  of  the  sick  and  a 
lieutenant  to  assist  in  commanding  the  detachment  of  convalescents, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Cole  was  ordered  to  proceed,  with  his  command  and 
one  piece  of  the  First  Kansas  Battery,  to  California,  Moniteau  County, 
Missouri,  and  assume  command  of  that  post,  taking  arms  for  the  Thirty- 
fifth  Regiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  Colonel  Hickox  commanding. 
The  entire  command  remained  at  California  until  the  afternoon  of  the 
11th  instant,  at  which  time  Lieutenant- Colonel  Cole  was  ordered  to 
make  a reconnaissance  with  the  locomotive  and  necessary  cars  to  Tip- 
ton,  which  he  did,  taking  with  him  one  piece  of  artillery,  with  men  suffi- 
cient to  man  the  gun,  and  25  picked  men  from  Captain  Curran’s  com- 
pany, to  act  as  sharpshooters  on  the  train  ; also  85  mounted  men  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  [J.  D.]  Brutsche’s  command  of  provisional  troops,  to 
act  as  flankers  along  the  railroad.  Whilst  he  was  absent  I received  a 
large  supply  of  commissary  stores  from  Jefferson  City  ; also  dispatches 
from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lazear,  then  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  from  Tip- 
ton  toward  Boonville,  with  1,100  men.  These  dispatches  I forwarded,  by 
telegraph,  to  Brigadier- General  Totten,  at  Jefferson  City,  and  in  reply 
received  an  order  to  get  all  the  cavalry  together  that  I could,  and 
furnish  them  with  ammunition  and  five  days’  rations  of  bread  and  meat, 
ordering  them  to  report,  without  delay,  to  Lieutenant- Colonel  Cole,  at 
Tipton.  This  I did,  sending  the  balance  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brutsche’s 
command,  amounting  to  175  men,  and  75  men  from  the  Thirty-fifth 
Regiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Hickox,  making  an  aggregate  of  375  mounted  men  and  one  piece  of 
artillery.  With  this  force,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cole,  of  the  Second  Mis- 
souri Artillery,  started  from  Tipton  on  the  night  of  the  11th,  in  pursuit 
of  the  enemy,  toward  Boonville,  with  instructions  to  join  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Lazear’s  command,  if  possible. 

On  the  12th  instant,  I received  an  order  from  Brig.  Gen.  James  Tot- 
ten to  hold  my  command  in  readiness  to  move,  and  to  get  100  of  the 
Thirty-fifth  Regiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  ready  to  move  to  Tip- 
ton,  to  relieve  a company  of  the  Second  Regimen  t Missouri  Artillery 
that  I had  sent  to  that  place  in  pursuance  of  orders  received  from  him 
on  the  morning  of  the  12th.  On  the  same  day  1 received  an  order  from 
the  general  commanding  to  assume  command  of  four  companies  of  the 
First  Missouri  State  Militia,  on  their  arrival  at  California  with  60,000 
rations  for  the  army  of  Generals  Brown  and  Ewing,  and  to  proceed  with 
my  entire  command  to  La  Mine  Bridge,  and  report  by  messenger  to 
commanding  officers  of  troops  in  that  vicinity,  and  supply  them  with 
subsistence.  In  compliance  with  special  order  issued  to  Captain  [J.] 
Dietrich,  then  in  command  of  a battalion  of  First  Missouri  State  Militia, 
guarding  subsistence  stores  from  Jefferson  City  to  California,  at  5 p.  m.  of 
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the  12th  instant,  on  the  arrival  of  the  train,  I pat  my  entire  command  on 
the  cars,  composed  as  follows : One  company  of  the  Second  Regiment 
Missouri  Artillery,  four  companies  of  convalescents,  and  four  compa- 
nies of  the  First  Regiment  Missouri  State  Militia,  as  well  as  a detach- 
ment of  100  men  belonging-  to  the  Thirty-fifth  Regiment  Enrolled  Mis- 
souri Militia,  with  whom  I relieved  a company  of  the  Second  Regiment 
Missouri  Artillery  at  Tipton,  and,  taking  12  mounted  men  to  act  as 
scouts,  I proceeded  to  La  Mine  Bridge,  with  an  aggregate  of  550  men, 
12  horses,  and  70,000  rations.  At  Syracuse  I found  one  company  of 
the  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  guarding  a train  of  wagons 
belonging  to  the  force  under  Lieutenant- Colonel  Lazear,  then  supposed 
to  be  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  near  Boonville.  Ten  of  these  men  I had 
detailed  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  a message  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cer at  Sedalia,  in  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  Brigadier- 
General  Totten.  On  arriving  at  La  Mine  Bridge  at  12  p.  m.  of  the  12th, 
1 started  parties  of  mounted  men  out  in  all  directions  to  obtain  infor- 
mation of  the  movements  of  the  rebels,  and  to  carry  information  to  the 
commanding  officers  of  our  forces  in  the  field  of  my  arrival  at  La  Mine 
Bridge  with  60,000  rations,  under  the  charge  of  Captain  [E.]  Harding, 
commissary  of  subsistence. 

At  10  a.  m.  of  the  next  day,  10  six-horse  wagons  arrived  from  Sedalia, 
under  the  charge  of  Captain  [J.  E.]  Howard,  commissary  of  subsistence 
at  that  post.  These  wagons  I had  loaded  and  ready  to  move  toward 
Sedalia  by  4.10  p.  m.,  but  just  as  they  were  going  to  start,  a report  was 
brought  into  camp  that  the  rebels  were  at  Lebanon,  1,000  strong,  and 
one  piece  of  artillery,  robbing  the  citizens  of  horses  and  all  property 
that  they  could  carry  off.  I immediately  sent  out  a party  of  10  mounted 
men,  belonging  to  Captain  Howard’s  escort,  to  watch  the  movement  of 
the  rebels,  and  see  as  to  the  truth  of  the  citizen’s  statement,  sending  him 
along  as  a guide.  I also  sent  a message  to  Tipton  by  the  locomotive, 
under  the  charge  of  Captain  Curran,  of  the  First  Regiment  Nebraska 
Volunteers,  to  be  forwarded  by  telegraph  to  Brigadier-General  Totten, 
at  Jefferson  City,  informing  him  of  the  position  of  the  enemy.  I also 
placed  my  men  in  what  I considered  the  best  position  for  successfully 
defending  the  large  amount  of  public  property  in  my  charge.  My  en- 
campment was  on  a piece  of  cleared  land,  nearly  the  shape  of  a horse- 
shoe ; this  was  caused  by  the  La  Mine  River  running  in  a crescent-like 
shape  in  my  rear.  In  my  front  was  an  almost  perpendicular  bluff,  with 
two  ravines,  by  which  infantry  could  gain  the  top,  immediately  under 
the  bluff  and  sheltered  from  all  fire.  In  front  was  the  train  of  railroad 
cars,  with  60,000  rations  aboard ; in  the  rear  of  the  railroad,  and  completely 
hid  from  the  sight  of  the  enemy,  yet  covered  and  under  the  protection  of 
my  own  men,  was  Captain  Howard’s  train  of  10  wagons  and  10,000  ra- 
tions. I immediately  detailed  one  company,  to  be  divided  into  squads, 
and  placed  so  as  to  command  all  approaches  to  the  camp;  and  as  a report 
came  into  camp  that  the  enemy  was  approaching,  I ordered  one  com- 
pany of  the  First  Missouri  State  Militia  to  deploy  as  skirmishers  in  the 
timber  on  the  east  side  of  my  camp,  and  one  on  the  west  side.  I also 
ordered  three  companies  of  convalescents  to  deploy  as  skirmishers  on 
the  top  of  the  bluff,  and  one  company  to  be  held  as  a reserve ; one  com- 
pany I placed  behind  the  railroad  track,  so  as  to  defend  the  railroad 
train  and  Captain  Howard’s  wagon  train  ; two  companies  of  the  Second 
Regiment  Missouri  Artillery  I kept  in  line,  to  move  anywhere  they 
might  be  needed,  and  the  camp  guard  watching  the  river  in  my  rear. 

At  4.20  p.  m.,  a company  of  the  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry came  with  a train  of  30  wagons,  driving  furiously  toward  my  camp. 
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The  wagons  I ordered  to  be  parked  in  the  open  space  of  ground  in  the 
rear  of  the  railroad,  and  under  the  cover  of  my  men  on  the  bluff,  with 
each  driver  holding  the  team  well  in  hand.  I then  took  the  company  of 
cavalry  and  divided  it  into  two  squads,  and  sent  them  out  on  the  main 
roads  leading  toward  Lebanon,  to  watch  the  approach  of  the  rebels.  At 
4.30  o’clock,  a squad  of  cavalry  brought  me  intelligence  that  the  enemy 
* was  crossing  the  railroad  2 miles  east  of  my  camp $ but  as  the  locomo- 
tive was  then  absent  with  dispatches  to  Tipton,  I could  not  send  infantry 
to  hold  them  in  check,  and  I had  but  about  30  mounted  men  at  hand  ; 
these  I sent  after  them  to  pick  up  stragglers  and  harass  their  rear.  I 
also  sent  one  entire  company  of  infantry  on  foot  to  watch  the  crossing 
of  the  railroad,  and  another  to  stay  in  ambush  for  any  small  squad  of 
rebels  that  might  be  following  the  main  body.  I also  sent  as  soon  as 
possible  10  mounted  men  with  a dispatch  to  Brigadier-General  Brown 
(whom  I naturally  supposed  would  be  on  the  heels  of  the  rebels),  inform- 
ing him  at  what  point  the  rebels  crossed  the  railroad,  and  that  I could 
furnish  him  with  a wagon  train  ready  loaded  with  provisions,  so  that 
there  need  be  no  delay  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  I also  telegraphed 
General  Totten,  at  Jefferson  City,  the  direction  the  rebels  had  taken,  so 
that  a force  might  get  between  them  and  Warsaw  on  the  way  to  the 
Osage  River,  and  it  would  be  well,  perhaps,  to  state  that  there  was  a 
rumor  among  the  people  around  Otterville  that  General  Price  was  ex- 
pected to  come  through  the  country  with  3,000  men  and  some  artillery. 
What  gave  tone  to  this  rumor  was  the  fact  that  a number  of  men  from 
that  section  of  country  known  to  belong  to  General  Price’s  body  guard 
was  with  Shelby,  and  I do  believe  that  Shelby’s  raid  was  merely  a feeler 
to  find  out  what  kind  of  a reception  a larger  force  would  receive.  This 
belief  is  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  the  rebels  tried  to  conciliate  as 
much  as  possible  the  people  in  the  country  through,  which  they  passed. 

In  reviewing  the  conduct  of  the  commissioned  officers  and  enlisted  men 
during  the  expected  attack  of  the  enemy,  it  is  but  justice  to  them  to 
state  that,  with  a few  exceptions,  they  behaved  admirably  $ the  enlisted 
men  going  as  steadily  to  their  positions  as  if  it  was  an  every  day  occur- 
rence 5 especially  was  this  the  case  with  the  four  companies  of  stragglers, 
although  some  of  them  had  barely  sufficient  clothing  to  cover  their 
nakedness — without  a murmur,  they  bivouacked  all  night  without  fire, 
some  of  them  not  having  a blanket  or  covering  of  any  kind — and  I would 
also  respectfully  state  that  I consider  the  enlisted  men  of  the  detachment 
of  the  First  Missouri  State  Militia  well  calculated  to  do  good  service  in 
the  field  if  placed  under  the  charge  of  commissioned  officers  who  will 
fearlessly  enforce  their  orders. 

The  detachment  of  the  Second  Regiment  Missouri  Artillery  were  well 
behaved,  and  I had  no  trouble  with  them  during  the  time  they  were 
under  my  command,  and  to  Lieut.  Henry  Troll,  of  that  regiment,  I am 
under  great  obligations  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  he  did  his  duty 
as  officer  of  the  day,  enforcing  my  orders  and  keeping  the  camp  in  good 
order ; also  to  Gapt.  Edward  Harding,  commissary  of  subsistence,  for 
providing  for  the  wants  of  the  men  during  our  stay  at  La  Mine  Bridge. 
It  would  be  well,  perhaps,  to  state  that  when  the  four  companies  of  the 
First  Regiment  Missouri  State  Militia  joined  my  command  there  was  con- 
siderable disorder  among  the  enlisted  men  of  that  regiment  and  a contin- 
uous hurrahing  for  Jim  Lane  and  cursing  of  General  Totten  ; also  a con- 
siderable disposition  shown  among  the  men  to  appropriate  other  people’s 
property  in  the  shape  of  sheep,  chickens,  &c.,  to  their  own  use,  thereby 
setting  a pernicious  example  to  the  balance  of  the  command,  and,  as 
some  of  the  commissioned  officers  did  not  appear  to  interest  themselves 
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in  the  suppression  of  these  irregularities,  I felt  it  my  duty  to  issue  an 
order  calling  the  attention  of  the  entire  command  to  the  fact  that  a 
strict  compliance  with  revised  Army  [Regulations  and  existing  orders 
would  be  required  of  both  commissioned  officers  and  enlisted  men,  and 
that  no  enlisted  man  should  be  allowed  to  take  his  gun  outside  of  the 
camp  line  unless  on  duty.  By  this  means,  and  the  assistance  of  some 
of  the  commissioned  officers,  I stopped  to  a great  extent  the  propensity 
to  rob  the  people  of  their  property,  and  had  my  camp  in  good  order 
during  my  stay  at  La  Mine  Bridge. 

On  the  19th  instant,  I was  ordered  by  Brigadier-General  Brown  to  pre- 
pare to  move  to  Saint  Louis  with  my  entire  command,  and  at  11  o’clock 
the  next  day,  on  the  arrival  of  two  companies  of  the  Ninth  Regiment 
Minnesota  Volunteers,  I left  La  Mine  Bridge  with  my  command,  taking 
13  captured  horses,  to  turn  over  to  the  post  quartermaster  at  Jefferson 
City. 

On  the  20th,  I had  a camp  and  picket  guard  detailed  as  usual,  and  in- 
structed Morgan  A.  Hance,  first  lieutenant  of  Company  G,  First  Regi- 
ment Nebraska  Volunteer  Infantry,  who  was  detailed  as  officer  of  the 
day,  to  have  10  good  men  picked  from  the  number  detailed  for  guard, 
and  wTienever  the  railroad  train  stopped  betwixt  La  Mine  Bridge  and 
Saint  Louis  to  have  these  guards  placed  so  as  to  stop  the  men  from 
straggling  from  the  cars  and  getting  whisky  or  stealing  people’s  prop- 
erty. The  latter  part  of  this  order,  I am  sorry  to  say,  he  did  not  obey, 
and  when  the  train  stopped  near  Pacific  City,  between  100  and  200  men 
entered  the  orchard  of  a citizen  and  stole  a large  quantity  of  fruit,  and 
when  I ordered  Lieutenant  Hance  to  have  his  guard  keep  the  men  on 
the  cars,  he  simply  went  out  of  the  passenger  car  and  returned  in  a 
minute  stating  that  he  could  not  find  the  guard ; this  whilst  the  officer 
of  the  guard  was  standing  by  his  side.  Indeed,  the  conduct  of  this  offi- 
cer has  been  such  during  the  entire  trip  that  I would  not  recommend 
him  to  take  charge  of  a corporal’s  squad,  and  I felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
place  him  under  arrest  for  neglect  of  duty,  reporting  his  case  to  you,  and 
awaiting  further  instructions  as  to  whether  I should  prefer  charges 
against  him  or  not. 

I would  also  respectfully  state  that,  on  my  arrival  at  Saint  Louis,  my 
entire  command  was  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  your  instructions. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  BROWN, 

Major  Twelfth  Regiment  Missouri  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

R.  R.  Livingston, 

Colonel  First  Regiment  Nebraska  Volunteer  Infantry , 

Commanding  District  of  Saint  Louis , Saint  Louis , Mo. 


No.  22. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Quin  Morton , Twenty-third  Missouri  Infantry , 
District  of  Rolla , of  operations  October  7-22. 

Headquarters  Post, 

Rolla , Mo.,  October  23,  1863. 

General  : In  obedience  to  your  order  of  October  7, 1863, 1 assumed 
command  of  three  companies  of  Twenty-third  Missouri  Volunteers,  and 
marched  from  this  place  at  5 p.  m.  for  Lebanon.  I was  joined  by  three 
companies  of  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry  Volunteers  before  reaching 
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Waynesville.  We  reached  Lebanon  on  the  8th,  at  4 p.  m.;  reported  to 
Colonel  Gravely.  Left  Lebanon  at  2 p.  m.  on  the  9th,  in  command  of  600 
men,  consisting  of  four  companies  of  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia,  two 
companies  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia,  under  Major  [W.J  Fischer;  three 
companies  of  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry  Y olunteers,  and  three  companies 
of  Twenty-third  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry.  Marched  slowly,  in  obe- 
dience to  Major-General  Schofield’s  order,  for  two  days,  awaiting  three 
companies  of  Eleventh  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  under  command 
of  Captain  Kauffman.  Arrived  on  the  Little  Kiangua  on  the  10th ; com- 
municated with  Colonel  Edwards,  commanding  Southwest  District ; 
found  that  the  enemy  had  left  Warsaw.  Colonel  Edwards  was  falling 
back  south,  although  the  enemy  were  going  north,  scouts  informed,  and 
General  Schofield  telegraphed  me  that  the  enemy  would  probably  cross 
the  river  at  Linn  Creek.  I marched  for  that  place  on  the  11th,  arriving 
in  the  evening;  received  order,  dated  12th,  from  Colonel  Edwards,  to  fall 
back  to  Lebanon,  which  order  I declined  to  obey.  On  the  12th,  was  joined 
by  Captain  Kauffman  and  three  companies  of  Eleventh  Missouri  Volun- 
teers. I sent  four  companies  of  cavalry  to  Tuscumbia,  to  hold  the 
fords  from  Brockman’s  to  15  miles  below  Tuscumbia.  One  company  of 
Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  held  the  fords  from  Brockman’s  to  Linn 
Creek.  One  company  of  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  held  Cabell’s  Ford, 
10  miles  above  Linn  Creek.  On  the  15th,  I received  information  from 
General  Totten  that  Colonel  Edwards  was  holding  the  fords  from 
W arsaw  down  the  river  with  1,500  men . On  the  16th,  received  order  from 
General  Totten  to  hold  fords  as  far  west  as  W arsaw.  Sent  Major  Fischer 
at  daylight  on  the  17th  with  five  companies  of  cavalry,  in  obedience  to 
order.  He  reached  Bainy  Creek  Ford  that  evening,  but  the  enemy  had 
crossed  on  the  night  of  the  15th,  about  200  strong,  Colonel  Edwards 
having  drawn  his  forces  off.  On  the  evening  of  the  18th,  a message 
from  Colonel  Gravely  informed  me  that  the  enemy  were  threatening 
Lebanon.  I ordered  all  the  available  force  to  march  immediately. 
They  left  at  12  p.  in.;  reached  Lebanon  at  9 o’clock  on  the  19th.  On 
the  evening  of  the  19th,  I arrived  at  that  place  with  four  companies  of 
cavalry  and  one  of  infantry.  On  arriving,  I received  orders  from  Major- 
General  Schofield  to  march  my  infantry  to  this  place ; reached  here  on 
22d,  noon. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

QUIN  MOBTOK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Post . 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies, 

Commanding  District  of  Bolla. 


Ko.  23. 

Deport  of  Brig.  Gen.  Colly  B.  Holland , Enrolled  Missouri  Militia . 

Headquarters, 

Mount  Vernon , October  18,  1863. 

Colonel  : I arrived  this  morning  at  3 o’clock,  traveling  all  night  and 
night  before.  Men  and  horses  pretty  well  worn  out.  Got  in  enemj^’s 
advance  before  they  got  to  Greenfield.  They  passed  around  Green- 
field, traveling  through  the  woods  part  of  the  time.  By  my  orders, 
Captains  Holden  and  Maiss  followed,  with  instructions  to  give  me  in- 
formation from  time  to  time  of  their  whereabouts,  and  also  Major  Hart 
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to  advance  on  them,  it  being  impossible  to  follow  them  in  main  force, 
on  account  of  our  artillery  and  wagons.  Major  Hart  engaged  them  8 
miles  east  of  here,  and  sent  for  re-enforcements.  I sent  immediately 
Colonel  Jones  with  all  his  available  men  to  Marion ville,  to  intercept 
them,  having  previously  sent  Captain  Roberts  with  fresh  horses*  and 
men  and  part  of  Colonel  Boyd’s  men,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Robert- 
son, to  move  forward,  leaving  all  their  wagons,  &c.  I hope  to  announce 
capture  and  rout  of  the  enemy.  Colonels  McMahon  and  King,  I suppose, 
are  following  another  party  west;  have  not  heard  from  them  since  their 
success  at  Humansville,  taking  one  piece  of  artillery.  The  party  going 
out  this  way  is  from  1,200  to  1,500  men,  many  bareheaded.  We  have 
pursued  them  closely  ; they  have  had  no  time  to  plunder  since  we  got 
near  them  at  Quincy.  General  McNeil  has  moved  toward  Sarcoxie, 
ready  for  emergencies ; is  in  pursuit  of  Shelby  and  Coffee,  they  having 
about  600  men. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  B.  HOLLAND, 
Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  W.  Bishop, 

Commanding  at  Springfield , Mo. 


No.  24. 

Reports  of  Col.  Joseph  0.  Shelby , Fifth  Missouri  Cavalry  ( Confederate ), 
commanding  expedition , of  operations  September  22-November  3. 

Camp  Price, 

Tivo  miles  west  of  Washington , Hempstead  Co.,  Arlc.,  Nov.  4,  1863. 

General  : I have  arrived  safely  with  my  entire  command,  increased 
about  600.  I have  fought  five  battles ; had  daily  skirmishes  ; traveled 
1,500  miles;  captured  and  paroled  500  prisoners  ; destroyed  6 railroad 
bridges;  torn  up  30  miles  of  track ; entered  Boonville ; marched  to  Mar- 
shall; met  Generals  Brown  and  Ewing  there  with  8,000  men;  fought 
them  six  hours;  lost  125  men;  expended  all  ray  ammunition,  and  re- 
treated in. splendid  order.  The  trail  of  the  rifled  gun  broke  short  off, 
and  I was  forced  to  leave  it.  The  wagons  I carried  off  20  miles  and 
sunk  in  the  river  at  Waverly.  The  brass  gun  I brought  to  Humansville, 
where  General  [John]  McNeil  pressed  my  rear  so  closely  that  I was  forced 
to  leave  it  after  the  horses  were  'completely  exhausted.  My  men  and 
horses  are  worn  out,  and  must  rest  here  for  a week  or  two.  I would  be 
pleased  if  you  would  send  me  all  my  wagons  and  the  rest  of  my  men 
now  with  you,  so  I can  organize  and  get  them  in  condition  again.  I 
will  communicate  more  fully  in  the  course  of  five  or  six  days. 

Very  respectfully, 

JO.  O.  SHELBY, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Expedition. 

General  J.  S.  Marmaduke, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Forces. 


Headquarters  Shelby’s  Brigade, 

Camp  Price,  November  16,  1863. 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  make  to  you  the  following  detailed  report 
of  my  operations  in  Arkansas  and  Missouri: 

On  September  21, 1 received  General  Price’s  final  orders,  and  on  the 
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next  day  (the  22d)  started  on  the  march  for  1,500  miles.  My  command 
consisted  of  detachments  from  the  three  regiments  composing  my  bri- 
gade, [Benjamin]  Elliott’s  battalion  of  scouts,  and  a section  of  two  pieces 
of  artillery,  under  Lieutenant  [David]  Harris,  of  [Joseph]  Bledsoe’s  bat- 
tery, the  entire  force  numbering  about  000  men,  rank  and  file.  The 
weather  was  propitious,  and  the  glorious  skies  of  a southern  autumn 
Hashed  cheerily  down  upon  waving  banners  and  glittering  steel  as  we 
marched  proudly  by  the  white-haired  chieftain,  General.  Price,  and  his 
hearty  benediction  was  solemnly  prophetic  of  my  entire  success. 

From  the  23d  to  the  27th  I traveled  hard,  determining  to  force  the 
line  of  the  Arkansas  Biver  before  notice  could  possibly  be  given  of  my 
advances,  and  then,  if  necessary,  rest  in  the  Boston  Mountains,  whose 
fast  and  eternal  precipices  could  bear  no  fatal  dispatch  ahead. 

My  advance  on  the  27th,  always  led  by  the  daring  and  dashing  [W.  W.] 
Thorp,  skirmished  for  miles  wiith  these  Federal  outlaws  and  jayhawkers, 
always  killing  or  scattering  them,  when  suddenly  he  ran  directly  upon 
some  200  of  the  First  Arkansas  Infantry ; charged  them  furiously,  but 
they,  gaining  the  cover  of  heavy  timber,  forced  Thorp  back  from  range. 
I immediately  ordered  two  regiments  to  dismount,  who  skirmished  with 
them  until  [G.  P.J  Gordon  and  [David]  Shanks  got  on  either  flank,  when 
a simultaneous  charge  scattered  them  like  chaff,  and  our  rough  riders 
rode  them  down  like  stubble  to  the  lava  tide.  The  enemy’s  loss  was 
about  10  killed,  20  wounded,  and  50  prisoners.  This  fight  occurred  12 
miles  from  the  Arkansas  Biver,  so  I determined  to  push  rapidly  for  it, 
cross,  and  pass  north  of  Ozark  before  morning.  The  fording  was  shal- 
low, but  treacherous  and  dangerous  from  the  shifting  sauds,  yet  no  ac- 
cident marred  the  spirits  of  the  men,  and  the  last  beams  of  the  golden 
sun  went  down  upon  600  veterans  with  bright  eyes  looking  far  away 
northward,  and  the  stern  purpose  in  their  hearts  to  conquer  or  die. 
After  halting  two  hours,  feeding  both  men  and  horses,  distributing 
captured  property  (which  consisted  of  three  wagons  loaded  with  quar- 
termasters’ and  commissary  supplies),  and  scouting  well  toward  Clarks- 
ville and  Dardanelle,  I commenced  march  again  at  10  o’clock,  and  by 
daylight  passed  through  Ozark,  and  continued  over  the  Boston  Mount- 
ains to  Mulberry  Greek,  where  the  tired  and  jaded  horses  had  rest. 
For  the  next  three  days  I made  slow  and  easy  marches,  gathering  up 
the  utmost  strength  of  my  command,  for  soon  it  would  be  stretched  to 
its  utmost  tension,  and  the  gleam  of  its  banners,  yet  warm  with  south- 
ern breezes,  would  sparkle  with  the  frosty  diamonds  of  a northern  lati- 
tude. 

On  the  29th,  I passed  through  Huntsville,  and  encamped  for  the  night 
at  Bentonville,  destroying,  as  I crossed,  the  telegraph  wire,  on  the  Fay- 
etteville road,  for  miles. 

On  the  31st,  I moved  out  to  McKissick’s  Springs,  and  waited  until 
Colonel  [D.  O.]  Hunter  joined  me.  with  200  men,  which  he  had  been  re- 
cruiting for  some  time  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

October  2,  I marched  from  McKissick’s  Springs  to  Pineville,  where 
Missouri  breezes  blew  and  Missouri  skies  looked  down  upon  us.  Here 
Colonel  [J.  T.]  Coffee  joined  me  with  400  men.  I had  determined  to 
march  upon  Neosho  the  night  of  the  2d,  but  Colonel  Coffee’s  forces 
coming  in  only  by  squads  and  companies,  I resolved  to  remain  in  camp 
at  Pineville  until  the  next  morning,  in  the  mean  time  guarding  and  pick- 
eting every  highway  and  by-way  leading  in  a northerly  direction. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  [4th],  I started  for  Neosho,  where 
there  were  300  Federal  cavalry  stationed — a terror  to  the  country,  the 
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iusulters  of  unprotected  women,  and  the  murderers  of  old  and  infirm 
men.  I made  my  dispositions  as  follows:  Coffee  was  to  make  a detour 
and  gain  the  rear  of  the  town ; Gordon  to  take  position  on  the  right 
flank  and  extend  his  line  to  Coffee,  as  was  Shanks  on  the  left,  while 
I,  with  [J.  C.]  Hooper  and  Hunter,  the  artillery  and  the  battalion, 
made  the  attack  and  drove  them  in  their  fortifications.  The  plan  was 
well  and  skillfully  carried  out,  and  the  doomed  enemy  were  encom 
passed  by  a cordon  of  steel  before  they  knew  of  a foeman  near.  Thorp, 
with  his  usual  dash,  drove  their  pickets  into  town,  where  they,  with  the 
main  body,  took  refuge  in  a strong  brick  court-house,  pierced  and  loop- 
holed  for  musketry,  where  they  kept  up  a hot  fire  upon  our  advancing 
columns.  Without  artillery  this  position  could  only  be  taken  at  a heavy 
sacrifice,  and  the  Federals  were  already  beginning  to  laugh  at  the  fire  of 
my  skirmishers,  when  I ordered  my  cannon  into  position  and  sent  two 
balls  crashing  through  the  walls.  This  was  followed  by  an  immediate 
demand  for  unconditional  surrender,  which,  after  some  little  parley, 
they  agreed  to,  and  all  their  horses,  arms,  stores,  and  everything  they 
possessed  fell  into  my  hands.  The  men  I paroled  and  left  at  liberty, 
thinking  it  best  not  to  weaken  my  command  by  detaching  from  it  the 
guards  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  furnish  to  send  them  to  our 
lines. 

Halting  in  ^Neosho  only  long  enough  to  distribute  the  arms  and  am- 
munition, I pushed  on  rapidly  for  Sarcoxie,  resting  on  Jones  Creek  some 
five  hours,  and  fed  my  command. 

October  4,  passed  through  the  blackened  and  desolated  town  of  Sar- 
coxie, whose  bare  and  fire-scarred  chimneys  point  with  skeleton  fingers 
to  heaven  for  vengeance ; then  to  the  town  of  Oregon,  or  Bowers’  Mill, 
a notorious  pest  spot  for  the  militia,  which  was  sacked  and  then  swept 
from  the  face  of  the  earth,  to  pollute  it  no  more  forever,  and  halted  within 
IS  miles  of  Greenfield. 

By  daylight  of  the  5th  the  town  was  surrounded.  The  nest  was  there, 
and  warm,  but  the  birds  had  flown.  Our  advance  had  a brief,  short  fight 
with  their  rear,  killing  some  and  capturing  some.  Here  I appropriated 
the  contents  of  several  stores,  captured  a quantity  of  arms,  and  de- 
stroyed a strong  fort,  and  rested  for  the  night  10  miles  north  of  Stock- 
ton,  after  burning  a fort  there  and  driving  out  a few  militia. 

All  along  this  road  the  inhabitants  had  their  household  furniture 
taken  from  their  houses,  and  waiting  in  silence  and  in  sorrow  for  us  to 
apply  the  torch,  it  having  been  represented  to  them  that  my  command 
was  laying  the  country  waste,  as  though  God  had  sent  the  whirlwind 
and  the  storm  to  drive  back  the  laws  of  nature  and  desolate  the  land 
with  fire,  pestilence,  and  famine.  On  this  route  every  house  belonging 
to  a Southern  family  has  been  burned,  and  the  family  as  effectually 
destroyed  as  if  the  waves  of  the  Head  Sea  had  rolled  over  them  with 
their  dread  monotony. 

October  6,  passed  through  Humansville  and  encamped  within  10 
miles  of  Warsaw,  capturing  on  the  road  some  30  Government  wagons, 
and  picking  up  many  prisoners.  This  day’s  march  was  fruitful  of  good 
horses,  and  many  changed  hands  in  a few  hours.  At  Humansville  a 
force  of  militia  attempted  to  dispute  the  march  of  my  victorious  army, 
but  they  were  charged  and  scattered,  and  driven  like  sheep  to  the  thick 
undergrowth  and  timber  that  skirts  the  town. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  I reached  Warsaw,  and  found  the  Federals 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  to  dispute  the  crossing  of  the  river.  Before 
reaching  the  town,  however,  I had  sent  Gordon’s  regiment  to  cut  them 
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off  from  the  road  toward  Osceola  and  the  battalion  on  the  east.  Dis 
mounting  Hooper’s  regiment,  I formed  them  in  line  of  battle  and  sent 
them  straight  for  the  ford,  which  was  about  2 feet  deep.  The  men, 
impatient  for  the  fray,  dashed  across  the  river,  deployed  as  skirmishers, 
and,  supported  by  Shanks  and  Hunter,  drove  all  opposition  away,  and 
soon  the  banner  of  the  bars  flung  its  proud  folds  on  the  breeze,  emblem 
of  a pure  and  high  nationality.  Yast  quantities  of  all  kinds  of  stores 
were  captured  here,  with  some  arms  and  prisoners,  and  a strong  and 
well  provisioned  fort.  Thus  far  I had  traveled  ahead  of  all  information, 
but  now  the  telegraph  flashed  out  its  view-halloo,  and  the  railroads 
groaned  under  the  dire  preparations  to  meet  me,  and  the  thunderer  of 
Saint  Louis  threatened  vengeance  as  dark  as  death  and  terrible  as  the 
grave. 

Upon  the  8th  and  9th,  I leisurely  marched  through  Cole  Camp,  the 
cradle  of  most  of  liberty  in  Missouri,  and  the  fount  of  glory  to  the  gal 
lant  [W.  S.]  O’Kane,  and  Florence,  another  beautiful  little  town  in  this 
most  beautiful  section.  Yast  herds  of  horses  covered  the  prairies,  a 
sight  most  refreshing  to  my  grim  old  dragoons,  and  during  the  two  days 
quantities  of  good  Union  steeds  were  changed  into  rebel  chargers,  and 
their  reckless  riders  went  spurring  away  for  the  Missouri  Kiver. 

At  daylight  on  the  10th,  Tipton  was  surrounded  and  taken,  after 
driving  out  a detachment  of  militia,  together  with  its  large  depot,  stores, 
and  quantities  of  all  kinds  of  supplies,  just  missing  a party  of  Federal 
officers  coming  down  from  Sedalia  on  a kind  of  reconnaissance  with  an 
unattached  locomotive.  The  night  before,  I picked  100  men  of  my  com- 
mand, and  sent  them,  under  Capt.  Tames  Wood,  with  instructions  to 
attack  and  destroy  the  La  Mine  Bridge  at  all  hazards.  Slowly  and 
surely,  in  the  dark  and  murky  night,  this  gallant  officer  approached 
the  block-house  in  which  40  Federals  were  keeping  watch  and  ward 
over  their  precious  charge,  and  before  the  sentinel  on  post  could  give 
the  alarm,  he  was  shot  down  by  Captain  Wood,  who  then,  with  a wild 
yell,  charged  headlong  upon  the  fort.  Bloody  and  brief  the  fight.  The 
surprise  was  a panic;  the  panic  a defeat;  the  defeat  almost  annihila- 
tion. In  five  minutes  not  an  armed  enemy  was  near,  and  in  five  min- 
utes more  this  magnificent  structure,  reared  at  the  cost  of  $400,000, 
stood  tenable  against  the  midnight  sky,  one  mass  of  hissing,  seething, 
liquid  fire.  Captain  Wood  encanqied  upon  the  ground  and  saw  the 
last  blackened  timber  plunge  into  the  gulf  below.  He  then,  after 
paroling  the  remaining  Federals,  gathered  up  their  horses,  revolvers, 
guns,  and  overcoats,  and  rejoined  me  the  next  morning  without  the  loss 
of  a man. 

While  at  Tipton  I sent  out  a cloud  of  scouts,  ordering  them  to  do 
their  worst  upon  both  telegraph  and  railroad.  For  30  miles  either  way 
rails  were  torn  up,  ties  burned,  bridges  destroyed,  wire  carried  off,  and 
cattle-stops  and  water-tanks  obliterated.  Syracuse  was  also  entered, 
stormed,  and  some  prisoners  taken,  and  by  4 o’clock  I was  off  for  Boon- 
ville. 

Just  on  the  outskirts  of  Tipton  I met  Colonel  [T.  T.]  Crittenden  drawn 
up  in  splendid  line  with  about  1,000  men,  ready  and  willing  to  dispute 
my  farther  advance.  1 determined  to  crush  him  at  a blow.  Organizing 
my  whole  column  by  eights  and  closing  them  well  up,  I charged  with 
both  cavalry  and  artillery.  The  enemy,  totally  unprepared  for  such  close 
work,  wheeled  to  the  rear  and  retreated  in  dire  confusion.  My  artillery 
sent  a few  balls  after  them  by  way  of  compliment,  and  leaving  a large 
scout  to  follow  them,  I pursued  my  way.  This  scout  followed  them  for 
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10  miles,  killing  and  wounding  a great  many,  for  few  prisoners  were 
taken. 

I had  almost  forgotten  to  mention  that,  during  my  occupation  of 
Humansville,  Lieut.  Thomas  J.  Keithley,  of  Gordon’s  regiment,  with  but 
10  men,  charged  into  Osceola,  engaged  a Federal  force  of  53,  drove  them 
from  town,  burned  a large  and  strong  fort,  and  returned  without  losing 
a man. 

On  the  night  of  the  10th,  a very  hard  rain-storm  came  up,  and  my 
command  were  thoroughly  drenched,  but  a genial  sun  soon  drove  away 
the  damp  air,  and  Sunday  morning  came  with  its  goklen  glow  and  breath 
of  ripened  grain.  While  yet  10  miles  from  Boonville,  the  front  axle  of 
my  rifled  gun  broke  short  off,  and  I was  delayed  three  hours  in  its  re- 
pair. While  at  work  upon  it,  a flag  of  truce  came  out  from  Boonville, 
praying  mercy  and  protection,  with  the  oiler  of  unconditional  submission. 

By  11  o’clock  the  gun  was  repaired,  and  the  lofty  domes  and  spires  of 
the  city  rose  towering  to  view.  Again  the  flag  came  out,  and  again  was 
mercy  solicited.  They  knew  their  evil  course,  and  they  feared  its  con- 
sequences. The  night  before  our  arrival  all  the  citizens  had  been  armed 
and  resistance  determined  on,  but  daylight  brought  sober  reasou,  and 
the  trembling  mayor  was  only  too  glad  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
Row  the  broad  bosom  of  the  grand  old  Missouri  lay  unvailed  before  us 
in  the  red  beams  of  an  autumn  [sun],  and  the  men,  forgetting  all  their 
privations  and  dangers,  broke  out  in  one  long,  loud,  proud  hurrah,  which 
sounded  above  the  roar  of  the  cannon  and  the  rattle  of  musketry,  for 
drawn  up  on  the  other  side  in  line  of  battle  was  Colonel  [Odon]  Guitar’s 
regiment,  having  the  ferry-boat  in  their  possession.  A few  well-directed 
volleys  from  my  artillery  scattered  them  in  every  direction,  and  I saw 
them  no  more.  In  a short  time  a steamboat  came  in  sight,  which  was 
loaded  with  troops.  She  was  evidently  suspicious,  and  I could  [not] 
possibly  by  any  stratagem  decoy  her  within  range  of  my  artillery,  and 
very  soon  she  left  in  a hurry  for  Jefferson.  Here  my  gun  again  broke, 
and  I immediately  [set]  to  work  on  its  repair. 

Meanwhile  a great  storm  was  gathering.  General  Brown,  with  4,000 
men,  came  up  like  a black  cloud  from  Jefferson  City,  where  he  had  been 
hurriedly  concentrating,  expecting  us  to  attack  him  there  under  the 
shadow  of  [Hamilton  R.]  Gamble’s  usurped  dynasty,  and  was  thunder- 
ing in  my  rear  with  disappointed  hate  and  malice.  My  pickets  were 
driven  in  on  the  main  body  pell-mell,  and  the  sounds  of  conflict  came 
nearer  and  nearer.  I resolved  to  mend  my  rifled  gun  if  I had  to  fight 
to  do  it,  so  I ordered  Hooper  to  dismount  and  hold  the  enemy  in  check. 
Gallantly  he  obeyed,  and  soon  the  far-away  sound  of  battle  told  that 
his  fierce  charge  had  driven  them  back  for  some  distance.  Skirmishing, 
with  now  and  then  a hot  tight,  was  kept  up  until  10  o’clock  at  night, 
when  I had  removed  to  camp,  4 miles  from  town,  with  all  the  stores  I 
needed  and  the  damaged  gun  thoroughly  repaired.  Hooper  was  then 
quietly  withdrawn,  and  the  men  enjoyed  a good  night’s  repose,  which 
the  heavy  rain  the  night  before  made  them  stand  very  much  in  need  of. 

At  daylight  the  next  morning  (the  12th)  my  pickets  were  again  driven 
in  and  the  camp  aroused.  Forming  line  of  battle  immediately  and  choos- 
ing a good  position,  I waited  an  hour  for  General  [E.  B.]  Brown,  intend- 
ing to  give  him  battle  then,  but  he  not  accepting  the  proffered  wager,  1 
moved  out  slowly  on  the  main  Marshall  and  Boonville  road.  I cap- 
tured in  Boonville  one  iron  4-pounder,  which,  not  having  any  ammuni- 
tion of  sufficient  size,  was  destroyed,  with  many  stand  of  arms  and 
colors.  After  traveling  perhaps  for  two  hours  uninterruptedly,  General 
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Brown  again  charged  my  rear  furiously,  and  I saw  he  must  be  checked 
then  and  there.  At  the  crossing  of  the  La  Mine  the  banks  on  either  side 
are  rugged  and  precipitous  ; so  stationing  Major  [G.  P.]  Gordon  with  his 
regiment  on  the  western  side,  I had  him  to  dismount  and  ambush  them, 
leaving  two  companies  on  the  eastern  side  to  fire  and  then  retreat  in  ap- 
parent confusion.  The  bait  took  completely,  and  the  yelling,  shouting 
Federal s dashed  into  the  stream  and  up  the  farther  side  to  within  10 
feet  of  the  ambushed  Confederates.  A hot,  close,  deadly  fire  from  rifles 
and  revolvers  left  50  dead  on  the  spot,  many  wounded,  and  the  rest  routed 
and  demoralized.  Among  those  killed  was  a Federal  colonel,  supposed 
to  be  Col.  Thomas  [T.J  Crittenden.  This  modified  General  Brown’s  de- 
sires somewhat  from  a vigorous  pursuit,  but  toward  night  he  came  on 
again  with  a heavy  force  of  cavalry  and  artillery.  Near  Jonesborougli, 
at  the  crossing  of  Blackwater,  I took  up  my  position  and  waited  for 
developments.  Very  soon  the  enemy  made  a furious  attack.  In  twenty 
minutes  I silenced  their  batteries,  charged  and  drove  them  3 miles, 
they  leaving  the  ground  covered  with  their  killed  and  wounded.  After 
this  my  rear  was  left  unmolested,  and  I halted  for  the  night  within  (3 
miles  of  Marshall,  sending  a scout  to  Arrow  Bock,  which  returned  about 
10  o’clock,  reporting  all  quiet  there. 

On  the  morning  of  October  13,  I broke  camp  early  and  started  for 
Marshall.  When  within  a mile  of  the  town  my  advance  sent  word  that 
a heavy  body  of  Federals  were  formed  in  ray  front,  too  strong  to  be 
attacked  by  them.  I immediately  galloped  to  the  advance,  and  found, 
sure  enough,  General  Ewing  drawn  up  with  4,000  Federals,  of  all  arms, 
ready  to  receive  me.  The  force  in  the  rear  would  be  on  me  in  an  hour, 
I knew;  so  I determined,  if  possible,  to  defeat  Ewing  before  Brown 
came  up.  Dismounting  Major  Shanks’  regiment,  and  forming  it  at  the 
bridge  over  which  we  had  just  crossed,  I ordered  him  to  destroy  it  and 
hold  Brown  in  check  to  the  last  extremity.  In  the  attack  upon  Ewing, 
Hooper  held  the  left,  Hunter  and  Coffee  the  right,  the  artillery  and 
the  battalion,  with  Gordon,  in  the  center,  the  cavalry  all  dismounted. 
Ewing  had  admirably  chosen  his  position,  which  was  a high  ridge,  with  a 
deep  ravine  in  his  front  between  his  lines  and  mine.  The  men  were  eager 
for  the  fight,  and  when  the  order  was  given  to  advance,  went  at  the 
Federals  right  gallantly.  For  two  hours  the  fight  raged  evenly  along 
the  entire  line,  and  the  sun  came  out  and  looked  down  upon  the  dying 
and  the  dead,  and  the  green  fields  of  Missouri  drank  the  blood  of  her 
best  and  bravest.  On  the  left,  Hooper  held  his  ground  against  over- 
whelming numbers,  and  Gordon  and  the  rest  fought  manfully.  I 
ordered  a charge  along  the  whole  line.  Hunter  and  Coffee  doubled 
Ewing’s  left  wing  back  upon  his  right,  and  gained  the  town  of  Marshall, 
ray  artillery  sweeping  the  crowded  streets  with  fearful  slaughter.  Just 
as  their  rout  was  inevitable,  the  roar  of  artillery  in  the  rear  warned  me 
that  Brown  was  hurling  his  strong  columns  upon  the  heroic  and  devoted 
Shanks,  and  must  bear  him  back.  For  two  mortal  hours  Shauks,  with 
his  200  men,  held  Brown’s  4,000  in  check,  although  he  brought  to  bear 
upon  him  the  whole  weight  of  his  six  pieces  of  artillery.  The  fight  had 
now  continued  four  hours  furiously,  and  my  ammunition  was  getting 
low. 

In  the  mean  time  General  Brown,  unable  to  drive  Shauks  from  his 
position,  had  crossed  the  creek  above  and  below  him,  and  was  coming 
up  on  either  flank  rapidly.  Shanks,  true  to  his  trust,  fell  back  a short 
distance,  and  formed  again  to  dispute  his  passage.  Brown  soon  formed 
a junction,  however,  with  Ewing,  and  their  combined  forces,  outnum- 
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bering  us  eight  to  one,  looked  absolutely  fearful.  While  forming  a line 
for  a final,  crushing  charge,  I determined  to  retreat,  knowing  it  was 
madness  to  continue  the  unequal  contest. 

My  rifled  gun  had  again  become  useless.  The  trail,  which  was  shivered 
by  a cannon  shot  at  Helena,  broke  short  off  and  left  it  unmanageable. 
I determined  to  save  it,  if  possible,  and  had  it  fixed  up,  under  a hot  fire, 
with  poles ; but  in  crossing  a deep  ravine  it  hopelessly  gave  way,  iu 
which  condition  it  was  well  spiked  and  left. 

Withdrawing  my  forces  by  regiments,  and  forming  them  as  if  to  charge, 
got  my  entire  command  mounted  in  splendid  order,  with  tbe  ordnance 
wagons  in  the  center,  at  the  same  time  keeping  up  a furious  fire  of  grape 
and  canister  with  the  remaining  piece  of  artillery.  The  enemy’s  twelve 
pieces  of  artillery  were  playing  upon  my  ranks,  but  the  men  stood  the 
fire  without  flinching. 

As  soon  as  iny  command  were  mounted  and  straightened  out,  I saw 
the  Federals  were  almost  entirely  around  me,  and  only  on  the  right  was 
there  a way  open  for  escape,  and  this  every  minute  getting  narrower 
and  narrower.  The  undergrowth  here  was  thick  and  matted,  almost 
impassable  for  cavalry;  besides,  directly  in  my  way  was  a deep,  wide 
ravine  or  ditch.  This,  however,  I had  bridged  two  hours  before.  Eow 
gathering  my  command  well  in  hand,  I dashed  furiously  at  the  enemy’s 
left,  knowing  that  it  was  his  weakest  point,  and,  besides,  if  I succeeded 
in  forcing  this  line  before  he  swung  his  right  around,  I could  change 
my  front  and  have  the  entire  force  behind  me.  Hard  blows  were  given 
and  received.  The  Federals  gave  way  in  terror  before  the  momentary 
shock,  and  Gordon,  Coffee,  the  battalion,  and  the  wagons  passed  safely 
through,  but  the  head  of  Hunter’s  regiment,  being  entangled  in  the  thick 
brush,  did  not  keep  well  closed  up,  and  the  Federals,  rallying,  dashed 
in  between  him  and  the  rear  of  Gordon,  thus  dividing  them.  Hunter, 
seeing  it  ittqjossible  to  join  me  without  a great  sacrifice,  turned  squarely 
to  the  right,  and  by  a quick  gallop  placed  the  whole  enemy’s  force  in 
the  rear.  My  object  was  thus  far  safely  attained.  True,  the  command 
was  divided,  but  each  division  had  escaped  the  Federals  and  were  in  a 
condition  to  retreat  with  safety.  After  waiting  an  hour  for  the  sepa- 
rated forces  to  come  together,  and  they  not  appearing,  I continued  my 
retreat  toward  Waverly.  For  8 miles  they  pressed  rne  sorely;  but 
forming  by  a two-squadron  front,  and  taking  position  [advantage]  of 
every  natural  position,  I invariably  drove  the  enemy  back.  At  Ger- 
mantown they  made  a desperate  onslaught,  but,  meeting  them  with 
promptness  and  firmness,  they  fell  back,  as  usual,  in  confusion. 

At  3 o’clock  the  next  morning  I passed  through  Waverly,  and  then 
turned  directly  southward.  At  Hawkins’  Mill,  finding  my  wagons 
troublesome,  and  having  no  ammunition  left  except  what  the  men  could 
carry,  I sunk  them  in  the  Missouri  Eiver,  where  they  were  safe  from  all 
capture. 

The  14th,  15th,  and  16th  were  spent  in  constant  travel,  halting  only 
long  enough  to  feed  and  take  a few  hours’  repose.  At  Warrensburg  there 
were  about  2,000  Federals  waiting  for  us,  but  they  were  passed  without 
alarm,  and  at  Johnstown,  Johnson  County,  they  attacked  us,  but  were 
repulsed  ; so  thus,  upon  the  evening  of  the  16th,  I encamped  within  8 
miles  of  the  Osage  Eiver,  making  through  from  river  to  river  in  two 
days. 

On  the  17th,  18th,  and  19th  I traveled  hard,  fighting  once  at  Carthage ; 
crossed  the  Springfield  road  3 miles  east  of  Kcytcsville,  all  the  time 
followed  by  a large  force,  and  on  the  20tli  was  rejoined  on  the  banks  of 
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the  Little  Osage,  in  Arkansas,  by  Hunter,  Hooper,  and  Shanks,  with 
their  entire  commands  in  fine  spirit.  This  party,  after  having  been 
separated  from  me,  also  started  southward,  but  pursued  only  a mile  by 
the  enemy.  They  had  with  them  the  brass  6-pounder,  with  some  50 
rounds  of  cartridges  in  the  limber.  They  traveled  rapidly ; crossed  the 
railroad  4 miles  from  Tipton,  which  entire  road  was  now  guarded  by 
Federal  infantry ; charged  a herd  of 400  mules  and  captured  them  within 
8 miles  of  Syracuse ; took  about  50  prisoners  on  the  trip  ; destroyed  20 
wagons ; tore  up  the  newly  laid  track  ; again  damaged  the  repaired  road 
considerably ; fought  and  defeated  the  Federals  at  Florence,  Humans- 
ville,  and  Greenfield;  crossed  the  Osage  at  Duroc;  charged  and  de- 
stroyed a detachment  of  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  2 miles  south  of 
the  river;  fought  McNeil’s  advance  of  2,000  men  at  Humansville,  and 
held  him  in  check  until  the  rear  of  the  column  passed  safely  through. 
It  was  here  the  brass  6-pounder  was  abandoned.  Owing  to  the  almost 
unparalleled  rapidity  of  the  retreat,  rendered  necessary  by  the  vast 
number  of  Federate  after  us  and  before  us,  and  all  around  us,  it  was 
impossible  to  keep  the  gun  up,  and  more  than  impossible  to  follow  with 
it  the  devious  and  zigzag  march  of  the  cavalry;  therefore,  when  the 
eight  large  horses  attached  to  it  fell  in  their  traces  at  Humansville,  and 
General  McNeil  was  coming  at  us  fast  and  furious,  the  gun  was  left, 
after  being  spiked,  the  harness  destroyed,  and  the  wheels  and  axles 
chopped  into  kindling  wood.  After  uniting  my  command  and  seeing 
the  forlorn  and  jaded  condition  of  the  horses,  I determined  to  march  by 
easy  stages  to  the  Arkansas  Eiver.  For  three  days  I was  left  unmo- 
lested by  the  beaten  and  baffled  enemy ; but  Colonel  [William  F.]  Cloud, 
then  at  Fayetteville,  hearing  of  my  successful  escape  from  Missouri, 
came  hard  after  me  with  3,000  men.  A scout  I sent  from  my  camp  to 
Huntsville,  distant  14  miles,  brought  me  the  first  intelligence  of  their 
advance.  I retired  slowly  before  them,  and  they  as  slowly  followed, 
never  urgent  in  their  pressure  until  we  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  Buffalo 
Mountains,, where  they  made  a weak  charge,  easily  repulsed.  They 
followed  us  to  Clarksville,  where  I crossed  the  Arkansas  Eiver. 

On  the  26th,  and  from  thence  to  Washington,  which  I reached  on 
November  3,  I took  plenty  of  time  in  marching,  encountering  a very 
severe  rain  and  snow  storm. 

In  speaking  of  the  conduct  and  services  of  the  various  officers  under 
my  command,  it  would  seem  invidious  to  make  any  distinction ; but  the 
course  of  some,  marked  by  every  attribute  of  daring  and  desperate  cour- 
age ; noble,  chivalrous  gallantry ; patience  under  privations ; cheerful- 
ness and  resignation  amid  reverses  and  dangers,  leaves  no  alternative  but 
to  mention  them  by  name.  Major  Shanks  deserves  special  mention  for 
the  heroic  hardihood  with  which  he  held  his  position  at  Marshall  against 
fearful  odds,  and  his  continual  servicesupon  the  long  retreat.  Colonels 
Hunter,  Coffee,  Hooper,  and  Captain  [George  P.]  Gordon,  commanding 
his  brother’s  regiment,  handled  their  commands  with  great  skill,  and 
were  ever  where  the  fire  was  hottest  and  heaviest — a host  in  themselves. 
Captain  [W.  W.]  Thorp,  of  the  battalion;  Captain  [W.  E.]  Edwards,  of 
Gordon’s  regiment ; Captains  [M.  M.]  Langhorne  and  [ J.  W.J  Franklin,  of 
Shanks’  regiment ; Adjutant  [D.  A.]  Williams,  Captain  [T.  H.]  Lea,  Lieu- 
tenant [ J.  M.]  Wills,  of  Hooper’s  regiment,  and  Lieutenants  [W.  H.]  Fer- 
rell and  [W.  M.]  Moorman,  of  Gordon’s  regiment,  deserve  the  thanks  of 
the  entire  command  for  their  conspicuous  bravery.  Captain  [Joseph] 
Kelly  and  Lieutenant  Harris,  of  the  battery,  were  always  ready  and 
willing,  and  handled  their  pieces  with  remarkable  effect.  To  the  mem- 
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bers  of  my  volunteer  and  regular  staff  I return  my  thanks  for  their 
services.  Capt.  James  Wood,  the  hero  of  the  La  Mine,  deserves  a high 
position  for  his  cool  daring. 

The  fight  at  Marshall  lasted  about  five  hours,  and  was  hot  and  des- 
perate. The  loss  of  the  Federals  I have  no  exact  means  of  knowing  ; 
but  from  the  statements  of  prisoners  and  citizens,  coupled  with  the  fact 
of  their  weak  pursuit,  it  must  have  been  very  severe.  I fought  there 
8,000  men,  aided  by  twelve  pieces  of  artillery,  in  their  own  chosen  posi- 
tion, with  troops  from  Kansas,  Iowa,  Illinois,  Nebraska,  Minnesota,  and 
Missouri ; was  surrounded;  cut  my  way  out  without  losing  a wagon; 
beat  them  back  in  every  charge  they  made  upon  my  rear,  and  I finally 
eluded  them  altogether. 

I have  traveled  1,500  miles,  and  found  the  people  of  Missouri,  as  a 
mass,  true  to  the  South  and  her  institutions,  yet  needing  the  strong  pres- 
ence of  a Confederate  army  to  make  them  volunteer.  The  southern, 
southwestern,  and  some  of  the  middle  counties  of  Missouri  are  com- 
pletely desolated.  In  many  places  for  40  miles  not  a single  habitation 
is  to  be  found,  for  on  the  road  we  met  delicate  females  fleeing  south- 
ward, driving  ox  teams,  barefooted,  ragged,  and  suffering  for  even  bread. 

Here,  before  closing  my  report,  I will  recapitulate  the  chief  events  of 
the  raid : 


Number  of  Federals  killed  aud  wounded 600 

Number  of  Federals  captured  and  paroled . 500 

Number  of  forts  captured  and  destroyed,  10  ; at  an  aggregate  cost  of $120,000 

Amount  of  railroad  property  destroyed,  consisting  of  rails,  ties,  tanks,  cat- 
tle-stops, telegraph  wire  and  poles,  bridges  and  piers $800, 000 

Number  of  guns  captured 600 

Number  of  stand  of  colors  taken  40 

Number  of  revolvers 600 

Number  of  wagons  captured  and  destroyed 300 

Number  of  horses  and  mules  captured 6, 000 

Amount  of  supplies  used  and  destroyed $1,000, 000 

Pieces  of  artillery  taken 1 

(Number  of  recruits  gained # 800 

Amount  of  ordnance  captured  and  destroyed  (reduced  to  cost) * $50,  000 


My  entire  number  of  killed  and  wounded  on  the  trip  will  not  exceed 
150.  Besides  the  damage  thus  inflicted,  I kept  [from]  re-enforcing  Bose- 
crans  (then  terribly  defeated  by  General  Bragg)  at  least  10,000  men, 
which  were  on  the  eve  of  being  sent  to  him,  and  held  them  in  Missouri 
for  two  weeks.  The  raid  lasted  forty-one  days,  and  in  traveling  the 
1,500  miles  I averaged  over  3G  miles  per  day. 

Hoping  this  report  may  prove  satisfactory,  I remain,  major,  very  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

- JO.  O.  SHELBY, 

Colonel , Commanding  Expedition. 


Maj.  L.  A.  Maclean, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Price',s  Division. 


[For  map,  showing  the  route  pursued  by  Shelby  in  his  raid,  see  p. 
679.] 
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SEPTEMBER  27-28,  1863. — Scout  in  Bates  County,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col.  Edward  Lynde , Ninth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Troops  on  the  Border, 

Trading  Post , Kans .,  September  28,  1863 — 11  p.  m. 

Sir  : A dispatch  is  just  in  from  Captain  [G.  F.J  Earl,  in  command  of 
scouts  that  left  yesterday  to  scour  Bates  County,  Missouri.  The  captain 
says  he  met  a small  party  at  the  crossing  of  Marais  des  Cygnes,  south  of 
Butler;  killed  4 of  them,  and  had  2 men  wounded;  the  colonel  escaped. 
He  afterward  found  the  trail  of  about  40,  and  followed  it  on  to  the 
Miami,  and  there  learned,  by  some  women  living  on  that  stream,  that 
Marchbanks,  with  40  men,  passed  up  on  to  Grand  River  yesterday. 
The  captain  also  writes  that  quite  a number  of  families  still  inhabit  the 
houses  in  the  timber,  and  that  the  town  of  Butler  is  entirely  burned.  I 
shall  take  measures  to  have  all  the  families  removed  at  once.  I think 
by  the  last  of  the  week  I can  give  you  a definite  account  of  all  this  part 
of  your  district 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  LYNDE, 

Colonel  Ninth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry , Commanding. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  District  of  the  Border. 


SEPTEMBER  29-0CT0BER  26,  1863. — Expeditions  from  Pilot  Knob,  Mo., 
to  Oregon  County,  Mo.,  and  Pocahontas,  Ark. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk,  U.  S.  Army;  commanding  District  of  Southeastern 
Missouri. 

No.  2. — Maj.  James  Wilson,  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  commanding  expe- 
dition to  Oregon  County. 

No.  3. — Capt.  William  T.  Leeper,  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  commanding 
expedition  to  Pocahontas. 


No.  1. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk , U.  S.  Army , commanding  District 
of  Southeastern  Missouri. 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  October  13, 1863. 

General  : I have  dispatches  from  Captain  Leeper,  commanding  one 
of  the  border  expeditions,  stating  that  he  had  been  as  far  south  as 
Smithville,  Ark.  He  had  met  and  fought  the  enemy,  under  Reves  and 
Crandall,  near  Pitman’s  Perry.  Thirteen  of  the  rebels  were  killed  and 
a large  number  of  prisoners  captured.  Among  the  latter  are  1 lieuten- 
ant-colonel, 1 major,  and  2 captains.  The  prisoners  are  now  at  Pilot 
Knob.  Casualties  on  our  part  were  light;  none  were  killed,  a few  men 
were  wounded,  and  a few  are  missing.  Dr.  Pollok,  of  the  Third  Colo- 
rado Infantry,  is  reported  wounded  and  a prisoner.  Additional  force, 
with  supplies,  will  move  southward  to-morrow. 

CLINTON  B.  EISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri , Saint  Louis. 
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Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  October  13, 18G3— 5.30  p.  m. 

General  : Major  [J.]  Wilson,  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 
in  command  of  one  of  the  detachments  I ordered  to  the  State  line  to 
resist  the  threatened  approach  of  the  enemy  from  Arkansas,  sends  me 
dispatches  from  Alton,  Oregon  County,  under  date  of  the  10th  instant. 
He  had  made  a rapid  march  to  Evening  Shade,  Ark.,  60  miles  south  of 
Alton,  where,  on  the  7th  instant,  he  surprised  the  enemy  in  their  camp 
and  attacked  him.  He  captured  1 captain,  3 lieutenants,  and  56  pri- 
vates, with  their  horses  and  arms,  and  afterward  destroyed  their  camp, 
pursuing  the  fleeing  rebels  toward  White  Eiver ; returned  to  Alton. 
The  prisoners  have  arrived  at  Pilot  Knob,  and  will  be  forwarded  to 
Saint  Louis. 

The  citizens  of  Lawrence  County,  Arkansas,  are  organizing  to  resist 
the  rebel  conscription,  and  are  stretching  out  their  hand  to  the  old  flag 
for  protection.  The  rebel  general  [colonel]  WTaldo  P.  Johnson,  Missouri 
State  Guard,  who  succeeded  M.  Jeff.  Thompson,  with  authority  to  or- 
ganize a force  in  Southern  Missouri,  which,  “from  friendly  trees,”  might 
shoot  Union  soldiers  and  citizens,  is  said  to  have  abandoned  the  enter- 
prise, and  would  be  very  glad  again  to  represent  Missouri  in  the  service 
of  the  Union. 

CLIKTOK  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Schofield. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Bilot  Knob , Jfo.,  November  4,  1863. 
Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  28th  day  of  September, 
1863,  1 issued  the  following  letter  of  instructions  to  Col.  R.  G.  Wood- 
son,  commanding  post  and  forces  at  Pilot  Knob  : 

Headquarters  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Pilot  Knol),  Mo.,  September  28,  18G3. 

Col.  R.  G.  Woodson, 

Commanding  Post,  Pilot  Knob  : 

Colonel:  On  Tuesday  morning,  29th  instant,  at  6 o’clock,  you  will  move  from  this 
post  two  detachments  of  cavalry,  commanded,  respectively,  by  Major  [J.]  Wilson, 
Third  Misssouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  and  Capt.  William  T.  Leeper,  Third  Missouri 
State  Militia  Cavalry.  Major  Wilson’s  detachment  will  consist  of  200  men  ; that  of 
Captain  Leeper  150  men.  Captain  Leeper  will  move  to  Wayne,  Butler,  aud  Ripley 
Counties,  and  as  far  south  as  Pocahontas,  Ark.,  if  he  thinks  best.  Major  Wilson  wiil 
move,  via  Centre ville,  Eminence,  and  Van  Buren,  to  Oregon  County,  and  into  Arkan- 
sas, if  he  thinks  best. 

The  mission  of  each  detachment  will  be  the  extermination  of  bushwhackers,  guer- 
rillas, thieves,  and  murderers,  and  the  restoration  of  good  order  and  quiet  in  the 
regions  through  which  they  operate.  Straggling,  plundering,  pillaging,  and  burning 
must  be  prohibited.  Let  swift  and  summary  punishment  be  inflicted  upon  offenders 
against  this  order.  Let  the  people  among  whom  these  detachments  move  be  made 
to  understand  that  the  United  States  troops  are  sent  among  them  to  put  down  dis- 
order, and  not  to  create  it. 

Each  expedition  will  remain  along  the  border  for  such  time  as  may  by  them  be 
deemed  best.  Much  will  be  expected  from  them.  Vigilance,  determination,  and  per- 
severance will  put  an  end  to  the  reign  of  terror,  jayhawking,  and  murder  which  has 
been  supreme  in  the  border  counties. 

Commanders  will  be  directed  to  keep  you  advised  of  their  movements  by  frequent 
dispatches. 

Subsistence,  ammunition,  &c.,  will  be  made  ready  to-day.  The  detachments  will 
move  promptly,  with  instructions  to  march  rapidly  and  surprise  the  gathering  clans 
of  insurgents. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Iii  obedience  to  orders,  the  respective  detachments  were  moved 
promptly  at  the  designated  hour.  The  results  of  the  expeditions  are 
fully  set  forth  in  the  following  reports  of  the  commanding  officers  of 
the  detachments,  to  which  attention  is  respectfully  directed. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier - Genera  l. 

Maj.  Oliver  1).  Greene, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Maj.  James  Wilson , Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , 
commanding  expedition  to  Oregon  County. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  October  28,  18G3. 

Colonel  : In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  28th  of  Sep- 
tember, I placed  my  command  in  order,  and  moved  out  on  the  following 
morning  with  200  men  of  the  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry ; en- 
camped at  night  near  Centreville,  Mo. 

On  the  30th  ultimo,  I detached  Captain  [G.  L.]  Herring,  with  70  men, 
directing  him  to  move  via  Eminence,  and  to  rejoin  me  at  Alton  as  soon 
as  practicable.  Commanding  the  main  force  myself,  we  followed  the 
Van  Buren  road,  encamping  at  night  near  what  is  known  as  Henjieck 
Creek. 

October  1,  I ordered  another  detachment  of  GO  men,  under  command 
of  Captain  [H.  B.]  Milks,  to  take  a lower  route,  cross  Eleven  Point  River 
at  Boyce’s  Mill,  and  to  proceed  to  Alton.  The  main  force  on  this  date 
crossed  Current  River ; encamped  at  the  head  of  Pike  Creek,  and  on 
the  morning  following  in  the  direction  of  Alton.  Upon  arriving  at 
Falling  Springs,  I detached  Captain  [J.  W.]  McFaden,  with  30  men, 
with  orders  to  go  by  way  of  Boyce’s  Ford  and  meet  us  at  Alton,  and 
with  the  remainder  of  the  force  I crossed  the  river,  about  8 miles  east, 
at  a place  known  as  Simpkins’  Mill,  and  also  arrived  at  Alton  that  p.  ra. 

Captain  McFaden’s  command  encountered  a party  of  guerrillas,  under 
one  Lieutenant  Duckworth,  whom  they  routed,  as  well  as  capturing 
several  horses,  saddles,  &c.  My  immediate  command  captured  4 guer- 
rillas, with  their  horses,  arms,  and  equipments. 

From  Alton,  on  the  3d  of  October,  I sent  out  three  scouts,  respectively, 
to  Boyce’s  Mill,  Simpkins’  Mill,  and  Boyce’s  Ford,  with  instructions  to 
scour  the  country  for  guerrillas.  Captain  [C.  W.]  Rush,  commanding 
one  of  these  detachments,  fell  in  with  the  command  of  Duckworth, 
whom  he  succeeded  in  routing  again,  besides  capturing  several  horses, 
camp  equipage,  &c. 

All  of  the  several  detachments  having  reported  to  me  at  Alton,  on 
the  5th  of  October  I started  for  Arkansas  with  140  men  (leaving  Cap- 
tain McFaden  with  GO  men),  proceeding  in  a southeasterly  direction  to 
Jaynes’  Creek,  Arkansas  ; thence  west  to  Spring  River ; thence  south- 
east to  Strawberry  River  and  to  Evening  Shade,  on  Piney  Creek.  At 
Evening  Shade  we  captured  35  prisoners,  including  1 captain  and  3 lieu- 
tenants, as  well  as  all  their  horses,  arms,  and  equipments. 

On  the  morning  of  October  7,  we  moved  east,  on  the  Smith ville  road, 
15  miles ; thence  north,  crossing  Strawberry  River,  near  its  mouth,  to 
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Mill  Creek  ; thence  northeast  to  Jaynes’  Creek,  returning  to  Alton  on 
the  9th  instant.  Captain  McFaden,  with  an  escort,  was  then  sent  with 
what  prisoners  we  had  taken,  to  report  to  you  at  Pilot  Knob.  I re- 
mained at  Alton,  sending  scouts  into  the  surrounding  country  frequently, 
and  wherever  I could  hear  of  any  guerrillas,  until  the  18th  instant,  when, 
my  provisions  being  nearly  exhausted,  we  started  to  return  to  Pilot 
Knob,  but  met  Captain  McFaden  on  the  20th,  with  re-enforcements,  pro- 
visions, &c.,  for  us. 

In  pursuance  of  your  further  orders,  we  returned  to  Alton,  and  re- 
mained there  until  the  21st  instant,  when,  with  120  men  (sending  the 
remainder  of  my  force,  under  command  of  Captain  [G.  L.j  Herring,  to 
Pilot  Knob,  in  charge  of  prisoners,  and  to  escort  a train  of  refugees 
from  Oregon  County),  I moved  west  to  Thomasville,  scouring  the  coun- 
try thoroughly  en  route. 

Learning  that  Alton  had  been  burned  since  our  departure,  we  hoped 
to  intercept  the  rascals  by  traversing  the  northeastern  portion  of  Oregon 
County,  but  in  this  we  were  unsuccessful.  We  then  returned,  via  Dela- 
ware Creek  and  Jack’s  Fork,  arriving  at  Pilot  Knob  October  26,  after 
an  absence  of  twenty-eight  days. 

As  the  result  of  our  expedition,  we  have  killed  1 captain,  4 men,  aud 
wounded  2 others.  Captured  1 captain,  3 lieutenants,  and  76  men,  as  well 
as  about  70  horses,  a lot  of  arms  of  various  kinds,  horse  equipments,  &c. 
This  list  does  not  include  men  who  had  been  previously  in  the  rebel 
army,  and  who  voluntarily  surrendered  to  me.  I ordered  all  such  to 
report  to  the  nearest  provost-marshal,  and  to  comply  with  the  law  con- 
cerning their  cases.  We  lost  1 man  captured  and  paroled  (Joseph 
Shram,  Company  G,  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry),  and  had 
another  wounded  in  the  left  arm  (Martin  D.  Gray,  Third  Missouri  State 
Militia  Cavalry). 

I have  to  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  all  the  officers  and  men  under 
my  command,  and  to  report  that  I have  conformed  to  the  requirements 
of  Circular  Ko.  1,  District  of  Southeastern  Missouri. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  }our  obedient 
servant, 

JAMES  WILSOK, 

Major , Commanding  Expedition. 

Col.  K.  G.  Woodson, 

Commanding  Post  of  Pilot  Knob , Mo. 


Ko.  3. 

Reports  of  Capt.  William  T.  Peeper,  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , 
commanding  expedition  to  Pocahontas. 

Brush  Creek, 

Twenty -five  Miles  South  of  Patterson , October  11,  1863. 

General  : I am  on  my  way  to  Patterson.  I will  be  there  on  the 
night  of  the  12th.  I have  gone  where  I pleased.  I could  not  let  you 
know  where  I was.  There  has  been  a band  of  guerrillas  on  my  rear. 
They  were  organized  after  I went  down,  about  100  or  125  strong.  I 
have  them  scattered,  but  I am  so  bothered  with  my  train  and  other  in- 
cumbrances that  I must  get  clear  of  some  of  it. 

I do  not  Wish  to  go  back  to  Pilot  Knob. , Let  me  move  the  balance  of 
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our  companies  to  Patterson.  I want  to  go  back  in  a few  days.  I have 
made  a very  bold  dash  into  Arkansas,  and  T think  I have  done  some 
good.  I was  bushwhacked  on  yesterday,  and  had  2 of  my  men  wounded ; 
none  killed.  We  killed  2 of  the  rebels,  and  scattered  them  so  in  the 
thickets  that  we  could  not  follow  them. 

My  men  are  all  in  good  condition,  and  in  good  fighting  order.  Dr. 
Pollock  and  Sergeant  Gillespie  are  missing.  I think  they  are  safe.  I 
am  sure  they  are  not  killed,  and  I do  not  think  they  are  captured.  I 
hope  they  are  all  right.  I think  the  doctor  is  at  Patterson  before  now. 
I will  give  you  all  the  particulars  when  I get  there. 

W.  T.  LEEPER, 
Captain , Commanding  Expedition. 

General  Fisk. 


Patterson,  Mo.,  October  12, 1863. 

Colonel  : In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I left  Pilot  Knob  September 
28,  1863,  with  Companies  D,  M,  and  L,  Third  Missouri  State  Militia 
Cavalry,  numbering  150  .men,  with  instructions  to  go  to  Pocahontas, 
Ark.,  or  any  other  point  in  that  vicinity  that  seemed  to  demand  atten- 
tion. We  reached  Doniphan  on  the  30th  ultimo.  Company  L having 
been  sent  by  another  road  (somewhat  to  the  right),  killed  2 men  en  route. 
Also,  on  the  1st  of  October,  Captain  [R.]  McElroy,  with  30  men,  was  or- 
dered forward,  via  “Buck  Scull,”  where  he  found  6 men,  who  ran,  and 
were  fired  upon  by  the  party.  Four  of  the  men  were  killed  and  another 
wounded.  Captain  [W.  T.]  Hunter,  with  a detachment,  went  via  Cur- 
rent River,  where  he  captured  2 soldiers  and  some  Government  property. 

The  several  detachments  arrived  at  Pocahontas  on  the  2d  of  October, 
and  remained  until  the  6th  instant  (a  squad  captured  2 notorious  jay- 
hawkers  in  the  mean  time),  when  we  moved  to  Smith ville,  Ark.,  and  on 
the  7th  instant  opposite  to  Powhatan,  on  the  east  side  of  Black  River. 
On  the  next  day  we  followed  Black  River  until  opposite  to  Pocahontas, 
where  we  captured  and  killed  one  Francis  Taylor,  a guerrilla  and  thief  of 
the  worst  sort.  We  then  crossed  Black  River,  above  the  mouth  of  Cur- 
rent River,  and  followed  up  between  the  two  streams  until,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  10th  instant,  we  discovered  indications  of  a rebel  force,  which 
we  encountered  at  about  9 a.  m.  They  were  about  100  strong,  remain- 
ing in  ambush,  so  that  our  first  indication  of  their  presence  was  a volley 
fired  at  our  advance  guard,  which  fell  back  to  the  main  column.  We 
forwarded  to  receive  the  enemy,  and,  after  waiting  some  time  to  ascertain 
his  intentions,  followed  him  into  the  swamp  and  brush,  but  were  unsuc- 
cessful in  finding  any  of  them.  We  had  1 soldier  wounded  ; also  a citizen 
who  was  with  us.  Dr.  Pollok,  surgeon  Third  Colorado  Infantry  (medi- 
cal officer  of  the  expedition),  is  missing;  also  a sergeant,  [J.]  Gillespie, 
of  Company  L,  but  I think  both  were  captured  and  not  killed.  At  the 
time  of  the  attack  we  killed  2 men.  We  proceeded  to  Doniphan ; thence 
to  Patterson,  Mo.  (an  outpost),  where  we  arrived  on  the  12th  instant. 
Our  captures  consisted  of  15  prisoners  (Confederate  soldiers  and  guer- 
rillas), 36  guns  in  fair  condition,  about  100  other  guns  nearly  worthless, 
and  20  horses  and  mules.  On  the  west  side  of  Black  River  the  inhab 
itants  were  friendly;  but  upon  the  east  side  they  are  decidedly  hostile. 
All  civil  men  were  treated  with  consideration  and  respect;  the  guerrillas 
fared  but  middling.  I learned  beyond  a doubt  that  that  portion  of  Ar- 
kansas on  the  north  side  of  Arkansas  River  is  formed  into  a sub-distri.ct 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  a border  warfare,  which  will  be  of  a guer- 
rilla character. 
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I must  speak  in  highest  praise  of  both  officers  and  men  under  my  com- 
mand, who  have  behaved  nobly,  and  did  their  duty  well.  We  did  not 
lack  for  subsistence  or  forage. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  T.  BEEPER, 
Captain,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Colonel  Woodson, 

Commanding  Pilot  Knot),  Mo. 


OCTOBER  4,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Widow  Wheeler’s,  southwest  of  Neosho. 

Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Milton  Burcli , Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 
Carthage , Mo.,  October  6,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  of  informing  you  of  a scout  I made  on 
the  3d  instant,  with  40  men  from  Companies  L and  M,  Eighth  Cavalry 
Missouri  State  Militia.  I marched  down  on  Turkey  Creek,  some  8 miles 
west  of  this  jflace,  to  escort  some  Union  families  out,  and  try  to  waylay 
and  destroy  a party  of  guerrillas  that  infest  that  portion  of  country. 
On  the  night  of  the  3d  instant  I received  information  that  40  armed 
rebels  had  passed  1 mile  above  where  I was  camped,  traveling  south. 

I moved  up  the  creek.  I found  that  they  had  some  four  hours’  start  of 
me,  but  I was  determined  to  try  and  overtake  them,  if  possible;  so  at  9 
p.  m.  I started  in  pursuit  with  my  little  band,  now  numbering  29  men, 

II  of  my  men  going  back  to  Carthage  to  escort  the  moving  wagons. 

I started  on  the  trail  and  followed  them  within  1 mile  of  Shoal  Creek, 
15  miles  from  where  I started.  They  then  left  the  road  they  were  trav- 
eling, and  took  to  the  woods.  I still  followed  on.  I went  to  Shoal 
Creek  to  feed  and  rest,  as  our  horses  were  becoming  jaded.  This  was 
5 miles  south  of  Baxter  Springs.  I did  not  remain  long,  as  I was  anxious 
to  again  get  on  the  trail ; so  I started  on  their  trail  again.  I followed 
them  about  30  miles,  when  about  2 o’clock  in  the  evening  of  the  4tli 
instant  I overtook  them  at  the  Widow  Wheeler’s,  15  miles  southwest 
of  Neosho.  I expected  to  find  them  there,  as  that  was  the  only  place 
where  feed  could  be  procured.  I sent  Joel  P.  Hood,  my  Government 
scout,  and  one  other  man  dressed  in  butternut,  to  ascertain  where  their 
pickets  were  stationed.  They  succeeded  in  capturing  the  only  man  that 
was  on  picket,  and  returned  to  my  command.  From  him  I learned  that 
they  were  camped  at  the  back  of  the  farm,  in  the  brush,  with  30  armed 
men. 

I started  immediately,  but  they  had  started,  and  we  gave  chase. 
They  started  down  an  open  prairie  hollow.  We  chased  them  about  4 
miles,  killing  10  of  them  and  wounding  a good  many  more,  and  took  2 
prisoners,  one  of  them  by  the  name  of  Miller,  a regular  secesh  pilot, 
and  about  25  head  of  horses,  mostly  young  stock.  I started  then  for 
this  place,  aiming  to  go  by  Neosho.  When  I got  within  1J  miles  from 
Neosho,  I stopped  my  command  and  sent  2 men  to  ascertain  if  all  was 
right.  They  went  to  Mr.  Wade’s,  and  found  his  house  in  flames,  and 
there  learned  that  the  town  was  fall  of  rebels.  At  the  same  time  they 
learned  that  they  intended  to  go  to  Carthage;  so  I started  on  quick  time, 
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aiming  to  beat  them  there,  if  possible.  I had  to  leave  the  young  stock 
I had  captured,  as  it  was  hard  to  drive,  and  take  the  nearest  route  to 
Carthage,  traveling  without  a road. 

I reached  Carthage  about  day  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  and 
immediately  commenced  preparing  to  give  them  a warm  reception. 
About  8 o’clock  it  was  reported  that  15  men  were  advancing  south  of 
this  place.  I sent  3 men  to  ascertain  who  it  was.  They  passed  on,  not 
seeing  any  person  till  they  had  turned  to  come  back  to  camp,  when  they 
met  15  men,  advancing  from  the  direction  of  town,  dressed  in  Federal 
uniform . The  boys  halted  them , and  sent  one  man  to  ascertain  who  they 
were.  When  he  got  close  to  them  they  fired  and  killed  him ; his  name 
was  John  Wells,  a private  of  Company  L,  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia. 
The  other  boys  succeeded,  after  a hard  chase,  in  escaping. 

Major  [A.  A.]  King,  of  the  Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  started 
with  all  of  the  effective  force  to  Newtonia,  to  ascertain  what  was  going 
on  in  that  direction.  He  sent  orders  to  me  to  have  my  baggage  moved 
to  Mount  Yernon,  and  for  me,  with  all  the  effective  force  I could  muster, 
to  follow  on  the  trail  taken  by  the  enemy.  The  train  and  baggage  is 
under  command  of  Sergt.  John  Bentley,  Company  L,  Eighth  Missouri 
State  Militia  Cavalry. 

I remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MILTON  BURCH, 

Captain , Commanding  Detachment  at  Carthage , Mo. 

C.  G.  Laurant, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


OCTOBER  5,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Syracuse,  Mo. 

REPORTS, 

No.  1. — Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  T.  Crittenden,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 
No.  2. — Capt.  Richard  M.  Box,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Lieut . Col.  Thomas  T.  Crittenden , Seventh  Missouri  State 

Militia  Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 

Tipton , October  0,  1863. 

Sir  : On  Monday  morning  last  a detachment  of  Company  H,  Seventh 
Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  of  30  men,  under  Captain  [R.  M.]  Box, 
trailed  about  60  guerrillas  into  a thick,  brushy  hollow,  near  Syracuse, 
Mo. ; vigorously  attacked  them,  regardless  of  the  disparity  in  numbers, 
and  soon  put  them  to  flight.  Twelve  guerrillas  were  killed  and  4 
wounded — generally  mortal  shots ; 7 or  8 horses,  fully  equipped,  were 
captured ; also  a large  lot  of  old  and  new  clothing,  and  several  pieces  of 
unmanufactured  cloth.  These  were  a part  of  Jackman’s  men,  from 
Howard  ; supposed  to  have  been  under  him.  It  is  currently  reported 
that  a Colonel  Eades,  from  Cooper  County,  Missouri,  was  one  of  the 
killed.  These  guerrillas  were  evidently  on  their  way  to  join  Jo.  Shelby 
in  his  present  raid  into  this  State.  Many  of  them  were  in  Federal  uni- 
form, and  finely  armed,  having  a double  barreled  shot-gun  and  from  two 
to  five  Colt’s  navy  revolvers. 
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Captain-  Box  and  liis  fearless  men  deserve  credit  for  the  brave  and 
manly  manner  they  attacked  and  defeated  this  rebel  chief  and  gang, 
who  have  so  often  boasted  that  Eederals  were  afraid  of:  them.  As 
General  Brown  is  absent  in  the  field,  I will  make  this  report  directly 
to  your  headquarters. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

T.  T.  CBITTENDEN, 

Lieut.  Col.  7th  M.  S.  M.  Cav .,  Comdg.  2d  Sub-Military  List. 

Col.  C.  W.  Marsh, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Fo.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  Richard  M.  Box , Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Co.  H,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav., 

Syracuse , Mo.,  November  1,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you  the  following  report 
of  a fight  which  took  place  between  a portion  of  my  command  and  a 
company  of  rebel  bushwhackers,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Willhite, 
on  Monday,  the  5th  of  October  last,  about  10  miles  from  this  place : 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  ultimo,  I learned  that  a company  of  rebels 
had  passed  near  Syracuse  about  daylight.  I at  once  ordered  out  30 
men,  and  started  in  pursuit ; discovered  their  trail  about  1J  miles  from 
town ; followed  it  some  distance,  when  we  found  that  their  track  scat- 
tered through  the  woods.  I then  ordered  half  of  my  men  to  dismount, 
at  the  same  time  dismounting  myself,  and  followed  the  scattering  tracks 
through  the  thick  brush  for  about  10  miles,  keeping  the  cavalry  about 
100  yards  in  our  rear.  Came  up  with  them  about  2 p.  m.,  when  we  sur- 
prised them  with  a volley  from  our  rifles.  I then  ordered  a charge, 
which  was  done  in  splendid  style  by  my  men,  killing  several  of  the 
rebels.  They  (the  rebels)  then  fell  back,  in  confusion,  some  60  or  80 
yards.  I then  ordered  the  horses  forward,  but  seeing  the  rebels  form- 
ing their  line  very  rapidly,  I made  another  charge,  on  foot,  within  5 
paces  of  their  line,  pouring  a hot  and  deadly  fire  into  their  ranks  from 
our  revolvers.  I again  ordered  the  horses  forward  mounted  and  into 
line  on  the  double-quick.  During  this  time  the  rebels  had  crossed  a 
small  ravine,  and  had  again  formed  in  line.  I ordered  the  third  charge, 
which  was  successfully  made  by  breaking  their  line.  They  then  fell 
back  in  confusion,  and  continued  firing  while  retreating.  Chased  them 
through  the  woods,  scattering  them  in  every  direction.  I kept  all  my 
men  in  line  until  I saw  the  rebels  were  so  scattered  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  them  to  make  another  stand.  I then  deployed  them,  and 
searched  the  woods  till  night  came  on  and  the  darkness  prevented  fur- 
ther action.  Camped  out  that  night  about  half  a mile  from  where  we 
had  the  fight.  Two  of  my  men  were  slightly  wounded.  The  rebel  loss 
was  12  killed ; several  were  also  wounded,  but  managed  to  make  their 
escape.  A number  of  horses  were  killed  and  wounded  on  both  sides. 
My  horse  was  shot  in  the  head  and  shoulder,  and  my  saddle  was  struck 
with  some  buck-shot. 

Among  the  trophies  of  our  victory  was  a large  rebel  flag  (the  same 
I sent  you,  and  by  you  taken  to  General  Brown) ; four  horses ; a number 
of  shot-guns  and  revolvers ; a quantity  of  new  boots,  clothing,  and  other 
articles,  as  well  as  some  Confederate  uniforms. 
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Among  the  killed  on  the  rebel  side  were  Lieutenant-Colonel  Willhite 
and  a captain,  whose  name  i did  not  learn.  They  belonged  to  Jack- 
man’s  band  of  outlaws  and  guerrillas,  and  numbered  Cl. 

On  the  following  morning  (Tuesday)  I ordered  the  citizens  to  bury 
the  dead,  which  was  promptly  done. 

I still  have  with  me  the  black  boy  formerly  belonging  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Wil white.  He  appears  to  be  a smart  lad. 

My  men  fought  bravely,  and  great  credit  is  due  them  for  the  gal- 
lantry and  courage  displayed  on  that  occasion.  I feel  proud  of  my  com- 
mand, and  commend  them,  colonel,  to  your  good  graces. 

With  much  respect,  I remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  M.  BOX, 

Captain  Company  U,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry • 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  T.  Crittenden, 

Commanding  Second  Sul) -District,  Tipton,  Mo. 


OCTOBER  6,  1863. — Action  at  Baxter  Springs,  Kans. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  Charles  W.  Blair,  Fourteenth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

No.  3. — Maj.  Benjamin  S.  Henning,  Third  "Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

No.  4. — Lieut.  James  B.  Pond,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

No.  5. — Col.  W.  C.  Quantrill,  Confederate  service. 


No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt , U.  S.  Army • 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  October  19, 1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  gen- 
eral commanding,  the  following  facts : 

On  the  4th  instant,  upon  the  receipt  of  dispatches  from  Fort  Smith, 
informing  me  that  the  command  there  was  threatened  with  a superior 
force  of  the  enemy,  I immediately  left  for  that  post,  accompanied  by 
a part  of  my  staff,  and  taking  with  me  the  records,  papers,  and  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  headquarters  of  the  district.  My  escort  consisted 
of  Company  I,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  and  Company  A,  Fourteenth 
Kansas,  about  100  men  (all  the  available  mounted  men  that  could  be 
spared  from  this  post).  I arrived  near  Baxter  Springs  about  12  m.  of 
the  Gth,  and  being  in  advance  of  the  escort  and  wagons,  I halted  near 
the  camp  at  the  Springs,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  [James  B.]  Pond, 
of  the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry.  This  camp,  being  in  low  ground  under 
the  hill,  was  not  visible  from  the  point  where  I halted,  although  not 
more  than  400  yards  distant.  After  the  escort  had  closed  up,  and  while 
waiting  a few  moments  for  the  wagons,  my  attention  was  called  to  a 
body  of  men  in  line  (about  100)  advancing  from  the  timber  of  Spring 
River,  which  was  some  300  yards  on  our  left.  When  within  300  yards, 
they  halted  ; and  they  being  all  dressed  in  Federal  uniform,  I supposed 
them  at  first  to  be  Lieutenant  Pond’s  cavalry  (of  which  he  had  two 
companies)  on  drill 5 and  my  first  suspicion  of  their  being  an  enemy 


Chap.  XXXIV.]  ACTION  AT  BAXTER  SPRINGS,  KANS.  689 

was  aroused  by  seeing  several  men,  supposed  to  be  officers,  riding  hur- 
riedly up  and  down  their  line,  and  apparent  confusion  among  the  men. 
1 directed  the  escort  to  be  brought  into  line  facing  them,  while  I ad* 
vanced  toward  their  line  to  satisfy  myself  as  to  the  character  of  the 
force.  1 had  proceeded  but  50  or  75  yards  when  they  commenced  an 
irregular  firing,  and  at  the  same  time  I heard  a brisk  firing  of  musketry 
in  Lieutenant  Pond’s  camp,  under  the  hill.  Being  no  longer  in  doubt 
that  they  were  rebels,  I turned  toward  my  escort  to  give  the  command 
to  fire,  when  I discovered  the  line  broken,  and  all  of  them  in  full  gallop 
over  the  prairie,  completely  panic-stricken.  Seeing  the  disorderly  and 
disgraceful  retreat  of  the  escort,  the  enemy  made  a charge,  using  their 
revolvers,  followed  by  another  force  of  about  200,  who  were  formed  in 
the  edge  of  the  timber,  and,  being  better  mounted  than  the  escort,  they 
soon  closed  in  on  them.  In  vain  I endeavored,  with  the  assistance  of 
Major  [EL.  Z.]  Curtis,  my  assistant  adjutant-general,  to  halt  and  rally 
the  escort,  and  succeeded  only  in  rallying  15  men,  after  following  them 
1J  miles.  When  turning  upon  them  with  this  small  force,  they  re- 
treated back  over  the  ground  which  they  came,  and  formed  in  line  upon 
the  main  road.  After  sending  Lieutenant  [J.  E.]  Tappan,  of  my  staff, 
with  6 men  to  Fort  Scott  for  troops,  with  the  remaining  9 men  I kept 
close  to  them,  watching  their  movements  closely,  which,  doubtless,  im- 
pressed them  with  the  belief  that  I had  a larger  force  coming  up,  as 
they  burned  all  the  wagons,  and  moved  hurriedly  off  south,  on  the  Fort 
Gibson  road. 

On  looking  over  the  ground  for  the  wounded,  I soon  discovered  that 
every  man  who  had  fallen,  except  3,  who  escaped  by  feigning  death,  had 
been  murdered,  all  shot  through  the  head.  The  brigade  band,  teamsters, 
and  all  headquarters’ clerks  who  were  first  captured  were  murdered  in  the 
same  way.  On  reaching  Lieutenant  Pond’s  camp,  I found  the  command 
all  safe.  A part  of  the  force,  carrying  a Federal  flag,  had  attacked  his 
camp  in  the  rear,  which  was  in  close  proximity  to  the  timber,  while  a 
force  of  300  advanced  through  the  timber  on  the  left  of  his  camp,  and 
were  forming  on  the  edge  of  the  prairie,  for  the  purpose  of  surrounding 
him.  The  unexpected  meeting  of  my  escort  diverted  their  further  plans, 
and  enabled  Lieutenant  Pond  to  successfully  resist  the  force  that  at- 
tacked his  camp.  And  in  this  connection  I desire  to  compliment  Lieu- 
tenant Pond  and  his  command,  consisting  of  two  companies  of  the  Third 
Wisconsin  Cavalry  and  one  company  of  the  Second  Kansas  Colored 
Volunteers,  for  their  gallantry  in  repulsing  the  enemy. 

Having  ascertained  that  the  rebel  force,  GOO  strong,  was  under  the 
command  of  Quantrill,  and  that  they  designed  moving  directly  south, 
I immediately  sent  messengers  to  Fort  Gibson  and  Fort  Smith,  direct- 
ing the  commands  at  those  forts  to  intercept  them,  if  possible,  at  the 
Arkansas  River,  while  at  the  same  time  I kept  scouting  parties  on  their 
trail  to  watch  their  movements  until  I could  procure  troops  to  pursue 
them.  After  leaving  the  ground,  they  moved  south  on  the  Fort  Gibson 
road  until  they  had  crossed  Cabin  Creek,  when  they  made  a detour  to 
the  right  across  the  Verdigris,  and  crossed  the  Arkansas  River,  18  miles 
west  of  Fort  Gibson,  on  the  morning  of  the  10th.  At  this  point  they 
captured  a scout  of  12  men,  belonging  to  the  First  Indian  Home  Guards 
(Creeks),  and  murdered  them  all.  On  the  night  of  the  11th,  they  camped 
on  the  Korth  Fork  of  the  Canadian  River,  45  miles  south  of  the  Ar- 
kansas; since  which  I have  no  reliable  information  concerning  them. 
From  information  obtained  from  a colored  boy  who  escaped  from  Quan- 
trill’s  command  at  Cabin  Creek,  I learned  that  they  came  direct  from 
La  Fayette  County,  Missouri,  by  rapid  marches,  seeing  no  Federal 
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troops  on  the  route,  and  that  their  destination  was  to  join  the  rebel 
forces  south  of  the  Arkansas.  They  evidently  had  no  knowledge  of  my 
being  en  route  south,  and  their  design  was  to  capture  the  force  at  Bax- 
ter Springs,  which  they  supposed  to  consist  only  of  one  company  of 
colored  troops  and  a part  of  a company  of  cavalry,  but  which  had  been 
re-enforced  the  previous  night  by  an  additional  company  of  cavalry  and 
a 12  pounder  mountain  howitzer.  Had  the  escort  stood  their  ground 
and  fought  instead  of  running,  I have  no  doubt  that  I could  have  driven 
them  in  a few  minutes,  and,  with  the  addition  of  Lieutenant  Pond’s  cav- 
alry, pursued  and  captured  many  of  them. 

Inclosed  is  a list  of  the  casualties.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 

Major-  General. 

Colonel  Marsh,  Chief  of  Staff. 

0 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  W.  Blair , Fourteenth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 

Fort  Scott , Fans.,  October  15,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
major-general  commanding,  the  following  particulars,  as  far  as  they 
came  to  my  knowledge  or  under  my  observation,  of  the  late  disaster  at 
Baxter  Springs : 

On  the  4th  instant,  Major-General  Blunt,  his  staff,  consisting  of  Maj. 
B.  S.  Henning,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  provost-marshal ; Maj.  H. 
Z.  Curtis,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Lieut.  J.  E.  Tappan,  Second  Colo- 
rado Cavalry,  aide-de-camp,  and  Lieut.  A.  W.  Farr,  Third  Wisconsin 
Cavalry,  judge-advocate,  his  clerks  and  orderlies,  brigade  band,  and 
parts  of  two  companies  of  cavalry,  respectively  under  the  command  of 
Lieut.  Kobert  [H.]  Pierce,  Fourteenth  Kansas  Cavalry,  and  Lieut.  Josiah 
G.  Cavert,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  left  this  place  for  Fort  .Blunt, 
Cherokee  Nation.  About  4 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant, 
Lieutenant  Tappan  returned,  informing  me  that  about  1 o’clock  the  day 
previous  General  Blunt  had  been  attacked  within  a few  hundred  yards 
of  Lieutenant  Pond’s  camp,  at  Baxter  Springs,  and  the  entire  com- 
mand, except  the  general  himself  and  about  10  men,  either  killed  or 
taken  prisoners,  and  the  baggage  and  transportation  captured  and  de- 
stroyed. He  also  informed  me  that  the  general  could  not  be  persuaded 
to  come  away,  but  remained  with  his  few  men  hanging  near  the  enemy 
to  watch  their  movements  and  succor  any  of  the  wounded  who  might 
be  left  alive,  while  he  dispatched  him  (the  lieutenant)  to  me  to  inform 
me  of  the  circumstances.  The  lieutenant  further  stated  that  the  enemy 
came  over  the  brow  of  the  hill,  just  from  the  directiou  of  Pond’s  camp. 
It  seemed,  without  a doubt,  that  his  little  force  had  been  captured  and 
destroyed  also.  He  was  further  under  the  impression  that  Majors  Curtis 
and  Henning  and  Lieutenant  Farr  were  prisoners. 

Within  an  hour  I was  en  route  to  the  general’s  relief  with  three  com- 
panies of  the  Twelfth  Kansas  Infantry  and  two  companies  of  the  Second 
Kansas  Colored  Infantry  and  about  100  cavalry,  und»~  Lieutenants  [B. 

* Nominal  list,  omitted,  shows  79  killed,  8 woqr&ad,  and  5 missing. 
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F.]  Josling  and  [W.  B.]  Clark.  Twenty  miles  out  I met  a dispatch  from 
General  Blunt  that  he  was  safe  with  Lieutenant  Pond,  who  had  been 
fortunate  enough  to  repulse  the  enemy  in  their  attack  on  his  camp.  I 
pushed  on,  however,  without  relaxation,  and  arrived  at  the  Springs,  a 
distance  of  70  miles,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day,  although  it  was 
the  first  heavy  marching  the  infantry  had  ever  attempted.  On  my 
arrival  I found  that  the  general  had  sent  off  every  mounted  man  he 
could  find,  either  as  scout  or  messenger,  and  had  notified  the  officers  in 
command  on  the  line  of  the  Arkansas  Biver  of  the  disaster  at  the 
Springs,  the  direction  in  which  the  enemy  was  heading,  and  where  he 
would  probably  cross  the  river. 

The  graves  were  being  dug  and  the  dead  being  carried  in  for  burial 
as  I arrived.  It  was'  a fearful  sight;  some  85  bodies,  nearly  all  shot 
through  the  head,  most  of  them  shot  from  five  to  seven  times  each, 
horribly  mangled,  charred  and  blackefied  by  fire.  The  wounded,  who 
numbered  6 or  7,  were  all  shot  at  least  six  times,  and  it  is  a remarkable 
fact  that,  with  the  exception  of  Bennet,  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry, 
all  who  were  alive  when  they  were  brought  in  are  in  a fair  way  of  final 
recovery. 

The  circumstances  of  this  double  conflict,  as  well  as  I can  gather 
them  on  the  spot,  are  about  these : Quantrill,  with  a force  variously 
estimated  at  from  600  to  1,000,  was  passing  south  on  the  border  line  of 
counties  in  Missouri,  and  made  a detour,  to  attack  the  camp  at  Baxter 
Springs,  which  up  to  that  time  had  been  defended  by  one  company  of 
colored  men,  under  Lieutenant  [B.  E.]  Cook,  and  a fragment  of  a com- 
pany of  the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry  only.  Fortunately,  however,  the 
day  before  I had  sent  Lieut.  James  B.  Pond  with  part  of  another  com- 
pany of  the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry  and  a mountain  howitzer.  The 
cavalry  was,  however,  all  absent  with  a forage  train  at  the  time  the 
camp  was  attacked ; but  the  blacks,  the  dismounted  men  of  the  cav- 
alry, the  howitzer,  and  Lieutenant  Pond  were  still  left.  The  first  at- 
tack of  the  enemy,  at  12  m.  of  the  6th  instant,  was  so  sudden  and 
impetuous  that  he  was  inside  the  rude  breastworks,  and  firing  pistol 
shots  into  the  tents,  before  our  forces  recovered  from  the  surprise  into 
which  they  were  thrown  by  the  onset.  They  rallied,  however,  promptly 
and  gallantly,  under  the  direction  of  the  lieutenant,  and,  after  a severe 
struggle,  repulsed  the  enemy,  and  drove  him  outside  the  fortifications. 
He  then  concentrated  his  force  for  a more  careful  attack,  formed  in 
line  of  battle,  but  before  the  word  could  be  given  to  charge,  Lieuten- 
ant Pond  opened  upon  them  with  the  little  howitzer,  getting  outside 
his  breastworks  to  operate  it,  which  again  threw  them  into  confusion, 
and  drove  them  over  the  brow  of  the  hill.  At  this  point,  it  seems, 
they  first  perceived  General  Blunt’s  little  column,  which  had  halted  for 
the  wagons  and  band  to  close  up,  and  immediately  formed  in  line  to 
attack  it.  They  formed  in  two  lines,  one  on  the  prairie  and  the  other 
under  the  cover  of  the  timber,  and  commenced  the  advance.  Coming  in 
the  direction  they  did,  the  general,  of  course,  supposed  it  was  Lieuten- 
ant Pond’s  cavalry,  either  on  drill  or  coming  out  to  receive  them.  For 
safety,  however,  he  formed  his  little  force  in  line  of  battle,  and  sent  the 
wagons,  with  the  band,  clerks,  orderlies,  cooks,  and  other  non-combat- 
ants, to  the  rear,  and  then  rode  about  50  paces  to  the  front,  accompanied 
by  his  staff,  to  reconnoiter  and  endeavor  to  ascertain  to  a certainty  what 
the  approaching  force  was.  Whatever  doubts  he  may  have  entertained 
were  soon  dispelled,  for  the  front  line,  firing  a volley  and  raising  the 
guerrilla  yell,  charged  forward  at  full  speed.  The  general,  turning 
in  his  saddle  to  order  his  body  guard  to  advance  and  fire,  saw,  with 
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shame  and  humiliation,  the  whole  of  it  in  disgraceful  flight  over  the 
prairie.  There  was  nothing  left  for  him  then  but  to  follow,  and  attempt 
to  rally  them.  He  accordingly  turned  with  his  staff  officers,  all  except 
Major  Henning,  to  endeavor  to  overtake  the  fugitives.  By  this  time 
the  enemy  were  upon  and  all  around  them,  and  their  escape  with  life 
seemed  almost  a miracle.  At  this  time,  too,  it  seems  to  have  struck 
Major  Henning  that  the  enemy  approached  from  an  angle  which  might 
miss  Lieutenant  Pond’s  camp,  and  that,  consequently,  he  might  be  safe. 
With  these  thoughts,  he  determined  to  strike  for  the  camp,  and  endeavor 
to  bring  Pond’s  force  to  the  assistance  of  the  general.  Accordingly  he 
charged  straight  forward  at  full  speed,  passing  through  a shower  of 
bullets,  and  through  the  enemy’s  line.  Deflecting  a little  to  the  right,  he 
was  over  the  brow  of  the  hill  before  the  enemy  could  recover  from  his 
astonishment  at  the  daring  feat.  About  half-way  from  the  brow  of  the 
hill  to  the  camp,  he  saw  a party  of  five  guerrillas,  who  had  taken  3 of 
Lieutenant  Pond’s  men  prisoners,  and  were  hurrying  them  off.  As  they 
were  directly  in  his  way,  and  a much  larger  force  behind  him,  he  was 
cool  enough  to  reflect  that  temerity  was  here  discretion,  and  instanta- 
neously charged  them.  He  shot  2 of  them,  killing  1 and  frightening  the 
others  so  badly  that  they  abandoned  the  prisoners  and  took  to  flight. 
He  then  approached  the  camp  at  full  speed,  swinging  his  cap  around 
his  head  to  announce  that  he  was  a friend,  and,  after  narrowly  escaping 
being  shot  by  our  own  men,  at  length  arrived  there  in  safety.  He  here 
learned  of  the  attack  on  the  camp,  and  that  not  a cavalryman  was  left, 
all  being  absent  with  a forage  train.  The  distant  sounds  of  the  battle 
showed  already  that  infantry  was  useless,  and  he  again  turned  his 
horse’s  head  in  the  direction  of  the  field,  and,  solitary  and  alone,  forced 
his  way  through  the  scattered  bands  of  the  enemy  back  to  the  side  of  his 
chief  and  his  little  band  of  supporters.  History  should  not  fail  to  record 
such  deeds  of  gallantry  and  devotion.  General  Blunt,  in  his  endeavor 
to  rally  his  men  as  fast  as  he  could  catch  up  with  any  of  them,  was 
frequently  thrown  behind,  and  several  times  almost  surrounded,  although 
mounted  in  a superior  manner.  He  finally  rallied  some  15  men,  and, 
charging  his  foremost  pursuers,  compelled  them  in  turn  to  retire.  He 
then  started  Lieutenant  Tappan  with  4 men  to  me,  and  determined  with 
the  balance  to  watch  the  enemy.  They  killed  our  men  as  fast  as  they 
caught  them,  sparing  none.  The  members  of  the  band  were  shot  as 
they  sat  in  the  band-wagon,  and  it  was  then  set  on  fire.  They  rifled 
all  the  trunks,  boxes,  &c.,  in  the  different  wagons,  and  then  set  them 
on  fire,  with  the  bodies  of  the  teamsters  in  them,  and  all  others  who 
happened  to  be  in  them  when  taken.  The  non-combatants  were  slaugh- 
tered as  ruthlessly  as  the  soldiers.  Lieutenant  Parr  was  killed  early 
in  the  struggle.  Major  Curtis  came  very  near  escaping,  although  his 
full  uniform  and  showy  horse  made  him  a conspicuous  mark.  He  was 
some  distance  in  advance  of  his  pursuers,  when,  just  as  his  horse  was 
gathering  himself  to  spring  over  a deep  ravine,  he  was  struck  on 
the  hip  with  a ball,  which  so  stung  or  frightened  him  that  he  missed 
his  leap,  and,  falling  short,  threw  the  major  over  his  head.  The  horse 
gathered  himself  almost  instantly,  and  galloped  wildly  over  the  prairie. 
The  major  was  first  taken  prisoner  and  then  brutally  murdered.  Thus 
died  as  gallant  a soldier  and  as  true  a gentleman  as  ever  drew  a sword 
in  defense  of  his  country.  It  may  well  be  said  of  him,  as  of  Chevalier 
Bayard  of  old,  “ He  was  without  fear  and  without  reproach.”  The  ene- 
my seeing  that  General  Blunt  persistently  kept  them  in  view,  keeping 
away  if  pursued,  and  returning  as  soon  as  the  pursuit  slackened,  were 
no  doubt  forced  to  believe  that  a large  force  was  approaching,  of  which 
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be  was  only  the  advance.  His  persistent  following  them  op  doubtless 
riveted  this  conclusion  in  their  minds,  as  they  hurried  through  their 
wholesale  work  of  slaughter,  and  then  moved  off  slowly  to  the  south. 
General  Blunt  hovered  near  them  until  near  night,  and  then  returned  to 
the  melancholy  work  of  caring  for  the  wounded  and  collecting  the  dead. 
But  few  were  left  alive,  as  their  evident  intention  was  to  kill  all.  The 
bodies  of  Major  Curtis  and  Lieutenant  Farr  were  not  found  until  the 
next  day. 

Lieutenant  Pond  is  entitled  to  great  credit  for  his  gallant  defense  of 
his  camp,  and  Lieutenant  Pierce  also,  who  strove  hard  to  rally  the  flying 
soldiers.  But  the  men  seemed  struck  by  a sudden  and  uncontrollable 
panic,  and  I met  many  of  them  within  10  miles  of  Fort  Scott  as  I moved 
out  with  my  force.  The  enemy  left  between  20  and  30  dead  on  the  field, 
and  as  their  wounded  were  taken  away  with  some  ambulances  and  bug- 
gies they  captured,  it  is  impossible  to  state  the  number. 

Disastrous  as  this  engagement  has  been,  it  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  as  bad,  if  not  worse,  if  General  Blunt  and  his  little  force  had  not 
been  near.  In  that  event,  a more  careful  and  combined  attack  would 
have  been  made  on  Pond’s  camp,  which,  with  the  force  around  it,  must 
have  finally  succumbed,  and  every  person  there  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  put  to  death. 

The  names  and  number  (accurately)  of  our  killed  and  wounded  will 
be  forwarded  in  a subsequent  report. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  W.  BLAIR, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel , Commanding. 

Col.  Oliver  D.  Greene, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Maj.  Benjamin  8.  Kenning , Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

Baxter  Springs,  Cherokee  Nation, 

October  7,  1863. 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  facts  in  regard  to 
the  fight  at  Baxter  Springs,  Cherokee  Nation,  October  6,  1863: 

On  Sunday,  the  4th,  General  Blunt,  with  the  following  members  of 
his  staff,  viz : Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis,  assistant  adjutant-general ; Maj.  B. 
S.  Henning,  provost-marshal  of  district  ; Lieutenant  Tappan,  Second 
Colorado  Volunteers,  aide-de-camp ; Lieut.  Asa  W.  Farr,  judge-advocate, 
together  with  the  brigade  band,  and  all  clerks  in  the  different  depart- 
ments of  district  headquarters,  and  also  an  escort  consisting  of  40  men 
of  Company  I,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  under  Lieut.  H.  D.  Banister; 
45  men  of  Company  A,  Fourteenth  Kansas  Cavalry,  under  Lieuten- 
ant [R.  H.]  Pierce,  and  the  whole  escort  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
J.  G.  Cavert,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  and  a train  of  8 wagons,  trans- 
porting the  effects  of  district  headquarters,  company  effects,  &c.,  left 
Fort  Scott  for  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  and  on  that  day  marched  6 miles,  and 
camped.  On  the  succeeding  day  marched  34  miles,  and  camped  on  Cow 
Creek;  and  on  Tuesday,  the  6th  instant,  marched  from  Cow  Creek  to 
within  a distance  of  80  rods  of  a camp  at  Baxter  Springs,  Cherokee 
Nation,  and  halted  at  12  not.  for  the  train  to  close  up,  as  it  had  become 
somewhat  scattered.  The  halt  continued  about  fifteen  minutes,  and  the 


694 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIY. 


command  had  just  been  given  for  the  column  to  move,  when  horsemen 
were  seen  coming  out  of  the  woods,  a distance  of  about  80  rods  to  the 
left,  and  forming  in  line.  As  we  were  so  near  Baxter  Springs  (al- 
though not  in  sight  of  it  by  reason  of  an  intervening  ridge),  many  sup- 
posed them  to  be  our  own  troops,  drilling  or  returning  from  a scout. 
The  general  immediately  ordered  the  two  companies  into  line  of  battle, 
and  the  train  to  close  up  in  rear  of  the  line,  which  was  done  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  Major  Curtis,  assistant  adjutant  general ; and 
at  the  same  time  a reconnoiter  was  made  by  Mr.  Tough,  a scout  of  the 
general,  who  reported  that  the  force  were  enemies,  and  that  an  engage- 
ment was  going  on  at  the  Springs.  I had  ridden  forward  myself  and 
discovered  that  the  force  was  large,  and  reported  the  same  to  the  gen- 
eral, who  then  rode  forward  to  reconnoiter  for  himself.  At  this  time  1 
discovered  that  the  enemy  were  being  re-enforced  from  the  southwest, 
on  a line  between  us  and  the  camp  at  Baxter  Springs,  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy  being  east  of  us ; and,  wishing  to  ascertain  the  condition  of 
things  in  that  quarter,  I rode  forward  to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  where  I 
saw  that  the  camp  was  nearly  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  and  the  fight- 
ing very  brisk.  While  there,  stragglers  of  the  enemy  continued  to  pass 
from  the  southwest  to  their  main  body.  Although  within  range  of  the 
camp  and  receiving  a straggling  fire  therefrom,  I immediately  com- 
menced to  fire  upon  these  stragglers,  and  received  their  fire  in  return, 
and  was  seconded  bv  Mr.  Tough  and  Stephen  Wheeler,  of  Company 
F,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  both  of  whom  acted  with  great  bravery, 
and  was  just  on  the  point  of  returning  to  our  line,  when  I saw  5 
mounted  rebels  with  3 Federal  soldiers  as  prisoners,  trying  to  pass  as 
the  others  had  done.  I immediately  recognized  one  of  the  prisoners  as 
a private  of  Company  C,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  one  of  the  compa- 
nies stationed  at  the  Springs  (and  belonging  to  my  own  regiment).  I 
determined  to  rescue  them,  and  called  to  Tough  and  Wheeler  to  ad- 
vance with  me,  but  the  former  had  just  shot  one  rebel,  and  was  in  close 
pursuit  of  another  in  a direction  taking  him  away  from  me.  Wheeler 
advanced  with  me,  and  by  pressing  hard  on  the  rebels  and  firing  fast,  we 
drove  them,  killing  1,  wounding  another,  and  rescuing  the  prisoners,  who 
all  belonged  to  Company  C,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry.  As  the  rebels 
escaped  they  attempted  to  shoot  the  prisoners,  and  wounded  one  in  the 
shoulder.  As  this  was  right  under  the  fire  of  the  camp,  two  of  the  pris- 
oners made  for  the  camp  without  stopping  to  say,  u Thank  you.”  The 
other,  and  the  one  personally  known  to  me,  named  Heaton,  seemed  to  be 
so  bewildered  that  I had  to  ride  up  to  him  and  force  him  to  start  in  the 
right  direction.  All  this  had  taken  me  over  the  brow  of  the  hill,  so 
that  when  I turned  to  go  back,  our  forces  were  partially  out  of  sight ; 
but  a few  jumps  of  my  horse  brought  them  in  sight  again,  and  I 
saw  them  still  in  line  of  battle,  while  the  enemy,  to  the  number  of 
about  450,  were  advancing  upon  them  in  line  of  battle,  and  firing  very 
rapidly.  I will  here  state  that  of  the  85  men  of  our  escort,  20  men 
acted  as  rear  guard  to  the  train,  and  did  not  form  in  line  at  all,  leav- 
ing only  65  men  in  line,  of  which  40  men  were  of  Company  A,  Four- 
teenth Kansas  Cavalry,  on  the  right,  and  25  of  Company  I,  Third  Wiscon- 
sin Cavalry  on  the  left.  At  this  time  the  distance  between  the  two  lines 
was  not  200  yards,  and  the  enemy  advancing  at  a walk,  firing.  I had 
just  time  to  notice  these  facts,  when  I saw  2 men  in  the  center  of 
Company  A,  Fourteenth  Kansas,,  turn  to  run,  but  before  they  could 
fairly  turn  round,  Major  Curtis  and  the  officers  of  the  company  forced 
them  back,  and  I concluded  the  fight  would  be  desperate,  and  was 
hopeful  5 but  before  the  officers  could  get  their  places  the  same  2 men 
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and  about  8 more  turned  and  ignominiously  fled,  which  the  enemy  per- 
ceiving, the  charge  was  ordered,  and  the  whole  line  advanced  with 
a shout,  at  which  the  remainder  of  Company  A broke,  and  despite  the 
efforts  of  General  Blunt,  Major  Curtis,  Lieutenants  Tappan  and  Pierce, 
could  not  be  rallied.  At  this  time  a full  volley  was  fired  by  Company 
I,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  which  so  staggered  the  right  of  the  enemy 
that  I began  to  have  hopes  again  ; but  as  their  left  continued  to  advance 
their  right  rallied,  but  were  checked  so  much  that  their  line,  as  seen  by 
me,  was  crooked,  their  right  being  behind.  The  firing  then  became  in- 
discriminate, and  I saw  that  Company  I stood  firing  their  revolvers 
until  the  enemy  were  within  20  feet,  and  then  turned,  but  before  any 
distance  could  be  made  the  enemy  were  in  their  midst,  and  out  of  40 
of  the  company  23  were  killed  and  6 wounded  and  left  for  dead  upon 
the  field.  At  this  time  my  attention  was  attracted  to  my  own  danger, 
the  enemy  having  advanced  so  fast  as  to  cut  me  off  from  the  rest,  and, 
after  trying  a couple  of  dodges,  I succeeded  in  getting  into  camp  at 
Baxter  Springs,  all  the  while  closely  pursued,  and  found  Lieutenant 
Pond,  who  was  in  command,  busily  engaged  in  firing  a mounted  howitzer 
outside  of  his  breastworks.  The  garrison  at  Baxter  Springs  consisted 
of  parts  of  two  companies  of  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry  and  one  com- 
pany of  the  Second  Kansas  Colored  Begirnent,*  the  whole  under  the 
command  of  Lieut.  J.  B.  Pond,  Company  C,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 
The  camp  had  only  been  established  a few  days,  and  in  that  time  the 
lieutenant  caused  to  be  built  a breastwork  like  a log  fence  on  three 
sides  of  a square,  in  which  were  his  tents  and  quarters.  The  attack  on 
the  camp  had  been  a partial  surprise,  but  the  troops  acted  splendidly, 
and  Lieutenant  Pond,  taking  the  exposed  position  outside  the  breast- 
works, loaded  and  fired  the  howitzer  three  times  without  any  assistance, 
and  the  engagement  was  so  close  that  during  this  time  some  of  the 
rebels  had  entered  the  breastworks,  and  at  the  time  I entered  the  de- 
fenses and  got  where  Lieutenant  Pond  was  the  bullets  were  pelting 
against  the  logs  near  by  and  all  around  him.  As  the  fight  with  the  force 
of  General  Blunt  was  out  of  sight  of  the  camp,  Lieutenant  Pond  had 
been  unable  to  tell  what  it  meant,  and  was  very  much  surprised  to  see 
me,  and  in  answer  to  my  order  for  his  cavalry  (with  which  I hoped  to 
be  of  some  use  to  our  scattered  troops),  told  me  that  he  had  that  morn- 
ing started  out  a forage  train  of  8 wagons  and  an  escort  of  60  men, 
who  had  gone  in  the  direction  from  which  the  enemy  had  come,  and  he 
supposed  they  were  gobbled  up,  and  in  response  to  his  order  only  7 
men  reported  to  me.  With  these  I returned  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  in 
the  direction  of  the  first  attack,  and  plainly  saw  the  enemy  engaged  in 
sacking  the  wagons,  and  while  there  saw  the  band  brutally  murdered. 
At  the  time  of  the  attack  the  band-wagon,  containing  14  members  of 
the  brigade  band,  James  O’Neal,  special  artist  for  Frank  Leslie’s  pictorial 
newspaper,  one  young  lad  twelve  years  old  (servant  of  the  leader  of 
the  band),  Henry  Pellage,  of  Madison,  Wis.,  and  the  driver,  had  under- 
taken to  escape  in  a direction  a little  to  the  south  of  west,  and  made 
about  half  a mile,  when  one  of  the  wheels  of  the  wagon  ran  off,  and  the 
wagon  stopped  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  in  plain  sight  of  where  I stood. 
As  the  direction  of  the  wagon  was  different  from  that  in  which  most  of 
the  troops  fled,  it  had  not  attracted  such  speedy  attention,  and  the  enemy 
had  just  got  to  it  as  I returned,  giving  me  an  opportunity  to  see  every 
member  of  the  band,  Mr.  O’Neal,  the  boy,  and  the  driver  shot,  and 
their  bodies  thrown  in  or  under  the  wagon  and  it  fired,  so  that  when 
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we  went  to  them,  all  were  more  or  less  burned  and  [the  wagon]  almost 
entirely  consumed.  The  drummer-boy,  a very  interesting  and  intelli- 
gent lad,  was  shot  and  thrown  under  the  wagon,  and  when  the  lire  ! 
reached  his  clothes  it  must  have  brought  returned  consciousness,  as  he 
had  crawled  a distance  of  30  yards,  marking  the  course  by  bits  of  burn-  i 
ing  clothes  and  scorched  grass,  and  was  found  dead  with  all  his  clothes 
burned  off  except  the  portion  between  his  back  and  the  ground  as  he  j 
lay  upon  his  back.  A number  of  the  bodies  were  brutally  mutilated  I 
and  indecently  treated.  Being  satisfied  that  Lieutenant  Pond  could  I 
hold  the  camp  against  their  force,  I took  two  of  the  men  and  started  out  ; 
on  the  prairie  in  search  of  General  Blunt,  Major  Curtis,  or  any  others 
I could  find,  and  in  about  an  hour  after  succeeded  in  hearing  of  the 
general’s  safety,  and  learned  also  that  Major  Curtis  was  supposed  to 
be  a prisoner,  as  his  horse  had  been  shot  from  under  him.  I learued 
this  from  a wounded  soldier  that  had  concealed  himself  in  the  grass 
while  the  enemy  had  passed  by  him;  and  just  then  observing  a deserted 
buggy  and  horse,  I placed  him  in  it  with  a man  to  take  care  of  him,  and 
they  reached  the  camp  in  safety.  The  enemy  were  still  in  plain  sight, 
and  remained  on  the  prairie  till  about  4 o’clock,  when  they  marched 
south  in  a body.  General  Blunt  and  Major  Curtis  had  tried  to  stop  the 
flight  of  our  troops  from  the  start,  and  had  several  very  narrow  escapes 
in  doing  so,  as  the  enemy  were  close  upon  them,  and  finally  the  general 
succeeded  in  collecting  about  10  men,  and  with  these  he  worried  the 
enemy,  attacking  them  in  small  parties,  and,  when  pursued  by  too  large 
a force,  falling  back  until  they  turned,  and  then  in  turn  following  them, 
so  that  at  no  time  was  he  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy,  and  most  of  the 
time  close  enough  to  worry  and  harass  them.  As  they  withdrew  from 
the  field,  he  searched  for  and  took  care  of  the  wounded,  and  remained 
upon  the  ground  till  they  were  all  taken  in  and  cared  for,  and  then 
went  into  camp. 

The  ground  on  which  the  fight  took  place  is  rolling  prairie,  extend- 
ing west  a long  distance,  covered  with  grass,  and  intersected  with  deep 
ravines  and  gulleys,  on  the  banks  of  which  grow  willow  bushes,  suffi- 
cient to  conceal  any  difficulty  in  crossing,  but  not  sufficient  to  protect 
from  observation ; and  in  retreating,  many  of  our  men  were  overtaken 
at  these  ravines,  and  killed  while  endeavoring  to  cross.  Major  Curtis 
had  become  separated  from  the  general,  and  while  riding  by  the  side  of 
Lieutenant  Pierce  his  horse  was  shot  and  fell.  All  supposed  he  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  enemy,  being  close  upon  them,  and  Lieutenant  Pierce 
saw  him  alive  in  their  hands.  The  next  day  his  body  was  found  where 
his  horse  had  fallen,  and  he  was,  without  doubt,  killed  after  having  sur- 
rendered. Thus  fell  one  of  the  noblest  of  all  the  patriots  who  have 
offered  up  their  lives  for  the  cause  of  their  country.  Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis 
was  a son  of  Major-General  Curtis,  and  served  with  his  father  during 
his  memorable  campaign  through  Arkansas,  and  was  jjresent  with  him 
at  the  battle  of  Pea  Bidge,  where  he  did  good  service  as  aide  to  his 
father.  When  General  Curtis  took  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
Missouri,  the  major  remained  with  him  as  assistant  adjutant- general  on 
his  staff,  and  when  General  Curtis  was  relieved  of  that  command,  the 
major  sought  for  and  obtained  an  order  to  report  to  General  Blunt,  as 
assistant  adjutant-general,  and  in  that  position  had  done  much  toward 
regulating  and  systematizing  the  business  of  district  headquarters  of 
Kansas  and  the  frontier;  and  on  General  Blunt’s  determining  to  take 
the  field,  Major  Curtis  accompanied  him  with  alacrity,  parting  with  his 
young  and  affectionate  wife  at  Fort  Scott,  on  the  4th  of  October,  and 
met  his  horrible  fate  at  Baxter  Springs,  on  Tuesday,  October  7.  All 


Chai\  XXXIV.] 


ACTION  AT  BAXTER  SPRINGS,  KANS. 


697 


who  knew  Major  Curtis  acknowledge  his  superior  ability,  and  in  his 
particular  duties  lie  had  no  equal.  Beloved  by  the  general  and  all  his 
staff,  his  loss  has  cast  a heavy  gloom  over  us,  “ whose  business  is  to  die,77 
unusual  and  heartfelt.  In  looking  over  the  field,  the  body  of  Lieut.  [A. 
W.]  Farr  was  found  next  to  where  the  first  attack  was  made,  with  marks 
of  wounds  by  buckshot  and  bullets.  The  lieutenant  was  unarmed  at 
the  time  of  the  attack,  and  had  been  riding  in  a carriage,  but  had  evi- 
dently jumped  therefrom  and  attempted  to  escape  on  foot.  Lieutenant 
Farr  was  a prominent  young  lawyer  from  Geneva,  Wis.,  and  had  been 
a partner  of  General  B.  F.  Butler,  at  Worcester,  Mass.  At  the  time  of 
the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  he  took  a patriotic  view  of  the  diffi- 
culty, and,  although  a strong  Democrat,  like  General  Butler,  had  ac- 
cepted a position  where  he  thought  he  could  be  of  service  to  his  country, 
and  has  fallen  in  the  good  cause.  Well  does  the  writer  of  this  remem- 
ber the  night  before  his  death,  while  we  were  lying  on  the  ground  with* 
our  blankets  over  us.  The  lieutenant  said  it  was  not  ambition  nor 
gain  that  prompted  him  to  enter  the  army,  but  only  that  he  might  do 
his  mite  towards  crushing  the  rebellion ; that  he  did  not  seek  promo- 
tion, but  was  willing  to  serve  where  he  could  do  the  most  good.  Truly 
a patriot  was  lost  when  Lieutenant  Farr  was  killed.  Other  dead,  many 
of  them  brave  and  true  men,  were  scattered  and  strewn  over  the  ground 
for  over  a mile  or  two,  most  with  balls  through  their  heads,  showing 
that  they  were  killed  after  having  surrendered,  which  the  testimony  of 
the  wounded  corroborates.  They  were  told,  in  every  instance,  that  if 
they  would  surrender  and  deliver  up  their  arms  they  should  be  treated 
as  prisoners  of  war,  and  upon  doing  so  were  immediately  shot  down. 
Sergt.  Jack  Splane,  Company  I,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  was  treated 
in  this  way,  and  the  fiend  that  shot  him,  after  taking  his  arms,  said, 
“Tell  old  God  that  the  last  man  you  saw  on  earth  was  Quantrill.77 
Sergeant  Splane  is  now  alive,  although  he  received  five  balls,  one  in  his 
head,  one  through  his  chest,  one  through  his  bowels,  and  the  others  in 
his  leg  and  arm.  Private  Jesse  Smith  was  shot  nearly  as  bad  and 
under  the  same  circumstances,  but  he  did  not  lose  his  consciousness,  and 
says  that  the  rebel  who  shot  him,  and  as  he  lay  upon  his  face,  jumped 
upon  his  back  and  essayed  to  dance,  uttering  the  most  vile  imprecations. 
Some  unarmed  citizens  that  were  with  us  were  killed,  and  their  bodies 
stripped  of  clothing.  Take  it  all  in  all,  there  perhaps  has  not  a more 
horrible  affair  (except  the  massacre  at  Lawrence,  in  Kansas)  happened 
during  the  war,  and  brands  the  perpetrators  as  cowards  and  brutes.  I 
will  here  also  state  that  a woman  and  a child  were  shot  at  the  camp $ 
both  will  recover.  It  was  done  premeditately,  and  not  by  random  shots, 
and  the  brute  who  shot  the  child  was  killed  by  a shot  from  the  revolver 
of  Sergeant  McKenzie,  Company  C,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

I respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  facts  set  forth  in  this  re- 
port, in  hopes  the  Government  will  see  fit  to  retaliate  for  the  actions 
of  this  band  of  desperadoes,  who  are  recognized  and  acknowledged  by 
the  Confederate  authorities,  and  whose  report  of  this  affair  stated  that 
the  brutality  of  the  beast  was  exultingly  published  by  the  Confederate 
papers,  and  approved  by  the  Confederate  officials.  Capt.  A.  H.  Camp- 
bell, Fourteenth  Kansas  Volunteers,  while  a prisoner  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  was  in  presence  of  this  person,  Quan- 
trill, and  heard  him  say  that  he  never  did,  and  never  would,  take  any 
prisoners,  and  was  boasting  of  the  number  of  captured  soldiers  he  had 
caused  to  be  shot,  stating  particulars,  &c.  These  facts  should  be  pub- 
lished to  the  civilized  world,  that  all  may  know  the  character  of  the 
people  against  whom  we  are  contending.  I would  also  respectfully  call 
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the  attention  of  the  general  commanding  to  the  fact  that  passes  in  and 
out  of  tbe  posts  of  Sedalia,  Springfield,  and  Kansas  City,  signed  by 
commanders  of  the  posts,  and  also  permits  to  carry  arms,  were  found 
on  the  bodies  of  a number  of  the  rebels  killed  in  the  fight;  and  from 
them  and  other  papers,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  a portion  of  Quan- 
trill’s  force  was  made  up  of  persons  belonging  to  the  Missouri  militia. 

I desire  to  take  special  notice  of  the  bravery  and  coolness  of  Lieut. 
James  B.  Pond,  Company  C,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  commanding 
the  camp  ; Sergeant  McKenzie,  of  Company  C,  Third  Wisconsin  Cav- 
alry, and  the  first  sergeant,  R.  W.  Smith,  of  said  company. 

The  number  of  the  killed  is  as  follows  : 


Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis,  Lieut.  A.  W.  Farr,  Lieutenant  [Ralph  E.]  Cook 3 

Members  of  brigade  band 14 

Clerks  and  orderlies 6 

.Company  A,  Fourteenth  Kansas 18 

Company  I,  Third  Wisconsin 23 

Company  C,  Third  Wisconsin  (in  camp) 6 

Citizens 10 

80 

Wounded 18 

Total 98 


The  loss  of  the  enemy,  as  far  as  known,  is  between  20  and  30. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  S.  HENNING, 
Major  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

Col.  Oliver  D.  Greene, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  of  the  Missouri , Saint  Louis. 


No.  4. 

JReport  of  Lieut.  James  B.  Pond , Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

Baxter  Springs,  Cherokee  Nation, 

October  7,  1863. 

Colonel  : I was  attacked  to-day  by  Quantrill  with  about  650  men,  and, 
after  one  hour’s  hard  fighting,  I am  able  to  report  to  you  that  I still 
hold  the  post,  and  the  old  flag  floats  over  us  as  proudly  as  ever. 

The  attack  was  made  from  the  woods  east  of  the  camp.  It  was  unex- 
pected, as  I had  sent  my  cavalry  out  not  more  than  an  hour  previous 
to  reconnoiter  on  the  same  road  the  enemy  came  in  on.  My  men  were 
at  dinner  when  the  attack  was  made,  and  most  of  them  were  obliged  to 
break  through  the  enemy’s  lines  in  order  to  get  their  arms,  which  were 
in  camp.  In  doing  this,  4 of  my  men  were  shot  down.  I was  iu  my 
tent  about  200  yards  west  of  the  camp  when  I heard  the  first  firing. 
The  reason  for  my  camp  being  here  was,  that  I had  just  arrived  with 
re-enforcements,  and  the  camp  was  not  large  enough  to  accommo- 
date the  whole  of  my  command,  and  I had  just  had  the  men  at  work 
extending  the  defense  up  to  my  quarters.  When  I looked  out,  I saw  the 
camp  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  mounted  men  two  ranks  deep.  I called 
what  men  were  near  to  me  to  get  inside  the  camps  if  possible.  At  the 
same  time  I ran  through  the  enemy’s  ranks  myself,  and  got  safely 
inside,  where  I found  the  enemy’s  men  as  numerous  as  my  own.  In  a 
moment  every  man  was  rallied,  and  we  soon  succeeded  in  getting  the 
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enemy  outside  the  camp.  This  done,  I called  for  men  to  get  the  how- 
itzer, which  stood  just  over  the  intrenchment,  on  the  north  side. 
Whether  the  men  heard  me  or  hot  I am  unable  to  say,  as  the  volleys 
of  musketry  and  the  yells  of  the  enemy  nearly  drowned  every  other 
noise ; but  no  one  came  to  my  assistance.  I got  the  howitzer  at  work 
myself,  and,  after  three  shots  into  their  ranks,  succeeded  in  repulsing 
the  main  force,  which  retreated  in  good  order  over  the  hill  north  of 
camp,  where  I heard  firing,  and  supposed  they  had  attacked  my  cav- 
alry, which  was  then  out;  but  upon  looking  round,  I discovered  Major 
Henning,  of  our  regiment,  who  had  gallantly  cut  his  way  through  the 
enemy,  and  rescued  3 of  my  men,  who  had  been  taken  prisoners,  and 
brought  them  safely  to  camp.  The  major  informed  me  that  General 
Blunt  was  close  by,  and  that  the  enemy  were  driving  him,  and  called 
for  cavalry  to  go  to  the  general’s  relief.  This  I could  not  furnish  him, 
as  every  effective  man  had  been  sent  out  in  the  morning,  and  all  I had 
was  about  25  of  my  own  company  (0)  and  20  of  Company  D,  Third 
Wisconsin  Cavalry  (none  of  which  had  serviceable  horses),  and  50 
negroes.  The  major  thought  that,  under  the  circumstances,  I could  do 
no  better  than  hold  my  camp,  while  he  went  out  in  hopes  to  meet  General 
Blunt,  and  inform  him  that  my  camp  was  still  in  our  possession ; and 
shortly  afterward  I discovered  that  General  Blunt’s  escort  and  band  had 
been  massanred,  theirwagons  burned,  and  the  bodies  burned  and  stripped 
of  clothing,  and  left  upon  the  ground,  and  the  enemy  had  formed  in  line 
of  battle  on  the  prairie.  At  2 o’clock  a flag  of  truce  approached.  The 
bearer,  George  Todd,  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  camp,  which, 
being  refused,  he  stated  that  he  demanded  in  the  name  of  Colonel  Quan- 
trill,  of  the  First  Regiment,  First  Brigade,  Army  of  the  South,  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners.  I answered  that  I had  taken  no  prisoners;  that  I 
had  wounded  several  of  his  men,  whom  I had  seen  fall  from  their  horses, 
and  would  see  that  they  were  cared  for,  provided  he  would  do  the  same 
by  our  men.  He  said  he  had  12  privates  and  the  adjutant- general 
(Major  Curtis)  prisoners,  and  that  I had  killed  about  50  of  his  men,  and 
if  I would  promise  to  take  care  of  his  wounded,  and  see  that  they  were 
paroled  after  they  were  able  to  leave,  he  would  promise  me  that  no  harm 
should  befall  Major  Curtis  or  our  men.  This,  I think,  was  intended  for 
a blind  to  find  out  what  I had  done,  as  they  had  already  murdered 
Major  Curtis  and  all  the  prisoners.  This  evening  General  Blunt  came, 
accompanied  by  Tough,  who,  with  6 or  8 men,  have  been  following 
Quantrill  on  his  retreat,  and  report  that  he  crossed  the  Neosho  at  the 
Fort  Gibson  road,  and  had  gone  south.  Is  there  a braver  man  living 
than  the  general  ? 

My  losses  are,  6 killed  and  10  wounded,  of  Company  C,  Third  Wiscon- 
sin Cavalry.  Lieutenant  [R.  E.]  Cook,  of  the  Second  [Kansas]  Colored, 
and  John  Fry,  the  express  rider,  and  1 negro  were  killed.  As  near 
as  I can  learn,  the  casualties  of  General  Blunt  are  about  80  killed  and 
0 or  7 wounded.  Most  of  the  killed  are  shot  through  the  head,  show- 
ing that  they  were  taken  prisoners  and  murdered.  Lieutenant  Farr, 
judge-advocate,  is  among  the  murdered;  also  Henry  Fellage,  and  the 
entire  brigade  band. 

Here  allow  me  to  make  mention  of  some  of  the  noble  acts  of  some  of 
the  men  of  my  command.  Sergeant  [W.  L.]  McKenzie,  of  my  company, 
exchanged  eleven  shots  with  a rebel  officer,  and  succeeded  in  killing  his 
horse.  The  man  then  dismounted,  and  took  to  the  timber,  followed  by 
McKenzie,  who,  with  only  one  shot  in  his  revolver,  killed  his  man,  while 
his  adversary  was  firing  at  him.  Sergeant  [R.  W.]  Smith,  I think,  was 
the  coolest  man  on  the  ground,  and  did  not  fail  to  see  that  every  order 
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was  executed  to  the  letter.  Sergeant  [K.]  Chestnut,  of  Company  D, 
Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  commanded  the  men  of  his  company,  and  did 
nobly.  The  darkies  fought  like  devils.  * Thirteen  of  them  were"  wounded 
the  first  round,  and  not  one  but  what  fought  the  thing  through. 

The  number  of  the  enemy  killed,  as  far  as  heard  from,  are  11,  and  1 
know  that  we  wounded  more  than  twice  that  number,  which  they  car- 
ried off  the  field. 

There  are  several  other  interesting  items,  of  which  I will  give  a full 
detail  in  future. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  POND, 

First  Lieut.  Co.  C,  Third  Wis.  Cav .,  Comdg.  Post,  Fort  Blair. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Blair, 

Commanding  Post , Fort  Scott. 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Col.  TF.  C.  Quantrill,  Confederate  service. 

In  Camp  on  Canadian, 

October  13,  1863. 

I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  march  from  the 
Missouri  Biver  to  the  Canadian,  a distance  of  450  miles  : 

I started  on  the  morning  of  October  2,  at  daybreak,  and  had  an  un- 
interrupted march  until  night,  and  encamped  on  Grand  Biver  for  three 
hours ; then  marched  to  the  Osage.  We  continued  the  march  from  day 
to  day,  taking  a due  southwest  course,  leaving  Carthage  12  miles  east, 
crossing  Shoal  Creek  at  the  falls,  then  going  due  west  into  the  Seneca 
Nation. 

On  October  6,  about  2 p.  m.,  the  advance  reported  a train  ahead.  I 
ordered  the  advance  to  press  on  and  ascertain  the  nature  of  it.  Cap- 
tain Brinker  being  in  command  of  the  advance,  he  soon  discovered  an 
encampment,  which  he  supposed  to  be  the  camp  of  the  train;  in  this  we 
were  mistaken.  It  proved  to  be  the  camp  belonging  to  Port  Baxter, 
recently  built  and  garrisoned  with  negroes,  45  miles  south  of  Fort  Scott, 
Kans.  When  the  advance  came  near  the  camp  they  saw  that  they  were 
not  discovered,  and  they  fell  back  a short  distance  to  wait  for  the  com- 
mand to  come  up.  I now  ordered  the  column  to  close  in  and  to  form 
by  fours  and  charge,  and  leading  the  head  of  the  column  myself  with 
Captains  Brinker  and  Pool,  took  about  one-half  of  the  column  to  the 
encampment  which  they  had  discovered,  still  being  ignorant  of  the 
fort.  This  they  charged,  driving  everything  before  them,  and  in  two 
minutes  were  in  possession  of  the  fort.  The  negroes  took  shelter  be- 
hind their  quarters.  Having  no  support,  my  men  were  compelled  to 
fall  back.  Not  knowing  myself  where  the  fort  was,  I moved  with  three 
companies — Captains  Todd,  Estes,  and  Garrett,  in  all  150  men — out 
on  the  prairie  north  of  the  camp,  and  discovered  a train  with  125  meu 
as  an  escort,  which  proved  to  be  Major-General  [J.  G.]  Blunt  and  staff 
with  body  guard  and  headquarters  train,  moving  headquarters  from 
Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  to  Fort  Smith,  Ark.  I immediate^  drew  up  in  line 
of  battle,  and  at  this  time  I heard  heavy  firing  on  my  left,  and  on  rid- 
ing out  discovered,  for  the  first  time,  the  fort,  with  at  least  half  of  my 
men  engaged  there.  I ordered  them  to  join  me  immediately,  which  they 
did,  on  the  double-quick.  General  Blunt  formed  his'  escort,  still  in  doubt 
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as  to  who  we  were.  I now  formed  250  men  of  all  the  companies  and 
ordered  a charge.  Up  to  this  time  not  a shot  had  been  fired,  nor  until 
we  were  within  60  yards  of  them,  when  they  gave  us  a volley  too  high 
to  hurt  any  one,  and  then  fled  in  the  wildest  confusion  on  the  prairie. 
We  soon  closed  up  on  them,  making  fearful  havoc  on  every  side.  We 
continued  the  chase  about  4 miles,  when  I called  the  men  off,  only  leav- 
ing about  40  of  them  alive.  On  returning,  we  found  they  had  left  us  0 
six-mule  wagons,  well  loaded ; 1 buggy  (General  Blunt’s) ; 1 fine  ambu- 
lance ; 1 flue  brass  band  and  wagon,  fully  rigged. 

Among  the  killed  were  General  Blunt,  Majors  Curtis,  Sinclair,  and  [B. 
S.J  Henning,  Captain  Tufi’t  [Tough],  and  3 lieutenants  of  the  staff,  and 
about  80  privates  of  the  escort.  My  loss  here  was  1 man  killed  (Will- 
iam Bledsoe)  and  1 severely  wounded  (John  Coger).  In  the  charge  on 
the  fort,  my  loss  was  2 men  killed  (Bobert  Ward  and  William  Lots- 
peach) ; wounded,  Lieutenant  Tootliman  and  Private  Thomas  Hill. 
Federal  loss  at  the  fort,  1 lieutenant  and  15  privates  killed;  number 
wounded,  not  known. 

We  have  as  trophies  two  staud  of  colors,  General  Blunt’s  sword,  his 
commission  (brigadier-general  and  major-general),  all  his  official  papers, 
&c.,  belonging  to  headquarters.  After  taking  what  we  wanted  from  the 
train ; we  destroyed  it,  fearing  we  could  not  carry  it  away  in  the  face  of 
so  large  a force.  We  then  sent  a flag  of  truce  to  the  fort  to  see  if  we 
had  any  wounded  there.  There  was  none. 

I did  not  think  it  prudent  to  attack  the  fort  again,  and,  as  we  had 
wounded  men  already  to  carry,  and  it  was  so  far  to  bring  them,  [I  con- 
cluded] that  I wTould  leave  the  fort.  So  at  5 p.  m.  I took  up  the  line  of 
march  due  south  on  the  old  Texas  road.  We  marched  15  miles,  and 
encamped  for  the  night.  From  this  place  to  the  Canadian  Biver  we 
caught  about  150  Federal  Indians  and  negroes  in  the  Nation  gather- 
ing ponies.  We  brought  none  of  them  through. 

We  arrived  at  General  [D.  H.]  Cooper’s  camp  on  the  12th  in  good 
health  and  condition. 

At  some  future  day  I will  send  you  a complete  report  of  my  summer’s 
campaign  on  the  Missouri  Biver. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  QUANTBILL, 

Colonel , Commanding , &c. 

Major-General  Price. 

P.  S. — In  this  report  I neglected  to  say  that  Colonels  Holt  and  Bob- 
erson  and  Captain  Tucker,  who  have  been  in  Missouri  on  business  for 
the  army,  were  with  me,  and  took  an  active  part  in  leading  the  men  on 
the  enemy. 


OCTOBER,  11-14,  1863. — Demonstration  against  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Thomas  J.  Hunt,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  ( Union). 

Headquarters  Post, 
Fayetteville , ArTc.,  October  13,  1863. 

General  : Colonel  Brooks,  with  a force  of  from  1,000  to  1,200  men,  is 
now  camped  on  White  Biver,  within  10  miles  of  this  post.  He  made  a 
formal  demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  post  on  Sunday,  the  11th,  at  11 
a.  m.  I have  been  ready  to  fight  them  ever  since,  and  expecting  they 
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would  attack.  I have  sent  scouts  to  their  camp  each  day  since  driving 
in  their  pickets,  and  at  one  time  going  close  to  their  headquarters,  into 
which  they  fired  with  revolvers. 

According  to  the  best  information  I can  get,  Brooks  is  being  re  en- 
forced daily,  and  will  attack  us  when  his  force  is,  in  his  opinion,  equal 
to  the  emergency.  He  has  now  about  1,000  men,  and  probably  knows 
our  force  and  position.  I cannot  oppose  him  with  half  so  many  men,  and 
am  becoming  quite  concerned  in  regard  to  the  safety  of  some  of  the 
stores  now  in  my  charge.  The  camp  and  garrison  equipage  of  the  First 
Arkansas  Cavalry  and  of  the  First  Arkansas  Battery  is  all  here,  and  can 
hardly  be  defended  by  the  force  now  here  without  risk  of  loss  ; besides 
this,  there  is  the  telegraph  train  and  supplies,  post  and  quartermaster 
stores  to  a considerable  extent.  I have  no  one  to  look  to  for  re- enforce- 
ments excepting  you.  I sent  to  Cincinnati,  Ark.,  where  Major  Foreman 
was  said  to  be  with  a battalion  of  Indians ; but,  from  the  length  of  time 
the  messengers  have  been  gone,  have  given  up  hope. 

I desire  re- enforcements  immediately,  and  also  ammunition,  rifle  and 
pistol,  especially  rifle,  caliber  .54.  It  is  said  a supply  for  our  regiment 
has  been  at  Cassville ; we  have  none  here.  The  commissary  will  be  un- 
able to  issue  full  rations  for  the  five  days  succeeding  the  loth,  from  the 
supply  on  hand  here.  I am  now  making  the  best  arrangements  of  the 
force  here,  in  view  of  defending  the  place  to  the  last. 

T.  J.  HUNT, 

Major  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  Volunteers , Comdg.  Post. 

Brigadier-General  McNeil. 


Headquarters  Post, 
Fayetteville , Arkv  October  16,  1863. 

Sir  : After  receiving  your  dispatch  from  near  Carthage,  Mo.,  advis- 
ing me  to  keep  a lookout  for  Brooks,  I made  use  of  all  the  opportuni- 
ties that  offered  to  find  out  his  whereabouts.  I did  not  hear  anything 
more  definite  than  a report,  brought  by  Major  Stephenson  from  Fort 
Smith  , that  Brooks  with  his  force  had  crossed  the  Arkansas  River,  until 
Saturday  night,  October  10,  the  provost-marshal  reported  movements 
among  sympathizers,  from  which  he  inferred  that  an  enemy  was  near. 

I kept  patrols  on  all  roads  from  which  danger  was  expected,  with  in- 
structions to  be  vigilant. 

On  Sunday,  October  11,  about  11.30  a.  m.,  a flag  of  truce  was  brought 
to  the  picket  on  the  Old  Missouri  road,  by  Captain  [S.]  Smithson,  of 
Brooks’  regiment,  Confederate  Army,  and  the  following  demand  sent 
in,  viz : 

Headquarters  District  of  Northwestern  Arkansas, 

Near  Fayetteville , October  11,  1863. 

To  the  Commander  of  the  Federal  Troops  at  Fayetteville  : 

Sir  : Having  the  town  of  Fayetteville  surrounded  by  a superior  force,  and  to  prevent 
the  effusion  of  blood,  I demand  the  immediate  surrender  of  the  place  and  the  troops 
within  the  same.  Thirty  minutes  will  be  given  for  a reply. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  BROOKS, 

Colonel , ComiMLnding.  \ 

A reply  was  sent  to  the  effect  that  no  surrender  would  be  made  with- 
out a fight.  The  pickets  were  re-enforced,  and  patrols  sent  out  to  feel 
the  enemy  on  the  several  roads  leading  in  his  direction  without  delay. 

Lieutenant  [J.  G.]  Robertson  and  12  men  came  onto  a company  of  30 
or  40  rebels,  under  Tuck  Smith.  He  immediately  charged  the  party,  who 
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were  in  Walker’s  house,  on  the  Huntsville  road,  on  the  West  Fork  of 
White  Eiver.  They  retreated  a half  mile  through  a lane,  and  then 
formed  in  line  of  battle  in  the  brush,  when  our  party  withdrew,  having- 
captured  1 horse  and  equipments,  and,  it  is  supposed,  seriously  wounding 
1 man,  if  not  more. 

The  most  reliable  reports  placed  the  rebel  force  at  600  armed  and  200 
unarmed  men. 

My  main  force  during  this  time  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
public  square,  where  they  remained  until  after  dark,  when  they  moved 
to  camp,  and  spent  the  night  on  their  arms.  The  quartermaster’s  train 
and  all  wagons  available  were  drawn  around  the  square  for  breastworks, 
and  orders  given  to  fall  back  to  them  if  an  attack  commenced.  About 
8 p.  m.,  Vougham  and  20  men  of  his  independent  company  came  in  from 
near  Huntsville,  confirming  the  reports  in  regard  to  Brooks,  his  force,  and 
his  intention  of  attacking  the  place.  All  the  patrols  reported  promptly 
and  favorably,  excepting  Lieutenant  [J.]  Yougham,  of  Company  I,  who 
was  sent  on  a very  important  road — the  Old  Missouri — and  came  in 
drunk,  not  reporting. 

The  main  command  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  public  square 
at  the  first  intimation  of  danger.  They  remained  in  this  position  until 
after,  dark,  when  they  were  moved  to  quarters,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  their 
arms  during  the  night.  All  were  wakened  at  3 a.  m.  of  the  12th,  and 
preparations  made  to  meet  the  enemy  if  an  attack  was  made  at  day- 
light. 

In  the  morning  the  sergeant  who  patroled  the  upper  Huntsville  road 
reported  that  Brooks’  command  had  crossed  the  Middle  Fork  of  White 
Biver  at  dusk  of  the  evening  before,  and  had  gone  on  to  Green  McGuire’s 
to  camp.  As  soon  as  this  was  known,  Captain  [R.  B.]  Mack  and  Lieu- 
tenant [M.  J.]  Patton  and  40  men  were  sent  to  find  the  camp,  and  ascer- 
tain if  possible  the  number  of  men.  They  reported  on  return  at  1 p.  m. 
to  have  found  the  camp  at  McGuire’s,  and  that  there  were  500  or  600 
men  there.  Lieutenant  Patton  and  5 men  drove  the  pickets  in  on  a run, 
and  charged  a small  church,  where  Brooks  had  headquarters,  shooting 
into  it  with  their  revolvers.  They  were  immediately  followed  by 
Brooks’  whole  command,  and  were  once  surrounded  on  the  road,  but 
took  a by-path  and  came  in  safe.  Shortly  after,  a lady  came  in  who  was 
a prisoner,  and  being  examined  by  Brooks  at  the  time  of  the  charge, 
corroborating  their  statements  in  regard  to  numbers  and  the  confusion 
of  the  charge,  &c. 

At  night  all  the  wagons  that  could  be  found,  including  quarter- 
master’s train  and  sutlers’  and  citizens’  wagons,  were  drawn  around 
the  public  square,  and  the  men  slept  in  line  of  battle  on  the  square. 
The  usual  patrols  were  sent  out,  and  men  sent  to  find  if  Brooks  had 
moved  camp.  They  reported  he  had  gone  to  Widow  Hannah’s,  4 miles 
farther  up  on  White  River.  Meantime  rumors  came  in  of  scouts  of 
men  passing  round  and  through  the  country ; one  of  100  men  on  the 
Wire  road  to  Cassville,  one  of  60  men  on  the  Elm  Springs  road,  &c. ; 
also  of  re- enforcements  coming  to  Brooks.  Rumors  reached  camp  that 
Major  Foreman  and  400  loyal  Indians  were  in  camp  near  Cincinnati, 
and  a dispatch  was  sent  to  find  him.  Dispatches  were  sent  to  Oass- 
ville  explaining  our  condition  on  the  12th. 

At  2 p.  m.  of  Tuesday,  the  13th,  a council  of  officers  was  held  to  consult 
on  the  feasibility  of  defending  the  place  and  stores  and  protecting  all. 
It  was  decided  unanimously  to  move  all  property  to  the  public  square, 
and  erect  breastworks  and  await  re-enforcements.  This  order  was  being 
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carried  out  when  our  patrol  on  the  Old  Missouri  road  was  driven  in, 
sharp  firing  having  taken  place.  The  whole  command  were  in  line  of 
battle  without  loss  of  time,  and  all  expected  a fight.  No  enemy  ap- 
peared, and  the  work  of  moving  to  the  public  square  was  again  com- 
menced. During  the  night  a formidable  breastwork  was  built  around 
the  square  from  the  materials  found  in  the  ruins  of  the  town.  Dis- 
patches were  sent  to  General  McNeil  at  night,  via  Cassville. 

At  9 p.  m.  a well-known  citizen  came  in  from  Brooks’  command,  and 
reported  that  it  had  been  Brooks’ intention  to  attack  the  place;  but  he 
thought  that  there  would  be  no  attack  made. 

During  the  day  of  the  14th  work  was  continued  on  the  wall  around 
the  square.  At  night  Captain  Freeburn,  with  150  men,  came  in  from 
Cassville,  reporting  Brooks  as  having  been  at  Black’s  Mill,  near  Cross 
Hollows,  but  that  he  had  gone.  With  this  re  enforcement,  I considered 
all  danger  from  that  quarter  over,  but  kept  out  the  same  patrols,  and 
exerted  the  same  vigilance  as  before,  until  relieved  of  my  command  by 
your  arrival. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  officers  and  men  for  their  hearty  assist- 
ance at  all  times.  They  seemed  anxious  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
proving  themselves  in  a fight,  and  I have  no  doubt  would  have  sus- 
tained themselves  nobly  against  Brooks  and  his  superior  forces. 

T.  J.  HUNT, 

Major  First  Arkansas  Cavalry , Commanding  Fost. 

Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison, 

Commanding  Arkansas  Volunteers  in  the  Field. 


OCTOBER.  12-16,  1863. — Scout  from  Eort  Garland,  Colo.,  and  killing  of  out- 
law Espanoza. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Horace  W.  Baldwin , McLain’s  Colorado  Battery. 

Fort  Garland,  Colo.,  October  16,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders, 
No.  — , dated  Fort  Garland,  October  — , 1863, 1 left  Fort  Garland  at  11 
o’clock  a.  m.  on  the  12th  day  of  October,  1863,  and  proceeded  up  the  road 
toward  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  Pass,  to  a spot  in  the  road  where  a man, 
supposed  to  be  Espanoza,  had  committed  certain  outrages  a day  or  two 
previous.  Camped  near  this  spot  the  first  night.  Next  morning  we 
discovered  the  trail  of  the  party  or  parties  who  were  supposed  to  have 
committed  such  outrages  as  were  known  to  have  been  committed,  from 
the  fact  that  two  mules  had  been  shot  and  one  carriage  burned,  the  re- 
mains of  which  were  then  lying  in  the  first-mentioned  spot  in  the  road, 
about  18  miles  from  Fort  Garland,  Colo.,  on  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  Creek. 
We  followed  this  trail  until  it  led  us  into  the  main  traveled  road,  when 
and  where  we  were  obliged  to  leave  it.  Going  again  to  the  ruins  in  the 
road,  we  took  a new  direction,  directly  opposite  to  the  one  we  had  taken 
the  day  before.  We  followed  along  the  mountains  on  the  north  side  of 
the  road  until  we  struck  the  range  of  the  Sierra  Madre  Mountains. 
Finding  no  signs  of  importance,  we  followed  along  this  range  in  a south- 
ern direction,  entering  the  Great  Canon  at  its  mouth,  near  the  main 
road.  Here  we  discovered  a moccasin  track,  which  we  followed  a num* 
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ber  of  miles,  but  left  it,  as  signs  indicated  that  it  was  old  and  of  no  im- 
portance to  us.  Upon  leaving  this  canon,  about  5 miles  from  its  mouth, 
the  trail  of  two  men  (or  man  and  boy)  was  found.  From  signs  it  was 
evident  that  these  persons  had  either  led  or  driven  two  cattle  along 
that  spot  not  to  exceed  two  days  before.  Followin g this  trai  l through  an 
almost  impassable  fall  of  dead  timber  a distance  of  about  5 miles,  a num- 
ber of  crows  were  seen  flying  over  a spot  on  the  side  of,  and  near  the 
top  of,  a lofty  mountain,  indicating  a camp  or  carrion  near;  two  mag- 
pies were  also  seen  flying  about  near  this  spot.  Being  convinced  that 
a camp  was  near,  I sent  a few  men  with  the  horses  which  were  being 
led  (several  men  being  dismounted  and  in  advance)  to  the  rear  and  be- 
hind a hill,  that  they  might  not  be  seen,  or  their  heavy  tramp  over  dead 
timber  might  not  be  heard,  in  case  the  object  of  our  search  should  be 
near  at  hand.  Thomas  Tobin  (guide)  and  4 soldiers  were  in  advance. 
The  horses  were  scarcely  out  of  sight,  behind  the  hill,  when  a shot  was 
fired  from  Tobin’s  rifle,  he  having  approached  the  camp  and  discovered 
a man  (Mexican)  sitting  on  a log  at  the  spot  indicated  by  crows,  &c.,  and 
fired,  wounding  the  man.  A boy  was  at  this  time  seen  to  run  from  a spot 
near  where  the  man  was  sitting.  He  was  instantly  shot.  The  man,  Es- 
panoza,  had  dodged  behind  a log  or  logs,  which  had  been  thrown  up  as 
a sort  of  defense.  While  lying  in  this  position  behind  the  logs  he  was 
fired  at  several  times  by  advancing  party  (soldiers).  From  this  sort  of 
defense  Espanoza  fired  two  shots  at  soldiers,  but  without  effect.  He 
then  raised  his  body  enough  to  be  visible,  when  he  was  pierced  by  many 
balls,  killing  him  instantly.  The  heads  of  the  two  dead  persons  were 
severed  from  the  bodies  and  taken  to  our  first  night’s  camp,  on  Sangre 
de  Cristo  Creek,  about  18  miles  from  Fort  Garland. 

Started  before  daylight  from  this  camp  on  morning  of  the  16th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1863,  for  Fort  Garland,  arriving  at  the  latter  place  at  9 a.  m.  same 
date.  We  delivered  to  you  the  heads  of  the  two  persons  as  soon  as  we 
arrived. 

While  furnishing  you  this  imperfect  and  hurried  report,  I have  the 
honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  serant, 

H.  W.  BALDWIN, 

Lieutenant , Commanding  Expedition. 

Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  F.  Tapp  an. 


OCTOBER  14,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Man’s  Creek,  Shannon  County,  Mo. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Michael  S.  Eddleman , Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry. 

Headquarters  Co.  M,  Fifth  M.  S.  M.  Cavalry, 

Camp  Clover , Mo.,  October  18,  1863. 

Captain  : In  compliance  with  orders  from  you,  received  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  14th  instant,  I took  command  of  the  squad  of  men,  number- 
ing 40,  detailed  to  escort  the  enrolling  officer  of  Shannon  County,  Mis- 
souri. I proceeded  to  the  southeast  part  of  the  county,  on  Jack’s  Fork 
of  Current  Biver;  from  there  I went  to  Man’s  Creek,  some  8 miles.  The 
road  from  Jack’s  Fork  to  Man’s  Creek  had  the  appearance  of  being  trav- 
eled daily  by  considerable  quantities  of  troops ; in  some  places  the  roads 
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were  beaten  down  quite  smooth  by  horses.  After  crossing  the  creek, 
and  gaining  the  tops  of  the  hills,  the  roads  were  strewn  with  particles  of 
forage,  and  here  seemed  to  be  regular  picket  posts.  I had  gone  but  a 
short  distance  when  I came  upon  a party  of  between  20  and  30  men. 
Quite  a skirmish  occurred  between  them  and  about  15  of  my  men,  being 
the  advance  of  the  party  under  my  immediate  command.  The  fighting 
lasted  about  ten  minutes.  We  emptied  four  saddles,  killing  2 and 
badly  wounding  2 others.  The  enemy  then  fled  in  all  directions.  I cap- 
tured four  horses  and  saddles.  None  of  my  men  were  hurt,  but  several 
were  shot  through  their  clothes.  The  fight  occurred  at  about  5 p.  m. 
1 halted  on  the  ground,  and  fed  my  horses  on  the  rebel  forage  that  lay 
on  the  ground.  I remained  here  until  near  10  o’clock,  when  I mounted 
and  returned  to  Salem. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  a considerable  rebel  force  in  the 
neighborhood  of  where  I met  what  I supposed  to  be  their  pickets. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  S.  EDDLEMAN, 

First  Lieut.  Co.  M,  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Capt.  Levi  E.  Whybark, 

Comdg.  Detachment  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


OCTOBER  19,  1863. — Affair  on  Honey  Creek,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col.  Henry  Neill , Fifth  Provisional  Regiment  Enrolled  Mis- 
souri Militia. 

Headquarters  Sub-Military  District, 

Clinton,  Mo.,  October  20, 1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  Lieutenant  De- 
vinney,  of  Company  K,  Fifth  Provisional  Regiment,  was  sent  out  Sunday 
night,  with  9 men  and  three  days’  rations,  to  watch  the  roads  in  what 
is  called  the  Honey  Creek  neighborhood,  and  to  kill  some  bushwhackers 
and  house  robbers  who  have  been  for  months  a terror  to  the  people 
in  that  part  of  the  country.  Yesterday,  while  passing  quietly  up  the 
creek,  he  came  suddenly  upon  4 men,  who  had  just  finished  a nice 
dinner,  which  had  been  furnished  them.  The  lieutenant  charged  them 
and  killed  them  all.  They  were  by  name  Thomas  Burks,  Joseph  Gib- 
son, Riddle,  and  Hogle.  They  had  only  3 horses,  one  of  them  having- 
lost  his  horse  in  the  raid  with  Shelby.  They  -were  each  supplied  with 
small  amount  of  Southern  money,  and  intended  to  leave  for  the  South 
as  soon  as  Burks  could  steal  a good  hoyse,  so  their  friends  said. 

Maj.  A.  J.  Pugh,  stationed  at  Osceola,  killed  a captain,  T.  Alexander, 
formerly  of  Warsaw,  and  captured  3 others,  a few  days  ago. 

I am  using  every  exertion  to  keep  my  district  clear.  I will  protect 
peaceable,  law-abiding  citizens,  but  will  show  no  quarter  to  armed  ma- 
rauders. 

I have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  your  friend  and  servant, 

HENRY  NEILL, 

Col.,  Comdg.  Fifth  Provisional  Regt.  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 

General  E.  B.  Brown. 
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OCTOBER  21,  1863. — Affair  in  Greenton  Valley,  near  Hopewell,  Mo. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Bazel  F.  Lazear , First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry. 

Headquarters  Sixth  Sub-District, 

Warrensburg , November  1,  1863. 

Captain  : Captain  [W.  H.]  Folmsbee,  Company  B,  First  Missouri 
State  Militia  Cavalry,  stationed  at  Hopewell,  reported  that,  on  October 
21,  Lieutenant  [J.]  Rhoades  and  a detachment  of  same  company  came 
upon  a party  of  4 bushwhackers  in  Greenton  Valley,  killing  2 and  badly 
wounding  another. 

I also  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Sixth  Sub-District  is  remark- 
ably quiet  at  this  time.  Only  occasionally  can  hear  of  a bushwhacker. 
I have  my  command  distributed  in  the  district,  so  that  I think  this  state 
of  affairs  will  continue,  and  I risk  nothing  in  saying  that  there  is  a 
better  state  of  affairs  existing  now  in  Johnson  and  La  Fayette  Counties 
than  has  since  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

Very  respectfully, 

B.  F.  LAZEAE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 
Capt.  James  H.  Steger,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen .,  List.  Central  Missouri. 


OCTOBER  22,  1863. — Mutiny  at  Bloomfield,  Mo. 

REPORTS,  ETC. 

No.  1.— Col.  John  B.  Rogers,  Second  Missouri  State  Militila  Cavalry,  commanding 
at  Cape  Girardeau. 

No.  2. — Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery,  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry,  commanding  at  Bloomfield. 
No.  3. — Lieut.  Herman  J.  Huiskamp,  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

No.  4. — Findings  and  sentences  of  general  court-martial,  &c. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  John  B.  Rogers , Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , 
commanding  at  Cape  Girardeau. 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  October  23, 1863. 
General  : I received  a message  [following]  by  courier  last  night, 
signed  by  all  the  officers  at  Bloomfield  excepting  two,  in  which  they  say 
that  they  are  true  and  loyal,  and  are  willing  and  anxious  to  do  right. 
They  say  that  they  are  not  in  revolt  against  authority,  but  believing 
that  they  were  commanded  by  a traitor,  and  that  the  post  of  Bloomfield, 
with  all  the  stores,  troops,  arms,  &c.,  was  about  to  be  betrayed  and  sold 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  they  thought  it  their  imperative  duty  to 
seize  the  commander  and  commandant. 

They,  over  the  names  of  five  commissioned  officers,  attest  all  this,  and 
send  to  me  a list  of  formidable  charges,  which,  if  sustained,  will  go  far 
to  justify  apprehensions.  I do  not  know  of  the  truth  of  all  this.  I will 
say  this : In  my  headquarters,  on  the  2lst  instant,  the  startling  remark 
was  made  by  an  officer  high  in  command,  “ Look  out  for  disaster,  Col- 
onel ; Bloomfield  is  sold,  and  in  a short  time  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.”  I said,  “What  do  you  mean?”  He  replied,  “It  was  sold  once 
to  a woman,”  and  all  the  assertions  of  Major  Montgomery  led  to  similar 
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conclusions.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to  go  to  Bloomfield.  Those  offi- 
cers lay  the  case  before  me,  and  express  the  earnest  determination  to 
obey  all  orders.  They  will  come  here  if  ordered,  or  do  anything  else. 

I await  orders.  Answer  immediately. 

J.  B.  ROGERS, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

General  Fisk. 


ADDENDA. 

Headquarters  Post,  Bloomfield,  Mo .,  October  22, 1863. 
Col.  J.  B.  Rogers,  Commanding  Post  at  Cape  Girardeau  : 

Sir  : The  extraordinary  and  flagitious  conduct  of  the  major  command- 
ing this  post,  as  well  as  his  management  of  the  troops  here,  has  of  late 
created  such  a vast  distrust  and  loss  of  confidence  in  the  command,  that 
it  was  and  still  is  feared  that  his  designs  were  to  betray  this  whole 
command  into  the  hands  and  control  of  rebels  and  rebel  emissaries. 

Among  the  majority  of  commissioned  officers  stationed  here  it  was 
deemed  necessary  that  a meeting  for  consultation  should  be  held,  which 
was  accordingly  done  on  the  evening  of  the  21st  instant,  at  which  meet- 
ing, after  mature  deliberation,  the  following  conclusions  were  arrived 
at,  viz : 

1st.  That,  under  the  command  of  Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery,  the  hold- 
ing and  continued  possession  of  the  place  for  any  time  longer  was  a 
matter  fraught  with  serious  doubts. 

2d.  That,  judging  from  the  recent  conduct  of  the  major  commanding, 
he  has  wholly  lent  himself  and  completely  gone  over  to  those  who  are 
well  known  by  himself  to  be  and  have  been  the  leading  traitors  in  and 
around  this  place  ever  since  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion.  His 
son,  Capt.  R.  H.  Montgomery,  and  Hr.  T.  W.  Johnson  are  all  in  this 
connection  acting  with  him. 

3d.  To  save  and  hold  in  possession  this  place  to  the  Government 
which  we  all  represent,  it  was  further  agreed  upon  that  the  most  imper- 
ative necessity  clearly  indicates  that  the  major  commanding  must  imme- 
diately be  put  under  arrest,  and  the  further  exercise  of  his  power  be 
stayed  until  this  fearful  and  disgracing  condition  of  things  can  be  re- 
ported to  the  proper  authorities. 

4th.  That  to  save  ourselves,  as  officers  true  and  faithful  in  our  alle- 
giance to  the  Govern  men t,  from  the  apparently  impending  disgrace  and 
disaster,  we  proceed  early  by  to-morrow’s  dawn  to  arrest  Maj.  Samuel 
Montgomery,  commanding  this  post,  and  so  hold  him  until  our  action 
can  be  reported,  and  further  directions  had  thereon.  The  real  causes 
leading  and  conducing  to  the  proceedings  had,  as  stated,  are  embodied 
in  the  accompanying  charges  and  specifications  against  the  said  Maj. 
Samuel  Montgomery,  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers. 

Very  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  H.  CROCKETT, 

Capt.  Company  H,  Comdg.  Second  Battalion  Sixth  Missouri  Car. 

JOHN  H.  PAYNTER, 

Captain  Company  A,  Second  Battalion  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

V.  B.  S.  REBER, 

Lieutenant , Comdg.  Section  Company  K , Second  Missouri  Artillery. 

LUTHER  H.  POTTER, 

Second  Lieutenant , Comdg.  Company  L . Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

E.  J.  BURROSS, 

Second  Lieutenant , Comdg.  Company  B,  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry. 
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Cape  Girardeau,  October  23, 1863. 

General  : 1 have  sent  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hiller  to  take  command  at 
Bloomfield.  I have  ordered  Major  Montgomery  here.  I have  ordered 
Hiller  to  arrest  the  leaders  of  the  revolt.  Would  I better  have  them 
sent  here  or  let  them  stay  there  % If  you  think  best,  they  can  come  up 
with  the  guard  that  accompanies  Hiller. 

J.  B.  EOGEES, 

Colonel. 

General  Fisk. 


General  Fisk  : 


Cape  Girardeau,  October  26,  1863. 


The  following  just  received  from  Bloomfield: 

Col.  J.  B.  Rogers  : 

Having  arrested  the  company  officers,  I placed  the  orderly  sergeants  in  command  of 
the  companies.  The  men  are  quiet  and  orderly,  and  I can  see  no  appearance  of  mutiny 
among  them.  Everything  goes  on  well.  I cannot  hear  of  a single  rebel  squad  in  this 
country,  and  believe  there  is  none.  I can  learn  of  nothing  having  been  done  that 
would  iustify  the  officers  in  the  course  they  took.  They  acted  very  sillily. 

H.  M.  HILLER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel , Commanding. 


J.  B.  EOGEES. 


FTo.  2. 


Report  of  Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery , Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry , command- 
ing at  Bloomfield. 

Cape  Girardeau,  October  22,  1863. 

General  : The  following  just  received,  dated — 

Bloomfield,  22 d — 9 a.  m. 

Col.  J.  B.  Rogers  : 

I am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  troops  at  this  post  are  in  open  mutiny,  headed 
by  the  officers  who  have  had  the  invitations  to  resign,  as  well  as  others.  The  bat- 
tery m command  of  Lieutenant  Reber  is  planted  in  front  of  my  headquarters,  and  the 
men  of  my  battalion  drawn  up  in  line,  supporting  it ; myself  placed  under  arrest,  and 
a guard  placed  over  the  telegraph  operator  and  instruments.  Captain  Crockett  is 
commanding  the  mutineers,  although  Lieutenant  Reber  is,  to  all  appearances,  the 
principal  insurgent.  I,  of  course,  refused  to  recognize  their  arrest. 

SAML.  MONTGOMERY, 

Major. 

Send  me  orders. 

J.  B.  EOGEES, 

Colonel. 

General  Fisk. 

Bloomfield  operator  says  the  first  intelligence  he  had  of  the  affair 
was  the  whole  battalion  and  battery  . drawn  up  in  front  of  headquarters. 
The  major  went  out  and  asked  them  why  it  was,  and  Captain  Crockett 
said  they  had  come  to  arrest  him.  The  major  said  he  would  not  recog- 
nize their  arrest,  and  called  them  mutineers,  and  ordered  them  back  to 
quarters.  They  then  all  came  in  my  office  to  let  Colonel  Eogers  know 
about  it,  and  Crockett  put  a guard  in  my  office,  and  drew  carbines  on 
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me;  said  I could  not  send  any  message  anywhere.  The  guard  was  re- 
lieved regularly  till  about  11,  when  the  line  went  down.  1 expect  some 
of  them  went  out  to  cut  it. 

All  quiet  here  now.  The  adjutant  thinks  there  is  no  danger  to-night. 

HOFFS. 


FTo.  3. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Herman  J.  Huislcamp , Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Bloomfield,  Mo.,  October  22,  1863 — 8.40  p.  m. 

Colonel:  This  morning  at  7 I was  awakened  by  Captain  Crockett, 
who  told  me  Lieutenant  Reber  wished  to  see  me  at  his  headquarters  at 
8 o’clock.  I arrived  there  at  about  8,  and  found  in  Lieutenant  Eeber’s 
office  Captain  Crockett,  Captain  Paynter,  Lieutenant  Burross,  Lieu- 
tenant Reber,  and  Lieutenant  Potter.  They  were  armed,  all  of  them 
but  Captain  Crockett,  who  only  had  his  belt  on.  On  entering  the  room 
I noticed  that  all  battery  horses  were  harnessed.  I was  requested  to 
take  a seat ; after  doing  which,  Lieutenant  Reber  got  up  and  first  read 
a paper  signed  by  the  above-named  officers,  in  which  they  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  this  post  was  in  the  hands  of  a traitor,  or  words  to 
that  effect,  and  stating  also  that  they  intended  immediately  to  arrest 
the  major  by  force;  after  which  a tremendously  long  list  of  charges 
were  read,  too  voluminous  to  mention.  After  getting  through  this,  I 
was  informed  that  it  was  decided  in  a meeting  previously  that  I should 
not  be  called  in ; but  upon  further  deliberation  I was  called  and  asked 
to  put  my  signature  to  their  writings,  which  I flatly  and  emphatically 
refused  to  do,  telling  them  I did  not  believe  a single  one  of  their 
charges,  and,  therefore,  considered  the  thing  hasty  and  wrong.  The 
battery  lieutenant  then  told  me  he  would  immediately  move  his  battery 
in  front  of  the  major’s  headquarters.  I told  him  he  might  move  it 
there,  and,  if  he  pleased,  let  it  off  when  he  got  there.  After  leaving 
their  council,  Captain  Crockett  walked  a small  distance  toward  head- 
quarters with  me.  I told  him  he  was  pursuing  a wrong  and  shameful 
course,  and  advised  him  to  forward  the  charges,  and  the  investigation 
would  naturally  follow.  He  said  those  were  his  counsels  last  night, 
but  they  were  overruled,  and  it  was  too  late  now  to  back  out.  Im- 
mediately afterward  the  battery  was  planted  in  front  of  headquarters, 
and  the  cavalry,  dismounted,  supporting  it.  The  major  just  then  com- 
ing up,  1 told  him  what  was  the  matter.  We  both  then  walked  up  to- 
ward them.  Upon  seeing  us  approach,  Captain  Paynter  ordered  a 
detail  of  4 men  from  each  company,  who,  seeing  that  the  old  major 
was  about  to  be  arrested,  were  very  slow  in  coming;  being,  however, 
ordered  by  their  commanding  officer,  could  not  disobey.  Captain  Potter 
then  asked  the  major  to  surrender  himself,  saying  that  Captain  Crockett 
would  now  assume  command  of  the  post.  The  major  refused  to  recog- 
nize the  arrest,  as  coming  from  an  inferior  officer.  We  then  turned 
around  and  walked  toward  headquarters,  closely  followed  by  a guard 
of  16  men,  headed  by  Captain  Paynter.  The  major  at  first  ordered  the 
officers  to  dismiss  these  men,  which  order  was  flatly  disobeyed.  Upon 
entering  the  house  the  guard  was  instructed  to  let  no  man  out.  Three 
men  were  then  sent  inside,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Burross,  to 
prevent  the  sending  of  dispatches,  with  orders  to  shoot  the  operator  if 
he  attempted  to  work  his  line.  The  guard  standing  with  cocked  pistols 
to  prevent  him,  he  told  them  to  shoot,  and  be  damned.  In  the  mean 
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time  I left  the  major  talking  with  Captain  Crockett,  s\ko  shortly  after- 
ward ordered  the  officers  to  march  their  men  to  their  quarters.  The 
guard  over  the  telegraph  was  also  released,  and  so  the  matter  stands. 

S The  main  instigator,  Lieutenant  Eeber,  has  been  drunk  ever  since 
the  occurrence.  The  men  were  not  aware,  as  a general  thing,  what 
ihey  were  ordered  out  for,  and  a great  many  deserted  the  ranks  upon 
finding  out.  The  whole  thing  has  thus  far  resulte^m  a^grand^fizzle. 

Adjutant. 


Col.  J.  B.  Rogers, 

Commanding  at  Cape  Giardeau. 


No.  4. 

Findings  and  sentences  of  General  Court-Martial , &c. 

General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

15t  ] Saint  Louis , Mo.,  January  25,  18G4. 

I At  the  general  court-martial  which  convened  at  Saint  Louis,  Mo., 
pursuant  to  Special  Orders,  No.  145,  series  1863,  from  Headquarters 
Saint  Louis  District,  and  of  which  Col.  John  F.  Tyler,  of  the  First  Regi- 
ment Missouri  State  Militia  Infantry,  is  president,  were  arraigned  and 

tnCapt.rjohn  H.  Paynter,  Company  A,  Sixth  Regiment  Cavalry,  Mis- 
souri Volunteers,  on  the  following  charges  and  specifications : 

Charge  1st.— Mutiny. 

Specification.— In  this,  that  he,  Capt.  John  H.  Painter,  Company 
A Sixth  Regiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  did  begin,  excite, 
cause,  and  join  in  a mutiny  in  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  at  the  post  of  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  with  divers  other  commissioned 
officers  of  said  forces,  said  mutiny  having  for  its  object,  and  resulting  m, 
the  unlawful,  unwarrantable,  and  wanton  arrest  and  forcible  disposses- 
sion from  command  and  authority  of  the  commanding  officer  ot  said 
post,  Major  Montgomery,  of  said  Sixth  Regiment ; in  said  mutiny  the 
accused  was  a chief  actor  and  a leader.  This  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  on  or 
about  the  22d  day  of  October,  1863. 

Charge  2d.— Being  present  at  a mutiny,  and  not  using  his  utmost 
endeavors  to  suppress  the  same. 

Snecitication.— In  this-,  that  he,  Capt,  John  H.  Paynter,  Company 
A Sixth  Regiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  was  present  at  a mu- 
tiny in  the  forces  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  the  post  ot 
Bloomfield,  Mo.  s did  not  use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  suppress  the  same; 
said  mutiny  having  for  its  object  and  its  result  the  wanton  and  unlaw- 
ful arrest  of  the  commanding  officer  of  said  post,  Major  Montgomery, 
who  was  by  the  mutineers,  in  the  presence  and  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  accused,  so  arrested  and  deposed  from  his  command,  lhis  at 
Bloomfield,  Mo.,  on  or  about  the  22d  of  October,  1863. 

Charge  3d.— Coming  to  the  knowledge  of  an  intended  mutiny,  and 
not  giving  information  thereof,  without  delay,  to  his  commanding  officer. 

Snecitication. — In  this,  that  he,  Capt.  John  H.  Paynter,  Company  A, 
Sixth  Regiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  did  seasonably  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  an  intended  mutiny  in  the  forces  of  the  United  States 
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service  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  and  did  not,  without  delay,  or  at  all,  give,  or 
attempt  to  give,  information  thereof  to  his  commanding  officer.  Major 
Montgomery,  of  the  same  regiment,  then  commanding  said  post  of 
Bloomfield,  Mo.,  and  against  whom  said  mutiny  was  directed.  This  on 
or  about  the  22d  day  of  October,  1863,  at  Bloomfield,  Mo. 

Charge  4tii. — Offering  violence  against  his  superior  officer  in  the 
execution  of  his  office. 

Specification. — Tn  this,  that  he,  Capt.  John  H.  Paynter,  Company  A, 
Sixth  Kegiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  did  offer  violence  against 
his  superior  officer,  Major  Montgomery,  of  said  regiment,  then  being 
in  the  execution  of  his  office  as  commander  of  the  post  of  Bloomfield, 
Mo.,  by  marching  his  (the  accused’s)  company  menacingly  under  arms 
against  the  headquarters  of  said  Montgomery,  in  which  he  then  was, 
and,  with  other  officers,  forcibly,  wrantonly,  and  unlawfully  seizing,  ar- 
resting, and  placing  under  guard  the  said  Montgomery,  and  confining 
him  in  his  headquarters.  This  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  on  or  about  October 
22,  1863. 

Charge  5th. — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  he,  Capt.  John  H.  Paynter,  Company  A, 
Sixth  Kegiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  did,  wantonly  and  forci- 
bly, arrest  Major  Montgomery,  commanding  the  post  of  Bloomfield,  Mo., 
with  the  aid  and  co-operation  of  other  officers,  and  then,  in  order  to 
conceal  and  screen  themselves,  and  prevent  the  transmission  of  intelli- 
gence of  their  conduct  to  higher  military  authorities,  he  and  they  did 
seize  the  United  States  military  telegraph,  and  place  a guard  over  it, 
with  instructions  to  shoot  the  operator  if  he  attempted  to  send  any 
message.  This  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  on  or  about  October  22,  1863. 

Charge  6th. — Disobedience  of  orders. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  he,  Capt.  John  H.  Paynter,  Company  A, 
Sixth  Kegiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  when  lawfully  ordered 
by  his  superior  and  commanding  officer,  Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery,  of 
said  regiment,  then  commanding  the  post  of  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  to  dis- 
perse and  remove  from  headquarters  of  said  post  his  company,  then  and 
there  menacingly  drawn  up  under  arms  without  lawful  orders,  did  dis- 
obey said  order,  and  refused  and  neglected  so  to  disperse  and  remove 
his  said  company.  This  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  on  or  about  the  22d  day  of 
October,  1863. 

To  all  of  which  charges  and  specifications  the  accused  pleaded  u Kot 
guilty.” 

Finding  of  the  Court. 

The  court  having  maturely  considered  the  evidence  adduced,  finds 
the  accused  as  follows : 

Of  the  specification , 1st  Charge,  u Guilty.” 

Of  the  1st  Charge,  “ Guilty.” 

Of  the  specification , 2d  Charge,  u Guilty.” 

Of  the  2d  Charge,  “ Guilty.” 

Of  the  specification , 3d  Charge,  u Guilty.” 

Of  the  3d  Charge,  “ Guilty.” 

Of  the  specification , 4th  Charge,  u Guilty.” 

Of  the  4th  Charge,  “ Guilty.” 
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Of  the  specification , 5th  Change,  “ Guilty,  except  the  words  ‘with  in- 
structions to  shoot  the  operator  if  he  attempted  to  send  any  messages.7’7 

Of  the  5th  Change,  “ Guilty.77 

Of  the  specification , 6th  Change,  “ Guilty.77 

Of  the  6th  Change,  “ Guilty.77 

Sentence.  * 

And  the  court  does,  therefore,  sentence  him,  the  said  John  H.  Payn- 
ter,  captain  Company  A,  Sixth  Eegiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers, 
u to  be  dismissed  the  service  of  the  United  States.” 

II.  Finding  and  sentence  confirmed.  Capt.  John  H.  Paynter,  of  Com- 
pany A,  Sixth  Eegiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  ceases  to  be  an 
officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  from  this  date. 

III.  2d.  Capt.  William  H.  Crockett,  Company  D,  Sixth  Eegiment 
of  Cavalry,  Missouri  Volunteers,  on  the  following  charges  and  specifi- 
cations : 

Change  1st. — Mutiny. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  he,  Capt.  William  H.  Crockett,  of  Com- 
pany I),  Sixth  Eegiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  did  begin,  ex- 
cite, cause,  and  join  in  a mutiny  in  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  at  the  post  of  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  said  mutiny  having  for 
its  object,  and  resulting  in,  the  unlawful  and  wanton  arrest  and  forcible 
dispossession  from  his  command  of  Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery,  then 
the  commanding  officer  of  said  post  and  troops.  This  on  or  about  the 
21st  day  of  October,  1863. 

Change  2d. — Being  present  at  a mutiny,  and  not  using  his  utmost 
endeavors  to  suppress  the  same. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  he,  Capt.  William  H.  Crockett,  Company 
D,  Sixth  Eegiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  was  present  at  a 
mutiny  in  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  the  post  of 
Bloomfield,  Mo.,  and  did  not  use  his  utmost  endeavors,  or  any  efforts,  to 
suppress  the  same,  but,  instead,  aided  and  abetted  the  mutineers,  officers 
in  said  troops,  who  were  unlawfully  and  wantonly  arresting  and  placing 
under  guard  Major  Montgomery,  their  commanding  officer.  This  on  or 
about  the  21st  of  October,  1863,  at  Bloomfield,  Mo. 

Change  3d. — Coming  to  the  knowledge  of  an  intended  mutiny,  and 
not  giving  information  thereof,  without  delay,  to  his  commanding  officer. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  he,  Capt.  William  H.  Crockett,  Company 
D,  Sixth  Eegiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  did  come  to  and  pos- 
sess knowledge  of  an  intended  mutiny  in  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  at  the  post  of  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  and  did  not,  without  delay, 
or  at  any  time,  give  information  thereof  to  his  commanding  officer,  Maj. 
Samuel  Montgomery,  the  commander  of  said  post,  and  against  whom 
said  mutiny  was  especially  intended  and  directed.  This  on  or  about 
the  21st  day  of  October,  1863,  at  Bloomfield,  Mo. 

Change  4th. — Offering  violence  against  his  superior  officer  in  the 
execution  of  his  office. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  he,  Capt.  William  H.  Crockett,  Company 
D,  Sixth  Eegiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  did  offer  violence 
against  his  superior  officer,  Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery,  Second  Battalion 
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Sixth  Begiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  then  in  the  execution  of 
his  office  of  commander  of  the  post  of  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  by  detailing,  and 
causing  to  be  detailed,  a guard  of  16  men  (soldiers)  unlawfully  and  wan- 
tonly to  arrest  and  forcibly  detain  the  said  Major  Montgomery,  who  was 
so  arrested  and  detained  by  the  soldiers  of  said  guard,  under  the  direc- 
tions, instructions,  and  commands  of  said  Crockett  and  others  acting 
with  him.  This  on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  October,  1863,  at  Bloomfield, 
Mo. 

Charge  5th. — Disobedience  of  orders. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  he,  Capt.  William  H.  Crockett,  Company 
D,  Sixth  Begiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  when  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  the  post  of 
Bloomfield,  Mo.,  were  in  a state  of  mutiny,  and  when  lawfully  ordered 
by  his  superior  and  commanding  officer,  Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery,  the 
commander  of  said  post,  to  disperse  his  men  and  return  them  and  him- 
self to  duty,  did  flatly  refuse  and  disobey  the  order,  and  declared  that 
he  had  assumed  command  of  that  post,  with  other  language  of  like  im- 
port. This  on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  October,  1863,  at  Bloomfield, 
Mo. 

Charge  6th.— Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  he,  Capt.  William  H.  Crockett,  Company 
D,  Sixth  Begiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  at  the  post  of  Bloom- 
field, Mo.,  with  divers  other  officers  and  soldiers,  did  unlawfully,  wan- 
tonly, and  maliciously  seize,  arrest,  and  depose  Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery, 
the  commanding  officer  of  said  post,  and  then,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
transmission  of  intelligence  of  their  said  conduct  to  higher  military 
authorities,  and  in  order  to  screen  himself  and  his  coadjutors,  he  and 
they  ordered  and  placed  a guard  over  the  United  States  military  tele- 
graph at  said  post,  with  instructions  to  sljoot  the  operator  in  case  he 
undertook  to  send  any  message  by  said  telegraph.  This  at  Bloomfield, 
Mo.,  on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  October,  1863. 

To  all  of  which  charges  and  specifications  the  accused  pleaded  “Xot 
guilty.” 

Finding  of  the  Court. 

The  court  having  maturely  considered  the  evidence  adduced,  finds  the 
accused  as  follows : 

Of  the  specification , 1st  Charge,  “ Guilty.” 

Of  the  1st  Charge,  “Guilty.” 

Of  the  specification , 2d  Charge,  “ Guilty.” 

Of  the  2d  Charge,  “Guilty.” 

Of  the  specification ,*  3d  Charge,  “ Guilty.” 

Of  the  3d  Charge,  “Guilty.” 

Of  the  specification , 4th  Charge,  “Guilty.” 

Of  the  4th  Charge,  “Guilty.” 

Of  the  specification , 5th  Charge,  “Guilty.” 

Of  the  5th  Charge,  “ Guilty.” 

Of  the  specification , 6th  Charge,  “ Guilty,  except  words  4 with  instruc- 
tions to  shoot  the  operator  in  case  lie  undertook  to  send  any  message  by 
said  telegraph.’” 

Of  the  6th  Charge,  4 4 Guilty.” 
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Sentence. 

And  the  court  does,  therefore,  sentence  him,  the  said  William  H.  Crock- 
ett, captain  Company  D,  Sixth  Regiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers, 
uto  be  dismissed  the  service  of  the  United  States.” 

IV.  Finding  and  sentence  confirmed.  Capt.  William  H.  Crockett, 
Company  D,  Sixth  Regiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  ceases  to 
be  an  officer  in  the  Uniteci  States  service  from  this  date. 

V.  3d.  Second  Lieut.  E.  J.  Burross,  of  Company  E,  Sixth  Regiment 
Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  on  the  following  charges  and  specifica- 
tions : 

Charge  1st. — Mutiny. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  he,  Second  Lieut.  E.  J.  Burross,  of  Com- 
pany E,  Sixth  Regiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  did,  without  just 
cause  or  excuse,  begin,  excite,  cause,  and  join  in  a mutiny,  in  the  troops 
and  companies  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  the  post  of  Bloom- 
field, Mo.,  said  mutiny  having  for  its  object,  and  resulting  in,  the  unlaw- 
ful arrest  and  forcible  dispossession  from  his  command  of  Maj.  Samuel 
Montgomery,  then  in  command  of  that  post.  This  at  Bloomfield,  Mo., 
on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  October,  1863. 

Charge  2d. — Being  present  at  a mutiny,  and  not  using  his  utmost 
endeavors  to  suppress  the  same. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  he,  Second  Lieut.  E.  J.  Burross,  of  Com- 
pany E,  Sixth  Regiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  ’was  present  at 
a mutiny  of  the  officers  of  the  troops  and  forces  stationed  at  Bloomfield, 
Mo.,  and  did  not  use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  suppress  the  same,  but, 
instead,  aided  and  abetted  the  mutineers,  who  unlawfully  arrested  and 
deprived  from  command  and  put  under  guard  Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery, 
then  commanding  said  post  of  Bloomfield.  This  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  on 
or  about  the  21st  day  of  October,  1863. 

Charge  3d. — Coming  to  the  knowledge  of  an  intended  mutiny,  and 
not  giving  information  thereof,  without  delay,  to  his  commanding  officer. 

Specification.— In  this,  that  he,  Second  Lieut.  E.  J.  Burross,  Sixth 
Regiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  did  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
an  Intended  mutiny  in  the  troops  stationed  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  and  did 
not,  without  delay,  give  information  thereof  to  his  commanding  officer, 
Major  Montgomery,  against  whom  the  mutiny  was  especially  directed, 
but  aided  and  abetted  the  same.  This  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  on  or  about 
the  21st  day  of  October,  1863. 

Charge  4th. — Offering  violence  to  his  superior  officer  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  office. 

Specification.— In  this,  that  he,  Second  Lieut.  E.  J.  Burross,  of  Com- 
pany E,  Sixth  Regiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  did  march  his 
company  menacingly  in  front  of  the  headquarters  of  the  post  of  Bloom- 
field, Mo.,  and  did  detail  4 men  of  his  company  to  unlawfully  arrest, 
and  aid  in  arresting,  by  force  and  violence,  Major  Montgomery,  of  the 
Sixth  Regiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  then  commanding  said 
post,  and  then  being  by  said  men  arrested  by  violence  while  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  office. 
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Charge  5th. — Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

• Specification. —1  u this,  that  he,  Second  Lieut.  E.  J.  Burross,  of  Com- 
pany E,  Sixth  Regiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  did  unlawfully 
and  forcibly  arrest,  and  aid  to  arrest,  Major  Montgomery,  then  in  com- 
mand of  the  post  of  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  and  in  order  to  prevent  transmis- 
sion of  intelligence  of  his  conduct  to  the  higher  military  authorities,  and 
in  order  to  conceal  and  screen  himself  and  his  coadjutors,  the  accused 
did  take  command  of  the  guard  in  charge  of  the  telegraphic  instruments, 
and  order  said  guard  to  shoot  the  operator  if  he  attempted  to  send  any 
messages.  This  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1863. 

Charge  6th. — Disobedience  of  orders. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  he,  Second  Lieut.  E.  J.  Burross,  of  Com- 
pany E,  Sixth  Regiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  having  been 
lawfully  commanded  by  his  superior  officer,  Major  Montgomery,  to  dis- 
perse his  company,  then  menacingly  drawn  up  before  the  headquarters 
of  said  major,  who  was  in  command  of  the  post  at  that  time,  did  disobey 
said  order,  and  refuse  utterly  so  to  disperse  his  men.  This  at  Bloom- 
field, Mo.,  on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  October,  1863. 

To  all  of  which  charges  and  specifications  the  accused  pleaded  u Not 
guilty.” 

Finding  of  the  Court. 

The  court  having  maturely  considered  the  evidence  adduced,  finds 
the  accused  as  follows : 

Of  the  specification , 1st  Charge,  “ Guilty.”  * 

Of  the  1st  Charge,  “ Guilty.” 

Of  the  specification , 2d  Charge,  u Guilty.” 

Of  the  2d  Charge,  “ Guilty.” 

Of  the  specification , 3d  Charge,  “ Guilty.” 

Of  the  3d  Charge,  “ Guilty.” 

Of  the  specification , 4th  Charge,  “ Guilty.” 

Of  the  4th  Charge,  “ Guilty.” 

Of  the  specification , 5th  Charge,  u Guilty,  except  words,  1 and  order 
said  guard  to  shoot  the  operator  if  he  attempted  to  send  any  messages.’” 

Of  the  5th  Charge,  u Guilty.” 

Of  the  specification , 6th  Charge,  u Not  guilty.” 

Of  the  6th  Charge,  “ Not  guilty.” 

Sentence. 

And  the  court  does,  therefore,  sentence  him,  the  said  Second  Lieut. 
E.  J.  Burross,  Company  E,  Sixth  Regiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volun- 
teers, u to  be  dismissed  the  service  of  the  United  States .” 

VI.  Finding  and  sentence  confirmed.  Lieut.  E.  J.  Burross,  of  Com 
pany  E,  Sixth  Regiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  ceases  to  be  an 
officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  from  this  date. 

VII.  4th.  Second  Lieut.  Luther  D.  Potter,  of  Company  L,  Sixth 
Regiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  on  the  following  charges  and 
specifications : 

Charge  1st.-— Mutiny. 

Specification . — In  this,  that  lie.  Second  Lieut.  Luther  D.  Potter,  of 
Company  L,  Sixth  Regiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  did  begin, 
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excite,  cause,  and  join  in  a mutiny  in  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
stationed  at  the  post  of  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  in  this  wise:  That  he  agreed 
with  other  officers  there  stationed  that  they  should  march  their  respect- 
ive commands  against  the  headquarters  of  Major  Montgomery,  of  the 
Sixth  Begiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  commanding  said  post, 
and  forcibly  seize  and  arrest  their  said  commander,  and  deprive  him  of 
his  command,  and,  in  pursuance  thereof,  he  did  march  his  company,  then 
being  in  command  thereof,  before  the  headquarters  of  said  Montgomery, 
and  did  forcibly  seize  and  arrest  him,  and  deprive  him  of  his  command, 
and  place  a guard  of  soldiers  over  him,  without  just  cause  or  excuse. 
This  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  October,  1863. 

Charge  2d. — Being  present  at  a mutiny,  and  not  using  his  utmost 
endeavors  to  suppress  the  same. 

/Specification. — In  this,  that  he,  Second  Lieut.  Luther  D.  Potter,  of 
Company  L,  Sixth  Begiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  was  present 
at  a mutiny  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  troops  of  the  United 
States  at  the  post  of  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  in  which  the  commanding  officer 
of  said  post,  Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery,  was  forcibly  seized,  unlawfully 
arrested,  placed  in  confinement,  and  deprived  of  his  command;  and  he, 
the  said  Potter,  did  not  use  his  utmost  endeavor  to  suppress  the  same, 
but  rather  encouraged  and  incited  it.  This  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  on  or 
about  the  21st  day  of  October,  1863. 

Charge  3d. — Coming  to  knowledge  of  an  intended  mutiny,  and  not 
giving  information  thereof,  without  delay,  to  his  commanding  officer. 

Specification . — In  this,  that  he,  Second  Lieut.  Luther  D.  Potter,  of 
Company  L,  Sixth  Begiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  an  intended  mutiny  by  the  officers  of  the  command 
and  troops  at  the  post  of  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  did  not,  without  delay,  give 
information  thereof  to  his  commanding  officer,  but  concealed  from  said 
officer  such  knowTedge.  This  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  on  or  about  the  21st 
day  of  October,  1863. 

Charge  4th. — Conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a gentleman. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  he,  Second  Lieut.  Luther  D.  Potter,  of 
Company  L,  Sixth  Begiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  did,  with- 
out orders,  cause,  provocation,  or  excuse,  aid  in  forcibly  arresting  and 
detaining  Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery,  of  the  Sixth  Begiment  Missouri 
Cavalry  Volunteers,  and  did,  without  order  or  authority,  place,  and 
assist  to  place,  a guard  over  the  said  major,  and  keep  and  detain  him  in 
durance  for  a considerable  time,  to  the  scandal  of  the  service.  This  at 
Bloomfield,  Mo.,  on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  October,  1863. 

Charge  5th. — Offering  violence  to  his  superior  officer,  being  in  the 
execution  of  his  office. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  he,  Second  Lieut.  Luther  D.  Potter,  of 
Company  L,  Sixth  Begiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  did  offer 
violence  to  his  superior  officer,  Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery,  Sixth  Begi- 
ment Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  then  commanding  the  post  of 
Bloomfield,  Mo.,  and  being  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  where  said 
Potter  was  stationed,  by  marching  his  company,  under  arms,  before  the 
headquarters  of  said  post,  and  orderiug  and  causing  4 men  of  said 
company  to  arrest,  forcibly  and  violently,  and  to  aid  in  forcibly  and 
violently  arresting,  said  Major  Montgomery,  without  just  cause,  provo- 
cation, or  excuse.  This  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  on  or  about  the  21st  day 
of  October,  1863. 
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Charge  Gth. — Disobedience  of  orders. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  he,  Second  Lient.  Luther  D.  Potter,  of 
Company  L,  Sixth  Eegiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  having  been 
lawfully  commanded  by  his  superior  officer,  Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery, 
of  the  Sixth  liegiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers,  commanding  the 
post  of  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  to  disperse  his  company,  which  he  had  unlaw- 
fully marched  up  before  the  headquarters  of  said  post,  did  disobey  said 
order,  and  did  not  disperse  his  company,  and  utterly  refused  to  do  so. 
This  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  October,  1863. 

To  all  of  which  charges  and  specifications  the  accused  pleaded  uNot 
guilty.” 

Finding  of  the  Court. 

The  court  having  maturely  considered  the  evidence  adduced,  finds 
the  accused  as  follows : 

Of  the  specification , 1st  Charge,  u Guilty.” 

Of  the  1st  Charge,  u Guilty.” 

Of  the  specification , 2d  Charge,  “ Guilty.” 

Of  the  2d  Charge,  “ Guilty.” 

Of  the  specification , 3d  Charge,  u Guilty.” 

Of  the  3d  Charge,  “ Guilty.” 

Of  the  specification , 4th  Charge,  “ Guilty.” 

Of  the  4th  Charge,  “ Not  guilty.” 

Of  the  specification , 5th  Charge,  u Guilty.” 

Of  the  5th  Charge,  “ Guilty.” 

Of  the  specification , 6th  Charge,  u Not  guilty.” 

Of  the  6th  Charge,  “ Not  guilty.” 

Sentence. 

And  the  court  does,  therefore,  sentence  him,  the  said  Second  Lieut. 
Luther  D.  Potter,  Company  L,  Sixth  Eegiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Vol- 
unteers, u to  be  dismissed  the  service  of  the  United  States .” 

VIII.  Finding  and  sentence  confirmed.  Second  Lieut.  Luther  D. 
Potter,  Company  L,  Sixth  Eegiment  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers, 
ceases  to  be  an  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  from  this 
date. 

*=####** 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield. 

OLIVEE  D.  GEEENE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Special  Orders,  | War  Department,  Adjt.  Gen.’s  Office, 

No.  564.  S Washington , December  21,  1863. 

% # # # * # * 

X.  By  direction  of  the  President,  Second  Lieut.  V.  B.  S.  Eeber,  Sec- 
ond Missouri  Artillery,  is  hereby  dishonorably  dismissed  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  with  loss  of  all  pay  and  allowances  now  due,  or 
that  may  become  due,  him,  for  mutiny,  disobedience  of  orders,  neglect 
of  duty,  and  desertion  while  under  arrest. 

* * # # # # * 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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To  tlie  President: 


Office  of  Judge-Advocate-Geneeal, 

April  15,  1864. 


Capt.  John  H.  Paynter,  of  Company  A ; Second  Lieut.  E.  J.  Burross, 
of  Company  E,  and  Second  Lieut.  Luther  D.  Potter,  of  Company  L,  of 
Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry,  were  found  guilty,  by  general  court-martial  con- 
vened at  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  the  9th  of  January,  1864,  of  mutiny ; of  being 
present  at  a mutiny,  and  not  using  their  utmost  endeavors  to  suppress 
the  same ; of  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  an  intended  mutiny,  and  not 
giving  information  thereof,  without  delay,  to  their  commanding  officer; 
of  offering  violence  to  their  superior  officer  in  the  execution  of  his  office ; 
of  conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  discipline,  and 
of  disobedience  of  orders. 

They  were  severally  sentenced  to  be  dismissed  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Prom  the  records  of  the  trials  of  these  officers,  it  appears  that  the 
Second  Battalion  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry,  to  which  they  were  attached, 
was,  on  the  22d  October,  1863,  stationed  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  under  the 
command  of  Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery,  who  commanded  the  post ; and 
that,  from  rumors  brought  in  from  the  adjacent  country  that  the  post 
was  surrounded  by  the  rebels  and  that  a body  of  rebel  troops,  500 
strong,  was  advancing  on  the  post  to  attack  it,  the  commissioned  offi- 
cers of  the  battalion  appear  to  have  been  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
the  command  was  in  great  danger  of  betrayal  and  surrender  to  the  en- 
emy by  Major  Montgomery ; and  on  the  evening  of  21st  October,  1863, 
held  a meeting  for  consultation  with  each  other,  at  which  they  unani- 
mously determined  to  place  the  major  in  arrest,  and  to  report  the  state 
of  facts  to  headquarters  as  speedily  as  possible. 

On  the  next  morning  (22d  October),  Major  Montgomery  received  no- 
tice from  Capt.  W.  H.  Crockett,  of  Company  D,  that  he  was  under  arrest, 
and,  on  going  to  the  door  of  his  quarters,  found  the  troops  drawn  up 
in  line.  A guard  of  4 men  from  each  company  was  detailed  and  posted 
by  Captain  Paynter,  with  instructions  to  prevent  the  major  from  pass- 
ing out  from  his  quarters.  A guard,  too,  was  placed  in  the  telegraph 
room  of  the  headquarters,  with  orders  to  prevent  the  operator  from  send- 
ing any  message  without  orders  from  Captain  Crockett.  While  these 
circumstances  were  occurring,  Major  Montgomery  was  in  conversation 
with  Captain  Crockett,  in  the  course  of  which  he  said,  i(  Captain,  there  is 
no  use  of  this  thing.  If  you  will  disperse  your  men,  I will  give  you  time 
about  on  the  telegraph  to  inform  Colonel  Rogers  of  this  matter,  and 
await  his  orders.”  Colonel  Rogers  was  then  at  Cape  Girardeau,  and  in 
communication  by  telegraph.  On  reiterating  this  assurance,  the  major 
wTas  told  by  Captain  Crockett  that  it  was  satisfactory,  and  the  troops 
were  immediately  dispersed  to  their  quarters.  It  does  not  appear  that 
any  act  of  violence  was  committed  or  threatened,  nor  that  Major  Mont- 
gomery was  really  subjected  to  personal  restraint,  for  at  the  moment 
when  arrangements  were  made  for  such  restraint  the  whole  difficulty 
was  accommodated,  and  the  guard  discharged. 

The  circumstances  set  forth  in  the  testimony  as  tending  to  palliate 
the  very  grave  offense  of  which  these  officers  were  found  guilty  are 
these : 

1st.  His  allowing,  indiscriminately,  rebel  deserters,  large  numbers  of 
whom  came  into  the  post  from  day  to  day,  to  return  to  their  homes, 
without  requiring  them  to  take  any  oath  or  give  any  bond  for  their 
future  loyalty,  saying,  when  remarks  were  made  to  him  on  the  subject, 
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that  lie  was  trying  an  experiment  on  his  own  account,  and  acknowledg- 
ing that  he  had  no  authority  or  directions  to  do  so. 

2d.  His  habit  of  associating  constantly  while  at  Bloomfield  with  the 
most  dangerous  and  notorious  rebels,  some  of  whom  were  known  to 
have  acted  as  spies;  this  after  he  bad  been  specially  warned  against 
them  by  men  of  character  and  established  loyalty. 

3d.  His  habit  of  cursing  and  abusing  many  of  the  highest  military 
and  civil  officers  of  the  Government,  including  the  President  and  Gov- 
ernor Gamble,  in  the  most  profane  and  bitter  terms,  in  the  presence  of 
such  associates  as  have  been  described,  whilst  he  kept  himself  isolated 
from  the  officers  of  his  command,  thus,  and  by  other  acts,  denouncing 
and  depreciating  them,  as  they  thought,  to  propitiate  rebel  influence  for 
some  ulterior  purpose. 

4th.  That  in  the  sale  of  contraband  goods  he  favored  a notorious  se 
cessionist,  who  at  a time  “ sported  a secession  badge  in  his  hat.” 

5th.  That  he  married  one  of  the  two  most  notorious  rebel  women  in 
the  country,  who  had  carried  dispatches  and  written  ballads  for  the  rebel 
army,  and  of  whom  it  was  so  currently  reported  that  Major  Montgomery 
must  have  known  it,  that  she  boasted,  at  a time  when  the  enemy  was 
supposed  to  be  marching  on  the  post,  that  she  ruled  it,  and  that  al- 
though the  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry  were  holding  the  place  now,  her 
Southern  friends  soon  would  hold  it.  That  knowing,  as  he  must,  of  these 
rumors,  he  neither  said  nor  did  anything  to  remove  the  impression  made 
by  them  on  the  minds  of  soldiers  and  citizens. 

It  is  perfectly  clear  from  the  testimony  produced  before  the  several 
courts-martial  in  this  case  that  when  these  officers  and  others  stationed 
at  Bloomfield  met  for  conference  on  the  evening  of  October  21,  each  one 
of  them  was  fully  of  the  opinion  that  Major  Montgomery  was  acting  in 
the  interest  of  the  rebels,  and  would  betray  and  surrender  the  post  to 
them  if  the  attack  then  supposed  to  be  impending  should  be  made. 

The  proceedings  of  that  meeting,  a copy  of  which  is  appended  to  each 
record,  exhibit  the  depth  of  feeling  and  sense  of  responsibility  under 
which  these  officers  acted  in  the  procedure  which  led  to  their  dismissal. 
They  well  knew  that  it  was  perilous  to  themselves ; but,  after  grave 
consultation,  concluded  it  to  be  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  post  they 
were  as  much  bound  to  defend  against  treachery  and  treason  from  within 
as  against  open  rebellion  from  without.  There  is  no  evidence  whatever 
that  either  of  them  was  actuated  by  a mutinous,  insubordinate  spirit, 
or  by  any  unworthy  motive.  Neither  is  it  shown  that  their  apprehen- 
sions of  treachery  were  well  founded,  but  the  suspicious  circumstances 
set  forth  in  the  testimony  recited  were  well  calculated  in  the  dangerous 
and  excited  condition  of  affairs  then  prevailing  in  the  country  surround- 
ing the  post  to  produce  such. 

All  the  charges  and  specifications  against  these  officers  were  founded 
on  their  procedure  above  described.  Their  general  character  and  con- 
duct is  shown  to  have  been  good.  It  was  testified  of  Captain  Paynter, 
“that  he  was  the  most  prompt  officer  in  the  battalion,  gentlemanly,  and 
obedient  to  orders;”  of  Lieutenant  Potter,  that  “his  conduct  was  un- 
exceptionably  good ;”  “paid  strict  attention  to  his  duties,  and  was  never 
away  from  his  post ; ” and  of  Lieutenant  Burross,  “that  his  conduct  was 
unexceptionably  good.” 

The  Hon.  S.  H.  Boyd,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  has  presented 
to  the  President  a petition  from  35  members  of  the  Legislature  of  Mis- 
souri, praying  the  restoration  of  these  officers  to  their  former  rank  and 
command  in  the  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry.  These  petitioners  declare 
their  disbelief  that  they  were  guilty  of  willful  mutiny,  or  could  possibly 
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be,  as  they  are  true  patriots,  who  have  from  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion 
devoted  themselves  to  the  cause  of  their  country  ; that  when,  in  the 
spring  of  1861,  efforts  were  made  by  the  rebels  to  force  the  State  out  of 
the  Union,  and  the  Home  Guard  sprang*  to  arms,  these  officers  were  their 
leaders,  and  “that  many  a sanguinary  field  has  since  attested  their 
patriotism  and  valor;”  among  them  Lebanon,  Wilson’s  Creek,  Sugar 
Creek,  Pea  Kidge,  and  Prairie  Grove. 

The  petitioners  further  declare  that  the  term  of  service  of  the  regi- 
ment to  which  these  officers  were  attached  expires  on  the  4th  of  July 
next,  and  that  the  men  will  not  re-enlist  as  veterans  unless  with  their 
influence. 

The  Hon.  Messrs.  Boyd,  McClurg,  and  Scott  concur  in  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners.  Mr.  Boyd,  in  presenting  the  petition,  takes  occasion  to 
state  that  he  knows  these  officers  personally;  that  “they  served  under 
Lyon  at  Wilson’s  Creek,  and  are  as  good  men  as  ever  breathed.” 

It  is  recommended  that  the  disability  under  which  these  officers  labor, 
in  consequence  of  their  several  sentences,  be  removed. 

J.  HOLT, 

J udge- Advocate-  General. 


War  Department,  Adjutant-General’s  Office 

May  17,  1864. 

The  Governor  of  Missouri  : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  by  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  the  disability  resting  upon  J.  H.  Paynter, 
fc.  J.  Burross,  and  Luther  D.  Potter,*  formerly  captain  and  second  lieu- 
tenants, respectively,  in  the  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry,  by  reason  of  their 
dismissal  from  service  under  sentence  of  general  court-martial,  is  hereby 
removed,  and  they  may  be  recommissioned  if  Your  Excellency  so  desires. 
I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

THOMAS  M.  VINCENT, 

, Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


OCTOBER  25,  1863. — Action  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 

REPORTS.! 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Frederick  Steele,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of  Arkansas,  with 
congratulatory  order. 

No.  2. — Col.  Powell  Clayton,  Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry,  commanding  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 
No.  3.— Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  N.  Pace,  First  Indiana  Cavalry. 

No.  4. — Maj.  Thomas  W.  Scudder,  Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

No.  5. — Lieut.  Milton  F.  Clark,  Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

No.  6. — Lieut.  Col.  Henry  C.  Caldwell,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  of  the  pursuit  of  Mar- 
maduke. 

No.  7. — Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Marmaduke,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  expedition. 

No.  8. — Col.  Colton  Greene,  Third  Missouri  Cavalry  (Confederate),  commanding  Mar- 
maduke’s  brigade. 

* The  President’s  indorsement  removed  the  disability  in  case  of  Capt.  William  H. 
Crockett  also.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  of  these  officers  re-entered  the  service, 
t See  General  Schofield’s  report,  p.  12. 
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No.  9.— Col.  Robert  R.  Lawtlier,  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry  (Confederate),  commanding 
brigade. 

No.  10. — Col.  G.  W.  Tliojnpson,  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry  (Confederate),  commanding 
Shelby’s  brigade. 

No.  11. — Col.  J.  C.  Monroe,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  commanding  Cabell’s  brigade. 
No.  12. — Col.  Robert  C.  Newton,  Fifth  Arkansas  Cavalry,  commanding  division. 

No.  13. — Maj.  John  P.  Bull,  Fifth  Arkansas  Cavalry,  commanding  Newton’s  brigade. 
No.  14. — Capt.  W.  B.  Denson,  commanding  squadron. 

No.  15. — Maj.  B.  D.  Chenoweth,  Twenty-first  Texas  Cavalry,  commanding  Texas  Cav- 
alry Brigade. 

No.  16. — Maj.  R.  C.  Wood,  Missouri  Cavalry  Battalion  (Confederate). 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Frederick  Steele , TJ.  S.  Army , commanding  Army  of 
Arkansas,  with  congratulatory  orders.* 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  November  3,  1863. 
Major:  I have  tlie  honor  to  inclose  Colonel  Clayton’s  report  of  his 
gallant  defense  of  Pine  Bluff.  Also  Lieutenant-Colonel  Caldwell’s  re- 
port of  his  pursuit  of  Marmaduke.  Caldwell  captured  more  property 
than  fell  into  the  possession  of  Marmaduke  during  his  raid. 

Very  respectfully,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED’K  STEELE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Oliver  D.  Greene, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Army  of  Arkansas, 

No.  41.  j Little  Rock,  Ark.,  November  7,  1863. 

It  is  fit  that  the  conduct  of  troops  on  the  battle-field,  especially  gal- 
lant and  heroic,  should  be  publicly  approbated  by  the  commanding 
officer,  and  officially  published,  for  the  emulation  of  the  whole  army. 
Therefore,  the  major-general  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Arkansas 
publishes  to  his  command  these  facts  : On  the  25th  day  of  October  last 
the  cavalry  brigade  consisting  of  the  Fifth  Kansas  and  First  Indiana 
Cavalry,  commanded  by  Col.  Powell  Clayton,  and  numbering  less  than 
600  men,  was  attacked  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  by  an  army  of  rebels,  2,500 
in  number,  with  twelve  pieces  of  artillery.  IJnawed  by  the  overwhelming 
force,  they  fought  them  for  five  hours,  and  drove  them,  discomfited  and 
with  heavy  loss,  from  the  field.  Retreat  or  surrender  were  words  un- 
known to  these  brave  men,  and  their  determined  heroism  has  inflicted 
a blow  upon  the  rebel  army  not  soon  to  be  forgotten.  The  major-gen- 
eral commanding  hereby  tenders  to  Col.  Powell  Clayton  and  his  brave 
command  his  sincere  and  earnest  thanks  for  their  gallant  conduct  in 
the  defense  of  Pine  Bluff,  and  they  can  rest  well  assured  that  their 
gallantry  deserves,  and  will  receive,  the  applause  of  their  Government 
and  the  loyal  people,  the  highest  ambition  of  the  true  soldier. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  Frederick  Steele: 

[F.  H.  MANTER,] 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


*See  also  Steele  to  Schofield,  October  28,  1863,  in  “ Correspondence,  etc.,”  Part  II, 
p.  682. 
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Report  of  Col.  Powell  Clayton,  Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry , commanding  at  Pine 

Bluff,  Ark. 

Headquarters  Post, 

Pine  Bluff,  October  27, 1863. 

General  : I respectfully  submit  to  you  tlie  following  report  of  the 
battle  fought  at  this  place  October  25,  between  General  Marmaduke’s 
forces  and  the  garrison  of  this  post : 

About  8 o’clock  in  the  morning  I sent  Lieutenant  [M.  F.]  Clark,  Fifth 
Kansas  Cavalry,  with  one  company,  out  in  the  direction  of  Princeton. 
He  did  not  go  far  before  he  met  the  enemy  advancing  in  force.  The 
enemy’s  skirmishers  fired  on  him  at  once,  but  soon  after,  an  armed  party, 
bearing  a flag  of  truce,  came  forward,  and  the  officer  in  command  of 
this  party  insisted  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  pass  in  immediately. 
Lieutenant  Clark  told  him  it  was  no  way  to  first  fire  on  him,  then  insist 
on  going  in  with  a flag  of  truce  ; but  he  would  give  him  half  an  hour  for 
him  (Clark)  to  send  in  to  headquarters  and  get  an  answer.  He  rejected 
the  proposition,  and  said  he  had  dispatches  from  General  Marmaduke 
to  the  commanding  officer,  he  supposed,  demanding  a surrender  of  the 
place.  The  lieutenant  replied,  Colonel  Clayton  never  surrenders,  but 
is  always  anxious  for  you  to  come  and  take  him,  and  you  must  get  back 
to  your  command  immediately,  or  I will  order  my  men  to  fire  on  you.” 
He  fell  back,  and  they  commenced  skirmishing  again.  Meantime  the 
whole  command  was  ordered  out,  and  skirmishers  sent  in  every  direc- 
tion ; also  300  negroes  set  to  work  rolling  cotton-bales  out  of  the  ware- 
houses. In  less  than  half  an  hour  I had  all  the  streets  leading  into 
court  square  completely  and  very  formidably  fortified  with  cotton-bales, 
and  my  artillery — six  mountain  howitzers  and  three  small  steel-rifled 
guns — planted  so  as  to  command  every  street  leading  into  the  square ; 
my  sharpshooters  posted  in  all  of  the  houses  and  other  buildings  on  the 
square,  so  that  the  enemy  could  in  no  way  approach  the  works  only 
through  the  open  spaces.  I then  had  about  200  negroes  commence  car- 
rying water  from  the  river  up  to  the  square,  and  fill  all  the  barrels  they 
could  find,  so  that,  if  necessary,  I could  hold  out  two  days,  even  though 
cut  off  from  the  river.  The  enemy  succeeded  in  driving  in  my  skirmish- 
ers about  9 o’clock,  and  approached  the  works  in  three  columns,  as  fol- 
lows : On  my  right,  center,  and  left,  the  main  one  being  in  the  center, 
and  opened  on  me  with  their  artillery,  twelve  pieces,  a part  of  which 
were  12-pounder  rifle  guns,  throwing  both  the  Hotchkiss  and  the  James 
projectiles.  The  firing  from  both  sides,  from  the  artillery  and  sharp- 
shooters, continued  with  great  rapidity  until  2 o’clock.  Between  12 
m.  and  1 p.  m.,  the  enemy  set  fire  to  the  buildings  on  my  right,  expect- 
ing thereby  to  rout  me;  but  I put  some  200  negroes  to  carrying  water 
and  throwing  it  on  the  buildings  immediately  joining  the  square,  and 
thus  prevented  the  fire  from  doing  me  any  damage.  The  enemy,  seeing 
that  he  failed  in  his  efforts  to  drive  me  by  fire,  as  well  as  by  force, 
planted  another  battery  on  my  center,  and  kept  up  a heavy  cannonad- 
ing fora  short  time,  then  retreated  (about  2 p.  m.),  leaving  a great  por- 
tion of  his  wounded  and  dead  on  the  field.  I followed  him  for  about  1 
mile,  then  returned  and  stationed  my  pickets  as  usual.  My  loss  was  11 
killed,  27  wounded,  and  1 missing.  There  were  also  5 negroes  killed 
and  12  wounded.  The  enemy’s  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  as  far  as 
ascertained,  is  about  130,  and  will  probably  reach  150.  I have  also  3 
lieutenants  and  30  men  prisoners,  15  of  whom  are  wounded.  The  build- 
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ings  that  were  burned  by  the  enemy  were  occupied  by  the  Fifth  Kansas 
Cavalry  as  quarters  5. consequently  their  camp  and  garrison  equipage 
and  their  books  and  papers  were  all  burned.  The  train  was  also  cor- 
ralled in  sheds  in  rear  of  the  buildings  that  were  burned.  When  the 
lire  was  raging,  the  mules  were  cut  loose  to  keep  them  from  burning, 
and  62  of  them  are  missing.  The  enemy  also  burned  one  warehouse, 
containing  over  200  bales  of  cotton.  In  setting  lire  to  these  buildings, 
General  Marmaduke  committed  the  gross  and  barbarous  deed  of  burn- 
ing some  of  his  own  wounded.  Several  of  his  own  men,  who  were 
wounded,  were  burned  to  death,  and  almost  entirely  consumed  by  the 
flames  that  he  kindled.  The  court-house,  General  James’,  General  Yell’s, 
and  John  Bloom’s  houses  were  all  nearly  destroyed  by  the  enemy’s  ar- 
tillery. There  is  scarcely  a house  in  town  that  does  not  show  the  effects 
of  the  battle.  The  enemy  plundered  every  house  he  could  get  to,  and 
stole  every  horse  and  mule  from  the  citizens  that  he  could  lay  his  hands 
on.  The  prisoners  that  I captured  reported  General  Marmaduke’s  force 
from  2,000  to  3,000  men,  and  twelve  pieces  of  artillery.  I think  he  had 
some  2,500  men  and  twelve  pieces  of  artillery. 

My  force  consisted  of  the  Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Maj. 
Thomas  W.  Scudder,  and  the  First  Indiana  Cavalry,  commanded  by 
Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  K.  Pace,  and  one  company  of  State  militia,  com- 
manded by  Captain  [R.]  Murphy,  amounting  in  all  to  some  550  men. 
Captain  Murphy’s  company  behaved  like  veterans.  The  officers  and 
men  both  of  the  Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry  and  of  the  First  Indiana  Cavalry 
behaved  most  admirably.  The  fact  that  so  small  a force  kept  four  times 
their  number  at  bay  for  five  hours,  and  finally  drove  them  from  the 
field,  bespeaks  for  the  whole  command  greater  efficiency  and  gallantry 
than  words  can  do.  Every  officer  and  soldier  in  the  whole  command 
seemed  determined  to  fight  them  as  long  as  there  was  a round  of  am- 
munition left.  The  negroes  also  did  me  excellent  service  (see  Captain 
Talbot’s  report,  which  I fully  indorse),  and  deserve  much  therefor. 

I am,  general,  very  respecttullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

POWELL  CLAYTOK, 

Colonel , Commanding. 


Major-General  Steele, 

Commanding  Army  of  Arkansas. 


[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Freedmen, 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark .,  October  27,  1863. 

Colonel  Clayton, 

Commanding  Post  of  Pine  Bluff: 

Sir  : The  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  negroes  under 
my  charge  in  the  action  of  the  25th  instant  at  this  post  is  respectfully 
submitted: 

When  the  skirmishing  first  commenced,  I received  orders  from  you 
to  furnish  as  many  men  as  possible  to  roll  out  cotton-bales  and  form 
breastworks.  I had  300  immediately  brought  from  camp,  on  ‘double- 
quick,  and  from  the  short  space  of  time  in  which  every  street  and 
opening  was  blockaded  you  may  judge  of  their  efficiency  in  that  re- 
spect, especially  when  you  consider  that  much  of  the  work  was  accom- 
plished under  a heavy  fire  from  the  enemy’s  skirmishers. 

By  the  time  the  breastworks  were  completed  the  fight  had  become 
general,  and  calls  for  water  were  urgent  to  supply  the  soldiers  and 
quench  the  fire  that  had  caught  to  the  cotton-bales  from  our  artillery. 
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I immediately  pressed  every  water-holding  vessel  within  reach,  and 
formed  a chain  of  negroes  with  buckets  from  the  top  of  the  bank  to  the 
water’s  edge.  At  this  time  a galling  fire  that  opened  on  them  from  the 
enemy  killed  1,  wounded  3,  and  for  a moment?  threw  them  all  into 
confusion,  but  they  were  soon  rallied,  and  resumed  their  work  with  the 
most  astonishing  rapidity.  About  this  time  the  danger  was  imminent 
of  the  enemy  making  a charge  down  the  river  under  cover  of  the  bank. 
Agreeably  to  your  orders,  a breastwork  was  immediately  formed  under 
the  bank,  and  while  engaged  at  this  work  another  was  wounded.  Fif- 
teen of  them  had  arms,  and  were  ordered  to  hold  the  point  along  the 
river,  which  they  did  throughout  the  action,  some  of  them  firing  as 
many  as  30  rounds,  and  one  actually  ventured  out  and  captured  a pris- 
oner. None  of  them  had  ever  before  seen  a battle,  and  the  facility  with 
which  they  labored  and  the  manly  efforts  put  forth  to  aid  in  holding  the 
place  excelled  my  highest  expectations,  and  deserves  the  applause  of 
their  country  and  the  gratitude  of  the  soldiers.  Their  total  loss  is  5 
killed  and  12  wounded.  All  their  clothing  left  in  camp  was  burned, 
their  cooking  utensils  carried  off,  and  near  100  tents  were  either  car- 
ried off  or  destroyed ; also  2 negroes  and  8 mules,  belonging  to  the  con- 
traband camp  taken. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  TALBOT, 
Captain  and  Superintendent  of  Contrabands . 


Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces  engaged  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  October  25,  1863. 
[Compiled  from  nominal  list  of  casualties,  returns,  &e.] 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured 
or  missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

| Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

1st  India, na,  Cavalry _ _ 

3 

8 

9 

17 

1 

12 

1 

i 

1 

5th  Kansas  Cavalry .• 

1 

Murphy’s  company  Missouri  State  Militia 

Freedman 

5 

Total 

16 

39 

1 

P 

No.  3. 

Report  of  Lieut  Col.  Thomas  Jff.  Pace , First  Indiana  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  First  Indiana  Cavalry, 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  October  27,  1863. 

Sir  : I would  respectfully  tender  the  following  report  of  the  part  en- 
acted by  the  First  Kegiment  Indiana  Cavalry  in  the  engagement  at  this 
place  on  the  25th  instant : 

It  was  about  9 o’clock  in  the  morning,  whilst  the  regiment  was  under- 
going inspection  of  arms,  that  a courier  from  the  pickets  gave  the  first 
intimation  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  u Boots  and  saddles  ” was 
sounded  without  delay,  and  the  horses  wrere  corralled  inside  the  court- 
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house  lot.  The  regiment  was  then  assembled  in  front  of  regimental 
headquarters.  Shortly  afterward,  in  compliance  with  orders  received, 
I sent  out  Companies  A and  H,  mounted,  under  Major  [M.]  McCauley,  to 
feel  the  enemy  and  notice  his  movement,  and  two  companies  (D  and  Fj  in 
and  on  top  of  the  court-house,  as  sharpshooters,  and  two  companies  (B 
and  G),  as  skirmishers  from  the  front,  with  orders,  if  pressed,  to  fall  back 
and  occupy  the  houses  in  front,  and  to  hold  them  at  all  hazards.  The 
detachment  sent  out  under  Major  McCauley  were  subject  to  the  same 
orders,  but  to  occupy  and  hold  the  houses  on  the  right.  In  the  mean 
time,  through  the  timely  assistance  of  about  100  contrabands,  excellent 
barricades  of  cotton  were  made  across  the  streets  leading  from  court 
square.  I ordered  the  light  battery  of  English  steel  rifle  cannon  into 
position  behind  these  works.  During  this  time  the  enemy  slowly  ad- 
vanced. Our  skirmishers  were  driven  from  place  to  place,  until  they 
were  compelled  to  seek  shelter  in  the  houses.  We  were  besieged  on  all 
sides.  Their  batteries  opened  fire  on  the  court-house,  compelling  our 
men  to  vacate  on  the  double-quick.  After  which,  Companies  D and  F 
were  held  in  reserve,  to  be  brought  forward  should  the  enemy  charge 
the  works.  The  companies  were  soon  needed.  The  enemy’s  repeated 
assaults  were  of  no  avail.  We  drove  them  back  on  all  sides.  The  en- 
emy next  set  fire  to  the  buildings  on  the  right,  determined  to  do  with 
fire  what  they  could  not  accomplish  by  force ; but  our  men  arrested  the 
flames  before  any  material  damage  was  done;  and  the  enemy,  finding 
that  they  were  foiled  in  this  also,  retired  for  a time,  but  soon  reopened 
a battery  of  large  guns,  which  was  planted  in  a very  strong  position  in 
rear  and  to  the  right  of  the  Methodist  church,  immedia  tely  in  our  front. 
I moved  the  battery  forward  to  the  left  of  General  Yell’s  residence,  and 
opened  on  them,  and,  after  a hot  contest  of  more  than  an  hour  in  dura- 
tion, succeeded  in  silencing  them. 

The  regiment  was  engaged  fully  six  hours,  sustaining  a loss  of  3 
killed  and  9 wounded.  We  captured  12  prisoners  during  the  day. 

It  would  be  to  the  disparagement  of  others  who  did  their  whole  duty 
to  mention  any  officer  or  enlisted  man  for  meritorious  conduct.  I am 
gratified  to  say  that  one  and  all  went  into  the  work  with  a will,  and 
nobly  did  their  duty.  Lieutenant  [S.]  Leflar  deserves  mention  for  his 
indefatigable  efforts  in  the  performance  of  the  arduous  duties  imposed 
on  him  in  the  command  of  the  battery  of  light  artillery.  So  also  Majors 
[J.  D.]  Owen  and  McCauley  for  their  assistance  in  the  many  duties  of 
the  day. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  N.  PACE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel , Commanding  First  Indiana  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  M.  W.  Benjamin, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Maj.  Thomas  IF.  Scudder , Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry, 

Fine  Bluff ’ Ark .,  October  26,  1863. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  an  outline  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry  in  the  engagement  at  this  place 
on  the  25th  instant : 

As  soon  as  informed  of  the  rebel  approach,  the  men  formed  (dis- 
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mounted)  in  front  of  their  quarters,  by  instructions  received  from  you, 
colonel.  I then  ordered  one-half  of  each  squadron  detailed  to  saddle 
their  squadron  horses  and  secure  them  within  the  court-house  square. 
Company  I,  being  on  picket,  was  first  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Com- 
panies B and  D were  moved  out  near  our  picket  line,  on  the  outskirts 
of  town,  and  commenced  skirmishing.  They  all  fell  back  slowly  until 
they  reached  our  line  of  defense,  on  the  square,  then  dismounted,  and 
were  assigned  positions  behind  hastily  constructed  barricades  of  cotton- 
bales,  fis  follows:  Companies  A and  I at  the  northwest  angle  of  the 
square,  supporting  section  of  Fifth  Kansas  Battery  ; Company  K,  south- 
west angle,  supporting  First  Indiana  Battery  ; Companies  C and  F,  the 
battery  directly  south  of  the  court-house,  Companies  B,  D,  and  E on 
their  left,  by  General  YelFs  house ; Company  H at  the  southeast  angle, 
with  two  pieces  of  the  Fifth  Kansas  Battery,  and  Company  G,  with  one 
gun  (same  battery),  at  the  northeast  angle.  All  kept  skirmishers  as  far 
in  advance  as  practicable.  Of  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men 
during  the  day  I can  truly  and  proudly  say  they  did  their  duty  well. 
Stimulated  by  brave  words  from  you,  colonel,  as  you  passed  among  us 
from  time  to  time,  they  rent  the  air  with  cheers  that  inspired  the  whole 
line  with  courage  and  the  resolve  to  conquer.  Commencing  at  8 a.  m., 
the  battle  raged  (with  occasional  intervals,  when  firing  would  almost 
cease)  about  seven  hours,  when  the  rebels  commenced  retreating.  By 
your  order,  Companies  A,  F,  E,  and  part  of  G mounted  and  started  in 
pursuit,  overtaking  their  rear  in  the  outskirts  of  town.  After  some 
skirmishing,  the  enemy  moved  rapidly  off,  and  our  forces  returned. 

Thus  ended  the  part  taken  by  the  Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry  in  the  battle 
of  Pine  Bluff.  During  the  height  of  the  engagement  the  enemy  fired  the 
quarters  and  stable  of  my  regiment,  and  nearly  every  article  of  public 
and  private  property,  together  with  most  of  the  company  officers’  records 
and  papers,  were  destroyed.  Accompanying  this  report  is  a statement  * 
of  regimental  quartermaster  of  amount  of  public  property  belonging  to 
his  department  lost  and  destroyed  by  the  burning  of  the  stables.  The 
fire  made  such  rapid  progress  the  mules  were  turned  loose  to  save  them, 
and  many  of  them  were  captured  by  the  enemy  or  lost. 

I am,  colonel,  yours  most  obediently, 

T.  W.  SCTJDDER, 

Major , Commanding  Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry . 

Col.  Powell  Clayton, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade. 


Ko.  5. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Milton  F.  Clark , Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  October  27, 1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  herewith  of  transmitting  to  you  a list  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  on  the  25th  instant. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  is  as  follows  : Two  captains  killed  (one  of  whom, 
Captain  Proctor,  was  buried);  2 lieutenants  wounded  (prisoners);  19 
enlisted  men  killed  (buried  by  us) ; 3,  rank  not  known,  killed  (buried 
by  themselves),  and  15  enlisted  men  wounded. 

I have  also  to  state  that,  from  all  the  information  I can  gather  (from 
strictly  reliable  sources),  I am  led  to  believe  the  enemy  carried  off  a 
great  portion  of  their  killed  and  wounded  ; in  fact,  1 have  found  3 men 
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buried  by  themselves,  and  hear  of  others  at  some  distance  from  our  lines  i 
which  I did  not  visit. 

Our  own  loss  in  the  engagement  is  as  follows  : Six  enlisted  men  killed;  ; 
6 enlisted  men  have  since  died  of  wounds,  and  18  enlisted  men  wounded. 

The  above  comprises  the  entire  loss  of  this  brigade,  9 of  whom  are  of 
the  Fifth  Kansas,  killed,  and  3 of  the  First  Indiana  Cavalry.  The  loss 
of  the  enemy  has  necessarily  been  much  heavier  than  our  own,  from  the 
fact  that  we  were  protected,  while  they  were  exposed  to  the  fire  of  our 
sharpshooters  all  the  time ; and  iu  this  connection  I will  mention  that, 
among  all  the  killed  and  wounded  1 found  but  3 men  who  had  been  hit 
with  cannon  shot;  the  rest  were  rifle  balls. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  F.  CLARK, 

Lieut.  Fifth  Kansas  Cavalry , and  Svpt.  of  Burial  Party. 

Col.  Powell  Clayton, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade. 


Ko.  6. 

Beport  of  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  C.  Caldwell , Third  Iowa  Cavalry , of  the 

pursuit  of  Marmaduke.  • 

Headquarters  Reserve  Brigade, 

Benton , Ark .,  October  31,  1863. 

Lieutenant  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  brief  report 
of  the  cavalry  expedition  in  pursuit  of  Marmaduke  : 

At  7 a.  m.  on  the  26th  instant,  I received  an  order  from  Major-General 
Steele,  stating  that  “Colonel  Clayton  was  attacked  at  Pine  Bluff,”  and 
directing  me  to  “ march  in  the  direction  of  Pine  Bluff  with  all  the  avail- 
able cavalry  at  this  post  immediately.”  At  9 a.  m.  of  the  same  day,  I left 
Benton,  with  500  cavalry  and  one  section  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Bat- 
tery, and  marched  in  the  direction  of  Pine  Bluff.  About  12  o’clock  at 
night  of  the  same  day,  and  when  12  miles  from  Pine  Bluff,  I came  upon 
the  camp  of  part  of  [J.  M.]  Glover’s  brigade,  which  had  left  Little  Rock, 
and  there  learned  that  Colonel  Clayton  had  repulsed  the  enemy,  and  stood 
in  no  need  of  re- enforcements.  My  stock  being  very  tired,  I halted  till 
morning,  when  I proceeded  to  Pine  Bluff,  and  reported  to  Colonel  Clay- 
ton. Colonel  Clayton  had  just  received  an  order  from  Major-General 
Steele  to  assume  command  of  the  forces  ordered  to  his  assistance  from 
Benton,  Little  Rock,  and  Brownsville,  and,  with  them  and  all  the  avail- 
able force  at  Pine  Bluff,  pursue  the  enemy.  The  order  further  states 
that  General  [S.  A.]  Rice  had  been  ordered  to  Benton  with  a brigade  of 
infantry,  and  would  be  ordered  to  go  on  to  Arkadelphia,  and  that  when 
he  (Colonel  Clayton)  joined  General  Rice,  or  came  within  communi- 
cating distance,  he  would  act  under  orders  from  General  Rice.  Colonel 
Clayton  being  sick  and  unable  to  go,  turned  this  order  over  to  me,  as 
the  ranking  oflicer  present,  and  directed  me  to  take  charge  of  the  ex- 
pedition. The  horses  attached  to  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Battery  were 
completely  broken  down,  in  consequence  of  which  the  section  of  that 
battery  taken  by  me  from  Benton,  as  also  the  section  taken  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Caldwell,  of  the  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  from  Little  Rock, 
were  left  at  Pine  Bluff,  and  Colonel  Clayton’s  howitzers  taken  in  lieu 
of  them.  Owing  to  the  non-arrival  of  the  forces  from  Brownsville, 
I did  not  leave  Pine  Bluff  till  5 p.  m.  on  the  27th  instant;  marched 
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that  night  to  Saline  River,  a distance  of  30  miles ; halted  at  4 o’clock  in 
the  morning,  fed  my  stock,  and  moved  on  to  Tulip,  arriving  there  at 
3 p.  m. ; drove  out  the  rebel  pickets  and  captured  one  lieutenant. 
Halted  to  feed ; got  reliable  information  in  the  evening  that  Marina- 
duke  was  at  Princeton  on  the  morning  of  that  day  with  all  his  cavalry, 
but  no  train,  having  sent  that  forward  on  the  Camden  road  the  day 
previous.  Up  to  the  time  I got  to  Tulip  all  information  was  to  the 
effect  that  Marmaduke  was  not  at  Princeton,  but  moving  on  toward 
Camden,  the  march  of  his  train,  captured  stock,  and  negroes  having 
been  mistaken  for  the  march  of  his  whole  column.  As  soou  as  I learned 
the  enemy  was  at  Princeton,  I determined  to  attack  him  the  next  morn- 
ing, for  which  purpose  I moved  early ; but  on  arriving  at  Princeton,  I 
learned  he  had  left  in  haste  the  day  previous,  immediately  after  his 
pickets  reported  my  arrival  at  Tulip,  and  that  he  went  12  miles  out  on 
the  Camden  road  that  night.  Having  no  train  to  encumber  him,  I was 
satisfied  farther  pursuit  would  be  fruitless  of  any  satisfactory  result, 
and  at  Princeton  I took  the  road  to  Arkadelphia,  at  which  point  I ar- 
rived at  2 o’clock  in  the  mornin  g of  the  29th  instant.  I succeeded  in  com- 
pletely surrounding  the  town  before  my  presence  was  known  to  a single 
inhabitant.  Our  coming  was  not  known  anywhere  on  the  road  between 
Princeton  and  Arkadelphia,  and  we  captured  a good  many  horses  and 
mules  on  the  road,  and  at  Arkadelphia  I captured  2 lieutenants,  some 
$1,370  in  Confederate  money,  belonging  to  the  Confederate  Government, 
being  proceeds  of  sale  of  Government  salt;  3 six-mule  teams,  belonging 
to  the  Confederate  Government ; a large  mail,  and  8 or  10  Confederate 
soldiers.  Hot  finding  General  Rice  there,  as  I was  led  to  expect  from 
the  order  which  I had  received  at  10  a.  m.  on  the  30th  instant,  I 
took  up  my  line  of  march  for  Benton ; halted  for  the  night  near  Rock- 
port,  and  marched  into  this  place  to-day. 

All  information  from  every  source  was  to  the  effect  that  there  were  no 
rebel  troops  west  of  Ouachita  County,  but  that  all  the  rebel  forces  of 
any  moment  in  that  part  of  the  State  were  in  and  south  of  that  county. 

I cannot  conclude  this  report  without  again  calling  attention  to  this 
post.  As  it  now  stands,  it  is  a very  difficult  place  to  defend  success- 
fully. One  or  two  redans  at  proper  points,  and  a small  square  redoubt 
on  a high  point  in  the  rear  of  the  town,  will  insure  us  against  any  attack 
from  the  rebels,  or,  if  they  do  attack,  will  insure  their  defeat.  If  the 
mechanics’  train  is  sent  me  I will  construct  these  defenses ; there  are 
no  tools  here  for  the  purpose.  I will  send  a battalion  to  Pine  Bluff  in 
the  morning  to  get  the  four  guns  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Battery,  left 
there.  As  soon  as  the  guns  arrive  at  this  post  I will  send  to  Little 
Rock  the  section  which  left  that  place,  unless  the  colonel  commanding 
will  permit  it  to  remain  here.  I send  herewith  the  captured  Confeder- 
ate money,  and  one  or  two  letters  taken  from  the  captured  mail.  The 
prisoners  will  be  sent  forward  to  the  provost-marshal  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. I will  take  care  that  all  captured  property  is  turned  over  to  the 
brigade  quartermaster  and  properly  accounted  for. 

For  the  last  three  days  I was  out  my  command  had  no  rations,  and 
Marmaduke  left  little  in  the  country  behind  him  for  us  to  live  on ; but 
officers  and  men  endured  the  hardships  of  the  march  and  subsisted  on 
short  rations  cheerfully  and  without  a murmur. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  CALDWELL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Expedition . 

Lieut.  J.  M.  Sprague, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Cavalry  Division . 
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Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Marmaduke , G.  S.  Army , commanding  expe- 
dition. 


Headquarters  Makmaduke’s  Division, 

Princeton , Ark.,  October  26,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  just  returned  from  Pine  Bluff,  which  I attacked 
yesterday  about  8 a.  m.  The  post  was  garrisoned  by  two  cavalry  regi- 
ments (Fifth  Kansas  and  First  Indiana),  effective  force  about  600  men, 
and  seven  pieces  of  artillery.  I occupied  the  whole  town  except  the 
court-house  and  yard,  which  was  fortified  by  heavy  and  effective  breast- 
works of  cotton-bales.  The  Federals  could  only  be  captured  by  storm- 
ing the  works,  which  would  have  cost  me  the  loss  of  at  least  500  men. 
I did  not  think  it  would  pay.  I have  captured  about  250  mules  and 
horses,  about  300  negroes  (men,  women,  and  children).  The  women 
and  children  I could  not  bring  away.  Some  400  blankets  and  quilts 
destroyed  (burning  a considerable  amount  of  quartermasters’,  commis- 
sary, and  ordnance  stores),  also  about  600  or  1,000  bales  of  cotton,  which 
had  been  brought  to  Pine  Bluff  for  sale. 

My  loss  is  about  40  men  killed  and  wounded.  Federal  loss  I do  not 
know ; do  not  think  it  is  large. 

My  troops  behaved  well.  The  Federals  fought  like  devils.  No  news. 
No  sign  of  their  moving  southward  nor  eastward. 

Very  respectfully, 


J.  S.  MABMADUKE, 


Brigadier- General,  Commanding , &c. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  F.  Belton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Arkansas. 


No.  8. 

Report  of  Col . Colton  Greene,  Third  Missouri  Cavalry  ( Confederate ), 
commanding  Marmaduke’s  brigade . 

Headquarters  Marmaduke’s  Brigade, 

In  the  Field , October  28,  1863. 

Major  : In  compliance  with  orders  from  division  headquarters,  my 
command  marched,  at  1 p.  m.  on  the  24th  instant,  in  the  direction  of  Pine 
Bluff,  with  an  effective  aggregate  of  800,  and  reached  that  place  at  9 
o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  having  halted  two  hours  en  route.  I 
dismounted  my  men  on  the  southwest  edge  of  Pine  Bluff,  and  moved  in 
column,  Colonel  [Bobert  B,]  Lawther,  commanding  Greene’s  regiment 
and  [M.  L.]  Young’s  battalion,  in  advance.  Colonel  [S.  G.]  Kitchen’s 
regiment  remained  mounted.  The  enemy’s  pickets  were  driven  in  by 
the  advance,  and  the  column  deployed  into  line  and  advanced,  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy,  several  hundred  yards.  My  command  formed 
the  center  column,  and  Colonel  Kitchen’s  regiment  was  thrown  on  the 
flanks,  to  communicate  with  the  columns  moving  east  and  west.  We 
advanced  rapidly,  driving  in  the  enemy’s  skirmishers,  and  took  the 
following  position  within  150  and  250  yards  of  the  court-house,  to  which 
the  enemy  had  retired  and  strongly  fortified  with  cotton-bales : Colonel 
Lawther  commanded  the  left  wing,  composed  of  Greene’s  regiment  (on 
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the  extreme  left),  Young’s  battalion,  and  [D.  B.]  Griswold’s  light  bat- 
tery; the  right  consisting  of  [S.  T.]  Ruffner’s  battery  (three  guns),  [W. 
L 1 Jeffers’  and  [J.  Q.]  Burbridge’s  regiments  (commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel [W.  J.]  Preston),  in  the  order  named.  Burbridge’s  regi- 
ment was  advanced,  wading  through  a lagoon,  until  it  rested  on  New- 
ton’s  left.  After  reconnoitering  the  enemy’s  works,  I placed  Ruffner’s 
battery  in  position  near  the  Methodist  church,  which  played  upon  the 
court-house  and  adjoining  buildings  with  effect,  while  Griswold’s  bat- 
tery opened  farther  to  the  left  and  drove  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters 
from  their  shelter.  The  enemy’s  works  were  defended  in  the  direction  in 
which  my  right  lay  by  four  howitzers  and  two  heavier  pieces  on  the  left, 
all  well  protected  by  cotton-bales.  The  action  was  maintained,  chiefly 
by  sharpshooters  and  artillery  on  both  sides,  for  five  hours.  No  serious 
effect  was  produced  upon  the  enemy’s  works,  and  it  became  evident 
that  they  could  only  be  carried  by  a coup  dc  main.  He  was  well  cov- 
ered, and  could  only  be  approached  over  many  obstacles.  At  3 o’clock 
I was  ordered  to  retire  my  troops  to  the  position  occupied  in  the  morn- 
ing. The  enemy  observed  the  movement,  and  soon  attacked  my  rear, 
consisting  of  Greene’s  regiment  and  Young’s  battalion,  but  were  re- 
pulsed with  loss.  As  the  rear  again  withdrew,  another  demonstration 
was  made,  but  upon  the  delivery  of  one  fire  from  Colonel  Kitchen 
(formed  on  the  right  and  rear),  the  enemy  hastily  retreated.  I again 
wentinto  position  one-half  mile  back,  on  the  Princeton  road,  and  formed 
once  more  2 miles  farther  on,  but  the  enemy  did  not  pursue.  I now 
took  up  the  line  of  march,  and  reached  Princeton  at  7 p.  m.  on  the  26th 
instant. 

I would  particularly  commend  the  conduct  of  the  troops  under  my 
command  during  the  action.  The  batteries  were  well  handled,  and  their 
officers  and  men  bore  themselves  with  coolness  and  spirit. 

I regret  deeply  to  record  the  death  of  Lieutenant  [W.  I).]  Biser, 
adjutant  of  my  own  regiment,  who  fell  at  the  close  of  the  action.  He 
was  an  efficient  and  useful  officer  and  a gallant  gentleman. 

My  loss  during  the  engagement  was  7 killed  and  21  wounded,  for  the 
particulars  of  which  I refer  you  to  the  accompanying  document* 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

7 COLTON  GREENE, 


Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Colonel , Commanding  Brigade . 


No.  9. 

Report  of  Col.  Robert  R.  Lawther , Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry  ( Confederate ), 

commanding  brigade. 

Headquarters  Post  of  Camden, 

October  29,  1863. 

Major:  On  the  morning  of  October  25,  while  advancing  on  Pine 
Bluff,  I was  ordered,  with  my  command,  by  Brigadier-General  Marma- 
duke,  to  the  front  of  the  center  column,  commanded  by  Colonel  [Colton] 
Greene.  My  command  consisted  of  Colonel  Greene’s  regiment,  com- 
manded by  Major  [L.  A.]  Campbell,  and  Colonel  [M.  L.]  Young’s  bat- 
talion. By  8 o’clock  in  the  morning  we  had  arrived  within  1J  miles  of 
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the  city.  I here  ordered  forward  Major  [G.  W.  C.]  Bennett,  with  the 
companies  of  Captains  [H.  >3.]  Randall  and  [William  T.]  Barry,  to  re-  , 
connoiter  the  enemy’s  position.  After  advancing  a short  distance,  Major 
Bennett  met  the  enemy’s  skirmishers,  and  immediately  charged  and 
drove  them  in,  killing  2 and  wounding  4.  About  a mile  from  the  court-  i 
house  1 dismounted  my  men  and  formed  them  to  the  left  of  the  road  in 
an  open  field,  Colonel  Young  on  the  right  and  Major  Campbell  on  the 
left.  After  some  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  we  drove  them  into  their 
fortifications  in  and  near  the  court-house.  My  command  was  then  : 
formed  in  about  150  yards  of  the  court-house,  where  it  remained  during 
the  engagement,  a portion  of  the  command  being  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers and  doing  good  execution  whenever  the  enemy  dared  to  show 
themselves  above  their  works.  When  it  was  determined  to  withdraw 
from  the  place,  I was  ordered,  with  my  command,  to  cover  the  retreat 
of  our  army.  After  marching  less  than  half  a mile,  we  were  attacked  I 
by  some  500  of  the  enemy,  who  came  out  from  their  fortifications,  j 
After  a severe  engagement  of  about  fifteen  minutes,  the  enemy  were 
repulsed  with  heavy  loss,  and  did  not  molest  us  further. 

I cannot  speak  too  highly  of  both  the  officers  and  men  under  my  com- 
mand. Where  all  acted  so  well  it  is  difficult  and  almost  invidious  to 
make  a distinction  between  them. 

Colonel  Young,  Major  Bennett,  and  Captain  Bandall  conducted  them- 
selves with  conspicuous  gallantry  during  the  day. 

Major  Campbell  had  his  horse  killed  under  him,  and  acted  with  the 
greatest  coolness  and  bravery  during  the  day. 

Our  loss  was  4 killed  and  13  wounded.  Among  the  former  I regret 
to  mention  Lieutenant  [W.  D.]  Biser,  adjutant  of  Greene’s  regiment,  who 
fell  in  the  last  charge  of  the  enemy.  He  was  a brave  and  efficient  offi- 
cer, and  died  while  nobly  discharging  his  duty  as  an  officer  and  soldier. 

I cannot  close  without  acknowledging  my  indebtedness  to  Lieut.  H. 
Ferrill,  who  was  with  me  during  the  day,  and  acted  with  much  coolness 
and  bravery. 

I am,  major,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  LAWTHER, 

Colonel , &c. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


^o.  10. 

Report  of  Col.  G.  W.  Thompson , Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry  ( Confederate ), 
commanding  Shelby’s  brigade : 

# Headquarters  Shelby’s  Brigade, 

Camp  on  Ouachita  River , October  30,  1S63. 

Major  : After  a few  weeks  of  comparative  rest,  I have  the  honor  to 
report  another  wearisome  march  and  another  battle,  with  its  results  and 
consequences. 

During  the  night  of  the  23d  instant  I received  orders  to  have  three 
days’  rations  cooked  and  25  rounds  of  ammunition  issued  to  each  man, 
and  the  command  ready  to  march  at  9 a.  m.  the  following  day,  which 
order  was  promptly  obeyed.  At  the  appointed  hour  I moved  the  com- 
mand into  Princeton,  where  it  remained  halted  until  about  12  m.,  when 
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we  moved  out  and  on  the  road  leading  toward  Pine  Bluff,  and  after  a 
rapid  march  of  some  six  hours,  halted  near  the  waters  of  the  Saline 
Biver  and  foraged  our  animals.  After  a short  rest,  the  command  was 
again  in  saddle  and  moving  as  rapidly  as  the  shadows  of  night  and 
rough  roads  would  permit,  until  near  midnight,  when  the  intense  cold- 
ness drove  many  of  the  thinly  clad  soldiers  to  building  fires  by  the  road- 
side whenever  a halt  in  front  admitted  of  the  delay.  Cold,  weary,  and 
sleepy,  the  march  became  tedious  and  irksome  in  the  extreme.  At 
length  the  bright  burning  morning  star,  blazing  through  a forest  of 
wailing  pines,  admonished  us  of  the  morn’s  early  coming.  Soon  the  gray 
which  precedes  the  dawn  spread  its  mantle  over  the  east,  then  rosy- 
fingered  dawn  brushed  away  each  trembling  star,  and  proclaimed  the 
coming  of  the  god  of  day  and  the  world’s  bright,  tranquil  Sabbath  morn. 

u Close  up  and  move  up  rapidly,”  was  now  echoed  along  the  lines,  and 
by  8 a.  m.  the  command  filed  to  the  left,  and,  under  Colonel  [J.  C.]  Mon- 
roe, as  commander  of  the  division,  took  position  up  the  river  and  above 
town.  With  my  command  remaining  mounted,  I placed  one  company, 
under  Lieutenant  [H.  K.]  Dollins,  of  my  regiment,  as  flankers  on  the 
right  of  Colonel  Monroe’s  brigade,  which  was  dismounted,  and  the  re- 
mainder took  into  position  on  his  left,  commanding  all  that  portion  of 
the  grounds  between  him  and  the  river.  The  enemy’s  cavalry,  appear- 
ing in  front,  were  hastily  dislodged  by  our  sharpshooters,  and  steadily 
driven  behind  their  cotton-bale  fortifications  in  and  around  the  court- 
house. A large  encampment  was  here  taken  possession  of,  containing 
tents,  various  articles  of  clothing,  &c.,  with  horses,  mules,  and  wagons ; 
also  many  negroes. 

My  command  was  now  dismounted  and  marched  to  the  front  and 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  resting  my  right  on  Colonel  Monroe’s  left ; but, 
being  in  the  rear  of  a row  of  large  buildings,  we  could  effect  nothing 
more  than  to  keep  up  a running  fire  from  our  sharpshooters.  In  this 
position  we  remained  until  about  noon,  when  we  moved  to  the  right, 
crossing  one  of  the  principal  streets  leading  to  and  from  the  court- 
house, adown  which  the  enemy  continually  rained  a shower  of  balls 
from  their  long-range  guns.  Their  artillery  continued  to  play  upon  our 
positions,  but  without  any  effect.  The  town  immediately  in  front  of  us 
and  between  our  position  and  that  of  the  enemy  was  fired,  but  by  whom 
I know  not.  Families  escaping  from  the  burning  buildings  came  to  us, 
and  were  sent  to  the  rear  and  out  of  danger.  It  now  became  evident  from 
this  standpoint  of  view  that  to  capture  the  enemy  would  require  a very 
great  sacrifice  and  slaughter — far  too  great  for  sound  judgment  and 
discretion  to  sanction  or  justify. 

At  length  we  receiver!  orders  to  retire,  which  was  done  without  any 
disorder  or  confusion,  to  the  vicinity  of  the  captured  encampment, 
where  every  tent  that  could  be  taken  on  horseback  was  taken,  besides 
a large  amount  of  various  kinds  of  clothing,  and  the  remainder  piled 
and  burned.  Gathering  up  the  captured  negroes,  horses,  and  mules,  we 
withdrew  without  further  annoyance  from  the  enemy,  only  having  lost 
during  the  day  John  Beaty,  private,  Company  A,  [B.  G.j  Jeans’  regi- 
ment, wounded  in  leg  and  brought  off  in  safety. 

With  the  exception  of  some  straggling,  my  men  gave  another  evi- 
dence of  their  devotion,  energy,  and  courage. 

With  high  esteem,  major,  lam,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  THOMPSON, 
Colonel , Commanding  Shelby's  Brigade. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant - General , Marmaduhe's  Division. 
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No.  11. 

Report  of  Col.  J.  C.  Monroe , First  Arkansas  Cavalry , commanding  Cabell's  ' 

brigade. 

Headquarters  Cabell’s  Brigade, 

October  27,  1863. 

Major  : In  obedience  to  orders  from  division  headquarters,  I make 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of 
Pine  Bluff,  on  the  25th  instant : 

I arrived  at  the  Little  Bock  road  near  town  about  8 o’clock,  dis- 
mounted  my  men,  and  formed  on  foot.  Colonel  [G.  W.]  Thompson’s 
brigade  remained  mounted  and  extended  from  my  left  to  the  river. 
Colonel  Thompson  also  sent  some  mounted  men  to  my  right  to  act  as 
Hankers.  I then  deployed  one  company  of  dismounted  men  as  skir- 
mishers. These  dispositions  being  made,  I awaited  the  signal  for  the 
attack.  When  the  signal  was  given,  I moved  cautiously  forward  with- 
out any  opposition  until  I arrived  in  the  suburbs  of  town,  when  my 
skirmishers  encountered  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  and  drove  them 
steadily  back  until  within  a short  distance  of  their  fortifications,  when 
a destructive  fire  was  poured  into  my  ranks  from  the  buildings  and  for- 
tifications. Not  being  able  to  effect  anything  with  small-arms,  I imme- 
diately fell  back  and  ordered  up  my  artillery,  and  attempted  to  shell 
them  out.  My  dismounted  men  were  not  engaged  again  during  the  day. 

Each  regiment  and  battalion  under  my  command  fought  well  and 
obeyed ' strictly  the  orders  concerning  pillaging.  Nothing  was  taken 
until  the  retreat  commenced. 

I am,  major,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  MONBOE, 

Colonel , Commanding  Brigade. 


No.  12. 

Reports  of  Col.  Robert  C.  Newton , Fifth  Arkansas  Cavalry , commanding 

division. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Washington , Ark.,  December  4,  1863. 

Major  : I have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  instructions,  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  troops  under  my  command  in 
the  engagement  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  on  October  25: 

My  brigade  moved  from  Princeton  on  the  morning  of  October  24, 
as  the  advance  of  the  division.  At  Sparks’  place  that  night  the  briga- 
dier-general commanding  announced  the  plan  of  attack  to  the  brigade 
commanders.  The  column  which  was  placed  under  my  command  was 
composed  of  my  own  brigade  (Maj.  John  P.  Bull,  Newton’s  regiment, 
commanding),  the  Texas  Brigade,  Major  [B.  D.]  Chenoweth  command- 
ing, and  Maj.  Bobert  C.  Wood’s  battalion,  Missouri  Cavalry. 

We  moved  from  Sparks,’  on  Maliony’s  Ferry  road,  toward  Pine  Bluff 
about  10.30  o’clock  that  night.  We  reached  Cantrell’s  Springs  a little 
after  daylight  on  October  25.  There,  in  accordance  with  instructions 
from  General  Marmaduke,  my  column  left  the  main  road,  moving  upon 
a right-hand  country  road  a distance  of  about  2 miles  to  the  Talladega 
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road;  thence  down  it  to  Womack’s  place,  and  from  there  by  dim  country 
roads  to  the  Bayou  Bartholomew  road.  Arriving  at  Clay’s  brick-yard, 
near  the  edge  of  the  town  of  Pine  Bluff,  I dismounted  the  Texas  brigade 
and  Wood’s  battalion,  and  all  of  Bull’s  brigade  except  100  men.  My 
instructions  were  to  place  my  troops  in  position  and  wait  until  the  sig- 
nal-gun should  be  fired  on  the  road  on  which  Colonel  [Colton]  Greene’s 
column  was  moving,  when  I should  press  forward  vigorously  toward 
the  court-house  in  town.  I accordingly  sent  Captain  [W.  B.]  Anderson 
with  the  100  men  whom  I had  retained  mounted,  with  instructions  to 
attack  the  Federal  picket  at  the  edge  of  town  on  the  Bayou  Bartholo- 
mew road,  and  after  driving  it  in  to  push  a small  party  over  toward  the 
Arkansas  Biver,  to  give  me  early  information  should  the  enemy  attempt 
to  leave  the  town.  At  the  same  time  I ordered  Wood  to  move  onto  the 
Bartholomew  road  and  form  there,  and  deploy  a line  of  skirmishers  in 
front  of  him.  While  this  order  was  being  executed,  the  signal-gun  was 
fired,  and  I immediately  moved  Wood  on  up  the  Bartholomew  road 
to  the  southeast  corner  of  town,  and  advanced  Chenoweth’s  brigade  up 
onto  his  right,  and  at  the  same  time  advanced  [J.  H,]  Pratt’s  battery  to 
the  front,  and  opened  with  it  upon  the  court-house.  The  enemy’s  sharp- 
shooters now  commenced  firing  upon  me  from  the  different  houses  along 
the  lower  edge  of  town,  and,  ordering  Pratt  to  turn  his  fire  upon  them, 
I advanced  Wood’s  and  Chenoweth’s  skirmishers,  and  soon  drove  the 
Federal  sharpshooters  out  of  the  houses  in  which  they  had  first  con- 
cealed themselves.  They  fell  back  to  the  houses  on  the  next  street, 
and,  being  strengthened  from  toward  the  court-house,  they  kept  up  a 
brisk  fire  upon  me.  Finding  that  they  would  have  me  at  disadvan- 
tage should  I waste  time  in  sharpshooting  with  them,  I pushed  forward 
my  skirmishers  and  charged  with  Wood’s  and  Chenoweth’s  commands, 
driving  the  enemy  through  the  houses  and  inclosures  in  the  town,  until 
I reached  the  block  upon  which  the  residence  of  Anthony  Bodgers  stands, 
where  I halted  to  give  the  men  breathing  time  and  to  reform  my  line. 
I found  that  the  enemy  had  constructed  a cotton  breastwork  around 
the  court-house  square,  and  my  line  being  within  one  block  gf  it,  I con- 
cluded, inasmuch  as  the  firing  had  ceased  in  the  direction  of  Greene  and 
[J.  C.]  Monroe,  to  push  my  sharpshooters  up  as  close  to  the  enemy  as 
could  be  done  without  too  much  exposure,  and  not  charge,  if  at  all,  until 
I could  rely  upon  being  supported  by  at  least  Greene’s  column.  Never- 
theless, in  order  to  extend  my  line  to  the  river,  I ordered  up  Bull’s  bri- 
gade (which  had  been  withheld  as  a reserve  up  to  this  time),  and  directed 
him  to  take  position  on  an  extension  of  Chenoweth’s  line  in  the  block 
of  buildings  upon  the  river  street,  and  to  push  his  skirmishers  well  up 
toward  the  enemy’s  works.  Brisk  skirmishing  continued  all  the  time 
between  my  sharpshooters  and  those  of  the  enemy.  I ordered  up  Pratt’s 
battery,  and  put  it  in  position  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Bodgers’  in- 
closure, and  opened  with  it  upon  the  court-house  and  the  adjoining 
buildings,  in  which  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  were  posted.  In  a short 
time  he  had  silenced  such  of  them  as  were  firing  from  the  cupola  of  the 
court-house  and  those  in  Bodgers’  store-house,  but  the  shots  seemed  not 
to  do  other  very  great  good.  Pratt  was,  therefore,  by  General  Marraa- 
duke’s  direction,  sent  around  the  lake  to  where  Colonel  Greene’s  artil- 
lery was,  near  the  Methodist  church,  and  was  not  with  me  any  more 
during  the  day. 

I remained  in  the  position  above  indicated,  considerable  skirmishing 
going  on,  as  stated,  almost  continuously,  until  about  2.30  p.  m.,  when,  in 
obedience  to  General  Marmaduke’s  order,  I withdrew  my  command, 
bringing  away  with  me  a number  of  horses  and  mules  captured  in  the 
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enemy’s  stables,  as  also  quite  a number  of  negroes  found  in  the  contra- 
band camp,  all  of  which  were  taken  possession  of  by  the  division  quarter- 
master upon  our  arrival  at  Princeton.  I brought  off  likewise  the  papers 
found  in  the  office  of  Colonel  [Powell]  Clayton’s  adjutant-general.  These 
have  heretofore  been  forwarded  to  division  headquarters. 

I presume  the  reports  of  Major  Wood,  commanding  battalion,  and 
Major  Chenoweth,  commanding  Texas  brigade,  were  forwarded  directly 
to  division  headquarters.  They  were  never  sent  to  me.  I have  the 
honor  to  forward  herewith  the  report  of  Major  Bull,  commanding  my 
own  brigade  on  that  day.  I respectfully  refer  you  to  these  reports  for 
the  names  of  those  who  deserve  special  mention,  and  also  for  lists  of  the 
killed  and  wounded.  All  did  well,  and  had  the  order  been  given  to 
charge  the  cotton-bales  it  would  have  been  hailed  with  joy.  I have 
never  seen  more  determination  evinced  by  any  troops.  Every  one 
seemed  anxious  to  do  his  whole  duty,  and  a generous  emulation  inspired 
the  whole  command.  Every  order  was  obeyed  with  alacrity,  and  none 
. shrank  from  responsibility  or  danger. 

I have  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  Majors  Wood,  Chenoweth, 
and  Bull  for  their  activity  and  zeal.  Pratt,  as  usual,  did  good  work 
that  day,  and  his  men  behaved  with  their  accustomed  bravery  and 
steadiness. 

To  the  gentlemen  of  the  brigade  staff  who  were  with  me,  I am  indebted 
for  valuable  assistance,  as  also  to  Capt.  W.  K.  Portis,  of  Kewton’s  regi- 
ment, and  Lieutenant  [ J.  F.]  Pulliam,  of  [A.  S.]  Dobbin’s  regiment,  who 
were  with  me  as  volunteer  aides-de  camp.  Colonel  [W.  S.]  O’Kane,  of 
General  Marmaduke’s  staff,  likewise  deserves  my  warmest  thanks  for 
valuable  assistance  rendered  me  during  the  entire  day. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

B.  C.  NEWTOK, 
Colonel , Commanding , &c. 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  &c.,  Marmadulce's  Division. 


December  19,  1863. 

Major  : Your  note  calling  my  attention  to  your  previous  order  for  a 
report  of  my  killed  and  wounded  in  the  engagement  at  Pine  Bluff  is 
received.  As  I stated  in  my  report  of  that  engagement,  the  reports  of 
Majors  Wood  and  Chenoweth,  who  were  under  my  command  on  that 
day,  were  never  sent  to  me,  but,  as  I supposed,  were  forwarded  directly 
to  division  headquarters.  In  Denson’s  squadron  there  were  2 men 
wounded,  and  Denson’s  report,  stating  their  names,  &c.,  was  forwarded 
to  you.  In  Colonel  Dobbin’s  regiment  there  were  no  killed  and  wounded. 
In  my  own  regiment  1 man  was  killed  (Private  [John]  Smith,  Major  Bull’s 
orderly),  and  that  fact  was  stated  in  Major  Bull’s  report,  also  forwarded. 
If  you  desire  a consolidated  report,  showing  the  three  casualties  in 
Denson’s  squadron  and  my  own  regiment,  please  return  me  Denson’s 
report,  and  I will  furnish  the  required  report  without  further  delay.  I 
supposed  that  the  report  of  the  facts  heretofore  made  was  sufficient. 
The  principal  casualties  were  in  Wood’s  and  Chenoweth’s  commands. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

B.  C.  KEWTON, 

Colonel , Commanding . 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Marmadulce’s  Division . 
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No.  13. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  P.  Bull , Fifth  Arkansas  Cavalry , commanding  New- 
ton’s brigade. 

Near  Camden,  October  31, 1863. 

Lieutenant:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  in  the  late  attack  upon  Pine  Bluff  by  the  brigade  (composed 
of  Newton’s  regiment,  [A.  S.]  Dobbin’s  regiment,  and  Denson’s  squad- 
ron) commanded  by  myself: 

When  the  division  commanded  by  Colonel  [Robert  C.]  Newton  arrived 
within  about  one-half  mile  of  town,  I was  ordered  to  send  forward  the 
regiment  commanded  by  Captain  [W.  B.]  Anderson  and  one  company 
from  Newton’s  regiment,  to  operate  as  cavalry.  I did  so,  and  for  the 
part  taken  in  the  action  by  this  portion  of  my  command  I refer  you  to 
the  report  of  Captain  Anderson,  as  they  were  entirely  detached  from  me 
during  the  day.  I then  received  orders  to  dismount  the  rest  of  my  com- 
mand and  move  them  rapidly  to  the  front,  which  order  was  promptly 
obeyed.  I formed  my  men  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  remained  in 
line  for  about  thirty  minutes,  when  1 was  ordered  forward  to  support 
Captain  [J.  H.]  Pratt’s  battery,  which  was  firing  upon  the  court-house. 
In  the  course  of  one-half  hour  I received  an  order  from  Captain  [William 
M.]  Price,  aide-de-camp  of  General  Marmaduke’s  staff,  that  the  enemy 
had  left  the  court-house  and  were  attempting  to  cross  the  river ; to  move 
forward  to  the  river  bank  and  intercept  them.  I ordered  a charge,  and 
moved  forward  at  a double-quick.  In  crossing  Main  street  the  enemy 
opened  on  me  with  grape,  and  their  sharpshooters  poured  a perfect 
shower  of  bullets  into  my  ranks.  I attained  the  river  bank  with  the 
loss  of  but  1 man  slightly  wounded,  of  Captain  [W.  B.]  Denson’s  squad- 
ron, for  a report  of  which  I refer  you  to  Captain  Denson’s  report.  I 
remained  in  this  position  for  about  forty  minutes,  and  the  enemy  keep- 
ing up  a severe  fire,  I concluded  I had  better  move  my  position  to  where 
my  men  would  be  protected  from  the  enemy’s  fire,  sending  a courier  to 
inform  Colonel  Newton  of  my  position.  I retired  to  a corn-field  some 
200  yards  to  the  rear,  forming  my  men  and  sending  forward  40  sharp- 
shooters to  occupy  my  position  on  the  river  bank.  About  1 o’clock 
Colonel  Newton  ordered  me  to  retire  my  brigade,  and  mount  them,  and 
act  as  the  rear  guard  of  the  division. 

To  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  I return  my  thanks  for 
the  prompt  and  energetic  manner  in  which  they  obeyed  every  order 
given  them.  Their  conduct  was  gallant  in  the  extreme,  and  although 
not  warmly  engaged  at  anytime,  showed  a willingness  and  desire  to  be 
led  into  action  I have  scarcely  seen  equaled.  Captain  Denson,  of  the 
squadron,  deserves  my  warmest  thanks  for  assistance  rendered  upon 
the  field,  as  also  Lieutenant  [G.  D.]  Worley,  of  Company  D,  of  my  regi- 
ment, who  was  acting  as  my  aide-de-camp.  Should  I particularize  every 
instance  of  merit,  hardly  a man  of  my  command  but  would  receive  some 
mention.  It  is  impossible  to  do  so,  and  I therefore  mention  a few  who 
came  particularly  under  my  notice. 

I am  sorry  to  relate,  under  the  head  of  casualties,  the  death  of  John 
Smith,  my  orderly,  who  was  shot  about  1 o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  He 
deserted  some  time  since  from  the  enemy  and  joined  my  regiment.  Upon 
the  25th  instant  he  won  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  whole  brigade, 
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and,  indeed,  every  one  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  by  the  cool,  brave  I 
and  gentlemanly  manner  in  which  he  executed  all  of  iny  orders  ’ 
Very  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  P.  BULL, 

Lieut.  H.  Oaklton,  Commandin0  Bri0^e. 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General^  Newton's  Division. 


No.  14. 

Report  of  Capt.  W.  B.  Denson , commanding  squadron. 


October  27,  1863. 

Lieutenant  : In  the  late  attack  upon  Pine  Bluff  (of  the  25th  instant) 
my  squadron,  forming  a part  of  the  brigade  commanded  by  Major  [John 
P.J  Buil,  after  being  dismounted,  moved  up  to  the  east  side  of  Pine  Bluff 
and  tor  a short  while  acted  as  a support  for  [ J.  H.l  Pratt’s  battery.  The 
brigade  was  then  ordered  to  advance,  and  we  moved  at  a doubie-quick 
up  into  town  and  across  Main  street  to  the  bank  of  the  river  (Arkansas). 
Main  street  was  crossed  under  a shower  of  grape  and  shell,  but  fortu- 
nately only  1 man  was  wounded  (Private  W.  W.  Goolsby,  Company  B, 
Captain  [D.  A.]  Nunn’s).  The  wound  was  through  the  foot  (not  serious), 
and  he  was  promptly  taken  from  the  field  by  the  surgeons  in  charge. 
Ihis  was  the  only  casualty  of  my  command  during  the  action.  After 


halting  some  ten  minutes  on  the  bank  of  the 


river. 


n ^ uj-lv,  mu,  about  300  yards 

ii om  where  the  enemy  was  posted,  I received  an  order  to  retire  into  the 
field  on  the  east  of  the  town.  I retired  down  the  bank  of  the  Arkansas 
Biver,  and  took  the  position  designated,  where  I remained  until  ordered 
to  withdraw  from  the  field. 

Permit  me  to  represent  the  conduct  of  the  men  under  my  charge  as 
being  admirable.  Everyman  seemed  eager  for  the  fray,  and  though 
none  but  my  sharpshooters  had  an  opportunity  of  firing  a gun,  they 
begged  to  be  led  to  the  face  of  the  enemy.  Indeed,  all  the  troops  who 
came  under  my  observation  during  the  day  behaved  well. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

W.  B.  DENSON, 
Captain,  Commanding  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  [H.]  Carlton, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  15. 

Report  of  Maj.  B.  D.  Chenowetli,  Twenty -first  Texas  Cavalry , commanding 
Texas  Cavalry  Brigade . 

Headquarters  Texas  Cavalry  Brigade, 

October  27,  1863. 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Texas  brigade  in  the  action  of  the  25th  ipstant: 

The  Texas  brigade,  composed  of  the  Twenty-first  Kegiment  Texas 
Cavalry,  [J.  H.]  Pratt’s  battery,  [B.  D.J  McKie’s  and  [C.  L.]  Morgan’s 
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squadrons  (dismounted),  and  under  orders  of  Colonel  [Eobert  C.]  New- 
ton, commanding  division,  approached  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  and 
encountered  an  advance  of  the  enemy  in  the  suburbs,  which  was  quickly 
repulsed  by  an  effective  fire  of  shell  from  Pratt’s  battery.  This  battery 
was  then  opened  upon  the  location  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  but  receiving- 
no  reply,  I received  orders  from  Colonel  Newton  to  advance  my  line  to- 
ward the  court-house  square.  This  order  was  as  promptly  executed  as 
the  many  obstacles  in  the  way  would  admit  of,  the  men  driving  before 
them,  from  house  to  house,  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters,  until  orders  were 
received  to  halt  the  line.  Captain  Pratt,  with  one  rifled  gun,  followed 
the  advance  of  the  line  until  a position  was  obtained,  when  at  short 
range  he  opened  on  the  court-house  square  a destructive  fire,  which 
continued  until  the  artillery  was  ordered  into  works  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  town. 

Of  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men  1 have  nothing  to  say  except  that 
all,  without  exception,  did  their  duty  with  zeal  and  promptness. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  D.  CHENOWETH, 

Major , Commanding  Texas  Cavalry  Brigade. 


No.  16. 

Report  of  Maj.  R.  C.  Wood , Missouri  Cavalry  Battalion  ( Confederate ). 

Camp  Marmaduke,  Ark.,  October  27, 1863. 

Major  : In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  your  circular  of  this 
morning,  I have  the  honor  to  state  that  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  in- 
stant, at  about  9 o’clock,  my  command  was  halted  in  front  of  the  column 
of  the  right  wing  of  the  division,  commanded  by  Colonel  [Robert  C.] 
Newton,  1 mile  southeast  of  Pine  Bluff.  The  pickets  of  the  enemy 
having  been  driven  in,  my  command  was  ordered  to  be  dismounted  and 
line  of  battle  formed,  and  marched  to  [in]  the  direction  of  the  court- 
house. This  was  promptly  done,  with  my  skirmishers  deployed  in  front, 
who  drove  the  enemy’s  rapidly  before  them.  When  within  100  yards  of 
the  court-house,  a brisk  fire  was  opened  upon  the  battalion.  They  were 
then  ordered  to  lie  down.  Soon  after,  a cover  from  the  enemy  was  made 
by  blockading  one  of  the  streets  with  bales  of  cotton  taken  from  a shed 
near  by.  I then  ordered  my  sharpshooters  to  take  possession  of  the 
houses  near  the  court-house.  This  was  speedily  effected,  making  the 
enemy  take  shelter  there.  My  sharpshooters  remained  at  their  posts 
until  their  ammunition  was  expended,  then  came  to  the  command  for  a 
supply,  and  returned  to  their  posts. 

The  only  casualties  were  among  them,  as  per  accompanying  list,  which 
I respectfully  submit. 

My  battalion  remained  under  cover  of  the  cotton-bales  until  the  colonel 
commanding  ordered  me  to  withdraw,  upon  which  I sent  into  the  houses 
and  collected  my  sharpshooters,  who,  with  the  battalion,  left  the  field  in 
good  order. 

Officers  and  men,  without  exception,  obeyed  all  orders  with  alacrity. 
I am,  major,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  0.  WOOD, 

Major j Commanding  Battalion . 

Maj.  Henry  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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OCTOBER  26,  1863. — Skirmish  at  King’s  House,  naar  Waynesville,  Mo. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Charles  C.  Twyford , Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav - j 

airy. 

Waynesville,  Mo.,  November  12,  1863. 

Major:  I have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  following  statement, 
agreeably  to  orders : 

On  the  25th  day  of  October,  1863, 1 was  ordered  on  a scout  south  from 
Waynesville,  with  15  men,  to  gain  all  the  information  concerning  Ben-  j 
jarnin  Moore,  whether  taken  prisoner  or  killed,  but  supposed  to  be  killed. 
After  riding  all  day,  gained  no  information.  Staid  all  night  15  miles 
south  of  Waynesville.  In  the  night,  about  3 a.  m.,  the  guard  woke  me 
up  ; said  there  was  some  one  around.  Three  of  us  ran  out ; the  guard 
halted  them,  and  they  fired.  Immediately  upon  firing  several  shots, 
they  left  in  a hurry.  The  guard  received  a slight  wound  in  the  breast. 
In  the  morning  he  was  sent  into  Waynesville  with  7 men  ; the  others 
proceeded  farther  south,  to  Hiram  King’s  (distance,  10  miles).  Saw  no 
signs,  trails,  or  fresh  tracks,  and  heard  nothing  concerning  any  bush- 
whackers or  rebels  in  the  country.  At  Hiram  King’s  we  learned  that 
Benjamin  Moore  was  taken  prisoner;  afterward  escaped,  or  was  pa- 
roled, he  did  not  know  which.  It  was  very  near  noon;  concluded  we 
had  better  have  some  dinner  and  horses  fed,  and  make  Waynesville 
that  night.  Could  hear  of  no  rebels  (bushwhackers)  in  the  country. 
While  waiting  for  dinner,  I saw  20  or  25  men  come  on  a charge  out  of 
the  brush  toward  the  house.  I ordered  the  men  to  fall  in.  The  bush- 
whackers halted.  It  was  too  far  off  to  give  them  a volley  from  revolvers. 
We  went  in  the  smaller  log-house  joining  the  main  building,  with  4 or  5 
feet  space  between  them,  and  prepared  to  give  them  a nice  reception. 
Hiram  King  and  family  were  in  the  house  that  we  occupied ; raised  the 
floor;  put  all  of  them  under;  they  appealed  to  us  in  every  way  possible 
to  leave  the  house,  but  we  made  them  remain  under  the  floor.  Thirty- 
six  of  the  bushwhackers  came  charging  on  the  house,  mounted,  firing 
several  shots  from  revolvers  well  loaded.  They  found  other  quarters 
would  be  more  comfortable,  they  meeting  with  considerable  loss.  Fone 
on  our  side.  They  tried  all  the  ways  possible  to  dislodge  us,  and  found 
it  a dangerous  business.  They  sent  word  to  Colonel  Love,  in  command 
of  150  men  from  his  and  Major  Freeman’s  command,  to  attack  Waynes- 
ville. They  made  a charge  on  foot.  Finding  that  two  revolvers  in  the 
hands  of  men  in  the  house  were  used  to  a good  advantage,  concluded  to 
try  other  means  not  quite  so  dangerous.  After  trying  every  way  pos- 
sible, they  set  fire  to  the  main  building;  then  awaited  the  result. 
Knowing  the  house  was  on  fire,  we  began  to  prepare  ourselves  for  the 
worst.  We  burned  all  the  papers  that  would  give  any  of  our  names  or 
identify  us  in  any  way;  changed  our  names,  company,  and  regiment, 
for  the  reason  that  the  bushwhackers  had  often  sworn  and  circulated 
the  report  in  the  country  if  Frank  Mason,  Michael  Williams,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Twyford  should  fall  into  their  hands,  they  would  burn  or  shoot 
them  full  of  holes ; thought  it  best  to  assume  fictitious  names.  The  fire 
was  coming  through  the  roof ; something  was  soon  to  be  done.  I 
thought  of  making  a blacksmith  shop  200  or  300  feet  in  the  rear  of  the 
house,  but  concluded  to  ask  for  terms  of  surrender.  Saw  from  the  num- . 
ber  it  was  useless  to  contend  against  them.  A white  flag  was  run  out. 
Commander,  called  Captain  Bristoe,  acting  adjutant  for  Colonel  Love, 
came  up,  and  I asked  him  on  what  terms  we  could  surrender.  He  (cap- 
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tain)  asked  if  the  family  were  all  right.  I answered,  u Yes.”  I wanted 
to  know  what  were  the  conditions  of  surrender.  Captain  said  we 
should  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war;  give  you  my  word  and  honor  he 
did.  It  was  3 p.  m.  when  we  gave  up  our  arms.  Some  of  the  bush- 
whackers wanted  to  shoot  us.  They  stripped  us  of  clothing,  but  gave 
us  some  old  clothes  in  return.  Colonel  Love  would  not  allow  any  un- 
becoming language  used  to  us.  The  command  marched  until  dark,  and 
encamped  within  12  miles  of  Waynesville.  Some  questioned  us  very 
closely.  At  1 a.  m.  broke  up  camp.  The  bushwhackers  (75)  left  Colo- 
nel Love’s  command.  Love  marched  until  3 p.  m. ; stopped  for  some- 
thing to  eat  and  horses  fed.  The  colonel  then  told  me  he  was  going  to 
parole  us.  We  were  paroled.  Sent  an  escort  with  us  outside  of  the 
lines,  but  sent  for  us  to  come  back.  The  reason — three  of  Ben.  Wood’s 
men  had  followed  the  command  all  day,  supposed  to  see  if  we  were  to  be 
paroled.  They  (the  bushwhackers)  swore  we  should  never  see  Waynes- 
ville. Colonel  Love  put  them  under  guard,  and  sent  escort  with  us  out 
of  the  lines.  It  was  after  sundown.  We  started  across  hills  and  hol- 
lows ; no  road  to  follow,  walking  all  night.  In  passing  near  two  houses 
we  heard  men  talking  and  riding ; afterward  learned  they  inquired  for 
us.  We  succeeded  in  reaching  Lebanon  after  dark  on  Wednesday,  the 
28th,  completely  worn  out  in  feet,  losing  sleep,  and  nothing  to  eat. 
Colonel  Love  said  we  killed  5 men  and  wounded  4,  killing  and  wound- 
ing 7 of  their  horses.  Killed  1 and  wounded  1 of  our  horses. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  TWYFORD, 

2 d Lieut.  Go.  H,  5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav.,  Comdg.  Scout. 

Maj.  Waldemar  Fischer. 


OCTOBER  26-NOVEMBER  12,  1863. — Scout  from  Cape  Girardeau  to  Doni- 
phan, Mo.,  and  Pocahontas,  Ark. 

Report  of  Maj.  Josephus  Bobbins , Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Camp  Lowry,  November  14, 1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report,  in  conformity  to  orders,  I 
marched  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  October  with  250  men  of  the  Second 
Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  in  the  direction  of  Doniphan,  Mo.  When 
near  Greenville,  Mo.,  I dispatched  Captain  [L.]  Sells  with  75  men  to 
Poplar  Bluff,  to  guard  the  polls  and  scout  the  country,  which  he  suc- 
cessfully did.  The  remainder  of  my  command  marched  to  Doniphan, 
where  Captain  [W.  T.]  Deeper,  of  the  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry, joined  me,  with  70  men.  I remained  there  some  three  days,  until 
- after  the  election,  scouting  the  country  in  all  directions.  The  next  day 
after  the  election  I dispatched  Captain  [J.  W.]  Edwards,  with  40  men  of 
the  Second  Regiment  and  10  men  of  the  Third  Regiment,  to  Cape  Girar- 
deau, with  prisoners  and  contraband  horses.  I then,  with  the  remainder 
of  my  command  (195  men),  marched  straight  upon  Pocahontas,  hoping 
to  come  upon  Captain  Reves’  rebel  command,  which  was  somewhere 
between  Pocahontas  and  Powhatan,  on  the  opposite  side  of  Black  River. 
Arriving  at  Pocahontas,  I found  the  boats  had  been  taken  by  Reves, 
and  could  not  cross.  I then  marched  in  the  direction  of  Davidsonville, 
hoping  to  find  a boat  there  or  at  Powhatan,  which  would  have  enabled 
me  to  cross  the  river,  fall  upon  Reves,  and  capture  him  or  drive  him 
into  Cherokee  Bay  upon  Captain  Sells,  who  was  stationed  there,  by  my 
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order,  after  having  done  his  work  at  Poplar  Bluff.  Arriving  near  David- 
sonville,  1 learned  that  the  boats  there,  as  well  as  at  Powhatan,  had  been  | 
destroyed  or  taken  oft*  by  Reves.  I then  marched  to  Seven  Points,  ; 
where  we  captured  Captain  Martin,  of  the  Confederate  Army,  and  learned 
from  a prisoner  that  the  boat  at  Pocahontas  had  been  taken  down  Black 
River  2 or  3 miles  and  hauled  out  into  the  woods.  I then  dispatched 
Captain  [R.  M.]  Hulse,  with  30  men,  at  4 o’clock  next  morning,  to  go  and 
look  after  the  boat  and  bring  it  up  to  Pocahontas,  which  he  successfully  ] 
accomplished.  At  6 o’clock  same  morning,  I marched  the  command  to 
Pocahontas,  and  commenced  crossing  the  river.  By  2 o’clock  the  entire 
command  had  all  passed  over,  and  were  on  the  track  of  Reves,  down 
the  river.  The  advance  came  up  with  him  near  night,  and  gave  chase,  ) 
pressing  him  so  closely  that  he  dropped  his  blankets,  coats,  and  hats,  and  j 
drove  him  to  the  swamps,  his  native  resort.  Next  day  I marched  as  far  \ 
down  the  river  as  Powhatan,  and  learned  that  Reves  and  his  men  had  I 
scattered  out  into  the  swamps,  each  fellow  on  his  own  hook.  I did  not  ; 
think  it  worth  while  to  look  further  after  him.  Finding  no  regularly 
organized  foe  in  the  country,  I turned  the  column  toward  the  Cape, 
marched  up,  and  crossed  Black  River  at  the  Indian  Ford,  in  the  lower 
end  of  Cherokee  Bay,  where  I found  Captain  Sells  quartered,  and  where 
1 camped  for  the  night.  Next  day  the  entire  command  marched  for 
their  respective  headquarters,  scouting  the  country  as  they  passed 
along.  When  near  Poplar  Bluff,  Captain  Leeper,  of  the  Third  Regiment 
Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  left  me  to  join  his  command,  stationed  at 
Patterson,  Mo.  To  him  and  his  command  I tender  my  heartfelt  thanks 
for  the  valuable  information  and  efficient  services  rendered  me  during 
the  expedition.  To  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  my  own  regiment  many 
thanks  are  due,  all  having  done  their  duty  with  alacrity  and  precision. 

I arrived  at  the  Cape  on  the  evening  of  the  12th  instant,  having  been 
out  eighteen  days,  want  of  rations  driving  me  in  sooner  than  I would 
otherwise  have  come. 

During  the  expedition  we  killed  1 rebel  captain,  captured  16  pris- 
oners, 5 out  of  the  16  being  commissioned  officers,  3 of  them  captains 
and  2 of  them  lieutenants.  Many  other  prisoners  were  taken  and  dis- 
charged, there  being  no  evidence  against  them  sufficient  to  warrant  a 
further  detention  of  them  as  prisoners  of  war.  We  also  captured  47 
head  of  horses  and  mules,  a lot  of  shot  guns  and  squirrel  rifles,  many 
of  which  were  broken  to  pieces  by  the  soldiers  and  left  behind  as 
worthless.  No  casualties  to  my  commaud  during  the  expedition.  All 
returned  in  good  health. 

With  great  respect,  I am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPHUS  ROBBINS, 

Maj.  Second  Battalion , Second  M.  S.  M.  Cav.,  Comdg.  Expedition . 

Col.  J.  B.  Rogers,  Commanding  Cape  Girardeau , Mo. 


OCTOBER  27-N0VEMBER  15,  1863. — Expedition  from  Cape  Girardeau  to 

Clarkton,  Mo. 

Report  of  Copt.  Eenry  C.  Gentry , Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  November  15, 1863. 
Colonel  : In  compliance  with  orders,  I left  this  post  on  the  27th  of 
October,  1863,  and  arrived  the  same  evening  4 miles  west  of  White 
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Water.  On  the  next  evening  we  arrived  at  Bloomfield.  On  the  29th, 
we  encamped  on  West  Prairie.  On  the  30th,  we  moved  to  Pour  Mile, 
in  Dunklin  County.  I arrested  Captain  Whitaker  and  Lieutenant  Wal- 
ker, of  the  rebel  service,  and  paroled  them,  to  report  to  the  commander 
of  Post  Bloomfield,  Mo.  On  the  31st,  I moved  to  Clarkton  and  encamped. 
I there  sent  out  scouting  parties,  who  returned  and  reported  no  guer- 
rillas in  the  neighborhood.  On  the  1st  of  November,  I moved  to  Kennett, 
and  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  that  place  during  the  next  day,  and 
scouted  the  neighboring  country.  On  the  3d,  I moved  to  Clarkton,  with 
the  intention  of  protecting  the  polls  and  giving  the  people  an  oppor- 
tunity of  voting,  which  they  declined  to  do.  I remained  at  Clarkton 
until  Thursday,  the  5th,  when  1 moved  up  the  road,  sending  Lieutenant 
[L.  E.]  Irwin,  with  15  men,  into  the  swamp,  some  10  miles  northwest  of 
Clarkton,  where  he  found  the  two  guerrillas,  Smith  and  Lacy,  whom  he 
pursued,  mortally  wounding  Lacy,  Smith  escaping,  seemingly  wounded. 
He  also  captured  2 horses.  He  then  returned  to  camp,  6 miles  north 
of  Clarkton.  On  the  next  day  I moved  a short  distance  and  encamped. 
Sent  Lieutenant  [J.  A.]  Rice  to  Brown’s  Ferry,  with  some  20  men. 
He  came  upon  2 guerrillas.  He  captured  them,  killing  1 horse.  On 
the  7th,  I moved  a short  distance.  I sent  the  2 prisoners  to  Bloom- 
field, where  they  were  safely  delivered  to  Captain  [V.]  Preuitt.  On 
the  next  day  I sent  another  scout,  by  Four  Mile,  to  Brown’s  Ferry,  back 
through  Clarkton,  seeing  no  enemy.  On  the  9th,  I encamped  near 
Bloomfield.  On  the  10th,  I came  to  Bloomfield  and  passed  through,  and 
in  the  evening  encamped  near  Sikeston.  Hearing  of  guerrillas  in  the 
vicinity  of  Charleston,  I moved  to  that  place,  where  I arrived  on  the 
evening  of  the  11th.  I remained  there  during  the  12th  and  13th,  and, 
sending  parties  out  in  all  directions,  I scouted  the  country  thoroughly. 
I moved  to  Benton  on  the  14th,  and  on  the  15th  of  November  I arrived 
safely  at  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  in  accordance  with  orders. 

This  I must  respectfully  offer  as  my  report. 

H.  C.  GENTRY, 
Captain , Commanding  Expedition. 

Col.  J.  B.  Rogers, 

Comdg.  2d  Mo.  State  Mil.  Cav .,  and  Post  Cape  Girardeau , Mo. 


OCTOBER  29,  1863.— Affair  near  Warsaw,  Mo. 

Report  of  Col.  John  F.  Philips , Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Sedalia,  Mo.,  October  31, 1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  29th  instant,  Cap- 
tain Squire  Ballew,  Company  I,  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry, commanding  at  Warsaw,  received  information  of  15  or  18  rebels, 
stragglers  from  Shelby’s  force,  15  miles  south  of  Warsaw.  He  sent  out 
25  men  after  them.  About  sundown  they  came  up  with  the  rebels,  at- 
tacked them  vigorously,  killed  2 or  3,  and  captured  10  or  12  horses  and 
a lot  of  stolen  goods.  Our  casualties,  none. 

JNO.  F.  PHILIPS, 

Colonel  Seventh  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Brown. 
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OCTOBER  29-NOVEMBER  5,  1863. — Scout  from  Pilot  Knob  to  Alton  and 

Doniphan,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Robert  McElroy , Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Camp  of  the  Third  Begt.  Mo.  State  Militia, 

Pilot  Knob , Mo.,  November  9,  18G3. 

Dear  Sir  : According  to  order,  I left  this  post  with  the  command 
assigned  me  on  the  29th  day  of  October,  at  9 a.  m.,  and  camped  that 
night  on  Little  Black  River,  on  Burford’s  farm. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  we  moved  at  daylight,  although  the  day 
was  very  disagreeable,  the  command  having  to  face  the  snow  and  rain. 
We  camped  that  night  on  Henpeck  Creek  ; from  thence  we  moved  on 
to  Eleven  Point  River,  and  camped  near  the  farm  of  the  notorious  Lieu- 
tenant Huttleson;  thence  to  Simpson’s,  4 miles  from  the  town  of  Alton, 
in  Oregon  County ; and  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  we  moved  into  town, 
and  remained  until  the  election  was  over.  The  election  passed  oft 
quietly,  although  Lieutenant  Bricker  was  much  mortified  at  the  result 
thereof ; but  the  thing  was  done  and  could  not  be  helped.  In  the  even- 
ing we  moved  in  a southeast  direction,  and  camped  on  the  farm  of  Mr. 
Saunders. 

November  4,  we  moved  at  daybreak  through  the  hills  in  toward  Don- 
iphan, in  Ripley  County,  and  camped  on  the  farm  of  Oliver  (one  of 
Reves’  men).  On  the  5th,  we  came  through  Doniphan,  and  camped  on 
the  Little  Black  River;  thence  to  Otter  Creek;  thence  to  Bailey  Sta- 
tion ; thence  to  Pilot  Knob. 

During  our  trip  we  killed  8 and  captured  5 of  the  most  notorious  guer- 
rillas and  jayhawkers  that  have  infested  that  part  of  the  State.  Among 
them  was  a man  by  the  name  of  Farmer,  who  had  taken  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance at  Saint  Louis,  and  had  a copy  of  the  same  in  his  pocket,  dated 
the  14tli  of  April,  1863 ; also  was  found  in  his  pocket  a certificate  from 
Major  Crandall,  certifying  that  the  said  William  W.  Farmer  had  fur- 
nished a substitute  in  the  person  of  Jesse  Hollice,  of  Oregon  County, 
Missouri ; age  fifteen  years;  5 feet  7 inches  in  height;  dark  complexion ; 
dark  hair ; hazel  eyes,  and  by  profession  a farmer.  The  certificate  was 
dated  the  7th  day  of  September,  1863,  and  signed  Lee  Crandall,  major 
commanding.  We  also  captured  10  horses  and  1 mule,  a number  of 
which  were  branded  C.  S.  There  are  no  regularly  organized  bands  in 
that  part  of  the  country;  but  any  man  that  can  creep  on  his  belly 
into  a camp  of  Federals  and  steal  a horse  is  entitled  to  the  name  and 
rank  of  captain. 

That  portion  of  the  State  once  cleaned  of  these  marauders,  jayhaw- 
kers, and  thieves,  and  we  will  have  peace  throughout  South  Missouri. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  the  women  in  that  region  are  even  more  dar- 
ing and  treacherous,  and,  in  fact,  worse  than  the  men,  as  we  found  in 
tlieir  possession  a number  of  newly  made  rebel  uniforms,  &c. 

I have  the  honor,  sir,  to  subscribe  myself,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Mcelroy, 

Captain , Commanding  Expedition . 

Maj.  James  Wilson, 

Commanding  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry . 
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NOVEMBER,  4,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Lexington,  Mo. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  B.  Brown , TJ.  S.  Army , commanding  District 

of  Central  Missouri. 

Headquarters  District  Central  Missouri, 

Jefferson  City , November  12, 1863. 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  major- 
general  commanding,  that  Lieut.  David  Groomer,  commanding  a de- 
tachment of  Company  G,  First  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th  instant,  came  up  with  a party  of  8 bushwhackers 
(who  had  been  passing  themselves  as  Shelby’s  men)  near  the  Sedalia 
road,  12  miles  east  of  Lexington,  killing  2,  capturing  4 horses  and  equip- 
ments, 2 guns,  and  a lot  of  clothing.  The  balance  scattered,  and  made 
their  escape.  Casualties  on  our  side,  1 horse  wounded. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  BROWN, 

• Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers , Commanding. 

Maj.  Oliver  D.  Greene, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General , Department  of  the  Missouri. 


NOVEMBER  4-6,  1863.— Skirmishes  at  and  near  Neosho,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  James  J.  Alcard , Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Detachment  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia, 

Neosho , Mo.,  November  10,  1863. 

I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I arrived  here  on  the  evening  of 
the  4th.  My  advance  had  a skirmish  with  some  bushwhackers  in  this 
place;  my  loss  was  1 man  killed.  We  wounded  1 of  the  rebels ; he  has 
since  died.  We  routed  them,  and  captured  most  of  the  plunder  they 
had  taken  from  town. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  I made  a scout  down  on  Butler’s  Creek. 
I had  with  me  30  of  my  men  and  40  of  Captain  Richey’s  company  of  the 
Rangers.  We  ran  upon  a squad  of  about  30  bushwhackers.  We  killed 
8 of  them  upon  the  ground;  the  number  wounded  is  not  known.  I 
then  returned  to  camp,  not  leaving  a very  strong  guard  there.  From 
the  reports,  I think  there  are  about  200  in  squads  scattered  over  the 
country.  My  force  is  not  strong  enough  to  be  effective ; if  I remain 
here,  I would  be  glad  to  have  more  force.  There  is  a portion  of  my  men 
on  foot,  and  a portion  sick,  which  leaves  but  few  for  duty.  There  is 
forage  sufficient  for  a battalion  of  cavalry  here.  I am  too  weak  to  do 
any  scouting  and  leave  a guard  that  would  be  safe.  I would  be  glad 
to  know  if  I have  to  stay  here.  My  rations  will  be  out  the  15th  of  this 
month ; if  I stay,  I will  have  to  send  soon  to  get  them  here  in  time.  I 
don’t  think  it  safe  for  so  small  a force  as  I have  to  remain  too  long  at 
this  place. 

I am,  general,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  J.  AKARD, 

Capt.,  Comdg.  Detachment  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav. 

Brigadier-General  Sanborn, 

Commanding  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri. 
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NOVEMBER  4-9,  1863. — Scout  from  Houston  to  Jack’s  Fork,  Mo. 

Reports  of  Lieut . John  W.  Boyd , Sixth  Provisional  Regiment  Unrolled 

Missouri  Militia . 

Houston,  Mo.,  November  — , 1863. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  42,  issued  from  your  head- 
quarters November  3,  1863,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  I started 
on  scout  with  15  men  of  my  company,  5 men  of  Company  B and  5 of 
Company  G,  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia,  in  the  direction  of  Spring 
Valley.  Marched  that  day  25  miles,  without  discovering  anything 
worthy  of  note.  Visited  the  residences  of  Benjamin  Carter  and  Wilson 
F arrow,  that  were  engaged  in  burning  Houston ; they  were  gone.  Burned 
Carter’s  house.  November  5,  divided  the  scout.  Sent  10  men,  under  Or- 
derly Sergeant  Basket,  Company  I,  to  march  by  way  of  Bay  Creek  to 
Jack’s  Fork.  I proceeded  with  the  balance  of  the  command  by  way  of 
Leatherwood  or  Wollsey’s  trail;  found  fresh  trail  of  horses;  followed 
them  on  Jack’s  Fork  to  the  residence  of  Miles  Stephens  and  brother, 
Jack  Stephens,  whom  I was  satisfied  were  bushwhackers.  Burned  the 
house.  Heard  that  Fed  Taylor  had  been  at  Stephens’  last  week  with  25 
men.  Proceeded  down  Jack’s  Fork  10  miles,  having  marched  30  miles 
that  day.  Camped  at  Widow  McCormick’s.  Had  positive  evidence 
that  the  widow  had  kept  a general  rendezvous  for  Freeman’s  and  Cole- 
man’s guerrillas.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  burned  the  buildings. 
Learned  from  the  widow’s  son,  a young  lad,  that  on  the  previous  even- 
ing James  Mahan  had  got  him  to  give  news  of  our  approach.  Sent  back 
and  took  Mahan  prisoner.  Went  down  Jack’s  Fork  to  mouth  of  Mahan’s 
Creek ; turned  up  said  creek  on  Thomasville  road.  Prisoner  Mahan 
attempted  to  escape,  and  was  shot  by  the  guard.  Camped  at  William 
Mahan’s  that  night,  [having]  marched  24  miles.  On  the  morning  of  the 
9th,  marched  up  Mahan’s  Creek.  About  9 o’clock  discovered  about  20 
of  the  enemy  on  the  bluff  above  us ; fired  a few  shots  at  them,  when  they 
fell  back.  I took  20  men  up  the  hill  and  reconnoitered,  expecting  to  find 
them  in  force  to  give  us  battle,  but  they  had  all  fled  into  the  rocky 
ravines  and  hills,  where  it  was  impossible  to  pursue  to  advantage, 
mounted ; returned  to  the  road,  and  had  gone  about  1 mile,  and  met  3 
men,  who  started  to  escape  on  seeing  us ; killed  2 of  them,  whom  I 
ascertained  from  papers  found  on  their  persons  to  be  William  Chandler, 
supposed  to  live  in  Dent  County,  and  a man  named  Hackley,  who  had 
in  his  pocket  a discharge  as  lieutenant  from  Company  F,  Mitchell’s 
regiment,  rebel  army.  He  also  had  several  packages  of  letters  from  per- 
sons in  the  rebel  army  and  citizens  in  Arkansas,  directed  to  persons  in 
Dent  and  Phelps  Counties,  all  of  which  are  submitted  for  your  disposal. 
Two  miles  farther  on  we  captured  William  Story  on  a United  States 
horse.  He  was  recognized  and  well  known  as  a notorious  horse-thief 
and  house-robber.  He  attempted  to  escape,  and  was  killed.  Camped 
that  night  at  Morgan  Dean’s,  on  Birch  Prairie.  November  8,  started  in 
the  direction  of  Houston ; marched  5 miles,  and  captured  William  Hul- 
sey, James  Hulsey,  William  McCuan,  and  Samuel  Jones  at  the  house  of 
James  Harris,  all  well  provided  and  tracked,  going  to  Freeman.  One  of 
them  had  a horse  that  was  stolen  some  time  since  from  one  of  our  men  ; 
also  goods  of  different  kinds.  The  first  three,  viz,  the  Hulseys  and  Mc- 
Cuan, were  killed.  Jones,  on  account  of  his  extreme  youth  and  apparent 
innocence,  I had  brought  in,  prisoner.  Five  miles  farther,  at  the  house  of 
John  Nicholson,  a known  rebel  and  bushwhacker,  we  captured  the  said 
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John  Nicholson,  Eobert  B.  Kichards,  alias  Bruce  Bussell,  and  Jesse  Story, 
all  of  whom  were  killed.  We  then  inarched  by  way  of  McCubbin’s  Mill 
to  Spring  Yalley,  and  camped  at  Wiley  Purcel’s.  November  9,  started 
direct  for  this  post,  sending  a few  men  by  way  of  Upper  Jack’s  Fork, 
and  all  arrived  here  in  the  evening,  all  in  good  health,  having  been  out 
six  days,  marched  145  miles,  killed  10  men,  returned  1 prisoner,  burned 
23  houses,  recaptured  9 horses  that  had  been  previously  stolen,  and  took 
6 contraband  horses  and  mules.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  W.  BOYD, 

First  Lieut.  Co.  J,  Sixth  Prov.  Begt.  F.  M.  Jf.,  Comdg.  Scout. 

Captain  Murphy,  Commanding  Post , Houston. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis1  November  18,  1863. 

Bespectfully  returned  to  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Davies,  commanding 
District  of  Eolla,  for  report  as  to  whether  the  conduct  of  this  officer 
in  killing  prisoners  and  burning  houses  was  in  accordance  with  his 
(General  Davies’)  instructions.  If  not,  General  Davies  will  report  what 
action  he  has  taken  in  the  matter. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Detachment  5th  Mo.  State  Mil., 

No.  43.  ] Houston , November  3,  1863. 

Lieutenant  Boyd,  Company  I,  Sixth  Provisional  Eegiment  Enrolled 
Missouri  Militia,  with  15  men  of  his  company,  5 of  Company  B and  5 
of  Company  G [Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry],  provided  with 
three  days’  rations,  will  start  on  a scout  at  7 a.  m.  to-morrow,  Novem- 
ber 4,  1863,  jn  the  direction  of  Spring  Yalley.  Lieutenant  Boyd  will 
report  at  these  headquarters  for  special  instructions  before  starting. 

By  order  of  E.  Murphy,  captain  commanding  post : 

THOS.  B.  WEIGHT, 

Adjutant. 

Upon  making  report  to  Captain  Murphy  for  “ special  instructions,” 
he  ordered  me  to  “ clean  them  out.” 

JOHN  W.  BOYD, 

First  Lieut.  Co.  I , Sixth  Prov.  Begt.  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  District  of  Eolla, 

No.  186.  f Bolla,  Mo .,  November  20,  1863. 

####### 

II.  Captain  Lovell,  assistant  adjutant-general,  will  proceed  to  Hous- 
ton with  an  escort  of  5 men  and  1 sergeant,  and  investigate  the  conduct 
of  Lieutenant  Boyd  on  a late  scout  to  Jack’s  Fork,  and  ascertain  by  what 
authority  twenty-three  houses  were  burned ; whether  William  Hulsey, 
William  McCuan,  John  Nicholson,  Eobert  B.  Eichards,  alias  Bruce  Bus- 
sell, and  Jesse  Story  were  killed  while  prisoners ; and,  if  so,  was  it  done 
by  his  order ; if  not  done  while  prisoners,  in  what  manner  they  were 
killed. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies : 

J.  LOYELL, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Eolla, 

Eolla,  Mo .,  November  25,  18G3. 

I have  the  honor  to  state  that,  in  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No. 
186,  Headquarters  District  of  Eolla,  I proceeded  to  Houston,  November 
20,  1863,  and  made  a thorough  investigation  of  the  “ conduct  of  Lieu- 
tenant Boyd  on  a late  scout  to  Jack’s  Fork.”  It  appears  by  Lieu- 
tenant Boyd’s  first  report  that  William  Hulsey,  James  Hulsey,  William 
McCuan,  John  Nicholson,  Robert  B.  Eichards,  alias  Bruce  Bussell,  and 
Jesse  Story  were  killed  after  having  been  captured.  Lieutenant  Boyd 
failed  in  making  his  report  clear.  The  facts  I believe  to  be  stated  in 
Lieutenant  Boyd’s  amended  report  (herewith  inclosed),  and  are  that 
they  were  captured  by  surrounding  the  houses ; but,  on  their  attempting 
to  secure  them,  they  all  broke  for  the  brush  and  in  that  manner  were 
killed. 

As  regards  burning  the  houses,  the  houses  that  were  burned  were 
well  known  to  be  the  resort  of  bushwhackers,  where  they  were  fed  and 
lodged,  and  where  a portion  of  their  stolen  property  was  found  secreted. 
In  some  three  or  four  of  the  houses  several  barrels  of  salt  were  found, 
besides  other  goods  belonging  to  sutlers  who  have  been  robbed.  The 
presence  of  men  whom  we  know  to  be  bushwhackers  in  some  of  the 
houses  confirms  this.  I am  of  the  opinion  that  Lieutenant  Boyd  acted 
correctly,  and  for  the  good  of  the  service. 

On  my  investigation  being  completed,  I returned  to  Eolla  on  the  24th 
day  of  November,  1863. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  LOVELL, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davies, 

Commanding  District  of  Holla , Mo. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  District  of  B6lla, 

Eollo,  Mo .,  November  26, 1863. 

Bespectfully  forwarded,  for  the  information  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding Department  of  the  Missouri.  The  amended  report  of  Lieu- 
tenant Boyd  states  the  manner  of  killing  the  men  referred  to  in  his 
previous  report,  supposed  to  have  been  killed  while  prisoners.  The 
burning  of  the  houses  is  also  explained.  The  explanation  is  satisfac- 
tory to  me,  and  hope  it  will  meet  the  approval  of  department  com- 
mander. 

THOS.  A.  DAVIES, 
Brigadier-General , Commanding. 

Headquarters, 
Houston , Mo November  23,  1863. 

Sir:  In  regard  to  inquiries  contained  in  Special  Orders,  No.  186,  dated 
Eolla,  November  20, 1863,  in  reference  to  killing  William  Hulsey,  James 
Hulsey,  William  McCuan,  John  Nicholson,  Bobert  B.  Eichards,  alias 
Bruce  Bussell,  and  Jesse  Story,  while  on  a scout  in  Shannon  and  Oregon 
Counties,  under  Special  Orders,  No.  43,  from  Captain  Murphy,  command- 
ing Post  Houston,  I respectfully  beg  leave  to  report  further,  or  to  ex- 
plain the  report  I made  at  Houston,  on  my  return,  that  William  Hulsey, 
James  Hulsey,  William  McCuan,  anct  Samuel  Jones  were  at  the  house 
of  James  Harris,  eating  breakfast,  when  we  approached  the  house  on  a 
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charge;  hut,  owing  to  the  location  of  the  house,  being  inside  of  a lot  or 
yard  adjoining  a corn-field  on  one  side  and  thick  brush  on  the  other,  we 
could  not  well  surround  it  until  the  men  named  had  discovered  us  and 
attempted  to  escape  through  the  back  yard,  and,  running  some  distance 
under  fire,  were  finally  shot,  except  the  boy  Jones,  who,  instead  of 
attempting  to  get  under  cover  of  the  brush  as  the  others,  took  the  main 
road,  was  pursued  by  2 or  3 men,  mounted,  brought  back  to  the  house, 
and  finally  delivered  up  to  the  commander  of  the  post  here,  as  set  forth 
in  my  former  report. 

In  regard  to  John  Nicholson,  Bruce  Bussell,  and  Jesse  Story,  the  cir- 
cumstances were  similar  to  the  others.  I knew  the  men  were  of  noto- 
rious character  as  horse-thieves  and  house-robbers ; I knew  they  were 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  I was  looking  carefully  for  them,  when  we 
came  upon  them  at  the  house  of  Nicholson,  which  was  a double  log- 
house  with  three  outside  doors,  through  which  they  attempted  to  escape, 
and  were  shot,  running.  Nicholson  had  gone  more  than  half  a mile 
before  we  got  him. 

In  regard  to  the  burning  of  the  houses,  I beg  leave  to  state  that  many 
of  the  buildings  were  vacant  huts  or  cabins,  used  as  camping  places  and 
quarters  for  the  bushwhackers;  many  of  them  located  in  secret  places  in 
the  hills  and  ravines  of  that  broken  country.  The  others,  from  the  dying 
confessions  of  Boush,  and  positive  evidence  derived  from  other  sources, 
were  the  houses  and  rendezvous  of  the  men  actually  engaged  in  burn- 
ing Houston  and  West  Plains. 

In  conclusion,  I take  the  liberty  to  say  that  these  things  were  done 
by  my  sanction  and  order,  and  that  I have  acted  throughout  as  I felt  it 
my  duty  to  do  under  the  circumstances,  being  an  officer  of  the  United 
States,  and  knowing,  as  I do,  that  these  men  (with  others)  have  mur- 
dered loyal  citizens  at  their  own  homes,  viz,  Wilson  Smith,  of  Spring 
Valley;  that  they  captured  N.  P.  Hackwith  and  Graham,  while  scout- 
ing for  this  post,  carried  them  to  Jack’s  Fork,  and  murdered  them,  where 
they  are  now  buried ; that  they  have  stolen  and  burned  Government 
property,  and  also  that  whilst  I was  endeavoring  to  live  a peaceable  cit- 
izen of  the  county,  they  have  hunted  me  like  a wild  beast  and  tried  to 
kill  me  for  my  principles,  and  that  were* I again  placed  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances I would  do  as  I have  done. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  W.  BOYD, 

j First  Lieut.  Co.  2,  Sixth  Prov.  Regt.  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 

Captain  Lovell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


NOVEMBER  7-13,  1863. — Expedition  from  Fayetteville  to  Frog  Bayou 
Ark.,  and  skirmishes  (9th)  near  Huntsville  and  (10th)  near  Kingston. 

Report  of  Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison , First  Arkansas  Cavalry  ( Union). 

Fayetteville,  Ark.,  November  13,  1863. 
General  : The  following  report  of  my  late  expedition  in  pursuit  of 
the  rebel  Colonel  Brooks  is  respectfully  submitted : 

On  the  morning  of  the  7 th  instant,  I received  an  order  from  Brigadier- 
General  McNeil,  commanding  District  of  the  Frontier,  a copy  of  which 
is  herewith  transmitted. 

From  the  tenor  of  this  letter  I felt  assured  that  General  McNeil  was 
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not  thoroughly  informed  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  Brooks  or  his  strength. 
I had  ascertained  from  reliable  sources  that  on  the  4th  instant  Brooks 
was  encamped  near  Yellville,  Marion  County,  Arkansas,  on  Crooked 
Creek,  with  1,200  men,  about  700  of  whom  were  either  poorly  armed  or 
wholly  unarmed,  and  were  conscripts  from  Northwestern  Arkansas,  in 
whom  no  dependence  could  be  placed.  The  remaining  500,  constituting 
the  commands  of  Colonel  Stirman  and  Captain  Brown  (commanding  a 
battalion),  were  well  armed,  well  drilled,  w'ell  clothed,  and  efficient 
troops.  (This  account  is  perfectly  corroborated  by  prisoners  since  cap- 
tured.) 

In  pursuance  of  this  information,  I moved  the  mounted  men  of  my 
command,  an  aggregate  of  412  men,  with  two  12-pounder  mountain 
howitzers,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  instant,  in  the  direction  of  Crooked 
Creek.  On  the  evening  of  the  8th,  I encamped  near  Huntsville,  where 
I detached  Company  A,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  to  move  north  bn  War 
Eagle  Fiver,  in  search  of  some  bushwhackers,  reported  to  be  in  that 
direction.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  while  crossing  a mountain  9 
miles  east  of  Huntsville,  while  waiting  for  my  rear  guard  to  come  up 
with  the  train,  I learned  from  citizens  that  Brooks  left  Yellville  on  the 
7th,  with  his  whole  command  ; that  he  was  moving  in  the  direction  of 
Huntsville ; that  he  encamped  at  Osage,  12  miles  east  of  me  on  the 
previous  evening,  and  that  he  wTas  to  cross  the  mountain  at  12  m.  It 
being  11.30  a.  m.,  I immediately  deployed  my  advance  guard  as  skir- 
mishers, dismounted  my  main  column,  and  moved  it  forward  with  the 
howitzers,  and  sent  messengers  to  hurry  up  the  rear  guard  and  train. 
Before  these  arrangements  had  been  completed,  my  advance  skirmishers 
were  attacked  by  the  enemy,  and  repulsed,  though  with  a loss  to  the  en- 
emy of  1 killed,  several  wounded,  and  1 lieutenant  (William  Mayes)  cap- 
tured (by  Ensign  Wilkes,  Company  L,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry).  Five 
rounds  of  spherical  case  from  the  howitzers  and  three  rounds  of  Minie 
balls  from  our  main  line  caused  the  enemy  to  retreat  in  great  disorder 
across  King’s  Fiver,  toward  Carrollton.  As  soon  as  led  horses  and  train 
could  be  brought  up,  I pursued.  At  dark  he  appeared  to  have  divided 
his  forces,  and  I was  obliged  to  make  camp.  Before  daybreak  on  the  next 
morning,  learning  that  his  whole  force  had  again  concentrated  in  the  di- 
rection of  Kingston,  I pursued,  over  a mountain  road.  At  an  hour  after 
sunrise  I found  and  attacked  him  in  camp,  1 mile  below  Kingston,  rout- 
ing and  driving  him  from  his  breakfast  in  twenty-five  minutes.  Here 
I used  five  shells  from  the  howitzers.  Six  miles  south  of  this,  on  the 
Clarksville  road,  he  was  so  hard  pressed  that  he  made  a stand  at  the 
ascent  of  the  mountain,  and  disputed  our  passage.  My  advance  engaged 
him  until  the  howitzers  came  up,  when  lie  again  retreated  southward. 
I again  came  up  with  him,  14  miles  farther  south,  after  sunset,  where  he 
made  a stand  at  the  descent  of  the  mountain.  It  being  quite  dark  before 
my  main  column  could  arrive  and  be  deployed,  and  the  enemy  having 
again  divided,  a portion  going  toward  Clarksville  and  a portion  in  an 
easterly  direction,  I made  camp,  and  sent  out  parties  to  obtain  informa- 
tion. After  midnight  I learned  that  he  had  again  concentrated,  and 
moved  toward  Scully ville.  At  noon  of  the  11th,  I halted  to  feed 
horses  and  issue  rations,  neither  men  nor  horses  having  eaten  a mouth- 
ful for  thirty  hours.  Arriving  at  the  Morgan  Buck  place,  22  miles  south 
of  Fayetteville,  I found  that  the  enemy  had  moved  all  night ; had  fed 
horses  there  (the  only  time  in  67  miles’  travel),  and  had  turned  to  the 
left,  crossing  Frog  Bayou  Mountain,  and  at  1 p.  m.  were  moving  at  a 
rapid  pace  down  Frog  Bayou  Fiver,  toward  Therikyl’s  Ferry,  on  the 
Arkansas. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  I detached  Oapt.  J.  I.  Worthington, 
with  one  howitzer  and  136  men,  composed  of  53  of  the  Second  Kansas 
Cavalry,  and  the  remainder  of  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  to  pursue 
over  the  mountain  to  the  river.  All  of  my  officers  and  men  deserve  praise 
for  their  gallant  conduct  and  eagerness  to  engage  the  enemy.  Capt. 
Joseph  S.  Kobb,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  who  led  the  advance ; Lieu- 
tenant [P.]  Cosgrove,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  who,  with  his  brave  boys, 
charged  the  enemy  at  the  bluff  south  of  Kingston  $ Chaplain  [R.]  North, 
who  encouraged  the  men  by  his  presence  and  cheering  words ; Majors 
Fitch  and  [T.  J.]  Hunt,  who  were  always  where  danger  was  thickest ; 
Sergeant  [W.  R.J  Wilks,  Company  L,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  who  ad- 
vanced from  his  own  line  to  within  20  paces  of  the  enemy,  and  captured 
Lieutenant  Mayes  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and  Private  Hugh  Cook, 
Company  L,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  who  stood  his  ground  at  Kingston 
alone  against  8 of  the  enemy  until  the  column  came  to  his  assistance,  all 
deserve  especial  mention.  I met  with  no  loss  during  the  scout,  either 
in  killed,  wounded,  or  prisoners.  I captured  from  the  enemy  2 lieuten- 
ants and  15  enlisted  men.  His  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  not  known, 
and  is  variously  reported  by  citizens.  The  hurry  of  the  pursuit  pre- 
vented the  ascertaining  of  the  facts.  Five  out  of  7 Federal  prisoners  in 
the  hands  of  Brooks  escaped  during  his  retreat. 

November  16,  1863. — Maj.  Ezra  Fitch,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  re- 
turned this  morning  from  pursuing  Brooks  to  the  mouth  of  Frog  Bayou 
River,  where  he  crossed  his  men  in  great  hurry  and  confusion  on  the 
morning  of  November  12,  before  daybreak.  Lieutenant  Inks,  com- 
manding a detachment  of  Brown’s  command,  which  has  been  stationed 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Cane  Hill  for  some  time,  crossed  on  the  morning 
of  the  14th  near  the  mouth  of  Frog  Bayou.  Prisoners  returned  report 
the  rebels  much  frightened  and  demoralized,  and  short  of  provisions, 
not  having  had  any  flour  or  bread  for  seven  days  previous  to  crossiug 
the  river ; no  meat  for  two  and  a half  days,  and  no  salt  for  more  than 
a month  ; that  they  made  no  camp,  and  halted  only  twice  to  feed  from 
the  time  they  were  first  attacked,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  to  the 
morning  of  the  12th,  when  they  crossed  the  river.  No  organized  band 
of  rebels  is  known  to  be  now  in  Northwestern  Arkansas. 

I remain,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  LA  RUE  HARRISON, 

Colonel  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  Volunteers , Commanding. 

Brigadier- General  Sanborn, 

Commanding  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri. 

[P.  S.] — Brooks’  command  represented  four  regiments,  and  the  follow- 
ing officers  were  known  to  have  crossed  with  him  : Col.  W.  H.  Brooks, 
commanding ; Colonel  Peel,  Colonel  Stirman,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rey- 
nolds, Captain  Brown,  commanding  battalion,  and  the  notorious  J.  M. 
Ingraham. 

M.  LA  RUE  HARRISON, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Frontier, 

Fort  Smith , Ark.,  November  5,  1863. 

Col.  M.  La  Rue  Harrison, 

Commanding  at  Fayetteville , Ark.  : 

Colonel  : You  will,  on  receipt  of  this,  move  squadrons  of  your  regi- 
ment to  make  an  aggregate  of  from  200  to  250  men  and  your  howitzer 
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section,  with  fall  supply  of  ammunition,  say  107  rounds  to  the  gun,  in 
pursuit  of  Brooks,  now  north  of  the  Arkansas  River.  About  the  same 
sized  command  will  move  from  Van  Buren  to-morrow,  and  are  instructed 
to  drive  him  in  your  direction.  I do  not  think  he  can  have  more  than 
400  men,  and  those  very  inferior  and  much  demoralized.  He  must  be 
found,  attacked,  and  destroyed. 

The  force  from  Van  Buren  is  directed  to  scour  the  country  contiguous 
to  Mulberry  Creek  and  toward  Ozark. 

I am  scouring  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  this  is  part  of  my  pro- 
gramme to  redeem  the  Slate  of  Arkansas.  I think  I can  rely  on  your 
active  and  zealous  co-operation. 

We  shall  have  the  wires  at  Yan  Buren  to-morrow,  I am  told,  and  the 
first  use  I make  of  them  will  be  to  inform  Major-General  Schofield  that 
I assume  command  of  all  the  troops  in  this  district,  and  that  I have  di- 
rected you  to  report  to  me. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  McNEIL, 


Brigadier - General , Commanding. 


NOVEMBER  10-18,  1863. — Expedition  from  Benton  to  Mount  Ida,  Ark., 
and  skirmish  (11th)  at  Caddo  Gap. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  C.  Caldwell , Third  Iowa  Cavalry , com- 
manding First  Brigade , Cavalry  Division. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division, 

Benton , Arlc.,  November  18, 1863. 

Lieutenant  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  result  of  the  recent 
cavalry  expedition  undertaken  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  Major- 
General  Steele. 

I left  this  post  with  my  command  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant ; 
halted  that  night  near  Hot  Springs.  The  next  day  I marched  by  the  way 
of  Hot  Springs,  on  the  Murfreesborough  road,  through  Clark  County, 
to  a point  within  18  miles  of  Murfreesborough.  At  this  point  a prisoner 
was  captured,  who  informed  me  that  Major  Witherspoon,  of  the  rebel 
cavalry,  with  a detachment  of  his  command,  was  encamped  12  miles 
from  me,  on  the  Fort  Smith  and  Washington  road. 

Although  I had  already  marched  40  miles,  I determined  to  strike  this 
force  at  once,  lest  they  might  get  information  of  my  presence  in  the 
country  and  escape  me. 

I accordingly  selected  125  men,  under  command  of  Captain  [J.]  Baird, 
of  the  First  Missouri  Cavalry,  accompanied  by  my  adjutant,  Lieutenant 
[W.  T.]  Hamilton,  and  sent  them  forward  rapidiy,  guided  by  the  pris- 
oner whom  we  had  taken,  with  orders  to  charge  into  the  rebel  camp 
and  give  them  no  time  to  form  or  make  any  resistance.  My  orders  were 
obeyed ; the  rebel  pickets  were  run  down,  and  the  first  intimation  the 
rebels  had  of  the  presence  of  my  men  was  when  they  charged  right  into 
their  camp,  guided  by  the  light  of  their  camp-fires,  and  opened  a volley 
on  them.  The  rebels,  wild  with  fright,  fled  into  the  woods,  in  some  in- 
stances without  other  covering  than  their  shirts.  The  underbrush  and 
woods  and  the  darkness  of  the  night  prevented  any  successful  pursuit 
of  the  fugitives, 
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Major  [J.  L.]  Witherspoon  himself,  1 captain,  2 lieutenants,  together 
with  10  privates,  and  all  their  horses,  horse  equipments,  arms,  camp 
equipage,  and  transportation,  were  captured.  The  transportation  and 
camp  equipage  were  burned.  The  firing  in  camp  caused  many  horses 
to  break  loose,  and  in  the  darkness  of  the  night  they  could  not  be  found, 
but  not  a single  rebel  got  away  with  his  horse. 

At  this*  point  I sent  out  all  the  loyal  men  of  that  region  then  with  me 
to  notify  the  loyal  men  who  were  in  the  mountains  to  meet  me  at  Caddo 
Gap,  which  point  I determined  to  take  possession  of  and  hold  till  these 
people  would  join  me.  Accordingly,  on  the  12th  instant,  I marched  up 
to  the  gap,  where  I left  part  of  my  command  to  hold  that  position,  and 
with  the  balance  I hurried  forward  to  Mount  Ida,  expecting  to  surprise 
and  capture  a small  rebel  force  garrisoned  at  that  place.  When  near 
the  place,  I learned  that  a Federal  force  from  Waldron,  being  part  of  a 
column  which  had  come  from  Fort  Smith  to  Waldron,  had  on  the  day 
previous  been  in  Mount  Ida,  and  that  the  rebels,  learning  of  their  ap- 
proach, had  fled  precipitately,  abandoning  their  camp  equipage  and 
transportation,  which,  together  with  the  house  in  which  the  rebels  bar- 
racked, our  forces  from  Waldron  burned.  I remained  at  Mount  Ida  until 
the  evening  of  the  14th  instant. 

While  at  Mount  Ida  I caused  the  roads  leading  to  Fort  Smith,  Wal- 
dron,  Dardanelle,  and  Little  Eock  to  be  patrolled  for  a distance  of  15 
miles,  and  scoured  the  country  in  every  direction  for  a like  distance,  and 
in  this  way  picked  up  a good  many  straggling  rebel  soldiers,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  several  leading  guerrillas  of  that  country,  who  have 
been  prominent  and  taken  an  active  part  in  robbing,  persecuting,  im- 
prisoning, and  hanging  Union  men.  I have  caused  the  names  of  these 
guerrillas,  with  a statement  of  their  crimes  and  the  witnesses  by  whom 
the  facts  can  be  proved,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  provost-marshal-general ; 
and  on  behalf  of  the  loyal  men  of  that  country,  and  for  the  sake  of 
justice  and  humanity,  I beg  that  those  men  be  not  treated  as  prisoners 
of  war  and  exchanged,  but  that  they  be  turned  over  to  a military  com- 
mission, and  tried,  convicted,  and  executed  for  the  many  inhuman  and 
horrid  crimes  they  have  committed. 

On  the  evening  of  the  14th  instant,  that  part  of  my  command  left  at 
Caddo  Gap  reached  me,  together  with  nearly  300  loyal  men,  who  had 
come  from  the  surrounding  mountains  to  join  the  Federal  Army.  It  is 
true  that  in  this  number  there  are  a few  who  did  not  come  to  enter  the 
service,  but  they  are  old,  gray -headed  men,  who  are  compelled  to  flee 
their  homes  to  save  themselves  from  being  hanged  by  the  rebels.  These 
people  who  came  out  with  me  are  hardy,  vigorous,  and  resolute  men  ,* 
they  represent  every  trade,  pursuit,  and  profession  of  life,  and  in  intel- 
ligence and  appearance  are  equal  to  the  same  number  of  men  in  any 
country. 

As  soon  as  these  loyal  men  reached  my  camp,  they  were  furnished 
with  arms,  which  had  been  taken  along  for  that  purpose,  and  put  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Arnold,  a resident  of  that  region,  and  whom 
I understand  has  been  commissioned  to  raise  a regiment  from  the  loyal 
men  of  that  county.  Colonel  Arnold  and  his  men  were  on  duty  day 
and  night.  Every  part  of  that  county  was  visited  by  Colonel  Arnold 
in  person  or  by  his  scouts.  While  out  one  night  gathering  in  the  loyal 
men,  Colonel  Arnold,  with  17  men,  came  upon  23  rebels  in  camp,  charged 
on  them,  killed  4,  captured  7,  and  drove  the  rest  in  confusion  to  the 
woods,  capturing  all  their  camp  equipage  and  arms  and  10  horses,  and 

48  R R— YOL  XXII,  PT  i 


754  MO.,  ARK.,  ICANS  , IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [CriAr.  XXXIV. 

retook  8 Union  men  whom  the  rebels  held  as  prisoners,  and  some  of  whom 
they  were  about  to  hang. 

From  Mount  Ida  I marched  on  the  direct  road  to  this  place,  halting 
one  night  at  Cedar  Glades  and  one  night  at  Cunningham’s,  the  point 
where  the  Hot  Springs,  Danville,  and  Perryville  roads  intersect  the 
Mount  Ida  and  Little  Rock  road.  Ten  miles  east  of  Cedar  Glades  my 
advance  guard  came  upon  a rebel  company,  charged  them,  killed  2, 
wounded  others,  and  captured  30  horses  and  horse  equipments  and 
20  guns. 

In  a mountain  pass,  1 mile  east  of  Cunningham’s,  bushwhackers,  con- 
cealed behind  rocks  in  the  mountains,  fired  on  the  head  of  my  column, 
and  then  fled  rapidly  over  the  mountains  and  escaped. 

My  casualties  on  the  expedition  were  3 men  of  the  First  Missouri 
Volunteer  Cavalry  seriously  wounded. 

My  line  of  march  took  me  through  the  counties  of  Hot  Spring,  Clark, 
Pike,  Polk,  and  Montgomery.  My  scouts,  under  the  command  and  di- 
rection of  Colonel  Arnold,  went  into  Hempstead  and  Sevier  Counties. 

The  great  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  country  through 
which  1 marched  are  soundly  loyal.  They  occupy  the  mountainous  dis- 
tricts in  the  counties  named,  and  from  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion 
they  have  never  faltered  in  their  devotion  to  the  old  flag. 

Every  conceivable  means  has  been  used  to  force  these  loyal  men 
into  the  rebel  service;  they  have  been  hung  by  scores ; they  have  been 
hunted  down  with  bloodhounds  by  the  slaveholding  rebels  of  Red  River 
Valley ; they  have  been  robbed  of  their  property,  chained  and  impris- 
oned, yet  amidst  all  this  persecution  and  suffering  these  people  stood  out, 
and  everywhere  I went  through  their  country  they  greeted  my  column 
with  shouts  of  joy.  There  are  several  hundred  more  loyal  men  in  the 
same  region  of  country,  but  farther  south,  who  are  anxiously  waiting 
for  an  opportunity  to  get  out  of  the  rebel  lines  and  enlist  in  our  service. 

I cheerfully  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  Colonel  Arnold.  His 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  country,  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  people, 
energy  and  courage,  enabled  him,  with  the  assistance  of  his  men,  to  keep 
me  constantly  advised  of  the  movements  and  position  of  the  enemy. 

My  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  Lieutenant  [W.  T.]  Hamilton, 
served  me  most  ably  and  faithfully  day  and  night,  and  officers  and  men, 
without  a single  exception,  behaved  admirably  on  the  whole  trip. 

I subsisted  my  men,  as  far  as  practicable,  on  the  country,  and  sup- 
plied myself  liberally  with  forage,  horses,  and  mules  whenever  wanted, 
but  I was  always  careful  to  see  that  secessionists  supplied  me  with  these 
wants,  and  that  they  were  taken  in  an  orderly  manner. 

It  is  due  to  my  command  to  say  that  not  a single  private  house  was 
entered  by  a soldier  on  the  whole  trip  except  for  a legitimate  purpose, 
under  direction  of  a commissioned  officer  or  upon  invitation  of  the  oc- 
cupant, and  not  a cent’s  worth  of  property  was  taken  which  it  was  not 
legitimate  or  proper  to  take. 

I am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  CALDWELL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  First  Brigade. 

Lieut.  A.  S.  Montgomery, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Car  airy  Dir.,  Little  Boclc. 
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NOVEMBER  10-18,  1863. — Expedition  from  Springfield,  Mo.,  to  Huntsville, 
Carrollton,  and  Berry  ville,  Ark.,  and  skirmishes. 

Report  of  Maj.  Austin  A.  King , Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  First  Battalion  Sixth  M.  S.  M.  Cavalry, 

Springfield  Mo.,  November  18,  1863. 

General  : In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  231,  Headquarters 
Southwestern  District  of  Missouri,  dated  November  10,  1863, 1 left 
Springfield,  in  command  of  200  men,  Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cav- 
alry and  Eleventh  Missouri  Volunteer  Cavalry.  Marched  to  Linden  ; 
thence  southeast  to  Forsyth,  where  I left  my  train ; thence  south,  across 
White  River,  to  Carrollton,  Ark.,  killing  1 guerrilla  on  the  way  and  cap- 
turiug  2 prisoners ; thence  1 moved  southwest  to  the  vicinity  of  Hunts- 
ville, capturing  2 prisoners ; thence  north,  in  direction  of  Berry  ville,  at 
which  place  I captured  2 prisoners 5 thence  north  to  King’s  River.  En 
route  came  upon  a small  band  of  guerrillas,  killing  2,  and  wounding  1 
citizen,  who  ran,  and  refused  to  stop  when  halted.  Continued  to  march 
north  across  White  River  and  up  Roaring  River.  Detached  one  squad- 
ron, under  Lieutenant  [C.]  Finley,  Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 
to  move  northeast  through  the  country  in  search  of  bands  reported  in 
that  vicinity ; he  has  not  yet  reported.  With  main  command  I moved 
up  Flat  Creek  to  its  head ; thence  to  this  post. 

From  information  obtained,  I learned  that  Brooks  had  been  on  Roll- 
ing Prairie  with  about  600  men,  but  had  crossed  the  mountains,  and  had 
likely  gone  south  of  the  Arkansas  River.  The  country  is  comparatively 
quiet ; forage  and  subsistence  very  scarce.  The  disposition  of  all  armed 
rebels  appears  to  be  to  get  south  as  fast  as  possible. 

I had  1 man  wounded  (accidentally) ; sent  him  to  Cassville.  The  pris- 
oners I turned  over  to  provost-marshal  at  this  post,  with  descriptive 
rolls  of  same ; horses  I turned  over  to  Lieut.  A.  T.  Baubie,  regimental 
quartermaster  Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  and  obtained  re- 
ceipts for  same.  Marched  eight  days $ distance,  200  miles. 

Awaiting  further  orders,  I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

AUSTIN  A.  KING,  Jr., 

Major  Sixth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry , Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Sanborn, 

Commanding  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri. 


NOVEMBER  — , 1863.— Expedition  into  Arkansas,  and  skirmish. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Colly  B.  Holland , Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 

Headquarters  in  the  Field, 

North  Fork,  November  16,  1863. 

General  : I have  just  arrived  here  from  a scout  into  Arkansas,  hav- 
ing received  information  that  there  was  a camp  of  rebels  below  Salem, 
and  determined  to  break  them  up.  I started  with  400  men,  and  arriv- 
ing near  them,  I learned  they  had  moved  up  this  way,  and  Colonel  Love 
was  concentrating  for  a move  into  Missouri.  We  met  with  small  par- 
ties, killed  14  and  have  6 prisoners,  routing  the  remainder,  who,  I 
think,  fell  back  to  Calico  Rock. 
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1 shall  soon  move  south,  crossing  White  River  at  Buffalo  City,  and 
will  move  in  the  direction  of  Crooked  Creek,  southeast  of  Yellville, 
unless  circumstances  make  it  necessary  to  change  my  course. 

Am  short  of  rations ; have  to  employ  part  of  the  men  to  procure  pro- 
visions. Will  send  wagons  back. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  B.  HOLLAED, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 

Brigadier-General  Sanborn. 


NOVEMBER,  13, 1863. — Skirmish  at  Mount  Ida,  Ark. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  McNeil , U.  S.  Army. 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  November  18,  1803. 

General  : Captains  [J.  R.]  Vanderpool  and  [G.  W.  R.]  Smith,  of 
Colonel  [J.  M.]  Johnson’s  command,  stationed  at  Waldron,  with  100  men 
attacked  Bankhead’s  camp,  at  Mount  Ida,  on  the  13th,  killing  and 
wounding  several,  and  taking  prisoners  Major  Moulton,  of  Clarkton, 
and  8 or  10  men.  They  captured  10,000  rounds  of  ammunition,  15,000 
pounds  of  bacon,  and  a room  full  of  flour,  which  they  destroyed.  This 
raid  was  a complete  success,  routing  and  driving  an  enemy  of  ten  times 
their  number  5 miles  beyond  Mount  Ida,  and  scattering  them  through 
the  country.  Marmaduke  is  at  Washington,  having  just  returned 
from  Pine  Bluff.  He  has  4,000  men  and  seventeen  pieces  of  artillery. 
Price  is  scattered  from  Washington  to  Camden,  with  about  10,000  in- 
fantry. 

JOHN  McNEIL, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Schofield. 


NOVEMBER  14-17,  1863. — Expedition  from  Helena,  Ark. 

Report  of  Maj.  Eagleton  Carmichael , Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Helena,  Ark.,  November  17,  1863. 
Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  an  expedition 
under  my  command,  November  14,  1863 1 

On  Saturday,  November  14,  at  4.30  o’clock,  I left  Helena  on  board  the 
steamer  Hamilton  Belle,  and  landed  at  Delta,  Miss.,  at  6 o’clock  the  same 
day,  arriving  at  Friar’s  Point  at  7 o’clock,  and  found  nothing  of  impor- 
tance. The  night  being  such  that  the  boat  commander  thought  it  dan- 
gerous to  run,  we  lay  up  for  the  night.  On  the  next  morning  (Novem- 
ber 15),  1 left  at  daylight.  The  boat  landed  at  Island  Sixty-three, 
putting  some  passengers  off.  From  there  we  x>roceeded  down  to  the  foot 
of  Island  Sixty-five,  where  we  disembarked,  at  Gillen’s  wood-yard  ; got 
a prisoner  at  Gillen’s  house,  by  the  name  of  Dyer,  belonging  to  the  Third 
Arkansas  Cavalry,  Company  F,  and  with  him  one  horse  and  equip- 
ments, with  some  mail  matter  of  no  importance.  On  the  shore  near  here 
I captured  a commissary  sergeant,  of  [Casteel’s?]  company,  and  a negro 
man,  one  having  a mule  and  the  other  a horse ; no  arms.  From  here  I 
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went  back  2 miles  on  the  road  from  Simms’  to  McKee’s  (Casteel’s  old 
camping  ground),  and  found  nothing.  I then  returned  to  Gillen’s  wood- 
yard.  I here  sent  for  the  negro  to  the  boat,  and  by  threats  and  persua- 
sion induced  him  to  guide  me  to  their  camps.  I had  to  take  a circuitous 
route  through  cane-brakes,  &c.,  in  order  to  reach  their  camp  without 
their  apprisal.  I struck  the  road  within  3 miles  of  their  camp,  and  at 
the  same  time  came  upon  8 men,  who  were  on  their  way  to  relieve  a 
picket  post.  We  then  had  a running  skirmish  with  these,  killing  3 of 
them,  mortally  wounding  1,  and  capturing  1,  the  other  3 making  good 
their  escape.  We  then  came  upon  their  camps,  only  a few  of  them  being 
in  camp,  the  balance  being  out  foraging.  W^e  here  captured  3 men,  1 
of  whom  was  wounded ; killed  4,  and  think  there  were  several  others 
wounded.  I found  in  their  camp  a lot  of  provisions,  horse  equipments, 
all  their  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  &c.,  all  of  which  I had  completely 
destroyed,  with  a lot  of  shotguns.  I also  captured  in  their  camp  a lot 
of  horses  and  mules.  I then  sent  a party  about  a half  mile  distant, 
to  a house  where  I learned  their  ammunition  was  stored,  with  a lot  of 
arms  and  forage  that  had  been  collected  there  for  their  use.  They  found 
about  4,000  rounds  of  cartridges,  a number  of  shotguns,  quite  a quan- 
tity of  forage,  &c.,  all  of  which  they  destroyed.  From  their  camp  I then 
returned  to  the  main  road  leading  to  the  river.  I found  their  pickets 
about  5 miles  from  their  camp,  on  this  line.  About  8 miles  below  Gil- 
len’s, at  the  foot  of  Islands  Sixty-seven  and  Sixty-eight,  owing  to  my 
having  to  approach  their  pickets  through  an  open  field,  they  discovered 
us  and  fled,  some  up  and  some  down  the  river.  We  killed  one  of  their 
horses,  captured  another,  and  supposed  that  some  were  wounded.  It 
being  now  nearly  dark,  they  made  their  escape.  The  advance,  upon 
approaching  the  residence  of  Dr.  Monroe,  discovered  some  men  run- 
ning from  there,  supposed  to  be  soldiers.  I found  at  Dr.  Monroe’s 
house  Dr.  Monroe,  R.  C.  Flournoy,  and  T.  B.  Warfield.  I released  Flour- 
noy and  Warfield,  and  brought  the  doctor  with  me,  appearances  being 
that  he  was  giving  aid  to  the  enemy.  I then  returned  to  Gillen’s 
Landing  without  further  discoveries.  We  here  encamped  for  the  night. 
On  the  following  morning  (November  1G)  we  re-embarked  on  board  the 
Hamilton  Belle.  After  we  had  got  under  way,  it  was  discovered  that 
one  of  her  boilers  was  leaking  badly,  and  after  a tedious  run  we  reached 
the  foot  of  Sixty-three.  I there  went  on  board  the  steamboat  Cheek, 
and  found  that  things  looked  suspicious  on  board,  and  found  or  thought 
that  she  was  violating  Orders,  No.  57.  I arrested  the  crew,  and  had  them 
tow  the  Hamilton  Belle  up  to  Helena.  I arrested  a man  on  board  named 
Miffleton,  who  is  supposed  to  be  an  agent  of  Weaver  (cotton  specu- 
lator), supposed  to  be  engaged  in  hunting  negroes  down  with  blood- 
hounds. 

I brought  back  with  me,  and  turned  over  to  the  post  quartermaster, 
16  horses,  8 mules,  some  harness,  and  a number  of  old  saddles,  blankets, 
and  bridles.  I also  ordered  to  be  turned  over  to  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment 5 carbines  and  3 shot-guns. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  Capt.  T.  C.  Meatyard,  for  the 
efficient  service  he  rendered  during  the  expedition.  While  the  skirmish 
was  going  on,  he  was  in  the  hottest  of  the  fight,  firing  over  a dozen  shots 
at  the  rebels,  and,  in  my  opinion,  made  them  tell  severely. 

The  above  is  respectfullv  submitted. 

E.  CARMICHAEL, 

Major , Commanding  Expedition. 

Brig.  Gen.  N.  B.  Buford, 

Commanding  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 
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NOVEMBER  19,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Dr.  Green’s  farm,  near  Lawrenceville, 

Ark. 

Report  of  Col.  Jonathan  Richmond , One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Illi- 
nois Infantry. 

Devall’s  Bluff,  Ark.,  November  20, 1863. 

Sir  : Major  [W.  J.]  Teed,  in  command  of  Eighth  Missouri  Cavalry 
detachment,  lias  just  returned  from  a scout  to  Lawrenceville.  He  re- 
ports that  he  attacked  Major  Cocke’s  forces,  8 miles  west  of  Lawrence- 
ville, on  the  farm  of  Dr.  Green,  on  yesterday  morning,  about  7 o’clock, 
killing  4 men,  who  were  left  on  the  field,  and  took  1 prisoner.  Citi- 
zens report  Major  Cocke  killed  5 also  Lieutenant  McBride,  but  the  major 
cannot  vouch  for  its  being  correct.  He  also  brought  in  Lieutenant  Sut- 
ton, of  Captain  Edmonson’s  company.  One  horse  killed  was  the  only 
loss  we  sustained.  Captured  and  destroyed  cooking  utensils,  prov- 
ender, &c. 

J.  RICHMOND, 
Colonel , Commanding  Post. 

Lieut.  George  O.  Sokalski, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


NOVEMBER  21,  1863. — Affair  at  Jacksonport,  Ark. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  G.  Black,  Third  Missouri  Cavalry. 

No.  2. — Maj.  John  A.  Lennon,  Third  Missouri  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  G.  Blade , Third  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Jacksonport,  Ark.,  November  26, 1863. 

Lieutenant  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  my  command 
at  this  point,  on  the  21st  instant. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  Austin,  I found  that  Captain  [C.  E.]  Berry,  com- 
manding a squad  of  Arkansians,  had  left  with  his  command.  I en- 
camped 4 miles  north  of  Austin.  The  next  morning  I sent  forward  an 
order  to  Captain  Berry  to  halt  until  I came  up ; but  he  had  started 
early,  and  was  not  overtaken  until  he  had  encountered  the  enemy  some 
6 miles  in  my  advance.  He  was  fired  upon  from  an  ambush,  wounding 
6 of  his  men  and  1 citizen.  Captain  Berry  retreated  until  he  met  my 
advance,  which  immediately  charged  the  rebels,  killing  3 and  wounding 
several. 

I moved  on  to  Bayou  Des  Arc,  where  I found  them  posted  in  brush 
and  high  weeds,  on  the  north  side  of  the  bridge  (the  only  crossing).  Up 
to  this  time  I was  unable  to  get  any  correct  information  of  their  num- 
bers. I therefore  threw  a few  shell  into  the  brush,  which  started  them 
from  their  ambush.  I immediately  crossed  my  men  over  and  pursued 
them;  they  scattered  through  the  brush  in  all  directions,  General  McRae, 
with  a squad,  goingthrongli  the  woods  in  an  easterly  direction.  I pur- 
sued them  until  dark,  and  went  into  camp  near  Searcy. 
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November  19,  learning  that  McRae  had  crossed  White  River  below 
the  mouth  of  Red  River,  I resumed  the  march. 

[November]  21,  I sent  a battalion  forward,  under  Major  Lennon,  to 
secure  the  boat  at  this  place.  There  were  100  rebels,  under  Shaver,  en- 
camped near  here;  some  of  them  in  town. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  our  men  on  the  opposite  bank,  the  rebels  fired  at 
them  and  made  a rush  for  the  ferry-boat,  which  was  upon  the  Jackson- 
port  side,  but  the  fire  of  our  men  being  too  hot  for  them,  they  fell  back 
under  cover  of  the  houses.  Sergeant  [J.  J.]  Hiles  and  Corporal  [J.  H.] 
Yeldell,  of  Company  C,  Third  Missouri  Volunteer  Cavalry,  volunteered 
to  cross  in  a yawl  and  row  the  ferry-boat  over,  which  they  did,  under 
the  enemy’s  fire.  The  boat  was  immediately  loaded  with  men  and 
crossed,  and  the  enemy  driven  out  of  town,  wounding  3 of  them,  as  I 
have  since  learned.  One  battalion  was  crossed  that  evening.  Repairs 
being  necessary  to  the  ferry,  I did  not  cross  the  remainder  of  the  com- 
mand until  next  day  (22d). 

Much  credit  is  due  Major  [J.  A.]  Lennon  for  the  energetic  manner  in 
which  he  conducted  the  crossing  under  the  enemy’s  fire.  Sergeant 
Hiles  and  Corporal  Yeldell  are  entitled  to  the  highest  praise  for  their 
noble  daring  in  crossing  the  river  in  the  face  of  whizzing  bullets. 

There  are  a great  many  squads  of  rebels  in  the  country,  who  have 
committed  many  depredations,  to  the  annoyance  of  the  citizens.  I have 
not  been  able  to  learn  anything  of  the  whereabouts  of  McRae,  except 
that  he  crossed  to  the  east  side  of  White  River.  In  the  skirmish  with 
McRae  we  captured  6 of  his  men  and  12  horses.  I have  also  captured 
three  caissons  for  12-pounder  guns  (new),  and  am  informed  that  the  guns 
are  secreted  near  here.  A small  stock  of  goods  was  also  captured, 
mostly  boots  and  shoes. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  yours, 

T.  G.  BLACK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Third  Missouri  Cavalry , Commanding  Post. 

Lieut.  George  O.  Sokalski, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Ma j.  John  A.  Lennon , Third  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Missouri  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

Jachsonport , Arfc.,  November  26,  1863. 

Sir  : In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  you,  11  miles  southwest 
of  this  place,  on  the  21st  instant,  I started  for  this  place  to  prevent  the 
destruction  of  the  ferry  by  the  rebels,  with  Squadrons  C and  E,  Cap- 
tain [J.]  Kirkpatrick  commanding,  Company  C being  in  the  advance. 
When  within  three-quarters  of  a mile  from  the  ferry,  the  advance  took 
the  trot,  the  rear  keeping  at  its  proper  distance.  When  within  about 
a quarter  of  a mile,  we  took  the  gallop.  Captain  Kirkpatrick,  being  in 
the  advance,  discovered  a man  under  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  in 
a canoe,  which  he  jiromptly  ordered  to  this  side.  I dismounted  the 
men,  and  placed  them  in  skirmishing  order,  when  commenced  a random 
tiring  with  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  bank.  I then  called  for  volun- 
teers to  man  the  canoe,  to  go  to  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  and 
bring  over  the  ferry.  Sergeant  Hiles,  of  Company  C,  stepped  forward 
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promptly  and  said  he  would  go.  When  he  started,  I found  that  his 
companion  in  the  canoe  was  Corporal  Yeldell,  of  the  same  company. 
They  performed  their  duty  with  coolness  and  a great  deal  of  skill,  for 
which  I desire  to  tender  them  my  thanks.  As  soon  as  the  ferry  touched 
our  side  of  the  river,  Captain  Kirkpatrick,  with  Company  C and  a small 
portion  of  Company  E,  jumped  aboard  and  made  for  the  opposite  shore. 
Feeling  that  my  rear  was  safe,  the  next  load  I sent  Lieutenant  [C.  M.] 
Coan  with  the  remainder  of  Company  E,  except  a few  to  take  care  of 
the  horses.  The  command  was  crossed  just  in  the  nick  of  time  to  pre- 
vent our  passage  across  the  river.  As  soon  as  they  saw  the  array  of 
blue-coats  presented  to  their  view,  they  skedaddled  for  very  life.  The 
officers  and  men  all  performed  their  duty  nobly.  For  one,  I believe 
that  the  Government  has  no  better  fighting  material  than  the  Third 
Missouri  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Hoping  that  the  next  time  we  find  the  enemy  he  will  fight  before  he 
runs,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LENNON, 

Major , Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  G.  Black, 

Third  Missouri  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post. 

P.  S. — If  our  men  would  just  quit  jayhawking,  I believe  that  1 could 
clean  out  the  rebels  of  Arkansas  with  them. 


NOVEMBER  23-29,  1863. — Scouts  from  Houston,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Richard  Murphy , Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Houston , Mo.,  November  30, 1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report, 
required  by  General  Orders,  No.  28,  from  Headquarters  District  of 
Kolia,  for  the  week  ending  November  29,  1863 : 

On  the  23d  instant,  I sent  out  a scout  of  7 men,  under  command  of 
Sergeant  Basket,  Company  I,  Sixth  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  to  pursue 
some  rebels  who  had  the  previous  day  captured  2 of  my  men  (a  report 
of  which  has  been  sent  in).  The  scout  pursued  them  some  30  miles  in 
a southwest  direction,  but,  finding  they  were  far  behind,  they  abandoned 
the  chase  and  returned  to  camp,  having  been  out  two  days. 

On  the  24th,  while  two  of  my  men  were  riding  about  4 miles  from 
camp,  they  were  met  by  what  they  supposed  to  be  three  Federal 
soldiers,  as  they  were  dressed  in  Federal  uniform,  and  one  of  them 
wore  an  officer’s  uniform.  When  they  were  just  in  the  act  of  passing, 
however,  the  three  men  drew  their  revolvers  and  ordered  them  to  sur- 
render, which,  owing  to  the  sunrise  and  the  disadvantage  under  which 
they  labored,  they  were  compelled  to  do.  They  were  taken  to  the 
brush,  deprived  of  their  horses  and  equipments,  arms,  and  clothing, 
with  the  exception  of  their  under-clothing-,  after  which  they  were 
sworn,  and  allowed  to  return  to  camp.  Immediately  upon  learning  of 
the  circumstance,  I sent  out  two  scouts  of  10  men  each,  under  the  re- 
spective commands  of  Lieutenant  [William  C.]  Bangs,  of  Company  D, 
and  Sergeant  [T.  J.]  McDowell,  Company  B,  with  instruction's  to  scout 
the  country  in  every  direction  for  20  miles  around  this  post,  and  ascer- 
tain, if  possible,  the  hiding-places  of  the  bushwhackers. 
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The  scout  under  Lieutenant  Bangs  returned  yesterday,  having  trav- 
ersed the  country  for  20  miles  in  a south-southeast  and  southwest 
direction,  without  having  ascertained  anything  of  their  whereabouts  or 
secret  hiding-places. 

The  scout  under  Sergeant  McDowell  discovered,  about  12  miles  north- 
east from  this  place,  a trail  of  six  horses,  and  it  appearing  fresh  they 
immediately  commenced  pursuit.  After  following  it  some  8 miles  in 
the  direction  of  Big  Piney,  they  suddenly  came  upon  three  bush- 
whackers, at  the  house  of  one  Blankenship.  Upon  discovering  the 
approach  of  my  men,  two  of  the  rebels  succeeded  in  mounting  their 
horses  and  making  good  their  escape.  The  third  (Blankenship)  not 
having  time  to  mount,  took  to  the  brush  on  foot,  hotly  pursued  by  two  of 
the  sergeant’s  party.  Before  reaching  the  brush  he  came  within  range 
of  the  pursuers,  and  two  shots  were  fired  at  him,  both  of  which  took 
effect  in  the  body.  He  succeeded,  however,  in  reaching  the  wood,  and, 
taking  advantage  of  the  trees,  managed  to  protect  himself  for  some 
time.  While  in  this  position  he  raised  his  rifle,  which  he  had  carried 
throughout,  and,  taking  deliberate  aim,  fired,  mortally  wounding  Henry 
J.  Bennison,  private  of  Company  B.  The  next  instant  a volley  was  fired 
at  him  from  the  remainder  of  the  sergeant’s  party,  who  had  arrived,  and 
Blankenship  fell,  pierced  by  at  least  twelve  balls,  either  of  which  would 
have  proved  fatal.  The  wounded  soldier  was  conveyed  to  the  residence 
of  Mr.  Bradford,  near  Licking,  and  died  the  next  day  while  being  con- 
veyed in  the  ambulance  to  this  post,  where  he  could  receive  medical 
treatment. 

The  scout  is  still  out,  and  since  then  has  not  been  heard  from. 

Lieut.  S.  A.  Franklin  returned  yesterday  from  Bolla,  whither  he  had 
gone  on  escort  with  20  men  of  Company  D,  having  been  out  seven  days. 
Nothing  of  importance  transpired  during  the  trip. 

I also  sent  out  a scout  of  8 men  under  command  of  Sergeant  [H.]  Heinze, 
Company  G,  on  the  26th  instant.  They  found,  about  12  miles  west  from 
Houston,  a trail  of  some  seven  horses,  and,  upon  inquiry  at  a house,  they 
were  informed  that  the  trail  was  made  by  three  persons  with  four  led 
horses  and  that  they  were  about  an  hour  behind  them.  They  com- 
menced pursuit,  but  their  progress  was  very  slow,  owing  to  the  mode  of 
travel  of  the  rebels.  They  followed  to  Mountain  Store,  where  they  lost 
the  trail  entirely,  and,  giving  up  the  chase,  returned  to  camp  yesterday. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  MURPHY, 

Captain , Commanding. 

Capt.  J.  Lovell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


NOVEMBER  — , 1863. — Scout  from  Neosho  to  Shoal  and  Turkey  Creeks, 

Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Milton  Burch , Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 
Neosho , November  29,  1863. 

Sir  : For  the  information  of  the  commanding  general,  I report  the 
- success  of  a scout  taken  by  me  with  20  men  to  Jasper  County.  Having 
learned,  a few  days  previous  to  my  starting  out,  of  10  or  15  bushwhackers 
harboring  on  Turkey  Creek,  in  Jasper  County,  about  20  miles  from  this 
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place  (the  weather  being  very  cold),  I thought  it  would  be  a good  time 
to  catch  them,  and  I started. 

I proceeded  on  my  route  about  9 miles,  on  to  the  waters  of  Shoal 
Creek,  and  discovered  a light  in  the  thick  brush,  and  in  the  direction 
that  I knew  the  light  did  not  proceed  from  any  house,  and  I knew  it 
must  be  the  camp-fire  of  guerrillas.  I then  dismounted  my  men,  leav- 
ing a small  force  with  the  horses,  and  I with  the  remainder  started  on 
foot,  proceeding  very  cautiously  to  within  about  200  yards,  and  then 
halted.  I then  sent  Lieut.  John  It.  Kelso  to  reconnoiter  and  ascertain 
the  force  of  the  enemy  and  their  situation.  Lieutenant  Kelso  reported 
that  they  had  a tent,  and,  from  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  there  were 
only  3.  I then,  with  Lieutenant  Kelso  and  3 men  [sic].  Owing  to  the 
dense  thicket  we  had  to  penetrate,  we  thought  that  we  could  slip  up 
and  surprise  with  a small  force  better  than  a large  one,  knowing  if 
there  were  more  rebels  than  we  expected,  the  remaining  portion  of  the 
men  under  my  command  were  in  easy  striking  distance.  We  arrived 
at  the  appointed  place,  the  signal  was  given,  and  we  fired,  killing  2 of 
them,  that  being  all  there  were  there  at  that  time.  Their  names  were 
Martin  Levacy,  of  Lawrence  County,  and  Woods,  given  name  not  known. 
It  was  now  about  10  o’clock  of  the  night,  and  we  pushed  on  for  Turkey 
Creek,  and  arrived  at  one  of  the  places.  When  within  about  a quarter 
of  a mile  of  the  house,  we  again  dismounted,  and  moved  stealthily  on- 
ward toward  the  house,  which  we  succeeded  in  surrounding  before  be- 
ing discovered.  I immediately  hailed  the  inmates  of  the  house,  and 
demanded  a surrender  of  all  the  men  and  arms  there  were  in  the  house. 
After  some  little  delay* occasioned,  I suppose,  in  secreting  one  of  their 
tribe  under  the  floor  of  the  house,  after  they  had  him  put  away  de- 
cently, they  concluded  to  surrender,  and  commenced  handing  their 
arms  out  of  the  window.  The  woman  that  handed  out  the  arms  stated 
that  there  was  only  one  man  in  the  house.  We  went  in  and  arrested  him, 
and  started.  I noticed  a fine  black  overcoat  hanging  in  the  house,  and 
mistrusted  that  there  must  be  another  somewhere.  After  I had  got 
about  40  yards  from  the  house,  I turned  back,  and  asked  the  lady  if  there 
was  not  another  man  somewhere  about  the  house.  She  replied  that  if 
there  was  she  could  not  help  it.  I then  snatched  up  a fire-brand,  and 
was  going  to  dash  it  under  the  floor,  and  poor  Secessia  came  crawling 
out,  saying,  u Here  is  my  arms ; I am  your  prisoner.”  I should  have 
killed  him  then,  but  we  were  close  to  the  rendezvous  of  another  party, 
and  I did  not  want  to  raise  any  alarm,  although  he  justly  deserves 
death,  as  there  are  a good  many  Union  citizens  in  this  portion  of  the 
State  that  are  knowing  to  his  jayhawking  and  shooting  at  good  Union 
men ; in  fact,  from  the  story  of  loyal  citizens  round  this  place,  he  is  a 
perfect  desperado ; his  name  is  Dempster  Lindsay,  formerly  of  Jasper 
County,  of  this  State. 

We  then  proceeded  toward  another  house.  Before  getting  to  the  place, 
we  again  dismounted  and  surrounded  the  house,  as  before,  hailing  in  the 
same  manner.  After  there  was  a light  made  in  the  house,  they  com- 
menced handing  out  their  arms.  One  of  the  rebels  was  up  stairs,  and 
was  going  to  jump  out  of  the  window,  but  was  deterred  by  two  of  my 
men  shooting  at  him,  which  alarmed  some  others  that  were  near,  who 
made  their  escape.  We  captured  3 rebels  at  this  place,  and  recaptured 
a Federal  soldier,  taken  prisoner  by  the  same  party.  He  belongs,  he  says, 
to  the  Fourteenth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  I.  He  was  left,  sick,  by  a 
train  passing  down.  We  succeeded  in  capturing  all  his  arms,  excepting 
a revolver,  together  with  his  horse  and  equipments.  The  alarm  being 


Chap.  XXXIV.]  ATTACK  ON  BLOOMFIELD,  MO.,  ETC.  763 

raised,  and  knowing  that  the  hunt  was  broken  up  for  that  time,  we 
started  back  to  camp,  with  5 rebel  prisoners,  1 Federal  soldier,  and  G 
horses,  belonging  to  the  prisoners  we  captured.  The  prisoners  are  all 
men  of  desperate  character,  being  regular  guerrillas,  that  have  infested 
and  been  a terror  to  all  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  Southwest. 

I subscribe  myself,  your  obedient  servant, 

MILTON  BUECH, 

Capt.,  Com’dg  Detachment  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


NOVEMBER  29-30,  1863. — Attack  on  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  and  pursuit  of  the 
Confederates  to  Brown’s  Ferry,  Ark. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Capt.  Valentino  Preuitt,  First  Missouri  Cavalry. 

No.  2.  — Maj.  Josephus  Robbins,  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

No.  3. — Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery,  Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry. 


No.  1. 

Report  of  Capt.  Valentine  Preuitt , First  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 
Bloomfield , Mo.,  December  2, 1863. 

Sir  : I received  information,  about  the  25th  of  November,  that  a force 
was  being  concentrated  some  50  miles  south  of  here,  for  the  purpose  of 
co  operating  with  other  forces  being  raised  farther  south,  with  a design 
of  making  a raid  upon  this  place.  About  the  27th  of  November,  I 
learned  that  a large  force  had  been  raised,  and  were  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Saint  Francis. 

In  the  mean  time  I received  your  dispatch,  wanting  me  to  be  on  the 
alert  to  defend  myself.  I immediately  made  preparations  to  defend  the 
post  until  the  last,  and  remained  in  readiness  until  the  morning  of  the 
29th,  when  I was  surrounded  by  500  rebels,  about  7 a.  m.,  and  imme- 
diately opened  the  fight  with  two  small  howitzers,  throwing  shell  into 
the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  .which  soon  made  them  disappear  from  the  hills 
which  surrounded  the  place,  and  take  refuge  in  the  hollows  and  sinks 
beyond.  At  8 a.  m.  they  sent  in  a flag  of  truce,  demanding  the  sur- 
render of  the  place,  stating  that  they  had  us  completely  surrounded, 
my  communications  cut,  and  that  we  should  be  treated  as  prisoners  of 
war,  threatening  to  charge  and  take  the  place  on  a refusal  to  comply  # 
with  the  demand.  I went  over  and  met  the  flag  myself.  It  was  signed  * 
by  one  Lee  Crandall,  colonel,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding.  I simply 
answered  that  “I  was  ready  to  fight,  but  not  to  surrender;  if  they 
wanted  to  fight,  to  open  the  ball.” 

I returned  to  the  court-house  and  opened  fire  on  them  the  second 
time.  After  firing  several  shots  into  them,  they  withdrew,  threatening 
to  return  soon.  I then  sent  Lieutenant  [W.  B.]  Dorsey,  under  a flag  of 
truce,  proposing  to  fight  them,  which  they  declined,  and  intimated  an 
intention  to  retain  Dorsey  as  a prisoner.  His  ready  wit  saved  him,  and 
he  was  permitted  to  return,  under  an  escort.  On  his  return  he  made  good 
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use  of  his  tongue,  and  succeeded  in  finding  out  that  they  expected 
re- enforcements  from  McRae,  wheu  they  would  return  and  take  us  in. 

I then  built  as  strong  a barricade  as  I could  with  such  materials  as 
I could  find  about  the  post,  encircling  the  whole  court-house  square 
placed  my  men  and  horses  and  arms  inside,  waited  patiently  until 
night  for  their  reappearance,  but  they  failed  to  show  themselves  again. 
At  night  I caused  my  men  to  sleep  on  their  arms,  inside  their  bar- 
ricade. 

Atabout  11  p.  m.  I received  a dispatchfrom  Major  [ J.]  Robbins,  inform- 
ing me  that  he  was  ordered  to  make  inquiries  concerning  the  condition 
of  the  post.  I immediately  informed  both  [S.]  Montgomery  and  Robbins 
of  what  had  transpired  during  the  day,  when  they  moved  their  columns 
into  town.  Major  Montgomery  tendered  me  the  use  of  his  battalion  to 
assist  me  in  pursuing  them.  I gladly  accepted  it,  placed  myself  in  the 
saddle,  and  began  the  pursuit.  Overtaking  them  this  side  of  Chalk 
Bluff,  engaged  them  and  dispersed  them,  following  them  in  their  flight 
to  Brown’s  Ferry,  below  Chalk  Bluff,  where  they  became  so  scattered 
that  I concluded  to  return,  which  I did,  arriving  here  at  12  m.  Decem- 
ber 2,  having  marched  a distance  of  over  100  miles  in  two  days  and  a 
half. 

I captured  and  brought  into  Bloomfield  5 dirty,  hungry-iooking 
scamps,  who  looked  too  poor  to  live,  besides  having  killed  several.  I 
also  captured  2 horses  and  returned  them  to  the  post.  The  only  firing 
done  by  the  rebels  was  upon  the  pickets. 

I am  satisfied  that  their  only  object  was  plunder.  I also  learned  from 
old  citizens  who  were  taken  and  held  by  Crandall  during  his  stay  about 
the  place,  that  all  the  notorious  horse- thieves,  cut-throats,  and  guerrillas 
who  infest  this  country  were  with  them. 

I am,  respectfully, 

VALENTINE  PREUITT, 
Captain,  Commanding  Post. 

Col.  J.  B.  Rogers, 

Commanding  Cape  Girardeau , Mo. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Maj.  Josephus  Robbins , Second  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Cape  Girardeau,  *Mo.,  December  G,  1863. 

Colonel  : In  reply  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
total  failure  of  the  expedition  sent  against  the  marauders  who  recently 
came  into  the  southeast  portion  of  this  State,  I have  the  honor  to  re- 
port that,  in  my  opinion,  it  was  because  not  sufficient  force  was  sent 
* from  Bloomfield  in  pursuit,  and  want  of  zeal  and  energy  in  the  com- 
mander of  the  force  which  was  sent ; and  for  the  causes  for  this  opinion 
I beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  narrative  of  the  whole  transaction : 

Upon  the  night  of  the  29th  ultimo,  after  a hard  day’s  march,  I went 
into  camp  13  miles  from  Bloomfield,  not  then  having  heard  ot  any 
force  being  in  the  vicinity  of  Bloomfield,  or  of  the  attack  upon  that 
outpost ; but,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Brigadier-General  Fisk,  to 
learn  if  there  was  any  enemy  near  that  place,  I sent  Lieutenant  [E.  G.] 
Rathburn,  with  24  men,  in  the  night,  to  Bloomfield,  to  learn  of  affairs 
there. 
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Upon  arriving  at  Bloomfield,  lie  learned  of  tlie  presence  of  the  enemy, 
and  he  wished  Captain  Prenitt  to  send  me  dispatches,  as  his  men  and 
horses  were  fresh,  while  the  guard  of  Lieutenant  Eathburn  had  ridden 
all  day  and  then  ridden  13  miles  with  their  jaded  horses.  This  Captain 
Preuitt  refused  to  do,  and  Lieutenant  Eathburn  was  compelled  to  re- 
turn to  my  camp  in  person,  leaving  at  Bloomfield  all  but  three  of  the 
tired  guard.  Upon  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant  Eathburn  with  the  news, 
at  2 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  I immediately  moved,  by  a rapid 
march,  to  Bloomfield,  and  reported  to  Major  [S.]  Montgomery  for  orders 
before  sunrise.  He  told  me  to  feed  and  be  ready  to  march  at  a moment’s 
notice,  which  I did,  telling  him  at  the  same  time  that  I did  not  want  more 
than  an  hour.  The  time  passed  until,  becoming  impatient  at  the  long 
and  seemingly  fatal  delay,  1 again  went  to  Major  Montgomery,  and  told 
him  my  men  and  horses  were  good  ones  and  fresh,  and  I wanted  to  go 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  He  again  told  me  to  hold  my  men  in  readiness 
to  march.  At  10.40  o’clock  I found  that  Captain  Preuitt,  with  a de- 
tachment of  250  men,  were  marching  out  in  pursuit,  and  I was  ordered 
by  Major  Montgomery  to  remain  at  Bloomfield,  to  hold  the  post  and 
act  as  a reserve.  After  five  or  six  hours  of  impatient  waiting  in  idle- 
ness, I asked  the  adjutant  if  Colonel  Eogers  knew  of  the  movements 
which  were  being  made.  He  told  me  that  he  did  not;  that  they  re- 
ported over  his  head,  direct  to  General  Fisk.  I then  said,  “ I shall  in- 
form him,”  which  I did  by  telegraph,  saying  that  I had  been  left  idle 
with  400  men  and  two  cannon.  Within  five  minutes  I received  orders 
from  Colonel  Eogers  to  march  in  pursuit  of  the  rebels  ; to  assume  com- 
mand of  the  whole  force  under  Preuitt,  and  pursue  until  pursuit  became 
useless.  I marched  with  300  men  immediately ; marched  16  miles  that 
evening,  rested  until  2 o’clock  a.  m.,  30th,  and  was  again  in  the  sad- 
dle. I soon  met  the  force  under  Preuitt  returning.  I still  pressed  on, 
and  came  to  the  camp  of  the  enemy  at  Taylor’s  Mill.  It  was  then  11 
o’clock. 

The  enemy  had  marched  at  daylight,  and  was  then  across  the  Saint 
Francis  Eiver.  I found  that  Preuitt  had  come  up  with  the  stragglers, 
in  the  rear  of  the  enemy’s  column;  had  captured  2,  and  camped  within 
3 miles  of  the  enemy  and  west  of  him,  and  between  him  and  the  river. 
Why  he  did  not  attack  or  pursue  I cannot  explain.  The  fact  is,  Preuitt 
marched  back  and  the  enemy  marched  on  at  nearly  the  same  hour.  If 
the  whole  force  had  been  sent  out  together,  nothing  could  have  pre- 
vented the  capture  of  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy,  as  the  river,  where 
he  crossed  by  swimming,  was  difficult  to*  cross,  and  the  swamps  on 
each  side  of  the  road  would  have  prevented  him  escaping  in  any  other 
way.  My  command,  both  officers  and  men,  were  eager  to  pursue,  which 
I told  Major  Montgomery  early  in  the  morning,  and  if  we  had  marched 
when  Preuitt  did,  or,  what  would  have  been  better,  at  8 o’clock,  which 
we  were  ready  to  do,  we  should  have  come  up  with  the  enemy  and  had 
engaged  him,  and  the  issue  would  not  have  been  doubtful.  My  force 
alone  was  ample;  the  men  and  horses  were  in  good  condition.  I 
assure  you  in  this  it  was  not  want  of  energy  or  zeal  upon  the  part  of 
my  command,  as  the  disappointment  in  not  being  allowed  to  join  in  the 
pursuit  was  extreme.  I did  not  report  to  you,  because  I deemed  it  my 
duty  to  report  to  the  ranking  officer  present,  which  I did,  and  only  re- 
ported to  you  when  I found  you  did  not  know  how  affairs  were  being 
managed,  and  because  I knew  you  would  not  approve  of  such  inex- 
cusable inactivity. 

The  event  has  proven  that  if  the  full  force  had  been  sent  out  at  the 
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proper  time,  the  enemy  would  have  been  severely  punished  fbr  his 
temerity. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPHUS  BOBBINS, 

Major  Second  Battalion , Second  Regt.  M.  S.  il/.,  Comdg.  Expedition. 
Col.  J.  B.  Bogers, 

Comdg.  Second  Missouri  S.  M.  Cav .,  and  Post , Cape  Girardeau , Mo. 


No.  3. 


Reports  of  Maj.  Samuel  Montgomery , Sixth  Missouri  Cavalry. 


Bloomfield,  Mo.,  November  30, 18G3. 

General  : I arrived  here  at  5 a.  m.  The  Confederates  were  15  miles 
on  the  Chalk  Bluff  road  last  night.  The  information  gained  at  Poplar 
Bluff  was  correct.  I shall  send  Captain  Preuitt  with  the  First,  Sixth, 
and  Captain  [A.]  Johns’  company  of  Missouri  State  Militia.  Major  Bob- 
bins is  here  with  part  of  his  command,  and  will  remain  unless  you  order 
otherwise. 


Brig.  Gen.  C.  B.  Fisk. 


SAML.  MONTGOMEBY, 

Major , Commanding. 


Bloomfield,  Mo.,  November  30, 1863. 

General  : I took  the  Poplar  Bluff  road,  and  did  not  go  to  Ash  Hills. 
At  Poplar  Bluff  I captured  1 prisoner,  who  belongs  to  Beves’  com- 
pany, who  yesterday  arrived  at  Poplar  Bluff,  from  Arkadelphia.  From 
him,  and  from  other  reliable  sources,  I got  the  information  that  General 
McBae,  with  500  cavalry  and  one  regiment  of  infantry,  was  6 miles  be- 
low Pocahontas.  They  were  there  last  Thursday,  and  the  supposition 
was  that  they  would  march  toward  Bloomfield.  Beves  has  been 
around,  killing  some  more  Union  men,  and,  I think,  acts  as  a kind  of 
advance.  It  was  understood  by  several  men  at  Poplar  Bluff  that  a 
large  body  was  coming.  The  infantry  is  dismounted  cavalrv. 

SAML.  MONTGOMEBY, 

Major , Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Fisk. 

Bloomfield,  Mo.,  December  2, 1863. 

General:  Captain  Preuitt  and  command  have  just  returned.  They 
gave  the  enemy  chase  until  they  crossed  the  Saint  Francis,  where  our 
horses  could  go  no  farther,  they  being  literally  worn  out.  The  enemy 
are  the  most  ragged  and  thieving  rascals  that  ever  invaded  the  State. 
Positive  evidence  shows  that  they  came  for  nothing  but  plunder,  in 
which  they  signally  failed.  Captain  Preuitt  met  Major  Bobbins’  com- 
mand 6 miles  this  side  of  Chalk  Bluff.  Captain  Preuitt  captured  5 or 
6 of  the  enemy,  while  giving  them  a galloping  chase  of  8 miles.  The 
horses  of  my  battalion  are  very  much  worn  down,  this  being  the  eighth 
day  out  from  the  Knob. 

SAML.  MONTGOMEBY, 

Major. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  B.  Fisk. 
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DECEMBER  1,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Benton,  Ark. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  Cyrus  Bussey,  Third  Iowa  Cavalry. 

No.  2. — Capt.  H.  S.  Randall,  Third  Missouri  Cavalry  (Confederate). 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  Cyrus  Bussey , Third  Iowa  Cavalry. 

December  1, 1S63. 

Sir:  I sent  out  a patrol  of  40  men  on  the  Hot  Springs  road  at  3 
o’clock  this  morning,  under  Lieutenant  [A.  D.]  Mills,  First  Missouri 
Cavalry.  Hekas  justreturned,  having  gone  out25  miles.  When  within 
10  miles  of  Benton,  on  his  return,  he  was  attacked  by  a force  of  400 
rebels,  and  lost  3 men  killed  and  2 wounded,  who  got  into  camp.  He 
came  near  being  captured  with  his  whole  force.  He  thinks  this  force 
was  there  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  our  forage  trains,  which  have 
been  going  out  on  that  road.  The  train  was  hurried  in  yesterday  by  a 
reported  force  near  Hot  Springs.  Two  men  of  Lieutenant  Mills’  com- 
mand had  their  horses  shot,  and  took  to  the  brush.  They  have  come  in 
on  the  road.  The  enemy  did  not  advance.  They  have  no  doubt  fallen 
back  to  the  mountains. 

CYRUS  BUSSEY, 

Colonel. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division , Little  RocJc , Ark. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Capt.  H.  S.  Randall , Third  Missouri  Cavalry  ( Confederate ). 


Camp  near  Hot  Springs,  Ark., 

December  2,  1863. 


General  : After  leaving  camp,  I proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Benton. 
I learned  that  a forage  train  of  50  wagons  was  foraging  in  14  miles  of 
Hot  Springs,  but  was  too  late  to  attack  them. 

On  yesterday  I attacked  a Federal  scout  of  about  50,  in  8 miles  of 
Benton,  on  the  Hot  Springs  road,  killing  2,  wounding  4,  and  taking  1 
prisoner,  with  their  arms,  with  the  loss  of  1 horse.  The  strength  of  the 
Federals  at  Benton  is  believed  to  be  about  1,200  men  and  five  pieces  of 
artillery.  The  Federals  hear  that  you  are  hovering  in  their  direction. 
They  are  moving  their  heaviest  baggage  to  Little  Bock,  where  the  citi- 
zens say  there  are  10,000  or  12,000.  I intend  moving  on  the  Arkansas 
Biver.  You  will  hear  from  me  soon. 

Bespectfully,  yours, 


H.  S.  BAND  ALL, 

Captain  Company f U,  Third  Missouri  Cavalry. 


Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke, 

Commanding  Cavalry. 
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DECEMBER  1,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Devail’s  Bluff,  Ark. 

Report  of  Col.  Jonathan  Richmond,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth  Illinois 

Infantry. 

Devall’s  Bluff,  December  2, 1863. 

Sir  : Major  [William  J.]  Teed  and  Captain  [L.  J.]  Matthews,  Eighth 
Missouri  Cavalry,  were  out  drilling  yesterday  p.  in.  On  their  return  the 
major  found  he  had  lost  his  pocket-book,  and  went  back,  with  Captain 
Matthews,  to  find  it.  About  1 mile  out  from  this  post  they  were  attacked 
by  8 guerrillas,  dressed  in  Federal  uniform,  who  demanded  their  surren- 
der. They  refused,  and  were  fired  on $ the  major  received  five  shots,  and 
succeeded  in  making  his  escape ; the  captain  was  brought  in  with  three 
shots  through  him.  I sent  a party  immediately  after  them,  with  orders 
to  take  no  prisoners.  They  soon  overtook  them,  and  killed  3 and  wounded 
3.  Am  I justified  in  giving  such  orders  when  they  are  found  with  our 
uniforms  on  ? One  corporal  of  the  Eighth  Missouri  was  shot  in  the  leg 
last  night.  The  major  and  captain  will  both  recover. 

J.  RICHMOND, 

Colonel . 

Lieut.  George  O.  Sokalski, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General , Little  Roclc , Ark . 


DECEMBER  1,  1863.— Affair  with  Ponca  Indians. 

Report  of  Maj.  Herman  H.  Heath , Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Dakota  City,  December  20, 1863. 

General:  In  compliance  with  your  verbal  instructions  to  inquire 
into  and  report  upon  the  late  unfortunate  affair  between  a detachment 
of  the  command  at  this  post  and  a small  body  of  the  Poncas,  I have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  facts : 

It  seems  that,  on  or  about  the  first  of  the  present  month,  a sergeant  in 
command  of  a detachment  of  our  troops  discovered  some  20  Indians,  of 
the  tribe  mentioned,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri  River.  They  ap- 
pear to  have  been  encamped  there.  He  demanded  to  see  their  passes. 
Either  they  had  none  to  exhibit,  or,  from  perverseness,  declined  to  pro- 
duce them.  The  former  is  probably  the  fact,  as  their  agent  was  not 
among  the  tribe  at  the  agency  when  they  left.  The  chief  ordered  the 
sergeant  away,  and  the  latter  complied. 

On  the  day  of  the  4th,  it  seems  that  these  Indians  fell  in  with  a couple 
of  citizens  of  Niobrara,  and  made  some  demonstrations  not  calculated  to 
please  them,  and  they  fled  from  the  Indians  with  haste.  I understand 
that  the  Indians  circled  near  the  white  men,  and  rode  toward  them, 
but  did  not  fire  nor  appear  to  intend  anything  serious.  The  white  men 
were,  with  wagons  and  oxen,  some  2 miles  from  town.  After  thus 
frightening  the  whites,  the  Indians  seem  to  have  gone  off  in  a direction 
away  from  the  settlement.  The  white  men  came  into  the  town,  and  re- 
ported the  thing  to  the’  sergeant  in  command  of  the  soldiers.  The  latter 
were  at  once  ordered  out,  and  the  pursuit  under  the  sergeant  commenced. 
The  Indians  were  overtaken  and  fired  upon  by  our  men.  The  Indians 
returned  two  shots,  but  continued  retreating,  followed  by  our  men, 
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whose  lire  was  rapid  and  continuous,  until  7 of  the  Indians  were  killed. 
None  of  our  troops  were  injured.  Subsequently  the  Indians  demanded 
the  bodies  of  their  slain,  which  were  accorded  to  them,  and  here  the  un- 
fortunate affair  closes  for  the  present. 

The  facts  given  above  I received  from  Captain  [J.]  Wilcox,  which  he 
may  have  already  detailed  to  you.  I make  no  comment  upon  them,  fur- 
ther than  to  observe  that  it  seems  to  me  so  unfortunate  an  affair  as  the 
killing  of  so  many  men  at  the  time  might,  with  prudent  foresight,  have 
been  avoided;  and,  thinking  thus,  and  seeing  a strong  probability  that 
similar  occurrences  may  transpire,  I have  recommended  Captain  Wilcox 
to  keep  one  of  his  lieutenants  at  the  important  place  of  Niobrara,  who 
it  would  seem  would  be  likely  to  act  with  a greater  degree  of  caution 
and  a deeper  sense  of  responsibility  than  an  enlisted  man  seems  likely 
to  do.  This  course  I believe  the  captain  has  determined  to  adopt. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  HEATH, 

Major  and  Chief  of  Cavalry  and  District  Inspector. 

Brigadier- General  McKean,  Omaha , Nebr. 


DECEMBER  2-7,  1883. — Scout  from  Waldron  to  Mount  Ida,  Caddo  Gap, 

and  Dallas,  Ark. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  James  M.  Johnson,  First  Arkausas  Infantry  (Union). 

No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  Owen  A.  Bassett,  Second  Kansas  Cavalry. 

No.  3. — Maj.  John  M.  Harrell,  Brooks’  Arkansas  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  James  M.  Johnson , First  Arkansas  Infantry  [Union). 

Headquarters  First  Arkansas  Infantry, 

Waldron , Ark.,  December  7,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  : 

I started  with  my  available  force  (mounted),  consisting  of  the  Second 
Kansas  Cavalry,  under  Colonel  [O.  A.]  Bassett,  numbering  250  strong; 
one  company  (C),  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  under  Captain  [J.  B.]  Yan- 
derpool,  and  two  pieces  of  Babb’s  battery,  commanded  by  Sergt.  George 
B.  Sink.  I took  up  the  line  of  march  at  sunrise  on  the  2d  instant,  and 
proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Mount  Ida,  stopping  a few  hours  on  the 
evening  of  the  2d  to  rest  our  stock.  We  kept  on,  making  no  halt  of 
consequence  until  we  reached  Mount  Ida.  We  brought  up  there  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th  instant,  at  7 o’clock.  Charging  into  town  with  my 
advance,  found  nothing  there,  but  ascertained  there  was  a small  body 
of  rebels  left  there  the  evening  before.  I halted  my  command  in  Mount 
Ida,  and  sent  out  small  scouts  in  different  directions,  but  could  hear  of 
nothing  within  striking  distance. 

On  the  following  morning  I inspected  the  stock  of  the  battery  and 
cavalry,  and  found  that  the  battery  horses  were  so  much  fatigued  that 
they  would  not  make  Arkadelphia,  the  point  I started  for.  I took  them 
and  the  worn-out  horses  of  the  cavalry  and  returned  to  Waldron. 
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The  cavalry  force  i sent  out,  under  Colonel  Bassett,  in  the  direction 
of  Washington,  Hempstead  County,  Arkansas.  They  went  as  far  as  the 
Caddo  Narrows,  leaving  a force  there,  and  scouting  the  country  for  15 
miles  below,  going  within  G miles  of  Murfreesborough,  and  east  of 
there  some  20  miles,  scouting  the  country  clean  as  they  went. 

I also  sent  a scout  to  Hot  Springs  (Buckskins),  and  their  report 
amounts  to  the  following,  which  I think  is  correct,  as  it  is  corroborated 
by  citizens  coming  within  our  lines:  They  say  that  Marmaduke  had  a 
force  of  GOO  men  in  there  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  they  reaching 
there  in  the  evening.  Part  of  them  were  State  troops.  The  report 
there  was,  they  were  going  to  attack  Benton,  where  a small  force  of 
ours  is  stationed.  Shelby  and  the  rest  of  Marmaduke’s  forces  are 
together,  stationed  at  Okolona,  on  the  Ouachita  River.  Both  commands, 
it  is  said,  have  4,000  men.  They  are  deserting  fast;  their  transporta- 
tion is  very  poor.  Colonel  Dorsey  is  in  the  mountains  between  Ben- 
ton and  Hot  Springs,  and  has  400  men. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  a prisoner  from  Marmaduke : He  left 
Marmaduke’s  command,  Thomson’s  regiment,  Cabell’s  brigade,  one 
week  ago  to-day,  at  Okolona,  on  Ouachita  River,  and  reports  8,000  men, 
the  combined  forces  of  the  various  guerrillas  and  larger  forces  from 
Missouri.  Price  is  20  miles  west  of  Camden,  at  Woodlawn,  and  has  6,000 
men  (infantry),  and  is  building  cabins  and  hauling  in  large  quantities 
of  subsistence  stores.  Kirby  Smith  is  near  Monroe,  on  Red  River,  and 
not  recruiting  very  fast.  Marmaduke  has  twenty-eight  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. Monroe  commands  Cabell’s  brigade,  and  lias  800  men  and  four 
pieces  of  artillery.  Cabell  in  person  has  gone  to  Texas. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  yours,  truly, 

JAMES  M.  JOHNSON, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  McNeil, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Frontier. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Owen  A.  Bassett , Second  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Second  Kansas  Cavalry, 

Waldron,  Arl\ , December  8,  1863. 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  . that,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  Col.  J.  M.  Johnson,  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  at  that  time  com- 
manding troops  at  this  place,  I left  Waldron  at  8 a.  m.  on  the  2d  in- 
stant, with  230  men  from  the  Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  and  proceeded  in 
the  direction  of  Mount  Ida.  Seven  miles  from  Waldron,  I took  the  left- 
hand  road,  crossed  the  Fourche  la  Fave,  and  bivouacked  at  the  foot-of 
the  W ashita  Mountains,  25  miles  from  W aldron.  Started  the  next  morn- 
ing at  1 o’clock  and  crossed  the  Ouachita,  and  arrived  at  Mount  Ida,  the 
county  seat  of  Montgomery  County,  Arkansas,  situated  on  South  Fork 
of  Ouachita,  at  9 a.  m. ; 25  miles.  Halted  at  Mount  Ida,  and  sent  out 
scouting  parties.  Sent  Captain  [J.]  Gardner  with  25  men  south,  toward 
Caddo  Gap,  12  miles  ;•  Lieutenant  [B.  B.]  Mitchell  with  10  men  west,  up 
South  Fork  8 miles,  and  Lieutenant  [D.  E.]  Ballard  east,  down  South 
Fork,  with  20  men,  10  miles,  all  of  whom  returned,  reporting  nothing 
worthy  of  note. 
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Left  Mount  Ida  at  8 a.  in.  on  the  4th  instant,  with  200  men  (having 
sent  Lieutenant  Mitchell  with  30  men  back  to  Waldron),  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Caddo  Gap,  20  miles,  where  I halted,  and  sent  out  Captain 
[A.]  Gunther  with  30  men  11  miles  southeast,  to  the  crossing  of  Caddo, 
on  the  Arkadelphia  road  ; Lieutenant  [W.  P.]  Phillips  with  20  men  10 
miles  south  by  east  on  the  Murfreesborough  road,  and  Lieutenant  [E.  S.] 
Stover  with  17  men  10  miles  south  on  the  Washington  road,  all  of 
whom  returned  that  night.  Captain  Gunther  brought  in  3 prisoners 
(Confederate  soldiers).  Lieutenant  Phillips  reported  nothing  worthy  of 
note.  Lieutenant  Stover  met  with  a party  of  19  men,  under  Lieut.  John 
Banson  ; charged  the  party,  killed  2,  and  took  4 prisoners  (Confederate 
soldiers).  While  at  Caddo  Gap  I took  2 prisoners,  1 Confederate  soldier 
and  1 citizen.  Left  Caddo  Gap  at  5 a.  m.,  5th  instant,  and  proceeded 
up  the  south  side  of  Caddo  to  its  head,  crossed  over  the  dividing  ridge 
to  the  head  of  Big  Pork,  and  followed  down  that  creek  to  Ouachita,  and 
bivouacked,  having  traveled  36  miles.  Started  next  morning  and  pro- 
ceeded, in  northwesterly  direction,  to  the  Waldron  and  Dallas  road 
(known  as  the  Bed  Biver  road),  10  miles  from  Dallas,  from  which  point 
I sent  Captain  Gunther  and  Lieutenant  Stover  into  Dallas  with  63  men. 
I proceeded  toward  Waldron,  on  the  Bed  Biver  road,  and,  arriving  at 
Fourche  la  Fave,  bivouacked,  having  traveled  30  miles.  Captain  Gun- 
ther reported  from  his  scout  at  8p.  m.,  having  been  into  and  around 
the  town  of  Dallas,  at  which  place  he  captured  2 prisoners  (Confederate 
soldiers).  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  started  at  7 o’clock,  and  arrived 
at  this  place  at  1 p.  in.,  a distance  of  20  miles.  Whole  distance  traveled 
since  leaving  Waldron,  156  miles. 

From  prisoners  taken,  and  from  citizens,  I learned  that  Marmaduke 
was  encamped  between  Arkadelphia  and  Murfreesborough,  his  main 
camp  being  12  miles  from  the  former  place.  It  was  rumored  that  he 
was  about  to  move  up  to  within  6 miles  of  Arkadelphia.  He  had  three 
pieces  of  artillery  in  Murfreesborough,  and  expected  that  place  would 
be  attacked  by  our  forces.  He  had  no  large  scout  out  very  far  north- 
ward. His  forces  were  estimated  generally  at  6,000.  The  latest  in- 
formation I had  direct  from  him  was  up  to  Wednesday  morning,  2d 
instant.  Major  Wood  was  encamped  with  about  300  men  near  a cotton 
factory,  2 miles  northwest  from  Murfreesborough,  guarding  the  factory, 
and  preparing  to  take  out  the  machinery.  The  latest  information  I had 
from  him  was  up  to  Wednesday  evening,  2d  instant. 

Cabell’s  brigade  was  encamped  south  of  Arkadelphia,  under  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Monroe.  Cabell  had  gone  to  Texas. 

Price  was  in  command  between  Washington  and  Camden.  Parsons’ 
brigade  was  20  miles  from  Camden.  It  was  rumored  in  his  camp  that 
Price  was  going  to  move  across  the  river  to  Princeton,  in  Dallas  Couuty, 
toward  Pine  Bluff.  The  infantry,  however,  were  building  cabins,  as 
if  for  winter  quarters ; whether  by  order  from  headquarters  or  not  was 
unknown.  The  latest  direct  information  from  Price  was  up  to  the  30th 
instant.  Shelby  was  south  of  Washington ; I have  no  very  definite  infor- 
mation concerning  him.  Brooks  was  7 miles  south  of  Centre  Point,  ex- 
pecting to  go  still  farther  south.  The  latest  direct  information  from 
him  was  up  to  Wednesday,  the  2d  instant.  Cooper  was  at  Boggy  Depot 
with  a small  force.  His  command,  considerably  scattered,  intends  mov- 
ing across  Bed  Biver,  if  pushed.  Bankhead’s  command  is  at  Shawnee- 
town,  30  miles  below  Doaksville,  and  now  commanded  by  Colonel  Gano. 
Bankhead  has  gone  to  Texas  (to  the  coast).  Steele  is  at  Doaksville, 
or  in  that  vicinity.  He  has  under  his  command  thirteen  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, three  of  which  are  mountain  howitzers.  My  information  from 
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Steele’s  command  is  definite,  and  dates  up  to  the  30th  of  November. 
I received  it  from  four  men,  who  just  arrived  from  Boggy  Depot. 

The  country  over  which  I traveled  is  for  the  most  part  mountainous 
and  rocky ; still,  the  roads  are  passable  for  artillery  and  army  trains. 
Water  is  abundant,  even  in  dry  and  hot  weather.  At  least  one-lialf  of 
the  farm  houses  are  deserted,  and  a large  portion  of  those  now  inhab- 
ited will  (judging  from  the  feelings  of  the  people)  be  deserted  before 
spring.  Forage  is  not  abundant  north  of  the  southern  boundary  of 
Montgomery  County,  although  there  is  a sufficient  quantity  to  subsist 
small  scouting  parties  for  some  time  to  come.  But  I should  consider  it 
impracticable  to  forage  an  army  between  here  and  Caddo  Gap  or  Cen- 
tre Point  for  a longer  period  than  would  be  required  to  march  that 
distance. 

The  Little  Missouri  Mountains  are  the  most  difficult  to  pass,  and  I 
am  informed  that  west  of  the  road  leading  from  Little  Bock  and  Arka- 
delphia  there  are  but  three  passes  by  which  an  army  could  be  moved : 
First,  on  the  road  leading  from  Hot  Springs  to  Washington,  12  miles 
east  of  Caddo  Gap ; second,  Caddo  Gap ; and,  third,  on  the  road  lead- 
ing from  Dallas  to  Centre  Point.  The  last  crosses  over  the  mountain,  and 
is  very  rough,  running  down  a rocky  creek  bed  on  the  southern  slope. 
The  Caddo  Gap  road  runs  along  the  bank  of  Caddo  Creek,  and  passes 
the  mountains  without  elevation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OWEN  A.  BASSETT, 
Lieutenant - Co  lonely  Comm  anding. 

Capt.  C.  G.  Laurant, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  the  Frontier. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  M.  Darrell , Brooks’  Arkansas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Brooks’  Cavalry, 

December  5,  1863. 

Major:  On  Thursday,  the  2d  instant,  I started  a scout  of  25  men, 
which  1 did  not  refer  to  in  my  dispatch  of  yesterday,  to  Caddo  Gap  and 
Mount  Ida.  On  Friday,  2 p.  m.,  the  scout  met  Lieutenant  Hurt,  of 
Head’s  company,  consisting  of  30  or  40  men  directly  from  Mount  Ida, 
10  miles  this  side  of  Caddo  Gap,  who  reported  no  Federals  at  Caddo 
Gap  and  none  at  Mount  Ida,  and  no  talk  of  any.  Afterward  the  scout 
met  2 men  who  were  just  from  the  gap,  and  heard  of  no  Federals. 
Proceeding  on  the  march,  with  6 unarmed  men  in  front  (who  had  been 
arrested  from  Hunt’s  company  as  deserters  from  the  infantry,  at  the 
instance  of  Captain  East,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  division 
headquarters,  Captain  East  having  accompanied  the  scout),  about  an 
hour  by  sun  on  Friday  evening,  within  5 miles  of  the  gap,  they  were 
met  by  a party  of  Federals,  who  fired  on  and  immediately  routed  them, 
with  a loss  of  7 missing.  One  of  the  men  of  the  scout  who  was  taken 
prisoner  made  his  escape  soon  after  his  capture.  He  reports  that,  upon 
being  disarmed,  he  was  permitted  to  keep  his  horse  (run  down),  and 
ordered  to  sit  down  at  the  foot  of  a tree,  while  the  pursuing  party,  his 
captors,  went  on  and  left  him.  Of  this  party  he  counted  25.  Upon 
seeing  the  front  of  another  column  of  Federals  following  on,  he  took  to 
the  woods  and  escaped.  The  pursuers  were  all  dressed  in  full  Federal 
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uniform,  and  addressed  tlie  leader  of  the  party  in  advance  as  captain. 
This  is  all  I have  been  able  to  learn.  The  fugitives  have  just  arrived. 
I shall  send  100  men  in  the  same  direction  to-morrow. 

Early  this  morning  I started  Lieutenant  Jenks  and  24  men  on  the 
direct  road  to  Waldron. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  HARRELL, 

Major , Commanding  Brooks’  Cavalry. 

Major  [Henry]  Ewing, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General , Marmaduke’s  Division. 


DECEMBER  5-13,  1863. — Reconnaissance  from  Little  Rock  and  skirmish 

(8th)  at  Princeton,  Ark. 

Deports  of  Col.  Lewis  Merrill , Second  Missouri  Cavalry. 

December  11, 1863. 

General  : We  surprised  a rebel  camp  2 miles  below  Princeton  on 
Tuesday — about  600  of  them.  Drove  them  within  16  miles  of  Camden, 
where  they  scattered  so  much  that  we  could  do  nothing  more.  They 
were  entirely  routed,  losing  8 killed,  6 of  them  killed  with  the  saber ; 
18  wounded,  and  3 commissioned  officers  and  25  privates  captured,  and 
1 four-mule  wagon,  loaded  with  blankets,  captured.  The  rest  of  their 
train  was  out  foraging,  and  got  warning,  and  escaped  before  we  learned 
where  they  were. 

There  are  no  indications  of  an  immediate  advance  that  I could  dis- 
cover. Fagan  and  Parsons  are  at  Camden.  Price  with  the  rest  of  his 
old  army  is  at  Woodlawn,  18  miles  from  Camden.  Marmaduke  is  west 
of  Arkadelphia,  near  Spoonville,  with  small  outposts  at  Arkadelphia, 
and  scouting  as  far  as  Eockport.  Holmes  is  relieved  from  command, 
and  ordered  east  of  the  Mississippi.  Kirby  Smith  is  said  to  be  still 
at  Shreveport;  has  been  to  Washington  recently.  Price’s  force  is  re- 
cuperated considerably,  but  does  not  exceed,  including  Marmaduke’s, 
14,000  or  15,000  effective  men ; many  of  these  are  conscripts,  just  taken 
in,  and  State  troops.  Will  make  detailed  report  upon  my  return. 

Our  loss,  1 man,  wounded  severely. 

Yours,  respectfully, 


Major-General  Steele, 

Little  Bock,  Ark. 


LEWIS  MERRILL, 
Colonel)  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division, 

Little  Rock)  Ark.)  December  17,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  below  the  result  of  the  recon- 
naissance which  I have  just  completed,  in  compliance  with  the  orders 
of  the  major-general  commanding  the  army: 

On  the  4th  instant,  I received  from  Brigadier- General  Davidson,  com- 
manding cavalry  division,  orders  to  report  in  person  to  the  major-gen- 
eral commanding,  for  further  instructions,  and  to  take  command  for  the 
duty  assigned  me  of  the  following  troops:  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry, 
Major  [M.  H.]  Brawner  commanding,  400;  two  battalions  of  First  Iowa 
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Cavalry,  Captain  [J.  L>.]  Jenks  commanding,  250 ; one  battalion  of 
Merrill’s  Horse,  Captain  [William  H.]  Higdon  commanding,  125 ; and 
to  be  joined  at  Benton  by  detachment  of  First  Missouri  Cavalry,  Major 
[A.  P.J  Peabody  commanding,  200 ; detachment  of  Third  Iowa  Cavalry, 
Captain  [B.  S.]  Jones  commanding,  200 ; and  four  guns  of  Hadley’s  bat- 
tery, Lieutenant  [E.  B.]  Hubbard  commanding,  making  an  aggregate  of 
little  more  than  1,000  men.  Upon  reporting  to  the  major-general  com- 
manding for  further  instructions,  he  informed  me  that  Parsons’  brigade 
of  rebel  cavalry  was  camped  near  Princeton,  with  some  artillery,  and 
that  he  wished  me  to  drive  them  away,  and  find  out  what  I could  of  the 
strength,  position,  and  intentions  of  the  enemy;  to  exercise  my  own 
discretion  as  to  when  and  how  to  advance,  and  also  as  to  what  was 
necessary  to  be  done. 

On  the  following  morning  I left  this  place  with  part  of  my  command, 
and  reached  Benton  that  evening,  being  there  joined  by  the  artillery 
and  the  rest  of  my  command.  The  next  day  I reached  Bockport,  on  the 
Washita,  and  found  that  about  150  rebel  cavalry,  belonging  to  Cabell’s 
brigade,  had  left  there  about  two  hours  before  my  arrival.  Here, 
as  elsewhere  throughout  the  entire  march,  I heard  all  sorts  of  re- 
ports of  the  enemy,  from  which  reports  I judged  that  Cabell’s  brigade 
was  camped  that  night  on  Caddo  Creek,  4 miles  north  of  Arkadel- 
phia,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Washita;  that  some  command  was 
camped  below  Princeton,  and  that  Price’s  whole  army  was  advanc- 
ing from  Camden,  probably  toward  Little  Bock  or  Pine  Bluff.  The 
Washita  is  subject  to  very  sudden  rise,  and  the  sky  was  threatening 
rain.  This,  with  the  importance  of  finding  out  the  truth  of  Price’s  re- 
ported advance,  determined  me  to  make  a feint  toward  Arkadelphia, 
while  I moved  upon  the  force  near  Princeton,  and  drove  them  far  enough 
to  determine  Price’s  movements. 

For  several  miles  below  Bockport  the  roads  to  Tulip  and  Arkadel- 
phia are  the  same,  and  I accordingly  moved  my  whole  command 
toward  Arkadelphia,  as  far  as  the  dividing  point,  from  which  I sent  the 
Third  Iowa  and  First  Missouri,  under  Major  Peabody,  to  make  a demon- 
stration of  movement  toward  Arkadelphia,  while  I marched  the  main 
body  on  the  road  to  Tulip. 

About  10  o’clock  I received  reliable  information  that  the  command 
near  Princeton  was  an  outpost  from  Camden,  about  700  strong,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Crawford,  and  that  Parsons’  brigade  was  not 
there.  I pushed  forward  now  with  all  possible  haste,  hoping  to  be  able, 
by  throwing  a part  of  my  troops  in  their  rear,  to  cut  them  off  and  cap- 
ture the  whole  body.  About  noon,  however,  a heavy  rain  began  falling, 
and  continued  until  daylight  next  morning.  This  made  the  roads  so 
heavy  that  I could  not  keep  the  artillery  up  without  entirely  wearing  it 
out,  and  entirely  frustrating  the  plan  proposed,  as  it  would  make  the 
night  too  dark  to  move  troops  across  the  country  with  success.  I 
accordingly  went  into  camp  at  Tulip,  which  I reached  just  at  dark. 

At  sunrise  next  morning  I moved  out,  Major  Peabody’s  command 
having  joined  me  during  the  early  night.  I feared  that  the  delay,  caused 
by  the  rain,  would  have  given  the  enemy  time  to  hear  of  my  movements 
and  get  out  of  my  way. 

About  4 miles  from  Princeton  my  advanced  guard  found  a small 
picket  of  the  enemy,  which  immediately  retreated  too  rapidly  to  be 
caught.  I now  gave  the  immediate  command  of  the  advance  guard, 
comprised  of  the  First  Iowa,  to  Major  Brawner,  Seventh  Missouri,  and 
added  to  his  command  the  Seventh  Missouri,  with  instructions  to  push 
on  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  develop  fhe  force  and  position  of  the 
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enemy.  Driving  their  outposts  rapidly  before  him,  be  came  upon  their 
main  body  about  2 miles  below  Princeton,  posted  behind  a small  stream, 
which  was  crossed  behind  a bridge.  Here  he  dismounted  the  First 
Iowa  and  part  of  the  Seventh  Missouri,  and  quickly  drove  the  enemy 
from  their  position  through  their  camp  and  to  the  second  position, 
which  they  had  assumed  behind  the  crest  of  a hill  about  half  a mile 
from  their  camp.  A similar  disposition  drove  them  from  the  hill  in 
confusion,  and  only  one  more  attempt  was  made  to  withstand  our 
troops.  This  was  by  some  50  men,  under  a Captain  McMurtee,  who 
rallied  in  the  road  and  attempted  to  stand.  They  were  gallantly  and 
vigorously  charged  by  two  squadrons  of  the  Seventh  Missouri,  under 
Captain  [L.]  Bunner,  who,  when  he  reached  them  after  some  miles  of  hard 
riding,  unhesitatingly  dashed  into  them  with  only  the  G men  who  had 
succeeded  in  keeping  up  in  the  race.  They  stood  tor  a moment  only 
before  Banner’s  sabers,  and  then  fled  in  the  wildest  disorder,  still  pur- 
sued by  the  Seventh  Missouri.  The  vigor  of  the  charge  and  courage 
and  hardihood  of  Captain  Bunner  and  his  men  are  attested  by  the 
killed  and  wounded,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  killed  or  wounded  with 
the  saber.  The  rest  of  the  chase  was  simply  a trial  of  speed  between 
their  horses  and  ours,  in  which  they  proved  themselves  better  mounted 
than  we.  For  some  10  or  12  miles  the  chase  was  kept  up,  resulting, 
however,  only  in  the  capture  of  a few  more  prisoners,  and  the  enemy, 
as  chance  offered,  disappearing  through  the  heavy  woods  and  under- 
growth through  which  the  road  ran. 

The  result  of  the  attack  was  the  complete  rout  of  the  enemy  and  dis- 
orderly flight  toward  Camden,  and  through  the  woods  in  every  direc- 
tion. Six  of  the  enemy  were  reported  killed  with  the  saber,  2 by  gun- 
shot wounds,  and  18  wounded,  principally  saber  cuts ; 8 commissioned 
officers  and  25  privates  captured,  and  1 wagon  of  their  train,  loaded 
with  50  blankets,  captured ; the  mules  retained,  and  the  wagon  and 
harness  (worthless)  destroyed.  Numerous  arms  were  picked  up  along 
the  track  of  their  flight,  and  the  road  for  miles  was  strewn  with  saddle- 
bags, blankets,  clothing,  and  arms.  The  horses  belonging  to  the  men 
captured  were  nearly  all  lost,  as  they  dashed  off  down  the  road  with 
the  flying  enemy  as  soon  as  their  riders  were  unhorsed. 

Major  Brawner,  of  the  Seventh  Missouri,  Captain  Jenks,  of  the  First 
Iowa,  but  more  especially  Captain  Bunner,  of  the  Seventh  Missouri, 
deserve  the  highest  praise  for  courage  and  good  conduct.  Captain 
Bunner’s  gallant  charge  turned  a disorderly  retreat  into  a disgraceful 
flight,  in  which,  it  is  said,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  rebels  led  off, 
with  his  troops,  completely  panic-stricken,  clattering  along  at  his  heels, 
u sauve  qui  pent.” 

Directing  Major  Brawner,  with  part  of  the  troops,  to  continue  the  pur- 
suit as  far  as  he  deemed  fruitful  of  results,  I returned  to  Princeton  with 
the  artillery  and  Major  Peabody’s  brigade,  and  sent  a reconnaissance 
toward  Arkadelphia,  which  returned  in  the  course  of  the  day,  having 
seen  no  signs  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  Satisfied  that  the  objects 
sought  to  be  accomplished  by  the  reconnaissance  had  been  obtained,  as 
far  as  it  was  possible,  I returned,  by  easy  marches,  to  Little  Pock,  reach- 
ing this  place  on  the  eighth  day,  making  an  average  of  30  miles  march- 
ing a day,  and  with  the  horses  improved  by  having  had,  during  the  ex- 
pedition, plenty  of  long  forage. 

The  information  obtained  from  various  sources  is  given  below,  such 
of  it  as  in  my  estimation  is  of  doubtful  value  being  noted  from  the  rest. 

Kirby  Smith  is  at  Shreveport,  having  recently  made  a visit  to  Wash- 
ington, with  no  great  number  of  troops  at  that  point.  Holmes  is  said 
to  have  been  ordered  east  of  the  Mississippi.  Price  is  at  Woodlawn, 
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about  18  miles  south  of  west  of  Camden;  has  with  him,  or  in  that  vicin- 
ity,  McBae’s,  Parsons7,  Frost’s,  and  probably  Tappan’s  brigades,  with  the  | 
same  artillery  that  he  had  at  Little  Bock.  Fagan  and  “ Texas”  [W.  H.] 
Parsons  are  at  Camden,  with  about  1,000  infantry,  800  cavalry,  and 
several  pieces  of  artillery.  A number  of  conscripts,  returned  deserters, 
and  State  troops  are  under  his  command,  but  widely  scattered  through 
the  country,  on  outpost  and  foraging  service.  “ Texas”  Parsons  was 
at  Mount  Elba,  on  the  Saline,  a few  days  before  I reached  Princeton, 
but  had  returned  with  his  command  to  Camden. 

On  the  4th,  General  Fagan  came  up  to  the  camp  below  Princeton,  and 
thence  to  Tulip,  where  he  staid  about  half  an  hour.  I could  not  dis- 
cover the  object  of  his  visit.  He  returned  next  day  to  Camden. 

The  country  is  full  of  rumors  of  an  advance  in  the  direction  of  Ben- 
ton and  Little  Bock,  but  I did  not  discover  any  signs  of  any  serious 
intention  to  do  so. 

The  enemy  are  engaged  in  building  one  or  more  pontoon  bridges  at 
Camden,  but  this  is  probably  simply  a precaution  against  the  rise  of 
the  Washita. 

Marmaduke’s  headquarters  were  said  to  be  at  Clear  Spring,  17  miles 
west  of  Arkadelphia,  and  6 miles  south  of  the  road  from  Arkadelphia 
to  Washington.  His  command  was  reported  to  be  at  various  points  in 
that  section  of  country ; nothing,  so  far  as  I could  learn  reliably  (ex- 
cept a small  outpost  on  the  Caddo  and  one  at  Arkadelphia),  nearer  than 
the  body  with  him  at  headquarters. 

The  Washita  was  rising  slowly  and  the  sky  threatening  rain  when  I 
reached  Bockport,  on  my  return,  and  I feared,  if  I crossed,  the  stream 
would  become  impassable  before  I could  get  back. 

The  whole  force  of  the  enemy,  from  wdiat  I could  gather,  I take  to  be 
about  13,000  to  15,000  effective  men,  including  Marmaduke’s  command, 
and  all  armed.  Many  of  them  are  conscripts  and  raw  State  troops,  which 
can  hardly  be  called  effective,  and  little  likely  to  become  so. 

I have  prepared  a careful  sketch  of  the  road,  from  notes  taken  while 
on  the  march.  This  is  taken  without  instruments,  and  with  only  such 
appliances  and  facilities  as  could  be  used  on  the  march;  but  is,  as  far  as 
may  be  under  these  drawbacks,  accurate.  The  sketch  will  be  forwarded, 
and  a general  description  of  the  road  anti  country,  as  soon  as  I can  pro- 
cure proper  paper  upon  which  to  make  it. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  MEBBILL, 

Colonel , Commanding  Second  Brigade , Cavalry  Bivis  ion. 

Col.  F.  H.  Manter,  Chief  of  Staff . 

P.  S. — List  of  killed  and  wounded:  William  McChesney,  private 
Company  H,  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  severely  wounded  in  shoulder ; arm 
amputated. 


DECEMBER  9-19,  1863. — Scouts  from  Houston,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Richard  Murphy , Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Detachment  Fifth  Missouri  S.  M.  Cavalry, 

Houston , Mo .,  December  20,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report,  re- 
quired by  General  Orders,  No.  23,  from  District  Headquarters,  dated 
November  24,  1863,  for  the  week  ending  December  20,  1863: 

December  9,  1863,  Lieutenant  Boyd,  Company  I,  Sixth  Provisional 
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Regiment  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  with  a force  of  20  men  of  Com- 
pany I,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  in  the  direction  of  the  Mountain 
Store,  after  marching  to  Opossum  Creek,  a distance  of  15  miles,  struck 
a trail  of  several  rebels,  the  same  that  had  captured  and  stripped  some 
of  Company  D the  day  previous.  After  following  some  distance,  he 
discovered  he  was  too  far  in  the  rear  to  accomplish  much  by  following 
tbe  trail.  He  marched  for  the  Mountain  Store.  While  in  that  vicinity 
he  got  close  after  a band  of  rebels  that  had  just  robbed  some  families. 
He  pursued  them  for  several  miles,  when  they  left  the  road  and  struck 
into  the  woods  and  scattered,  still  bearing  south.  Being  there  joined  by 
2 of  our  scouts  and  2 men  of  our  command,  he  concluded  it  would  be 
best  to  march  still  farther  south,  and  get  beyond  these  bands  that  were 
bearing  him  in  that  direction.  He  accordingly  took  a course  that  brought 
him  to  the  headwaters  of  the  North  Fork  of  White  Biver,  and  followed 
it  for  15  miles.  Not  finding  any  bushwhackers,  he  turned  in  the  direc- 
tion of  West  Plains,  and  thence  to  Indian  Creek  and  Howell  Valley ; 
and  having  ascertained  the  men  he  was  pursuing  had  passed  twelve 
hours  ahead  of  him,  the  men  and  horses  being  worn  down  for  the  want 
of  feed,  having  marched  one  time  thirty  hours  without  forage,  he  thought 
it  prudent  to  return  to  camp,  which  he  did  by  the  way  of  Jack’s  Fork. 
While  passing  the  last-named  place  he  came  upon  the  notorious  guer- 
rilla Clark,  who,  in  attemping  to  escape,  was  killed.  Without  getting 
any  further  information  worthy  of  note,  he  returned  to  camp,  being 
absent  eight  days,  making  a march  of  200  miles. 

Sergt.  A.  L.  Thomas,  Company  F,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  started 
on  the  morning  of  December  18,  with  6 men,  in  the  direction  of  Big  Creek, 
scouting  the  country  for  12  miles  around  without  discovering  anything 
worthy  of  note,  and  camped  at  the  Widow  Brown’s.  Next  day,  the  19th, 
returned  again. 

Corpl.  John  Gortscamp,  of  Company  G,  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia, 
started  in  the  direction  of  Johnson’s  Mills,  with  6 men,  on  the  morning 
of  December  19.  He  scouted  all  that  day,  and  camped  at  the  mills  at 
night.  He  started  at  G o’clock  on  the  following  morning.  During  the 
course  of  the  day  he  fell  in  with  Sergeant  McDowell,  of  Company  B, 
Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry.  He  then  changed  his  course.  He 
fell  in  with  Captain  McKinney,  of  Company  I,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia. 
Changing  his  course  again,  he  scouted  through  that  section  of  the  coun- 
try, and  arrived  on  the  20th,  at  7 p.  m.,  without  making  any  further  dis- 
coveries worthy  of  note. 

Captain  McKinney  started,  with  12  men  of  our  detachment,  in  the 
direction  of  Piney  on  the  morning  of  December  10,  in  search  of  mail  rob- 
bers. He  traveled  the  country  for  30  miles  all  around,  and,  not  finding 
any  trace  of  them,  he  returned  to  camp  on  December  20,  having  been 
absent  four  days  and  marched  a distance  of  100  miles.  I have  another 
scout  out,  which  I have  not  heard  from  as  yet.  I have  sent  4 men  with 
dispatches  to  Bolla,  and  [they]  have  not  returned. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  MURPHY, 

Capt.j  Comdg.  Detachment  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Capt.  J.  Lovell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Bolla  District , Bolla , Mo. 
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DECEMBER  14,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Caddo  Mill,  Ark. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Cot.  Owen  A.  Bassett , Second  Kansas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Second  Kansas  Cavalry, 

Waldron , Arlc.,  December  16,  1863. 

Captain  : 1 have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  13th  instant,  I sent 
Lieutenant  [P.j  Cosgrove,  Company  G,  and  Lieutenant  [B.  B.]  Mitchell, 
Company  K,  with  40  men  of  the  Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  to  Caddo  Gap, 
and,  having  returned,  Lieutenant  Cosgrove  reports: 

That  on  Sunday  morning,  at  9 o’clock,  he  left  Waldron,  and  proceeded 
south  7 miles  out  from  this  place,  taking  the  right-hand  road,  and,  having 
crossed  Fourche  la  Fave,  took  the  left-hand  road  (known  as  the  Texas 
road),  and  bivouacked  between  Fourche  la  Fave  and  Ouachita,  30  miles 
from  Waldron.  Monday,  crossed  Ouachita  and  South  Fork  at  McCon- 
nell’s Mill,  and  there  learned  that  there  had  been  a force  (detachment 
from  Shelby)  there  the  night  before,  and  proceeded  on  to  Farrar’s  Mill, 
on  Caddo,  reaching  that  place  at  sundown.  There  learned  that  a party 
of  15  men  were  half  an  hour  ahead  of  him.  He  pushed  on  as  rapidly 
as  possible  7 miles,  and  came  upon  a camp  in  the  woods  half  a mile  from 
Caddo  Mill;  charged  upon  the  camp,  killed  2 and  wounded  1 at  least;  cap- 
tured 1 prisoner,  8 negroes,  3 Wagons,  6 mules,  6 horses,  and  a number 
of  worthless  arms.  It  was  dark,  the  woods  thick  and  bushy,  and  most  of 
the  men  made  their  escape.  Made  a bonfire  of  the  plunder.  Brought 
away  1 wagon,  and  returned  to  Farrar’s  Mill  and  fed,  having  traveled 
42  miles.  Started  again  about  2 a.  m.  Tuesday,  and  reached  Mount  Ida 
at  daylight,  and  fed.  Marched  again  at  8 a.  m.  on  the  road  leading  to 
Waldron,  and  bivouacked  in  Fourche  la  Fave  Valley,  38  miles  from 
Farrar’s  Mill.  Started  this  morning  at  8 o’clock,  and  arrived  here  at  4 
p.  m.;  20  miles.  Total  distance  marched,  139  miles. 

Lieutenant  Cosgrove  learned  that  on  Friday  (the  day  I left  Caddo 
Gap)  a scout  came  up  the  road  as  far  as  Farrar’s  Mill,  and  returned  the 
same  day,  claiming  to  have  200  men,  and  he  could  not  ascertain  that 
there  had  been  any  other  party  up  from  the  south  since  that  day.  He 
learned  also  that  Lieutenant  [E.  S.]  Stover,  who  had  the  skirmish  as 
reported  in  my  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  killed  3 men.  One  of  the  men 
killed  by  Lieutenant  Cosgrove  was  Captain  Daniels. 

Lieutenants  Cosgrove  and  Mitchell  were  sent  without  rations.  I was 
unable  to  furnish  even  salt  for  their  fresh  meat,  which  latter  article 
constituted  their  entire  subsistence,  and  they  state  to  me  that  they  found 
only  enough  corn  to  feed  their  animals  four  times. 

I consider  them  and  their  men  entitled  [to  praise]  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  performed  their  duty. 

Respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

OWEN  A.  BASSETT, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

Captain  Laurant, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  the  Frontier. 
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DECEMBER  16,  1863. — Demonstration  on  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T. 

Abstract  from  u Record  of  Events  f District  of  the  Frontier  * 

December  16,  the  rebels,  under  Colonels  Stand  Watie,  Adair,  and 
Quantrill,  moved  to  attack  Fort  Gibson,  but  fell  back  as  troops  moved 
out  of  the  post.  Federal  loss,  2 men  killed  and  2 wounded.  Rebel  loss, 
killed  and  wounded,  5. 


DECEMBER  16-31,  1863. — Scout  from  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  including  skir- 
mishes (23d)  at  Stroud’s  Store  and  (25th)  on  Buffalo  River.t 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Sanborn,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  South- 
western Missouri. 

No.  2. — Capt.  John  I.  Worthington,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  (Union). 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Brig . Gen.  John  B.  Sanborn , U.  S.  Army , commanding  District 
of  Southwestern  Missouri. 

Springfield,  Mo.,  January  3,  1864. 

Major  : The  force  of  the  First  Arkansas  that  left  Fayetteville  on  the 
15th  ultimo  has  returned,  after  marching  through  Carroll,  Marion, 
Searcy,  and  Madison  Counties.  Captain  Worthington,  in  command, 
reports  that  he  had^kirmishing  nearly  every  day  and  hard  fighting  on 
the  23d,  24th,  and  25th.  On  the  two  first  days  the  enemy  numbered 
about  200,  and  were  routed  in  confusion.  On  the  25th  they  were  re- 
enforced by  800  men,  and  fought  in  Searcy  County,  on  Richland  Creek, 
with  great  determination,  charging  his  howitzers  and  losing  30  men 
killed,  and  the  usual  proportion  of  wounded.  After  these  affairs  the 
force  came  back  to  Fayetteville,  bringing  all  material  except  2 wagons, 
left  on  account  of  the  roads.  Our  loss  is  7 killed  and  8 wounded ; 1 offi- 
cer wounded.  I think  this  rebel  force  is  Colonel  Love’s.  I will  en- 
deavor to  dispose  of  this  force  in  a few  days,  if  the  weather  is  such  that 
I can  move  troops.  Our  force  at  Neosho  has  had  quite  a success  in  de- 
stroying bands  of  rebels.  Full  report  will  be  sent  forward  in  due  time. 

JOHN  B.  SANBORN, 

Brigadier-  General . 

Maj.  Oliver  D.  Greene, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri, 

Springfield , ilio.,  January  16,  1864. 

Major  : A detachment  of  the  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry,  of  40  men, 
was  in  Searcy  County  on  the  25th  ultimo,  and  within  10  miles  of  Captain 
Worthington’s  command  during  its  engagement  on  that  day,  but  could 
not  join  him.  On  the  following  day  this  scout  had  an  affair  with  the 

* From  return  for  month  of  December,  1863.  A See  also  Appendix,  p.  913. 
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rebels  at  tlie  county  seat  (Barronsville),  at  which  G rebels  'were  killed, 
among  them  Captain  Wright,  and  4 wounded,  and  1G  taken  prisoners, 
First  Lieutenant  Hensley  being  one  of  them. 

Our  loss  in  this  affair  none. 

JOHN  B.  SANBOEN, 
Brigadier - General , Commanding. 

Maj.  Oliver  D.  Greene, 

Assistant  Adjutant- (General. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  I.  Worthington , First  Arkansas  Cavalry  [Union). 

Fayetteville,  Ark.,  January  8,  1864. 

Major:  Acting  under  orders  from  Colonel  Harrison,  commanding 
troops  in  the  field,  I marched,  on  the  16th  day  of  December,  1863,  with 
112  men  of  the  First  Arkansas  Cavalry  and  one  gun  of  the  howitzer  bat- 
tery attached  to  the  regiment.  My  orders  required  me  to  scout  the 
counties  of  Carroll,  Marion,  and  Searcy.  I reached  Carrollton  (county 
seat  of  Carroll  County)  on  the  19th,  after  skirmishing  slightly  with  a 
few  bushwhackers.  *On  the  22d  we  marched  to  Stroud’s  Store,  having 
dispersed  and  broken  up  all  the  small  bands  of  the  enemy  that  infested 
Carroll  County,  killing  11  men  and  losing  2,  who  were  wounded ; neither 
dangerously.  On  the  23d,  at  daybreak,  we  resumed  our  march  in  the 
direction  of  Yellville,  and  had  not  proceeded  more  than  a quarter  of  a 
mile  when  our  advance  was  fired  upon,  and  we  soon  after  encountered 
a rebel  force  of  200  or  300  men,  under  command  of  Captain  Marshall. 
Dismounting  75  men,  I attacked,  routed,  and  pursued  him  through  the 
brush  about  5 miles,  driving  him  from  every  positi(^i,  and  scattering  his 
men  in  every  direction.  On  the  24th,  the  enemy  were  constantly  iu  sight, 
but  kept  out  of  range.  On  the  25th,  while  encamped  on  Buffalo  Eiver, 
in  Searcy  County,  the  enemy,  having  been  re-enforced  by  Major  Gunning 
with  200  men  from  Yellville,  aided  by  Colonel  Freeman  with  500  men 
from  Izard  County,  advanced  again  upon  us,  driving  in  two  parties  that 
I had  out  foraging  and  to  gain  information  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy.  In  this  affair  we  lost  4 men  killed  and  4 wounded,  making 
our  total  loss  to  this  date  10  men  killed  and  wounded.  At  3 p.  m.  I 
received  a flag  of  truce  from  the  enemy,  asking  a suspension  of  hostil- 
ities until  daylight  next  morning,  for  the  purpose  of  burying  the  dead 
and  taking  care  of  the  wounded  and  exchanging  prisoners.  My  wounded 
men  having  fallen  into  the  enemy’s  hands,  this  I refused;  but  granted 
a truce  of  one  and  a half  hours,  and  then  sent  and  brought  the  wounded 
into  camp,  and  buried  the  dead.  I learned  from  the  enemy  that  they  had 
lost  during  the  day  9 killed  and  5 wounded.  Finding  that  Major  Gun- 
ning, with  his  own  force  and  Marshall’s  men,  was  encamped  within  a 
mile  below  my  camp,  while  Colonel  Freeman’s  command  was  about  2£ 
miles  above,  and  intending  to  attack  me  at  daybreak  the  next  morniug, 
I immediately  determined  to  assume  the  offensive,  and  attacked  Major 
Gunning  about  8 o’clock  at  night,  and,  after  fighting  ten  or  fifteen  min- 
utes, routed  him,  with  a loss  of  14  killed  and  between  30  and  40  wounded. 
The  whole  rebel  force,  as  I have  since  learned,  fell  back  during  that 
night  and  the  next  day  to  Clapper’s  Mill,  in  Carroll  County.  \Ve  then 
returned  without  any  further  interruption,  by  way  of  Newton  County, 
Arkansas,  to  this  place,  which  we  reached  on  the  31st  day  of  December, 
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iSfiS  our  whole  loss  while  out  being  4 killed  and  G wounded.  Alter 
lea  vino'  King’s  River  we  found  an  abundance  of  forage.  During  the  pas 
season”  a large  quantity  of  corn  and  wheat  nfcesof 

Carroll,  Marion,  and  Searcy.  In  the  vicinity  ol  Mai  shall  si ^airie, . Mano 
Pmrnlv  in  a circuit  of  10  miles,  there  are  corn  and  oats  enough  to  supply 
a regiment  of  cavalry  twelve  months.  Flouring  mills,  wheat,  and  pork 
are  also  obtainable  to  an  extent  sufficient  for  the  same  purpose.  The 
same  remark  will  apply  to  the  country  east  of  Carrollton  and  north  of 
the  mountains  as  far  east  as  Fulton  County.  The  country  is  AUed  with 
refugee  Missourians,  who  are  committing  all  kinds  of  mischief,  pluu 
dering  the  families  of  the  soldiers  who  are  serving  in  our  regiment  an< 

^There^no ^arTofArkansas  where  the  loyal  sentiment  wasstroiiger 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war  than  m these  counties.  At  thefirst 
call  for  volunteers,  the  men  left  their  homes  and  joined  the  Federal 
Army,  and  their  families  are  now  a prey  to  the  refugee  rcbels  of  Missoun. 
A nost  in  the  vicinity  of  Marshall  Prairie  would  completely  break  up 
4is  rebel  rendezvous,  and  do  more,  I respectfully  submit,  toward 
storing  peace  to  that  section  of  Arkansas  than  anything  else  that  could 

^InTonclusion,  let  me  say  that  the  men  of  my  command  behaved  in  a 
manner  highly  creditable  to  their  coolness  and  courage. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Captain  Company  E,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

Maj.  T.  J.  Hunt, 

Commanding  Arkansas  volunteers. 


DECEMBER  18, 1863— Skirmish  near  Sheldon’s  Place,  Barren  Fork,  Ind.  T. 

Report  of  Capt.  Alexander  C.  Spilman,  Third  Indian  Rome  Guards. 

Fort  Gibson,  Cherokee  Nation, 

December  23,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  your  instruc- 
tions I marched  from  Fort  Gibson  at  3.30  p.  m.,  December  17,  with  a 
force’ of  about  290  infantry,  consisting  of  details  from  the  Flrst,  Secon(l, 
and  Third  Indian  Regiments,  and  one  howitzer.  I took  the  Park  H I 
road,  and,  passing  that  place,  went  into  camp  at  the  crossing  of  toe  Illi- 
nois, at  midnight.  By  inquiry  at  Park  Hill,  I learned  that  Col.  S.  W atie  s 
force,  variously  estimated  at  from  500  to  800  men,  after  plundering  Mur- 
rel’s  house  and  burning  the  negro  cabins  at  Chief  Ross’  place,  had  moved 
during  the  afternoon  toward  the  Illinois  River,  stating  their  intentio 
to  camp  in  the  Illinois  bottom  that  night.  Morning  came,  and  I was  still 
ignorant  of  the  exact  whereabouts  of  the  rebels,  though  satisfied  that 
their  camp  was  not  far  distant.  I moved  out  of  campbetween7  and  8 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  taking  the  road  leading  up  th®  barren  rork. 
During  the  morning  two  small  parties  of  rebels,  one  of  10  and  an 
other  of  5 men,  approached  our  column,  mistaking  us  for  their  own  men. 
They  were  fired  upon,  and  1 was  killed ; but  not  having  “°“nted 
pursue  them,  the  remainder  escaped.  I now  became  satisfied  that  we 
were  in  close  proximity  to  the  rebel  force.  The  road  lay  first .on  me 
and  then  on  the  other  side  of  Barren  Fork,  the  valley  of  which  was  nar- 
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row,  and  covered  with  thick  timber  and  underbrush,  and  walled  in  on 
either  side  by  precipitous  hills.  About  three-quarters  of  a mile  beyond 
Sheldon’s  place  the  advance  guard  reported  the  enemy  in  force  just 
ahead.  I proceeded  to  the  front,  and  discerned,  through  the  thick  under- 
growth of  brush,  their  line,  formed  in  a heavily  timbered  ravine,  of  dis- 
mounted men,  the  right  resting  upon  the  road,  and  the  left  reaching  up 
the  ravine  into  the  hill  on  the  right  of  the  road.  I immediately  brought 
forward  the  howitzer,  supported  by  95  men  of  the  First  Indian  Regi- 
ment,  under  command  of  Captain  Willets,  placed  it  in  position  on  the 
right  of  the  road,  and  deployed  the  Cherokees,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant [L.  F.]  Parsons,  Third  Indian  Regiment,  still  farther  to  the  right, 
between  the  gun  and  the  foot  of  the  hill. 

These  preparations  were  not  completed  when  the  enemy  opened  on 
us  a heavy  fire  from  small-arms.  This  was  replied  to  by  our  men 
with  promptness  and  spirit.  As  soon  as  the  howitzer  opened  upon 
the  rebels,  their  line  was  completely  broken,  and  they  retreated  in 
some  confusion  up  the  ravine,  to  the  top  of  the  hill.  The  Cherokees, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Parsons,  followed  them,  and  drove  them 
about  a quarter  of  a mile  beyond  the  crest  of  the  hill,  where  they 
again  formed,  and  were  a second  time  routed  by  our  men.  The  road 
being  now  clear  in  front,  I ordered  the  men  back,  and  moved  on  about 
a quarter  of  a mile  to  take  a better  position,  where  there  was  higher 
ground  and  several  log  buildings,  for  the  protection  of  our  infantry. 
We  had  no  sooner  taken  this  position  than  the  rebels,  rallying,  renewed 
the  attack.  A few  discharges  of  canister  and  shell  from  the  howitzer 
drove  them  out  of  the  valley,  and  they  took  possession  of  the  adjoining 
hill,  which  was  heavily  timbered.  Sheltering  themselves  here  behind 
trees  and  rocks,  the  rebels  opened  a fire  at  long  range  upon  our  men, 
who  replied  from  the  cover  of  the  log-houses.  The  fighting  here  lasted 
for  more  than  two  hours,  without  any  decided  advantage  to  either  party. 
I saw  that  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  crest  of  the  hill  by  a charge 
would  be  difficult  and  hazardous.  I also  knew  that  if  they  came  over 
the  hill  into  the  valley  to  fight,  we  had  decidedly  the  advantage  of  them. 
Thinking  to  draw  them  out,  I ordered  the  command  forward  on  the  road, 
as  if  to  abandon  the  position.  It  had  the  desired  effect.  The  enemy  sup- 
posing, doubtless,  that  we  were  retreating,  came  over  the  hill,  all  dis- 
mounted, and  in  larger  numbers  than  they  had  before  shown  themselves, 
and  advanced  toward  the  houses  we  were  leaving.  Our  men  were  im- 
mediately rallied,  and  returned  to  their  former  position  on  the  double- 
quick.  The  howitzer  was  quickly  brought  up,  and  opened  fire  upon  the 
advancing  enemy,  who  withstood  the  shock  but  one  moment,  and  then 
turned  and  fled.  Our  men  pursued  them,  driving  them  ever  the  hill  and 
beyond  it  nearly  a mile.  The  rout  of  the  rebels  was  now  complete;  they 
did  not  again  make  the  least  attempt  to  rally.  Our  casualties  during 
the  engagement  were  comparatively  light.  I regret  that  I must  record 
the  loss  of  Captain  Willets,  First  Indian  Regiment,  who  fell,  mortally 
wounded,  while  gallantly  leading  his  men  in  the  early  part  of  the  en- 
gagement; Private  Arch  Benner,  Company  H,  Third  Indian  Regiment, 

and , Company  F,  First  Indian  Regiment,  received  severe,  but,  it  is 

thought,  not  fatal,  wounds.  Two  of  the  howitzer  horses  were  wounded, 
one  so  badly  that  it  had  to  be  abandoned  on  the  road ; also  2 mules, 
belonging  to  the  six-mule  team,  were  wounded,  one  of  which  had  to  be 
abandoned. 

I am  not  prepared  to  state  with  accuracy  the  loss  of  the  rebels.  From 
their  own  admission,  and  the  statement  of  parties  who  visited  the  field 
after  the  engagement,  I should  estimate  their  loss  to  be  not  less  than  12 
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killed  and  25  wounded,  besides  a large  number  of  horses  killed  and 
disabled. 

The  conduct  of  our  officers  and  men  during  the  engagement  was  in 
the  highest  degree  commendable.  In  particular  I must  be  allowed  to 
acknowledge  the  valuable  services  of  Lieutenant  Parsons,  Company  E, 
Third  Indian  Regiment,  whose  fearless  demeanor  and  spirited  .conduct 
animated  and  encouraged  our  men,  and  tended  greatly  to  secure  our 
success.  Lieutenant  [William]  Roberts,  First  Indian,  upon  whom  the 
command  of  the  First  Indian  devolved  after  Captain  Willets  was 
wounded;  Captains  [B.]  Gritts  and  Ahleechar,  Second  Indian,  and  Lieu- 
tenant [I.]  Turner,  Third  Indian,  all  did  their  duty  bravely  and  well. 

The  gun  detail,  belonging  to  Company  L,  Third  Indian,  under  com- 
mand of  Sergeant  Hendricks,  are  also  entitled  to  credit  for  the  coolness 
and  skill  they  displayed. 

As  my  instructions  were  to  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  re- 
enforce Major  Foreman,  at  Rhea’s  Mills,  I resumed  the  march  as  soon 
as  satisfied  that  the  enemy  had  no  intention  of  returning. 

Surg.  [A.  J.]  Ritchie,  Second  Indian  Regiment,  who  was  in  attend- 
ance upon  the  wounded,  deemed  it  advisable  to  leave  them  at  Roach’s 
house,  4 miles  from  the  scene  of  the  engagement,  which  was  accordingly 
done.  I went  into  camp  at  Duncan’s  place  about  sundown,  having 
accomplished  a march  of  about  18  miles.  The  next  morning  we  were 
again  in  motion  at  daylight,  and,  without  further  hinderance  or  incident 
worthy  of  note,  joined  Major  Foreman,  at  Rhea’s  Mills,  that  evening. 

In  conclusion,  I must  be  allowed  to  compliment  the  soldiers  of  my 
command  upon  their  constancy  and  endurance  in  accomplishing,  with- 
out murmur  or  complaint,  this  difficult  march,  in  weather  at  times  bit- 
terly cold,  and  all  the  while  scantily  supplied  with  food. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  0.  SPILMAN, 

Capt.  Company  I>,  Third  Indian  Regiment , Comdg.  Detachment.  . 

Col.  William  A.  Phillips, 

Commanding  First  Brigade , Army  of  the  Frontier . 


DECEMBER  23-25,  1863. — Attack  on  Centreville,  Mo.,  and  pursuit  of  the 
Confederates,  including  skirmish  (25th)  at  Pulliam’s. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Oliver  D.  Greene,  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Maj.  James  Wilson,  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Oliver  D.  Greene , Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  IS.  Army. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , December  28,  1863. 

General  : An  entire  company  of  the  Third  Missouri  State  Militia 
was  captured  at  Centreville,  Reynolds  County,  by  guerrillas,  under 
Reves,  on  the  23d  instant.  Major  Wilson,  of  the  Third  Missouri  State 
Militia,  followed  the  party,  and,  at  3 p.  m.  Christmas  day,  he  overtook 


784 


MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 


and  attacked ; killed  and  wounded  35,  captured  150  prisoners  (13  offi- 
cers), all  equipage  and  ammunition,  and  125  horses ; recaptured  all  pris- 
oners. Our  loss,  1 killed  and  8 wounded. 

OLIVER  D.  GREENE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

West  Point , N.  Y. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Maj.  James  Wilson , Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  December  30,  18G3. 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  your  orders  of  the  23d  instant,  I left  Pilot 
Knob,  in  command  of  200  men,  about  10  a.  m.  December  23, 1863,  arriv- 
ing at  Patterson  at  9 p.  m.  Left  there  at  daylight  on  the  24th,  and  en- 
camped at  Long’s  at  9 p.  m.,  having  traveled  35  miles.  Marched  again 
at  3 a.  m.  25th  instant;  passed  through  Doniphan,  taking  a southwest- 
erly direction  toward  the  Arkansas  line.  Eight  miles  from  Doniphan, 

1 captured  2 pickets;  2 miles  farther  I captured  one  other  post,  and  still 

2 miles  farther  on  came  upon  a rolling  picket  or  patrol,  and  run  them  off 
of  the  road,  capturing  1 and  compelling  him  to  lead  us  to  the  camp  of 
Reves.*  Arriving  at  the  camp,  I divided  my  men  into  two  columns,  and 
charged  upon  them  with  my  whole  force.  The  enemy  fired,  turned,  and 
threw  down  their  arms  and  fled,  with  the  exception  of  30  or  35,  and  they 
were  riddled  with  bullets  or  pierced  through  with  the  saber  almost  in- 
stantly. The  enemy  lost  in  killed  about  30;  wounded  mortally,  3; 
slightly,  2;  total  killed  and  wounded,  35.  Prisoners  captured,  112; 
horses,  besides  those  of  Company  C,  75;  also  all  their  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  camp  equipage.  Not  having  means  of  transportation,  I was 
compelled  to  destroy  the  bigger  portion  of  the  arms  and  all  the  tents 
and  other  camp  equipage. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  I started  for  Pilot  Knob,  arriving  here 
about  4 p.  m.  on  the  29th  of  December,  1863. 

I cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  praise  of  the  officers  and  men 
under  my  command.  There  was  no  loss  on  our  side  in  killed  or  wounded. 

JAMES  WILSON, 

Commanding  Third  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Col.  R.  G.  Woodson, 

Commanding  Post , Pilot  Knob,  Mo. 


DECEMBER  24-29,  1863. — Scout  from  Cassville,  Mo. 

Report  of  Lieut.  John  E.  Phelps,  Third  TJ.  S.  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Post, 
Cassville , Mo.,  January  4,  1864. 

General  : I forward  report  of  two  scouts,  one  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  [A.  A.]  Irwin,  the  other  in  charge  of  Lieut.  A.  J.  Garner, 
Second  Arkansas  Cavalry. 

* At  Pulliam’s,  17  miles  southwest  of  Doniphan. 
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On  the  24th  ultimo,  I gave  orders  to  Lieutenant  Garner  to  proceed  in 
the  direction  of  and  beyond  Pineville  and  reconnoiter  with  50  men,  and 
ascertain,  if  possible,  the  movements  of  Stand  Watie,  who  was  said  to 
be  in  that  neighborhood  with  500  or  000  men. 

Lieutenant  Garner  arrived  on  CowTskin  Creek ; found  that  Stand 
Watie  had  been  there,  but  left  the  day  before.  He  followed  his  trail  to 
the  line;  but  the  enemy  being  too  far  ahead,  the  pursuit  was  fruitless, 
and  abandoned.  At  the  headwaters  of  Butler’s  Greek,  where  he  had 
turned  out,  Lieutenant  Garner  found  and  took  possession  of  a cave, 
with  a blacksmith’s  shop,  and  about  100  bushels  of  corn  in  it.  He  de- 
stroyed all.  Ten  miles  below,  on  the  same  stream,  in  another  cave,  of 
#3  guerrillas  found  there,  1 was  killed,  1 wounded,  the  other  escaped. 
In  this  cave  Lieutenant  Garner  found  a small  parcel  of  dry  goods,  about 

2 pounds  of  gunpowder,  1 bushel  salt,  1 shotgun,  and  1 rifle.  These,  but 
the  dry  goods,  he  ordered  destroyed.  From  a point  12  miles  farther 
down  stream,  he  scouted  in  various  directions,  and  found  himself  in  a 
section  of  country  swarming  with  guerrillas.  He  burned  four  houses  on 
Butler’s  Creek,  and  seized  three  yokes  of  oxen  and  as  many  wagons. 
On  his  return,  the  29th  ultimo,  he  turned  over  the  captured  property  to 
the  quartermaster  at  this  post.  He  had  marched,  while  scouting  and 
reconnoitering,  about  150  miles.  In  the  mean  time  information  was 
received  that  one  of  my  men,  under  Lieutenant  [J.]  Brown,  had  been 
wounded  by  guerrillas  near  Gross  Hollow.  I dispatched  Lieutenant 
Irwin  to  that  vicinity  writh  26  men.  There  he  joined  Lieutenant 
Brown.  With  his  party  augmented  by  4 of  Lieutenant  Brown’s  men, 
the  balance  of  whom  were  ordered  to  return  to  Cassville  to  escort  the 
wounded  man,  Lieutenant  Ii;win,  hearing  of  the  noted  guerrilla  Glover, 
of  that  neighborhood,  proceeded  to  his  house,  and  set  fire  to  it.  Glover 
was  not  there.  From  that  place  he  advanced  in  a northeasterly  direc- 
tion, and,  at  a distance  of  about  1 mile  from  the  burning  house,  made  out 

3 bushwhackers  lurking  in  his  front.  He  gave  chase  for  about  2 miles, 
in  vain;  the  guerrillas  had  taken  refuge  in  the  brush.  At  night  (27th 
of  December,  1863)  Lieutenant  Irwin  camped  at  Black’s  Mill.  Next 
morning  his  pickets  were  fired  into ; but  the  enemy  fled  on  the  approach 
of  Irwin’s  party.  From  Black’s  Mill,  Lieutenant  Irwin  descended  in 
a southeasterly  direction,  on  White  Fiver.  At  the  ford  saw,  but  failed 
to  capture  or  kill,  a mounted  guerrilla.  Grossed  over  to  the  northeast, 
among  the  hills  bordering  the  river,  and,  in  a ravine,  at  the  residence 
of  Goon  Baker,  the  most  notorious  guerrilla  of  that  region,  surprised 
John  Boiler,  another  bandit.  In  attempting  to  escape,  this  Boiler  was 
shot  dead,  and  his  horse,  arms,  and  accouterments  captured.  They  were 
turned  over  to  the  quartermaster  at  the  post.  Lieutenant  Irwin  thence 
proceeded  northwest  toward  Indian  Creek.  Here  another  guerrilla 
and  robber  (Hairbright)  was  shot.  The  hills  known  as  Boiler’s  Bidge 
were  next  searched.  They  are  a well-known  rendezvous  for  bandits, 
murderers,  and  highwaymen.  Nothing  was  found,  and  Lieutenant  Irwin, 
after  four  days  of  meandering  march  through  a very  rugged  country, 
his  horses  tired,  almost  exhausted,  returned  to  this  post  on  the  30th 
ultimo  without  injury  or  loss.  He  marched  about  125  miles. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  PHELPS, 

Lieutenant  Third  TJ.  S.  Cavalry , Commanding  Post. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Sanborn, 

Commanding  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri. 
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DECEMBER  26-26,  1863— Scout  from  Salem,  Mo. 

Report  of  Capt.  Levi  E.  Whybarlc , Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Salem,  Mo.,  January  3,  1863  [1864]. 

Captain:  In  compliance  with  orders  received  from  Headquarters 
District  of  Rolla,  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  following 
report  of  scouts  and  escorts: 

On  the  26th  instant  [ultimo],  I sent  Lieut.  C.  Ringer  and  10  men  of  Com- 
pany C,  and  1 corporal  and  10  men  of  Company  M,  Fifth  Missouri  State 
Militia  Cavalry,  on  a scout  on  Current  River.  They  proceeded  down 
Gladden  Valley,  but  gained  no  information  of  any  bushwhackers.  When 
they  struck  Current  River  they  came  across  a small  band  of  bush- 
whackers, 8 or  10  in  number,  firing  on  them,  killing  3,  and  the  remainder 
escaped.  The  men  killed  were  Eli  Louis,  Sam.  Louis,  and  Bill  Boyce, 
Captured  all  their  plunder  and  some  6 or  7 horses.  These  were  the  men 
who  had  robbed  and  shot  old  man  Wasson  a few  days  previous. 

They  then  proceeded  up  the  river  to  Big  Creek,  and  scouted  the 
country  thoroughly ; then  returned  to  camp,  on  the  28th  instant  [ultimo], 
traveling  a distance  of  60  miles. 

******* 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  E.  WHYBARK, 

Captain , Commanding  Detachment , Salem , Mo. 

Capt.  J.  Lqyell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.  * 


DECEMBER  26,  1863 — JANUARY  2,  1864— Scout  from  Forsyth,  Mo.,  to 

Batesville,  Ark. 

Report  of  Capt.  James  J.  Alcard,  Eighth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

Springfield,  Mo.,  January  11,  1864. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you  the  following  report  of 
my  trip  from  Forsyth,  Mo.,  to  Batesville,  Ark.,  and  back  to  Spring- 
field,  Mo.: 

I left  Forsyth,  Mo.,  the  26th  of  December,  1863,  for  Batesville,  Ark., 
with  dispatch,  with  93  men.  I traveled  north  of  White  River.  The 
first  day  and  a half  travel  I found  no  forage,  which  was  about  45  miles 
from  Forsyth.  After  that  I found  plenty  on  down  to  Batesville.  I 
captured  9 prisoners  and  19  head  of  horses,  which  I turned  over  to  the 
provost-marshal  at  Batesville;  killed  2 going  down.  Arrived  at  Bates- 
ville on  the  29th  of  December,  1863,  and  left  on  the  30th  en  route  to 
Springfield,  Mo.,  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  [William]  Baumer,  First  Ne- 
braska Cavalry,  and  200  men.  Remained  and  scouted  with  them  until  the 
morning  of  the  2d  of  January,  1864,  when  we  separated.  I marched  for 
Springfield.  On  my  way  I captured  8 prisoners  and  killed  2.  Turned 
over  at  Springfield,  Mo.,  8 x>risoners  and  4 horses.  As  I went  down  I 
traveled  through  Mountain  Home,  Ark.,  and  passed  near  Calico  Rock, 
Ark.,  where  Colonel  Freeman’s  headquarters  were  said  to  be  at  that 
time;  from  there  down  through  Wild  Haws.  Came  back  through  Salem, 
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.rk.,  and  left  West  Plains  to  the  right.  Came  through  Bloomfield, 
[azelwood,  and  Marshfield:  found  forage  plenty  on  that  route. 

7 JAMES  J.  AKARD, 

Capt.  Company  A,  Eighth  Mo.  State  Mil.  Cav .,  Comdg . Scout. 

Lieut.  W.  D.  Hubbard, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen .,  District  of  Southwestern  Missouri. 


DECEMBER  29,  1863. — Attack  on  Waldron,  Ark. 

Abstract  from  u Record  of  Events  f District  of  the  Frontier* 

December  29,  outpost  at  Waldron,  Ark.,  consisting  of  35  men  from 
he  Second  Kansas  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Capt.  John  Gardner, 
attacked  by  100  rebels,  under  Major  Gibson.  Rebels  repulsed,  with  8 
aen  wounded  and  Major  Gibson  killed.  Federal  loss,  1 man  killed 
tnd  6 wounded. 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ORDERS,  AND  RETURNS  RELATING 
TO  OPERATIONS  IN  MISSOURI,  ARKANSAS,  KANSAS,  THE 
INDIAN  TERRITORY,  AND  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  NORTH- 
WEST, FROM  NOVEMBER  20,  1862,  TO  DECEMBER  31,  1862.1 

XJjN'IONT  cobresponden ce,  etc. 

Headquarters  Post  of  Elkhorn  Tavern, 

November  23,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron, 

Comdg.  2d  and  3 d Divs .,  Army  of  the  Frontier , Camp  Curtis  : 
Yellville  is  farther  to  the  east  than  our  scouts  have  penetrated.  Com- 
panies G and  K,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  are  now  in  Carroll  County. 
They  have  met  with  occasional  detachments  of  Home  Guards,  but  in  no 
strength.  They  have  lately  been  within  30  miles  of  Yellville,  but  did 
uot  think  it  prudent  to  try  to  enter  the  town.  I am  now  about  to  recall 
them,  as  their  horses  are  in  bad  shape. 

General  Blunt  is  still  at  Camp  Babcock,  where  he  was  on  the  15th 
instant,  the  date  of  an  important  dispatch  to  General  Schofield.  Camp 
Babcock  is  near  Lindsey’s  Prairie,  in  Benton  County.  The  enemy  seem 
to  have  retired  from  before  him,  and  from  conscripts  and  escaping  Mis- 
sourians I learn  that  Hindman’s  main  force  is  the  other  side  of  the 
Arkansas  River.  I received  a dispatch  from  Blunt  last  night  directing 
me  to  throw  out  scouting  parties  toward  Huntsville  and  Fayetteville. 
I have  done  so,  but  apprehend  no  particular  danger  from  those  direc- 
tions just  at  present.  There  is  something  mysterious,  however,  about 
the  reports  of  forces  at  Huntsville  that  I have  as  yet  been  unable  to 
fathom.  A day  may  clear  matters  up. 

A.  W.  BISHOP, 

Lieut.  Col.  First  Arkansas  Cavalry , Comdg*  at  Elkhorn  Tavern. 


[November  23, 1862. — For  Curtis  to  Halleck,  in  reference  to  troops  at 
New  Madrid,  Mo.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XVII,  Part  II,  p.  356.] 


* From  return  for  month  of  December,  1863. 

t Correspondence,  etc.,  January  1-December  31,  1863,  appears  in  Part  II. 
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Department  of  the  Missouri, 

November  23,  1862. 

Hear- Admiral  1).  D.  Porter,  Cairo , 111.  : 

Dispatch  from  Elkhorn,  Ark.,  reports  Arkansas  River  bank  full  at 
Van  Buren.  I am  also  informed  there  is  very  little  force  on  river  bank. 
It  would  be  a good  time  to  run  gunboats  up  Arkansas  and  take  boats 
and  Little  Rock. 

The  only  force  at  Arkansas  Post  has  probably  been  routed  by  my 
forces,  under  General  Ilovey. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) IIdqrs.  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

No.  19.  I Saint  Paul.,  Minn.,  November  23,  1862. 

I.  The  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  Military  Districts  of  this  depart- 
ment are  consolidated  into  one,  to  be  called  the  District  of  Minnesota, 
under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Sibley,  with  headquarters  at 
Saint  Paul. 

II.  The  headquarters  of  this  department  are  for  the  present  transferred 
to  Madison,  Wis. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Pope  : 

R.  O.  SELFRIDGE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  November  24,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halle  ok, 

General-in-Chief,  Washington , D.  C. : 

General  : Another  month  has  transpired  since  my  acceptance  of 
your  order  placing  me  in  this  command.  The  enemy  has  again  fallen 
bhek,  and  beyond  the  Boston  Mountains,  except  about  6,000  near  Cot- 
ton Plant  and  1,500  near  Yellville.  In  the  valley  of  the  Arkansas,  as 
near  as  I can  ascertain,  there  are  about  50,000,  distributed  at  different 
points  near  Little  Rock  and  Van  Buren. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  ordered  a regiment  from  Alton,  and  Blair’s 
brigade  (three  regiments),  and  the  Second  Ohio  Cavalry.  All  except 
this  last  regiment  go  down  the  river. 

Under  your  order  to  send  General  Steele  with  all  I could  spare  from 
Pilot  Knob,  I sent  about  4,000.  To  meet  pressing  demands  occasioned 
by  these  drafts  from  this  vicinity,  and  to  guard  prisoners,  who  have 
greatly  accumulated  by  the  surrender  of  most  of  the  bushwhackers 
of  Missouri,  I have  detained  the  Thirty-second  and  Thirty-third  Iowa 
Infantry. 

I have  authorized  a short  expedition  from  Helena  on  the  Arkansas 
Post,  via  White  River,  which  only  requires  a trip  of  one  day  up  White 
River  on  boats  and  a 15-mile  march.  I deemed  it  very  important  to 
check  the  progress  of-’ fortifications  the  rebels  had  commenced  at  that 
place.  This  move  from  Helena  is  so  short  that  it  will  not  prevent  the 
force  falling  into  line  just  as  readily  for  a down  river  movement,  which 
I take  for  granted  you  are  maturing. 

In  connection  with  this,  being  telegraphed  from  Elkhorn  Tavern  that 
the  Arkansas  was  bank  full  at  Yan  Buren,  I suggested  a move  of  the 
Navy  on  that  river  with  a gunboat ; but  the  rear-admiral  replied  that  his 
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boats  were  all  otherwise  engaged.  The  attack  on  the  Old  Post  should 

have  transpired  before  this  time.  „ , , . 

The  Armv  of  the  Frontier  has  been  divided,  and  General  bchoheld  is 
here  recruiting  his  impaired  health.  General  Blunt  is  near  Fayetteville, 
his  outposts  being  in  the  Indian  Territory  and  ar  Elkhorn  Tavern. 
General  Brown,  with  most  of  the  Missouri  troops,  is  in  command  of  the 
District  of  Southwestern  Missouri.  General  Herron  commands  the 
main  force  near  Ozark,  Mo.,  occupying  and  scouting  the  country  south 
of  that  region.  The  rebels  have  recommenced  the  manufacture  ot  salt- 
peter near  Yellville,  and  I have  directed  a cavalry  company  to  go  and 
effectually  destroy  it  and  the  surrounding  buildings. 

I halted  the  main  force  near  Ozark  because  the  enemy  some  days 
since  moved  toward  General  Blunt  in  formidable  force ; but  he  fell  back, 
and  I only  wait  to  know  how  far  back,  in  order  to  make  further  use  of 

the  force  under  General  Herron.  1 

General  Davidson  has  command  of  forces  m front  of  Pilot  Knob,  and 
is  arranging  bridges  so  as  to  make  it  convenient  to  unite  with  the  forces 
of  Herron,  and,  if  occasion  offers,  strike  down  on  to  the  waters  of  Black 
and  White  Bivers,  so  as  to  co-operate  with  movements  from  Helena. 

Except  some  bands  in  Jackson  and  adjacent  counties,  the  rebels  seem 
to  have  gone  south,  surrendered,  or  returned  to  their  homes,  apparently 

tired  of  bushwhacking.  . _ „ x , 

The  elections  in  this  State  went  off  without  a particle  of  strife  between 
soldiers  and  citizens,  except,  if  you  please,  in  Saint  Joseph,  where  the  en- 
rolled militia  assailed  enrolled  sympathizers  or  rebels.  My  orders  were 
that  soldiers  should  only  interpose  m case  of  actual  not.  The  result 
of  the  election  is  also  an  important  demonstration,  showing  the  loyalty 
of  the  people  and  their  hatred  of  rebellion.  The  most  radical  candi- 
dates, taking  the  boldest  stand  in  favor  of  the  Government,  have  been 
generally  elected  over  men  who  only  sought  to  run  on  conservative 
Union  grounds.  The  folly  of  trying  to  make  Missouri  a rebel  State  is 
thus  clearly  exposed,  and  this  result  will  also  speak  for  other  border 
States  similarly  situated,  such  as  Arkansas,  when  we  fairly  get  posses- 
sion of  the  mouths  of  her  great  rivers,  and  hold  them.  • 

Other  parts  of  my  department  are  quiet,  and  I am  only  seeking  to  rcg 
nlate  their  careful  and  economical  administration.  With  further  assur- 
ance  of  my  increasing  efforts  to  carry  out  the  wishes  and  aims  of  my 
commanding  general,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  B.  CUBT1S, 

Maior-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  Southwestern  Dist.  oe  Missouri, 

Springfield , November  24,  1862. 

Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis,  . . 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Saint  Louis}  Mo.: 

A spy  from  south  of  Carrollton,  Ark.,  reached  here  this  morning,  and 
reports  that  Price  has  superseded  Holmes  in  command  of  the  enemy  s 
forces  in  Arkansas,  and  is  massing  his  troops  on  Big  Mulberry  lor  a 
movement  into  Missouri.  It  is  country  rumor,  but  may  be  m part  true. 
Numbers  of  small  bodies  of  the  guerrillas  crossed  Osage  Biver above 
Taberville  on  Thursday,  and  have  appeared  in  some  force  in  Newton 
County.  Colonel  Philips,  Seventh  Kegiment  Missouri  State  Militia, 
commanding  at  Newtonia,  reports  that  they  become  so  strong  that 

additional  force  is  necessary  to  hold  them  in  check. 

E.  B.  BBOWN, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 
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Springfield,  November  24,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Saint  Louis : 

The  time  of  service  of  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  expired  on  the 
20th.  The  county  is  overrun  with  guerrillas,  and  to  disarm  the  people 
at  present  would  leave  them  and  their  families  at  the  mercy  of  these 
hordes  of  robbers.  No  order  has  yet  been  made  from  State  headquar- 
ters to  continue  the  service.  I respectfully  urge  immediate  action. 
Philips  * has  asked  for  re-enforcements.  General  Herron  has  sent 
him  500  men.  The  commanding  officer  at  Bowers’  Mills  reports  large 
bands  in  his  vicinity,  and  fears  he  will  be  forced  to  abandon  the  posi- 
tion. Erom  that  and  all  portions  of  the  western  portion  of  the  district 
the  robbers  have  become  very  bold,  shooting  our  soldiers  and  Union 
men,  and  driving  their  families  from  their  homes. 

E.  B.  BEOWN, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  Babcoclc , Ark.,  November  24,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jew- 
ell, with  a detachment  of  600  men,  sent  on  reconnaissance  in  direction 
of  Van  Buren  and  Fort  Smith,  returned  last  night.  He  met  the  ene- 
my’s pickets  15  miles  this  side  of  Van  Buren,  who  retreated  at  his 
approach.  Learning  that  a large  force  was  at  Van  Buren,  he  deemed 
it  prudent  to  proceed  no  farther,  and  returned.  Information  obtained 
from  various  sources,  which  I deem  quite  reliable,  is  that  Hindman’s, 
Marmaduke’s,  Cooper’s,  and  Stand  Watie’s  forces  are  at  Van  Buren  and 
Fort  Smith.  Their  entire  force  is  estimated  as  high  as  30,000,  but  I am 
quite  sure  it  does  not  exceed  15,000  effective  men,  and  probably  not  over 
13,000.  If  a small  re-enforcement  could  be  sent  me,  to  enable  me  to 
leave  a small  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Evansville,  to  protect  my  rear  and 
line  of  communication  from  any  flank  movement  that  might  be  made  by 
any  small  rebel  force  sent  by  some  other  route  than  the  one  upon  which 
my  column  would  move,  I would  not  hesitate  to  attack  them  on  the  other 
side  of  the  mountains,  and  do  not  doubt  of  my  ability  to  occupy  and 
hold  Van  Buren  and  Fort  Smith,  provided  General  Steele  occupies  the 
attention  of  General  Holmes,  so  that  re  enforcements  cannot  be  sent 
from  Little  Eock. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 


Saint  Paul,  Minn., 
November  24,  1862 — 12,20  p.  m. 

His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States  : 

Official  information  has  reached  me  from  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
condemned  Indians  that  organizations  of  inhabitants  are  being  rapidly 
made  with  the  purpose  of  massacring  these  Indians.  He  has  been 
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obliged  in  consequence  to  concentrate  a considerable  force  for  their  pro- 
tection, and  during  the  cold  weather  it  is  impracticable  to  protect  so  large 
a body  of  troops  and  Indians  from  the  weather.  I trust  that  your  de- 
cision and  orders  in  the  case  will  be  transmitted  as  soon  as  practicable, 
as  humanity  to  both  the  troops  and  Indians  requires  an  immediate  dis- 
position of  the  case.  I apprehend  serious  trouble  with  the  people  of 
this  State,  who  are  much  exasperated  against  the  criminal  Indians. 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  November  25,  1862. 

jVTaj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

General  Warren,  commanding  at  Hartville,  telegraphs  that  a train 
of  47  wagons  was  attacked  by  rebels  and  destroyed  between  Houston 
and  Hartville,  and  5 men  killed.  Have  ordered  cavalry  pursuit.  Ex- 
pedition against  Arkansas  postponed.  Low  water  in  White  Biver  the 
cause  of  too  much  delay. 

SAML.  B.  CUBTIS, 

Major - General , Commanding. 


Brigade  Headquarters, 

. Hartville,  Mo.,  November  26,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  B.  Curtis, 

Saint  Louis , Mo.  : 

Burbridge,  Mitchell,  and  Greene  are  on  the  North  Fork  of  White  Biver, 
with  3,000  men,  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery  (two  pieces).  They  are 
35  miles  from  here.  I can  take  care  of  myself  at  Hartville  and  Houston, 
but  cannot  follow  them ; they  are  all  after  trains.  Saved  22  wagons, 
losing  only  25.  Colonel  Pile’s  arrival  at  Houston  barely  saved  it  from 
capture. 

FITZ  HENBY  WABBEN, 

Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 


Headquarters  Post  of  Elkhorn  Tavern, 

November  26,  1862. 


Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron, 

Comdg.  Second  and  Third  Divisions , Army  of  the  Frontier : 


A scout  just  in,  who  left  Cane  Hill  yesterday  afternoon  about  4 
o’clock,  reports  at  that  point  between  4,000  and  5,000  cavalry.  He  left 
Van  Buren  the  night  before,  and  while  there  had  an  interview  with 
General  Parsons.  Parsons  told  him  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
army  to  go  into  Missouri  immediately.  He  heard  Parsons  say  that 
the  infantry  and  artillery  would  cross  to  this  side  of  the  Arkansas 
Biver  the  next  day,  and  when  at  Cane  Hill  he  heard  they  were  crossing. 
My  informant,  when  at  Yan  Buren,  crossed  the  river  and  went  into  the 
artillery  and  infantry  camps.  He  saw  twenty  pieces,  iron  and  brass, 
none  heavier  than  12-pounders.  The  infantry  were  armed  promiscu- 
ously with  shotguns,  rifles,  and  knives.  He  saw  a large  number  of 
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men  parching  corn  and  barreling  it  up,  likewise  baking  bread,  and  un- 
derstood that  thirty  days1  rations  were  being  prepared. 

The  river  was  navigable,  and  he  saw  steamboats  arriving  at  Van 
Buren  from  below. 

There  is  a telegraph  in  operation  from  Fort  Smith  to  Little  Rock. 

A.  W.  BISHOP, 

Lieut . Col.  First  Arkansas  Cav .,  Comely,  at  Elkhorn  Tavern. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  Babcock- , Ark.,  November  2G,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  General  Marmaduke,  with 
his  entire  command,  followed  about  twenty-four  hours  in  the  rear  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Jewell  on  his  return  from  reconnaissance  in  direction 
of  Van  Buren.  He  is  now  encamped  at  Cane  Hill,  7,000  or  8,000  strong. 
A detachment  sent  from  my  command  attacked  a large  recoDnoitering 
party  of  the  enemy  yesterday  and  scattered  them.  Spies  from  their 
camp  this  morning  informed  me  that  General  Hindman,  with  a large 
force  of  infantry,  is  expected  to  join  them,  when  they  will  make  an  at- 
tempt to  get  north  into  Missouri.  My  supply  train  arrived  this  evening 
all  right.  I shall  move  on  Marmaduke  to-morrow  morning,  leaving 
my  transportation  at  this  point,  with  a small  guard.  Shall  strike  him 
next  morning  at  daylight,  unless  he  runs.  Hope  to  destroy  him  before 
he  can  be  re-enforced  by  Hindman.  Distance  to  Cane  Hill,  30  miles. 
Can  you  not  send  a cavalry  force  to  Pineville  or  Neosho  to  protect 
my  supply  trains,  as  detachments  of  the  enemy,  in  considerable  force,* 
are  hanging  in  my  rear,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  or  annoying  them? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  Army  of  Frontier, 

No.  17.  ) Camp  Babcock , Ark.,  November  26,  1862. 

In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  11,  dated  Headquarters  De- 
partment of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  November  2,  1862,  the  un- 
dersigned hereby  assumes  command  of  the  District  of  Kansas,  head- 
quarters at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

McCullough7 s Spring , Mo.,  November  27, 1862. 
Capt.  William  Hyde  Clark, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2d  and  3d  Bivs,  Moody  Spring,  Mo. : 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  brigadier-general  com- 
manding Second  and  Third  Divisions,  that  the  troops  sent  under  Captain 
Brawner,  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry,  to  re-enforce  Colonel  Philips’  com- 
mand at  Newtonia,  have  returned  to  this  division. 
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’ Captain  Brawner  reports  that  Quantrill  came  within  about  8 miles  of 
Newtonia,  having  then  about  1,000  men,  with  whom  he  intended  attack- 
ing Colonel  Philips,  but  learning  of  the  prospect  of  having  a greater 
force  to  contend  against,  he  disbanded  his  main  force,  with  the  under- 
standing that  they  should  meet  again  on  Sauk  Creek,  whither  he  had 
gone  with  some  200  of  his  men.  I send  you  a messenger  from  Berry  ville, 
Ark.,  with  information  of  an  engagement  between  Captains  Mack  and 
Youngblood,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  some  300  Home  Guards 
(rebels).  He  brings  the  rumor  that  Hindman’s  command  was  ordered  to 
Texas,  the  rebels  anticipating  work  in  that  quarter.  If  this  be  true,  it 
explains  previous  reports  of  that  force  having  crossed  the  Arkansas 
River  at  Van  Buren. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLARK  WRIGHT, 
Colonel , Commanding  Second  Division. 


[November  27,  1862. — For  Steele  to  Curtis,  announcing  departure  of 
expedition  from  Helena,  see  Series  I,  Yol.  XVII,  Part  I,  p.  529.] 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  op  the  Nprthwest, 

No.  20.  j Milwaukee , Wis .,  November  27, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Elliott,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  repair  to  Madison, 
Wis.,  and  assume  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest  during 
the  absence  of  the  major-general  commanding. 

JNO.  POPE, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Washington,  November  28,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Saint  Louis  : 

My  Dear  General  : Yrours  from  Springfield  of  the  18th  is  just  re- 
ceived.* I am  as  much  dissatisfied  and  discouraged  at  the  non-action 
of  our  troops  in  Arkansas.  If  the  campaign  had  been  carried  out  as  I 
directed,  there  would  have  been  no  very  serious  trouble  in  Missouri ; 
but  it  seems  there  were  too  many  private  axes  to  grind.  I hope  for  a 
remedy,  but  when  it  will  come  is  uncertain.  If  you  could  be  here  a few 
weeks  you  would  see  how  difficult  it  is  to  resist  political  wire-pulling 
in  military  appointments.  Every  Governor,  Senator,  and  Member  of 
Congress  has  his  pet  generals  to  be  provided  with  separate  and  inde- 
pendent commands.  I am  sick  and  tired  of  this  political  military  life. 
The  number  of  enemies  which  I have  made  because  I would  not  yield 
my  own  convictions  of  right  is  already  legion.  If  they  would  only 
follow  the  example  of  their  ancestors,  enter  a herd  of  swine,  run  down 
some  steep  bank  and  drown  themselves  in  the  sea,  there  would  be  some 
hope  of  saving  the  country. 

Rest  assured,  general,  your  services  are  appreciated,  and  will  not  be 
overlooked.  I have  already  presented  your  name  to  the  Department, 
and  will  again  urge  it  on  the  first  opportunity.  There  are,  however, 


* Not  found. 


794  MO.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 

only  a few  vacancies  to  fill,  and  hundreds  of  applications  backed  by 
thousands  of  recommendations.  Under  such  circumstances  results  are 
always  uncertain. 

Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

War  Department, 
Washington , November  29, 1862. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Mo.  : 

Your  communication  of  the  19th  has  been  received*  and  submitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  does  not  approve  of  your  sending  troops 
to  Kansas,  or  your  issuing  arms  or  rations  to  Kansas  militia.  You 
were  within  telegraphic  reach  of  the  War  Department,  and  should  not 
have  assumed  authority  which  belongs  alone  to  that  Department  when 
you  could  readily  have  consulted  it.  All  available  troops,  both  in 
Kansas  and  Nebraska,  not  absolutely  required  there,  should  be  sent 
down  the  Mississippi  River. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Hdqrs.  2d  and  3d  Divisions,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

November  29,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Mo.: 

The  cavalry  expedition  sent  by  me  to  Yellville  returned  last  evening, 
having  made  the  march  of  250  miles  in  less  than  five  days.  It  was  a 
complete  success,  and  not  only  were  all  the  saltpeter  works  in  that  sec- 
tion and  at  Dubuque  destroyed,  but  the  arsenal  and  store-houses  of 
the  rebels  were  burned.  Sixty  of  Burbridge’s  command  were  taken 
prisoners,  about  500  shot-guns  and  rifles  at  the  arsenal  were  destroyed, 
and  over  100  good  horses  brought  out.  The  rebels  have  a large  hospital 
at  that  place,  and  the  inmates  were  paroled.  The  force  usually  con- 
gregated there  is  now  south  of  West  Plains.  Our  troops  have  left  the 
place  in  such  shape  that  I do  not  think  the  rebels  will  again  attempt 
to  make  it  a depot.  The  expedition  consisted  of  the  First  Iowa  Cav- 
alry, the  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  one  battalion  of  the  Second  Wis- 
consin, all  under  command  of  Colonel  Wickersham,  Tenth  Illinois. 
This  movement,  with  Blunt’s  victory  at  Cane  Hill,  effectually  clears  the 
north  side  of  the  mountains  of  all  troops,  except  guerillas. 

F.  J.  HERRON, 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  21.  j Saint  Louis , Mo.,  November  29,  1862. 

The  commanding  general  is  informed  that  because  some  of  the  United 
States  Reserve  Corps  have  been  mustered  out,  other  troops  of  other 
names  suppose  they  should  be.  There  is  no  reason  for  such  a claim. 
Other  troops,  not  United  States  Reserve  Corps,  cannot  be  mustered  out. 

The  Second  Missouri  Artillery  was  first  enrolled  as  Home  Guards, 
but,  with  their  own  consent,  they  were  afterward  regularly  mustered 
in  as  three  years’  volunteers,  by  Lieutenant  Sanford,  U.  S.  Army,  and 
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tiie  matter  was  fully  explained  in  German  and  English.  All  officers, 
soldiers,  and  citizens  should  inculcate  quiet  obedience  to  duty,  and  any 
person  or  persons  engaged  in  circulating  petitions  to  be  mustered  out, 
or  threats  of  mutiny,  in  the  Second  Artillery  or  any  other  troops  not 
United  States  Eeserve  Corps,  will  be  arrested  and  punished  by  a military 
commission. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Curtis  : 

H.  Z.  CUETIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Cane  Hill , Ark.,  Nov.  30,  1862,  via  Blkhorn , Dec.  2, 1862. 

Lieut.  H.  G.  Torino, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

General  Marmaduke  continued  his  flight  all  night  after  the  battle  of 
the  28th,  and  is  now  in  Van  Buren.  General  Hindman  was  expected  to 
re-enforce  him  at  this  place  on  the  evening  of  that  day.  Prisoners,  of 
whom  I captured  25,  state  that  Marmaduke’s  force  was  11,000.  They 
were  compelled  to  abandon  two  pieces  of  artillery,  disabled  by  my  bat- 
teries. A number  of  their  officers  were  killed,  among  them  a Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Monroe,  of  a Texas  [Arkansas]  regiment,  and  a Captain  Martin, 
of  an  Arkansas  [Missouri]  regiment.  They  will  not  advance  this  side 
of  the  mountains  except  with  their  combined  forces,  but  I am  prepared 
to  meet  them,  and  with  my  little  army  whip  25,000  of  such  chivalry.  An 
officer  who  came  inside  of  our  lines  under  a flag  of  truce,  after  night 
terminated  the  fighting,  acknowledged  that  they  were  badly  whipped 
and  worse  chased.  Lieutenant  Johnson,  Sixth  Kansas,  dangerously 
wounded,  may  possibly  recover. 

JAS.  G.  BLUET, 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri , Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis  com- 
manding, for  the  month  of  November,  1862;  headquarters  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 
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Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis , ilio.,  December  1,  1862 — 3.30  p.  in. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief: 

The  Secretary  of  War  disapproving,  no  guns  have  been  or  will  be 
issued  to  Kansas  militia.  I have  ordered  no  troops  to  Kansas.  I de- 
sire an  Iowa  regiment  nearly  full  to  move  down  from  Council  Bluffs  to 
Leavenworth,  but  it  has  not  moved.  No  surplus  troops  in  Nebraska  1 
or  Kansas. 

SAML.  II.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis , Mo.,  December  1,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

General  Halleck  says  you  disapprove  loan  of  refuse  muskets  to 
Kansas  volunteers.  I will  not,  therefore,  loan  them.  I disclaim  all 
idea  of  disrespect.  I supposed  a temporary  loan  of  one  thousand  or 
fifteen  hundred  refuse  arms  a matter  of  military  discretion  within  my 
responsibility. 

SAML.  E.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Military  District,  Missouri, 

Lexington , December  1 , 1862. 

Col.  William  D.  Wood, 

Adjutant-  General,  &c.,  Saint  Louis  : 

Colonel  : On  the  evening  of  the  25th  of  November,  I received  a 
message  from  Colonel  Penick,  commanding  at  Independence,  informing 
me  that  a force  of  between  300  and  400  men  from  Kansas,  consisting 
in  part  of  negroes  and  Indians,  had,  in  violation  of  his  express  orders, 
marched  through  his  lines  at  Independence,  and  were  then  engaged  in 
plundering  the  people  of  the  lower  end  of  Jackson  and  upper  end  of 
La  Fayette  Counties.  I immediately  telegraphed  to  General  Curtis, 
at  Saint  Louis,  and  General  Loan,  at  Jefferson  City,  asking  if  this  force 
was  in  Missouri  in  compliance  with  any  orders  to  that  effect,  and  was 
Xiromptly  informed  that  they  were  here  without  orders. 

So  soon  as  this  information  was  received,  I dispatched  to  Colonel 
Penick,  at  Independence,  to  dispose  such  of  his  force  as  might  be  at  , 
that  post,  so  as  to  prevent  their  retreat  in  case  they  might  attempt  to 
make  their  escape.  I also  ordered  over  the  militia  of  Ray  County, 
under  Lieutenant- Colon  el  Black,  and  part  of  Colonel  Neill’s  regiment  of 
La  Fayette  militia,  with  the  command  of  Colonel  McFerran,  of  Missouri 
State  Militia,  stationed  at  this  post,  who  promptly  co-operated  with  me, 
and  were  immediately  marched  toward  the  southwest  part  of  this  county  j 
as  far  as  Grimton,  where  the  command,  consisting  of  about  350  men, 
were  quartered  for  the  night. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  command  proceeded  in  the  di- 
rection of  Pink  Hill,  in  Jackson,  and  about  3 o’clock  of  that  day  came  up 
with  Colonel  Penick’s  command  of  110  men,  in  pursuit  of  the  Kansas 
men,  and  about  a mile  beyond  overtook  that  command  drawn  up  in  line 
of  battle  to  receive  us,  with  their  artillery,  of  which  they  had  one  piece, 
planted  so  as  to  rake  the  lane  through  which  the  command  had  to  pass. 
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This  was  at  tlie  house  of  Jeans.  Colonel  Penick’s  command,  which  was 
in  advance,  marched  up  in  range  of  their  guns,  and  the  commands  of 
Colonels  McFerran,  Neill,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Black  formed  in  the 
rear.  An  officer  was  then  sent  forward  with  a written  demand  of  the 
person  in  command  to  know  hy  what  authority  he  was  there,  and  re- 
quiring to  see  the  orders  under  which  he.  acted.  The  orders  under 
which  he  claimed  to  be  in  Missouri,  and  under  which  he  claimed  the 
right  to  confiscate  the  property  of  rebels  (citizens  of  Missouri),  arc  here- 
with sent,  marked  A ; after  seeing  which,  I addressed  to  Colonel  Adams 
the  note  marked  B,  to  which  his  note,  marked  C,  is  the  reply,  to  which 
I answered  that  my  demand  to  have  the  negroes  turned  out  of  his  camp 
must  be  complied  with.  This  note  is  marked  D,  and  received  for  answer 
his  note  marked  E,  desiring  a personal  interview,  which  was  at  once 
granted,  at  my  headquarters,  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Jeans.  In  that  conver- 
sation I explained  to  Colonel  Adams  the  great  irregularity  and  impro- 
priety of  his  course  in  thus  invading  our  State,  not  only,  as  I conceived, 
without  authority,  but  in  direct  violation  of  his  orders  from  General 
Blunt.  I also  endeavored  to  explain  to  him  the  peculiar  situation  of 
most  of  the  counties  of  Missouri,  in  which  large  assessments  had  been 
made  on  the  property  of  disloyal  citizens,  for  the  murder  of  loyal  men, 
and  for  the  support  of  the  families  of  such  militiamen  as  were  in  cir- 
cumstances of  destitution,  and  that  these  assessments  could  never  be 
collected  if  whole  regiments  from  Kansas  were  permitted  to  come  in  and 
plunder  our  country  at  pleasure.  Before  leaving  my  quarters,  I arrested 
Colonel  Adams,  and  required  him  to  report  at  Saint  Louis  to  General 
Curtis  on  the  15th  of  December.  Night  coming  on,  our  several  commands 
had  been  dispersed  through  the  neighborhood  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing quarters;  and  I retired,  supposing  that,  in  accordance  with  the 
promise  of  Colonel  Adams,  the  property  would  be  promptly  turned  over 
in  the  morning;  but,  instead  of  doing  so,  at  an  early  hour  the  command 
was  on  the  march,  taking  with  them  all  the  property,  except  about  20 
horses,  which  they  had  turned  over. 

So  soon  as  it  was  apparent  that  they  intended  acting  in  bad  faith, 
I commanded  Colonel  Penick  to  form  his  men  (who  had  moved  up  the 
road  to  the  west  the  night  before),  directly  across  the  road,  and  plant 
his  gun  so  as  to  prevent  their  passing  him,  and  at  the  same  time  orders 
were  given  to  Colonels  McEerran,  Neill,  and  Black  to  put  their  several 
commands  in  motion  and  pursue  them.  I at  the  same  time  sent  for- 
ward an  officer  to  communicate  this  determination  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hayes,  then  in  command,  with  orders  at  once  to  turn  the  negroes  out  of 
his  lines,  and  to  deliver  over  to  Captain  Little,  of  Colonel  McFerran7s 
regiment,  all  the  horses  and  mules,  oxen,  wagons,  &c.,  which  he  had 
taken  from  the  citizens  of  Missouri.  Seeing  that  our  purpose  was  to 
enforce  this  order,  he  reluctantly  complied  with  it.  About  40  negroes, 
mostly  children,  were  turned  out ; about  100  horses,  6 or  8 ox-teams  and 
wagons,  some  2-horse  teams  and  wagons,  all  of  which  were  loaded  heav- 
ily with  every  imaginable  variety  of  plunder — feather-beds,  bedding, 
clothing  of  every  description,  household  and  kitchen  furniture,  cooking- 
stoves,  pots,  pans,  saddles,  and  harness,  and,  in  short,  everything  which 
could  be  picked  up  in  a community  of  wealthy  farmers.  After  the  stock 
was  turned  in,  I arrested  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes  also;  and  as  their 
major  was  already  arrested,  hy  command  of  the  lieutenant-colonel,  the 
command  of  the  Twelfth  Kansas  devolved  on  the  senior  captain.  I in- 
structed Colonel  Penick  with  his  command  to  escort  them  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  State,  and  to  report  that  fact  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  done  at  these  headquarters. 
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After  marching  the  command  with  the  captured  property  some  G or 
8 miles  in  the  direction  of  Lexington,  I appointed  a committee  of  four 
responsible  and  respectable  gentlemen  of  the  neighborhood  to  take 
charge  of  the  property,  and,  on  satisfactory  proof  of  ownership,  to  restore 
it  to  the  various  persons  from  whom  it  had  been  taken,  and  report  to 
me  in  Lexington  after  it  had  been  distributed.  The  march  was  then 
resumed,  and  the  command  reached  this  post  at  8 p.  m.  on  the  27th. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  earnestly  calling  the  attention  of 
the  Governor  to  the  fact  that  if  these  raids  from  Kansas  on  the  people 
of  Missouri  are  to  continue  we  shall  work  in  vain  for  a return  of  peace 
and  prosperity  to  our  State.  The  bitterness  and  strife  which  are  en- 
gendered thereby  cannot  fail  to  blaze  out  on  every  occasion  which  shall 
present  itself,  and  to  keep  up  a continual  state  of  war — a war,  too,  of 
the  most  unrelenting  and  pitiless  character. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BICH’D  C.  VAUGHAN, 

Brigadier - General , Sixth  Military  District  of  Missouri. 


[Inclosure  A.J 


Headquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

In  the  Field , October  9,  1862. 

Col.  C.  W.  Adams, 

Commanding  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers: 


Sir  : Immediately  on  receipt  of  this  you  are  directed  to  dispose  the 
force  under  your  command  so  as  to  cover  the  eastern  border  of  the  State, 
from  the  Kansas  to  the  Osage  Biver.  It  is  confidently  believed  that 
you  can,  by  a system  of  patrols  and  signals,  prevent  the  ingress  of 
bands  of  Missouri  guerrillas,  who  have  heretofore  been  devastating 
that  portion  of  the  State,  and  by  activity  and  courage  drive  them  from 
their  hiding  places  in  the  border  counties  of  Missouri.  You  will  care- 
fully instruct  your  men  that  the  persons,  property,  and  rights  of  the 
people  of  Kansas  and  the  loj  al  people  of  Missouri  should  be  held  sacred, 
and  any  infractions  should  be  promptly  and  severely  punished.  Parties 
sent  into  Missouri  should  be  placed  under  the  command  of  active  and 
prudent  officers,  with  instructions  to  pursue  bushwhackers  to  the  death. 
After  you  have  matured  your  plans  and  disposed  your  forces,  you  should 
issue  a proclamation  to  the  citizens  of  Johnson  and  other  border  coun- 
ties of  Kansas  and  Missouri  who  have  fled  their  homes  to  return  thereto, 
promising  them  safety  and  protection.  To  you  and  the  troops  under 
your  command  is  intrusted  the  delicate  and  important  duty  of  restoring 
peace  to  the  border  between  the  points  named.  You  should  communi- 
cate frequently  with  the  military  authorities  at  Port  Leavenworth  and 
Port  Scott.  Keep  your  troops  well  in  hand,  that  they  be  not  cut  off  in 
detail,  and  that  they  may  be  concentrated  at  any  given  point  without 
delay  or  confusion. 

Major  Henning,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  provost-marshal  for  the 
District  of  Kansas  north  of  Kansas  Biver,  will  from  time  to  time  issue 
such  orders  to  you  as  he  may  deem  necessary  in  relation  to  the  dispo- 
sition of  your  forces,  &c.  You  will  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this 
order  report  by  letter  to  Major  Henning,  stating  your  forces,  station,  &c. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Blunt: 

THGS.  MOONLIGHT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Fort  Scott, 

October  24,  1862. 

To  Commanding  Officer  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers  : 

I have  the  honor  to  send  you  a copy  of  orders  received  from  depart- 
ment headquarters  this  day. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

B.  S.  HENNING, 

Major  Wisconsin  Cavalry , Commanding  Post. 


[Sub-inclosure.] 

Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis , October  19, 1862. 

Commanding  Officer  Fort  Leavenworth : 

The  troops  at  or  north  of  Fort  Scott  will  remain  on  the  line  of  com- 
munication, unless  special  orders  arrive  from  General  Blunt.  I ap- 
prove of  general  distribution  suggested  by  General  Lane.  It  will  not 
be  proper  for  officers  to  issue  proclamations,  and  the  troops  must  not 
be  so  divided  as  to  invite  attack.  A strong  force  must  be  detained  at 
the  depot  of  public  stores.  Send  this  forward  for  the  benefit  of  officers 
commanding  posts  or  pickets  along  the  line.  Orders  from  Brigadier- 
General  Blunt  will  be  forwarded. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 

[Inclosure  B.] 

November  27, 1862. 

Colonel  Adams  : 

Sir  : As  I can  see  nothing  in  the  order  of  General  Blunt  authorizing 
the  camp  you  have  taken,  and  as  my  orders  from  the  commander  of  this 
division  are  positive,  I am  bound  to  demand  the  surrender  of  all  prop- 
erty taken  from  citizens  of  this  State,  and  that  the  negroes  taken  from 
citizens  of  Jackson  and  La  Fayette  Counties  be  forthwith  turned  out  of 
your  lines ; and,  as  there  is  no  organized  enemy  either  in  Jackson  or  La 
Fayette  County,  that  you  at  once  march  your  force  beyond  the  limits 
of  this  State.  If  this  proposal  is  acceded  to,  I will  send  an  officer  to 
arrange  the  conditions.  I retain  the  orders  only  to  take  a copy,  after 
which  they  will  be  immediately  returned. 

I am,  sir,  &c., 

EIGHT)  C.  VAUGHAN, 

Brigadier * General , Commanding. 

[Inclosure  C.] 

Headquarters  Twelfth  Kansas  Volunteers, 

Ln  the  Field , November  27,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  C.  Vaughan  : 

Sir  : I am  ready  to  comply  with  all  your  demands  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible time,  except  that  pertaining  to  negroes.  They  are  at  liberty  to  do 
as  they  choose,  as  they  came  within  my  lines  voluntarily. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  W.  ADAMS, 

Colonel , Commanding  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers. 

p.  s. — i cannot  agree  with  you  in  relation  to  the  orders  from  Generals 
Curtis  and  Blunt, 
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Colonel  Adams  : 

Sir  : Your  note  is  received.  The  demand  relative  to  the  negroes  must 
be  complied  with.  The  matter  of  disagreement  relating  to  your  orders 
from  General  Blunt  and  General  Curtis  is  a matter  which  can  be  more 
readily  settled  elsewhere  than  here. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient. servant, 

RICH’D  C.  VAUGHAN, 

Brigadier - General , Commanding . 

1\  S. — As  it  is  already  late,  1 must  require  that  you  permit  no  portion 
of  the  property  and  negroes  above  alluded  to  to  leave  your  lines. 


[Iuclosure  E.] 

IIdqks.  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers, 

November  27,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Vaughan  : 

Sir  : My  guards  are  out,  and  I shall  follow  your  orders  relative  to 
keeping  whatever  is  within  my  lines  here.  I am  subject  to  arrest  from 
you,  and  choose  a trial  by  court-martial  rather  than  turn  the  negroes 
out  of  my  camp.  I do  not  do  this,  believe  me,  General  Vaughan,  out  of 
disrespect  to  you,  but  because  I believe  it  to  be  contrary  to  a general 
order  from  the  War  Department  to  do  so. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  W.  ADAMS, 

Commanding  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers. 


Dear  General  : If  you  will  receive  an  informal  visit  from  me,  1 
will  be  glad  to  see  you. 

Yours,  truly, 


CHAS.  W.  ADAMS, 
Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers. 


[Iuclosuro  E.] 

Order  for  arrest. 

In  the  Field, 

Jackson  County,  November  27,  1S62. 

Colonel  Adams, 

Commanding  Twelfth  Kansas  Volunteers  : 

You  are  hereby  arrested,  and  required  to  report  at  Saint  Louis  to 
General  Curtis  on  the  15th  December. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICH’D  C.  VAUGHAN, 

Brigadier - General,  Commanding. 

. 

[Inclosuro  G.] 

Special  Order.]  In  the  Field, 

Jackson  County , November  27,  1862. 

To  the  officer  in  command  of  the  Twelfth- Kansas  Regiment: 

The  bearer,  Major  Biggers,  visits  your  camp  for  the  purpose  of  deliv-  ; 
ering  this  order  and  conducting  the  property  taken  by  your  command 
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from  citizens  of  this  State  to  my  lines.  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  de- 
liver  the  same  without  unnecessary  delay.  An  officer  will  he  ready  to 
receive  it. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EICH’D  0.  VAUGHAN, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

[In closure  H.] 

Special  Order.]  In  the  Field, 

Jackson  County , November  27,  1862. 
To  the  officer  in  command  of  the  Twelfth  Kansas  Regiment : 

Sir  : You  are  hereby  required  to  mount  all  the  men  tha  t were  mounted 
when  you  left  Kansas  (not  exceeding  20),  and  immediately  march  your 
command,  with  such  transportation  and  baggage  as  you  brought  with 
you  into  the  State. 

KICHY)  C.  VAUGHAN, 

Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  December  1,  1862. 
His  Excellency  Gov.  H.  11.  Gamble: 

Governor:  The  undersigned,  your  memorialist,  who  is  now  and 
always  has  been  an  unconditional  Union  man,  and  a hearty  supporter 
of  the  Government,  most  respectfully  represents  that  the  assessment 
now  in  progress,  to  be  levied  upon  secessionists  and  Southern  sympa- 
thizers, is  working  evil  in  this  community,  and  doing  great  harm  to  the 
Union  cause.  Among  our  citizens  there  are  all  shades  of  opinion,  from 
what  is  called  neutrality,  which  is  little  better  than  treason,  through 
all  the  grades  of  lukewarmness,  half-way  measures,  and  hesitating  z$al 
up  to  the  unqualified  loyalty,  which  your  memorialist,  in  common  with 
yourself,  claims  to  possess.  To  assort  and  classify  these,  so  as  to  indi- 
cate the  dividing  line  of  loyalty  and  disloyalty,  and  to  establish  the  rates 
of  payment  by  those  falling  below  it,  is  a task  of  great  difficulty.  If  it 
can  be  done  at  all,  it  must  be  by  patient  investigation,  and  after  hearing 
evidence  on  both  sides,  giving  each  person  the  opportunity  of  self- 
defense.  It  would  require  not  only  a competent  tribunal,  sitting  for  a 
great  length  of  time,  and  possessed  of  full  authority  to  call  and  examine 
witnesses  under  oath,  but  also  a kind  and  degree  of  scrutiny  inconsistent 
with  republican  institutions.  Such  an  investigation,  so  far  as  practi- 
cable, has  been  attempted  in  the  present  case;  but  although  the  charac- 
ter and  standing  of  the  members  of  the  assessment  board  give  assurance 
that  the  faithful  endeavor  to  be  impartial  and  just  has  been  made,  yet 
they  have  been  compelled  to  admit  hearsay  evidence,  rumors,  and  “gen- 
eral impressions,”  and  have  in  no  case  required  witnesses  to  testify  under 
oath.  The  unavoidable  consequence  has  been  tha  t many  feel  themselves 
deeply  aggrieved,  not  having  supposed  themselves  liable  to  the  suspicion 
of  disloyalty ; many  escape  assessment  who,  if  any,  deserve  it ; and  a 
general  impression  of  inequality  in  the  rule  of  assessment  and  its  appli- 
cation prevails.  This  was  to  be  expected,  because  no  two  tribunals 
could  agree  upon  the  details  of  such  an  assessment,  either  as  to  persons 
or  amounts  to  be  assessed,  without  more  complete  knowledge  of  facts 
than  can  be  obtained  from  ex  parte  evidence  and  current  reports. 
Nothing  short  of  a thorough  judicial  investigation  could  lead  to  a sat- 
isfactory result. 
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Your  memorialist  also  respectfully  represents  that  nothing  but  clear 
evidence  of  disloyalty  would  justify  assessment,  and  that  where  such 
evidence  exists  the  party  so  proved  guilty  should  not  be  permitted  to 
remain  in  the  community  without  coming  under  bonds,  and  in  extreme 
cases  should  be  required  to  go  u beyond  the  lines.”  To  keep  such  per- 
sons here,  especially  after  they  have  been  exasperated  by  fines  and  held 
up  to  public  contempt,  is  dangerous  to  the  public  peace,  and  gives  the 
most  favorable  opportunity  for  treasonable  practice.  The  great  object 
in  view  is  to  free  the  community  from  all  who  are  determined  to  pro- 
mote disorder,  and  to  give  every  encouragement  to  those  who  remain 
to  fulfill  the  duties  of  loyalty  and  good  citizenship.  The  doubtful  should 
be  brought  back,  if  possible ; the  wavering  should  be  confirmed,  and  a 
door  opened  for  the  return  of  those  who  see  the  error  of  the  past.  The 
wise  and  energetic  measures  taken  in  this  State  the  last  six  months, 
and  since  the  assessment  was  ordered,  have  wrought  a great  change 
in  these  respects.  The  hope  of  disturbing  the  status  of  Missouri  is 
well-nigh  abandoned,  and  hundreds  of  those  who  until  lately  have 
scarcely  known  their  own  minds  are  now  openly  avowing  themselves  on 
the  right  side.  Enlightened  policy,  as  well  as  the  liberality  of  justice, 
dictates  that  where  such  avowal  is  seemingly  made  in  good  faith,  and 
where  no  overt  act  has  been  committed,  the  retribution  of  the  past 
should  be  foregone.  Social  quiet,  the  peace  of  neighborhoods,  and  re- 
turning homogeneousness  of  feeling  should  be  encouraged  by  all  prac- 
ticable means,  and  by  such  methods  of  action  the  cause  of  loyalty  is 
best  strengthened.  The  bitterness  of  feeling  likely  to  be  engendered 
by  the  progressing  assessment  will  renew  the  personal  hostilities  which 
were  beginning  to  disappear,  and,  thus  fanned,  the  secession  element 
will  refuse  to  die.  Your  memorialist,  therefore,  respectfully  petitions 
that  you  will  use  your  influence,  Governor  Gamble,  with  the  command- 
ing general  and  with  the  authorities  at  Washington  that  the  proceed- 
ings in  assessment  be  stayed  at  least  until  other  methods  of  obtaining 
the  funds  required  by  the  State  shall  first  have  been  tried.  Perhaps,  if 
the  case  were  fully  presented  before  Congress,  the  just  demand  of  the 
State  would  be  met,  and  the  payment  of  our  State  militia  in  defense  of 
the  common  cause  would  be  made.  If  not,  a special  tax  by  the  State 
Legislature  would  be  a preferable  plan  to  that  now  adopted ; and  if  un- 
avoidable, after  failure  of  other  methods,  the  assessment  could  then  be 
enforced  as  a last  resort.  But  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  memorialist  that 
under  anything  but  Congressional  authority  and  judicial  action  such 
assessment  would  only  amount  to  a forced  loan,  for  which  reclamation 
would  eventually  be  made  and  sustained. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted,  Governor  Gamble,  to  your 
favorable  consideration  by  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  ELIOT. 


[Indorsements.] 

This  communication  of  Bev.  Dr.  Eliot  is  sent  to  General  Curtis,  with 
a request  that  he  will  bestow  upon  it  very  careful  consideration,  as  it  is 
upon  a subject  now  of  deep  interest  to  the  community. 

H.  B.  GAMBLE. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , December  9,  1862. 

I have  carefully  read  this  communication  of  the  Bev.  Dr.  Eliot,  and 
considered  the  grave  questions  involved. 

An  order  was  issued  by  General  Schofield,  commanding  the  District 
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of  Missouri,  to  levy  half  a million  of  dollars  from  the  u secessionists  and 
Southern  sympathizers  of  Saint  Louis  County,  for  subsisting,  clothing, 
and  arming  the  enrolled  militia  while  in  active  service,  and  in  providing 
for  the  support  of  such  families  of  militiamen  and  United  States  volun- 
teers as  may  be  left  destitute.”  As  the  fund  is  only  to  apply  to  State 
troops  and  State  paupers,  I supposed  the  order  was  issued  by  General 
Schofield  in  his  capacity  of  a State  brigadier- general  j but  the  indorse- 
ment to  me  by  the  Governor,  and  the  communication  of  General  Scho- 
field of  the  5th  instant,  directed  to  true  board  of  commissioners,  seem  to 
invoke  the  responsibility  of  the  United  States  as  the  sole  author  of  this 
assessment.  Before  taking  any  step  myself  in  this  matter,  I therefore 
submit  certain  legal  questions  which  arise  in  my  mind  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  commanding  general-in-chief: 

Can  the  United  States  levy  and  collect  a special  tax  of  this  sort  for  a 
State  purpose? 

. Are’the  enrolled  militia  in  u active  service”  a State  or  United  States 


charge  ? 

Does  not  such  direct  tax  by  the  United  States  conflict  with  the  gen- 
eral direct  tax  levied  by  Congress  ? 

Does  it  not  conflict  with  the  confiscation  law  ? 

Does  it  not  conflict  with  the  Constitution  in  the  mode  and  object  of 
taxation,  and  the  right  of  the  State  to  provide  for  its  own  militia  ? 

The  right  to  meet  a military  necessity  by  forced  laws  or  forced  assess- 
ments I claim  as  a military  necessity,  but  I do  not  perceive  that  such  a 
necessity  is  presented  now  where  the  order  seems  to  apply. 

I have,  therefore,  to  refer  the  matter  to  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 
whose  determination  will  be  communicated  to  the  reverend  and  very 
worthy  author  of  this  document,  and  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

.Respectfully, 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  23.  i Saint  Louis , Mo.,  December  1, 1862. 

I.  The  provost-marsh aPs  department  will  be  composed  of  one  provost- 
marshal-general,  district  provost  marshals,  and  assistant  provost-mar- 
shals. District  and  assistant  provost-marshals  will  be  appointed  by  the 
provost-marshal-general,  as  he  shall  see  fit,  or  upon  the  recommendation 
of  commanders  of  districts.  Assistant  provost-marshals  will  report 
direct  to  district  provost-marshals,  and  they.direct  to  the  provost-mar- 
shal-general, though  in  any  important  cases,  when  the  delay  would  work 
injury  to  the  public  service  or  individuals,  assistant  provost-marshals 
will  report  direct  to  the  provost-marshal-general.  District  and  assist- 
ant provost-marshals  will,  however,  be  considered  as  staff  officers  of  the 
commanding  officer  to  whom  they  are  assigned,  as  in  the  case  of  quarter- 
masters, commissaries,  &c. 

II.  The  provost-marshal-general  of  the  department  will  prescribe  the 
necessary  general  rules  and  regulations  for  the  guidance  of  district  and 
assistant  provost-marshals,  and,  until  otherwise  ordered,  existing  rules 
and  regulations  will  remain  in  force.  Commanders  of  troops  and  dis- 
tricts, as  well  as  district  and  assistant  provost-marshals,  will  see  that 
such  rules  and  regulations  are  sustained,  and  uniformity  of  action  and 
proper  accountability  secured. 

III.  The  provost-marshal -general  of  the  department  will,  as  he  shall 
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see  fit,  or  upon  the  recommendation  of  district  provost-marshals,  fix  the  i 
limits  of  the  assistant  provost-marshals,  so  as  to  include  any  number  of 
counties  or  any  region  of  country. 

IY.  To  preserve  a record  of  the  current  business  of  this  branch  of  the  j 
service,  assistant  provost-marshals  will  report  to  district  provost-mar-  j 
shals,  and  the  latter,  in  full,  to  the  provost-marshal-general,  at  least  as  i 
often  as  twice  a month,  to  wit,  on  the  15th  and  last  days  of  each  month, 
as  near  as  may  be. 

Y.  At  all  posts  where  assistant  provost-marshals  are  not  regularly 
appointed,  the  commanding  officer  for  the  time  will  perform  the  duties, 
aud  report,  as  hereinbefore  provided. 

*###### 

YII.  Officers  of  the  provost-marshaFs  department,  during  the  exist- 
ence of  civil  war,  are  especially  intrusted  with  the  peace  and  quiet  of 
their  respective  districts,  counties,  and  sections  ; aud  to  this  end  may 
cause  the  arrest  and  confinement  of  disloyal  persons,  subject  to  the  in- 
structions and  orders  of  the  department.  They  will  have  charge  of  all 
prisoners  taken  from  the  enemy ; the  keeping  of  the  records,  as  far  as 
possible,  of  the  prisoners  taken  by  the  enemy,  that  the  proper  data  for 
an  exchange  may  be  at  any  time  obtained  ; the  arrest  and  return  or  im- 
prisonment of  deserters,  and  in  general  all  duties  relating  to  prisoners 
of  war  or  state. 

YIII.  Before  any  assistant  provost  marshal,  or  the  commander  of  any 
troops  or  post,  shall  send  any  prisoners  to  the  provost-marshal-general, 
at  these  headquarters,  or  to  district  provost-marshals,  he  shall  make  a 
list  of  such  prisoners,  stating  when  and  where  and  by  whom  captured 
(and,  if  prisoners  of  war,  the  rank,  regiment,  and  company  to  which  they 
belong),  and  also  the  charge  against  each  prisoner,  with  the  substance 
of  the  evidence  against  each,  which  statement  and  evidence  must  be 
sent  with  the  prisoners.  And  where  persons  arrested  by  assistant 
provost- marshals  are  sent  to  the  provost-marshal-general,  or  to  district 
provost-marshals,  the  witnesses  against  them  must  be  first  examined, 
their  residence  stated,  and  their  testimony  written  down  and  sworn  to, 
and  sent  along  with  the  prisoners.  Assistant  provost  marshals  and 
commanders  should  dispose  of  prisoners,  not  charged  with  serious  of- 
fenses, without  sending  them  to  Saint  Louis,  and  they  must  be  careful 
not  to  send  prisoners  unless  there  is  some  evidence  to  warrant  imprison- 
ment. 

IX.  Prisoners  of  war  are  entitled  to  be  exchanged  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable 5 and  all  officers  holding  or  capturing  such  prisoners  will  send  them 
forward  at  once  to  these  headquarters,  to  the  provost  marshal-general, 
to  be  exchanged  or  to  be  sent  to  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners,  as 
may  be  ordered. 

X.  All  orders  or  parts  of  orders  heretofore  issued  conflicting  here- 
with are  rescinded. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Curtis  : 

H.  Z.  CUBTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera  l. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  December  2, 1862 — 3.30  p.  in. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief: 

I informed  you  of  my  organization  of  forces  to  move  on  Grenada,  and 
asked  your  approval.  General  Steele  now  writes  me  that  the  move- 
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ment  has  been  made  by  a request  of  General  Grant.*  I hope  you  will 
approve.  My  instructions  were  full  of  caution,  and  will  be  pursued. 
Further  information  from  General  Blunt  informs  me  that  Marmaduke 
retreated  to  Van  Buren,  where  he  joined  Hindman,  their  joint  force 
being  about  20,000.  Blunt  took  two  pieces  of  disabled  artillery.  He 
remains  at  Cane  Hill. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General , Commanding. 


[December  2-4,  1862. — For  Halleck  to  Curtis,  and  reply  in  reference 
to  proposed  expedition  down  the  Mississippi,  see  Series  I,  Yol.  XVII, 
Part  II,  pp.  376,  383.] 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  qf  the  Frontier, 

Cane  Hill , ArTc.,  December  2,  1862 — 9 a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : My  scouts  just  arrived  report  Hindman  and  Marmaduke 
concentrating  their  forces,  25,000  strong,  at  Lee’s  Creek,  25  miles  from 
this  place  on  the  route  to  Van  Buren,  and  15  miles  from  the  latter  place, 
and  I expect  an  attack  to-morrow  morning,  but  shall  not  abandon  my 
position  without  a fight.  I have  requested  General  Totten  to  re-enforce 
me  by  forced  marches  on  the  Fayetteville  road,  but  I have  no  knowl- 
edge of  his  present  locality,  and  have  got  to  hunt  him  up. 

Respectfully, 

JAS.  G.  BLUXT, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Cane  Hill , Ark.,  December  2,  1862 — 9 a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  James  Totten, 

Comdg.  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  Army  of  the  Frontier  : 

General  : Hindman  and  Marmaduke  are  concentrating  their  whole 
force,  25,000  strong,  at  Lee’s  Creek,  25  miles  from  this  place,  on  the 
route  to  Van  Buren,  and  15  miles  from  the  latter  place,  and  in  my 
opinion  intend  advancing  upon  me  here.  I desire  you  to  move  as 
much  of  your  force  as  possible,  especially  the  infantry,  to  my  support, 
as  I do  not  intend  to  leave  this  position  without  a fight.  You  should 
move  by  forced  marches  via  Fayetteville,  and  keep  me  constantly  ad- 
vised of  your  position  and  movements.  Answer  by  telegraph  to  Elk- 
horn  as  soon  as  you  receive  this. 

JAS.  G.  BLUXT, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Central  District  of  Missouri, 

Xo.  58.  ] Jefferson  City,  December  2,  1862. 

I.  The  sum  of  $10,000  is  hereby  levied  upon  the  disloyal  inhabitants 
of  Cass  County,  whereof  the  sum  of  $2,500  will  be  applied  to  subsist 
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the  enrolled  militia  whilst  engaged  in  active  service,  and  the  remaining 
$7,500  is  appropriated  to  the  relief  of  the  destitute  families  of  the  sol- 
diers engaged  in  actual  service,  and  to  relieve  temporarily  destitute 
refugees  who  have  been  driven  from  their  homes  by  rebels  or  guerrillas, 
and  of  citizens  who  have  become  destitute  in  consequence  of  the  law- 
less acts  of  disloyalists. 

II.  Lieut.  Col.  P.  A.  Thompson,  of  Fifth  Regiment  Missouri  State 
Militia  Cavalry,  commanding  at  Harrisonville,  Mo.,  will  provide  by 
order  for  the  assessment,  levy,  collection,  and  distribution  of  said  sums 
of  money  so  assessed  upon  the  disloyal  inhabitants  by  the  appointment 
of  commissioners,  and  directing  the  means  of  enforcing  this  order  in 
detail. 

BEK  LOAN, 

Brigadier  General  Missouri  State  Militia , Commanding  District. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Central  District  of  Missouri, 

No.  60.  1 Jefferson  City , December  2,  1862. 

I.  The  sum  of  $10,000  is  hereby  levied  upon  the  disloyal  inhabitants 
of  Johnson  County,  whereof  the  sum  of  $2,500  will  be  applied  to  sub- 
sist the  enrolled  militia  whilst  engaged  in  active  service,  and  the  re- 
maining $7,500  is  appropriated  to  the  relief  of  the  destitute  families  of 
the  soldiers  engaged  in  actual  service,  and  to  relieve  temporarily  desti- 
tute refugees  who  have  been  driven  from  their  homes  by  rebels  or  guer- 
rillas, and  of  citizens  who  have  become  destitute  in  consequence  of  the 
lawless  acts  of  disloyalists. 

II.  Col.  E.  C.  Catherwood,  of  the  Sixth  Regiment  Missouri  State 
Militia  Cavalry,  commanding  at  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  will,  by  order,  pro- 
vide for  the  assessment,  levy,  collection,  and  distribution  of  said  sum  of 
money  so  assessed  upon  the  disloyal  inhabitants  of  Johnson  County,  by 
the  appointment  of  commissioners,  and  directing  the  means  of  enforcing 
this  order  in  detail. 

BEN.  LOAN, 

Brigadier -General  Missouri  State  Militia,  Commanding  District. 


Saint  Louis,  December  3,  1862. 

General  Blunt,  Cane  Hill : 

You  are  too  far  in  advance  of  support  and  supplies.  Had  better  fall 
back  to  meet  Herron’s  re-enforcements  that  go  at  your  request  toward 
Fayetteville. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


General  Herron,  in  Field  : 


Saint  Louis,  December  3,  1862. 


Dispatch  received.  IJave  advised  Blunt  to  fall  back  so  as  to  join 
your  advance.  Push  forward. 


SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 
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Saint  Louis,  December  3,  1862. 

General  Brown,  Springfield : 

Do  not  abandon  Newtooia.  It  would  be  better  to  strengthen  it  if 
necessary.  Do  what  you  can  to  help  Blunt  without  danger  to  other 
places. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Second  and  Third  Divisions, 

Wilson  Creek , December  3,  1862 — 8 a.  m. 

Brigadier- General  Blunt  : 

Your  telegram  just  received.*  Will  move  both  divisions  entire  at  noon 
to-day,  and  will  make  good  time  to  your  position.  The  Second  Division 
is  camped  at  Crane  Creek,  the  Third  at  Wilson  Creek.  Will  keep  you 
well  posted  of  my  movements.  The  distance  from  here  is  so  great  that 
it  may  be  necessary  for  you  to  fall  back  a short  distance,  but  1 will  do 
my  best  to  make  that  unnecessary. 

F.  J.  HEREON, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , December  3,  1862. 


Brig.  Gen.  Ben.  Loan, 

Jefferson  City , Mo.: 


General  : Provost-marshal-general,  Colonel  Dick,  advises  the  gen- 
eral commanding  that  you  complain  to  him  (the  provost-marshal)  that 
permits  for  trade  in  conflict  with  your  circular  of  September  14,  1862, 
have  been  issued  from  these  headquarters.  The  general  directs  me  to 
advise  you  that  only  in  a few  cases  has  he  granted  permits  to  trade  in 
the  interior  of  the  State,  and  then  only  to  persons  of  known  or  estab- 
lished loyalty,  and  connected  with  loyal  dealers  in  this  city.  A copy 
of  a letter  from  Major  Mullins,  provost-marshal  at  Sedalia,  under  date 
of  November  28,  has  been  submitted  to  the  general’s  consideration. 
The  major  complains  that  Messrs.  Newland  and  Courtney,  residents 
near  Sedalia,  had  been  granted  a permit  to  purchase  hogs  and  cattle 
from  farmers  generally,  and  to  ship  the  same  to  Saint  Louis.  He  (the 
major)  says  he  is  informed  that  Messrs.  Newland  and  Courtney  were 
disloyal  some  time  heretofore.  Such  might  have  been  the  case,  but  their 
loyalty  at  the  present  time  was  very  satisfactorily  established  by  reli- 
able Union  men,  and  if  persons  wTere  formerly  disloyal,  and  now  give 
evidence  of  an  honest  espousal  of  loyalty,  let  such  be  encouraged  by  all 
means. 

We  are  led  to  believe  that  there  is  a change  of  sentiment  taking 
place  throughout  the  State.  Men  are  in  a measure  giving  up  their 
madness,  and  are  inclined  to  return  to  reason  and  right.  The  conviction 
that  they  were  wrong  in  their  rebellion  against  the  Government,  or  the 
conclusion  that  the  rebellion  so  far  as  Missouri  is  concerned  cannot  in 
any  event  be  of  avail,  is  leading  many  individuals  to  do  works  meet  for 
repentance.  All  such  persons  should  be  encouraged  to  continue  in  well- 
doing until  their  reformation  shall  become  complete.  Let  blows  and 


Of  2d  instant,  addressed  to  Totten.  See  p.  805. 


808 


J* 0.,  ARK.,  KANS.,  IND.  T.,  AND  DEPT.  N.  W.  [Chap.  XXXIV. 


restrictions  fall  thick  and  heavy  upon  the  traitor  $ extend  the  hand  of 
encouragement  to  the  repentant. 

Major  Mullins  writes  that  he  infers  that  the  policy  of  General  Curtis  is 
11  to  permit  traders  to  purchase  of  all  farmers,  both  rebel  and  loyal,  with- 
out any  restriction  or  distinction.”  Such  is  nearly  the  general’s  policy. 
He  would  permit  loyal  dealers  to  buy  indiscriminately  from  the  farmers 
or  producers;  he  would  not  permit  a disloyal  dealer  to  buy  from  any 
one.  The  rebel  or  sympathizer  who  owns  a few  hogs  may  owe  their  value 
to  a loyal  merchant  in  the  interior,  and  that  merchant  in  turn  may 
be  indebted  to  a loyal  merchant  here  or  eastward.  The  refusal  to  allow 
the  farmer  to  sell  his  hogs  works  a far  greater  injury  than  any  possible 
good  to  our  cause  and  friends.  Let  no  disloyal  trader  be  allowed  to 
reap  benefits  from  trade  or  commerce 'until  he  submits  to  the  authority 
of  the  land,  and  gives  good  evidence  of  his  sincerity.  If  your  subordi- 
nates find  that  any  party  bearing  permit  from  these  headquarters  is 
an  actual  rebel,  such  subordinates  are  hereby  instructed  to  take  up  and 
cancel  said  permit,  but  they  should  be  careful  to  closely  scrutinize 
charges  of  disloyalty  coming  only  from  competitors  in  the  same  trade. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLINTON  B.  FISK, 
Brigadier- General  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqes.  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry, 

Independence , Mo.,  December  3,  1862. 


Brig.  Gen.  Ben.  Loan,  Jefferson  City : 


General:  Your  telegram  of  the  26th,  ordering  me  to  disperse  the 
Kansas  troops,  was  received.  After  returning  from  the  expedition,  I 
took  110  men,  by  order  of  Brigadier-General  Yaughan,  and  pursued  the 
Twelfth  Kansas  for  twenty-six  hours.  We  were  with  them,  or  in  sight 
of  them,  one-half  of  the  time,  but  kept  our  business  to  ourselves  until 
General  Yaughan,  Colonel  McFerran,  Colonel  Neill,  and  other  officials, 
with  370  meri,  arrived  in  sight.  Knowing  the  size  of  my  force,  and  sup- 
posing that  my  business  was  to  take  from  them  their  stolen  property, 
they  formed  a line  of  battle  and  placed  their  artillery  in  the  road  to  re- 
ceive me.  I halted  my  men  within  60  yards  of  their  line,  and  formed  a 
line  of  battle,  by  order  of  General  Yaughan,  and  waited  for  his  col- 
umn to  arrive.  The  correspondence  between  the  general  and  Colonel 
Adams  will  be  reported  by  the  general. 

The  whole  command  scattered  and  camped  in  the  neighborhood.  On 
the  morning  of  the  28th,  the  Kansas  troops  loaded  their  baggage  train 
and  marched  one-half  a mile  with  all  their  stolen  property  before  the 
matter  was  discovered  by  the  general.  I was  then  ordered  to  arrest 
them,  which  I did,  without  my  men  and  without  difficulty.  After  Colo- 
nel McFerran  took  from  them  their  stolen  property,  I was  ordered  to 
escort  them  out  of  the  State. 

Inclosed  find  Captain  Yansant’s  report.* 

I suppose  General  Yaughan  will  make  you  a full  report. 

Yours,  respectfully, 


W.  K.  PENICK, 

Colonel  Fifth  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 


*See  p.  824. 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  24.  / Saint  Louis , Mo .,  December  3,  1862. 

I.  Brigadier- General  Davidson,  having  been  assigned  to  a command 
in  the  field,  is  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  Saint  Louis  District, 
to  which  Brigadier- General  Carr  is  assigned,  dating  from  the  12th 
ultimo. 

IT.  Brigadier- General  Gorman  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
District  of  Eastern  Arkansas. 

III.  Kansas,  Western  Arkansas,  and  the  Indian  Territory,  known  as 
the  Eighth,  Ninth,  and  Tenth  Districts,  will,  until  further  orders,  be 
commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Blunt. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Curtis: 

H.  Z.  CURTIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Springfield,  December  4,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  B.  Curtis,  Saint  Louis : 

In  assuming  the  command,  I find  the  force  in  the  Southwest  District 
posted  as  follows:  Springfield,  641 ; Ozark,  263 5 Newton,  McDonald, 
and  Jasper  Counties,  635  ; Wright  and  Webster  and  for  escort  of  trains 
between  Lebanon  and  Springfield,  507 ; making  a total  of  2,046  enlisted 
men  for  duty. 

Two  guns  at  Fort  No.  1,  without  men  to  work  them,  comprises  the 
artillery. 

The  guerrillas  are  very  active  and  numerous  in  all  parts  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  demands  for  protection  cannot  be  met.  The  large  number  of 
sick  in  hospital  and  other  departments  requires  every  man  at  Spring- 
field  to  be  detailed  for  guard  and  fatigue  duty.  Nearly  every  officer 
on  detached  service  at  this  post  has  beqn  ordered  to  join  his  regiment, 
and  educated  officers  to  fill  their  places  are  not  in  the  command.  The 
army  moving  west  leaves  the  country  from  North  Fork  of  the  White 
River  to  Cassville  open  to  the  inroads  of  Burbridge  and  Greene,  who  are 
known  to  be  near  the  mouth  of  North  Fork  with  some  force.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I respectfully  urge  the  necessity  of  an  increase  of 
the  force  of  the  district. 

E.  B.  BROWN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  December  5,  1862. 

General  F.  J.  Herron: 

Glad  to  see  you  are  nearing  Blunt.  The  danger  is  he  will  be  attacked 
by  greatly  superior  forces  before  you  reach  him.  Be  cautious.  Hind- 
man is  shrewd  and  active.  He  wjil  try  hard  to  deceive  you  by  drawing 
you  into  ambush. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 


Elkhorn,  Ark.,  December  5, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt  : 

General  : I arrived  here  this  evening,  and  have  the  Third  Division  at 
Sugar  Creek,  with  the  Second  6 miles  back.  To-morrow  the  Third  will 
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make  Halcombe  Springs,  and  probably  Fayetteville.  Should  I hear  any-  | 
thing  stirring  from  below,  I will  push  through  to  Fayetteville.  I have 
brought  the  Third  Division  from  Wilson’s  Creek  and  the  Second  from  8 
miles  the  other  side  of  Crane  Creek,  making  30  miles  per  day.  It 
is  impossible  to  make  day  and  night  marches  on  a trip  of  this  length. 

I hope  to  God  we  will  reach  you  before  they  get  too  close,  and  with  our 
combined  forces  I do  not  fear  the  result.  I am  afraid  when  they  hear 
of  re-enforcements  coming  up  they  will  back  down.  I think  our  plan 
beyond  question  under  such  circumstances  is  to  make  them  fight,  even 
if  we  have  to  follow  to  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Nothing  new  from 
the  east. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  HERRON, 

Brigadier-  Genera  l. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  December  5,  1862. 

James  S.  Thomas,  Esq., 

President  Saint  Louis  County  Board  : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  3d  instant,  in  which  you  request  me  to  answer,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  county  board,  the  following  questions  touching  Special 
Orders,  No.  91,  issued  by  me,  and  under  which  your  board  is  now  acting: 

1st.  Is  it  ordered  under  the  authority  or  approval  of  Hamilton  R.  Gamble  as  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Missouri  ? 

2d.  Is  it  an  order  of  your  own  as  commander  of  the  State  troops  of  Missouri,  or  as 
commander  of  the  militia  enrolled  under  the  order  of  the  Governor  ? 

3d.  Is  it  an  order  of  your  own  as  commander  of  the  military  district  of  Missouri ; and, 
if  so,  is  it  recognized  by  the  War  Department  ? 

These  questions  can  doubtless  be  most  satisfactorily  answered  by  a 
brief  reference  to  the  military  condition  of  Missouri  at  and  about  the 
time  the  order  was  issued,  and  to  the  position  occupied  by  myself  at 
that  time.  By  appointment  from  the  major-general  commanding  the 
Department  of  the  Mississippi,  I was  commander  of  the  military  dis- 
trict of  Missouri,  and  as  such  acted  purely  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States.  I was  placed  here  for  a certain  definite  purpose,  which 
may  be  briefly  stated — to  restore  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
throughout  the  State  of  Missouri  and  to  restore  and  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  State.  To  enable  me  to  accomplish  this,  there  was  placed  at  my 
disposal  a certain  military  force,  composed  of  United  States  volunteers 
and  the  State  militia,  raised  for  this  special  service,  under  an  agreement 
between  the  Governor  of  Missouri  and  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

For  a time  this  force  seemed  quite  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  but  soon 
military  operations  in  Arkansas  and  Tennessee  rendered  necessary  the 
withdrawal  from  Missouri  of  a large  portion  of  the  troops  originally 
assigned  to  my  command. 

Soon  after  this,  in  pursuance  of  a plan  of  the  rebel  Government,  large 
numbers  of  rebel  troops  from  Missouri  were  sent  back  into  the  State, 
with  commissions  to  recruit  and  organize  troops  for  the  Southern  army. 
Some  of  these  returned  rebels  succeeded  in  passing  secretly  through 
our  lines,  others  were  arrested,  and  others  gave  themselves  up  and  took 
the  required  oath  and  parole,  professing  their  desire  to  return  to  their 
allegiance.  These  emissaries  from  the  rebel  Government  spread  them- 
selves over  the  State,  and  secretly  enlisted,  organized,  and  officered  a 
very  large  number  of  men;  places  of  rendezvous  were  designated,  and 
all  were  ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  assemble  when  the 
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signal  should  be  given.  Their  plan  was  to  maintain  their  ground  in 
Missouri,  if  possible,  and,  if  not,  to  make  the  best  of  their  way  into 
Arkansas.  They  were  promised,  and  to  some  extent  received,  co- 
operation from  the  enemy’s  forces  in  the  latter  State.  So  extensive  was 
their  organization  that,  notwithstanding  the  discovery  and  partial  pros- 
tration of  the  scheme,  not  less  than  10,000  guerrillas  were  at  one  time 
in  arms  in  Missouri.  Aware  of  the  impending  danger,  I called  upon  the 
United  States  Government  for  more  troops.  The  reply  was  that  not  a 
single  regiment  could  be  furnished.  There  was  nothing  left,  then,  but 
to  call  forth  the  latent  power  of  the  State  to  save  her  from  the  horrors 
of  guerrilla  war,  and  to  preserve  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
within  her  borders.  I therefore  availed  myself  of  my  position  as  brig- 
adier-general of  the  Missouri  militia,  and  called  upon  the  Government 
for  authority  to  enroll  and  organize  all  the  militia  of  the  State,  and  to 
call  into  active  service  such  force  as  I might  deem  necessary.  This 
authority  was  readily  granted,  and  the  work  immediately  commenced. 
With  the  immense  difficulties  which  lay  in  the  way  of  its  successful 
prosecution,  arising  from  the  apprehension  and  distrust  excited  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  both  loyal  and  disloyal,  and  the  doubts  existing 
in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  success  of  so  great  an  experiment,  tried  for 
the  first  time  in  the  country,  your  board  are,  perhaps,  as  familiar  as 
myself.  Its  final  triumph  and  happy  results  are  known  to  every  one 
in  Missouri. 

Not  the  least  of  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  was  to  provide  the 
means  for  arming  and  subsisting  this  force..  Some  arms  were  furnished 
by  the  United  States,  but  soon  this  source  failed.  Subsistence  was  en- 
tirely denied.  I was,  therefore,  again  thrown  upon  my  own  resources  to 
provide  the  means  for  performing  the  duty  assigned  me  by  the  Govern- 
ment, viz,  “ to  take  care  of  Missouri.”  Under  these  circumstances  I de- 
termined that  those  who,  by  their  open  or  secret  aid  and  encouragement 
to  the  rebellion,  had  brought  upon  the  State  so  great  a calamity  should 
bear  the  extraordinary  expense  necessary  to  bring  back  a state  of  peace 
and  prosperity,  and  at  the  same  time  be  made  to  realize  that  such  crimes 
could  not  be  committed  with  impunity.  The  mode  of  accomplishing  this 
was  a matter  for  careful  consideration,  particularly  whether  it  should  be 
done  under  State  or  Federal  authority.  The  money  was  to  be  chiefly 
used  for  the  support  of  a State  force,  for  whose  maintenance  the  United 
States  were  in  no  way  responsible,  and  provided  for  by  no  law  of  Con- 
gress. The  State  was  entirely  without  means  to  meet  such  expense, 
and  I was  so  informed  by  the  Governor.  On  the  other  hand,  this  force 
was  called  into  existence  solely  to  enable  me  to  discharge  the  important 
and  difficult  duty  assigned  me  by  the  United  States  Government,  and 
to  enable  me  and  my  predecessors  to  accomplish  which  we  had  been  in- 
trusted with  all  the  powers  of  martial  law.  There  was  manifestly  no 
other  law,  either  State  or  Federal,  under  which  the  money  required 
could  be  raised  for  the  specific  purpose,  either  by  assessment  of  disloyal 
persons  or  otherwise,  nor  by  which  those  guilty  of  aiding  in  bringing 
calamity  upon  the  State  could  be  made  to  feel  the  sting  of  just  retribu- 
tion before  it  should  be  too  late  to  produce  good  results.  It  was,  there- 
fore, manifest  that  the  order  should  spring  from  United  States  authority, 
the  source  of  martial  law.  Hence  the  order  was  issued  from  “ Head- 
quarters District  of  Missouri,”  and  possessed  whatever  of  force  I could 
give  it  in  my  capacity  as  representative  of  the  military  power  of  the 
United  States  in  Missouri. 

The  above  is  substantially  an  answer  to  all  your  questions.  I acted 
in  this,  as  in  all  other  matters,  upon  my  own  responsibility  as  an  officer 
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of  the  United  States,  and  not  under  the  orders  of  the  Governor  of  Mis- 
souri. It  was  a matter  with  which  the  Governor  had,  officially,  nothing 
to  do,  although  he  expressed  unhesitatingly  his  approval  of  the  measure, 
and  proceeded  at  once  to  raise  funds  to  meet  the  present  necessities  of 
the  military  service,  pledging,  as  he  was  authorized  by  me  to  do,  the 
money  to  be  raised  by  assessment  to  meet  the  liabilities  thus  incurred. 

Your  first  question  may  therefore  be  briefly  answered  thus : The  order 
was  issued  not  under  the  authority  but  with  the  approval  of  the  Governor 
of  Missouri. 

Your  second  question  is  answered  in  the  negative. 

In  order  that  your  third  question  may  be  fully  answered,  it  is  proper 
for  me  to  state  that  no  intimation  of  either  approval  or  disapproval  of 
the  measure  has  ever  reached  me  from  the  War  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis , illo.,  December  6,  1862 — 11.30  a.  m. 

Gol.  J.  0.  Kelton: 

General  Blunt,  at  Cane  Hill,  Ark.;  telegraphed  on  the  3d  that  Hind- 
man and  Marmaduke  had  concentrated  about  20,000  to  return  upon  him, 
and  asked  for  re-enforcements.  I ordered  General  Herron  forward  and 
advised  Blunt  to  fall  back.  General  Herron  expects  to  reach  Fayette- 
ville to-day,  and  Blunt  reports  himself  still  at  Cane  Hill,  the  enemy 
within  15  miles.  A conflict  is  probable. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  2d  and  3d  Divisions,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Mkhorn , December  6,  1862 — 3 a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt  : 

Your  dispatch  is  just  received.  My  former  note  will  explain  to  you 
the  exact  position  of  the  divisions,  &c.  They  are  both  moving  at  pres- 
ent, and  the  Third  Division  will  reach  Fayetteville  at  10  or  11  to-night. 
The  Second  will  reach  the  same  place  by  daylight  in  the  morning  (7th). 
I send  forward  at  once  2,000  cavalry,  the  best  armed  and  mounted  men  of 
both  divisions.  My  cavalry  force  was  reduced  by  the  withdrawal  of  all 
Missouri  State  troops  for  State  purposes.  I will  make  the  best  possible 
marching  to  you.  In  my  opinion,  if  the  enemy  presses  you  in  force,  it 
would  be  advisable  to  fall  back  and  meet  the  Second  and  Third  Divis- 
ions, so  we  can  make  a good  fight  of  it.  Keep  me  advised  of  any  change 
of  location  you  make  ; also  send  me  a guide  from  Fayetteville  to  Cane 
Hill. 


Respectfully,  &c., 


F.  J.  HERROK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Cane  Hill.  Ark.,  December  6,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Herron, 

Commanding  Second  and  Third  Divisions : 

Sir  : The  enemy’s  advance,  represented  10,000  strong,  are  now  within 
8 miles  of  my  headquarters.  They  drove  in  my  outposts  3 miles  this 
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morning.  Nothing  more  than  picket  fighting  has  occurred  during  the 
day,  but  they  are  steadily  advancing,  and  will,  no  doubt,  attack  in  force 
at  daybreak  to-morrow  morning.  You  will  endeavor  to  get  your  com- 
mand here  by  that  time. 

Respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Cane  Hill , Arh.,  December  6,  1862 — 7 p.  m. 

Maj.  T.  J.  Weed, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fort  Leavenworth  : 

The  enemy,  25,000  strong,  have  attempted  for  three  days  to  force  my 
position  here,  which  I have  determined  to  hold  at  all  hazards  until 
re-enforcements  can  arrive.  They  attacked  yesterday,  and  again  this 
morning,  but  were  driven  back  to  the  mountains.  General  Herron, 
with  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  is  making  a forced  march  to  re- 
enforce me.  His  advance  will  arrive  to-night.  You  will  soon  hear  of 
one  of  the  damnedest  fights  or  foot  races  that  has  taken  place  lately. 
Lieutenant  Johnsou  is  doing  well. 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 


Elkhorn,  Ark., 
December  G,  1862 — 4 a.  m. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Mo. : 

Messenger  just  in  from  Blunt.  The  enemy  is  within  15  miles  of  him, 
marching  on  to  Cane  Hill.  I have  advised  him  fully  of  my  location 
each  day,  and  have  advised  him  to  fall  back  and  meet  me,  should  the 
enemy  press  him  in  force.  He  will  make  a mistake  if  he  undertakes  to 
fight  before  we  get  up.  I will  have  both  divisions  in  Fayetteville  dur- 
ing the  night.  The  entire  column  has  marched  30  miles  per  day  since 
we  started.  I am  doing  my  best  to  reach  him.  To-morrow  will  tell  the 
story.  May  the  God  of  battles  be  with  us. 

F.  J.  HERRON, 

Brigadier- General. 


Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  December  6, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt,  Fort  Leavenworth , Kans. : 

Sir:  I thought  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple on  the  frontier  northwest  of  this  post,  which  I am  able  to  do  from 
the  report  of  Captain  Read,  Company  I,  Ninth  Regiment  Kansas  Vol- 
unteers, who  has  just  visited  that  section,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of 
many  of  the  sufferers.  Captain  Read  left  this  post  December  10,  1862, 
with  60  men,  with  ten  days’  provisions.  He  met  with  nothing  remarka- 
ble until  he  arrived  about  55  miles  up  the  Republican.  Here  he  found 
a number  of  families  who  had  been  driven  in  by  the  Indians.  They 
were  in  a most  destitute  condition ; scarcely  a family  escaped  being 
plundered  or  outraged.  The  Indians  came  upon  them  in  large  numbers, 
in  some  instances  compelling  them  to  cook  rations  for  them,  which  being 
devoured,  they  would  load  themselves  with  anything  they  wanted,  tak- 
ing principally  breadstuff.  When  they  found  nothing  that  suited  their 
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purpose,  they  broke  or  burst  everything  before  them.  A gentleman  by  j 
the  name  of  Pox  is  the  owner  of  the  farm  upon  which  these  refugees  j 
have  found  an  asylum.  Here  they  have  built  a rude  fort  for  protection,  | 
hoping  some  change  may  take  place  or  some  j)rotection  be  afforded 
them  ; but  if  not,  they  must  entirely  abandon  the  country,  as  many,  less 
courageous,  have  already  done.  There  is  no  food  for  man  or  beast  above 
Fox’s,  though  a beautiful  crop  of  corn  and  other  things  were  raised.  { 
Captain  Bead  went  100  miles  up  the  Bepublican,  and  all  along  the  route 
saw  the  ashes  of  burnt  corn  and  houses  and  the  fragments  of  broken 
and  destroyed  property.  The  principal  object  of  these  marauders  ap- 
pears to  have  been  to  drive  out  the  settlers  by  plunder  and  outrage,  and 
prevent  pursuit  by  destroying  everything  they  could  not  carry  off. 
The  thriving  settlements  around  Lake  Sibley  and  White  Bock  are  en- 
tirely abandoned.  Captain  Eead  described  the  country  over  which  he 
passed  as  very  fertile  as  well  as  beautiful,  and  capable  of  sustaining  a 
dense  population.  The  timber  on  the  numerous  tributaries  of  this  stream 
is  very  abundant,  and,  could  the  settlers  remain  there  unmolested,  it 
would  soon  vie  with  any  portion  of  the  State.  There  are  two  salt 
springs  in  successful  operation  near  the  residence  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  a 
good  article  of  salt  is  produced.  I much  regret  the  removal  of  Com- 
panies G-  and  T,  Ninth  Eegiment,  from  this  post  will  prevent  me  from 
affording  that  protection  to  the  people  which  they  need  and  desire.  But 
I assure  you,  major,  I shall  be  untiring  in  my  endeavors  to  shield  them, 
though  the  small  force  I can  spare  without  endangering  the  safety  of 
this  post  will  be  entirely  inadequate  for  the  purpose. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  STEWAET, 

Captain  Company  C,  Ninth  Kansas  Volunteers , Commanding  Post, 


Headquarters  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry, 

New  Madrid , Mo .,  December  6,  1802. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Carr, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Commanding  Southeastern  Missouri : 

General:  Under  your  orders,  I left  Saint  Louis  on  the  25th  ultimo 
with  part  of  my  regiment,  and  stopped  over  at  Cape  Girardeau  from 
the  evening  of  the  26th  ultimo  until  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant,  ar- 
ranging the  companies  left  there.  Maj.  G.  A.  Eberliart,  of  the  Thirty- 
second  Iowa,  commands  that  post.  Lieutenant  Bannon  is  provost- 
marshal. 

I found  a state  of  affairs  there  that  in  some  resiiects  wTas  unsatisfac- 
tory. The  Germans  as  a class  and  some  few  others  are  fully  loyal.  The 
loyal  citizens  of  that  place  and  vicinity  are  much  dissatisfied  with  the 
appointment  of  General  Stockton  over  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  of 
that  district.  I think  they  will  never  acquiesce,  nor  do  I believe  he  will 
ever  aid  the  Government  or  really  sustain  it.  I had  no  intercourse  with 
him,  and  am  reliably  informed  that  he  has  not  usually  called  on  parties 
commanding  loyal  troops.  I look  upon  his  appointment  as  very  inju- 
dicious. What  bad  results  may  follow  remains  for  the  future  to  show. 

I arrived  at  this  point  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  instant.  I have  en- 
deavored to  inform  myself  respecting  the  state  of  affairs  in  this  section. 
I have  already  learned  that,  with  the  exception  of  Captain  Moore’s  com- 
pany of  Illinois  Cavalry,  the  troops  here  have  been  and  still  are  quite 
popular  with  the  rebels.  Matters  at  this  post  have  gone  at  loose  ends 
to  a degree  that  rendered  our  troops  quite  a convenience  to  the  rebels. 
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There  has  been  quite  a trade  in  contraband  stores  from  this  point  to 
the  country  west  of  “the  swamps,”  and  much  of  it  to  Arkansas. 

On  the  4th  instant  I stopped  several  teams  bound  to  Gainesville,  Ark., 
and  each  carrying  from  two  to  four  barrels  of  salt.  I am  informed  that 
certain  parties  have  made  regular  trips.  This  state  of  affairs  could  only 
have  occurred  through  the  connivance  of  the  commander  of  the  post,  or 
at  least  through  great  negligence. 

I have  appointed  First  Lieut.  A.  Converse,  of  Thirty-second  Iowa, 
provost-marshal  for  this  place.  I have  no  fears  that  contraband  trade 
will  be  carried  on  under  his  eye. 

I learn  that  the  rebels  are  now  preparing  to  carry  off  large  numbers 
of  fat  hogs  from  the  counties  of  Stoddard  and  Dunklin.  If  I had  100 
mounted  men,  I could  send  an  infantry  force  as  a nucleus,  and  could 
gather  in  much  of  this  stock,  thus  distressing  our  enemy  and  obtaining 
supplies  for  the  Government.  I will  perhaps  do  so,  or  attempt  it,  as  it 
is,  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

It  strikes  me  that  an  active  force  could  occupy  a central  position  near 
Chalk  Bluff,  on  the  Saint  Francis,  and  save  the  counties  of  Stoddard, 
Scott,  Mississippi,  New  Madrid,  Cape  Girardeau,  and  nearly  all  of  Dunk- 
lin and  Pemiscot  from  the  ravages  of  the  rebels.  An  important  ad- 
vantage would  be  that  they  would  draw  most  of  their  subsistence  from 
disloyal  men. 

It  is  said  that  Jeff.  Thompson  was  at  Four  Mile,  Dunklin  County,  eight 
days  since,  and  made  a speech  to  his  followers.  He  is  represented  as 
being  now  without  a command,  and  on  a stealing  expedition. 

As  far  as  I can  learn,  the  settlers  out  through  and  beyond  the  swamp 
are  more  of  them  loyal  than  in  this  section. 

This  statement  embodies  the  material  facts  in  my  possession.  I might 
add  that,  only  for  the  delay  in  removing  the  troops  from  this  place  to 
No.  10,  the  rebels  would  most  likely  have  been  in  possession.  I learn 
that  they  were  counting  on  such  a state  of  facts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SCOTT, 

Colonel  Thirty -second  Iowa  Infantry , Commanding  Post. 


Headquarters  District  of  Minnesota, 

Madison , December  6, 1862. 

Brigadier-General  Elliott, 

Commanding  Department : 

About  11  o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  4th  instant,  the  guard  around 
the  Indian  prisoners  at  Camp  Lincoln  were  assaulted  by  nearly  200  men, 
who  attempted  to  reach  the  prisoners,  with  the  avowed  intention  of 
murdering  the  condemned  prisoners.  Colonel  Miller,  commanding, 
warned  previously  of  the  design,  surrounded  the  assailants  and  took 
them  prisoners,  but  subsequently  released  them.  Colonel  Miller  informs 
me  that  large  numbers  of  citizens  are  assembling,  and  he  fears  a serious 
collision.  I have  authorized  him  to  declare  martial  law,  if  necessary, 
and  call  to  his  assistance  all  the  troops  within  his  reach.  He  thinks  it 
will  require  1,000  true  men  to  protect  the  prisoners  against  all  organized 
popular  outbreak.  He  will  have  nearly  or  quite  that  number,  but  it  is 
doubtful  if  they  can  be  relied  on  in  the  last  resort. 

Please  telegraph  the  facts  to  the  President,  and  ask  instructions 
Any  hour  may  witness  a sad  conflict,  if  it  has  not  already  occurred. 

H.  H.  SIBLEY, 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Madison , Wis.,  December  6,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Washington , D.  C. : 

General  Sibley  reports  that,  on  the  4th,  th'e  guard  around  the  Indian 
prisoners  at  South  Bend  were  assaulted  by  about  200  citizens,  with  ! 
intent  to  murder  the  Indians.  The  citizens  were  taken  jmsoners,  but 
subsequently  released  ; that  a large  number  of  citizens  are  assembling,  : 
and  a serious  collision  is  feared.  I have  ordered  strong  re-enforcements 
to  the  guard  over  the  prisoners. 

W.  L.  ELLIOTT, 

Brigadier - General , Commanding. 


December  7,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Blent, 

Cane  Hill , Ark  : 

All  my  reports  go  to  show  there  are  about  20,000  troops  about  Little 
Bock,  mostly  at  Austin.  There  is  no  special  move  on  Little  Bock. 
Everything  looks  down-river.  Do  not  allow  yourself  to  be  drawn  into 
ambush.  Have  been  very  anxious.  Hope  you  have  been  re-enforced. 
Herron  is  a true  man.  Success  to  you. 

SAML.  B.  CUKTIS, 

Major-General . 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Little  Boch,  Arlc .,  December  7,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  B.  Curtis, 

Or  Officer  Comdg .,  d&c.,  Dept,  of  Missouri , Saint  Louis , Mo. : 
General  : Inclosed  you  will  find  a slip  from  the  Memphis  Daily  Ap- 
peal, of  the  3d  ultimo,  containing  an  account,  purporting  to  be  derived 
from  the  Palmyra  (Missouri)  Courier,  of  the  murder  of  ten  Confederate 
citizens  of  Missouri,  by  order  of  General  McNeil,  of  the  IT.  S.  Army. 
This  slip  was  transmitted  to  me  by  the  President  of  the  Confederate 
States,  who  instructs  me  to  ascertain  from  you  whether  the  facts  are  as 
stated. 

In  accordance  with  these  instructions,  I have  respectfully  to  request 
that  you  will  give  me  full  information  in  regard  to  the  circumstances 
related,  and  at  the  earliest  practicable  day.* 

I am,  general,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Major-  General , Commanding. 


HORRIBLE  FEDERAL  OUTRAGE— TEN  CONFEDERATES  MURDERED — THE  FULL  PARTIC- 
ULARS OF  THE  SCENE. 

[From  the  Palmyra  (Missouri)  Courier.] 

Saturday  last,  the  18th  instant,  witnessed  the  performanee  of  a tragedy  in  this  once 
quiet  and  beautiful  city  of  Palmyra,  which,  in  ordinary  and  peaceful  times,  would 
have  created  a profound  sensation  throughout  the  entire  country,  but  which  now 
scarcely  produces  a distinct  ripple  upon  the  surface  of  our  turbulent  social  tide. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  our  readers  that  on  the  occasion  of  Porter’s  descent  upon 
Palmyra,  he  captured,  among  other  persons,  an  old  and  highly  respected  resident  of 
this  city,  by  name  Andrew  Allsman.  This  person  formerly  belonged  to  the  Third 

* See  Curtis  to  Holmes,  December  27,  1S62,  p.  879;  Smith  to  Curtis,  June  3,  1863, 
Part  II,  p.  307. 
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Missouri  Cavalry,  tliougli  too  old  to  endure  all  the  hardships  of  very  active  duty. 
He  was,  therefore,  detailed  as  a kind  of  special  or  extra  provost-marshal’s  guard  or 
cicerone,  making  himself  generally  useful  in  a variety  of  ways  to  the  military  of  the 
place.  Being  an  old  resident,  and  widely  acquainted  with,  the  people  of  the  place  and 
vicinity,  he  was  frequently  called  upon  for  information  touching  the  loyalty  of  men, 
which  lie  always  gave  to  the  extent  of  his  ability,  though  acting,  we  believe,  in  all 
such  cases  with  great  candor,  and  actuated  solely  by  a conscientious  desire  to  dis- 
charge his  whole  duty  to  his  Government.  His  knowledge  of  the  surrounding  coun- 
try was  the  reason  of  his  being  frequently  called  upon  to  act  as  a guide  to  scouting 
parties  sent  out  to  arrest  disloyal  persons.  So  efficiently  and  successfully  did  he  act 
in  these  various  capacities,  that  he  won  the  bitter  hatred  of  all  the  rebels  in  this  city 
and  vicinity,  and  they  only  waited  the  coming  of  a favorable  opportunity  to  gratify 
their  desire  for  revenge.  The  opportunity  came  at  last,  when  Porter  took  Palmyra. 
That  the  villains,  with  Porter’s  assent,  satiated  their  thirst  for  his  blood  by  the  delib- 
erate and  predetermined  murder  of  their  helpless  victim  no  truly  loyal  man  doubts. 
When  they  killed  him,  or  how,  or  where,  are  items  of  the  act  not  yet  revealed  to  the 
public.  Whether  he  was  stabbed  at  midnight  by  the  dagger  of  the  assassin,  or  shot 
at  midday  by  the  rifle  of  the  guerrilla  ; whether  he  was  hung  and  his  body  hidden 
beneath  the  scanty  soil  of  some  oaken  thicket,  or  left  as  food  for  hogs  to  fatten  upon, 
or  whether,  like  the  ill-fated  Wheat,  his  throat  was  severed  from  ear  to  ear,  and  his 
body  sunk  beneath  the  wave,  we  know  not.  But  that  he  was  foully,  causelessly  mur- 
dered it  is  useless  to  attempt  to  deny. 

When  General  McNeil  returned  to  Palmyra,  after  that  event,  and  ascertained  the 
circumstances  under  which  Allsman  had  been  abducted,  he  caused  to  be  issued,  after 
due  deliberation,  the  following  notice : 

“Palmyra,  Mo.,  October  8,  1862. 

“Joseph  C.  Porter: 


“ Sir:  Andrew  Allsman,  an  aged  citizen  of  Palmyra,  and  a non-combatant,  having 
been  carried  from  his  home  by  a band  of  persons  unlawfully  arrayed  against  the  peace 
and  good  order  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  which  band  was  under  your  control,  this 
is  to  notify  you  that  unless  said  Andrew  Allsman  is  returned,  unharmed,  to  his  family 
within  ten  days  from  date,  ten  men,  who  have  belonged  to  your  hand,  and  unlawfully 
sworn  by  you  to  carry  arms  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  who 
are  now  in  custody,  will  be  shot  as  a meet  reward  for  their  crimes,  among  which  is 
the  illegal  restraining  of  said  Allsman  of  his  liberty,  and,  if  not  returned,  presump- 
tively aiding  in  his  murder. 

“ Your  prompt  attention  to  this  will  save  much  suffering. 

“Yours,  &c., 

“W.  R.  STRACHAN, 

“ Provost- Marshal-  General,  District  of  Northeastern  Missouri. 


“Per  order  of  brigadier-geueral  commanding  McNeil’s  column.” 


A written  duplicate  of  this  notice  he  caused  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  wife 
of  Joseph  C.  Porter,  at  her  residence  in  Lewis  County,  who  it  was  well  known  was 
in  frequent  communication  with  her  husband.  The  notice  was  published  widely,  and 
as  Porter  was  in  Northern  Missouri  during  the  whole  of  the  ten  days  subsequent  to 
the  date  of  this  notice,  it  is  impossible  that,  with  all  his  varied  channels  of  informa- 
tion, he  remained  uuapprised  of  General  McNeil’s  determination  in  the  premises.  4 

Many  rebels  believed  the  whole  thing  was  simply  intended  as  a scare,  declaring 
that  McNeil  did  not  dare  [?]  to  carry  out  the  threat. 

The  ten  days  elapsed,  and  no  tidings  came  of  the  murdered  Allsman.  It  is  not  our 
intention  to  dwell  at  length  upon  the  details  of  this  transaction.  The  tenth  day 
expired  with  last  Friday.  On  that  day  ten  rebel  prisoners,  already  in  custody,  were 
selected  to  pay  with  their  lives  the  penalty  demanded.  The  namesof  the  men  so 
selected  were  as  follows:  Willis  Baker,  Lewis  County;  Thomas  Humston,  Lewis 
County;  Morgan  Bixler,  Lewis  County;  Herbert  Hudson,  Ralls  County;  John  M. 
Wade,  Ralls  County ; Marion  Lair,  Ralls  County ; Capt.  Thomas  A.  Sidner,  Monroe 
County;  Eleazer  Lake,  Scotland  County,  and  Hiram  Smith,  Knox  County.  These 
parties  were  informed  on  Friday  evening  that  unless  Mr.  Allsman  was  returned 
to  his  family  by  1 o’clock  on  the  following  day,  they  would  all  be  shot  at  that  hour. 
Most  of  them  received  the  announcement  with  composure  or  indifference.  The 
Rev.  James  S.  Green,  of  this  city,  remained  with  them  during  that  night,  as  their 
spiritual  adviser,  endeavoring  to  prepare  them  for  their  sudden  entrance  into  the 
presence  of  their  Maker.  A little  after  11  a.  m.  the  next  day,  three  Government 
wagons  drove  to  the  jail;  one  contained  four  and  each  of  the  others  three  rough 
board  coffins.  The  condemned  men  were  conducted  from  the  prison  and  seated  in 
the  wagons,  one  upon  each  coffin.  A sufficient  guard  of  soldiers  accompanied  them, 
and  the  cavalcade  started  for  the  fatal  grounds.  Proceeding  east  to  Main  street,  the 
corfege  turned  and  moved  slowly  southward  as  far  as  Malone’s  livery  stable ; thence 
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turning  east,  it  entered  the  Hannibal  road,  pursuing  it  nearly  to  the  residence  of  Col. 
James  Culbertson  ; there,  throwing  down  the  fences,  they  turned  northward,  enter- 
ing the  fair  grounds  (half  a mile  east  of  the  town),  on  the  west  side,  and,  driving 
within  the  circular  amphitheatrical  ring,  paused  for  the  final  consummation  of  the 
scene. 

The  ten  coffins  were  removed  from  the  wagons  and  placed  in  a row  6 or  8 feet  apart, 
forming  a line  north  and  south,  about  15  paces  east  of  the  central  pagoda  or  music 
stand,  in  the  center  of  the  ring.  Each  coffin  was  placed  upon  the  ground,  with  its  ' 
foot  -west  and  head  east.  Thirty  soldiers  of  the  Second  Missouri  State  Militia  were 
drawn  up  in  a single  line,  extending  north  and  south,  facing  the  row  of  coffins. 
This  line  of  executioners  ran  immediately  at  the  east  base  of  the  pagoda,  leaving  a 
space  between  them  and  the  coffins  of  12  or  13  paces.  Reserves  were  drawn  up  in 
line  upon  either  bank  [flank]  of  these  executioners. 

The  arrangements  completed,  the  doomed  men  knelt  upon  the  grass  between  their 
coffins  and  the  soldiers,  while  the  Rev.  R.  M.  Rhodes  offered  up  a prayer.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  this,  each  prisoner  took  his  seat  upon  the  foot  of  his  coffin,  facing  the  mus- 
kets which  in  a few  moments  were  to  launch  them  into  eternity.  They  were  nearly 
all  firm  and  undaunted,  two  or  three  only  showing  signs  of  trepidation. 

The  most  noted  of  the  ten  was  Capt.  Thomas  A.  Sidner,  of  Monroe  County,  whose 
capture  at  Shelbyville,  in  the  disguise  of  a woman,  we  related  several  weeks  since. 
He  was  now  elegantly  attired  in  a suit  of  black  broadcloth,  with  a white  vest.  A 
luxurious  growth  of  beautiful  hair  rolled  down  upon  his  shoulders,  which,  with  his 
fine  personal  appearance,  could  not  but  bring  to  mind  the  handsome  but  vicious  Absa- 
lom. There  was  nothing  especially  worthy  of  note  in  the  appearance  of  the  others. 
One  of  them,  Willis  Baker,  of  Lewis  County,  was  proven  to  be  the  man  who  last  year 
shot  and  killed  Mr.  Ezekiel  Pratt,  his  Union  neighbor,  near  Willi  amstown,  in  that 
county.  All  the  others  were  rebels  of  lesser  note,  the  particulars  of  whose  crimes  we 
are  not  familiar  with. 

A few  minutes  after  1 o’clock,  Colonel  Strachan,  provost-marshal-general,  and  Rev- 
erend Rhodes  shook  hands  with  the  prisoners,  two  of  them  accepting  bandages  for 
their  eyes.  All  the  rest  refused.  A hundred  spectators  had  gathered  around  the  am- 
phitheater to  witness  the  impressive  scene.  The  stillness  of  death  pervaded  the  place. 
The  officer  in  command  now  stepped  forward,  and  gave  the  word  of  command,  “ Ready, 
aim,  fire.”  The  discharges,  however,  were  not  made  simultaneously,  probably  through 
want  of  a perfect  previous  understanding  of  the  orders  and  of  the  time  at  which  to 
fire.  Two  of  the  rebels  fell  backward  upon  their  coffins  and  died  instantly.  Captain 
Sidner  sprang  forward  and  fell  with  his  head  toward  the  soldiers,  his  face  upward, 
his  hands  clasped  upon  his  breast  and  the  left  leg  drawn  half  way  up.  He  did  not  move 
again,  but  died  immediately.  He  had  requested  the  soldiers  to  aim  at  his  heart,  and 
they  obeyed  but  too  implicitly.  The  other  seven  were  not  killed  outright,  so  the  re- 
serves were  called  in,  who  dispatched  them  with  their  revolvers. 

It  seems  hard  that  ten  men  should  die  for  one.  Under  ordinary  circumstances  it 
would  hardly  be  justified  ; but  severe  diseases  demand  severe  remedies.  The  safety 
of  the  people  is  the  supreme  law.  It  overrides  all  other  considerations.  The  mad- 
ness of  rebellion  has  become  so  deep  seated  that  ordinary  methods  of  cure  are  inade- 
quate. To  take  life  for  life  would  be  little  intimidation  to  men  seeking  the  heart’s 
blood  of  an  obnoxious  enemy.  They  could  well  afford  to  make  even  exchanges  under 
many  circumstances.  It  is  only  by  striking  the  deepest  terror  in  them,  causing  them 
to  thoroughly  respect  the  lives  of  loyal  men,  that  they  can  be  taught  to  observe  the 
obligation  of  humanity  and  of  law. 

ADDENDA. 


Executive  Office, 

Richmond , November  17,  1862. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  Trans-Mississippi  Department : 

General  : Inclosed  you  will  find  a slip  from  the  Memphis  Daily  Ap- 
peal of  the  3d  instant,  containing  an  account,  purporting  to  be  derived 
from  the  Palmyra  (Missouri)  Courier,  a Federal  journal,  of  the  murder 
of  ten  Confederate  citizens  of  Missouri,  by  order  of  General  McYei!,  of 
the  U.  S.  Army.* 

You  will  communicate,  by  flag  of  truce,  with  the  Federal  officer  com- 
manding that  department,  and  ascertain  if  the  facts  are  as  stated.  If 


* See  Holmes  to  Curtis,  December  7,  1862,  p.  816,  and  Curtis  to  Holmes,  December 
21, 1862,  p.  860 ; also  Smith  to  Curtis  and  to  Cooper,  June  3, 1863,  Part  II,  pp.  307,  852. 
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they  be  so,  you  will  demand  the  immediate  surrender  of  General  Mc- 
Neil to  the  Confederate  authorities,  and  if  this  demand  is  not  complied 
with,  you  will  inform  said  commanding  officer  that  you  are  ordered  to 
execute  the  first  ten  United  States  officers  who  may  be  captured  and  fall 
into  your  hands. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


[December  8, 1862. — For  Curtis  to  Halleck,  in  reference  to  expedi- 
tion from  Helena  to  Grenada,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XVII,  Part  I,  p.  528.] 


[December  8, 1862. — For  Grant  to  Steele,  in  reference  to  Sherman’s 
expedition  against  Vicksburg,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XVII,  Part  II,  p.  392.] 


Madison,  December  8,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Elliott, 

Commanding  Department : 

Dispatches  and  private  letters  just  received  indicate  a fearful  collision 
between  the  United  States  forces  and  the  citizens.  Combinations,  em- 
bracing thousands  of  men  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  are  said  to  be  form- 
ing, and  in  a few  days  our  troops,  with  the  Indian  prisoners,  will  be 
literally  besieged.  1 shall  concentrate  all  the  men  I can  at  Mankato. 
But  should  the  President  pardon  the  condemned  Indians,  there  will  be 
a determined  effort  to  get  them  in  possession,  which  will  be  resented, 
and  may  cost  the  lives  of  thousands  of  our  citizens.  Ask  the  President 
to  keep  secret  his  decision,  whatever  it  may  be,  until  I have  prepared 
myself  as  best  I can.  God  knows  how  much  the  excitement  is  increas- 
ing and  extending.  Telegraph  without  delay  to  headquarters. 

. H.  H.  SIBLEY, 
Brigadier - General , Commanding. 


December  8,  1862. 

General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis: 

I learn  that  General  M.  Jeff.  Thompson  is  moving  up  to  Black  River, 
to  gather  the  corn  on  it  for  Holmes’  army.  I shall  gather  it  before  him. 
I send  a brigade  to  the  crossing  at  Reeves’  Station  to-morrow  morning, 
to  gather  all  the  corn  between  its  position  and  Benton’s.  Look  at  the 
map;  it  will  cover  about  17  miles  of  the  river.  I shall  move  with  all 
the  cavalry  in  the  evening,  or  next  day,  for  the  double  purpose  of  mak- 
ing the  bridge  reconnaissance  on  Current  River,  which  you  indicated 
to  me,  and  to  get  in  Jeff’s  rear.  He  is  said  to  have  Preston’s,  White’s, 
Jeffers’,  and  Boone’s  regiments  with  him. 


DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier - Genera  l. 


War  Department, 
Washington , December  9,  1862. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Mo. : 

It  is  represented  to  the  War  Department  by  reliable  authorities  that 
two  companies  of  cavalry  and  one  of  infantry  are  sufficient  at  Fort 
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Laramie  and  one  company  of  cavalry  at  Fort  Kearny,  some  artillery 
being  used  for  defense  of  forts,  and  that  all  the  remainder  of  General 
Craig’s  command  is  available  for  service  in  Mississippi  or  elsewhere. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in - Chief. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo., 
December  9,  18G2 — G.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Commanding : 

Dispatch  concerning  Nebraska  troops  received.  At  present  we  have 
only  715  in  the  Territory,  distributed  from  Fort  Kearny  to  South  Pass. 
The  department’s  informant  ignores  all  necessity  of  troops  at  Camp 
Collins,  Fort  Halleck,  arid  the  telegraph  stations.  There  is  also  some 
trouble  with  Indians  near  Running  Water,  which  I think  worthy  of 
notice.  The  volunteer  regiment  ordered  by  General  Pope  is  full,  ten 
companies,  but  not  mustered,  armed,  or  equipped.  I have  directed  this 
force  to  be  substituted  as  fast  as  possible  for  old  troops,  in  order  to 
draw  away  all  we  can  as  soon  as  we  can. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , Mo .,  December  9,  18G2. 
Brigadier-General  Gorman,  Helena , Ark.  : 

General:  I am  required  to  have  most  of  the  troops  now  at  Helena 
ready  for  a down-river  expedition.  I am  anxious  to  have  Hovey’s  com- 
mand back  on  the  river  bank,  so  there  may  be  no  delay.  Do  all  you 
can  to  facilitate  any  orders  I may  receive  from  General  Halleck  in  this 
regard.  I am  sorry  to  have  to  leave  you  with  only  force  enough  to  hold 
Eastern  Arkansas,  but  I have  urged  the  necessity  of  an  early  return  or 
the  accommodation  of  the  matter  by  the  immediate  supply  of  new  forces. 
Blunt  and  Herron  have  fought  a battle  and  won  a victory  at  Fayette- 
ville over  Hindman. 

Truly,  yours, 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


[December  9, 18G2. — For  Curtis  to  Steele,  iu  reference  to  operations 
down  the  Mississippi,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Yol.  XVII,  Part  II,  p.  395.] 


Hdqrs.  2d  and  3d  Divisions,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  Prairie  Grove , December  9,  1SG2. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Brown,  Springfield,  Mo. : 

Send  a messenger  to  Colonel  Philips,  at  Newtonia,  to  move  his  regi- 
ment without  delay  to  Elkhorn  Tavern,  and  assume  command  of  that 
post.  Instruct  him  to  be  expeditious  about  the  movement.  General 
Blunt  has  sent  a cavalry  force  in  there  to  protect  his  line  and  keep  clear 
that  section.  Colonel  Philips  will  find  full  instructions  awaiting  him 
at  Elkhorn.  Order  forward  to  join  me  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baldwin  and 
liis  detachment,  instructing  them  to  take  charge  of  and  guard  through 
the  commissary  train  now  on  the  route  here.  Colonel  Richardson  and 
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liis  command  will  be  sent  back  to  Cassville,  as  you  request.  Please 
inform  the  Springfield  “secesh”  that  we  have  given  Hindman  & Co.  a 
damned  sound  thrashing,  and  that  they  have  indefinitely  postponed 
their  Missouri  trip. 

F.  J.  HEREON, 

Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  6th  Mil.  Dist.,  Mo.,  Lexington,  December  0,  1862. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : I herewith  inclose  to  you  the  charges  and  specifications 
against  Col.  Charles  W.  Adams  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  [J.  E.]  Hayes, 
of  the  Twelfth  Regiment  of  Kausas  : * 

AGAINST  COLONEL  ADAMS. 

Charge  1st, — Violation  of  the  thirty-third  article  of  war. 

Specification  1st. — In  this,  that  Col.  Charles  W.  Adams,  commanding 
Twelfth  Regiment  of  Kansas  Volunteers,  with  a portion  of  said  regi- 
ment, between  the  20th  and  27th  of  November,  1862,  in  the  counties  of 
Jackson  and  La  Fayette,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  did  rob,  plunder,  and 
despoil  the  inhabitants  of  said  counties  of  their  horses,  mules,  oxen, 
wagons,  beds,  bedding,  and  household  furniture. 

Specification  2d. — In  this,  that  Col.  Charles  W.  Adams,  commanding 
Twelfth  Regiment  of  Kansas  Volunteers,  did,  in  the  month  of  November, 
1862,  with  a portion  of  said  regiment,  under  the  pretext  of  following 
guerrillas  and  bushwhackers,  enter  the  above-named  counties  of  Jack- 
sou  and  La  Fayette,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  took  from  the  loyal 
and  disloyal  inhabitants  of  said  counties  a vast  amount  of  horses,  over 
100  in  number,  a large  number  of  oxen,  several  wagons  and  carriages, 
and  every  species  of  household  furniture,  consisting  of  beds,  bedding, 
bedsteads,  chairs,  cooking  stoves  and  utensils,  and  that  they  also  broke 
to  pieces  about  30  bee-hives  at  one  farm-house. 

Charge  2d. — Violation  of  orders. 

Specification  1st. — In  this,  that  Col.  Charles  W.  Adams,  commanding 
Twelfth  Regiment  Kausas  Volunteers,  in  violation  of  the  orders  of  Gen 
eral  Blunt,  which  authorized  him  to  enter  the  State  of  Missouri  only  in 
pursuit  of  guerrillas  and  bushwhackers,  did  enter  the  said  State  of  Mis- 
souri not  in  pursuit  of  guerrillas  and  bushwhackers,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  plundering,  robbing,  and  despoiling  the  inhabitants  of  said  State  of 
their  property. 

Specification  2d. — In  this,  that  said  Col.  Charles  W.  Adams,  command- 
ing Twelfth  Regiment  of  Kansas  Volunteers,  did,  in  open  violation  of 
the  orders  of  General  Blunt,  which  expressly  forbade  him  to  interrupt 
the  peaceful  and  quiet  citizens  in  their  rights  and  property,  rob  and 
plunder  said  citizens  of  every  species  of  property. 

RICH’D  C.  VAUGHAN, 

Brigadier- General,  Sixth  Military  District  of  Missouri. 

AGAINST  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  HAYES. 

Charge  1st. — Violation  of  orders. 

Specification  1st. — In  this,  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes,  Twelfth 
Regiment  of  Kansas  Volunteers,  after  receiving  from  me  orders  for  the 
delivery  of  the  property  illegally  taken  from  citizens  of  the  State  of 
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Missouri,  did  wilfully  disobey  said  orders  by  attempting  to  make  his 
escape  with  said  property  into  Kansas. 

Charge  2d. — Disrespect  to  superior  officers. 

Specification  1 st. — In  this,  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes,  in  command 
of  a part  of  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers,  being  ordered  by  me 
to  deliver  over  said  property,  did  thereafter  fail  to  do  so,  and  endeavored,, 
feloniously  and  contemptuously,  to  convey  said  property  away. 

Charge  3d. — Conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a gentleman. 

Specification  1st. — In  this,  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes,  of  Twelfth 
Kansas  Volunteers,  after  pledging  his  word  as  an  officer  and  a gentle- 
man to  Maj.  Thomas  B.  Biggers,  Fifth  Regiment  Missouri  State  Militia, 
that  all  of  said  property  should  be  delivered  in  accordance  with  my  orders, 
did  wholly  fail  to  comply  with  the  promise  so  given,  and  that  he  had 
the  brand  of  the  United  States  put  upon  said  horses,  thereby  mani- 
festing a design,  fraudulently  and  feloniously,  to  deceive,  and  afterward 
attempted,  in  violation  of  his  promise,  to  escape  with  said  propertv. 

ETCH’D  C.  VAUGHAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 

I submit  the  names  of  the  following  gentlemen,  who,  if  necessary,  can 
be  had  as  witnesses:  Col.  James  McFerran,  Missouri  State  Militia ; 
Colonel  Penick,  commanding  at  Independence,  Missouri  State  Militia; 
Maj.  Thomas  B.  Biggers,  Missouri  State  Militia;  Col.  H.  Neill,  Enrolled 
Missouri  Militia,  La  Fayette ; Lieutenant-Colonel  Black,  Enrolled  Mis- 
souri Militia,  Eay  County;  Judge  Jeans,  Jackson  County  ; Archibald 
Eenick,  Jackson  County,  and  General  Gray,  Jackson  County. 

RICH’D  C.  VAUGHAN, 

• Brigadier- General. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

November  27,  1862. 

Colonel  Adams  : 

As  I can  see  nothing  in  the  orders  of  General  Blunt  authorizing  the 
course  you  have  taken,  and  as  my  orders  from  the  commander  of  this 
division  are  positive,  I am  bound  to  demand  the  surrender  of  all  property 
taken  from  citizens  of  this  State,  and  that  the  negroes  taken  from  citizens 
of  Jackson  and  La  Fayette  be  forthwith  turned  out  of  your  lines ; and  as 
there  is  no  organized  enemy  either  in  Jackson  or  La  Fayette  Counties, 
that  you  at  once  march  your  force  beyond  the  limits  of  this  State. 

If  this  proposal  is  acceded  to,  I will  send  an  officer  to  arrange  the 
conditions.  I retain  the  orders  only  to  take  a copy,  after  which  they 
will  be  immediately  returned. 

I am,  sir,  yours,  &c., 

RICH’D  C.  VAUGHAN, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Hdqrs.  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers, 

In  the  Field , November  27, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  C.  Vaughan  : 

Sir  : I am  ready  to  comply  with  your  demands  at  the  earliest  possi- 
ble time,  except  that  pertaining  to  negroes.  They  are  at  liberty  to  do 
as  they  choose,  as  they  came  within  our  lines  voluntarily. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  W.  ADAMS, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

p.  s. — i cannot  agree  with  you  in  relation  to  the  orders  from  Gen- 
erals Curtis  and  Blunt. 
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[Inclosure  Xo.  3.] 

Colonel  Adams: 

Sir  : Your  note  is  received.  Tlie  demand  relative  to  the  negroes 
must  be  complied  with.  The  matter  of  disagreement  relating  to  your 
orders  from  General  Blunt  and  General  Curtis  is  a matter  which  can  be 
more  readily  settled  elsewhere  than  here. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICH’D  C.  VAUGHAN, 

Brigadier - General , Commanding. 

[P.  S.] — As  it  is  already  late,  I must  require  that  you  permit  no  por- 
tion of  the  property  and  negroes,  above  alluded  to,  to  leave  your  lines. 


[Inclosure  Xo.  4.  J 

Hdqrs.  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers, 

November  27,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  C.  Vaughan: 

Sir  : My  guards  are  out  and  I shall  follow  your  order  relative  to 
keeping  whatever  is  within  my  lines  here.  I am  subject  to  arrest  from 
you,  and  choose  a trial  by  court-martial  rather  than  turn  the  negroes 
out  of  my  camp.  I do  not  do  this,  believe  me,  General  Vaughan,  out  of 
disrespect  to  you,  but  because  I believe  it  to  be  contrary  to  a general 
order  from  the  War  Department  so  to  do. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

CHAS.  W.  ADAMS, 

Colonel , Commanding  Twelfth  Begiment  Kansas  Volunteers. 


Dear  General  : If  you  will  receive  an  informal  visit  from  me,  I will 
be  glad  to  see  you. 

Yours,  truly, 


CHAS.  W.  ADAMS, 

Colonel , Commanding. 


[Inclosure  Xo.  5.] 


In  the  Field, 

Jackson  County , November  27,  1862. 

Col.  C.  W.  Adams, 

Commanding  Twelfth  Kansas : 

Colonel  : You  are  hereby  arrested  and  required  to  report  at  Saint 
Louis  to  General  Curtis  on  the  15th  of  December. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICH’D  C.  VAUGHAN, 

Brigadier - General , Commanding. 


[Inclosure  Xo.  6.] 

Special  Orders.]  In  the  Field, 

Jackson  County , November  28,  1862. 
Officer  in  Command  of  the  Twelfth  Kansas  Begiment : 

The  bearer,  Major  Biggers,  visits  your  camp  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
livering this  order  and  returning  the  property  taken  by  your  command 
from  citizens  of  this  State.  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  deliver  the 
same  without  unnecessary  delay.  An  officer  will  be  ready  to  receive  it. 
I am,  sir,  yours,  &c., 

RICH’D  C.  VAUGHAN, 

Brigadier - General , Commanding. 
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[Inclosure'No.  7.1 

Special  Orders.]  In  the  Field, 

Jaclcson  County , November  27,  1862. 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  Twelfth  Kansas : 

Sir  : You  are  hereby  required  to  mount  all  the  men  that  were  mounted 
when  you  left  Kansas  (not  exceeding  20),  and  immediately  march  your 
command  with  such  transportation  and  baggage  as  you  brought  with 
you  into  the  State. 

RICH’D  C.  VAUGHAN, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

[Inclosure  No.  8.  | 

Special  Orders.]  • In  the  Field, 

Jackson  County , November  28,  1802. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes, 

Commanding  Twelfth  Kansas  Volunteers  : 

Yrou  are  hereby  arrested  and  required  to  report  at  Saint  Louis,  Mo., 
to  Major  General  Curtis,  on  the  15th  of  December,  1862. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  R.  C.  Vaughan : 

THOMAS  B.  BIGGERS, 

Major  and  Acting  Aide- de-  Camp. 

[Inclosure  No.  9.] 


Col.  W.  R.  Penick: 


Independence,  December  2,  1862. 


Dear  Sir  : In  compliance  with  your  orders  of  November  28,  I left 
the  line  of  march  near  Judge  Jayne’s,  in  Jackson  County,  Missouri, 
with  10  men  of  my  company,  to  escort  the  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  under  command  of  Major  Kennedy.  On  their  line 
of  march  to  the  Kansas  State  line,  after  inarching  a short  distance, 
Major  Kennedy  requested  me  to  send  a messenger  to  overtake  your 
command  and  get  permission  to  withdraw  the  escort,  as  a portion  of 
his  command  objected  very  much  to  being  marched  out  of  the  State.  I 
declined  complying  with  his  request,  as  I knew  the  order  came  from 
General  Vaughan,  and  you  would  not  countermand  it,  of  which  fact  I 
informed  him. 

We  encamped  the  first  night  at  Blue  Springs.  The  night  after  the 
second  day’s  march,  encamped  at  Rock  Ford.  On  the  morning  of  the 
third  day’s  march,  when  near  Hickman  Mills,  their  command  sepa- 
rated, a portion,  under  command  of  a captain,  marching  by  the  way  of 
Santa  Fe  to  Olathe.  The  major  with  his  command  went  by  the  way  of 
Aubrey  to  Paola,  the  headquarters  of  the  regiment.  I remained  with 
them  until  they  crossed  the  Kansas  State  line,  within  about  2 miles  of 
Aubrey,  on  the  afternoon  of  November  30. 

I have  no  reason  to  think  they  committed  any  depredations  on  the 
march,  with  the  exception  of  taking  one  bee  gum,  which  came  to  my 
knowledge  after  the  act  was  committed. 

I did  hear  they  had  stolen  2 horses,  the  owners’  names  not  known, 
neither  the  persons  who  committed  the  act.  When  they  crossed  the 
line  they  had  not  as  many  negroes  as  report  says  they  brought  with 
them.  I heard  from  several  citizens  that  a portion  of  the  same  regi- 
ment took  another  route  and  returned  with  about  1,000  head  of  stock — 
horses,  oxeu,  sheep,  aud  hogs. 

Yours,  respectfully, 


J.  B.  VANSANT, 

Capt.  Company  .F,  Fifth  Begt.  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

In  the  Field , October  9,  1862. 

Col.  C.  W.  Adams, 

Commanding  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers  : 

Sir  : Immediately  on  receipt  of  this,  you  are  directed  to  dispose  the 
forces  under  your  command  so  as  to  cover  the  eastern  border  of  the 
State  from  the  Kansas  to  the  Osage  River.  It  is  confidently  believed 
that  you  can,  by  a system  of  patrols  and  signals,  prevent  the  ingress  of 
bands  of  Missouri  guerrillas,  who  have  heretofore  been  devastating  that 
portion  of  the  State,  and  by  activity  and  courage  drive  them  from  their 
hiding  places  in  the  border  counties  of  Missouri.  You  will  carefully 
instruct  your  men  that  the  persons,  property,  and  rights  of  the  people 
of  Kansas  and  the  loyal  portion  of  Missouri  should  be  held  sacred,  and 
any  infraction  should  be  promptly  and  severely  punished.  Parties  sent 
into  Missouri  should  be  placed  under  the  command  of  active  and  pru- 
dent officers,  with  instructions  to  pursue  bushwhackers  to  the  death. 
After  you  have  matured  your  plans  and  disposed  your  forces,  you  should 
issue  a proclamation  to  the  citizens  of  Johnson  County  and  the  other 
border  counties  of  Kansas  and  Missouri  who  have  fled  their  homes  to 
return  thereto,  promising  them  safety  and  protection. 

To  you  and  the  troops  under  your  command  is  intrusted  the  delicate 
and  important  duty  of  restoring  peace  to  the  border  between  the  points 
named.  You  should  communicate  frequently  with  the  military  author- 
ities at  Fort  Leavenworth  and  Fort  Scott. 

Keep  your  troops  well  in  hand,  that  they  be  not  cut  off  in  detail,  and 
that  they  maybe  concentrated  at  any  given  point  without  delay  or  con- 
fusion. Major  Henning,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  provost-marshal  for 
the  District  of  Kansas,  south  of  Kansas  River,  will,  from  time  to  time, 
issue  such  orders  to  you  as  he  may  deem  necessary  in  relation  to  the 
disposition  of  your  forces. 

You  will  immediately  on  receipt  of  this  order  report  by  letter  to 
Major  Henning,  stating  your  forces,  station,  &c. 

Bv  order  of  Brigadier-General  Blunt: 

THOS.  MOONLIGHT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure  Xo.  11.  ] 

Headquarters, 

Fort  Scott , October  24,  1862. 

Commanding  Officer  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers  : 

I have  the  honor  to  send  you  a copy  of  orders  received  from  depart- 
ment headquarters  this  day. 

Yery  respectfully, 


B.  S.  HENNING, 

Major  Th  ird  Wisconsin  Cavalry , Commanding  Post. 


[Sub-inelosure.] 

Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis , October  19,  1862. 

Commanding  Officer  : 

The  troops  at  or  north  of  Fort  Scott  will  remain  on  the  line  of  com- 
munication, unless  special  orders  arrive  from  General  Blunt.  I approve 
of  general  distribution  suggested  by  General  Lane.  It  will  not  be 
^proper  for  officers  to  issue  proclamations,  and  the  troops  must  not  be 
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so  divided  as  to  invite  attack.  A strong  force  must  be  retained  at  the 
depots  of  public  stores. 

Send  this  forward,  for  the  benefit  of  officers  commanding  posts  or 
pickets  along  the  line.  Orders  from  Brigadier-General  Blunt  will  be 
forwarded. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Madison , Wis.,  December  9,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Washington , D.  G. : 

General  Sibley  reports  that  combinations,  embracing  thousands  iu  all 
parts  of  Minnesota,  are  forming  to  get  the  condemned  Indians  in  their 
possession.  I ask  that  the  action  of  the  President  may  be  kept  secret 
until  we  can  concentrate  the  troops,  to  prevent  a collision,  if  possible. 

W.  L.  ELLIOTT, 

Brigadier- General  TJ.  8.  Volunteers , Commanding. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington , December  10,  1862. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Mo. : 

Please  suspend,  until  further  order,  all  proceedings  on  the  order  made, 
by  General  Schofield,  on  the  28th  day  of  August  last,  for  assessing  and 
collecting  from  secessionists  and  Southern  sympathizers  the  sum  of 
$500,000,  &c.,  and  in  the  mean  time  make  out  and  send  me  a statement 
of  facts  pertinent  to  the  question,  together  with  vour  opinion  upon  it. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

ADDENDA. 

Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  District  of  Missouri, 

No.  91.  \ Saint  Louis , August  28,  1862. 

######* 

III.  The  following-named  gentlemen  are  hereby  appointed  a county 
board  for  Saint  Louis  County,  viz:  Messrs.  Henry  Moore,  John  Caven- 
der,  G.  F.  Filley,  Charles  Borg,  and  Ferdinand  Meyer.  This  board  will 
assess  and  collect,  without  unnecessary  delay,  the  sum  of  $500,000  from 
the  secessionists  and  Southern  sympathizers  in  Saint  Louis  County. 
The  money  thus  obtained  will  be  used  in  subsisting,  clothing,  and 
arming  the  enrolled  militia  while  in  active  service,  and  in  providing 
tor  the  support  of  such  families  of  militiamen  and  U.  S.  volunteers  as 
may  be  left  destitute. 

# # # * # # # 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Schofield : 

C.  W.  MARSH, 
Assistant  Adj utant- Genera l. 


Hdqrs.  2d  and  3d  Divisions,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

' Camp  Prairie  Grove , December  10,  1862, 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Jlo.  ; 

One  of  my  spies,  who  came  to  the  battle-field  with  Hindman’s  troops 
and  retreated  with  them  to  Dripping  Springs,  has  just  come  in.  He 
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reports  the  rebel  loss  at  2,500  killed  and  wounded,  including  a very 
large  number  of  officers.  Brigadier-General  Steen,  of  Missouri,  was 
killed,  and  some  6 or  7 field  officers  are  in  tlie  hospitals  within  our  lines. 
Two  batteries  were  so  much  damaged  by  the  firing  from  Foust’s  and 
Murphy’s  guns  as  to  be  entirely  worthless,  and  several  guns  were  hauled 
off  in  wagons.  All  of  their  artillery  horses  were  left  dead  on  the  field, 
and  the  caissons  taken  away  by  mules  in  the  night.  Hindman’s  entire 
force  was  here,  and  from  personal  observation  I can  say  they  were  well 
clothed  and  well  armed. 

My  division  took  over  60  prisoners,  including  2 commissioned  officers, 
during  the  fight,  and  all  refuse  to  be  exchanged  except  12.  Over  150 
have  come  in  since  the  battle,  and  the  report  is  that  hundreds  are  com- 
ing back  on  the  roads  to  give  themselves  up. 

The  large  proportion  of  their  dead  have  been  left  by  them  unburied, 
and  were  buried  to-day  by  my  order. 

• The  advance  has  arrived  at  Yan  Buren,  and  the  rumor  was  they  were 
all  going  to  Little  Rock. 

The  loss  iu  my  divisions  is  heavy,  and  will  almost  reach  1,000  killed 
and  wounded.  For  four  hours  the  fighting  was  the  most  desperate  I 
ever  witnessed,  and  within  a space  of  two  acres  250  of  our  own  and 
the  enemy’s  dead  were  found.  The  victory  is  more  complete  and  deci- 
sive than  I had  imagined.  The  Iowa  regiments  fought  nobly,  the  Nine- 
teenth particularly  distinguishing  itself.  We  mourn  the  loss  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel [S.j  McFarland  and  several  other  officers  of  that  regiment, 
killed.  The  Twentieth  Wisconsin,  Twenty-sixth  Indiana,  and  Thirty- 
seventh  Illinois  fought  nobly.  The  battle-field  is  on  the  road  from 
Fayetteville  to  Cove  Creek,  and  just  half  way  between  the  former  place 
and  Cane  Hill. 

General  Blunt  has  moved  to  Rhea’s  Mills,  while  I occupy  the  battle- 
field. I am  strengthening  my  line  of  communication  with  Springfield, 
and  will  have  it  safe  to-morrow.  Have  established  a hospital  at  Fayette- 
ville, and  removed  all  our  sick  and  wounded  to  it.  If  Steele  could  take 
Little  Rock,  now  is  the  best  opportunity  to  open  the  Arkansas  River. 
I hope  you  will  let  us  do  it. 

F.  J.  HERRON, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding  Second  and  Third  Divisions. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , December  10,  1862. 
Gov.  Hamilton  R.  Gamble,  Saint  Louis , Mo.  ; 

[Sir:]  Your  note  of  the  1st  instant,  on  the  subject  of  assessment,  saying 
that  you  inform  gentlemen  who  come  to  you  “that  the  assessment  stands 
upon  United  States  authority,  and  not  upon  State  authority,”  was  duly 
received  and  carefully  considered.  I have  supposed  it  a State  proceed- 
ing, and  expressed  my  determination  to  support  your  officers  in  their 
efforts  to  execute  your  will,  if  found  necessary.  Since  you  and  General 
Schofield  regard  it  as  an  act  of  the  United  States,  grave  questions  arise 
in  my  mind  as  to  the  harmony  of  my  exercise  of  such  powers  in  the  face 
of  the  Constitution,  the  revenue  laws,  and  the  confiscation  act.  I have, 
therefore,  referred  the  whole  matter  to  headquarters,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  General  Halleck,  pending  which  the  President  has  directed  me 
to  stay  all  further  proceedings. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  Governor,  Your  Excellency’s  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General , Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , December  10,  1802. 

Hon.  James  W:  Grimes: 

Dear  Sir  : Yours  of  the  — instant  is  received.  Stanton  is  here,  and 
will  report,  according  to  orders.  In  the  matter  of  a down-river  move- 
ment, Commodore  Davis  properly  states  the  facts.  The  fleet  came  up 
to  Helena  soon  after  my  arrival,  leaving  the  mouths  of  the  Arkansas 
rivers  in  the  enemy’s  hands.  My  proper  lines  of  operation  in  Arkan- 
sas require  me  to  move  across  these  rivers,  and  I was  therefore  anxious 
to  have  possession  of  them.  But  the  clearing  out  of  the  Mississippi, 
so  that  the  rebels  could  not  come  out  of  their  hives  and  go  prowling 
up  and  down  the  rivers,  was  obviously  a necessary  preliminary  measure. 
Commodore  Davis  concurred  with  me,  and  we  came  together  at  Cairo 
to  confer  with  our  chiefs  at  Washington.  The  commodore  was  ill,  and 
I conducted  a telegraphic  correspondence  through  General  Halleck, 
which  concluded  by  the  general  saying,  in  substance,  that  the  taking  or 
Vicksburg  should  not  be  attempted  at  that  time.  I showed  my  corre- 
spondence to  the  commodore,  and  went  back  to  Helena,  when  we  got  up 
a joint  movement  on  a small  scale.  Went  down  and  took  and  de- 
stroyed a battery  in  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo,  within  10  or  15  miles  of 
Vicksburg  ; took  a steamer  loaded  with  muskets ; marched  into  Louisi- 
ana, opposite  Vicksburg,  and  destroyed  the  railroad  depot  and  tele- 
graph station  some  15  miles  west  of  Vicksburg.  Iam  since  informed 
that  our  movement  created  a great  stampede  in  Vicksburg. 

I am  thus  careful  to  reply  only  simple  facts  to  your  letter,  as  I dis- 
like to  speak  of  what  1 have  suggested  to  a superior  officer,  and  should 
not  now  have  done  so,  if  you  had  not  asked  me  concerning  what  Com- 
modore Davis  had  informed  you.  I ask  no  credit  for  what  I have  not 
done,  it  having  been  my  fate  to  find  my  hands  always  busy,  as  my  heart 
is  still  earnest,  in  efforts  to  quell  this  infernal  rebellion.  Iowa  has  tar- 
nished every  battle-field  in  the  West  with  the  blood  of  her  gallant  sons, 
and  it  is  enough  for  me  to  feel  confident  the  country  will  award  us  our 
due  share  of  commendation. 

You  will  mourn  with  me  the  recent  loss  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mc- 
Farland, the  only  field  officer  we  lost  in  the  battle  near  Fayetteville, 
Ark. 

Please  give  my  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Grimes,  and  believe  me,  very 
truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  B.  CUBTIS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

In  the  Field , Rhea's  Mills , Ark.,  December  12,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  h.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : The  only  movement  of  the  rebel  army  of  which  I have 
any  fear  is,  that  Hindman  may  unite  his  forces  with  those  at  Austiu,  in 
which  case  I would  not  have  sufficient  force  to  risk  a battle.  Cannot  a 
force  be  sent  to  menace  Little  Koek,  and  attract  the  attention  of  the 
rebels  at  Austin  ? Can  you  inform  me  of  the  locality  of  General  War- 
ren’s command,  and  can  he  be  brought  in  supporting  distance  if  I am 
threatened  with  an  overwhelming  force*? 

Respectfully,  &c., 

JAS.  G.  BLUXT, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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[December  12, 18G2.— For  Sherman  to  Gorman,  in  reference  to  Vicks- 
burg- expedition,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XVII,  Part  II,  p.  402.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , December  12,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  Fitz  Henry  Warren,  Houston: 

General:  Our  movements  in  Southeast  Missouri  are  still  suspended 
to  await  other  more  important  ones.  The  return  of  the  rebels  on  Gen- 
eral Blunt  somewhat  disconcerted  my  plans,  but  your  position  is  the 
more  important  since  the  Army  of  the  Frontier  has  moved  so  far  away. 
The  mutations  now  projected  must  influence  my  plans,  and  I cannot 
therefore  determine  anything  for  you  or  myself.  The  only  way  is  to  be 
always  ready  to  move.  I am  procuring  additional  trains  at  Pilot  Knob, 
which  I expect  to  turn  to  your  account  as  a supply  train,  for  I still  con- 
template a junction  below,  perhaps  at  Mountain  Store,  as  you  suggested. 
Fredericksburg  was  taken  yesterday,  and  we  suppose  fighting  is  going- 
on  to-day,  but  no  dispatches  are  received  when  we  most  need  them.  I 
was  glad  to  get  the  report  from  the  Iowa  deserter.  I wish  you  had 
given  dates  of  the  times  he  was  at  different  places.  It  corroborates 
reports  of  others.  Send  out  cavalry  to  ascertain  Burbridge’s  move- 
ments. Thompson  is  reported  southeast  from  Pilot  Knob,  and  David- 
son, with  cavalry,  after  him.  Keep  me  informed  of  everything.  I have 
ordered  a change  of  regiments,  so  as  to  put  an  Iowa  regiment  in  place 
of  the  Missouri  troops.  The  down-river  move  is  pretty  well  prepared  to 
make  a demonstration  on  Vicksburg.  I hope  Burnside  is  pressing  “on 
to  Richmond,”  but  we  have  had  so  many  miscarriages  in  that  direction 
one  dare  not  hardly  hope  for  good  news. 

I am,  general,  very  truly,  yours, 

SAML.  E.  CURTIS, 

Major - General . 


Hdqrs.  2d  and  3d  Divisions,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  Prairie  Grove , December  13,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Saint  Louis , Mo.  : 

I do  not  think  our  wounded  could  be  carried  back  with  safety  to 
themselves.  They  are  very  comfortably  fixed  at  Fayetteville  in  good 
houses,  but  I want  sanitary  goods.  I have  established  a post  there, 
Colonel  Wickersham  commanding.  I have  telegraphed  Colonel  McFar- 
land’s friends  to  bring  a coffin  that  he  can  be  removed  in.  The  weather 
is  too  mild  here  to  permit  its  being  done  without  a metallic  coffin.  All 
of  our  officers  have  been  neatly  buried  at  Fayetteville.  In  my  opinion  the 
telegraph  should  be  put  up  at  once  to  Fayetteville;  the  cost  is  trifling, 
even  if  for  a few  weeks’  service.  Our  cavalry  are  now  out  on  all  the 
roads  leading  south.  A portion  of  Hindman’s  force  crossed  the  river  at 
Van  Buren,  but  he  has  a camp  at  Dripping  Springs,  7 miles  this  side  of 
Van  Buren.  One  of  my  spies  in  last  night  states  that  he  is  expecting 
the  Little  Rock  force  to  his  assistance,  and  will  give  us  another  turn. 
The  deserters  coming  in  state  that  Hindman  is  terribly  afraid  of  my 
command,  and  says  I have  forty  Parrott  guns.  Hindman  has  been  com- 
municating with  General  Blunt  daily  since  the  fight,  and  pitches  into 
me  severely.  I can  hear  nothing  definite  in  regard  to  the  Arkansas 
River,  except  that  boats  are  running  to  Little  Rock. 
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We  have  plenty  of  good  forage  at  our  present  camp.  There  are  large 
mills  here  and  plenty  of  wheat.  Quartermaster  Allen  must  send  more 
wagons  to  this  route.  Our  line  is  very  long,  and  without  he  furnishes 
more  transportation  at  once  there  will  be  trouble.  I must  have  on  my 
line  100  wagons  more.  Will  you  please  order. them  to  Rolla? 

F.  J.  HERRON, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Second  and  Third  Divisions. 


[December  13, 1862. — For  Steele  to  Grant,  in  reference  to  Vicksburg 
expedition,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XVII,  Part  II,  p.  410.] 


[December  13  and  19, 1862. — For  Sherman  to  Curtis  and  Curtis’  reply, 
in  reference  to  Vicksburg  expedition,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XVII,  Part  II, 
pp.  407,  433.] 


Hdqrs.  2d  and  3d  Divisions,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Cam])  Prairie  Grove , December  13,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

Your  telegram  in  regard  to  the  Little  Rock  force  is  received.  Where 
is  Steele,  and  does  he  propose  to  move  on  Little  Rock?  Without  he 
does  and  prevents  Holmes  from  forming  a junction  with  Hindman,  we 
may  have  to  fall  back  and  lose  all  the  results  that  might  be  reached 
from  this  hard-fought  battle.  With  a few  more  regiments  of  infantry, 
however,  we  can  whip  anything  Hindman  can  get  together.  How  is  it 
about  the  Twenty-second  Iowa  at  Rolla?  Could  they  be  ordered  for- 
ward to  me? 

F.  J.  HERROX, 

Brigadier-  Genera  l. 


Washington  City,  December  13,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

Dear  General  : I had  no  thought  of  my  humble  memorial  ever 
leaving  Governor  Gamble’s  office,  or  it  should  have  been  written  with 
more  care.  It  contains,  I think,  an  exact  statement  of  facts,  as  far  as 
it  goes;  but  I do  not  mean  to  call  in  question  General  Schofield’s  action 
in  ordering  the  assessment,  which  was  probably  the  only  available 
means  of  giving  the  needful  credit  to  the  Governor  in  obtaining  money 
from  the  banks.  It  was,  as  I believe,  suggested,  advised,  and  approved 
by  the  Governor,  and  without  it  the  enrollment  of  the  military  could  not 
have  been  effected,  for  want  of  funds.  But  that  enrollment  and  other 
efficient  action  have  changed  the  whole  state  of  things,  and  now  the 
banks  offer  credit  and  do  not  want  their  money.  The  Governor  will  not 
take  the  money  if  collected.  Besides  this,  the  assessment  upon  u sym- 
pathizers ” has  been  very  arbitrary,  and  has  been  more  or  less  by  the 
accident  of  evidence  offered,  everythiug  being  under  strict  secrecy.  If 
held  in  abeyance  for  awhile,  it  may  be  a good  in  terror em,  but,  if  enforced, 
should  be  thoroughly  revised. 

Pardon  the  liberty  I now  take.  You  know  how  deeply  interested  I am 
hi  the  great  cause. 

I remain,  truly,  yours, 


W.  G.  ELIOT. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqes.  Northeastern  Dist.of  Missouri, 

No.  39.  i Warrenton , Mo.,  December  13, 1862. 

Tlie  following  notice,  left  upon  the  premises  of  Mr.  John  H.  Holds- 
worth,  a loyal  citizen  of  Monroe  County,  Missouri,  has  been  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  general  commanding  : 

Mr.  John  Holdsworth: 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  informed  that  the  Monroe  County  Aveugers  have  determined 
that  you  must  quit  this  county  before  January  1,  1863,  if  you  would  save  your  prop- 
erty from  the  flames. 

Your  open  approval  of  Lincoln’s  hell-born  proclamation,  and  voting  for  those  that 
were  in  favor  of  it,  have  determined  us  to  make  you  quit  the  county.  If  but  one  of 
Us  is  left,  it  will  be  carried  out. 

THE  AVENGERS. 


Such  threats  as  this  can  only  be  executed  by  the  connivance  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  disloyal  of  Monroe  County.  These  disloyal  persons 
are  warned  that  if  they  again  bring  about  insurrection,  violence,  and 
bloodshed  in  Monroe  County,  now  quiet,  that  none'  of  them  will  be 
spared.  If  they  remain  quietly  attending  to  their  legitimate  business, 
they  will  be  protected  in  their  persons  and  property. 

The  time  has  passed  when  such  acts  as  here  threatened  can  be  even 
palliated  by  disloyal  sentiments,  and  any  repetition  of  them  will  be 
punished  with  the  utmost  rigor  of  a severe  code. 

The  following  neighbors  of  John  Holdsworth  will  be  held  in  person  and 
property  responsible  that  no  harm  comes  to  him  or  his  property  : John 
Forsyth.  David  Wooldridge,  John  Vaughan,  Gilmore,  Gonell,  Beau- 
champ, Hiram  Powell,  Jacob  Cox,  William  Bridgeford,  and  Charles 
Browning. 

If,  therefore,  these  men  desire  to  live  in  the  peaceful  and  quiet  enjoy- 
ment of  their  property,  let  them  see  to  it  that  the  said  John  H.  Holds- 
worth is  permitted  to  do  the  same. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Merrill : 

GEO.  M.  HOUSTON, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Organization  of  troops  in  the  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas , Brig.  Gen. 
Willis  A.  Gorman  commanding,  December  13,  1862  * 


FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  Steele. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  P.  J.  Osteehaus. 

3*1  Missouii. 

12th.  Missouri. 

17th  Missouri. 

58th  QJiio. 

76th  Ohio. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Thayer. 

( 26th  Iowa, 
j 28th  Iowa. 

! 30tli  Iowa. 

I 34th  Iowa. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col. 

9th  Iowa. 
24th  Iowa. 
25th  Iowa 
31st  Iowa. 


* As  announced  in  General  Orders,  Nos.  11  and  13,  District  Headquarters,  December 
12  and  13.  The  assignment  of  batteries  not  indicated  by  these  orders. 
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SECOND  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hovey. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  E.  Hovey. 


43d  Indiana. 
46th  Indiana. 
47th  Indiana. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col. 


13tli  Illinois. 
4th  Iowa. 

56th  Ohio. 

I 29tli  Wisconsin. 


7 bird  Brigade. 
Col. 

11th  Indiana. 
24tli  Indiana. 
34th  Indiana. 


THIRD  (CAVALRY)  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  C.  C.  Washburn. 


First  Brigade. 


Second  Brigade. 


3d  Illinois. 

5th  Illinois. 

10th  Illinois. 

Kane  County  Illinois. 
1st  Indiana. 

1st  Missouri. 

6th  Missouri. 


2d  Arkansas. 
9th  Illinois. 

3d  Iowa. 

4tk  Iowa. 

5th  Kansas. 

2d  Wisconsin. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  at  Rhea’s  Mills,  Ark.,  December  14,  1S62. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 

General  : It  is  not  advisable  to  remove  the  wounded  from  Favette- 
ville. 

In  about  one  week  more  I shall  have  eaten  up  all  the  forage  west  of 
the  Telegraph  road  and  north  of  the  mountains  for  50  miles.  There  is 
considerable  forage  east  of  the  Wire  road,  in  the  valley  of  the  White 
River.  There  is  no  forage  between  the  mountains  and  the  Arkansas 
River;  neither  is  there  any  south  of  the  river,  within  50  miles  of  Van 
Buren.  Hindman  cannot  remain  long  at  Fort  Smith,  unless  he  obtains 
his  supplies  and  forage  by  water  up  the  river. 

This  aru^  has  accomplished  all  it  can,  except  to  hold  the  country 
north  of  the  mountains,  while  we  can  obtain  forage,  until  some  move- 
ment is  made  upon  Little  Rock,  and  the  Arkansas  River  opened  and 
made  the  base  of  our  operations. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT. 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  December  15,  1S62. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General:  I have  received  from  the  Rev.  Hr.  Eliot,  of  Saint  Louis* 
the  documents  forwarded  by  you  in  relation  to  the  assessment  ordered. 
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by  Brigadier  General  Schofield  on  the  city  and  county  of  Saint  Louis, 
and  have  submitted  them  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  decision. 

I am  instructed  to  say  in  reply  that,  as  there  seems  to  be  no  present 
military  necessity  for  tLe  enforcement  of  this  assessment,  all  proceed- 
ings under  the  order  of  General  Schofield  will  be  suspended. 

Should  new  insurrections  occur  in  Missouri,  and  the  people  of  Saint 
Louis  again  afford  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  they  may  expect  to 
suffer  the  legitimate  consequences  of  such  acts  of  treason. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

Hdqrs.  2d  and  3d  Divisions,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

December  15, 1862. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 

All  reports  from  spies  and  other  sources  go  to  show  that  Hindman 
has  crossed  the  Arkansas  River  with  his  infantry  and  artillery,  and 
that  his  cavalry,  under  Marmaduke,  is  still  hovering  around  on  this 
side.  I will  probably  cross  the  mountains  in  a few  days,  with  our  united 
cavalry  force,  and  give  Marmaduke  another  turn.  The  trip  can  be 
made  rapidly,  and  will  carry  out  your  idea  of  a few  days  since. 

I still  occupy  the  battle-field. 

F.  J.  HERRON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Northeastern  District  of  Missouri, 

Warrenton , Mo.,  December  15,  1862. 

Lieut.  Col.  F.  A.  Dick, 

Prorost-Marslial- General,  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

Colonel  : Your  letter  of  the  3d  has  had  my  serious  attention.  It  is 
not  necessary  that  I should  again  go  over  the  ground,  which  was  fully 
discussed  between  us  while  in  Saint  Louis.  I apprehend  that  an  exam- 
ination of  the  status  of  the  men  who  are  pressing  the  matter  will,  in 
ninety-nine  cases  out  of  one  hundred,  show  the  following  state  of  facts : 
First,  that  they  are,  and  always  have  been,  thoroughly  disloyal,  but 
from  prudential  motives  have  so  trimmed  their  course  as  to  have  no 
very  bad  reputation  as  disloyal  men ; or,  second,  that  they  are  Union  men 
whose  loyalty  is  extremely  dubious  and  shaky,  and  who  are  now  mak- 
ing that  loyalty  pay  either  pecuniarily,  by  directly  asking  fees  for  their 
services,  or  in  courting  favors  with  their  secesh  friends,  by  using  their 
influence  for  this  purpose,  or  weak  enough  to  permit  themselves  to  be 
used,  through,  their  correct  and  proper  pity  for  a criminal,  by  the  friends 
of  those  criminals,  to  secure  their  immunity  from  punishment;  or,  lastly, 
that  they  are  men,  like  Judge  Leonard,  true  and  pure  patriots,  who  have 
always  been  such  pure  patriots,  who  have  always  been  such  pure  men 
themselves  that  they  are  willing  always  to  believe  the  protestations  of 
penitence,  which  these  rascals  never  make  until  they  have  been  caught 
and  shut  up,  and  which  penitence  the  experience  of  eighteen  months 
among  them  has  thoroughly  convinced  me  is  always  simulated,  and 
never  more  than  skin-deep.  Among  some  1,500  rebels  whom  I have 
arrested  and  released  upon  oath  and  bond  in  times  past,  and  with  whose 
after  history  I have  had  occasion  to  become  familiar,  I cannot  point  to 
one  single  instance  in  which  they  have  faithfully  kept  their  promises  to 
behave  in  all  respects  as  loyal  citizens.  A slight  investigation  of  the 
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causes  which  led  to  their  original  disloyalty  will  show  the  good  reason 
for  this. 

The  disloyal  of  Missouri  are  composed  mainly  of  two  classes:  One  the 
designing,  unscrupulous,  shrewd,  and  unprincipled  leaders,  and  the  other 
(by  far  the  largest)  of  their  poor  deluded  dupes— men  who,  but  for  the 
poisonous  talk  and  influence  of  these  men,  would  have  remained,  at  worst, 
neutral,  and  who,  under  better  influences,  would  have  been  thoroughly 
loyal.  These  leaders  have,  in  almost  every  instance,  confined  themselves 
to  the  secret  exertion  of  their  influence  and  the  spreading  of  mischievous 
lying  reports,  while  their  cat’s-paws  have  done  the  work  in  which  they 
were  too  cowardly  and  too  shrewd  to  be  implicated  directly.  Of  this 
class  are  such  men  as  Senator  Jim  Green ; Anderson,  of  Palmyra;  Ste- 
phens and  Samuels,  of  Boone ; Haden,  of  Howard ; Miner,  of  Adair,  and 
hundreds  of  others,  with  whose  names  I have  become  most  disagreeably 
familiar  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties.  Men  of  the  second  class  commit 
crimes,  are  arrested,  and,  perhaps,  really  believe  that  they  repent,  and 
wish  again  to  become  good  citizens;  they  are  released,  returned  to  their 
homes,  and  are  once  again  brought  uuder  the  very  influences  which 
originally  led  them  astray.  Is  it  surprising  that  these  men  should  for- 
get their  promise  ? It  is  especially  true  of  North  Missouri  that  the  people 
are  more  extensively  influenced  for  good  or  bad  than  by  any  other  fifty 
causes.  Now,  confining  these  poor  dupes,  while  it  takes  out  of  the 
country  the  men  who  did  the  mischief,  leaving  these  “ haven’t  done  noth- 
ing” class  of  leaders  no  good  material  to  work  upon,  and  yet,  if  one  of 
these  men  is  arrested,  from  a well-founded  belief  that  his  x>resence  and 
influence  are  dangerous  to  the  public  safety,  you  will  find  that  he  has 
always  influential  friends  enough  to  beg  him  off,  and  especially  when  only 
that  general  charge  is  made  against  him.  I have  endeavored  to  rectify 
this  evil  by  summarily  banishing  a number  of  these  men ; but  until  I find 
that  I am  to  be  sustained,  and  that  no  influence,  however  strong,  of  per- 
sonal friendship  can  recall  the  sentence  of  banishment,  I am  unwilling 
to  carry  the  experiment  any  further,  especially  in  view  of  the  recent  order 
from  the  War  Department  on  the  subject.  So  far,  both  the  commanding 
general  and  yourself  have  heartily  co-operated  with  me,  and  the  result 
you  see  is  the  perfect  quiet  which  now  prevails  in  the  northeast  district — 
a quiet  that  I stake  my  life  will  not  again  be  disturbed  if  this  policy  is 
continued,  and  which  will  just  as  surely  be  destroyed,  and  the  old  trouble 
back  on  our  hands,  if  these  very  men,  who  have  so  often  been  forgiven 
and  told  to  sin  no  more,  are  permitted  to  return  to  do  the  same  thing 
over  again.  I think  that  the  experience  of  more  than  a year  in  handling 
these  people  (and  always  successfully)  should  give  my  opinion  some 
weight,  and  I tell  you,  colonel,  that  the  policy  of  forgiving  them  and 
turning  them  loose  will  not  do,  while  the  very  men  who  set  them  wrong 
at  first  are  at  home  ready  and  willing  to  do  it  again.  If  I am  permitted 
to  send  these  men  out  of  the  State,  and  hang  them  if  they  come  back 
without  authority,  then  the  men  who  have  heretofore  been  thus  instru- 
mental in  their  villainy  may  be  permitted  to  return  without  detriment 
to  the  public  safety.  If,  however,  this  is  not  done,  there  will  be  the 
same  work  to  do  over  again,  and  every  time  it  is  repeated  it  is  going  to 
cost  us  more  blood  of  good  men  and  more  treasure  than  all  the  lives  of 
the  rebel  herd  are  worth.  Experience  shows  that  the  present  policy  is 
successful ; it  has  had  the  hearty  support  and  approbation  of  all  true 
Union  men  in  the  district,  and  they  will  tell  you  that  their  lives  will  not 
be  safe  if  it  is  changed.  Why,  then,  change  this  because  a few  criminals 
(whom  it  is  inconvenient  to  keep,  it  is  true)  show  the  same  signs  of  re- 
pentance with  which  they  have  so  often  betrayed  us  before  ? 
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r you  must  not  go  for  the  expression  of  opinion  to  the  Union  men  of 
Saint  Louis,  who  do  not  know  what  the  needs  of  the  interior  are,  nor 
yet  such  men  as  Judge  Leonard,  who  is  not  capable  of  forming  an  ac- 
curate judgment,  because  ill-health  has  confined  him  to  his  bed,  almost 
constantly  to  his  house,  during  the  whole  war.  Ask  such  men  as  Major 
Gates,  of  Adair;  Colonel  Eberman  and  Major  Bean,  of  Macon;  Colonel 
Hayward  and  Major  Hunt,  of  Hannibal;  W.  Casper,  of  Schuyler;  W. 
Yeisir,  of  Audrain;  W.  J.  B.  Douglass,  of  Boone;  Messrs.  Lewis,  of 
Glasgow;  W.  Orrick,  of  Saint  Charles;  any  Union  men,  in  fact,  who 
know  of  what  they  speak,  and  you  will  find  that  my  opinion  and  policy 
is  indorsed  by  every  one  of  them  as  the  only  safety  for  the  district. 
Such,  then,  being  the  case,  the  question  is  simply,  Shall  a few  hun- 
dred undoubted  rebels,  who  have  honestly  earned  hanging,  be  turned 
loose,  to  harass  away  and  drive  from  the  country  thousands  of  quiet 
Union  men,  whose  only  safety  is  in  the  punishment  of  these  men  ? 
Which  is  of  most  value,  the  peace  and  quiet  of  half  a State  or  the  per- 
sonal liberty  of  a few  hundred  criminals  % 

As  to  the  promise  that  their  obligations  will  be  kept,  and  your  belief 
that  they  will,  I can  only  refer  you  to  the  experience  of  the  past,  and 
point  you  to  the  million  dollars  of  forfeited  bonds,  and  the  broken  oaths 
of  thousands  of  these  men,  to  show  you  that  such  a hope  is  idle. 

I beg  you  will  bring  the  whole  matter  to  the  serious  attention  of  the 
general  commanding,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  I have  at  his 
urgent  call  reduced  the  number  of  troops  in  my  district  by  four  regi- 
ments within  a week. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfullv, 

LEWIS  MERRILL, 

Brigadier- General,  Comdg.  Northeastern  District  of  Missouri. 


Headquarters  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena , December  15, 1862. 

Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 


Major  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  the  general  commanding  the  de- 
partment that,  in  obedience  to  his  note  of  the  9th  instant,  I have  ordered 
General  Steele  with  his  division  of  three  brigades  of  infantry,  and  two 
regiments  of  General  Blair’s  brigade  (the  Thirtieth  and  Thirty-first  Mis- 
souri), and  two  full  batteries  and  600  cavalry,  to  be  fully  ready  to  embark 
m transports  on  the  18th  instant,  the  time  fixed  by  General  Sherman 
m his  dispatch  to  me  when  he  would  be  here.  General  Grant  also  sent 
i special  dispatch  80  miles  by  a cavalry  escort  to  me,  asking  for  the 
forces  of  Hovey’s  expedition,  and  also  sending  me  a copy  of  General 
Elalleck’s  dispatch  to  that  effect  addressed  to  him.  I replied  to  Gen- 
eral Grant  before  receiving  your  dispatch,  fully  anticipating  your  order, 
ind  told  him  I would  send  the  full  force  of  the  Hovey  expedition,  and 
nore,  to  the  points  indicated  by  him,  and  have  them  ready  when  Gen- 
eral Sherman  should  arrive.* 

General  Sherman  is  now  in  Memphis,  preparing  to  start  for  a point 
lear  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  River.  He  brought  7,000  men  from  Ox- 
ord,  Miss.,  to  Memphis  with  him,  and  found  two  divisions  there,  mak- 
ng  in  all  about  21,000  men,  and  he  asks  10,000  men  from  Helena. 
The  forces  I have  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  will  amount  to  about  11,000 
nen,  which  will  leave  me  with  less  than  3,000  effective  infantry  and 

1,000  effective  cavalry  and  four  miserable  batteries,  with  1,500  sick  on 
: : 
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my  hands ; but  the  importance  of  General  Grant’s  and  General  Sher- 
man’s  movements  is  so  great  and  seemiugly  pressing,  I felt  it  my  duty 
to  let  go  every  man  I could  possibly  spare  and  pretend  to  hold  this 
point.  The  enemy  have  an  effective  force  of  5,000  men  and  strong  | 
earthworks  at  Post  Arkansas,  while  McCulloch  has  10,000,  mostly 
Texans,  part  Arkansas  conscripts,  at  Brownsville ; and  Holmes  lias 
about  1,200  only  at  Little  Rock.  Of  the  force  of  Hindman,  Marma-j 
duke,  Rains,  Hawes,  &e.,  I have  no  reliable  information,  but  think  it; 
perhaps  not  more  than  12,000,  mostly  conscripts. 

I received  and  forwarded  to  you  dispatches  from  General  Holmes, 
dated  at  Little  Rock  on  tbe  8th  instant,  and  learned  certaiuly  that  hej 
was  then  at  Little  Rock,  and  not  yet  gone  to  Vicksburg.  But  I have 
learned  from  sides,  refugees,  and  deserters,  within  a day  or  two,  that 
McCulloch’s  troops  were  under  marching  orders  south,  perhaps  to 
Vicksburg.  If  Vicksburg  falls,  Arkansas  must  be  abandoned  by  them 
very  soon. 

I trust  it  is  your  design  to  push  Blunt,  Herron,  and  Schofield  down 
toward  Little  Rock  at  once,  so  as  to  compel  them  to  abandon  it,  or 
create  a diversion  in  favor  of  Grant  and  Sherman,  and  keep  Holmes  in 
Arkansas. 

I most  respectfullv  ask  that  General  Davidson  be  ordered  here  at 
once,  by  the  Ridge  road,  down  the  Saint  Francis  region.  He  will  not 
meet  an  enemy,  except  a handful  of  guerrillas,  as  everybody  here  and 
the  scouts  and  citizens  and  contrabands  tell  me.  If  he  was  here,  we 
ought  to  move  up  the  Arkansas  River  at  once,  as  the  rainy  season  of 
this  country  has  fairly  set  in,  and  the  Arkansas  and  White  Rivers  have 
ample  water  for  gunboats  and  transports.  This  point  can  then,  with  this 
programme,  be  abandoned.  It  is  not  the  point  for  our  base  of  opera- 
tion on  Little  Rock,  but  Napoleon. 

No  possible  danger  can  be  apprehended  to  Missouri  with  Blunt,  Her- 
ron, and  Schofield  advancing  or  stationary,  if  General  Davidson  was 
here  with  10,000  more  troops,  and  join  me  in  the  advance,  first  to  Napo- 
leon, and  then  to  Post  Arkansas.  While  at  Napoleon,  I am  110  miles 
nearer  Vicksburg,  where  we  might  be  needed  by  Grant  and  Sherman, 
if  Holmes  crosses  over  to  Vicksburg.  Therefore  every  military  reason 
and  consideration  combine  to  urge  that  you  send  General  Davidson 


here  at  once. 

I therefore  respectfully  submit  this  view  for  your  consideration.  _ 
far  prefer  that  General  Davidson  be  sent  than  that  new  forces  supply 
the  place  of  those  about  to  start  with  General  Sherman. 

The  guerrillas  are  all  around  here  in  small  detachments,  and  if  they 
see  proper  to  attack  this  place  in  force,  while  I am  so  weak,  they  might 
inflict  upon  us  serious  injury,  but  I have  no  fears  of  their  taking  it. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  GORMAN, 
Brigadier -General,  Commanding , &c. 


Executive  Mansion, 


Washington , December  16,  1862 

Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Mo.  : 

N.  W.  Watkins,  of  Jackson,  Mo.  (who  is  half-brother  to  Henry  Clay) 
writes  me  that  a colouel  of  ours  has  driven  him  from  his  home  at  Jack 
son.  Will  you  please  look  into  the  case  and  restore  the  old  man  to  hif 
home,  if  the  public  interest  will  admit?  LINCOLN 
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Executive  Mansion, 
Washington , December  16,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Sibley, 

Saint  Paul , Minn.  : 

As  you  suggest,  let  the  execution  fixed  for  Friday,  the  19th  instant, 
be  postponed  to,  aud  be  done  on,  Friday,  the  26th  instant. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

Operator. — Please  send  this  very  .carefully  aud  accurately. 


Headquarters, 

Fort  Scott , December  16,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Blunt, 

Commanding  District  of  Kansas , in  the  Field  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  since  my  last  re- 
port everything  at  this  post  and  vicinity  has  x>assed  off  quietly.  The 
guerrillas  of  the  South  Osage  have  been  effectually  scattered,  some  of 
them  having  been  killed  by  my  scouts,  8 of  them  taken  prisoners,  and 
the  balance  gone  off.  Of  those,  one  by  the  name  of  Hartman,  an  old 
offender,  was  shot  while  trying  to  escape,  and  one  equally  as  bad,  by 
the  name  of  Cinnamon,  died  in  prison.  The  whole  tribe  of  guerrillas  on 
the  Little  Osage  and  Marais-des-Cygnes  have  been  driven  off,  and  gone 
south,  on  Horse  Creek  and  Spring  Fiver.  For  the  last  week  I have  had 
forage  trains  out,  and  have  brought  in  about  2,000  bushels  of  corn,  and 
am  busy  at  it  still.  Most  of  the  Osage  Indians  are  off  on  their  hunt, 
and  those  remaining  behind  are  quiet,  although  I have  had  to  send  for 
their  chiefs  and  threaten  pretty  strongly  to  keep  them  so.  I shall  send 
a competent  officer  and  a few  men  over  to  Humboldt  and  the  Mission, 
as  per  your  order  of  December  2,  with  instructions  similar  to  those 
given  Captain  Stanhope  while  on  that  duty.  Quite  a number  of  officers 
have  appeared  here  upon  orders  of  the  regimental  surgeon  and  medical 
director,  ordering  them  to  report  to  general  hospital  at  Leavenworth  or 
at  this  post.  The  authority  is  insufficient  without  your  approval,  and 
hereafter  I shall  send  all  back  to  their  commands.  Of  those  that  came 
up,  most  of  them  left  before  I could  get  to  stop  them,  aud  I suppose  are 
in  Leavenworth  now.  We  expected  that  you  would  return  so  that  you 
might  be  with  us  at  Christmas  and  New  Year,  and  hope  still  that  it 
will  be  so,  but  suppose  that  it  will  be  regulated  by  events  there. 

I have  to  report  that  the  last  train  up,  in  charge  of  Major  Purington, 
lost  two  wagons  and  teams  by  being  taken  by  the  enemy  near  Neosho, 
and  that,  as  near  as  I can  learn,  it  was  by  carelessness.  I shall  gather 
the  testimony  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  forward  to  you  for  your 
action.  As  these  are  the  first  and  only  teams  lost  on  the  road,  I feel 
mortified  at  it,  as  I was  in  hopes  to  get  through  without  losing  a single 
wagon.  I have  also  to  report  that  1 have  stationed  Company  C,  Third 
Wisconsin  Cavalry,  at  Morris’  Mill,  on  Dry  Wood,  for  the  protection  of 
the  loyal  citizens  in  that  neighborhood  ; also  to  prevent  guerrillas  from 
destroying  the  hay  put  up  in  that  neighborhood  for  the  use  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  has  given  great  satisfaction  and  restored  confidence  in 
the  people.  The  troops  under  my  immediate  command  are  strictly 
ordered  not  to  interfere  with  forage  on  the  property  of  Union  people, 
but  the  detachments  escorting  trains  belonging  to  other  commands  are 
not  so  particular,  and  considerable  complaint  has  been  made  of  such. 

The  state  of  the  whole  country  south  of  the  Kansas  is  quiet,  and  no 
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complaint  of  jayhawking  to  any  extent.  I hear  but  little  from  the 
Twelfth  Regiment,  and  suppose  they  are  acting  upon  orders  received 
from  you.  I am  not  now  informed  where  they  are  stationed.  I am  of 
the  opinion,  however,  that  a couple  of  good  companies  of  cavalry  would 
be  more  efficient  than  the  whole  regiment  in  that  particular  duty. 

B.  S.  HENNING, 

Major  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Central  District  of  Missouri, 

Jefferson  City , December  17,  1862. 

General  Clinton  B.  Fisk,  Saint  Louis , Mo.  : 

General  : On  my  return  from  Saint  Louis,  I found  the  trade  in  the 
western  part  of  my  district  and  the  transportation  that  could  be  fur- 
nished by  the  Pacific  Railroad  monopolized  by  disloyalists,  and  that 
there  was  great  complaint  of  the  want  of  transportation  by  our  Union 
friends  and  traders.  I was,  and  am,  satisfied  that  great  injury  was 
being  done  to  the  country,  our  cause,  and  our  friends  by  reason  thereof, 
and  I believed  it  to  be  my  imperative  duty  to  check  the  evil  at  once. 
To  enable  me  to  do  so  effectually,  I do  not  propose  to  allow  any  stock 
to  be  shipped  past  this  place  without  a special  permit  from  these  head- 
quarters, so  that  I may  as  far  as  possible  prevent  permits  being  given 
to  those  who  are  not  known  to  be  loyal.  Messrs.  Newland  and  Court- 
ney are  notoriously  disloyal.  I have  a remonstrance  in  my  office  re- 
monstrating against  any  permits  to  trade  or  ship  stock  being  issued  to 
these  men,  signed  by  the  prominent  Union  men  of  the  county  of  Pettis. 
Among  the  names  I notice  that  of  Colonel  Spedden,  of  the  Enrolled 
Militia,  and  Samuel  Lowe,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Pettis  County. 

You  will  pardon  me  for  saying  that  the  tone  of  your  dispatch  is  hardly 
as  kind  as  I should  have  expected,  in  this,  that  it  insinuates  wrong  on 
my  part  in  prohibiting  these  men  from  shipping  hogs.  You  say  that 
“ I have  the  certificate  of  your  provost-marshal  at  Sedalia  that  they  are 
loyal  men,  and  upon  such  certificate  they  were  permitted  to  purchase 
3,000  hogs  for  Henry  Ames  & Co.,  of  this  city.”  The  provost-marshal 
at  Sedalia  is  not  my  provost-marshal,  nor  am  I bound  for  any  blunder 
or  fraud  he  may  commit,  should  he  unfortunately  be  guilty  of  the  one 
or  the  other.  They  (Newland  and  Courtney)  ought  to  have  known 
whether  they  were  loyal  or  disloyal  men,  and  it  is  only  adding  insult  to 
injury  for  them  or  their  friends  to  claim  any  advantages  on  account 
of  their  fraud  in  procuring  said  certificate  from  the  provost-marshal  at 
Sedalia.  Your  statement  is  not  exactly  accurate  when  you  say  it  was 
“upon  such  certificate  they  were  permitted  to  purchase  3,000  hogs  for 
Henry  Ames  & Co.”  No  certificate  or  permit  was  required  to  enable  them 
to  purchase  these  hogs.  There  never  was,  by  my  authority,  any  prohibi- 
tion against  purchasing  property.  The  restriction  is  against  shipping 
it  without  a permit ; but  even  if  they  had  purchased  upon  the  certifi- 
cate, that  fact  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  case.  No  one  objects  to  the 
purchase,  nor  do  I understand  them  to  complain  of  the  purchase.  It  is 
the  prohibition  to  ship  that  I understand  is  the  cause  of  complaint. 

Of  Messrs.  Ames  & Co.  I know  nothing ; but,  as  at  present  advised,  I 
am  satisfied  that  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  district 
to  permit  these  hogs  to  be  shipped.  If  Messrs.  Ames  & Co.  are  loyal 
merchants,  they  should  not  have  held  any  commerce  with  traitors  for 
the  sake  of  filthy  lucre.  Such  things  are  forbidden,  and  their  loss  in  this 
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3ase  is  but  a just  punishment  for  their  misdeeds,  and  it  will  prove  a 
earning  to  all  evil  doers  to  turn  from  their  ways,  and  the  punishment 
30  promptly  executed  upon  them  “will  fire  the  Union  heart,”  and  con- 
vince the  loyal  men  that  reward  for  treason  “is  about  played  out” in  this 
district,  and  that  honest  men  who,  with  an  unwavering  faith,  have  looked 
to  the  flag  of  their  country  for  protection  will  hereafter  reap  the  reward 
;lue  their  fidelity.  If  Messrs.  Ames  & Co.  are  disloyal,  as  a matter  of 
3onrse  their  property  should  not  be  shipped. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN.  LOAN, 

Brigadier- General,  Missouri  State  Militia . 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington , D.  0.,  December  17, 1862. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Mo. : 

Could  the  civil  authority  be  introduced  into  Missouri  in  lieu  of  the 
military  to  any  extent  with  advantage  and  safety  f 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo., 

December  17, 1862 — 9.15  p.  m.  (Received  December  18, 5.45  p.  m.) 
Bis  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States  : 

Dispatch  received.  The  peace  of  this  State  rests  on  military  power, 
ro  relinquish  this  power  would  be  dangerous.  It  would  allow  rebels 
;o  rule  some  sections  and  ruin  the  Union  men  who  have  joined  the  mili- 
tary power  to  put  down  the  rebellion.  The  civil  authority  is  gradually 
3oming  into  use,  but  sneaking  rebels  are  in  office,  anxious  to  encourage 
new  raids,  and  secure  revenge  for  past  military  surveillance.  It  requires 
i considerable  military  force  to  keep  things  quiet  in  Missouri. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major - General , Commanding. 


[December  17,  1862.— For  Gorman  to  Curtis,  in  reference  to  co-oper- 
ation with  Sherman,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XVII,  Part  II,  p.  421.] 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington , December  18, 1862. 

Governor  Gamble,  Saint  Louis , Mo. : 

It  is  represented  to  me  that  the  enrolled  militia  alone  would  now 
maintain  law  and  order  in  all  the  counties  of  your  State  north  of  the 
Missouri  River.  If  so,  all  other  forces  there  might  be  removed  south 
Df  the  river  or  out  of  the  State.  Please  post  yourself,  and  give  me  your 
Dpinion  upon  this  subject. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  December  18,  1862. 
Abraham  Lincoln,  President : 

I can  maintain  law  and  order  north  of  the  Missouri  River  with  the 
enrolled  militia  alone  if  they  can  be  certainly  provided  for  with  subsist- 
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ence,  clothing,  and  pay  for  time  they  may  be  in  actual  service.  Many 
of  them  are  very  poor.  Taking  other  troops  would  help  rather  than  j 
hinder  me.  I would  keep  the  smallest  number  in  service  that  could  1 
protect  the  country. 

H.  R.  GAMBLE. 


War  Department, 
Washington , December  18,  1862. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Mo. : 

It  is  the  President’s  wish  that  the  Mississippi  expedition  be  made  as 
effective  as  possible  by  re-enforcements  from  Helena ; but  it  is  not  in-  , 
tended  to  weaken  your  forces  there,  so  as  to  endanger  any  necessary 
operation  in  Arkansas.  If  the  movement  into  Arkansas  cannot  wait  | 
for  the  result  of  the  other,  it  must  be  made;  but  it  is  inexpedient  to 
undertake  too  much  at  once,  if  it  can  be  avoided.  Please  state  how  1 
many  troops  you  propose  to  retain  in  Arkansas. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Camp  Prairie  Grove , December  18,  1862. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Mo. : 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  Hindman  has  moved  all  his  infantry  force 
over  the  Arkansas  River.  The  citizens  of  Van  Buren  and  Fort  Smith 
are  leaving  and  traveling  south.  Hindman’s  headquarters  are  at  Yan 
Buren,  while  Marmadnke,  with  a cavalry  force,  is  also  on  this  side. 
The  Arkansas  River  is  very  high  ; now  is  the  time  for  Steele.  Colonel 
Orine  left  for  Van  Buren  yesterday  with  a flag  of  truce. 

F.  J.  HERR  OX, 
Brigadier- Goner  a l . 


Hdqrs.  2d  and  3d  Divisions,  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Prairie  Grove , December  18,  1862. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

The  location  of  the  rebel  forces  is  settled  beyond  the  question  of  a 
doubt.  They  are  camped  half  way  between  Van  Buren  and  Fort  Smith, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  Two  regiments  of  cavalry  are  on  this 
side  of  the  river,  on  outpost  duty,  and  one  regiment  of  infantry,  with 
three  pieces  of  artillery,  is  in  Yan  Buren.  Hindman  and  Marmaduke 
are  determined  to  keep  their  own  persons  safe,  and  are  with  the  main 
body  of  infantry  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  They  have  given  up  all 
hope  of  getting  any  farther  north,  and  say  they  will  be  satisfied  if  they 
can  hold  the  Arkausas  River.  They  are  living  on  corn  alone.  Among 
the  rebel  officers  killed  in  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove  was  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Chappel,  from  Saint  Louis  County.  He  was  in  Steen’s  regiment. 
Governor  Claib.  Jackson  died  about  ten  days  ago  at  Little  Rock,  of 
cancer.  This  may  be  old  news  to  you,  but  has  just  reached  us. 

Our  wounded  are  getting  on  well. 

F.  J.  HERROX, 
Brigadier-General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leavenworth , Kans .,  December  18,  1862. 

Moj.  H.  Z.  Curtis, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General , Department  of  the  Missouri: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  an  official  report  from 
Major  Kennedy,  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers  (paper  marked 

A)  j also  a report  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Abernathy,  Eighth  Kansas 
Volunteers,*  with  copy  of  order  on  which  it  was  made  attached  (paper 

B) ,  as  well  as  the  statements  of  several  officers,  in  relation  to  the  expe- 
dition of  a portion  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers  into  the 
State  of  Missouri,  marked,  respectively,  as  indicated  in  report  B. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  WEED, 

Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

A. 

Hdqrs.  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers, 

Camp  Blunt , Paola , Kans.,  December  4,  1862. 
Maj.  T.  J.  Weed,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Sir:  Having  received  orders  from  Colonel  Adams  upon  the  evening 
of  the  19th  of  November  to  march  the  next  morning,  we  left  these  head- 
quarters accordingly,  with  a force  consisting  of  Company  K and  portions 
of  Companies  B,  D,  and  E,  amounting  to  230  men.  Marching  to  Olathe, 
Johnson  County,  Kansas,  we  left  a portion  of  Company  K,  and  were  joined 
by  Company  I and  a portion  of  Company  H,  augmenting  our  force  to 
260  men,  rank  and  file.  We  then  marched  to  Kansas  City,  Mo.  The  de- 
sign was  to  secure  transportation  down  the  river  as  far  as  Lexington, 
Mo.,  but,  failing  in  this,  we  proceeded  on  the  road  to  Lexington.  Arriv- 
ing at  Big  Blue,  we  pitched  camp  and  sent  out  our  foraging  parties,  with 
orders  not  to  molest  Union  people  or  those  having  enrollment  papers, 
but  to  confiscate  all  that  was  of  immediate  use  to  the  Government  be- 
longing to  rebels.  A number  of  horses  were  brought  in  and  1 bush- 
whacker killed  by  these  parties.  On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  we  struck 
tents  and  proceeded  on  our  march.  Hearing  of  a camp  of  rebels  in  a 
secluded  position,  a detachment  of  100  men  was  made  to  take  them  by 
surprise,  if  possible.  This  detachment,  leaving  the  main  command  at  1 
a.  m.,  advanced  upon  the  position  indicated,  where  at  about  daylight 
were  found  19  horses  and  a wagon  load  of  household  goods.  Soon 
after,  in  another  direction,  were  found  5 horses  and  a deserted  camp. 
Near  the  last-named  position  3 prisoners  were  taken,  who  were  brought 
before  a drum -head  court-martial,  and  released  upon  the  presentation  of 
certificates  of  enrollment  from  Colonel  Penick,  Missouri  State  Militia. 
In  the  mean  time  men,  women,  and  children  of  the  colored  population 
had  come  into  our  camp  to  the  number  .of  60  or  70.  Proceeding  to  the 
Sni  Hills,  we  again  pitched  our  camp.  Soon  after,  our  scouts  brought 
intelligence  of  an  advancing  force,  consisting  of  cavalry  and  artillery. 
We  were  ordered  to  form  in  line  of  battle.  Two  lines  were  formed ; one  of 
reserve,  under  command  of  Major  Kennedy.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes 
and  Adjutant  Lovejoy  then  proceeded  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  ad- 
vancing force.  Finding  they  bore  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  and  concluding 
they  were  Missouri  State  Militia  (as  a force  upon  request  had  passed 
through  our  camp  the  night  previous),  such  intelligence  was  taken  to 

* See  Chipman  to  Blunt,  January  15,  1S63,  Part  II,  p.  46. 
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our  commanding  officer,  Colonel  Adams.  An  officer  representing  him- 
self  as  belonging  to  the  staff  of  Brigadier-General  Vaughan  then  ad- 
vanced and  called  for  the  commanding  officer  of  our  force.  Colonel 
Adams  advanced,  and,  after  a short  conversation,  the  above-named 
staff  officer  returned  to  his  command.  Soon  after,  the  following  order 
was  received  by  Colonel  Adams: 

To  the  person  in  command  of  the  forces  in  front  of  this  position : 

Sir:  As  the  commander  of  this  military  district,  I desire  to  know  by  what  author- 
ity you  have  marched  into  it. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EICH’D  C.  VAUGHAN, 

Brigadier-General,  Sixth  Military  District  of  Missouri. 

In  reply  thereto,  Colonel  Adams  forwarded  to  General  Vaughan  orders 
received  from  General  Blunt,  dated  October  9,  1862;  also  orders  from 
General  Curtis,  dated  October  19,  1862.  General  Vaughan  then  for- 
warded the  following  communication: 

November  27,  1862. 

Colonel  Adams: 

Sir:  As  I can  see  nothing  in  the  orders  of  General  Blunt  authorizing  the  course  you 
have  taken,  and  as  my  orders  are  positive,  I am  bound  to  demand  the  surrender  of  all 
property  taken  from  citizens  of  this  State,  and  that  the  negroes  taken  from  .citizens 
of  Jackson  and  La  Fayette  Counties  be  forthwith  turned  out  of  your  lines,  as  there 
is  no  organized  enemy  either  in  Jackson  or  La  Fayette.  I further  require  that  you  at 
once  march  your  force  beyond  the  limits  of  this  State.  If  this  proposal  is  acceded  to, 
I will  send  an  officer  to  arrange  the  conditions.  I retain  the  orders  sent  only  to  take 
a copy,  after  which  they  will  be  immediately  returned. 

I am,  sir,  obediently, 

RICH’D  C.  VAUGHAN, 

Brigadier-  Gen  era  l,  Commandin g. 

Colonel  Adams  immediately  forwarded  to  General  Vaughan  the  fol- 
lowing reply: 


Headquarters  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers, 

In  the  Field , November  27,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Vaughan: 

Sir:  Your  note  is  received.  All  the  demands  therein  made  will  be  complied  with 
at  the  earliest  opportunity,  except  that  portion  relating  to  negroes  As  they  came 
within  my  lines  voluntarily,  I do  not  see  fit  to  order  them  out ; they  are,  however,  at 
liberty  to  do  as  they  choose. 

CHAS.  W.  ADAMS, 

Colonel.  Commanding  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers. 

In  reply  to  this,  Colonel  Adams  received  the  following  from  General 
Vaughan: 

Colonel  Adams  : 

Sir:  Your  note  is  received.  The  demand  relative  to  the  negroes  must  be  complied 
with.  The  matter  of  disagreement  relating  to  your  orders  from  General  Blunt  and 
General  Curtis  is  a matter  which  can  be  more  readily  settled  elsewhere  than  here. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICH’D  C.  VAUGHAN, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — As  it  is  already  late,  I must  require  that  you  permit  no  portion  of  the  prop- 
erty and  negroes,  above  alluded  to,  to  leave  your  iines. 

Colonel  Adams  replied  by  the  following  note : 

Headquarters  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers. 

In  the  Field,  November  27,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  C.  Vaughan: 

Sir  : My  guards  are  out,  and  I shall  follow  your  orders  relating  to  keeping  what- 
ever is  within  my  lines  here.  I am  subject  to  arrest  from  you,  and  choose  a trial  by 
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court-martial  rather  than  turn  the  negroes  out  of  my  camp.  I do  not  do  this,  believe 
me,  General  Yaughan,  out  of  disrespect  to  you,  but  because  I believe  it  to  be  con- 
trary to  a general  order  from  the  War  Department  to  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  W.  ADAMS, 

Colonel  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers. 

By  request  (through  an  orderly),  Colonel  Adams  called  upon  General 
Yaughan  at  his  headquarters,  where  he  (Colonel  Adams)  was  arrested 
and  ordered  to  report  to  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  on  the  15th  of  December, 
1862.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes  then  assumed  command.  The  demands 
previously  made  upon  Colonel  Adams  were  now  made  upon  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hayes. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  Lieutenant- Colonel  Hayes  proceeded  to 
comply  with  the  above-named  demands  from  General  Yaughan,  except 
that  portion  relative  to  the  negroes.  This  being  done,  the  order  to 
march  was  given.  Proceeding  but  a short  distauce,  the  column  halted, 
and  an  altercation,  to  the  following  effect,  took  place  between  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Hayes  and  General  Yaughan: 

General  Yaughan.  If  you  will  turn  these  slaves  out  of  your  lines,  you  will  save 
time  and  trouble,  for  we  are  strong  enough  to  take  them. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes.  No  consideration  of  personal  safety  will  ever  induce  me 
to  turn  a slave  b ick  to  his  rebel  master. 

General  Vaughan.  Do  you  dare  to  disobey  your  superior  officer  ? 

Colonel  Hayes.  I dare  to  do  that  very  thing;  if  you  take  these  negroes,  you  must 
take  them  by  force. 

General  Yaughan’s  artillery  was  then  brought  in  range  of  our  column, 
his  cavalry  being  stationed  in  our  front  and  rear  and  on  our  right  flank. 
A detachment  advancing  possessed  themselves  of  the  colored  women 
and  children,  with  their  effects,  the  men  making  a flank  movement  “for 
the  brush.”  This  being  done,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes  received  notice 
of  his  arrest,  with  an  order  to  report  at  Saint  Louis  on  the  15th  of  De- 
cember, 1862.  I,  being  next  in  rank,  then  assumed  command  of  the 
detachment,  and  with  it  marched  en  route  for  these  headquarters,  accom- 
panied by  1 captain  and  12  men  of  Colonel  Penick’s  command,  Missouri 
State  Militia,  acting  as  a rear  guard.  Notwithstanding  former  arrests, 
my  scouts  were  ever  vigilant  and  on  the  alert.  Bushwhackers  were, 
in  accordance  with  orders  from  General  Blunt,  pursued  to  the  death, 
3 being  killed  near  the  head  of  the  Blue  River.  Also  near  the  same 
position  was  found  a deserted  camp,  showing  signs  of  a hasty  retreat ; 
several  horses  were  secured — in  all,  22.  Several  uegroes,  who  had  pre- 
viously “ taken  to  the  brush,”  rejoined  our  command  ere  we  reached 
the  Kansas  line. 

THOMAS  H.  KENNEDY, 

Major , Commanding  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers . 


. B. 

Fort  Leavenworth,  December  17, 1862. 
Brigadier-General  Blunt  : 

General  : In  pursuance  to  Special  Orders,  No.  160,  from  your  head- 
quarters, directing  me  to  proceed  to  Westport  and  other  places  in  Mis- 
souri and  Kansas,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  late  expedition 
of  Colonel  Adams,  of  the  Twelfth  Kansas  Yolunteers,  1 have  the  honor 
to  report : 
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I first  visited  Independence,  Mo.,  and  took  the  statement  of  Colonel 
Penick,  Fifth  Missouri  [State]  Militia  Cavalry  (paper  marked  C).  I 
next  visited  Paola,  Kans.,  and  there  took  the  statement  of  Major  Ken- 
nedy,  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers  (paper  marked  1)) ; also  ; 
statement  of  Lieutenant  Town,  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers 
(paper  marked  E);  also  statement  of  Captain  Ashby  (paper  marked 
F).  I next  visited  the  town  of  Olathe,  Kans.,  where  I took  the  statement 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes,  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers 
(paper  marked  G).  I found  Colonel  Adams  at  Fort  Leavenworth  upon 
my  return,  and  submit  his  statement  with  the  others  (papers  marked 
H and  I).  • 

I regret  to  report  that  I was  unable  to  see  Brigadier-General  Vaughan, 
Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  he  having  left  Independence  before  I reached 
there. 

All  the  statements  herewith  submitted  are  as  I received  them  from 
the  respective  parties. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  ABERNATHY, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Eighth  Kansas  Volunteers. 


Special  Orders.  ) Headquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

No.  ICO.  • j Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  December  8, 1862. 
******* 

III.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Abernathy,  Eighth  Kansas  Volunteers,  will,  ; 
on  receipt  hereof,  proceed  to  Westport,  Independence,  Paola,  and  such  < 
other  places  as  may  be  necessary,  and  make  a thorough  investigation  j 
of  the  late  expedition  into  the  State  of  Missouri  of  a portion  of  the  ] 
Twelfth  Kansas  Volunteers,  under  command  of  Col.  Charles  W.  Adams.  ] 
The  statements  of  all  the  officers  concerned,  as  well  as  those  familiar  j 
with  the  facts,  will  be  taken,  and  a full  report  of  all  the  circumstances  i 
attending  the  expedition  and  the  results  of  the  same,  accompanied  by  the 
evidence  on  which  it  is  based,  will  be  made  to  these  headquarters  as  3 
soon  as  practicable. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Blunt: 

T.  J.  WEED, 

Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

0.  ] 

Statement  of  Colonel  [ IF.  jR.]  Penick. 

On  the  22d  November  I received  intelligence  that  there  were  some 
men  coming  into  Missouri  by  way  of  Kansas  City,  and  wishing  to  ascer- 
tain its  character,  1 issued  an  order  to  -Lieutenant  Crandall  to  go  to 
the  camp  of  this  force  and  ascertain  under  whose  orders  they  were 
acting,  and,  if  not  acting  under  the  orders  of  Generals  Curtis  or  Loan, 
to  order  them  to  leave  the  State.  Lieuteuant  Crandall  reported  to  me, 
after  visiting  the  camp  on  Bine,  that  the  camp  was  commanded  by  Colo- 
nel Adams,  Twelfth  Kansas  Volunteers,  and  that  the  force  amounted 
to  about  400  men,  comprised  of  whites,  negroes,  and  Indians.  He  told 
me  that  Colonel  Adams  said  he  was  acting  under  the  orders  of  General 
Blunt  directly,  and  indirectly  under  the  orders  of  General  Curtis;  stated 
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further  that  he  intended  passing  through  Independence,  and  would  call 
and  see  me.  I felt  satisfied  that  the  Kansas  troops  were  here  on  busi- 
ness, and  that  the  colonel  would  call  and  see  me,  as  he  had  promised. 
In  this,  however,  I was  mistaken.  The  colonel  passed  through  without 
seeing  me.  In  a few  hours  reports  began  to  come  in  from  Union  and 
secesh  men  that  the  Kansas  troops  were  taking  property  indiscrimi- 
nately. I then  sent  for  Captain  Meader,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia, 
•who  is  well  acquainted  all  through  the  county,  to  ascertain  if  the  persons 
bringing  in  these  reports  were  reliable.  He  stated  to  me  that  they 
might  be  depended  upon.  I then  telegraphed  the  facts  to  Governor 
Gamble,  and  asked  him  what  I should  do.  He  gave  me  no  answer.  Re- 
ports of  depredations  committed  by  the  troops  continued  to  come  in  the 
balance  of  the  day.  The  next  morning  it  was  ascertained  that  they 
were  taking  the  property  of  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia.  I permitted 
Captain  Meader  to  send  a number  of  his  men  home  to  try  to  protect 
their  property.  Being  fully  satisfied  that  the  Government  would  not 
indorse  acts  of  this  kind,  I telegraphed  General  Loan  the  facts,  and 
asked  him  what  I should  do.  In  a short  time  I received  a dispatch  from 
General  Vaughan,  of  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  stating  that  he  had  been 
authorized  by  General  Loan  to  disperse  the  Kansas  troops,  and  asked 
my  co-operation. 

About  4 o’clock  that  evening  I moved  with  all  my  available  force, 
about  110  men,  and  overtook  the  Kansas  troops  near  Hambright’s,  on 
the  Lexington  road.  I kept  in  sight  or  near  them  until  the  next  morn- 
ing, when  General  Vaughan  arrived  with  his  force,  about  370  men.  Just 
before  General  Vaughan  arrived,  I came  upon  the  Kansas  troops,  drawn 
up  in  line  of  battle  across  the  road,  their  artillery  toward  me.  As  Gen- 
eral Vaughan  arrived,  I dismounted  my  men  and  formed  in  line,  facing 
them.  General  Vaughan  came  up  and  formed  in  line  on  my  left,  with 
two  pieces  of  artillery.  The  Kansas  troops  then  stacked  their  arms 
and  went  to  their  tents.  The  soldiers  and  negroes  reported  along  the 
route  that  they  intended  to  fight  me  when  I came  up  with  them.  I 
had  no  disposition  to  fight  the  troops  under  Colonel  Adams,  because 
they  were  United  States  troops/  I told  my  men  this,  and  cautioned 
them  to  make  no  threats  nor  do  anything  imprudent.  I did  not 
read  the  correspondence  between  General  Vaughan  and  Colonel  Adams, 
but  understood  that  Colonel  Adams  had  agreed  to  give  up  all  the  prop- 
erty taken  in  the  State  except  negroes.  Next  morning,  however,  Colonel 
Adams  marched  off  with  all  the  property.  General  Vaughan  ordered 
me  to  take  my  men  and  stop  them.  As  my  men  were  about  2 miles 
away,  I went  alone,  and  jnevailed  upon  the  officer  in  command  to  halt 
his  men.  This  was  about  1 mile  from  the  place  they  had  encamped. 
General  Vaughan  then  arrested  Colonel  Adams,  and  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Hayes  assumed  command.  In  a short  time  Colonel  McFerran 
came  up  and  stated  that  he  was  sent  by  General  Vaughan  to  take  all 
the  property  from  the  command  that  they  had  taken  in  the  State.  He 
also  assured  the  officers  of  the  Kansas  troops  that  he  understood  the 
orders  from  the  War  Department  on  the  subject  of  negroes,  and  that 
he  was  the  last  man  that  would  return  one  to  his  master.  They  in- 
formed me  that  they  would  not  resist.  The  property  was  then  taken 
from  the  Kansas  troops.  I saw  .about  100  horses  taken  and  several 
wagons.  I have  no  doubt  the  horses  had  been  taken  from  rebels ; they 
belonged  to  citizens  of  La  Fayette  and  Jackson  Counties,  and  had  been 
concealed  in  the  brush  for  fear  they  would  be  confiscated.  Many  of 
them  were  branded  U.  S.  when  they  were  returned.  I was  then  ordered 
by  General  Vaughan  to  escort  the  Kansas  troops  out  of  the  State,  and 
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went  with  them  3 miles,  when  it  was  agreed  that  Captain  Vansant  and 
10  men  should  go  with  them  to  the  lines.  The  troops  were  under  com- 
mand of  Major  Kennedy,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes  having  been  placed 
in  arrest  by  General  Vaughan  at  the  time  the"  property  and  negroes 
were*  taken  from  the  command.  I then  returned  to  Independence  with 
the  balance  of  my  command.  After  reaching  camp,  1 found  an  order 
there  from  General  Sloan  [Loan],  ordering  me  to  disperse  the  Kansas 
troops.  The  order  came  in  my  absence.  I .herewith  submit  the  report 
of  Captain  Vansant,*  who  accompanied  the  troops  to  the  State  line. 


D. 

Statement  of  Maj.  T.  H.  Kennedy. 

I think  that  Colonel  Adams  received  information  on  the  19th  of  No- 
vember which  led  him  to  suppose  that  there  were  parties  of  guerrillas 
between  Lexington  and  Independence.  He  also  had  some  information 
of  some  artillery  being  concealed  near  Lexington.  We  marched  from 
camp  on  the  20th  and  arrived  at  Kansas  City  on  the  22d  ,*  failed  to 
get  transportation  down  the  river,  and  started  by  way  of  Independence. 
On  the  night  of  the  23d,  a man  came  into  camp  from  Colonel  Penick, 
then  in  command  at  Independence,  Mo.,  and  stated  that  he  had  heard 
that  there  was  a*  band  of  30  jayhawkers  encamped  on  the  Blue,  and 
that  it  was  the  request  of  Colonel  Penick  that  they  leave  the  State  at 
once.  He  showed  no  orders,  and  we  had  no  official  notice  of  his  being 
an  officer ; he  did  not  wear  any  uniform. 

Next  day  we  passed  through  Independence,  and  camped  near  Blue 
Mills.  We  learned  that  there  were  quite  a number  of  rebels  concealed 
a few  miles  from  camp.  Colonel  Adams  went  out  to  try  and  capture 
them.  He  found  their  camp,  and  captured  quite  a number  of  horses  and 
a quantity  of  camp  equipage.  Some  horses  were  brought  in  that  were 
afterward  claimed  by  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia.  These  were  always 
returned  upon  presentation  of  their  enrollment  papers.  We  next  moved  a 
to  Pink  Hill,  where  , we  encamped.  Soon  after,  word  was  brought  into 
camp  that  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  were  after  us.  Soon  General  J 
Vaughan,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  came  up.  General  Vaughan  de-  * 
manded  by  what  authority  we  were  in  Missouri. 

The  following  is  the  correspondence  that  passed  between  General  ’ 
Vaughan  and  Colonel  Adams : 

To  the  person  in  command  of  the  forces  in  front  of  this  position  : 

Sir  : As  the  commander  of  this  military  district,  I desire  to  know  by  what  authority 
you  marched  into  it. 

RICH’D  C.  VAUGHAN, 

Brigadier- General,  Sixth  Military  District  of  Missouri. 

Colonel  Adams  replied  by  forwarding  to  General  Vaughan  the  orders  ^ 
he  had  received  from  General  Blunt  and  General  Curtis.  (Papers  j 
marked  I.)  The  following  is  a copy  of  reply  received : 

November  27,  1862.  i 

Colonel  Adams  : 

Sir  : As  I can  see  nothing  in  the  orders  of  General  Blunt  authorizing  the  course  you 
have  pursued,  and  as  my  orders  from  the  commander  of  this  district  are  positive,  I am 
bound  to  demand  the  surrender  of  all  property  taken  from  citizens  of  this  State,  and 
that  the  negroes  taken  from  the  citizens  of  Jackson  and  La  Fayette  Counties  be  forth-  . 
with  turned  out  of  your  lines.  As  there  is  no  organized  enemy  in  Jackson  or  La  Fay- 
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ette  Counties,  I further  require  that  you  at  once  march  your  force  beyond  the  limits  of 
this  State.  If  this  proposal  is  acceded  to,  I will  send  an  officer  to  arrange  the  condi- 
tions. I retain  the  order  sent,  only  to  take  a copy,  after  which  it  will  be  immediately 
returned. 

I am,  sir,  obediently, 

RICH’D  C.  VAUGHAN, 

Briga die?'-  G eneral,  Commav ding. 

Colonel  Adams  immediately  forwarded  to  General  Vaughan  the  fol- 
lowing reply : 

Headquarters  Twelfth  Kansas  Volunteers, 

In  the  Field , November  27, 1862. 

Brigadier-General  Vaughan  : 

Sir  : Your  note  is  received.  All  the  demands  therein  made  will  be  complied  with  at 
the  earliest  opportunity,  except  that  portion  relating  to  negroes.  As  they  came  volun- 
tarily, I do  not  see  fit  to  order  them  out ; they  are,  however,  at  liberty  to  do  as  they 
choose. 

CHAS.  W.  ADAMS, 
Colonel,  Commanding . 

Charles  J.  Lovejoy,  Adjutant. 

In  reply  to  this,  Colonel  Adams  received  the  following: 

Colonel  Adams  : 

Sir  : Your  note  is  received.  The  demand  relative  to  negroes  must  be  complied  with. 
The  matter  of  disagreement  in  relation  to  your  orders  from  General  Blunt  and  General 
Curtis  is  a matter  which  can  be  more  readily  settled  elsewhere  than  here. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICH’D  C.  VAUGHAN, 

Brigadier-General , Commanding. 

* P.  S. — As  it  is  already  late,  I must  require  that  you  permit  no  portion  of  the  prop- 
erty and  negroes  above  alluded  to  to  leave  your  lines. 


Colonel  Adams  replied  as  follows : 

Headquarters  Twelfth  Kansas  Volunteers, 

[In  the  Field , November  27,  1862.  ] 

Brigadier-General  Vaughan  : 

Sir  : My  guards  are  out,  and  I shall  follow  your  order  relating  to  keeping  whatever 
is  within  my  lines  here.  I am  subject  to  arrest  from  you,  and  choose  a trial  by  court- 
martial  rather  than  turn  the  negroes  out  of  my  camp.  I do  not  do  this,  believe  me, 
General  Vaughan,  out  of  disrespect  to  you,  but  because  I believe  it  to  be  contrary  to  a 
general  order  from  the  War  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  W.  ADAMS, 
Colonel  Twelfth  Kansas  Volunteers. 


By  request  of  General  Vaughan,  Colonel  Adams  then  visited  him  at 
his  headquarters,  and  was  put  in  arrest  by  General  Vaughan,  and  ordered 
to  report  to  General  Curtis,  at  Saint  Louis,  on  the  15th  of  December, 
1862. 

The  demands  previously  made  upon  Colonel  Adams  were  now  made 
upon  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hayes,  the  next  in  command. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes  proceeded  to 
comply  with  the  demand  of  General  Vaughan,  except  that  portion  re- 
lating to  negroes.  This  being  done,  the  order  to  march  was  given.  We 
proceeded  but  a short  distance  when  the  command  was  halted,  and  the 
following  conversation  took  place  between  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hayes 
and  General  Vaughan: 

General  Vaughan.  If  you  will  turn  those  slaves  out  of  your  lines,  you  will  save 
time  and  trouble,  for  we  are  strong  enough  to  take  them. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes.  No  consideration  of  personal  safety  will  ever  induce  me 
to  turn  a slave  back  to  his  rebel  master. 

General  Vaughan.  Do  you  dare  to  disobey  your  superior  officer? 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes.  I dare  do  that  very  thing.  If  you  take  those  negroes, 
you  must  take  them  by  force. 
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General  Vaughan’s  artillery  was  then  brought  to  bear  on  our  lines,  his 
cavalry  being  in  our  rear  and  on  our  right  flank.  A detachment  then 
advanced  and  possessed  themselves  of  the  negroes  and  children,  with 
their  effects.  This  being  done,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes  was  placed 
in  arrest  by  General  Vaughan,  and  ordered  to  report  to  General  Curtis, 
at  Saint  Louis,  on  the  loth  of  December,  1862.  Major  Kennedy  then 
took  command  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment,  and  marched  it  for  the  head-  . 
quarters,  at  Paola,  Kans.  A captain  and  12  men  of  Colonel  Penick’s 
command  escorted  the  regiment  to  the  State  line. 

As  we  returned,  we  came  upon  a deserted  camp  of  bushwhackers. 
Three  persons  belonging  to  the  camp  were  killed,  and  20  horses  taken. 
The  command  arrived  at  Paola,  Kans.,  on  the  2d  day  of  December,  1862. 


E. 

Statement  of  Lieutenant  [M.  L.]  Town.  * 1 

The  Twelfth  Kansas  Volunteers  started  from  camp  at  Paola  on  the  j 
20th  of  November.  I knew  nothing  of  the  object  of  the  expedition, 
nor  of  the  information  upon  which  it  was  based.  We  passed  through 
Kansas  City  and  Independence,  Mo.  We  took  rebel  property  where- 
ever  we  found  it.  Some  of  the  property  was  returned  upon  presenta- 
tion of  enrollment  papers  from  whom  it  was  taken.  Quite  a number  of 
slaves  came  within  our  lines ; they  came  of  their  own  accord.  We  did  i 
not  And  any  party  of  the  enemy.  While  encamped  at  Pink  Hill,  Gen- 
eral Vaughan,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  came  up  with  about  400  men 
and  examined  our  camp ; said  he  understood  we  were  a band  of  jay- 
hawkers  and  Indians  ; said  he  did  not  propose  fighting  us,  as  we  carried 
the  Stars  and  Stripes ; said  they  had  no  doubt  the  property  we  had  taken  j 
belonged  to  secesh,  but  that  they  had  orders  to  take  it,  and  must  do  so. 
They  then  took  all  the  property,  and  even  some  that  we  had  taken  with 
us  from  our  camp.  They  also  demanded  the  negroes.  I know  nothing  of 
the  conversation  which  took  place  between  Colonel  Adams  and  General  j 
Vaughan.  Colonel  Adams  was  placed  in  arrest,  and  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Hayes  took  command  of  the  regiment.  Soon  after,  General  Vaughan  i 
sent  and  took  from  us  all  the  property  and  the  negroes  that  had  come  * 
into  our  camp.  1 heard  a number  of  officers  and  men  express  themselves  i 
dissatisfied  with  the  course  General  Vaughan  had  pursued.  Before 
starting  for  Kansas  City,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes  was  arrested,  and  i 
Major  Kennedy  took  command  of  the  regiment.  We  then  marched 
back  to  the  State  line,  escorted  by  apportion  of  General  Vaughan’s  com- 
mand. I 


F. 

Statement  of  Captain  [G.  W.]  Ashby. 

Colonel  Adams  left  camp  at  Paola  on  the  20th  of  November  with 
about  210  men.  The  object  of  the  expedition,  as  I understood  it,  was 
to  pursue  bushwhackers.  I have  heard  the  statement  of  Lieutenant 
Town,  and  agree  with  him  in  his  statement.  The  facts  there  stated  are 
correct,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  I have  nothing  to  add  to  his  , 
statement. 
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G. 

Statement  of  Lieut.  Col.  Josiah  E.  Mayes. 

I know  nothing  of  the  information  upon  which  the  late  expedition  of 
the  Twelfth  Kansas  Volunteers  was  based. 

After  we  had  started,  Colonel  Adams  informed  me  that  we  were  going 
co  Lexington,  to  capture  parties  of  guerrillas  and  punish  parties  har- 
boring them.  We  left  camp  on  about  the  20th  of  November,  passed 
through  Kansas  City,  and  encamped  on  the  Blue.  In  the  night  a man, 
representing  himself  as  coming  from  Colonel  Penick,  came  into  cam]) 
ind  inquired  what  command  we  were,  and  where  we  were  going.  Said  he 
bad  been  sent  by  Colonel  Penick  to  order  us  out  of  the  State,  but  he 
would  modify  the  order,  and  request  us  to  leave.  Colonel  Adams  tohl 
him  he  would  pass  through  Independence,  and  would  call  and  see  Colonel 
Penick.  I do  not  think  Colonel  Adams  called  on  Colonel  Penick.  As 
we  passed  through  Independence,  we  did  not  stop  in  town.  We  en- 
camped that  night  at  Blue  Mills.  We  lay  all  next  day  at  Blue  Mills.  The 
next  day  we  moved  on  toward  Lexington.  While  at  Blue  Mills,  a num- 
ber of  horses,  said  to  belong  to  rebels,  were  brought  into  camp.  Some  of 
the  horses  were  returned  upon  presentation  of  enrollment  papers  by  the 
parties  from  whom  they  were  taken.  The  men  were  not  allowed  to  take 
anything  from  houses.  A negro  came  into  camp  that  night,  and  reported 
that  there  were  12  men  concealed  about  5 miles  from  our  camp.  Colonel 
Adams  and  myself  started  in  the  night  with  a party  to  try  and  capture 
them.  We  succeeded  in  finding  their  camp,  but  did  not  find  the  men. 
We  got  10  horses,  with  bridles  and  saddles  complete.  The  next  night 
we  camped  near  Pink  Hill.  About  3 o’clock  in  the  afternoon  a negro 
came  into  camp  and  reported  that  the  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia  was 
after  us,  and  was  going  to  clear  us  out.  The  men  of  the  command  were 
drawn  up  in  line,  and  I went  out  to  ascertain  what  force  was  in  our 
front.  When  I ascertained  that  it  was  General  Vaughan’s  command,  I 
returned  and  informed  Colonel  Adams  of  the  fact,  and  he  rode  forward 
to  meet  the  officers  of  General  Vaughan’s  command.  I know  nothing 
about  what  passed  between  Colonel  Adams  and  General  V aughan.  Colo- 
nel Adams  was  soon  after  placed  in  arrest,  and  I assumed  [command]  of 
the  regiment.  Next  morning  a demand  was  made  upon  me  to  deliver 
over  all  the  property  we  had  taken  from  citizens  of  Missouri.  I replied 
that  the  order  should  be  complied  with.  Major  Briggs  [Biggers]  was 
to  receive  the  property.  I ordered  Lieutenant  Shively  to  turn  over  ali 
the  property  to  Major  Briggs  [Biggers].  While  it  was  being  turned  over 
I received  notice  that  the  order  betbre  received  was  intended  to  include 
negroes.  I replied  that  I did  not  consider  negroes  as  property,  and 
should  not  give  them  up ; that  if  they  took  the  negroes  it  must  be  by  force. 
General  Vaughan  then  ordered  me  placed  in  arrest.  Major  Kennedy  then 
took  command  of  the  Twelfth  Begiment.  I do  not  know  how  General 
Vaughan  got  possession  of  the  negroes.  They  took  them  from  our  lines. 

Nothing  of  interest  transpired  on  our  way  back  to  Kansas.  We  ar- 
rived at  Olathe  on  the  29th  of  November.  4 


H. 

Statement  of  Col.  Charles  W.  Adams. 

On  the  19th  of  November  I received  information  that  a party  of  guer- 
rillas was  between  Lexington  and  Independence,  Mo. 

In  pursuance  to  special  orders  (herewith  inclosed,  marked  I)  from 
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General  Blunt,  I marched  on  the  20th  of  November  from  Paola,  Kans., 
with  250  men  of  my  command.  I passed  through  Kansas  City  and 
camped  on  the  Blue.  The  same  evening  a man  came  into  camp,  rep- 
resenting that  he  had  been  sent  by  Colonel  Penick  to  ascertain  the 
character  of  the  force  then  marching  into  Missouri,  its  destination,  and 
object.  He  showed  me  no  orders,  nor  did  he  wear  any  uniform.  I 
stated  my  orders  to  him,  and  told  him  I would  call  on  Colonel  Penick 
as  I passed  through  Independence.  I expected  to  meet  a cordial  recep- 
tion from  Colonel  Penick,  but  when  I saw  no  evidence  of  anything  of 
the  kind,  I passed  through  without  stopping.  I did  not  like  to  halt  my 
men  in  tne  town.  I encamped  that  night  at  or  near  Blue  Mills.  I was 
here  informed  that  a small  party  of  bushwhackers  were  concealed  a 
short  distance  from  my  camp,  and  determined  to  try  and  capture  them. 
I had  their  camp  surrounded,  and  found  10  horses  and  quite  a lot  of 
camp  equipage,  but  no  men.  One  of  the  men  was  afterward  shot  by 
Colonel  Penick’s  command.  I next  camped  at  Pink  Hill.  Generali 
Yaughan,  Enrolled  Missouri  Militia,  came  up  with  400  men  soon  after] 
I got  into  camp,  and  demanded  that  I should  turn  over  to  him  all  the 
property  I had  taken  from  citizens,  and  turn  the  negroes  out  of  camp, 
and  leave  the  State  forthwith.  I told  General  Yaughan  that  I would 
comply  with  the  demand,  except  that  part  which  referred  to  negroes; 
told  him  as  they  came  into  my  lines  of  their  own  free  will,  I should  not 
drive  them  out.  He  then  stated  that  all  his  demands  must  be  complied 
with.  1 told  him  I was  subject  to  arrest  from  him,  and  would  prefer 
trial  by  court-martial  rather  than  disobey  an  order  from  the  War  De- 
partment. I was  then  placed  in  arrest,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hayes 
assumed  command  of  the  regiment. 


L 

Headquarters  District  of  Kansas, 

In  the  Field , October  9,  1862. 

Col.  C.  W.  ADAMS, 

Commanding  Twelfth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteers  : 

Sir  : Immediately  on  receipt  of  this,  you  are  directed  to  dispose  the 
forces  under  j our  command  so  as  to  cover  the  eastern  border  of  the 
State,  from  the  Kansas  to  the  Osage  Rivers.  It  is  confidently  believed 
that  you  can,  by  a system  of  patrols  and  signals,  prevent  the  ingress  of 
bands  of  Missouri  guerrillas  who  have  heretofore  been  devastating  that 
portion  of  the  State,  and  by  activity  and  courage  drive  them  from  their 
hiding  places  in  the  border  counties  of  Missouri.  You  will  carefully 
instruct  your  men  that  the  persons,  property,  and  rights  of  the  people 
of  Kansas,  and  the  loyal  people  of  Missouri,  should  be  held  sacred, 
and  any  infraction  should  be  promptly  and  severely  punished.  Parties 
sent  into  Missouri  should  be  placed  under  prudent  and  active  officers, 
with  instructions  to  pursue  bushwhackers  to  the  death.  After  you  have] 
matured  your  plans  and  disposed  your  forces,  you  should  issue  a proc- 
lamation to  the  citizens  of  Johnson  and  other  border  counties  of  Kansas 
and  Missouri  who  have  fled  their  homes  to  return  thereto,  promising 
them  safety  and  protection.  To  you  and  the  troops  under  your  com- 
mand is  intrusted  the  delicate  and  important  duty  of  restoring  peace 
to  the  border  between  the  points  named.  You  should  communicate 
frequently  with  the  military  authorities  at  Fort  Leavenworth  and  Fort 
Scott. 
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Keep  your  troops  well  in  hand,  that  they  may  not  he  cut  off  in  de- 
ad, andthat  they  may  be  concentrated  at  any  given  point  without  delay 
)T  confusion. 

Major  Henning,  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  provost-marshal  for  the 
district  of  Kansas  south  of  the  Kansas  Kiver,  will,  from  time  to  time, 
ssue  such  orders  to  you  as  he  may  deem  necessary  in  relation  to  the 
lisposition  of  your  forces,  &c. 

You  will  immediately,  on  receipt  of  this  order,  report  by  letter  to 
Major  Henning,  stating  your  force,  station,  &c. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Blunt : 

THOS.  MOONLIGHT, 

Assistant  Adjutant - General. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington , December  19,  1862 — 10.10  a.  m. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Mo.  : 

Hon.  W.  A.  Hall,  member  of  Congress  here,  tells  me,  and  Governor 
Tumble  telegraphs  me,  that  quiet  can  be  maintained  in  all  the  counties 
jorth  of  the  Missouri  River  by  the  Enrolled  Militia.  Confer  with  Gov- 
3rnor  Gamble  and  telegraph  me. 

A.  LINCOLN, 

President. 


Saint  Louis,  December  19, 1862. 
President  Abraham  Lincoln,  Washington : 

Only  two  skeleton  regiments,  United  States  troops,  north  of  the  river, 
rhe  Governor  is  absent.  Some  Enrolled  Militia ; not  so  reliable.  I will 
write  you.* 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  December  19, 1862 — 1 p.  m. 

(Received  7 p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

General-in-  Chief  : 


In  answer  to  yours  of  yesterday,  I proposed  to  furnish  all  General 
Sherman  calls  for  from  Helena — 12,000 — leaving  about  13,000  to  operate 
in  Arkansas.  This  last  force  I propose  to  move  cautiously  till  the  down- 
river move  is  accomplished.  Blunt’s  force  in  Arkansas — about  18,000 — 
is  still  at  the  north  base  of  Boston  Mountains,  scouts  extending  near  to 
Arkansas  River.  I wish  to  draw  these  forces  toward  each  other  as  fast 
as  circumstances  will  permit.  A move  from  Helena  will  prevent  Holmes 
and  Hindman  massing  forces  against  Blunt,  if  nothing  more,  and  must 
go  cautiously,  awaiting  the  move  and  return  of  down-river  force.  Will 
this  plan  suit  you  ? 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General . 


See  p.  853. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , Mo .,  December  19,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  A.  Gorman,  Hele7ia,  Ark. : 

General  : I have  just  received  three  letters  from  you  relating  to 
special  movements,  which  I have  read  with  care,  but  must  answer  very 
briefly.  All  my  movements  now  are  in  reference  to  others,  which  bear 
upon  the  force  at  Helena.  The  down-river  move  must  be  arranged  so 
we  can  send  at  any  moment  about  12,000  troops  to  Vicksburg  without 
any  intermediate  delay.  My  old  affection  for  a post  on  the  island  of 
Armagedden  must  be  matured  and  accommodated  at  another  time.  My 
Arkansas  movements  will  require  the  Helena  force  to  move  directly 
west,  up  White  River,  I suppose,  and  trains  and  boats  will  have  to  co- 
operate. Further  particulars  will  be  explained  by  Colonel  Chipman. 
As  to  new  batteries,  I have  b^en  urging  more  and  better  for  the  last 
three  months,  in  vain.  Not  a gun  has  been  sent  to  this  department, 
and  we  must  make  the  very  best  of  what  we  have.  The  ordnance 
bureau  is  the  most  immovable  affair  on  this  continent.  Very  recent 
dispatches  from  General  Sherman  seem  to  call  only  for  infantry  in  the 
down-river  expedition.  If  so,  it  will  leave  a better  force  for  interior 
movements,  where  cavalry  and  artillery  are  necessary  and  can  be  used! 
even  in  surplus  numbers.  But  by  this  sending  away  infantry  only,  we 
must  bq  embarrassed  in  the  proper  organization.  Blair’s  brigade  has 
been  promised  to  him  as  a kind  of  specialty,  but  other  troops  may  be 
arranged,  as  far  as  possible,  to  suit  the  requisition  of  the  down-river^ 
commander,  who  will  desire  more  infantry.  I do  not  understand  how 
General  Hovey  gets  away  so  easily.  General  Osterhaus  will  soon  be 
here  to  join  you.  He  will  desire  his  German  troops  as  far  as  the  service 
will  admit,  and  I hope  your  organization  will  accommodate  him  as  far 
as  possible. 

I am,  general,  very  truly,  yours, 

SAML.  R.  CURtlS, 

Major-General. 


Pilot  Knob,  December  19, 1862 — 8 a.  m. 

General  Curtis  : 

I arrived  here  late  last  night  from  my  reconnaissance.  Forced  up  this 
way  by  the  unprecedented  high  water,  and  out  of  supplies.  The  bridge! 
at  Black  River,  built  by  Benton,  is  swept  away.  I have  selected  Van 
Buren  as  the  depot,  instead  of  Patterson,  and  also  as  the  point  of  cross-1 
ing  on  Current  River ; and  the  army  is  now  moving  forward  to  that 
point.  I intend  supplying  it  by  the  way  of  Centreville  and  Barnes-j 
ville.  It  is  a better  road $ is  the  old  State  road  from  Saint  Louis  to 
Van  Buren ; is  16  miles  shorter  than  by  Patterson,  and  saves  two  bridgesj 
and  one  ferry.  I shall  build  a good  ferry-boat  at  Van  Buren,  as  there] 
are  two  saw-mills  near,  and  timber  plenty.  I shall  keep  my  cavalry  at 
Barnesville  until  ready  to  move,  as  that  country  is  rich  in  coin.  The 
new  route  has  the  advantage  of  not  being  stripped  of  supplies.  The] 
Black  River  was  a great  obstacle  on  the  Patterson  route,  but  is  now 
crossed  where  it  has  three  forks. 

Cannot  Warren  move  on  to  Eleven  Points  when  my  troops  reach 
Van  Buren?  I send  up  my  inspector- general,  Major  Lippert,  with  my 
map,  who  will  explain  in  person  better  than  a report.  Gray  tells  me: 
you  said  his  regiment  could  go  with  me  if  you  had  a good  one  to  replace 
it.  I will  exchange  the  Twenty-third  Iowa,  of  my  command,  for  it,  as  I 
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in  compelled  to  leave  two  companies  of  it  as  a garrison  to  Patterson, 
md  the  regiment  is  not  a hardy  one,  nor  in  good  health.  Shall  I order 
; ip  the  Twenty-third  Iowa  before  it  moves  °l  Gray  authorizes  me  to  say 
le  declines  the  adjutant-generalship  of  the  State,  if  he  can  go  with  me. 

: will  push  everything  here  but  the  land-slide. 

DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

— 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Boms , December  19,  1S62. 

i Brigadier-General  Herron, 

Prairie  Grove , Arlc. : 

General  : 1 am  in  receipt  of  your  interesting  letter  of  the  12th,  which 
! would  like  to  have  published  as  your  report,  but  I see  some  remarks 
concerning  General  IB  1 ant’s  being  overreached  by  Hindman  and  some- 
hing  about  Colonel  Wright  which  would  not  do  to  publish  ; besides,  I 
suppose  your  report  will  be  carefully  made  out  and  come  through  Gen- 
eral Blunt,  who,  in  the  absence  of  General  Schofield,  is  the  commander 
)f  the  Army  of  the  Frontier.  I hope  to  get:  both  reports  soon,  so  they 
nay  be  entered  on  my  battle-book  and  forwarded  to  Washington,  with 
such  recommendations  as  I think  right  in  the  premises. 

Due  credit  is  given  to  you  and  Blunt  both,  although  you  had  the  long, 
aard  day’s  work.  It  was  a signal  victory,  but  I regret  exceedingly  the 
trick  of  Hindman  prevented  you  sending  the  cavalry  to  harass  the  re- 
treating foe.  It  was  a great  outrage  of  the  laws  of  war  to  cover  a retreat 
by  such  use  of  a flag  of  truce. 

General  Schofield,  having  recovered,  goes  back  to  take  command. 
He  is,  of  course,  deeply  mortified  at  not  being  in  the  fight. 

You  have  probably  done  all  you  can  do  until  I can  move  up  the  Ar- 
kansas and  White  Bivers  to  co-operate  with  you.  This,  I think,  cannot 
be  long,  but  everything  has  to  await  the  great  move  down  the  Missis- 
sippi. 

I congratulate  you  again,  general,  on  your  success,  in  which  your 
numerous  friends  seem  delighted. 

I remain,  general,  very  truly,  yours, 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , December  20,  1862. 

Bis  Excellency  President  Lincoln: 

In  regard  to  your  telegraphic  inquiry  as  to  the  propriety  of  relying 
entirely  on  the  Enrolled  Militia  in  Northern  Missouri,  I proceed  to  en- 
large on  my  telegraphic  reply. 

We  have  just  driven  the  rebels  out  of  Missouri,  and  hold  them  south 
by  a force  almost  continuous  along  the  southern  border  of  the  State. 
Their  anxiety  exists  to  return  to  Missouri,  where  the  wealthy  seces- 
sionists in  many  neighborhoods  are  ready  to  receive  and  replenish  them. 
In  such  neighborhoods  the  pro-slavery  influence  seeks  to  exclude  the 
Union  troops,  hoping  to  hold  their  negroes  better  under  the  Enrolled 
Militia,  many  of  whom  are  commanded  by  pro-slavery  officers.  I try 
to  study  the  surrounding  elements,  and  move  troops  away  just  as  fast  as 
I think  the  safety  of  community  will  permit,  and  will  probably  soon  with- 
draw all  or  nearly  all  the  volunteers  from  Northern  Missouri.  Another 
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trouble,  however,  intervenes.  The  Enrolled  Militia  when  in  actual  service 
are  fed  by  the  United  States,  and  levy  contributions  from  the  seces- 
sionists to  indemnify  themselves  for  losses.  It  becomes  necessary  to 
watch  these  influences,  to  prevent  feeding  unnecessary  or  false  musters, 
and  restrain  excesses  which  avarice  or  revenge  may  induce.  To  check 
these,  I may  find  it  necessary  to  j)  reserve  a small  regular  volunteer 
force.  As  the  rebels  starve  out  in  Arkansas,  they  sneak  back  with  re- 
cruiting papers  into  Missouri,  and  in  some  instances  they  have  enlisted 
in  Enrolled  Militia,  who  have  joined  them  with  muskets  furnished  by 
the  Governor.  General  Loan,  commanding  the  Central  District  (recently 
elected  to  Congress),  is  especially  troubled  and  distrustful  in  this  regard. 
Our  best  friends  are  more  afraid  of  our  kindness  than  our  severity.  The 
least  clemency  shown  to  prisoners  seems  to  create  alarm  and  remon- 
strance, and  communities  require  the  confinement  of  several  hundred  | 
troublesome  spirits  that  have  been  sent  to  prison  from  Northern  Mis- 
souri. Keep  them  confined  is  the  sentiment  of  the  people,  and  the  En-  j 
rolled  Militia  are  the  most  desperate  in  this  demand.  Force,  Mr.  Pres-  i 
ident — military  power — is  still  the  main  dependence,  and  whether  it  be 
United  States  or  State  troops  that  represent  that  power  it  does  not 
matter  much,  as  the  expense  in  one  way  or  another  mainly  falls  on  the 
United  States  Government. 

So  far  I have  got  along  without  much  difficulty  with  mixed  forces,  but  S 
I have  required  of  my  officers  and  acted  myself  with  great  caution  and  ] 
courtesy  toward  State  troops,  for  fear  of  trouble. 

The  Governor  seems  to  desire  the  sole  control  of  the  Enrolled  Militia,  | 
and  partial  control  of  the  10,000  Missouri  State  Militia,  organized  under 
Orders  96,  of  last  year. 

I,  and  all  good  Union  men,  dread  the  least  conflict  of  sovereignties, 
'which  has  been  the  cursed  argument  that  has  invoked  and  fostered  this 
infernal  rebellion.  As  commander  of  the  department,  I claim,  but  have 
not  announced  or  exercised,  the  right  to  control  any  and  all  military 
organizations  within  my  domain  whenever  they  take  up  arms.  In  time 
of  war,  this  paramount  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  should  be  main- 1 
tained,  to  prevent  bickerings  and  possible  conflicts. 

I suppose  Governor  Gamble  would  traverse  this,  and  lam  inclined 
to  think  so,  because,  in  carrying  out  your  arrangement  to  make  the  com- 1 
mander  of  the  department  a major-general  of  militia,  he  inserted  words 
in  my  commission  confining  my  functions  to  the  volunteers  mustered  in 
under  Orders  96,  thereby  attempting  to  exclude  my  authority  over  the  ! 
Enrolled  Militia.  The  theory  of  this  is  pernicious,  as  it  places  forces  in  I 
my  command  capable  of  controlling  parts  of  it ; but  I have  so  far  had ! 
very  little  trouble,  as  the  general  resolve  of  the  masses  to  stand  by  the  1 
old  flag  is  the  battle-cry  of  all.  But  as  we  go  on  to  subdue,  and  to 
enroll  and  arm  the  militia  in  the  country,  the  danger  of  variance  will 
increase,  and  the  question  of  national  sovereignty  must,  in  some  way,  \ 
be  so  clearly  settled  as  to  avoid  eternal  discord  and  strife. 

The  object  of  all  this  is  to  present  to  Your  Excellency  the  delicacy  of 
my  position,  and  the  danger  of  hasty  action  favorable  to  rebels,  who  seem 
inspired  with  ideas  of  a triumph  over  acts  of  generosity.  The  moment 
a rebel  surrenders  I am  ready  to  desist,  and  wherever  a community  can 
maintain  the  peace  with  civil  laws  and  the  Enrolled  Militia,  I shall  gladly  I 
relinquish  military  authority,  and,  on  all  occasions,  I shall  cordially 
carry  out  the  wishes  of  Your  Excellency  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  Your  Excellency’s  most  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  B.  CURTIS, 

Major  - General. 
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Washington,  December  20,  1862. 

fajor-General  Curtis  : 

You  can  use  the  forces  at  Helena  as  you  propose.  The  troops  which 
oiu  the  Mississippi  expedition  will  be  temporarily  under  the  general 
lirection  of  General  Grant. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , Mo.,  December  20,  1862. 

lear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter  : 

Dear  Sir:  I am  again  informed  that  the  Arkansas  is  rising,  and  I 
im  sure  the  White  Eiver  must  be,  as  the  tributaries  are  flush. 

I have  quite  an  army  near  Van  Buren,  and  wish,  if  possible,  to  unite 
hat  force  with  the  Helena  force,  or  I want  to  occupy  the  rebel  force  at 
Little  Bock,  so  as  to  prevent  it  from  massing  against  General  Blunt, 
tfho  is  in  Northwestern  Arkansas,  near  Van  Buren. 

The  least  move  toward  Little  Bock  will  be  an  advantage,  and  some- 
;king  may  be  done  without  impairing  the  main  move  down  the  river, 
yhich  we  must  regard  as  primary.  My  object  in  writing  is  to  ask  your 
jo-operation,  by  furnishing  light-draught  gunboats  to  go  up  either  the 
Arkansas  or  White  Biver,  or  both,  to  help  clean  them  out  and  frighten 
be  rebels  out  of  Northern  Arkansas.  I do  not  expect  to  finish  the  job 
mtil  the  force  which  goes  down  to  Vicksburg  may  be  able  to  return, 
iut  a commencement  toward  Little  Bock  will  do  geod,  and  may  deceive 
:he  rebels  in  regard  to  your  down-river  move. 

General  Gorman  will  confer  with  you. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’ ’ SAML.  B.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , December  20,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  A.  Gorman,  Helena , ArJc.: 

General  : I want  the  interior  move  toward  Little  Bock  made  imme- 
diately, but,  as  I have  promised  the  down-river  expedition  certain  aid, 
it  is  to  be  subordinate  to  that.  Twelve  thousand  are  to  go  down  river ; 
the  remainder  must  hold  Helena  and  move  west.  I will  send  down  forces 
to  augment  the  strength.  You  will  move  cautiously  interior,  but  try  to 
occupy  the  attention  of  Holmes,  so  as  to  prevent  him  from  sending  his 
force  to  Hindman.  Eor  this  purpose  begin  to  move  immediately.  There 
are  said  to  be  twelve  regiments  of  rebels  at  Old  Post,  eight  near  Browns- 
ville, and  a gun  on  the  railroad,  mounted  on  platform  car.  I name  these 
as  particular  objects  of  attention.  There  are  also  eight  or  ten  regiments 
near  Brownsville,  and  three  batteries  near  Little  Bock.  It  is  also  said 
that  the  Arkansas  ishigh  at  VanBuren.  I suppose  you  may  be  able  to  get 
Bear-Admiral  Porter  to  co-operate  by  sending  some  boats  up  either  White 
Biver  or  the  Arkansas,  or  both.  I will  write  him  also.  Understand 
me,  I want  to  co-operate  with  Blunt,  and  perhaps  with  Davidson,  but 
you  are  to  move  slowly  and  cautiously,  in  view  of  probable  help,  which 
is  to  return  after  the  Mississippi  is  cleaned  out.  At  the  same  time  it  is 
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not  necessary  to  wait  tlie  move  down  river.  Your  quartermaster  must 
gather  up  transport  boats  of  suitable  draught,  and  they  must  be  protected 
by  planking  pilot-house  and  placing  bales  of  hay  around  boilers  and  en- 
gines. I want  to  hear  from  you  as  soon  and  often  as  possible.  This 
immediate  move  toward  Little  Eock  will  i>erhaps  divert  from  the  main 
move  down  the  Mississippi,  besides  securing  ulterior  objects,  to  which  1 
have  alluded.  I have  just  spoken  to  the  quartermaster  to  send  down 
more  light  draught  boats  to  aid  your  movements  up  the  rivers.  I will 
write  again  soon. 

lam,  general,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  32.  i Saint  Louis , Mo.,  December  20,  1862. 

The  demand  for  fuel  for  steamboats  engaged  in  the  public  and  Gov- 
ernment service  requires  that  proprietors  of  wood-yards  be  specially 
encouraged  to  increase  their  supply  of  wood  on  the  river  banks.  Own-, 
ers  and  masters  of  steamboats  traversing  rivers  in  the  Department  of 
the  Missouri  will  be  required  to  make  payment  in  cash  for  all  wood  re- 
ceived by  them  at  any  wood-yard  on  the  banks  of  any  river  within  this 
department.  Such  payments,  at  a reasonable  price,  must  be  made  on  the 
delivery  of  the  wood.  The  refusal  or  neglect  to  make  such  reasonable 
compensation  upon  receiving  the  fuel  will  subject  owners  and  masters 
of  steamboats  to  arrest  and  punishment,  and  their  property  to  seizure 
and  confiscation,  at  the  discretion  of  the  general  commanding  the  de- 
partment. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Curtis: 

H.  Z.  CUETIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant ■ General. 


Helena,  Ark.,  December  22, 18G2. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis: 

Dear  Sir:  The  advance  I wrote  to  you  of  a few  days  ago  is  being 
sent  forward  with  commendable  zeal.  The  preparation  is  large,  and  yet 
I think  there  will  be  but  little  fighting  to  get  possession  of  Vicksburg. 

A considerable  baud  of  guerrillas  still  lurk  around  here,  committing 
all  kinds  of  depredations.  Last  evening  a company  of  the  Sixth 
Missouri  were  on  picket  duty  on  the  Saint  Francis  road,  26  strong, 
and  were  attacked  by  this  band  of  thieves,  and  23  of  the  26  killed  and 
wounded,  3 only  making  their  escape. 

I still  learn  from  secesh  that  all  the  troops  in  this  State  are  under 
Marmaduke  and  Hindman,  in  the  northwest  of  this  State,  and  contem- 
plate an  attack  on  Missouri.  The  officers  still  continue  to  stimulate 
their  men  with  the  promise  of  leading  them  to  Saint  Louis  to  winter. 
Too  strict  a watch  cannot  be  kept  on  them,  as  they  will  try  no  doubt 
to  come  Steward  over  the  Federal -troops  by  making  raids  past  our  lines, 
as  they  are  very  destitute  and  growing  desperate.  All  kinds  of  mean- 
ness is  xiracticed  here,  from  the  value  of  a jack-knife  to  a mule,  and  but 
for  the  strict  watch  that  is  kept  a wholesale  business  would  be  done. 
More  anon. 


H.  J.  BEOOKS. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , December  22,  1862. 


Brig.  Gen.  W.  A.  Gorman,  Helena , Arlt. : 

General  : I suppose  my  former  letters  advise  you  fully  of  my  plans. 
Helena  must  be  held  as  my  main  river  depot,  it  being  tbe  only  high  land 
below  Cape  Girardeau,  on  tbe  west  side  of  tbe  river.  All  other  points 
are  overflowed  and  may  be  so  for  twenty  days,  for  tbe  rains,  tbank  for- 
tune, are  beginning  to  fail. 

I have  also  explained  to  you  my  objects  so  far  as  clearing  out  -North- 
ern Arkansas  are  concerned.  Your  interior  movement  is  for  that  pur- 
pose. Little  Eock  may  be  an  incident,  but  I want  to  drive  the  rebels 
from  tbe  north  side  first  of  all  things,  my  immediate  object  being  to  pre- 
vent tbe  Austin  force  joining  Hindman. 

General  Blair’s  forces  must  go  with  General  Sherman’s  force  to  make 
up  tbe  12,000,  which  is  all  I can  spare  if  I do  anything  interior,  as  I am 
trying  to  do.  This  is  the  more  necessary,  as  I am  now  obliged  to  re 
enforce  Columbus.  Twelve  thousand  is  the  whole  number  to  go  in  down- 
river column.  The  remainder  must  hold  Helena,  and  work  west  slowly 


and  cautiously,  as  I wrote  you  recently,  to  wait,  if  need  be,  other  re  en- 
forcements, which  I will  send  ; or  to  fall  back  and  re-enforce  down-river 
or  up-river  movements,  if  circumstances  require.  The  rains  will  proba- 
bly render  the  roads  bad,  and  I understand  the  bridges  have  been 
burned  west  of  Helena ; still,  the  teams  and  artillery  will  have  to  move 
by  land,  as  I cannot  get  boats  enough.  I am  sending,  however,  a lot  of 
light-draught  boats  suitable  for  White  and  Arkansas  Eivers. 

I am,  general,  in  haste,  very  truly  yours, 

- SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Department  of  Tennessee, 

No.  14.  J Holly  Springs , Miss.,  December  22,  1862. 

By  direction  of  the  General-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  the  troops  in 
this  department,  including  those  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri 
operating  on  the  Mississippi  Biver,  are  hereby  divided  into  four  army 
corps,  as  follows : 

1st.  The  troops  composing  the  Ninth  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Mor- 
gan commanding;  the  Tenth  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  A,  J.  Smith  com- 
manding, and  all  other  troops  operating  on  the  Mississippi  Biver  below 
Memphis  not  included  in  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  constitute  the 
Thirteenth  Army  Corps,  under  the  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Mc- 
Cleruand. 

2d.  The  Fifth  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  Morgan  L.  Smith  commanding; 
the  division  from  Helena,  Ark.,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  F.  Steele,  and 
the  forces  in  the  District  of  Memphis,  will  constitute  the  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps,  and  be  commanded  byr  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman. 

******* 

i 

By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant : 

JNO.  A.  EAWL1NS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Saint  Louis,  December  23,  1862. 

General  Davies,  Columbus  : 

I started  two  infantry  regiments  and  a cavalry  company",  with  howit- 
zers, last  evening ; they  ought  to  reach  you  this  evening.  Another 
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infantry  regiment  starts  to  day.  These  troops  generally  belong  to  Gen-  , 
eral  Fisk’s  brigade,  who  will  follow  in  a day  or  two,  and  report  to  you  j 
for  temporary  duty  and  to  care  for  his  troops  and  complete  their  organ- 
ization. How  are  you  as  to  safety  1 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  December  23, 1862. 
Brigadier-Generals  Blunt,  Herron,  and  Schofield  : 

General  Gorman,  now  commanding  at  Helena,  informs  me  that  Me-  ) 
Culloch,  with  about  8,000  troops,  started  from  Little  Eock  about  the 
10th  to  re-enforce  Hindman.  Be  on  the  alert.  Do  not  venture  too  far 
at  present.  I am  trying  to  secure  a diversion  or  co-operation.  If  nec-  ; 
essary,  fall  back  toward  Crane  Creek.  General  Schofield  will  join  you 
soon,  with  full  information  as  to  my  purposes. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena , December  23,  1862. 

Major-General  Curtis  : 

General  : General  Sherman,  with  21,000  men  from  Memphis,  and 
13,000  more  from  here,  got  off  last  night  from  here.  All  well  fitted  out, 
and  with  thirty  days’  rations,  which  made  a fleet  of  seventy  steamers. 
They  will  land  in  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo,  and  go  up  a few  miles  before 
debarking,  and  then  strike  at  the  railroad  between  Vicksburg  and 
Grenada, cut  it, if  possible, and  hold  it;  while  General  Banks  is  known 
to  be  below  Vicksburg  and  above  New  Orleans.  The  capture  of  Holly 
Springs  must  be  embarrassing  to  Major-General  Grant,  but  it  is  believed 
to  be  only  temporary.  I have  exhausted  my  command  to  fully  meet 
General  Sherman’s  wishes,  and  I am  glad  to  say  that  the  general  has 
expressed  his  very  high  satisfaction  at  my  response.  I had  every  part 
of  the  force  to  be  sent  from  here  fully  ready  and  on  board  when  he  got 
here. 

I am  so  weak  in  forces  now  that  it  invites  attack.  I have  only  4,000 
effective  men  (infantry)  and  3,000  effective  cavalry  and  twenty-four  field 
pieces ; but  I am  specially  requested  by  General  Grant  and  General 
Sherman  to  send  one  or  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  2,000  cavalry 
to  Friar’s  Point;  the  infantry  to  hold  the  place,  while  the  cavalry  scout 
and  scour  the  country  from  there  to  the  Tallahatchee,  and  down  some 
distance,  and  for  the  purpose  of  opening  communication  with  General 
Grant.  This  I have  promised  to  do,  and,  in  fact,  I regard  it  as  highly 
important  that  this  be  done ; but  this  force  will  not  remain  longer  than 
a week  or  ten  days,  if  successful.  I hope  you  have  anticipated  my  sit- 
uation, and,  as  you  said  in  your  dispatch  of  the  9th  instant,  u will  urge 
a supply  of  new  forces.”  I can  only  hover  on  the  edge  of  Helena,  and 
fight  guerrillas  and  Texas  cavalry.  They  drove  in  my  pickets  yester- 
day evening,  and  again  this  evening.  I have  sent  a large  force  after 
them,  but  I cannot  go  far  off*.  This  force  ought,  by  all  means,  to  be 
moved  to  Napoleon,  as  I have  urged  before. 

The  admiral  has  not  left  me  even  one  gunboat,  and  that  invites  raids 
at  least. 

General  Sherman  told  me  that  he  expected  they  would  attack  me 
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iere,  as  lie  knew  it  to  be  their  plan  ten  days  since,  to  come  in  behind 
3rant,  and  behind  me,  or  attack  us,  and  then  try  to  get  to  Memphis. 
Therefore,  as  a matter  of  caution,  and  justice  to  this  force  and  myselr, 
[ hope  you  will  order  more  forces  here,  say  General  Davidson  s com- 
mand, and  that  they  come  by  way  of  Crowley’s  Ridge  or  by  Saint  Louis. 
At  all  events,  if  I am  to  do  any  more  than  lay  here  in  this  wonderfully 
muddy  hole,  I must  have  another  division  of  infantry,  when  I can  go 
to  Post  Arkansas  and  Little  Rock,  if  ordered. 

I am,  general,  yours  truly,  w ^ G()RMAN) 

Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , December  23,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  A.  Gorman,  Helena , ArTc.: 

General  : I am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  15th  instant,  giving  an 
account  of  the  assault  on  and  capture  of  our  pickets,  23  in  number.  I 
hope  it  will  prove  a warning  to  our  pickets,  although  it  cost  us  dearly. 
Neighborhoods  should  be  held  responsible  for  such  rascality.  The  citi- 
zens must  know  of  such  incursions,  and,  if  they  conceal,  deserve  ven- 
geance. 

I am  also  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  19th,  giving  the  movements  ot 
McCulloch  to  re-enforce  Hindman.  I have  telegraphed  General  Blunt 
to  put  him  on  his  guard.  I understand  the  down-river  move  is  start- 
ing. Celerity  of  movement  is  of  great  importance,  but  I hope  precau- 
tions against  assaults  from  the  shore  will  also  be  carefully  provided  for. 
There  has  been  so  much  newspaper  spread-eagle  talk  about  the  down- 
river move,  I fear  it  is  anticipated  by  overwhelming  forces.  I have  been 
required  to  re-enforce  Columbus,  and  have,  therefore,  stopped  some  of 
General  Blair’s  and  other  troops  to  take  care  of  General  Grant’s  rear. 
I am  really  afraid  I will  be  too  much  crippled  to  do  anything  in  my  own 
department.  Everybody  draws  on  me. 

I suppose  you  are  pretty  well  posted  as  to  my  plans.  I have  now  the 
cordial  support  of  everybody  at  Washington,  according  to  these  moves, 
but  the  raid  on  the  railroads  in  Tennessee  may  require  some  change  or 
delay. 

Keep  me  informed  of  everything,  and  I will  do  all  in  my  power  to 
strengthen  and  support  you. 

It  is  still  raining  and  the  streams  are  rising ; all  which  I hope  will 
prosper  our  down-river  movements. 

I have  not  heard  from  General  Blunt  for  several  days,  owing  to  the 
storms  having  destroyed  the  telegraph  lines. 

Davidson  has  been  delayed  because  of  a great  flood,  which  carried  off 
our  bridges,  but  I am  adopting  a more  favorable  line. 

I am,  general,  very  truly,  yours, 

SAML.  R.  CfJRTIS, 

Major-General. 


[December  23,  1862. — For  Gorman  to  Grant,  in  reference  to  expedi- 
tion to  the  Tallahateliee  River,  Mississippi,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XVII, 
Part  II,  p.  464.] 
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Washington,  December  2 4,  1802. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Mo. : 

Columbus  is  reported  as  in  danger  of  an  attack.  Re-enforce  it  with 
your  available  forces.  The  movement  must  be  prompt. 

H.  W.  UALLECK, 

General-in - Chief. 


Saint  Louis,  December  24, 1862 — 4 p.  m. 

Major-General  Halleck  : 

I am  doing  all  I possibly  can  for  Columbus. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , December  24,  1862.* 

[Maj.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes  :] 

General:  Yours  of  the  7 th  instant,  containing  slips  from  the  Mem- 
phis Appeal  of  the  3d  ultimo,  containing  an  account,  purporting  to  be 
derived  from  the  Palmyra  (Missouri)  Courier,  of  the  murder  of  ten  Con-  ; 
federate  citizens  of  Missouri,  by  order  of  General  McNeil,  of  the  U.  S. 
Army,  and  also  saying  you  are  instructed  to  ascertain  from  me  “ whether 
the  facts  are  as  stated,”  and  requesting  me  to  give  you  “ full  information 
in  regard  to  the  circumstances  related,”  is  duly  received. 

General  McNeil  is  a State  general,  and  his  column  was  mainly  State  j 
troops.  The  matter  has  therefore  never  come  to  my  official  notice. 
His  proceedings  seem  to  have  been  a kind  of  police  resentment  against  ! 
citizens  of  Missouri  who  had  violated  paroles  and  engaged  in  robbery 
and  murder,  and  has  only  been  presented  by  such  newspaper  reports  as 
you  have  sent  me.  I transmit  to  you  a slip  from  the  Palmyra  Courier  I 
of  the  12tli  instant,  signed  by  William  R.  Strachan,  provost-marshal, 
which  further  describes  the  affair,  but  I am  not  so  informed  of  the  facts  j 
as  to  say  whether  the  slips  are  true  or  false.  Being  thus  explained  by 
the  provost-marshal,  I am  not  disposed  to  meddle  with  it,  and  am  not 
therefore  authorized  to  admit  or  deny,  justify  or  condemn.  Neither  do 
I admit  that  the  papers  justify  you  or  your  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  in  any  inquiry  as  to  this  treatment  of  disorderly  citizens  in  Mis- 
souri, where  you  have  no  force  and  no  organization  of  forces.  Porter’s 
gang  was  raised  on  the  occasion  of  enrolling  the  militia,  it  being  mainly  | 
persons  who  wished  to  resist  the  State  enrollment  by  a kind  of  State  ; 
mutiny. 

Persons  pretending  to  hold  commissions  from  the  Confederate  author- 
ities to  recruit,  who  come  without  uniforms,  concealing  themselves 
within  my  lines,  are  spies,  and  if  taken  will  be  shot.  Persons  in  the 
State,  who  congregate  without  commissions  of  any  kind,  to  steal  and 
rob,  under  the  color  of  warfare,  have  deserved  death,  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, after  being  paroled  and  taken  a second  time,  they  have  been 
summarily  disposed  of  by  an  indignant  and  outraged  community.  Such, 

I understand,  was  the  case  at  Palmyra,  where  the  authorities  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  are  competent  to  punish  her  criminals  and  protect  her 
, — - a 

* The  letter  actually  sent  appears  to  have  been  that  dated  December  27,  p.  879,  which  I 
see,  as  that  one  is  recorded  in  letter-book  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  and  a copy 
of  it  was  forwarded  to  Washington  by  General  Curtis  January  1,  18(13.  The  above 
was  found  in  the  miscellaneous  papers  of  th^it  department,  but  is  not  recorded  in  the 
letter-book,  and  may  have  been  the  original  draught  of  the  letter  of  December  27. 
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citizens ; and  you  exert  no  power,  except  it  may  be  some  encouragement 
to  rogues,  who  hope  to  escape  from  justice  by  running  into  your  lines. 

When  persons  are  condemned  to  be  shot  by  Federal  authority,  the 
proceedings  have  to  be  approved  by  the  President,  but  no  case  of  this 
sort  has  arisen  under  my  command. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

SAML.  K.  CUBTIS, 

Major-General. 

[Inolosure.] 

Vindication  of  General  McNeil. 

Headquarters  Provost-Marshal, 

Palmyra , ilfo.,  December  10,  1862. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  New  Yorlc  Times  : 

Sir  : Noticing  in  your  issue  of  December  1 an  extended  extract  from 
foreign  papers,  accompanied  by  an  editorial,  upon  the  execution  of  ten 
rebels  at  this  place,  which  extract  and  editorial  appear  based  upon  an 
entire  misconstruction  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  thereby  casting 
grave  censure  upon  a meritorious  officer,  I am  led  (having  by  position 
at  the  time  an  opportunity  of  knowing  everything  connected  with  the 
transaction),  out  of  regard  to  the  truth  of  history,  and  to  do  justice  to 
General  McNeil,  to  address  you  on  the  subject.  It  is  very  difficult  for 
men  removed  thousands  of  miles  from  the  scene  of  action — men  who 
are  placed  in  a locality  where  law  and  order  prevail,  where  loyalty  is 
universal — to  begin  even  to  appreciate  slightly  the  deep  malice,  the 
enormous  crimes,  the  treacheries,  the  assassinations,  the  perjuries  that 
invariably  have  characterized  those,  especially  in  Missouri,  who  have 
taken  up  arms  avowedly  to  destroy  their  Government. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  here  in  Missouri  our  Government  commenced  by 
extending  toward  the  rebels  in  our  midst  every  kindness,  and  a degree 
of  clemency  that  soon  caused  it  to  be  much  safer,  in  every  part  of  our 
State,  to  be  a rebel  than  to  be  a Union  man.  Every  neighborhood  was 
coeiced,  whilst  the  Government  was  maintaining  within  the  State  a 
large  force,  at  no  time  less  than  50,000  men,  and  often  largely  over- 
running those  figures.  Still  treason  continued  rampant,  traitors  pub- 
licly held  forth  on  the  clemency  with  which  they  were  treated,  regarding 
it  as  proof  and  confession  of  the  weakness  of  the  Government,  that  she 
dare  not  hurt  any  one.  Union  men  and  their  families  were  forced  to 
leave  their  homes  and  their  all  and  fly  for  protection  and  for  life  to  the 
loyal  States.  I have  seen  hundreds  of  wagons  on  their  way  to  Illinois 
and  other  States — families  who  had  lived  in  independent  circumstances 
forced  to  live  on  corn-meal  and  water  and  beg  their  way  along.  The 
Union  troops,  by  their  kindness,  were  absolutely  offering  a premium  to 
treason  and  to  crime.  Their  presence,  under  the  orders  they  were  forced 
to  act  on,  became,  instead  of  protection,  absolutely  a terrible  evil. 
Union  men  dared  not  give  the  troops  information ; assassination  was 
sure  to  follow.  Things  went  on  from  bad  to  worse.  Soon  the  scoun- 
drels began  the  innocent  pastime  of  shooting  into  passenger-cars,  of 
burning  railroad  bridges,  not  as  a military  necessity,  but  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  murder.  Hundreds  of  non-combatants  were  crippled  and  mur- 
dered— wives  made  insane  by  the  enormous  outrages  they  committed. 
Some  of  the  men  perpetrating  these  hideous  crimes  were  caught.  I 
participated  in  the  action  of  the  commission  appointed  to  try  them. 
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They  were  proved  guilty  and  sentenced  to  be  shot;  the  sentence  ap-  j 
proved  by  General  Halleck,  commanding  Department  of  the  Mississippi ; j 
that  sentence  delayed  in  its  execution,  and  not  carried  out  to  this  day. 
Some  of  these  miscreants  have  even  been  turned  loose  once  more. 
Such  clemency  proved  to  be  the  most  horrid  cruelty.  The  unfortunates  j 
of  our  State  who,  in  their  heart  of  hearts,  held  that  loyalty  to  their ' 
Govern  men  t was  a sacred  and  holy  duty  that  they  could  not  cast  aside, 
began  to  look  at  one  another  in  surprise  and  horror.  Will  our  Govern-  : 
ment  never  understand  our  situation?  Will  it  continue  to  strengthen 
the  cause  of  the  robbers  and  murderers?  What  is  to  become  of  us? 
Stout-hearted  men,  whose  families  would  not  permit  of  leaving,  sat  1 
down  in  the  midst  of  their  household  gods  and  shed  tears  of  hopeless 
agony.  Midnight  parties  had  come  round  and  absolutely  disarmed 
every  man  of  even  half-way  loyalty.  Their  horses  and  wagons,  their 
only  available  means  of  transit,  were  stolen  from  them.  During  this 
time  our  troops  would  take  prisoner  after  prisoner.  I,  myself,  acting 
as  provost-marshal- general  of  the  District  of  Northeastern  Missouri,  ad- 
ministered the  oath  of  allegiance  to  several  thousand  traitors,  and  took 
bonds  for  observance  of  the  oath  to  the  amount  of  over  $1,000,000 ; still,, 
no  stop  to  the  outrages  of  the  rebels.  Finally,  General  Schofield,  whom 
all  who  know  must  admit  to  be  a gentleman  of  remarkable  kindness  of 
heart,  began  to  come  up  to  the  exigency  of  the  times,  and  issued  Gen- 
eral Orders,  No.  18,  an  extract  from  which  appears  hereinafter.  That 
order  has,  I believe,  never  been  countermanded,  and  is  in  force  to  this  i 
day. 

As  a specimen  of  our  situation,  let  me  inform  you  that  an  old  Baptist 
preacher,  named  Wheat,  was  murdered  by  a rebel  gang  within  5 or  6 
miles  of  Palmyra,  his  body  mutilated  and  his  person  robbed  of  some 
$800;  that  a farmer  named  Carter,  living  in  an  adjoining  county,  sus-  j 
pected  of  having  given  information  which  led  to  thb  arrest  of  a noto- 
rious  bridge-burner  and  railroad  destroyer,  was  shot  in  his  own  door- 
yard  and  in  the  presence  of  his  wife  and  children ; that  a Mr.  Preston, 
living  but  a few  miles  from  the  same  neighborhood,  was  taken  off  by  a 
gang  of  these  men,  whom  you  seem  desirous  of  recognizing  as  honorable 
belligerents,  and  murdered,  leaving  an  amiable  wife  and  four  very  in- 
teresting  little  children  to  cry  for  vengeance  upon  the  assassins  of  their 
father.  A Mr.  Pratt,  living  a few  miles  north  of  Palmyra,  a very  intel- 
ligent farmer,  unfortunately  an  emigrant  from  Massachusetts,  and  a 
man  of  the  very  highest  moral  character,  but  guilty  of  being  an  un- 
swerving Union  man,  was  murdered,  leaving  a widow  and  six  children 
to  mourn  his  loss.  A Mr.  Spires,  an  aged  man,  over  seventy  years,  one 
of  the  oldest  citizens  of  Shelby  County  (adjoining  the  county  of  which  i 
Palmyra  is  the  shire-town),  was  taken  from  his  house  and  hung,  and 
his  body  mutilated.  Other  citizens  of  that  county,  and  those  of  the 
highest  standing,  were  taken  out  and  hung  until  life  was  nearly  extinct. 
A man  named  Spaight  was  taken  out,  stripped,  and  brutally  whipped. 
A large  body  of  these  rebels  went  into  the  town  of  Canton,  in  Lewis 
County,  a town  not  garrisoned,  and  murdered  William  Carnegy,  a lead- 
ing merchant  and  universally  respected,  but  tainted  to  them  with  the 
leprosy  of  loyalty.  Porter,  at  the  head  of  several  thousand  of  these 
guerrillas,  went  into  Memphis,  also  not  garrisoned,  seized  a Dr.  Ayl- 
ward,  the  prominent  Union  man  of  that  locality,  and  hung  him,  with  a 
halter  made  of  hickory  bark,  until  he  was  dead.  1 

I could  give  a long  list  of  crimes  the  most  horrid  committed  by  these 
scoundrels,  that  would  make  even  fiends  in  hell  shudder.  Their  robberies 
and  devastations  you,  in  New  York,  cannot  even  conceive  of ; but  when 
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I say  there  were  thousands  upon  thousands  of  these  men ; that  they  had 
no  money;  that  they  subsisted  wholly  by  robbery,  you  may  approximate 
toward  an  estimate  ; and  all  this  in  a State  that  refused  to  secede  from 
the  Union,  hundreds  of  miles  inside  of  the  Federal  lines.  General  McNeil 
with  a small  force  was  pursuing  them,  not  like  the  advance  of  a force  in 
all  the  upomp  and  circumstance  of  glorious  war,”  but  at  the  rate  of  45 
miles  per  day,  often  camping  at  10  p.  m.,  and  breaking  camp  at  2 a.  m. 
Finally  he  caught  them  at  Kirksville,  and  effectually  crushed  them,  the 
guerrillas  losing  over  700  men,  killed  and  wounded.  The  next  day  15 
men,  caught  with  arms  in  their  hands,  murder  in  their  hearts,  and  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  Government  in  their  pockets, 
were  tried  and  shot. 

In  the  particular  case  of  Andrew  Allsman,  he  was  a man  upward  of 
sixty  years  of  age,  taken  from  his  family  and  murdered.  Of  the  ten  men 
executed,  one  of  them  was  one  of  the  party  who  murdered  Mr.  Pratt, 
above  alluded  to.  The  other  nine  men  were  all  caught  with  arms,  and 
all  of  them  had  been  once  pardoned  for  their  former  treason  by  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  had  deliberately  per- 
jured themselves  by  going  out  again — the  very  oath  they  took  expressly 
stipulating  that  “ death  would  be  the  penalty  for  a violation  of  this  their 
solemn  oath  and  parole  of  honor.”  Now,  sir,  are  such  men  entitled  to 
the  consideration  of  honorable  warfare  (as  you  seem  to  think  in  your 
criticisms),  or  are  they  not  rather  to  be  treated  as  outlaws  and  beyond 
the  pale  of  civilization  ? And,  sir,  living  as  we  do  in  Missouri,  in  times 
of  red  revolution,  assassination,  rapine,  in  violation  of  all  laws,  both 
human  and  divine,  acts  of  justice  necessarily  assume  the  garb  of  sever- 
ity, and  the  more  severe  to  the  criminal  the  more  merciful  to  the  com- 
munity. And  now,  in  view  of  the  facts  that  I have  alluded  to,  publish- 
ing as  you  do  a loyal  paper  in  a loyal  State,  a thousand  miles  removed 
from  the  scenes  of  these  outrages,  can  you  unthinkingly  join  in  the  howl 
raised  by  the  full-fledged  and  semi  traitors  in  our  midst  against  such 
or  any  other  acts  that  insure  the  punishment  of  treason  and  traitors? 

Had  one-half  the  severity  practiced  by  the  rebels  on  the  Union  men  of 
Tennessee,  Arkansas,  and  Missouri  been  meted  out  in  return  to  them, 
every  trace  of  treason  would  ere  this  have  been  abolished  from  our  land. 
Good  cause  have  the  rebels  to  grumble  at  that  which  blasts  at  once 
every  prospect  they  might  have  had  for  ultimate  success.  What  is  war  ? 
Is  it  anything  but  retaliation  ? Must  we  allow  our  enemies,  the  enemies 
of  liberty  and  republicanism,  to  outrage  all  the  laws  of  war,  and  not 
take  some  steps  to  show  them  the  propriety  of  adhering  to  those  laws  ? 
Emissaries  from  the  rebellious  States  have  come  into  our  midst,  forming 
secret  associations,  swearing  citizens  of  a State  that  would  not  secede 
from  the  Union  not  to  respect  any  oath  or  obligation  made  to  the  Fed- 
eral Government.  Men  enjoying  the  disgrace  of  a commission  from  the 
rebel  Government  have  traveled  through  our  land,  hundreds  of  miles 
inside  of  the  Federal  lines,  swearing  men,  singly  and  in  squads,  by 
stealth  and  in  secret,  into  the  Confederate  service,  with  instructions  to 
go  home  and  wait  until  called  on.  These  men,  thus  sworn  in,  continued 
day  by  day  to  pass  themselves  on  us  as  loyal  citizens,  while  by  night 
they  turned  out  and  harassed  their  Union  neighbors. 

Supx>ose  officers  from  the  Confederate  Army  should  go  through  New 
York  recruiting  in  the  same  manner,  or  suppose  Federal  officers  in 
disguise  should  visit  Georgia  and  commence  raising  bodies  of  men, 
ostensibly  for  Government  service,  but  in  reality  to  create  disturbance 
in  the  community — to  rob,  murder,  and  destroy,  what  treatment  would 
they  receive?  Would  shooting  them  or  hanging  them  be  considered 
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such  a butchery  ? Was  Washington,  when  lie  signed  the  order  for  the 
execution  of  Major  Andr6,  to  be  considered  the  original  Haynau? 

Mr.  Editor,  if  you  could  have  been  a witness  to  many  scenes  that 
attended  General  McNeil’s  visit  to  the  various  posts  of  his  district, 
made  but  two  weeks  since,  when  he  traversed  the  whole  country  on 
horseback,  attended  by  but  two  orderlies,  when  old  men  would  come  j 
out  of  their  farm  houses,  shake  hands  with  the  general,  call  down  bless- 
ings  upon  him,  ask  him  to  delay  so  that  their  wives  could  come  out  j 
and  thank  him  for  executing  justice,  which  had  enabled  them  to  come 
back  once  more  to  their  homes,  instead  of  indulging  in  editorials  so 
harshly  condemnatory  of  that  which  you  did  not  understand,  1 think  1 
you  would  have  fancied  you  had  just  perceived  the  principle  which 
must  prevail  to  crush  this  rebellion,  and  bring  back  to  us  our  fast  wast- 
ing  prosperity.  We  here,  in  the  West,  have  been  forced  to  realize  the 
horrors  of  revolution.  They  have  been  forced  on  the  loyal  men  of  Mis- 
souri against  their  desires  and  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  Federal 
Government.  In  addition,  we  think  we  are  fighting  a battle  for  the ' 
world,  for  humanity,  for  civilization,  for  religion,  for  the  honor  of  our 
forefathers,  for  republics,  a battle  in  which  the  welfare  of  the  myriads 
of  sons  of  men  who  are  to  come  after  us  in  every  age  and  country  is 

at  stake.  „ , . ...  , 

General  McNeil  has  even  in  the  early  part  of  this  terrible  war  been 
censured  from  headquarters  for  being  too  lenient  toward  the  rebels.  . 
Time  and  experience  proved  to  him  that  in  order  to  save  bloodshed  it 
was  necessary  to  show  some  examples  of  severe  punishment,  and  the 1 
result,  in  giving  security  to  persons  and  property  of  loyal  men  in  our 
section,  has  amply  justified  the  steps  taken  by  him.  Do  you  suppose  | 
that  a rebellion  that  in  this  late  day  has  ventured  to  employ  the  scalp- 
ing  knife  of  the  savage  in  its  service,  that  commenced  in  fraud,  that  I 
has  sustained  itself  from  the  commencement  by  robbery,  that  has  prac- 
ticed extermination  and  banishment  and  confiscation  toward  citizens 
that  ventured  to  remain  true  to  their  original  allegiance,  can  be  put 
down  without  somebody  being  hurt  ? Let  me  ask  of  you  to  do  justice 
to  a kind  and  brave  officer,  who  has  simply  dared  to  do  his  duty,  and 
in  doing  so  has  obtained  the  thanks  and  deepest  feelings  of  gratitude' 
from  every  loyal  man  in  Northern  Missouri.  Suppose  foreign  journals! 
dub  him  the  American  Haynau.  Let  the  Government,  out  of  regard  tor 
the  feelings  of  a grateful  people,  emulate  the  example  of  Austria,  who 
created  Haynau  a marshal  of  the  Empire,  and  give  to  General  McNeil, 
a division,  with  permission  to  go  down  into  Dixie  and  bid  Jefferson 
Davis  come  and  take  him.  Take  my  word  for  it,  thousands  upon  thou- 
sands of  the  hardy  sons  of  the  West  will  flock  to  his  standard,  and 
treason  upon  the  sunny  plains  of  the  South  will  find  at  last  that  scourge' 
of  God  which  it  so  well  merits. 

This  rebellion  and  its  settlement  belong  exclusively  to  the  American 
people.  Governments  that  are  based  upon  political  principles  opposed 
to  our  own  cannot  have  the  right  of  interference  that  disinterestedness 
would  give.  The  roarings  of  the  British  lion,  liis  criticisms  and  his  opin- 
ions, are,  therefore,  alike  immaterial.  Nations  in  their  political  decisions 
and  efforts  are  rarely  governed  by  anything  but  their  self-interest,  no  mat- 
ter how  loud  they  mouth  about  their  virtues.  And  such  articles  as  those* 
in  the  London  Times,  Star,  and  other  English  papers  come  with  a bail 
grace  from  a Government  that  justified  the  lashiug  of  Sepoys  to  the  can- 
non’s mouth  and  blowing  their  mangled  bodies  in  fragments  througu 
the  air — the  outrages  committed  by  those  Sepoys  not  being  one  iota 
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<reater  than  those  committed  by  the  rebels  in  our  land ; with  this  differ- 
ence, that  the  one  was  the  work  of  ignorance  and  a religious  fanaticism, 
>erformed  by  an  enslaved  and  half-civilized  race,  while  our  rebels  and 
nurderers  have  claimed  to  be  our  brothers,  are  enlightened,  enjoyed 
he  same  rights  and  privileges  that  we  have  enjoyed,  and  in  a day  could, 
is  it  were,  reinstate  themselves  and  our  whole  country  in  the  possession 
ind  enjoyment  not  only  of  peace  and  harmony,  but  of  all  the  rights,  privi- 
eges,  and  independence  that  freemen  can  or  should  enjoy.  These  terrible 
butcheries”  ( i . e.,  the  just  punishing  of  guerrillas,  assassins,  and  vio- 
ators  of  parole)  have  finally  restored  safety  here.  Since  the  public  exe- 
;ution  of  the  ten  men  at  Palmyra,  not  a murder  nor  a single  personal 
►utrage  to  a Union  man  has  been  committed  in  Northeastern  Missouri, 
>r  since  the  rebels  learned  what  would  be  the  price  of  a Union  man’s  life, 
hree  months  ago,  for  it  is  that  time  since  official  notice  was  served  on 
hem  of  what  would  be  done  if  Allsman  was  not  returned  to  his  home, 
,nd  that  the  decimal  system  would  be  carried  out  for  each  loyal  non- 
ombatant  that  should  subsequently  be  murdered  by  them,  so  long  as 
guerrillas  could  be  found  in  the  district.  “ Yerily  a tree  shall  be  known 
iy  its  fruits.”  A wise  punishment  has  once  more  enabled  the  dove  of 
>eace  to  hover  over  our  households,  unterrified.  Guerrillas  in  this  dis- 
rict  found  their  vocation  gone.  Traitors  began  at  last  to  recognize 
hat  the  oath  of  loyalty  meant  something.  They  scattered  for  security 
hrough  Illinois,  and  even  there  could  not  cease  their  career  of  crime, 
t was  but  yesterday  that  I delivered  to  the  authorities  of  Pike  County, 
llinois,  three  young  men  raised  in  this  county,  and  of  very  respectable 
so  far  as  wealth  and  intelligence  goes),  but  not  loyal,  families,  sworn- 
nembers  of  Porter’s  guerrillas,  who  had  been  with  him  in  every  action. 
Vhen  a proposition  is  made  to  them  to  murder  an  aged  farmer  who  had 
generously  extended  to  them  the  hospitalities  of  his  house,  they  never 
hudder,  show  no  indignation,  but  coolly  proceed  to  commit  a murder 
hat  for  atrocity  and  horror  cannot  be  exceeded  throughout  the  annals 
»f  crime.  You  will,  in  the  paper  publishing  this,  see  the  confession  of 
»ne  of  these  three  specimens  of  Southern  chivalry.  If  the  authorities  of 
llinois  proceed  to  execute  these  three  murderers,  in  retaliation  for  the 
ourder  of  Mr.  Pearson,  a ratio  of  three  for  one,  will  it  be  cause  for  an 
ndignant  editorial  against  those  authorities'?  Say  not,  Mr.  Editor,  that 
he  last  case  will  be  one  of  the  civil  law,  for  it  occurs  in  Illinois.  In 
Missouri  these  scoundrels  that  you  object  to  having  punished  had  by 
heir  conduct  destroyed  the  last  vestige  of  civil  law.  Martial  law  was 
he  only  protection  citizens  had,  and  by  that  law  these  men  were  pub- 
icly  and  lawfully  executed.  For  martial  law  in  Missouri,  see  general 
►rders  of  this  department.  Bead  also  the  following: 

General  Orders,  \ Headquarters  Department  of  the  Mississippi, 

No.  2.  S Saint  Louis , March  3,  1862, 

###*#** 

HI.  Evidence  has  been  received  at  these  headquarters  that  Maj.  Gen.  Sterling 
’rice  has  issued  commissions  or  licenses  to  certain  bandits  in  this  State,  authorizing 
hem  to  raise  guerrilla  forces  for  the  purpose  of  plunder  and  marauding.  General 
’rice  ought  to  know  that  such  a course  is  contrary  to  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare, 
nd  that  every  man  who  enlists  in  such  an  organization  forfeits  his  life,  and  becomes 
,n  outlaw.  All  persons  are  hereby  warned  that  if  they  join  any  guerrilla  band,  they 
rill  not,  if  captured,  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  will  be  hung  as  robbers  and 
nurderers.  Their  lives  shall  atone  for  the  barbarity  of  their  general. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck  : 

N.  H.  McLEAN, 
Assistant  Atfjutant-Gcnoral^ 
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Also  see  General  Orders,  Nos.  13  -and  32,  issued  by  General  Halleck, 
and  General  Orders,  No.  18,  issued  by  General  Schofield,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  extract : 

The  Government  is  willing  and  can  afford  to  be  magnanimous  in  its  treatment  of 
those  who  are  tired  of  the  rebellion,  and  desire  to  become  loyal  citizens  and  to  aid  in 
the  restoration  of  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  country  ; but  it  will  not  tolerate  those 
who  ptill  persist  in  their  wicked  efforts  to  prevent  itlie  restoration  of  peace,  where 
they  have  failed  to  maintain  legitimate  war.  The  time  is  passed  when  insurrection 
and  rebellion  in  Missouri  can  cloak  itself  under  the  guise  of  honorable  warfare.  The 
utmost  vigilance  and  energy  are  enjoined  upon  all  the  troops  of  the  State  in  hunting 
down  and  destroying  these  robbers  and  assassins.  When  caught  in  arms,  engaged  in 
this  unlawful  warfare,  they  will  be  shot  down  upon  the  spot. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Editor,  if  you  are  correct  in  your  denunciations 
of  what  you  term  a “ butchery/’  do  not  waste  your  anathemas  upon 
General  McNeil  alone  because  he  saw  proper  to  teach  traitors  that  the 
life  of  an  unarmed  non-combatant  Union  man,  a loyal  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  was  a sacred  thing — that  murderers  should  not  take  it 
with  impunity — but  bestow  some  of  it  upon  equally  gallant  and  meri- 
torious officers  like  General  Merrill,  who  executed  ten  of  those  perjured 
scoundrels  at  Macon  City,  and  General  Schofield,  who  issued  Orders 
No.  18,  or  General  Halleck,  whose  orders  touching  bridge-burners  and 
guerrillas  I had  supposed  until  now  even  the  editor  of  the  Times  ap- 
proved of. 

WM.  E.  STEACHAN, 

Provost-Marslial , Palmyra. 


Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena , December  24,  1862. 

Eear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter: 

Admiral:  I have  just  received  orders  from  General  Curtis,  based 
on  dispatches  from  the  General-in-Chief,  to  move  on  Little  Eock.  I am 
also  requested  to  ask  your  co-operation.  I am  directed  to  attract  the 
attention  of  General  Holmes,  that  he  may  not  send  forces  to  help  Gen- 
eral Hindman,  or  to  Vicksburg.  General  Curtis  has  ordered  movements 
from  the  east  toward  Little  Eock,  which  makes  it  highly  important  that 
1 should  move  on  Post  Arkansas  with  my  land  force,  and  by  gunboats  ! 
and  transports  by  water  up  the  Arkansas  Eiver  at  once. 

At  Post  Arkansas  there  are  5,000  infantry,  and  some  sort  of  earth- 
works,  with  eight  guns,  two  large  and  six  small,  the  large  ones  said  . 
to  be  100-pounders.  I hope  it  may  be  consistent  with  your  inclina-  j 
tion  and  ability,  under  the  circumstances,  to  send  to  Napoleon  such  a 
number  of  gunboats  as  you  may  judge  necessary  to  take  the  Post  with  1 
iny  land  force,  and  then  move  on  Little  Eock,  if  the  water  will  justify 
it.  1 will  be  in  Napoleon  in  ten  days,  or  less,  from  this  date.  You  wiil 
perceive  that  this  combination  of  movements  is  such  as  to  suggest  the 
importance  of  your  co-operation  to  the  extent  deemed  by  you  advisable.  < 

1 trust,  admiral,  I may  receive  your  reply  by  the  hands  of  the  bearer 
of  dispatches,  and  by  the  return  boat,  that  I may  shape  my  course  ac-  ' 
cordingly.  The  bearer  can  give  you  any  further  information  on  the 
subject  that  I may  have  omitted. 

I am,  admiral,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  GORMAN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding.  J 
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Springfield,  December  24,  1862. 
Brigadier- General  Bltjnt,  Cane  Hill : 

General  Curtis  informs  me  that  McCulloch,  with  about  8,000  men, 
started  from  Little  Rock  about  the  10th  instant,  to  re-enforce  Hindman. 
He  must  have  joined  him  by  this  time.  Keep  your  divisions  in  close 
supporting  distance,  and  fall  back  if  necessary.  Do  not  risk  a battle 
where  you  are  unless  very  sure  of  success.  Two  or  three  days7  march 
in  this  direction  will  give  you  great  advantage  over  the  enemy.  Should 
you  find  it  necessary  to  retire,  parole  all  the  rebel  wounded,  and  send 
as  many  of  ours  as  can  be  moved  to  Springfield.  I will  join  you  as 
soon  as  possible.  Please  give  me  at  once  what  information  you  have 
from  the  enemy,  and  keep  me  advised  of  everything.  I expect  to  be  at 
Elkhorn  on  the  28th. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Springfield,  December  24,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Herron, 

Prairie  Grove , Ark. : 

I am  on  my  way  to  the  army  ; will  join  you  about  the  30th.  General 
Curtis  informs  me  that  McCulloch  left  Little  Rock  about  the  10th  in- 
stant, with  8,000  men,  to  join  Hindman.  If  this  is  true,  he  must  be 
there  by  this  time.  Be  on  the  alert,  and  keep  me  informed  of  every- 
thing. I have  dispatched  this  information  to  General  Blunt,  and  directed 
him  not  to  risk  a battle,  unless  very  sure  of  success.  By  retiring  two  or 
three  days7  march,  we  will  gain  a great  advantage  over  the  enemy,  and 
can  also  get  re-enforcements.  Your  wounded  should  be  sent  to  Spring- 
held  as  fast  as  it  can  be  done  with  safety. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier - General. 


Yankton  Agency, 
Greenwood , Dak .,  December  24,  1862. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  : 

Little  Crow,  White  Lodge,  Sleepy  Eyes,  Pawn,  and  Big  Head,  with 
from  500  to  1,000  Santee  and  Yankton  warriors,  are  now  on  the  Mis- 
souri River,  above  Fort  Pierre,  preparing  for  an  early  spring  campaign 
against  the  whites.  They  are  murdering  all  the  whites  in  that  region. 
They  can  be  captured  this  winter  if  General  Cook  can  have  the  men 
and  means.  Let  him  be  ordered  to  Washington,  to  confer  with  Gen- 
eral Pope  while  there.  There  is  no  time  to  be  lost,  if  they  are  to  be 
captured. 

JAMES  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Associate  Justice  of  Dakota. 
W.  A.  BURLEIGH, 

V.  S.  Indian  Agent. 
W.  JAYNE, 

Governor , 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  35.  j Saint  Louis , December  24,  18G2. 

I.  Provost- marshals  within  this  department  will  be  governed  by  the 
following  instructions : * 

They  are  referred  to  General  Orders,  No.  23,  Department  of  the  Mis- 
souri, current  series,  for  important  regulations  as  to  their  practice. 

II.  They  will  arrest,  and  send  to  Saint  Louis,  all  persons  belonging 
to,  or  enlisted  in,  the  Confederate  service,  found  within  this  department. 
It  is  represented  that  there  are  many  persons,  officers  and  privates,  at 
large,  who  do,  or  claim  to,  belong  to  the  rebel  army.  This  is  contrary  to 
the  orders  of  the  major-general  commanding,  and  such  persons  should 
at  once  be  sent  forward  under  guard.  This  is  not  to  apply  to  persons 
who  have  voluntarily  surrendered  and  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  be- 
fore proper  authorities. 

III.  Provost-marshals  will  arrest  and  take  evidence  against  all  persons 
guilty  of  disloyal  conduct,  such  as  giving  aid  and  encouragement  to  the 
rebellion,  including  those,  first,  who  act  as  spies,  and  carry  on  secret 
correspondence  with  rebels  in  arms ; second,  who  furnish  supplies  to 
the  rebels,  whether  arms,  ammunition,  provisions,  clothing,  horses,  for- 
age, money,  or  other  material  aid — all  such  property  actually  being 
used  in  that  way  will  be  seized  and  reported  at  once  to  Col.  B.  G.  Parrar, 
Thirtieth  Missouri  Volunteers,  at  Saint  Louis;  third,  who  encourage 
the  rebellion  by  speaking,  writing,  or  publishing  any  disloyal  senti- 
ments, or  induce  the  same  in  others ; fourth,  persons  in  arms  against  the 
Government,  and  those  guilty  of  murder,  robbery,  theft,  pillage,  aud 
marauding ; and  all  persons  who,  in  disguise  as  pretended  loyal  citizens, 
encourage  disloyalty  in  others,  and  oppress  Union  men. 

IV.  There  is  a class  of  pretended  loyal  men  who,  while  they  have 
not  joined  the  rebel  army,  have  encouraged  their  relatives  and  neigh- 
bors to  go,  and  who  uphold  and  support  them  by  secret  communications 
and  sending  money,  clothing,  and  other  assistance ; and  who  associate 
with  men  who  have  been  disloyal  from  the  first,  and  with  known  sym- 
pathizers with  the  rebellion.  These  men,  while  pretending  that  they 
are  better  Union  men  than  those  charged  with  the  control  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, constantly  denounce  the  Government  and  all  who  sustain  its 
policy  and  measures,  as  enemies  of  the  Union  and  of  the  country ; such 
conduct  and  language  gives  strong  support  and  encouragement  to  those 
actively  engaged  in  the  rebellion,  producing  the  belief  in  their  minds 
that  they  have  a strong  and  growing  party  in  the  North,  by  whose 
agency  eventually  they  will  be  able  to  divide  the  country  permanently, 
and  strengthens  and  prolongs  the  efforts  of  the  rebels.  Men  are  not 
entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  Government  when  their  every  day 
conduct  shows  that  they  look  for  its  overthrow  with  hope  and  pleasure. 
They  choose  to  range  themselves  with  the  enemies  of  the  Government, 
and  will  be  treated  accordingly.  They  will  be  arrested,  the  evidence 
taken  against  them,  and  be  proceeded  against  as  criminals. 

V.  Arms  and  ammunition  will  be  taken  from  disloyal  men  above 
mentioned,  and  reported  to  Col.  B.  G.  Farrar,  at  Saint  Louis. 

VI.  Persons  found  harboring  or  concealing  spies,  rebel  soldiers  or 
officers,  marauders,  and  other  criminals  will  be  treated  as  parties  to 
the  crimes,  aud  circumstances  may  make  their  failing  to  give  informa- 
tion to  the  military  authorities  as  gross  an  act  of  disloyalty  as  their 
active  efforts  to  conceal. 

VII.  Provost-marshals  will  arrest  notoriously  bad  and  dangerous 

* See  Stanton  to  Curtis,  January  14,  1863,  Part  II,  p.  41. 
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men,  where  peace  and  safety  require  it,  though  no  specific  act  of  dis- 
loyalty can  be  proven  against  them ; and  such  may  be  put  under  bonds, 
imprisoned,  or  required  to  leave  the  State. 

VIII.  Aud  also  disloyal  preachers  who  have  disgraced  their  profession 
by  encouraging  others  to  rebel,  while  they  may  have  committed  no  other 
kind  of  disloyal  act.  The  Government  has  always  given  liberal  exemp- 
tion to  this  class,  and  if  they  now  in  return  oppose  it  in  the  way  of  their 
calling,  they  should  be  dealt  with  as  rebellious  and  disloyal  men,  and 
expelled  from  the  State. 

IX.  The  good  of  society  and  the  safety  of  the  Government  require 
that,  during  the  rebellion,  offenses  such  as  those  spoken  of  above  should 
be  tried  and  punished  by  military  power.  Many  offenses  which  in  time 
of  peace  are  civil  offenses  become  in  time  of  war  military  offenses,  and 
are  to  be  tried  by  a military  tribunal,  even  in  places  where  civil  tribu- 
nals exist.  While  treason,  as  a distinct  offense,  is  defined  by  the  Con- 
stitution, and  must  be  tried  by  courts  duly  constituted  by  law,  yet 
certain  acts  of  treasonable  character,  such  as  carrying  information  to 
the  enemy,  acting  as  spies,  &c.,  are  military  offenses,  triable  by  military 
tribunals,  and  punishable  by  military  authority.  It  is  a well-established 
principle  that  insurgents  not  militarily  organized  under  the  laws  of  the 
State,  predatory  partisans,  and  guerrilla  bands  are  not  legitimately  in 
arms,  and  the  military  name  and  garb  which  they  have  assumed  cannot 
give  a military  exemption  to  the  crimes  which  they  may  commit.  They 
are,  in  a legal  sense,  mere  freebooters  and  banditti. 

X.  It  will  be  the  duty,  therefore,  of  provost-marshals,  who,  upon  evi- 
dence, find  persons  guilty  of  serious  crimes  above  set  out,  to  send  them 
forward  to  Saint  Louis,  with  the  evidence  against  them,  and  upon 
charges  preferred. 

XI.  Provost-marshals  will  arrest  persons  guilty  of  discouraging  en- 
listments in  the  service  of  the  Government,  including  those  opposing 
the  enrollment  ordered  by  the  Governor,  and  persons  guilty  of  exciting 
dissatisfaction  amongst  our  troops,  and  of  inducing  persons  to  desert, 
and  also  those  persons  found  selling  liquor  to  soldiers,  in  any  city  or 
town,  near  any  camps,  or  at  any  other  place,  and  also  persons  interfer- 
ing with  the  execution  of  any  military  orders  or  regulations  issued  by 
competent  authority. 

XII.  It  having  been  ordered  on  the  3d  of  February,  1862,  that  no  one 
should  be  employed  on  any  railroad  who  had  not  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  and  who  also  was  not  loyal,  it  is  the  duty  of  provost-mar- 
shals to  ascertain  that  all  officers,  directors,  and  employes  of  all  rail- 
roads have  taken  the  oath,  and  are  loyal,  and  to  arrest  all  concerned  in 
violation  of  said  order ; and  it  having  been  ordered  by  the  major-gen- 
eral commanding  the  department  that  no  disloyal  persons  shall  com- 
mand or  be  employed  upon  any  steamboat  or  vessel,  it  is  made  the  duty 
of  all  officers  to  report  to  the  headquarters  of  the  department  any  vio- 
lation of  said  order  ; and  any  owner  or  commander  of  any  such  boat  or 
vessel  violating  said  order  will  be  liable  to  be  tried  for  such  disobe- 
dience. 

XIII.  On  the  4th  of  December,  1861,  Major-General  Halleck,  com- 
manding this  department,  in  general  orders  relating  to  provost-mar- 
shals, declared  that  it  was  the  province  of  the  military  authorities  to 
execute  the  act  of  Congress  that  had  then  been  passed,  confiscating  the 
slaves  of  rebels  which  had  been  used  in  aiding  the  rebellion,  and  he 
forewarned  disloyal  slave-owners  in  these  words,  that  u should  Congress 
extend  this  penalty  to  the  property  of  all  rebels  in  arms,  or  giving  aid, 
assistance,  or  encouragement  to  the  enemy,  such  provisions  will  be 
strictly  enforced.” 
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On  the  5th  of  December,  1862,  an  order  was  issued  by  the  War  De! 
partment,  directing  that  the  Provost-Marshal-General  should  proceed  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  17,  1862,  below 
mentioned. 

And  on  the  24th  of  September,  1862,  in  General  Orders,  No.  139,  oi 
the  War  Department,  a proclamation  by  the  President  of  the  United, 
States  was  published  for  the  information  and  government  of  the  Army, 
and  all  concerned,  in  which  the  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  said  act  oi 
Congress  were  set  out  as  follows : 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  slaves  of  persons  who  shall  hereafter  be] 
engaged  in  rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  who  shall  in 
any  way  give  aid  or  comfort  thereto,  escaping  from  snch  persons,  and  taking  refuge' 
within  the  lines  of  the  army ; and  all  slaves  captured  from  such  persons,  or  deserted! 
by  them,  and  coming  under  the  control  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  and 
all  slaves  of  such  persons  found  on  or  being  within  any  place  occupied  by  rebel] 
forces,  and  afterward  occupied  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  deemed; 
captives  of  war,  and  shall  be  forever  free  of  their  servitude,  and  not  again  held  as' 
slaves. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  no  slave  escaping  into  any  State,  Territory,! 
or  the  District  of  Columbia,  irom  any  other  State,  shall  be  delivered  up,  or  in  any 
way  impeded  or  hindered  of  his  liberty,  except  for  crime,  or  some  offense  against  the 
laws,  unless  the  person  claiming  said  fugitive  shall  first  make  oath  that  the  person 
to  whom  the  labor  or  service  of  such  fugitive  is  alleged  to  be  due  is  his  lawful  owner, 
and  has  not  borne  arms  against  the  United  States  in  the  present  rebellion,  nor  in  any 
way  given  aid  and  comfort  thereto ; and  no  person  engaged  in  the  military  or  naval 
service  of  the  United  States  shall,  under  any  pretense  whatever,  assume  to  decide  on 
the  validity  of  the  claim  of  any  person  to  the  service  or  labor  of  any  other  person,  or 
surrender  up  any  person  to  the  claimant,  on  paiu  of  being  dismissed  from  the  service. 

By  which  order  of  the  War  Department,  it  was  published  to  the  Army,j 
and  all  concerned,  that  the  President  did  enjoin  upon  and  order  all 
persons  engaged  in  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
to  observe,  obey,  and  enforce,  within  their  respective  spheres  of  service, 
the  act  and  sections  above  recited. 

And  whereas  there  are  large  numbers  of  slaves  in  this  department 
that  belonged  to  rebels  in  arms,  and  disloyal  men  who  have  given  them 
aid  and  countenance  by  such  acts  and  conduct  as  are  above  specified ; 
and  also  a large  number  of  men  who  defy  said  act  of  Congress  and  order 
of  the  War  Department,  by  pursuing  and  attempting  to  hold  as  slaves 
those  who,  by  said  act  of  Congress,  are  declared  to  be  free  of  their  serv- 
itude and  captives  of  war;  and  as  captives  are  entitled  to  full  protec- 
tion to  their  persons  from  all  enemies  of  the  Government  and  opposers 
of  the  law : 

XIV.  Now,  all  provost-marshals  within  this  department  are  hereby  I 
commanded  to  protect  the  freedom  and  persons  of  all  such  captives  or 
emancipated  slaves  against  all  persons  interfering  with  or  molesting 
them ; and  they  will  arrest  all  persons  guilty  of  such  conduct. 

XV.  And  whereas  it  is  represented  to  the  major-general  commanding 
that  the  slaves  of  disloyal  men,  emancipated  by  said  act  of  Congress, 
are  kept  imprisoned  and  confined  in  both  the  public  and  private  jails, 
but  not  upon  criminal  charges,  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  provost- 
marshals  to  examine  into  all  such  cases  and  report  the  facts  to  the  j 
provost-marshal-general. 

XVI.  And  all  persons  disobeying  any  proper  order  of  a provost -mar- 
shal in  relation  to  emancipated  slaves  will  be  arrested,  the  evidence 
taken  against  them,  and  tried  for  violation  of  military  orders. 

XVII.  And  that  loyal  men  may  not  be  interfered  with  in  their  rights, 
whenever  slaves  seek  protection,  under  circumstances  provided  for  in 
said  act  of  Congress,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  provost-marshals  to  take 
evidence  as  to  the  facts ; and  upon  ascertaining  that  the  slave  is  one  of 
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the  class  emancipated  and  protected  by  said  ninth  and  tenth  sections 
of  said  law,  the  provost-marshal  will  give  to  such  slave  a paper,  signed 
by  himself,  in  the  following  form  : 


In  pursuance  to  General  Orders,  No.  35,  Department  of  the  Missouri,  dated  Saint 
Louis,  December  24,  1862,  and  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  W ar  Department, 

made  24tli  of  September,  1862,  I have  ascertained  that — , a negro,  ?olor> 

sjze  acred  about years,  is  to  be  considered  and  treated  as  a captive  ot 

war  and  as  such  is  entitled  to  the  protection  of  all  officers  of  the  United  States. 

Given  by  me  at , in  the  county  of , State  of , the  day  of 

. 186-. 


The  blanks  in  said  paper  to  be  carefully  filled  up,  so  as  to  state  the 
name,  sex,  color,  size,  and  age  of  the  negro,  and  the  place  where  given. 
It  shall  be  signed  by  the  officer  executing  the  same,  and  delivered  to 
such  negro,  and  upon  the  paper,  or  annexed  to  it,  should  be  stated  the 
names  of  the  witness  or  witnesses  upon  whose  testimony  such  paper  is 
granted,  and  the  place  of  residence;  and  no  negro  holding  such  paper 
shall  be  deprived  of  it  against  his  will. 

Said  act  of  Congress  provides  as  follows  : 

Sec.  9.  1st.  As  to  persons  hereafter  engaged  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States. 

2d  And  as  to  persons  who  shall  in  any  way  give  aid  or  comfort  to  the  rebellion. 

Their  slaves  shall  be  deemed  captives  of  war,  and  shall  be  forever  free  of  their  servi- 
tude, and  not  again  held  as  slaves,  under  the  following  circumstances  : 

1st.  Slaves  escaping  from  such  persons,  and  taking  refuge  within  the  lines  of  the 
Army. 

2d.  Slaves  captured  from  such  persons.  , , »■  , ~ 

3d.  Slaves  deserted  by  such  persons,  and  coming  under  the  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

4th.  Slaves  of  such  persons  found  or  being  within  any  place  occupied  by  rebel 
forces,  and  afterward  occupied  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States. 


XVIII.  Any  negro  designated  in  such  writing  given  by  a provost- 
marshal  will,  by  persons  in  the  military  service  of  the  Government,  be 
regarded  as  emancipated  by  said  act  of  Congress ; but  no  person  in  mili- 
tary service  will  regard  such  paper  as  justifying  him  to  decide  on  the 
validity  of  the  claim  of  any  slaveholder  to  the  service  or  labor  of  his 
slave. 

XIX.  By  said  order  of  the  War  Department,  attention  was  called  to 
an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  uAn  act  to  make  an  additional  article  of 
war,”  approved  March  13,  1862,  as  follows  : 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled,  That  hereafter  the  folio wiug  shall  be  promulgated  as  an  addi- 
tional article  of  war  for  the  government  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
be  obeyed  and  observed  as  such  : , TT  , a , , 

Article  — . All  officers  or  persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service  ot  the  United  States 
are  prohibited  from  employing  any  of  the  forces  under  their  respective  commands,  for 
the  purpose  of  returning  fugitives  from  service  or  labor,  who  may  have  escaped  from 
any  persons  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  is  claimed  to  be  due  ; and  any  officer  who 
shall  be  found  guilty  by  a court-martial  of  violating  this  article  shall  be  dismissed 

from  the  service.  _ , _ , c,  ., 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 

passage. 


This,  and  all  other  rules  and  articles  of  war,  should  be  sustained  by 
provost-marshals,  who  are  specially  assigned  to  duty  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  the  laws  of  war  and  the  peace  of  society. 

The  foregoing  rules  and  regulations  are  made  by  command  of  Major- 

General  Curtis : T Tini_ 

F.  A.  DICK, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Provost-Marshal-General , Dept,  of  the  Missouri. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena , December  25, 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  R.  Curtis, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Missouri , Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  and  suggestions,  I have 
ordered  my  present  command  to  be  ready  to  move  at  once. 

After,  a full  conference  with  Generals  Sherman,  Washburn,  and  others,  I 
all  concurring,  I have  determined  to  move  to  Napoleon  and  abandon 
this  place.  This  point  has  no  more  military  advantage  than  any  other  i 
on  the  banks  of  the  river,  between  Memphis  and  Napoleon.  The  large? 
siege  guns  in  the  fort  must  not  be  intrusted  to  a small  garrison.  I 
have  only  5,700  infantry  and  3,100  cavalry  on  paper,  as  per  report  sent 
you  four  days  ago.  I will  place  the  siege  guns  on  the  ordnance  boat] 
and  the  large  wharf  boat,  and  take  them  to  Napoleon  and  destroy  the 
fort.  By  being  at  Napoleon,  I am  at  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas  River,  j 
while  Blunt  and  Herron  are  at  Van  Buren.  In  moving  up  the  Arkan-  ■ 
sas,  I will  have  the  gunboats  on  my  right  flank,  followed  by  the  trans- 
ports and  supplies.  The  moral  effect  of  the  gunboats  to  inspirit  our 
own  forces  and  deter  the  enemy  is  known  to  be  tremendous.  A disas- 
ter cannot  occur,  and  success  is  certain.  But  I must  have  at  least  10,000  j 
infantry,  3,000  cavalry,  and  thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  and  1,000  infantry, 
500  cavalry,  and  one  battery  to  be  left  at  Napoleon.  Shall  tow  up  the 
Arkansas  River  to  Old  Post  one  mortar  boat,  which  1 have  here,  and 
leave  one  mortar  boat  at  Napoleon.  By  this  move  threaten  Little  Rock  i 
from  the  southeast,  while  Blunt  and  Herron  threaten  it  from  the  north- 1 
west.  At  Napoleon  I am  midway  between  Memphis  and  Vicksburg. 

I beg  to  inform  you  that  General  Hurlbut,  at  Memphis,  and  General 
Davies,  at  Columbus,  have  taken  the  responsibility  to  stop  the  Iowa  ; 
and  Missouri  troops  and  the  battery  ordered  by  you  to  report  to  me. 
Colonel  Chipman  is  here,  and  fully  concurs  in  my  plan  of  operations. 
He  is  writing  you  fully.  I cannot  garrison  this  place  and  move  to  any 
other  with  my  present  force. 

This  plan  has  my  maturest  judgment  and  conviction. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  GORMAN, 
Brigadier - General , Commanding. 

' 


Springfield,  December  25,  18G2.  iJ 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis  ; 

One  of  my  spies,  who  left  Cotton  Plant,  on  White  River,  about  three  ; 
weeks  ago,  has  just  returned.  He  heard,  at  Carrollton,  six  days  ago,  a 
general  report  that  McCulloch  was  ou  the  way  to  re-enforce  Hindman 
with  15,000  men.  The  report  was  not  credited  by  intelligent  men  at 
Carrollton,  but,  taken  in  connection  with  that  from  Helena,  is  entitled 
to  considerable  weight.  I have  heard  nothing  from  Generals  Blunt  or 
Herron  since  I left  Saint  Louis.  mi 

I will  start  for  Fayetteville  in  the  morning. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier - General . 
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Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  Army  of  Southeastern  Missouri, 

Camp  opposite  Van  Buren , December  25,  18G2. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson, 

Commandiny  Army  of  Southeastern  Missouri  : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  Boyd  and  Harding  arrived  here  yes- 
terday, and  are  now  comfortable  in  camp. 

The  forage  train  of  Colonel  Harris  was  attacked  yesterday  about  a 
mile  below,  at  old  man  Carter’s,  3 miles  from  our  camp.  The  rebels 
captur-ed  2 men  and  killed  1 horse.  We  chased  them  9 miles,  but  failed 
to  punish  them  in  the  least.  I have  reliable  information  that  there  is  a 
rebel  force,  from  500  to  800,  at  Doniphan,  and  as  many  more  at  Pitman’s 
Ferry,  while  in  the  vicinity  of  Pocahontas  there  are  about  2,000 ; the 
former  cavalry,  and  the  latter  infantry.  We  are  in  great  need  of  1,000 
cavalry  to  protect  our  flanks. 

I find  it  next  to  a physical  impossibility  to  construct  a boat  of  the 
dimensions  indicated  by  you.  I can  and  will  build  two  12  by  45,  which 
will  give  more  space  and  be  much  [more]  easily  handled  in  this  swift 
current  than  one  of  the  size  specified.  We  need  two  ropes,  and  nails, 
and  spikes,  and  calking  material  for  the  boats,  and  a half  dozen  adzes 
and  as  many  broad  axes  would  greatly  facilitate  the  construction. 

At  8 o’clock  yesterday  morning,  I started  100  wagons  from  the  First 
Division.  Forty  more  have  started  this  morning  from  Boyd’s,  both 
under  strong  escorts. 

Hearing  that  there  was  a rebel  force,  000  strong,  moving  in  our  rear, 
I re-enforced  the  first  train  with  two  companies  of  infantry. 

The  telegraph  is  completed  here,  and  I have  an  officer  who  is  a good 
operator,  but  the  line  will  not  work.  Forage  is  scarce  on  this  side  of 
the  river.  I expect  the  other  50  wagons  of  the  supply  train,  First  Divis- 
ion, in  to-day.  If  they  come,  I will  put  down  the  pontoon  and  collect 
all  the  forage  I can  get  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  P.  BENTON, 

Brig.  Gen .,  Comdg . First  Div.,  Army  of  Southeastern  Missouri. 


Christmas  Morning,  before  Daylight, 

Near  Fort  Gibson , C.  N,  December  25,  1862. 
General  James  G.  Blunt  : 

Sir  : On  leaving  Cane  Hill  I proceeded  with  the  forces  that  had  re- 
ported to  me  j marched  20  miles.  The  Sixth  Kansas  had  not  been  heard 
from.  Next  day  rained  hard.  Sent  back  after  the  Sixth,  and  marched 
on  Tahlequah,  28  miles  ; stream  up  ; fording  difficult.  Stopped  a short 
distance  from  Tahlequah,  and  undertook  to  surround  a party  of  secesh 
in  town,  but  they  escaped.  The  howitzers  and  ambulance  of  the  Sixth 
had  dropped  behind  Captain  Mefford,  took  the  wrong  road  at  Dutcli 
Mills,  went  to  Oransville,  and  marched  with  that  part  of  their  command 
by  another  road,  and  reached  our  camp  that  night ; Captain  Mefford 
reaching  camp  at  this  place  about  1 o’clock  this  morning.  I marched 
here  yesterday.  The  enemy  have  not  sent  a sufficient  force  to  attack 
our  trains.  The  largest  force  that  went  up  returned  on  the  evening  be- 
fore yesterday.  The  enemy  are  scattered  over  the  country  in  small 
bands  of  from  100  to  400. 

I had  a man  taken  in  Fort  Gibson  last  night  who  left  the  command  at 
Fort  Smith  on  Monday.  His  information  seems  to  be  reliable,  and  I 
hasten  to  apprise  you  of  it.  The  rebel  force  did  not  go  down  to  Darda- 
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nelle.  General  Hindman  sent  a force  there  as  jacket,  as  it  was  reported 
in  their  camp  that  we  were  going  to  march  down  the  other  way.  General 
Hindman  has  been  relieved  from  command;  General  Johnston,  of  Missis- 
sippi, takes  his  place,  and  was  to  reach  Van  Buren  on  Tuesday  last.  Two 
steamboat  loads  of  corn  came  up  last  week.  A number  of  other#boats 
are  expected,  and  the  troops  at  Little  Bock  with  General  Holmes,  com- 
puted at  8,000  strong,  have  been  ordered  up,  and  were  exjiected  yester- 
day  or  the  day  before.  A part  of  the  enemy’s  force  crossed  the  river 
after  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  but  were  recrossing  to  Van  Buren  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  and  were  all  to  go  over;  whether  for  an' attack  , 
on  you  or  to  resist  an  expected  attack,  I cannot  say.  The  former  is  the 
report.  They  are  said  to  be  going  back  again.  The  forces  of  General 
Cooper  have  been  reorganized  and  partly  clothed.  General  McIntosh  j 
is  uj>  the  Arkansas,  about  20  miles  above  this,  with  his  regiment  and  i 
200  Osages.  He  refused  to  obey  General  Cooper’s  orders  to  join  him  on 
the  march  to  Cane  Hill  before  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove. 

Cooper  has  Worten’s  [Watie’s]  regiment,  said  to  be  600  strong.  It  is 
scattered  over  the  Nation  in  parties,  the  largest  of  which  is  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  [B.  C.]  Parks.  We  were  hunting  it  all  day  yester- 
day. Bryan’s  battalion  is  20  miles  below  this.  Scamlan’s  [Scanland’s] 
regiment  [company]  (Texan)  is  at  Scully ville,  with  Coojier.  Some  Choc- 
taws and  part  of  the  other  Creek  regiments  are  somewhere  on  Lee’s 
Creek,  or  down  there.  Livingston,  with  some  Indian  forces,  is  at 
Webber’s.  The  Arkansas  is  not  fordable.  There  are  a number  of  fer-  i 
ries  near  here,  at  Gibson ; j)oor  things ; take  one  or  two  days  to  cross. 
A battalion  of  120  men,  with  four  teams,  started  from  Cooper’s  quar- 
ters to  go  up  Grand  Biver  to  get  the  salt  kettles  at  Bryant’s  Lick,  to 
haul  them  over  Arkansas.  They  were  to  cross  over  this  morning.  I i 
fear  they  will  have  alarm,  although  I have  all  the  fords  or  ferries 
within  10  miles  guarded.  The  scattered  condition  of  the  enemy,  the 
rain,  swollen  condition  of  streams,  and  scarcity  of  forage  renders  it  j 
extremely  difficult  to  carry  out  the  order  to  clear  the  enemy  out  of  the 
country,  but  I will  try.  As  to  moving,  families  without  number  wish 
to  leave,  but  I have  no  transportation  for  them.  I must  move  toward 
Webber’s  to  feel  for  the  enemy,  who  may  concentrate  there.  Colonel 
Watie  has  taken  all  the  horses  and  wagons  out  of  the  country,  and  the; 
order  “to  assist  those  who  want  to  leave”  I find  it  difficult  to  do, 
for  want  of  wagons.  I may  get  some,  but  deem  it  hardly  expedient  to 
cross  the  Arkansas  in  its  present  state  with  little  low  ferry-boats,  until  I 
know  what  I am  doing  or  hear  again  from  Yan  Buren. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel , Commanding. 


Camp  opposite  Yan  Buren, 

December  25,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Davidson: 

The  First  Division  got  here  on  the  day  before  yesterday.  Boyd  and 
Harding  got  in  yesterday.  We  are  all  right.  Jeff.  Thomjison  is  at 
Doniphan.  Twenty-five  of  his  men  attacked  my  train  yesterday  within 
3 miles  of  camp,  just  below  Carter’s.  They  got  2 men  and  killed  1 horse. 
We  chased  them  9 miles,  but  failed  to  catch  them.  They  are  all  around 
us.  We  need  more  cavalry  to  jirotect  our  flanks.  The  sujiply  trains 
are  on  the  road  to  Patterson. 

BENTON. 
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Headquarters,  Helena , Arlc .,  December  26,  1862. 
Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis,  Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Major  : Last  Thursday  week,  McCulloch  was  ordered  with  8,000  Ar- 
kansas and  Texas  troops  to  Vicksburg  from  his  camp  at  Brownsville, 
| Ark.  He  started  and  got  as  far  as  Little  Bock,  when  he  was  turned 
back  by  orders  from  Hindman  and  Holmes  to  go  to  the  relief  of  Hind- 
j man,  who  was  being  pursued  by  Blunt  and  Herron,  and  threatened  by 
j others.  Deserters  heard  that  Schofield  was  also  moving  toward  Little 
| Bock.  There  are  from  5,000  to  10,000  troops  at  Post  Arkansas,  with  eight 
guns,  of  which  four  are  large  and  four  are  field  pieces,  all  en  barbette. 
Hindman  has  not  to  exceed  12,000  men,  and  they  are  said  to  be  in  bad 
[ condition.  Some  forces  have  lately  arrived  at  Little  Bock  from  Texas, 
making  about  4,000  at  that  point.  General  Hawes  is  camped  about  1 
mile  from  Devall’s  Bluff,  on  a lake,  with  three  regiments  of  cavalry  and 
four  pieces  of  artillery  (two  6-pounders  rifled  and  two  6-pounders  smooth- 
bore). One  regiment,  seven  clays  ago,  crossed  the  White  Biver  in  small 
boats  to  this  side, which  I will  take  care  of ; it  may  come  within  30  miles 
of  here.  An  express  came  from  Vicksburg  to  Holmes  to  send  all  the 
troops  he  could  spare  to  that  point;  but  never  have  been  sent,  unless 
it  has  been  within  the  last  seven  days.  The  rebel  force  in  Arkansas  has 
a line  of  communication  between  Napoleon,  Ark.,  and  Grenada,  Miss. 
This  information  comes  from  sources  that  are  undoubtedly  reliable. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  GOBMAN, 

Brigadier - General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Frontier, 

Rlieals  Mills , Arlc.,  December  26,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  B.  Curtis, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : Your  telegram  of  the  23d,  informing  me  of  the  movements 
of  rebel  troops  from  Little  Bock,  is  received.  I have  the  same  advices 
from  below,  from  spies  and  deserters.  McCulloch’s  forces  probably 
reached  Van  Buren  yesterday.  Whether  they  propose  to  act  on  the 
offensive  or  defensive,  I am  not  advised.  It  was  to  guard  against  this 
combination  of  rebel  forces,  that  in  my  telegram  of  the  12th  instant  I 
requested  a force  sent  to  menace  Little  Bock.  I shall  move  upon  Van 
Buren  to-morrow  morning  with  all  of  my  best  troops,  leaving  my  trans- 
portation this  side  of  the  mountains. 

I have  been  somewhat  surprised  at  receiving  telegrams  from  General 
Schofield,  now  en  route  from  Saint  Louis,  giving  directions  relative  to 
the  movements  of  this  army.  I am  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Frontier,  and  until  General  Schofield  arrives  and  assumes  command  by 
general  orders,  I shall  direct  its  movements. 

Bespectf ully, 

JAS.  G.  BLUNT, 
Commanding  Army  of  tlie  Frontier . 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , December  26,  1862. 
Col.  J.  T.  K.  Hayward,  Hannibal , Mo. ; 

Colonel  : Yours  of  the  23d,  to  General  Fisk,  is  before  me.  We  have 
got  to  move  very  prudently  here  in  Missouri,  to  avoid  new  issues  and 
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new  conflicts.  When  the  Enrolled  Militia  are  not  in  actual  military 
service  they  are  only  citizens,  entirely  subject  to  the  civil  authorities, 
and,  as  a posse,  I suppose  they  can  act  as  negro-catchers  without  in- 
fringing on  the  Federal  Government  authorities.  So  long  as  slavery  i 
exists  in  the  State,  the  Governor  will  have  to  give  some  protection  to  it, ; 
and  the  General  Government  should  not  interfere  if  such  acts  of  the' 
Governor  do  not  molest  our  proper  military  camps,  and  do  not  inter-  i 
fere  with  the  freedom  of  the  slaves  of  rebels. 

We  must  not  get  up  an  issue  on  the  right  of  the  Governor  to  regu- 
late his  own  appointments,  but  try  to  induce  him  to  select  such  men  as 
can  be  trusted. 

While  I command  the  department,  and  Merrill  commands  the  dis-j 
trict,  we  have  a right  to  command  all  military  movements  within  our 
domain,  but,  to  keep  down  local  insurrection,  the  Enrolled  Mifctia  must 
be  considered  a State  power,  commanded  by  State  officers. 

General  Merrill  is  here,  and  I shall  give  him  your  letter,  with  my  views 
of  matters  generally. 

The  Governor  is  preparing  an  emancipation  message,  and  I hope  the 
Legislature  of  Missouri  will  soon  pass  a law  which  will  conclude  the 
negro  question  in  this  State.  Emancipationists  and  pro-slavery  men 
and  secessionists  will  all  mix  up  or  divide  on  this  question.  The  seces-  ] 
sionists  will,  of  course,  go  with  the  longest  term  of  emancipation,  or 
with  those  who  go  for  perpetual  slavery.  The  class  with  which  the , 
secessionists  go  on  this  subject  must  not  be  treated  as  a rebel  class,  for 
they  are  not  all  so,  and  we  would  alienate  too  many  for  our  safety. 

We  must  not,  as  a National  Government,  or  military  power,  interfere 
with  the  State  power  in  discussing,  considering,  and  determining  the 
emancipation  issue,  and,  keeping  these  maxims  in  view,  you  see  how 
difficult  a task  is  imposed  upon  all  of  us  who  have  military  authority. 

The  question  of  returning  slaves  from  a military  camp  seems  to  apply 
equally  to  the  Enrolled  Militia,  who  are  to  be  governed  by  the  regula-  ( 
tions  of  the  Army  when  in  actual  service;  but,  in  their  places  as  citi- 
zens merely,  enrolled,  they  are  not  in  actual  service,  and  cannot  be  so ; 
considered.  1 hope  your  zeal  and  fidelity  will  in  nowise  abate,  and  I 
hope  the  hearts  of  our  good  Union  men  of  Hannibal  will  never  flag. 

Some  trying  scenes  are  transpiring  everywhere  just  now ; but  at  such 
a time  firmness  must  be  the  more  firm,  and  fidelity  never  weary  of  well 
doing. 

I am.  colonel,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

SAME.  B.  CUBTIS, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  37.  j Saint  Louis , .Mo.,  December  26,  1862.  j 

The  following  officers,  constituting  the  staff  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding, will  be  addressed,  respected,  and  obeyed  accordingly  through- 
out the  department : Col.  N.  P.  Chipman,  additional  aide-de-camp,  chief 
of  staff;  Col.  A.  G.  Brackett,  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  chief  of  cavalry; 
Col.  Bobert  Allen,  additional  aide-de-camp,  chief  purchasing  quarter- 
master; Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons,  additional  aide-de-camp,  chief  of  trans- 
portation ; Col.  T.  J.  Haines,  additional  aide-de-camp,  chief  purchasing 
commissary  of  subsistence  ; Col.  F.  D.  Callender,  Missouri  State  Militia, 
chief  of  ordnance ; Surg.  Madison  Mills,  medical  director ; Maj.  N.  W. 
Brown,  chief  paymaster ; Maj.  H.  Z.  Curtis,  assistant  adjutant-general; 
Maj.  T.  I.  McKenny,  additional  aide-de-camp,  acting  assistant  inspector- 
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general ; Lieut.  Col.  C.  S.  Chariot,  Missouri  State  Militia,  assistant 
adjutant- general ; Lieut,  Col.  F.  A.  Dick,  Missouri  State  Militia,  pro- 
vost-marshal-general ; Lieut.  Col.  S.  S.  Curtis,  Missouri  State  Militia, 
acting  assistant  inspector-general ; Capt.  F.  S.  Winslow,  assistant  quar- 
termaster, aide  decamp;  Capt.  Charles  N.  Turnbull,  Corps  of  Topograph- 
ical Engineers,  chief  of  engineers;  Capt.  W.  H.  Stark,  Twenty-fourth 
Missouri  Infantry  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general;  First 
Lieut.  J.  Guy  lee,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry  Volunteers,  aide-de-camp;  Second 
I Lieut.  A.  Hodge,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry  Volunteers,  aide-de-camp ; Second 
Lieut.  Luke  O’Eeilly,  Thirty-third  Missouri  Infantry  Volunteers,  aide- 
de-camp  ; First  Lieut.  E.  A.  Phelan,  First  Missouri  Cavalry  Y olunteers, 
acting  aide-de-camp,  and  Second  Lieut.  M.  P.  Owens,  Twenty-fourth 
Missouri  Infantry  Volunteers,  acting  aide-de-camp. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Curtis : 

H.  Z.  CUETIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington , December  27,  1862. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Mo. : 

Let  the  order  in  regard  to  Dr.  McPheeters  and  family  be  suspended 
until  you  hear  from  me  again. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , December  27,  1862. 
His  Excellency  President  Abraham  Lincoln  : 

I have  just  received  your  dispatch  suspending  Eev.  McPheeters. 
This  man  is  evidently  a bad  rebel,  doing  injury  here,  and  his  removal 
is,  so  far  as  I can  learn,  universally  approved  by  Union  men.  I had 
heard  no  murmur  of  doubt  as  to  the  propriety.  Some  of  the  most  reliable 
men  in  the  city  were  here  to  confer  with  me  on  this  and  other  matters 
just  before  your  dispatch  came,  and  they  seemed  to  have  a premonition 
of  your  interference.  They  express  surprise  at  the  influence  rebel  sym- 
pathizers have  at  Washington,  and  desire  to  prevent  it,  and  although  they 
do  not  object  to  your  suspension  of  the  assessment,  they  regret  that  cer- 
tain men  come  home  boasting  of  a triumph,  and  sneering  at  Union  men. 
It  is  a fact  that  our  Union  men  are  disposed  to  be  very  severe,  but 
restraint  is  to  be  dealt  out  with  moderation,  or  we  modify  and  weaken 
them.  I will  send  you  a copy  of  the  paper  presented  to  me  a few 
moments  before  your  dispatch  came.  I explained  the  propriety  of  your 
action  in  the  assessment  matter,  which  they  readily  approve,  but  still 
regret  that  a Mr.  Thompson,  who,  they  say,  refused  to  take  the  oath, 
and  boasted  of  his  aid  to  the  rebels  last  year,  should  i\ow  boast  of  his 
taking  Mr.  Bates  and  detailing  an  interview  with  you,  and  exulting  in 
his  success.  The  Union  men  that  are  [whose  names  are]  inclosed  in 
the  accompanying  paper  express  great  anxiety.  They  are  your  fast,, 
unyielding,  uncompromising  friends.  They  sympathize  with  you  in 
your  great  trials,  and  any  Saint  Louis  man  will  tell  you  they  are  all 
sober,  honest,  wealthy,  leading  men,  deserving  the  confidence  of  Your 
Excellency. 

There  is  no  feeling  of  resentment,  but  conviction  of  utility,  that 
induced  the  order  against  McPheeters.  There  is  a Union  party  and 
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secession  party  in  his  congregation,  and  the  Union  men  side  with  the 
Union  side,  and  the  peace  of  society  seems  to  require  a conclusion  of 
such  strife  in  favor  of  the  loyal  side  of  the  question.  They  think  that 
a priest  that  will  not  pray  for  you  should  not  pray  at  you,  and  I concur. 
Eebel  priests  are  dangerous  and  diabolical  in  society.  The  provost- 
marshal  was  for  ousting  two  or  three  others,  biit  I urged  that  a single 
example  might  do,  and  the  proper  man  was  selected. 

It  is  my  judgment  that  Rev.  McPheeters  should  be  required  to  leave, 
as  ordered  by  the  provost-marshal,  at  the  end  of  the  other  five  days  now 
granted  him,  and  most  respectfully  recommend  that  you  allow  the  order 
to  be  executed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency’s  most  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


[In  closure.] 

Saint  Louis,  December  27, 1862. 

Major-General  Curtis: 

Dear  Sir  : At  an  informal  meeting  of  the  following- named  citizens 
of  Saint  Louis,  to  wit:  John  Hoor,  James  E.  Yeatman,  Carlos  S.  Greely, 
Henry  Hitchcock,  Henry  J.  Moor,  George  P.  Story,  Giles  F.  Eilley, 
George  Partridge,  General  Edwards,  and  James  O.  Broadhead,  the  un- 
dersigned were  appointed  a committee  to  wait  on  you,  and  propose  to 
offer  you  their  services  in  the  promotion  of  the  Union  cause  in  Saint 
Louis,  by  collecting  such  information  and  making  such  suggestions  from 
time  to  time  as  might  be  deemed  advisable  by  them  to  secure  the  object 
in  view,  so  much  desired  by  all  loyal  men-— the  restoration  of  our  city 
and  State  to  a condition  of  unqualified  loyalty  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment—and  to  confer  with  you  on  these  subjects  at  such  times  as  your 
public  duties  will  permit. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

JAMES  O.  BROADHEAD. 

C.  S.  GREELY. 

JAMES  E.  YEATMAN. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  December  27,  1862.' 

President  Lincoln  : 

If  you  intend  to  leave  the  country  north  of  the  Missouri  to  the  care 
of  the  Enrolled  Militia,  please  direct  it  immediately,  that  necessary 
arrangements  may  be  made.  Merrill’s  Horse,  a regiment  of  Missouri 
cavalry,  should  be  ordered  to  General  Grant  immediately.  It  is  much 
needed. 

H.  R.  GAMBLE, 

Governor  of  Missouri . 


War  Department, 

December  27,  1862. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Gamble  : 

I do  not  wish  to  leave  the  country  north  of  the  Missouri  to  the  care 
of  the  Enrolled  Militia,  except  upon  the  concurrent  judgment  of  your- 
self  and  General  Curtis.  His  I have  not  yet  obtained.  Confer  with 
him,  and  I shall  be  glad  to  act  when  you  and  he  agree. 

A.  LINCOLN, 
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War  Department, 
Washington , December  27,  1862. 
dajor-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Mo. : 

General  Davies  reports  Columbus  as  now  entirely  safe,,  but  General 
I Turlbut  reports  Memphis  as  not  sufficiently  strong.  Can  you  not  give 
lim  re-enforcements  for  a few  days,  until  he  can  open  communication 
vith  Genera]  Grant?  These  raids  are  probably  intended  to  draw  back 
>ur  troops  from  Vicksburg.  This  must  be  avoided. 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  December  27,  1862. 

Hajor-General  Halleck  : 

Will  send  some  experienced  artillerists  to  Memphis  to  operate  siege 
pins.  Will  do  all  I can,  but  will  have  to  draw  on  Helena,  and  must 
lave  a return  of  forces  soon,  or  trouble  on  my  side  may  be  appre- 
lended. 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS. 


[December  27,  1862.— For  Gorman  to  Hurlbut,  in  reference  to  expe- 
lition  from  Helena,  Ark.,  to  the  Tallahatchee,  Mississippi,  see  Series 
:,  Vol.  XVII,  Part  II,  p.  496.] 


Columbus,  Ky.,  December  27,  1862. 
daj.  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Mo. : 

Columbus  is  threatened  by  a large  force  of  rebels.  We  can  hold  the 
)ost.  Earn  not  arrived.  General  Davies  has  ordered  Colonel  Scott  to 
lestroy  guns,  ammunition,  and  works  at  Xew  Madrid,  and  remove  his 
iommand  to  Fort  Pillow. 

CLIXTOX  B.  FISK, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , December  27,  1862.* 

Vlaj.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Comdg.  Trans-Mississippi  Department , C.  S.  Army : 

General  : Yours  of  the  7th  instant,  containing  a slip  from  the  Mem- 
ihis  Daily  Appeal,  of  the  3d  of  Xovember,  concerning  what  you  de- 
lominate  u an  account  of  the  murder  of  ten  Confederate  citizens  of  Mis- 
souri, by  order  of  General  McXeil,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,”  and  asking  full 
nformation  in  regard  to  the  “ circumstances  related,”  is  duly  received. 

The  matters  of  correspondence  between  us  must  be  confined  to  the 
)perations  of  belligerents  and  the  exchange  of  prisoners. 

The  idea  of  u Confederate  citizens  of  Missouri,”  in  Missouri,  is  incon- 
sistent with  a state  of  war  between  opposing  sections,  and  utterly  re- 
Dugnant  to  the  attitude  heretofore  allowed  you  as  a belligerent,  which 
[ have  cordially  approved,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  the  immunities 
recognized  by  civilized  warfare.  You  have  no  military  power  in  Mis- 
souri, and  have  had  none  in  Xorthern  Missouri  for  a year  xiast,  much 
j ess  a civil  organization  which  would  induce  any  man  to  call  himself  a 

* See  note  of  Curtis  to  Holmes,  December  24,  1862,  p.  860, 
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u Confederate  citizen.”  There  is  but  one  class  of  “ citizens  of  Mis-  i 
souri;”  they  are  Federal  citizens,  not  Confederate.  They  universally  ; 
acknowledge  allegiance  to  Federal  and  State  authority.  The  rights  of 
such  citizens  cannot  be  adjudicated  by  appeal  through  the  military 
authorities  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 

1 have  no  disposition  to  overlook  the  conduct  of  any  officer  in  my 
command  or  shift  any  responsibility  which  it  may  attach  to  me ; but 
while  the  State  of  Missouri  can  guard  her  own  citizens,  through  the  I 
regularly  constituted  authorities,  I cannot,  even  by  implication,  justify 
any  interference  by  you  with  what,  by  your  owrn  showing,  relates  to  her 
u citizens  in  Missouri.” 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  : 
servant, 

SAML.  E.  CUETIS, 

Major-General . 


Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  December  27,  1862. 
The  President  of  the  United  States: 

I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  38  Indians  and  half-breeds 
ordered  by  you  for  execution  were  hung  yesterday  at  Mankato,  at  10 
a.  m.  Everything  went  off  quietly,  and  the  other  prisoners  are  well 
secured. 

Eespectfully, 

H.  H.  SIBLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington , December  27,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Sibley, 

Saint  Paul , Minn.  : 

Funds  for  the  Pay  Department  left  here  the  24th.  The  Secretary  of 
War  authorizes  the  quartermaster  to  loan  funds  to  the  Pay  Department, 
to  be  repaid  on  their  arrival.  All  forces  you  can  spare  should  be  sent 
down  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  to  report  first  at  Cairo  or  Columbus  for 
further  orders. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in - Chief. 


Saint  Paul,  Minn., 
December  27,  1862 — 8 p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

The  Twenty  fifth  Eegiment  Wisconsin  Volunteers  has  already  been  j 
dispatched.  The  Third  Eegiment  Minnesota  Volunteers  will  move  to 
Cairo  on  the  10th  proximo.  I cannot  spare  another  man.  The  Indians  I 
of  the  plains  are  gathering  for  a general  onslaught  as  soon  as  weather  j 
permits. 

Eespectfully, 

H.  H.  SIBLEY, 

Brigadier- General.  I 


[December  28, 1862. — For  Curtis  to  Hurlbut  and  Davies,  and  Davies’  * 
reply,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XVII,  Part  II,  pp.  499-501.] 
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Expedition  in  the  Field, 

Fort  Gibson , December  28,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Blunt, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Frontier : 

Sir  : Your  three  dispatches  have  all  arrived  just  this  moment — 12.30, 
on  the  morning  of  the  28th.  I only  got  in  half  an  hour  ago  from  the 
Creek  Agency.  I drove  the  enemy  toward  the  Canadian  and  Bed 
Bivers ; crossed  Arkansas  Biver,  with  my  whole  force,  at  the  Frozen 
Bock  Ford;  took  and  burned  Fort  Davis,  reducing  all  the  barrack  and 
commissary  buildings  and  the  whole  establishment  to  ashes.  I have 
entered  into  negotiation  with  Colonel  McIntosh,  and  am  to  meet  him 
to-morrow.  I expect  to  disarm  or  bring  over  the  whole  Creek  Nation. 
I sent  messengers  to  the  Choctaw  Nation,  and  was  in  hopes  of  opening 
the  gates  to  Texas  through  friends.  Your  order  breaks  off  my  negotia- 
tions, and  I start  for  the  place  you  ordered  me  to  in  one  hour.  It  is  70 
miles.  I scarcely  think  I can  reach  by  next  midnight  (28th-29th),  but 
shall  try. 

Bespectfully,  yours, 

WM.  A.  PHILLIPS, 

Colonel  Third  Regiment. 


Fayetteville,  December  28, 1862 — 9 p.  m. 
Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis  : 

Generals  Blunt  and  Herron  started  for  Yan  Buren  yesterday  morn- 
ing ; have  not  been  heard  from  since.  I will  push  on  and  join  them  to- 
morrow. Holmes  was  at  Yan  Buren  a few  days  ago  ; started  for  Little 
Bock  last  Tuesday.  It  is  reported  at  Yan  Buren  that  Holmes  is  to 
move  from  Little  Bock  to  Yellville  or  Carrollton.  This  does  not  seem 
probable.  McCulloch  has  arrived  at  Yan  Buren  with  troops.  His  force 
is  reported  to  be  10,000 ; doubtless  exaggerated. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , December  28,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Ben.  Loan  : 

General  : I would  not  care  to  state  the  number  of  troops  formerly  or 
now  held  in  Missouri,  as  it  might  give  improper  intelligence  to  the  rebels. 
Our  friends  can  make  an  estimate.  The  fact  is  I am  taking  great  risks 
to  keep  Grant’s  rear  from  being  destroyed  and  the  river  blockaded,  and 
I have  drained  my  department,  sending  troops  to  Columbus,  Memphis, 
and  Yicksburg. 

Blunt  keeps  going  ahead,  and  is  probably  at  or  near  the  Arkansas 
Biver  to-night,  if  Hindman  has  not  checked  him. 

In  the  Begular  Army  it  cost  about  $1,000,000  a year  to  keep  a regi- 
ment, taking  everything  into  account,  which  would  be  about  $1,000  a 
man;  but  a great  army  costs  less  per  man,  and  $700,  I think,  would  be  a 
fair  average  of  the  annual  cost  of  our  army.  Our  western  troops  are 
moving,  and  we  may  expect  stirring  news  soon.  The  raid  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi railroads  has  been  doing  about  as  much  harm  to  the  rebels  as  to 
us,  and  I hope  it  will  induce  Grant  to  adopt  the  river  for  his  base  of 
operations  below,  which  will,  in  my  judgment,  be  a great  advantage  to 
us.  I do  hope  our  Union  legislators  will  feel  the  vast  importance  of 
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their  position.  The  election  in  Missouri  has  gladdened  the  hearts  of  our 
friends  throughout  the  whole  country. 

I hope  and  pray  the  Legislature  will  succeed  in  showing  the  world 
that  the  State  of  Missouri  is  for  the  Union  now  and  forever,  and  that 
secession  has  no  hiding  place  within  her  borders. 

I am,  general,  very  truly  yours, 

SAML.  R.  GUETIS, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  December  29,  1862. 
General  Davidson,  Southeastern  Missouri : 

Colonel  Jackson  telegraphs  that  Jeff.  Thompson  is  in  Stoddard  County, 
moving  on  him.  General  Davies  telegraphs  that  New  Madrid  is  evacu- 
ated. This  gives  Thompson  too  much  scope.  You  must  fall  back  to 
Pilot  Knob,  or  otherwise  check  him. 

SAML.  K,  CUET1S, 

Major-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  December  29, 1862. 

General  Davies,  Columbus : 

I hope  you  have  not  evacuated  New  Madrid.  If  taken  by  rebels,  it 
will  give  us  trouble  on  the  river  and  trouble  elsewhere. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major- General. 


Saint  Louis,  December  29, 1862. 

General  Davies,  Columbus : 

New  Madrid  must  not  be  given  up  to  Jeff.  Thompson  if  it  can  be 
pre vented.  I send  another  regiment  to  resume  possession,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, you  ought  to  assist.  Thompson  has  three  or  four  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, which,  inside  of  that  fort,  will  close  river  navigation.  It  also  opens  a j 
line  of  communication  to  the  Iron  Mountain  Railroad,  which  Thompson 
threatens  to  attack.  He  is  now  iu  Stoddard  County.  A move  of  troops 
or  transports  would  frighten  Jeff.  Blunt  and  Herron  have  driven  the 
rebels  across  the  Arkansas  at  Van  Buren,  taking  three  steamboats, 
other  stores,  and  100  prisoners.  It  was  a signal  success. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  December  29, 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

Dispatches  from  Helena  show  that  General  Sherman  took  more  than 
I expected  down  river,  and  General  Grant  asked  and  received  a force 
to  operate  from  Friar’s  Point.  I have  drained  this  vicinity  to  hold  I 
Columbus,  and  General  Davies  yesterday  ordered  the  force  from  New 
Madrid.  Jeff.  Thompson  is  coming  up  with  4,000  to  5,000,  and  is  now 
in  Stoddard  County,  his  advance  near  Fredericktown.  I have  sent  a 
regiment  to  recover  New  Madrid,  and  will  try  to  bring  General  David- 
son from  Current  River  to  press  both  sides  of  Thompson.  Is  there  no 
force  in  Illinois  or  Wisconsin  to  strengthen  Grant’s  line,  without  relying  j 
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entirely  on  me?  New  Madrid  is  just  as  important  as  any  other  river 
point.  I can  send  no  more  to  Memphis,  and  need  forces  on  my  side  of 
the  river. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-General , Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  December  29,  1862. 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier  : 

The  attack  on  the  railroad  in  rear  of  General  Grant’s  army  has  given 
great  trouble  and  made  great  demands  on  me,  and  prevented  the  possi- 
bility of  a move  from  Helena  at  present.  New  Madrid  is  abandoned, 
and  Thompson  is  moving  into  Missouri.  General  Brown  fears  a move 
on  Springfield.  You  have  finished  the  matter  in  Northwest  Arkansas 
gloriously,  and  must  come  nearer  supplies  and  nearer  to  other  dangers. 

SAML.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , December  29,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Willis  A.  Gorman, 

Commanding  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas : 

General:  Yours  of  the  23d,  informing  me  of  the  successful  departure 
of  our  troops  for  the  down-river  expedition,  is  duly  received.  You  say 
nothing  concerning  my  orders  for  an  interior  move,  which  induces  me 
to  suppose  Colonel  Chipman  had  not  yet  arrived. 

I trust  General  Grant  has  plenty  of  force  to  fight  his  way  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi, without  drawing  any  more  from  my  department,  which  I have 
terribly  weakened  for  his  success.  I note  your  report  says  you  sent 
13,000,  which  is  a thousand  more  than  my  limit,  and  just  that  number 
more  than  should  have  gone.  Of  several  regiments  I have  started  to 
your  point,  every  one  is  stopped  to  accommodate  other  necessities, 
which  General  Halleck,  General  Davies,  and  General  Hurlbut  have  ad- 
vised me  of  this  side  of  you. 

General  Blunt  moved  on  Van  Buren  last  Saturday  (27th),  and  his 
hope  was  that  you  had  moved  so  as  to  occupy  the  fears  of  Holmes’ 
forces  near  Little  Rock.  I see  that  the  downward  pressure  on  you  and 
the  upward  pressure  on  me  have  weakened  us  so  much  you  will  not  be 
able  to  do  good  in  a westerly  move  till  matters  improve  elsewhere. 

Since  writing  the  above,  Lieutenant  Stimpson,  with  dispatches  to  the 
25th,  has  arrived.  I am  glad  you  stopped  the  move  over  toward  Gre- 
nada just  as  you  did.  A little  move  that  way  is  just  as  good  as  a ten- 
days’  move,  and  you  need  the  force  on  the  west  side. 

The  prompt  and  powerful  force  sent  south  from  Helena  should  cer- 
tainly satisfy  the  world  that  we  are  not  holding  back  on  the  great  move 
to  open  the  Mississippi,  and  this  will  console  me  for  the  hazards  I have 
to  take  in  my  own  department. 

I have  elsewhere  ordered  troops  to  regard  this  transfer  as  temporary, 
but  the  embarrassment  imposed  upon  me  is  harassing. 

General  Davies  telegraphs  that  he  has  ordered  the  commanding  officer 
at  New  Madrid  to  destroy  his  guns  and  vacate  that  post.  Jeff.  Thomp- 
son is  in  that  vicinity,  with  Burbridge  and  others,  threatening  me,  and 
I send  another  regiment  to  recover  the  place  and  hold  it  till  I order  my 
guns  spiked. 
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I will  write  more  fully  to-morrow.  Lieutenant  Stimpson  will  be  de- 
tained in  procuring  blanks,  for  a day  or  two,  and  I will  send  this  by 
other  opportunity. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM L.  It.  CURTIS, 

Major-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  December  30,  1862. 

Major-General  Curtis,  Saint  Louis , Mo. : 

I have  ordered  down  everything  from  Wisconsin,  &c.,  but  they  will 
probably  be  too  late.  Is  it  not  possible  to  withdraw  some  forces  from 
Kansas'?  As  soon  as  Vicksburg  is  taken,  we  shall  have  forces  to  re- 
occupy all  necessary  points  on  the  river.  Banks’  expedition  should  have  i 
joined  Sherman  before  now.  The  pressure  is  only  temporary,  and  we 
must  meet  it  the  best  we  can. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief.  \ 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri,  , 

Saint  Louis , December  30,  1S62. 

His  Excellency  President  Abraham  Lincoln  : 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  introduce  James  E.  Yeatman,  esq., 
and  G.  F.  Fiiley,  esq.,  as  I have  already  said  to  Your  Excellency  these 
are  some  of  our  most  worthy  and  devoted  friends.  They  wish  a private 
interview,  and  I hope  you  will  grant  it.  They  are  true  to  their  country, 
and  true  to  you.  They  are  two  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Saint 
Louis.  They  belong  to  no  clique  or  party,  and  you  may  implicitly  rely 
on  their  integrity  and  honor. 

While  this  department  has  been  eminently  favored  during  the  three 
months  of  my  administration,  I think  it  is  mainly  owing  to  a steady  j 
application  of  military  power. 

I take  this  occasion,  also,  to  say  that  I would  often  prefer  to  send  ! 
prisoners  South  rather  than  North , but  have  not  felt  mysel  f authorized  to 
do  so ; and  in  many  respects  it  has  been  my  opinion  that  a commander  I 
of  a large  and  remote  department  should  have  more  rather  than  less 
discretion,  especially  as  to  the  disposal  of  persons  disloyal  and  danger- 
ous to  the  public  peace.  The  wives  of  rebel  officers  and  avowed  seces- 
sionists have  occasionally  been  ordered  East  and  North,  whereas  I 
think  these  persons  had  better  go  where  they  devote  their  affections. 

Mr.  Yeatman,  who  goes  with  this  to  Washington,  deserves  special 
notice.  Raised  in  the  South,  his  inclinations  are  pro-slavery,  but  he 
lias  cast  aside  all  the  ease  and  comforts  of  society,  and  devoted  his 
whole  time  to  suffering  humanity  and  the  cause  of  his  unhappy  country. 
Neither  of  these  men  belong  to  the  congregation  of  the  Rev.  McPhee- 
ters,  and  they  can  speak  to  you  without  prejudice  on  that  subject. 

I inclose  you  a letter  of  Hon.  Judge  Bates,*  which  shows  further 
reason  to  distrust  some  of  our  officers  of  the  Enrolled  Militia. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency’s  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  R,  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


Not  found. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis , December  30,  1862. 

CJol.  N.  P.  Chipman,  Helena : 

Colonel  : I wrote  General  Gorman  yesterday,  and  sent  tlie  letter  by 
Oolonel  Vandever,  who  may  get  ahead  of  Lieutenant  Stimpson,  who  will 
3arry  this. 

The  river  must  be  kept  open,  if  possible.  Grant  and  Sherman  seem 
bo  have  drawn  oft  their  forces  so  far  that  others  must  attend  to  the  rear. 
It  may  create  great  disaster  in  my  command  and  elsewhere,  but  we  must 
Dnly  look  to  the  necessities  of  the  occasion.  Sad  havoc  has  been  made 
with  the  railroad,  and  now  the  river  is  threatened.  If  necessary  and 
possible,  General  Gorman  must  assist  Memphis  or  any  other  point  where 
iur  line  of  communication  is  in  danger,  deferring,  if  need  be,  all  interior 
Dperations  from  Helena  till  we  are  re-enforced  by  Grant  or  other  arrivals 
in  the  river. 

Thompson,  Jeffers,  and  others,  with  a force  estimated  at  5,000  or  6,000, 
are  in  Stoddard  County,  Missouri,  and  General  Davies  has  ordered  New 
Madrid  given  up,  destroying  guns  and  magazine.  The  only  redeem- 
ing affair  is  the  daring  dash  of  Blunt  and  Herron  on -Van  Buren,  the 
full  particulars  of  which  you  will  receive  from  the  papers  of  to-day.  The 
Army  of  the  Frontier  will  have  to  fall  back  for  supplies,  and  wait  till  we 
can  get  strength  enough  to  move  up  the  rivers  of  Arkansas  and  hold 
them.  If  we  can  move  directly  up  the  Arkansas,  of  course  that  is  best, 
and  on  paper  one  would  so  decide.  I have  no  choice  in  the  routes,  only 
to  carry  out  my  objects,  which  are,  first,  to  form  junctions  of  forces  north 
of  the  Arkansas  River,  thereby  showing  to  the  enemy  he  has  no  chance 
of  taking  my  detachments,  and  give  us  quiet  possession  in  Northern 
Arkansas  ; second,  to  secure  convenient  lines  of  communication  interior 
from  Helena,  where  we  must  keep  supplies  for  interior  posts. 

The  practical  difficulties  are  considerable  on  any  interior  route  ; and 
those  on  the  Arkansas  are  these  (I  served  a military  apprenticeship  on 
that  river,  and  understand  them) : 

1st.  The  Arkansas  is  so  fickle,  up  to-day  and  dry  to-morrow,  it  can 
hardly  be  called  a navigable  stream,  especially  for  gunboats. 

2d.  The  fort  at  Old  Post  may  check  transports  till  the  river  falls.  It 
is  near  the  mouth,  and  no  junction  could  be  formed  there,  either  with 
Blunt’s  or  Davidson’s  forces.  Going  right  forward,  as  you  suggest,  may 
not  be  so  easy.  Yet  it  would  be  if  we  have  strong  gunboat  aid  to  take 
Old  Post,  and  the  water  would  hold  up. 

3d.  While  such  forces  are  on  the  lower  trunk  of  the  Arkansas,  they 
:lo  not  support  Helena,  and  Helena  does  not  support  them,  whereas 
forces  moving  direct  west  from  Helena  make  closer  connections. 

All  commercial  men  say  the  White  River  is  the  main  dependence  and 
surest  stream  for  permanent  connections  with  interior  Arkansas,  so  that 
whatever  we  may  do  temporarily  on  the  Arkansas  River,  we  must  also 
arrange  to  hold  White  River  and  the  railroad  from  Devall’s  Bluff,  as  the 
safe  means  to  supply  posts  at  Little  Rock  and  above. 

I am  sending  small  boats  to  accommodate  any  move  necessary  either 
up  and  down  the  Mississippi  or  up  the  Arkansas  or  White,  as  the  gen- 
eral may  conclude  under  my  orders.  It  will  be  best  for  such  boats  to 
protect  the  pilot-house  and  boilers  with  plank  or  something  else.  A 
little  precaution  in  this  way  costs  very  little,  and  may  save  a boat.  I 
am  glad  to  know  the  general  cordially  supports  me.  The  tone  of  official 
correspondence  from  Washington  is  now  all  kind  enough.  I have  not 
yet  had  time  to  ask  explanation  of  the  General-in-Chief  concerning  his 
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unfortunate  withdrawal  of  troops,  defeating  important  operations  in 
Arkansas. 

These  mysterious  remarks  have  had  some  light  from  information  ob- 
tained from  a speculator,  Colonel  Compton,  who  says  a speculation  was 
on  foot  to  get  the  Arkansas  Hot  Springs  on  speculation,  and  certain 
officials  were  to  have  25  per  cent,  of  a half  million  affair.  The  Hot 
Springs  belong  to  the  Government.  I do  not  know  that  the  springs 
had  been  made  the  special  object  of  somebody,  but  the  zeal  manifested 
so  suddenly  to  go  that  way  has  a singular  connection  with  Colonel 
Compton’s  story.  I am  very  busy,  and  hope  I have  written  on  all  nec- 
essary matters.  Communications  are  very  slow,  but  I hope  you  will 
continue  to  post  me  and  come  back  soon. 

I am,  colonel,  very  truly,  yours, 

SAML.  It.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


Steamer  Sunshine,  December  30, 1862. 

General  [Curtis]  : 

We  are  on  our  return  to  Helena,  after  having  gone  below  the  mouth 
of  White  River  several  miles,  but  not  to  Napoleon.  About  midway  of 
the  island  we  were  hailed  by  two  men,  and  took  them  aboard.  They  j 
proved  to  be  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer  Blue  Wing,  which  left  Helena  : 
a day  or  two  since  with  two  barges  of  coal  in  tow,  bound  downward  to 
the  fleet.  They  report  her  captured  at  Cypress  Bend,  8 miles  below 
Napoleon,  on  the  Arkansas  shore.  She  was  attacked  by  artillery,  and, 
having  no  guard  or  escort  or  other  defense,  surrendered.  The  boat  and 
barges  were  towed  up  the  Arkansas  River.  This  was  confirmed  by  two 
conscript  refugees  whom  we  picked  up  on  the  island.  They  further  said  j 
they  understood  that  a piece  of  artillery  was  to  be  sent  to  Napoleon,  ! 
and  a small  detachment  of  troops.  They  heard  firing  in  the  direction 
of  Napoleon  about  noon  yesterday  ; sounded  like  cannonading.  As  it 
is  about  time  the  Rocket,  the  dispatch  boat  sent  to  Admiral  Porter, 
should  return,  the  general  (who  concluded  to  go  himself  to  Napoleon) 
fears  it  may  have  been  attacked,  but  thinks,  with  a hundred  good  in- 
fantry and  two  howitzers,  she  can  cut  her  way  through.  The  general 
thought  it  imprudent  to  go  to  Napoleon,  so  we  put  about,  and  are  Helena- 
ward  bound  now.  Prom  these  refugees  we  learn  that  there  is  still  a 
large  force  at  Arkansas  Post.  They  say  that  the  road  from  Napoleon 
up  the  Arkansas  River  is  very  bad — I should  think  impassable  for 
artillery  until  the  bluffs  are  reached,  20  or  30  miles  from  Napoleon. 
They  report  no  large  rise  in  Arkansas.  They  say  that  there  is  about  6 
feet  on  the  bars ; perhaps  little  more.  The  White  is  in  better  stage. 
This  is  about  the  amount  of  our  information  derived. 

The  cotton-burners  in  Mississippi  are  again  on  a tour  of  incendiarism 
and  conflagration.  A great  deal  of  cotton,  which  escaped  up  to  the 
departure  of  Sherman’s  expedition,  is  now  being  burned  under  order  of 
Jeff.  Davis. 

If  you  decide  to  give  up  Helena,  what  shall  be  done  with  the  large  j 
surplus  of  transportation,  mules,  wagons,  &c.  ? Where  shall  the  siege 
guns  be  taken  if,  as  1 suspect,  Napoleon  cannot  be  fortified  to  advantage?  i 
Where  shall  the  thousand  contrabands  be  sent  (the  old  men,  women, 
and  children)  % Where  the  accumulated  contraband  property,  condemned 
and  to  be  condemned  quartermaster  and  commissary  stores  and  prop- 
erty ? A very  large  quantity  of  commissary  stores  is  being  sent  to  Cap- 
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tain  Taggart.  He  lias  filled  all  liis  sheds  and  houses,  and  is  compelled 
to  hold  boats  for  storaging  purposes.  Either  Sherman  or  Grant,  or  both, 
are  to  be  supplied  from  this  depot.  I very  much  doubt,  from  appear- 
ances, whether  the  giving  up  of  Helena,  and  placing  this  depot  on  wheels, 
would,  at  this  time,  be  approved  at  headquarters.  I regard  Helena  as 
a more  secure  place  than  Memphis ; besides,  it  is  much  nearer  Sherman. 
If  Napoleon  will  fill  all  the  conditions  now  filled  by  Helena,  it  would 
not  then  be  objectionable. 

Helena,  December  31,  1862 — 9 a.  m. 

General  McClernand  is  here,  en  route  to  the  army  down  Mississippi 
Eiver.  I was  present  during  a lengthy  interview  between  him  and 
General  Gorman.  He  (General  McClernand)  thinks  it  highly  important 
that  Old  Post  be  reduced  at  the  very  earliest  day,  viewing  it  only  as  a 
question  bearing  upon  the  Mississippi  expedition.  I told  him  very 
plainly  that  you  had  been  crippled  here  by  overdrafts  upon  the  Helena 
army,  and  by  stopping  of  troops  at  Columbus  and  Memphis,  and  the 
taking  away  of  every  gunboat,  until  you  are  now  powerless.  I further 
gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  when  he  got  below  he  would  find  everybody 
so  absorbed  in  the  river  movement  that  they  will  not  be  drawn  aside  to 
give  the  interests  of  your  department  consideration ; that  you  had  done 
much  more  than  was  originally  asked  of  you,  and  you,  therefore,  had  a 
right  to  claim  some  reciprocation ; and  submitted  as  a consideration  of 
interest  to  both  you  and  him  whether  or  not  Arkansas  Post  should  re- 
main garrisoned  by  8,000  troops,  menacing  you  and  cutting  his  line  of 
communication  by  capture  of  his  supply  boats,  &c.  I am  glad  to  know 
that  General  McClernand  has  had  a practical  illustration  of  the  insecurity 
of  his  rear  (though  it  cost  us  a boat),  and  that  he  fully  appreciates  the 
necessity  of  dislodging  the  enemy  at  Old  Post,  and  driving  them  away 
from  his  communications.  Self-interest,  if  no  other  motive,  will  impel 
him  to  urge  Admiral  Porter  to  give  you,  at  least,  one  gunboat. 

Later . — The  Eocket  has  just  arrived.  I have  determined  to  go  to 
Cairo  and  communicate  with  you.  Will  write  more  fully  en  route. 

Very  respectfully, 

N.  P.  CHIPMAN, 

Colonel , &c. 


Prairie  Grove,  December  30,  1862. 

Major-General  Curtis: 

I met  the  army  8 miles  this  side  of  Van  Buren,  at  10  o’clock  last  night, 
returning  from  a raid.  They  destroyed  several  steamboats  and  a con- 
siderable amount  of  corn  and  other  property.  I fear  the  loss  of  the 
boats  will  be  a greater  loss  to  us  than  to  the  enemy.  We  will  probably 
have  to  supply  their  places  soon.  I have  not  yet  seen  General  Blunt. 
General  Herron  thinks  Hindman  has  retreated  to  Arkadelphia.  Mc- 
Culloch’s force  does  not  seem  to  have  arrived  ; on  the  contrary,  a small 
force,  with  some  artillery,  has  gone  down  as  far  as  Clarksville,  per- 
haps farther.  There  appears  no  difficulty  in  my  staying  or  going  where 
I please,  so  far  as  force  is  concerned.  Of  this,  however,  I will  not  be 
sure  until  I get  further  information.  I must  move  immediately,  on  ac- 
count of  forage.  I propose  to  take  two  divisions,  at  least,  into  Madison 
County,  north  of  the  mountains. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis , Mo .,  December  31,  1862. 

Maj.  Geu.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in - Chief: 

Jeff.  Thompson,  overestimated,  does  not  advance.  New  Madrid  re- 
occupied. Will  arrest  officer  who  abandoned  it  against  my  orders. 
Will  try  to  keep  every  point  safe.  General  Blunt  destroyed  four  rebel 
steamers  and  much  property  at  Van  Buren,  bringing  away  all  he  could 
transport.  He  falls  back  for  supplies. 

SAML.  It.  CURTIS, 

Major-General. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  December  31,  1862. 

His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States : 

I have  stopped  all  assessments  of  Enrolled  Militia.  Please  order  by 
telegraph  the  suspension  of  all  assessments  by  United  States  officers. 
Great  distress  is  produced. 

H.  R.  GAMBLE, 

Governor  of  Missouri. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri , Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  It.  Curtis  com- 
mandingfor  the  month  of  December , 1862;  headquarters  Saint  Louis , Mo. 


Command. 


District  of  Saint  Louis,  Mo 

District  of  Rolla,  Mo 

District  of  South western  Missouri .. .. 

Army  of  tlie  Frontier : 

Staff 

First  Division,  Col.  William  Weer 

Second  Division,  Col.  D.  Huston,  jr 

Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron 

Elkhorn  Tavern,  Ark 

Fayetteville,  Ark 

Central  District  of  Missouri 

District  of  Northeastern  Missouri 

District  of  Kansas 

District  of  Colorado 

District  of  Nebraska 

Alton,  111 

Fort  Pillow,  Tenn 

District  of  Eastern  Arkansas : 

Staff 

Second  Division 

Cavalry  Division 

Army  of  Southeastern  Missouri : 

Staff 

First  Division 

Second  Division 

Grand  total 


Present  for 
duty. 


272 

169 

126 

11 

260 

99 

127 

25 
53 

109 

72 

80 

34 

26 
21 
21 

8 

304 

195 


117 

127 
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2,  440 
2,  718 
431 
782 
1,  827 
1,542 
1,  349 
935 
296 
328 
385 


5,  859 
3, 147 


2,  245 
2,  627 


43, 602 


7,645 
5,  232 
3, 122 

11 
6, 767 
3, 155 
3,  642 
528 
1, 138 
2,  482 
1,874 
2,  051 
1, 169 
634 
521 
539 
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4,  747 

8 

2,  755 
3, 654 


59, 162 
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00 

s 

te 
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< 


8,  768 
6, 197 
3,  974 

M 

9,  333 
4, 178 
5,815 

596 
1, 824 
3,  089 
2,  049 

2,  463 
1,424 

705 

586 

581 

8 

8, 535 

6, 100 

8 

3,  604 
5,  234 


75, 082 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 
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95 
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§5 
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10, 236 
6, 532 
4, 059 

13 
8,429 
3,897 
5, 832 


1, 726 
3,  004 
2,  047 
2, 376 
1, 108 
705 
598 
530 


8,  533 
6, 238 

8 

3, 460 
5, 255 


74,  594 
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Organization  of  the  troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  1 Maj.  Gen. 
Samuel  R.  Curtis , U.  S.  Army , commanding , December  31,  1862. 

ARMY  OF  THE  FRONTIER. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Col.  William  Week. 


First  Brigade .' 

Col.  William  R.  Judson. 

lltli  Kansas,  Col.  Thomas  Ewing,  Jr. 

9th  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Arthur  Jacobi. 
6th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  William 
T.  Campbell. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Col.  Edward  Lynde. 
3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  Rich- 
ard H.  White. 

1st  Kansas  Battery,  Capt.  Norman  Allen. 
Stockton’s  battery,  Capt.  Job  B.  Stockton. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  William  F.  Cloud. 

10th  Kansas,  Maj.  Henry  H.  Williams. 
13th  Kansas,  Col.  Thomas  M.  Bowen. 

2d  Kansas  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  Owen  A. 
Bassett. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  William  A.  Phillips. 

1st  Indian  Home  Guards,  Col.  Robert  W.  Furnas. 

2d  Indian  Home  Guards,  Lieut.  Col.  David  B.  Corwin. 
3d  Indian  Home  Guards,  Col.  William  A.  Phillips. 

2d  Indiana  Battery.  * * 


SECOND  DIVISION. 


Col.  Daniel 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  John  G.  Clark. 

26th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Augustine  D. 
Rose. 

7th  Missouri  Cavalry,  Maj.  David  Mc- 
Kee. 

Peoria  (Illinois)  Battery  (1st  section), 
Lieut.  Herman  Borris. 


Huston,  Jr 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  William  McE.  Dye. 

37th  Illinois,  Maj.  Henry  N.  Frisbie. 

20th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  B.  Leake. 
6th  Missouri  Cavalry  (2d  Battalion). * 

1st  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  F, 
Capt.  David  Murphy. 


Escort. 

1st  Missouri  Cavalry  (2d  Battalion),  Maj.  Charles  Banzhaf. 
THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Francis  J.  Herron. 


First  Brigade. 


Second  Brigade. 


Col.  James  O.  Gower. 

20th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Henry  Bertram. 

1st  Iowa  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  P.  Gad 
Bryan . 

2d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  1st  Battalion,  Maj. 
William  H.  Miller. 

1st  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  L, 
Capt.  Frank  Backof. 


Col.  Washington  F.  Geiger. 

94th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  John  McNulta. 
19th  Iowa,  Maj.  Daniel  Keut. 

8th  Missouri  Cavalry,  Maj.  John  W.  Li- 
senby. 

1st  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  E, 
Capt.  Nelson  Cole. 


Commander  not  of  record. 
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Escort. 

•1st  Missouri  Cavalry  (1st  Battalion),  Maj.  James  M.  Hubbard. 


GARRISONS. 


Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Col.  Dudley  Wickersiiam. 

1st  Arkansas  Cavalry,  Col.  M.  La  Rue 
Harrison. 

lOtli  Illinois  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  James 
Stuart. 

Schofield  Hussars  (one  company),  Capt. 
C.  G.  E.  N.  Westerberg. 


Elkhorn  Tavern,  Ark. 

T tli  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Col. 
John  F.  Philips. 


ARMY  OF  SOUTHEASTERN  MISSOURI. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Davidson 


FIRST  DIVISION. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Charles  L.  Harris. 

33d  Illinois,  Col.  Charles  E.  Lippincott. 
11th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Charles  L.  Harris. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  David  Shunk. 

8th  Indiana,  Col.  David  Shunk. 

18th  Indiana,  Col.  Henry  D.  Washburn. 


Unattached. 

1st  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  Martin  Klauss. 

24th  Missouri  (one  company),*  Capt.  James  R.  Vanzant. 


SECOND  DIVISION. 

Col.  S.  H.  Boyd. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Chester  Harding,  Jr. 

23d  Iowa,  Col.  William  H.  Kinsman. 
25th  Missouri,  Maj.  Frederic  C.  Nichols. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Robert  R.  Livingston. 

24th  Missouri  (six  companies),  Maj.  Eli 
W.  Weston. 

1st  Nebraska,  Col.  Robert  R.  Livingston. 


Artillery. 

1st  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  B,  Capt.  Martin  Welfiev. 
2d  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  M,  Capt.  Gustave  Stange. 

CAVALRY  BRIGADE. 

Col.  George  E.  Waring. 


13th  Illinois  (four  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Theobald  Hartman. 
4th  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  Gustav  von  Helmrich. 

1st  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Oscar  H.  La  Grange. 


Serving  as  pontoniers. 
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CENTRAL  DISTRICT  OF  MISSOURI. 
Brig.  Gen.  Ben.  Loan  (Missouri  Militia). 


Butler,  Mo. 

2d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  Battal- 
ion, Maj.  Frank  J.  White. 

Calhoun,  Mo. 

6th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
panies B and  D,  Capt.  William  Plumb. 

Gasconade,  Mo. 

23d  Missouri,  Company  A,  Lieut.  Ephraim 
L.  W6bb. 

Harrisonville , Mo. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (four 
companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Philip  A. 
Thompson. 

Independence,  Mo. 

Col.  William  R.  Penick. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (three 
companies),  Maj.  Thomas  B.  Biggers. 

Missouri  State  Militia  Artillery  (one  bat- 
tery). 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  L.  Bruns. 

4th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany I,  Capt.  Hannibal  B.  Davis. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany E.* 

1st  Missouri  State  Militia  Battery,  Capt. 
Albert  Wachsman. 


Kansas  City,  Mo. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (one 
compauy),  Maj.  William  Drumhiller. 

Lexington,  Mo. 

1st  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (six 
companies),  Col.  James  McFerran. 

Osage  City,  Mo. 

23d  Missouri,  Company  D,  Capt.  John  W. 
Moore. 

Pleasant  Hill,  Mo. 

5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (one 
company),  Capt.  John  Pinger. 

Saint  AuherVs,  Mo. 

23d  Missouri,  Company  I,  Capt.  Marion 
Cave. 

Sedalia,  Mo. 

Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  M.  Woolfolk. 

1st  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (four 
companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Alexander 
M.  Woolfolk. 

3d  Indiana  Battery.* 

Warrensburg,  Mo. 

6tli  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (six 
companies),  Col.  Edwin  C.  Catherwood. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLORADO. t 
Col.  John  M.  Ciiivington. 

Fort  Lyon,  Colo. 

Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  H.  Dodd. 

2d  Colorado  Cavalry  (six  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  H.  Dodd. 
1st  Colorado  Battery,  Capt.  William  D.  McLain. 

9th  Wisconsin  Battery,  Capt.  Cyrus  H.  Johnson. 


* Actual  commanders  at  this  date  not  of  record. 

t The  garrisons  of  camp  on  Arkansas  River,  Camp  Collins,  and  Colorado  City  are 
not  indicated  on  original  return.  A return  for  December  20  reports  Lieut.  Col.  S.  S. 
Curtis  commanding  at  Denver  City;  Maj.  E.  W.  Wynkoop  commanding  at  Colorado 
City,  and  Capt.  J.  S.  Maynard  at  Camp  Collins. 
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DISTRICT  OF  EASTERN  ARKANSAS/ 


Brig.  Gen.  Willis  A.  Gorman. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alvin  P.  Hovey. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  James  R.  Slack. 

43d  Indiana,  Col.  William  E.  McLean. 
46tli  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  John  H.  Gould. 
47th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  John  A.  Mc- 
Laughlin. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Peter  Kinney. 

‘24th  Iowa,  Col.  Eher  C.  Byam. 

28th  Iowa,  Col.  William  E.  Miller. 

56th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Raynor. 
29th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Charles  R.  Gill. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  George  F.  McGinnis. 

11th  Indiana;  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  Macauley. 
24th  Indiana,  Col.  William  T.  Spicely. 

34th  Indiana,  Col.  Robert  A.  Cameron. 


Artillery. 

Capt.  Peter  Davidson. 

Peoria  Light  Artillery, t Lieut.  Jacob  C.  Hansel. 
3d  Iowa  Battery,  Capt.  Mortimer  M.  Hayden. 
2d  Ohio  Battery,  Capt.  Newton  J.  Smith. 

16th  Ohio  Battery,  Capt.  James  A.  Mitchell. 


cavalry  division. 


Brig.  Gen.  Cadwallader  C.  Washburn. 


First  Brigade.  ! 

. 

Col.  Conrad  Baker. 

5th  Illinois,  Col.  Hall  Wilson. 

10th  Illinois  (four  companies),  Maj.  Elvis 
P.  Shaw. 

1st  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  William  F. 
Wood. 

1st  Missouri  (four  companies),  Col.  John 
F.  Ritter. 

6th  Missouri  (six  companies),  Maj.  Ba-  j 
con  Montgomery. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Cyrus  Bussey. 

2d  Arkansas  (two  companies)/ 

9th  Illinois,  Maj.  Hector  J.  Humphrey. 

3d  Iowa,  Companies  A,  B,  C,  D,  I,  and 
K,  Maj.  John  W.  Noble. 

4th  Iowa  (ten  companies),  Lieut.  Col. 
Simeon  D.  Swan. 

5th  Kansas  (ten  companies),  Col.  Powell 
Clayton. 

2d  Wisconsin  (eight  companies),  Col. 
Thomas  Stephens. 


* Transferred  to  Thirteenth  Army  Corps  by  General  Orders,  No.  14,  Headquarters 
Department  of  the  Tennessee,  December  22,  1862.  See  Series  I,  Vol.  XVII,  Part  II, 
p.  461. 

t One  section  reported  as  in  Army  of  the  Frontier,  p.  889. 
t Actual  commanders  at  this  date  not  of  record. 
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DISTRICT  OF  KANSAS. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Blunt, 
garrisons. 


Fort  Lamed. 

Lieut.  William  West. 

2d  United  States,  Company  H;  Lieut. 
William  West. 

9th  Wisconsin  Battery  (one section),  Lieut. 
Watson  D.  Crocker. 

Fort  Leavenworth. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  T.  Burris. 

8tli  Kansas,  Companies  A,  C,  D,  and  F, 
Lieut.  Col.  James  L.  Abernathy. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Companies  G and  I, 
Capt.  Willoughby  Doudna. 

3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Companies  B and 
H,  Capt.  Nathan  L.  Stout. 

Fort  Filey. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  C,  Capt. 
John  E.  Stewart. 


Fort  Scott. 

Maj.  Benjamin  S.  Henning. 

1st  U.  S.  Battalion,  Capt.  Robert  H. 
Offley. 

3d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Companies  C,  G, 
I,  and  M,  Maj.  Benjamin  S.  Henning. 
2d  Kansas  Battery  (one  section),  Maj. 
Charles  W.  Blair. 

Paoli. 

12th  Kansas,  Maj.  Thomas  H.  Kennedy. 
Westport,  Mo. 

Maj.  Wyllis  C.  Ransom. 

6th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt. 
Elijah  E.  Harvey. 


DISTRICT  OF  NEBRASKA. 
Brig.  Gen.  James  Craig. 


Fort  Halleck. 

Lieut.  Henry  L.  Koeiine. 

9th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Lieut. 
Robert  Madden. 

6th  Ohio  Cavalry,  Company  A,  Lieut. 
Henry  L.  Koehne. 

Fort  Kearny. 

10th  United  States,  headquarters  and 
Companies  D and  Iv,  Col.  Edmund 
B.  Alexander. 


Fort  Laramie . 

Capt.  John  A.  Thompson. 

8th  Kansas,  Company  G,  Lieut.  Joseph 
Randolph. 

6th  Ohio  Cavalry,  Company  C,  Lieut. 
Thomas  P.  Clark. 

4tli  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Companies  F and  H, 
Capt.  John  A.  Thompson. 

Along  Telegraph  Line. 

6th  Ohio  Cavalry,  Companies  B and  D, 
Lieut.  Col.  William  O.  Collins. 


DISTRICT  OF  NORTHEASTERN  MISSOURI. 
Brig.  Gen.  Lewis  Merrill. 


Canton,  Mo. 


Hannibal,  Mo. 


2d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany D,  Capt.  Samuel  Spangler. 


2d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany F,  Capt.  Dennis  C.  McKay. 


Edina,  Mo. 


KirJcsville,  Mo. 


2d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany K,  Capt.  Lewis  Sells. 


2d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany M,  Capt.  Samuel  Shibley. 
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Lancaster,  Mo. 

2d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany L,  Capt.  Jacob  Gilstrap. 

Memphis,  Mo. 

2d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany A,  Capt.  William  Dawson. 

Monticello,  Mo. 

2d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany B,  Capt.  James  W.  Edwards. 


Palmyra,  Mo. 

Col.  John  McNeil 

2d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (four 
companies),  Lieut.  Col.  John  F. 
Benjamin. 

9tb  Wisconsin  Battery  (one  section), 
Lieut.  James  H.  Dodge. 

Shelbyville,  Mo. 

2d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany I,  Capt.  Albert  G.  Priest. 

Warrenton,  Mo. 

2d  Missouri  Cavalry,  Maj.  Garrison  Dar- 
ker. 


SAINT  LOUIS  DISTRICT. 
Brig.  Gen.  Eugene  A.  Carr. 


Benton  Barracks,  Mo. 

Col.  Benjamin  E.  L.  Bonneville. 

8tli  Iowa,  Col.  James  L.  Geddes. 

12th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  John  P.  Coulter. 
14th  Iowa,  Col.  William  T.  Shaw. 

23d  Missouri,  Company  K,  Capt.  Richard 
H.  Brown. 

3d  Illinois  Cavalry  (detachment).* 

6th  Missouri  Cavalry  (detachment).* 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. 

Maj.  Gustavus  A.  Eberhart. 

32d  Iowa  (detachment).* 

29th  Missouri  (detachment).* 

2d  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery  D, 
Lieut.  Charles  Engan. 

Jackson,  Mo. 

12th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. t Col. 
Albert  Jackson. 


I 


Pacific  City,  Mo. 

23d  Missouri  (six  companies),  Col.  William 
P.  Robinson. 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo. 

Col.  John  B.  Gray. 

1st  Missouri  State  Militia,  Maj.  John  N. 
Herder. 

13th  Illinois  Cavalry,  1st  Battalion,  Maj. 
Charles  A.  Bell. 

10th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Col, 
Edwin  Smart. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

Col.  Henry  Almstedt. 

33d  Iowa,t  Col.  Samuel  A.  Rice. 

4th  Missouri  (seven  companies),  Col.  A 
Robert  Hundhansen. 

27th  Missouri  (nine  companies),  Lieut.  , 
Col.  Augustus  Jacobspn. 

2d  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Batteries 
B,  E,  H,  I,  and  K,  Col.  Henry  Alm- 
stedt. 


INDEPENDENT  POSTS. 


Alton,  III.  Fort  Pillow,  Tenn. 

77th  Ohio,  Col.  Jesse  Hildebrand.  32d  Iowa,  Col.  John  Scott. 


* Actual  commander  at  this  date  not  of  record. 

t Capt.  Anthony  Arnold’s  company  at  Patterson  and  Capt.  George  W.  Hummell’s  [! 
company  at  Fredericktown. 

{Left  post  ‘‘  for  down  river.” 
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DISTRICT  OF  ROLLA. 
Col.  William  M.  Stone. 


Houston,  Mo. 

Brig.  Gen.  F.  H.  Warren. 

99th  Illinois,  Col.  George  W.  K.  Bailey. 
21st  Iowa,  Col.  Samuel  Merrill. 

22cl  Iowa,  Companies  A,  H,  and  I,  Maj. 
Joseph  B.  Atherton. 

3d  Iowa  Cavalry  ( six  companies),  Lieut. 

Col.  Henry  C.  Caldwell. 

3d  Missouri  Cavalry  (six  companies), 
Capt.  Thomas  G.  Black. 

2d  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Batteries 
C,  F,  and  L,  Capt.  Henry  Duncker. 

Eolla,  Mo. 

Lieut.  Col.  Harvey  Graham. 

22d  Iowa  (six  companies),  Lieut.  Col. 
Harvey  Graham. 

3d  Missouri  Cavalry  (four  companies), 
Capt.  James  T.  Howland. 


Eolla,  Mo. — Continued. 

9th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (seven 
companies),  Lieut.  Col.  John  F. 
Williams. 

2d  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Batteries 
A and  G,  Maj.  Theodore  Wilkins. 

Salem,  Mo. 

Capt.  Timothy  M.  Wilcox. 

22d  Iowa,  Company  F,  Capt.  Alfred  B. 
Cree. 

3d  Missouri  Cavalry  (one  company).* 
9th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany G,  Capt.  Thomas  B.  Reed. 

Waynesville,  Mo. 

13th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (eight 
companies),  Col.  Albert  Sigel. 


DISTRICT  OF  SOUTHWESTERN  MISSOURI. 
Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  B.  Brown  (Missouri  State  Militia). 


Cassville,  Mo. 

14th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  1st 
Battalion,  Maj.  James  Sullivan. 

Elkkorn  Tavern,  Ark.  t 

7th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Col. 
John  F.  Philips. 

Greenfield,  Mo. 

4th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Col. 
George  H.  Hall. 

Lebanon,  Mo. 

8th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  2d 
Battalion,  Maj.  John  E.  Collins. 


Newtonia,  Mo. 

8th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (one 
battalion),  Maj.  Edward  B.  Eno. 

Ozark,  Mo. 

14th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  2d 
Battalion,  Capt.  Milton  Burch. 

Springfield,  Mo. 

Col.  Benjamin  Crabb. 

18th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Z.  Cook. 
3d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry,  Col. 
Walter  King. 


* Commander  not  of  record, 
t See  also  Army  of  the  Frontier,  p.  890. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest,  Brig.  Gen.  Washington  L.  Elliott, 
TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding ,*  for  December  31,  1862. 


Present  for 
duty. 
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Remarks  on  original. 

Department  staff 

12 

7 

19 

29 

First  District 

10 

98 

159 

477 

District  of  Minnesota 

109 

3,  821 

4,370 

6,546 

Large  numbers  sick,  and  the  mea- 
sles throughout  the  district. 

State  of  Wisconsin 

50 

1,  360 

1,634 

1,  882 

Does  not  include  two  companies  of 
paroled  prisoners,  about  60  men 
each. 

Total 

241 

5, 286 

6, 182 

8,  934 

This  return  is  necessarily  very  in- 
complete, as  full  returns  have 
not  yet  been  received  from  the 
whole  command.  The  aggre- 
gates, however,  are  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  correct. 

Troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Northwest , December  31,  1862. 


FIRST  MILITARY  DISTRICT. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  Cook. 

41st  Iowa,  Maj.  John  Pattee. 

Dakota  Cavalry,  Company  A,  Capt.  Nelson  Miner. 

Sioux  City  Cavalry,  Company  A,  Capt.  Andrew  J-.  Millard. 


DISTRICT  OF  MINNESOTA. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  H.  Sibley. 

3d  Minnesota, t Col.  Chauncey  W.  Griggs. 

6th  Minnesota,  Col.  William  Crooks. 

7th  Minnesota,  Col.  Stephen  Miller. 

8th  Minnesota,  Col.  Minor  T.  Thomas. 

9th  Minnesota,  Col.  Alexander  Wilkin. 

10th  Minnesota,  Col.  James  H.  Baker. 

1st  Minnesota  Mounted  Rangers,  Col.  Samuel  McPhaill. 


STATE  OF  WISCONSIN. 

Brig.  Gen.  Washington  L.  Elliott. 

25th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Milton  Montgomery. 
30th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Daniel  J.  Dill. 


* In  temporary  absence  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope. 

t Paroled  at  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.  In  process  of  reorganization  at  Fort  Snelling. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Corps,  Trans-Mississippi  Army, 

Camp  near  Fort  Smith , Ark.,  November  22,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division : 

General  : General  Hindman  directs  that  you  take  position  as  soon 
as  possible  so  as  to  cover  his  entire  front,  from  the  Huntsville  road 
toward  the  left,  far  into  the  Indian  country.  He  is  satisfied  that  the 
squadron  under  Dobbin  is  doing  no  good,  and  wishes  to  relieve  it  as 
soon  as  possible.  He  desires,  therefore,  that  as  soon  as  you  get  into 
position,  and  post  your  pickets  suitably,  you  report  the  fact  to  him  im- 
mediately, that  he  may  withdraw  that  squadron. 

Respectfully, 

E.  C.  NEWTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[November  22  and  25,  1862. — For  Holmes  to  Cooper  and  Seddon,  in 
reference  to  re-enforcements  for  Pemberton,  see  Series  I,  Yol.  XIII,  pp. 
926,  927.] 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond , Va .,  November  25 , 1862. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding , &c.,  Little  Rock , Ark. : 

General  : I have  received  your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo  in  refer- 
ence to  the  urgent  need  of  money  lor  your  command.  In  addition  to 
the  sum  of  $4,888,567  carried  out  by  Major  Carr,  the  sum  of  $2,500,000 
was  sent  to  him  in  charge  of  a special  agent,  who  left  this  city  on  Octo- 
ber 16,  and  had  not  reached  your  headquarters  at  the  date  of  your  let- 
ter. It  is  hoped  that  these  amounts  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  most 
pressing  claims,  and  if  more  funds  are  necessary  you  are  requested  to 
forward  estimates  made  out  by  bonded  officers,  as  no  money  can  legally 
be  paid  from  the  Treasury  to  any  others.  The  sums  mentioned  above 
do  not  include  $1,132,393  lately  sent  to  the  quartermaster  of  General 
Pike’s  command.  The  Quartermaster- General  reports  that  in  no  in- 
stance has  the  reasonable  estimate  of  any  bonded  quartermaster  been 
received  and  not  acted  on  the  same  day  it  reached  his  office. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Trans  Mississippi  Department, 

Little  Rock , November  25,  1862. 

Lieut.  Gen.  J.  C.  Pemberton, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Department : 

General:  Mr.  Adams  has  just  reported  to  me.  The  enemy  have 
threatened  me  very  heavily  both  in  Northwestern  Arkansas  and  from 
Helena ; in  the  former,  they  drove  my  advance  of  7,000  men  from  the 
border  of  Missouri  back  to  the  Boston  Mountains.  I have  sent  Gen- 
eral Hindman  to  reorganize  that  corps  of  this  army,  and  to  protect  that 
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frontier  and  the  Indian  country  for  this  purpose.  [He]  has  much  the 

larger  part  of  my  force.  [Illegible.] Enemy  have  a large  force,  having 

been  re-enforced  during  the  last  week  by  two  divisions.  On  the  20tli 
they  attempted  to  enter  the  White  and  Arkansas  Rivers,  but  could  not, 
on  account  of  the  low  water,  sending  in  conjunction  with  this  expedi- 
tion a land  force  reported  8,000  strong  across  from  Laconia,  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, to  a point  on  White  River,  opposite  the  Post  of  Arkansas,  where 
alone  I have  fortifications  to  resist  this  force.  I have  three  brigades  at 
Brownsville  to  cover  this  place,  and  I hope  competent  garrisons  for  the 
defenses  of  Arkansas  and  White  Rivers.  If  the  valley  of  the  Arkan- 
sas is  lost,  this  department  goes  with  ifc,  for  there  is  absolutely  no  other 
stopping  place  for  an  army  short  of  Red  River,  the  whole  country  be- 
tween the  two  rivers  being  exhausted  of  supplies.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances I cannot  send  [illegible]  when  you  telegraphed  me  that 
troops  had  left  Helena  and  crossed  the  Mississippi.  Not  a soldier  has 
left  there,  and  it  is  stronger  to-day  than  at  any  former  time.  But,  in 
addition  to  this,  if  I was  not  threatened  at  all,  I am  distant  from  you  290 
miles,  with  an  intervening  country  almost  destitute  of  supplies  and  for- 
age, and  the  march  would  require  too  much  time  to  enable  me  to  be  of 
service  to  you.  I have  ordered  Sibley’s  brigade,  now  at  Marshall,  Tex., 
to  be  increased  by  two  regiments,  now  at  Clarksville,  and  under  General 
[W.  R.]  Scurry,  to  report  to  you  as  soon  as  possible.  I regret  that  I 
cannot  tell  you  when  to  expect  them. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Major-General. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond , Va , November  26, 1862. 
Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  Commanding , &c. : 

General  : This  department  is  earnestly  urged  by  Maj.  Gen.  Ster- 
ling Price  to  transfer  him,  with  his  command  of  Missouri  troops — con- 
sisting now  of  six  regiments  of  infantry,  one  regiment  and  one  battalion 
of  dismounted  cavalry,  and  seven  light  batteries,  making  an  aggregate 
present  of  3,283 — from  the  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Pemberton 
to  your  department.  The  Department  would  be  pleased  to  comply  with 
the  request,  but  is  apprehensive  that  the  safety  of  General  Pemberton’s 
command  might  be  endangered  by  the  withdrawal  of  troops  from  him 
at  this  time ; but  if  a like  or  superior  force  could  be  exchanged  from 
your  department  for  General  Price  and  his  command,  it  might  prove 
not  disadvantageous  to  both.  You  would  secure  veteran  troops  and 
the  influence  of  their  commander,  potent  in  the  district  of  your  expected 
operations,  while  General  Pemberton  might  be  compensated  by  fuller 
regiments  and  troops  not  pining  for  another  sphere  of  action.  You 
will,  therefore,  consider  the  feasibility  and  expediency  of  such  substi- 
tution, and,  if  deemed  by  you  compatible  with  the  safety  of  your  com- 
mand, endeavor  to  accomplish  it  with  General  Pemberton.  A copy  of 
General  Price’s  letter  has  been  forwarded  to  General  Pemberton,  with 
a recommendation,  if  deemed  by  him  expedient,  to  effect  such  exchange 
with  you.* 

Most  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


For  farther  correspondence  on  this  subject,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XVII,  Part  II. 
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Richmond,  [Va.,]  November  29,  1862. 
Lieutenant-General  Pemberton,  Yocona , Miss. : 

Send  the  following  by  most  expeditious  line : 

General  Holmes,  Little  Bock  : 

Sibley’s  brigade  is  not  wanted  at  Vicksburg.  Order  it  to  report  to  General  Taylor, 
in  West  Louisiana.  Send  to  Vicksburg,  without  delay,  tlie  infantry  force  which  you 
have  been  twice  telegraphed  for.  The  case  is  urgent,  and  will  not  admit  of  delay. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

Repeated  November  30. 


Hdqrs.  First  Corps,  Trans-Mississippi  Army, 

Near  Fort  Smith , November  29,  1862 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division , at  Oliver’s  Store : 

General:  I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
26th  and  two  dispatches  of  28th ; the  first  received  yesterday  evening, 
and  the  other  (on  subject  of  yesterday’s  engagement  with  the  enemy) 
received  early  this  morning.  Lieutenant-Colonel  [R.  P.]  Crump,  with 
Lane’s  regiment  Texas  Cavalry,  about  600  strong  (effective),  was  ordered 
forward  to  you  last  night,  and  has,  no  doubt,  reached  you  by  this  time. 
Six  wagons,  laden  with  ammunition  for  you,  left  Van  Buren  at  daylight, 
and  ought  to  reach  you  during  the  day.  The  general  still  expects  you, 
of  course,  to  watch  the  enemy  vigilantly,  and  give  him  information  of  all 
his  movements.  You  will  keep  your  eye  particularly  on  the  Line  road. 
With  the  addition  of  Crump’s  regiment  to  your  force,  you  ought  to  be 
able  to  determine  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  if  he  advances  farther,  and 
ascertain  certainly  all  his  movements  and  his  probable  intentions.  Major 
Crump  is  advised  that  you  desire  forage  sent  to  Dripping  Springs,  and 
will  have  it  there  to-day,  though  it  is  reducing  us  to  a great  strait  to 
furnish  it  to  you. 

In  regard  to  clothing  for  your  men,  you  received  at  the  last  distribu- 
tion, besides  your  own,  that  which  belongs  properly  to  the  Texas  bri- 
gade. Your  share  under  the  new  distribution  is  at  Yan  Buren,  and 
Major  [John  H.]  Crump  tells  me  that  he  has  notified  you  of  the  fact. 
You  can  send  your  wagons  for  it. 

In  regard  to  the  rank  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  topographical  engineer,  I am 
instructed  by  General  Hindman  to  say  that  he  has  no  authority  to  make 
such  appointments  and  confer  rank,  but  is  expressly  prohibited  from  so 
doing.  He  needs  such  an  officer  very  much,  however. 

Respectfully, 

R.  C.  NEWTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant - General. 


Camp  near  Port  Smith,  Ark., 

November  29,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke,  Commanding  Advance: 

General:  I am  to-day  crossing  my  entire  effective  force,  with  the 
intention  to  find  the  enemy  and  attack  him.  The  crossing  will  be  com- 
pleted to-morrow,  and  the  command  will  move  on  Monday  at  daylight. 
I shall  march  moderately,  not  above  12  or  15  miles  a day,  if  it  can  be 
helped,  so  as  not  to  break  the  men  down  before  the  fight  commences. 
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I ivisli  you  to  send  me  immediately,  by  courier,  a diagram  of  all  tlie 
roads,  so  far  as  known  to  you,  leading  to  the  enemy’s  camp,  on  every 
side,  with  the  distances  from  Fayetteville,  Van  Buren,  Maysville,  and 
other  noted  points  marked,  and  such  memoranda  as  you  may  be  able  to 
append,  giving  information  as  to  passes,  mountains,  ridges,  prairies,  &c. 

I wish  also  to  have  your  opinion  in  full  as  to  the  routes  of  march,  the 
manner  of  attack,  &c. ; also  whether  or  not  there  is  any  Federal  force  in 
Arkansas  or  within  supporting  distance  of  Blunt,  except  that  which  he 
commands,  and  the  probable  strength  of  that  in  each  arm. 

To  prevent  as  far  as  practicable  rumors  of  the  movement  getting  to 
the  enemy,  spread  the  report  that  Little  Bock  is  threatened,  and  I am 
ordered  there.  This  can  be  done,  I hope,  without  disheartening  your 
men. 


Bespectfully, 


T.  C.  HINDMAN, 
Major-  General , Commanding. 


[Indorsement.] 


Some  artillery  ammunition  was  sent  you  in  the  train  this  morning. 
If  you  need  any  more,  send  your  requisition  at  once,  as  your  batteries 
must  be  supplied  without  delay. 

By  order: 

NEWTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant - General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Corps,  Trans-Mississippi  Army, 

Camp  near  Fort  Smithy  Ark .,  December  1,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper, 

Commanding  First  Brigade , First  Division : 

General  : General  Hindman  desires  you  to  move  with  Stand  Watie’s  j 
Cherokee  regiment,  and  any  other  troops  with  you  which  are  in  condi- 
tion to  march,  in  sufficient  time  and  in  such  manner  as  will  enable  you 
to  reach  Evansville,  or  the  vicinity,  on  Friday  evening,  the  5th  instant, 
and  will  then  immediately  establish  communication  with  the  pickets  of  j 
Marmaduke’s  division  (which  are  of  Bryan’s  Cherokee  battalion,  ou  the  j 
Line  road),  communicating  to  them  promptly  all  information  you  may  j 
gain  of  the  enemy’s  movements.  Bryan’s  battalion  will  remain  under  : 
General  Marmaduke’s  orders  until  the  latter  shall  notify  you  that  he  can  ,, 
dispense  with  its  services  and  order  it  back  to  you. 

It  is  the  intention  of  General  Hindman  to  attack  Blunt  at  Cane  Hill  . 
early  Saturday  morning,  and  you  will  be  in  such  position  at  Evansville  •< 
that,  when  you  hear  the  battle  fairly  opened  to  the  east  of  you  on  that 
day,  you  will  attack  the  enemy’s  right  and  rear,  harassing  him,  and 
impeding  him  if  he  attempts  to  escape  on  the  Cincinnati  or  any  other . 
road,  capturing  his  trains,  if  possible,  and  otherwise  crippling  him  in  his' 
effort  to  get  away.  You  will  be  careful  to  take  possession  of  the  Dutch  ; 
Mills,  if  you  can  do  so  before  the  enemy  burns  it,  which  it  is  not  im-  j 
probable  he  will  attempt  to  do.  It  is  impossible  now  to  give  you  more 
specific  directions;  and,  as  you  will  be  operating  at  some  distance  from 
the  main  body  and  in  an  important  position,  General  Hindman  leaves 
to  your  discretion  the  details  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  allotted  to 
you.  He  relies  upon  you  to  strike  promptly  and  with  vigor. 

Bespectfully, 

B.  C.  NEWTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General . 
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Hdqrs.  JFirst  Corps,  Trans-Mississippi  Army, 

Camp  near  Fort  Smith , Arlc .,  December  1,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Marmaduke, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division : 

General  : On  Wednesday  morning,  3d  instant,  you  will  move  your 
division  from  Dripping  Spring  to  Oliver’s,  and  will  then  immediately 
place  pickets  and  scouts  upon  the  Frog  Bayou,  Telegraph,  Cove  Creek, 
and  Line  roads,  and  on  all  intermediate  roads,  so  as  to  effectually  pre- 
vent all  communications  with  the  enemy,  and  to  detect  any  movements 
he  may  make.  All  persons  passing,  or  attempting  to  pass,  the  line  so 
established,  and  all  persons  whose  conduct  may  be  at  all  suspicious,  are 
to  be  at  once  arrested  and  sent  under  guard  to  the  post  commander  at 
Van  Buren.  Any  information  gained  from  them  is  to  be  dispatched  at 
once  to  Oliver’s.  You  will  assign  a capable  officer  to  duty  as  provost- 
marshal  at  Oliver’s,  giving  him  a sufficient  force,  and  instructing  him  to 
receive  dispatches  and  forward  them  properly ; also  to  give  all  possible 
assistance  to  the  trains  moving  up  with  supplies,  or  going  for  them,  to 
prevent  all  interference  with  the  instructions  given  by  Maj.  John  H. 
Crump,  chief  quartermaster,  concerning  the  same,  and  to  arrest  all  strag- 
glers and  disorderly  persons.  Further  instructions  will  be  given  you 
at  Oliver’s  Thursday  evening.  These  headquarters  will  continue  at  this 
place  until  Thursday,  when  they  will  be  moved  to  Oliver’s. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hindman  : 

B.  C.  NEWTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


December  1, 1862. 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  That  the 
Governor  is  hereby  invested  with  authority  to  destroy  such  of  the  pub- 
lic property  as  cannot  be  conveniently  removed,  when,  in  his  judgment, 
it  shall  become  expedient  to  do  so,  to  prevent  the  same  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  public  enemy. 


Adopted  by  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  in  secret  session,  December 
1,  1862. 

JOHN  A.  HABBELL, 


Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Adopted  by  the  Senate  in  secret  session,  December  1,  1862. 

THOS.  FLETCHEB, . 

President  of  the  Senate. 


Approved,  December  1,  1862. 


H.  FLANIGAN. 


BiCHMOND,  Va.,  December  3,  1862. 
General  T.  H.  Holmes,  Little  Rock , Ark. : 

General  : The  President  has  deemed  it  advisable  to  establish  at 
some  point  which  you  may  deem  most  eligible,  as  near  to  the  Missouri 
line  as  may  be  judicious,  a camp  of  instruction  for  the  rendezvous  and 
place  of  training  and  organizing  men  coming  to  enlist  in  the  Confed- 
erate service  from  Missouri.  For  the  more  effectual  carrying  out  of 
this  intention,  he  has  seen  proper  to  appoint  Judge  William  C.  Price 
major  and  assistant  adjutant-general,  with  directions  to  report  to  you 
for  duty.  You  will  assign  to  Major  Price  such  assistant  officers  as  you 
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may  deem  requisite  for  the  effectual  performauce  of  his  duties,  aud 
generally  to  facilitate  Major  Price  in  the  duty  allotted  him. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

Yery  respectfully,  &c., 

E.  A.  PALFREY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Little  Rock,  Arlc .,  December  G,  1862. 

Major-General  Hindman, 

Commanding  First  Corps,  Trans  Mississippi  Army  : 

General  : I am  instructed  by  Major-General  Holmes  to  inform  you 
that  all  the  enemy’s  forces  at  Springfield,  Mo.,  left  that  place  on  Thurs- 
day and  Friday  of  last  week,  the  27th  and  28th  ultimo,  and  moved  in 
the  direction  of  Arkansas  on  the  Cassville  road.  The  Federal  force  at 
Forsyth  left  that  point  on  Friday,  the  28th  ultimo,  going  toward  Cass- 
ville. The  person  giving  this  information  says  the  force  that  left  Spring- 
field  amounted  to  from  10,000  to  12,000 ; the  force  that  left  Forsyth 
between  GOO  and  1,000. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Camp  on  Cove  Creek,  Ark., 

December  9,  18G2. 

Colonel  : On  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant,  while  in  the  advance 
of  the  advance  picket,  I received  instructions  to  order  up  and  take  com- 
mand of  the  train.  At  12  a.  m.  my  pickets  reported  that  400  Federals 
with  two  small  pieces  of  artillery  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Sulphur  Springs. 
There  being  no  suitable  place  at  Hog-Eye  to  protect  the  train,  I ordered 
it  back  2 miles  to  a point  where  I could  place  it  in  position  to  be  de- 
fended with  the  small  force  then  under  my  command,  numbering  100 
men.  From  the  sick  stragglers  and  detailed  men  I collected  and  armed 
150  infantry  and  about  100  cavalry.  At  midnight  I received  an  order 
from  General  Hindman  to  move  the  train  with  all  possible  dispatch 
toward  Van  Buren.  The  various  quartermasters  of  the  command  acted 
with  great  coolness  and  moved  their  wagons  with  great  caution.  I am  j 
happy  to  say  I succeeded  in  reaching  this  place  with  the  entire  train,  < 
saving  all  the  Government  stores  and  property. 

Respectfully, 

A.  D.  BURNS, 

Major  First  Texas  Regiment  Partisan  Rangers. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

No.  289.  | Richmond , Va.,  December  10,  18G2. 

******  * 

XIII.  Brig.  Gen.  T.  J.  Churchill  is  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Trans - 
Mississippi  Department.  He  will  repair  to  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  re- 
port for  duty  to  Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes. 

******* 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Chap.  XXXIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE. 


903 


Organization  of  the  Army  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department , Lieut. 
Gen . Theopliilus  II.  Holmes,  C.  S.  Army , commanding , December  12, 

1862. 

FIRST  CORPS. 


Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  Hindman. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Roane. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Douglas  H.  Cooper. 

1st  Cherokee,  Col.  Stand  Watie. 

1st  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw. 

1st  Creek,  Lieut.  Col.  D.  N.  McIntosh. 
2d  Creek,  Lieut.  Col.  Chilly  McIntosh. 
De  Morse’s  (Texas)  regiment. 

Lane’s  (Texas)  regiment. 

Randolph’s  (Texas)  cavalry  battalion. 
Cavalry  (seven  companies). 

Indian  regiments,  organizing  (2). 
Indian  battalions,  organizing  (3). 
Howell’s  (Texas)  battery. 


Second  Brigade .* 

Col.  William  R.  Bradfute. 

20th  Texas  Cavalry,  Col.  Thomas  C.  Bass. 
22d  Texas  Cavalry,  Col.  J.  G.  Stevens. 
[31st]  Texas  Cavalry  (battalion),  Lieut. 
Col.  G.  W.  Guess. 

34th  Texas  Cavalry,  Col.  A.  M.  Alexander. 
Etter’s  (Arkansas)  battery. 


SECOND  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  Francis  A.  Shoup. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  F.  Fagan. 

Arkansas,  Col.  A.  T.  Hawthorn. 

22d  Arkansas,  Col.  J.  P.  King. 

29th  Arkansas,  Col.  J.  C.  Pleasants. 
34th  Arkansas,  Col.  W.  H.  Brooks. 
Blocher’s  (Arkansas)  battery. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Dandridge  McRae. 

28th  Arkansas,  Col.  D.  McRae. 
26th  Arkansas,  Col.  A.  S.  Morgan. 
30th  Arkansas,  Col.  A.  J.  McNeill. 
32d  Arkansas,  Col.  C.  H.  Matlock, 
West’s  (Arkansas)  battery. 
Woodruff’s  (Arkansas)  battery. 


Unattached. 


Cheek’s  battalion,  sharpshooters. 
Venable’s  (Arkansas)  cavalry. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  M.  Parsons. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Alexander  E.  Steen. 

7th  Missouri,  Col.  J.  H.  Caldwell. 

8th  Missouri,  Col.  De  Witt  C.  Hunter. 
9th  Missouri,  Col.  J.  D.  White. 

10th  Missouri,  Col.  A.  E.  Steen. 
Tilden’s  (Missouri)  battery. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  R.  G.  Shaver. 

Arkansas,  Col.  C.  W.  Adams. 

27th  Arkansas,  Col.  James  R.  Shaler. 
33d  Arkansas,  Col.  H.  L.  Grinsted. 
38th  Arkansas,  Col.  R.  G.  Shaver. 
Roberts’  (Missouri)  battery. 


Unattached. 

Roberts’  (Missouri)  cavalry. 


Dismounted  cavalry. 
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FOURTH  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Marmaduke. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Charles  A.  Carroll. 

Arkansas  Cavalry,  Col.  C.  A.  Carroll. 
Arkansas  Cavalry,  Col.  J.  C.  Monroe. 
Shoup’s  (Arkansas)  battery. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Joseph  O.  Shelby. 

Missouri  Cavalry,  Col.  JohnT.  Coffee. 
Missouri  Cavalry,  Col.  B.  G.  Jeans. 
Missouri  Cavalry,  Col.  J.  O.  Shelby. 
Bledsoe’s  (Missouri)  battery. 


SECOND  CORPS. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  Henry  E.  McCulloch. 
First  Brigade. 


Col.  Overton  Young. 

12th  Texas,  Col.  O.  Young. 

18th  Texas,  Col.  W.  B.  Ochiltree. 

22d  Texas,  Col.  R.  B.  Hubbard. 

13th  Texas  Cavalry,  Col.  J.  H.  Burnett. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Horace  Randal. 

11th  Texas,  Col.  O.  M.  Roberts. 

14th  Texas,  Col.  Edward  Clark. 

15th  Texas,  Col.  J.  W.  Speight. 
28th  Texas  Cavalry,  Col.  H.  Randal, 
Gould’s  (Texas)  Cavalry  Battalion. 


Third  Brigade. 


Col.  George  Flournoy. 

16th  Texas,  Col.  George  Flournoy. 

17th  Texas,  Col.  R.  T.  P.  Allen. 

19th  Texas,  Col.  Richard  Waterhouse. 

16th  Texas  Cavalry,  Col.  William  Fitzhugh. 

Artillery. 

Daniel’s  (Texas)  battery. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  T. 
First  Brigade. 

, commanding. 

6th  Texas,  Col.  R.  R.  Garland. 

24th  Texas  Cavalry,  Col.  F.  C.  Wilkes. 
25th  Texas  Cavalry,  Col.  C.  C.  Gillespie. 
Denson’s  (Louisiana)  cavalry. 

Hart’s  (Arkansas)  battery. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  James  Deshler. 

10th  Texas,  Col.  R.  Q.  Mills. 

15th  Texas  Cavalry,  Col.  Geo.  H.  Sweet. 
18th  Texas  Cavalry,  Col.  N.  H.  Darnell. 
Ilaldeman’s  (Texas)  battery. 


. Churchill. 

Third  Brigade. 

' 

Col.  J.  W.  Dunnington. 

19th  Arkansas,  Col.  C.  L.  Dawson. 

24th  Arkansas,  Col.  E.  E.  Portlock,  jr. 
Crawford’s  (Arkansas)  battalion. 

Marine  Battery. 

Nutt’s  (Louisiana)  cavalry. 

Fourth  Bngade. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Hawes. 

12th  Texas  Cavalry,  Col.  W.  H.  Parsons.  1 
19th  Texas  Cavalry,  Col.  N.  M.  Burford. 
21st  Texas  Cavalry,  Col.  Geo.  W.  Carter.  J 
Chrisman’s  (Arkansas)  battalion. 


Fifth  Brigade. 


Col.  M.  J.  White. 

3d  Missouri  Cavalry,  Col.  Colton  Greene. 
4th  Missouri  Cavalry,  Col.  J.  Q.  Burbridge. 
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Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Near  Van  Buren , Ark .,  December  21,  18G2. 

Major-General  Hindman, 

Commanding  First  Corps , Trans-Mississippi  Army : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  department  directs  me  to 
say  that  the  supplies  in  the  neighborhood  of  Van  Buren  and  Fort  Smith 
having  been  exhausted,  you  will  move  with  your  corps,  except  such  part 
of  it  as  is  necessary  for  the  defense  of  the  Indian  country,  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Lewisburg,  and  as  soon  as  General  Marmaduke’s  horses  are 
sufficiently  recruited  you  will  order  him  to  some  point  in  the  Black  or 
White  Kiver  Valley,  where  necessary  forage  for  his  animals  can  be  pro- 
cured, and  will  direct  him  to  assume  command  of  all  the  troops  that  are 
in  or  hereafter  may  be  ordered  to  Northeastern  Arkansas.  You  will 
give  him  such  instructions  relative  to  the  defense  of  that  frontier,  the 
apprehension  of  deserters,  and  the  enforcement  of  the  conscript  law  as 
may  be  best  calculated  to  effect  those  purposes.  On  General  Marma- 
duke’s  assuming  command  of  Colonel  [M.  J.]  White’s  force,  which  will 
be  ordered  to  report  to  him,  he  will  order  that  officer  to  report  to  me  at 
Little  Rock. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  HINSDALE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Little  Rock.  Ark.,  December  29, 1862. 

General:  The  political  condition  of  the  Indians  inhabiting  the  ter- 
ritory bordering  this  State  on  the  west  and  the  State  of  Texas  on  the 
north  has  of  late  assumed  an  unsettled  and  unsatisfactory  character. 
The  enemy  have  left  nothing  undone  to  promote  disaffection  among  the 
various  tribes  who  have  heretofore  entered  into  treaty  stipulations  with 
the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States.  The  civilized  Indians  of 
this  territory  are  in  great  fear  and  apprehension  that  their  country  will 
be  invaded  by  the  wild  tribes  of  the  West.  In  view,  therefore,  of  these 
facts,  and  the  fixed  policy  of  the  Government  to  maintain  friendly  rela- 
tions with  both  the  civilized  and  wild  tribes,  the  lieutenant-general  com- 
manding the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  directs  me  to  say  that  you 
will  order  the  officer  in  command  of  the  Indian  frontier  of  Texas,  on  the 
north,  to  confine  his  operations  entirely  to  the  defense  of  the  frontier 
settlements,  and  under  no  circumstances  whatever  is  an  aggressive 
war  against  the  Indians  to  be  inaugurated.  The  troops  stationed  on 
the  frontier  of  Texas  are  to  be  fully  impressed  with  the  necessity  of 
preserving  peaceful  relations  with  all  the  bordering  Indian  tribes.  War 
against  the  Comanches  or  other  wild  tribes  must  recoil  upon  our  civil- 
ized Indian  allies,  and  thus  tend  much  to  weaken,  if  not  totally  destroy, 
their  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States.  I inclose 
you  herewith  copy  of  a special  order  * assigning  Brig.  Gen.  W.  Steele 
to  command  in  the  Indian  Territory,  and  also  ex  officio  Superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Not  found. 
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Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

December  30,  1802. 

General  [John  S.]  Bowen: 

General:  I am  instructed  by  General  Price  to  say  that  the  Presi- 
dent, during  his  late  visit  to  this  place,  assured  him  that  he  fully  appre- 
ciated the  importance  of  transferring  the  Missouri  troops  to  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department,  and  that  he  had  already  given  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  orders  (which  he  would  forthwith  reiterate)  to  make  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  for  sending  them  thither  in  time  to  make  the  spring 
campaign  in  Missouri.*  As  they  could  not  possibly  accomplish  any 
good  by  going  there  before  spring  time,  and  as  their  presence  here  at 
this  time  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  republic,  the  gen- 
eral hopes  that  every  Missourian  will  remain  willingly  at  the  post  of  ; 
duty,  and  endeavor,  under  the  leadership  of  our  new  chieftain,  General 
Joseph  E.  Johnston,  to  farther  illustrate,  by  a prompt  and  cheerful 
obedience  to  orders  in  camp  and  on  the  field,  the  proud  reputation  of 
the  Missouri  volunteers. 

The  general  wishes  General  [M.  E.]  Green  to  communicate  the  Presi- 
dent’s promises  informally  to  the  officers  and  men  of  his  brigade. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  L.  SNEAD, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

* See  General  Price’s  address,  December  14,  to  tbe  Missouri  troops,  p.  794;  Johnston 
to  Davis,  December  22,  p.  800;  and  Holmes  to  Johnston,  December  29,  p.  810,  Series 
I,  Vol.  XVII,  Part  II. 


APPENDIX 


Embracing  documents  received  too  late  for  insertion  in  proper  sequence. 


JUNE  16-SEPTEMBEK  13,  1863. — The  Sioux  Expedition,  Dakota.* 

Idqrs.  Dist.  of  Minnesota,  Dept,  of  the  Northwest, 

In  the  Field , 60  miles  west  of  Fort  Abercrombie , 

Camp  Stevens , August  16,  1863. 

Major:  My  last  dispatch  of  the  7th  instant  from  Gamp  Carter  con- 
fined a report  of  my  operations  against  the  hostile  Sioux,  and  of  their 
complete  discomfiture  in  three  separate  engagements,  and  their  hurried 
light  across  the  Missouri  River,  with  the  loss  of  large  quantities  of  pro- 
visions, clothing,  and  other  indispensable  articles.  So  severely  were 
hey  punished  also  by  the  fall  in  battle  of  many  of  their  bravest  and 
nost  distinguished  warriors,  that  they  made  none  of  their  customary 
ittempts  to  revenge  their  losses  by  night  attacks,  excepting  in  one  case, 
vlien  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  Missouri.  A volley  was  fired  into 
ny  camp  about  an  hour  after  midnight,  without  any  injury  being  the 
•esult,  excepting  the  killing  of  1 mule  and  wounding  of  2 others.  The 
ire  was  promptly  returned  by  the  men  on  guard,  and  no  further  demon- 
stration was  made  by  the  savages. 

From  Camp  Carter  I proceeded  to  the  intrenched  portion  of  Camp 
Afichison,  and,  breaking  up  the  encampment,  I took  up  the  line  of  march 
v'ith  the  column  toward  Fort  Abercrombie,  and  am  thus  far  advanced 
>n  the  route. 

I dispatched  Colonel  McPhaill,  with  four  companies  of  Mounted 
dangers  and  a section  of  mountain  howitzers,  from  Camp  Atchison,  with 
he  directions  to  proceed  to  the  mouth  of  Snake  River,  a tributary  of 
he  James  River,  where  a small  but  mischievous  band  of  E.  Yankton- 
lais  Sioux  are  supposed  to  have  planted  corn,  to  make  prisoners  of  the 
idult  males,  or  destroy  them,  if  resistance  was  made;  thence  to  sweep 
he  country  to  the  head  of  the  Redwood  River,  and  down  that  stream 
;o  the  Minnesota  River,  and  proceed  to  Fort  Ridgely  and  await  further 
)rders. 

The  region  traversed  by  my  column  between  the  first  crossing  of  Ghey- 
mne  River  and  the  Coteau  of  the  Missouri  is  for  the  most  part  unin- 
labitable.  If  the  devil  were  permitted  to  select  a residence  upon  the 
jarth,  he  would  probably  choose  this  particular  district  for  an  abode, 
vith  the  redskins’  murdering  and  plundering  bands  as  his  ready  minis- 
ters, to  verify  by  their  ruthless  deeds  his  diabolical  hate  to  all  who  be- 
ong  to  a Christian  race.  Through  this  vast  desert  lakes  fair  to  the  eye 
ibound,  but  generally  their  waters  are  strongly  alkaline  or  intensely 
fitter  and  brackish.  The  valleys  between  them  frequently  reek  with 
ulphurous  and  other  disagreeable  vapors.  The  heat  was  so  intolerable 
hat  the  earth  was  like  a heated  furnace,  and  the  breezes  that  swept 


See  also  p.  352. 
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along  its  surface  were  as  scorching  and  suffocating  as  the  famed  sirocco.  s 
Yet  through  all  these  difficulties  men  and  animals  toiled  on  until  the  ' 
objects  of  the  expedition  were  accomplished. 

I could  not  learn  from  the  Bed  Eiver  half-breeds  that  any  of  the  Eed 
Lake  Chippewas  were  on  the  Eed  Eiver;  consequently, in  the  debilitated 
condition  of  the  men  and  the  suffering  state  of  the  animals,  I deemed 
it  improper  to  make  any  movement  in  that  direction.  I shall,  however, 
on  my  return,  make  a demonstration  of  force  toward  Otter  Tail  Lake, 
and  other  localities  where  the  Chippewa  Indians  are  usually  found,  and 
then  post  the  troops  under  my  command  so  as  to  protect  the  frontier  at 
all  points  from  the  few  roving  Indians  who  are  said  to  infest  it. 

Should  General  Sully  take  up  the  pursuit  of  the  Indians  at  the  point 
on  the  Missouri  Eiver  where  I was  obliged  to  abandon  it,  as  I trust  he 
will,  and  inflict  further  chastisement  upon  them,  it  might  be  consistent 
with  the  security  of  the  Minnesota  frontier  to  diminish  the  force  in  this 
military  district;  otherwise  I have  the  honor  to  submit  that  there  may  ; 
and  probably  will  be  a further  necessity  for  the  use  of  the  whole  of  it 
in  further  operations  against  these  powerful  bands  should  they  attempt, 
in  large  numbers,  to  molest  the  settlements  in  retaliation  for  the  losses  j 
they  have  sustained  during  the  late  engagements. 

So  soon  as  I shall  reach  Fort  Abercrombie — in  five  or  six  days  from 
this  time — I will  probably  obtain  such  additional  information  of  the  * 
state  of  things  along  the  border  as  will  enable  me  to  act  understand 
ingly  in  the  disposition  of  my  forces,  and  will  again  address  you  on  the 
subject. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  SIBLEY, 

Br  igadier - General , Commanding . 

J.  F.  Meline, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Milwaukee. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minnesota,  Dept,  of  the  Northwest, 

In  the  Field,  Camp  Hackett , Fort  Abercrombie,  August  23, 1863. 

Major:  In  my  last  dispatches  to  headquarters  of  the  department,  I 
inadvertently  omitted  to  state  that,  after  having  left  Camp  Atchison  in 
pursuit  of  the  hostile  Indians,  I fell  in  with  some  of  the  half-breed 
hunters  from  Eed  Eiver,  who  informed  me  that  while  the  main  body  of 
the  savages  had  gone  toward  the  Missouri,  a small  camp  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  lodges  had  taken  the  direction  of  DeviPs  Lake,  and  would  be 
found  on  its  shores.  I immediately  dispatched  orders  to  Major  Cook, 
dated  22d  July,  to  send  Captain  Burt,  of  the  Seventh  Minnesota  Vol- 
unteers, with  two  companies  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry,  to  scour  the 
country  in  that  quarter. 

That  efficient  officer  took  up  the  line  of  march  on  the  24th  July,  and 
during  eight  days7  absence  from  camp  he  examined  thoroughly  the  re- 
gion to  the  west  of  DeviPs  Lake,  without  discovering  any  Indians  or 
fresh  traces  of  them,  excepting  one  young  man,  a son  of  Little  Crow, 
who  was  found  in  a state  of  exhaustion  on  the  prairie,  and  was  taken 
prisoner  without  resistance,  and  brought  into  Camp  Atchison.  He  states 
positively  that  his  father,  Little  Crow,  was  killed  at  some  point  in  the 
Big  Woods  on  the  Minnesota  frontier,  by  shots  from  white  men,  while 
his  father  and  himself  were  engaged  in  picking  berries ; that  his  father 
had  taken  with  him  this  son  and  16  other  men  and  1 woman,  and  gone 
from  the  camp,  then  at  DeviPs  Lake,  several  weeks  previously,  to  the 
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settlements  in  Minnesota,  to  steal  liorses,  Little  Crow  stating  to  his  son 
that  the  Indians  were  too  weak  to  fight  against  the  whites,  and  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  secure  horses,  and  then  to  return  and  take  his 
family  to  a distant  part  of  the  country,  where  they  would  not  be  in 
danger  from  the  whites. 

He  has  repeated  the  statement  to  me  without  any  material  variation, 
and,  as  his  account  corroborates  the  newspaper  reports  of  the  mode 
in  which  2 Indians,  who  were  engaged  in  picking  berries,  were  ap- 
proached by  a Mr.  Lampson  and  his  son,  and  one  of  them  killed,  and 
the  body  accurately  described,  there  is  no  longer  any  doubt  that  the 
originator  of  the  horrible  massacres  of  1862  has  met  his  death. 

I have  brought  Wo-wi-na-pa,  Little  Crow’s  son,  with  3 other  Sioux 
Indians,  taken  prisoners  by  my  scouts,  to  Fort  Abercrombie,  where 
they  are  at  present  confined.  I have  ordered  a military  commission  to 
convene  to-day  for  their  trial,  the  proceedings  of  which  will  be  sent  you 
when  completed.  The  scouts  took  prisoners  7 women  and  3 or  4 chil- 
dren, who  were  in  the  camp  with  the  3 men,  but  I released  them  on 
my  departure  from  James  Kiver,  where  they  were  found.  Two  of  the 
women  were  fugitives  from  the  reservation  on  the  Missouri  below,  being 
recognized  by  the  half-breed  scouts  as  having  passed  the  winter  at 
Fort  Snelling.  They  stated  that  they  had  left  the  reservation  in  com- 
pany with  3 men,  who  had  gone  to  the  main  camp  on  the  Missouri. 

The  result  of  the  expedition  under  Captain  Burt  has  proved  conclu- 
sively that  there  are  very  few,  if  any,  Sioux  Indians  between  Devil’s 
Lake  and  the  Missouri  Fiver,  and  that  all  the  bands  whose  haunts  are  in 
the  immense  prairie  region  between  the  latter  stream  and  the  British 
possessions,  were  concentrated  in  the  great  camp  driven  by  my  forces 
across  the  Missouri. 

I have  organized  an  expedition,  composed  of  three  companies  of  cav- 
alry, to  proceed  to  Otter  Tail  Lake,  and  thence  to  Fort  Kipley,  with 
written  instructions  to  the  commanding  officer,  Major  Parker.  I shall 
probably  dispatch  the  Tenth  Begiment  Minnesota  Volunteers  to  scour 
the  country  from  Sauk  Center  to  Fort  Bidgely,  more  with  a view  to 
reassure  the  settlers  along  the  Big  Woods  than  because  I have  a belief 
that  any  but  a few  lurking  savages  are  to  be  found  now  on  the  imme- 
diate frontier.  I shall  march  from  this  post  on  the  25th  with  the 
remainder  of  my  column,  and  take  the  route  by  Alexandria  and  Sauk 
Center,  taking  such  measures  for  the  security  of  tbe  border  as  I may 
deem  necessary. 

The  cavalry  expedition  under  Major  Parker  will  pass  through  the 
region  frequented  by  the  Pillager  and  other  strong  bands  of  Chippewa 
Indians,  and  will  have  a decided  moral  effect. 

I will  report  my  movements  as  opportunities  present  themselves. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  SIBLEY, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

J.  F.  Meline, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General  Milwaukee. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minnesota,  Dept,  of  the  Northwest, 

In  the  Field , Camp  Rubles , Sauk  Center , September  2,  1863. 
Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  with  the  column  at 
this  post.  A requisition  has  been  made  upon  me  by  Senator  Bainsey, 
commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  negotiate  a treaty 
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with  the  Pembina  and  Red  Lake  bands  of  Chippewas,  for  an  escort  of 
two  companies  of  cavalry  and  one  of  infantry,  or  a section  of  artillery, 
which  I shall,  of  course,  furnish.  I shall  detach  the  Tenth  Regiment 
from  the  column  there,  with  orders  to  scour  the  country  along  the  line 
of  posts  to  Fort  Ridgely,  and  like  orders  to  Colonel  McPhaill  will  be  { 
sent  him  to  morrow,  Avho,  with  five  companies  of  cavalry  detached  to  1 
sweep  the  region  from  James  River  to  Fort  Ridgely,  has  doubtless  | 
reached  that  post,  to  visit  the  lines  of  posts  south  to  the  Iowa  line. 

I have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  Indians  will  make  any  immediate  I 
raid  along  the  border,  but  the  people  fear  it,  and  the  steps  proposed  j 
will  at  least  tend  to  reassure  them. 

I have  as  yet  received  no  dispatch  from  General  Pope  or  yourself 
informing  me  of  the  receipt  of  my  communications  detailing  the  move- 
ments of  my  immediate  command  since  the  engagements  with  the  hos-  1 
tile  Indians.  I trust  to  receive  one  very  soon. 

Major  Camp,  commanding  Fort  Abercrombie,  has  sent  a special  mes- 
senger to  overtake  me  with  information  received  from  Captain  Donald- 
son, who  left  Pembina  on  the  27th  instant.  Standing  Buffalo,  a 
Sisseton  chief,  who  has  uniformly  been  opposed  to  the  war,  had  visited 
Saint  Joseph  with  a few  of  his  men.  He  reports  that  the  Indians  had 
recrossed  the  Missouri,  and  were  now  on  the  Missouri  Coteau,  near  the 
scene  of  our  first  battle;  that  they  intend  to  winter  at  Devil’s  Lake; 
that  they  are  in  a state  of  utter  destitution,  and  7 of  the  chiefs  are 
desirous  to  make  peace,  and  deliver  up  the  murderers  as  the  price  for 
obtaining  it.  He  represents  the  Indians  to  be  very  much  frightened  at 
the  results  of  operations  against  them.  They  have,  however,  murdered 
24  miners  and  1 woman,  who  were  on  their  way  down  the  Missouri  in 
a flat-boat.  They  acknowledge  a loss  of  30  men  in  the  affair.  A child 
was  spared,  and  retained  as  prisoner.  Standing  Buffalo  further  states 
that  the  Indians  lost  many  drowned  in  crossing  the  Missouri  when  we 
were  in  chase  of  them,  but  they  deny  that  they  lost  more  than  13  iu 
battle.  The  remarkable  dislike  to  acknowledge  how  many  are  killed  in 
action  is  characteristic  of  the  race.  Forty-six  dead  bodies  Avere  fouud 
by  my  command,  and  doubtless  many  more  Avere  concealed  or  carried 
off,  and  a large  number  were  wTounded,  who  were  also  transported  from 
the  field  by  their  comrades. 

No  blow  ever  received  by  them  has  created  such  consternation,  and 
I trust  and  believe  that  if  General  Sully  takes  their  fresh  trail  inland, 
and  delivers  another  stroke  upon  them,  they  will  be  for  peace  at  any 
price. 

I would  respectfully  suggest  that  Major  Hatch’s  battalion  be  ordered 
to  garrison  a post  at  Saint  Joseph  or  Pembina.  They  may  do  good 
service  there.  I shall  probably  leave  the  column  in  three  or  four  days 
and  proceed  to  Saint  Paul,  where  I will  again  address  you. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serATint, 

H.  H.  SIBLEY, 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 


J.  F.  Meline, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Milwaukee. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minnesota,  Dept,  of  the  Northa\test, 

Saint  Paul , Minn.,  September  12,  1863. 
Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  portion  of  the  expedi- 
tionary force  remaining  undetached  encamped  a few  miles  above  Fort 
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Snelling  last  night,  and  will  reach  the  immediate  vicinity  of  that  post 
to  day,  and  will  go  into  camp  until  further  orders.  It  consists  of  the 
Sixth  and  Seventh  Regiments  of  Minnesota  Volunteers,  and  one  sec- 
tion each  of  6-pounders  and  mountain  howitzers. 

I would  respectfully  suggest  for  the  consideration  of  Major-General 
Pope,  that  at  least  one- third  instead  of  one-fourth  of  the  officers  and  men 
who  have  participated  in  the  long  and  tiresome  campaign  just  closed 
be  permitted  to  visit  their  homes  at  the  same  time,  so  that  opportunity 
be  given  to  all  of  them  to  do  so  before  marching  orders.  In  fact,  if 
one-half  were  granted  immediate  leave  of  absence  for  a limited  period, 
the  whole  matter  would  be  much  simplified,  especially  as  the  residence 
of  many  of  the  officers  and  men  is  remote  from  this  point. 

I have  carefully  perused  General  Pope’s  dispatch  of  29th  ultimo, 
relative  to  the  disposition  of  the  forces  to  remain  in  the  State  during 
the  approaching  winter. 

I would  respectfully  recommend  that  at  least  two  regiments  of  in- 
fantry in  addition  to  the  mounted  men  of  Hatch’s  battalion  and  those 
contemplated  to  be  re-enlisted  from  the  Mounted  Rangers  be  retained 
for  the  protection  of  the  border. 

The  Upper  Sioux  are  desirous  to  have  re-established  their  former 
amicable  relations  with  the  Government,  and  I think  may  be  made 
to  deliver  up,  as  the  price  of  peace,  those  of  the  lower  bands  who  were 
actors  in  the  tragedies  of  1862.  But  they  are  in  constant  intercourse 
with  the  Red  River  half-breeds,  and  would  promptly  be  informed  of  the 
reduction  of  the  force  in  this  district  through  them,  and,  if  impressed 
with  an  idea  that  the  diminution  was  so  great  as  to  prevent  the  Gov- 
ernment from  further  chastising  them  in  case  it  became  necessary,  they 
might  be  emboldened  to  continue  the  war,  and  thereby  necessitate  an 
other  expedition  for  their  complete  subjugation. 

As  a measure  of  economy,  therefore,  I do  not  think  it  would  be  pru- 
dent at  the  present  crisis  to  weaken  too  much  the  military  force  in  this 
district. 


So  soon  as  the  requisite  information  can  be  obtained,  I will  dispatch 
to  you  a full  statement  of  the  arrangements  proposed  to  be  made  for 
the  defense  of  the  frontier,  for  the  consideration  of  the  major-general 
commanding. 

I beg  leave  to  state  that  Fort  Abercrombie  is  already  inclosed  with 
a stockade  sufficient  for  defensive  purposes,  and  that  earthworks  have 
been  erected  at  Fort  Ridgely  for  the  security  of  that  post.  The  de- 
fenses at  Fort  Ripley  are  also  in  good  condition,  a stockade  having  been 
built  on  all  sides,  excepting  on  the  river  front,  where  Colonel  Thomas 
does  not  deem  one  necessary. 

I would  respectfully  request  that  none  of  the  regiments  to  be  ordered 
south  receive  marching  orders  before  the  loth  October,  by  which  time 
all  will  have  had  opportunity  to  visit  their  homes,  and  the  season  for 
apprehending  Indian  raids  will  have  passed.  As  instructed  by  General 
Pope,  I will  indicate  in  a very  few  days  the  regiment  or  regiments  to 
be  posted  in  this  State. . 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  SIBLEY, 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 

J.  F.  Meline, 


Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Mihvaulcee. 
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Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Minnesota,  Dept,  of  the  Northwest, 

Saint  Paul , Minn.,  September  16,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  for  your  information  certain 
facts  which  have  lately  transpired,  that  may,  and  probably  will,  have 
a most  important  bearing  upon  the  future  relations  between  the  Gov- 1 
ernment  and  the  upper  bands  of  Sioux  inhabiting  the  country  on  the 
north  and  east  of  the  Missouri  River. 

My  previous  dispatches  have  fully  advised  you  of  the  great  concen- 
tration of  Indian  warriors,  to  oppose  the  column  under  my  command 
in  penetrating  the  immense  prairies  between  the  Red  River  of  the  North 
and  the  Missouri  Ri  ver,  and  their  utter  rout  and  retreat  across  the  latter  j 
stream,  with  the  loss  of  their  subsistence,  clothing,  and  means  of  trans- ! 
portation,  which  fell  into  my  hands  and  were  destroyed. 

The  state  of  destitution  in  which  they  found  themselves  and  their  i 
utter  inability  to  contend  with  our  disciplined  troops  in  the  open  field ! 
have  so  terrified  the  large  majority  of  these  savages  that  they  have  ex-  • 
pressed  a fervent  desire  to  re-establish  peace  with  the  Government  at 
any  price. 

Standing  Buffalo,  a leading  chief  of  the  Sisseton  Sioux,  and  who  has 
been  consistent  in  his  opposition  to  the  hostilities  initiated  by  the  Min- 
day,  Wakomton,  and  Wakpeton  bands  in  1862,  lately  visited  Saint  Jo- 
seph, near  the  British  line,  accompanied  by  several  deputies  from  the 
other  upper  bands,  and  held  a conference  with  Father  Andre,  a Catholic  i 
priest,  who  is  held  in  high  estimation  alike  by  the  half-breed  hunters  and 
by  the  Sioux  Indians.  So  far  as  I can  ascertain,  these  deputies  repre- 
sented  all  those  powerful  bands  not  immediately  implicated  in  the  mur- 
ders and  outrages  perpetrated  on  the  Minnesota  frontier  during  the  past  | 
year,  but  who  participated  with  the  refugees  from  Wood  Lake  in  the  en- 
gagements with  the  expeditionary  force  under  my  command  in  the  month 
of  July  last.  In  fact,  in  the  communication  made  to  me  by  Father  An- 
dre, he  distinctly  states  as  one  of  the  happy  results  of  the  expedition, 
that  “ judging  from  the  anxiety  displayed  by  these  men  (the  deputies)* 
the  greater  portion  of  the  Sioux  are  desirous  of  an  opportunity  to  offer 
their  submission,  and  the  murderers,  once  abandoned  by  the  other  In- 
dians, can  be  easily  reduced.” 

The  combination  of  Indians  defeated  by  my  column  in  the  late  engage- 
ments may  be  thus  classified  : Minnesota  River  bands,  remnants,  250 
warriors ; Sisseton  Sioux,  450  warriors;  E.  Yanktonnais,  1,200  warriors; 
other  straggling  bands,  including  Teton  Sioux,  from  the  west  side  of 
the  Missouri  River,  probably  400  warriors;  making  an  aggregate  force 
of  from  2,300  to  2,500  warriors.  These  constitute  the  full  strength  of 
the  Dakota  or  Sioux  Indians  inhabiting  the  prairies  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Missouri  River,  w^fli  few  and  insignificant  exceptions.  The  small 
number  of  those  who  succeeded  in  effecting  their  escape  after  the  de- 
cisive conflict  of  Wood  Lake,  and  whose  crimes  against  humanity  pre- 
clude any  hope  of  pardon  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  when  deserted 
by  the  great  bands  they  hoped  to  complicate  inextricably  in  their  hos- 
tilities against  the  whites  will  be  rendered  powerless  for  evil,  as  justly 
remarked  by  Father  Andre. 

That  gentleman,  in  the  communication  referred  to,  gives  the  sub- 
stance of  the  appeal  of  Standing  Buffalo  for  peace  : 

He  wished  me  to  assure  you  that  neither  he  nor  his  men  had  taken  any  part  in  the 
war  against  the  whites;  that  he  was  prepared  now,  as  he  always  had  been,  to  sub- 
mit to  such  disposition  as  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  Government,  and  he  regretted 
very  much  that  he  could  not  meet  you  in  your  camp  to  give  you  this  assurance. 
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He  further  stated  his  desire  to  deliver  himself  up  to  the  Government 
with  his  band  at  such  time  and  place  as  I might  designate,  only  receiv- 
ing the  assurance  that  they  would  not  be  held  as  prisoners  or  removed 
to  a greater  distance,  referring  to  the  reservation  on  the  Missouri  to 
which  the  families  of  Sioux  captives  have  been  transferred. 

Since  the  news  of  General  Sully  having  fallen  upon  a Sioux  camp  and 
destroyed  it  reached  me,  I feel  sanguine  that  these  bands  will  be  even 
more  than  ever  disposed  to  submit,  and,  with  the  view  of  opening  com- 
munication with  them,  I respectfully  ask  that  I may  be  instructed  to 
employ  Father  Andr6,  and  such  other  competent  persons  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary,  to  visit  the  Indians,  and  proffer  such  conditions  of 
peace  as  you  may  deem  proper  to  accord  under  the  circumstances. 

I would  also  respectfully  suggest  that  these  conditions  should  em- 
brace the  expulsion  or  delivery  of  the  murderers,  and  the  confining  of 
these  bands  to  the  limits  at  such  a safe  distance  from  the  settlements 
in  Minnesota  as  would  effectually  dissipate  all  apprehensions  of  renewed 
raids  on  the  frontier. 

If  properly  managed,  I have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Indian 
war  will  soon  be  terminated  and  the  quiet  of  the  border  entirely  re- 
stored. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  SIBLEY, 
Brigadier-  General , Commanding. 


Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope, 

Milwaukee. 


DECEMBER  16-31,  1863. — Scout  from  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  including  skir- 
mishes (23d)  at  Stroud’s  Store  and  (25th)  on  Buffalo  River.* 

Fayetteville,  Ark., 

January  1,  1864. 

Sir  : The  scout  under  command  of  Capt.  John  I.  Worthington,  First 
Arkansas  Cavalry,  which  left  this  place  December  15,  will  be  in  this 
evening. 

Captain  Worthington  and  Lieutenant  Thompson  returned  yesterday 
evening.  They  report  more  or  less  skirmishing  nearly  every  day,  and 
hard  fighting  on  the  23d,  24th,  and  25th.  Met  a force  of  about  200  on 
the  23cl,  near  Marshall’s  Prairie,  Carroll  County,  and  fought  them  over 
two  hours,  routing  them  completely  and  killing  several. 

On  the  24th,  attacked  about  the  same  number,  again  routing  them 
and  driving  them  in  confusion. 

On  the  25th,  in  Searcy  County,  on  Bichland  [Creek],  a foraging  party, 
under  Lieutenant  Jernigan,  First  Arkansas  Cavalry,  were  attacked 
about  noon  by  200  of  the  enemy,  and  were  obliged  to  retreat  in  con- 
fusion. Lieutenant  Jernigan  was  wounded,  and  several  of  our  men 
taken  prisoners,  and  afterward  stripped  and  shot. 

From  this  time  until  dusk  there  was  continual  skirmishing  and 
picket  fighting.  At  dark,  the  enemy  were  found  to  have  been  re-en- 
forced, numbering  at  least  800,  and  completely  surrounding  our  party. 
About  dark,  an  attempt  was  made  by  200  to  capture  our  howitzer, 
which  was  gallantly  frustrated  by  Lieutenant  Thompson,  commanding 

* See  also  p.  779. 
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the  piece,  who  double  shotted  it,  and  fired  among  the  enemy  when  non 
more  than  30  paces  distant,  killing  many  and  causing  them  to  fall  back. 

After  hard  lighting,  our  boys  succeeded  in  cutting  their  way  out,  and 
retreated  in  good  order. 

The  enemy  lost  at  least  30  killed,  besides  many  wounded.  Our  loss, 
was  G killed,  7 or  8 wounded. 

Lieutenant  Jernegan  was  wounded  in  the  thigh,  not  badly.  Two  Gov- 
ernment wagons  were  abandoned  on  account  of  the  roads ; the  teams 
were  all  saved.  Official  report  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  possible. 

T.  J.  HUNT, 

Major , Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Sanborn, 

Commanding  District  of  Southwest  Missouri. 


ALTERNATE  DESIGNATIONS  OF  ORGANIZATIONS  MENTIONED  IN  THIS 

VOLUME A 

Abbey’s  (Frederick  J.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops , 37th  Regiment. 

Abernathy’s  (James  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  9th  Regiment.  . 

Adair’s  (W.  P.)  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment,  Cherokee. 
Adams’  (Charles  W.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  12 th  Regiment .. 

Adams’  (C.  W.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Adams’  (R.  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Beal  G.  Jeans ’ Cavalry. 

Akard’s  (James  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Alexander’s  (A.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  34 th  Regiment. 

Alexander’s  (Edmund  B.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  10 ih  Regiment. 
Allen’s  (Asaph)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Allen’s  (John  D.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  Militia. 

Allen’s  (Norman)  Artillery.  See  Kansas  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Allen’s  (R.  T.  P.)  Infantry.  See  Texas  Troops,  17 th  Regiment. 

Almstedt’s  (Henry)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Anderson’s  (Daniel)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Anderson’s  (W.  B.)  Cavalry.  See  A.  S.  Dobbin’s  Cavalry. 

Andrews’  (Christopher  C.)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Arkansas  Thirty-fifth  Infantry  (Confederate).  See  J.  P.  King’s  Infantry. 

Arkansas  Twenty-second  Infantry  (Confederate).  See  J.  P.  King’s  Infantry. 
Arkansas  Fifth  Cavalry  (Confederate).  See  R.  C.  Newton's  Cavalry. 

Armstrong’s  (A.  J. ) Artillery.  See  Kansas  Troops,  Colored. 

Arnett’s  (John  C.)  Artillery.  See  C.  B.  Etter’s  Artillery. 

Arnold’s  (Anthony)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  12 th  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Atherton’s  (Joseph  B.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  22 d Regiment. 

Atwater’s  (Joseph  B. ) Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  E. 
Backof ’s  (Frank)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  L. 
Bailey’s  (George  W.  K.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  99th  Regiment. 

Baker’s  (James  H.)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Baldwin’s  (Elias  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment. 

Ballinger’s  (John)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  State  Militia.  I 
Bangs’  (William  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  5 th  Regiment,  State 
Militia  ( new ). 

Banzhaf’s  (Charles)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  ls£  Regiment. 

Barker’s  (Edgar  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Barr’s  (A.  J.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  51st  Regiment,  Enrolled  Militia. 


References  are  to  index  following. 
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Barry’s  (W.  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops , Confederate. 

Bass’  (Thomas  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  20 th  Regiment. 

Bassett’s  (B.  S.)  Artillery.  See  Henry  Hopkins’  Artillery. 

Bassett’s  (Owen  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Bateman’s  (M.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  A.  S.  Dobbin's  Cavalry. 

Baumer’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Nebraska  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Beardsley’s  (Ezra  M.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  12 6th  Regiment. 

Bell’s  (Charles  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  Vilh  Regiment. 

Bell’s  (C.  O.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Bell  s (S.  S.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  37 th  Regiment. 

Benjamin’s  (John  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Bennett’s  (G.  W.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Emmett  MacDonald’ s Cavalry. 

Benter’s  (N.  L.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  12 th  Regiment. 

Benton’s  (Thomas  H.,jr.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  29 th  Regiment. 

Berry’s  (C.  E.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Bertram’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  20 th  Regiment. 

Biggers’ . (Thomas  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  hth  Regiment,  State 
Militia  (old). 

Biscoe’s  (C.  N.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  69tli  Regiment. 
Bishop’s  (A.  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  ls7  Regiment. 

Black’s  (James  W.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  51st  Regiment,  Enrolled 
Militia. 

Black’s  (John  Charles)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  37 th  Regiment. 

Black’s  (Thomas  G. ) Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3 d Regiment. 

Blacknall’s  (T.  IT.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  37 th  Regiment. 
Blair’s  (Charles  W.)  Artillery.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Bledsoe’s  (Joseph)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Blocher’s  (William  D.)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Boone’s  (Squire)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Borris’  (Herman)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  A. 

Bowen’s  (Thomas  M.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  13 th  Regiment. 

Bowles’  (John)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  1st  Regiment  (Colored). 

Box’s  (Richard  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Boyd’s  (Marcus)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7 4th Regiment,  Enrolled  Militia. 
Bradford’s  (James  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Brawner’s  (Milton  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment. 
Bredett’s  (Eliphalet)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops , Union,  7th  Regiment. 

Brooks’  (Iverson  L.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  26th  Regiment. 
Brooks’  (W.  H.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Con federate,  34/a  Regiment. 

Brown’s  (L.  T.)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Brown’s  (Richard  H.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  23 d Regiment. 

Brown’s  (William)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Brush’s  (Daniel  H.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  1 8th  Regiment. 

Brutsche’s  (John  D.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  9th  Regiment,  Provis- 
ional Enrolled  Militia. 

Bryan’s  (J.  M.)  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Battalion,  Cherokee. 
Bryan’s  (P.  Gad)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Bull’s  (John  P.)  Cavalry.  See  R.  C.  Newton's.  Cavalry. 

Bunner’s  (Lafayette)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7 th  Regiment. 
Burbridge’s  (John  Q.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  Ath  Regiment. 
Burch’s  (Milton)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment,  State  Militia; 

also  lAth  Regiment,  State  Militia. 

Burford’s  (N.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  19 th  Regiment 
Burners  (John  D.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  5 tli  Battery. 

Burnett’s  (J.  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  13 th  Regiment. 
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Burns’  (S.  P.)  Infantry.  See  De  Witt  C.  Hunter's  Infantry. 

Burrows’  (AmosL.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Byam’s  (EtyerC.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops , 24 th  Regiment. 

Caldwell’s  (Henry  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Caldwell’s  (J.  H.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Caldwell’s  (Joseph  W. ) Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Calkins’  (E.  A ) Cavalry.  See  WisconsinTroops,  3d  Regiment. 

Cameron’s  (Robert  A.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  34 th  Regiment. 

Campbell’s  (L.  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regiment. 
Campbell’s  (L.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regiment. 
Campbell's  (William  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Carpenter’s  (Robert)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Carroll’s  (Charles  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Carter’s  (George  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  21  st  Regiment. 

Catherwood’s  (Edwin  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Cave’s  (Marion)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  23 d Regiment. 

Chandler’s  (John  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment. 

Chase’s  (Jonathan)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Cheek’s  Sharpshooters.  Official  designation  unknown.  See  Cheek, . 

Chrisman’s  (F.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Clark’s  (Charles  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  9 th  Regiment. 

Clark’s  (Edward)  Infantry.  See  Texas  Troops,  14 th  Regiment. 

Clark’s  (John  B.,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Clark’s  (John  G.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 

Clark’s  (Thomas  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Clarkson’s  (T.  S.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  K. 
Clayton’s  (Powell)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Clinton’s  (George  O.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Cloud’s  (William  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Coffee’s  (John  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  Regiment. 

Cole’s  (Nelson)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  E ; also 
2d  Regiment. 

Coleman’s  (Charles  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Coleman’s  (W.  O.)  Partisans.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Collins’  (John  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Collins’  (Richard  A.)  Artillery.  See  Joseph  Bledsoe's  Artillery. 

Collins’  (William  O.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  6tli  Regiment. 

Cook’s  (R.  E.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Regiment  {Colored). 

Cook’s  (Thomas  Z.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  18f/i  Regiment. 

Cooper’s  (Samuel  F.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  40 th  Regiment. 

Corley’s  (Samuel)  Cavalry.  See  A.  S.  Dobbins  Cavalry. 

Corwin’s  (David  B.)  Infantry.  See  Indian  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Home  Guards. 
Coulter’s  (John  P.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Crawford’s  (Samuel  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Crawford’s  (W.  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Cree’s  (Alfred  B.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  22 d Regiment. 

Creek  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Home  Guards. 

Crittenden’s  (Thomas  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Crocker’s  (Watson  D.)  Artillery.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  9th  Battery. 

Crook’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Crump’s  (R.  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Partisan. 

Curran’s  (S.  M.)  Infantry.*  See  S.  M.  Curran. 

Daniel’s  (James  M.)  Artillery.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Darnell’s  (N.  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  18th  Regiment. 
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Darst’s  (Abraham)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops , Union , 7th  Regiment,  Slate  Militia. 
Davis’  (Hannibal  B.)  Cavalry.  S ee  Missouri  Troops , Union,  itli  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Dawson’s  (C.  L.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  19 th  Regiment. 
Dawson’s  (William)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union, 2d  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
De  Costa’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment  (Colored). 
De  Huff’s  (J.  Q.  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  3 d Regiment. 

De  Morse’s  (Charles)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  29 th  Regiment. 

Denson’s  (W.  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Louisiana  Troops. 

Dietrich’s  (J.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Dill’s  (Daniel  J.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  30th  Regiment. 

Dobbin’s  (A.  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Dodd’s  (Theodore  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops , 2d  Regiment. 

Dodge’s  (James  H.)  Artillery.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  9th  Battery. 

Dorsey's  (Caleb)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Doudna’s  (Willoughby)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Douglass’  (Joseph  B.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  61s£  Regiment,  Enrolled 
Militia. 

Drake’s  (Francis  M.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  3 6th  Regiment. 

Draper’s  (Daniel  M. ) Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  9th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Drumhiller’s  (William)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  5 th  Regiment,  State 
Militia  (old). 

Duffield’s  (George)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Duncker’s  (Henry)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Dunlap’s  (Cornelius  W.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  21  st  Regiment. 

Dwelle’s  (G.  M.)  Artillery.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  3d  Battery. 

Eberhart’s  (Gustavus  A.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  32 d Regiment. 

Eddleman’s  (Michael  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  loth  Regiment,  State 
Militia  (new). 

Edgerton’s  (Alonzo  J.)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  10 th  Regiment. 

Edwards’  (Henry  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Nebraska  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Edwards’  (James  W. ) Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Edwards’  (John)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  18 th  Regiment. 

Elliott’s  (Benjamin)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Ellison’s  (J.)  Cavalry.  See  S.  G.  Kitchen’s  Cavalry. 

Ellithorpe’s  (Albert  C.)  Infantry.  See  Indian  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Home 
Guards. 

Engan’s  (Charles)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  D. 
Eno’s  (Edward  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Espey’s  (Hugh)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Etter’s  (C.  B.)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Ewing’s  (Thomas,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  lltli  Regiment. 

Fagan’s  (J.  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment,  Trans-Mis- 
sissippi Department. 

Fischer’s  (Waldemar)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  5th  Regiment,  State 
Militia  (new). 

Fish’s  (Stillman  O.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  K. 
Fitch’s  (Ezra)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Fitzhugh’s  (William)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  1 6th  Regiment. 

Flagg’s  (Samuel  A. ) Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  4 th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Flesher’s  (Henry)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Flournoy’s  (George)  Infantry.  See  Texas  Troops,  1 6th  Regiment. 

Foreman’s  (John  A.)  Infantry.  See  Indian  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment,  Home  Guards. 
Foster’s  (Emory  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Foust’s  (Joseph)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  E • 
also,  F. 
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Freeman’s  (Thomas  R.)  Partisans.  See  Missouri  Troops,  -Confederate.  . * 

Frisbie’s  (H.  N.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops , 37  th  Regiment. 

Furnas’  (Robert  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Nebraska  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Furnas’  (Robert  W.)  Infantry.  See  Indian  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Home  Guards. 
Gallaher’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Indian  Troops,  Union,  3 d Regiment,  Home  Guards . 
Galloway’s  (Charles)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Gardner’s  (John)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Garland’s  (R.  R.)  Infantry.  See  Texas  Troops , 6th  Regiment. 

Garrett’s  (J.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  5th  Regiment. 

Gatlin’s  Texas  Rangers.  Olhcial  designation  unknown.  See  Captain  Gatlin. 

Geddes’  (James  L.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Geiger’s  (Washington  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment. 

Gentry’s  (Henry  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union, 2d  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Gentry’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  5th  Regiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  Militia. 

George’s  (Solomon  A.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Gibson’s  (H.  D. ) Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  33d  Regiment. 

Giddings’  (D.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  ‘21sf  Regiment. 

Gilbert’s  (James  I.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 

Gilksy’s  (C.  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Beal  G.  Jeans’  Cavalry.  , 

Gill’s  (Charles  R.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  29th  Regiment. 

Gillespie’s  (C.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  25tli  Regiment. 

Gillett’s  (L.  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Gilstrap’s  (Jacob)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Glaze’s  (Henry  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  9th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Glover’s  (Albert  D.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3 d Regiment. 

Glover’s  (JohnM.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment. 

Gordon’s  (B.  F.  ) Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops , Confederate,  5th  Regiment. 

Gordon’s  (George  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  5th  Regiment. 

Gould’s  (John  H.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  4 6th  Regiment. 

Gould’s  (Robert  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Gower’s  (James  O.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Graham’s  (Harvey)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  22 d Regiment. 

Gray’s  (John  B.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Green’s  (P.  T.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  73d  Regiment,  Enrolled  Militia. 
Greene’s  (Colton)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regiment. 

Gregg’s  Cavalry.  See  W.  C.  QuantrilVs  Cavalry. 

Griggs’  (Chauncey  W.)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Grinsted’s  (H.  L.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  33 d Regiment. 
Griswold’s  (D.  B.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Guess’  (G.  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Guitar’s  (Odon)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  9th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Hadley’s  (Julius  L.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  25tli  Battery. 

Haines’  (W.  W.)  Artillery.  See  John  W.  Rabb’s  Artillery. 

Haldeman’s  (Horace)  Artillery.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Hall’s  (George  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  4 th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Hansel’s  (Jacob)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  A. 

Harker’s  (Garrison)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Hamden’s  (Henry)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Harrell’s  (John  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Harris’  (Charles  L.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Harris’  (David  M.)  Artillery.  See  Joseph  Bledsoe’s  Artillery. 

Harrison’s  (Isaac  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Louisana  Troops,  15 th  Battalion. 

Harrison’s  (M.  La  Rue)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Harvey’s  (Elijah  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Hart’s  (R.  A.).  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate , 39 th  Regiment. 
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Hart’s  (Thomas  J.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  43d  Regiment,  Enrolled 
’ Militia. 

Hart’s  (William)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Hartman’s  (Theobald)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  13th  Regimeni. 

Hatch’s  (Edwin  A.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Minnesota  Troops. 

Hauck’s  (George)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  K. 
Hawes’  (Charles  W.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  37th  Regiment. 

Hawkins’  (Henry  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment. 
Hawthorn's  (A.  T.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Hayden’s  (Mortimer  M.)  Artillery.  See  Iowa  Troops,  3d  Battery. 

Hayes’  (Josiah  E.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  1 2th  Regiment. 

Heath’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  33d  Regiment. 
Helmrich’s  (Gustav  von)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops , Union,  4th  Regiment. 
Henning’s  (Benjamin  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Herder’s  (John  N.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  ls£  Regiment,  State  Militia 
Hickox’s  (F.  W.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  35 tli  [43d f]  Regiment,  En- 
rolled Militia. 

Higdon’s  (William  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 
Hildebrand’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  77th  Regiment. 

Hill’s  (G.  H.)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Hill’s  (J.  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Hooper’s  (J.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  Regiment. 

Hopkins’  (De  Witt  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  lsi  Regiment. 
Hopkins’  (Henry)  Artillery.  See  Kansas  Troops. 

House’s  (Albert  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Houts’  (Thomas  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops , Union,  7tli  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Howell’s  (Sylvanus)  Artillery.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Howland’s  (James  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment. 
Hubbard’s  (E.  B.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  25 th  Battery. 

Hubbard’s  (James  M.)  Cavalry.  See.  Missouri  Troops,  Union , 1st  Regiment. 
Hubbard’s  (R.  B.)  Infantry.  See  Texas  Troops,  22 d Regiment. 

Hudson’s  (John  G.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  33 d Regiment. 

Hughes’  (Henry  1^.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  3 6th  Regiment. 

Hughey’s  (W.  M.)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Hummell’s  (George  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  12tli  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 


Humphrey’s  (Hector  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Hundhausen’s  (Robert)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  4th  Regiment. 

Hunt’s  (Thomas  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Hunter’s  (De  Witt  C.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Huntoon’s  (Joel)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Jackman’s  (S.  D.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Jackson’s  (Albert)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  12th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Jacobi’s  (Arthur)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Jacobson’s  (Augustus)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  27th  Regiment. 
Jacoby’s  (Lawrence)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  B. 
Jeans’  (Beal  G.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Jeffers’  (William  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate , 8 th  Regiment. 
Jenkins’  (Wilton  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Jenks’  (James  D.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Jewell’s  (L.  R.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Johns’  (A.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment,  State  Militia  (new). 
Johnson’s  (Alfred)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Johnson’s  (A.  N. ) Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment,  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department. 
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Johnson’s  (B.  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Timothy  Peeves ’ Cavalry. 

Johnson’s  (Cyrus  H.J  Artillery.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  9th  Battery. 

Johnson’s  (Horace  B.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union. 

Johnson’s  (James  M.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Unionist  Regiment. 

Johnson’s  (J.  C.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  With  Regiment. 
Johnson’s  (J.  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Johnson’s  ( J.  W. ) Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2 6th  Regiment,  Enrolled  Militia. 
Johnson’s  (William  S.)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union. 

Johnston’s  (J.  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Charles  A.  Carroll’s  Cavalry. 

Jones’  (B.  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  3 d Regiment. 

Jones’  (John)  Artillery.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  3d  Battery. 

Judson’s  (William  R.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Kane  County  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops. 

Kauffman’s  (Albert  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1 1th  Regiment. 

Kelly’s  (George  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops , Union,  4th  Regiment,  State  Militiu. 
Kennedy’s  (Thomas  H.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Kent’s  (Daniel)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Killen’s  (T.  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

King’s  (Austin  A.,  jr.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops , Union,  6th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
King’s  (J.  P.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

King’s  (Walter)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3 d Regiment,  State  Militia  (old),  j 
King’s  (Walter)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  4th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Kinsman’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  23 d Regiment. 

Kitchen’s  (S.  G.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Kittredge’s  (Charles  W.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  3 6th  Regiment. 

Klauss’  (Martin)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Knowles’  (Daniel  C.)  Artillery.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Koehne’s  (Henry  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Krez’s  (Conrad)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 

La  Boo’s  (D.)  Cavalry.  See  Nebraska  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

La  Fayette  Comity  Militia.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  71st  Regiment,  Enrolled 
Militia. 

La  Grange’s  (O.  II.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Lane’s  (W.  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Partisan. 

Langen’s  (Edward)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  4th  Regiment. 

Lawther’s  (Robert  R.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Lazear’s  (Bazel  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  ls£  and  12 th  Regiments, 
State  Militia. 

Leake’s  (Joseph  B.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  20 th  Regiment. 

Lee’s  Militia.  Official  designation  uukuown.  See  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee. 

Lee’s  (Roswell  W.)  Artillery.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Leeper’s  (William  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3 d Regiment,  State 
Militia  (new). 

Leflar’s  (Samuel)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops. 

Lemon’s  (Joseph  K.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  63d  Regiment. 

Lennon’s  (John  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3 d Regiment. 

Leonard’s  (Reeves)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  9th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Lesueur’s  (A.  A.)  Artillery.  See  C.  B.  Tilden’s  Artillet'y. 

Lewis’  (L.  M.)  Infantry.  See  J.  H.  Caldwell’s  Infantry. 

Lindsay’s  (James)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union. 

Lindsay’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  68tli  Regiment,  Enrolled 
Militia. 

Lindsay’s  (John  G.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Lines’  (E.  C.  D.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops, 2d  Regiment. 

Linn  County  Militia.  See  Kansas  Troops. 
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Lippert’s  (Lotliar)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops , 13 th  Eegiment. 

Lippincott’s  (Charles  E.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops , 33 d Eegiment. 

Lisenby’s  (John  W. ) Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Tt*oops,  Union,  8th  Eegiment. 
Litherland’s  (Eben  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Kane  County  Cavalry. 

Livingston’s  (Robert  R.)  Infantry.  See  Nebraska  Troops,  ls£  Eegiment. 

Looby’s  (J.  H.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  18th  Eegiment. 

Love’s  (J.  B.)  Cavalry.  Official  designation  unknown.  See  J.  B.  Love. 

Lovejoy’s  (George  F.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union. 

Lynde’s  (Edward)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  9 th  Eegiment. 

McAfee:s  (Charles  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  Eegiment,  State 
Militia. 

Macauley’s  (Daniel)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  11th  Eegiment. 

McClanahan’s  (Perry  D.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union. 

MacDonald’s  (Emmett)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

McElroy’s  (Robert)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3 d Eegiment,  State  Militia 
(new). 

McFarland’s  (Samuel)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  19 th  Eegiment. 

McFerran’s  (James)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  ls£  Eegiment,  State 
' Militia. 

McGehee’s  (J.  H.)  Cavalry.  See  F.  M.  Chrisman’s  Cavalry. 

McGhee’s  (Joseph  IT.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Eegiment,  State 
Militia. 

McIntosh’s  (Chilly)  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Eegiment,  Creek. 
McIntosh’s  (D.  N.)  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Eegiment,  Creek. 
McKay’s  (Dennis  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Eegiment,  State 
Militia. 

McKee’s  (David)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7th  Eegiment. 

McKee’s  (Samuel  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  3 d Eegiment. 

Mackey’s  (Cyrus  H.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  33d  Eegiment. 

McKie’s  (D.  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops. 

McLain’s  (William  D.)  Artillery.  See  Colorado  Troops. 

McLane’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops , Union,  56 th  Eegiment,  Enrolled 
Militia. 

McLaughlin’s  (John  A.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  47 th  Eegiment. 

McLean’s  (James  K.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops , 3 d Eegiment. 

McLean’s  (William  E.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  43 d Eegiment. 

McMinn’s  (W.  A.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  26th  Eegiment,  Enrolled 
Militia. 

McNeil’s  (John)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union , 2d  Eegiment,  State  Militia. 
McNeill’s  (A.  J.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  3 6th  Eegiment. 
McNulta’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  94 th  Eegiment. 

McFliaill’s  (Samuel)  Mounted  Rangers.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  1st  Eegiment  Cavalry. 
McRae’s  (D.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  28th  Eegiment. 

Madden’s  (Robert)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  9 th  Eegiment. 

Major’s  (John  C.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  43d  Eegiment. 

Marr’s  (James)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Eegiment,  Battery  F. 
Marshall’s  (John  G.)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Marshall’s  (William  R.)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  7th  Eegiment. 

Martin’s  (L.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  5th  Eegiment,  Partisan. 

Mason’s  (William  B.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  77th  Eegiment. 

Matlock’s  (C.  H.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  32 d Eegiment. 
Matthaei’s  (John  L.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Eegiment,  Battery  F. 
Matthews’  (Henry  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3d  Eegiment,  State 
Militia  (new). 

Mayes’  (William)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  1st  Battery. 

May’s  (Dwight)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  12th  Eegiment. 
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Meeker’s  (Stephen  M.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops , 62 d Begimcnt. 

Mefford’s  (David)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops , 6tli  Regiment. 

Meisner’s  (Charles  P. ) Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops , Union,  2d  Regiment , Battei'y  D. 
Mentzer’s  (J.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Merrill  Horse.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union , 2d  Regiment  (Cavalry). 

Merrill’s  (Samuel)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  21  st  Regiment. 

Millard’s  (Andrew  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Sioux  City  Cavalry  ; also  Iowa  Troops,  7th  Reg- 
iment. 

Miller’s  (John)  Indians.  See  J.  M.  Bryan’s  Indians. 

Miller’s  (J.  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate.  . j 

Miller’s  (Stephen)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Miller’s  (William  E.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  28 th  Regiment. 

Miller’s  (William  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Mills’  (Roger  Q.)  Infantry.  See  Texas  Troops,  10 th  Regiment. 

Miner’s  (Nelson)  Cavalry.  See  Dakota  Troops , 1st  Battalion. 

Missouri  Seventh  Infantry  (Confederate).  See  J.  H.  Caldwell’s  Infantry. 

Missouri  Eighth  Infantry  (Confederate).  See  De  Witt  C.  Hunter’s  Infantry . 

Missouri  Ninth  Infantry  (Confederate).  See  J.  D.  White’s  Infantry. 

Missouri  Tenth  Cavalry  (Confederate).  See  R.  R.  Lawther’s  Cavalry. 

Missouri  Tenth  Cavalry  (Confederate).  See  S.  G.  Kitchen’s  Cavalry. 

Missouri  Tenth  Infantry  (Confederate).  See  A.  E.  Steen’s  Infantry. 

Mitchell’s  (James  A.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  1 6th  Battery. 

Mitchell’s  (Greenville  M.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  61th  Regiment. 

Mix’s  (Edward  H.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  ‘Sid  Regiment. 

Monroe’s  (J.  C.)  Cavahy.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment,  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department. 

Montgomery’s  (Bacon)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment. 
Montgomery’s  (Milton)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  26th  Regiment.  j 

Montgomery’s  (Samuel)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  61,h  Regiment.  •, 

Moonlight’s  (Thomas)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Moore’s  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Provisional  Militia. 
Moore’s  (Amaziah)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Moore’s  (Frank)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment.  1 

Moore’s  (John  W.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2 3d  Regiment.  I 

Moore’s  Scouts.  Official  designation  unknown.  See  Captain  Moore. 

Morgan’s  (A.  S.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  26th  Regiment. 
Morgan’s  (C.  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops.  g 

Morgan’s  (Wick)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment,  Provisional  j 
Enrolled  Militia.  \ 

Morris’ (E.  J.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment,  Provisional  En- 
rolled Militia.  s 

Morton’s  (Quinn)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  23 d Regiment. 

Mullins’  (Alexander  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  State 
Militia.  I 

Murphy’s  (David)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  ls<  Regiment,  Battery  F. 
Murphy’s  (Richard)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment,  State  Militia 
(new).  n 

Neill’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union , 6th  Regiment,  Provisional  En- 
rolled Militia.  I 

Neill’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  71st  Regiment,  Enrolled  Militia,  y 

Newgent’s  (B.  F.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  lsi  Battery,  State  Militia,  j 
Newton’s  (Robert  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Nichols’  (Frederic  C.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  25 th  Regiment. 

Noble’s  (John  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  3d  Regiment.  0 

Noble’s  (S.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  12 th  Regiment.  fj  | 

Norris’  (W.  W.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  lid  Regiment. 
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utt’s  (L.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Louisiana  Troops. 

chil tree’s  (W.  B.)  Infantry.  See  Texas  Troops , 1 8th  Regiment. 

’Connell’s  (John)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops , Union , 1st  Regiment,  Battery  K. 
ffley’s  (Robert  H. ) Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Regiment. 
hr’s  (Simon  P.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  6ls£  Regiment. 

'’Neil’s  (J.  M. ) Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate , 1st  Regiment,  Trans-Mis- 
sissippi Department. 

ipdyke’s  (Henry  H.)  Artillery.  See  Kansas  Troops. 

irr’s  (W.  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  2d -Regiment. 

(stermayer’s  (Peter)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  5th  Regiment,  State  Militia 
(new). 

ace’s  (Thomas  N.)  Cavalry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

'aimer’s  (Henry  E.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

'ardee’s  Militia.  See  Linn  County  Militia. 

’arke’s  (Lemuel)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  9 9th  Regiment. 

'arker’s  (John  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

'arsons’  (W.  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  1 2th  Regiment. 

'attee’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  41  st  Regiment. 

Patterson’s  (Robert  F. ) Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  29th  Regiment. 

'eabody’s  (Albert  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

'ease’s  (Phineas)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  49 tli  Regiment. 

’eebles’  (Hubert  F.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  32d  Regiment. 

'eoria  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  A. 

'enick’s  (William  R.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  5th  Regiment,  State  Mili- 
tia (old). 

'hilips’  (John  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
'hillips’  (G.  B.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  74 th  Regiment,  Enrolled  Militia. 
’hillips’  (William  A.)  Infantry.  S ee  Indian  Troops,  Union,  3 d Regiment,  Home  Guards. 
’ickett’s  (A.  C.)  Infantry.  See  A.  E.  Steen’s  Infantry. 

Mndall’s  (L.  A.)  Sharpshooters.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

'inger’s  (John)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  5th  Regiment,  State  Militia  (old). 
'leasants’  (J.  C.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  29th  Regiment. 
'lumb’s  (P.  B.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

5lumb’s  (William)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  5th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
'oole’s  (Frederick  R.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment , State  Militia. 
•ortlock’s  (E.  E.,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  24 th  Regiment. 
'ound’s  (John)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  14 th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Watt’s  (J.  H.)  Artillery.  See  Texas  Troops. 

’reston’s  (William  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  4tli  Regiment. 
*reuitt’s  (Valentiue)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

’riest’s  (Albert  G.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  State  Militia. 

)uantrill’s  (W.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

labb’s(John  W.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

landai’s  (Horace)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  28th  Regiment. 

landall’s  (H.  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  3 d Regiment.  . 

landolph’s  (J.  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops. 

landolph’s  (Joseph)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

lansoxn’s  (Wyllis  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

lathbun’s  (George  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  5th  Regiment. 

lay  County  Militia.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  51sP  Regiment,  Enrolled  Militia. 

lay’s  (J.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  1 8th  Regiment. 

lay  nor’ s (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  5 5th  Regiment. 

leber’s  (Van  Buren  S.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  E. 

leed’s  (John  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3 d Regiment. 

leed’s  (Thomas  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops , Union,  9th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
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Reeders  (F.  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops , Union , 1 2th  Regiment,  State  Militia 
Reves’  (Timothy)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops , Confederate. 

Rice’s  (Samuel  A.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops , 33d  Regiment. 

Rich’s  (Josephus  G.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment. 
Richardson’s  ( John  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops , Union,  l\1h  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Richardson’s  (R.  V.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Richardson’s  (S.  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union , 5th  Regiment,  State  Militia, 
(new). 

Richey’s  Rangers.  Official  designation  unknown.  See  Captain  Richey. 

Ritter’s  (John  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Robbins’  (Josephus)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Slate  Militia, 
Roberts’  (L.  D.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Roberts’  (O.  M.)  Infantry.  See  Texas  Troops,  11  th  Regiment. 

Roberts’  (Westley)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Robinson’s  (William  P.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  23d  Regiment. 
Rogers’  (Jabez  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Rogers’  (N.  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Rose’s  (Augustine  D.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  2 6th  Regiment. 

Rowell’s  (Lyman  D.)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Ruark’s  (Ozias)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Ruffner’s  (S.  T.)  Artillery.  See  Westley  Roberts’  Artillery. 

Sadler’s  (J.  O.)  Cavalry.  See  Charles  A.  Carroll’s  Cavalry. 

Sands’  (Frank  C.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  11  th  Battery. 

Scanland’s  (John)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops. 

Schaurte’s  (Frederick  W.)  Infantry.  See  Indian  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment , Rome 
Guards. 

Schmitz’s  (Joseph)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  25th  Regiment. 

Schofield  Hussars  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union. 

Schriner’s  (Philip)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  Militia. 

Scott’s*  (John)  Cavalry.  See  Charles  A.  Carroll’s  Cavalry. 

Scott’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  32 d Regiment. 

Scudder’s  (Thomas  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Searle’s  (E.  J.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Sells’  (Lewis)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment , State  Militia. 
Shaler’s  (James  R.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate , 27 th  Regiment. 
Shanks’  (David)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Shaver’s  (R.  G.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  3 8th  Regiment. 

Shaw’s  (Elvis  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  10 th  Regiment. 

Shaw’s  (William  T.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  14 th  Regiment. 

Shelby’s  (Joseph  O.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  5th  Regiment.  *T| 
Sheppard’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  5th  Regiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  Militia;  also  72 d Regiment  Enrolled  Militia.  1 

Shibley’s  (Samuel)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  State  Militia.  I 
Shipman’s  (S.  V.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Shoup’s  (James  C.)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Shunk’s  (David)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Sigel’s  (Albert)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  13 th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 
Sims’  (W.  L.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  2 5th  Regiment. 

Sink’s  (George  B.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Sioux  City  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops. 

Smart’s  (Edwin)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3d  and  10 th  Regiments,  State 
Militia  (new). 

Smith’s  Militia.  Official  designation  unknown.  See  Captain  Smith. 
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smith’s  (Edward  A. ) Artillery.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Battery. 
smith’s  ( J.  Nelson)  Cavalry.  See  Colorado  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
smith’s  (Josiah  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  bth  Regiment,  State  Mili- 
tia (new). 

smith’s  (Newton  J.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

smith’s  (R.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Battalion,  State  Militia. 

ipangler’s  (Samuel)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  State  Militia. 

speight’s  ( J.  W.)  Infantry.  See  Texas  Troops,  15 th  Regiment. 

spicely’s  (William  T.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  24 th  Regiment. 

stall's  (Henry  V.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 

stange’s  (Gustave)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  M. 

stark’s  (D.  D.)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  1st  Battery. 

starr’s  (Henry  A.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

steen’s  (A.  E.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

stephani’s  (Charles)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  43 d Regiment. 

Stephens’  (Thomas)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
stevens’  (Edward  R.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
stevens’ (J.  G.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  22 d Regiment. 

Jtewart’s  (John  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

stierlin’s  (C.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  L. 

stirman’s  (Ras)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

stockton’s  (Job  B.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  2bth  Battery. 

stout’s  (Nathan  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

stover’s  (E.  S. ) Artillery.  See  Kansas  Troops. 

stuart’s  (James)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  10*/i  Regiment. 

iuess’  (Henry)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 

iullivan  (James)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  14 th  Regiment,  State  Militia. 

swan’s  (Simeon  D.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  4 th  Regiment. 

sweet’s  (George  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  15 th  Regiment. 

.’affe’s  (John)  Cavalry.  See  Nebraska  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

‘eed’s  (William  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment. 
ton  Broeck’s  (Edward  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  6 th  Regiment. 

Denney’s  (Marcus  D. ) Artillery.  See  Kansas  Troops,  ls£  Battery. 

.’hacher’s  (Linn  K.)  Cavalry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

’homas’  (Minor  T.)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Thompson’s  (G.  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  Regiment. 
.hompson  s (John  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  4 th  Regiment. 
.hompson  s (Philip  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  bth  Regiment,  State 
Militia  (old). 

?homson’s  (LeeL.)  Cavalry.  See  Charles  A.  Carroll's  Cavalry. 

Thomson’s  (Robert)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  ls£  Battery. 

?hrall  s (Homer)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  22 d Regiment. 

?hurber’s  (Charles  H.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Battery,  State  Militia. 
?ilden  s (Charles  B.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 
tourney’s  (John  W.)  Militia.  See  John  W.  Tourney. 
townsley’s  (Henry)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

?urner’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  73 d Regiment,  Enrolled 
Militia. 

.wyfords  (Charles  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  5 th  Regiment,  State 
Militia  (new). 

Tanderpool  s (J.  R.)  Infantry.  S ee  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 
fansant’s  (J.  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  5 th  Regiment,  State  Militia 
(old). 

Tanzant’s  (James  R.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops , Union,  24 th  Regiment. 

Taughn’s  (Thomas  F.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops. 

/"enable’s  (L.  R. ) Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Wachsman  s (Albert)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Battery,  State  Militia. 
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Waldschnvidt’s  (William)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Bam 
iery  L. 

Walker’s  (Tandy)  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment,  Choctaw  an\ 
Chickasaw. 

Ward’s  (S.  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  8th  Regiment. 
Washburn’s  (Henry  D.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  18 th  Regiment. 
Waterhouse’s  (Richard)  Infantry.  See  Texas  Troops,  19 th  Regiment. 

Watie’s  (Stand)  Indians.  See  Indian  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment,  Cherolcee. 
Wattles’  (Stephen  H.)  Infantry.  See  Indian  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Homl 
Guards. 

Wear’s  (W.  D.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  9tli  Regiment,  Provisional  Em 
rolled  Militia. 

Webb’s  (Ephraim  L.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  23d  Regiment. 
Welfley’s  (Martin)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union , 1st  Regiment,  Battery  5,1 
Wells’  (Samuel  T.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  50 th  Regiment. 

West’s  (Henry  C.)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

West’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  2d  Regiment. 
Westerberg’s  (C.  G.  E.  N.)  Cavalry.  See  Schofield  Hussars. 

Western’s  (H.  H.)  Artillery.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  3 d Battery. 

Weston’s  (Eli  W.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  24 th  Regiment. 

Whipple’s  (John  C.)  Artillery.  See  Minnesota  Troops  3 d Battery. 

White’s  (Calvert  C.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  28tli  Regiment. 

White’s  (Frank  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Battalion,  State  Militia. 
White’s  (James  D.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

White’s  (Richard  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  3 d Regiment. 

Whybark’s  (Levi  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  5th  Regiment,  State 
Militia  (new). 

Wickersham’s  (Dudley)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  10 th  Regiment. 

Wilkes’  (F.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  24 th  Regiment. 

Wilkin’s  (Alexander)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Wilkins’  (Theodore)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Williams’  (Henry  H.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  10 th  Regiment. 

Williams’  (James  M.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  1st  Regiment  (Colored). 
Williams’  (John  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  9tli  Regiment,  State  Militia,  j 
Wilson’s  (Aristarchus)  Artillery.  See  Kansas  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Wilson’s  (David  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Wilson’s  (Hall)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Wilson’s  (James)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3 d Regiment,  State  Militia  (newU 
Wimer’s  (John  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regiment. 
Witherspoon’s  (J.  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Wood’s  (Robert  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Wood’s  (William  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Woodruffs  (William  E.,  jr.)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 
Woodson’s  (Richard  G.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment,  State 
Militia  (new). 

Woolfolk’s  (Alexander  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  State 
Militia. 

Woosley’s  (James)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate. 

Worthington’s  (John  I.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 
Wright’s  Cavalry.  Official  designation  unknown.  See  Captain  Wright. 

Wright’s  (Melvil  C.)  Artillery.  See  Iowa  Troops,  3d  Battery. 

Yarnell’s  (H.  A.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops , Union,  9 th  Regiment,  Provisional 
Enrolled  Militia. 

Yates'  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  1065*  Regiment. 

Young’s  (M.  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Young’s  (Overton)  Infantry.  See  Texas  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 
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Brigades,  Divisions , Corps , Armies , and  improvised  organizations  are  “ Mentioned  ” under  name  of 
commanding  officer;  State  and  other  organizations  under  their  official  designation.  (See  Alternate 
Designations,  pp.  914-926.) 


Abandoned  and  Captured  Property.  Communications  from 


Adams,  Charles  W 849 

Hayes,  Josiah  E 849 

Kennedy,  Thomas  H 841 

Penick,  W.  R 808,  844 

Stuart,  J ames 228 

Town,  M.  L 848 

Vaughan,  Richard  C 846 


See  also  report  of  Clayton,  p.  236. 


Abbey,  Frederick  J. 

Mentioned 119 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862 119 

Abernathy,  James  L. 

Correspondence  with  James  G.  Blunt 843 

Mentioned 841,844,893 

Ackerman,  M.  Mentioned 511 

Adaif,  William  P.  Mentioned 779 

Adams,  Mr.  Mentioned 166,897 

Adams,  Colonel.  Mentioned 227 

Adams,  Charles  W. 

Charges  and  specifications  in  case  of 821 

Correspondence  with 

Blunt,  James  G 798, 825, 850 

Henning,  B.  S 799,825' 

Vaughan,  Richard  C 799-801,822,823,842,846,847 

Mentioned 40, 797, 808,  821, 841-849 

Statement  of.  Jackson  and  La  Fayette  Counties,  Mo.  Affairs  in,  Nov.  26- 

29,1862 849 

Adams,  C.  W.  Mentioned 903 

Adams,  J.  M.  Mentioned 137, 510 

Adams,  N.  A.  Mentioned 99 

Adams,  R.  H.  Mentioned 531 

Adams,  Samuel  E.  Mentioned 234 

Adjutant-Generars  Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Array  Headquarters 177 

Missouri,  Governor  of 721 

Schofield,  John  M 479 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863  : No.  564,  718. 
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Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 897,809,901 

Pemberton,  J.  C 899 1 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 288,403 

Orders,  General,  series  i.562 : No.  289,  902. 

Aduddell,  John  F.  Mentioned 51,95,450,457 

Ahleechar,  Captain.  Mentioned 783 

Ainsworth,  L.  L.  Mentioned 5G2, 504 

Akard,  James  J. 

Mentioned 540 

Reports  of 

Batesville,  Ark.  Scout  to,  Dec.  20,  1803-Jan.  2,  1804 7801 

Neosho,  Mo.  Skirmishes  at  and  near,  Nov.  4-0,  1803 7451 

Albrecht,  Charles.  Mentioned 344 

Alden,  L.  D.  Mentioned . 401 

Alexander,  A.  M.  Mentioned 903 

Alexander,  Edmund  B.  Mentioned _ 893 

xAlexander,  J.  H.  Mentioned , 188 

Alexander,  T.  Mentioned 706 

Alexander,  William  A.  Mentioned 307-309 

Allen,  Asaph. 

Mentioned . 443 

Reports  of 

Grand  Pass,  Idaho.  Skirmish  with  Indians  at,  July  7,  1863  444 

Halleck,  Fort,  Dak.  Skirmish  near,  Feb.  20,  1863  234 

Allen,  Daniel  P.  Mentioned 475 

Allen,  Edgar  L.  Mentioned 401 

Allen,  J.  M.  Mentioned  99 

Allen,  John  D.  Reports  of  Shelby's  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863  658,659 

Allen,  Norman.  Mentioned 889 

Allen,  Robert.  Mentioned 830,876 

Allen,  R.  T.  P.  Mentioned 904 

Allingham,  James.  Mentioned 452 

All sman,  Andrew.  Mentioned 816, 817, 863, 865; 

Almstedt,  Henry.  Mentioned 894' 

Alton,  Mo.  Scout  to,  Oct.  29-Nov.  5,  1863.  See  Pilot  Knob , Mo.  Scout  from. 

Ames,  A.  A.  Mentioned 369 

Ames,  Henry,  & Co.  Mentioned 838, 839 

Anderson,  Captain.  Mentioned 162,163,485 

Anderson,  Daniel. 

Mentioned 470,485,502 

Report  of  skirmish  and  action  at  Bayou  Meto,  Ark.,  Aug.  26-27,  1863  507 

Anderson,  Henry  S.  Mentioned 219,337 

Anderson,  James  C.  Mentioned 329 

Anderson,  John  T.  Mentioned 33l 

Anderson,  S.  S.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Theophilus  H.  Holmes ; 
also  E.  Kirby  Smilh. 

Anderson,  Martin.  Mentioned 

Anderson,  Richard  C.  Mentioned  ...  

Anderson,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned 

Anderson,  W.  B.  Mentioned 735 

Anderson,  William  S.  Mentioned 


99 

376 

834 

737 

327 


Andrd,  Rev.  Mr.  Mentioned 912,913 


Andre,  John.  Mentioned, 


864 


INDEX. 


929 


* Page. 

Andrews,  Christopher  C. 

Mentioned 471 

Report  of  engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche,  Ark.,  Sept.  10,  1863 51? 

Ankeny,  Tolbert  C.  Mentioned 260 

Anson,  Amos.  Mentioned 56 

Argo,  William.  Mentioned 644 

Arkadelphia,  Ark.  Skirmish  near,  Feb.  15,  1863.  Report  of  M.  La  Rue  Har- 
rison   229 

Arkansas,  Steamer.  Mentioned 172 

Arkansas. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Blunt,  James  G 828, 832, 875 

Brooks,  H.  J 856 

Burns,  A.  D 902 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 820, 851-853, 857-859 

Davidson,  John  W 819, 852 

Gorman,  Willis  A 835,858,872,875 

Herron,  Francis  J .^.830, 833, 840 

Schofield,  John  M 867, 872, 881, 887 

Expeditions  into. 

Sept.  7-19,  1863.  See  Springfield , Mo.  Expedition  from. 

Nov.  — , 1863.  Report  of  Colly  B.  Holland 755 

Grant,  U.  S.,  assumes  command  of  troops  in 2 

Operations  in,  etc.,  July  17-Sept.  14,  1863.  Report  of  W.  L.  Cabell 604 

Shelby’s  Raid  in,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863.  See  Shelby’s  Raid. 

Steele,  Frederick,  assumes  command  of  troops  in,  north  of  Arkansas  River.  6 

Union  sentiment  in 603, 616, 754 

Arkansas,  Army  of.  (Union.)  General  Orders,  series  1863:  No.  41,  722. 

Arkansas,  District  of.  (Confederate.) 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H. 

Assumes  command  of  the <3 

Relieved  from  command  of  the 5 

Resumes  command  of  the 7 

Price,  Sterling,  assigned  to  command  of  the 5 

Arkansas,  Eastern,  District  of.  (Union.)  S qq  Eastern  Arkansas,  District  of . 
Arkansas  Expedition.  See  Little  Rock , Ark.  Advance  of  Union  forces  upon , 

Aug.  1 -Sept.  14,  1863. 

Arkansas,  General  Assembly  of.  Resolution  of 901 

Arkansas  River.  Scout  to,  Feb.  5-12,  1863.  Reports  of 
Harrison,  M.  La  Rue 


Stuart,  James 


Lrkansas  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light— Battalions : Hill’s,  439.  Batteries:  Blocher’s,  158,424, 
430,540,903;  Brown’s,  206,207;  Etter’s,  424,  430,  524,  525,  538,  539,903; 
Hart’s,  904;  Hughey’s,  53,311,607;  Marshall’s,  412,418;  Shoup’s,  55* 
57,904;  West’s,  32,  155,  157,  158,  172,  903;  Woodruff’s,  903. 

Cavalry  Battalions : Brown’s  Squadron,  750 ; Chrisman’s,  218,  232, 233, 
904;  Crawford’s,  604,605;  Harrell’s,  772,773;  Stirman’s,  750;  With- 
erspoon’s, 604, 752 ; Woosley’s,  604, 606.  Companies : Miller’s,  428, 430, 
540;  Venable’s,  903.  Regiments:  Carroll’s,  53-55,  154,  307, 311, 604-608* 
770,  904;  Dobbin’s,  324,  326,  412,  434-436,  439,  523,527,  535,  538-542, 73(>’ 
737,897;  Hill’s,  311,604-607;  Newton’s,  285,  287,  288,  297,412,434-436,' 
523, 535-540, 736, 737 ; 1st  Trans.  Miss.  Dept.,  30,  52, 53,  55, 154, 307, 313* 
604, 606, 607, 904. 
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Arkansas  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate)— Continued. 

I n fantry — Battalions : Crawford’s,  904.  Regiments:  Adams’,  143,  903; 
Boone's,  819;  Hawthorn’s,  142,400,412,424,  427-429,  432,  903;  King’s, 
412,424,426-428,431,432,903;  19th,  24th,  904;  26th,  604-608,903;  27th, 

28th,  29th,  30th,  903;  32d,  412,903;  33d,  903;  34th,  400,412,424,426, 
427,430,431,903;  36th,  412;  37th,  400,  401,  412,  424,  427,  428,  432,  433; 

38th,  248, 903  ; 39th,  412, 417, 418, 421 . 

Arkansas  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries : 1st,  614,  615, 650,  702  ; Johnson's  *,  651, 660. 

Cavalry — Regiments : 1st,  86,  87, 102, 105,  114, 120, 137, 157, 165,  220-224, 228, 

249, 306-308,  445, 464, 553,  612, 614, 615,  651, 652,  660,  661,  677, 702, 703, 750, 

751, 779-781, 787, 890;  2d,  464, 551, 570, 594, 779, 832,  892. 


Infantry — Regiments : 1st,  15, 223, 229, 306, 308, 594, 595, 599, 602, 671, 756, 769, 
781;  2d,  758;  2d  (Colored),  339,390,394. 


Armstrong,  A.  J.  Mentioned 382 


Mentioned 


487 


177 


Armstrong,  Fletcher  E 
Army  Corps,  13th.  j 

McClernand,  John  A.,  assigned  to  command  of  the 857 

Troops  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  operating  on  the  Mississippi, 

embodied  in  the 2 

Army  Corps,  15th. 

Sherman,  W.  T.,  assigned  to  command  of  the 857 

Troops  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  operating  on  the  Mississippi, 

embodied  in  the 2 

Army  Corps,  16th.  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  Orders,  General,  Special,  etc. 

See  Tennessee , Army  o f the.  (Union.) 

Army  Headquarters.  Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 174, 175,787,788,791, 

794, 796, 802, 804,  805,  812, 819, 820, 832,  840, 851, 855, 860, 879,  882,  884, 888  ■ 

Eliot,  W.  G 830 1 

Elliott,  W.  L 816, 826  , 

Grant,  U.  S 177  j 

Schofield,  John  M 22, 793  ; 

Sibley,  H.  H 830  | 

Arnett,  John  C.  Mentioned 424,430 

Arnold,  Shelton.  Mentioned 753, 754 

Arnold,  J.  K.  Mentioned 363,368] 

Arrington,  Captain.  Mentioned - 464 

Asbill,  P.  Mentioned 224 

Asboth,  Alexander. 

Co-operation  with  John  McNeil  283-285 j 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 284,285 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 233 

Mentioned 13, 253, 266, 3S  4 

Reportof  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into  Missouri,  April  17-May  2,1863..  283-235 

Ashby,  George  W.  Report  of  skirmish  near  Westport,  Mo.,  June  17, 1863 373 

Ash  Hills,  Mo. 

Scout  to,  Aug.  9-18,  1883.  Seef  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  Scout  from,  Aug.  9-18, 

1863. 

Skirmish  at  the,  Aug.  13,  1883.  See  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  Scout  from,  Aug. 

9-18, 1863. 


Howitzers  attached  t»  1st  Arkansas  Cavalry. 
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Ashby,  George  W. 

Mentioned 844 

Statement  of  affairs  in  Jackson  and  La  Fayette  Counties,  Mo.,  Nov.  26-29, 

1862  ... 848 

Ashley’s  Mills,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Sept.  7,  1863.  See  Little  Bock,  Ark . Ad- 
vance of  Union  forces  upon,  Aug.  1 -Sept.  14,  1863.  Reports  of 

Dobbin,  Archibald  S.  Newton,  Robert  C.  Steele,  Frederick. 

Assessments,  etc.  Confederates  and  sympathizers.  Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 832 

Curtis,  Samuel  R . 802, 827 

Eliot,  W.  G 801,830 

Lincoln,  Abraham 826 

Loan,  Ben 805,806 

Missouri,  Governor  of 802 

Schofield,  John  M 810,826 

Atchison,  Charles  B.  Mentioned 359 

Atherton,  Joseph  B.  Mentioned ‘ 895 

Atkinson,  Henry  M.  Mentioned 568 

Atkinson,  Robert.  Mentioned 513 

Atwater,  Joseph  B.  Mentioned 131,136,258,261 

Aubrey,  R.  Mentioned 562 

Austin,  Horace.  Mentioned 360 

Averill,  John  T.  Mentioned 354, 355, 358, 361-364 

Aylward,  William.  Mentioned 862 

Bache,  George  M.  Mentioned 468,472,479,483,484,511,512 

Backbone  Mountain,  Ark.  Action  at,  Sept.  1,  1863.  See  DeviVs  Backbone , 

Ark. 

Backof,  Frank. 

Mentioned 123, 889 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862 128 

Backwater,  Private.  Mentioned 452 

Baer,  C.  D.  Mentioned 423, 441 

Bailey,  George  W.  K.  Mentioned 895 

Bailey,  John  C.  Mentioned * 95 

Baird,  J.  Mentioned 752 

Baker,  Caleb.  Mentioned , 463 

Baker,  Conrad.  Mentioned 892 

Baker,  Coon.  Mentioned 785 

Baker,  James  H. 

Mentioned 354, 358,  359, 896 

Report  of  Sioux  Expedition,  Dakota,  June  16-Sept.  13, 1863  369 

Baker,  J.  Riley.  Mentioned 461 

Baker,  Willis.  Mentioned 817,818 

Baldrige,  Ed.  Mentioned 451 

Baldwin,  Elias  B.  Mentioned 214,820 

3 aid  win,  Horace  W.  Report  of  scout  from  Fort  Garland,  Colo.,  Oct.  12-16, 

1863  704 

3allard,  David  E.  Mentioned 49, 50, 95, 770 

3allenger,  A.  G.  Mentioned 461 

3allew,  Squire.  Mentioned 328,330,331,743 

3allinger,  John.  Report  of  Quan trill’s  Raid  into  Kansas,  and  pursuit  by  Union 

forces,  Aug.  20-28,  1863  590 

3all  Town,  Mo.  Affair  on  Clear  Creek,  near,  Aug.  8,  1863.  See  Clear  Creek. 

3andy,  William  M.  Mentioned 119 
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Bangs,  William  C. 

Mentioned 226, 760, 76lf 

Report  of  scout  from  Salem,  Mo.,  and  skirmish,  July  3,  1863 3831 

Banister,  H.  D.  Mentioned 693^ 

Bankhead,  Smith  P.  Mentioned 33, 599, 608, 609, 771 

Banks,  A.  R.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  Ewing,  jr 585 

Banks,  Jacob  M.  Mentioned 452i 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P.  Mentioned 13, 14, 20, 24-27, 858, 884 

Bannon,  Charles  A.  Mentioned 814 

Banzhaf,  Charles. 

Mentioned 110,889 

Report  of  . capture  of  Van  Buren,  Ark.,  Dec.  28,  1862 • 170 

Barber,  Oliver.  Mentioned 77 

Bardwell,  T.  S.  Mentioned 563i 

Barker,  Mrs.  Mentioned , - 39 

Barker,  Edgar  A.  Report  of  skirmish  at  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  Aug.  23,  1863.. . 594 


Barnes,  J.  C.  Mentioned 434, 435, 535,  536,  540, 541 


Barnes,  Lucien  J.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  M.  Schofield  ; also 
William  Vandevcr. 

Barnes,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned 

Barr,  A.  J.  Mentioned  


262 


- 4°; 

Barry,  William  T.  Mentioned 607, 732; 


Report  of  skirmishes  near  Rocheport,  Mo.,  June  1, 


343; 

164! 


Bartholow,  Thomas  J. 

1863  

Bartlett,  Surgeon.  Mentioned 

Barton  County,  Mo.  Expedition  into,  Nov.  24-26,  1862.  See  Greenfield , Mo. 
Expeditions  from,  Nov.  24-26, 1862. 

Barton  and  Jasper  Counties,  Mo.  Scout  in,  Feb.  19-22,  1863.  Report  of 

Edward  B.  Eno 

Basham,  Allen.  Mentioned 

Basket,  Sergeant.  Mentioned 746,760 

Bass,  Thomas  Coke.  Mentioned 349, 458-462. 903 

Bassett,  B.  S.  Mentioned - 51,79,337 

Bassett,  Owen  A. 

Correspondence  with 


233 


214 


Gardner,  John 62, 

Russell,  Avra  P - 61. 

Mentioned 89, 90, 92, 769, 770, 889. 

Reports  of 

Caddo  Mill,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  14,  1863 778 

Cane  Hill,  Ark. 

Engagement  at,  Nov.  28,  1862 49! 

Operations  about,  Dec.  4-6,  1862 61, 

Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862 94 

Waldron,  Ark.  Scout  from,  Dec.  2-7,  1863.. 770 

Bast,  William.  Mentioned 258, 

Bateman,  M.  M.  Report  of  advance  of  Union  forces  upon  Little  Rock,  Ark., 

Aug.  1-Sept.  14,  1863  54^ 

Bateman,  Thomas.  Mentioned , 265, 

Bates,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 160,161, 

Bates,  E.  Mentioned 401 

Bates,  Edward.  Mentioned 877,884 

Bates,  E.  N.  Mentioned 121, 
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933 


rags. 

3ates  County,  Mo.  Scouts  in. 

May  3-11,  1863.  See  Cass  and  Bates  Counties,  Mo.  Scout  in. 

Sept.  27-28,  1863.  Report  of  Edward  Lynde 680 

3atesville,  Ark. 

Scout  to,  Dec.  26,  1863-Jan.  2,  1864.  Report  of  James  J.  Akard 786 

Skirmish  at,  Feb.  4,  1863.  Report  of  John  W.  Davidson 227 

3aubie,  A.  T.  Mentioned  652,  755 

3aughn,  George  H.  Mentioned 636 

3aumer,  William. 

Mentioned 260, 261 , 266, 786 

Reports  of 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  Action  at,  April  26,  1863  267 

Missouri.  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into,  April  17-May  2,  1863  269 

3axter  Springs,  Kans.  Action  at,  Oct.  6,  1863.  Reports  of 

Blair,  Charles  W 690 

Blunt,  James  G 688 

HenniDg,  Benjamin  S 693 

Pond,  James  B.... 698 

Quantrill,  W.  C - 700 

3ayard,  Pierre  du  Terrail.  Mentioned l 692 

3ayou  Fourche,  Ark.  See  Fourche,  Bayou. 

3ayou  Meto,  Ark.  See  Meto,  Bayou. 

3each,  Samuel.  Mentioned 331 

3ean,  John  H.  Mentioned 835 

Seardsley,  Ezra  M.  Mentioned 471 

3eaty,  John.  Mentioned 733 

3eauchamp,  Mr.  Mentioned 831 

3eaver,  F.  J.  H.  Mentioned 357, 363, 364, 368, 369 

3ebee, . Mentioned * 546 

3ecker,  Frederick  W.  Mentioned 629,630,633 

3ee,  Hamilton  P.  Mentioned 439 

3eeks,  William  L.  Mentioned 348 

3elding,  Albert.  Mentioned - 426 

Sell,  Charles  A.  Mentioned 894 

Sell,  C.  O.  Mentioned 148,523,530,533 

Sell,  G.  R.  Mentioned 119 

Sell,  S.  S.  Mentioned 348,  349,  424-426, 428,  431,  441 

Selle,  Hamilton,  Steamer.  Mentioned 236,473,756,757 

Senjamin,  John  F. 

Mentioned 257, 265, 894 

Report  of  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into  Missouri,  April  17-May  2,  1863  . ..  270 

Senner,  Arch.  Mentioned 782 

Sennet,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned 691 

Bennett,  G.  W.  C. 

Mentioned ’ 156, 198, 732 

Reportof  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into  Missouri,  Dec.  31,1862-Jan.  25, 1863.  207 

Sennett’s  Bayou,  Mo.  Scout  on,  and  skirmishes,  Aug.  23,  1863.  Report  of 

Charles  Sheppard 594 

Jenson,  E.  Mentioned 595 

Sentley,  John.  Mentioned 686 

Jenton,  Ark.  Skirmish  near,  Dec.  1,  1863.  Reports  of 

Bussey,  Cyrus 767 

Randall,  II.  S 767 

Jenton,  Private.  Mentioned 327 
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Benton,  Thomas  H.,  jr. 

Mentioned 396,471 

Report  of  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4,  1863... 396 

Benton,  William  P. 

Correspondence  with  John  W.  Davidson  873  874 

Mentioned 852^888 

Bentonville,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  May  22,  1863.  See  Cassville,  Mo.  Scout  from, 

May  21-30,  1863. 

Benz,  Augustus.  Mentioned 313  543 

Berry,  C.  E.  Mentioned 753 

Berry,  Milton  D.  Mentioned 626  637 

Berry ville,  Ark. 


Expedition  to,  Nov.  10-18,  1863.  See  Springfield,  Mo.  Expedition  from. 
Scouts  to. 


Jan.  8-10, ‘1863.  Report  of  John  F.  Philips 213 

July  18-26,  1863.  See  report  of  Johnson,  p.  462. 

Bertram,  Henry. 

Mentioned 85, 103, 106, 107, 889 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862  127 

Bertrand,  Mr.  Mentioned 430  i 

Bicking,  A.  F.  Mentioned 48,62 

Biflles,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 594 


Big  Creek,  Ark.  Expedition  to,  March  6-10,  1863.  See  Helena , Ark.  Expedi- 
tion from. 

Big  Creek,  Mo. 

Scouts  to. 

April  18-21, 1863.  See  Salem , Mo.  Scout  from. 

Sept.  4-7, 1863.  See  Cold  Water  Grove,  Mo.  Scout  from. 


“Skirmishes  at. 

May  15,  1863.  Report  of  Wyllis  C.  Ransom 332 

Aug.  22,  1863.  See  Kansas.  QuantrilVs  Raid  into,  etc.,  Aug.  20-28,  1863. 

Biggers,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned 800,822,823,849,891 

Big  Head.  (Indian.)  Mentioned 558,867 

Big  Lake,  Mississippi  County,  Ark.  Expedition  to,  Sept.  7-30,  1863.  Re- 
port of  Frederick  R.  Poole 616 

Big  Mound,  Dak.  Action  at  the,  July  24,  1863.  See  Sioux  Expedition,  Dakota, 

June  16-Sept.  13,  1863;  also  report  of  Hall eck,  p.  12. 

Bill.  (Colored.)  Mentioned 283 

Binmore,  Henry.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  seo  Stephen  A.  Hurlhut. 

Bintliff,  Thomas.  Mentioned  . 86 

Birdsall,  Horatio  L.  Mentioned 317 

Biscoe,  C.  N.  Mentioned 417 

Biser,  W.  D.  Mentioned 732 

Bishop,  Albert  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Edwards,  John 660 

Herron,  Francis  J 737  791 

Mentioned 306, 308,’ 648 

Bishop,  John.  Mentioned 322 

Bishop,  Pleasant  W.  Mentioned 133 

Bishop,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 183 

Bixler,  Morgan.  Mentioned 817 

Black,  James  W.  Mentioned 40,796,797  822 

Black,  John  Charles. 

Mentioned 69, 101, 104, 107,  111,  115, 117, 276 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862 118 
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189,190,502,895 

...1 758 

Affair  in  the,  July  4,  1863.  Report  of  Odon  Guitar. . 


442 


426 

432 

461 

290 

264 

893 

690 

320 


611 

408 


Black,  Thomas  G. 

Mentioned 

Report  of  affair  at  Jacksonport,  Ark.,  Nov.  21,  1863 
Black  Fork  Hills,  Mo  ‘ 

Blacknall,  T.  H. 

Mentioned - 

Report  of  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4,  1863 - 

Blackstone,  P.  N.  Mentioned 

Blackwell,  Y.  H.  Mentioned 

Blain,  James  A.  Mentioned 

Blair,  Charles  W . 

Mentioned 

Reports  of 

Baxter  Springs,  Kans.  Action  at,  Oct.  6,  1863 

Sherwood,  Mo.  Scout  to,  and  skirmishes,  May  5-9, 1863 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  Jr.  Mentioned **,  835> 852’ 857’ 859 

Blair,  Hugh  S.  Mentioned - ----  - 

Blair,  W.  B.  Correspondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith 

Blake,  William  M.  Mentioned f°j 

Blankenship,  . Mentioned 

Bledsoe,  Sergeant.  Mentioned • - - * - ; - - - - * 

Bledsoe  Joseph.  Mentioned 5o,  56,  lol,  lo2, 529,  o30,532 

Bledsoe!  JoJh  L.  Mentioned 287,289,292,293 

Bledsoe,  William.  Mentioned * ' 

Blocher,  William  D.  Mentioned 187 

Blodgett,  Wells  H.  Mentioned * 1 

Bloomfield,  Mo. 

Affair  at,  Jan.  27,  1863.  Congratulatory  orders, 

Attack  on,  Nov.  29-30,  1863.  Reports  of 

Montgomery,  Samuel 

Preuitt,  Valentine 

Robbins,  Josephus 

Capture  of,  find  skirmish  near,  March  1-2,  1863.  Report  of  Frederick  R. 

Poole 

Expedition  from,  March  9-15,  1863.  Report  of  John  McNeil 239 

Mutiny  at,  Oct.  22,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 

Burross,  E.  

Crockett,  William  H 

Hiller,  H.  M 

J udge-Ad vocate-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 

Paynter,  John  H 

, Potter,  Luther  * 798 

Reber,  V.  B.  708 

Rogers,  John  * 799 

Court-martial.  Charges,  specifications,  and  findings 711-718 

Reber,  V.  B.  S.,  dismissed  the  service  of  the  United  States 718 

Reports  of 

Huiskamp,  Herman  J 7*9 

Montgomery,  Samuel '°9 

Rogers,  John  B - - ; 797 

Skirmish  at,  April  30,  1863.  See  Marmaduke's  Expedition  into  Missouri, 

April  17 -May  2,  1863.  Reports  of 

McNtil,  John.  Marmaduke,  John  S.  Thompson,  G.  W. 


Carr 


221 


763 

764 

235 


721 

708 

708 

709 
719 
708 
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Blount,  Oscar  D.  Mentioned 627 

Blue  Springs,  near  Independence,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  March  22,  1863.  Re- 
port of  William  R.  Peuick 244 

Blue  Wing,  Steamer.  Mentioned 218  8861 

Blue,  W.  R.  Mentioned 2^5 

Blunt, . Mentioned 465  547 

Blunt,  James  G. 

Assignments  to  command 1^5  25  46,792  809 

Congratulatory  orders.  Battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Dec.  7,  1862  82 

Correspondence  with 

Abernathy,  J.  L #43 

Adams,  Charles  W 798, 825, 850 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 46, 84, 805, 806, 816,  828, 832,  841,  858, 875,  883 

Henning,  B.  S 837 

Herron,  Francis  J 807, 809,  812 

Hindman,  T.  C 77, 78, 80-82, 144 

Kennedy,  Thomas  H 347 

Loring,  H.  G - 795 

Marmaduke,  J.S 81 

Phillips,  William  A 873  881 

Schofield,  John  M 790,792,867 

Stewart,  John  E 813 

Totten,  James 805 

Weed,  T.  J 813 

Mentioned 10, 15,  23, 32,  39, 41,  49, 50, 52, 57, 

60,68,69,  71,84,  86-88,91,96,  97,  100-105,  107,109,110,  114-117,121,124, 
126, 127, 129, 139-142, 144, 151, 167-171,  195, 198, 449,  454-456,  460, 472, 554, 
575, 579, 584, 598, 599, 602, 604, 606, 690-693,  695, 696, 699-701, 787,  789, 794, 
795, 797, 799,  800, 805-807,  809, 812,  813, 820-823,  825T827,  829, 836, 841-844, 
846, 847, 850, 851,  853, 855, 859, 867,  872, 875, 881-883,  885,  887,  888, 893, 900 


Reports  of 

Baxter  Springs,  Kans.  Action  at,  Oct.  6,  1863 688 

Cane  Hill,  Ark. 

Engagement  at,  Nov.  28,  1862 41-43 

Operations  about,  Dec.  4-6,  1862  60 

Skirmish  near,  Nov.  25,  1862 37 

DeviPs  Backbone,  Ark.  Action  at,  Sept.  1,  1863  601 

Elk  Creek,  near  Honey  Springs,  Ind.  T.  Engagement  at,  July  17, 

1863  447 

Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T.  Skirmish  near,  May  28,  18C3 341 

Perry ville,  Ind.  T.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  26,  1863 597 

Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862  69-71,83 

Van  Buren,  Ark.  Capture  of,  Dec.  28,  1862  167, 168 

Van  Buren  and  Fort  Smith,  Ark.  Reconnaissance  toward,  Nov.  20-23, 

1862 36 

Blunt,  John  E.  Mentioned  350,352 

Blurton,  Robert.  Mentioned 243 

Bodenhammer,  W.  F.  Mentioned 185, 187 

Bolands, . Mentioned 466 

Bonneville,  Benjamin  E.  L.  Mentioned 894 

Boonville,  Mo.  Skirmishes  at,  Oct.  11-12,  1833.  See  report  of  Schofield,  p.  16  : 
also  Shelby’s  Raid. 

Border,  District  of  the.  (Union.) 

Constituted 5,15 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr.,  assigned  to  command *. 5,15 
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Borg,  Charles.  Mentioned. 826 

Borris,  Herman. 

Mentioned - 110,123,889 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862 112 

Bostona,  No.  2,  Steamer.  Mentioned 283,284 

Boston  Mountains,  Ark.  Engagement  at,  Nov.  28, 1863.  See  Cane  Hill,  Ark. 

Bottineau,  Pierre.  Mentioned 359 

Eottom,  Jacob.  Mentioned 017 

Boudinot,  E.  C.  Mentioned 143 

Boughan,  W.  M.  Mentioned 232 

Bourne,  W.  T.  Mentioned 426,432 

Bowen,  Aurdius.  Mentioned 559,611 

Bowen,  John  S.  Correspondence  with  Sterling  Price 90S 

Bowen,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned - 77,89,90,889 

Bowers,  W.  H.  Mentioned - 523,525,542 

Bowers’  Mill,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  4,  1863.  See  Shelby’s  Raid. 

Bowlegs,  Billy.  Mentioned -- 94,351 

Bowles,  John. 

Mentioned - 380 

Report  of  engagement  at  Elk  Creek,  near  Honey  Springs,  Ind.  T.,  July 

17,  1863  449 

Bowman,  Samuel.  Mentioned 203 

Box,  Richard  M. 

Mentioned 543, 686, 687 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Syracuse,  Mo.,  Oct.  5,  1863 687 

Boyce,  Bill.  Mentioned 78S 

Boyd,  John  W. 

Mentioned - 747,748,773 

Reports  of  scout  to  Jack’s  Fork,  Mov  Nov.  4-9,  1863 746,748 

Boyd,  Marcus.  Mentioned 182 

Boyd,  Sempronius  H.  Mentioned 720, 721,  873, 874, 888, 890 

Brackett,  Albert  G.  Mentioned 176, 876 

Bradaway,  . Mentioned.. • 224 

Braden,  W.  W.  Mentioned 361,363 

Bradford,  James  B.  Report  of  skirmish  at  Lick  Creek,  near  Helena,  Ark., 

Jan.  12,  1863 215 

Bradfute,  William  R.  Mentioned 903 

Bradley  A.  Mentioned 541 

Bradley,  A.  J.  Mentioned  *- 636 

Bradley,  George.  Mentioned 353, 358, 364-369 

Bradley,  James  W.  Mentioned 264 

Bradley,  John.  Mentioned 541 

Bradley,  S.  H.  Mentioned 541 

Bradway,  George  D.  Mentioned 188,189,191 

Brag,  Colonel.  Mentioned 549, 550 

Bragg,  Braxton.  Mentioned 25,678 

Brandley,  Henry.  Mentioned 234,444 

Brawner,  Milton  H. 

Mentioned 773-775,  792, 793 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862  113 

Brayman,  Mason.  Mentioned 519 

Brazeau,  J.  D.  Mentioned • 235 

Bredstt,  Eliphalet.  Mentioned 86,107,110,113 

Breeding,  Alexander.  Mentioned 317 

Breedlove,  N.  B.  Mentioned 29 
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Brewster,  Captain.  Mentioned 58, 153 

Brewster,  Jacob  D.  Mentioned 107 

Bricker,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 744 

Bridgeford,  William.  Mentioned 831 

Brinker,  Captain.  Mentioned 700 

Brinker,  Isaac.  Mentioned 416 

Briscoe,  A.  T.  Mentioned 133 

Bristoe,  Captain.  Mentioned 740 

Brixy,  Mr.  Mentioned 160 

Broadhead,  James  O. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  R.  Curtis 878 

Mentioned 878 

Brookheart,  J.  F.  Mentioned 304 

Brooklyn,  Kans.  Skirmish  near,  Aug,  21, 1863.  See  Kansas.  QuantrilVs  Raid 
into , etc.,  Aug.  20-28,  1863. 

Brooks,  H.  J.  Correspondence  with  Samuel  R.  Curtis 856 

Brooks,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned 391,401 

Brooks,  W.  H. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  J.  Hunt 702 

Mentioned. 16, 247, 424, 426, 648-652, 660, 661, 701-704, 749-752, 755, 771, 903 

Report  of  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4,  1863 430 

Brooks,  W.  S.  Mentioned 135 

Brown,  Captain  (C.  S.)  Mentioned 206,207 

Brown,  Captain  (U.  S.)  Mentioned... 229 

Brown,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned — 465 

Brown,  Egbert  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 179, 789, 807, 809 

Herron , Fran  cisJ 820 

Schotield,  John  M'. 790 

Mentioned  16, 37, 86, 178, 179, 182, 183, 185, 187, 189, 193, 197, 

213,  634, 635,  643, 648,  662,  664,  665, 667,  668, 670, 674, 675, 687,  789, 883,  895 
Reports  of 

Lexington,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  Nov.  4,  1863 745 

Marion  County,  Ark.  Expedition  into,  Dec.  9-15,  1862. 159 

Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863 622-626 

Springfield,  Mo.  Engagement  at,  Jan.  8,  1863  179, 180 

Brown,  J.  Mentioned 785 

Brown,  James  H.  Mentioned 376,377 

Brown,  J.  D.  Mentioned 190 

Brown,  J.  R.  Mentioned 359 

Brown,  N.  W.  Mentioned 876 

Brown,  Richard  H. 

Mentioned 275, 894 

Report  of  Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863.  .t 664 

Brown,  Samuel  H.  Mentioned 635,636 

Brown,  William.  Mentioned 307, 595, 612, 614, 615, 660, 661, 750, 751 

Browning,  Charles.  Mentioned 831 

Brownsville,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  25,  1863.  Report  of  Washington  F. 

Geiger 491 

See  also  Little  Rock,  Arlc.  Advance  of  Union  forces  upon,  etc.,  Aug.  1-Sept. 

14,  1863.  Reports  of 

Davidson,  John  W.  Jeffers,  'William  L.  Newton,  Robert  C. 

Gordon,  B.  Frank,  Marrnaduke,  John  S.  Steele,  Frederick. 
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Tage. 

135 
- 891 

471,514 
641,646 
..  337 

126, 889 
435, 536 
..  204 


Bruce,  John.  Mentioned 

3runs,  H.  L.  Mentioned 

3rush,  Daniel  H.  Mentioned 

3rutsche,  John  D.  Mentioned 

3ryan,  J.  M.  Mentioned 

Bryan,  P.  Gad.  Mentioned 

Bryant,  L.  D.  Mentioned 

Buckley,  William.  Mentioned ' ' ‘ " * V Vi  ’ 

Buffalo  Mountains,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Oot.  24,  186:5.  See  Shelby  s Raid. 

Buffalo  River,  Ark.  , on 

Expedition  to,  Jan.  9-12,  1863.  Report  of  Joseph  W.Ca  dwell  ........  - 

Skirmish  on,  Dec.  25,  1863.  See  Fayetteville,  Ark.  Scout  from,  Dec.  16-31, 

18^3.  ^ 2^2  203 

Buffington,  John  W.  Mentioned ’ 

Buford,  A.  Mentioned 

Bull,  John  P.  535, 536, 538-540, 734-736, 738 

Mentioned ’ 

Report  of  action  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  Oct.  2o,  1863  

Bullard,  C.  B.  Mentioned 

Bullard,  W.  S.  Mentioned 

Bunner,  Lafayette.  775 

Mentioned - - * - - ’ 

- Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  186<J 

Burbridge,  John  Q.  38j  161  >188>  190) 

264  285,  286, 288, 290, 342, 439, 466, 473, 484, 548, 791, 794, 809, 829, 883, 904 
Report  of  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into  Missouri,  April  17-May  2,  1863....  296 

Burch,  Charles.  Mentioned 

Burch,  J.  M.  Mentioned 

Burch,  Milton. 

Mentioned * 


737 

204 

292 


133 


159, 182, 546, 554, 895 


PFort  Scott,  Kaus.,  and  Carthage,  Mo.  Attack  on  tram  between,  Sept. 


613 

193 

159 

761 

685 

441 

562 

904 

204 

706 


6,1863 

Lawrence,  Fort,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Jan.  6, 1863  - 

Marion  County,  Ark.  Expedition  into,  Dec.  9-15, 1862  

Neosho,  Mo.  Scout  from,  Nov.  — , 1863 

Neosho,  Mo.  Skirmish  at  Widow  Wheeler’s,  near,  Oct.  4,  1863 . . . 

Burckhart,  Dr.  Mentioned 

Burdick,  T.  W.  Mentioned 

Burford,  N.  M.  Mentioned 

Burkholder,  Jacob  L.  Mentioned 

Burks,  Thomas.  Mentioned 

Burleigh,  W.  A.  Correspondence  with  Abraham  Lincoln 

Burling,  Sergeant.  Mentioned 

Burner,  John  D.  Mentioned 

Burnett,  J.  H.  Mentioned 

Burnett,  Stephen  J.  Mentioned - 

Burns,  S.  P.  Mentioned 

Burnside,  Ambrose  B.  Mentioned 

Burr,  Hudson.  Mentioned 

Burris,  John  T.  Mentioned 

Burris,  M.  Mentioned 

Burross,  B.  J. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Rogers 


183 
. 471 

571,904 
. 401 

. 420 

20, 829 
. 131 

. 893 

. 588 

. 708 
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Burross,  E.  J.— Continued. 

Court-martial  in  case  of.  Mutiny  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  Oct.  22, 1863  715,716 

Mentioned 710, 715, 716, 719-721 

Burrows,  Amos  L.  Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7, 1862 137 

Burt,  William  H.  Mentioned 908,909 

Bussey,  Cyrus. 

Mentioned 892  ; 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Benton,  Ark.,  Dec.  1, 1863 767 

Butler,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned 697 

Butler,  James  L.  Mentioned 461 

Byam,  Eber  C.  Mentioned 892  ! 

Cabell,  A.  S.  Mentioned 30, 36 

Cabell,  Edward  C.  Mentioned 417 

Cabell,  William  L. 

Correspondence  with  M.  La  Rue  Harrison 308, 309 

Mentioned 15,32,33,306, 

307,  310, 339,  379, 439, 445,  447, 448, 458, 477, 521, 597-603, 612, 770, 771,  774 

Reports  of 

Arkansas,  etc.  Operations  in,  July  17-Sept.  14,  1863,  including  action 

at  Devil’s  Backbone,  Ark.,  and  skirmishes 604 

Fayetteville,  Ark.  Action  at,  April  18,  1863  310 

Cabin  Creek,  Ind.  T.  Engagement  at,  July  1-2,  1863.  Reports-of 

Foreman,  John  A 382 

Phillips,  William  A 378 

Williams,  James  M 379 

Caddo  Gap,  Ark. 

Scout  to,  Dec.  2-7, 1863.  See  Waldron,  Arlc.  Scout  from. 

Skirmish  at,  Nov.  11,  1863.  See  Mount  Ida,  Arlc,  Expedition  to , Nov.  10-18, 

1863. 

Caddo  Mill,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  14, 1863.  Report  of  Owen  A.  Bassett 778 

Caffee,  Amos.  Mentioned •. 308 

Cage,  D.  C.  Mentioned 416 

Caldwell,  Henry  C. 

Mentioned 14, 15, 191, 265, 479, 485-487,  489, 492, 513,  722, 895 

Reports  of 

Mount  Ida,  Ark.  Expedition  to,  Nov.  10-18,  1863 752 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  Action  at,  Oct.  25,  1863  728 

Caldwell,  J.  F.  Mentioned 523 

Caldwell,  J.  H.  Mentioned . 903 

Caldwell,  Joseph  W. 

Mentioned 281. 282, 505, 506, 728 

Reports  of 

Buffalo  River,  Ark.  Expedition  to,  Jan.  9-12, 1863  213 

Chalk  Bluff,  Ark.  Skirmishes  at,  May  1-2,  1863  261 

Fourche,  Bayou,  Ark.  Engagement  at,  Sept.  1*0,  1863 508 

Calkins,  Elias  A. 

Mentioned 74,75 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Dry  wood,  Mo.,  July  7,  1863 442 

Callender,  F.  D.  Mentioned 664,876 

Camburn,  J.  H.  Mentioned 563,565 

Cameron,  Hugh.  Mentioned 49,50,62,64,94 

Cameron,  Robert  A.  Mentioned 892 

Camp,  George  A.  Mentioned * 910 

Camp,  R.  B.  Mentioned 412 

Campbell,  Sergeant.  Mentioned - - 183 
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Campbell,  Albert  H.  Mentioned - 42,238,697 

Campbell,  Alexander  J.  Mentioned 401 

Campbell,  Henry.  Mentioned 461 

Campbell,  Hugh  J.  Mentioned 660 

Campbell,  J.  A.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G,  see  John  M.  Schofield. 

Campbell,  L.  A.  Mentioned 207,534,731,732 

Campbell,  L.  C.  Mentioned 190,206,207 

Campbell,  William  T. 

Mentioned 45,889 

Report  of  engagement  at  Elk  Creek,  near  Honey  Springs,  Ind.  T.,  July  17, 

1863  1 452 

Campion,  Rufus.  Mentioned 187 

Cane  Hill,  Ark. 

Engagement  at,  Nov.  28,  1862. 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Union  troops 48 

Communications  from 

Blunt,  James  G 795 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 46,804,853 

Reports  of 

Bassett,  Owen  A 49 

Blunt,  James  G 41-43 

Carroll,  Charles  A 53 

Cloud,  William  F 47 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 41 

Ellithorpe,  Albert  C 48 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 52 

Hopkins,  Henry .t 51 

MacDonald,  Emmett 58 

Shelby,  Joseph  O 55 

See  also  report  of  Halleck , p.  10. 

Operations  about,  Dec.  4-6, 1862. 

Communications  from 

Blunt,  James  G 805,  812, 813 

C urtis,  Samuel  R 806, 807, 809, 812, 816 

Gardner,  John 62 

Herron,  F.  J *„ 807, 809, 812, 813 

Russell,  Avra  P 61 

Reports  of 

Bassett,  Owen  A 61 

Blunt,  James  G * 60 

See  also  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862.  Reports  of 

Blunt,  James  G.  Hindman,  Thomas  C.  Monroe,  J.  C. 

Cloud,  William  F.  Marmaduke,  John  S.  Shelby,  Joseph  O. 

Skirmish  near,  Nov.  25, 1862. 

Communications  from 

Bishop,  A.  W 791 

Blunt,  James  G. 792 

Report  of  James  G.  Blunt 37 

Cantine,  W.  W.  Mentioned 485 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. 

Action  at,  April  26,  1863.  Report  of  William  Baumer 267 

See  also  Missouri.  Marmadulce's  Expedition  into,  April  17-May  2, 1863. 
Reports  of 

Benjamin,  John  F.  Curtis,  Samuel  R.  Meisner,  C.  P. 

Burbridge,  John  Q.  McNeil,  John.  Thompson,  G.  W. 

Carter,  George  W.  Marmaduke,  John  S. 
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Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. — Continued. 

Scouts  from. 

Aug.  9-18,  1863.  Report  of  Frederick  R.  Poole  551 

Oct.  26-Nov.  12,  1863.  Report  of  Josephus  Robbins 741 

Surrender  of,  demanded,  April  25,  1883.  Communications  from  George  W. 

Carter 305 

Captured  Property.  See  Abandoned  and  Captured  Properly . 

Carkner,  Stuart.  Mentioned 401 

Carlile,  H.  C.  Mentioned 335,336  1 

Carlisle, . Mentioned 547 

Carmichael.  Eagleton.  Report  of  expedition  from  Helena,  Ark.,  Nov.  14-17, 

1863  756 

Carnegy,  William.  Mentioned v 862 

Carney,  Thomas.  Mentioned 16,573,574 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Kansas , Governor  of. 

Carpenter,  Robert.  Report  of  affair  on  Clear  Creek,  near  Ball  Town,  Mo., 

Aug.  8,  1863 * 549 

Carpenter,  S.  D.  Mentioned 308 

Carpenter,  W.  L.  Mentioned 512 

Carr,  B.  O.  Mentioned 479,486 

Carr,  C.  E.  Mentioned 897 

Carr,  Daniel  D.  Mentioned 401 

Carr,  Eugene  A. 

Assignments  to  command 809 

Congratulatory  orders.  Affair  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  Jan.  27,  1863  221 

Correspondence  with 

Davies,  Thomas  A 174, 175 

Scott,  John 814 

Mentioned 373, 174, 809, 894 

Garrick,  Robert.  Mentioned 259,276 

Carrington,  John  S.  Mentioned 301 

Carroll,  Charles  A. 

Mentioned 31, 59,  146, 196, 228, 904 

Report  of  engagement  at  Cane  Hill,  Ark.,  Nov.  28,  1862 53 

Carroll,  Charles  D.  Mentioned 54 

Carroll,  Henry  S.  Mentioned 401 

Carroll,  J.  A.  Mentioned . 459,461 

Carroll,  J.  H.  Mentioned 313,608 

Carroll  County,  Mo.  Skirmishes  in,  April  1863.  Report  of  M.  La  Rue 

Harrison 249 

Carrollton,  Ark.  Expedition  to,  Nov.  10-18,  1863.  See  Springfield,  Mo.  Ex- 
pedition from. 

Carter,  Mr.  Mentioned 862 

Carter,  Benjamin.  Mentioned 746 

Carter,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  John  McNeil 305 

Mentioned 285-289, 292, 297, 298, 300,  303, 304, 323-327, 385, 439, 524, 904 

Reports  of 

Missouri.  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into,  April  17-May  2, 1863..  299, 300, 302 

Taylor’s  Creek,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  May  11,  1863 327 

Carter,  T.  G.  Mentioned 365 

Carter,  William  H.  Mentioned 134 

Carthage,  Mo. 


Scout  to,  Aug.  6-9,  1863.  See  Greenfield,  Mo.  Scout  from. 

Skirmish  at,  Oct.  IS,  1863.  See  Shelby's  Paid. 

Skirmish  near,  May  26, 18G3.  See  Cassville,  Mo.  Scout  from , May  21-30, 1863. 
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Carver,  Henry.  Mentioned - *64 

Casey, . Mentioned 374, 37;) 

Caskey,  William  C.  Mentioned 454 

Casper,  W.  Mentioned **35 

Cassairt,  Jacob. 

Mentioned 328-331 

Report  of  scout  from  Green  field,  Mo.,  Aug.  6-9,  1863 546 

Cass  and  Bates  Counties,  Mo.  Scout  in,  May  3-11, 1863.  Report  of  Edward 

Lynde 318 

Cass  County,  Mo.  Levy  upon  disloyal  inhabitants  ordered 805 

Cassity,  Levi.  Mentioned 4^5 

Cassville,  Mo. 

Affair  near,  July  27,  1863.  Report  of  James  W.  Johnson 463 

Scouts  from. 

May  21-30,  1863.  Report  of  William  F.  Cloud 338 

Dec.  24-29,  1863.  Report  of  John  E.  Phelps 784 

Castor  Rivfer,  Mo. 

Affair  at  Round  Ponds,  near,  Aug.  1,  1863.  See  Bound  Ponds. 

Skirmish  at,  April  29,  1863.  See  Missouri.  Marmaduke's  Expedition  into , 

April  17-May  2,  1863.  Reports  of 

McNeil,  John.  Thompson,  G.  W. 

Marmaduke,  John  S.  Vandever,  William. 

See  also  Itinerary,  p.  282. 

Catherwood,  Edwin  C. 

Correspondence  with  John  McNeil 554 

Mentioned ..  598,  603, 651, 652, 806, 891 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Pineville,  Mo.,  Aug.  13, 1863  553 

Cave,  Marion.  Mentioned 891 

Cavender,  John.  Mentioned 826 

Cavert,  Josiah  G.  Mentioned 690,693 

Cawley,  Captain.  Mentioned ‘216 

Cayot,  Jule  C.  Mentioned 382 

Cedar  County,  Mo.  Skirmish  in,  Oct.  17, 1863.  See  Shelby's  Raid. 

Cell,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned. 241 

Central  and  Southwestern  Missouri.  See  Missouri,  Central  and  Southwestern. 
Central  District  of  Missouri. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1862:  No.  58,  805;  No.  60,  806. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  — (3d  Sub-District,  Oct.  6),  636. 

Centre  Creek,  Mo. 

Scout  to,  May  13-18,  1863.  See  Newtonia,  Mo.  Scout  from. 

Skirmish  at,  May  15,  1863.  See  Creek  Agency,  Ind.  T.  Scout  from,  May 
6-19,  1863. 

Centreville,  Mo.  Attack  on,  etc.,  Dec.  23-25,  1863.  Reports  of 

Greene,  Oliver  D 783 

Wilson,  James 784 

Chalk  Bluff,  Ark. 

Expedition  to,  March  9-19,  1863.  See  Bloomfield,  Mo.  Expedition  from. 
Skirmishes  at,  May  1-2,  1863.  Reports  of 

Caldwell,  Joseph  W 261 

La  Grange,  Oscar  H . 265 

See  also  Missouri.  Marmaduke's  Expedition  into,  April  17-May  2,  1863. 

, Reports  of 

Baumer,  William.  McNeil,  John.  Thompson,  G.  W. 

Burbridge,  John  Q.  Marmaduke,  John  S.  Vandever,  William. 

Carter,  George  W.  Meisner,  Charles  P. 

Also  Itinerary,  p.  282. 
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Champ,  John  H.  Mentioned . 419 

Chancellor,  Mr.  Mentioned 319 

Chandler,  J.  G.  Mentioned 111,113 

Chandler,  John  L. 

Mentioned 273,  470,  484, 492, 496 

Report  of  engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche,  Ark.,  Sept.  10,  1863 600 

Chandler,  William.  Mentioned 746 

Chapin,  William  A.  Mentioned 228,506 

Chappel,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Mentioned 840 

Chariot,  C.  S.  Mentioned 3/7 

Charveaux,  Ferdinand.  Mentioned 227 

Chase,  Jonathan.  Mentioned 355,358 

Chase,  Levi.  Mentioned 506 

Cheek, . Mentioned 903 

Cheek,  Steamer.  Mentioned 757 

Chenoweth,  B.  D. 

Mentioned . . f 734-736,738 

Report  of  action  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  Oct.  25,  1863 738 

Cherokee  Country,  Ind.  T.  Operations  in  the,  Dec.  4-12,  1862.  Report  of 

Stand  Watie 66 

Chesnut,  P.  E.  Mentioned ..  423 

Chestnut,  R.  Mentioned 700 

Chetlain,  Augustus  L.  Mentioned . • 519 

Chipman,  N.  P. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  R.  Curtis 885,886 

Mentioned 821, 841, 852, 872, 876, 883 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Samuel  B.  Curtis. 

Chivington,  John  M. 

Mentioned 444, 891 

Report  of  skirmish  with  Indians  at  Grand  Pass,  Idaho,  July  7,  1863 443 

Chrisman,  F.  M.  Mentioned 218,324 

Christy,  Smith.  Mentioned 350, 352 

Churchill, . Mentioned 336 

Churchill,  Thomas  J. 

Assignments  to  command 902 

Mentioned 902,904 

Cincinnati,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 216 

Cinnamon, . Mentioned...... 837 

Clapper’s  Saw-Mill,  Crooked  Creek,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  March  31,  1863. 

Reports  of 

Weer,  William 246 

White,  Richard  H.... 247 

Clarendon,  Ark.  Capture  of,  Jan.  — , 1863.  See  White  Biver , ArJc.  Expedition 
up  the,  Jan.  13-19,  1863. 

Clark, . (Confederate.)  Mentioned 777 

Clark, . (Union.)  Mentioned 457 

Clark,  Charles  S. 

Mentioned 581 , 589, 590, 592, 593, 600 

Reports  of 

Cold  Water  Grove,  Mo.  Scout  from,  Sept.  4-7, 1863  610 

Kansas.  Quantrill’s  Raid  into,  and  pursuit  by  Union  forces,  Aug.  20- 

28,1863  585 

Clark,  Edward.  Mentioned ' 904 
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Clark,  Henry  M.  Mentioned 417 

Clark,  J.  C.  Mentioned 437 

Clark,  Jimmy.  Mentioned 153,205 

Clark,  John  B.,  jr.  Mentioned 240,543,544 

Clark,  John  G. 

Mentioned - 85, 107,  111,  112,889 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862  Ill 

Clark,  Milton  F. 

Mentioned 723 

Report  of  action  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  Oct.  25, 1863 727 

Clark,  Thomas  P.  Mentioned 893 

Clark,  W.  B.  Mentioned 691 

Clark,  William.  Mentioned 134 

Clark,  William  Hyde.  Mentioned 107 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Francis  J.  Herron. 

Clark,  W.  P.  Mentioned 224 

Clarke,  Sampson  S.  Mentioned 183 

Clarkson,  T.  S.  Mentioned 470, 489, 490, 498, 499, 502, 510 

Clarkton,  Mo.  Expeditions  to. 

Dec.  17-21,  1862.  Report  of  Hubert  F.  Peebles 163 

Oct.  27-Nov.  15,  1863.  Report  of  Henry  C.  Gentry 742 

Clayton,  Powell. 

Correspondence  with  Janies  B.  Talbot 724 

Mentioned 14,15,215,388,390, 

391, 393, 394, 396, 404,  405,  440, 471, 477, 487,  496, 498, 499, 722, 723, 728, 892 


Reports  of 

Helena,  Ark.  Expedition  from,  March  5-12,  1863 236 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  Action  at,  Oct.  25,  1863 723 

Clear  Creek,  near  Ball  Town,  Mo.  Affair  on,  Aug.  8,  1863.  Report  of 

Robert  Carpenter 549 

Clear  Fork,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  26,  1863.  See  Sedalia,  Ho.  Scout  f rom, 

Aug.  25-28,  1863. 

[Cleary,  P.  Mentioned 595 

Cleaveland,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 239 

Cliff,  James  W.  Mentioned 122 

Clifford,  Captain.  Mentioned.... 216 

Clifton, . Mentioned 320 

Cline,  A.  H.  Mentioned 608 

Clinton,  George  O.  Mentioned 267 

Cloud,  William  F. 

Mentioned 15, 43, 49-51, 60, 71-74, 85, 169, 329, 482, 554, 594, 601, 602,  606,  677,  889 

Reports  of 

Cane  Hill,  Ark.  Engagement  at,  Nov.  28,  1862 47 

Cassville,  Mo.  Scout  from,  May  21-30, 1863 338 

Devil’s  Backbone,  Ark.  Action  at,  Sept.  1,  1863  602 

Perryville,  Ind.  T.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  26,  1863  598 

Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862 91 

Stone  County,  Mo.  Skirmish  in,  May  9,  1863  323 

Clymo,  Charles.  Mentioned 335 

Coan,  C.  M.  Mentioned 760 

Cobbs,  P.  M.  Mentioned 418 

Cochran,  Henry.  Mentioned 401 

Cocke,  B.  N.  Mentioned 412 

Cocke,  JohnB.  Mentioned * 426,429,758 
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Coe,  Isaac  S.  Mentioned 401 

Coffee,  John  T.  Mentioned 328, 337, 338,  342, 

464, 546, 550, 553, 554, 613, 614, 649, 651-654, 656-658, 670-672,  675-677, 904 

Coffin,  Lorenzo.  Mentioned 163,164 

Coger,  John.  Mentioned 701 

Cold  Water  Grove,  Mo.  Scout  from,  Sept.  4-7,  1863.  Report  of  Charles  S. 

Clark 610 

Cole,  Nelson.  Mentioned 646,664,665,889 

Cole  Camp,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  Oct.  9,  1863.  See  Shelby's  Raid. 

Coleman,  Charles  F. 

Mentioned 87, 88, 318, 333, 334, 376, 580, 581, 583, 585, 586, 592, 593, 600, 610, 619 

Reports  of 

Kansas.  Qu  an  trill’s  Raid  into,  and  pursuit  by  Union  forces,  Aug.  20-28, 

1863 589 

Taylor’s  Farm,  on  the  Little  Blue,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  1,  1863 465 

Coleman,  George  W.  Mentioned 401 

Collins,  John  E.  Mentioned 895 

Collins,  Patrick.  Mentioned 1 401 

Collins,  Richard  A.  Mentioned 56, 198, 202-204, 210, 292 

Collins,  William  O.  Mentioned 893 

Colorado  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  McLain’s,  891. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  2d,  342,380,448-450,454,455,599-601,891. 

Colored  Troops.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  2 d Regiment  Infantry ; also  Kansas 
Troops , 1st  and  2d  Regiments  Infantry. 

Columbia,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  Jan.  21, 1863.  Report  of  Joseph  B.  Douglass.  219 
Columbus,  Ky. 

Affairs  at.  Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 860 

Curtis,  Samuel  R : 857,860 

Fisk,  Clinton  B 879 

Re-enforcements  for 13 

Colvin,  D.  A.  Mentioned . 229 

Compton,  Colonel.  Mentioned 886 

Conduct  of  the  War.  Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 793 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 796 

Confederate  Troops. 

Casualties.  Returns  of. 

Helena,  Ark.  Attack  on,  July  4, 1863 412,427,438 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  Advance  of  Union  forces  upon,  Aug.  1-Sept.  14, 


1863 523 

Missouri.  Marmadukb’s  Expeditions  into. 

April  17-May  2,  1863 288  i 

Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  25,  1863 199  j 

Mentioned.  See  respective  States ; also  Indian  troops. 

Organization,  strength,  etc.  Trans-Mississippi  Department...  423,439,903,904 
Recruitment,  organization,  etc.  Communications  from  Adjutant  and  In- 
spector General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 901  j 

Conkey,  T.  Mentioned 87,88 

Conkliiig,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned -» 58  I 

Connell,  P.  W.  Mentioned 300 

Conner,  James  M.  Mentioned 401 

Connor,  Jacob  D.  Mentioned 56,204 
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• 

Converse,  A.  Mentioned - 14w 

Cook,  Private.  Mentioned - ° 

Cook,  Henry  N.  Mentioned ^4 

Cook,  Hugh.  Mentioned * ® 

Cook,  John.  Mentioned ...... 9Z 

Cook,  Martin  K.  Mentioned * ^ 

Cook,  Ralph  B.  Mentioned  ^1, 60S,  699 

Cook,  Thomas  Z.  Mentioned 

Cooper,  Douglas  H. 

Correspondence  with  T.  C.  Hindman. 

Mentioned «>. ' 15, 30-34, 36, 168, 171, 172, 235, 315, 

316, 379, 439, 447, 448, 456, 472, 597-599, 601, 602, 604, 605, 771, 790,  874,  903 
Orders,  General,  series  1863,  No.  25,  461. 

Report  of  engagement  at  Elk  Creek,  near  Honey  Springs,  Ind.  T.,  July 

17,  1863 - 457 

Cooper,  Douglas H.,  jr.  Mentioned 4^1 

Cooper,  Joseph.  Mentioned - 204 

Cooper,  Samuel.  Mentioned 818,8^7 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.S.  A. 

Cooper,  Samuel  F.  Mentioned 471 

Copeland,  Solomon.  Mentioned 618 

Corder,  Bushrod.  Mentioned * 204 

Corder,  D.  A.  Mentioned - 608 

Corder,  John  E.  Mentioned 150,153,204 

Corley,  Samuel.  Mentioned 487,523,525,538-542 

Cornell,  James.  Mentioned 336 

Corning,  Edward.  Mentioned 3o9 

Corning,  James.  Mentioned 246 

Corwin,  David  B.  Mentioned - 889 

Cosgrove,  P.  Mentioned 751,778 

Coulter,  E.  Mentioned 120 

Coulter,  John  P.  Mentioned 894 

Courtney,  Ambrose  J.  Mentioned 807, 838 

Courtney,  John.  Mentioned — 612 

Courts-Martial.  Cases  of 

Burross,  E.  J.  (^harges,  specifications,  and  findings 715,716 

Crockett,  William  H.  Charges,  specifications,  and  findings 713-715 

Paynter,  John  H.  Charges,  specifications,  and  findings 711-713 

Potter,  Luther  D.  Charges,  specifications,  and  findings 716-718 

Courts  of  Inquiry.  Case  of  Dandridge  McRae 438 

Covington,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 386 

Cowan,  . Mentioned 224 

Cowley,  Edward  H.  Mentioned 624, 542 

Cox,  Captain.  'Mentioned - 350,352,448 

Cox,  E.  St.  Julien.  Mentioned 359 

Cox,  Jacob.  Mentioned 831 

Crabb,  Benjamin. 

Correspondence  with  Francis  J.  Herron - 213 

Mentioned l8l,  183, 895 

Report  of  engagement  at  Springfield,  Mo.,  Jan.  8,  1863 183 

Crabtree,  J.  D.  Mentioned 606 

Crabtree,  J.  W.  Mentioned - 419 

^ Crafts,  Fred.  Mentioned 48, 350, 352, 382, 456 
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Craig,  James.  Mentioned 820,893 

Craig,  J.  M.  Mentioned 404 

Cram,  D.  W.  C.  Mentioned 557 

Crandall,  E.  A.  Mentioned 190 

Crandall,  Lee.  Mentioned 680,  744, 763, 764 

Crandall,  T.  W.  Mentioned 844 

Crane,  D.  O.  Mentioned 496 

Crawford,  John.  Mentioned 313,608 

Crawford;  S . J.  Mentioned 45, 49, 50, 62, 63, 65, 66, 75, 77, 69, 90, 92-95 

Crawford,  W.  A.  Mentioned 774 

Crawford,  W.  H.  Mentioned 523 

Cree,  Alfred  B.  Mentioned 895 

Creek  Agency,  Ind.  T.  Scout  from,  May  6-19,  1863.  Report  of  T.  R.  Liv- 
ingston  321 

See  also  Newtonia,  Mo.  Scout  from,  May  13-18,  1863. 

Cricket,  U.  S,  S.  Mentioned 231, 232, 511, 512 

Crisp,  John  T.  Mentioned 291 

Crites,  John.  Mentioned 442;  443, 549 

Crittenden,  Thomas  T. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 643 

Mentioned 330, 338, 648, 673, 675 

Reports  of 

Newtonia,  Mo.  Scout  from,  May  13-18,  1$63 328,329 

Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863 642,643 

Syracuse,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  Ogt.  5,  1863  686 

Crocker,  L.  J.  Mentioned 188,190.201,204 

Crocker,  Marcellus  M.  Mentioned 481 

Crocker,  Watson  D.  Mentioned 893 

Crockett,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Rogers 708 

Court-martial  in  case  of.  Mutiny  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  Oct.  22,  1863 713-715 

Disability  removed 721 

Mentioned 709-711, 713-715, 719, 721 

Crooks,  William. 

Mentioned 353-359, 368, 371, 896 

Report  of  Sioux  Expedition,  Dakota,  June  16-Sept.  13,  1863  361 

Crosby,  J.  P.  Mentioned 36 

Cross,  S.  K.  Mentioned ? 62,95 

For  correspondence  as  Acting  Adjutant,  see  Owen  A.  Bassett. 

Cross  Hollow,  Ark.  Skirmish  near,  July  — , 1863.  Report  of  J.  J.  Johnson  . 445 

Cross  Timbers,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  15,  1863.  See  Shelby’s  Raid. 

Crowley’s  Ridge,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  May.  11,  1863.  See  Taylor’s  Creek,  Ark. 

Crude,  Charles.  Mentioned 331 

Crump,  John  H.  Mentioned 899,901 

Crump,  R.  P. 

Mentioned 28, 142, 155, 156, 171-173, 316, 899 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,.  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862  157 

Culbertson,  William.  Mentioned : 442,443 

Cumberland,  Department  of  the.  Re-enforcements  for 13 

Cunningham,  F.  D.  Mentioned 441 

Curran,  S.  M.  Mentioned 664-666 

Current  River,  Mo.  Scout  to,  April  18-21, 1863.  See  Salem,  Mo.  Scout  from. 

Curtis,  Henry  Z.  Mentioned 105, 689, 690, 692-699, 701, 876 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Samuel  R.  Curtis. 
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Curtis,  Samuel  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 174, 175, 787, 788, 791, 

794, 796, 802, 804,  805,  812, 819, 820, 832, 840, 851, 855, 860, 879,  882, 884, 888 

Asboth,  Alexander 284,285 

Blunt,  James  G 46, 84, 805, 806, 816, 828, 832,  841, 858, 875, 883 

Broadhead,  James  O 878 

Brooks,  H.  J 856 

Brown,  Egbert  B 179, 789,  807, 809 

Chipman,  N.  P 885,886 

Davidson,  John  W 275,  819, 852, 882 

Davies,  Thomas  A 175, 857, 880, 882 

Fisk,  Clinton  B 879 

Gorman,  Willis  A 820, 835, 839, 852, 855, 857-859, 872, 875, 883 

Greely,  C.  S . 878 

Grimes,  James  W 828 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue 310 

Hayward,  J.  T.  K . 875 

Henning,  Benjamin  S 799,825 


Herron,  Francis  J 39,  794, 806, 809, 813, 826, 829,  830, 833, 840, 853, 858 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 816, 860, 879 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 880 

Lincoln,  Abraham 826, 836, 839, 851, 853, 877, 884 

Loan,  Ben 244,881 

McNeil,  John  279, 280 

Missouri,  Governor  of 179, 802, 827 

Porter,  David  D 788, 855 

Schofield,  John  M 858, 872, 881, 887 

Sherman,  W.  T 830 

Steele,  Frederick 793, 820 

Yandever,  William 278-281 

Vaughan,  Richard  C 821 

War  Department,  U.  S... 796 

Warren,  Fitz  Henry 791, 829 

Yeatman,  James  E 878 

Mentioned ' 161,173-177, 


189, 246, 273, 276, 278, 408, 696, 787, 793, 795-797,  799,  800, 802, 805,  808, 816, 


818-&0,  822-824,  830, 839, 842,  844, 846-848,  860, 866-868, 878-880, 888, 889 


Relieved  from  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri 4 

Reports  of 

Cane  Hill,  Ark.  Engagement  at,  Nov.  28, 1862 41 

Missouri.  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into,  April  17-Mav  2, 1863 252, 253 

Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862 68, 69 

Sam.  Gaty,  Steamer.  Guerrilla  attack  on  the,  March  28, 1863  245 

Springfield,  Mo.  Engagement  at,  Jan.  8, 1863 178 

Van  Buren,  Ark.  Capture  of,  Dec.  28, 1862... 167 

Yellville,  Ark.  Expedition  to,  Nov.  25-29, 1862  38 

Staff.  Announcements  of 876 

Curtis,  Samuel  R.,  Mrs.  Mentioned 105 

Curtis,  S.  S.  Mentioned 877, 891 

Cutler,  Ammi.  Mentioned 369 

Dade  County,  Mo.  Skirmish  in,  July  24,  1863.  Report  of  Charles  Sheppard.  463 
Dailey,  James.  Mentioned 630 
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Dakota. 

Expedition  against  Indians  in,  Aug.  13-Sept.  11,  1863. 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Union  troops 561 

Reports  of 

Furnas,  Robert  W 565 

House,  Albert  E 564 

Sully,  Alfred 555 

Wilson,  David  S 561 

Operations  in.  See  Indians  of  the  Northwest.  Operations  against. 

Dakota,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  Abraham  Lincoln 867 

Dakota  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  1st,  896. 

Dale,  F.  ‘Mentioned 188 

Dale,  John  B.  Mentioned 205 

Dallas,  Ark.  Scout  to,  Dec.  2-7,  1863.  See  Waldron,  Ark.  Scout  from. 

Dance,  J.  T.  Mentioned 433 

Daniels,  Captain.  Mentioned 778 

Daniels,  Jared  W.  Mentioned 364 

Dardanelle,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Sept.  12,  1863.  See  report  of  William  F.  Cloud, 
p.  603. 

Darling,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 238,452 

Darnell,  N.  H.  Mentioned 904 

Darst,  Abraham.  Mentioned 629,639 

Davidson,  John  W. 

1 Congratulatory  orders. 

Advance  of  Union  forces  upon  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  Aug.  1-Sept.  14, 1863.  488 

Expedition  to  Helena,  Ark.,  July  — , 1863 464 

Correspondence  with 

Benton,  William  P 873,874 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 275, 819, 852, 882 

Schofield,  John  M 17, 21, 24, 347 

Smart,  Edwin ■ 254 

Steele,  Frederick 488 

Vandever,  William 279,280 

Mentioned 11, 13, 14, 20, 21, 23, 24, 

252, 278,  281,  466,  467,  469, 470,  472-480, 483,  496,  503, 508,  510,  512-514, 518- 
520,  524,  527, 536, 543, 552, 773, 789,  809, 829;  836, 855, 859, 882, 885, 888, 890 

| Relieved  from  command  of  Saint  Louis  District 809 

Reports  of 

Batesville,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Feb.  4,  1863  227 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  Advance  of  Union  forces  upon,  Aug.  1-Sept.  14, 

1863  483, 486 

Missouri.  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into,  April  17-May  2,  1863  . 254,255 

Davidson,  Peter.  Mentioned 892 

Davie,  J.  M.  Mentioned 419 

Davies,  Thomas  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Carr,  Eugene  A : 174, 175 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 175,857,880,882 

Lovell,  J 748 

Schofield,  John  M 747, 748 

Mentioned „ 173, 174, 176, 177,  747,  872, 879,  880, 882, 883,  885 

Davis,  A.  Mentioned.... 232 

Davis,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 828 
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Davis,  Cicero  G.  Mentioned 240 

Davis,  Hannibal  B.  Mentioned 891 

Davis,  Jefferson. 

Correspondence  with 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 818 

War  Department,  C.  S 408 

Mentioned 327,  408,  416,  816,860,  864,  886,  901, 906 

Davy,  Peter  B.  Mentioned 355,359,363 

Dawson,  C.  L.  Mentioned 904 

Dawson,  William.  Mentioned 258,894 

Dayton,  George  E.  Mentioned 563-565 

Dayton,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  10,  1863.  Report  of  Alexander  W.  Mullins. . 553 

Dead  Buffalo  Lake,  Dak.  Action  at,  July  26,  1863.  See  Sioux  Expedition , 
Dakota,  June  1 6— Aug,  7,  1863;  also  report  of  Halleck,  p.  12. 

De  Costa,  George  W.  Mentioned 339 

De  Courcy,  John.  Mentioned 320 

Deer  Creek,  Mo.  Skirmish  on,  Oct.  16,  1863.  See  Slielby}s  Raid. 

De  Huff,  J.  Q.  A.  Report  of  skirmish  at  La  Grange,  Ark.,  May  1,  1863  316 

Deloney,  Edmund  T.  Mentioned 430 

De  Morse,  Charles.  Mentioned 450,459,461 

De  Morse,  L.  C.  Mentioned 461 

Denaman,  Charles.  Mentioned 323 

Dengl,  J.  J.  Mentioned 404, 405 

Denny,  Alexander  F.  Mentioned 446 

Dennis,  Darius.  Mentioned 241 

Denson,  W.  B. 

Report  of  action  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  Oct.  25,  1863 738 

Mentioned 410, 424, 431, 736, 737 

Des  Arc,  Ark.  Capture  of,  Jan.  17,  1863.  See  White  River , Ark.  Expedition 
up  the,  Jan.  13-19,  1863. 

Deshler,  James.  Mentioned 904 

De  Tar,  T.  Mentioned 511 

De vall’s  Bluff,  Ark. 

Capture  of,  Jan.  17,  1863.  See  White  River,  Ark.  Expedition  up  the,  Jan. 

13-19,  1863. 

Skirmish  near,  Dec.  1,  1863.  Report  of  Jonathan  Richmond 768 

Devil’s  Backbone,  Ark.  Action  at,  Sept.  1,  1863. 

Communications  from  William  Steele 609 

Reports  of 

Blunt,  James  G 601 

Cabell,  W.  L 604 

Cloud,  William  F 602 

See  ialso  report  of  Schofield,  p.  15. 

Devine,  J.  Mentioned 512 

Devinney,  John  A.  Mentioned 625, 706 

Dibble,  J.  Warren.  Mentioned 100 

Dick,  David  S.  Mentioned 583 

Dick,  F.  A. 

Correspondence  with  Lewis  Merrill 833 

Mentioned 807, 877 

Dietrich,  J.  Mentioned 665 

Dill,  Daniel  J.  Mentioned 896 
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Dillard,  John  J.  Mentioned 426, 432 

Dinsmore,  David  C.  Mentioned 214 

Dixon, . Mentioned * * 224 

Dobbin,  Archibald  S. 

Correspondence  with  Sterling  Price 525 

Mentioned 143, 324-327. 385, 433, 522, 524, 527, 535, 537-541, 897 

Reports  of 

Helena,  Ark.  Attack  on,  J uly  4,  1863 435 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  Advance  of  Union  forces  upon,  Aug.  1-Sept.  14, 1863  . 523 

Dodd,  Theodore  H.  Mentioned 380, 381, 455, 891 

Dodds,  Martin.  Mentioned 617 

Dodge,  Grenville  M.  Mentioned 231 

Dodge,  James  H.  Mentioned  894 

Dole,  George.  Mentioned 337,379,455 

Dollins,  H.  K.  Mentioned 733 

Donahoo,  J.  Mentioned 242 

Donaldson,  Hugh  S.  Mentioned 910 

Donaldson,  W.  J.  Mentioned 433 

Donely,  Winster  C.  Mentioned 331 

Doniphan,  Mo. 

Scouts  to. 


Oct.  26-Nov.  12,  1863.  S ee  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  Scout  from. 

Oct.  29-Nov.  5,  1863.  See  Pilot  Knob,  Mo.  Scout  from. 

Scout  toward,  and  affair  near,  March  19-23, 1863.  Report  of  Frederick  R. 


Poole , 242 

Skirmish  near,  June  1,  1863. 

Communications  from  John  W.  Davidson 347 

Report  of  Lothar  Lippert 344, 345 

Donnell,  John  A.  Mentioned 263 

Doolittle,  Gilbert  J.  Mentioned 490 

Dorsey,  Caleb.  Mentioned 306,311,313,770 

Dorsey,  W.  B.  Mentioned 763 

Doudna,  Willoughby.  Mentioned 893 

Dougherty,  Key.  Mentioned 451,452 

Douglas,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 107 

Douglass,  Joseph  B.  Report  of  skirmish  near  Columbia,  Mo.,  Jan.  21,  1863  . 219 

Douglass,  Rose,  Steamer.  Mentioned 171,172 

Douglass,  William  H.  Mentioned 228 

Douglass,  W.  J.  B.  Mentioned 835 

Dow,  Augustus.  Mentioned 313 

Dowd,  A.  Mentioned 1 163, 164 

Dower,  John.  Mentioned 62 

Downing,  Lewis.  Mentioned 45 

Downing,  Samuel.  Mentioned 620 

Drake,  C.  L.  Mentioned 120 

Drake,  Francis  M.  Mentioned 471 

Drake,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned 308 

Draper,  Charles  L.  Mentioned 401 

Draper,  Daniel  M.  Mentioned 442 

Draper,  Simeon.  Mentioned 870 

Dripping  Springs,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  28,  1862.  See  Van  Buren,  Ark. 

Capture  of,  Dec.  28, 1862. 

Driscoll,  John.  Mentioned 401 

Drumhiller,  William.  Mentioned 332,891 
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Dryden,  John  W.  Mentioned 241 

Dryden,  William  J.  Mentioned 240,241 

Dry  wood,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  July  7,  1863.  Report  of  Elias  A.  Calkins 442 

Du  Bose,  J.  J.  Mentioned 36 

Duckworth,  D.  M.  Mentioned 618,682 

Duffield,  George.  Mentioned 190, 510 

Duffy,  Robert  J.  Mentioned 608 

Dug  Ford,  near  Jonesborough,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  12,  1863.  See  Shelby’s 

Raid. 

Duley,  Scout.  Mentioned 359 

Duncker,  Henry.  Mentioned - 895 

Dunlap,  Cornelius  W. 

Mentioned 188, 190 

Report  of  engagement  at  Hartville,  Mo.,  Jan.  11,  1863 191 

Dunlop,  A.  Mentioned 543 

Dunn,  Surgeon.  Mentioned  . 436 

Dunnington,  J.  W.  Mentioned i 904 

Dupuy,  Captain.  Mentioned 203,204 

Duval,  B.  G.  Mentioned 36,608 

Du  Val,  B.  T.  Mentioned 426 

Duval,  E.  R.  Mentioned 36 

Dye,  William  McE. 

Mentioned 85, 107, 110, 120-122, 889 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862 114 

Dyer,  Demetrius  M.  Mentioned 758 

Dyer,  John  H.  Mentioned .. 536 

Dyes,  Gustavus  A.  Mentioned 417 

Dyson,  Joseph.  Mentioned 378 

Eades,  Preston  Harrison.  Mentioned *. 686 

Earl,  Ethan.  Mentioned 381 

Earl,  George  F.  Mentioned 680 

Earle,  F.  R.  Mentioned 431 

East,  Captain.  Mentioned 772 

Eastern  Arkansas,  District  of.  (Union.) 

Gorman,  Willis  A.,  assigned  to  command  of 809 

Union  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc.,  Dec.  13,  1862 831 

Easton,  L.  Mentioned 336 

Eaton,  Joseph.  Mentioned 253,276 

Eberhart,  Gustavus  A. 

Mentioned 483,486,502,814.894 

Reports  of 

Little  Red  River,  Ark.  Expedition  up  the,  Aug.  13-16,  1863 511 

Meto,  Bayou,  Ark.  Action  at,  Aug.  27,  1863 512 

White  River,  Ark.  Expedition  up  the,  Aug.  13-16,  1863 511 

Eberhart,  U.  Mentioned 122 

Eberman,  R.  J.  Mentioned 835 

Eddleman,  Michael  S. 

Mentioned 618 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Man’s  Creek,  Shannon  County,  Mo.,  Oct.  14,  1863..  705 

Edgerton,  Alonzo  J.  Mentioned 353,363,370 

Edwards, . Mentioned 878 

Edwards,  James  L.  Mentioned 638 

Edwards,  C.  L.  Mentioned 131,136 

Edwards,  Ellis.  Mentioned 636 
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Edwards,  Henry  L.  Report  of  attack  on  Pawnee  Agency,  Nebr.,  June  23, 1863  . 378 

Edwards,  James  F.  Mentioned 423 

Edwards,  James  W.  Mentioned 741,894 

Edwards,  John.  (Colonel.) 

Correspondence  with 

Bishop,  A.  W 660 

McNeil,  John 660 

Mentioned 649-652,669 

Report  of  Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863  652-654 

Edwards,  John.  (Lieutenant.)  Mentioned 288 

Edwards,  John  N.  Mentioned 58,153,204,290 

Edwards,  W.  R.  Mentioned 292,677 

Egelston,  J.  Q,  Mentioned. 335 

Ehle,  M.  M.  Mentioned 320 

Elder,  W.  W.  Mentioned..., 133 

Eldridge,  Luther  P.  Mentioned 401 

Eliot,  W.  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 830 

Missouri,  Governor  of 801 

Mentioned 802,  832 

Elk  Creek,  near  Honey  Springs,  Ind.  T.  Engagement  at,  July  17,  1863. 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Union  troops 449 

Communications  from  Douglas  H.  Cooper 461 

Reports  of 

Blunt,  James  G 447 

Bowles,  John 449 

Campbell,  William  T 452 

Cooper,  Douglas  H - 457 

Hopkins,  Henry.' 456 

Schaurte,  Frederick  W 451 

Smith,  Edward  A 454 

Smith,  J.  Nelson 455 

Stevens,  Edward  R - 453 

Wattles,  Stephen  H 455 


See  also  Missouri,  Department  of  the.  Operations  in,  Nov.  25,  1862-JVov. 
15,  1863.  Report  of  Halleck.  Also  report  of  Steele,  p.  32. 


Elliott,  Benjamin.  Mentioned . 58, 150, 151,  153, 186, 199-201, 436, 527, 529, 530 

Elliott,  Washington  L. 

Assignments  to  command 1,793 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 816, 826 

Sibley,  Henry  H 815,819 

Mentioned.,. 793,896 

Ellison,  J.  Report  of  affair  at  Round  Ponds,  near  Castor  River,  Mo.,  Aug.  1, 

1863  467 

Ellithorpe,  Albert  C. 

Mentioned 92-94 

Report  of  engagement  at  Cane  Hill,  Ark.,  Nov.  28,  1862  48 

Elm  Springs,  Ark.  Skirmishes  near,  July  30, 1863.  Report  of  John  E.  Phelps.  464 

Endecott,  Joseph.  Mentioned 322 

Engan,  Charles.  Mentioned 894 

Engelmann,  Adolph. 

Mentioned 471, 486,  516, 517 


Report  of  engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche,  Ark.,  Sept.  10,  1863 . .. ....  513 
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England,  C.  D.  Mentioned 541 

Eno,  Edward  B. 


Reports  of 

Barton  and  Jasper  Counties,  Mo.  Scout  in,  Feb.  19-22,  1863 233 

Granby,  Mo.  Raid  on,  by  guerrillas,  March  3,  1863 235 

Newtonia,  Mo.  Scout  from,  May  13-18,  1863 329 

Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863 658 

Sugar  Creek  Hills,  Mo.  Operations  in  the,  Dec.  23-31,  1862 166 

Enright,  Morris.  Mentioned 49,93-95 

Enrolled  Militia.  Communications  from 

Curtis,  Samuel  851, 853, 875 

Lincoln,  Abraham 839,851,878 

Missouri,  Governor  of - 839,878,888 

Enterprise,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  Sept.  15,  1863.  See  Springfield ; Mo.  Expedi- 
tion from,  Sept.  7-19,  1863. 

Eppes,  Thomas  A.  Mentioned 412,419 

Erskine,  Albert.  Mentioned 344-347 

Espanoza, . Mentioned 704,705 

Espey,  Hugh.  Mentioned 100,660 

Estes,  Captain.  Mentioned 321, 322, 700 

Estes,  Orderly.  Mentioned 156 

Etter,  C.  B.  Mentioned 539 

Eva,  Steamer.  Mentioned 172 

Evans,  W.  H.  Mentioned 185,187 

Ewing,  Henry.  Mentioned - 148,198,210 

Ewing,  John  D.  Mentioned 266 

Ewing,  John  N.  Mentioned 350 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr. 

Assignments  to  command 5,15 

Correspondence  with  A.  R.  Banks 585 

Mentioned *. 15, 16, 45, 63, 75, 77, 89, 

90, 92, 93, 572-575, 584, 609, 623, 626, 632, 650, 651, 656, 664, 665, 670, 675, 889 
Policy  of,  toward  Missouri.  See  reports  of  Ewing,  p.  579  ; Schofield,  p.  572. 
Reports  of 

Cane  Hill,  Ark.  Engagement  at,  Nov.  28,  1862  52 

Kansas.  Quantrill’s  Raid  into,  and  pursuit  by  Union  forces,  Aug. 

20-28,  1863 579 

Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862 97 

Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863 662,663 

Sibley,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  and  destruction  of,  June  23,  1863 375 

Fagan,  James  F. 

Mentioned 142  143, 155, 158, 170, 172, 173, 398, 400, 409-412, 

414-416, 418-420, 422, 427-432, 439, 441, 479, 480, 485, 520, 773, 776, 903, 904 

Report  of  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4,  1863  423,427 

Fahnestock,  O.  F.  Mentioned 457 

Fall,  B.  F.  Mentioned 1 427 

Farmer,  William  W.  Mentioned 744 

Farnsworth,  George  W.  Mentioned 333 

Farr,  Asa  W.  Mentioned 690, 692, 693, 697-699 

Farrar,  B.  G.  Mentioned 868 

Farrow,  Wilson.  Mentioned 746 

Faugh  t,  I.  W.  Mentioned 594 
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30, 

31' 

30! 

30! 

30 


. 31C 

305, 30( 


Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Action  at,  April  18,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Cabell,  William  L 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue 

Herron,  Francis  J 

Congratulatory  orders.  Harrison  

Reports  of 

Cabell,  William  L 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue ~ 

Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862.  See  Prairie  Grove. 

Demonstration  against,  Oct.  11-14,  1863. 

Communications  from  W.  H.  Brooks 

Reports  of  Thomas  J.  Hunt 

Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  16,  309.* 

Scouts  from. 

March  29-April  5,  1863.  Report  of  James  Roseman . . 24J 

Dec.  16-31,  1863.  Reports  of  

Hunt,  Thomas  J 

Sanborn,  John  B 

Worthington,  John  I 

Skirmish  at,  Aug.  23,  1863.  

Communications  from  John  McNeil 

Report  of  Edgar  A.  Barker o9° 

Ferguson,  J.  A.  Mentioned * 594 

Ferguson,  R.  L.  Mentioned * * * * * 313 

Ferrell,  William  H.  Mentioned  ?? 

Ferrill,  H.  Mentioned 201» 290’ 6' 7 

Ferry  Landing,  Ark.  Skir^h  at^pt  ' 'seeAMey’Vmils. ”* 

Mentioned 


- 70S 

701,702 


913 

7791 

780; 


Field,  B.  J. 


Filley,  Giles  F.  Mentioned 


313, 608 


Finley,  C.  Mentioned  826,878,884 

Fischer,  Waldemar.  660,755 

Mentioned 

of  “.t  n ear  a:,  mo.; ;;;;;;;;;; ; 

Fish,  Stillman  O.  Mentioned 

Fisk,  Clinton  B.  471 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 


Loan,  Ben 


879 


Rogers,  John  B * * 

Woodson,  R.  G * 

Mentioned 

Reports  of  173, 174, 217, 764, 765, 858, 875 

Pilot  Knob  Mo.  Expeditions  from,  Sept.  29-Oct.  26,  1863  680, 681 

Round  Ponds,  near  Castor  River,  Mo.  Affair  at,  Aug.  1,  1863.  466 

Fisk,  j.  g.  " ■Aide-de-CamP’ see 

Fitzhugh,  William.  87,306,308,615,660,751 

Fitzwaters,  George.  Mentioned 

Flagg,  Samuel  A.  .* 

Mentioned 

Report  of  skirmish  at,  and  destruction  of,  Sibley,  Mo',  June"  23,  1863 


904 

636 
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’lanagin,  Harris.  Mentioned 411 

’landers,  A.  Mentioned 456 

’leming,  Robert  W.  Mentioned 335 

’lesher,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with  Commanding  Officer  at  Kansas  City,  Mo 373 

Mentioned 586,610 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Westport,  Mo.,  June  17,  1863  — 372 

Flournoy,  George.  Mentioned - 904 

Flournoy,  R.  C.  Mentioned 757 

Fogg,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 563, 565 

Folmsbee,  William  H.  Mentioned 630, 707 

Folsom,  Daniel.  Mentioned 405 

Folsom,  Simpson  N.  Mentioned 66,67 

Forbes,  William  H.  Mentioned 359 

Foreman,  John  A. 

Mentioned 45, 315, 316, 337, 348, 349,  351, 378-381,  702, 703, 783 

Report  of  engagement  at  Cabin  Creek,  Iud.  T.,  July  1-2,  1863  382 

Forrest,  Nathan  B.  Mentioned 519 

Forrester,  Henry.  Mentioned 461 

Forsyth,  John.  Mentioned 831 

Fort  Davis.  Capture  and  destruction  of,  by  Union  forces,  Dec.  — , 1862.  Com- 
munications from  William  A.  Phillips 881 

Fort  Garland,  Colo.  Scout  from,  Oct.  12-16,  1863.  Report  of  Horace  W. 

Baldwin 704 

Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T. 

Action  near,  May  20,  1863.  Report  of  William  A.  Phillips 337 

Demonstration  on,  Dec.  16,  1863.  “Record  of  Events,”  District  of  the 

Frontier 779 

Expedition  toward,  Dec.  — , 1862.  See  reports  of  Blunt,  p.  168  ; Steele,  p.  32. 

Operations  about,  June  6-20,  1863.  Report  of  William  A.  Phillips 348 

See  also  Greenleaf  Prairie.  Skirmish  on,  June  16,  1863. 

Skirmish  near,  May  28, 1863.  Report  of  James  G.  Blunt 341 


Fort  Halleck,  Dak.  Skirmish  near,  Feb.  20,  1863.  Report  of  Asaph  Allen..  234 
Fort  Scott,  Kans. 

Affair  near,  June  8, 1863.  See  Creek  Agency , Ind.  T.  Scout from,  May  6-19, 1863. 
Attack  on  train  between  Carthage,  Mo.,  and,  Sept.  6, 1863.  Report  of  Mil- 

ton  Burch , 613 

Fort  Smith,  Ark. 

Occupation  of,  by  Union  forces,  Sept.  1,  1863.  See  Devil's  Backbone,  Ark. 

Action  at,  Sept.  1,  1863. 

See  also  Missouri,  Department  of  the.  Operations  in,  Nov.  25,  1862- Nov. 

15,  1863.  Report  of  Halleck.  Also  reports  of  Schofield , p.  15; 


Steele,  p.  33. 

Reconnaissance  toward,  Nov.  20-23,  1862. 

Communications  from  James  G.  Blunt 790 

Report  of  James  G.  Blunt 36 

Fortune,  William  H.  Mentioned 126 

Foster,  Emory  S. 

Mentioned 626, 629, 634, 638-640 

Report  of  Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863 647 

Foster,  M.  U.  Mentioned 248,639 

Fountain,  Pleasant.  Mentioned 238 

Fourche,  Bayou,  Ark.  Engagement  at,  Sept.  10,  1863. 

Communications  fcom  John  W.  Davidson 488 
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Fourche,  Bayou,  Ark.  Engagement  at,  Sept.  10,  1863 — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Andrews,  Christopher  C 517 

Caldwell,  Joseph  W 508 

Chandler,  John  L 500 

Engelmann,  Adolph 513 

Hadley,  Julius  L 488 

Merrill,  Lewis 491 

Pratt,  J.  H . 542 

Ritter,  John  F 509 

Stuart,  James 506 

Vaughn,  Thomas  F «...  519 

Sketches  of 493, 515 

See  also  Little  Boclc,  Ark.  Advance  of  the  Union  forces  upon,  Aug . 1-Sept. 

14, 1863/  Reports  of 

Bateman,  M.  M.  Glover,  John  M.  Price,  Sterling, 

Davidson,  John  W.  Jeffers,  "William  L.  Steele,  Frederick. 

Dobbin,  Archibald  S.  Newton,  Robert  C. 

Foust,  Joseph. 

Mentioned 106, 123, 129, 131 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862  136 

Fox,  F.  J.  Mentioned 48 

Fox,  F.  W.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  James  C.  Veatch. 

Fox,  George.  Mentioned 512 

Frame,  Surgeon.  Mentioned 570 

Franklin,  J.  W.  Mentioned 677 

Franklin,  S.  A.  Mentioned 761 

Franklin,  William  B.  Mentioned 25 

Frazier,  W.  H.  Mentioned 156 

Fredericktown,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  April  22,  1863.  See  Marmaduke's  Expedi- 
tion into  Missouri , April  17-May  2,  1863.  Reports  of 
Marmaduke,  J ohn  S.  Thompson,  G.  W. 

Freeburn,  Archibald  B.  Mentioned 704 

Freeman,  Ambrose.  Mentioned 358,360 

Freeman,  James  M.  Mentioned 401 

Freeman,  Robert  L . Mentioned « 503, 506 

Freeman,  Thomas  R.  Mentioned 383, 466, 548, 618, 619, 746, 780 

French  Point,  Mo.  Scout  to,  May  13-18,  1863.  See  A Tewtonia,  Mo.  Scout  from. 

Freund,  Jacob.  Mentioned 637 

Frick, . Mentioned 375 

Frier,  James  K.  Mentioned 401 

Frisbie,  Henry  N.  Mentioned 116, 117, 119, 889 

Frog  Bayou,  Ark. 

Expedition  to,  and  skirmishes,  Nov.  7-13,  1863. 

Communications  from  John  McNeil 751 

Report  of  M.  La  Rue  Harrison 749 

Skirmish  on,  March  19,  1863.  Report  of  M.  La  Rue  Harrison 242 

Frontier,  Army  of  the.  (Union.) 

Schofield,  John  M.,  relieved  from  command 3 

Herron,  Francis  J.,  assigned  to  command 3 

Orders,  General,  series  1862:  No.  17,  792. 

Orders,  General  (Field),  series  1862:  No.  2,  82. 

Reorganization  of,  May,  1863  13 
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Frontier,  District  of  the.  (Union.)  . 7q2 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from  Clark  Wright r'*~ 

Blunt,  James  G.,  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 

Constituted ’ 

McNeil,  John,  assumes  command  of  the 

“Record  of  Events.” 

Gibson,  Fort,  Ind.  T.  Demonstration  on,  Dec.  16,  1863 

Waldron,  Ark.  Attack  on,  Dec.  29,  1863...  1 

Frost,  D.  M. 

Correspondence  with  Sterling  Price "" 

Mentioned 64, 69, 75, 80, 90, 141-143, 170. 172, 439,  472,  48a,  520,  521, 544, 776 

Report  of  advance  of  Union  forces  upon  Little  Root,  Ark.,  Aug.  1-Sept.  14, 

1863  543 

Frund,  William.  Mentioned 

Fry,  John.  Mentioned 

Fuller,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned 

Fuller,  Irving  W.  ...170,171,510 

Mentioned 171 

Report  of  capture  of  Van  Bnren,  Ark.,  Dec.  28, 1862 

Mentioned 


779 

787 

544 


636 

699 

588 


636 


Funk,  Robert. 

Furnas,  Robert  W. 

Mentioned 

Report  of  expedition  against  Indians  in  Dakota,  Aug.  13-Sept.  11, 1863 ....  5bo 

Gaines,  Arthur  W.  Mentioned 
Gallaher,  William.  Mentioned 
Galligan,  J.  Mentioned 

Charles.  Mentioned. ™ » — *»  ^ 

Gamble,  Hamilton  R. 


34, 771 


550 


62 


558-560,565, 889 

Dakota,  Aug.  13-Sept.  11, 1863.... 

89, 90 
562 

Galloway,  Charles.  Mentioned 220,222,223,462,614,615 

Mentioned. 

191, 674, 720, 798, 803, 810-812, 830, 845, 851, 854, 870 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Missouri,  Governor  of. 

Gano  R.  M.  Mentioned - ^ , _ 

Garden  Hollow,  near  Pineville,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  9, 1863.  epor  o 
Charles  B.  McAfee 

Gardner.  John. 

Correspondence  with  Owen  A.  Bassett 49,'50.fi2, M, 95, 603, ‘eii, '776,787 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Maysville,  Ark.,  Sept.  5,  1863 

Garland,  Color  Sergeant.  Mentioned * 412  419 

Garland,  J.  C.  Mentioned ’ 9Q4 

Garland,  R.  R.  Mentioned 

Garner,  A.  J.  Mentioned 

Garner  Wr.  W.  Mentioned  — 

Garrett,  Captain.  Mentioned.. 

Garrett,  Cameron.  Mentioned ...  80,153,204,205 

Garrett,  James  M.  Mentioned ’ 

Garth,  W.  G.  Mentioned 

Gates,  William  M.  Mentioned 

Gatlin,  Captain.  Mentioned.... 

Gaty,  Sam.,  Steamer.  See  Nam.  Gaty 

Gause,  L.  C.  Mentioned 

Geddes,  James  L.  Mentioned 

Geen,  Richard.  Mentioned 

•TSSTTZ: 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Brownsville^  Ark,f  Aug.  25,  1863 


784, 785 
. 434 

. 700 

. 322 


335 
. 835 

67 

. 419 

176,894 
. 406 
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Gentry,  Henry  C. 

Mentioned . 570 

Reports  of 

Clarkton,  Mo.  Expedition  to,  Oct.  27 -Nov.  15,  1863 742 

Pocahontas,  Ark.  Expeditions  to,  Aug.  17-26,  1863 570 

Gentry,  William. 

Assignments  to  command 636 

Mentioned 626,627,629-631,634-636,640,641 

Report  of  Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863 636 

Gerster,  Anton.  Mentioned 257, 486, 487 

Gibson,  Major.  Mentioned 737 

Gibson,  H.  D.  Mentioned 396,398-401 

Gibson,  Joseph.  Mentioned 1 706 

Gibson,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned 401 

Giddings,  D.  C.  Mentioned 286,300,303 

Gier,  Herman.  Mentioned 261 

Gilbert,  James  I.  Mentioned 471 

Gilfillan,  James.  Mentioned 363,365,368 

Gilkey,  Charles  A.  Mentioned 150, 153, 186, 199-204, 484,  528 

Gill,  Charles  R.  Mentioned 892 

Gillespie,  C.  C.  Mentioned 904 

Gillespie,  J.  Mentioned  .. 684 

Gillespie,  John.  Mentioned ! 269 

Gillett,  L.  E.  Mentioned 458,459,461 

Gillpatrick,  Rufus.  Mentioned 315,316 

Gillpatrick,  J.  H.  Mentioned 48 

Gilmore,  Mr.  (Confederate.)  Mentioned 831 

Gilmore,  Mr.  (Union.)  Mentioned 620 

Gilmore,  G.  R.  Mentioned „ 297 

Gilstrap,  Jacob.  Mentioned 894 

Gilstrap,  J.  M.  Mentioned 595,611 

Glaze,  Henry  S.  Report  of  skirmish  near  Switzler’s  Mill,  Chariton  County, 

Mo.,  July  12,  1863.... 446 

Gleim,  H.  A.  Mentioned 496 

Glenn,  J.  E.  Mentioned 419 

Glover, . Mentioned 785 

Glover,  Albert  D.  Mentioned 60,470 

Glover,  John  M. 

Mentioned 258, 259, 

261, 262, 276-278, 283,  470, 473,  479,  484-487,  489-496, 504,  507,  509,  510,  728 
Reports  of 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  Advance  of  Union  forces  upon,  Aug.  1-Sept.  14, 

1863 501,503 

Ozark  Mountains,  Mo.  Expedition  to  the,  and  skirmishes,  Nov.  30- 

Dec.  6,  1862 60 

Golden  Grove,  Mo.  Scout  to,  Aug.  6-9,  1863.  See  Greenfield , Mo.  Scout  from. 

Gonell,  Mr.  Mentioned 831 

Goodell,  E.  A.  Mentioned 360 

Goolsby,  W.  W.  Mentioned 738 

Gordon,  Captain.  Mentioned 54 

Gordon,  B.  Frank. 

Mentioned 55, 56, 58, 149, 151-153, 186, 199-204, 290, 527 

Report  of  advance  of  Union  forces  upon  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  Aug.  1-Sept. 

14,1863 * ■ 530 
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3-ordon,  George  P.  Mentioned 531,671,672,675-677 

Gordon,  James.  Mentioned - 204 

3-0 r don,  William.  Mentioned 452 

Gorman,  M.  Mentioned - - 543 

Grorman,  Willis  A. 

Assignments  to  command 809 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 820, 835, 839, 852, 855, 857-859, 872,  875, 883 

Grant,  U.  S 859 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 879 

Porter,  David  D 866 

Sherman,  W.  T 829 

Mentioned 316, 809, 829, 831, 835, 839, 855, 858, 859, 879, 885, 887, 892 

Reports  of 

Helena,  Ark.  Affairs  near. 

Dec.  14,  1862 161 

Jan.  1,  1863 211 

Saint  Francis  Road,  near  Helena,  Ark.  Skirmish  on  the,  Dec.  23, 

1862  165 

White  River,  Ark.  Expedition  up  the,  Jan.  13-19,  1863  216-218 

Gorton,  C.  L.  Mentioned 95 

Gortscamp,  John.  Mentioned.... 777 

Goss,  B.  F.  Mentioned  ... 585 

Goss,  J.  Q.  Mentioned - — 568 

Gould,  John  H.  Mentioned 892 

Gower,  James  O. 

Mentioned 125,889 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862  126 

Grafenstein,  Louis.  Mentioned. 335 

Graham, . Mentioned 749 

Graham,  Harvey.  Mentioned 895 

Grampus,  No.  2,  Steamer.  Destruction  of,  Jan.  11,  1863.  Report  of  J.  H. 

McGehee , 232 

Granby,  Mo.  Raid  on,  by  guerrillas,  March  3,  1863.  Report  of  Edward  B. 

Eno 235 

Grand  Pass,  Idaho.  Skirmish  with  Indians  at,  July  7,  1863.  Reports  of 

Allen,  Asaph 444 

Chivington,  John  M 443 

Grant,  William.  Mentioned  355 

Grant,  Hiram  P.  Mentioned 355, 363 

Grant,  U.  S. 

Assumes  command  of  troops  in  Arkansas 2 

Co-operation  with  Schofield 19 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters.... 177 

Gorman,  Willis  A ----- 859 

Schofield,  John  M 18, 19,21 

Soott,  John 177  ' 

Steele,  Frederick 483,819,830 

Mentioned 10, 13, 17, 20, 22, 24-26, 166, 217, 407,  441, 474, 479, 480, 

575, 579, 584,  805, 819, 830, 835,  836, 855, 858,  859, 878, 879, 881-883, 885, 887 

Grass,  Private.  Mentioned 452 

Grassberger,  John  P.  Mentioned 452 

Gravely,  Joseph  J.  Mentioned 654,669 

Graves, . Mentioned 465, 547 
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Graves,  A.  C.  Mentioned xgg 

Graves,  William  H. 

Itinerary  of  First  Brigade,  Second  Division.  Advance  of  tlie  Union  forces 

upon  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  Aug.  1-Sept.  14,  1863  51(j 

Mentioned 471, 513, 514, 5ld 

Gray,  Henry.  Mentioned 375 

Gray,  John  B.  Mentioned 822,  852, 853, 894 

Gray,  J.  R.  Mentioned 486, 487 

Gray,  Martin  D.  Mentioned 683 

Grear,  Mr.  Mentioned 39 

Greely,  Carlos  S. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  R.  Curtis 878 

Mentioned •. g7g 

Green,  Clark  H. 

Mentioned 343 

Report  of  skirmishes  near  Rocheport,  Mo.,  June  1,  1863 343 

Green,  Henderson.  Mentioned 594 

Green,  James  S.  Mentioned 817 

Green,  Jesse.  Mentioned 227 

Green,  Jim.  Mentioned 834 

Green,  Martin  E.  Mentioned 906 

Green,  P.  T.  Mentioned 160, 161, 194 

Green,  Thomas.  Mentioned 27,439 

Green’s  Farm,  near  Lawrenceville,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  19,  1863.  See 
Lawrenceville,  ArTc. 

Greenbeck,  Otto.  Mentioned 406 

Greene,  Colton. 

Mentioned 188, 192, 264, 285, 286, 288, 

300, 301,  324, 325, 327,  409,  412, 436,  438, 439, 526, 545, 731, 735, 791, 809, 904 
Reports  of 

Missouri.  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into,  April  17-May  2,  1863 303 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  Action  at,  Oct.  25,  1863  730 

Greene,  Oliver  D.  Report  of  attack  on  Centreville,  Mo.,  etc.,  Dec.  23-25, 

* 1863  783 

Greenfield,  Mo. 

Expeditions  from,  Nov.  24-26,  1862.  Report  of  Francis  J.  Herron 37 

Scouts  from. 

Aug.  6-9,  1863.  Report  of  Jacob  Cassairt 546 

Sept.  15-18,  1863.  Report  of  Wick  Morgan 620 

Skirmish  at,  Oct.  5,  1863.  See  Shelby’s  Raid. 

Greenleaf  Prairie,  Ind.  T.  Skirmish  on,  June  16, 1863.  Report  of  Stephen 

H.  Wattles 350 

See  also  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T.  Operations  about , June  6-20,  1863. 

Greeno,  Harris  S.  Mentioned 45 

Greenton  Valley,  near  Hopewell,  Mo.  Affair  in,  Oct.  21,  1863.  Report  of 

Bazel  F.  Lazear 707 

Greer,  A.  Mentioned 5X1 

Gregg,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 55,57,58,150-153,156,200,201 

Gregg,  Louis.  Mentioned 336 


Grenada,  Miss.  Expedition  to  vicinity  of,  Nov.  27-Dec.  6,  1862.  Communi- 
cations from  Frederick  Steele 793 


Greve,  C.  M.  Mentioned 457 

Grier,  William  M.  Mentioned 133 

Griggs,  Chauncey  W.  Mentioned 896 

Griggs,  John.  Mentioned......... .....  541 
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Grigsby,  William.  Mentioned 98 

Grimes,  James  W.  Correspondence  with  Samuel  R.  Curtis 828 

Grims,  Willis.  ’Mentioned 344 

Grinsted,  H.  L.  Mentioned 903 

Gritts,  Budd.  Mentioned 350, 352,  783 

Groomer,  David.  Mentioned - 588,745 

Guerrillas.  Treatment  of,  etc.  See  Conduct  of  the  War. 

Guess,  G.  W.  Mentioned 903 

Guitar,  Odon. 

Mentioned •«, 343, 642, 645, 646 

Reports  of 

Black  Fork  Hills,  Mo.  Affair  in  the,  July  4,  1863 442 

Rocheport,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  June  18, 1863 373 

Gum  Slough,  Mo.  Expedition  to,  March  9-15, 1863.  See  Bloomfield,  Mo.  Ex- 
pedition from. 

Gunning,  Major.  Mentioned 780 

Gunter,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned 431 

Gunther,  A.  Mentioned 49, 63-65, 94, 771 

Guthrie,  R.  E.  Mentioned 134 

Guylee,  J.  Mentioned - 877 

Hackley,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 746 

Hackwith,  N.  P.  Mentioned 568,749 

Haden,  John  S.  Mentioned 834 

Hadley,  Julius  L. 

Mentioned 470,486-488,494 

Report  of  engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche,  Ark.,  Sept.  10,  1863  488 

Hagood,  Robert  N.  Mentioned 295 

Haines,  T.  J.  Mentioned 876 

Haines,  William  P.  Mentioned 503,506 

Haines,  W.  W.  Mentioned 48, 100,  603 

Hairbright, . Mentioned 785 

Hall,  Andy.  Mentioned 617 

Hall,  Charles  W.  Report  of  skirmish  with  Indians  near  White,  Stone  Hill, 

Dak. , Sept,  o,  1863 <. 611 

Hall,  George  H. 

Mentioned 181, 184, 625, 628, 629, 637, 662, 895 

Report  of  Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863 633 

Hall,  S.  C.  Mentioned 48 

Hall,  William  A.  Mentioned 851 

Hallsck,  Henry  W. 

Mentioned *. 13, 17, 20, 22, 24, 173, 176, 

177, 572, 787, 796, 803, 805, 819, 820,  827, 828, 835, 857, 862, 866, 869, 883, 885 

Reports  of 

Missouri,  Department  of  the.  Operations  in  the,  Nov.  25,  1862-Nov. 

15,  1863 9 

Northwest,  Department  of  the.  Operations  in  the,  Nov.  25,  1862-Nov. 

15,  1863 9 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Army  Headquarters. 

Halliburton,  T.  J.  Mentioned 55 

Ham,  E.  D.  Mentioned 306,308 

Hamilton  Belle,  Steamer.  Mentioned 236, 473, 756, 757 

Hamilton,  W.  T.  Mentioned 510, 752,  754 

Hammett,  McK.  A.  Mentioned 143,146 
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Hance,  Morgan  A.  Mentioned 664,668 

Hancock,  Van  Rensler.  Mentioned 322 

Handcock, . Mentioned *. 544 

Hanks,  F.  M.  Mentioned 461 

Hanna,  G.  W.  Mentioned 137 

Hansel,  Jacob  C.  Mentioned 892 

Hardesty,  William  L.  Mentioned 631 

Harding,  Chester,  jr.  Mentioned 616, 873, 874, 890 

Harding,  Edward.  Mentioned 666,667 

Hare,  M.  H.  Mentioned 399 

Harker,  Garrison.  Mentioned 470, 492, 494, 496, 500, 894 

Harlan,  J.  R.  Mentioned 412 

Harnden,  Henry.  Mentioned 245 

Harper,  J.  P.  Mentioned 283, 284 

Harrell,  John  M.  Report  of  scout  from  Waldron,  Ark.,  Dec.  2-7,  1863 772 

Harris,  Mr.  Mentioned 327 

Harris,  Charles  L.  Mentioned 890 

Harris,  David  M.  Mentioned 671,677 

Harris,  Marshall  H.  Mentioned 344 

Harris,  Samuel.  Mentioned „ 620 

Harris,  S.  S.  Report  of  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into  Missouri,  April  17-May 

2,  1863 304 

Harrison,  Colonel.  Mentioned 328,329,338 

Harrison,  Charles.  Mentioned 59 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue. 

Congratulatory  orders.  Action  at  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  April  18, 1863 309 

Correspondence  with 

Cabell,  William  L 308, 309 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 310 

Herron,  Francis  J 309 

McNeil,  John 751 

Mentioned r 72, 228, 315, 316, 339, 649, 653, 655, 660, 780, 890 

Reports  of 

Arkadelphia,  Ark.  Skirmish  near,  Feb.  15,  1863 229 

Arkansas  River.  Scout  to,  Feb.  5-12,  1863 227 

Carroll  County,  Mo.  Skirmishes  in,  April  — , 1863 249 

Fayetteville,  Ark.  Action  at,  April  18,  1863 305,306 

Frog  Bayou,  Ark. 

Expedition  to,  and  skirmishes,  Nov.  7-13,  1863  749 

Skirmish  on,  March  19,  1863  242 

Mulberry  River.  Skirmish  near  mouth  of,  February  3,  1863 223 

Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863 660 

Springfield,  Mo.  Expedition  from,  Sept.  7-19,  1863 614 

Van  Buren,  Ark.  Scout  to,  Jan.  23-27, 1863  220 

Vine  Prairie,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Feb.  2, 1863  222,223 

White  River,  Ark.  Skirmish  near  the  head  of,  March  22,  1863  244 

Harrison’s  Landing,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  16, 1863.  See  report  of  Eberhart, 
p.  512. 

Harrisonville,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  Oct.  24,  1863.  See  Shelby's  Raid. 

Hart,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned 649 

Hart  ['?],  Charley.  See  W.  C.  Quantrill. 

Hart,  Joe.  Mentioned 336 

Hart,  R.  A.  Mentioned 419,442 

Hart,  Roswell  K.  Mentioned 669, 670 

Hart,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned ..... 628 
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Hartman, — . Mentioned 837 

Hartman,  Theobald.  Mentioned 890 

Hartville,  Mo. 

Affair  near,  Nov.  — , 1862.  Communications  from 

Curtis,  Samuel  R — 791 

Warren,  Fitz  Henry 791 

Engagement  at,  Jan.  11,  1863. 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Union  troops 191 

Reports  of 

Dunlap,  Cornelius  W 191 

Warren,  Fitz  Henry 187-189 

See  also 


Nov.  25,  1862-Nov.  15, 1863.  Missouri,  Department  of  the.  Operations 
in  the.  Report  of 

Halleck,  Henry  W. 


Also 

Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  25,  1863.  Missouri.  MarmaduTce’s  Expedition  into. 
Reports  of 

Marmaduke,  John  S.  Porter,  J.  C.  Shelby,  Joseph  O. 

Garrison  of,  surrendered  to  Confederate  forces,  Jan.  9,  1863.  See  Missouri. 

Marmadulce’s  Expedition  into , Dec.  31,  1862-Jaw.  25,  1863.  Reports 
of 

Bennett,  G.  W.  C.  Porter,  J.  C. 


Harvey,  Elijah  E.  Mentioned 893 

Haskell,  J.  G.  Mentioned 443 

Haufbauer,  August.  Mentioned 255 

Haughout,  William  J.  Mentioned 372 

Hawes,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 266 

Hawes,  J.  M.  Mentioned 217, 218, 836, 875, 904 

Hawkins,  Henry  P.  Report  of  affair  near  Helena,  Ark.,  Dec.  14,  1862  162 

Hawthorn,  A.  T. 

Mentioned 419, 424-426, 431, 432, 903 

Report  of  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4,  1863.. 427 

Hawthorne,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 359 

Hayden,  Major.  Mentioned 644 

Hayden,  Mortimer  M.  Mentioned 471,892 

Hayes,  G.  Mentioned 133 

Hayes,  Josiah  E. 

Charges  and  specifications  in  case  of 821 

Mentioned 40,600,797,821,822,841,843-848,850 

Statement  of.  Affairs  in  Jackson  and  La  Fayette  Counties,  Mo.  Nov.  26- 


29,  1862 _ 849 

Hayes,  Orrin  T.  Mentioned 358,359 

Haynau,  Julius  Jakob  von.  Mentioned 864 

Haynes,  C.  H.  Mentioned 77 

Haynes,  John  W.  Mentioned 441 

Haynes,  S.  C.  Mentioned 563 

Hayward,  J.  T.  K. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  R0  Curtis 875 

Mentioned 835 

Haywood,  Sergeant.  Mentioned 133 

Heath,  Erastus.  Mentioned 219 

Heath,  Herman  H.  Report  of  affair  with  Ponca  Indians,  Dec.  1,  1863 768 

Heath,  W.  A.  Mentioned 562 
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Heath,  William  H. 

Mentioned „ , 396 

Report  of  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4,  1863 400 

Heaton,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned 694 

Heberling,  Sylvanus.  Mentioned 64 

Heidel,  George.  Mentioned 595 

Heinze,  H.  Mentioned 761 

Heiston,  T.  B.  Mentioned 458,459,461 

Helena,  Ark. 

Advance  of  Union  forces  upon,  Aug.  1-Sept.  14,  1863.  Communications 

from  Frederick  Steele 483 

Affairs  near. 

Dec.  14, 1862.  Reports  of 

Gorman,  Willis  A 161 

Hawkins,  Henry  P 162 

Jan.  1, 1863.  Report  of  Willis  A.  Gorman 211 

Attack  on,  July  4, 1863. 

Casualties.  Returns  of 

Confederate  troops 412,  427, 438 

Union  troops 390, 391 

Communications  from 

Blair,  W.  B 408 

Holmes,  Theopliilus  H 407 

Prentiss,  Benjamin  M 384, 391 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 407,408 

War  Department,  C.  S 407, 408 

Co-operation  of  U.  S.  Navy  with  Army 391, 392 

Court  of  Inquiry.  Findings  and  opinions 438 

Reports  of 

Benton,  Thomas  H.,jr 396 

Blacknall,  T.  H 432 

Brooks,  W.  H... 430 

Dobbin,  Archibald  S 435 

Fagan,  James  F 423, 427 

Hawthorn,  A.  T 427 

Heath,  William  H 400 

Holmes,  Tbeophilus  H 408 

Hudson,  John  G 402 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 384 

King,  J.  P 431 

Kittredge,  Charles  W 399 

Mackey,  Cyrus  H 398 

McPheeters,  W.  M a 440, 441 

McRae,  Dandridge 417 

Marmaduke,  John  S 436 

Newton,  Robert  C 1 434 

O’Connell,  John 405 

Pace,  Thomas  N 402 

Parsons,  M.  Monroe 420 

Prentiss,  Benjamin  M 385-387 

Price,  Sterling 413 

Rice,  Samuel  A 395 

Salomon,  Frederick 392 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 406 
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Helena,  Ark.— Continued. 

Attack  on,  July  4,  1863. 

Reports  of 

Walker,  L.  M 433 

Wright,  Melvil  C 404 

Sketch 394 

See  also  Missouri , Department  of  the.  Operations  in,  Nov.  25,  1862- 
Nov.  15,  1863.  Report  of  Halleck.  Also  report  of  Smith,  p.  27. 
Expeditions  from. 

March  5-12, 1863.  Report  of  Powell  Clayton 236 

March  6-10, 1863.  Report  of  Benjamin  M.  Prentiss 239 

Nov.  14-17, 1863.  Report  of  Eagleton  Carmichael 756 

Expedition  to,  July — ,1863.  Congratulatory  orders.  Davidson 464 

Skirmish  at  Lick  Creek,  near,  Jan.  12,  1863.  See  Lick  Creek. 

Skirmish  at  Polk’s  Plantation,  near,  May  25, 1863.  See  Polk’s  Plantation. 

Skirmish  on  the  Saint  Francis  Road,  near,  Dec.  23, 1862.  See  Saint  Francis 
Road. 

Helmrich,  Gustav  von.  Mentioned 890 

Henderson,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned 122 

Hendricks,  William.  Mentioned 783 

Henley,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 607 

Henning,  Benjamin  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  Charles  W 799, 825 

Blunt,  James  G 837 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 799,825 

Mentioned 690, 692, 693, 699, 701, 798, 825, 851, 893 

Report  of  action  at  Baxter  Springs,  Kans.,  Oct.  6,  1863  693  * 

Henslee,  Murline  C.  Mentioned 328-330,643 

Hensley,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 780 

Hensley,  William.  Mentioned 343 

Hercules,  Steamer. 

Destruction  of,  Feb.  17,  1863.  Report  of  J.  H.  McGehee 232 

Mentioned 230,233 

Herder,  John  N.  Mentioned 894 

Herring,  G.  L.  Mentioned 682,683 

Herron,  Francis  J. 

Address  to  troops.  Battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862 108 

Assignments  to  command 3 

Correspondence  -with 

Bishop,  A.  W 787,791 

Blunt,  James  G 807, 809, 812 

Brown,  E.  B 820 

Crabb,  Benjamin 213 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 39,  794, 806, 809, 813, 826, 829, 830, 833, 840,  853, 858 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue 309 

Schofield,  John  M 867 

Vandever,  William 278,281 

Wright,  Clark 792 

Mentioned 10, 13, 38, 61, 69-74,  77-80, 82, 84-86, 88, 89, 92, 96, 100-102, 109, 1 16, 

118, 123-125, 129, 132, 133, 136-138, 140-142, 147, 167, 171, 179,  281, 789, 790, 
795, 806, 807, 809, 810, 812, 813, 816,  820, 836, 872, 875, 881, 882, 885, 887-889 
Reports  of 

Greenfield,  Mo.  Expeditions  from,  Nov.  24-26,  1862 37 

Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862  100-102, 105 
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Herron,  Francis  J. — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Van  Buren,  Ark.  Capture  of,  Dec.  28,  1862  168, 169 

Yellville,  Ark.  Expedition  to,  Nov.  25-29,  1862  38 

Hetterbrand, . Mentioned 224 

Hewing,  George  L.  Mentioned 264 

Hickox,  F.  W.  Mentioned ; 665 

Hicks,  IN.  B.  Mentioned 119 

Hicks,  William.  Mentioned..... 419 

Higdon,  William  H.  Mentioned 774 

Hildebrand,  Jesse.  Mentioned 894 

Hiles,  J.  J.  Mentioned 759 

Hill,  J.  F.  Mentioned 247 

Hill,  J.  Fin.  Mentioned 46,77 

Hill,  Poney.  Mentioned 443 

Hill,  Thomas.  Mentioned 701 

Hiller,  Hiram  M. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Rogers 709 

Mentioned 241, 270, 709 

Hindman,  Thomas  C. 

Address  to  troops.  Battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862 83 

Correspondence  with 

Blunt,  James  G 77,78,80-82,144 

Cooper,  D.  H 900 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 146, 198, 902, 905 

Marmaduke,  John  S 897,899-901 


Mentioned 10, 28-30, 36-38, 42, 43, 60,  66,  67, 69-71, 73, 76, 77,  81, 83, 

87, 88, 92, 96, 100-102, 104, 105, 107, 146, 147, 155, 158, 167-170, 194, 195, 198, 
217, 218,  787, 790,  792, 793, 795,  805, 809, 812, 820, 821, 826-830, 832, 833, 836, 
840,  851,  853,  855-859, 866, 867, 872, 874, 875, 881, 887, 897, 899, 900, 902, 903 


Reports  of 

Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862 138 

Van  Buren,  Aik.  Capture  of,  Dec.  28,  1862 171 

Hinkle  [?],  Colonel.  Mentioned „ 188,190 

Hinkle,  John.  Mentioned 541 

Hinsdale,  John  W.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Theophilus  E.  Holmes. 

Hinson,  W.  H.  Mentioned 429 

Hitchcock,  Henry.  Mentioned 878 

Hitt,  S.  N.  Mentioned 506 

Hodge,  A.  Mentioned 877 

Hodge,  Eli.  Mentioned 204 

Hoffman,  J.  Mentioned 182, 184, 185 

Hog  Island,  Bates  County,  Mo.  Affair  at,  May  18,  1863.  Reports  of 

Lynde,  Edward 333 

Mullins,  Alexander  W : 334 

Hogle,  George.  Mentioned 706 

Holdeman,  Gilderoy.  Mentioned 453 

Holden,  Captain.  Mentioned 669 

Holden  [?],  Surgeon.  Mentioned 309 

Holderness  [?],  Surgeon.  Mentioned 307 

Holds  worth,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with  Monroe  County  Avengers 831 

Mentioned 831 

Holland,  Colly  B. 

Mentioned 649, 650, 653, 654 

Reports  of 

Arkansas.  Expedition  into,  and  skirmish,  Noy.  — , 1863 755 
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Holland,  Colly  B. — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863 669 

Springfield,  Mo.  Engagement  at,  Jan.  8,  1863  182 

Hollice,  Jesse.  Mentioned 744 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H. 

Assignments  to  command 3, 7 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A.* 897, 899, 901 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 816, 860, 879 

Davis,  Jefferson 818 

Hindman,  Thomas  C 146, 198, 902, 905 

Magruder,  John  B 905 

Pemberton,  J.  C 897 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 407 

War  Department,  C.  S 897,898 

Mentioned 25, 27, 28,  37, 195, 196, 218, 226,  384-389, 392, 393, 

400, 407, 408,  413,  418-420, 425, 426, 430, 437, 520, 522, 526,  773, 775, 789, 790, 
816, 818, 819, 830, 836, 851, 855, 866, 874,  875, 879,  881, 883,  897, 902, 903,  906 

Relieved  from  command  of  the  District  of  Arkansas  .... 5 

Report  of  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4,  1863  408 

Holt,  Colonel.  Mentioned 701 

Holt,  Joseph.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Judge- Advocate-General’s  Office, 

U.  S.  A. 

Holtsclaw, . Mentioned.., 446 

Honey  Creek,  Mo.  Affair  on,  Oct.  19,  1863.  Report  of  Henry  Neill 706 

Honey  Springs,  Ind.  T.  Engagement  near,  July  17,  1863.  See  Elk  Creek. 

Hood,  Joel  P.  Mentioned 613,685 

Hook,  W.  M.  Mentioned 62,95 

Hooper,  Benjamin.  Mentioned 224 

Hooper,  John  C.  Mentioned 151,153,289,531,537,672,674,675,677 

Hoor,  John.  Mentioned 878 

Hoover,  James  T.  Mentioned 241 

Hopefield,  Ark.  Burning  of,  Feb.  19,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 232 

Yeatch,  James  C 231 

Reports  of 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 230 

Lemon,  Joseph  K 232 

Yeatch,  James  C 231 

Hopewell,  Mo. 

Affair  in  Greenton  Valley,  near,  Oct.  21,  1863.  See  Greenton  Valley. 

Scout  to  vicinity  of,  Aug.  6-9,  1863.  Report  of  James  McFerran 546 

Skirmishes  near,  Aug.  25-26,  1863.  See  Kansas.  Quantrill’s  Raid  into,  etc., 

Aug.  20-28,  1863. 

Hopkins,  De  Witt  C. 

Mentioned 652 

Report  of  Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1363  661 

Hopkins,  Henry. 

Mentioned 47,49,77,94,95 

Reports  of 

Cane  Hill,  Ark.  Engagement  at,  Nov,  28,  1862  1 51 

Elk  Creek,  near  Honey  Springs,  Ind.  T,  Engagement  at,  July  17,  1863.  456 
Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862 96 
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Horn,  Charles  E.  G.  Mentioned 247 

Hornbeak,  John.  Mentioned 183 

Hornersville,  Mo.  Expedition  to,  March  9-15,  1863.  See  Bloomfield,  Mo. 

4 Expedition  from. 

Hosbrook,  Captain.  Mentioned 327 

House,  Albert  E. 

Mentioned 557, 558, 561-5C3, 566 

Report  of  expedition  against  Indians  in  Dakota,  Aug.  13-Sept.  11,  1863..  564 

House,  L.  S.  Mentioned.. 404,405 

Houston,  Mo. 

Affair  near,  Sept.  12,  1863.  Report  of  Richard  Murphy 616 

Scouts  from. 

Nov.  23-29,  1863.  Report  of  Richard  Murphy 760 

Dec.  9-19,  1863.  Report  of  Richard  Murphy 776 

Houts,  George  W.  Mentioned 627 

Houts,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 213, 624, 625, 627-629, 638-640, 664 

Hovey,  Alvin  P.  Mentioned 788, 820, 832, 835, 852, 888, 892 

Hovey,  C.  E.  Mentioned 832 

Howard,  J.  E.  Mentioned 666 

Howell,  John  B.  Mentioned 426 

Howland,  James  T.  Mentioned 60,895 

Hubbard,  Captain.  Mentioned 308 

Hubbard,  E.  B.  Mentioned 490,774 

Hubbard,  James  M.  Mentioned 70,  79, 101, 102, 105, 107, 137, 150, 153, 157,  890 

Hubbard,  N.  M.  Mentioned 121 

Hubbard,  R.  B.  Mentioned 904 

Hubbard,  Thomas  A.  Mentioned 191 

Hudson,  Captain.  Mentioned 429 

Hudson,  Herbert.  Mentioned 817 

Hudson,  John  G. 

Mentioned  401 

Report  of  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4,  1863 402 

Hudson,  J.  K.  Mentioned 90 

Hudson,  John  S.  Mentioned 401 

Huffman,  J.  F.  Mentioned 161 

Hughes,  D.  Henry.  Report  of  reoccupation  of  New  Madrid,  Mo.,  by  Union 

forces,  Jan.  2,  1863  212 

Hughey,  W.  M.  Mentioned 53,311,607 

Huiskamp,  Herman  J.  Report  of  mutiny  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  Oct.  22,  1863  ..  710 

Hull,  Brodie.  Mentioned 617 

Hulse,  Richard  M.  Mentioned 299, 742 

Hulsey,  James.  Mentioned 746,748 

Hulsey,  William.  Mentioned 746-748 

Humansville,  Mo. 

Affair  near,  Oct.  6, 1863.  See  Shelby’s  Raid. 

Skirmishes  at  and  near,  Oct.  16,  1863.  See  Shelby’s  Raid. 

Humphrey,  Benjamin  T.  Mentioned 250 

Humphrey,  Hector  J.  Mentioned 892 

Hundhausen,  Robert.  Mentioned 894 

Hunston,  Thomas.  Mentioned 817 

Hunt,  Dela.  Mentioned Ill 

Hunt,  Josiah.  Mentioned 835 

Hunt,  Thomas  J. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  Brooks 702 

Mentioned 306, 308, 464, 648, 651, 652, 751 
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Hunt,  Thomas  J.— Continued. 

Reports  of 

Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Demonstration  against,  Oct.  11-14,  1863 701,702 

Scout  from,  Dec.  16-31,  1863 913 

Hunter,  De  Witt  C.  Mentioned 64, 

338,614, 624, 625, 628, 635, 637, 649-651, 671-673, 675-677, 903 

Hunter,  J.  H.  Mentioned 605,608 

Hunter,  William  T.  Mentioned 226, 264, 684 

Huntoon,  Joel. 

Mentioned 63-65, 99, 377 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Reed’s  Mountain,  Ark.,  Dec.  6,  1862  65 

Huntsville,  Ark. 

Expeditions  to. 

Dec.  21-23,  1862.  Report  of  James  Stuart 165 

Nov.  10-18,  1863.  See  Springfield,  Mo.  Expedition  from. 

Scout  to,  July  18-26,  1863.  Report  of  James  W.  Johnson 462 

Skirmigh  near,  Nov.  9, 1863.  See  Frog  Bayou.  Expedition  to,  Nov.  7-13, 1863. 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Asboth,  Alexander 283 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 880 

Gorman,  Willis  A 879 

Prentiss,  Benjamin  M 384 

Schofield,  John  M 22 

Mentioned 24,231,232,386,474,475,479-481,483,872,879,880,883 

Reports  of 

Helena,  Ark.  Attack  on,  July  4,  1863 384 

Hopefield,  Ark.  Burning  of,  Feb.  19,  1863  230 

Hurt,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 772 

Huston,  Daniel,  jr. 

Mentioned 71, 82, 85, 86, 101, 103, 104, 106, 107,  111,  112, 118, 123, 136, 888, 889 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862 108 

Hutchins,  Miss.  Mentioned. 588 

Hutchinson,  J.  Mentioned 163, 164 

Ibbatson,  Joseph.  Mentioned 457 

Illinois  Creek,  Ark.  Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862.  See  Prairie  Grove. 

Illinois  Troops — Mentioned. 


Artillery,  Light — Batteries  : Vaughn’s,  471,  482,  518,  519.  Regiments:  2d 
( Batteries ),  A,  85, 106, 107, 110-113, 123, 889, 892. 

Cavalry — Companies:  Kane  County/  470,832.  Regiments:  2d,  814;  3d, 
470, 832, 894 ; 5th,  9th,  832, 892 ; 10th,  38,  39, 72, 75,  85, 105,  107,  125, 126, 
165,  220,  221, 228, 470,  482, 484-486,  489, 496, 498, 501, 502,  504-507, 509,  794, 
832, 890, 892 ; 13th,  259,  344-347, 470, 496, 498, 510, 512,  890,  894. 

Infantry — Regiments : 13th,  832;  18th,  471,  514-516;  33d,  890;  37th,  70, 
75,  85,101,  102,  104,  106,109,111,  114-120,  253,  258,259,266,  312,827,889; 
43d,  471,  515,  516;  49th,  471,  519;  54th,  61st,  471,  515,  516;  62d,  471; 
63d,  231,  232 ; 94th,  86,  105,  106,  128-136,  138,  889 ; 99th,  189-192,  895 ; 
106th,  471,  515,516;  117th,  384;  126th,  471,  515. 

Independence,  Mo. 

Skirmish  at  Blue  Springs,  near,  March  22,  1863.  See  Blue  Springs,  Mo. 


Skirmishes  near. 

Feb.  8,  1863.  Report  of  W.  R.  Penick 229 

Aug.  25,  1863.  Report  of  John  G.  Lindsay 596 


Afterward  Company  H,  15th  Illinois  Cavalry. 
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Indians  in  Dakota.  Preparing  for  campaign  against  tlie  whites.  Communi- 
cations from 


Burleigh,  W.  A 867 

Dakota,  Governor  of 867 

Williams,  James  S 867 


Indians  of  the  Northwest.  Operations  against.  See 

June  16-Sept.  13, 1863.  The  Sioux  Expedition,  Dakota. 

23, 1863.  Pawnee  Agency,  Nebr.  Attack  on. 

July  7,  1863.  Grand  Pass,  Idaho.  Skirmish  ivith  Indians  at. 

Aug.  13-Sept  11,  1863.  Dakota.  Expedition  against  Indians  in. 
Sept.  5,  1863.  White  Stone  Hill,  Dak.  Skirmish  with  Indians  near. 
Dec.  1,  1863.  Ponca  Indians.  Affair  ivith. 

Indian  Territory. 


Affairs  in.  Communications  from  William  A.  Phillips 873 

Expedition  into,  Sept.  7-19,  1863.  See  Springfield,  Mo.  Expedition  from. 

Maxey,  S.  B.,  assigned  to  command  of 9 

Operations  in,  Jan.  8,  1863-Feb.  15,  1864.  Eeport  of  William  Steele 28 

Steele,  William,  relieved  from  command  of 28 

Indian  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 


Cherokee.  Battalions:  1st,  67, 337, 874, 900.  Regiments:  1st  (Stand  Watie), 
66,67,139,381,382,  461,600,874,  900,903;  2d  ( W.  P.  Adair),  337, 459, 461, 
600. 

Choctaw.  Battalions  : 1st,  67. 

Choctaw  and  Chickasaw.  Regiments:  1st  {Tandy  Walker),  458-462,903. 

Creek.  Regiments  : 1st  ( D . N.  McIntosh),  337,  381,  462,  602,  874,903;  2d 
( Chilly  McIntosh),  337,462,602,903. 

Indian  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Infantry.  Regiments  : First  Home  Guards,  48, 63, 75, 85, 92, 93, 95, 97, 99, 
350,448,449,  455,456,689,781-783,889;  Second  Home  Guards,  337,350, 
352,. 448-452, 454,  781, 889;  Third  Home  Guards,  45, 52,  73,  84, 89, 90, 350, 
380, 382, 448, 449, 702, 703, 781-783, 889 ; Fourth  Home  Guards,  350. 

Indiana  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery— Light.  Batteries:  Leflar’s,*  394-396,  402-404,496,  498,499,726, 
727;  1st,  890;  2d,  43-50,  52,  74-76,85,89,92,93,95-100,126,598,599,601- 
603, 650, 660, 769, 889 : 3d,  891. 

Cavalry — Regiments : 1st,  14, 323, 339, 388, 390-392, 399, 402-404, 471, 475, 496, 
498, 722, 724-726,  728,  730, 832, 892. 

Infantry — Regiments : 8th,  890;  11th,  832,892;  18th,  890;  24th,  236,832, 
892 ; 26th,  70, 75, 85, 101, 102, 104, 106, 109,  111,  112, 118, 273, 827, 889  ; 34th, 
832,892;  43d,  390,  392,  394,  398,400-402,  471,  832,892;  46th,  47th,  832, 


892;  50th,  471. 

Ing,  John.  Mentioned 60 

Ingraham,  J.  M.  Mentioned - 751 

Inks,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 751 

Insley,  M.  H.  Mentioned 320 

Iowa  Troops.  Mentioned. 


Artillery,  Light — Batteries  : 3d,  390, 391, 393-395, 404, 405, 471, 892. 

Cavalry — Companies:  Sioux  City,t  896.  Regiments:  1st,  38,39,  72,  75,85, 
105, 107, 125-127,  213, 214,  253,  259, 261-263,  265, 274,  278,  281, 282, 464, 470, 
482, 484, 485, 487, 492, 495,  501-505,  507-509,  773-775, 794,  889 ; 3d,  189-192, 
236, 259, 265, 274, 316-318, 340, 341, 470, 482, 510, 774,  832, 892, 895 ; 4th,  239, 
832,892;  6th,  557, 558, 561-567, 611 ; 7th,  558. 


Battery  attached  to  1st  Indiana  Cavalry. 


t Afterward  Company  I,  7th  Iowa  Cavalry. 
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Iowa  Troops.  Mentioned— Continued. 

Infantry — Regiments : 4th,  832 ; 8th,  894 ; 9th,  831 ; 12th,  14th,  894 ; 18th, 

181  182  185-187,609,  610,614,651,  660,895;  19th,  70,  74,  86,  101  104,.  106, 

107’  128-131, 134, 135, 827, 889 ; 20th,  70, 75, 85, 86, 92, 100, 109, 115-117, 120- 
122  889  - 21st,  188-193,895;  22d,  830,895;  23d,  852,  853,890;  24th,  831, 

892  * 25th  26th,  831;  27th,  471;  28th,  211, 831,  892  ; 29th,  390,391,394- 
397,471*  30th,  31st,  831;  32d,  163,164,174,253,258,268,470,479,482-484, 

486  501*502, 511-513, 788,  814, 894 ; 33d,  390,  391, 394-396. 398-400, 402, 471, 

788,  894;  34th,  831;  36th,  339, 390, 391,  394,  395,  397,  399,471;  38th,  212, 

40th,  471, 514, 515, 518 ; 41st,  896. 

Irwin,  A.  A.  Mentioned ' ’ ?43 

Irwin,  L.  E.  Mentioned 

Isabella,  Steamer.  Mentioned ^ 

Isaminger,  J.  Mentioned * * * 

Island  No.  10,  Mississippi  River.  Operations  about.  Communications  from 

Samuel  R.  Curtis ' 

Island  No.  65,  Mississippi  River.  Skirmish  near,  May  — , 1863.  See  Napo- 
leon, Arlc.  Expedition  to  near,  May  23-26,  1863. 

Jackman,  S.  D.  Mentioned 16' 17'  318> 343'  344> 373' 6%' 644 

Jack’s  Fork,  Mo. 

Scout  to,  Nov.  4-9,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Boyd,  John  *747  748 

Davies,  Thomas  A ’ 

Lovell,  J NZ 

Schofield,  John  ' ' 

Reports  of  John  W.  Boyd ’ 

Skirmish  near,  Aug.  14,  1863. 

Communications  from  James  Totten ° 

Report  of  Richard  Murphy ^ ^ 

Jackson,  Albert.  Mentioned ’5Rft 

Jackson,  Andrew.  Mentioned 840 

Jackson,  Claiborne  F.  Mentioned ’ 

Jackson,  Mo.  . 

Skirmish  at,  April  27,  1863.  See  Missouri.  Marmaduke  s Expedition  into, 

April  17 -May  2,  1863.  Reports  of 

Burbridge,  John  Q.  Marmaduke,  John  S.  Vandever,  William. 

See  also  Itinerary,  p.  282. 

Skirmish  near,  April  26,  1863.  See  Missouri.  Marmadulee’s  Expedition  into, 

April  17-May  2,  1863.  Reports  of 

Burbridge,  John  Q.  Marmaduke,  John  S. 

Curtis,  Samuel  K.  Vaudever,  William. 

See  also  Itinerary,  p.  282. 

Jackson  County,  Mo.  Skirmish  in,  Sept.  15,  1863.  Report  of  William  Weer.  619 
Jackson  and  La  Fayette  Counties,  Mo.  Affairs  in,  generally , Nov.  26  29, 

1862. 

Communications  from 

rm^iesw\\\v::::.v:- 

Blunt,  James  OK 5 

Henning,  B.  799>®" 

Kennedy,  Thomas  * 

Penick,  W.  R - bUG 
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Jackson  and  La  Fayette  Counties,  Mo.  Affairs  in,  generally — Continued. 
Communications  from 

V ansant,  J.B 824 

Vaughan,  Richard  C 796,799-801,821-824,842,846,847 

Report  of  James  McFerran 39 

Statements  of 

Adams,  Charles  W 849 

Ashby,  G.  W 848 

Hayes,  Josiah  E 849 

Kennedy,  T.  J 846 

Penick,  W.  R 844 

Town,  M.  L 848 

Jacksonport,  Ark.  Affair  at,  Nov.  21,  1863.  Reports  of 

Black,  Thomas  G 758 

Lennon,  John  A 759 

Jacob  Musselman,  Steamer.  Destruction  of,  Jan.  6,  1863.  Report  of  J.  H. 

McGehee 232 

Jacobi,  Arthur.  Mentioned 889 

Jacobs,  Ferd.  R.  Mentioned 456 

Jacobson,  Augustus.  Mentioned 894 

Jacoby,  Lawrence.  Mentioned 257,259-261,268,269 

James,  Frank.  Mentioned 336 

Jarrett, . Mentioned 320 

Jarrett,  John.  Mentioned 58, 153, 204 

Jasper  County,  Mo. 

Expedition  into,  Nov.  24-26,  1862.  See  Greenfield , Mo.  Expeditions  from, 

Nov.  24-26,  1862. 

Operations  in,  March  5-13,  1863.  See  Neivton  and  Jasper  Counties,  Mo. 

Scouts  in. 

Feb.  19-22, 1863.  See  Barton  and  Jasper  Counties,  Mo. 

May  21-30,  1863.  See  Cassville,  Mo.  Scout  from. 

Jayne,  William.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Dakota,  Governor  of. 

Jeans,  Judge.  Mentioned 822 

Jeans,  Beal  G.  Mentioned 55,56,149-152,290,904 

Jeffers,  William  L. 

Mentioned 174, 175, 190, 206, 207, 226, 527, 531, 539, 885 

Reports  of  advance  of  Union  forces  upon  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  Aug.  1-Sept. 

14,  1863 532,533 

Jefferson,  T.  P.  Mentioned 308,313 

Jenkins,  Wilton  A.  Mentioned 471 

Jenks,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 773 

J enks,  J ames  D.  Mentioned 214, 464, 487, 501, 504, 506, 508, 509, 774, 775 

Jennison,  Samuel  P.  Mentioned 354,358,364,370,371 

Jenny  Lind,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Sept.  1,  1863.  See  report  of  Cabell,  p.  606. 

Jernegan,  Lawson  D.  Mentioned 913,914 

Jewell,  Lewis  R.  Mentioned 36, 37, 42, 45, 46, 58, 790, 792 

Johnson, . Mentioned 568 

Johnson,  A.  N.  Mentioned 53,54,154 

Johnson,  B.  A.  Mentioned 301 

Johnson,  B.  F.  Mentioned 588 

Johnson,  Cyrus  H.  Mentioned 891 

Johnson,  D.  B.  Mentioned 361,363 

Johnson,  H.  B.  Mentioned 244 

Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Mentioned 255 
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Johnson,  James  J.  Report  of  skirmish  near  Cross  Hollow,  Ark.,  July  — , 

1863  445 

Johnson,  James  M. 

Mentioned 2*23, 770 

Report  of  scout  from  Waldron,  Ark.,  Dec.  2-7,  1863 769 

Johnson,  James  W. 

Mentioned 182 

Reports  of 

Cassville,  Mo.  Affair  near,  July  27,  1863 463 

Huntsville,  Ark.  Scout  to,  July  18-26,  1863 462 

Johnson,  J.  C.  Mentioned 401,426 

Johnson,  J.  J.  Mentioned 614,615 

Johnson,  John  A.  Mentioned 42, 43, 46,  795, 813 

Johnson,  J.  R.  Mentioned 459,461 

Johnson,  Reck.  Mentioned 289 

Johnson,  Thomas.  Mentioned 86 

Johnson,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 708 

Johnson,  Waldo  P.  Mentioned 681 

Johnson,  William.  Mentioned 503 

Johnson,  William  M.  Mentioned 119 

Johnson,  William  S.  Mentioned 307,308,652 

Johnson  County,  Ark.  Skirmish  in,  Oct.  26,  1863.  See  Shelby’s  Raid. 

Johnson  County,  Mo.  Levy  upon  disloyal  inhabitants  ordered.  Ben.  Loan.  806 

Johnston,  Theodore  D.  Mentioned 487 

Johnston,  J.  Mentioned 49,65,94 

Johnston,  Joseph  E. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 407 

Mentioned = 19-21, 327, 384, 874, 906 

Johnston,  M.  R.  Mentioned 615 

Johnstown,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  16,  1863.  See  Shelby’s  Raid. 

Jones,  B.  S.  Mentioned 774 

Jones,  Fedelio  S.  Mentioned 670 

Jones,  Harrison.  Mentioned 357,364 

Jones,  J.  B.  Mentioned - 451 

Jones,  J ohn.  Mentioned 354, 355, 357, 358, 362, 363, 370, 371 

Jones,  R.  B.  Mentioned 163 

Jones,  Samuel.  Mentioned 746,748,749 

Jon-neh,  Captain.  Mentioned 94 

Josling,  B.  F.  Mentioned 691 

Joy,  Mrs.  Mentioned 166 

Judge,  Mathuel  S.  Mentioned 98 

Judge-Advocate-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with  Abraham 

Lincoln 719 

Judson,  William  R.  Mentioned 45,73,87,88,447,452,602,889 

Julia  Roan,  Steamer.  Mentioned 220 

Julian,  S.  H.  Mentioned 87 

Kansas.  Quantrill’s  Raid  into,  and  pursuit  by  Union  forces,  Aug.  20-28,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Banks,  A.  R 585 

Kansas,  Governor  of 576, 578 

Schofield,  John  M 577,578 

Reports  of 

Ballinger,  John 590 

Clark,  Charles  S 585 

Coleman,  Charles  F 589 
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Kansas.  Quantrill’s  raid  into,  etc.,  Aug.  20-28,  1863— Continued. 

Reports  of 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 579 

King,  Walter 593 

Lazear,  Bazel  F 587 

Leland,  Cyrus,  jr 591 

Schofield,  John  M..i 572 

Thacher,  Linn  K 589 

See  also  Missouri , Department  of  the.  Operations  in,  Nov.  25, 1862-Arow.  15, 

1863.  Report  of  Halleck. 

Kansas  City,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  Henry  Flesher  373 
Kansas,  District  of. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Henning,  B.S 837 

Stewart,  John  E 813 

Blunt,  James  G.,  assumes  command  of  the 1,792 

Orders,  Special,  series  1862:  No.  160,  844. 

Kansas,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 

Schofield,  John  M =, 576-578 

War  Department,  U.  S 576 

Kansas  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries  : Armstrong’s, * * * § 382;  Hopkins’, t 44,  47,  49-52, 

74-76,  85,  92,93,  95,  96,  99,337,  379,  448,  449,  453-457;  Opdyke’sJ  44; 
Stover’s, § 43, 44, 47,  49, 50,  62,  64,  75,  89,  92,  93,  95, 651 ; 1st,  44,  74-76,  85, 

89-91,  94,95, 99, 665,  889  ; 2d,  320,  322,  342,  330,  382,  448,  449,  451,  452,  454, 
456,893;  5 th,  ||  727. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  1st,  157;  2d,  43,45,  47-52,61-66,71,  75,77,85,  89,92- 
97, 99,  312,  445,  594, 595, 599, 601-803,  620,  751,  769-772,  778,  787,  839 ; 5th,  14, 

317, 340,  390.  391, 402,  471, 475, 581,  590, 610,  722-723,  730,  832, 892 ; 6th,  45, 

46, 48,  50,  52, 58,  73, 84, 87,  238, 239,  332,  333,  350,  448,  449,  452-454,  553,  597, 

873, 889, 893 ; 9th,  84, 124,  318,  319,  333,  334,  372,  373, 376,  379-382, 444,  465, 

466, 581, 585-587, 589,  590, 592,  600, ,610, 814, 889, 893 ; 14th,  380, 583, 688, 690, 
693-695,698;  15th,  577. 

Infantry — Regiments:  1st  {Colored),  320,322,342,379,380,382,  448-451,454; 

2d  (Colored),  583,  689-691,695,  699;  8th,  893;  10th,  75,84,89-91,95,889; 

11th, H 44,  45, 47-50, 52, 63-66, 75, 76, 85, 89, 92-95, 97-100, 312,  553,  581, 582, 

590, 596, 889 ; 12th,  40,  581,  690, 797,  808, 821, 822, 824, 838, 841-846,  848-850, 

' 893 ; 13th,  50, 75, 85, 89, 95, 97, 889 ; Linn  County  Militia,  582. 

Kaskaskia,  Steamer.  Mentioned 479,483,484,511 

Kauffman,  A.  B.  Mentioned 669 

Kaufman,  Solomon.  Mentioned 350-352 

Kavanaugh,  Daniel  M.  Mentioned 417 

Kavanaugh,  John  P.  Mentioned 482,501 

Kay,  Reuben.  Mentioned 570- 

Kearby,  J ohn  W.  Mentioned 513 

Keithley,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 674 

Keller,  J.  M.  Mentioned 143 

Kelly,  George  W. 

Mentioned 37, 623, 626-632, 634, 636, 637, 640, 641 

* Attached  to  1st  Kansas  Colored  Infantry, 

t Attached  to  2d  Kansas  Cavalry  ; afterward  3d  Kansas  Battery. 

X Howitzers  attached  to  9th  Kansas  Cavalry. 

§ Howitzers  attached  to  2d  Kansas  Cavalry. 

||  Battery  attached  to  5th  Kansas  Cavalry. 

U Became  11th  Kansas  Cavalry  in  August,  1863, 
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Kelly,  George  W.— Continued. 

Reports  of 

Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863 635 

Waverly,  Mo.  Affair  at,  June  1,  1863  347 

.Kelly,  Joseph.  Mentioned. 677 

Kelly,  Samuel  R.  Mentioned 345,346 

Kelso,  John  R.  Mentioned 160, 161, 314, 762 

Kelso,  S.  J.  Mentioned 404 

Kelton,  John  C.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Army  Headquarters. 

Kemper,  William  B.  Mentioned 344 

Kennedy,  Thomas  H. 

Correspondence  with  James  G.  Blunt 841 

Mentioned 824, 841, 844, 846, 848, 849, 893 

Statement  of.  Affairs  in  Jackson  and  La  Fayette  Counties,  Mo.,  Nov.  26- 

29,  1862 846 


Kennett,  Mo.  Expedition  to,  March  9-15,  1863.  See  Bloomfield,  Mo.  Expe- 
dition from. 

Kenney,  Martin  M.  Mentioned 302, 327 

Kenney,  P.  S.  Mentioned 588 

Kent,  Daniel. 

Mentioned 1 130, 889 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862  134 

Kerr,  John.  Mentioned 234 

Key,  Robert  C.  Mentioned 588 

Key  West,  Steamer.  Mentioned 172 

Kidder,  L.  S.  Mentioned 367 

Kilpatrick,  B.  J.  Mentioned 404 

Kimball,  Nathan.  Mentioned 471,475,516 

Kimball,  William  M.  Mentioned 359 

Kincannon,  A.  N.  Mentioned 441 

King,  Austin  A.,  jr. 

Mentioned 649, 651, 652, 654, 656, 658, 670, 686 

Reports  of 

Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863  655,656 

Springfield,  Mo.  Expedition  from,  Nov.  10-18,  1863  755 

King,  Hiram.  Mentioned 740 

King,  John.  Mentioned 617 

King,  J.  P. 

Mentioned 424-426, 428, 903 

Report  of  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4,  1863 431 

King,  Walter. 

Mentioned 181, 184, 246, 582, 895 

Reports  of 

Kansas.  Quantrill’s  Raid  into,  and  pursuit  by  .Union  forces,  Aug.  20- 

28,  1863 593 

Lexington,  Mo.  Operations  about,  May  4,  1863 319 

King's  House,  near  Waynesville,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  26,  1863.  Report 

of  Charles  C.  Twyford 740 

Kingston,  Ark.  Skirmish  near,  Nov.  10,  1863.  See  Frog  Bayou , Ark.  Expe- 
dition to,  Nov.  7-13,  1863. 

Kinney,  Peter.  Mentioned 892 

Kinniard,  L.  R.  Mentioned 429 

Kinsman,  William  H.  Mentioned 890 
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Kinter,  Captain.  Mentioned 350,352,448 

Kirkpatrick,  J.  Mentioned 759, 700 

Kirtley,  George  R.  Mentioned 151-153, 188, 190, 195, 197, 203, 205 

Kitchen,  S.  G. 

Mentioned 296, 327, 468, 534, 731 

Report  of  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into  Missouri,  April  17-May  2,  1863  . ..  298 

Kittredge,  Charles  W. 

Mentioned 396, 397, 471 

Report  of  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4, 1863  399 

Klauss,  Martin.  Mentioned 890 

Knowles,  Daniel  C.  Mentioned 320 

Knowlton,  Henry  H.  Mentioned ' 401 

Knox,  Samuel.  Mentioned 241 

Koch,  Charles. 

Mentioned 313,618,619 

Report  of  attack  on  Salem,  Mo.,  and  skirmish  near,  Sept.  13,  1863  618 

Koehne,  Henry  L.  Mentioned 893 

Kogin,  . Mentioned 546 

Kretschmar,  L.  T.  Mentioned 608 

Krez,  Conrad.  Mentioned 471 

La  Boo,  D.  Mentioned 556,557,566 

Lacy, . Mentioned 743 

Lacy,  J.  F.  Mentioned 396 

La  Fayette  County,  Mo. 

Affairs  in,  Nov.  26-29,  1862.  See  Jackson  and  La  Fayette  Counties,  Mo. 

Scout  in,  and  skirmishes,  Sept.  22-25,  1863.  Report  of  Hazel  F.  Lazear.. . 620 

La  Framboise,  Frank.  Mentioned 557,558 

La  Grange,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  May  1,  1863.  Report  of  J.  Q.  A.  De  Huff 316 

La  Grange,  Oscar  H. 

Mentioned 257-259, 268, 270, 271 , 276, 890 

Report  of  skirmishes  at  Chalk  Bluff,  Ark.,  May  1-2,  1863  265 

Lair,  Marion.  Mentioned 817 

Lake,  C.  S.  Mentioned 117 

Lake,  Eleazer.  Mentioned 817 

Lamb,  Captain.  Mentioned 383 

La  Mine  Bridge,  Mo.  Affair  at,  Oct.  10,  1863.  See  Shelby's  Laid;  also  re- 
port of  Schofield,  p.  16. 

Lampson,  Mr.  Mentioned 909 

Landis,  J.  A.  Mentioned 185 

Lane, . Mentioned 457 

Lane,  James  H.  Mentioned 573, 574, 580, 585, 586, 592, 667, 799, 825 

Lane,  W.  F.  Mentioned 183 

Langen,  Edward.  Mentioned 285 

Langhorne,  M.  M.  Mentioned 677 

Lanius,  D.  T.  Mentioned 412 

Larkin,  Thomas.  Mentioned 322 

Laughlin,  R.  G.  Mentioned 132,133 

Laurant,  C.  G.  Mentioned 650, 654 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  McNeil. 

Lawler,  J.  T.  Mentioned 533 

Lawrence,  Fort,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Jan.  6,  1833.  Report  of  Milton  Burch...  193 
See  also  reports  of  Crabb,  p.  183  ; Marmaduke,  p.  195  ; Shelby,  p.  199;  Ben- 
nett, p.  208. 

Lawrence,  Kans.  Massacre  at,  Aug.  21,  1863.  See  Kansas.  Quanlrill's  liaid 
into,  etc.,  Aug.  20-28,  1863;  also  report  of  Schofield,  p.  15. 
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Lawrence,  R.  J.  Mentioned 81,899 

Lawrenceville,  Ark.  Skirmish  at  Green’s  Farm,  near,  Nov.  19,  1863.  Report 

of  Jonathan  Richmond 758 

Lawther,  Robert  R. 

Mentioned 730 

Report  of  action  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  Oct.  25,  1863 731 

Lazear,  Bazel  F. 

Mentioned.  579, 582, 590, 591, 622, 623, 625-629, 635, 637, 639, 641, 646, 647, 662, 665, 666 
Reports  of 

Green  ton  Valley,  near  Hopewell,  Mo.  Affair  in,  Oct.  21,  1863 707 

Kansas.  Quantrill’s  Raid  into,  and  pursuit  by  Union  forces,  Aug.  20-28, 

1863  587 

La  Fayette  County,  Mo.  Scout  in,  and  skirmishes,  Sept.  22-25,  1863..  620 

Mingo  Swamp,  Mo.  Scouts  and  skirmishes  in  and  about,  Feb.  2-13, 

1863 224 

Papinsville,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  June  23,  1863 377 

Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863 629,633 

Wellington,  Mo.  Affair  near,  June  17,  1863  373 

Lea,  T.  H.  Mentioned  529, 677 

Leake,  Joseph  B. 

Mentioned 115,117,889 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862 120 

Learning,  R.  G.  Mentioned 629 

Leary,  Henry  M.  Mentioned 301 

Leavitt,  Nathaniel.  Mentioned 401 

Leavitt,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 561,563 

Lee,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Mentioned 257,260 

Lee,  Robert  E.  Mentioned 327,441 

Lee,  Roswell  W.  Mentioned 143,460 

Lee,  S.  J.  Mentioned 36 

Leaper,  William  T. 

Mentioned  227, 680, 681 , 74 1 , 742 

Report  of  expedition  to  Pocahontas,  Ark.,  Sept.  29-Oct.  26,  1863 683,684 

Leflar,  Samuel.  Mentioned 403,499,726 

L eland,  Cyrus,  jr.  Report  of  Quantrill’s  Raid  into  Kansas,  and  pursuit  by 

Union  forces,  Aug.  20-28,  1863 591 

Lemon,  Joseph  K. 

Correspondence  with  James  C.  Veatch 231 

Mentioned 231 

Report  of  burning  of  Hopefield,  Ark.,  Feb.  19,  1863 232 

Lennon,  John  A. 

Mentioned 191,506,759 

Report  of  affair  at  Jacksonport,  Ark.,  Nov.  21,  1863 759 

Leonard,  Abiel.  Mentioned 833, 835 

Leonard,  Charles.  Mentioned 644 

Leonard,  Reeves.  Mentioned 344,642,645 

Lesueur,  A.  A.  Mentioned 421 

Levacy,  Martin.  Mentioned 762 

Lewis,  Benjamin  W.  Mentioned 835 

Lewis,  James  W.  Mentioned 835 

Lewis,  L.  M.  Mentioned 420,440 

Lexington,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 511, 512 

Lexington,  Mo. 

Operations  about,  May  4,  1863.  Report  of  Walter  King 319 
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Lexington,  Mo. — Continued. 

Skirmishes  near. 

July  30,  1863.  Report  of  James  McFerran 465 

Nov.  4,  1863.  Report  of  Egbert  B.  Brown 745 

Lick  Creek,  Ark.  Expedition  to,  March  6-10,  1863.  See  Helena,  Ark.  Expe- 
dition from. 

Lick  Creek,  near  Helena,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Jau.  1*2,  1863.  Report  of  James 

B.  Bradford 215 

Light,  O.  P.  Mentioned 369 

Li!lc.rd>  W.  J.  Mentioned 412 

Lincoln,  Abraham. 

Correspondence  with 

Burleigh,  W.  A 867 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 826, 836, 839. 851, 853, 877, 884 

Dakota,  Governor  of. „ 867 

Judge- Advocate-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 719 

Missouri,  Governor  of 839, 878, 888 

Pope,  John ...  790 

Sibley,  Henry  H 837,880 

Williams,  James  S 867 

Mentioned 573, 577, 718,  720,  721,  810,  815, 819, 826, 827, 831, 840, 861, 870 

Lindsay,  Dempster.  Mentioned 762 

Lindsay,  James.  Mentioned 221,277 

Lindsay,  John  G.  Report  of  skirmish  near  Independence,  Mo.,  Aug.  25,  1863.  596 

Lineback,  William  T.  Mentioned 287,293-295,545 

Lines,  Edward  C.  D.  Mentioned 601,602 

Lingo,  William.  Mentioned 617 

Lippert,  Lothar. 

Mentioned 470, 496, 510, 512, 852 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Doniphan,  Mo.,  June  1,  1863 344,345 

Lippincott,  Charles  E.  Mentioned 890 

Lisenby,  John  W.  Mentioned 273,491,496,889 

List,  Sallie,  Steamer.  Mentioned 473 

Litherland,  Eben  C.  Mentioned... 470 

Little  Blue,  Mo.  Skirmish  at  Taylor’s  Farm,  on  the,  Aug.  1,  1863.  See  Tay- 
lor's Farm. 

Little  Crow.  Mentioned 356,867,908,909 

Little,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned 630,797 

Little  Red  River,  Ark.  Expedition  up  the,  Aug.  13-16,  1863.  Report  of  Gus- 

tavus  A.  Eberhart 511 

See  also  Little  Rock,  Ark.  Advance  of  the  Union  forces  upon,  etc.  Aug.  1- 
Sept.  14,  1863.  Reports  of 


Davidson,  John  W.  Steele,  Frederick. 

Little  River,  Ark.  Expedition  up  the,  March  5-12,  1863.  See  Helena,  Ark. 
Expedition  from. 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Advance  upon,  capture  of,  and  pursuit  of  Confederate  forces,  Aug.  1-Sept. 


14,  1863. 

Casualties.  Returns  of 

Confederate  troops 523 

Uuiou  troops 482 

Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 22 

Grant,  U.  S 21 
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Little  Rock,  Ark.— Continued. 

Advance  upon,  capture  of,  etc.,  Aug.  1-Sept.  14,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Price,  Sterling 525, 544 

Schofield,  John  M 20-22,479 

Congratulatory  orders.  Davidson 488 

Co-operation  of  U.  S.  Navy  with  Army 468, 472, 475, 479, 483, 484, 511,  512 

Itineraries  of 

First  Brigade,  Second  Division 516 

Second  Brigade,  Second  Division 516 

True’s  Brigade 518 

Reports  of 

Bateman,  M.  M 541 

Davidson,  John  W 483,486 

Dobbin,  Archibald  S 523 

Frost,  D.  M 543 

Glover,  John  M . . 501, 503 

Gordon,  B.  Frank 530 

Jeffers,  William  L 532,533 

Marmaduko,  John  S 526 

Merrill,  Lewis 491,496 

Newton,  Robert  C 635 

Price,  Sterling ...  520 

Schofield,  John  M 469 

Steele,  Frederick 472-474,479 

Thompson,  G.  \V 528 

Union  troops.  Organization,  strength,  etc.,  Aug.  31,  1863  470,471 

See  also  Missouri , Department  of  the.  Operations  in,  Nov.  25,  1862- Nor. 

15,  1863.  Reports  of 

Halleck,  Henry  W.  Schofield,  John  M.  Smith,  E.  Kirby. 

Capture  of,  Sept.  10,  1863.  See  Little  Rock,  Ark.  Advance  of  the  Union 
forces  upon,  etc.,  Aug.  1 -Sept.  14,  1863.  Reports  of 

Davidson,  John  W.  Steele,  Frederick. 

See  also  reports  of  Hadley , p.  490 ; Smith,  p.  25. 

Operations  against.  Communications  from  Willis  A.  Gorman 866 

Reconnaissance  from,  Dec.  5-13, 1863.  Report  of  Lewis  Merrill 773 

Sketch  of  field-works  in  vicinity  of 478 

Little  Soldier.  Mentioned 558 

Littleton,  Henry  A.  Mentioned 107 

Livingston,  James  H.  Mentioned 283 

Livingston,  Robert  R. 

Mentioned 267, 569, 890 

Report  of  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into  Missouri,  April  17-May  2, 1863  ...  266 

Livingston,  Thomas  R. 

Mentioned 219, 233-236, 238, 328-331, 338, 342, 349, 445, 612, 874 

Report  of  scout  from  Creek  Agency,  Ind.  T.,  May  6-19, 1863 321 

Loan,  Ben. 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 24,4,881 

Fisk,  Clinton  B 807, 838 

Penick,  W.  R 808 

Mentioned 39, 244, 246, 796, 844-846, 854, 891 

Orders.  Levy  upon  disloyal  inhabitants  of 

Cass  County,  Mo 805 

Johnson  County,  Mo 806 
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Lofland,  John.  Mentioned 391) 

Loften,  Giles.  Mentioned „ 224 

Logan,  J.  Mentioned 562 

Lombar,  F.  E.  Mentioned 401 

Looby,  J.  H.  Mentioned 614, 615 

Loring,  H.  G. 

Correspondence  with  James  G.  Blunt 795 

Mentioned 77?  448 

Lotspeach,  William.  Mentioned 701 

Louis,  Eli.  Mentioned 786 

Louis,  Sam.  Mentioned 786 

Louisiana  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Companies:  15th,  439;  Denson’s,  430,  439,523,524,539,736-738, 

904;  Nutt’s,  904. 

Love,  J.  B.  Mentioned 740,741,755,779 

Love,  Wesley  R.  Mentioned 110 

Lovejoy,  Charles  J.  Mentioned 841 

Lovejoy,  G.  F.  Mentioned 488-490, 501 

Lovell,  Julius. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  A.  Davies 748 

Mentioned 619, 747 

Lowe,  Eli  C.  Mentioned 351,352,455  j 

Lowe,  Qlenn.  Mentioned 317 

Lowe,  Samuel.  Mentioned 83 8 

Lowery,  P.  W.  Mentioned 433  I 

Lowry,  Lewis.  Mentioned ... 664  | 

Lubbes,  Theodore.  Mentioned 664 

Lucas,  N.  B.  Mentioned 337 

Luyster,  John  S.  Mentioned 544 

Lyle,  William  K.  Mentioned 336 

Lynde,  Edward. 

Mentioned 124, 889  -j 

Reports  of 

Bates  County,  Mo.  Scout  in,  Sept.  27-28,  1863 680 

Cass  and  Bates  Counties,  Mo.  Scout  in,  May  3-11,  1863  318 

Hog  Island,  Bates  County,  Mo.  Affair  at,  May  18,  1863  _ 333  1 

Lyon,  Nathaniel.  Mentioned 721 

Lyon,  O.  H.  Mentioned 404,405 

McAfee,  Charles  B. 

Mentioned 181, 184, 185, 167,  657,  656 

Reports  of 

Garden  Hollow,  near  Pineville,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  9,  1863 550  J 

Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1663  656 

McArthur,  W.  J.  Mentioned 199,204,210  1 

Macauley,  Daniel.  Mentioned 892  j 

McBride,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 758 

McCain,  Mr.  Mentioned 595  .'J 

McCarty,  E.  Mentioned 125  * 

McCarty,  Joseph.  Mentioned 239  , 

McCauley,  M.  Mentioned 726 

McChesney,  William.  Mentioned 776  '■ 

McClain,  T.  Mentioned 457  > 

McClammer,  D.  R.  Mentioned 401  £ 

McClanahan,  Perry  D.  Mentioned 243,261,270,551,552  a 
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McClellan,  William.  Mentioned 25$ 

McClelland,  J.  C.  Mentioned 122 

McClelland,  William.  Mentioned 636 

Me  demand,  John  A. 

Assignments  to  command 857 

Mentioned 216-218, 857, 887, 892 

McClure,  John.  Mentioned 248 

Me Clurg,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned 721 

McConnel,  George.  Mentioned * 241 

Me Connel,  Henry  L.  Mentioned 263,264,279 

McConnell,  Hall  S.  Mentioned 244 

McCormick,  J.  S.  Mentioned 568 

McCoy,  Mrs.  Mentioned 336 

McCoy,  Arthur  C.  Mentioned 58 

McCoy,  Moses.  Mentioned 336 

McCrosky,  D.  J.  Mentioned , 183 

McCuan,  William.  Mentioned 746-748 

McCulloch,  Henry  E.  Mentioned  . . . 217, 218, 836, 858, 859, 867, 872, 875, 881, 887, 904 

McCullough,  Captain.  Mentioned 321,322 

McDaniel,  E.  H.  Mentioned 608 

McDaniel,  Washington.  Mentioned 204 

McDermott,  John.  Mentioned 86 

McDonald,  Captain.  Mentioned  164 

MacDonald,  Emmett. 

Mentioned 42, 113, 146-148, 186, 188-190,  193, 195-197, 200, 201, 203, 208-210 

Reports  of 

Cane  Hill,  Ark.  Engagement  at,  Nov.  28,  1862  58 

Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862  154 

McDonald,  Francis  A.  Mentioned 269 

McDowell,  John  P.  Mentioned 442,443 

McDowell,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned \ 568, 569, 760, 761, 777 

McElhoney,  Anson  A.  Mentioned 329 

McElroy,  Robert. 

Mentioned 684 

Report  of  scout  from  Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  Oct.  29-Nov.  5,  1863 744 

McEntyre,  R.  S.  Mentioned 134 

McFaden,  J.  W.  Mentioned 682,  683 

McFarland,  J.  C.  Mentioned 133 

McFarland,  Samuel.  Mentioned  . . 69, 86, 101, 102, 104, 107, 129-131, 134, 135, 827-829 

MacFarlane,  Captain.  Mentioned 246,249 

McFerran,  James. 

Mentioned 796,  797, 808,  822, 845, 891 

Reports  of 

Hopewell,  Mo.  Scout  to  vicinity  of,  Aug.  6-9,  1863 546 

Jackson  and  La  Fayette  Counties,  Mo.  Affairs  in,  Nov.  26-29,  1862  . ..  39 

Lexington,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  July  30,  1863  465 

Wellington,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  Aug.  14,  1863 568 

McGee, . Mentioned 224-226 

McGehee,  J.  H.  Report  of  destruction  of  steamers  Grampus,  No.  2,  Jan.  11, 

1863;  Hercules,  Feb.  17,  1863;  Jacob  Musselman,  Jan.  6,  1863...  232 

McGehee,  William  B.  Mentioned 327 

McGhee,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned 631 

McGinnis,  George  F.  Mentioned 892 

McGuire,  G.  W.  Mentioned 5<j‘*> 
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McGunnegle,  G.  K.  Mentioned 486,  487 

Mcllhany,  Hewlit  H.  Mentioned 241 

McIntosh,  Chilly.  Mentioned 32,337,379,903 

McIntosh,  David  N.  Mentioned 168, 337, 460, 462, 597, 598, 602,  874, 881, 903 


262 

703 

793 

893 

419 

2 


889 


McIntyre,  David  C.  Mentioned 

Mack,  R.  B.  Mentioned 

Mack,  Roan  E.  M.  Mentioned 

McKay,  Dennis  C.  Mentioned 

McKay,  John  W.  Mentioned 

McKean,  Thomas  J.  Assignments  to  command 

McKee,  David. 

Mentioned 

Report  of  skirmish  at  White  River,  Mo.,  April  17,  1863  250 

McKee,  Samuel  J. 

Mentioned 341 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Polk’s  Plantation,  near  Helena,  Ark.,  May  25,  1863..  340 

McKee,  William.  Mentioned 86,110,113 

McKee,  William  J.  Mentioned 401 

McKenny,  T.  I.  Mentioned 876 

McKenzie,  James.  Mentioned.. 133 

McKenzie,  W.  L.  Mentioned 697-699 

Mackey,  Cyrus  H. 

Mentioned 396,471 


398 

457 

777 

412 

226 

51 

891 

257 


Report  of  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4,  1863  

McKibben,  J.  F.  Mentioned v 

McKinney,  A.  Mentioned 

McKinney,  R.  F.  Mentioned 1 

Macklind,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned 

McLain,  Michael.  Mentioned 

McLain,  William  D.  Mentioned 

McLane,  William  H.  Mentioned 

McLaren,  Robert  N.  Mentioned 354,  355, 358, 361-364, 367 

McLaughlin,  John  A.  Mentioned 892 

McLean,  James  K.  Mentioned 470 

Maclean,  L.  A.  Mentioned 416 

McLean,  William  E.  Mentioned 390,  393, 406,  471,  475, 476, 892 

McLeod,  George  A.  Mentioned 359 

McMahan,  George  R.  Mentioned 207 

McMahon,  John  F.  Mentioned 670 


McMinn,  W.  A.  Mentioned 

McMurtee,  Captain.  Mentioned. 


McNair,  Surgeon.  Mentioned. 


Mentioned. 


445 

775 

441 

161 


McNamar,  Captain. 

McNeil,  John. 

Assignments  to  command 8 

Co-operation  with 

Asbotli,  Alexander 283-285 

Vandever,  William 253 

Correspondence  with 

Carter,  George  W 305 

Catherwood,  Edwin  C 554 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 279, 280 

Edwards,  John 660 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue 751 
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McNeil,  John — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Schofield,  John  M 595,  G13 

Vandever,  William 281 

Mentioned 16,34, 

252, 253, 262, 265-268, 273-277, 279, 280, 282-287, 292, 297, 301, 303,  304, 598, 
613, 628, 663, 664, 670, 677, 704, 749,  816-819,  860, 861,  8S3,  864,  866, 879, 894 
Reports  of 

Bloomfield,  Mo.  Expedition  from,  March  9-15,  1863 239 

Missouri.  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into,  April#  17-May  2, 1863 255-257 

Mount  Ida,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  13,  1863 756 

Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Ocfc.  26,  1863 648-650 

Vindication  of.  Execution  of  rebel  citizens  at  Palmyra,  Mo.,  Oct.  18,  1862..  861 

McNeill,  A.  J.  Mentioned 903 

McNulta,  John. 

Mentioned 129-131, 136, 889 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862 132 

McFhaill,  Samuel. 

Mentioned 353-356, 358,  359,  363,  365, 366,  896, 907, 910 

Report  of  Sioux  Expedition,  Dakota,  June  16-Sept.  13,  1863 359 

McPhate,  Robert.  Mentioned 401 

McPheeters,  Samuel  B.  Mentioned 877, 878, 884 

McPheeters,  William  M. 

Mentioned 416 

Report  of  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4,  1863  440, 441 

McPherson,  James  B.  Mentioned 19,481 

McQueen,  Alexander  G.  Mentioned 214 

McRae,  Bandridge. 

Court  of  Inquiry  in  case  of.  Attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4, 1863  438 

Mentioned 142, 143, 388, 392, 397, 

409,  411-416, 420-422, 425,  429,  438,  439, 485, 520,  728, 759,  764,  766, 776, 903 

Report  of  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  J uly  4,  1863 417 

McWherter,  John.  Mentioned 467 

Madden,  Robert.  Mentioned 893 

Madison,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  March  — , 1863.  See  Helena,  Ark.  Expedition 
from . March  5-12, 1863. 

Maghan,  Captain.  Mentioned 445 

Magruder,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with  Theophilus  H.  Holmes 905 

Mentioned 25, 27 

Mahan,  James.  Mentioned .. 746 

Maher,  George  B.  Mentioned. 401 

Maiss,  Captain.  Mentioned 669 

Major,  John  C.  Mentioned 471 

Major,  J.  P.  Mentioned 439 

Majors,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 268-270 

Mankato,  Minn.  Indian  prisoners  at. 

Attack  by  citizens  upon,  Dec.  4,  1862.  Communications  from 

Elliott,  W.  L 816 

Lincoln,  Abraham 837 

Pope,  John 790 

Sibley,  H.  H 815,819 

Execution  of,  Dec.  26,  1862.  Communications  from  H.  II.  Sibley 880 

Mankins, . Mentioned 222,223,307 

Manning,  E.  C.  Mentioned 48 
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Man's  Creek,  Shannon  County,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  Oct.  14,  1863.  Report 

of  Michael  S.  Eddleman 705 

Manter,  F.  H.  Mentioned 479, 430 

Eor  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Frederick  Steele. 

Marchbanks,  William  H.  Mentioned 318,544,621,625,680 

Marion  County,  Ark.  Expedition  into,  Dec.  9-15, 1832.  Reports  of 

Brown,  Egbert  B 159 

Burch,  Milton 159 

Marmaduke,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Blunt,  James  G 81 

Hindman,  Thomas  C 897,899-901 

Duel  with  L.  M.  Walker 525 

Mentioned 10, 14, 18, 21, 23, 31, 36- 

38,  41-43,  46,  56,  60,  69-73,  79,  80,  87,101-103,105,107,139-144,155,158, 
171-173,  178, 180, 182, 183, 186-194, 198, 199,  209, 213, 227, 242, 243, 247, 248, 
250, 253-257,  259, 262, 264, 273, 276, 278-280, 282-284, 288, 289, 291, 296-298, 
300, 303,  314,  323,  385-387,  392,  395, 409,  410,  412,  413,  428,  433,  434, 436,  438, 
439, 445,  472-475, 477,  479-481, 483-485, 487,  498, 499, 511,  520-523,  525^527, 
530-533,  535, 539, 540, 545, 552, 583, 612, 663, 722-724,  723, 729,  731,  734,  735, 
756,  770,  771,  773, 776, 790, 792, 795, 805, 812, 833, 836, 840, 856, 900,  904,  905 
Reports  of 

Helena,  Ark.  Attack  on,  July  4,  1863 436 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  Advance  of  Union  forces  upon,  Aug.  1-Sept.  14, 

1863  526 

Missouri.  Marmaduke’s  Expeditions  into. 

Dec.  31,  1862- Jan.  25,  1863 194,195 

April  17-May  2,  1863 295 

Pine  Blutf,  Ark.  Action  at,  Oct.  25,  1863  730 

Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862 146 

Taylor’s  Creek,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  May  11,  1863 323 

Marmora,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 511 

Marr,  James.  Mentioned 109,115,117,121,123 

Marsh,  C.  J.  Mentioned 562,564 

Marshall,  Mo.  Action  at,  Oct.  13,1863.  See  Shelby’s  Raid;  also  report  of 
Schofield , p.  16. 

Marshall,  Captain.  Mentioned 780 

Marshall,  John  G.  Mentioned 418 

Marshall,  William  R. 

Mentioned 353,  354,  358, 359 

Reports  of  Sioux  Expedition,  Dakota,  June  16-Sept.  13,  1863 364,366 

Martin,  Captain.  Mentioned 42,52,57,742,795 

Martin,  James.  Mentioned 322 

Martin,  J.  C.  Mentioned 419 

Martin,  John.  Mentioned 360 

Martin,  J.  S.  Mentioned 133,401 

Martin,  L.  M.  Mentioned 459,461 

Martin,  Thomas.  Mentioned C2 

Martin’s  House,  Ind.  T.  Skirmish  at,  May  [8  ?],  1863.  See  Creek  Agency , 

Ind.  T.  Scout  from,  May  6-19,  1863. 

Marvin,  Mr.  Mentioned 416 

Mason,  Frank.  Mentioned 740 

Mason,  William  B.  Mentioned 471 

Mass,  Charles  C.  Mentioned 615 
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Massey,  William.  Mentioned  - 227 

Matlock,  C.  H.  Mentioned 479,903 

Matthaei,  John  L.  Mentioned 115,117,123 

Matthews.  A.  W.  Mentioned 49,62,94 

Matthews,  Henry  M.  Mentioned 254 

Matthews,  Luther  J.  Mentioned 183, 768 

Matthias,  Nicolas.  Mentioned 406 

Mattox,  John.  Mentioned 609 

Maxey,  S.  B.  Assignments  to  command 9 

May,  Dwight.  Mentioned 471 

May,  G.  Allen.  Mentioned 346, 347 

Mayes,  William.  Mentioned 660, 750, 751 

Mayfield,  Huston.  Mentioned — 451,452 

Maynard,  J.  S.  Mentioned 891 

Maysville,  Ark.  Skirmishes  near. 

Sept.  5,  1863. 

Communications  from  John  M.  Schciield 613 

Report  of  John  Gardner 611 

Jan. — , 1863.  Report  of  William  A.  Phillips..... 219 

Maxen,  Luke  P.  Mentioned 401 

Maxey,  Henry  C.  Mentioned 331 

Meader,  James  D.  Mentioned 845 

Meadows, . Mentioned 613 

Meaty ard,  T.  C.  Mentioned 757 

Meek,  W.  L.  Mentioned 553 

Meeker,  Stephen  M.  Mentioned 471 

Mefford,  David. 

Mentioned 45,452,873 

Report  of  operations  in  Newton  and  Jasper  Counties,  Mo.,  March  5-13, 

1863  238 

Meisner,  Charles  P. 

Mentioned - 260, 265, 276 

Reports  of  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into  Missouri,  April  17-May  2, 1863.  260,261 

Melcher,  S.  H.  Mentioned 181,184 

Mentemeyer,  Charles  F.  Mentioned 519 

Mentzer,  J.  M.  Mentioned 61,95,603 

Meredith,  W.  Mentioned 588 

Merrill,  Lewis. 

Correspondence  with  F.  A.  Dick 833 

Mentioned 14, 

470,  477,  479,  480,  485-487,  489,  490,  493, 503-505, 507, 509, 510,  866, 876, 893 
Reports  of 

Fourcke,  Bayou,  Ark.  Engagement  at,  Sept.  10,  1883 491 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Advance  upon,  capture  of,  and  pursuit  of  Confederate  forces, 

Aug.  1-Sept.  14,  1863 496 

Reconnaissance  from,  Dec.  5-13,  1863 773 

Merrill,  Samuel.  Mentioned 188-192,195,895 

Merrill’s  Crossing,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  12,  1863.  See  Shelby’s  Raid. 

Meto,  Bayou,  Ark. 

Action  at,  Aug.  27,  1863.  Reports  of 

Anderson,  Daniel 507 

Eberkart,  Gustavus  A 512 

Ritter,  John  F 509 


INDEX. 


988 

Page. 

Meto,  Bayou,  Ark. — Continued. 

Action  at,  Aug.  27,  1863. 

See  also  Little  Rock , Ark.  Advance  of  Union  forces  upon,  etc.  Reports  of 
Bateman,  M.  M.  Gordon,  B.  Frank.  Price,  Sterling. 

Davidson,  John  W.  Jeffers,  William  L.  Steele,  Frederick. 

Glover,  John  M.  Marmaduke,  John  S. 

See  also  report  of  Schofield,  p.  14. 

Skirmish  near,  Aug.  26,  1863.  Report  of  Daniel  Anderson 507 

See  also  Little  Rock , Ark.  Advance  of  the  Union  forces  upon,  etc.,  Aug.  1- 
j Sept.  14,  1863.  Reports  of 

Glover,  John  M.  Jeffers,  William  L.  Steele,  Frederick. 

Gordon,  B.  Frank. 

See  also  Shallow  Ford. 

Meyer,  Ferdinand.  Mentioned 82 6 

Mhoon,  John.  Mentioned 416,527 

Michigan  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments:  12th,  471,515,516. 

Middle  Creek  Bridge,  Mo.  See  Mill  Creek  Bridge,  Mo. 

Miffleton, . Mentioned 757 

Military  Commissions.  Evacuation  of  New  Madrid,  Mo.,  Dec.  28,  1862 176 

Militia.  Calls  for,  etc 13, 575, 790, 811, 876 

Milks,  H.  B.  Mentioned 682 

Millard,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned 558, 896 

Mill  Boy,  Steamer.  Mentioned 231 

Mill  Creek  Bridge,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  April  24,  1863.  See  Missouri.  Marma- 
duke1 s Expedition  into,  April  17-May  2,  1863.  Reports  of 
Davidson,  John  W.  Thompson,  G.  W. 

Marmaduke,  John  S.  Vandever,  William. 

Miller,  Steamer.  Mentioned 236 

Miller, — . Mentioned 685 

Miller,  Alford.  Mentioned 364",  368 

Miller,  John.  Mentioned 67 

Miller,  John  R.  Mentioned 467 

Miller,  N.  Mentioned 363 

Miller,  Stephen.  Mentioned 815,896 

Miller,  W.  A.  Mentioned 607 

Miller,  William.  Mentioned 406 

Miller,  William  E.  Mentioned 892 

Miller,  William  H. 

Mentioned 125,  889 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862 127 

Millert,  F.  A.  Mentioned 162, 163 

Mills,  A.  D.  Mentioned 767 

Mills,  Madison.  Mentioned 876 

Mills,  R.  Q.  Mentioned 904 

Miner,  Mr.  Mentioned 834 

Miner,  Nelson.  Mentioned 896 

Mingo  Swamp,  Mo.  Scouts  and  skirmishes,  etc.,  Feb.  2-13,  1863.  Reports  of 

Lazear,  Bazel  F 224 

Reeder,  F.  W 225 

Mings,  William.  Mentioned 160 

Minier,  Theodore  L.  Mentioned 133 

Minnesota,  District  of. 

Constituted 788 

Sibley,  Henry  H.,  assigned  to  command  of  the  788 
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Minnesota  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries  : 3d,  353-355,357,358,360-363,367,370,371. 
Cavalry — Battalions:  Hatch’s,  910,  911.  Regiments:  1st,  353-356,  358-363, 
365,  367,896, 907. 

Infantry— Regiments:  3d,  471,513,515,517,518,  880,  896;  6th,  354-359,361- 
364,367,  368,  896,  911;  7th,  353-355,  358,  359,  362-370,  896,911 ; 8th,  896; 
Sth,  355,358,  361,362,  364,  668,896;  10th,  353-355,  358,  359,  362-364,  366, 
368-372,  896, 909,  910. 


Mississippi,  Department  of  the.  (Union.) 

Orders,  General,  series  1862:  No.  2,  865. 

Mississippi  River. 

Affairs  on  the,  generally.  Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 840,  879,880,884 

Chipman,  N.  P 886 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 879,880,883 

Davies,  Thomas  A 880 

Gorman,  Willis  A 839 

Sibley,  H.  H 880 

Operations  on  the.  Communications  from  Samuel  R.  Curtis 828 

Missouri. 

Central  District  of.  See  Central  District  of  Missouri. 

Enrolled  Militia  of.  John  M.  Schofield  placed  in  command  of 5 

Ewing’s  policy  toward.  See  reports  of  Ewing,  p.  579 ; Schofield,  p.  572. 
Marmaduke’s  Expeditions  into. 

Dec.  31,  1862- Jan.  25,  1863. 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Confederate  troops 199 

Communications  from  Theophilus  H.  Holmes 198 

Reports  of 

Bennett,  G.  W.  C 207 

Marmaduke,  John  S 194,195 

Porter,  J.  C 205 

Shelby,  Joseph  O 199 

See  also 

Nov.  25, 1862-Nov.  15, 1863.  Missouri,  Department  of  the.  Oper- 
. ations  in. 

Jau.  6, 1863.  Lawrence,  Fort,  Mo.  Skirmish  at. 

8, 1863.  Springfield,  Mo.  Engagement  at. 

11,1863.  Hartville,  Mo.  Engagement  at. 

April  17-May  2,  1863. 

Casualties.  Returns  of 

Confederate  troops 288 

Union  troops 253 

Communications  from 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 278-281,284,285 

Davidson,  John  W 254,275,279,280 

Herron,  Francis  J 278, 281 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 283 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 288 

Vandever,  William 281 

Itinerary  of  Vandever’s  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier,  April  4- 

May  2, 1863 28* 

Reports  of 

Asboth,  Alexander ; 283-285 

Baumer,  William 269 

Benjamin,  John  F 279 
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Missouri— Continued. 

Marmaduke’s  Expeditions  into. 

April  17-May  2,  1863. 

Reports  of 

Burbridge,  John  Q 296 

Carter,  George  W 299, 300, 302 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 252,253 

Davidson,  John  W 254,255 

Greene,  Colton 303 

Harris,  S.  S 304 

Kitchen,  S.  G 298 

' Livingston,  R.  R 266 

McNeil,  John 255-257 

Marmadnke,  John  S : 285 

Meisner,  Charles  P 260,261 

Muse,  John  M 293 

Thompson,  G.  W 289 

Vandever,  William 271-277 

See  also 

April  20,  1863.  Patterson,  Mo.  Skirmish  at. 

May  1-2,  1863.  Chalk  Bluff,  Ark.  Skirmishes  at. 

Militia.  Calls  for,  etc 13, 575, 790, 811, 876 

Shelby’s  Raid  in,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863.  See  Shelby’s  Raid. 

Union  sentiment  in 242, 807 

Missouri,  Adjutant-General  of.  Correspondence  with  Richard  C.  Vaughan.  796 
Missouri,  Department  of  the. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from  , 

Army  Headquarters 794 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 788, 877, 881, 884, 885 

Broadhead,  James  O 878 

Greely,  C.  S 878 

Lincolu,  Abraham 877 

Yeatman,  James  E 878 

Blunt,  James  G.,  assigned  to  command  of  the  Eighth,  Ninth,  and  Tenth 

Districts . 809 

Carr,  Eugene  A.,  assigned  to  command  of  the  Saint  Louis  District 809 

Civil  authority.  Restoration  of,  in  the.  Communications  from 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 839 

Lincoln,  Abraham — 839 

Curtis,  Samuel  R.,  relieved  from  command  of  the 4 

Davidson,  John  W.,  relieved  from  command  of  the  Saint  Louis  District.. . 809 

Gorman,  Willis  A.,  assigned  to  command  of  the  District  of  Eastern  Arkan- 
sas   809 

Operations  in. 

Nov.  25,  1862-Nov.  15,  1863.  Report  of  Henry  W.  Ilalleck 9 

May  24-Dec.  10,  1863. 

Communications  from  John  M.  Schofield 17,18 

Report  of  John  M.  Schofield 12 

Orders,  General,  series : No.  18,  866. 

Orders,  General,  series  1862:  No.  21,794;  No.  23,  803;  No.  24,  809; 

No.  32,  856  ; No.  35,  868  ; No.  37,  876. 

Orders,  General,  series  1863  : No.  92,  575.  Cavalry  Divisions  : No.  28,  464 ; 

No.  62,  488. 

Orders,  General,  series  1864  : No.  19,  711. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  30,  176. 
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Missouri,  Department  of  the.— Continued. 

Provost-Marshal’s  Department.  Organization  of,  in  the 803 

Schofield,  John  M.,  assigned  to  command  of  the 4,12 

Sumner,  Edwin  V.,  assigned  to  command  of  the 3 

Troops  of  the,  operating  on  the  Mississippi,  embodied  in  the  Thirteenth  and 

Fifteenth  Army  Corps 2,857 

Union  Troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Nov.,  1862 795 

Dec.,  1862  888-895 

Missouri,  District  of.  Orders,  Special,  series  1862:  No.  91,  826. 

Missouri,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 721 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 179,802,827 

Eliot,  W.  G 801 

Lincoln,  Abraham 839,878,888 

Missouri,  Central  and  Soi;thwestern.  Affairs  in,  generally.  Communica- 
tions from 

Bishop,  A.  W 787 

Brown,  E.  B 809 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 244 

Missouri,  Northeastern  District  of. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from  Lewis  Merrill 831,833 

Orders,  Special,  series  1862 : No.  39,  831. 

Missouri,  Northern,  District  of.  Thomas  J.  Mclvean,  assumes  command  of 

the 2 


Missouri  River,  Dakota.  Skirmishes  at  the,  July  29-30,  1863.  See  Sioux 
Expedition , Dakota,  June  16- Jay.  7,  1863;  also  report  of  HaUeck, 

p.  12. 

Missouri,  Southeastern.  Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Benton,  William  P 873,874 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 1 829,881-883,888 

Lincoln,  Abraham 836 

Scott,  John 814 

Missouri,  Southwestern  District  of.  (Union.)  Affairs  in,  generally.  Com- 
munications from  E.  B.  Brown  789,790 

Missouri  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light—  Batteries : Bell’s,  523,  527,  530-533;  Bledsoe’s,  56,  57, 
147,149-152,198,202-204,210,  288-290,  292,  412,  438,  523,527,529-531,537, 

624, 671, 904  ; Griswold’s,  731 ; Roberts’, * 529, 731, 903  ; Tilden’s,  64, 412, 
421-423, 903. 

Cavalry — Battalions : Elliott’s,  55-58, 149, 150, 199-202, 2s8, 529-531, 671;  Kit- 
chen’s,) 288,298,  299,  439,  467,  468,  533,  730;  Shanks’,  289,  290,  675; 
Wood's,  734-736, 739 ; Young’s,  303, 325, 327, 412, 438,  523,  532-534,  730, 

731.  Companies:  Barry’s,  607;  Quantrill’s,  55,  56,58,150,200,201; 
Reves’,  286,296,  299-301,  741;  Roberts’,  903.  Regiments:  3d,  199,  207, 

412, 438, 523, 534, 730-732, 767, 904 ; 4th,  199,  206, 207, 285, 288, 297, 299, 466, 

527,  532-534, 545, 731, 819, 904 ; 5th,  55, 56, 58, 64, 148-151, 153, 199-204, 288- 
290,292,  412,438,523,  529,531,  672,  675,904;  6th,  54-58,  147,  149-151,199- 
202, 288-291 , 412, 438, 523, 529, 531, 532, 537, 673, 904 ; 8th,  190, 199, 207, 243, 
412,438,523,  532-534,731,819;  Jeans’,  55,  56,58,149,150,199-202,288-291, 

412, 438, 529, 531, 904 ; Lawther’s,  732 ; MacDonald’s,  57-59, 141, 142, 156, 

157,  196,197.199,201,202,207-211;  Dorsey’s,  223,311. 


* Also  called  Ruffner’s  Battery, 
f Organized  as  a regiment  July  9,  1863. 
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Missouri  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate) — Continued. 

Infantry — Battalions:  Pindall’s,  412,  420-423.  Regiments:  Caldwell's, 
243,  400,  412,  420,  422,  423,  903;  Clark’s,  141,  243;  Hunter’s,  04,  140, 
412,420,422,  423,076,  903;  Jackman’s,  37,  686,  688;  Steen’s,  400,  412, 
420,  422, 423, 903  ; White’s,  412,  420-423, 819, 903. 

Miscellaneous:  Coleman’s,* * * § **  746;  Freeman’s,  383.548,740,  746,  780. 
Missouri  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries : 1st  State  Militia,  622,  627,  633,638-641,  891; 
Johnson’s  State  Militia,!  244,635,891,  Lindsay’s,!  259 ; Lovejoy's,$ 
482,  484,485,  489,400,406,  501,  504;  McClanahan’s,||  258,259,261,270. 
Regiments:  1st  ( Batteries ),  B,  256-261,  265-269,  890;  E,  86,101,  103-107, 
110,  112,  123,  129-138,  258*  282,  827,  889;  F,  85,  101,  103,  104,  106,  107,  109, 
110,  115-118*  120,  121,  123,  124,  136,  278,  827,  83y;  K,  390,391,  394,401,  405, 
406,471;  L,  85,  104,  106,  107,  123,  127-129,  547,  889;  2d,H  665-667,794, 
795;  ( Batteries ),  A,  895;  B,  894;  C,  895;  D,  253,267,  894;  E,  709,  710, 
894 ; F,  G,  895;  H,  I,  894;  K,  259,  261,  277,  470,  482,  484-486,  489,  490, 
496,  498,  499,  501,  502,  510,  894  ; L,  191,  192,  895 ; M,  259,  277,  470,  485- 
487,  489,  492,  495-499,  504, 505, 890. 

Cavalry — Companies:  Schofield  Hussars,*”  890.  Regiments:  1st,  86,  102, 

105. 107. 110,  137, 138, 170, 171,  278,  470,  482, 510, 570,  571, 754,  774,  832, 889, 
890, 892 ; 1st  State  Militia,  40, 334, 373, 377, 465, , 544, 553, 568, 580, 582, 587, 
588, 590, 591, 620,  621, 626-633,  646,  648,  666, 707, 745,  766, 796, 797, 891 ; 2d, 

470.482.485.491- 498,  500,  774,878,  894;  2d  State  Militia,  40,235,239-243. 
245,257-259,  265,268,270,271,  551,  570,616,  741-743,  764-766,  818,891,893, 
894;  3d,  60, 189-192,  253,258,  259,262,  278,283,  470,482,  484,  501,  502,504, 
505,508,513,758-760,895;  3d  State  Militia  (new),  253-255,  259,  263-265, 
344-347,  545,  569,  681-685,  741,  742,  744,  766,  783,  784 ; 3d  State  Militia 
(old),  181,  182,  185,895;  4th,  285,  376,890;  4th  State  Militia,  181,  182, 
184-186,  347,348,  375-377,553,  582,  593,626-628,  630-636,  638,640,641,643, 
891, 895 ; 5th  State  Militia  (new),  313, 374-376,  383, 547-549,  568, 569, 595, 
617-619,  669,  705,  706,724,  725,740,  741,746,  747,760,  761,786  ; 5th  State 
Militia  (old),  39, 40, 229, 244,  332, 342, 376,  824,  843, 848,  891 ; 6th,  85, 110, 
115,117,  122,123,162,163,  212,601,616,  712,  715-721,764,  766,832,856,889, 
892,894;  6th  State  Militia,  550,553,  650,651,  655-658,755,891;  7th,  85, 

86. 102. 105.110,  111,  113, 114, 137, 250, 273, 470,  482, 484, 491-493, 496, 498, 500, 
773-775, 889 ; 7th  State  Militia,  213,  248, 328-331,  596,  626-633,  638-644, 
647,662,664,686-688,743,820,890,895;  8th,  72,  75,85,86,105,  107,113,114, 

125. 129.165. 470. 482. 485. 491- 493, 495-498, 758, 820, 889;  8th  State  Militia. 
166,233-236,314,328-331,  546,554,609,  610,  613,  650,651,  658,660,669,685, 
686,745,  761-763,  786,787,895;  9th,  60;  9th  State  Militia,  344,373,  374, 
442, 446, 642, 645, 674, 895  ; 10th  State  Militia,  894 ; 11th,  669, 755;  12th 
State  Militia,  224-227,094;  13th  State  Militia,  895;  14th  State 
Militia,  86-88, 159-161, 181, 182, 185, 186, 193, 194, 895. 

Infantry — Regiments:  1st  Prov.  E.  M.,  645;  1st  State  Militia,  253, 665— 
667, 852, 894 ; 2d  Prov.  E.  M.,  323 ; 3d,  831 ; 4th,  894  ; 5th  Prov.  E.  M. , 
587, 588, 591, 628-628, 630, 631, 634-638, 640, 641,  705 ; 6th  Prov.  E.  M. , 594, 
746,  747,777  ; 7th  Prov.  E.  M.,  620,  653,658-660;  8th  Prov.  E.  M.,  570, 
616 ; 9th  Proy.  E.  M., 626, 627, 630, 631, 641, 647, 648, 665, 12th,  17th,  831 ; 


Page. 


* Arm  of  service  and  official  designation  cannot  be  determined, 

t Battery  attached  to  1st  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 

X Attached  to  68th  Regiment  Enrolled  Militia. 

§ Howitzer  Battery  attached  to  2d  Missouri  Cavalry. 

||  Howitzer  Battery  attached  to  2d  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry. 
!T  Batteries  designated  when  practicable. 

**  Afterward  Company  T,  5th  Missouri  State  Militia  Cavalry  (new). 
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Missouri  Troops.  (Union)— Continued. 

Infantry — Regiments  : 23d,  268, 650, 668, 689, 891,894;  24th,  294, 890 ; 25th, 

335,  336,. 890;  26th  E.  M.,  182,445;  27th,  29th,  894;  30th,  31st,  835; 

33d,  390, 391, 394-395, 398, 400-402 ; 35th,  390, 393, 394, 400  ; 35th  [43d?] 

E.  1VL,  665,666;  43d  E.  M.,  628;  51st  E.  M.,  40,336,796,797;  56th  E. 

M.,  257, 266 ; 61st  E.  M.,  219, 220 ; 63th  E.  M.,  222 ; 71st,  E.  M.,  40, 798, 

797  ; 72dE.  M.,  182,  185-187;  73d  E.  M.,  159, 160, 182, 194;  74th  E.  M., 
181,182,670. 

Mitchell,  B.  B.  Mentioned 62, 95, 96, 770, 771, 778 

Mitchell,  Charles  S.  Mentioned 791 

Mitchell,  D.  U.  Mentioned 563 

Mitchell,  Greenville  M.  Mentioned 471 

Mitchell,  Janies  A.  Mentioned 892 

Mix,  Edward  H.  Mentioned 470 

Moffat’s  Station,  Franklin  County,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Sept.  27,  1863.  See 
Shelby’s  Raid. 

Molloy,  H.  H.  Mentioned 461 

Monroe,  Dr.  Mentioned 757 

Monroe,  J.  C. 

Mentioned 28,42 

52-54, 60, 140, 146-148, 196, 306,  307, 311, 313, 522, 607, 733, 735, 770,  771,  795 

Reports  of 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  Action  at,  Oct.  25,  1863 734 

Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862 153 

Monroe,  T.  Mentioned ' 423 

Monroe  County  Avengers.  Correspondence  with  John  Holdsworth 831 

Montgomery,  A.  S.  Mentioned 486,487 

Montgomery,  Bacon.  Mentioned 551,892 

Montgomery,  Lentz.  Mentioned 164 

Montgomery,  Milton.  Mentioned  896 

Montgomery,  R.  H.  Mentioned 708 

Montgomery,  Samuel. 

Mentioned 115, 1 17, 707-709, 711-720, 764,  765 

Reports  of 

Bloomfield,  Mo. 

Attack  on,  Nov.  29-30,  1863  766 

Mutiny  at,  Oct.  22, 1863 709 

Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  Battle  of,  Dec.  7, 1882 122 

Montgomery,  W.  R.  Mentioned 283 

Mooney,  Jesse.  Mentioned 160 

Mooney,  Reuben  P.  Mentioned 376,  377 

BAoonlight,  Thomas. 

Mentioned 45, 75, 77, 92, 97-100, 448, 450 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862 98 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  James  G-.  Blunt. 

Moor,  Henry  J.  Mentioned 878 

Moore,  Captain.  Mentioned 233 

Moore,  Captain.  (P.  E.  Militia.)  Mentioned 323 

Moore,  Amaziah. 

Mentioned 49, 63, 64,  94 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Reed’s  Mountain,  Ark.,  Dec.  6,  1862  % 64 

Moore,  Benjamin,  Mentioned 740 

Moore,  Henry.  Mentioned 826 

Moore,  H.  L.  Mentioned 61,65,95 

63  R R— VOL  XXII,  PT  I 
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Moore,  John  C.  Mentioned 529 

Moore,  John  W.  Mentioned 891 

Moore,  M.  L.  Mentioned : 134 


Moore,  Stephen  W.  Mentioned 269 

Moorman,  Christopher.  Mentioned 204  ' 

Moorman,  William  M.  Mentioned 58,677  j 

Moreland,  A.  B.  Mentioned 562 

Morgan,  Mr.  Mentioned 659 

Morgan,  A.  S.  Mentioned 608, 903  j 

Morgan,  C.  L.  Mentioned 302,303,540  ! 

Morgan,  David.  Mentioned 523 

Morgan,  G.  W.  Mentioned - 857  1 

Morgan,  Wick. 

Mentioned 659  ; 

Reports  of 

Greenfield,  Mo.  Scout  from,  Sept.  15-18,  1863  620  ‘ 

Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26, 1863 659 

Morrill,  Stevens  W.  Mentioned 399 

Morris,  E.  J.  Mentioned 463,620,653 

Morris,  H.  V.  Mentioned 128 

Morris,  J.  R.  Mentioned 412,440 

Morris,  Meredith.  Mentioned 319, 621 

Morrison,  Richard  T.  Mentioned 416  ■ 

Morsey,  Frederick.  Mentioned 264  t 

Morton,  Quin. 

Mentioned 650,655  ' 

Report  of  Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26, 1863  668  j 

Moss,  Obe.  Mentioned 617 

Moulton,  Major.  Mentioned 756  i 

Mount  Ida,  Ark. 

Expedition  to,  Nov.  10-18,  1863.  Report  of  Henry  C.  Caldwell . 752  1 

Scout  to,  Dec.  2-7, 1863.  See  Waldron,  Ark.  Scout  from. 

Skirmish  at,  Nov.  13, 1863.  Report  of  John  McNeil ; 756  j 

Mouton,  Alfred.  Mentioned 439  j 

Mudd,  John  J.  Mentioned 230  ] 

Mulberry  River,  Ark.  Skirmish  near  mouth  of,  Feb.  3, 1863.  Report  of  M. 

La  Rue  Harrison . 223  j 

Mullen,  Samuel.  Mentioned 100  j 

Muller,  G.  Mentioned 595  j 

Mullins,  Alexander  W. 

Mentioned 377, 580, 587, 591, 630, 631, 633, 807, 80 8 j 

Reports  of 

Dayton,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  10,  1863  553  j 

Hog  Island,  Bates  County,  Mo.  Affair  at,  May  18,  1863 334  . 

Stumptown,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  2,  1863  544  l 

Mullins,  J.  D.  Mentioned 588  ij 

Munitions  of  War.  Communications  from  War  Department,  U.  S 576 

Muntzel,  A.  Mentioned 548 

Murphy,  David. 

Mentioned 103, 109, 115, 121, 889 

’ Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862 123 

Murphy,  G.  W.  Mentioned 654 

Murphy,  Isaac.  Mentioned 165 
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Pago. 

Murphy,  Richard. 

Mentioned  569,724,747,748 

Reports  of 

Houston,  Mo. 

Affair  near,  Sept.,  12,  1863  616 

Scouts  from. 

Nov.  23-29,  1863  760 

Dec.  9-19,  1863 776 

Jack’s  Fork,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  Aug.  14,  1863  568 

Spring  River  Mills,  Mo.  Scout  to,  and  skirmishes,  Aug.  6-11, 1863 547 

Muse,  John  M. 

Mentioned 287, 289 

Report  of  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into  Missouri,  April  17-May  2,  1863  ...  293 

Musselman,  Jacob,  Steamer.  See  Jacob  Musselman 
Mutiny.  See  Bloomfield,  Mo.  Mutiny  at,  Oct.  22, 1863. 

Myers,  A.  C.  Mentioned 897 

Napoleon,  Ark.  Expedition  to  near,  May  23-26,  1863.  Report  of  Benjamin 

M.  Prentiss 339 

Navy,  U.  S.  Co-operation  with  Army. 

See 

Jan.  13-19, 1863.  White  River,  Ark.  Expedition  up  the. 

July  4,  1863.  Helena,  Ark.  Attack  on. 

Aug.  1-Sept.  14,  1863.  Little  Rock,  Ark.  Advance  of  Union  forces  upon. 
Nebraska.  Operations  in.  See  Indians  of  the  Northwest.  Operations  against. 


Nebraska  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry—  Regiments  : 2d,  378, 556-559, 561, 564-568, 611. 

Infantry — Regiments : 1st,  253, 258-260, 265-270, 664, 890. 

Neill,  Henry. 

Mentioned 40, 587, 591, 662, 797, 808, 822 

Report  of  affair  on  Honey  Creek,  Mo.,  Oct.  19, 1863 706 

Neosho,  Mo. 

Action  at,  Oct.  4, 1863.  See  Shelby’s  Raid. 

Scout  from,  Nov.  — , 1863.  Report  of  Milton  Burch . 761 

Scout  near,  April  19-20, 1863.  Report  of  Ozias  Ruark * 314 

Skirmish  at,  Nov.  5, 1863.  See  report  of  Schofield,  p.  16. 

Skirmish  at  Widow  Wheeler’s,  near,  Oct.  4,  1863.  Report  of  Milton  Burch.  685 

Skirmishes  at  and  near,  Nov.  4-6,  1863.  Report  of  James  J.  Akard 745 

Newcomb,  Henry  R.  Mentioned . . 611 

Newgent, ‘Bennett  F.  Mentioned * 633 

Newland,  Joseph.  Mentioned .* . ...  807,838 

New  Madrid,  Mo. 

Evacuation  of,  Dec.  28, 1862. 

. Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters * . 175, 177 

Curtis,  Samuel  R . . . . 174 

Davies,  Thomas  A 174, 175 

Grant,  U.  S 177 

Scott,  John 177 

Military  Commission.  Order  constituting.  Findings  and  opinion 176 

Report  of  John  Scott 173 


Reoccupation  of,  by  Union  forces,  Jan.  2, 1863.  Report  of  D.  Henry  Hughes.  212 
Newton,  Robert  C. 

Mentioned 143, 297, 298, 433, 523-525, 532, 543, 731, 737, 739 

Reports  of 

Helena,  Ark.  Attack  on,  July  4, 1863 
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Newton,  Robert  C. — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  Advance  of  Union  forces  upon,  Aug.  1-Sept.  14,  1863.  535 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  Action  at,  Oct.  25,  1863 734,736 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff  and  A.  A.  G.,  see  Thomas  C.  Hindman. 

Newton,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 198,324 

Newton  County,  Mo.  Scout  iuto,  May  21-30,  1863.  See  Cassville,  Mo. 

Scout  from. 

Newton  and  Jasper  Counties,  Mo.  Operations  in,  March  5-13,  1863.  Report 

of  David  Mefford 238 

Newtonia,  Mo.  Scout  from,  May  13-18,  1863.  Reports  of 

Crittenden,  Thomas  T 328, 329 

Eno,  Edward  B 329 

New  York  Times,  Editor  of.  Correspondence  with  William  R.  Strachan...  861 

Niblack,  William  C.  Mentioned 237,317 

Nichols,  Captain.  Mentioned 58 

Nichols,  Frederic  C.  Mentioned 890 

Nicholson,  John.  Mentioned 747-749 

Noble,  Henry  T.  Mentioned 475 

Noble,  John  W.  Mentioned 470,892 

Noble,  S.  M.  Mentioned 307,313 

No-ko-so-lo-chee.  Mentioned 455 

Norman,  W.  P.  Mentioned 291 

Norment,  G.  R.  Mentioned 412, 438 

Norris,  W.  W.  Mentioned 400, 401 

North,  Reuben.  Mentioned 751 

Northeastern  District  of  Missouri.  See  Missouri,  Northeastern  District  of. 
Northern  Missouri,  District  of.  See  Missouri,  Northern,  District  of. 

Northwest,  Department  of  the. 

Elliott,  W.  L. 

Assigned  to  temporary  command  of  the 793 

Assumes  command  of  the 1 

Operations  in  the,  Nov.  25,  1862-Nov.  15,  1863.  Report  of  Henry  W.  Hal- 

leck 9 

Orders,  General,  series  1862:  No.  19,788;  No.  20,  793. 

Pope,  John,  resumes  command  of  the 3 

Sub-divfsions  of.  Second,  Third  and  Fourth  Military  Districts  consoli- 
dated, and  designated  District  of  Minnesota 788 

Union  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc.,  Dec.  31, 1862  t 896 

Northwestern  Arkansas.  Scout  through,  May  21-30/1863.  See  Cassville, 

Mo.  Scout  from. 

Notre,  Steamer.  Mentioned 172 

O’Brien,  Steamer.  Mentioned 175 

Ochiltree,  W.  B.  Mentioned 904 

Ochs,  Sebastian.  Mentioned 255 

O’Connell,  John. 

Mentioned - . 401 

Report  of  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4,  1863  405 

O’Connor,  M.  J.  Mentioned 363 

Oflley,  Robert  H.  Mentioned 893 

Ohio  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  2d,  236,892;  5th, 471, 486, 514-516  ; 11th,  471 
486,489,513-515,517,  518;  16  th,  892;  25th,*  470,484-486,  489,490,492- 
494,500,728,729,774,889. 


Also  called  Stockton’s  Battery. 
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Ohio  Troops.  Mentioned — Continued. 

Cavalry — Regiments : 2d,  788  ; 6th, * 893  ; 11th,  582, 583. 

Infantry — Regiments : 22d , 471,515;  56th,  832, 892 ; 58th,  76th,  831 ; 77th, 

471,  894. 

Ohr,  Simon  P.  Mentioned 471 

O ’Kane,  Walter  S.  Mentioned 77,78,80,673,736 

O’Keson,  George  B.  Mentioned 134 

Olin,  Rollin  C.  Mentioned 358,370 

Oliver,  Harrison.  Mentioned 86 

O’Neal,  James.  Mentioned 695 

O’Neil,  J.  M.  Mentioned - 607 

Onions,  Daniel  N.  Mentioned 391 

Opdyke,  Henry.  Mentioned -* 44 

Orchard,  William  A.  Mentioned 618 

Orcutt,  John  D.  Mentioned 239 

Ord,  E.  O.  C.  Mentioned 19,25 

Oregon,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  4, 1863.  See  Shelby’s  Raid. 

Oregon  County,  Mo,  Expedition. to,  Sept.  29-Oct.  26,  1863.  Report  of  James 

Wilson 682 

See  also  Pilot  Knob , Mo.  Expeditions  from. 

O’Reilly,  Luke.  Mentioned 877 

Orme,  J P.  Mentioned * 133 

Orme,  William  W. 

Mentioned 86, 103, 106, 107, 132-135, 138, 840 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7, 1862  129 

Orr,  W.  F.  Mentioned 551 

Orrick,  W.  Mentioned 835 

Osborn,  George.  Mentioned 378 

Osburn,  Captain.  Mentioned 546 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J.  Mentioned 831,852 

Ostermayer,  Peter.  Report  of  scout  from  Salem,  Mo.,  April  18-21, 1863. 313 

Overton,  Thompson.  Mentioned 456 

Owen,  J.  D.  Mentioned 402-404, 726 

Owens,  M.  P.  Mentioned ... . 877 

Ozark,  Mo.  Captured  by  Confederate  forces,  Jan.  7,  1863.  See  reports  of  Hol- 
land, p.  182;  Crabb,  p.  183;  Marmadulce,  p.  195;  Shelby,  p.*199. 

Ozark  Mountains,  Mo.  Expedition  to-  the,  and  skirmishes,  Nov.  30-Dec.  6, 

1862.  Report  of  John  M.  Glover 60 

Pace,  Thomas  N. 

Mentioned 388, 399, 471, 496, 724 

Reports  of 

Helena,  Aik.  Attack  on,  July  4,  1863 402 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  Action  at,  Oct.  25,  1863  725 

Padgett,  William  B.  Mentioned r 481 

Page,  Captain.  Mentioned 164 

Page,  G.  D.  Mentioned 58,205 

Painter,  David  A.  Mentioned 382 

Palfrey,  Edward  A.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A. 

Palmer,  . Mentioned 307,442 

Palmer,  Henry  E.  Mentioned 581 

Palmer,  Horace.  Mentioned 331 

Palmer,  J.  C.  Mentioned 350,352 


Afterward  designated  the  11th. 
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Palmyra,  Mo.  Execution  of  rebel  citizens  at,  Oct.  18,  1862, 

Communications  from 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 860,879 

Davis,  Jefferson 818 

Holmes,  T.  H 816 

Stracliau,  W.  R 817,861 

Palmyra  (Missouri)  Courier.  Extract  from 816 

Vindication  of  John  McNeil ...» 861 

Pankey,  David  Y.  Mentioned... 164 

Paola,  Kans.  Skirmish  near,  Aug.  21,  1863.  See  Kansas.  QuantrilVs  Bald 
into,  etc.,  Aug.  20-28, 1863.* 

Pape,  Erich.  Mentioned 226 

Papinsville,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  June  23,  1863.  Report  of  Bazel  F.  Lazear  . 377 

Pardee,  Captain.  Mentioned 582 

Parke,  John  G.  Mentioned 20 

Parke,  Joseph.  Mentioned 635,637 

Parke,  L.  Mentioned 190 

Parker,  Colonel.  Mentioned 332,334 

Parker,  F.  L.  Mentioned 644 

Parker,  John  H.  Mentioned 358,359,361,909 

Parker,  P.  Gould.  Mentioned 144 

Parker,  S.  M.  Mentioned 562 

Parker,  William  C.  Mentioned 307 

Parks,  R.  C.  Mentioned 874 

Parsons,  J.  Mentioned 600,601 

Parsons,  J.  E.  Mentioned 586 

Parsons,  Lewis  B.  Mentioned 876 

Parsons,  Luke  F.  Mentioned 382, 782, 783 

Parsons,  Mosby  Monroe. 

Mentioned 69,  87,  140-143, 150,  151, 154, 313, 385,  387, 388, 

398, 400,  409,  411-415,  417,  418, 423, 425, 429, 439, 485, 520, 771, 774, 791, 903 

Report  of  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4,  1863 420 

Parsons,  W.  H.  Mentioned 773,776,  904 

Partridge,  George.  Mentioned 878 

Pattee,  John.  Mentioned 896 

Patterson,  Mo. 

Affair  near,  May  — , 1863.  Report  of  Timothy  Reves 342 

Scout  to,  Aug. — , 1863.  Report  of  William  J.  Preston 545 

Skirmish  at,  April  20,  1863.  Report  of  Edwin  Smart 263 


See  also  Missouri.  MarmaduTce’s  Expedition  into,  April  17 -Mag  2,  1863. 


Reports  of 

Carter,  George  W.  Marmaduke,  John  S. 

Davidson,  John  W.  Thompson,  G.  W. 

Patterson,  Robert  F.  Mentioned 396, 397, 471 

Patton,  M.  J.  Mentioned 703 

Pauk,  J.  W.  Mentioned 427 

Pawn.  Mentioned 867 

Pawnee  Agency,  Nebr.  Attack  on,  June  23,  1803.  Report  of  Henry  L. 

Edwards 378 

Payne,  Albert.  Mentioned 64 

Payne,  J.  S.  Mentioned 457 

Paynter,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Rogers 708 

Court-martial  in  case  of.  Mutiny  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  Oct.  22,  1863 711-713 
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Paynter,  John  H. — Continued. 

Disability  removed 721 

Mentioned 123, 710-713, 719-721 

Peabody,  A.  P.  Mentioned 774,775 

Pearman,  John  W.  Mentioned...... — 557,559,566 

Pearson,  Mr.  Mentioned 865 

Pease,  Fhineas.  Mentioned 471 

Peay,  Gordon  N.  Mentioned 411 

Peck,  A.  C.  Mentioned 431 

Peebles,  Hubert  F. 

Mentioned 164 

Report  of  expedition  to  Clarkton,  Mo.,  Dec.  17-21,  1862 163 

Peel,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned 751 

Peery,  H.  F.  Mentioned 465,587,588,591 

Pellage,  Henry.  Mentioned 695,699 

Pemberton,  Calvin.  Mentioned - 524 

Pemberton,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 899 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 897 

Mentioned 480, 897, 898 

Penick,  William  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Loan,  Ben 808 

Yansant,  J.B 824 

Mentioned 39, 796, 797, 822, 841, 844, 846, 849, 850, 891 

Reports  of 

Blue  Springs,  near  Independence,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  March  22,  1863.  ..  244 

Independence,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  Feb.  8,  1863 229 

Statement  of.  Jackson  and  LaFayette  Counties,  Mo.,  etc 844 

Pentico,  S.  Mentioned 610 

Fercival,  John  S.  Mentioned 523, 532 

Perrie,  Charles  T.  Mentioned 417 

Perry,  G.  W.  Mentioned 412 

Perryville,  Ind.  T.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  26,  1863.  Reports  of 

Blunt,  James  G 597 

Cloud,  William  F 598 

Steele,  William 599 

See  also  report  of  Steele , p.  33. 

Pettigrew,  J.  G.  Mentioned 457 

Pettigrew,  J.  R.  Mentioned 431 

Pettit,  Henry  W.  Mentioned 107 

Peyton,  C.  Mentioned 148 

Phelan,  R.  A.  Mentioned 877 

Phelps,  A.  S.  Mentioned 496 

Phelps,  John  E. 

Mentioned 660 

Reports  of 

Cassville,  Mo.  Scout  from,  Dec.  24-29, 1863 j'm 784 

Elm  Springs,  Ark.  Skirmishes  near,  July  30,  1863  464 

Phelps,  J.  S.  Mentioned 651 

Phelps,  S.  L.  Mentioned 479 

Philbrick,  R.  C.  Mentioned 381 

Philips,  John  F. 

Mentioned 37, 624, 625, 627-629, 636, 643, 789, 790, 793, 820, 890, 895 
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Philips,  John  F.— Continued. 

Reports  of 

Berryville,  Ark.  Scout  to,  Jau.  8-10,  1863  „ 213 

Quincy,  Mo.  Affair  at,  Sept.  4,  1863 609 

Sedalia,  Mo.  Scout  from,  and  skirmish  at  Clear  Fork,  Mo.,  Aug.  25-28, 

1863 596 

Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863 638 

Warsaw,  Mo.  Affair  near,  Oct.  29,  1863  743 

Phillips,  George  B.  Mentioned 181,182 

Phillips,  James  A.  Mentioned 91,581,592 

Phillips,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned 401 

Phillips,  Richard  L.  Mentioned 238, 452 

Phillips,  William  A. 

Correspondence  with  James  G.  Blunt . . ..  873, 881 

Mentioned 15, 45, 47, 73, 168, 172, 311, 312, 341,  342,  445, 447, 452, 454, 455, 889 

Reports  of 

Cabin  Creek,  Ind.  T.  Engagement  at,  July  1-2,  1S63  378 

Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T. 

Action  near,  May  20,  1863  337 

Operations  about,  June  6-20,  1863 348 

Maysville,  Ark.  Skirmish  near,  Jan.  — , 1863  219 

Webber’s  Falls,  Ind.  T.  Skirmish  at,  April  25,  1863 314-316 

Phillips,  W.  P.  Mentioned 771 

Pickett,  A.  C.  Mentioned 420 

Pickier,  J.  F.  Mentioned 663 

Pierce,  Robert  H.  Mentioned 690,693,695,696 

Pike,  Steamer.  Mentioned 339 

Pike,  Albert.  Mentioned 29,897 

Pike,  J.  A.  Mentioned 580-583, 585, 589, 590 

Pile,  William  A.  Mentioned 791 

Pilot  Knob,  Mo. 

Expeditions  from,  Sept.  29-Oct.  26,  1863. 

Communications  from  Clinton  B.  Fisk 681 

Report  of  Clinton  B.  Fisk 680, 681 

Scout  from,  Oct.  29-Nov.  5,  1863.  Report  of  Robert  McElroy 744 

Pindall,  L.  A.  Mentioned 420,421 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  Action  at,  Oct.  25,  1863. 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Union  troops 725 

Communications  from  James  B.  Talbot 724 

Congratulatory  orders.  Frederick  Steele 722 

Reports  of 

Bull,  John  P 737 

Caldwell,  Henry  C 728 

Chenoweth,  B.  D 738 

Clark,  Milton  F 727 

Clayton,  Powell 723 

Denson,  W.  B 738 

Greene,  Colton 730 

Lawther,  Robert  R 731 

Marmaduke,  JobnS 730 

Monroe,  J.  C 734 

Newton,  Robert  C 734, 736 

Pace,  Thomas  N r 725 

Scudder,  Thomas  W 726 

Steele,  Frederick 722 
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Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  Action  at,  Oct.  25,  1863— -Continued, 

Reports  of 

Thompson,  G.  W * • ■ • 732 

Wood,  R.C - 739 

See  also  Missouri , Department  of  the.  Operations  in,  Nov.  25,  1862-JVot\  15, 

1863.  Deport  of  Halleck.  Also  report  of  Schofield,  p.  14. 

Pineville,  Mo. 

Skirmish  at,  Aug.  13, 1863. 

Communications  from  John  McNeil 554 

Report  of  Edwin  C.  Catherwood 553 

Skirmish  near,  Aug.  9,  1863.  See  Garden  Hollow,  Mo. 

Finger,  John.  Mentioned 891 

Plattenburg,  Harvey.  Mentioned 204 

Pleasant  Hill,  Mo 

Scout  to,  Sept.  4-7,  1863.  See  Cold  Water  Grove,  Mo.  Scout  from. 

Skirmish  near,  May  15,  1863.  See  Big  Creek,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  May  15,  1863. 

Pleasants,  H.  C.  Mentioned 432 

Pleasants,  J.  C.  Mentioned 903 

Plumb,  Preston  B.  Mentioned 45, 52, 63, 77, 92, 94, 97, 98, 580-582, 586, 590-593 

Plumb,  William.  Mentioned 891 

Pocahontas,  Ark. 

Expeditions  to. 

Aug.  17-26,  1863.  Reports  of 

Gentry,  Henry  C 570 

Woodson,  Richard  G 569 

Sept.  29-Oct.  26,  1863.  Report  of  William  T.  Leeper 683, 684 

See  also  Pilot  Knot),  Mo.  Expeditions  from. 

Scout  to,  Oct.  26-Nov.  12,  1863.  See  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  Scout  from. 

Folignac,  C.  J.  Mentioned • 439 

Polk,  Allen.  Mentioned 441 

Polk’s  Plantation,  near  Flelena,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  May  25,  1863. 

Communications  from  Samuel  Walker 341 

Report  of  Samuel  J.  McKee 340 

Pollok,  Irving  J.  Mentioned 680,684 

Pomeroy,  Henry.  Mentioned 268 

Pomeroy,  James  M.  Mentioned 337 

Ponca  Indians.  Affair  with,  Dec.  1,  1863.  Report  of  Herman  H.  Heath 768 

Pond,  H.  Mentioned 549,550 

Pond,  James  B. 

Mentioned 688, 689, 691-693, 695, 696, 698 

Report  of  action  at  Baxter  Springs,  Kans.,  Oct.  6, 1863  698 

Pool,  Captain.  Mentioned 700 

Poole,  Frederick  R. 

Mentioned . 240, 241, 258, 260 

Reports  of 

Big  Lake,  Mississippi  County,  Ark.  Expedition  to,  Sept.  7-30,  1863 616 

Bloomfield,  Mo.  Capture  of,  and  skirmish  near,  March  1-2,  1863 235 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  Scout  from,  Aug.  9-18,  1863 551 

Doniphan,  Mo.  Scout  toward,  and  affair  near,  March  19-23,  1863  242 

Pope,  Douglas.  Mentioned 359,370 

Pope,  J ohn. 

Assignments  to  command 3 

Correspondence  -with  Abraham  Lincoln 790 

Mentioned 12, 17, 352, 820, 867, 896, 910, 911 
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Poplar  Bluff,  Mo.  Scout  to,  Aug.  9-18, 1863.  Soo  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  Scout 


from,  Aug.  9-18,  1863. 

Porter,  — - — . Mentioned 547 

Porter,  David  D. 

Correspondence  .with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 788,855 

Gorman,  Willis  A 866 

Prentiss,  Benjamin  M 391 

Mentioned 855, 858, 886, 887 

Porter,  F.  G.  Mentioned Ill 

Porter,  Joseph  C. 

Correspondence  with  W.  R.  Strachan 817 

Mentioned - 188- 


190,  192, 193, 195-199, 203, 210, 211, 220, 341,  345, 816, 817, 860, 862, 865 


Report  of  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into  Missouri,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  25, 

1863  205 


Porter,  Joseph  J.  Mentioned 

Portis,  W.  N.  Mentioned 

Portlock,  E.  E.,  jr.  Mentioned 

Post,  Captain.  Mentioned 

Potter,  Augustus  O.  Mentioned 

Potter,  Luther  D. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Rogers 

Court-martial  in  case  of  mutiny  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  Oct.  22,  1863 

Disability  removed 

Mentioned - 

Pound,  J ohn.  Mentioned 

Powell,  B.  S.  Mentioned 

Powell,  Hiram.  Mentioned 

Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862. 

Addresses  to  troops. 

Herron,  Francis  J 

Hindman,  T.  C 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Union  troops 

Communications  from 

Blunt,  James  G 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 

Herron,  Francis  J 

Hindman,  T.  C 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 

Marmaduke,  J.  S 

Congratulatory  orders.  Blunt 

Reports  of 

Abbey,  Frederick  J 

Backof,  Frank 

Bassett,  Owen  A 

Bertram,  Henry 

Black,  John  Charles 

Blunt,  James  G - 

Borris,  Herman . 

Brawner,  Milton  H 

Bunner,  Lafayette 

Burrows,  Amos  L 

Clark,  John  G.  **.*•..*...«*.  ...... 


433 

434,  435,  540, 736 

904 

618 

364 


708 

....  716-718 

721 

710, 716-721 
181, 185, 186 
501, 508, 523 
831 


108 

83 

84-86 

78, 80,  82,  144 

84 

. 820,  826,829 
...  77,80,81 

146 

81 

82 

119 

128 

94 

127 

113 

...  69-71,83 

112 

113 

113 

137 

.......  Ill 
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Prairie  Grove,  Ark 

Reports  of 

Cloud,  William  F. 

Crump,  R.  P 

Curtis,  Samuel  R . . 
Dye,  William  McE 
Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 

Foust,  Joseph 

Gower,  James  O 


Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862— Continued. 


91 
157 
*,  69 
114 
97 
136 
126 


Herron,  Francis 


j 100-102,105 


Hindman,  Thomas  C 

Hopkins,  Henry 

Huston,  Daniel,  jr... 

Kent,  Daniel 

Leake,  Joseph  B 

MacDonald,  Emmett 

McNulta,  John 

Marmaduke,  John  S. 
Miller,  William  H . - - 
Monroe,  J.  C 
Montgomery, 


138 
96 
108 

134 
120 
154 
132 
146 
127 
153 

Samuel 422 

98 

123 
129 

99 
86 

135 
148 

93 
88 
157 

124 
91 

156 


Operations  in,  Nov.  25,  1862-JVot*. 


Moonlight,  Thomas 

Murphy,  David 

Orme,  William  W 

Rabb,  JohnW 

Richardson,  John  M 

Root,  R - 

Shelby,  Joseph  O 

Wattles,  Stephen  H 

Weer,  William 

West,  Henry  C - 

Wickersham,  Dudley 

Williams,  Henry  H 

Young,  M.  L 

See  also  Missouri,  Department  of  the 
15,  1863.  Report  of  Halleck. 

Pratt,  Alexander  M.  Mentioned 442>  443 

Pratt,  Ezekiel.  Mentioned 818>  862>  863 

Pratt,  Frank  H.  Mentioned 359’  369 

Pratt,  J.  H. 

Mentioned 303,539,540,  735,  736,  739 

Report  of  engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche,  Ark.,  Sept.  10,  1863 - 542 

Prentiss,  Benjamin  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 384 

Porter,  David  394 

Mentioned H,21,  236,  304,  384,  390,  399,  402 

Reports  of 

Helena,  Ark. 

Attack  on,  July  4,  1863 385-387 

Expedition  from,  March  6-10, 1863 239 

Napoleon,  Ark.  Expedition  to  near,  May  23-26,  1863 339 

President,  C.  S.  See  Jefferson  Davis. 
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President,  U.  S.  See  Abraham,  Lincoln . 

Preston,  Mr.  Mentioned., g62 

Preston,  William  J. 

Mentioned 245,  297-299,  301,  527,  534,  731 

Report  of  scout  to  Patterson,  Mo.,  Aug.  — , 1863  545 

Preuitt,  Valentine. 

Mentioned 570,  743,  765, 766 

Report  of  attack  on  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  Nov.  29-30, 1863 763 

Preuzner,  Frederick.  Mentioned 261 

Price,  Celsus.  Mentioned 4X6 

Price,  Sterling. 

Assignments  to  command 3}5 

Correspondence  with 

Bowen,  John  S 906 

Dobbin,  Archibald  S 525 

Frost,  D.  M 544 

Mentioned 14,16,18,20- 

22, 24, 25, 27, 33, 253, 267, 277, 304, 305,  318,  320,  339, 342, 384-389, 392,  400, 
407, 409-412, 420, 425, 428, 439, 446, 474, 477,  479-483, 496, 523-526, 529,  530, 
540, 543, 583, 604, 607, 667, 670,  671,  756,  770, 771, 773-775, 789,  865, 898, 906 
Reports  of 

Helena,  Ark.  Attack  on,  July  4,  1863  413 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  Operations,  July  24-Sept.  25,  1863,  during  advance 

upon,  etc 520 

Price,  William  C.  Mentioned 901,902 

Price,  William  M.  Mentioned 737 

Priest,  Albert  G.  Mentioned 894 

Princeton,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  8, 1863.  See  Little  Rock,  Ark.  Reconnais- 
sance from,  Dec.  5-13,  1863. 

Pritchard,  Levi.  Mentioned 3? 

Pritchett,  James  M.  Mentioned... 388,390-39*2 

Proctor,  Captain.  Mentioned 72> 

Prouty,  Cheney.  Mentioned !. 399 

Provence,  D.  Mentioned 143 

Public  Property.  Action  touching.  Resolution  of  General  Assembly  of  Ar- 
kansas  901 

Pugh,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned 625,706 

Pulliam, . Mentioned 343, 344,  442 

Pulliam,  J.  F.  Mentioned 736 

Pulliam’s,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  25,  1863.  See  Centreville,  Mo.  Attack  on, 

Dec.  23-25,  1863. 

Purcell,  Mr.  Mentioned 617 

Purington,  George  A.  Mentioned 837 

Quantrill,  W.  C. 

Mentioned 16, 17, 37, 42, 318, 320, 332,  335, 

547, 572, 576-583, 585-593, 610, 612,  619,  625,  626, 689, 691, 697-699, 779, 793 

Report  of  action  at  Baxter  Springs,  Kans.,  Oct.  6,  1863  700 

Queen,  Oscar  B.  Mentioned 643 

Quigg,  M.  Mentioned 90,91 

Quinby,  Isaac  F.  Mentioned 230 

Quincy,  Mo.  Affair  at,  Sept.  4,  1863.  Reports  of 

Philips,  John  F 609 

Wakefield,  Thomas  A .... 610 
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Rabb,  John  W. 

Mentioned  47, 75,  77, 90,  650, 652 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7, 1862... 99 

Rafter,  John.  Mentioned 609,610 

Ragsdale,  Christopher  C.  Mentioned 620 

Rainey,  Sergeant.  Mentioned 183 

Rains,  James  S.  Mentioned 836 

Rainwater,  Charles  C.  Mentioned 198, 528 

Ramsey,  Alexander.  Mentioned 909 

Ramsey,  William  B.  Mentioned 214 

Randal,  Horace.  Mentioned 904 

Randall,  H.  S. 

Mentioned 732 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Benton,  Ark.,  Dec.  1,  1863 767 

Randolph,  Joseph.  Mentioned 893 

Ransom,  Wyllis  C. 

Mentioned 592, 593,  596, 893 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Big  Creek,  near  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo.,  May  15,  1863.. ..  332 

Ranson,  John.  Mentioned 771 

Rapp,  Benjamin.  Mentioned 335, 336 

Rathbun,  George  S.  Mentioned 80,  148 

Rathburn,  E.  G.  Mentioned 764,  765 

Rawlins,  John  A.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  XJ.  S.  Grant. 

Ray,  J.  Mentioned 660 

Raymond,  H.  C.  Mentioned 163, 164 

Raynor,  William  H.  Mentioned 692 

Read,  Horatio  N.  F.  Mentioned 813,814 

Reardon,  S.  B.  Mentioned 143 

Reber,  V.  B.  S. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Rogers 708 

Dismissed  the  service  of  the  United  States 718 

Mentioned 709-711,718 

Rector,  W.  F.  Mentioned  412, 419,  442 

Reed,  Herbert.  Mentioned 482, 506 

Reed,  J.  Mentioned 583 

Reed,  John  H.  Mentioned 505,506 

Reed,  Moses.  Mentioned 401 

Reed,  R.  M.  Mentioned 401 

Reed,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned 895 

Reeder,  Benjamin  A.  Mentioned .' 166,233 

Reeder,  F.  W.  Report  of  scouts  and  skirmishes  in  and  about  Mingo  Swamp, 

Mo.,  Feb.  2-13, 1863  225 

Reed’s  Bridge,  Ark.  Action  at,  Aug.  27, 1863.  See  Meto,  Bayou. 

Reed’s  Mountain,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  6,  1862.  Reports  of 

Huntoon,  Joel 65 

Moore,  Amaziah 64 

See  also  Cane  Hill , Ark.  Operations  about , Dec.  4-6,  1862. 

Reid, . Mentioned 320 

Reid,  John.  Mentioned 416 

Reierson,  J.  H.  Mentioned 461 

Reiff,  A.  V.  Mentioned 607 

Remiatte,  Louis.  Mentioned 95 

Renick,  Archibald.  Mentioned 822 
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Rennison,  Henry  J.  Mentioned 761 

Reves,  Timothy. 

Mentioned 273, 344, 345, 347, 46G,  487, 545, 880, 741, 742, 766 

Report  of  affair  near  Patterson,  Mo.,  May  — , 1863 342 

Reynolds,  D.  H.  Mentioned 751 

Reynolds,  R.  M.  Mentioned 126 

Rhoades,  J.  Mentioned 707 

Rhodes,  R.  M.  Mentioned 818' 

Ribble,  H.  H.  Mentioned 268, 269 

Rice,  J.  A.  Mentioned 743 

Rice,  J.  R.  Mentioned 457 

Rice,  Leach.  Mentioned 452 

Rice,  Samuel  A. 

Mentioned 388, 390, 391, 393, 397, 404, 471,  475,  476,  728,  729, 894 

Report  of  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4,  1863  395 

Rich,  Josephus  G.  Mentioned !.  114 

Richards,  C.  M.  Mentioned 523 

Richards,  Robert  B.  Mentioned 747-749 

Richardson,  John  M. 

Mentioned 72,73,820 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862  86 

Richardson,  R.  P.  Mentioned 629 

Richardson,  S.  B.  Mentioned 617 

Richey,  Captain.  Mentioned 745 

Richfield,  Clay  County,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  May  19,  1863.  Report  of  Joseph 

Schmitz 335 

Richmond,  Jonathan.  Reports  of 

DevalFs  Bluff,  Ark.  Skirmish  near,  Dec.  1,  1863  768 

Lawrenceville,  Ark.  Skirmish  at  Green’s  Farm,  near,  Nov.  19,  1863  758 

Richmond,  T.  W.  Mentioned.. 135 

Riddle,  Al.  Mentioned 706 

Rieff,  J.  Fen.  Mentioned 313 

Rigg,  J.  E.  Mentioned 636 

Riggs,  Rev.  Mr.  Mentioned 359 

Riggs,  R.  B.  Mentioned 550,654 

Rigsby,  Sergeant.  Mentioned 249,250 

Rily,  J ohn.  Mentioned . . 250 

Ringer,  C.  Mentioned . 786 

Ritchie,  A.  J.  Mentioned 451,783 

Ritter,  John  F. 

Mentioned 470, 476,  479, 484-487, 489, 495, 503, 509, 892 

Reports  of 

Fourche,  Bayou,  Ark.  Engagement  at,  Sept.  10,  1863 510 

Meto,  Bayou,  Ark.  Action  at,  Aug.  27,  1863 509 

Rix,  Charles  N.  Mentioned 456 

Roan,  Julia,  Steamer.  Mentioned 220 

Roane,  John  S.  Mentioned 141-143,158,170-172,903 

Roark,  Hugh.  Mentioned 162 

Robb,  Joseph  S.  Mentioned 246,306,445,751 

Robbins,  Josephus. 

Mentioned 241,764,766 

Reports  of 

Bloomfield,  Mo.  Attack  on,  Nov.  29-30,  1863 764 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  Scout  from,  Oct.  26-No v.  12, 1863 741 
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Roberson,  Colonel.  Mentioned 701 

Roberts,  Captain.  Mentioned 670 

Roberts,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 313 

Roberts,  O.  M.  Mentioned 904 

Roberts,  Westley.  Mentioned - 152 

Roberts,  William.  Mentioned 783 

Robertson,  James  C.  Mentioned 670 

Robertson,  James  G.  Mentioned 651,702 

Robinson,  Ezra  W.  Mentioned 451 

Robinson,  John  H.  Mentioned 443 

Robinson,  S.  A.  Mentioned 461 

Robinson,  W.  C.  Mentioned 419 

Robinson,  William  P.  Mentioned 894 

Rocheport,  Mo.  Skirmishes  near. 

June  1,  1863.  Reports  of 

Bartholow,  Thomas  J ... 343 

Green,  Clark  H 343 

Williams,  John  F 344 

June  18,  1863.  Report  of  Odon  Guitar 373 

Rocket,  Steamer.  Mentioned 886,887 

Rockwell,  George.  Mentioned 110 

Roderick,  S.  F.  Mentioned 130,131,135 

Rodgers,  B.  F.  Mentioned 541 

Rodgers,  G.  C.  Mentioned 541 

Roecker,  Albert.  Mentioned 37 

Rogan,  J.  W.  Mentioned 419 

Rogers,  James  N.  Mentioned 611 

Rogers,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Burross,  E.  J 708 

Crockett,  William  H 708 

Fisk,  Clinton  B 709 

Hiller,  H.  M 709 

Paynter,  John  H 708 

Potter,  Luther  D 708 

Reber,  V.  B.  S 708 

Mentioned 484,491, 494,  495, 570, 709, 719, 765 

Reports  of 

Bloomfield,  Mo.  Mutiny  at,  Oct.  22,  1863 707 

Round  Ponds,  near  Castor  River,  Mo.  Affair  at,  Aug.  1, 1863 466, 467 

Rogers,  N.  T.  Mentioned 568 

Rolla,  District  of.  Special  Orders,  series  1863:  No.  186,  747;  5th  Mo.  State 
Mil.,  No.  43,  747. 

Roller,  John.  Mentioned 785 

Rollow,  P.  J.  Mentioned 537 

Romeo,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 218 

Root,  George  W.  Mentioned 86 

Root,  Richard. 

Mentioned 131,134,185,187 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7, 1862 135 

Rose,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 218 

Rose  Douglass,  Steamer.  Mentioned 171, 172 

Rose,  Augustine  D.  Mentioned 889 

Rose,  George.  Mentioned 241 
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Rose,  G.  C.  Mentioned 227 

Rosecrans,  William  S.  Mentioned ; 13,25,327,575,678 

Roseman,  James. 

Mentioned 223, 308 

Report  of  scouts  from  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  March  29-April  5,  1863 246 

Ross,  E.  G.  Mentioned 99 

Ross,  James  H.  Mentioned 613 

Ross,  Joseph  C.  Mentioned 134 

Ross,  J.  T.  Mentioned 579 

Ross,  Leonard  F. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 20 

Mentioned 14, 20, 390, 440, 475 

Rouell,  Lyman  D.  Report  of  skirmish  at  Texas  Prairie,  Mo.,  Aug.  29, 1863..  600 

Rouie,  Peter  J.  Mentioned 133 

Round  Ponds,  near  Castor  River,  Mo.  Affair  at,  Aug.  1, 1863.  Reports  of 

Ellison,  J 467 

Fisk,  Clinton  B 466 

Rogers,  John  B 466,467 

Roush,  Manner.  Mentioned 749 

Routt,  J.  L.  Mentioned 133 

Rowan,  William.  Mentioned 620 

Royster,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 204 

Ruark,  Ozias.  Report  of  scout  near  Neosho,  Mo.,  April  19-20, 1863  314 

Rucker,  Manner.  Mentioned 343,344,373 

Ruffner,  S.  T.  Mentioned 529 

Rush,  C.  W.  Mentioned 682 

Rusk,  Captain.  (Confederate.)  Mentioned 321 

Rusk,  Captain.  (Union.)  Mentioned 613 

Russell,  Surgeon.  Mentioned  ..1. . 307,309 

Russell,  Avra  P. 

Correspondence  with  Owen  A.  Bassett 61 

Mentioned 45, 48-50, 61, 62, 77, 93-95 

Russell,  Bruce.  See  Bobert  B.  Bichards. 

Rutherford,  Noel  G.  Mentioned 224 

Ruthven,  John  B.  Mentioned 423 

Ryan,  A.  H.  Mentioned 479 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.  Attack  on,  Sept.  8,  1863.  See  reports  of  Smith,  pp.  25, 27. 

Sadler,  J.  O.  Mentioned 608 

Saint  Charles,  Ark.  Capture  of,  Jan.  13,  1863.  See  White  Biver , Arlc.  Expe- 
dition up  the,  Jan.  13-19,  1863. 

St.  Clair,  Arthur.  Mentioned 58 

Saint  Francis  River,  Ark.  Expedition  up  the,  March  5-12, 1863.  See  Helena, 

Arlc.  Expedition  f rom  . 

Saint  Francis  Road,  near  Helena,  Ark.  Skirmish  on  the,  Dec.  23,  1862.  Re- 
port of  Willis  A.  Gorman 165 

Saint  Louis,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 216 

Saint  Louis  County  Board.  Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 810 

Saint  Louis  District. 

Carr,  Eugene  A.,  assigned  to  command  of  the 809 

Davidson,  John  W.,  relieved  from  command  of  the 809 

Orders,  General,  series  1863 : No.  4,  221. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  91,  267. 
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Salem,  Mo. 

Attack  on,  and  skirmish  near,  Sept.  13,  1863.  Reports  of 

Koch,  Charles 618 

Whybark,  Levi  E 618 

Scout  from,  and  skirmish,  July  3,  1863.  Report  of  William  C.  Bangs 383 

Scouts  from. 

April  18-21, 1863.  Report  of  Peter  Ostermayer 313 

Dec.  26-28,  1863.  Report  of  Levi  E.  Whybark 786 

Sallee,  J.  H.  Mentioned 160,161 

Sallie  List,  Steamer.  Mentioned 473 

Salomon,  Frederick. 

Mentioned 71-76, 84, 99, 390, 398, 403, 475 

Report  of  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4,  1863 392 

Sam.  Gaty,  Steamer.  Guerrilla  attack  on  the,  March  28,  1863.  Report  of 

Samuel  R.  Curtis 245 

Samuels,  John  M.  Mentioned 834 

Sanborn,  John  B.  Report  of  scout  from  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  Dec.  16-31,  1863.  779 

Sandford,  T.  B.  Mentioned 412 

Sands,  Frank  C.  Mentioned 471 

Sanford,  George  B.  Mentioned 794 

Sapp,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 348 

Satterwhite,  William  J.  Mentioned 636 

Saufley,  William  P.  Mentioned 155 

Sawyers,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 50 

Sayre,  Daniel.  Mentioned 457 

Scammon,  Charles.  Mentioned . . 479 

Scanland,  John.  Mentioned 459,462 

Scatterville,  Mo.  Scout  to,  March  24-April  1,  1863.  Report  of  William  H. 

Torrey 245 

Schaurte,  Frederick  W. 

Mentioned 316, 338, 349, 352, 450 

Report  of  engagement  at  Elk  Creek,  near  Honey  Springs,  Ind.  T.,  July  17, 

1863 451 

Schenck,  Elias  S.  Mentioned 401 

Schmitz,  Joseph.  Report  of  skirmish  near  Richfield,  Clay  County,  Mo., 

May  19,  1863..... 335 

Schoeneman,  Rudolph.  Mentioned 361 

Schofield,  John  M. 

Co-operation  with  Grant 19 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 479 

Army  Headquarters 22,793 

Blunt,  James  G 790, 792, 867 

Brown,  E.  B 790 

Crittenden,  Thomas  T 643 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 858, 872, 881, 887 

Davidson,  John  W 17,21,24,347 

Davies,  Thomas  A 747,748 

Grant,  U.  S 18, 19, 21 

Herron,  Francis  J 867 

Hurlbut,  S.  A 22 

Kansas,  Governor  of „ 576-578 

McNeil,  John 595,613 
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Schofield,  John  M.— Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Ross,  Leonard  F 20 

Saint  Louis  County  Board 810 

Mentioned 11, 20, 170, 178, 480, 483, 

572, 584, 595, 597,  C01, 603, 621, 643, 646, 654, 660, 669, 721, 722, 752,  787, 789, 
795,  802, 803,  826, 827, 830, 833,  836, 853, 858, 862, 866, 875, 888, 889, 892, 895 

Relieved  from  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier 3 

Reports  of 

Kansas.  Quan trill’s  Raid  into,  and  pursuit  by  Union  forces,  Aug.  20- 

28,186.3 572 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  Advance  of  Union  forces  upon,  Aug.  1-Sept.  14, 

1863  469 

Missouri,  Department  of  the.  Operations  in,  May  24-Dec.  10,  1863...  12 

Schriner,  Philip.  Mentioned 570 

Scott,  Ferdinand.  Mentioned 336 

Scott,  F.  M.  Mentioned 202,203 

Scott,  John.  (Confederate.)  Mentioned 306,307,311,313 

Scott,  John.  (Union.) 

Correspondence  with 

Carr,  Eugene  A 814 

Grant,  U.  S 177 

Mentioned 174-177,879,894 

Report  of  evacuation  of  New  Madrid,  Mo.,  Dec.  28,  1862  173 

Scott,  John  G.  Mentioned 721 

Scott,  Lyman,  jr.  Mentioned 46,77 

Scott,  O.  H.  P.  Correspondence  with  Samuel  Walker 341 

Scott’s  Ford,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  14,  1863.  See  Shelby’s  Raid. 

Scudder,  Thomas  W. 

Mentioned 724 

Report  of  action  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  Oct.  25,  1863 726 

Scullyville,  Ind.  T.  Skirmishes  at  and  near,  Aug.  30-31,  1863.  See  report  of 
Cabell , p.  604. 

Scurry,  William  R.  Mentioned 439,898 

Searle,  E.  J.  Mentioned 223,306,308 

Sebecker,  Quartermaster-Sergeant.  Mentioned 164 

Seckel,  R.  Mentioned.. 235 

Sedalia,  Mo. 

Gentry,  William,  assigned  to  command  of  post  of 636 

Scout  from,  Aug.  25-28,  1863.  Report  of  John  F.  Philips 596 

Seddon,  James  A.  Mentioned 406,409,897,906 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department , C.  S. 

Selle,  F.  W.  Mentioned 652 

Sells,  Lewis.  Mentioned 241,570,741,742,893 

Sessions,  D.  Mentioned 335 

Shaddock,  Richard  J.  Mentioned 429 

Shaler,  J.  R.  Mentioned 903 

Shallow  Ford,  Bayou  Meto,  Ark. 

Skirmish  at,  Aug.  30,  1863.  See  Little  RocJc,  Ark.  Advance  of  Union  forces 
upon,  Aug.  1 -Sept.  14,  1863.  Reports  of 


Davidson,  John  W.  Newton,  Robert  C. 

Skirmish  near,  Sept.  2, 1863.  See  Little  Rock , Ark.  Advance  of  Union  forces 
■upon,  Aug.  1-Sept.  14,  1863.  Report  of 
Gordon,  B.  Frank. 

150, 152, 202-204, 289, 290, 528, 671-673, 675, 677 


Shanks,  David.  Mentioned 
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Shannon,  E.  Z.  Mentioned 552 

Shannon,  R.  J.  Mentioned 511 

Sharman,  C.  H.  Mentioned 399 

Shattuck,  S.  Mentioned 562,504 

Shattuck,  Warren  C.  Mentioned 204 

Shaver, . Mentioned 759 

Shaver,  R.  G.  Mentioned 142, 143, 172, 248, 903 

Shaw,  Elvis  P.  Mentioned 506, 892 

Shaw,  William  T.  Mentioned..- 894 

Shelby,  Joseph  O. 

Mentioned 16,17,42,53,54,59,60,64,80,87,140-143,146- 

148,  156-158, 186, 190, 195-199, 209-211, 250, 264, 285-291, 293, 296-298, 300, 
301, 303, 409, 412, 436-439, 523, 526, 527, 623-626, 629, 632, 633, 635, 638, 640- 
643,  645,  649-654, 656-659, 662-664, 667, 670, 678, 686, 745, 770, 771, 778, 904 
Reports  of 

Cane  Hill,  Ark.  Engagement  at,  Nov.  28,  1862 55 

Missouri.  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  25, 1863. . . 199 

Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862  148 

Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26, 1863 670 

Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Bishop,  A.  W 660 

Edwards,  John 660 

Schofield,  John  M 643 

Map  showing  route,  etc 679 

Reports  of 

Allen,  John  D 658,659 

Brown,  Egbert  B 622-626 

Brown,  Richard  H 664 

Crittenden,  Thomas  T 642,643 

Edwards,  John 652-654 

Eno,  Edward  B 658 

Ewing,  Thomas,  jr 662,663 

Foster,  Emory  S 647 

Gentry,  William 636 

Hall,  George  H....„ 633 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue 660 

Holland,  Colly  B 669 

Hopkins,  De  Witt  C 661 

Kelly,  George  W 635 

King,  Austin  A.,  jr 655, 656 

Lazear,  Bazel  F 629, 633 

McAfee,  Charles  B 656 

McNeil,  John 648-650 

Morgan.  Wick 659 

# Morton,  Quin 668 

Philips,  John  F 638 

Shelby,  Joseph  O 670 

Stall,  Henry  V 657,658 

Yarnell,  H.  A 647 

See  also  report  of  Schofield , p.  16. 

Sheldon’s  Place,  Barren  Fork,  Ind.  T.  Skirmish  near,  Dec.  18, 1863.  Re- 
port of  Alexander  C.  Spilman 781 

Sheppard,  Charles. 

Mentioned 183 
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Sheppard,  Charles— Continued. 

Reports  of 

Bennett’s  Bayou,  Mo.  Scout  ou,  and  skirmishes,  Aug.  23, 18G3 594 

Dade  County,  Mo.  Skirmish  in,  July  24,  18G3 463 

Stockton,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  July  11,1863 445 

Sheppard,  Henry.  Mentioned 182, 183, 185, 187, 594 

Sherman,  William  T. 

Assignments  to  command 857 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 830 

Gorman,  Willis  A 829 

Mentioned 19 

20,  26,  212,  819,  829,  830,  835,  836,  839,851,852,857,858,872,882,884-887 

Sherwood,  Mr.  Mentioned 375 

Sherwood,  Mo. 

Destruction  of,  May  19,  1863.  See  Creek  Agency , Ind.  T.  Scout  from,  May 
6-19, 1863. 

Scout  to,  and  skirmishes,  May  5-9,  1863.  Report  of  Charles  W.  Blair 320 

Skirmishes  near. 

March  9,  1863.  See  Newton  and  Jasper  Counties,  Mo.  Operations  in, 

March  5-13, 1863. 

May  18, 1863.  Report  of  Edward  A.  Smith 322 

See  also  Creek  Agency,  Ind.  T.  Scout  from,  May  6-19,  1863. 

Shibley,  Samuel.  Mentioned 893 

Shindler,  L.  Mentioned 153 

Shinn,  George  W.  Mentioned 335 

Shipman,  Stephen  V.  Mentioned 287, 301 

Shiras,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 107 

Shively,  Henry.  Mentioned 849 

Shoal  Creek,  Mo.  Scout  to,  Nov.  — , 1863.  See  Neosho,  Mo.  Scout  from. 

Shoemaker,  C.  B.  Mentioned 396 

Shoup,  Francis  A.  Mentioned 141-143,155,158,170,903 

Shoup,  George  L.  Report  of  skirmish  near  Squirrel  Creek  Crossing,  Colo., 

April  11, 1863  249 

Shoup,  James  C.  Mentioned 55,57 

Shram,  Joseph.  Mentioned 683 

Shunk,  David.  Mentioned 890 

Sibley,  Henry  H.  (Confederate.)  Mentioned 898,899 

Sibley,  Henry  H.  (Union.) 

Assignments  to  command 788 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 880 

Elliott,  Washington  L 815,819 

Lincoln,  Abraham 837, 880 

Mentioned 12, 3G1-3G3, 556-558, 560, 565, 567, 788, 816, 826, 896 

Reports  of  Sioux  Expedition,  Dakota,  June  16-Sept.  13,  1863...  352, 907-910, *912 
Sibley,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  and  destruction  of,  June  23,  1863.  Reports  of 

Ewing,  Thomas, jr 375 

Elagg,  Samuel  A 376 

Sidner,  Thomas  A.  Mentioned 817,818 

Sigel,  Albert.  Mentioned 895 

Silver  Moon,  Steamer.  Mentioned 384 

Simeral,  J.  M.  Mentioned 126 

Sims,  W.  L.  Mentioned 608 

Sinclair,  Major.  Mentioned 701 
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Sink,  George  B.  Mentioned 100,769 

Sinking  Creek,  Mo.  Scout  to,  April  18-21,  1863.  See  Salem , Mo.  Scout  from. 

Sioux  Expedition,  Dakota,  June  16-Sept.  13,  1863.  Reports  of 

Baker,  James  H 369 

Crooks,  William 361 

McPliaill,  Samuel 359 

Marshall,  William  R 364, 366 

Sibley,  Henry  H ..  352,907-910,912 

Skelton,  J.  N.  Mentioned 595 

Sketches,  Diagrams,  etc. 

Fourche,  Bayou,  Ark.  Engagement  at,  Sept.  10,  1863 493,515 

Helena,  Ark.  Attack  on,  July  4,  1863  394 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  Field-works  in  vicinity  of 478 

Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26, 1863 679 

Skinner,  William  A.  Mentioned.... 343 

Slack,  James  ft.  Mentioned 892 

Sladek,  Henry.  Mentioned 264 

Slaughter,  H.  M.  Mentioned  » 416 

Slaughter,  T.  S.  Mentioned 361, 363 

Slaves  and  Slave  Property. 

Communications  from  Samuel  R.  Curtis 868 

References  to 16,  40, 797, 799, 800, 84 1-843, 845-850, 876 

Slayback,  A.  W.  Mentioned 148,198 

Sleepy  Eyes.  Mentioned / 867 

Slighter,  J.  Mentioned 595 

Sloan,  H.  C.  Mentioned  .-.  301 

Slocum,  Elias.  Mentioned 248 

Smart,  Edwin. 

Correspondence  with  John  W.  Davidson 254 

Mentioned 254,  272,  273,  279, 286,  894 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Patterson,  Mo.,  April  20,  1863  ' 263 

Smart,  Thomas.  Mentioned • 204 

Smith,  . Mentioned 743 

Smith,  Captain.  (Acting  commissary.)  Mentioned 608 

Smith,  Captain.  (E.  M.  Militia.)  Mentioned 581 

Smith,  Captain.  (Guerrilla.)  Mentioned 249 

Smith,  Adam  B.  Mentioned 391,  401 

Smith,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned 857 

Smith,  D.  Mentioned 533,545 

Smith,  D.  B.  Mentioned 64 

Smith,  Edward  A. 

Mentioned.... 448,451 

Reports  of 

Elk  Creek,  near  Honey  Springs,  Ind.  T.  Engagement  at,  July  17,  1863.  454 

Sherwood,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  May  18,  1863  322 

Smith,  E.  Kirby. 

Assignments  to  command 2,3 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 288,  408 

Blair,  W.  B 408 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 407 

Steele,  William : 609 

Mentioned 20,  26,  407, 409,  472,  474,  481-483, 521,  770,  773,  775, 816,  818 
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Smith,  E.  Kirby— Continued. 

Reports  of 

Helena,  Ark.  Attack  on,  July  4,  18G3 406 

Trans-Mississippi  Dept.  Operations  in,  March  7,  1863-Feb.  21,  1864..  24,26 

Smith,  Ellery  P.  Mentioned 487 

Smith,  Fry.  Mentioned 219 

Smith,  George  I.  Mentioned 446 

Smith,  George  W.  R.  Mentioned 307,756 

Smith,  Hiram.  Mentioned 817 

Smith,  Jesse.  Mentioned 697 

Smith,  J.  F.  Mentioned 435 

Smith,  J.  Nelson. 

Mentioned 380 

Report  of  engagement  at  Elk  Creek,  Ind.  T.,  July  17,  1863 455 

Smith,  John.  Mentioned 736,737 

Smith,  John  H.  Mentioned 373 

Smith,  Josiah  C.  Report  of  scouts  from  Waynesville,  Mo.,  June  20-23,1863.  374 

Smith,  L.  B.  Mentioned ■ .• 369 

Smith,  Loammi  M.  Mentioned 86 

Smith,  Morgan  L.  Mentioned 857 

Smith,  M.  W.  Mentioned 57, 149, 151, 204, 291, 528 

Smith,  Newton  J.  Mentioned 892 

Smith,  R.  Mentioned 40 

Smith,  Randall.  Mentioned 307 

Smith,  R.  H.  Mentioned 148, 197, 198, 209, 412, 437, 438 

Smith,  Robert.  Mentioned 465 

Smith,  R.  W.  Mentioned 698,699 

Smith,  S.  N.  Mentioned 611 

Smith,  Tuck.  Mentioned 702 

Smith,  Wilson.  Mentioned 749 

Smith,  W.  J.  Mentioned 432 

Smithson,  S.  Mentioned 702 

Snead,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned 416 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Sterling  Price. 

Snelling,  George  T.  Mentioned 503, 506 

Snider,  R.  M.  Mentioned 523 

Snook,  Peter.  Mentioned 57 

Snow,  F.  E.  Mentioned 364 

Sokalski,  George  O.  Mentioned 479 

Sommer,  F.  Mentioned 394 

So-nuk-mik-ko,  Captain.  Mentioned 455 

Southeastern  Missouri.  See  Missouri,  Southeastern. 

Southwestern  Army.  (Confederate.) 

Constituted 2 

Extended  to  embrace  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department 3 

Smith,  E.  Kirby,  assigned  to  command  of  the 2 

Southwestern  District  of  Missouri.  See  Missouri,  Southwestern  District  of. 

Spaight,  Mr.  Mentioned 862 

Spain, . Mentioned 224 

Spangler,  Samuel.  Mentioned 893 

Spedden,  R.  R.  Mentioned v.  838 

Speight,  J.  W.  Mentioned 29,31,32,439,904 

Spencer,  R.  Mentioned 412 

Spicely,  William  T.  Mentioned 218,892 
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Spilman,  Alexander  C. 

Mentioned 238 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Sheldon’s  Place,  Barren  Fork,  Ind.  Ty  Dec.  18, 1863.  781 

Spires,  Mr.  Mentioned 892 

Splane,  Jack.  Mentioned 697 

Sprague,  J.  M.  Mentioned 486, 487 

Springfield,  Mo. 

Engagement  at,  Jan.  8,  1863. 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Union  troops 181 

Communications  from 

Crabb,  Benj  amin - 213 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 479 

Reports  of 

Brown,  Egbert  B 179>  180 

Crabb,  Benjamin * 183 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 178 

Holland,  Colly  B 182 

See  also  Missouri.  MarmaduTce’s  Expedition  into , Dec.  31,  1862-Jaw.  25, 

1863.  Deports  of 

Bennett,  G.  W.  C.  Marmaduke,  John  S.  Shelby,  Joseph  O. 

Expeditions  from. 

Sept.  7-19,  1863.  Report  of  M.  La  Rue  Harrison 614 

Nov.  10-18,  1863.  Report  of  Austin  A.  King,  jr 755 

Spring  River  Mills,  Mo.  Scout  to,  and  skirmishes,  Aug.  6-11,  1863.  Report 

of  Richard  Murphy 547 

Squirrel  Creek  Crossing,  Colo.  Skirmish  near,  April  11,  1863.  Report  of 

George  L.  Shoup 249 

Stafford, . Mentioned 148 

Stall,  Henry  V.  Reports  of  Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26,  1863  657, 658 

Stallard,  D.  R.  Mentioned 528 

Standing  Buffalo.  Mentioned 910,912 

Stange,  Gustave.  Mentioned 277, 470, 489, 496, 498, 499, 505, 507, 890 

Stanhope,  Benjamin  C.  Mentioned 837 

Stanley,  Captain.  Mentioned 79 

Stanton,  Cornelius  A.  Mentioned 317 

Stanton, . Mentioned 828 


For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department , TJ.  S. 

Stark,  D.  D.  Mentioned 669 

Stark,  W.  H.  Mentioned 877 

Starr,  H,  A.  Mentioned 128 

Stauber,  Adolphus.  Mentioned 268, 269 

Steele,  Frederick. 

Assignments  to  command * 14 

Congratulatory  orders.  Action  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  Oct.  25,  1863  722 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R - 793,820 

Davidson,  John  488 

Grant,  U.  483,819,S30 

Mentioned H>  ^4’ 49> 22-24, 27, 

37,  102,  243, 469, 470, 478, 479, 484, 486, 487, 503, 514, 518, 524, 575, 579, 584, 
603,  604,  722, 728, 752, 788, 790, 793, 804, 819, 820, 827, 830, 831, 835, 840, 857 
Reports  of 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  Advance  of  Union  forces  ;:pon,  Aug.  1-Sept.  14, 

1863 472-474,479 

Pine  Biuff,  Ark.  Action  at,  Oct.  25;  1863  .......  f f 722 
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Steele,  William. 

Correspondence  with  E.  Kirby  Smith GOO 

Mentioned  . . - 221, 312, 3 LG,  439, 445, 520, 521, 597, 598, 601, 602, 604-608, 771, 772, 905 

Relieved  from  command  of  the  Indian  Territory 23 

Reports  of 

Indian  Territory.  Operations  in,  Jan.  8,  1863-Feb.  15,  1864  28 

Perry  ville,  lnd.  T.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  26,  1863  599 

Steen,  Alexander  E.  Mentioned 69, 70, 76, 87, 101, 827, 903 

Steger,  James  H.  Mentioned 187 

Steinmetz,  S.  W.  Mentioned 343 

Stengle,  H.  D.  Mentioned 204 

Stephani,  Charles.  Mentioned 471 

Stephens,  Jack.  Mentioned. 746 

Stephens,  James  L.  Mentioned 834 

Stephens,  Miles.  Mentioned 746 

Stephens,  Thomas.  Mentioned 215,  892 

Stephenson,  A.  F.  Mentioned 419 

Stephenson,  Marshall  L.  Mentioned 702 

Stevens,  A.  H.  Mentioned 363,365,367,368 

Stevens,  Edward  R.  Report  of  engagement  at  Elk  Creek,  near  Honey 

Springs,  lnd.  T.,  July  17,  1863 453 

Stevens,  J.  G.  Mentioned 903 

Stevens,  Joshua.  Mentioned 588 

Stevenson,  John  D.  Mentioned 481 

Stewart,  A.  C.  Mentioned 134 

Stewart,  Archibald  E.  Mentioned 134 

Stewart,  James.  Mentioned 461 

Stewart,  John  E. 

Correspondence  with  James  G.  Blunt 813 

Mentioned 319,  334, 380-382, 893 

Stierlin,  C.  Mentioned 548 

Stimpson,  William  M.  Mentioned 883-885 

Stipp,  John  M.  Mentioned 133 

Stirman,  Has.  Mentioned 603,750,751 

Stith,  Mr.  Mentioned 375 

Stockstill,  Thomas.  Mentioned 123 

Stockton,  Mo.  Skirmishes  at. 

July  11,  1863.  Report  of  Charles  Sheppard 445 

Oct.  5,  1863.  See  Shelby’s  Raid. 

Stockton,  Job  B.  Mentioned 889 

Stockton,  Richard  R.  Mentioned 814 

Stockton,  William.  Mentioned 463 

Stonaker,  W.  Mentioned 185 

Stone  County,  Mo.  Skirmish  in,  May  9,  1863.  Report  of  William  F.  Cloud..  323 

Stone,  William  M.  Mentioned 895 

Stoneman,  George.  Mentioned 327 

Stony  Lake,  Dak.  Action  at,  July  28,  1863.  See  Sioux  Expedition,  Dakota, 

June  1 6-Sept.  13,  1863. 

Story,  George  P.  Mentioned 878 

Story,  Jesse.  Mentioned 747-749 

Story,  Oscar  F.  Mentioned 336 

Story,  William.  Mentioned 746 

Stout,  Nathan  L.  Mentioned 893 

Stover,  E.  S.  Mentioned..  43,44,47,49,  50, 62, 63, 75, 77, 89, 90, 92, 94,95,  G51, 771, 778 
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Strachan,  William  R. 

Correspondence  with 

New  York  Times.  Editor  of 861 

Porter,  Josepli  C 817 

Mentioned 260,818,860 

Street,  Joseph  M.  Mentioned 344 

Strickland,  E.  Mentioned 440 

Strong,  Frank.  Mentioned 308 

Strong,  W.  K.  Mentioned 176,177 

Stroud’s  Store,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  23, 1863.  See  Fayetteville,  Ark.  Scout 
from,  Dec.  16-31,  1863. 

Stuart,  James. 

Mentioned 125, 220, 223, 227, 228, 484, 496, 501, 502, 504-506, 890 

Reports  of 

Arkansas  River.  Scout  to,  Feb.  5-12,  1863 228 

Fourche,  Bayou,  Ark.  Engagement  at,  Sept.  10,  1863  506 

Huntsville,  Ark.  Expedition  to,  Dec.  21-23,  1862 165 

Van  Buren,  Ark.  Scout  to,  Jan.  23-27,  1863 221 

Stumptown,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  2,  1863.  Report  of  Alexander  W.  Mul- 
lins  544 

Sublett,  W.  C.  Mentioned 313 

Suess,  Henry. 

Mentioned 627,629,639 

Report  of  scout  to  White  River,  Mo.,  April  1-5,  1863 248 

Sugar  Creek  Hills,  Mo.  Operations  in  the,  Dec.  23-31,  1862.  Report  of  Ed- 
ward B.  Eno 166 

Sugg,  Tom,  Steamer.  Mentioned 479,483,484,511 

Sullivan,  Mr.  Mentioned 621 

Sullivan,  James.  Mentioned 87,895 

Sully,  Alfred. 

Mentioned 12, 357, 564-566, 611, 908, 910, 913 

Report  of  expedition  against  Indians  in  Dakota,  Aug.  13-Sept.  11,  1863  ..  555 

Summers,  F.  Mentioned * 479 

Sumner,  Edwin  V.  Assignments  to  command 3 

Sutton,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 758 

Swan,  Simeon  D.  Mentioned 892 

Swasey,  Hiram  H.  Mentioned 241 

Sweet,  George  H.  Mentioned 904 

Swindells,  J.  H.  Mentioned 44 1 

Switzler,  T.  A.  Mentioned 629 

Switzler’s  Mill,  Chariton  County,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  July  12,  1863.  Re- 
port of  Henry  S.  Glaze 446 

Syracuse,  Mo. 

Skirmish  at,  Oct.  10,  1863.  See  Slielbfs  Faid. 

Skirmish  near,  Oct.  5,  1863.  Reports  of 

Box,  Richard  M 687 

Crittenden,  Thomas  T 686 

Taffe,  J.  Mentioned 566 

Taggart,  Grantham  J.  Mentioned. 887 

Talbot,  James  B. 

Correspondence  with  Powell  Clayton 724 

Mentioned 724 

Tallahatchee  River,  Miss.  Expedition  to  the,  Dec.  24,  1862.  Communica- 
tions from  Willis  A.  Gorman 859, 879 
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Tappan,  J.  C.  Mentioned 439,  479, 480, 485, 487, 520-522, 543, 544, 776 

Tappan,  J.  E.  Mentioned 689, 690, 692, 693, 695 

Tate, . Mentioned 156 

Tattersall,  W.  K.  Mentioned 361 

Taylor,  Captain.  Mentioned 443 

Taylor,  A.  M.  Mentioned 135 

Taylor,  Clay.  Mentioned 416 

Taylor,  Francis.  Mentioned 684 

Taylor,  Fed.  Mentioned 746 

Taylor,  John  .P.  Mentioned 467 

Taylor,  Oscar.*  Mentioned 355,362 

Taylor,  Richard.  Mentioned 24-27,899 

Taylor’s  Creek,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  May  11,  1863. 

“ Record  of  Events,”  Second  Cavalry  Brigade,  Thirteenth  Army  Corps 323 

Reports  of 

Carter,  George  W .. 327 

Marmaduke,  John  S 323 

Taylor’s  Farm,  on  the  Little  Blue,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  1,  1863.  Report 

of  Charles  F.  Coleman 465 

Teed,  William  J.  Mentioned «. 470,758,768 

Tefft,  Jonathan  E.  Mentioned 308, 614, 615 

Templeton,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned 249 

Templin,  W.  D.  Mentioned 511 

Ten  Broeck,  Edward  P.  Mentioned 558 

Tennessee,  Army  of  the.  (Union.) 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  Corps,  16th,  No.  10,  232. 

Re-enforcements  for 10,13 

Tennessee,  Department  of  the.  (Union.) 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from  U.  S.  Grant 19 

Orders,  General,  series  1862 : No.  14, 857. 

Troops  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  operating  on  the  Mississippi 

embodied  in  the 2, 857 

Tennessee  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Cavalry— Regiments  : Richardson’s,  230. 

Tenney,  Marcus  D.  Mentioned 75-77,89-91 

Texas  Prairie,  Mo.  Skirmish  at,  Aug.  29, 1863.  Report  of  Lyman  D.  Rouell.  600 
Texas  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Daniel’s,  904;  Haldeman’s,  904;  Howell’s, 


34,903;  Lee’s,  458-460,462;  Pratt’s,  286,300-302,324,325,523-525,539, 

542, 543, 735,  737-739. 

Cavalry — Battalions  : Gould’s,  904  ; Guess’,  903  ; Randolph’s,  903.  Com- 
panies: Gillett’s,  458-460, 462;  Johnson’s,  524;  McKie’s,738;  Morgan’s, 

288,  302,  539, 540, 738 ; Scanland’s,  458, 459, 462, 874.  Regiments  : 1st  Par- 
tisan, 28, 29, 142, 156, 157, 171, 899, 903 ; 5th  Partisan,  32, 381, 459, 461, 462; 

12th,  307,  439,  904;  13th,  15th,  16th,  18th,  904;  19th,  288,302,904; 

20th,  29, 448, 458-462, 903  ; 21st,  286, 288, 300, 302, 324, 738, 904 ; 22d,  903 ; 

24th,  25th,  904;  27th,  381;  28th,  904;  29th,  32, 381, 450, 459, 461, 462, 

903 ; 34th,  903. 

Infantry — Regiments : .6th,  10th,  11th,  12th,  14th,  15th,  16th,  17th, 

18th,  19th,  22d,  904. 

Thacher,  Linn  K. 

Mentioned 373, 581 , 582, 592, 593 

Report  of  Quantrill’s  Raid  into  Kansas,  and  pursuit  by  Union  forces,  Aug. 

20-28,  1863 
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Thatcher,  W.  C.  Mentioned 552 

Thayer,  John  M.  Mentioned 27, 831 

Theyer,  — . Mentioned 156 

Tholt,  Captain.  Mentioned 156 

Thomas,  A.  L.  Mentioned 777 

Thomas,  James  S.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Saint  Louis  County  Board. 

Thomas,  J.  T.  Mentioned 609 

Thomas,  Lorenzo.  Mentioned 177, 479 

Thomas,  Minor  T.  Mentioned 896, 911 

Thomas,  Wyatt  C.  Mentioned 426 

Thompson,  Mr.  Mentioned - 877 

Thompson,  Charles.  Mentioned 269 

Thompson,  Charles  H.  Mentioned. 487 

Thompson,  G.  W. 

Mentioned 54-56, 149, 151, 188,  190,  199-204,  734 

Reports  of 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  Advance  upon,  capture  of,  etc.,  Aug.  1-Sept.  14, 1863.  528 

Missouri.  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into,  April  17-May  2,  1863 289 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  Action  at,  Oct.  25,  1863  732 

West  Point,  Ark.  Engagement  at,  Aug.  14, 1863 528 

Thompson,  H.  H.  Mentioned 208 

Thompson,  J.  D.  Mentioned - 433 

Thompson,  J.  N.  Mentioned 429 

Thompson,  John  A.  Mentioned 893 

Thompson,  M.  Jeff.  Mentioned 174, 

175, 240, 299, 569-571, 681, 815, 819, 829, 874, 882, 883, 885, 888 

Thompson,  Philip  A.  Mentioned 806, 891 

Thompson,  Robert.  Mentioned 913 

Thompson,  Robert  T.  Mentioned 350-352, 456 

Thompson,  William.  Mentioned 263, 485 

Thompson,  William  G.  Mentioned 69,101,104,107,117,121,122 

Thomson,  Lee  L.  Mentioned 154, 306, 307, 311, 313, 606 

Thomson,  Robert.  Mentioned 614, 615 

Thorp,  W.  W.  Mentioned 671,672,677 

Thrailkill,  John.  Mentioned 292 

Thrall,  Homer.  Mentioned 471 

Threlkeld’s  Ferry,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Feb. — , 1863.  See  Arkansas  Liver.  Scout 
to,  Feb.  5-i2,  1863. 

Thurber,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 629,638 

Tibbetts,  Jonas  M.  Mentioned 170 

Tilly,  Lee.  Mentioned 617 

Timon,  Captain.  Mentioned 219 

Tinnin,  Hugh.  Mentioned 349, 459, 461 

Tipton,  Mo.  Affair  at,  Oct.  10, 1863.  See  Shelby’s  Laid. 

Titsworth,  H.  S.  Mentioned. 202 

Tobin,  Thomas.  Mentioned 705 

Tocah-le-ges-kie.  Mentioned 451,452 

Todd,  George,  Mentioned 320,343,699,700 

Tompkins,  W.  T.  Mentioned 412 

Tom  Sugg,  Steamer.  Mentioned 479, 483, 484, 511 

Toney,  John  C.  Mentioned 291 

Toothman,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 701 

Torrey,  William  H. 

Mentioned 258, 266 

Report  of  scout  to  Scatterville,  Mo.,  March  24-April  1,  1863  245 
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Totten,  James. 

Correspondence  with  James  G.  Blunt 805 

Mentioned 142, 625, 643, 644, 665-667, 669, 805, 807 

Tough, . Mentioned 694,699,701 

Tourney,  John  W.  Mentioned 336 

Town,  Edward  D.  Mentioned 265 

Town,  M.  L. 

Mentioned 844 

Statement  of.  Jackson  and  La  Fayette  Counties,  Mo.  Affairs  in,  Nov.  26- 

29,1862 648 

Tracey,  Andrew  W.  Mentioned 335 

Tracey,  George  H.  Mentioned 401 

Trade  and  Intercourse.  Communications  from 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 807 

Fisk,  Clinton  B 807 

Iiurlbut,  Stephen  A : 230 

Loan,  Ben 838 

Trader,  E.  A.  Mentioned 369 

Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Burns,  A.  D 902 

Hindman,  T.  C 897,899-902 

Holmes,  T.  I I 897, 905 

Price,  Sterling 906 

War  Department,  C.  S 899 

Churchill.  T.  J.  Assigned  to  duty  in  the 902 

Confederate  troops  in  the.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Dec.  12, 1862 903,904 

July  — , 1863 439 

July  6,  1863 423 

Funds  for  expenses  in  the.  Communications  from  War  Department,  C.  S.  897 

Operations  in,  March  7,  1863-Feb.  21,  1864.  Report  of  E.  Kirby  Smith 24,26 

Orders,  General,  series  1864 : No.  100,  438. 

Price,  Sterling,  ordered  to  the 3 

Southwestern  Army  extended  to  embrace  the 3 

Travis,  Robert  E.  Mentioned 222-224 

Triplett,  Wellington.  Mentioned 327 

Troll,  Henry.  Mentioned 667 

True,  James  M. 

Itinerary  of  True’s  Brigade.  Advance  upon,  capture,  etc.,  of  Little  Rock, 

Ark.,  Aug.  1-Sept.  14,  1863  518 


Mentioned . 

Tucker,  Captain.  Mentioned 

Tucker,  James  H.  Mentioned 

Tucker,  S.  S.  See  Benson  Woods. 

Turk,  Captain.  Mentioned 

Turkey  Creek,  Mo.  Scout  to,  Nov.  — , 1863.  See  Neosho,  Mo. 

Turley,  James  M.  Mentioned 

Turnbull,  Charles  N.  Mentioned 

Turner,  Frank.  Mentioned 

Turner,  I.  Mentioned 

Turner,  William.  Mentioned 

Turner,  W.  S Mentioned 

Turpin,  C.  M.  Mentioned 

Tus-te-nup-chup-ko,  Captain.  Mentioned 


471,474,476, 516, 518 

701 

427 

613 

Scout  from. 

-644 

877 

336 

783 

194 

162 

188,190,203 

94 
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Tuttle,  James  M.  Mentioned 174 

Twyford,  Charles  C. 

Mentioned 371,740 

Report  of  skirmish  at  King’s  House,  near  Waynesville,  Mo.,  Oct.  26,  1863.  740 

Tycoon,  Steamer.  Mentioned 385 

Tyler,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 385, 386, 388, 391, 393, 394, 401, 403 

Tyler,  John,  jr.  Mentioned  417 

Tyler,  John  F.  Mentioned 255,279, 711 

Tyus,  W.  J.  Mentioned 608 

Union  Troops. 

Casualties.  Returns  of. 

Cane  Hill,  Ark.  Engagement  at,  Nov.  28,  1862  43 

Dakota.  Expedition  against  Indians  in,  Aug.  13-Sept.  11,  1863  561 

Elk  Creek,  near  Honey  Springs,  Ind.  T.  Engagement  at,  July  17, 

1863  449 

Hartville,  Mo.  Engagement  at,  Jan.  11,  1863 191 

Helena,  Ark.  Attack  on,  July  4,  1863  390, 391 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  Advance  of  Union  forces  upon,  Aug.  1-Sept.  14, 

1863  482 

Missouri.  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into,  April  17-May  2,  1863 253 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  Action  at,  Oct.  25,  1863 725 

Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862  84-86 

Springfield,  Mo.  Engagement  at,  Jan.  8,  1863 181 

Mentioned.  (Regulars.) 

Cavalry — Regiments  : 4th,  893. 

Infantry — Regiments ; 1st,  2d,  10th,  893. 

For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States;  also  Indian  troops. 

Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Eastern  Arkansas.  District  of £31 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  Aug.  31,  1863.  Advance  of  Union  forces  upon,  Aug. 

1-Sept.  14,  1863  470, 471 

Missouri.  Department  of  the 795,  888-895 

Northwest.  Department  of  the 896 

Van  Antwerp,  V.  P.  Mentioned 44-46,77,105 

Van  Beek,  George  W 396, 401 

Van  Buren,  Ark. 

Capture  of,  Dec.  28,  1862.  Reports  of 

Banzhaf,  Charles 170 

Blunt,  James  G 167, 168 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 167 

Fuller,  Irving  W 171 

Herron,  Francis  J 168, 169 

Hindman,  Thomas  C 171 

Reconnaissance  toward,  Nov.  20-23, 1862. 

Communications  from  James  G.  Blunt 790 

Report  of  James  G.  Blunt 36 

Scout  to,  Jan.  23-27,  1863.  Reports  of 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rue 220 

Stuart,  James 221 

Skirmish  near,  Feb."  10,  1863.  See  Arkansas  River.  Scout  to , Feb.  5-12,  1863. 

Vance,  John.  Mentioned 343 

Vanderpool,  James  K.  Mentioned 229,246,595,756,769 

Vandever,  Louis.  Mentioned 336 

Vandever,  William. 

Co-operation  with  John  McNeil 253 
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Vandever,  William— Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 278-281 

Davidson,  John  W 279,280 

Herron,  Francis  J 278, 281 

McNeil,  John 281 

itinerary  of  Second  Division,  Army  of  the  Frontier.  Marmaduke’s  Expedi- 
tion into  Missouri,  April  4-May  2,  1863 282 

Mentioned 252, 253, 257-259, 261, 262, 267, 269, 275, 279, 281, 282, 284, 287, 885 

Report  of  Marmaduke’s  Expedition  into  Missouri,  April  17-May  2,  1863..  271-277 

Van  Dorn,  Earl.  Mentioned 174 

Van  Gender,  Alexander.  Mentioned 95 

Van  Meter,  J.  Mentioned 185 

Vansant,  J.  B. 

Correspondence  with  W.  R.  Penick 824 

Mentioned 808,846 

Van  Zandt, . Mentioned 248 

Vanzant,  James  R.  Mentioned 890 

Vanzoot,  Captain.  Mentioned 594 

Vaughan,  John.  Mentioned 831 

Vaughan,  Richard  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  Charles  W 799-801, 822, 823, 842, 846, 847 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 821 

Missouri,  Adjutant-General  of % 796 

Mentioned 39, 40, 800, 808, 823, 824, 842-850 

Vaughn,  Thomas  P. 

Mentioned 471 

Report  of  engagement  at  Bayou  Fourche,  Ark.,  Sept.  10,  1863  519 

Veatch,  James  C. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  K.  Lemon 231 

Mentioned 230,232 

Report  of  burning  of  Hopefield,  Ark.,  Feb.  19,  1863  231 

Vicksburg,  Miss. 

Operations  against.  Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 819, 655 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 820,830 

Grant,  U.  S 819 

Sherman,  W.  T 829, 830 

Steele,  Frederick 830 

Re-enforcements  for.  Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 899 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 897 

Vincent,  Thomas  M.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Adjutant- General’ 8 
Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Vine  Prairie,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Feb.  2,  1863.  Report  of  M.  La  Rue  Har- 
rison   223 

Vliet,  Joseph.  Mentioned 519 

Voelker,  George.  Mentioned 261 

Vore,  Israel  G.  Mentioned , 29 

Vougham, . Mentioned 703 

Vougham,  John.  Mentioned 703 

Wachsman,  Albert.  Mentioned 891 

Waddell,  A.  Mentioned 228 


INDEX. 


1023 


Page. 

Wade,  John  M.  Mentioned 817 

Waggle,  William.  Mentioned 250 

Wakefield,  Thomas  A.  Report  of  affair  at  Quincy,  Mo.,  Sept.  4,  1863 610 

Waldron,  Ark. 

Attack  on,  Dee.  29,  1863.  “Record  of  Events,”  District  of  the  Frontier. ..  787 

Scout  from,  Dec.  2-7,  1863.  Reports  of 

Bassett,  Owen  A 770 

Harrell,  John  M 772 

Johnson,  James  M 769 

Waldschmidt,  William.  Mentioned 188,191,192 

Walker,  Captain.  Mentioned « 249 

Walker,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 743 

Walker,  J.  G-.  Mentioned 26,439 

Walker,  John  G.  Mentioned . 216 

Walker,  L.  Marsh. 

Duel  with  John  S.  Marmaduke 525 

Mentioned  . . . 409, 410, 412, 428, 434, 435, 437, 474, 484, 485, 520-527, 530, 535-538, 541 

Report  of  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4,  1863 433 

Walker,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with  O.  H.  P.  Scott 341 

Mentioned 239,340,341 

Walker,  Tandy.  Mentioned 349,458-462 

Walker,  William  N.  Mentioned 231,232 

Walser,  H.  H.  Mentioned 232 

Walters,  John.  Mentioned 610 

Walton,  D.  A.  T.  Mentioned 327 

Warburg,  Edward.  Mentioned 442 

Ward,  Robert.  Mentioned 701 

Ward,  S.  J.  Mentioned 534 

War  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson 408 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 897, 898 

Johnston,  Joseph  E * 407 

War  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 796 

Kansas,  Governor  of 576 

Ware  [Wear?],  Captain.  Mentioned 630,631 

Warfield,  T.  B.  Mentioned 757 

Waring,  George  E.  Mentioned 227,890 

Warren,  Cyrenius  W.  Mentioned 161 

Warren,  Fitz  Henry. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  R.  Curtis 791,829 

Mentioned 188, 791 , 828, 852, 895 

Report  of  engagement  at  Hartville,  Mo.,  Jan.  11,  1863  187-189 

Warsaw,  Mo. 

Affair  near,  Oct.  29,  1863.  Report  of  John  F.  Philips 743 

Skirmish  near,  Oct.  7,  1863.  See  Shelby’s  Raid. 

Washburn,  Cadwallader  C.  Mentioned 162, 832, 872, 888, 892 

Washburn,  Henry  D.  Mentioned 890 

Washington,  George.  Mentioned 864 

Wasson,  Mr.  Mentioned 786 

Waterhouse,  Richard.  Mentioned 904 

Waters,  Captain.  Mentioned 205 

Waters,  Benjamin  J.  Mentioned 339 
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Waters,  William  B.  Mentioned 163 

Watie,  Stand. 

Mentioned 32, 

35, 36, 168, 315, 348-350, 379, 453,  461, 597, 600,  779, 781, 785, 790, 874, 903 

Report  of  operations  in  the  Cherokee  Country,  Ind.  T.,  Dec.  4-12,  1862 66 

Watkins,  N.  W.  Mentioned ^ 836 

Watkins,  Walton.  Mentioned 426,429 

Watson,  Benjamin  W.  Mentioned 300,303,305 

Wattles,  Stephen  H. 

Mentioned 63, 75, 92, 93, 349, 350, 453 

Repouts  of 

Elk  Creek,  near  Honey  Springs,  Ind.  T.  Engagement  at,  July  17, 

1863  455 

Greenleaf  Prairie,  Ind.  T.  Skirmish  on,  June  16,  1863 350 

Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862  93 

Waugh,  G.  M.  Mentioned 77 

Waugh,  S.  N.  Mentioned 444 

Waverly,  Mo.  Affair  at,  June  1,  1863.  Report  of  George  W.  Kelly 347 

Way,  William.  Mentioned 250 

Wayman,  F.  L.  Mentioned 204 

Waynesville,  Mo. 

Scouts  from,  June  20-23,  1863.  Report  of  Josiah  C.  Smith 374 

Skirmish  at  King’s  House,  near,  Oct.  28,  1863.  See  King’s  House. 

Skirmish  near,  Aug.  25,  1863.  Report  of  Waldemar  Fischer 595 

Wear,  W.  D.  Mentioned 626,627 

Weathers,  W.  V.  Mentioned 403 

Weather  wax,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 268,269 

Weaver, . Mentioned 757 

Webb,  Ephraim  L.  Mentioned 891 

Webb,  G.  B.  Mentioned 291 

Webb,  John.  Mentioned 57,204 

Webber’s  Falls,  Ind.  T.  Skirmish  at,  April  25,  1863.  Reports  of  William  A. 

Phillips 314-316 

Weber,  John.  Mentioned 86 

Webster,  J.  D.  Mentioned 230 

Weed,  T.  J. 

Correspondence  with  James  G.  Blunt 813 

Mentioned 342 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  James  G.  Blunt. 

Weer,  William. 

Mentioned 16, 

52, 71-75, 77, 84, 92, 97, 99, 124, 623, 625, 628, 628, 641, 647, 662, 663, 888, 839 

Reports  of 

Clapper’s  Saw-Mill,  Crooked  Creek,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  March  31,  1883.  246 

Jackson  County,  Mo.  Skirmish  in,  Sept.  15,  1863  619 

Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  Battle  of,  Dec.  7,  1862  88 

Weiser,  J osiah  S.  Mentioned 353, 359-361, 365 

Welch,  O.  G.  Mentioned 459 

Welfley,  Martin.  Mentioned 890 

Welles,  Gideon.  Mentioned 216, 468 

Wellington,  Mo. 

Affair  near,  June  17,  1863.  Report  of  Bazel  F.  Lazear 373 

Skirmish  near,  Aug.  14,  1863.  Report  of  James  McFerran 568 
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308 

Wells,  C.  C.  Mentioned 

Wells,  John.  Mentioned - 

Wells,  J.  W.  (Confederate. ) Mentioned ’ 

Wells’  J.  W.  (Union.)  Mentioned ^ 

Wells,  Samuel  T.  Mentioned . • ----- 

West,  Henry  C.  Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7, 1862  io7 

West,  IshamJ.  Mentioned 

West,  William.  Mentioned 

Westerberg,  C.  G.  E.  N.  Mentioned - 

Western  Arkansas,  District  of.  James  G.  Blunt  assigned  to  command 

Of  the « 

Western,  H.  H.  Mentioned ~ ’ ftQ0 

Weston,  Eli  W^ . Mentioned - — - - 

West  Point,  Ark.  Engagement  at,  Aug.  14, 1863.  Report  of  G.  W.  Thompson.  528 
See  also  report  of  Eberhart,  p.  511. 

Westport,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  June  17,  1863.  Reports  of  ^ 

Ashby,  George  372 

Flesher,  Henry 

Wharton,  Alfred.  Mentioned 817  86*2 

Wheat,  Rev.  Mr.  Mentioned... ’ 6g4 

Wheeler,  Stephen.  Mentioned... 4Q1 

Wheeler,  Thomas  W . Mentioned 47'  too  652 

Whioher,  James  S.  Mentioned 

Whipple,  L.  W.  Mentioned ?43 

Whitaker,  Captain.  Mentioned 4n 

White,  Calvert  C.  Mentioned Q24 

White,  Edgar.  Mentioned ggl 

White,  Frank  J.  Mentioned 3f3 

White,  G.  T.  Mentioned 50g 

White,  James  C.  Mentioned* 420  ^ 

white>  J- D;  *ieu“ mm**™ 

White,  M.  J.  Mentioned  224 

White,  Oscar.  Mentioned 

White,  Richard  H.  246,247,889 

Mentioned - 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Clapper’s  Saw-Mill,  Crooked  Creek,  Ark.,  March  31, 

1863 452 

White,  Thomas.  Mentioned 242 

Whiteford,  John.  Mentioned gfi7 

White  Lodge.  Mentioned 

White  River,  Ark. 

Expeditions  up  the. 

Aug.  13-16,  1863.  Report  of  Gustavus  A.  Eberhart - 01 1 

See  also  Little  Bocl,  Ad.  Advance  of  the  Union  forces  upon , etc.,  Aug. 
1-Sept.  14,  1863.  Beports  of 

Davidson,  John  W.  Steele,  Frederick.  # 

Jan.  13-19, 1863. 

Co-operation  of  IT.  S.  Navy,  with  Army ™ 

Reports  of  Willis  A.  Gorman 21b 

Skirmish  near  the  head  of,  March  22, 1863.  Report  of  M.  La  Rue  Harrison.  244 

White  River,  Mo. 

Scout  to,  April  1-5,  1863.  Report  of  Henry  Suess 

Skirmish  at,  April  17,  1863.  Report  of  David  McKee ^°0 
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White  Springs,  Ark.  Skirmish  at,  Jan.  2,  1863.  See  reports  of  Marmaduke, 
p.  195 ; Shelby,  p.  200. 

White  Stone  Hill,  Dak. 

Action  near,  Sept.  3,  1863.  See  Dakota.  Expedition  against  Indians  in,  Aug. 

13 -Sept.  11,  1863. 

Skirmish  near,  Sept.  5, 1863.  Report  of  Charles  W.  Hall 611 

See  also  Dakota.  Expedition  against  Indians  in,  Aug.  13 -Sept.  11,  1863 ; also 
report  of  Halleck,  p.  12. 

White  Water  Bridge,  Mo.  Skirmish  near,  April  27,  1863.  See  Missouri. 

Marmaduke' s Expedition  into,  April  17-May  2,  1863.  Reports  of 
Carter,  George  W.  Marmaduke,  John  S.  Vandever,  William. 

See  also  Itinerary,  p.  282. 

Whitlow,  Benjamin  H.  Mentioned 219,382 

Whitney,  David  V.  Mentioned 187 

Whitney,  J.  C.  Mentioned 363 

Whittaker,  D.  Mentioned 46, 77 

Whittenhall,  D.  S.  Mentioned . 49,94 

Whybark,  Levi  E. 

Mentioned 224,545 

Salem,  Mo.  Reports  of 

Attack  on,  and  skirmish  near,  Sept.  13,  1863 618 

Scout  from,  Dec.  26-28, 1863  786 

Wickersham,  Dudley. 

Mentioned 38, 39, 72-75, 85, 105, 127, 159,  470, 484, 486, 794, 829, 890 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862 124 

Wilcox,  J.  Mentioned 769 

Wilcox,  Timothy  M.  Mentioned 895 

Wilder,  Philip.  Mentioned 58 

Wilhelm,  W.  C.  Mentioned 323 

Wilkerson,  George.  Mentioned 131 

Wilkes,  F.  C.  Mentioned 904 

Wilkes,  William  R.  Mentioned 750 

Wilkin,  Alexander.  Mentioned 896 

Wilkins,  Theodore.  Mentioned 895 

Wilks,  W.  R.  Mentioned - 751 

Willetts,  O.  P.  Mentioned 456,782,783 

Willhite,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Mentioned 687,688 

Williams,  D.  A.  Mentioned 204,291,677 

Williams,  E.  G.  Mentioned 148 

Williams,  Henry  H. 

Mentioned 77,89,90,629,889 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862 91 

Williams,  Hugh  W.  Mentioned 234, 444 

Williams,  James  M. 

Mentioned 320, 322, 342,  348, 378, 382, 449, 450 

Report  of  engagement  at  Cabin  Creek,  Ind.  T.,  July  1-2,  1863 379 

Williams,  James  S.  Correspondence  with  Abraham  Lincoln 867 

Williams,  John  B.  Mentioned. - 302 

Williams,  John  F. 

Mentioned - - — 895 

Report  of  skirmishes  near  Rocheport,  Mo.,  June  1,  1863  344 

Williams,  Michael.  Mentioned 740 

Williams,  Samuel  B.  Mentioned 513 

Williams,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 534 
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Williams,  Tobe.  Mentioned 344 

Williams,  V.  J.  Mentioned 561 

Williamson,  James  R.  Mentioned 224 

Wills,  J.  M.  Mentioned 289,293,677 

Wilson,  Aristarchus.  Mentioned <. 380,454 

Wilson,  Arkansas.  Mentioned 431 

Wilson,  David  S. 

Mentioned 558,  560 

Report  of  expedition  against  Indians  in  Dakota,  Aug.  13-Sept.  11,  1863...  561 

Wilson,  Eugene  M.  Mentioned 355, 359 

Wilson,  Hall.  Mentioned 892 

Wilson,  H.  Gr.  Mentioned 308,313 

Wilson,  James. 

Mentioned 681,  783 

Reports  of 

Centreville,  Mo.  Attack  on,  Dec.  23-25,  1863  784 

Oregon  County,  Mo.  Expedition  to,  Sept.  29-Oct.  26,  1863 682 

Wilson,  J.  P.  Mentioned 143 

Wilson,  S.  A.  Mentioned * 185,187 

Wilson,  William.  Mentioned 374 

Wil white,  O.  P.  Mentioned 456 

Wimer,  John  M.  Mentioned 195, 197, 206, 207 

Win  get,  Isaac  L.  Mentioned 611 

Win  ship,  George  M.  Mentioned 204 

Winslow,  Edward  F.  Mentioned 239 

Winslow,  F.  S.  Mentioned 877 

Wisconsin  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries : 9th,  891,893,894. 

Cavalry — Regiments : 1st,  245, 253, 257-260,  266-268,  301,  890 ; 2d,  38, 39, 72, 

75, 85, 105, 107, 125, 127, 215,  216, 650,  668, 669, 794,  832, 889,  892 ; 3d,  74,  75, 

76, 84, 124, 246-248, 380, 442, 443, 448, 449, 453, 454, 549, 550, 652, 688-691, 693- 
695, 698, 699, 837, 889, 893. 


Infantry — Regiments : 9th,  84,  889  ; 11th,  890;  20th,  70,  74,85,86,  101-104, 
106, 116, 127-131, 134, 135,  827, 889  ; 25th,  880,  896  ; 27th,  312, 471,  514, 515, 
518 ; 28th,  390, 392, 394, 471 ; 29th,  212, 832, 892  ; 30th,  896. 


Wise, . Mentioned 320 

Wise,  W.  Mentioned 600,601 

Wishard,  Robert  T.  Mentioned 341 

Witherspoon,  J.  L.  Mentioned 752,753 

Witt,  Thomas  D.  Mentioned 405 

Woddel,  James.  Mentioned 541 

Wolfe,  L.  R.  Mentioned 562,565 

Wood,  Corporal.  Mentioned 249 

Wood,  James.  Mentioned 673,678 

Wood,  L.  H.  Mentioned 95 

Wood,  Oliver. 

Itinerary  of  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division.  Little  Rock,  Ark.  Ad- 
vance of  the  Union  forces  upon,  etc.,  Aug.  1-Sept.  14, 1863 516 

Mentioned 471}  513, 514, 516 

Wood,  Robert  C. 

Mentioned 735j  735^  771 

Report  of  action  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  Oct.  25,  1863  739 


Wood,  William  D.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Missouri,  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral of. 
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Wood,  William  F.  Mentioned 892 

Woodruff,  W.  E.,  jr.  Mentioned .' 158 

Woods, . Mentioned 762 

Woods,  Colonel.  Mentioned 619 

Woods,  Benson.  Mentioned 374 

Woodsmall,  H.  M.  Mentioned 290 

Woodson,  Richard  G. 

Correspondence  with  Clinton  B.  Fisk 681 

Mentioned. .. 247, 248, 263, 264, 347, 570, 571, 681 

Report  of  expeditions  to  Pocahontas,  Ark.,  Aug.  17-26,  1863 - 569 

Wooldridge,  David.  Mentioned 831 

Woolfolk,  Alexander  M.  Mentioned 891 

Wooten,  Thomas  D.  Mentioned 416 

Worley,  G.  D.  Mentioned - - 737 

Worthington,  John  I. 

Mentioned 246, 249, 612, 751, 779, 913 

Report  of  scout  from  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  Dec.  16-31,  1863 780 

Wo-wi-na-pa.  Mentioned 908,909 

Wright,  Captain.  Mentioned 242,780 

Wright,  Dr.  Mentioned 473 

Wright,  Amos  P.  Mentioned 241, 616 

Wright,  Clark. 

Correspondence  with  Francis  J.  Herron 792 

Mentioned 105, 853 

Wright,  Edward.  Mentioned 385 

Wright,  J.  C.  Mentioned 608 

Wright,  Melvil  C. 

Mentioned 395, 471 

Report  of  attack  on  Helena,  Ark.,  July  4,  1863 404 

Wright,  Moses  B.  C.  Mentioned 337,451 

Wynes,  Rev.  Mr.  Mentioned 187 

Wynkoop,  E.  W.  Mentioned 443,891 

Yancey,  John  F.  Mentioned 304 

Yarnell,  H.  A.  Report  of  Shelby’s  Raid,  Sept.  22-Oct.  26, 1863 647 

Yarn  ell,  James  A.  Mentioned 348 

Yates,  Henry.  Mentioned 471 

Yazoo  City,  Miss.  Capture  of,  July  — , 1863.  See  Grant  to  Schofield,  p.  19. 
Yeatman,  James  E. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  R.  Curtis 878 

Mentioned 878,884 

Yeisir,  W.  Mentioned 835 

Yeldell,  J.  H.  Mentioned 759,760 

Yell,  F.  P.  Mentioned 608 

Yellville,  Ark.  Expedition  to,  Nov.  25-29,  1862. 

Communications  from 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 39 

Herron,  Francis  J 794 

Reports  of 

Curtis,  Samuel  R 38 

Herron,  Francis  J 38 

Yerger,  John  P.  Mentioned 399 

Yetee, . Mentioned 156 

Yonts,  William.  Mentioned 59 

Yorks,  Judge.  Mentioned 617 
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Young,  M.  L. 

Mentioned 155-157, 303, 325, 732 

Report  of  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7,  1862 156 

Young,  Overton.  Mentioned 904 

Youngblood,  Theodoric  B.  Mentioned 793 

Younger,  Bird.  Mentioned 320,586 

Zimmerman,  Jasper.  Mentioned 446 

c 


